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by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

Like other schools nationwide, grades at GW 
are on the rise, but not necessarily because students 
are earning it. 

 Some officials and faculty members believe that 
grade inflation is a problem at the University, but 
have decided not to take action against what they 
see as a futile situation.

“Everybody recognizes that (grade inflation) is 
a national problem. The whole grading system is 
slowly failing,” said Donald Lehman, the executive 
vice president for Academic Affairs.

The Educational Policy Committee of the Fac-
ulty Senate studied grade inflation in 2005, but rec-
ommended that no action be taken to specifically 
change the University’s grading system. The com-
mittee concluded that taking action against grade 
inflation could lead to fewer applicants, reduced 
retention and less success for applicants to graduate 
school. 

“Grade inflation is a national phenomena, and 
it is difficult for GW to be the school to lead the way 
in restoring a more normal grading spectrum,” said 
Gary Simon, the former head of the Educational 
Policy Committee, in an e-mail.

But Megan Tisdale, the director of medical 
school admissions, said in the admissions decisions 
she makes, students at schools that give out lower 
grades are not at a disadvantage because she is 
aware of what schools and what majors are the most 
grade-inflated in the country.

“When you have lots to look at, you can see the 
trends,” she said.

According to the 2005 Faculty Senate report, 
between 1983 and 2002 there was a 0.22 increase 
(3.03 to 3.25) in the average GPA of graduating un-
dergraduates. The increase ranged from 0.15 in the 
engineering school to 0.29 in the Elliott School of In-
ternational Affairs.  

Increases in grades at GW mirror national trends. 
According to the Web site gradeinflation.com, which 
looked at grading trends at about 30 schools be-
tween 1967 and 2002, GPAs have increased by about 
0.15 per decade over the last 35 years.

At GW, some studying the four-by-four plan see 
the proposal as a way to control grade inflation. Pro-
ponents say the plan, which would switch the aca-
demic schedule from five three-credit classes to four 
four-credit classes, say it could counteract grade 
inflation if classes become more rigorous and are 
graded accordingly. The schools in the University 
will be voting on the four-by-four plan in April.

 While administrators are no longer looking di-
rectly at ways to combat grade inflation, some pro-
fessors have possible explanations for this national 
and localized trend. 

One possible source of grade inflation at GW is 
the school’s hefty price tag. She said students here 
expect to get what they pay for – including good 
grades.  

“Ultimately the grade becomes a type of curren-
cy in this kind of institution,” she said. “The more 
expensive and more popular the school, the less 
likely it is that the administration or faculty will be 

Grade 
inflation 
on the rise

Thorpe proposes overhaul of SA

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

Student Association President 
Lamar Thorpe proposed a dramatic 
overhaul of the SA’s structure that 
would reconfigure the legislative and 
executive branches in the annual state 
of the SA address Tuesday night. 

The plan – which is outlined in 
a proposed constitu-
tion – would keep the 
SA Student Court, but 
creates an Executive 
Board that would over-
see a newly structured 
legislature and office of 
the president. Thorpe 
made the 15-minute 
speech on the Mount 
Vernon Campus to an 
audience of about 50 
people, including the 
SA Senate. 

The current SA government mir-
rors the federal model of government 

with branches for an executive, sen-
ate and judiciary. The pro-
posed structure would still 
include three branches, 
however the new legisla-
ture would be composed 
of three councils – finance, 
campus life and academic 
affairs – and an ad-hoc 
Rules Committee that 
would approve nominees 
by the president and con-
stitutional amendments.

Thorpe, a senior, is pro-
posing that students vote 

on the restructuring in a referendum 
to take place at the same time as this 

year’s elections for the SA, Marvin 
Center Governing Board and Program 
Board, which are scheduled for Feb. 21 
and 22.

 “Student organizations are discon-
tented with our governances, admin-
istrators don’t take us seriously, and 
on occasion we all find ourselves frus-
trated with barriers created by our cur-
rent structure,” Thorpe said during the 
speech. “(We) need to make changes 
to our structure. We need an SA that 
can complete initiatives, address stu-
dent needs and effectively advocate on 
behalf of our peers.”

SA president 
wants referendum 
on restructuring

Student activists join annual ‘March for Life’

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor 

More than 20 GW students joined an 
estimated 30,000 anti-abortion protesters 
in a march to the U.S. Supreme Court 
Monday on the anniversary of the land-
mark Roe v. Wade decision.

The “March for Life” has been held 
annually since the first anniversary of the 
Jan. 22, 1974, court ruling. Roe v. Wade 
determined anti-abortion laws violated a 
woman’s right to privacy, thus legalizing 
the operation on a national level.

The College Republicans, the 
Newman Catholic Center and Colonials 
for Life were represented at the march. 
CR President Gary Livacari said Monday 
was the first time his group has attended 
the march as a group.

“I’m really proud to be here,” 
Livacari, a senior, said. “It’s really one 
of the most important things we’ll do 
this year.”

He said the CRs needed to attend the 
event to show support for the Republican 
Party and its anti-abortion platform. He 
said abortion is not an issue that affects 
women only. Men, Livacari said, should 
not “force women to engage in some-

thing that is analogous to murder.”
“We’re raising awareness. We’re put-

ting pressure on the people that are 
making policy on this issue,” he said. 
“Hopefully we can look back on this day 
as a sad moment in our history.”

One student, sophomore Krista 
McCoy, attended the march as part of her 
birthday celebration. She is a member of 
both the CRs and Colonials for Life and 
said she would rather be marching than 
celebrating with friends.

“I’ve always been 
very sad about the fact 
that my birthday is the 
anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade,” McCoy said.

College and high 
school students carrying 
banners made their way 
up Pennsylvania Avenue 
to the top of Capitol Hill 
throughout the after-
noon.

Katie Haviland, a 
sophomore at Florida 
State, traveled 15 hours 
in a chartered bus with 56 
other students to attend 
the march. Haviland and a companion 
recited prayers as they hiked up the hill.

“I think we need to be a voice for 
the unborn,” Haviland said. “I hope that 
people really just see the seriousness and 
how serious we are about our faith.”

Many of the protesters wore stickers 

supporting U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback 
(R-Kan.) in his presidential bid. 
Brownback announced his candida-
cy over the weekend and has already 
emerged as the favorite of the reli-
gious right.

Abbey Marr, co-president of Voices 
for Choices, said she joined a group 
of about 50 people who held a vigil 
at the Supreme Court later Monday 
evening. The sophomore said while 
leaders on both sides urged attendees 

to keep to them-
selves, harsh words 
were exchanged 
between the two 
groups.

“There was 
a lot of shouting 
about how selfish 
we are as women 
and a couple 
(people) said they 
would pray for 
us,” Marr said.

Voices for 
Choices, an abor-
tion rights student 
group, held an 

official commemoration of Roe v. 
Wade Tuesday evening in the Ivory 
Tower common room. Marr said the 
group celebrates the day after the actual 
anniversary because many members are 
active in other events all over D.C.

She said although she does not 

support the “March for Life,” she does 
appreciate the opportunity it gives for 
the issue of abortion to be discussed. She 
said that her reward for taking some ver-
bal abuse from protesters at the Supreme 
Court was her ride back to campus on 

the Metro.
“It was heartening to go and see 

(abortion rights) women there, and on 
my way back there were people on the 
Metro who said, ‘hey, I agree with you 
and thanks for going.’” n

Three groups march 
to end abortion

John Birk/Hatchet photographer
GW College Republicans President Gary Livacari and other group members 
walk toward the U.S. Supreme Court during an annual anti-abortion march.
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by Leah Carliner
Senior Staff Writer

Four years ago, James Zarsa-
diaz was involved in student govern-

ment, yearbook and community service 
in his high school in California. 

Now a junior at GW, Zarsadiaz lists 
the following activities under his Facebook 
profile: Asian Student Alliance, White House 
Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers, Philippine Cultural Society and East 
Coast Asian American Student Union, 

just to name a few.
Zarsadiaz, whose parents moved to the U.S. 30 years ago, said that even he was surprised by his 

participation in the GW Asian community. 
  “It was never really a major factor in my life,” Zarsadiaz said about his Philippine heritage before 

coming to GW. 
“I kind of was just pulled into it.” 

Asian students make up less than 10 percent of the GW 
undergraduates who enrolled in fall 2006, according to data 
released by GW’s Office of Institutional Research, and while 
Zarsadiaz said he wished the percentage were higher, he also 
described GW’s Asian community as “strong.”

“It’s strong in the sense that we’re small enough that a 
lot of us know each other,” Zarsadiaz said. 

In addition to the 9.8 percent of Asian students that 
make up GW’s undergraduate student body, 5.9 percent are black and 5.4 percent are Hispanic, 
according to fall 2006 enrollment statistics published by GW’s Office of Institutional Research. 

Compared to nine other undergraduate market basket schools, GW’s cultural diversity is below 
the average for percentage of black, Asian and Hispanic students.  GW’s percentage of black students is 

How GW’s diversity statistics 
stack up against other schools
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“We’re putting 
pressure on the 
people that are 

making policy on this 
issue.” 

GARY LIVACARI
COLLEGE REPUBLICANS 

PRESIDENT

STUDENT ASSOCIATION ACADEMICS

STUDENT ACTIVISM

Lamar Thorpe

See more photos on 
page 9 and at www.
GWHATCHET.com

Jon Malis/Hatchet photographer
Freshmen Catherine Davis (above left) and Sade Chase-
Marshall (above right) said GW’s diversity is “actually 
pretty good” while junior James Zarsadiaz (right) said GW 
is “behind” in diversity statistics. 
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Get Organized
Find out the best ways to 
manage your personal and 
professional time effec-
tively.
4 to 5:30 p.m.
2033 K Street, #330
Sponsored by the 
Counseling Center

FRIDAY

2007 Chinese New Year 
Spectacular
Catch this show highlight-
ing traditional Chinese arts 
in honor of the New Year.
12 to 2:30 p.m.
GW Lisner Auditorium
Prices range from $15 
- $35
Sponsored by the New 
Tang Dynasty TV

BGSA Happy Hour
Join in with the Black 
Graduate Student 
Associates for a night out.
6 to 10p.m.
Ozio’s Restaurant and 
Lounge (1813 M St. NW)
Sponsored by the 
Black Graduate Student 
Association

SUNDAY

An Inconvenient Truth
Catch this free showing of 
the environmentally con-
scious blockbuster.
8 to 10 p.m.
Marvin Center Betts 
Theatre
Sponsored by Keep GW 
Green

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

In the article “Popularity of 
social sites prompts moni-
toring, censorship” (Jan. 22, 

p. 1), The Hatchet mistaken-
ly spelled out the acronym 
NFTY. The correct title is the 
North American Federation 
Temple Youth. 

campus
Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)
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FOUR DAY
FORECAST

HIGH 42 | LOW 28

SATURDAY

HIGH 26 | LOW 18

FRIDAY

HIGH 41 | LOW 26

SUNDAY

HIGH 37 | LOW 16

THURSDAY

Students might be opening 
their wallets a little wider next 
year to support the Student 
Association.

SA President Lamar Thorpe 
proposed a $1 per credit-hour 
increase in the SA student fee 
during his State of the SA ad-
dress Tuesday night at Mount 
Vernon.

The new student fee would 
apply to all new incoming 
undergraduate students and 
transfer students, said Thorpe, 
a senior. 

The student fee increase 
would bring an additional 
$60,000 in funds to the SA 
which would be used specifi-
cally for the allocations to over 
200 student organizations, 
Thorpe said. Students pay $1 
per credit hour, up to a $15 
fee per semester for students. 
The proposed increase would 
double the fee charged to stu-
dents. 

Thorpe said increased rev-
enues are needed to support 
student organizations. 

“The current SA fee was 
created to support a commuter 
school, which we no longer 
are,” said Thorpe during the 
address. “We have seen that 
the University is willing to 
make cut backs on campus life 
and we must construct proac-
tive initiatives to protect our 
community.”

The student fee this year 
provided the SA with $465,000 
to allocate to over 200 student 
organizations for the entire 
academic year, said SA Senator 
Andrew Salzman (GSEHD), 
chair of the SA Finance Com-
mittee

Student organizations sub-
mitted over $2 million in re-
quests to the finance commit-
tee during the fall semester, 
said Salzman, a graduate stu-
dent. 

“Events are expensive, the 
number of organizations has 
increased, and the sources of 
alternate funding have de-
creased for student organiza-
tions,” Salzman said. “If stu-

SA president proposes 
student fee increase

SABRIEFS dents truly want the financial 
resources to be available to 
them, these resources need to 
originate from somewhere.”

An increase in the SA stu-
dent fee is not a new idea. For-
mer SA presidents including 
SA Senator Omar Woodard 
(CCAS-G), a graduate student, 
and Audai Shakour, last year’s 
president, called for an in-
crease in the student fee. These 
proposed increases were not 
approved by the SA Senate. 
Thorpe is proposing that stu-
dents vote on the fee increase 
during this year’s elections on 
Feb. 21 and 22. 

–Andrew Ramonas

The Alpha Phi Alpha frater-
nity will host their 10th annual 
charity step show Feb. 3 to ben-
efit the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Fund and the Black 
Genesis Scholarship Fund.

The show, Step Your Game 
Up, will feature “traditional 
step dancing” and hip-hop 
dance performances by GW’s 
Capital Funk and Georgetown 
University’s Groove Theory, 
said junior Eric Woodard, pres-
ident of Alpha Phi Alpha. The 
chapter will also host an after 
party in the Continental Ball-
room of the Marvin Center.

