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GW to charge over $50,000 to incoming freshmen 

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer 

The University’s highest over-
sight body announced a tuition hike 
that will set mandatory fees for next 
year’s freshmen at above $50,000. 

The Board of Trustees voted 
Friday to raise tuition to $39,210 for 
incoming undergraduates, a 3.8 per-
cent increase from last year. While 
GW administrators are calling the 
tuition raise the lowest in decades, 
GW is the first major school in the U.S. 
to charge over $50,000 for tuition and 
other expenses like housing and food, 

according to the Associate Press.
University officials said the fixed-

tuition plan keeps GW from topping 
the charts in terms of the cost of col-
lege over four years. Fixed-tuition 
guarantees that tuition will not rise 
for up to five years for each incoming 
class, so the hike will only impact the 
freshman class of 2011.

University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg said the tuition rise was 
the lowest percentage increase in the 
past 20 years. He said the University’s 
growing endowment allows for lower 
tuition increases, more scholarships, 
higher faculty salaries and benefits. 
In December, the University’s endow-
ment surpassed $1 billion.  

“We’re trying to be increasing-
ly more competitive in (not raising 
tuition), and as our endowment is 
growing, we’re able to do some things 
that you can’t do when you’re poor,” 
Trachtenberg said.   

“(The tuition increase) is not a 
provocative number when compared 
to inflation,” said Lou Katz, the exec-
utive vice president and treasurer.  
“We believe it will be popular in the 
marketplace.”

Some mandatory costs, like hous-
ing prices, also increased by 5.5 per-
cent and will be set at $8,020 for next 
year. With food allowances remaining 
at $3,400, GW mandatory costs for 
incoming freshmen will be $50,630. 

Out of a list of 41 schools GW’s 
tuition is the highest of its peer insti-
tution, but because of the fixed-tuition 
plan, GW is actually ranked ninth in 
terms of total tuition and fees over 
four years of those peer institutions, 
according to a University projection 
study. 

They said that out of its peer insti-
tutions, GW is the only school to offer 

Administrators say 
fi xed tuition plan
off sets high cost

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
(Left to right) New Board of Trustees Chairman Russell Ramsey, outgoing Chairman 
Charles Manatt and President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg at Friday’s board meeting. See TUITION, p. 5

Xavier snaps Smith Center streak
by Jake Sherman

Sports Editor

A lot has happened in the 770 days since 
the GW men’s basketball team last lost at the 
Smith Center.

Karl Hobbs, in his first job as head coach, 
architected the resurgence of a mid-major 
program and made this campus rock. He 
took a once-slumping program and turned it 
into a top-10 team before a horde of faithful 
fans who were behind him the whole way. 
An antiquated 5,000-seat urban gym that 
saw few fans during the 2001-2002 season is 
now considered one of the toughest places 
to play in college basketball.

But Saturday, a 24-game home win-
ning streak – which Hobbs said was largely 
ignored by his team – was abused, smashed 
and snapped by Atlantic 10 rival Xavier in 
an 87-58 romp in front of an announced 
crowd of 4,848 and a national television 
audience in the 22nd Street building. 

But Hobbs was 
unexpectedly calm 
after the loss, telling 
reporters that “the 
world is not over.” If 
his squad could win 
its next two games – against Saint Joseph’s in 
Philadelphia and Temple at home – it would 
be in contention for the top spot in the con-
ference for the second time this season.

“Win one more game, life changes a little 
bit,” Hobbs said. “Win two more games life 
really changes.”

The expectations Hobbs faces in Foggy 
Bottom are a little different than those of 
other schools, including his alma matter, the 
University of Connecticut.

“The great part about being the coach 
here at GW, no one is asking me to win the 
national championship here,” Hobbs said.

Within minutes of that statement’s pub-
lication on The Hatchet’s Web site, fans 
attacked Hobbs on an Internet message 
board and called for his resignation – but 
there is a sliver of solace in the loss. It’s a 
simple fact that illustrates how far this pro-
gram has come: most of his squad has never 
experienced a prolonged losing streak, one 

Conference foe ends nation’s fourth-longest homecourt run

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Junior Maureece Rice has a shot rejected during GW’s 87-58 loss to Xavier Sat-
urday night at Smith Center. The loss is GW’s fi rst in Foggy Bottom since 2005.See XAVIER, p. 11

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Freshman Rachael Hesling purchases food at 
Carvings, which opened Friday morning.

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Freshman Philip Aftuck is 
spending his second semester of col-
lege back home with his jaw wired 
shut for the next four to six weeks, 
and will be on a 
strictly liquid diet.

Aftuck was re-
portedly assaulted 
in The Exchange 
bar two weekends 
ago and later hos-
pitalized due to 
major injuries to 
his jaw.

The 19-year-
old student told 
the Metropolitan 
Police at the scene 
that the assailant 
is a GW student 
and that he ran 
away after the at-
tack on the night 
of Feb. 2, accord-
ing to a police report. The report 
stated that the assailant punched 
Aftuck in the face at about mid-
night and that the freshman 
was “unsure why the attack oc-
curred.” No arrests have yet been 
made.

Aftuck was taken to the hos-
pital immediately after the inci-
dent because of a dislocated jaw, 
said John Galmiche, a friend who 
was at The Exchange the night of 
the incident.

“Philip told me that this was 
not provoked.” Galmiche said. 
“He said he had his hands in his 

pocket when it happened.” 
Galmiche, who is president 

of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, of 
which Aftuck is a member, added 
that no one he has spoken to wit-
nessed the attack.

The suspect is a white male 
wearing a camoufl age hat and 
gray shirt, Aftuck told MPD. The 
police report also stated that the 
assailant was also under the in-
fl uence of alcohol.

The manager of The Ex-
change, who was on duty dur-
ing the incident, said it was a 

one-sided assault 
rather than a fi ght. 
He declined to give 
his name or com-
ment further and 
referred questions to 
the owner, who is on 
vacation. 

MPD is investi-
gating the incident 
because it occurred 
off campus, said Uni-
versity Police Chief 
Dolores Stafford. 
Student Judicial Ser-
vices is investigating 
the case, said Galmi-
che, who has given 
them his account of 
the assault. SJS does 

not typically comment on ongo-
ing investigations or disciplinary 
matters, and has not returned an 
e-mail from The Hatchet.

Aftuck said that he has been 
released from GW Hospital and 
is now recovering at his home 
in Atlanta. “I don’t know when I 
will return since my jaw is still in 
a great deal of pain,” Aftuck said 
in an e-mail Friday.

He declined to comment further 
because he said he did not want to 
jeopardize the investigation. n

–David Ceasar contributed to 
this report. 

Student injured 
at local bar 

Potomac House’s Carvings eatery open
Carvings owner Paul Park said 

his venue is finally “ready to feed” 
GW’s students. 

The restaurant in the 
University’s newest residence hall, 
Potomac House, opened Friday 
after months of delays. In early 
November, The Hatchet reported 
that Carvings’ opening, originally 
scheduled for first semester, was to 
be delayed until at least January.  

Park said the delays can be 
partly attributed to the District 
government because of difficulty 
obtaining the necessary permit and 
inspection. He said that this prob-
ably caused about three months 
of delays, but construction also 
played a role.  

Carvings, located at 2021 F 
St., is in a high-traffic spot for 
freshmen due to its proximity to 
both Potomac House and Thurston 
hall. 

“We expect a lot of business, 
from whoever walks about that 
area. There is a ton of traffic 
around there,” Park said, adding 
that business on opening day was 

not very busy.
“We’re still a little quiet because 

most of the students are unaware 
of us still,” Park said.  

Park also owns the Gallery 
Market and Café in Ivory Tower, 
as well as the Gallery News at 1959 
E Street and the recently opened 
Uptowner Café at the Law School.

Sophomore Magan Thigpen, a 
Thurston resident, said that she 
won’t go out of her way to go 
to Carvings, and she expects that 
most of the customers will be 
freshmen because of its location 
within Potomac House.  

Residents of the newest fresh-
man hall are happy that a dining 
venue will be so close.

“I’m excited that there’s a place 
really close since it’s so cold,” 
freshman and Potomac resident 
Priya Shah said. 

Carvings will offer a meat-
carving station and grilled and hot 
food bar. The food bar prices are 
based on weight and other items 
are priced.

 –Sean Redding

by Sean Redding
Hatchet Staff Writer

Students and University 
officials are in the early stages 
of planning a student service 
center to fill the empty 5,000 
square-foot space in the ground 
floor of the Marvin Center. 

Officials said a one-stop 
student service center is likely 
to fill the space, which has been 
vacant since September 2006, 
but there is no timeline for when 
a final decision will be made.

“This service center would 
dramatically cut the red tape 
at GW, providing a central re-
source for the registrar, finan-
cial aid, student accounts and 
several other departments,” 
said senior Charlie Leizear, 
chairman of the Marvin Center 
Governing Board, in an e-mail.

Managing Director of the 
Marvin Center Michael Pel-

ler stressed that the details of 
the service center are still be-
ing discussed, and he plans to 
share specific information with 
the GW community once a final 
plan is confirmed. Peller also 
said that this is the primary op-
tion being evaluated by officials 
at this time.

The basement space in the 
Marvin Center has been empty 
since the District Market was 
reduced in size and relocated 
to J Street, one floor above the 
empty space. In October 2006, 
Marvin Center officials said 
they hoped to have a plan for 
the space by December. 

“Our high expectation is 
to involve students and solicit 
suggestions as we get further 
down the road,” Peller said.  
Some students have already 
been involved in planning for 

Student center 
may fi ll space

See SPACE, p. 12

Perpetrator 
allegedly fl ed 
the scence
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“Phillip told me 
that this was not 
provoked, he said 

he had his hands in 
his pocket when it 

happened.”
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Summer Programs
in Washington, D.C.

June 4-July 26, 2007

E    plore International Affairs
SUMMER COURSES in international relations, economics, development, 
strategic and regional studies and more during evening hours

SUMMER CERTIFICATES in International Studies or International Development

SUMMER LANGUAGE INSTITUTE with evening courses in Arabic, 
Hindi-Urdu, Japanese, Mandarin Chinese and Political Russian

ESL AND AMERICAN STUDIES for international students and professionals

Apply by April 20
202.663.5671 • sais.summer@jhu.edu
www.sais-jhu.edu/nondegree/summer

THE PAUL H. NITZE SCHOOL
OF ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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EMeRG may be closer to utilizing 
an ambulance the University Police 
Department purchased last summer after 
years of lobbying.

“The use of the ambulance is still in 
the final assessment by the University’s 
Office of Risk Management,” said Robert 
Chernak, senior vice president for Student 
and Academic Support Services, who 
oversees UPD. “I suspect that within the 
next two or three weeks a meeting will be 
scheduled to discuss the pros and cons of 
(its) use.” 

Chernak also said the University will 
consider several factors when making its 
final decision about the student emer-
gency response team’s eligibility to utilize 
the ambulance. These factors include gov-
ernment and medical regulations, liability, 
costs, logistics and long-term sustainabil-
ity of servicing the vehicle, among others, 

The Hatchet reported in September. 
EMeRG now uses converted SUVs to 

transport GW students in need of medical 
attention.

