
by Niketa Kumar
Hatchet Staff Writer

After almost eight months of searching for a 
new dean, the Columbian College search commit-
tee has released a shortlist of five candidates.

During the next two months the candidates 
will be visiting the campus to meet with student 
groups like the Student Association, faculty mem-
bers and administrators, according to a CCAS 
press release. The search committee will then rec-
ommend three final candidates to Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman, President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and President-elect 
Steven Knapp.

“I am looking for (a dean who is) smart, com-
mitted, capable as an academic and fundraiser, 
and who thinks the four-by-four plan is a good 
idea,” said President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg in 
a phone interview. 

Individual schools will vote on the four-by-
four plan in April. If approved, the plan would 
change GW’s current class structure from five, 
three-credit classes to four, four-credit classes.

“I am looking for positive discourse with 
smart people asking smart-people questions and 
getting smart answers. They should have a com-
mitment to teaching and scholarship, and a love 
of young people and professors,” Trachtenberg 
added.

The list of dean candidates includes interim 
dean Diana Lipscomb, Thomas Baldwin from the 
University of Arizona, Barry Chiswick from the 
University of Illinois, Peg Barratt from the Na-
tional Institute of Health and Virginia Sapiro from 
the University of Wisconsin.

Leslie Jacobson, chair of the Theater and 
Dance Department and CCAS Dean Search Com-
mittee director, headed a 14-person committee 
that received about 100 applications for the posi-
tion. Jacobson said the search is following the pro-
posed timeline. The new dean should take his or 
her position by July 2007.  

“GW has a long and proven tradition with 
excellent opportunities to make positive impacts 

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer 

Democratic political strategist 
James Carville was back in his 
old venue Monday night, telling 
students what he thinks about 
the new Democratic majority in 
Congress, the Iraq War and the 
state of politics today.

Carville, a Louisiana Democrat 
who served as an adviser to former 
President Bill Clinton in his 1992 
presidential campaign, spoke to a 
crowd of 250 students in the Jack 
Morton Auditorium. From 2003 to 
2005 Carville co-hosted the CNN 
debate show “Crossfire” in the 
same venue.

“It is good to be back here, 
but I realize what you all remem-
ber me for – ‘Old School,’” said 
Carville, who had a cameo in the 
movie. “It was the cultural high-

light of my life.”
Carville, nick-named the 

“Ragin’ Cajun,” has also coun-
seled international leaders includ-
ing British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak.

“I love politics,” Carville said. 
“You can make rain or get rained 
on. You can observe or participate. 
It is your choice.”

Carville, who co-authored 
“Take It Back: Our Party, Our 
Country, Our Future” in January 
2006, said that Democrats made 
great strides during the past year.

“If you were listening to the 
pundits last year, they said that we 
(wouldn’t) do anything,” Carville 
said. “We got the most talented 
field assembled by anyone. Don’t 
worry about it.”

Carville said that Democratic 
leaders, like U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), are off to 
a good start, but will need time 
to fit into their new roles in the 
majority.

“It’s like a guy who jumps out 
of a 40-story building and says 
at the 30th floor that it is good so 
far,” Carville said. “I think Speaker 
Pelosi is a savvier politician than 

anyone envisioned.”
Carville said that he did 

not plan to advise any of the 
Democratic presidential candi-
dates for 2008 and was not endors-
ing any of the candidates yet.

Carville did, however, discuss 
who has the best plan for ending 
the Iraq War.

“Three people have good 
plans for Iraq – the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost,” Carville said. 
“My opinion is that Sen. (Hillary) 
Clinton (D-N.Y.) has the best plan. 
But there is something wrong with 
everyone’s plans. That is why it is 
a quagmire.”

Carville said many of the 
Republican positions on sex, reli-
gion, homosexuality and global 
warming are “silly ass.”

“These are things that are 
becoming aware to people,” said 
Carville. “But you got to be able to 
communicate and talk about this.”

Carville said that GW stu-
dents are “fortunate” to attend a 
university in the nation’s capitol 
and need to take advantage of 
the opportunities that exist for 
them.
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CCAS dean 
finalists 
announced

by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor

Some College Republicans 
executive board members said an 
event the group sponsored hon-
oring traditional marriage should 
have never taken place. 

Last week the organization 
announced an event in which 
wedding cake and palm cards 
would be handed out to promote 
the Republican position in favor 
of marriage between a man and 
a woman. The event took place in 

the lobby of Ivory Tower Wednes-
day.

According to minutes from 
the group’s Feb. 5 meeting, six of 
the 10 members of the College Re-
publican’s executive board voted 
against organizing the event. Four 
members, including chairman 
Gary Livacari, a senior, voted in 
favor of the event.

A statement released by the six 
members of the “majority” of the 
executive board on Wednesday 
afternoon criticizes Livacari for 
holding the event. 

The members who opposed 
the event said they are not against 
lobbying for traditional marriage, 
only the way that Livacari and 
other executive board members 
chose to promote their message. 

“Although protecting tradi-
tional marriage is, and will con-

tinue to be, an inherent part of the 
values of our organization, this 
event conveyed a message of mal-
ice and spite that does not reflect 
the values of the overwhelming 
majority of our organization,” the 
letter stated. 

The six members who voted 
against holding the event were 
freshman Conor Walsh, Will Lu-
ton, sophomores Ainsley Strom-
berg, Brand Kroeger, Chris Diaz 
and Brittany Segneri.

“Many of our members were 
turned off by this event and by our 
chairman’s complete disregard for 
a democratic executive board that 
was elected by the membership,” 
the letter states. “The actions taken 
by our chairman were undemo-
cratic, flagrant and most of all, be-
trayed the spirit of an organization 

Event stirs criticsmGroup pushes drug reform

by Sarah Karlin
Hatchet Reporter 

University officials said 
they do not support a Student 
Association resolution that calls 
for more lenient sanctions for mar-
ijuana use.  

Last week the SA Senate voted 
for the University to examine a 
less-stringent sanction for students 
guilty of marijuana violations. 
GW’s chapter of the National 
Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws introduced the 

resolution, arguing that the illegal 
substance is less dangerous than 
alcohol.

Some University administra-
tors said there is no reason to 
change the sanctions.

 “I would not be in support 
of changing the current policy as 
it has continually had a positive 
impact on the University commu-
nity for many years,” said Tara 
Woolfson, director of Student 
Judicial Services, which adminis-
ters sanctions to students who are 
found in violation of University 
policy.

SA President Lamar Thorpe 
said that he is in support of reduc-
ing University sanctions for mari-
juana use, but cannot support 
the resolution because it does not 
effectively outline the need for the 
proposed changes. He vetoed the 
legislation on Tuesday. 

Thorpe, a senior, explained 
that he believes marijuana use on 
campus is dangerous, however; 
he thinks individuals using the 
drug should be offered help, not 
punished. 

Thorpe said he plans to work 
with GW NORML to produce a 
modified resolution. 

President of GW NORML, 
Greg Hersh, said he feels the 
administration is unwilling to lis-
ten to students’ opinions.