Three National Pan-Hellen-
ic Council chapters, including 
Alpha Phi Alpha, Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha sorority and Zeta Phi 
Beta sorority will be perform-
ing. Three Multicultural Greek 
Council Chapters – Iota Phi 
Theta Fraternity, Lambda Up-
silon Lambda Fraternity and 
Lambda Pi Chi Sorority – will 
also participate.

The chapters will perform 
synchronized dances and com-
pete for a grand prize of $1,000. 
The competition will award 
a $500 prize for the fraternity 
and sorority with the next-
highest scores. The judges will 
rank the teams on originality, 
appearance, crowd participa-
tion, visible charisma, com-
plexity of the dance and more, 

Woodard said.
The MLK Jr. Memorial 

Fund, chartered in 1998, is re-
sponsible for commemorating 
King’s life and work by rais-
ing funds, designing and con-
structing the memorial in D.C., 
according to the Fund’s Web 
site. The Black Genesis Schol-
arship Fund awards a high 
school senior in the greater 
D.C. metro region with a col-
lege scholarship.

Though last year’s step 
show lacked a large audience, 
Woodard said he anticipates 
that this year’s crowd will fill 
Lisner Auditorium. The recent 
release of the movie, “Stomp 
the Yard,” which features step 
dancing, may also increase at-
tendance, Woodard said.

“It’s the 10th year that the 
chapter has hosted the event, 
as well as the end of the Fra-
ternity’s Centennial Celebra-
tion and the chapter’s 30th an-
niversary,” Woodard said. “So 
everyone is trying their hard-
est to make it a success.”

—Marissa Bialecki

Alpha Phi Alpha to host 
charity step show

GREEKBRIEFS

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Junior Joe DeLeo and other members of the crew team participate in Row for Humanity 
outside Funger Hall Wednesday. The event took place in Ivory Tower, Kogan Plaza and 
outside Funger all day to raise money for Habitat for Humanity. 

SNAPSHOT    cold sweat

The School of Business 
selected fi ve full-time fac-
ulty members as their newest 
Dean’s Research Scholars ear-
lier this month. Each scholar 
participates in the program for 
two academic years, receives a 
$12,500 Crain research stipend, 
a reduced course load and a 
$2,500 annual stipend for re-
search-related expenses.

A committee comprised of fac-
ulty representatives from the nine 
departments within the business 
school made the selections.

“These awards are representa-
tive of the strategic commitment 
to research at the GW School of 

Business. The school’s research 
committee put each faculty mem-
ber through a rigorous screening 
process,” said William R. Baber, 
business school associate dean for 
research and doctoral studies, in a 
press release.

The scholars include: Al-
exandre M. Baptista, fi nance 
assistant professor; Sok-Hyon 
Kang, accountancy professor; 
Gergana Jostova, fi nance as-
sistant professor; Refi k Soyer, 
decision sciences professor; 
and Jennifer W. Spencer, in-
ternational business associate 
professor.

– Lizzie Wozobski

Business School faculty named research scholars

Correction



by Lindsey Hartmann
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Three big shots from the big 
leagues paid a visit to their alma 
mater Tuesday afternoon.

Three Major League Baseball 
franchise officials – all of whom 
graduated from GW over the past 
60 years – participated in a panel 
discussion after being inducted 
into the GW School of Business 
Sports Executives Hall of Fame 
in the Jack Morton Auditorium. 
Theodore Lerner, managing prin-
cipal owner of the Washington 
Nationals; Randy Levine, presi-
dent of the New York Yankees; 
and Sam Perlozzo, manager of 
the Baltimore Orioles, spoke about 
their careers and the future of 
baseball.

Levine said higher ticket prices 
are a problem, but they are not as 
bad as people think. “(Baseball is) 
still the most affordable sport,” 
said the 1977 undergraduate 
alumnus.

He said that while player sala-
ries affect the price of admission, 
the Yankees’ management does 
everything possible to keep the 
game reasonably priced.

The Yankees have been at the 
forefront of debate on the struc-
ture of the MLB. Baseball is the 
only professional sport in America 
without a salary cap, which crit-
ics argue leads to large disparities 
in team talent. The Yankees have 
been the most expensive in recent 
history.

Lerner, a former member of the 
GW Board of Trustees who earned 
a bachelor of law degree in 1950, 
said he plans on keeping ticket 
prices for the D.C. team afford-
able. Tickets for the 2007 season 
at RFK Stadium range from $5 to 
$130 per game. Lerner added that 
higher-end box and club seats help 
to keep general seating pricing 
reasonable.

The Yankees’ $193 million 
payroll was the largest in Major 
League Baseball this year while 
the Nationals’ $63.3 million was 
toward the bottom.

Baltimore Orioles’ Manager 
Sam Perlozzo, who graduated 
from GW in 1973 with a bachelor’s 
degree, said he is also concerned 
about high prices but believes 
baseball is incredibly resilient. 
Regardless of past events, fans 
have stayed loyal to the game, 

he said.
“It shows how fun it is,” 

Perlozzo said of baseball’s abil-
ity to maintain loyalty through 
difficult times. Within the past 
15 years, a players’ strike, steroid 
scandal and skyrocketing salaries 
of top performers have marred the 
image of America’s pastime. 

The discussion, which drew 
more people than the 250-seat 
auditorium could hold, was 
titled “Major League Baseball’s 
Scorecard: What Does the Future 
Hold?”

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg handed out cer-
tificates to the newly inducted hall 
of fame members. Trachtenberg 
was billed to introduce the men at 
beginning of the event, but arrived 
late.

The three panelists shared 
anecdotes about their GW and 
baseball careers.

Perlozzo said his career path 
leading to baseball was atypical. 
It started when he needed money 
to pay for his education. While 
he was too small for football, he 
received a full scholarship from 
the baseball team.

“I came here first to get my 
education, and it’s the thing I’m 
most proud of,” he said.

Lerner, who first came to GW 
for an associate’s degree after 
serving in World War II, credited 
the G.I. Bill with paying his way 
through college. The New Deal 
legislation he discussed provided 
free college or vocational school to 
veterans of the war.

Levine said that although GW 
gave him the education and tools, 
it was the city that influenced him 
the most.

 “I don’t know if anything pre-
pares you for a career in Major 
League Baseball, but the environ-
ment here in Washington – with so 
many diverse people – it started me 
on a way of developing a thought 
process that has stuck with me all 
these years,” Levine said.

The School of Business Sports 
Management Program hosted the 
event. Approximately 90 under-
graduate and 40 graduate stu-
dents are enrolled in the program 
that teaches topics such as sports 
law, marketing, event manage-
ment and sports media commu-
nications. n

–David Ceasar and Jake Sherman 
contributed to this report.

News The GW Hatchet Thursday, January 25, 2007 | 3

UPD probes 
$25K in thefts

by Ashley Roberts
Hatchet Reporter 

University officials met with 
fraternity and sorority lead-
ers Tuesday night to talk about 
safety and reimbursement as the 
University Police Department con-
tinues investigating the 21 thefts 
in Townhouse Row that occurred 
over winter break.

UPD Inspector Mark Velasic 
said he could “only speak in gen-
eralities,” but assured students 
that UPD was being thorough in 
its search for the culprit.

“The investigation will go 
on until no stone is unturned,” 
Velasic said.

He added that UPD has posted 
a crime alert to jog the memories 
of some who may have observed 
suspicious behavior. Velasic asked 
for serial numbers for stolen items 
like televisions or credit card infor-
mation to help the investigation.

In an interview with The 
Hatchet, UPD Chief Dolores 
Stafford said police have assessed 
the stolen property at about 
$25,000. She said that although 
officers have not received calls 
from those residing in the town-
houses over break, UPD is work-
ing to find leads.

“We are actively pursuing 
information as it becomes avail-
able to us,” Stafford said.

Tim Miller, director of the 
Student Activities Center, 
addressed student concern for the 
University’s reimbursement of sto-
len property. He said the Office of 
Risk Management will make the 
decision on reimbursing students 

after the investigation is complete.
Students should use their hom-

eowners and renters insurance to 
gain reimbursement quickly, said 
Henry Knabe, assistant director of 
GW Housing Programs. He said 
students have an active role to 
play in the safety of their resi-
dences.

“Townhouses ... are notorious 
for swapping keys instead of turn-
ing them in,” he said.

Alpha Phi President Julia King 
said key swapping is irrelevant 
because residents were not in 
the townhouse when the thefts 
occurred.

“This happened when our 
stuff was in (the) custody of the 
University,” she said.

King made suggestions for 
improving safety, such as restrict-
ing access to Townhouse Row 
buildings. She said no one in her 
sorority likes being in the common 
area late at night because of safety 
concerns. Other ideas included 
installing GWorld swipe machines 
in the elevators and requiring 
accompaniment for outside visi-
tors, including maintenance, at all 
times.

“We are appreciative of our 
house and the large staff that sup-
ports it,” King wrote in an e-mail, 
“however, we have requested – to 
no avail – in the past to have key 
access to the house as opposed to 
swiping.” 

“We do tell our sisters to ask 
what and why a GW employee is 
doing when they enter the house 
– and encourage them to report 
anything that makes them feel 
unsafe.” n

A suspicious object across 
the street from 1959 E Street 
prompted several city blocks to 
be shut down and the residence 
hall and adjacent academic 
building to be locked down 
Wednesday evening.

Just before 6:30 p.m., Met-
ropolitan Police officers and 
bomb squad specialists began 
arriving on E Street between 
19th and 21st streets, where 
they halted all vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic. An employ-
ee of the Red Cross National 
Headquarters called 911 with 
the bomb scare after seeing an 
unknown electrical device out-
side the building, MPD Officer 
Joe Dolan said.

The object turned out to be a 
pressure cleaner, used to wash 
off a white stone monument 
earlier in the day, said Dolan, 
who is a member of MPD’s 
Bomb Squad. His team worked 
with canine officers to investi-
gate the scene and determine 
that no bomb was present.

“Everything was just fine,” 
said Dolan, driving away in his 
SUV with canine officer Elvis in 
the back. 

Given that the bomb scare 
occurred at the southern border 
of the GW campus, the Univer-
sity Police Department was not 
directly involved in cordoning 
off the perimeter. However, 
UPD officers activated a “shelter 
in place” policy, which required 
students, faculty and staff in the 
1957 and 1959 E Street build-
ings to remain inside.

Students waiting to get into 
the buildings shivered in the 
cold, which the Weather Chan-
nel reported as being in the up-
per-30s. 

Senior Josh Adlakha, who 
works with Academic Technol-
ogies in the academic building, 
waited outside on the corner of 
19th and E streets with about a 
dozen others.

“I was having trouble get-
ting in and out of the building,” 
Adlakha said. “They will make 
a big deal about anything now.”

– David Ceasar and 
Andrew Ramonas 

The smell of gas caused 
the evacuation of two separate 
building complexes on cam-
pus early Monday afternoon.

At about 1:30 p.m. the fire 
alarms sounded in Funger 
Hall and the connecting Du-
qués Hall. About 10 minutes 
later Ross Hall, which is home 
to the medical school, was also 
evacuated due to the smell of 
gas.

Hundreds of students, fac-
ulty and staff flocked to 22nd 
and 23rd streets, watching as 
dozens of fire fighters and 
about 10 fire trucks arrived 
within about 20 minutes fol-
lowing the first alarm. People 
were allowed to re-enter all of 
the buildings by about 2:15 
p.m.

The University and D.C. 
Fire Department said it was 
coincidental that the two 
evacuations occurred nearly 
simultaneously.

“These were two separate 
issues, not related. That’s key 
... the timing may have been 
... a little bit confusing,” said 
Matt Lindsay, assistant direc-

tor of Media Relations. “Obvi-
ously, we’d love to have none 
of these incidents, but I think 
these are all relatively minor 
and apparently, to the best of 
my knowledge, unrelated.”

The boiler in the Ross Hall 
basement was under repair 
and facilities workers may 
have inadvertently damaged 
the underground gas lines in 
the area, Lindsay said.

Wayne Benson, battalion 
chief for the fire department’s 
special operations unit, said 
welding work in Ross Hall’s 
basement may have been the 
cause of the suspicious odor.

A hazardous material 
team took readings of the air 
within the building but found 
nothing harmful, he added.

Christine Morgan, an em-
ployee in the Graduate Medi-
cal Education Program, ini-
tially thought the natural gas 
smell may have come from 
one of the building’s science 
laboratories.

“We actually smelled gas 
in the office – the gas that you 
heat a house with,” said Mor-

gan, who was bundled up, 
waiting between the medical 
school and the hospital in the 
cold afternoon. “We’re near the 
science labs, so we thought at 
the time it was from there, (but 
then other floors) was evacuat-
ing as well.”

A maintenance crew 
working on fuel pumps in the 
basement of Funger probably 
led to the release of the odor, 
Lindsay said. The spokesper-
son added that someone in 
Funger or Duques activated a 
pull station, which manually 
sounded the alarm.

Business professor Tjai 
Nielsen was teaching a man-
agement course in Duques 
when he noticed a foul odor.

“There was a strong smell 
of gas ... in the classroom, 
and my students smelled it 
as well,” Nielsen said as he 
was standing across the street 
from the building. Others in-
side Funger and Duques said 
they also noticed the smell of 
gas. n

– Brandon Butler and David 
Ceasar

Bomb, gas scares alarm campus
E St. buildings shut down 
due to suspicious device

MLB executives 
honored at SMPA

Natural gas smells prompt two unrelated evacuations

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Metropolitan Police Officer Hunt removes a pressure cleaner from the American Red 
Cross building that prompted a lock-down at 1957 and 1959 E St. Wednesday night.

