
by Katie Rooney
Features Editor

Sophomore Kevin Blanchard walks 
down the street like any other 24-year-
old, except he has a mild limp. It’s so 
unnoticeable that it’s hard to believe he 
lost one of his legs while serving in the 
war in Iraq.

At GW, Blanchard’s like any other 
college student. He’s taking six classes 
and spends most of his time studying in 
Gelman library. He has ambitions to go 
to Harvard University for his masters, 
become an entrepreneur and start his 
own business – maybe a fitness center. 
Not many here know about his past or 
his accident. He doesn’t dwell on that. 
He only sees a bright future ahead.

“Some guys stay home and live off 
their disability,” said Blanchard, who 
uses a prosthetic limb for his lost leg, 
and has another leg that was severely 
damaged. “I understand that because 
they’ve been through enough, but that’s 
just not me.” 

He’s one of a handful of students at GW who 
have been to Iraq and have returned to campus 
– or in Blanchard’s case, transferred here after 
spending time at the local veteran’s hospital – to 
finish up their education and continue on the 
paths they started before the war.

Blanchard grew up in Roanoke, Va., and 
after high school he went to Virginia Western 
Community College, but that also wasn’t 
for him. After a few years he turned to the 
military, partially because his father served 
in Vietnam, but also for personal reasons.

“I thought I needed to get more discipline 
and find out more about myself,” he said. “I 
needed to do something more.”

He went into the Marine Corps, not 
expecting to go to war. In January 2004, he 

was sent to California where he spent time 
training before he was deployed to a base in 
Al Assad, Iraq.

“I was a 20-year-old guy in a combat zone 
and looking at everybody as an enemy,” he 
said. “I would see little children and not 
know what they can do.” He said that was 
the hardest thing for him to get used to.

Blanchard described Iraq as a hot, 
depressing region where there was no 
plumbing and soldiers went sometimes 
three weeks without showering.

He was a combat engineer, meaning he 
had a number of part-time jobs, raiding city 
blocks for insurgents and trying to recover 

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor

A team of GW medical students 
pushed a giant homemade syringe 
off a 30-foot barge into Baltimore’s 
Inner Harbor Saturday for the 
city’s first-ever Red Bull Flugtag.

A Flugtag, which is German 
for “fly day,” involves human-
powered flying machines built 
by teams of up to five people that 
compete in design, distance and 

showmanship. The rules state 
that at least one team member 
must man the flying machine off 
the edge of the ramp and into the 
water. 

About 60,000 people traveled 
to downtown Baltimore to watch 
the event, which included 23 
teams.

Flugtags have occurred 
in Europe since 1991 but only 
recently began in the United 
States. American Flugtags have 
taken place in New York, Ohio 
and Florida. 

The GW student team created 
a machine called “Booster Shot” 
– a nearly 30-foot long, 10-foot 
high syringe made from wood, 
Red Bull vending containers 
and other materials. Before the 

syringe took flight, the group of 
four medical students and one 
brother, performed a skit where 
they operated on the “patient,” 
Ashish Lal. After the mock surgical 
removal of Red Bull cans, Lal 
began running down the ramp.

Team captain Paul Frake 
said the giant syringe flew over 
20 feet before crashing into the 
water, followed by the rest of the 
team. He said the 30-foot drop 
was probably scary, but he didn’t 
have time to think about it. He hit 
the water with his face after the 
“Booster Shot” landed.

“I was going to jump, but 
when I went to jump there was 
nothing under my feet,” said 

by Andrew Ramonas 
and Lizzie Wozobski

Senior Staff Writers

Thousands of students, 
family members and alumni 
gathered at events across 
campus last weekend to 
celebrate Colonials Weekend, 
headlined this year by 
comedian Jerry Seinfeld.

More than 8,000 people 
attended Seinfeld’s two shows 
in the Smith Center Friday 
night.

Seinfeld performed shows 
at 7 and 10 p.m. The former star 
of the NBC show bearing his 
last name went on to poke fun 
at everything from breakfast 
cereal to the state of his private 
life since the cancelation of 
“Seinfeld” in 1998.

“I’ll tell you what I do … 
I do nothing,” Seinfeld said. 
“Which is not as easy as it 
looks.”

At both shows, tickets 
cost between $57 and $125, an 
increase from the tickets for Jon 
Stewart’s Colonials Weekend 
performances last year that 
cost $45.