Hersh and NORML leaders 
believe the current marijuana poli-
cy is harming students by reducing 
their chances of receiving finan-
cial aid and taking away campus 
housing. The Senate accepted the 
resolution by an 11-7 vote after 
hours of debate. 

“To blatantly disregard the 

Officials oppose 
marijuana 
resolution

Former “Crossfire” host Carville returns to campus
“Ragin’ Cajun” 
talks about Iraq, 
Democrats

Nick Gonglod/assistant photo editor
Democratic political strategist James Carville spoke in the Jack Morton Auditorium Monday night. 
The event, hosted by the College Democrats, drew a sold-out crowd ofmore than 250 students.
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Sophomore Chelsea McMaster (left) trudges through 
the snow at the intersection of 22nd and H streets 

Wednesday afternoon. A GW employee (above) shov-
els ice on H Street Tuesday night. Classes were canceled 

Tuesday after 5 p.m., and Wednesday before 10 a.m.

Benjamin Solomon/Photo editor

A sophomore was arrested in The Schen-
ley last Thursday on charges of possession 
with intent to distribute cocaine.

The Metropolitan Police Department 
took Patrick Cedrowski into custody after he 
was turned over by the University Police De-
partment at 11:30 a.m. on Feb. 8, according to 
an MPD report. The 20-year-old student was 
transported to the central cell block after pro-
cessing in the District 2 station.

“A white powder substance was found 
in a bag at The (Schenley),” the police report 
stated. “The substance was tested by GW 
University Police and found to be cocaine.”

Cedrowski did not answer several phone 
calls made to his residence hall room or re-
spond to an e-mail from The Hatchet as of 
press time.

Channing Phillips, spokesperson for the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for D.C., said there is 
no court date set while his office determines if 
it will prosecute Cedrowski. He said the case 
is “no-papered,” meaning that there could 
be evidentiary problems or that the cocaine 
might not be directly tied to the suspect.

Phillips added that the prosecutor can 
give MPD officers a checklist of evidence 
needed to establish the crime occurred be-
yond a reasonable doubt. “Often times, when 
cases are no-papered, they can be revived,” 
he said in a telephone interview Wednesday 
evening.

GW Housing Programs staff contacted 
UPD to conduct an administrative search in 
Cedrowski’s room at the residence hall at 
2121 H St., said UPD Chief Dolores Stafford. 
She said the cocaine was found in a Ziploc 
bag along with two grams of marijuana.

Stafford added that the student spent a 
night in jail before being released.

This is at least the fifth incident this school 
year in which a GW underclassman has been 
charged with possession with intent to distrib-
ute an illegal drug. GW students facing pros-
ecution for this crime have typically plead out 
to lower charges and not faced jail time.

Student Judicial Services Director Tara 
Woolfson said students found guilty of drug 
charges likely face harsh consequences, such 
as suspension or expulsion. n

–David Ceasar with Kaitlyn Jahrling 
contributing

Student arrested for 
possession with intent 
to distribute cocaine

CR leaders split 
on marriage 
demonstration 

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

Administrators pushed back the opening of 
the University until 10 a.m. Wednesday and can-
celed classes after 5 p.m. Tuesday because of the 
icy weather in D.C. and the surrounding metro-
politan area.

The National Weather Service reported about 
two inches of wintry-mix precipitation – includ-
ing snow, freezing rain and sleet – around the 
District, which has created dangerous travel con-
ditions. The meteorological service described the 

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer See DEANS, p. 12
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SA Election Debate
Presidential and vice-
presidential candidates 
will field questions and 
present their views on the 
issues. Refreshments will 
be available at a reception 
afterwards.
7 to 9 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium
Sponsored by The 
Hatchet and the Student 
Association

Ambassador John W. 
McDonald
Join this distinguished 
scholar for a discus-
sion on ethnic conflict in 
today’s world.
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Marvin Center 307
Sponsored by the Conflict 
Resolution Forum

Spring Film Series: Babel
Catch this Oscar-nomi-
nated flick for free.
7 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental 
Ballroom
Sponsored by the 
Program Board

Intercultural Dialogues in 
the Good Society
Join Dr. Barbara Hobson 
from Stockholm University 
in examining the case of 
honor killings in Sweden.
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
1957 E Street, 412
Sponsored by the Institute 
for European, Russian and 
Eurasian Studies
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Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)
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Let the complaining begin.
The official campaign period 

for the general election began 
Tuesday and 50 complaints were 
filed with the Joint Elections 
Committee that day against 
candidates who could be run-
ning for positions in the Student 
Association, Marvin Center 
Governing Board, or Program 
Board, according to the election 
oversight body.

JEC Investigator Jeff Goodman, 
a senior, will report on the com-
plaints before a closed-door meet-
ing of the JEC today at 7 p.m. 

“With this initial meeting, we 
are determining whether there 
is probable cause to continue on 
any given complaint to the hear-
ing stage,” said JEC Chair Laura 
Bentele, who said she is unable to 
elaborate on the complaints and 
those accused.

“If probable cause is found 
and a hearing is necessary, those 
involved will undoubtedly be pub-
lic,” said Bentele, a sophomore.

According to the JEC regula-
tions, a candidate can be removed 
from the ballot if they are found 
guilty of six violations. 

Another issue that the JEC will 
need to deal with is the candidacy 
of sophomore Max Holland who 
is running for a graduate seat on 
MCGB.

Holland mistakenly marked 

on his petition that he will be run-
ning for a MCGB graduate seat, 
instead of a MCGB undergraduate 
seat. This would make him ineli-
gible to run. 

Holland’s name will remain 
on the ballot until the University 
officially confirms that he is not a 
graduate student, Bentele said.

“Our stance – and my person-
al stance – is that it is somewhat 
absurd to a reasonable person that 
Max’s petition is invalid,” Bentele 
said. “It was just a mistake on the 
part of Max, but a mistake with 
consequences nonetheless.”

Holland said that he will con-
tinue to run for a seat on MCGB. 
There are four other candidates 
running for four undergraduate 
seats on MCGB including juniors 
Vik Jayadeva, Timothy Shea, 
Michael Whitten and sophomore 
Mike Rossetti. 

“I am not going to let a bump in 
the road like getting thrown off the 
ballot stop me from trying to run,” 
Holland said. “I am going to run as 
a write-in and see what happens.”

The general election will be 
held next Tuesday and Wednesday. 
A run-off election for the top two 
vote-getters for SA president and 
executive vice president will occur 
from February 28 until March 1, if 
needed.

 –Andrew Ramonas

The Kappa Kappa Gamma 

sorority adopted Reading is 
Fundamental as its national 
philanthropy last month.

The chapter had previ-
ously organized community 
service events such as the an-
nual Kappa Kickball and other 
fundraisers, but the sorority 
did not have a nationally sup-
ported philanthropy until re-
cently. The chapter was chosen 
to be a “pilot chapter” for the 
new partnership between Kap-
pa Kappa Gamma and RIF, ac-
cording to a press release.

“Gamma Chi’s role as plan-
ner and pilot chapter is monu-
mental in our internal frater-
nal relations, but also in our 
presence in the Greek commu-
nity,” said sophomore Kristen 
Konopka, president of Kappa 
Kappa Gamma.