Ted Lerner, 
an owner of 
the Washing-
ton Nationals, 
spoke about 
the future of 
baseball Tues-
day afternoon 
in the Jack 
Morton Audi-
torium. Lerner 
and two other 
alumni were 
inducted into 
the School 
of Business 
Sports Exec-
utives Hall of 
Fame.
Alex Ellis/
Hatchet 
photographer



What would you do if GW 
kicked disabled students 
out of on-campus hous-

ing because they require wheelchairs 
or Seeing Eye dogs to move around? 
Shock and outrage would fill 
the pages of The Hatchet and 
students would likely erect 
barricades around Rice Hall, 
perhaps leading chants of 
“Hey hey, ho ho, disabled 
kids don’t have to go!”

Yet, current GW policy 
does not allow students to live with 
their children in on-campus housing. 
Essentially, GW tells students facing 
unplanned pregnancies: “If you want 
to keep your child and continue your 
education, then toughen up, toots, and 
find your own place.”

Obviously, some parenting students 
might choose to take a semester off or to 
live off-campus. But it is hardly compas-
sionate to force women to face the dif-
ficulties of finding nearby housing and 
new roommates, as well as signing a 
12-month lease because her crying child 
might inconvenience others. Do Seeing-

Eye dogs not bark? Do we value dogs 
more than children?

Last Monday marked the 34th anni-
versary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme 
Court decision that (along with a lesser-

known companion case Doe 
v. Bolton) effectively created 
a national regime of legalized 
abortion throughout all nine 
months of pregnancy. Since 
that day, a pitched battle has 
divided this country’s politics 
and culture. While it is critical 

to debate principles such as whether 
unborn and born human beings share 
the inalienable right to life, students 
who call themselves “pro-life” and “pro-
choice” should work together to provide 
women in crisis pregnancies with practi-
cal alternatives to abortion. 

Most people can now agree that 
abortion is not good for women. Even 
Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) has said 
that abortion is a “sad, even tragic 
choice.” A New York Times article about 
crisis pregnancy centers tells the story 
of one woman named Mendy Mason 
who had an abortion earlier in life and 

now says, “You can’t rip a baby from a 
woman’s womb without ripping out her 
heart.” No one should have to experi-
ence such pain. 

The same compassion that drives 
pro-lifers to seek legal protection for 
the lives of unborn children should 
lead them to support the lives of moth-
ers during and following pregnancy. 
Pro-choice activists on campus should 
work to provide women with more of a 
choice than a bucket of condoms and the 
phone number of the nearest Planned 
Parenthood.

Resources such as on-campus hous-
ing and information about policies 
pertaining to pregnant and parenting 
students regarding academics, financial 
aid, the responsibility of fathers and tak-
ing leaves of absence will help women 
choose options like motherhood and 
adoption. Part of the problem at GW 
is that such information is not clearly 
published, as a simple Google search 
will show. 

Providing resources and enacting 
better policies, however, do not alone 
alleviate pressure to abort. Providing 

material resources must be accompanied 
by a change of attitude that supports life 
and fights the stigma against pregnancy 
– a stigma created by some professors, 
students and irresponsible boyfriends 
who lead women to believe that moth-
erhood or adoption will destroy their 
careers and relationships.

It’s important to remember that 
when talking about changing GW that 
“GW” is not just a bunch of administra-
tors. It’s all of us. Positive change doesn’t 
begin with bureaucrats in Rice Hall or 
the Student Association. It begins when 
students work together and volunteer 
their time and efforts to solve problems. 

Those who want to create a better 
campus should spend time thinking 
about how they can help. On April 13, 
Colonials for Life will host a pregnancy 
resources forum for any students – pro-
life or pro-choice – who want to create 
a campus that respects the dignity of 
women and children. Hopefully, it will 
be a step in the right direction.

–The writer, a senior majoring in inter-
national affairs and history, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

opinions
Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)
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editorial
“ QUOTABLE

“I think President Bush is the savior of modern society.”
–Freshman James Barns, while watching the president’s State of the Union address 

Tuesday night at the College Republicans viewing party in the Marvin Center. 

Want your opinion 

to be heard?
e-mail any columns, 

letters or cartoons to
opinions@gwhatchet.com

College students are notorious for being 
chronically short on everything from 
money to time to sleep, but one thing 

that we never seem to have a shortage of is com-
plaints. 

As a columnist, I see it as my job to tune in to 
what’s happening on campus, to what people are 
saying, be it bad or good, and to put it 
down on paper. Since people tend to be 
the most vocal about things that bother 
them, it comes as no surprise that most 
of my – and other writers’ – columns 
focus on something that we find wrong 
with the school.

Each of the issues that we all com-
plain about, whether it be in the newspaper or 
at lunch with friends, is clearly something that is 
bothersome enough to be noticeable. But some-
times, in the midst of loudly voicing our dissat-
isfaction with everything from exam schedules to 
housing to a lack of late-night coffee, we can also 
lose sight of the major issues facing our student 
body. At the same time, we can forget the reason 
that we are all at GW in the first place; we like it 
here.

At least we should like it here, especially for 
the amount of money that our parents shell out 
for us to keep returning each semester. Every stu-
dent at some point had to have made a decision 
to apply in the first place. No one dragged us here 
kicking and screaming.

While the things that we complain about may 
at times be quite serious, we can’t let the smaller 
irritating details define our whole GW experience. 
Yes, waiting in line for 20 minutes for lunch at J 
Street is annoying, but is that really going to be 
what we picture when looking back on our college 
days two decades from now? I certainly hope not, 

because even though it sometimes gets 
swept under the rug in the midst of our 
hearty complaining, and at the risk of 
sounding like an admissions brochure, 
GW really does have a lot to offer.

All of this is not to say that our griev-
ances and objections are at all unfound-
ed or unimportant. There are definitely 

times when the administration overlooks a detail 
or underestimates the value of an eliminated pro-
gram to the student body. At times like this, we 
have two options: whine and complain about it, 
or do something (forming a Facebook group does 
not count).

If all that we choose to do is complain about 
these issues, then they’re going to stay exactly 
that: complaints. If the issue is serious or sig-
nificant enough, then it is vital that students take 
action in order to ensure change. From what I’ve 
seen during my time at GW, the administration is 
more than willing to sit down and discuss what-
ever students find inadequate or troublesome 
about the everyday running of the school. Living 
in a city with such a rich history of peaceful pro-

tests and civil disobedience, it shouldn’t be too 
hard for students to get creative when it comes 
to making a statement about the concerns that 
really matter.

There is really no excuse for ignorance, apa-
thy or mere whining at a school that prides itself 
on its political energy and activism. Some of the 
best and brightest in the nation should be able 
to negotiate, petition, advocate and do what-
ever it takes effectively enough to see a wrong 
righted, especially when it is taking place right 
on their very own campus. Think of what we 
could accomplish if instead of siphoning precious 
energy into useless complaining, we redirected 
it all collectively towards seeing change where it 
really matters.

The trick is to know how to pick and choose 
our battles. Going to the mat for the real issues 
is not only our right, but it’s also our duty. 
However, it’s not likely to happen if every small 
inconvenience is treated like a matter of life and 
death for five minutes, then forgotten about. All 
the while, important issues are treated the same 
way, only with recurring complaining sessions. 
With the trivial grumbles, it might be better to 
make it our belated New Year’s resolution to 
simply let them go and focus on why we chose 
GW out of the multitude of colleges in the United 
States in the first place.

–The writer, a freshman majoring in psychology, 
is a Hatchet columnist.

Focus on the big issues

For students, it may be a dream come true, 
but the nation-wide trend of grade inflation 
is ultimately detrimental to our education 
system. Though a study pointed to rising 
student grade point averages, administrators 
are slow to take any action. Curtailing this 
phenomenon at the University would be a 
great way to buck the national trend and set 
an example for other schools to follow.

According to a GW Faculty Senate study of 
grade inflation in 2005, average undergradu-
ate GPAs rose by 0.22 between 1983 and 2002. 
This mirrors a national trend of an estimated 
0.15 increase per decade since 1967. It may 
be the case that this statistic is influenced by 
the overall perception of higher education as 
a consumer product – in which students be-
lieve they pay for As – but certain actions at 
GW could help change this culture.

Grading is, in many cases, a subjective 
process based on an individual professor’s 
expectations and coursework. Addition-
ally, decreasing grade inflation is a difficult 
process due to varying levels of difficulty in 
different departments. Thanks to the 2005 
study and course evaluation data, however, 
the University should have a good grip on 
which classes are letting students slide with 
minimal work.

A grading rubric would serve as a posi-
tive step in the right direction to get different 
faculty members and department heads on 
the same page. If all professors understand 

broad crite-
ria that would 
work across 
disciplines for 
assigning As, 
Bs, Cs, and Ds, 
they may adapt 
their teaching, 
c o u r s e w o r k 
and grading to 
better evaluate 
student perfor-
mance.

Administra-
tors must pay 
specific atten-
tion to two dif-
ferent sections 
of the same 
course. Work-
load and grad-
ing in this case 

must be standardized to ensure the same 
academic experience. That is not to say that 
all courses must possess the same amount of 
academic rigor – however, students should 
choose professors based on teaching styles 
and not on lackadaisical marking policies.

While these steps may not fully solve the 
problem, they would at least stop the en-
croachment of inflated grades. Department 
heads must follow up with further evalu-
ation after any sort of grading standard is 
enacted and determine if more drastic mea-
sures are needed.

GW officials have said it is difficult for 
GW to become the leader in addressing 
grade inflation when it is so prevalent in the 
United States. A simple weighing of students 
grades, however, would mean that the Uni-
versity could make student evaluation more 
stringent while not showing an overall drop 
in performance.

If a student transcript were to include a 
scale or a rank indicating how other students 
in a field of study performed, that document 
would give graduate schools or employers 
a true picture of student achievement. GW 
could become a national trendsetter with this 
practice, and ultimately others could follow.

In the end, it is imperative for all Ameri-
can Universities to become more transparent 
in revealing the weight of student grades. If 
more and more schools adopt this practice, a 
national index for grade value may likely fol-
low. In the meantime, graduate schools and 
employers must begin to consider the true 
value of a student’s GPA in a course of study 
at one college versus another.

Increased attention toward this issue of 
real grade value is imperative for curtailing 
this trend in America. Additionally, more eq-
uitable policies could help change the culture 
of higher education from a consumer-based 
experience to a more academically rigorous 
exercise.

Create a grading 
standard and put 
GPAs in context

GW fails pregnant and parenting students

DIANA

KUGEL
COLUMNIST

Be courteous and quiet for our 
neighbors 

One of the great benefits of 
attending GW is its location in 
the Foggy Bottom/West End and 
Foxhall communities. We enjoy 
numerous cultural activities as well 
as excellent shopping, restaurants 
and entertainment opportunities. 

The University is committed 
to being a good neighbor in our 
community. The University Police 
Department, the Office of D.C. and 
Foggy Bottom/West End Affairs 
and the Office of Off-Campus 
Student Affairs demonstrate 
this commitment and work in 
partnership with students and 
neighbors to address concerns and 
make a better community for all of 
us.

We often hear concerns from 
our neighbors about noise. Our 
neighborhoods are filled with 
working professionals, senior 
citizens and families with young 
children. The lifestyle of students 
can be very different from the 
lifestyle of our neighbors. You may 
be walking with a group of friends 
for a fun night out at 8pm on 
Saturday night, just when parents 

are putting their children to bed. Or, 
you may be returning at 1am from 
enjoying a night on the town and 
families are sound asleep. 

To help us all be better 
members of our community, we 
are introducing the Quiet Zone 
initiative for the spring semester. 
As a reminder to students leaving 
their residence halls, Quiet Zone 
posters will be placed on building 
doors. We encourage everyone to 
keep these tips in mind:

When walking in a group, please 
keep your talking and laughing to a 
moderate level, particularly during 
late night hours.

Pay special attention to 
residential buildings. D.C. laws 
make it illegal to shout or make a 
disturbance outside a building at 
night.

Try not to congregate beneath 
windows of a residential building. 

Keep your mobile phone 
conversations to a reasonable 
volume.

We encourage you to follow these 
tips, and your own common sense, 
in our neighborhoods. Courtesy can 
reap tremendous benefits for our 
communities. Please help us all to 

be better neighbors and encourage 
others to take part in the Quiet 
Zone.

–Brian F. Hamluk
Director, Off-Campus Student 

Affairs
–Michael P. Akin

Director, D.C. & Foggy Bottom/
West End Affairs  

–Dolores A. Stafford
Chief, University Police 

Department

Look at interest, not course 
challenge 

Gabriel Okolski’s column 
“Working hard or hardly working” 
(Jan. 22, p. 4) has its merits, but 
his thesis that those of us who are 
liberal arts majors have it easier than 
sciences majors or math majors has 
a serious flaw: the assumption that 
students have similar skill levels in 
varying (if not opposing) fields. 

I am willing to bet that there 
are quite a few dedicated math/
sciences majors out there who find 
it simple to do well in their classes 
but would grimace at the idea of 
writing 35-plus pages for an upper-
level Jewish studies course. 

Yes, there is something to the fact 

that many GW students can pan the 
front page of Financial Times and 
have all the material they’ll need to 
speak up and write well in class. At 
the same time, the reason why this 
is the case is because some classes 
cover material that political science 
and international affairs majors are 
particularly good at. 

I for one, a religion major, 
couldn’t pull it off, but I know that 
the truth resides in interest as well 
as in skill: after having taken 57 
credits in my major, I’ve done much 
better in my major courses than my 
non-major courses. 

The fact that the vast majority 
of GW students are particularly 
good at their liberal arts or science 
or math majors but have trouble 
stepping outside of their comfort 
zone is not really a problem – it’s 
business as usual at GW. No amount 
of surveying in an attempt to create 
an equal level of difficulty between 
a biology and a history class is 
going to change the fact that people 
who dig biology will do better at 
biology, and the people who dig 
history do better at history.