EMeRG Public Relations Supervisor 
Harland Westgate, a law student, said he 
is hopeful that EMeRG will be able to start 
using the ambulance soon. 

 “We’re still waiting for final approval, 
(but) we’re still optimistic that the admin-
istration will recognize our skill and dedi-
cation by putting an EMeRG ambulance in 
service,” Westgate wrote in an e-mail. 

The ambulance is parked in a lot at 
GW’s Virginia Campus located in Loudon 
County, where it has been parked since at 
least last September, according to staff at 
the campus.

In the past, while lobbying for an 
ambulance, EMeRG officials said they 
were frustrated about bureaucratic road-
blocks from the University about getting 
the ambulance. Now that the University 
has purchased a vehicle, students are 
waiting for University permission to use 
it. 

 –Ian Jannetta

by Andrew Metcalf
Hatchet Staff Writer

Want to be the next James 
Bond, Fox Mulder or Jack 
Bauer? 

As more students look for 
jobs at intelligence agencies and 
more agencies look for students, 
the Career Center is helping the 
two groups find each other.

“We know that there is a 
lot of interest in the student 
population for jobs within the 
intelligence community from 
people with a variety of dif-
ferent majors,” said Anthony 
Arcieri, assistant director of 
Career Services.  

Last Wednesday the 
Career Center organized a 
question-and-answer forum 
featuring representatives 
from the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Defense Intelligence 
Agency and National Security 
Administration. The panelists 
were identified only by their 

first names and agencies.
The speakers fielded ques-

tions from a group of almost 70 
students about careers in intel-
ligence and security clearance 
“secrets.” 

Most questions addressed 
what each agency wanted in new 
applicants and their resumes.  

The panel stressed that intel-
ligence-related jobs are among 
the most competitive for stu-
dents. Qualified applicants have 
strong academic records, and 
foreign language proficiency, 
the panelists said.

Katie Easter, a freshman who 
attended the event, did not have 
a strong interest in clandestine 
operations until she attended 
the forum. 

“After listening to the pan-
elists explain the variety of 
opportunities offered in the 
intelligence field, I am defi-
nitely going to reconsider,” 

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Former GW basketball player Pops Mensah-Bonsu makes an apperance at 
the men’s basketball game on Saturday evening at  the Smith Center.

SNAPSHOT Pop-ing In

Students get tips 
on security jobs

EMeRG still not using purchased ambulance

GWBRIEF CAMPUS
CALENDAR

See JOBS, p. 5

MONDAY

On her own ground: The life 
and times of Madam C.J. 
Walker
Come learn about Madam 
C.J. Walker, who is well 
known for her hair-care prod-
ucts and role as an entrepre-
neur in serving black feminine 
aesthetics.
7 to 9 p.m.
Alumni House
Sponsored by the NAACP 
and the SBLSA-CDA

James Carville
Come hear the “Ragin’ Cajun” 
speak about today’s political 
scene.
8 to 9 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium
Sponsored by the College 
Democrats, Program Board, 
Student Association

TUESDAY

Broken hearts, fresh starts, 
Liberal Arts II
Join the second annual 
Valentine’s themed open mic 
poetry reading.
7 to 9 p.m.
Media and Public Affairs 305
Sponsored by Wooden Teeth, 
GW Review, Mortar and Pestle

WEDNESDAY

Female Jihadis: Why Muslim 
Women Choose Violent Jihad 
Presentation made by Ms. 
Farhana Ali, associate
international policy analyst for 
the RAND Corporation.
12 to 2 p.m.
Linder Family Commons 602
Sponsored by the Political 
Psychology Seminar Series



Paralegal 
Studies
In demand. Join one of the fastest growing
professions in America and be valued and
compensated for your expertise.

Powerful credentials. Earn the 18-credit 
Paralegal Studies Graduate Certificate or continue
your study and transfer all 18 credits to a 
32-credit Master’s degree.

Convenient. Classes offered two evenings a week on
K Street in downtown DC. Complete your Certificate
in 8 months or your Master’s in about 15.

Just need a course? Take one or more of the
elective courses in Government, IP, or 
International Law.

Information Session

Thursday, February 15
6:30 pm
University Club

1918 F Street, NW

Washington, DC

Metro: Blue or Orange Line to

Foggy Bottom-GWU

Rsvp Today!
202.973.1130
www.nearyou.gwu.edu/plx

G W CO L L E G E  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T U D I E S

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION INSTITUTION.

31804

www.gwu.edu/gradinfo
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Tickets at the Box Office 
or charge by phone

TTY (202) 416-8524    Groups call (202) 416-8400
(202) 467-4600 Order online at

kennedy-center.org

Special

$25 Seats!

Limited quantity of $25 Orch. 

seats for performances Tue.-Fri.

Mention promotion code “18194”

by phone, in person, or online. 

Discount valid on all Orchestra seating 

sections only. Limited availability. N
ot valid 

in combination with any other offer. Not 

valid on previously purchased tickets. 

Offer may be withdrawn at any 

time without notice.
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February 13–18  |  Opera House  |  Tickets from $29

Tue.-Sun. Eves. 7:30 p.m., Sat. & Sun. Mats. 1:30 p.m.
For a video preview visit edwardscissorhandstour.com

The Kennedy Center Ballet Season is sponsored by Altria Group, Inc.

International Programming at the Kennedy Center is made possible through the generosity of 
the Kennedy Center International Committee on the Arts.

Board picks new chair

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer 

W. Russell Ramsey will be 
GW’s next chairman of the board 
of Trustees, the University’s high-
est governing body voted Friday. 

Ramsey has served as the vice 
chairman of the board and chair-
man of the investment and real 
estate committees as well as the 
presidential search committee. 
Ramsey said that as he starts his 
term as chairman he would like to 
work with University President-
elect Steven Knapp to raise money 
for research and capital spending. 

“I hope that this whole group 
will recognize that there will be a 
transition,” Ramsey said. 

At the end of fiscal year 2006, 
GW earned the seventh–highest 
one-year investment return out 
of the 750 university endow-
ments tracked by the National 
Association of College and 
University Business Officers. The 
successful returns were largely the 
cause of the endowment reaching 
over $1 billion.

“This puts us in the same 
category of Yale, Princeton and 
MIT,” Ramsey said about GW’s 
high ranking of investment per-
formance for the endowment. 

Ramsey said globalization and 
moving many of the investments 
outside of the U.S. accounted for 

Vice chairman W. Russell 
Ramsey headed presiden-
tial search committee

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Incoming chairman of the Board of Trustees W. Russell Ramsey 
talks with University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg be-
fore the Trustees meeting Friday morning in 1957 E Street.See RAMSEY, p. 12

VP steps down in case

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor 

GW’s top academic admin-
istrator has given in to criticism 
that he may be personally biased 
against the tenured professor the 
University has been trying to fire.

Executive Vice President 
of Academic Affairs Donald 
Lehman agreed last month to 
step down as the decision-maker 

in a historic tenure revocation 
case amid attacks to his objec-
tivity. Lehman has repeatedly 
declined to comment on the case; 
he is a co-defendant in a lawsuit 
filed against the University. Law 
School Dean Frederick Lawrence 
is now responsible for rendering 
the decision. 

Debabrata Saha, an electrical 
and computer engineering profes-
sor who arrived at GW in 1986, has 
been the subject of three suspen-
sions and internal proceedings by 
the administration to revoke his 
tenure. Attorneys representing the 
University say the instructor has 
engaged in “persistent neglect of 

professional responsibilities” over 
the last decade.

Lehman and Timothy Tong, 
dean of the School of Engineering 
Applied Sciences, initiated the 
proceedings to revoke Saha’s ten-
ure in September 2005. Tenured 
professors sign an agreement with 
the University allowing them to 
teach until they choose to retire.

Saha’s attorney, John F. Karl 
Jr., has argued that Lehman is per-
sonally biased against his client.

“I think Vice President 
Lehman was the primary instiga-
tor of this effort to get professor 

Top academic official 
will not make decision in 
historic tenure case

See SAHA, p. 12



Deadlines for submissions are 
Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and 
Tuesday 5 p.m. for Thursday issues. 
They must include the author’s name, 
title, year in school and telephone 
number. The GW Hatchet does not 
guarantee publication of any sub-
missions and reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for space, gram-
mar and clarity. Electronic submis-
sions are preferred.
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A call to serve
I take great pleasure in 

highlighting the unique role GW 
students, staff, faculty and alumni 
can and do play in service to 
local, national and international 
communities. We are among the 
nation’s leaders in transforming into 
action the spirit of service inspired 
by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
our namesake.

GW is first among all mid-sized 

institutions in inspiring Peace Corps 
volunteers. This is but one example 
of the truly special work our alumni 
are doing both abroad and at home. 
I encourage each of you to consider 
what you can contribute to this 
legacy. I urge you to answer the 
call to serve and work to make a 
difference in the lives of others.

During the next few months, 
a number of events are taking 
place on campus through the GW 

Career Center’s affiliation with the 
Partnership for Public Service.  The 
center can inform you about the 
many opportunities to get involved 
in local, state and federal government 
careers. The center will also offer the 
opportunity to search for careers in 
the independent sector at a special 
non-profit job fair.  Information 
on all of these sessions is available 
through our Career Center Web site 
at gwired.gwu.edu/partnership. 

As I make the transition from 
president to university professor 
of public service, I will continue 
to encourage all of our campus 
constituencies to infuse issues 
of civic engagement into their 
research, teaching and service, and 
to act wherever and whenever we 
have an opportunity to make a 
difference.

–Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
University President
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“ QUOTABLE
 “(It) is kind of like an intermediary between being a grown-up and playing dress-up.” 

Jennie Kim, a graduate student in the School of Media and Public Affairs who uses the closed networking 
site LateNightShots.com, where users share information about bars and D.C.’s social scene. 

The University located four blocks 
away from the White House with amazing 
internship opportunities and professors 
from a host of top government agencies is 
now almost solely known for something 
else – its $50,000 price tag.

Following the Board of Trustees ap-
proval of a fixed tuition of $39,210 per 
year for the class of 2011, numerous news 
sources reported that GW students would 
have to pay more than $50,000 with room 
and board included. The University’s 
press release on the tuition hike attempted 
to obfuscate the price by pointing to a re-
duction of percentage increases under the 
fixed tuition policy and increased finan-

cial aid. Ad-
m i n i s t r a -
tors must be 
honest and 
stop hiding 
the Univer-
sity’s high 
tuition and 
begin deal-
ing with the 
issues that 
come along 
with being 
No. 1 in such 
a negative 
ranking.

P e r h a p s 
the Univer-
sity’s larg-
est focus in 
its efforts to 

mask the significance of GW’s deals with 
fixed tuition. Administrators tout that 
this program, first instituted for the class 
of 2008, offsets the high cost of tuition by 
keeping costs to GW students constant as 
other universities hike costs. Calculations 
by The Hatchet last semester, however, 
show that even with a constant fee struc-
ture, GW is more expensive than schools 
in its market basket (“Fixed-tuition assur-
ance does not add up,” Nov. 6, p. 4).