“From a name standpoint, 
it was worth it,” said parent 
Ron Blajda. “But I wouldn’t 
spend that much for a second 
time.”

Robert Chernak, senior 
vice president of SASS, said 
he understands that many 
students and parents were 
displeased with the price of 
this year’s tickets.

GW did not include a 
major musical act to follow 
Friday night’s comedy show 
on Saturday. Chernak said the 
additional cost to families for a 
musical event would have been 

high.
“The reason we didn’t have 

a musical act was because we 

were trying to get a musical 
act in certain parameters,” said 
Chernak, who wanted a show to 

have an intergenerational 
appeal and be reasonably 
priced. 

Another event over the 
weekend attracting about 
1,400 students, parents 
and family members 
was a conversation with 
President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg in Lisner 
Auditorium. 

Trachtenberg, who 
will be stepping down as 
University President in July 
2007, answered questions 
ranging from how he met 
his wife to what he may 
do next year, all with his 
trademark humor.

The approximately 
hour-long conversation 
Saturday morning was 
hosted by Dick Golden, a 
veteran radio broadcaster 
and host of the XM Satellite 
radio show “GW Presents 
Beyond Category.”

Trachtenberg explained 
the events that led to 
him attending Columbia 
University – a result of 
an intricate compromise 
with his parents. Although 
his father wanted him 
to attend local Brooklyn 
College and even offered 
a car to sweeten the deal, 
his mother just wanted 
him close to their Brooklyn 
home. 

“Unless I never drove 
(the car), what’s the value 
of a ’55 Chevy?” he joked.

Trachtenberg also 
explained that he was 
nervous when he accepted 
a position as an associate 
dean at Boston University 

@

AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER - SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

MONDAY
October 23, 2006
Vol. 103 • Iss. 19 HatchetThe GW

ANNUAL IFTAR PAGE 5
Inter-faith dinner unites students

ALWAYS ONLINE:
WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � ������ ������� ��� ��� ������ �� ������ ���� �� ����
���������������������������������������
�������� �� ������ �� �������� �� ����������

Seinfeld show headlines weekend
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Ben Solomon/photo editor
Comedian Jerry Seinfeld performs his standup act in front of a sold-out crowd 
Friday night in the Charles E. Smith Center.  Seinfeld performed two shows that 
headlined the Colonials Weekend activities.

Faculty, 
schools to 
review 4x4

CAMPUS NEWS

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer 

The final report on a four-course, four-
credit undergraduate curricular structure will 
be distributed Tuesday for review by faculty 
members in all of the schools and the Faculty 
Senate.

The report, which was posted on the GW 
Web site last week, proposes the faculty in the 
undergraduate schools vote on the adoption of 
the four-by-four plan by late fall.  The Faculty 
Senate’s Special Committee on the 4x4 Report is 
expected to formulate a resolution in response to 
the report.

The four-by-four task force began studying 
the curricular structure in April 2005 and last 
May, the task force approved the four-by-four 
plan by a vote of 13 to 8. Vice President of 
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman drafted the 
report over the summer, and this fall task force 
members convened for the last time to offer their 
final input on the draft.

“It reflects a consensus, but I don’t think there 
were any points in which there was complete 
agreement,” said Catherine Allen, a task force 
member and an anthropology and international 
affairs professor.  “People are quite skeptical 
about it and have a lot of questions, so I think 
there will be a lot of discussion ahead.”

The report does not outline specific steps to 
be taken following the voting. Depending on the 
results of the voting, it says the next step may be 
to address how to implement the four-by-four in 
a subset of schools.

It proposes that the University commit 
resources to facilitate the transition to the four-
by-four model during the fiscal year 2008 budget 
process.

According to the report the study of the 
four-by-four curriculum was motivated by both 
academic and financial reasons, but academics 

Colonials Weekend draws family, alumni to three days of events

Students fly in Baltimore

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Sophomore Kevin Blanchard readjusts his 
prosthetic leg in his Arlington, Va., apartment. 
Blanchard served as a combat engineer in the 
Iraq war, losing his leg after his Humvee hit a 
roadside bomb.

John Birk/Hatchet photographer
GW medical students push a giant  syringe off a barge into Baltimore’s Inner Harbor Saturday after-
noon.  The team built the flying machine as part of the city’s first-ever Red Bull Flugtag.
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