–Will Donovan
Senior

letters to the editor

Deadlines for submissions are 
Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and 
Tuesday 5 p.m. for Thursday issues. 
They must include the author’s name, 
title, year in school and telephone 
number. The GW Hatchet does not 
guarantee publication of any sub-
missions and reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for space, gram-
mar and clarity. Electronic submis-
sions are preferred.

The GW Hatchet
Opinions Editor
2140 G St. N.W.

Washington, DC 20052
letters@gwhatchet.com
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Students should save their energy and time for major complaints and issues

JOHN

MCCORMACK 
COLUMNIST

A grading rubric would 

serve as a positive step 

in the right direction 

to get different faculty 

members and depart-

ment heads on the 

same page.
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Urinating in Public

1/18 – 1957 E Street 
Garage – 2:15 a.m. – case 
closed
An officer observed a subject 
run into the parking garage, 
which is operated using a 
remote control. The suspect, 
who was unaffiliated with GW, 
then urinated in the parking 
garage.

No further action

Attempted Burglary

1/16 – Madison Hall – 1:15 
p.m. – open
A student called the University 
Police Department about an 
unknown person in her room. 
She said the individual was in 
the room when she entered and 
the door had been unlocked. 
She was unsure if any property 
was stolen.

Open case

Destruction

1/15 – 2000 Block of G 
Street – 1:45 a.m. – case 

closed
A complainant notified UPD 
after he observed a subject 
spray-paint the back of a 
building. He said the subject 
ran when confronted and the 
complainant chased after 
him. The complainant said he 
then caught the subject, who 
pleaded with him not to call the 
police and allow him to remove 
the paint. The complainant took 
the subject back to the house 
where the subject was unsuc-
cessful in removing the paint 
from the door. When the com-
plainant realized the paint was 
not coming off, he called UPD.

Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

Drug Law Violation

1/8 – Madison Hall – 2:07 
p.m. – case closed
Housing staff became aware of 
drug paraphernalia in a room 
through facilities personnel, 
who discovered the item during 
a repair. Housing staff notified 
UPD of an administrative search 
in progress. The community 
director searched the room and 
found a pipe, which tested pos-
itive for marijuana residue. The 
community director also found 

a container, but there was not 
enough residue for a conclusive 
test.

Referred to SJS

Liquor Law Violation

1/19 – Potomac House – 
10:02 p.m. – case closed
UPD was notified of a sus-
picious odor. When UPD 
responded to the location, an 
underage male was leaving the 
room with a bottle of Southern 
Comfort. Officers assessed the 
male and the two underage 
females in the room. Additional 
alcohol was found in the room, 

and all alcohol was disposed of 
on the scene.

Referred to SJS

1/20 – Thurston Hall – 3:30 
a.m. – case closed
UPD confronted a student 
about his language, which 
was loud and profane. While 
confronting the student inside 
Thurston, UPD smelled alcohol 
and determined the student 
needed further medical atten-
tion. The student was taken to 
GW Hospital.

Referred to SJS

–compiled by Ashley Roberts
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Saudi diplomat speaks

by Reed Cooley
Hatchet Staff Wroter 

Former Saudi Ambassador to 
the U.S. Prince Turki Al-Faisal said 
students studying abroad in the 
U.S. are their nation’s “true ambas-
sadors” in a speech Monday in the 
Marvin Center. 

He said it is important to 
his country that Saudi students 
have the opportunity to come to 
the U.S. to study, as he did at 
Georgetown and Princeton. The 
speech, titled “The Challenges and 
Opportunities Facing Saudi Arabia 
in the 21st Century,” kicked off an 
unofficial “Mid-East Ambassador 
week” with Ahmed Al-Mughairy, 
the Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman, speaking Thursday at the 
Elliott School.

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg, University 
Marshall Jill Kasle, and Elliot 
School of International Affairs 
senior Neda Al-Mubarak, joined 
the ambassador on stage as he 
spoke to a nearly full Dorothy 
Betts Marvin Theatre.  

Trachtenberg introduced Al-
Faisal, touching on the University’s 
involved history with Saudi Arabia, 
which includes Saudi students 
enrolled at GW, faculty members 
who have gone to Saudi Arabia for 
research and an extended exchange 
of information and resources 
between the GWU Medical Center 
and the Middle Eastern nation.

“It’s fitting that the Ambassador 
join us today because GW is the 

second home to many members of 
the Kingdom,” he said.

Early in his speech Al-Faisal 
addressed the War in Iraq. 

“The determination of security 
in Iraq is a great challenge, as it 
affects the stability of not just the 
region, but the whole world,” the 
ambassador said.

He made it clear that Saudi 
Arabia supports the efforts of the 
United States to quell sectarian vio-
lence in Iraq, even after the propos-
al of President George W. Bush to 
send 21,500 more American troops. 
Since the U.S. came into Iraq unin-
vited, it should not leave uninvited, 
he said backstage after the speech 
in an interview with The Hatchet.

Al-Faisal, who ended his year- 
and-a-half term last December, 
pointed out that Saudi Arabia has 
to deal with its own internal issues 

before addressing regional and 
worldwide conflicts.

In establishing economic well-
being as his country’s priority, 
the Ambassador acknowledged 
the importance of both the finite 
resource of oil and what he called 
his country’s “best and infinite 
resource” – its people.  He list-
ed diversification, an increase in 
regulatory laws, and the country’s 
recent assent to the World Trade 
Organization as steps already taken 
toward a healthier Saudi Arabia.

Following the speech, Al-Faisal 
fielded questions from audience 
members focusing on a wide range 
of Middle Eastern issues including 
the Iraq War, the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict and a challenge to Saudi 
Arabia’s intentions with regards to 
obeying World Trade Organization 
regulations. n

CRIMELOG

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Former Saudi Ambassador to the U.S. Prince Turki Al-Faisal 
speaks to students Monday afternoon in the Marvin Center. He 
spoke about Saudi Arabia’s stance on the War in Iraq.

Former ambassador to 
the U.S. says security in 
Iraq important to region



✮the scene
ARTS & EnteRtainmentjeffrey parker >> ARTS EDITOR >>jparker@GWHATCHET.COM

the GW hatchet
1.25.2007

$5
 - 

$1
0 

- $
20

AN
 E

NT
ER

TA
IN

M
EN

T 
GU

ID
E 

FO
R 

TH
E 

CA
SH

-S
TR

AP
PE

D 
CO

LL
EG

E 
ST

UD
EN

T

Head over to Busboys and Poets, the 
café/bookstore at 2021 14th Street 
N.W., Saturday at 11 p.m. You can 
grab a delicious bite to eat, or for 
just $3, you can spend an evening 
with Jack D. Ripper, Bat Guano, and 
possible world destruction by watch-
ing the Stanley Kubrick classic “Dr. 
Strangelove or: How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb.” 
It might be relevant to today. Maybe. 

Grab a meal at American City Diner 
at 5532 Connecticut Ave., it’s time to 
take in another film. This time it’s 
“Working Girl,” a 1988 Best Picture 
nominee starring Melanie Griffith 
as a woman looking to make it in 
New York out from under the thumb 
of her boss. Sigourney Weaver and 
Harrison Ford also star, and the milk-
shakes are delicious, so make a stop 
on Wednesday night.

Scrounge up two more and get to 
Black Cat for an evening of neo-
soul with Bilal. The new school 
crooner has done work with Talib 
Kweli, Common, and the Roots, 
and his training is at the Mannes 
Music Conservatory in New York, 
so his art is firmly entrenched in 
the high and the hip-hop, remind-
ing us that the two aren’t always 
different.

by Jeff rey 
Parker

If you have $5 If you have $10 If you have $20

Watching Sunday night cartoons
Animation showcase comes to Lisner Auditorium

Asia Bistro
Army Navy Drive and South 
Joyce Street
Arlington, Virginia 20036

Pentagon Row – that corporate-
tastic row of food and drink traps you 
might have seen on your trek from the 
Fashion Centre (they actually spell it 
like that, I looked it up) at Pentagon 
City to the various stores sprawl-
ing out from Pentagon City proper 
– offers a variety of restaurant-bar 
flavors for you to choose from, each 
offering a different blend of booze and 
food to soak it up with. All in all, the 
place houses 18 places to dine, from 
Spanish (Tapeo) to Sports (Champps), 
Irish (Siné Irish Pub) to non-alcoholic 
Noodle (Noodles & Company).

Usually, shopping malls don’t 
come up at the top of anyone’s list 
of nightlife destinations, but with 
Pentagon Row’s onslaught of drink-
ing holes, that trek from FCUK to 
DSW makes ducking into a bar so 
easy – especially in the winter months, 
when outside, a small skating rink 
offers a crowd of squealing families 
with really sharp knives attached to 
their shoes.

Last Saturday, I ducked the sharp 
children and sampled Pentagon City’s 
“Asian” flavored restaurant at – they 
really make it easy for you – Asia 
Bistro. Just like the wine bar and the 
pub it’s nestled between, Asia Bistro 
(not to be confused with I Street’s 

Café Asia, 19th 
S t r e e t ’ s 
S i n g a p o r e 
Bistro, or L 
Street’s Asian 
Bistro) is as 
much of a 
booze hole as 
it is a restau-
rant. When 
I went in for 
an afternoon 
sushi snack 
last Saturday, 
I had to wade 
through the 
menu’s half-
dozen pages of 
booze specials 
– from 22 oz. 
Kirins to fruity 
martini concoc-
tions – before 

hitting the actual food – a standard 
mix of Asian fusion.

I ordered some okay avoca-
do rolls and listened to the Adult-
Contemporary-Popular-Soft-Rock-
Smooth-Jams blasting from the ste-
reo, like the lyrical stylings of Daniel 
Powter’s 2006 super-hit, “Bad Day” 
(“You had a bad day” / “You had a 
bad day”). The white pod chairs in 
the back are kind of quirky, and the 
happy hour specials are fine – two-
buck Bud bottles and three-buck wine 
glasses – but doesn’t three dollars for 
a glass seem pricey when you know 
you can pick up a bottle of Chuck at 
Trader Joe’s, six glasses for the same 
cost? And while the food was fine, 
the spot’s mall location pushes prices 
higher to take advantage of those get-
ting their first taste of freedom after 
escaping the onslaught of overpriced 
stuff-you-don’t-need in the Centre.

Don’t get me wrong, Asia Bistro 
isn’t bad, but there’s a reason malls 
aren’t known for their nightlife. No 
matter how much it plays up the drink 
factor, I can’t imagine actually going 
there on a Friday night. Asia Bistro is 
no Café Asia; hell, it’s no Asian Bistro, 
where the strongest drink is a mango 
smoothie (delicious).

So if mall people drive you to 
drinking – or if you’re just on a cash-
wasting kick – you might try hit-
ting up one of the restaurant bars on 
Pentagon Row. I’ve only tried one 
place there, but I imagine they’ll all 
rate about the same: not unpleasant. 
But if, like me, you’re just looking for 
some sushi, I’d suggest waiting out 
the metro ride back to Foggy Bottom, 
heading to One Fish Two Fish, and 
fishing a Tsingtao from the bottom of 
their refrigerator. If you’re lucky, they 
won’t even card you. n

BARbelle

Bar Belle Rating

Joe Queer, still 
shredding 

If mall people 
drive you to 

drinking – or if 
you’re just on 
a cash-wast-
ing kick – you 

might try hitting 
up one of the 

restaurant bars 
on Pentagon 

Row.

by Jessica Maloney
Hatchet Reporter

While D.C. struggled to 
clear the streets of snow and ice 
Sunday, New Hampshire pop-
punk legends The Queers strug-
gled to get into the city – and not 
just because of traffic. 

“We were playing north of 
Harrisburg and our bus broke 
down. We drove an hour away 
to get a rental truck, drove back 
to the van, picked up our stuff, 
and came here for the show,” 
said Joe Queer (real name Joe 
King), founder, singer and gui-
tarist of The Queers,

The Queers arrived at the 
Rock and Roll Hotel in an 
Enterprise rental van, ready to 
blow the audience away. For 
Queer, recovering the defunct 
bus is only part of the back-
stage anxiety: the Patriots and 
the Colts were tied at the time, 
and the New England fan did 
not want his team to lose.

While Queer waited back-
stage for football updates, local 
band The Rip-Outs opened 
the show with a lively set but 
failed to incite a response from 
the crowd. Following their act 
was the Iowa-based band The 
Riptides, who marred a decent 
set by playing too long. “Joey 
Ramone once told me, ‘Play 
your best 22 minutes and then 
get the fuck off-stage when 
you’re opening for a band,’” 
Queer said backstage.

After The Riptides, The 
Heart Attacks took the stage and 
played a loud, fast-paced punk 
set that riled the crowd. None 
of this, however, was a fraction 
of the response received by The 
Queers as they commenced their 

set. With Jeff Dewton on guitar, 
Geoff Useless on bass, Adam 
Woronoff on the drums and Joe 
Queer at the helm, The Queers 
played songs from their new 
album “Munki Brain” and took 
requests like “I’m not a Mongo 
Anymore” and “See ya Later, 
Fuckface” from the audience. 
Andy Vandal of the Riptides 
shared the stage with the band 
on the song, “Kicked Out of the 
Webelos,” and later, Haircut of 
The Heart Attacks added vocals 
to a cover of “Sheena is a Punk 
Rocker” by The Ramones.

The quality of the live show 
was a testament to the seam-
less transition in The Queer’s 
line-up. As Joe Queer said of the 
current band roster, “These guys 
play with a lot of enthusiasm. 
These younger guys… they’re 
really into it. People let me get 
away with [changing the line-
up] as long as the band sounds 
good.” 