Konopka added that the 
chapter wanted to make a dif-
ference in the lives of children, 
especially those from low-in-
come families. The last Kappa 
Kickball game in November 
2006 benefi ted RIF.

Three members from the 
chapter have been appointed to 
an “RIF task force,” according 
to a press release from Konop-
ka. Juniors Matina Golias, Alys-
sa Cooper and Erin Grody will 
serve on a panel comprised of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma alumnae 
and representatives from the 
sorority’s national headquar-
ters. The panel of 12 women 
will plan the future interaction 
between the sorority and RIF. 
So far, the panel has decided 

that each chapter will host an 
annual event to benefi t RIF. 

The Gamma Chi chapter 
will be the fi rst to host Reading 
Is Fundamental next spring. 
The Reading Is Fundamental 
events across the nation will 
be held at local hospitals, li-
braries, YMCAs, day care cen-
ters and elementary schools. 
Activities for the event may 

include fundraising to create 
small classroom libraries, live 
readings, and arts and crafts 
projects.

Established in 1966, Read-
ing is Fundamental is the “old-
est and largest children and 
family nonprofi t literacy orga-
nization in the United States,” 
according to the RIF Web site.  

-Marissa Bialecki

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Ryan Luther walks through the snow to deliver fl owers to his 
girlfriend for Valentines Day on H Street Wednesday afternoon.

SNAPSHOT Valentine surprise

Campaigning begins for Student 
Association, Marvin Center 
Governing Board

SANOTE

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

The D.C. Zoning Commission postponed its 
decision on the future of Square 54, the vacant 
lot across from the GW Hospital, at its meeting 
Monday night.

The proposed mixed-use complex, which 
includes 84,000 square feet in commercial space, 
more than 300 residential apartments and busi-
ness offi ces, was submitted to the commission last 
spring. The Square 54 application was delayed 
earlier this year because of lengthy testimony 
during the initial public hearing in November.

Sara Bardin, spokesperson for the Zoning 
Commission, said the second delay was not 
the fault of any party involved in the applica-

tion. She said commissioners delayed the de-
cision to a special Feb. 26 meeting when they 
received a copy of a Foggy Bottom Association 
submission just before the hearing. She said 
the neighborhood group’s submission was not 
late.

“Commissioners didn’t read a copy of it until 
last night,” she said Tuesday.

The Foggy Bottom Association is a commu-
nity organization committed to preserving Foggy 
Bottom and that opposes GW’s plans for Square 
54. FBA members believe the space should be 
used for housing students or holding classes.

–Kaitlyn Jahrling

Kappa Kappa Gamma adopts 
new philanthropy

GWBRIEF

Commission postpones Square 54 decision again
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Get ahead by enrolling in Summer
School 2007 at Georgetown
University. Choose from over 300

courses and learn from the world’s
foremost faculty. Network and enjoy
exclusive Washington access available
only to Georgetown University students.

You’ve had enough ordinary 
summer breaks. 
This year, aspire higher.

Enroll in Summer School 2007 
at Georgetown University. 
Visit summerschool.georgetown.edu
or call 202.687.8700
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SA advocates Social Security number removal

by Andrew Ramonas
 Senior Staff Writer 

The Student Association Senate passed 
a resolution last week recommending that 
students have the option to remove their 
Social Security numbers from their tran-
scripts. 

The University phased out Social 
Security numbers from the library and 

GWeb portal systems last semester, but 
some students are still concerned about 
the numbers appearing on official tran-
scripts. The resolution passed unani-
mously after second-year law student 
Aaron Titus lobbied for the item to get on 
the governing body’s agenda.

Titus said the use of Social Security 
numbers on transcripts can lead to iden-
tity theft.

“The reason for the optional removal 
of the SSN is obvious,” said Titus, who is 
studying information and privacy law. 
“The SSN is so closely tied to your secu-
rity, and it can wreck your life (if stolen).”

The University uses the numbers in 

the Banner System for financial aid, pay-
roll and tax-reporting purposes, in addi-
tion to transcripts and other official docu-
ments. Other databases and documents 
use the GWid number as the primary 
identifier.

The Office of the Registrar adheres 
to the guidelines of the American 
Association of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers, which does not rec-
ommend the removal of SSNs from tran-
scripts, said University Registrar Elizabeth 
Amundson.

Amundson said removing the num-
bers on transcripts is theoretically a good 
idea, but could cause problems to certain 

types of students.
“I certainly do not oppose doing so,” 

Amundson said. “My biggest concern is 
that in doing so, we do not disadvantage 
our graduates in applications for employ-
ment or admission to graduate school.”

Amundson said that use of the num-
ber makes it possible for GW and other 
institutions to efficiently organize and 
find data on students.

“Institutions such as GW that receive 
many thousands of transcripts each 
semester from applicants to our programs 
rely heavily on the SSN as one piece 
of data on which to match incoming 
transcripts with applicant records in our 

database,” Amundson said. “While name, 
address and date of birth are also used for 
this purpose, those alone are frequently 
insufficient to make a match.”

Titus said that GW is in a minority of 
top universities that still require the use of 
Social Security numbers on transcripts.

“I understand the University’s posi-
tion, but there are leading universities 
across the country that do not place SSN 
on transcripts,” Titus said.

He surveyed the “U.S. News and 
World Report’s Top 127 Colleges & 
Universities” to find out how many of 

Officials defend use of 
sensitive information for 
administrative purposes

See SSN, p. 12

Schumer visits campus

by Nick Marell
Hatchet Reporter 

Sen. Charles “Chuck” 
Schumer (D-N.Y.), speaking at 
GW Tuesday night, said the key to 
the Democrats’ success in future 
elections is to focus on the middle 
class of America. 

Schumer spoke to students 
in an event sponsored by the 
College Democrats in the Jack 
Morton Auditorium. His discus-
sion focused on his new book, 
“Positively America,” which 
emphasizes the importance of 
connecting with the middle class. 

The typical middle class 
family is disenchanted with the 
progress of the Bush administra-
tion but does not know what the 
Democratic Party stands for, he 
said. 

“George Bush won in 2004 
with eight words: war in Iraq, cut 
taxes, gay marriage. What are our 
eight words?” the U.S. Senator 
asked. “If we don’t have our eight 
words, Republicans will take the 
next election even if they are out 
of touch.”

Schumer is a senior senator 
and chairman of the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Committee 
and was influential in leading 
the Democrats to victory in the 
2006 mid-term elections. He was 
first elected to the New York State 
Assembly at 23, making him one 
of the youngest members of that 
body since Theodore Roosevelt. 

In “Positively America,” 

Schumer’s first book, he focus-
es on the Baileys, a middle-class 
family Schumer created that has 
guided him in shaping his politi-
cal agenda and career. They are 
fictional, he says, but he has talked 
to them for the past 20 years.

In order to appeal to the 
Baileys and all middle class fami-
lies, Schumer proposes what he 
calls the “50 percent solution” or 
a platform based on promising a 
50 percent change in the execution 

of numerous socio-political issues 
over the next 10 years. 