The University press release also fo-
cuses on a 4.7 percent increase in financial 
aid for students, compared to last year. 
Unfortunately, this fact is of little help to 
prospective students, who are unsure as 
to whether they will receive any aid and 
must be prepared to foot the entire bill 
without help from the University.

Administrators have also touted the 
fact that this year’s tuition hike is the low-
est in nearly two decades. But this statis-
tic hides the fact that tuition is still rising, 
and that small percentage changes make 
little difference at such high costs – espe-
cially compared with other schools.

Rather than hiding behind numerical 
tricks, GW officials should come clean 
about our position at the apex of costliest 
colleges in America. By distorting the re-
ality of high tuition, administrators leave 
little room to examine how to mitigate 
GW’s high costs and focus on reducing 
tuition, rather than reducing the tuition 
increase.

If tuition becomes high enough, stu-
dent application rates may plummet and 
administrators will have to deal with high 
tuition. Until then, if GW continues to 
confuse the real issues behind University 
cost estimates, we will be known for little 
more than our price tag.

editorial

Come clean about 
high tuition 

In response to the column 
“Transparency needs to make an 
appearance” (Feb. 5, p. 4), I’d like to 

take the opportunity to provide insight 
to the author and the GW community at 
large as to where the “unavailable” infor-
mation noted in the piece can be accessed 
– some of it 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
In truth, the author and I agree 
on many of the issues discussed 
in the column but come to very 
different conclusions regarding 
the University’s commitment to 
transparency.

I agree that the Internal 
Revenue Service Form 990 – mentioned 
in the column as one of the only available 
sources of GW financial information – is a 
dry read. Form 990 is an Internal Revenue 
Service document that provides specific 
information regarding the University’s 
finances. It provides what the IRS asks for 
and is most certainly not a “page-turner.”

I also agree that “GW’s financial details 
should be readily available to those 
who are interested.” And they are. The 

University Budget Office Web site (www.
gwu.edu/~univbud) provides a variety of 
financial and budget information – includ-
ing information on the annual operating 
budget as well as copies of presentations 
to the Board of Trustees that provide data 
on the University’s operating budget, capi-
tal budget, endowment value and pay-

out and a host of other topics. 
This macro-level information is 
available to anyone at anytime 
via the Internet. In addition, as 
noted in the column, a copy of 
the University’s annual report is 
also readily available to the GW 

community upon request. 
Opportunities for students to 

engage administrators, including 
myself, in discussion – to ask questions 
and get real answers – are available. 
I meet regularly with student leaders 
from the Student Association to gather 
input, discuss topics and answer ques-
tions about issues that are important 
to students. Members of my staff and 
I also regularly meet with the student 

media (including editors and writers of 
The Hatchet) to respond to questions 
related to issues of concern. 

As a source of information for 
students and the GW community 
at large, I encourage The Hatchet to 
ask questions about the information 
provided online and in other public 
forums. Where appropriate, we will 
“drill down” and provide more details 
to help inform those who are interested. 
While not everyone will agree with the 
answers provided, high-level informa-
tion regarding the University’s opera-
tions is not something that is hidden, 
and my staff and I provide relevant and 
appropriate information to students on 
a regular basis.

Another opportunity for students to 
engage directly with the administration 
and be actively involved in issues facing 
the University is through participation in 
Campaign GW. Campaign GW is a student 
group started last year and is designed 
to unite students and administrators to 
create a better GW. This organization has 

been actively involved in, among other 
things, supporting the GW Campus Plan 
and Square 54 zoning applications. While 
the column suggests that the group’s 
involvement may be no more than a “cer-
emonial gesture,” I encourage you to talk 
to a member of Campaign GW or attend 
a meeting or event to see for yourself. I 
believe you will quickly find that this is not 
the case. 

In closing, there is a variety of infor-
mation readily available to those who are 
interested – it is simply a matter of seek-
ing this information. And I encourage the 
author and The Hatchet’s opinions page 
to take a moment to do so prior to stating 
that the information is not made available 
and is in some way “hidden.” 

–The writer is executive vice president 
and treasurer of the University.

Transparency is here
Financial information about GW is by no means hidden

LOUIS H.
KATZ 

MEREDITH

JESSUP 

As Valentine’s Day approach-
es, tradition suggests imag-
es of gentlemen ordering 

flowers for a special someone and 
of ladies planning a roman-
tic night on the town. This 
year, however, students on 
many college campuses are 
rethinking these traditional 
displays of affection in favor 
of “V-Day.” But don’t bother 
looking for the term “V-Day” inside 
any of your Valentine’s Day cards, 
because Cupid has been kicked off 
campus.

V-Day is a feminist movement 
that claims to be a champion against 
domestic violence and sexual abuse. 
On GW’s campus, V-Day is celebrated 
with performances of Eve Ensler’s “The 
Vagina Monologues,” a play based on 
interviews with women about, well, 
their intimate anatomy. Random 
House calls the play “the bible for 
a new generation of women,” and 
numerous self-proclaimed feminist 
celebrities in Hollywood have lined 
up to perform it on stage. 

 This is somewhat confusing, as I 
had always thought that the feminist 
movement was meant to encourage 
women to be resilient and indepen-
dent by embracing their individual 
character and intellect. This play, 

even through its very title, seems to 
send the opposite message – that 
women are defined solely by their 
bodies. With all of the body image 

and self-esteem issues that 
saturate our society, this is 
a disturbing and backward 
message to send to female 
college students.  

Even if you have not per-
sonally witnessed a perfor-

mance of “The Vagina Monologues,” 
perhaps you have been exposed to 
the degrading promotional materials 
being used to draw an audience. As 
a senior at GW, I have walked past an 
oversized papier-mâché vagina every 
year and, to this day, continue to won-
der about the contradictory nature of 
this unconventional advertising. 

As passing pedestrians purchase 
vagina-shaped cookies and are pho-
tographed with their heads inserted 
into a strategically-placed aperture, 
it makes little sense of how embrac-
ing vulgarity and misogynistic ste-
reotypes is going to make the world 
safer for women. These actions, 
which reduce females down to their 
reproductive organs, are merely 
perpetuating the negative sexual 
treatment of women, which is what 
V-Day is supposed to be combating 
in the first place. 

This is not to say that groups 
sponsoring activities like “The Vagina 
Monologues” do not have a right to 
free expression. Rather, the question 
stands as to whether their portrayal 
of modern women advances female 
dignity or if it only reinforces the ste-
reotypes that feminism has previously 
been striving to eradicate.  

These activities trivialize the leg-
acy of women who have achieved 
great things by utilizing their indi-
vidual creativity, intellect, energy 
and unwavering spirit. Raising 
money and awareness for the 
fight against domestic violence 
is a worthy cause, but a play 
that glorifies social deviancy 
and sexual perversion is not 
the way to do it. 

Take instead the efforts of 
the GW Republican Women. 
This club has been selling 
flowers on campus over 
the past week to benefit 
the D.C. Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence – a 
worthy cause supported 
by women who do not 
limit a female’s poten-
tial and empowerment 
to her private parts.  

In contrast to the 
ideas of “The Vagina 

Monologues,” I challenge girls this 
Valentine’s Day to celebrate the 
strength and integrity of the women 
who have come before them. We 
need to promote ways to respect and 
honor women for all of their poten-
tial and promise rather than debase 
and degrade them. The legacy of the 

modern American woman 
must be one of substance, 
not sex.  

–The writer, a senior 
majoring in political sci-

ence and history, is an 
officer in GW Republican 

Women.

V-Day should stand for more than just vaginas

The Feminist Major-
ity Leadership Alliance 
displays this large va-
gina ocassionally in Ko-

gan Plaza.
Ben Solomon/photo editor

Calculations by The 

Hatchet last semester, 

however, show that 

even with a constant 

fee structure, GW is 

more expensive than 

schools in its market 

basket.



by Lizzie Wozobski
Campus News Editor

The spring semester has 
brought new hours and new 
dining options to the Mount 
Vernon campus. 

The Ames Dining room 
hours are now Monday through 
Thursday 10:30 a.m. until 8:30 
p.m., Friday and Saturday 
10:30 a.m. until 7 p.m., and 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
The change in hours was made 
after evaluating student feed-
back from the fall semester as 
well as examining class sched-
ules and holidays, said Nancy 
Haaga, director of Campus 
Support Services.

“During the fall semester 
we evaluated traffic patterns, 
customer counts, student 
usage of the space during vari-
ous time periods, eating habits 

and menu selection in order 
to ensure that we are meeting 
our customers’ needs while 
maintaining a cost-effective 
operation,” Haaga said in an 
e-mail.

The $6.75 all-you-can-
eat Sunday brunch has also 
returned. 

“Based on the student par-
ticipation we have seen thus 
far, it has achieved some suc-
cess in bringing many differ-
ent aspects of the GW com-
munity together on the Mount 
Vernon Campus for this week-
ly event,” said Robert Snyder, 
Special Assistant to the Dean 
of Freshmen and Director of 
Mount Vernon Campus Life 
and Marketing. About 200 
people attended each of the 
first two offerings of brunch, 
Haaga said.

The Mount Vernon Campus 
Programming Council will be 
providing entertainment at 
the brunch Feb. 25, March 25 
and April 22. The brunch will 
be available every Sunday in 
Ames from 10:30 a.m. until 2:30 

p.m.
 “This was a very popular 

GW tradition in the past, and 
we have brought it back and 
are excited that it will become 
bigger and better than ever,” 
Haaga said.

G-Dub Java and  the Mount 
Vernon coffee shop, will be 
open Monday thru Thursday 7 
a.m. until 4 p.m., Friday 7 a.m. 
until 2 p.m., closed Saturday, 
and from 3 until 9 p.m. on Sun-
day. n
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Victoria Devine/Hatchet photographer
A student purchases food at Ames Dining Hall on the Mount Ver-
non campus. The hall now has new hours and new food options.

TUITION
from p. 1

JOBS
from p. 2

Campus makes dining changes
Sunday all-you-can-
eat brunch returns to 
Ames Dining Hall
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she said. 
“Both lectures really 

detailed the process of how to 
get the jobs they described,” 
Easter said.

The Career Center also 
stresses that starting early is 
very important for those inter-
ested in building a career in 
the intelligence community. 

The CIA’s representative 
noted that as many as 75 per-
cent of those who do the CIA’s 
student internship program 
are offered jobs.

“We encourage students 
to get in early because their 
internship experience facili-
tates a full-time job,” Arcieri 
added. “If you want to make 
a career with them, it helps to 
get your foot in the door right 
away.”

The Career Center can help 
students interested in working 
in one of D.C.’s many intel-
ligence agencies.

“We can walk applicants 
through the entire process and 
cater it with the agency that 
they are interested in,” Arcieri 
said. “Each one is a little dif-
ferent and we can help them 
prepare their resumes appro-
priately.”

He said the Career Center 
staff can also help students pre-
pare for their interviews with 
each intelligence service.  n

fixed-tuition and to guarantee 
that students will get at least 
the same amount of financial 
aid each year as they received as 
freshmen.