The Queers seem immune 
to wealth and the chance to live 
“the good life.” “There isn’t any-
thing wrong with making money 
off of punk rock, but I grew 
up on the Ramones and Black 
Flag, so that’s not for me,” Queer 
said. During their 25-year career, 
the band turned down oppor-
tunities to play with bands like 
Social Distortion, NOFX and Bad 
Religion in order to avoid “a 
big fucking soap opera. They all 
think they’re rock stars and shit. I 
don’t think I’m better than them; 
I just have a different feel.”

What else is there to do then, 
if he is not living it up as a rock 
star? According to Joe Queer, 
“Off the road, I have the social 
life of a 92-year-old man – I 
don’t do shit.” n

by Mark Ferguson
Hatchet Reporter

These are not the cartoons you grew 
up with. They’re artistic, twisted, tragic, 
sadistic and at times as funny as they 
are beautiful. 

Robert May, one of the producers of 
“The Animation Show,” explains that the 
two creators of the festival, Mike Judge 
of Beavis and Butt-Head fame and Don 
Hertzfeldt known for “Rejected” and 
“Billy’s Balloon,” wanted to showcase 
the short-films they felt were left out 
of the mainstream. These are films cre-
ated by animators whose dreams never 
included the next blockbuster Disney 
princess movies. 

The animated shorts are as diverse 
in medium as they are in subject. From 
stick figures to CGI, from a down-on-
his-luck guide dog to a pair of children 
that encounter a tiny troll that makes dia-
monds out of flies, the films are carefully 
chosen to balance each other out and to 
keep the audience as entertained and in 
awe as possible. 

The festival features an opening 
introduction by Beavis and Butt-Head 
and an incredible Hertzfeldt film with 
his trademark dark humor and experi-
mental animation. Hertzfeldt is the 
man who garnered an Academy Award 
Nomination for a cartoon consisting of 
stick figures (“Rejected”) in 2000, which 
speaks volumes for his style and design. 
There are a number of foreign films, espe-
cially from the UK, 

The people behind the “Show,” May 

said, talk to art schools around the world 
and track down short films with impres-
sive showings at other festivals. In addi-
tion to directly asking to use films they’ve 
found compelling, the “Show” accepts sub-
missions from anyone in nearly any form 
ranging from VHS to a video posted on a 
Web site. Unlike many film festivals there 
is no fee for entry and the “Show” pays 
licensing fees for any market where they 
program the shorts. Amidst the thousands 
of shorts received, the “Show” whittles it 
down to just enough for about an hour 
and a half show. People seem antsy after 90 
minutes of any animated film, May said. 

In addition to the film, the festival 
often includes VJ’s – video jockeys – mix-
ing music to animation and vice versa, 
Q&A sessions with the directors and 
giveaways for contests and door prizes. 
The multi-faceted approach to showcas-
ing the shorts is all part of Judge and 
Hertzfeldt’s idea of bringing creative and 
different animation out into the open, 
releasing the films from the obscurity of 
art school classrooms and YouTube.com 
feeds. Their plan seems to be working. 

After the demise of Cartoon Sushi 
and Liquid Television on MTV in the 
mid-90s, there was little place for non-
Spongebob animators to go to have their 
work put on display. 

While the two shows were a launch-
ing pad for many artists of the time, since 
then there has been a void in the popular 
media that has been scarcely made up for 
by major film festivals, which usually offer 
little focus on animation, and the occasion-
al Sundance Channel showcase. However, 

now in its third run since it began in 2003, 
“The Animation Show” has made a deal 
with MTV2 to broadcast its selections to 
the premium cable-owning masses. May 
said the whole production group is very 
excited by the opportunity to help expose 
animators to the American public. 

While many animated shorts have 
found some life on the Internet, May is 
quick to point out that the experience is 
not at all the same, as many, if not all, of 
the films being showcased this Sunday at 
Lisner were intended for theater screens 

and the sound quality for many of the 
shorts is vital for the full effect. As much as 
“The Animation Show” is an opportunity 
for the artists to have their work shown, 
it is a chance for audiences ranging from 
film buffs to kids whose last independent 
cartoon memory is “Frog Baseball.” n

Sunday at 7 p.m. at the Lisner 
Auditorium at GW University. 
Tickets are $11 and available at the 
University box office or through
ticketmaster.com.

by Rachel Weiner
Hatchet Staff Writer

During his interview with The Hatchet, 
Demetri Martin is looking for parking. “Two 
dollars for every 15 minutes?” he asks a woman. 
“I don’t want to park here. That’s really expen-
sive. I hate Los Angeles. What a terrible place.”

The New York-based comedian usually 
moves by skateboard or bike. He’s driving 
around L.A. to work on a script that DreamWorks 
is producing. “Now that it’s written, they’ll tell 
me what’s wrong with it, which I imagine will 
be a lot,” he said. “I’ve never had a movie made. 
I was in “Analyze That” for 30 seconds. This is 
all new territory for me.”

Martin has been doing standup for over 
nine years, but he got his big breakthrough 
with a Comedy Central special in 2004. He 
worked as a writer on “Late Night With Conan 
O’Brian” that same year. In 2005, he started 
appearing on the “Daily Show” in a segment 
called “Trendspotting,” in which he tracks hip 
fads like wine and MySpace. “They renewed 
my little contract, so I get to be on the ‘Daily 
Show’ again this year,” he said. He’s written two 
sitcom scripts of his own, but both were deemed 
“too weird” by networks.

But maybe the networks were right – Martin 
is a little weird. Unlike most “Daily Show” cor-
respondents, he’s never aggressive or obnox-
ious or even sarcastic. In his standup, he offers 
absurdist, almost childlike thoughts on things 
like cake and glitter, often accompanied by a 
soothing guitar strum. 

Martin says his simpleton persona isn’t an 
act. “I just try to be myself. I like jokes. When 
I’m riding around all these jokes will pop into 

my head, and it’s just a matter of breaking down 
things. Then, on stage, it’s just telling them. I’m 
just trying to understand things in a simple way 
and then present them in a simple way. 

At least for Martin, “simple” doesn’t mean 
dumb. After graduating from Yale, the New 
Jersey native spent two years at New York 
University Law School. He dropped out to pur-
sue comedy full time.

While Martin’s style most resembles Steven 
Wright’s deadpan one-liners, he cites Woody 
Allen as his comedic role model. “He’s a really 
good example of how someone can translate 
their personality, their sensibility, into different 
media. They can do it onstage with one-liners, 
short stories, TV, films,” Martin said. “The cool 
thing about Woody Allen or Bob Dylan and so 
many great prolific artists is that if you look at 
their body of work there’s an authenticity that 
grows with that person as they try new things.”

Martin has been experimenting with new media 
himself; he recently did an online ad campaign for 
Windows Vista, the company’s newest operating 
system. The shorts, in which an overachieving 
businessman goes to an “Institute for Advanced 
Personhood” and learns to enjoy life more, have 
nothing to do with computer technology. “The idea 
seemed to fit that world, a metaphorical kind of 
thing. I thought it would be kind of fun.” 

Personhood has been on Martin’s mind late-
ly. “I’ve gotten busier in the last year. In 2007, I’m 
trying to focus more on just having a personal 
life and a little bit less on turning everything into 
comedy,” he said. “I really like comedy, but I just 
want a little balance as a person. 

Martin will probably be even busier in the 
future. Soon he might be able to afford a parking 
spot in LA – even if he’ll never admit it. n 

Interested in writing for Arts? Come to 
our Arts writers meeting this Saturday, 

January 27 at 12:30 at the Hatchet 
Offi ce, 2140 G Street.

Courtesy Animation Show LLC
“Game Over”: this stopmotion piece by artist PES recreates a familiar game 
in a new medium for the third edition of “The Animation Show.”

Courtesy Microsoft Corp.
Comedian Demetri Martin stars in television ads for Microsoft’s Windows Vista. “Deme-
tri Martin: Person,” his special on Comedy Central, will air on Jan. 29. 

Keeping it simple



by Jennifer Easton
Hatchet Staff Writer 

While games and jokes 
characterized the GW’s College 
Democrats State of the Union 
address viewing party, the 
College Republicans hosted an 
event to provide a serious envi-
ronment Tuesday evening.

“People’s negativity 
toward the President is old. I 
wish I could hear something 
positive,” said Michael Zekas, 
a sophomore in attendance at 
the CRs’ party in the Marvin 
Center’s Grand Ballroom.

Downstairs, at the College 
Democrats screening of the 
President’s speech, freshman 
Jonathan Miller declared, “I’ll 
be dead by then!” in response 
to President Bush’s proposal 
to reduce gasoline usage by 20 
percent by 2017. 

The laid-back screening 
hosted by the CDs was held 
in Marvin Center’s Columbian 
Square after the initial location 
for the event, Thurston Hall’s 
TV lounge, was discovered to 
have a broken television.

More than 50 members of 
the CDs assembled to watch 
the President’s speech, have 
snacks and play the “State of 
the Union Game.” Students 
predicted how many times 
President Bush would use 

phrases such as stem cells, tax 
cut and freedom, and even 
what color suit Hillary Clinton 
would wear. The member with 
the greatest number of correct 
answers won free entry to the 
College Democrats Leadership 
Summit that will be held in 
D.C. next month.

The Republicans opted for 
a different atmosphere, with 
about 60 guests

“This is a great, respectful 
environment,” said junior Peter 
Glessing, director of public rela-
tions for the CRs, describing 
how the event created a suit-
able place for Bush supporters 
to convene.

“I’m interested to see what 
kind of message he delivers, but 
I know he will not waiver in his 
principles,” said CRs Chairman 
Gary Livacari. “I think people 
are behind him, they know 
that 20,000 troops are proba-
bly a good idea,” Livacari said 
of Bush’s initiative to deploy 

21,500 more troops to Iraq.
In contrast, CDs President 

Sean Smith said, “Public opin-
ion is stable and low,” of the 
nation’s support for Bush’s 
move to send more troops to 
Iraq. 

Various members of each 
political group at GW expressed 
polarized responses about the 
speech.

“He looked extremely con-
fident with the proposals he 
was putting forward,” CRs col-
lege republicans’ member Chris 
Brooks.

Freshman James Barns, 
also a Republican, said after the 
address, “I think President Bush 
is the savior of modern society.”

College Democrats mem-
ber freshman Zach Hunter had 
a different view on Bush’s per-
formance. 

 Hunter said: “He may get 
a point or two in the polls, 
but even a dead cat bounces 
once.”  n

Thorpe said the proposal is 
based on advice from a commis-
sion he established in December 
to examine the effectiveness of the 
SA.

“The commission came up 
with one conclusion: that the cur-
rent structure of the SA does not 
permit us to be an effective and 
efficient organization,” Thorpe 
said. 

Members of the four councils 
would be directly elected to the 
groups, in contrast to the current 
system where students are elect-
ed to the Senate and then elected 
from within the body to sit on the 
committees. 

The proposed finance and 
campus life councils would con-
sist of 10 at-large representatives 
while the proposed academic 
affairs council would be com-
posed of 14 members – each one 
representing a different school 
and committed to focusing on 
academic initiatives. 

Thorpe said the new Finance 
Council would be more impar-
tial. 

“Unlike the current system 
where the Finance Committee 
may present a financially sound 
budget that is manipulated by 
partisan politics, the Finance 
Council will be dedicated solely 
to advocating funds to student 
organizations,” he said.

The new executive would 
consist of a president and vice 
president.

The new executive would 

have many fewer vice presi-
dents and directors that would 
be appointed at the discretion 
of the SA president. The current 
SA Executive consists of five vice 
presidents and nine directors.

 “There is too much going 
on in the executive. This would 
be easier if there wasn’t so much 
confusion about who is going to 
do what,” Thorpe said.

The Executive Board would 
consist of the president, as chair; 
the vice president, as vice-chair; 
chairs from the legislative coun-
cils; an attorney general to serve 
as legal counsel 
and prosecutor; 
and a treasurer 
to adminis-
ter funds and 
keep financial 
records. 

T h o r p e ’ s 
proposal was 
met with stiff 
o p p o s i t i o n 
Tuesday night 
by those serv-
ing in the body 
he is proposing 
to revamp. 

S A   
Executive Vice 
President Josh Lasky, who is chair 
of the Senate, is against the pro-
posal. Lasky, a senior, said the 
SA’s time should not be spent on 
internal housekeeping. 

“I personally would rather 
focus on the software, than the 
hardware,” Lasky. “You need to 
address the needs of students 
rather than spending time reform-
ing.” 

 SA Sen. Chris Rotella 
(CCAS-U), chair of the SA Rules 

Committee, agreed with Lasky.
 “No matter how many times 

you move things around it will 
not fix the problem if students 
aren’t brought into the process,” 
said Rotella, a junior. “This new 
plan makes the SA less account-
able to students, and allows for 
entire groups to be unrepresented 
when it comes to financial alloca-
tions. The best way to fix the SA is 
not to change the structure but to 
the change the attitudes.”

Thorpe said this is “not a final 
product” and he will be meeting 
with senators to discuss his pro-

posed changes to 
the SA. 

Such a pro-
posed overhaul 
is not new to the 
SA. In 1970, GW 
students voted 
to disband the 
SA in an attempt 
to install a new 
student govern-
ment, but in 1976 
the GW Board of 
Trustees re-char-
tered the organi-
zation. 

Last year, 
a similar plan 

was proposed by senior Bevin 
Doherty and junior Elliot 
Gillerman, who called for the 
elimination of the SA Senate. 
Their plan would have installed 
a new student government com-
posed of representatives from 
student organizations. Large stu-
dent organizations would have 
permanent seats in the body and 
smaller organizations would 
collaborate with each other to 
choose joint representatives to 

able to do anything serious about 
the problem.”