For example, Schumer pro-
poses a 50 percent increase in 
math and reading skills, a 50 per-
cent decrease in child obesity, a 50 
percent reduction rate of cancer 
related deaths and a 50 percent 
reduction on the U.S.’s foreign oil 
dependence. Schumer also pro-
poses cutting property taxes and 

U.S. Senator speaks 
about his new book and 
the 2008 elections

Cody Wix/Hatchet photographer
Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) speaks to the College Democrats 
in Jack Morton Auditorium Tuesday night.  

See SCHUMER, p. 10



Dear President Trachtenberg, I hope this 
letter finds you well. I hope you’re enjoy-
ing your last semester at GW as much as 

I am. At the very least, it seems that your post-gradu-
ation plans are in slightly better order than mine. 
Anyway, as your book, titled “Write Me a Letter! The 
Wit and Wisdom of Stephen Joel Trachtenberg,” sug-
gests, I’m writing you a letter!

Your book has been prominently dis-
played at the bookstore of late – students 
might recognize it as the one  with a 
cartoon image of you, Buddha-like, atop 
a mountain peak extending your arm in 
greeting to a traveler seeking enlighten-
ment. Inside is a collection of your letters, 
accompanied with those gosh-darn New 
Yorker cartoons. 

I’ll start by saying that I’ve always 
admired your seemed self-awareness, 
warmth and sense of humor. It shows in 
the book – the letters seem sincere and are 
peppered with wit. At each salutation one 
can’t help but imagine you signing off, 
“Sincerely, Steve,” along with a kindly wink. 

If I had to guess, one potential audience for this 
book would be GW parents – I feel as if my mom might 
get a kick out of it – which leads me to question some of 
the editorial decision-making regarding the cartoons.

In one letter you appear to address one parent’s 
concern with GW’s tuition by relating your own 
family’s story of sacrifice to provide you with an Ivy-

league education, as well as your experience with 
your own children. “I know what you mean when 
you talk about the tuition checks taking your breath 
away,” you write emphatically. 

On the opposite page is a cartoon with a recent 
college graduate donning his cap and gown, diplo-
ma in hand. He is flanked by his parents, who are 
wearing wooden barrels, and the joke is that they 

couldn’t afford anything else after send-
ing their child to school. It’s funny, for a 
small moment, and then you realize that 
GW actually is the most expensive under-
graduate education money can buy. 

In another letter you address a young 
man who has chosen to matriculate at 
Syracuse University instead of GW. His 
rationale is unclear, but your letter remains 
kind and encouraging. The accompanying 
gag on the other side? A high school guid-
ance counselor’s office, and the caption 
reads, “My first choice college should have 
lots of closet space.”

It’s funny, because nobody would ever 
make this decision based on such superficial crite-
ria, right? Well, this is GW. We make the Princeton 
Review’s list of “Dorms Like Palaces,” but we’re 
nowhere to be seen on any of the academic lists. 

This is a sign, as I’m sure you’re aware, that it is 
time for you to step down. The places you’ve taken 
this University have been beyond comparison, but 
it’s refreshing to see that the new president probably 

has an eye toward investing more in academics and 
less in infrastructure. 

The class of 2007 is eagerly awaiting a bitter-
sweet commencement on the National Mall this 
May, as I’m sure you are. But while the students and 
our families are awaiting this momentous occasion, 
there are some disconcerting rumors spreading. One 
that comes to mind is that our keynote speaker at 
Commencement will be none other than you.

“Of course SJT will be speaking at 
Commencement!” is the common reaction. “And 
who else?”

Indeed, who else? This is not only on the minds 
of our students, but will likely be on the minds of our 
parents as May 20 approaches. It will surely linger 
in the minds of the class of 2007 when we’re cutting 
checks down the road. Last year, the Bushes set a 
high bar. It’s time to try to beat that. 

Earlier I spoke of you as self-aware, but if I 
wanted to be less polite I might call behavior like 
this – books with your face on the cover and constant 
globetrotting – self-aggrandizing. 

I speak, of course, tongue firmly in cheek. But 
I’m telling you this because I like you. I’ve never 
met you personally, but when working as an usher 
at Lisner Auditorium, you never failed to give me a 
wink, a nod and a “How’s it goin’?” 

Be careful with your legacy, Steve.  
Sincerely,  Andrew Siddons

–The writer, a senior majoring in anthropology and 
international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

Deadlines for submissions are 
Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and 
Tuesday 5 p.m. for Thursday issues. 
They must include the author’s name, 
title, year in school and telephone 
number. The GW Hatchet does not 
guarantee publication of any sub-
missions and reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for space, gram-
mar and clarity. Electronic submis-
sions are preferred.
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Involvement in local politics is a 
reality

Kudos to Sam Salkin’s column 
encouraging students to focus more on 
D.C. issues close to home (“Cast your 
political net closer to home,” Feb. 8, 
p. 4). The D.C. Federation of College 
Republicans has been working this 
year to strengthen our ties with the 
community and reach out with the D.C. 
Republican Party to D.C. voters.

Led by American University 
students, the “D.C. Fed” worked on the 
campaign of Tony Williams to become 
the councilman for Ward 6. We spent 
our Saturdays in the fall canvassing 
in Northeast to support Tony’s pro-
growth and pro-citizen platform. 

The work of D.C. College 
Republicans chapters in the District 
has been some of our proudest this 
semester, and we encourage our fellow 
D.C. student political groups to do the 
same. 

–Michael Keough 
Junior 

Chairman, D.C. Federation of College 
Republicans

D.C. issues not lost on College 
Democrats

In a recent column in The Hatchet, 

columnist Sam Salkin argued that the 
College Democrats should give more 
attention to D.C. government. While it 
is true that we focus most of our efforts 
towards national political issues, the 
College Democrats fully support a 
voting representative in Congress for 
the District of Columbia. 

In fact, the day after the November 
elections, we hosted D.C. Councilman 
Kwame Brown, a leading advocate 
in this important fight. The College 
Democrats will continue to do our part 
in this struggle for equal rights for D.C.

–Michael Weil
Junior 

Communications Director, GW 
College Democrats

HPV vaccine awareness, not mandate, 
is the goal

This is a note of clarification 
regarding the Jan. 29 web extra, “Public 
health professors urge legislators to 
mandate HPV vaccine.” 

The Rapid Public Health Policy 
Response Project is a source of objective 
and neutral information intended to 
educate public health practitioners 
and policymakers, so they can make 
informed decisions about important 
topics that affect the public’s health. 

The article suggests that I am using this 
project to advocate for the inclusion of 
HPV vaccine in state school mandates. 

This is incorrect. While our research 
shows that school mandates are the 
most effective method to increase 
access to recommended vaccines, 
I have not indicated that I wish to 
influence legislators to require the 
inclusion of HPV vaccine in mandates. 
My obligation is to inform and educate 
only. 

–Alexandra Stewart
SPHHS assistant research professor

GW should change cannabis policy
Last week, the Student Association 

Senate passed a resolution that 
recommends that minimum sanctions 
for marijuana possession should be 
reduced to a level no greater than those 
for alcohol violations. 