As GW’s tuition increase 
was announced, so too was an 
increase in financial aid given to 
incoming freshmen. However, 
as financial aid grows, fewer 
students will be receiving finan-
cial scholarships, said Robert 
Chernak, Senior Vice President 
of Student and Academic 
Support Services. 

Last year 360 merit–based 
scholarships were awarded to 
the incoming freshman class, 
but this year 300 or fewer will 
be given. About $2.5 million will 
be reallocated from merit-based 
to need-based aid, with a slight 
increase in the total aid that is 
distributed. 

Chernak said there is a 
greater risk in not being able 
to admit students who are not 
able to afford tuition than los-
ing those students who were 
attracted to GW because of the 
merit aid offered.

“(GW) is not just for the 
upper class,” he said.  “This has 
to be a school that accommo-
dates all types of folks.”

Chernak said another moti-
vation for the shift to more 
need-based aid is the decline in 
federal need-based aid.

“In order for us to remain 
competitive, we have to be real-
istic and understand what is 
happening in the market place,” 
he said.

Russell Ramsey, the current 
vice chairman of the Board of 
Trustees who will be assum-
ing the position of chairman 
in July, was also supportive of 
the shift.

“We’re in a changing eco-
nomic time and you have to be 
sympathetic to our families that 
have qualified students who 
want to come here but don’t 
have the financial means,” 
he said. “So it’s a balancing 
game.”

Bobbie Greene Kilberg, the 
vice chair of the committee on 
student affairs of the Board 
of Trustees, questioned the 
decrease in merit aid.

She said, “I think merit aid 
is increasingly important in an 
admissions setting to get the 
best and brightest kids.”  n
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Valentine’s Day Guide

by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Staff Writer

Let’s face it -- many singles 
feel more rejection than ro-
mance on Valentine’s Day. So, 
it’s a good thing that the holiday 
inspires its fair share of anti-Val-
entine events for the romance 
rejects (or those who reject ro-
mance).

“What is Valentine’s Day? 
Where did it come from? What 
makes the Patron Saint of Love 
so special?”  sophomore Brit-
tany Lynch asked. “I absolutely 
detest this holiday.”

Lynch and others argue that 
people should not need a holi-
day to express their love because 
if they are truly in love with one 
another it should be expressed 
365 days a year, not just Feb. 14.

“Valentine’s Day amounts 
to a day of forced intimacy, a 
time to ‘showcase’ love by way 
of ‘buying off’ your signifi cant 
other,” sophomore Joseph Gal-
lagher said.

“It’s just another excuse for 
stores to make money at the 
cost of people gaining more and 
more weight,” Lynch said. “The 
whole idea just makes me sick.”

However, instead of sitting 
in their rooms while their room-
mates receive fl owers and cud-
dle with their signifi cant others, 
Lynch and Gallagher can vent 
their frustration at several D.C. 
hotspots this week. Several local 
bars and clubs are holding anti-
Valentine’s Day events for those 
without a signifi cant other.

Black Cat
1811 14th Street N.W.
202-667-7960

The hip D.C. venue the 
Black Cat is having an event that 

truly lets people express how 
they feel about this lovey-dovey 
holiday. On Feb. 13, the local 
women’s group Mothertongue 
is hosting their annual Anti-Val-
entine’s Day Slam where wom-
en can speak freely and poeti-
cally about their feelings on the 
holiday. Tickets are $5 and doors 
open at 8 p.m. while the show 
lasts from 9 until midnight.

The event, open to all ages, 
will be hosted by Katz of the 
Athens Boys Choir, a spoken 
word artist who has toured the 
country. The winner of the slam 
gets a $200 cash prize and sec-
ond place gets $50. The proceeds 
will be donated to Rape Abuse 
and Incest National Network to 
help women in the D.C. area.

Degrees Bar & Lounge, Ritz 
Carlton
3100 South Street N.W.
202-912-4100

If you’re looking for a place 
where the last thing you’ll fi nd is 
couples gazing into each other’s 
eye go to this singles only party 
at 7 p.m. on Valentine’s Day. 

Andrea Rogers, president 
and CEO of the annual polo 
charity event The Courage Cup, 
organized this Wednesday’s 
event after having an online 
discussion on LateNightShots, 
a networking site that explores 
city nightlife. Once Rogers 
heard about D.C. people’s de-
sire to have a singles-only party 
on Valentine’s Day she decided 
to put it all together.

“It gives singles something 
to do in order to escape the can-
dy and romance,” Rogers said.

While Rogers is used to 
spending her time helping the 
less fortunate, this time she’s 

hoping to lift the spirits of those 
without dates on this national 
holiday.

Smith Point
1338 Wisconsin Ave.
202-333-8368

Wanna dance to cheesy 
slow songs but not have to wor-
ry if your date is falling in love 
with you? Singles should grab 
a friend they’re not interested 
in and head to the Insignifi cant 
Other Slow Jams Party at this 
Georgetown bar on Valentine’s 
Day. The event starts at 9 p.m. 
and is hosted by LateNightShots, 
the social networking site.

Rogers, who is hosting her 
own party but is a regular on 
the LateNightShots site, said 
she’s heard that this is a strict 
no-couples arena, so beware.

“If two people want in who 
appear to be too ‘coupley’ they 
are going to be questioned in or-
der to make sure no couples are 
attending this event,” she said.

Chi Cha Lounge
1624 U Street N.W.
202-234-8400

Chi Cha Lounge is say-
ing it’s never too late to have a 
Valentine’s Day date with their 
singles-only Valentine’s Eve 
party. On Feb. 13, starting at 8 
p.m., singles are encouraged 
to come to the U Street bar and 
mingle with other unattached 
D.C. residents in hopes to fi nd 
love before the big day hits.

The event includes dis-
counted drinks, dancing and 
no cover. While this party won’t 
force someone on you – no 
speed dating or lock-and-key 
games – you could just leave 
with an unexpected date. Y

In an all-American city like D.C., dating can be 
anything but. Sure, dinner and the latest chick fl ick 
might do the trick, but with so many exotic options 
right here in the District, American-as-apple-pie looks 
a little bland. 
 Take your date to a different place without leaving 
the area code or splurging on pricy airfare for two 
by exploring D.C.’s museums, theaters and multi-
tude of restaurants. If you’re looking for stereotypi-
cal Valentine romance, you might not fi nd it here, as 
these dates are designed to get you out of your rut. 
However, instead of forgettable chocolate martinis at 
some jazz club, you’ll learn more about the District, 
and maybe pick up some culture along the way.

by Maura Judkis

France:
The country of chocolate, wine and lingerie is an obvious 

inspiration for valentine’s amour. Begin your French date with 
a trip to the National Gallery for the newly-opened “Paris in 
Transition: Photographs from the National Gallery of Art.” The 
exhibit contains works from the gallery’s collection from Paris 
from the beginning of photography to the height of modern-
ism. Photographers such as Eugene Atget and Andre Kertesz 
capture everything from the daily street life in the city to the 
grand cathedrals and Eiffel Tower. 

For dinner, get a traditional French meal in Georgetown at 
Café Bonaparte (1522 Wisconsin Ave. N.W.), where sweet and 
savory crepes can be had at nearly all hours of the night – this 
spot stays open until 1 a.m. on Friday and Saturday. For a Pa-
risian taste of Valentine’s Day, try a crêpe with Nutella, banan-
as and whipped cream. Other restaurants with sweet crêpes, 
crème brulée and wine aplenty include Adams Morgan’s Café 
L’Enfant (2000 18th St. N.W.), or Dupont’s rowdy Bistro Du 
Coin (1738 Connecticut Ave. N.W.), whose menu features pâté 
and foie gras. 

Finally, take your guy or gal to the E Street Cinema for a 
screening of “Le Petit Lieutenant,” a nouveau-noir mystery 
fi lm set along the banks of the Seine. If Valentine’s Day isn’t 
your night, but you’re looking for a French weekend diversion, 
Head to the Kennedy Center for the Feb. 17 opening of “Carni-
val!” a musical about a girl who runs away to join the circus. 

Africa:
A journey through Washingtonian Africa begins at the Na-

tional Museum of African Art (950 Independence Ave. S.W.) 
with the exhibit “Body of Evidence.” African Art is much more 
than just tribal masks, as this exhibit proves – with contempo-
rary artists contributing works from Ghana, Ivory Coast, Ethio-
pia, Egypt and several other countries, the works are a blend of 
modern technique and traditional custom. 

Sharing your meal with your date will bring you closer as 
you both lean over rich-smelling plates of Ethiopian food at 
Etete (1942 Ninth St. N.W.) or Meskerem (2434 18th St. N.W.). 

Etete is known for its vegetarian entrees, while Meskerem 
dishes out stewed meats on top of injera, the pancake-like 
bread that works as both plate and utensil. For a very different 
African food experience, head over to Bukom Café (2442 18th 
St. N.W.) for West African cuisine, where whole fi sh is the spe-
cialty and you receive a knife and fork to help you eat it. 

To complete an African-themed Valentine’s date, check out 
“Aida,” the brainchild of Elton John and Tim Rice, who col-
laborated on the Tony Award-winning musical about a love 
triangle between two African princesses and a soldier. The 
musical will be at the Warner Theatre (513 13th St N.W.) from 
Feb. 13-18. 

Great Britain:
The Shakespeare in Washington Festival provides plenty 

of theatrical options for Anglophiles in the District all semester 
long, as nearly every major performance space will be staging 
one of the Bard’s works before June. The Folger Theater (201 
East Capitol St. S.E.), known for its authentically Shakespear-
ean setting made to look like an Elizabethan-era inn, will be 
performing “King Lear,” one of the oldest dysfunctional fam-
ily tales. If traditional Shakespeare sounds more like classwork 
than fun, Rorschach Theatre’s “Rough Magic” might be more 
your taste. Performed at the Casa Del Pueblo church (1459 Co-
lumbia Rd. N.W.), this version of “The Tempest” was written 
by a former Marvel Comics writer, who sets the adaptation in 
Manhattan where drag queens and a dramaturge with magical 
powers steal the show.

British food, most say, isn’t the most delectable – besides, 
fi sh and chips don’t exactly scream Valentine romance. A spot 
of tea, however, is a nice gesture, and when it comes with 
crumpets and scones in a charming Alexandria rowhouse run 
by British expatriots, you and your date might feel as though 
you’re across the pond. The British Collection and Tea Com-
pany (119 S. Royal St., Alexandria, Va.) serves high tea from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. featuring 10 types of scones, as well as tradi-
tional British food like shepherd’s pie. 

Japan:
The Freer and Sackler galleries are the obvious choice for 

Asian art. One recently opened show, “Landscapes in Japanese 
Art,” examines the soaring mountains and waves, and delicate 
greenery of these paintings and ceramic works dating back to 
the fi fteenth century. For a contemporary take on Japanese art, 
head over to the Japan Information and Culture Center (1155 
21st St. N.W.) for their new show, “Shojo Manga, Girl Power: 
Girls’ Comics from Japan.” The exhibit displays various man-
ga, or comics, that go far beyond “Sailor Moon.” 