Soltan said pressure to give 
out high grades could also stem 
from a fear of getting poor stu-
dent evaluations. She said course 
evaluations can carry consider-
able weight in decisions of rehir-
ing and tenure.  

“In a sense, grade inflation 
makes most people very happy,” 
she said.  “It’s a lot easier in terms 
of work load and the psychology 
of dealing with students to give 
A’s.”

At least at GW, however, 
Lehman said he has not seen 
evidence of professors with the 
least job security being the ones 
to give out the highest grades.

“It’s across the board, and ev-

eryone is involved,” he said.
Other professors are not as 

worried about grade inflation. 
Henry Farrell, a political science 
and international affairs profes-
sor, argues in his blog, Crooked 
Timber, that higher grades can be 
indicative of higher student per-
formance, and the higher selec-
tivity GW has grown to become 
in the past decade.

In an interview with The 
Hatchet, Farrell said the grade 
inflation issue is somewhat over-
blown, and that the current grad-
ing system, while inflated, still 
works well enough to be able to 
rank students.

Farrell said most employers 
won’t spend time looking thor-
oughly at a student’s transcript, 
and will just look quickly at the 
student’s GPA. He said even 
small differences in GPA’s can set 
students apart from each other.  

 “You try to figure out what 

your grades are communicating 
both to the student and to the fu-
ture employer,” he said.

Grade inflation debate has 
mostly stalled at GW, but schools 
like Boston University, Princeton 
and Georgetown recently took 
measures to curb grade inflation. 
About a decade ago, for example, 
the faculty at Georgetown Uni-
versity voted on guidelines that 
recommend that about half the 
students should be given grades 
in the B range and 30 percent 
should get A’s.

Taking measures to drop 
grades, though, still is rare 
among schools.  And even indi-
vidual critics of grade inflation 
say they give out more A’s than 
are warranted.

“No one wants to be the 
first person or university to start 
lowering grades,” Soltan said. 
“I think I’m somewhat guilty as 
charged.” n

“The current structure 
of the SA does not 
permit us to be an 

effective and efficient 
organization” 

LAMOR THORPE
SA PRESIDENT

CRs, CDs watch Bush
Students watch
State of the 
Union address

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Peter Glessing, director of public relations for the College Republicans, watches Presi-
dent Bush’s State of the Union Address Tuesday night in the Marvin Center.

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Students watch the State of the Union  in Columbian Square 
Tuesday night at a party hosted by the College Democrats.

Loan rates may be cut

by Bryan Han
Hatchet Staff Writer 

College students around the 
nation may have to pay back 
less of their student loans under 
new legislation passed by the 
U.S. House of Representatives.

The bill passed 356-71 last 
week and would halve the 
interest rate on Stafford loans, 
a type of federally sponsored 
financial aid, by 2011 if passed 
by the U.S. Senate and signed 
by the President.

If the “College Student 
Relief Act of 2007” is signed 
into law, the bill would reduce 
the interest rate of federally 
subsidized student loans from 
6.8 percent to 3.4 percent over 
a four-year period. President 
George W. Bush has already 
stated opposition to the act.

According to the University’s 
financial aid office, more than 
3,000 students currently receive 
subsidized Stafford loans. 

The proposal is the fifth of 
six issues the new Democratic 
Congress – led in the House by 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)  
– promised to address in their 
first 100 hours.

“Today’s bipartisan vote to 
cut the interest rate in half ... 
will help make a college educa-
tion more affordable and more 
accessible for our next genera-
tion of leaders and innovators,” 
Pelosi said in press release. “At 
a time when college tuition con-
tinues to skyrocket, this crucial 
legislation will help remove 
some of the barriers to a higher 

education.”
After the final cut in 2011, 

the average student borrower 
would save $4,420 due to the 
interest rate reduction, accord-
ing to a study by the U.S. 
Federation of Public Interest 
Research Groups. 

According to the study, there 
were 16,000 subsidized loan 
borrowers in D.C., and roughly 
5.5 million nationwide during 
the 2004-2005 school year.

According to Daniel Small, 
director of GW’s Office of 
Financial Assistance, the gov-
ernment pays the interest on 
subsidized Stafford loans while 
the student is in college, but 
students with unsubsidized 
Stafford loans have interest 
accrue while still in school.

Eligibility for subsidized 
loans is based on financial need, 
but any student can receive an 
unsubsidized loan.

Supporters of the propos-
al include U.S. Reps. alumni 
and Congressmen Timothy 
Mahoney (D-Fla.) and Steve 
Israel (D-N.Y.). Both Mahoney 
and Israel were among the 211 
cosponsors of the bill.

“(Israel) thinks it’s becom-
ing increasingly difficult for 
working, middle-class families 
to send kids to college, and 
one of the best ways to address 
that is to lower interest rates on 
student loans,” said Meghan 
Dubyak, Israel’s communica-
tions director.

Although 124 Republicans 
joined the House Democrats in 
the bipartisan vote, the bill was 
passed over objections from the 
White House. In a statement 
released Jan. 16, Bush said the 
act would encourage additional 
loan debt, fuel the upward col-
lege tuition spiral and only help 
college graduates – not current 
students.

Small said the University 

is neither advocating nor con-
demning the legislation.

“At this point, the University 
has no position on the legisla-
tion since the process is not 
over,” Small said in an e-mail. 
“As long as the changes benefit 
students and has no side-effects 
to disadvantage other students, 
than the legislation is good.”

The act would not affect 
students currently using 
Stafford loans, Small said, since 
it would not go into effect until 
at least July 2007. He said only 
those students who are pay-
ing off their subsidized loans 
between 2007 and 2011 would 
benefit.

Sophomore Paul Dionne 
said his problem with the bill 
is that the government should 
leave such cuts to education 
and finance experts.

“The people who work in 
the House don’t know what 
the hell they’re doing when it 
comes to economics,” he said, 
adding that the bill may fur-
ther damage the federal gov-
ernment’s debt.

According to a report by the 
Congressional Budget Office, 
the act would reduce payments 
to loan lenders and cut returns 
on student defaults to avoid 
further budget deficit.

Other students said they 
were supportive of the bill.

“That’s great for whoever 
it applies to, even if it doesn’t 
apply to me,” first-year gradu-
ate student Amanda Schwenkel 
said, “because I know so many 
people rely on the loans to 
finance their education.”

Schwenkel, a student in the 
Graduate School of Education 
and Human Development, said 
half of her Stafford loans were 
subsidized, and expects to owe 
$36,000 in loan debt at the end 
of her second year under the 
current interest rates. n

House, Bush 
disagree on 
legislation

GRADES
from p. 1

by Nadia Sheikh
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Imagine this list of cre-
dentials: deputy U.S. repre-
sentative on the U.N. Security 
Council, Emmy-award win-
ning ABC News national secu-
rity and Moscow correspondent, 
President Bill Clinton’s assistant 
secretary of state for South Asian 
Affairs and a negotiator with 
Taliban officials for the release of 
terrorist Osama bin Laden. 

 This may sound like the com-
bined resumes of 
a handful of dip-
lomats, journal-
ists and profes-
sors, but in fact it 
is just one man: 
Ambassador Karl 
Inderfurth, GW’s 
director of the graduate program 
in International Affairs at the 
Elliott School. 

A graduate of the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and Princeton University as a 
Fulbright Scholar, Inderfurth 

said despite a career’s worth of 
work as an international diplo-
mat, he did not expect his future 
to take that path. A war in the 
1960s changed his mind. 

“I went to school during 
the height of the Vietnam War 
when a lot of students were 
very concerned about what we 
were doing in that war,” he said. 
“Many of us were opposed to it, 
myself included.” 

The diplomatic style of 
President John F. Kennedy 
sparked an interest in 
International Affairs studies. 

“Many of us were defined by 
that period,” he said. 

Inderfurth cannot ignore 
what he calls the similarities 
between the 1960s and today’s 
world, where he said skepticism 
over the War in Iraq is growing. 

 “Many of the questions 
that we raised 
in Vietnam have 
returned involv-
ing the questions 
with Iraq,” he 
said. “We’re back 
asking a lot of the 
same questions 

we asked in the 1960s.”
To answer questions about 

international politics, Inderfurth 
said people must first gain 
knowledge of the international 
community, and then an analysis 
can be made on what the prob-

lem is and where the solution 
can be found. 

“We need to know more about 
other countries and be better pre-
pared to make decisions with full 
knowledge and appreciation of 
those countries,” he said.

The academic setting is an 
ideal place to accomplish these 

goals, Inderfurth said.
“Universities have a major 

responsibility to educate and 
inform young people about other 
countries and cultures as they 
begin their international careers,” 
he said. “We have to be better at 

this and our academic institutions 
and our graduate schools have a 
major role to play there.”  

 He added, “That’s why I’m 
very pleased to be a part of the 
Elliott School faculty and to be 
teaching that next generation of 
our nation’s leaders.”

Since coming to GW in 2001, 
Inderfurth has helped orga-
nize visits by such international 
political all-stars as former U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
former U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, President 
of Afghanistan Hamid Karzai 
and Pakistani President Pervez 
Musharraf. 

 “One of the most reward-
ing things that I’ve been able to 
contribute is that I’ve worked 
closely at U.N. with Kofi Annan 
and he very kindly agreed to 
speak at GW,” Inderfurth said. 

He said he values these expe-
riences because it gives students 
a view of the world from the 
leaders who shape the policy. 

“The major lesson that we 
need to constantly remind our-
selves about American involve-
ment abroad is that we need to 
know more about the world,” 
he said. “We need to know more 
about other cultures, about other 
countries’ histories, about their 
language before we make deci-
sions about our involvement 
there.”  n

From the U.N. to ABC to GW
Ambassador, 
journalist 
teaches at GW

Erin Shea/photo editor
Ambassador Karl Inderfurth, says the War in Iraq is reminding 
him of the Vietnam War.
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“We need to know 
more about other 
countries ... make 
decisions with full 

knowledge and 
appreciation of those 

countries.” 

KARL INDERFURTH
DIRECTOR, GRADUATE 

PROGRAM IN INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS



the third lowest and GW’s percentage of 
Asian and Hispanic students is the fourth-
lowest when ranked against the nine 
schools  GW considers its market basket, 
according to the enrollment numbers for 
2005 and 2006 published by the schools’ 
offices of institutional research.

University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg said he expected GW’s 
numbers to fall somewhere in the middle 
of the 10 schools. 

“I would have thought we were nor-
mative,” Trachtenberg said. 

He added that the socioeconomic 
characteristics of GW and of its prospec-
tive students are two reasons why GW 
minority numbers are low. Not only is 
GW an expensive school, but it does not 
have as many resources to give out finan-
cial aid that schools like Duke University 
does, he said. 

“Even if we were first I wouldn’t be 
satisfied,” Trachtenberg said. 

According to Kathryn Napper, 
director of Undergraduate Admissions, 
increasing ethnic diversity remains one of 
GW’s goals.

Despite the fact that GW’s percentag-
es of black, Asian and Hispanic students 
rank in the bottom half of the other nine 
undergraduate market basket schools, 
GW is still one of the more diverse schools 
in the country, Napper said. 

The nine market basket schools 
include Duke University, Northwestern 
University, New York University, 
American University, Georgetown 
University, Emory University, Boston 
College, University of Virginia and 
University of Maryland. 

“All the schools you have listed have 
strong multicultural numbers,” Napper 
wrote in an e-mail. “In comparing per-
centages between such schools, you need 
to consider such factors as geographic 
location of the school, its perceived pres-
tige, its natural population draws and 
its costs. For example, I’m not surprised 
by University of Maryland’s diversity 
because of its costs and ability to 
draw heavily from a diverse state 
population.” 

In high school, Samuel 
Fitzpatrick said that he was very 
involved with student organiza-
tions that promoted cultural diver-
sity amongst his primarily white peers 
in his hometown of Louisville, Kent. 
But despite his activism in high school, 
Fitzpatrick, now a junior, said that when 
he applied to colleges, the size of the black 
community was not one of his priorities.  

“I only found out during my fresh-
man year that there was a small black 
community,” said Fitzpatrick, the Black 
Student Union’s first vice president. 

Fitzpatrick said an undergraduate 
population that includes only 5.9 percent 
black students is a disappointment to 
him. 

“That percentage isn’t acceptable, and 
I’d like to see it increase dramatically over 
the next few years,” he said. 

Though Fitzpatrick said he thinks the 
black student community is small, he also 
said it plays a large role in his life at GW, 

adding that most of his friends at school 
are black. 

“We’re very close and we have sort of 
a family network within the community,” 
he said.  

Herbert London, the president of 
Hudson Institute and an expert on affir-
mative action and higher education, said 
that diversity cannot be assessed by look-
ing at the number of minorities on cam-
pus. 

“Do you get ideas by simply looking 
at skin color? I don’t think so,” London 
said. 

For London it is more important that 
admissions offices ask potential students 
questions about their political thoughts 
and life philosophies in order to develop 
a truly diverse student body. 

“If diversity is really your goal, it 
should be diversity of ideas,” he said. 

Alma Clayton-Pederson, the vice 
president in the Office of Education and 
Institutional Renewal at the Association 
of American Colleges and Universities, 
agreed that looking at the number of 
minority races on campus is only one way 
to assess the diversity of a student body. 

“People can have high numbers … 
but if their experience there is very nega-
tive the numbers mean nothing to me,” 
Clayton-Pederson said.

Clayton-Pederson said if a univer-
sity is going to increase the diversity of 
its student body, then it is important for 
that school to have visible benefits for all 
students.

“The numbers say one thing but the 
bottom line is if you increase those num-
bers, what would it do for the learning on 
the campus?”