GW’s chapter of the National 
Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws, which drafted the SA 
resolution, believes that marijuana is less 
harmful than alcohol, a fact many agree 
with. The opposition to our legislation 
can only make claims that this drug is 
illegal.

GW NORML would like to remind 
students, faculty and administrators 

that underage drinking is also illegal.  
According to D.C. law, possession 
of up to 8 ounces of marijuana is a 
misdemeanor offense, as is possession 
of alcohol by a minor. Since both are 
treated as misdemeanor crimes, why 
does GW’s Code of Conduct allow for 
underage drinking offenses without 
housing loss while forcing students out  
for a first-time marijuana offense?  

Tara Woolfson, director of Student 
Judicial Services, said that marijuana 
violations are judged on a “case-
by-case basis,” (“SA Senate passes 
marijana reform resolution,” Feb. 8, 
p. 4) meaning there is no minimum 
sanction whatsoever. It is absolutely 
necessary to reform the code of conduct 
so that minimum sanctions for first- 
time offenders can be the norm.

GW NORML is not seeking to 
strengthen zero-tolerance policies on 
campus. Rather, we support decreasing 
the penalties for responsible marijuana 
consumption. We hope that University 
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, 
who remarked last October that the 
University probably will not change its 
drug policies, will change his opinion 
on this important issue.

–Greg Hersh
President, GW NORML
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“ QUOTABLE
“It is good to be back here, but I realize what you all remember me 

for – ‘Old School.’ It was the cultural highlight of my life.”
Democratic strategist James Carville during his speech Monday night in the Jack Morton Auditorium, 

where he co-hosted the CNN debate show “Crossfire” from 2003 to 2005.  

This week, Student Association President 
Lamar Thorpe vetoed a resolution urging ad-
ministrators to equalize sanctions for alcohol 
violations and cannabis use. GW officials’ 
apparent refusal to budge on the rejected leg-
islation is not surprising, as the GW chapter 
of the National Organization for the Reform 
of Marijuana Laws, which drafted the legis-
lation, never discussed the feasibility of this 
measure with GW leaders. The SA’s rewrite 
of this resolution should only come after con-
sultation with the people in power who can 
enact change.

Certainly, it is easy to understand the ra-
tionale behind the effort to normalize alcohol 
and marijuana policy. The current cannabis 
rules for GW housing may seem a bit dra-
conian, and NORML presents valid points 
regarding the potentially more danger-
ous consequences of alcohol use compared 
with marijuana consumption. This student 
group’s inability to consult with any admin-
istrators, however, closed the door on any 
real possibilities for change.

The SA Senate also eroded the failed 
resolution’s credibility by only subjecting 
NORML’s measure to three hours of de-

bate and no 
real scrutiny. 
The resolu-
tion-passing 
body should 
have instead 
tabled the 
bill until after 
Senators met 
with Univer-
sity officials 
to confirm 
the realistic 
potential to 
bring Univer-
sity officials 
on board for 
a major poli-
cy change.

P r e s e n t -
ing GW’s 
l e a d e r s h i p 

with a poorly planned mandate only sets the 
SA and other student groups up for failure. 
Administrators are unlikely to acquiesce to 
student demands when they are not consult-
ed about realistic avenues for change. Addi-
tionally, the SA approaching the University 
with this measure would have merely rein-
forced administrators’ perception that this 
group is not a body worth dealing with.

Thorpe made a wise decision by vetoing 
the legislation, aand he has pledged to work 
with NORML to draft a new version of the 
legislation. During the rewrite, the students 
working to change campus drug policy must 
discuss a realistic avenue for change with ad-
ministrators who can make things happen. 
Without prior consultation, any resolution, 
no matter how well-reasoned, will fail.

By the same token, GW officials must re-
main open and receptive to discussing this 
issue, which has recently become a major 
student concern. Comments by GW officials 
indicating that the policy will not be revis-
ited because of perceived past success are 
shortsighted, insofar as they preclude any 
examination of a policy that could possibly 
be working better to help students. 

It may be easy to dismiss the push for 
normalization of cannabis rules as the clam-
oring of a student body looking to ease pun-
ishments on drug use; however, administra-
tors should avoid this reaction. The rationale 
of SA and NORML leaders raises valid points 
about D.C. laws pertaining to marijuana laws 
versus alcohol regulations and the health ef-
fects of cannabis.

If students involved in this cause make a 
good-faith effort to reach out to GW’s lead-
ers on the issues, then those in power should 
make a good-faith effort to hear student con-
cerns and engage in an open dialogue about 
the issue. At the very least, the drafters of a 
new, more collaborative resolution deserve a 
detailed rationale for the current policy, rath-
er than one that relies on past convention.

It appears as if this important student is-
sue has gotten off on the wrong foot, with a 
vetoed SA resolution and a very cool reaction 
from administrators. Hopefully, with better 
execution by student leaders and increased 
reception from GW officials, our campus 
can have an honest discussion on marijuana 
policy.

editorial

SA must reach 
consensus with 

administration first

It was only four years ago when 
I first learned to append most 
of my thoughts about the 

University with “I’m paying $40,000 a 
year for this?” 

Now, incoming freshmen must 
update their figures in this knee-jerk 
reaction by GW students to 
almost any malfunction or 
absurdity of the University. 
With the official matricula-
tion price tag now more than 
$50,000 a year and few dis-
cernable signs that the qual-
ity of education has increased 
along with its price, students 
will surely have more incen-
tive to complain. 

More important than the 
predictable whining of a stu-
dent population that volun-
tarily chooses to bear these 
financial burdens, however, are the 
more abstract costs of having the sin-
gular distinction of being the high-
est-priced school in the country. If left 
unchecked, these costs will inevitably 
outpace the short-term gains realized 
each time tuition is raised.

Granted, tuition prices are 
increasing across the board. It is more 
expensive each year to attend any 
school, private or public, in-state or 

out-of-state. The issue at hand for GW, 
however, is that this University now 
serves as the preeminent example of 
increasing costs amid flat or declining 
returns for higher education. Being 
known as the most expensive school 
in the country makes GW an easy 

target for journalists who 
tout its impressive prices 
as evidence for widespread 
tuition increases. 

To their credit, the 
University media relations 
office has tried to offset 
the negative effect of such 
coverage both by pointing 
to increases in the level of 
institutional financial aid 
and spinning the benefits 
of GW’s fixed-tuition plan 
as the superior model. 
Unfortunately, these press 

releases and charts stand a poor chance 
in the face of media outlets looking for 
the bottom line on tuition numbers. 
In fact, when CNNMoney.com listed 
GW as the most expensive school in 
the country late last year, their writers 
chose not to cite any of the alternative 
reasoning provided by the GW media 
relations team. I’m not surprised.

In any final calculation, the per-
ception of GW as an ultra-pricey and 

accordingly an ultra-elitist institution 
will always outpace the University’s 
ability to counter it with increases in 
institutional aid. Picture an exception-
ally talented high-school junior from 
a lower-middle income family, for 
instance. When she broaches the sub-
ject of attending GW with her parents, 
they reject it outright due to financial 
concerns. 