Of course, there’s no better way to end a Japanese date than 
with sushi. Kaz Sushi Bistro (1915 I St. N.W.), conveniently 
close to campus, offers rolls of all types, from surf clam to blue 
crab. For those looking to venture a little further away, Saki 
(2477 18th St. N.W.) has sushi until midnight, and offers a fash-
ionable nightclub-like atmosphere. And if you’re really into 
sushi but your date is only so-so, try Spices Asian Restaurant 
and Sushi Bar (3333 Connecticut Ave. N.W.) – which presents 
a menu of sushi, Thai and Chinese cuisines to please the most 
fi nicky of valentines. Y

Kicking the single blues

by Niketa Brar
Hatchet Staff Writer

It all began with a love of the St. Louis Rams. 
Boy likes football. Boy’s favorite team makes it 

to the playoffs. Boy goes to watch the playoffs over 
at a friend’s apartment. Boy meets girl. Two years 
later, boy asks girl to marry him.

It may not sound like your traditional love story, 
but for senior Scott Sobelman, 21, and 2005 alumna 
Rebecca Baum, 22, it works just fi ne. 

The couple was engaged over the holiday break, 
when Sobelman, who hails from St. Louis, went to 
Baum’s home in New Jersey to celebrate 
Christmas with her family. When 
Baum wasn’t nearby, Sobelman took a 
moment to honor tradition and ask her 
father for permission to marry her. 

“We went to get a beer and I asked 
him,” Sobelman said. Much to his re-
lief, Baum’s father gave Sobelman a 
hug and his blessing.

That same evening, the soon-
to-be-engaged couple went to a 
family party to celebrate Christ-
mas Eve. As Baum was sipping 
champagne, Sobelman went to 
go get her another glass. Except 
this one came with a surprise. 

“I was just expecting cham-
pagne and I turned around and 
there’s this ring there,” she 
said.

Just like in the movies, So-
belman got down on one knee 
and asked Baum to marry 
him. Sobelman, however, was 
a little short on the Hollywood 
glamour.

“I was defi nitely not as smooth as they are in the 
movies,” he said.

Regardless, Baum said she was shocked and re-
sponded in the best way possible.

“I was nodding and I realized they couldn’t hear 
me,” she smiled. “So then, I said yes!”

Sobelman said he was elated, but went into the 
moment expecting her to say yes.

“I didn’t really have much doubt. We trust each 
other,” he said.

Perhaps the reason Sobelman is so comfortable 
with his decision is because he has spent so much 
time thinking about it. This summer the couple took 
a big step in their relationship and lived together in 
D.C. But when Sobelman moved into his own place 

last fall, he realized something essential 
was missing from his life. 

It was then that he realized that he 
wanted to marry Baum.

“It was missing her and knowing 
that wouldn’t happen with anyone 
else,” he said. 

That summer the couple  dis-
cussed their early marriage, how 
they would potentially raise chil-
dren and how to fuse their two 
faiths – her Catholicism and his 
Judaism. 

For the wedding this De-
cember, Baum has received 
permission from her diocese to 
have the ceremony take place 

outside her hometown church, 
something usually frowned upon 
in Catholic weddings. To honor 
his religion, Sobelman is having 

Tying the knot

So I was reading the latest sex column in The 
Hatchet the other day, and as I was fi nishing up 
(literally), I remembered that it’s February and 
Valentine’s Day is coming up. Oh, “Eve”– if only I 
had a girlfriend like you...

Now, for me, Valentine’s Day has never really 
been all that special. I mean, what is it anyway? 
Nothing more than a mere capi-
talistic, pseudo-holiday hyped 
up by Hallmark to sell lots of 
red, heart-shaped cards and 
boxes of chocolate. Every year, 
I walk into a CVS in February 
and am bombarded with the 
same red crap; teddy bears, ob-
noxious cards, chocolate, roses, 
chocolate roses – you name it.

Maybe it’s just me being 
bitter because I’m not in a rela-
tionship, but I remember when 
Valentine’s Day used to be fun! 
Think back to when you were 
in elementary school and every 
Valentine’s Day you would get 
to trade Looney Toons-themed love cards with 
your classmates and eat Sweethearts until you felt 
ill.

But now, at this age, the love holiday means 
something completely different for us guys. If 
you’re in a relationship, it means you’re obligat-
ed to spend lots of money on a bouquet of roses 
and an expensive dinner in Georgetown. If you’re 
just hooking-up with somebody, then it means a 
not-so-expensive trip to CVS for something heart-
shaped and a box of condoms. And if you’re just 

simply not getting any, then it’s nothing more than 
a slap in the face – as if corporate America is mock-
ing you, laughing at you for buying Valentine’s 
Day themed M&M’s as you walk back to your 
room to spend some quality one-on-one time with 
the Internet and some single-handed typing.

Ladies, I’m just gonna say it; we hate this 
Valentine’s Day shit. Honestly. 
Your boyfriend may play along 
and pretend to enjoy it, but if 
your Valentine’s Day dinner-
date causes him to miss an epi-
sode of “Lost,” he’s gonna be 
pissed. If this pointless holiday 
has anything going for us, it’s 
just guaranteed ass and a slim-
mer wallet. 

You girls get all the atten-
tion, which is exactly what you 
want and you know it. This is 
your holiday. Well, it’s all yours 
and whoever else it is that’s 
making bank on Valentine’s 
Day – Hallmark, Russell Stover, 

that guy on the street who doesn’t speak English 
trying to get your date to buy you a $10 rose.

So this is my Valentine’s Day protest; this year 
I’m not buying anything for anyone. And I’ll prob-
ably get drunk and call what’s-her-face and get re-
jected. I’m such a dick.

I wonder how “Eve” will be spending her Val-
entine’s Day with what’s-his-name, uh, “Pink.” 
She’ll probably just skip all that love crap and get 
straight to the sex, because let’s face it, she’s that 
horny. God, I hope she writes about it. Y

Polmer: Hallmark Hell

Presentation is everything. Sure, handing 
your Valentine a bouquet of roses is nice, but 
why not also invite him or her in for a drink? 

“Why, what is this?” your beloved will ask, 
and you’ll demurely respond “A between the 
sheets,” with a wink. Let the seduction begin.

Flirtini – as seen on “Sex and the City”

1 oz. Vodka
2 oz. Champagne
2 oz. Pineapple Juice

Combine Vodka, champagne and pineapple 
juice in a highball or Collins glass (the short 
kind, not a martini glass) filled with ice.

Between the Sheets

1 oz. Cognac or Brandy
1 oz. Cointreau or Triple Sec
1 oz. Light Rum
1 oz. Lemon or Lime Juice

Combine ingredients in a shaker with cracked 
ice. Shake well and strain into a cocktail 
glass. Garnish with a lemon twist.

American Beauty

1 oz. Brandy
1 oz. Dry Vermouth
1/4 oz. Ruby Port
1/4 oz. Grenadine
1 oz. OrangeJuice

Mix everything in a cocktail shaker with ice. 
Strain into a chilled cocktail glass or a high-
ball glass filled with ice.

Quickie

3/4 oz. Bourbon
3/4 oz. Rum
Dash Triple Sec

Combine ingredi-
ents in a shaker filled 
with ice, shake and 
strain into a cocktail 
or martini glass or an 
old-fashioned glass 
filled with ice.

Red Hot 
Mama

1/2 oz. 
Tequila
1/2 oz. Orange Juice
1/2 oz. Tomato Juice

Combine ingredients in a mixing glass filled 
with ice, stir and strain into a shot glass for a 
shooter or into an old-fashioned glass filled 
with ice for a cocktail.

One Night Stand

2 oz Vodka
1 oz Watermelon Pucker
Splash of cranberry juice
Splash of Sprite

Fill a cocktail shaker two-thirds full of ice. 
Combine the vodka and pucker and shake 
well. Strain over ice into a highball glass. 
Top with cranberry juice and Sprite. Y

source: www.drinkoftheweek.com

Seductive spirits

by Brittany Levine
Hatchet Reporter

The fi rst rule of LateNightShots is you do not talk 
about LateNightShots. 

The exclusive social networking Web site that tar-
gets recent graduates and young professionals who 
want to drink, be merry and “brush up” against each 
other, seems like it’s taking a line from the 1999 movie 
“Fight Club,” in organizing an online underground 
network of city socialites.

The networking site can only be joined through 
invitation from someone who is already a user. It is 
fl irty and meant to be lighthearted and has features 
such as “Brush ups,” similar to “poking” on Face-
book, where if someone saw you at a bar or club they 
can brush up on you online. “Brush ups” often come 
with comments that would be too embarrassing to 
say in real life, like “You give me Pac man fever.” 

Another feature, “The Hunting Range,” allows 

anyone to be the hunter or the prey for hooking up. If 
someone views a user’s profi le and adds him or her 
to their range, he or she can also add that person to 
their range. Once a mutual attraction is established 
then a new match will be posted on your profi le. 
They even allow users to illustrate themselves as  a 
tiger, hyena, panther and even an elephant. 

“LNS fi lls the space between Match.com, AmI-
Hot.com, and Facebook,” said Jennie Kim, 24, a 
graduate student in the School of Media and Public 
Affairs who is a part of the social networking site. 
“(It) is kind of like an intermediary between being a 
grown-up and playing dress-up.”

Instead of going to the local soda fountain and 
necking at Inspiration Point like the baby boomer 
generation, young adults on LNS are fi rst mingling 
online then making their way to a watering hole con-
veniently fi lled with alcohol.

LNS launched in February 2006, under the care 
of three friends, Reed Landry, 26, Neel Patel, 26, and 

Ryan Walfer, 24. The site targets the 20 to 30 crowd, 
with the average age being 26 years old. It began in 
Washington, D.C., but has so far spread to 10 other 
cities, including Nashville, Atlanta, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles and Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

In a land of Facebook and MySpace, LNS hopes 
to attract a demographic that has yet to join a social 
network, Landry said. The goal is not to become the 
next Facebook or to ever be as big as the undergrad-
focused social networking site; rather, LNS wants to 
have a smaller, more local appeal. It provides a place 
for people to interact on a night-life level and join a 
network based on their closest city.

LNS allows users to build a profi le, make friends, 
post photos and videos, and make groups. It focus-
es more on blogging than Facebook, with message 
boards and forums like “Best Movie Sex Scenes” with 
984 views, “Is anyone up for some day drinking ... 
like right now” with 1706 views, and “Highest Pay-
ing Entry Level Job” with 3574 views. There are even 

undercover forums like “Favorite Computer Games” 
where users post links to profi les of women whom 
they think have the best chest.  

“The forum features used to be funny,” said Kate 
Malone, 22, a GW senior who uses the site. “But it’s 
gone downhill. It used to be all rhetorical hyperbole, 
but now it’s just become stupid and another reason 
for people to bash the site.”

LNS is not trying to be like other going-out web-
sites, like heyletsgo.com or minglenow.com, which 
feel too corporate and do not have the appeal of ex-
clusivity, Landry, a cofounder, said. It is so exclusive 
that even when you have been invited to join, the 
groups within the site are restricted to invited mem-
bers only.