Trachtenberg said that increasing the 
number of minority students 
on campus will improve the 
quality of a student’s classroom 
experience.  

“We all grow from hearing 
other people’s point of view,” 
he said. 

William Villalobos, a junior 
and recent transfer student said 
he would like to take a class at 
GW about his Cuban heritage, 
but the only Cuban-related class 
he found was one on the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. 

“I know the school has 
other priorities in mind,” said 
Villalobos, an international 
affairs major.

He added that he thinks 
his Cuban heritage makes him 
stand out. 

“Everyone sees me as the 
only Hispanic they know,” he 
said, adding that he feels like 
one of the only Hispanic stu-
dents on campus. 

Talking about the Hispanic 
community on campus, he said, 
“I just wish that there would be 
more embracing of it.” n
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Numbers display diversity, students respond

“Compared to the other schools I applied to, I thought [GW] would be the most diverse ... I 
wanted more of a real world experience, but I don’t think GW really has that.”

 – Samantha Zusy, Sammy Heller and Lauren Roncevic 

“We have people from all over 
the world and it’s really exciting 
– It’s good to make friends with 
people from different places.”

 – Sharon Sheng

“As far as diversity goes, 
I think we have a pretty 
good mix here at GW.  It’s 
really like the city itself. 
That gives you so much 
opportunity; it’s really 
like a melting pot.” 

 – Aram Jawed (left) 
and Meshe Chonde (right)

“I feel we have a good international population here at George Washington, 
but we need to improve the size of the Hispanic and Black communities.”

 – Samuel Fitzpatrick

from p. 1

What do you think? 
Post comments on the Hatchet blog or 

write a letter to the editor at
letters@gwhatchet.com



SPORTS
Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

The GW Hatchet | Thursday, January 25, 2007, page 10

Twenty-four 

Late-game run extends 
home winning streak

by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer 

Senior Carl Elliott has spent 
the last three seasons making big 
plays in big situations. Now, he has 
taken freshman Travis King under 
his wing. Considering Elliott’s play 
in a 74-65 win over Saint Joseph’s 
Wednesday night, that is not such 
a bad place to be.

King seems to be a quick study. 
Lying on his back, King made what 
head coach Karl Hobbs dubbed 
the play of the game. He forced a 
loose ball, dove to recover it and 
made a flawless pass to a streak-
ing Elliott, who gave GW a 66-62 
lead late in the game. From there, 
the Colonials pulled away for its 
24th-consecutive home victory 
– the fourth longest streak in men’s 
college basketball. 

“(King) gives us a different 
speed and dimension,” Hobbs 
said. “He takes the pressure off 
Maureece (Rice) and Carl. He frees 
them up for more scoring oppor-
tunities.”

King, who might have had 
his best all-around game of the 
season, had recently been the sub-
ject of Hobbs’ post-game criticism. 
The head coach said that the team 
needed to get more production out 
of the 6-foot-2 guard from New 
Haven, Conn. On Wednesday,  

King showed up. 
But King’s speed, the key ele-

ment of his game, did not leave 
Elliott in the dust. Phil Martelli, 
Saint Joseph’s head coach, said 
Elliott was a huge piece in the 
comeback.

“I don’t know of a player who 
means more to their team,” Martelli 
said of Elliott. “Even in (GW’s) great 
teams the last two years, I thought 
he’s been the lynchpin. I’m a really 
big fan of him. He’s a terrific player, 
a hard match up, and he’s been in 
big games and hit big shots.”

Martelli said his team’s 20 turn-
overs cost it the game.

“To be honest with you, it is 
a damn shame that we could not 
execute better than that,” Martelli 
said. “No other number matters. It 
was strictly turnovers and the way 
they attack the basketball, which 
leads to lay-ups and high percent-
age shots. You can’t guard break-
outs.”

Elliott’s recent scoring slump 
did not seem to bother him en 
route to scoring 20 points. Junior 
Maureece Rice had 19 and seniors 
Regis Koundjia and Dokun 
Akingbade had seven points a 
piece. 

Saint Joseph’s got a game-high 
21 points on 6-for-7 shooting from 
Rob Calathes. Rob Ferguson had 
14 points and Ahmad Nivens had 
12 points and nine rebounds.

Despite three players in double 
figures, Martelli was not satisfied.

“What you need is solid bas-
ketball; 20 turnovers is not solid 
basketball,” Martelli added.

Down 20-6 in the first half, 
the Colonials came back by doing 
what they do best: forcing turn-
overs and scoring in bunches. The 
final scoring burst came in the last 
five minutes of the game, where 
GW outscored the Hawks 16-3. 

The Colonials face Rhode Island 
Saturday at 2 p.m. in Kingston, R.I. 
Facing a three-game conference 
road swing, Hobbs called the game 
against the Rams, an up-tempo 
opponent, the key contest. 

“They are very similar to us,” 
Hobbs said.

They may be similar, but if 
Elliott and King continue their play, 
finding a pair of equivalents will be 
difficult.  n

Elliott scores 20 
and Rice gets 19 
in A-10 win

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

A message from Saint 
Joseph’s head coach Phil Martelli 
to a GW fan sitting behind his 
bench: the things said about Mrs. 
Martelli were completely out of 
line.

Karl Hobbs, GW’s head 
coach, also has a message for that 
fan: stop, because those kinds 
of insults are disgustingly inap-
propriate.

“I would prefer not to com-
ment on some of the things you 
hear here,” Martelli said after 
his Hawks lost 74-65 to GW 
Wednesday night. “There was a 
guy out there today that would 
be arrested on the street. He had 
a lot to say about my wife. I don’t 
think (GW Director of Athletics) 
Jack (Kvancz) or Karl (Hobbs) 
would be proud about that. Nor 
his mother.”

Martelli didn’t specify the 
nature of comments about his 
wife, but said it was lucky she 
wasn’t there. Comments about 
his wife were just part of the 
heckling that the coach common-
ly endures in the Smith Center. 

Fans spent the entire game 
screaming at Martelli and mim-
icking his every move during 
a passionate contest that gave 
the Colonials its 24th consecu-
tive home victory. Insults about 
anyone’s family are just plain 

wrong, Hobbs said.
“That’s not right and our stu-

dents need to know that,” Hobbs 
said after the game. “What we’ve 
built here is special and that’s 
just not right.” 

The animosity between GW 
fans and Martelli seems decades 
long, but by most fans’ accounts, 
it goes back to March 5, 2005, 
during GW’s last home loss. 
Fans recalled Martelli making 
a yawning gesture toward the 
student section when the Hawks 
were beginning to close out the 
victory. 

Colonials fans fired back  
later when he came to Foggy 
Bottom. Fans held up a picture 
of Frankenstein next to a photo 
of Martelli, trying to show a per-
ceived likeness to the character 
from the Mary Shelly novel.

Senior Carl Elliott said stu-
dents shouldn’t be making com-
ments about his wife, but added 
that he remembers the “yawn” 
well.

“Fans are dedicated to our 

program and that’s good,” Elliott 
said. “But the yawn is when the 
rivalry took off. If I were the fans, 
I would be mad too.”

Though many Colonials fans 
give Martelli a hard time, he is 
considered a pleasant guy by 
many accounts. Martelli called 
Elliott the “most valuable player 
in the league” after last night’s 
game.  

“For him to say that about 
me is very nice,” Elliott said. “He 
has NBA guys, so that is great.”

But there was even a moment 
Wednesday night when Elliott 
thought Martelli was giving 
him some attitude. When Elliott 
reached for Martelli’s hand after 
the contest, Martelli brushed 
past him and bumped shoulders 
with him. Afterwards, Martelli 
approached the senior guard and 
gave him several compliments.

“Yeah, he walked by me and 
I was kind of wondering what 
happened,” Elliott said. “But 
then after he said he didn’t mean 
it.” n

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Junior Cheyenne Moore elevates for a layup Wednesday night in GW’s 74-65 win over Saint 
Joseph’s at Smith Center. Moore’s playing time has gone down due to a leg injury.

Making Martelli mad

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Sophomore Rob Diggs dunks 
Wednesday night.

“ ... the yawn is when the rivalry 
took off.”

CARL ELLIOTT
ON FANS’ DISLIKE OF PHIL MARTELLI

M. BASKETBALL           74

ST. JOSEPH’S                65 

...and counting

16-3 NUMBER CRUNCH
–The score by which GW 

outscored  Saint Joseph’s in the 
final five minutes of the game.

Spring Break is coming!

Do you know what 
to do?

Check out the Hatchet’s 

Spring Break Guide 

Coming Soon



101 - LOST

STUDENTS ASTONISHING DEVELOP-
MENT! Register for a pre-wealth income, 
which pre-pays the cost of product and 
sercives of all types and costs, including 
condoís, furniture, cars, clother, etc. That 
is all that is required! It is also income for 
the payment of future or past tuition and 
living expenses! Call 240-286-1133 

THE CONSUMER MEDITATION is one of 
several programs offered to the commu-
nity by the George Washington University 
Law School. Law students working under 
the supervision of an attorney and clini-
cal professor act as neutral third parties 
in mediating disputes between local con-
sumers and businesses. Our mediation 
services are offered free of charge to resi-
dents of the greater D. C. metropolitan 
area, including suburban Maryland and 
Virginia. We aim our efforts at helping peo-
ple reach solutions that are acceptable to 
both the consumer and the business. The 
Consumer Mediation Clinic does not offer 
legal advice or representation. We oper-
ate to help consumers and businesses 
reach their own negotiated settlements of 
disputes without court action. We are an 
alternative dispute resolution program. A 
mediation case is brought to our attention 
by a local consumer involved in a dispute 
with a business. Our fi rst step is to send 
a letter to a business which describes our 
service and sets forth the consumerís de-
scription of the nature of the dispute. The 
student mediator then begins a dialogue 
with each of the parties toward the goal 
of helping them reach a mutually agree-
able resolution. is generally open from 
10am to 5pm, Monday through Thursday. 
The Clinic is closed December, May, and 
August. To obtain more information or to 
request assistance, call (202) 994.7260. 

180 - STUDY GROUPS

COME LEARN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
passionate, and dynamic social dance 
in the world ñ the Argentine tango. The 
George Washington University (GWU) 
Tango Club will be offering a series of 
beginner-level classes each Monday eve-
ning on campus this spring semester. The 
classes are open to the general public, 
with discounts offered to GWU students, 
staff, and faculty. Our fi rst tango class 
begins this Monday, January 22, from 
6:30-7:30 pm. The classes are held each 
Monday at GWUís Ross Hall (Room 116), 
on 2300 I Street, NW. The building is con-
veniently located near the Foggy Bottom 
Metro and GW Hospital. Drop-in students 
are welcome anytime. The tango classes 
are taught by renowned teacher and 
dancer Anne-Sophie Ville. This semester, 
we will conclude our Spring Tango Class 
series for Beginners with an end of the 
year milonga (dance) on Friday May 4 at 
the Continental Ballroom of the Marvin 
Center. No partner is necessary and no 
experience is required, just bring yourself! 
Each tango class is $5 for GWU students, 
staff, and faculty, and $10 for the general 
public. Please also bring a picture ID or 
GWorld card to enter Ross Hall. Comfort-
able shoes with leather soles are rec-
ommended. For more information about 
the GWU Tango Club and our spring 
tango class series, please contact us at 
gwutango@gwu.edu

190 - ON CAMPUS

ADVERTISING DESIGNER
The GW Hatchet is looking for an ad designer to cre-
ate all of our advertising and some of our marketing 

materials. Looking to fl ex some creative muscle? 
This position is a great portfolio builder and will in-
clude numerous ad design opportunities. If you want 

a career in design, start building your professional 
portfolio today! Approximately 12-15 hours per 

week, summer availability required. Contact Nicole 
Cairns at (202) 994-7080 or ncairns@gwhatchet.

com.      

255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $314,900 (as low as $1500 
in total monthly payment). We pay your 
closing costs. Open house every Sunday 
from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 5 minute 
walk from Dupont Circle and Foggy Bot-
tom Metro stations and GWU in upscale, 
beautiful neighborhood. Roof deck pool 
for parties & sunning. Spacious layout, 
stainless steel appliances, plenty of closet 
space in a newly renovated, pet friendly 
building. Please contact Julie to visit at 
202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, #107. 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

STUDIO SUBLET AVAILABLE
Foggy Bottom Studio Available. Located on 2020 F 

st. and a walk from Foggy Bottom Metro Station and 
on GWU Campus. Sunny and a lot of space for one 
person. Kitchen, bathroom, and large walk-in closet 
included. Laundry facilities in building, diswasher, 
exercise room, and parking available. Unfurnished 

and rent is $1,940 per month. Availability is fl exible. 
Lease ends in August. E-mail amcclin4@gwu.edu 

for more info. 202-215-2478

460 - TRAVEL

DON’T MISS OUT! Spring Break 2007 is 
approaching and STS is offering specials 
to this yearís hottest destinations! Call 
for savings 1.800.648.4849 or visit www.
ststravel.com. 
 