Although hypothetical, this situa-
tion is easy to imagine. As tuition pric-
es begin to trump all the benefits of 
studying in Foggy Bottom for poten-
tial students and their parents, the 
pool from which the University is able 
to pull talented students will continue 
to shrink, the quality of GW’s educa-
tional experience will diminish, and 
the University will find itself unable 
to maintain the queer economics of 
increased costs and decreased returns.

University officials will argue that 
they continue to attract academical-
ly better freshman classes each year 
regardless of the costs. Plus, as long as 
students and their parents are willing 
to sign up to attend GW even with 
such exorbitant costs, I understand 
that the Board of Trustees has no rea-
son to reduce tuition. Still, GW has 
only been No. 1 on CNNMoney’s most 
expensive schools list for one year. The 

effects of such a dubious achievement 
might not be noticeable in the short-
term, but to ignore this issue now will 
certainly invite a degradation of the 
GW experience in years to come.

One notable exception to the 
trend of increasing college costs is 
Princeton University, which chose 
not to raise undergraduate tuition for 
next year. Princeton accomplished 
this feat through an overachieving 
endowment – its investment returns 
were high enough to prevent a tuition 
hike. Though the GW endowment 
did reach $1 billion this year, it is 
not performing at the same level as 
Princeton. It might be time to put 
some of GW’s high-priced plans on 
the backburner until the endowment 
reaches certain benchmarks that make 
these future projects feasible without 
continued tuition increases.

The Board of Trustees should seri-
ously consider keeping tuition prices 
stable for a year or two so that GW 
can come down from its perch as 
the highest-priced college in the land. 
Otherwise, the costs of such a high-
tuition might turn out to be more than 
the University can bear.

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
international affairs, is the Hatchet senior 

opinions editor.

It’s lonely at the top

An open letter to our benevolent leader

During the rewrite, the 

students working to 

change campus drug 

policy must discuss 

a realistic avenue for 

change with adminis-

trators who can make 

things happen.

KYLE 
SPECTOR

SENIOR EDITOR

Want your opinion 

to be heard?
e-mail any columns, 

letters or cartoons to
opinions@gwhatchet.com

ANDREW 
SIDDONS
COLUMNIST



Crime Log

Disorderly Conduct

2/11/07 – Thurston Hall – 
2:58 a.m. – case closed
A University Police Department of-
ficer requested to see a student’s 
GWorld card in Thurston Hall. The 
student became loud and verbally 
abusive to the officer. He fled the 
scene, leaving his GWorld in pos-
session of the officer.

 – Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

Drug Law Violation

2/8/07 – Schenley Hall – 
12:11 p.m. – case closed
The community director notified 
UPD that an administrative search 
would be conducted following a 
health and safety inspection. The 
community director found drugs 
and drug paraphernalia. There 
was an insufficient amount of 
marijuana to be weighed.

– Referred to SJS

2/8/07 – Crawford Hall – 2:55 

p.m. – case closed
UPD was contacted by GW 
Housing Programs staff after a 
health and safety inspection. After 
searching the room, which was 
occupied by underage students, 
UPD found nearly one gram of 
marijuana and alcohol.

– Referred to SJS

Liquor Law Violation

2/10/07 – JBKO – 1:11 a.m. 
– case closed
UPD received a noise complaint 
call. Officers arrived and noticed 
an individual trying to close the 
room door. UPD notified the in-
dividual that they had received 
complaints. Seven people were 
in the room drinking alcohol and 
all were underage; two were not 
affiliated with GW, and they were 
barred from campus.
– Subjects barred from campus

02/10/07 – 2000 Block F 
Street – Midnight – case 
closed
UPD observed a student exit a 
taxi and vomit in the middle of the 
street. The officer assessed her 
condition and contacted EMeRG. 

The female subject was taken to 
GW Hospital for further medical 
treatment.

– Referred to SJS

Harassment

2/10/07 – Cole Hall, Mount 
Vernon Campus – 9 a.m. 
– case closed
A female student contacted UPD 
about several harassing phone 
calls she had received. She was 
moving from the Mount Vernon 
Campus to a Thurston Hall room. 
The student claimed the phone 
calls were from people living in the 
Thurston room she intended to 
live in. The case was forwarded to 
the community director.

– Referred to SJS

Simple Assault

2/10/07 – Ivory Tower – 3:42 
a.m. – case closed
An argument between two people 
in a relationship turned physical. 
Witnesses saw the male subject 
hit the female complainant.

– Referred to SJS

–compiled by Ashley Roberts
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GW Grad Students – MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
New Academic Success & Professional Development Series 

See http://gwu.edu/~gradinfo/Student_support.cfm for more details... 

(Free and open to all GW Graduate Students; Seating May Be Limited;  Refreshments Will Be Served)

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Friday, February 9, 3:30p-5:00p, Marvin Center 101 - How can you identify, apply for, and 
win competitive fellowships to help support your graduate study?

HOW TO SEARCH FOR A FEDERAL POSITION
Monday, February 26, 5:00p-6:00p, Marvin Center 302 - Where do you look, how do you 
apply, how do you prepare a federal resume and create a KSA, or knowledge-skills-abilities, 
statement?

FINDING AN INTERNSHIP 
Friday, March 2, 5:00p-6:00p, Marvin Center 310 - When should you start an internship 
search, where should you look for one, and how should you prepare? 

USING SPSS IN STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 
Monday, March 5, 5:30p-7:30p, Rome Hall 205 Lab - How can you take 
advantage of GW’s license to the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences in 
research and data analysis? A hands-on session demonstrating uses of SPSS in the 
computer lab.

COMPLETING YOUR GRADUATE PROGRAM 
Thursday, March 22, 4:00p-5:30p, Marvin Center 310 - What tips do graduate 
deans and program directors have to offer students looking to finish their master’s and 
doctoral programs efficiently?

ELECTRONIC DISSERTATIONS AT GW 
Monday, March 26, 4:00p-5:30p, Marvin Center 301 – Get briefed on the new 
GW/Proquest/UMI procedures for submitting your dissertation electronically and 
making it avail-able on the Web

GMAT   |   GRE   |   LSAT   |   MCAT   |    DAT *

*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

1-800-KAP-TEST |   kaptest.com/practice

Enroll today. Limited seats are available.

You’re invited to Kaplan’s free

practice
test event

�   Experience the exam under proctored conditions
�  Receive a detailed score analysis
�   Learn exclusive strategies to help you prepare for Test Day

Take advantage of this FREE event to:

Saturday, February 24th
George Washington University

10:00 am, rooms TBA

Sponsored by GW’s Phi Alpha Delta

summer session 
JUNE 18–AUGUST 24, 2007

call: 773/834-3792     e-mail: uc-summer@uchicago.edu

REQUEST YOUR CATALOG TODAY.
Visit http://summer.uchicago.edu

Join us this summer and experience why the University of Chicago 
is rated “Best Overall Academic Experience for Undergraduates” by
U.S. College students in 2006 (Princeton Review “Best 361 Colleges” 2006 Ranking).