“People on the site aren’t basing their social life 
around it. We understand the social scene in D.C., 
and we don’t have any delusions of running anyone’s 

Playing by the rules: hooking up online and in D.C.

Aro
und the world

in four D.C. dates

Courtesy National Gallery of Art
The National Gallery of Art’s “Paris in Transition” exhibit contains pho-
tographs of Paris from the beginning of photography to the height of 
modernism.

Cody  Wix/Hatchet photographer
Junior Greg Hersh serenades sophomore Katie Biszko during an anti-Valentine’s Day Emoca-
pella concert Friday night in Mitchell Hall theater.  The concert was standing-room only.

3/4 oz. Bourbon
3/4 oz. Rum
Dash Triple Sec

Combine ingredi-
ents in a shaker filled 
with ice, shake and 
strain into a cocktail 
or martini glass or an 
old-fashioned glass 
filled with ice.

Red Hot 

Shaken, not 
stirred:
prepare 
specialty 
drinks for 
your sweet-
heart this 
Valentine’’s 
Day.

Baum’s home in New Jersey to celebrate 
Christmas with her family. When 
Baum wasn’t nearby, Sobelman took a 
moment to honor tradition and ask her 
father for permission to marry her. 

“We went to get a beer and I asked 
him,” Sobelman said. Much to his re-
lief, Baum’s father gave Sobelman a 

time thinking about it. This summer the couple took 
a big step in their relationship and lived together in 
D.C. But when Sobelman moved into his own place 

last fall, he realized something essential 
was missing from his life. 

It was then that he realized that he 
wanted to marry Baum.

“It was missing her and knowing 
that wouldn’t happen with anyone 
else,” he said. 

cussed their early marriage, how 
they would potentially raise chil-
dren and how to fuse their two 

outside her hometown church, 
something usually frowned upon 
in Catholic weddings. To honor 

Nearing the commencement of 
her fourth year in college, Eve has 
learned quite a few things about 
sex. Eve, The Hatchet’s anony-
mous sex columnist, will share her 
observations and (sometimes dirty) 
thoughts about sex at GW with the 
population that fuels her fi re.

Editor’s note: names have been 
changed to protect the naughty.

After advertising last week 
for your questions, I received 
quite a few interesting inqui-
ries this week. From the creepy 
(bleeding gums and biting 
your lover’s toenails) to the 
lame (how do I sneak out in the 
morning?), I was shocked and 
intrigued with every one. 

But, in the spirit of Valen-
tine’s Day, I’ve decided to try 
to answer the ones I think most 
benefi t the general GW popula-
tion. And remember, anyone is 
happy to feel loved on Feb. 14, 
even if you bite his toenails or 

sneak out the next morning.

Question 1: Can I give a guy a 
blowjob if I have strep throat? 
Since I’m on antibiotics for it, 
my birth control isn’t working 
and I want to do something.

– Sore but Sexy in Ivory Tower

Let me preface this by say-
ing that you can do whatever 
you want. But now I’m going 
to do everything in my power 
to talk you out of performing 
this disgusting, slimy, swollen 
debacle of oral sex. Strep throat 
in grown-ups is often charac-
terized by a high fever, diffi -
culty swallowing, shortness of 
breath, and a pus-like coating 
over the tonsils. For starters, 
you probably are not able to 
breathe out your nose when 
you have strep, so you might 
pass out during the act. Every-
body loves a half-fi nished blow 
job and an unconscious chick.

Second of all, you have 

pus on your tonsils. That pus is 
what makes your throat burn. 
When it interacts with semen 
(which it will do even if you 
do not let him fi nish in your 
mouth, hell-O, pre-cum?), it 
will feel like his penis just shot 
fi re into your throat. Sexy.

And third, poorly treated 
strep throat can lead to a myr-
iad of diseases. Even on antibi-
otics, stressing out your throat 
when you have strep can lead 
to rheumatic fever. Rheumatic 
fever is a disease from, like, 
the Oregon Trail that causes 
damage to your heart valves 
and can kill you. Do you really 
want your gravestone to read 
“Here Lies Sore and Horny, 
Who Could Not Wait Until the 
Pus Cleared from Her Throat to 
Give Head. Now She’s Dead.”

So, like I said, do whatever 
you want. But giving head 
when you have strep throat is 
gross. And you’ll die.

Question 2: What is the 
protocol for hitting on some-
one in the Metro? Is it creepy? 

–Trying to Get a Date Between 
Metro Center and Dupont Circle

I think that the Metro 
is a prime place for lusty 
looks and accidental hand-
brushes. It is also unex-
pected, which can be excit-
ing and kind of negates the 

NAVIGATING GW’S SEX SCENE

“The dos and 
don’ts of getting 
some this year”

Under the covers
Erin Shea/photo editor

Rows and rows of Valentine’s Day cards in CVS send Hatchet columnist Brendan Polmer’s 
emotional state into a tailspin as he dreads the upcoming holiday.

The GW TH ECTA H ‘s Roses are red,
violets are blue.

We have advice for Valentine’s and 
for those who hate the day, too.

If this pointless 

holiday has anything 

going for us, it’s just 

guaranteed ass and a 

slimmer wallet.

See SEX, p. 8

Courtesy Scott Sobelman
Senior Scott Sobelman proposed 
to his girlfriend, GW alumna Re-
becca Baum, on Christmas Eve. See MARRIAGE, p. 8

See LNS, p. 8



social life,” Landry said.
 Some critics of the site include 
Wonkette, the D.C. gossip blog, 
which has an undercover intern 
and a weekly post about her ex-
perience with LNS. According to 
Wonkette, the D.C. gossip blog, 
which has an undercover intern 
and a weekly post about her ex-
perience with LNS. According 
to Wonkette, LNS “is America’s 
Fastest-Growing ... Invite-Only 
Web Community for D.C.’s best 
and whitest.” The weekly posts 
are often sexual in nature or ex-
pose the WASPy side of LNS. 

Some complain the diversity 
is lacking on the site, and find 
some features of the profile entry 
form, which, for instance, asks for 
country club membership infor-
mation, obnoxious. Also, some 
complain the site is too focused 
on the Georgetown scene.

“It may be Georgetown cen-
tered, but it’s not another elitist 
Washington network,” Malone 
said. “That is just a caricature be-
ing promoted. Not everyone on it 
is a complete asshole.”

LNS is like a guilty pleasure. 
It seems that many do not want 
to admit to being affiliated or that 
they like the site, but many end 
up using it to find out what night-
life Washington has to offer.

Beneath all the criticism, 
though, the site does have perks. 
There is a weekly list of happy 
hour specials, chats, restaurant 
reviews and information on bars 
around Washington. In the entry 
form all members have to list their 
favorite bars and restaurants and 
the site has a convenient list of the 
favorites. LNS also hosts parties at 
bars around town, and last Octo-
ber Mark Cuban from the Dallas 
Mavericks helped with the draw-
ing at an LNS-hosted date raffle at 
Smith Point. The next party being 
hosted by LNS is “The Insignifi-
cant Others Slow Jams Party” at 

Smith Point on Valentine’s Day.
“It’s a product of its envi-

ronment. It reflects the nature of 
young professionals working or 
studying in D.C. and is appeal-
ing to that audience,” said Ellen 
Wexler, a GW graduate. “It’s all 
about having a good time and 
meeting people. You go to bars to 
meet people. It’s (different from 
Facebook because it’s) based 
around socializing, not by com-
puter.”

LNS parties often have a 
guest list, but many members 
say that the list is rarely enforced. 
The list is e-mailed to every-
one invited, and many are over 
50 pages long, because above 
everyone’s name is their default 
profile picture. 

“It’s the mid 20s mindset. You 
can list your relationship status or 
use the hunting range, but it’s not 
really for dating,” Malone said. 
“No one goes on dates anymore; I 
haven’t been on a real date in like 
eight years. It’s just very casual 
and fun.” Y
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Doctor of Physical
Therapy Program

Apply Now! Applications for admission to the
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree program
are now being accepted for the Fall 2007 semester.
The DPT degree program offers a fully integrated
didactic and clinical curriculum.

Our faculty members are experienced educators,
scholars, and clinicians, and are highly regarded in
the professional arena.

Our graduates are prepared to provide quality
patient care and to assume leadership roles in the
profession and the community. They will tell you
that their education in this program has provided
them with an unparalleled learning experience and
has positioned them for employment with the best
in the physical therapy community.

There is no better community in which to live and
learn in than that provided by The George
Washington University and the School of Medicine
and Health Sciences.

For more information visit our website:
www.gwumc.edu/healthsci

Join us for an
information session
all sessions start at 5:30 pm

December 19 & January 17

RSVP today!
202.994.8237
hspmkw@gwumc.edu

To request an application

call 202.994.2807 or

hsphora@gwu.edu

S C H O O L  O F  M E D I C I N E  A N D  H E A LT H  S C I E N C E S

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION INSTITUTION CERTIFIED TO OPERATE IN VA BY SCHEV.01541

www.gwu.edu/gradinfo

creepy factor. In bars or at parties, 
people are drunk and it’s dark so 
it is automatically assumed that 
libidinous young co-eds will be 
making business deals. But the 
Metro, well-lit and bustling with 
activity, is a sweet and sexy place 
to meet someone. If you do it cor-
rectly. For starters, make sure that 
there is adequate time between 
the stop you’re at and the stop you 
have to get off to get the person’s 
number and leave a good impres-
sion, and that there isn’t so much 
time that conversation becomes 

drawn-out and trite. 
Some excellent tactics: if the 

person appears to be dressed for 
work or an internship, ask where 
he/she works and tell them how 
fascinating you find the Depart-
ment of Agriculture/file room at 
The Post/ESPN Zone. Questions 
like this strike the right balance 
between observant but not stalk-
er-ish. For example, do not ask for 
the address where he/she works 
or his/her usual hours.

And, of course, there is always 
the sexiest question a person can 
ever ask a stranger: “Have we 
met somewhere before?” It lends 
itself to movie-style romance, the 
best way to start any affair. Even 
if you’ve never seen this person 

before in your life, you want to 
see him/her again, and acting 
as though his/her face triggers a 
romantic memory will always en-
sure at least a smile and a longing 
gaze. It’s so Bogey and Bacall, so 
An Affair to Remember, so SEXY.

So if you do not have a Val-
entine yet this year, maybe hop 
on the Metro and see if someone 
strikes your fancy. For all you 
know, he or she works at your 
favorite restaurant or really has 
met you somewhere before ... and 
maybe, just maybe, wants to be 
your Valentine. Y

Have a sex question you want 
answered? Send your sex-queries to 
eve@gwhatchet.com.

his rabbi fly from St. Louis to New 
Jersey to officiate as well. 

It is this attention and sensitivity 
to each others’ needs that has made 
the couple’s relationship successful.

“She has been happier ever 
since the two of them started dat-
ing, and I could not imagine them 
ever not being happy together,” 
Baum’s cousin Holly Shaw said.