460 - TRAVEL

SPRING BREAK IN LONDON 2007 The 
best Spring Break ever! $549 pp, and 
includes bed and breakfast, free drinks 
night, an amazing daylong sightseeing 
tour and river cruise, a weekly transport 
travelcard, a London guidebook, an op-
tional Da Vince Code tour and pub crawl 
and lots more! 1 800 599 8635;
sales@springbreaklondon.com; www.
springbreaklondon.com. 800-599-8635 x 
ID 2497289

499 - GENERAL

MAIDS OF HONOR Cleaning Service is 
an Elite Cleaning Company that provides 
affordable cleaning services to residential 
and commercial properties. Our Service 
Providers have over ten years of expe-
rience and we treat our employees and 
clients with the respect and sincerity they 
deserve. We pledge our guarantee that 
we will get the job done right the fi rst time 
every time. We are Bonded, Licensed 
and Fully Insured. Flat Rate Pricing is 
available for one time, daily, weekly, bi-
weekly and monthly cleanings. For more 
information or to schedule a free in home 
consultation, please call (202)387-2050 
or (202)415-0847. Also, please visit our 
website maidsofhonorlcleaning.com 

505 - ADOPTIONS

ADOPTION Loving, childless couple 
wishing to adopt an infant. Able to pay 
legal & medical expenses. Call Karen & 
Mitch DAY OR NIGHT: 1-800-597-6914 or 
email: karenandmitch@cox.net 

610 - CHILD CARE

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/HOUR Regis-
ter FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com. 

615 - FULL TIME

SMALL, BUSY LITIGATION FIRM seeks 
Full-Time Legal Assistant to draft legal 
documents and provide litigation assis-
tance to trial attorneys.  Applicants must 
be highly motivated and detail-oriented.
Please Indicate availability.
Fax, email or mail resume to: 
PRESSLER & SENFTLE, P. C.
Three McPherson Square
927 15th St, N. W.
12th Floor
Washington, D. C. 20005
Fax: (202)331-7587
Email: riselliandpressler@yahoo.com 

FRONT DESK COORDINATOR General 
Dentist practice seeking enthusiastic per-
son w/ excellent communication skills. 
Computer literate is a must. Full time 
position. Email philip.m.maiese@verizon.
net 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

PAID INTERNSHIP Be As You Are - a 
hip, fun, and ambitious wholesale cloth-
ing and accessory company - seeks 
highly organized and enthusiastic student 
to join our team as a paid intern to assist 
with multiple offi ce-related responsibili-
ties. Flexible hours and fun environment. 
A great experience. Email your resume to 
HR@beasyouare.com. 
 

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT SOHO Tea 
and Coffee. Full-time and part-time. Must 
be able to do weekends and graveyard 
shifts. Call 202-463-7646. 

665 - PART TIME

PART-TIME RESEARCHERS NEEDED 
Call corporations to verify existing data 
and obtain new data. No selling. Position 
will last several months. $11/hr, casual 
environment, various shifts available M-
F 9am-5pm. Applicants must be reliable 
and have great attention to detail. Submit 
resumes to hr@judydiamond.com. 
       
CALLING PROJECT ASSISTANT As-
sistant supervisor of seasonal project 
needed. Directly supervise small team of 
tele-researchers. Perform administrative 
tasks and review work. Strong attention 
to detail required. Start late January, work 
through early-mid May. $13/hr M-F 9am-
5pm. Send resume to hr@judydiamond.
com. 

OFFICE ASSISTANT foggy bottom. 5-10 
hrs wk, private psychotherapy practice 
near campus. opportunity for student 
(good GPA) or retiree. fl exible hours 
(some friday hours required). familiarity 
w/health insurance billing helpful. work 
includes manual ledger entry, fi ling, some 
home PC & internet access. $7.00/hr. 
(202) 457-9122                                             

AS PART OF OUR EXPANSION pro-
gram a small company is looking for part 
time Work from home account managers 
and sales representatives, it pays $3000 
a month plus benefi ts and takes only 
little of your time. Please contact us for 
more details. Requirements - Should be 
a computer Literate. 2-3 hours access to 
the internet weekly. Must be over 20yrs 
of age. Must be Effi cient and Dedicated. 
If you are interested and need more in-
formation, Please send e-mail to Gwen.
michael@gmail.com 

P/T ACCTG CLERK/data entry for law 
fi rm located near Farragut North Metro. 
Day hours only. 10-15 hrs per week. $12/
hr. Email resume to clayman@dclawfi rm.
com

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 Hairstylistʼs

supply
4 It may be high

or faint
10 Bud
14 Newcastle

Brown, e.g.
15 Cry with an

outstretched
hand

16 Venetian
magistrate of old

17 Start of a riddle
20 Diva ___ Te

Kanawa
21 Tic-tac-toe loser
22 Line on which 

y = 0
23 Start of

Massachusettsʼ
motto

26 Music at many
a memorial

28 Riddle, part 2
35 Tractable
36 Boosts

37 One with Red
Cross training,
maybe: Abbr.

38 Lena of “Polish
Wedding”

39 Better suited
41 City near

Crawford, Tex.
42 Golferʼs concern
43 Another, in

Madrid
44 Person bringing

much happiness
46 Riddle, part 3
49 Dugout shelter
50 Z ___ zebra
51 Shot
54 Command to

Fido
56 Wagner heroine

___ of Brabant
60 End of the riddle
64 Author

Silverstein
65 Marx

collaborator

66 Penciled-in
eyebrow, e.g.

67 Timbre
68 Land on Lake

Victoria
69 See 60-Across

DOWN
1 Hang around at

an accident
scene

2 Like some
educ. publishing

3 Shakespeareʼs
“very foolish
fond old man”

4 Many a prof.
5 Car introduced

in 1904
6 Annaʼs lover in

“Anna Karenina”
7 ___ facto
8 Glib romancer
9 Poetic

contraction
10 Music storage

place
11 Con
12 Wrinkly fruit
13 Allen and Ott
18 Connects
19 Bygone N.L.

team
24 Penguinsʼ

home?: Abbr.
25 Person in a

sauna
27 Marylandʼs ___

Air Force Base
28 ___ von Baeyer,

1905 Chemistry
Nobelist

29 Page in an
account book

30 More
treacherous in
the winter

31 Gripper
32 “Easter 1916”

poet
33 Ed Sullivan, e.g.
34 Cache
40 Browning and

simmering

41 ___ Bros.
43 “Yippee!”
45 Hilo garland
47 Snitch
48 Glossy fabric
51 Attention-getter
52 Happy cry in

song
53 Animals in

harness

55 Swenson of
“Benson”

57 Goldbrick
58 A lot of Eurasia,

once: Abbr.
59 Writer Sholem
61 Not old: Ger.
62 Municipal pol.
63 Civil War inits.

Puzzle by Ed Early

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
D A U B C L E M C R A P S
A L P E R O X Y M A C A W
L A T E N I G H T D I N E R O
I R O B O T A H A R V E R

A G I R L F R I E N D
P O L L O Q U E S T I O N
A H E M U S D A O T T E R
L I T G E T U P S U V A
M O S H E E Y R E F R A N

B A N O D E O D O R A N T
E L E V E N A N I M E
S O F A E T H C A E S A R
S T A N D B Y Y O U R M A N O
I S I A H R O A R A L T O
E A R N S O U S E N E E D

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
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ACROSS

1 Network to keep
an “eye” on

4 Singerʼs sound
9 Provide for free,

informally
13 Sedan or wagon
15 Ancient

Peruvians
16 W.W. II general

Bradley
17 “___, crackle,

pop”
18 Birthplace of

59-Across
20 59-Across, e.g.
22 Having a ghost
23 Cut, as sheepʼs

wool
24 Drunkards
25 TV program for

which 59-Across
won an Emmy,
1977

32 Debussyʼs “La
___”

34 Bullfighterʼs
cloth

35 Melodic subject,
in music

36 Album for which
59-Across won
a Grammy,
1972, with “The”

41 Itʼs a butter
alternative

42 “The Wizard of
Oz” pooch

43 French word
before and after
“à”

44 Movie for which
59-Across won
an Oscar, 1961

49 The “E” in E.R.:
Abbr.

50 Spicy sauce …
or dance

53 Milan opera
house

57 Play for which
59-Across won
a Tony, 1975

59 Star born on
12/11/1931

61 ___ the kill
62 Lyric poems

63 Part of the head
that may be
congested

64 Campbell of the
“Scream”
movies

65 Snoozes
66 Exams
67 Jiffy

DOWN
1 Spanish houses
2 Cluster
3 Ohioʼs buckeye,

Californiaʼs
redwood, etc.

4 Big shots, for
short

5 Burden
6 Freezer trayful
7 Server at a

drive-in
8 Aristocratʼs

home
9 ___ flakes

10 Forget to
mention

11 Protective spray
12 Motivate
14 TV host with a

book club
19 Get rid of
21 Straight up
24 Phantom
26 Scratch
27 Reuters

competitor
28 Engine additive

brand
29 Map borders,

usually
30 Prefix with

potent
31 ___ and Means

Committee
32 Tabbyʼs cry
33 French “she”

37 Foldaway bed
38 Comedian Bill,

informally
39 Giant slugger

Mel
40 Antlered animal
45 Tailorʼs line
46 “This is not

making sense to
me”

47 Little loved one
48 ___ to go

(eager)
51 Ward (off)
52 Pre-Columbus

Mexican
53 Scientologist

___ Hubbard
54 Opera set in the

age of pharaohs

55 Stair part
56 Mama ___ of

the Mamas and
the Papas

57 Carpenterʼs
metal piece

58 “Bonanza”
brother

60 Lt.ʼs inferior, in
the Navy

Puzzle by David J. Kahn

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
C O S E T L I E S T O
A P E X E S E V A N S T O N
P E N P A L M I S S P E L L
E N S U R E E N T I R E L Y
L E O N I D R E P T I L E
L A R G E S G R O U T E R
A R I E S L E I S

S A R T R E E T C H E R
A N D S Y A X E S

A R C A D I A S C R A P E
T E R R I E R O L D M A N

C O L O R A N T N E W I S H
E M I N E N C E I C A N S O
S I N I S T E R C A R E E R
S C E N T S R E E D S
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65 66 67
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

Apts, Sublets & Rooms

www.TheSublet.com
BROWSE & LIST FREE!

All Cities & Areas! 201-265-7900

!! SPRING BREAK IN PARIS !! 

GW's INTERNATIONAL MEDIA SEMINAR 

(MARCH 11 – 17) 

GW Students with interests in media, news and international 
communications are invited to join the International Media Seminar, 
to be held in Paris from March 11-17, 2007.  Sponsored by the 
School of Media and Public Affairs, this program will combine 
meetings with leading media professionals with free time for 
relaxation and sightseeing.   And the price is right. A hotel room for 
six nights costs about $300 (double occupancy) near the seminar 
site at the American University of Paris.  Air fares can often be 
found for about $600. An activity fee of $100 is the only program 
charge.  

Inquiries and applications (with a short note about yourself) should 
be sent to Lee Huebner, Director of the School of Media and Public 
Affairs, who will chair the seminar program. (Email: 
huebner@gwu.edu).

Informational background sessions about the program will be held in 
the 4th floor reception area at the SMPA building, 805 2lst Street, 
at 5pm on both Friday, January 26 and Wednesday, January 31.

Need a Roommate 
for next year?

Let The Hatchet Help
Place a FREE Classifi eds Ad 

at 
gwhatchet.com/classifi eds

www.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.
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Do You Like 
Puzzles?

The GW Hatchet now offers 
crossword puzzles and 

sudoku online!

If you can’t get your fill in 
class, or if two puzzles a 
week is just not enough, 

check out 
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles 
for a new crossword and 

sudoku everyday!

Join the GW Hatchet’s web team.  We’re looking for experi-
enced web page and graphics designers to maintain the Hatch-
et’s multiple web sites, design web ads and redesign our GW   
Insider and Alumni web pages, as well as a web master to help 
maintain the main site.

Contact Howard Marshall at 
hmarshall@gwhatchet.com for details.
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Thinking about studying abroad next year?

Stressed about getting the classes you need for Spring semester?

Not sure where to live your Junior year?
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by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

Junior Cheyenne Moore is 
playing despite pain from a lower 
leg injury and will likely be ham-
pered for the rest of the season.

“It’s a struggle for him,” 
Hobbs said of Moore. “It’s really 
hard. He’s fighting through it the 
best he can. The most frustrat-

ing thing for 
him is playing 
through the 

pain. The only way he can fully 
heal himself is not play.”

Hobbs said there has not 
been any talk of sidelining Moore 
for the rest of the season unless 
the condition in his leg changes. 
Moore only practices the day be-
fore a game but his practice time 

is limited.
Through the pain, Moore 

is still making a difference. He 
nailed a three-pointer with 11:33 
remaining in the game to knot the 
contest 49-49.

The Washington Examiner re-
ported Wednesday that Moore, a 
transfer from Clemson Universi-
ty, said that he would likely miss 
the remainder of the season with 
an aggravated lower leg injury.

Three tough games
GW’s next three games all 

come on the road and make up 
the longest road streak of the 
regular season. Saturday, the Co-
lonials take on Rhode Island in 
Kingston, R.I. The team will re-
turn to the District before heading 
to Dayton for the Jan. 31 contest. 

They won’t return to Foggy Bot-
tom before its game Feb. 3 in St. 
Louis.

Hobbs said Rhode Island has 
completely changed its style of 
play.

“They used to be a slow, 
grind it out team,” Hobbs said. 
“We need to stop their transition 
game, but at the same time we 
can’t fall down and go down 12 
or 13 points.”

Perlozzo hits Smith Center
Baltimore Orioles manager 

Sam Perlozzo took in Wednes-
day night’s game with his wife 
and GW baseball manager Steve 
Mrowka. Perlozzo, a 1973 gradu-
ate, spoke at a seminar on sports 
business Tuesday in Jack Morton 
Auditorium. n

NOTEBOOK

Hobbs: Moore will play 
with leg injury

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Seniors Regis Koundjia and Dokun Akingbade get caught up in a flurry of Saint Joseph’s 
defenders. GW defeated Saint Joseph’s 74-65 Wednesday night at the Smith Center.
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Like baseball, softball, lacrosse, and writing?HatchetThe GW

Hatchet sports dept. seeks Spring reporters!
email Joanna Shapes

jshapes@gwhatchet.com