• Choose from a wide array of undergraduate courses.
• Ask life’s fundamental questions and improve your critical, analytical, and writing 

skills in the College’s renowned Core Curriculum.  
• Travel to New Mexico for the Archaeological Field Studies program.
• Develop your skills in a wide selection of ancient and modern languages: Arabic, 

Chinese (Mandarin), French, German, Classical Greek, Modern Hebrew, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Latin, Persian, Russian, Spanish, and Turkish.

• Have fun discovering Chicago and its neighborhoods. 
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Most students are looking for a 
school that’s the right “fit”...

Try us on.

Icy weather cancels classes
by Robert Lee

Hatchet Reporter 

The Johnny Rockets restau-
rant being built in the Shops at 
2000 Penn will open in April, two 
months later than expected.

Normal construction and per-
mit delays were the main cause of 
the two-month delay, said Johnny 
Rockets’ Senior Vice President for 
Development Mike Dobrota. He 
added that most retail businesses 
would like a quicker permit pro-
cess, but it’s not realistic.

“Every city is tough,” he said. 
“We had to go through the permit 
process like everyone else.”

The diner-style restaurant 
opening this spring at the intersec-
tion of 20th Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue will be the chain’s fourth 
location in the D.C. area. Johnny 
Rockets decided to move into the 
space after the Gap decided not to 
renew its lease last spring.

Although the Foggy Bottom 
location will be within a mile of 
Johnny Rockets at Georgetown, 
Dupont Circle and Union Station, 
it shouldn’t have an adverse affect 
on its business, Dobrota said.

“We aren’t worried at all,” he 
said. “There are plenty of people to 
go around.”

Johnny Rockets has not made 
a decision on becoming a GWorld 
partner, said Johnny Rockets’ 
Senior Vice President of Marketing 
Mimi Somerman. She said they 
haven’t started hiring staff mem-
bers and don’t have a set opening 
date yet.

“The local management team 
will be hiring staff in anticipation 
of the opening,” Somerman said.

Johnny Rockets announced last 

month it is removing trans-fat from 
its menu by July 2007. Somerman 
said it is part of the company’s 
decision to move toward a health-
ier menu. She added that other 
healthy options include salads and 
the option of substituting a ground 
turkey patty or a soy-based Boca 
Burger.

“Our goal is to provide our 
guests with the high quality taste 
and flavor that they have come 
to expect and enjoy from Johnny 
Rockets,” Somerman said.

While the restaurant is fill-
ing Gap’s vacated space, another 
empty storefront in the Shops at 
2000 Penn has not been officially 
occupied. The two-story space for-
merly leased to Tower Records does 
not have a contracted replacement 
said Matt Lindsay, GW’s assistant 
director of Media Relations.

He added that the University 
is looking into potential replace-
ments, with the goal of meeting 
student and community needs.

A future tenant would con-
tinue to offer services and products 
that are oriented toward students 
and the neighborhood, as well as 
fit with the merchandising mix of 
the mall,” he said.

Students had their own ideas 
of what new business would best 
meet the community’s needs. 
Requests ranged from healthier 
restaurant options to entertain-
ment.

Freshman Brianna Spahn said 
whatever moves in, it should be a 
GWorld partner. She said a movie 
theater would be her first choice.

“If it would fit, which it 
might not,” she added. “We defi-
nitely need one closer to us on 
campus.”n

Johnny Rockets 
to open in Aprilice storm as the worst since January 

1999. 
Many streets and sidewalks 

in Foggy Bottom were blanketed 
with a thin layer of ice and snow 
late Tuesday that remained in 
place early Wednesday. Students 
walking around campus jumped 
across puddles of muddied slush.

Executive Vice President and 
Treasurer Lou Katz said GW 
strives to remain fully operational 
throughout the school year.

“If the students are on campus 
– which they clearly are at this time 
– we make every effort to always 
be open,” Katz said in a telephone 
interview late Tuesday night. “We 
can’t always accomplish that, but 
... we make every effort to have the 
institution open.”

Katz and Donald Lehman, 
executive vice president for aca-
demic affairs, are the two admin-
istrators who make the final deci-
sions about school closures and 
class cancellations. Teleconferences 

between 4 and 5 a.m. are typical on 
days when severe weather strikes 
the District.

University officials take many 
factors into account when deter-
mining the 
school’s status.

W e a t h e r 
and road con-
ditions specific 
to the Foggy 
Bottom, Mount 
Vernon and 
Virginia cam-
puses all go 
into the admin-
istrators’ deci-
sion-making, 
Katz said. He 
explained that 
senior Facilities 
D e p a r t m e n t 
officials provide assessments of the 
quality of life at all GW property 
in and out of D.C. as well as the 
accessibility to the grounds.

“The kinds of things we look 
at are the conditions of all the 
campuses, and we look at them 

separately ... We check on the con-
ditions of the roads, if there are 
power outages and things like 
that,” Katz said.

Since many faculty and staff 
members com-
mute to GW 
from Northern 
Virginia and 
s u b u r b a n 
Maryland, the 
closure of the 
Metro system 
is “a big fac-
tor,” Katz said. 
Officials also 
consider the 
statuses of the 
federal gov-
ernment, local 
schools and 
other universi-

ties.
The Metro system was fully 

operational Wednesday, though 
most major D.C. universities were 
closed and the federal government 
had a delayed opening.

In the 17 years Katz has served 

in the GW administration, he said 
he only recalls the University shut-
ting down about a half-dozen 
times. He said class cancellation 
– while rare overall – is much more 
likely than fully closing the school 
and not requiring employees to 
come to work. Part of the reason, 
Katz explained, is that many of 
the services undergraduates living 
on campus need, such as dining 
service, would not be possible if a 
“liberal leave” policy were in effect 
for GW staff.

The National Weather Service 
issued a winter storm warning 
for Washington and surrounding 
areas in Northern Virginia and 
Maryland early Tuesday morn-
ing. It was in effect until 2 p.m. 
Wednesday.

“A winter storm warning 
means significant amounts of snow, 
sleet and ice are expected,” accord-
ing to the advisory on the Weather 
Channel’s Web site. “Strong winds 
are also possible – especially on 
Wednesday. This will make travel 
very hazardous.” n

CARVILLE
from p. 1

“I hope everyone knows 
how fortunate you are to be 
here,” Carville said. “I hope 
that you don’t submit to cyni-
cism. Give your life to some 
type of civic involvement and 
public participation.”

College Democrats 
President Sean Smith, a senior, 
said it was exciting to have 
Carville back on campus.

“It was incredible how he 
connected with students,” said 
Sean Smith, a senior. “He was 
casual and said what was on 
his mind.”n

from p. 1

“If the students are on 
campus – which they 
clearly are at this time 
– we make every effort 

to be open.”

LOU KATZ
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

AND TREASURER



ARE YOU UP TO THE ARE YOU UP TO THE ARE YOU UP TO THE ARE YOU UP TO THE   

AMERICORPS CHALLENGE?AMERICORPS CHALLENGE?AMERICORPS CHALLENGE?AMERICORPS CHALLENGE?  