Others who know the cou-
ple agree. Sobelman’s fraternity 
brother, Matt Broadhead said he 
supports their relationship, since 
Baum fits in with the other Pi Kap-
pa Alpha fraternity brothers.

“They are unique because 

Scott hasn’t changed since they 
started dating. So often you see 
friends dating someone and they 
change, becoming less reliable and 
so on. But with these two, their re-
lationship supplements their per-
sonalities,” Broadhead said.

Unfortunately, this positive at-
titude has not been shared by all 
of the couple’s friends. Baum said 
that her friends, most of whom are 
already engaged, are excited for 
her impending marriage. Mean-
while, Sobelman said that some of 
his friends have reacted skeptical-
ly, wondering if this is the wisest 
choice at what many would call a 
young age for marriage. 

According to the Gallup Poll, 
most Americans believe that the 
appropriate age for marriage is 25 
for women and 27 for men. Baum, 

however, said she believes that age 
shouldn’t serve as any indicator of 
the potential of a marriage. 

“People in their 30s don’t 
know what they’re doing either,” 
she said.

Baum, who is working at 
the D.C. brokerage firm Folger 
Nolan Fleming Douglas, said 
the couple plans to stay in D.C. 
for a few years, and then move 
to New York. Sobelman plans to 
go into advertising after gradu-
ating this spring. Baum said she 
hasn’t once doubted their deci-
sion to get married at such a 
young age.

And more than anything, Sobel-
man said there’s one principle that 
dictates why their relationship works.

He said, “She can put up with 
my shit.” Y

LNS
from p. 7

MARRIAGE
from p. 7

SEX COLUMN
from p. 6
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it’s what you wanted.

Introducing iHousing 
GW’s new housing assignment 
process that makes your housing 
easy, flexible and personalized to 
your individualized housing 
preferences. iHousing takes the 
time, inconvenience and 
unnecessary stress out of the 
housing process.

All students who want housing 
are required to fill out an on-line 
housing application. 

Visit http://gwired.gwu.edu/gwhousing for 
more information on iHousing, the new housing 
assignment process.

iHousing
individualized housing assignments
spring 2007

No Reservations Required

EVERY 30 MINUTES.
EVERY DAY!

$9.00 ONE-WAY
$16.00 ROUND-TRIP

West Falls Church Metro
to Dulles

1. Take the Orange Line Metro to West Falls
Church.

2. Ride the Washington Flyer Coach to Dulles
Airport.

3. Payment accepted on the bus or at Dulles
Airport.

A friendly curbside representative will meet you
upon arrival and direct you to your airline.

Dulles to West Falls Metro
1. Purchase tickets at The Washington Flyer

ticket counter on the Arrival level at Door 4.
2. Board the bus at Dulles from the Main

Terminal at Door 4.
3. Relax and ride the bus to West Falls

Church Metro!
888-WASHFLY

www.washfly.com

DULLES AIRPORT COACH SERVICE

Receive a 30% 
discount

with your GWorld

Professor aids taxi zone reform

by Alexa Millinger
Senior Staff Writer 

After helping to train mem-
bers of the FBI and writing reports 
for the State Department, GW 
professor Kathryn Newcomer is 
using her experience to help D.C. 
with another pressing issue: the 
city’s taxicab system.

Newcomer, who is the direc-
tor of the School of Public Policy, 
conducted research for a slew of 
federal agencies, including the 
Department of Transportation 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration. She 
was tasked with examining the 
District’s unique zone system of 
taxi fares, compared to the meter 
system of most other American 
cities.

Newcomer and her research 

assistants equipped 21 D.C. cabs 
with meters that printed out the 
expected meter price for the trip 
although drivers still charged 
zone prices. The meters operated 
on a rate of $2.50 base fare and 
$0.25 every sixth of a mile. 

She presented the final results 
of “The Taxicab Information 
Project” last month; though the 
D.C. Taxicab Commission received 
the initial report in November, a 
few corrections were made on the 
final submission. The commission 
said it will not release the study’s 
findings until they make a deci-
sion on how to act on it.

The study began in October 
2005 as a result of the recommen-
dations of then-Mayor Anthony 
Williams’ Task Force on Taxicab 
Reform in 2002. The issue became 
more immediate last fall, when 
President George W. Bush signed 
legislation that included an amend-
ment requiring all taxis licensed in 
D.C. to charge fares by a metered 
system on or before October 2007. 
The amendment, introduced by 

U.S. Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.), 
includes a provision allowing 
Mayor Adrian Fenty to opt out of 
the requirement for the metered 
system by executive order.

Fenty, in a written statement 
Nov. 7, said he would support 
whatever option was better for the 
citizens of D.C.

“I am committed to making 
sure that the taxicab system is fair 
and consumer-friendly, whether 
fares are based on the zone system 
or metered rates,” he said.

The Mayor’s Office con-
tacted Newcomer to conduct 
the research, which has been 
overseen by the Office of the 
Deputy Mayor for Planning 
and Economic Development. 
Two graduate students in GW’s 
School of Public Policy helped the 
professor to crunch the numbers, 
which included more than 9,000 
pieces of data collected over eight 
months.

Doreen Thompson, inter-
im chair of the D.C. Taxicab 
Commission, said the commission 
has not yet reviewed the final ver-
sion of the report, which it will 
most likely review by the end of 
February. She added that while 
the process is taking longer than 
expected, the delay is not intend-
ed.

“There are so many things on 
the Committee’s plate,” she said. 
“This isn’t some technique of stall-
ing.”

What the Taxicab Commission 
will do with this study isn’t yet 
known. Thompson said the study 
eventually will either go before 
a panel or the full commission to 
decide the best way to utilize the 
findings.

This report is not the first time 
Newcomer has aided the District. 

Newcomer also served as an 
expert panel member in the 2004 
investigation into a drinking water 
scandal. The investigation’s final 
report determined the D.C. Water 
and Sewer Authority had “mis-
handled” water testing, resulting 
in unsafe levels of lead in D.C. tap 
water.

Although Newcomer has 
extensive experience in public pol-
icy research, she cites the public 
policy school’s high reputation as 
meriting D.C.’s request for assis-
tance.

“We’re definitely a leader (in 
this field),” she said. “They know 
we have very good analytical skills 
both with faculty and students.”

Daniel Paepke, one of the 
graduate research assistants, said 
the study was more of a statisti-
cal analysis rather than a policy 
recommendation for the commis-
sion. “We just gave them the raw 
data that they can make decisions 
with,” Paepke said. 

He added: “We produced a 
great product and used a lot of the 
skills we have been working on 
for the past two years.” n

D.C. mulls switch to 
metered cabs from 
zone system

Interested in becoming the 

Hatchet’s next web manager? To 

inquire, contact Greg Gross at 

ggross@gwhatchet.com



Washington 
Wizards

CAREER FAIR
For accessible seating, call 202.661.5065

TTY 202.661.5066

Washington Wizards Sports & Entertainment Career Fair

Friday, March 2nd, 2007
2PM - 5PM @ Verizon Center

$25 ticket includes:
Admission to Career Fair & Upper Level game ticket

BOWIE BAYSOX
COMCAST SPORTSNET
DC UNITED
HOT 99.5 FM
NBC 4-TV
NFL PLAYERS ASSOCIATION

OCTAGON
RIPKEN BASEBALL INC.
SFX SPORTS GROUP
SIX FLAGS AMERICA
SPORTSTALK 980 AM

For more information call 202.628.3200 x4632
Or log onto www.WashingtonWizards.com
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Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
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 770 NUMBER CRUNCH
–Days since the GW men’s basketball team  

had last lost at Smith Center, before Saturday’s 
87-58  loss to Xavier.
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by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

With the college basket-
ball season more than 
half over, February is 

considered a time for teams to 
come together and make a run 
in preparation for the NCAA 
tournament. GW’s men’s bas-
ketball game against Xavier saw 
two teams going in different 
directions: the Musketeers have 
won five of their last six games, 
while the Colonials have lost 
three straight for first time since 
December 2003.

GW may have lost to what 
head coach Karl Hobbs called 
“a much, much better basket-
ball team,” but few could have 
expected Xavier to win by 29 at 
Smith Center, where GW had 
won 24 straight games. The 

game was close throughout 
the entire first half and the two 
teams were separated by just 
three at halftime, suggesting 
that the 44-18 second half score 
came down to one team’s supe-
rior execution and effort.

“Wherever there was a big 
play to be made, they made it,” 
Hobbs said. “Whenever they 
needed a big stop, they got it. 
Whenever there was a loose 
ball, they got it.”

The numbers are as ugly 
as one would expect: the Colo-
nials shot just under 27 percent 
in the second half and had 18 
turnovers in the game. Hobbs 
said fatigue played a factor in 
the team’s performance, but his 
team had not played a game in 
a week after coming back from 
a long road trip to the Midwest. 
Sophomore Cheyenne Moore 

said Wednesday that he thought 
the week off had helped the 
team recover from the trip.

“My main concern now is 
physically trying to get through 
the rest of the year,” Hobbs said. 
“But at the same time you have 
to find a way to win basketball 
games.”

Now tied for fourth in the 
conference, GW is faced with 
trying to stop a losing streak, a 
situation that most of its players 
are unfamiliar with. Before the 
season, coaches and fans point-
ed to this current stretch of five 
games, of which four are on the 
road, as crucial to the success 
or failure of the team. With just 
one of the five games left – the 
Colonials play Saint Joseph’s 
Wednesday – the team is 1-3 
and looking for answers.

“(I don’t think the players 

know what to do) at all,” Hobbs 
said. “They’ve never been through 
before, even the veteran guys.”

Although he said it does 
not give him any comfort now, 
Hobbs is quick to point out that 
he considers this a “rebuild-
ing year,” similar to the one 
that last year’s seniors, such as 
Pops Mensah-Bonsu and Mike 
Hall, went through during their 
freshman year. 

With six games remaining, 
the team is still just one and a 
half games out of first place in 
the conference; even a short 
winning streak could put GW in 
position to get a bye in the first 
round of the Atlantic 10 Tourna-
ment. There is not much room 
for error, however.

Said Hobbs of his players: 
“They know that their back is 
against the wall.” n

by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

With his team down 42 points 
to the GW women’s basketball 
team Sunday, all St. Bonaventure 
head coach Jim Crowley could do 
was shake his head.

Crowley watched his team 
give up 21 turnovers and shoot 
below 25 percent as No. 8/9 GW 
(AP, ESPN/USA Today) won its 
14th straight game 75-41, the sixth-
longest streak in the nation and 
fourth-longest in program history, 
and continued its undefeated tear 
through the Atlantic 10. 

After becoming the fastest team 
in program history to reach the 20-
win plateau with a 76-46 win over 
Duquesne on Thursday, GW (21-2, 
10-0 A-10) never trailed during the 
rout over the Bon-
nies (13-12, 3-7 A-
10), which included 
a 25-2 run to open 
the game.

Junior Sarah-
Jo Lawrence and 
senior Kenan Cole 
led all scorers with 
15 points each 
while junior Kim 
Beck and sopho-
more Jessica Adair 
each contributed 
11 points. The Co-
lonials shot 51.5 
percent from the 
field while putting 
forth a stifling defensive effort to 
hold St. Bonaventure to 23.1 per-
cent. The Bonnies’ 41 points were 
the lowest total for a GW oppo-
nent this season.

“Defense always brings out 
offense,” Lawrence said. “We 
come out hard on defense and 
turn people over and make them 
make passes and take shots that 
they don’t want to make.”

The Colonials, who had four 
players reach double figures in 
scoring for the second straight 
game, came out looking energized, 
which was a focus of the team after 
allowing Duquesne to eat away at 
a 10-point GW lead, Cole said.

“It was just the energy that all 
of us came out with in our press 
and defense that allowed us to 

turn them over and get easy buck-
ets,” Cole said.

Crowley said that it was the 
Colonials’ size on the inside and 
quickness on the perimeter that 
forced his team into 21 turnovers.

“This team is interesting be-
cause their quickness at the guard 
spot, especially defensively, is at a 
level with anyone,” Crowley said. 
“I think their ranking is very well 
deserved, and they’re peaking at a 
great time.”

GW Coach Joe McKeown said 
that his team was able to set the 
tone early in the game after Cole, 

Beck and Lawrence 
started hitting out-
side shots, opening 
up the interior. The 
Colonials outscored 
the Bonnies in the 
paint 32-18.

“St. Bonaven-
ture was going to 
pack it in and make 
us shoot it, and 
we’re not one of 
the top three-point 
shooting teams in 
the country, but 
we’re dangerous,” 
McKeown said.

The ability to 
rest players such as Jessica Adair 
and give sophomores Chantelle 
John and Faith Petersß playing 
time was a valuable luxury, McK-
eown said.

Despite its undefeated confer-
ence record, the Colonials are still 
tied with Temple at the top of the 
standings and followed closely by 
third-place Charlotte (17-8, 8-2 A-
10), who GW will face in Charlotte, 
N.C. Thursday at 7 p.m. The 49ers 
have won 22 straight home games 
at Halton Arena, where McKeown 
has never coached before.

“Looking at what they’ve 
done this year, and they’re playing 
better after some ups and downs 
non-conference, they’re putting it 
together,” McKeown said. “It’s go-
ing to be a great game.”n

24-game streak broken

Tied for fourth in Atlantic 10

Three-game losing streak

LOOKINGAHEAD

Colonials win 
14th straight

Jon Malis/Hatchet  
photographer

Sophomore Noel 
Wilmore has his 
shot blocked by 
Xavier’s Derrick 
Brown Saturday 
during GW’s loss.

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Junior Sarah-Jo Lawrence drives past a St. Bonaventure player 
Sunday during GW’s 75-41 win. Lawrence had 15 points.

“I think their  
ranking is very 

well deserved, and 
they’re peaking at 

a great time.”

JIM CROWLEY
ST. BONAVENTURE 

COACH

that started Jan. 31 at Dayton, and los-
ing a few games is a whole new cup 
of tea.

“This is a new experience for us 
and that’s quite amazing isn’t it?” 
Hobbs said.

This team is starting anew and got 
a harsh introduction Saturday night to 
what Hobbs has repeatedly called “a 
rebuilding year.” The Colonials (15-7, 
6-4 A-10) made seven of its 26 shots 
while getting outscored 44-18 in the 
second half by the Musketeers (18-7, 
8-3 A-10).

GW kept it close in the first half and 
went into halftime down only three 
points but eventually allowed the lead 

to balloon to 29 points at the end of the 
game. It was the second-worst loss in 
Hobbs’ tenure.

The Colonials, who are now tied 
for fourth place with Duquesne and 
Saint Joseph’s in the conference stand-
ings, got 13 points from senior Carl 
Elliott and 12 from junior Maureece 
Rice. Senior Dokun Akingbade man-
aged eight points and freshman Travis 
King had six points. The Colonials also 

turned the ball over 18 times.
Rebounding, a season-long prob-

lem for the Colonials, hampered GW 
against the taller and more experi-
enced Musketeers team. GW was only 
out-rebounded 33-29 but Elliott, a 
guard, racked up the most rebounds. 
Akingbade, the team’s center, had five 
rebounds.

While one streak ended Saturday 
night, another one was continued. The 

losing streak that GW started nearly 
two weeks ago carries this team into a 
critical point of the season and an away 
game against Saint Joseph’s Wednesday 
night in Philadelphia. And the GW play-
ers, none of which were made available 
to media Saturday night, aren’t used to 
this kind of losing streak.

Hobbs said, “There are not enough 
experienced guys in that locker room 
that know how to deal with this.” n

XAVIER
from p. 1

W. Basketball  75

St. Bonaventure                41
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the successful returns. He said 
they were “early and aggressive” 
in their investments

Trachtenberg and Ramsey 
both expressed a hope that Knapp 
would serve a long tenure as 
University president, especially 
in light of many recent cases of 
presidents of other schools serving 
terms that were under five years.

Trachtenberg will have served 
as University President for 19 years 
when he retires in July. Blumer has 

served as GW’s first vice president 
and general counsel since 1995.  

Also announced at the board’s 
winter meeting was the retirement 
of vice president and general coun-
cil Dennis Blumer. He was GW’s 
first vice president and general 
counsel and has served in the posi-
tion since 1995. William Howard 
has been named as the interim vice 
president and general counsel.

“(Blumer) had indexed his 
service to mine, and so he and 
I were going to step down con-
currently with Manatt. You’ll see 
a lot of that this year ... It’s in 
the nature of this business,” said 
University President Stephen Joel 

Trachtenberg.
Blumer has provided legal 

guidance to the Board of Trustees 
and to the administration. He gave 
advice on matters including cam-
pus development, human resource 
services and labor relations.

“We’ve entered into a far 
more litigious era, whether it’s 
simple slip and falls or contracts 
or government regulatory issues, 
you simply need to be represent-
ed by competent counsel,” said 
Trachtenberg.

Howard replaced Blumer as 
interim vice president and gen-
eral counsel earlier this month. He 
has served as GW’s deputy gen-

eral counsel since 1996. Howard 
was involved with legal matters 
like the acquisition of the Mount 
Vernon Campus and the restruc-
turing of the Medical Center.

“(Blumer) has done a great job 
here. Legally, we’ve been in great 
shape ... and I just hope to main-
tain that, both minimizing prob-
lems, dealing with issues as they 
arise and providing good strategic 
advice also,” Howard said.

Trachtenberg also addressed 
the transition that will take place 
when he steps down in July. He 
urged the board to be support-
ive of President-elect Knapp, and 
to “nurture and protect” him 

throughout the transition period.
“My greater interest is that 

his success will lead to George 
Washington University’s success,” 
Trachtenberg said. “He’s not com-
ing here to be the heart or soul 
of the University, but to be its 
leader.”

Trachtenberg said Knapp 
should play the roles in which he 
excels in, and delegate the others.  

“If he wants to play the drums, 
don’t hand him the bagpipes,” 
Trachtenberg said. “And if he likes 
to wrestle sheep from time to time 
... well nobody’s perfect.” n

–David Ceasar contributed to 
this report.

SPACE
from p. 1

RAMSEY
from p. 3

Saha removed and so, therefore, 
he could not be an objective 
decision-maker,” Karl said.

Saha, who has been on 
paid administrative leave for 
a year and a half, appealed 
the July decision of a facul-
ty panel to revoke his tenure, 
and his appeal was denied in 
December. The administration 
argued – and the hearing panels 
have unanimously found – that 
Saha neglected many of his 
professional duties throughout 
the past decade. Such failings 
include: not attending faculty 
meetings, not serving on com-
mittees, not submitting annual 
reports or student evaluations 
and not conducting research. 

In January, University 
President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg appointed 
Lawrence to render the 
final employment decision. 
Trachtenberg wrote a letter 
last month informing Saha that 
Lehman removed himself from 
the process, Karl said.

“We are the ones that (were) 
requesting that Vice President 
Lehman recuse himself and that 
a neutral decision-maker be 
appointed,” said Karl, who was 
happy to see Lehman distance 
himself.

Thomas Morrison, senior 
associate dean for administra-
tive affairs, spoke on behalf of 
Lawrence, who did not return 
several calls from The Hatchet 
Friday.

“He is continuing to work 
on this particular problem, and 
I’m sure he’ll be able to render a 
decision on the matter relative-
ly soon,” Morrison said. “This is 
obviously a serious matter and 
he wants to give it full consider-
ation and he’s doing that.”

Morrison added that he 
does not know when Lawrence 
will make his decision on Saha’s 
employment. “He’s not bound 
by any particular time frame 
other than to make sure the job 
is done fully.”

Media Relations Director 
Tracy Schario, who has spo-
ken on behalf of the University 
throughout the Saha deliber-
ations, doesn’t know when a 
decision will be made.

“It will be timely. It will 
happen in due course,” said 
Schario, who declined to com-
ment on case specifics. She 
added: “A timely conclusion to 
this will be what all parties 
hope for.” n

SAHA
from p. 3

the space including Leizear and 
senior Josh Lasky, executive vice 
president of the Student Associa-
tion.

The Hatchet reported last Oc-
tober that Lasky and Leizear were 
examining the possibility of using 
the space as a type of student space 
with Internet access, a stage for 
performances and forums, and a 
projector and screen. 

At the beginning of this semes-
ter, Leizear said that he and Lasky 
were notifi ed by administrators 
that all other plans had been put 
aside in order to consider the pos-
sibility of a student service center.

“This is an exciting option for 
students, and could totally reshape 
the way GW students think about 
customer service at this Univer-
sity,” Leizear said.  

Peller said that the center would 
streamline many of the service pro-
cesses and place offi ces that do busi-
ness with students in one easily ac-
cessible location. Peller specifi cally 
mentioned the cashier and student 
accounts as possibilities.

Lasky stressed that maintain-
ing a focus on student interests was 
important to the project.

“The Marvin Center is our stu-
dent union; as the student body 
evolves so should the building’s 
spaces to refl ect the most current 
needs of the students,” he said. 

Peller said that one of Lasky 
and Leizear’s early plans, relocat-
ing the Student Association offi ce 
to the space, had not been ruled 
out. He said the SA offi ce, which 
is located on the fourth fl oor of the 
building, could be part of the stu-
dent service center.

“I happen to think that moving 
the SA offi ce to the ground fl oor is 
a great idea, and I think it would be 
benefi cial to the student communi-
ty and the SA,” Peller said, adding 
that there are still many possibili-
ties being considered. 

“This has been something the 
University has been looking to do 
for a long time,” he said.  He did 
not have a specifi c timetable for 
the creation of the service center, 
but he expects the planning to take 
time because of the many Univer-
sity departments that would be 
involved.

Leizear said he hopes that stu-
dents will understand that it is a 
lengthy process.

“We understand the frustra-
tion surrounding the fact that the 
student body has not yet seen any 
progress downstairs,” he said.

“Hopefully students can un-
derstand that all options are being 
explored extensively to make sure 
the space is utilized in the best pos-
sible way.” n

Student Association Candidate Debate
Thursday Feb. 15th 

7-9 p.m.
In the Jack Morton auditorium in the MPA building 
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