HEADS UP IS SEEKING   
GEORGE WASHINGTON STUDENTS 

• Co-lead your own elementary school class 
• $4,500 living stipend (may apply FWS)  
• $2,362 educational award to use for tuition or loans
• Leadership skills and teaching experience 
• Up to $800 reimbursement for housing 
• Immerse yourself in an urban school system 
• Mentor youth and bond with children grades K-6 
• Have a summer and year like no other! 

  

SERVE-LEARN-LEAD 
  

Join Today 
Application deadline is March 16, 2007; apply online:
http://www.headsup-dc.org/involved/AmeriCorps.html

For more info contact:  recruitment@headsup-dc.org 
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Keep it and take a trip to Anacostia, 
Md., and head to the Honfleur 
Gallery at 1241 Good Hope Rd., 
S.E. Up until Saturday, the gallery 
will be featuring an exhibit called 
“No Scratchers” that focuses on 
the work of local tattoo artists. 
Honfleur seems to be looking to 
examine the myriad canvases on 
which art can exist, even when 
those canvases happen to by 
human bodies. n

Grab two more (we’re saving you 
money on the other two this week) 
and head to Mount Vernon (the real 
one) to celebrate the birthday of our 
school’s namesake this Saturday or 
Sunday (or if you don’t have Monday 
class, you can get in for free that 
day). Get off at Huntington Station 
and catch the Fairfax Connector to the 
home of our first president, where 
you can enjoy breakfast and parades. 
Festivities begin at 9 a.m. n

Put on your bandanas and too-tight 
jeans Saturday and catch the Metro 
to the State Theatre in Falls Church, 
Va. (at 220 N. Washington, less than a 
mile from the East Falls Church stop). 
The real Bruce Springsteen might be 
busy identifying with the common 
man somewhere else , but you can at 
least get a sense of why your dad has a 
man-crush on New Jersey’s finest ex-
port by enjoying a set by tribute band 
Bruce in the USA. Tickets are $16. n by Jeff rey 

Parker

If you have $5 If you have $10 If you have $20

by Nina Beckhardt
Hatchet Reporter

Meat Market – sounds like another 
metro-sexual commercial space trying to 
appear edgy and raw (pun intended, one 
assumes). 

The narrow 17th Street venue is actu-
ally a former butcher shop. Interestingly 
enough, the work of Christopher L. 
Williams’ “Carniceria” and J.J McCracken’s 
“Stasis” cater to this previous identity. On 
Feb 2, Williams’ sculptural installation and 
McCracken’s performance/installation 
came together in an explosion of achro-
matic contemporaneity.

A true virgin to the D.C. gallery world, 
I entered the space with great caution. The 
two-story ceilings could barely contain 
the lofty cabernet-soaked conversations 
of swarming scenesters. In some clusters 
the art seemed secondary to the schmooz-
ing. Rather than get P.O.-ed at such a 
monstrous din, I decided to embrace it as 
beautifully juxtaposed with the quiet art 
surrounding it. 

William’s exhibit is seen first. He 

explores the history of the space, its current 
use and its location through the use of three 
quotes taken from three different sources. 
Those sources include a collection of essays 
from the Harvard University Center for 
Latin-American Studies, a project done for 
the Tate (London) by Neil Cummings and 
Marysia Lewandowska, and the “Defense 
of Marriage Act.” 

Each quote comprises a different 
facet of the exhibit which Williams blends 
through colorless, sculptural repetition. 
Globular, osteoid projections alternate 
with massive 3D polygons, facets of 
which were emblazoned with the selected 
quotes. While some shapes hung statically 
from long dowels and others were plas-
tered seamlessly into the drywall, every 
surface was starkly white – not a glossy, 
in-your-face white, but rather a powdery, 
matte-plaster white. The only gradations 
of color are the subtle grays of shadows 
cast behind the sculptures. 

Moving towards the back of the gal-
lery, I exited William’s vertical world of 
towering installations through clear vinyl 
car-wash curtains. I entered another white 

room, about half the size of the first con-
taining McCracken’s “Stasis,” an explo-
ration of preservation through a series 
of performances. Inside, three performers 
wore polarized glasses, identical jump-
suits, beanies and booties all in the signa-
ture color of the evening – you guessed it, 
white. 

Each had their own workstation con-
taining tools that were either white to 
begin with or painted to be so, forming an 
unapologetically antiseptic assembly line. 
The first “worker” threw small uniform 
vases out of porcelain on a pottery wheel. 
The second would vacuum-seal these 
vases, still wet and pliable, in plastic bags. 
The third and final member of the assem-
bly line weighed, labeled and mounted 
each bag on the adjacent wall. The bags 
are priced individually by weight: $16 
per pound. I was fascinated. Perhaps I 
missed McCracken’s objective, but I was 
more fascinated by the feeling that the 
performance generated than the physical 
end-result: bags of smushed clay vases 

White meat only, please

Evolving debate

Art gallery “Meat Market” opens near Dupont in old butcher shop 

by Josh Grace
Hatchet Reporter

“Shit, someone just gave me a bottle 
of booze, sweet!” I was on the phone 
with Buz McGrath, one of two guitar-
ists from Unearth. The Boston-based 
metalcore band had been on the road 
for six days touring with metal leg-
ends Slayer. “So far the tour has been 
going great,” Buz told me over the 
phone while standing outside of the 
Sacramento, Calif., nightclub where 
he would be playing later that night. 
“There has been a great response from 
the kids, and we’ve had a great time 
so far.” 

Opening up for a band like Slayer, 
however, is not as easy as one would 
think. Fans of classic metal acts, such 
as Iron Maiden and Slayer have in the 
past been more than unwelcoming to 

the opening performances, oftentimes 
shouting at them to get off the stage 
to make way for their metal heroes. 
“Slayer fans are Slayer fans and can be 
very cold. At first I was worried about 
opening for such a great band, but we 
are winning those kids over, which is 
great!.” 

Buz McGrath had been going to 
hardcore shows in Boston since he was 
11 years old. Early 90s hardcore bands 
such as Sick Of It All and Slapshot 
greatly influenced Buz as a kid and 
later Unearth. When asked if he could 
comment on Unearth’s sound, the gui-
tarist described it as “hardcore meets 
heavy metal.” During their early years, 
the quintet played smaller, local shows 
around the Boston area, while trying to 
“develop a fresh and unique sound” 

by Andrew Siddons
Hatchet Staff Writer

Remember that whole intelligent 
design controversy a little while back? 
If you don’t, it might be worth it to take 
some time and reflect. This Thursday, 
for one night only at the Avalon Theatre, 
you can catch a screening of “Flock of 
Dodos,” a documentary about the so-
called controversy. Thankfully, the film 
is less esoteric than evo-
lutionary science itself – 
it makes clear arguments 
in an entertaining way 
and features a cast of 
animated scientists that 
make 85 minutes very 
easy to sit through. 

The big question the 
filmmaker is out to ask 
is just how controversial 
this issue ought to be – is 
intelligent design more 
than just repacked cre-
ationism? When the writ-
er/director has a Ph.D 
In evolutionary ecology, 
it could be worth listening. “Flock of 
Dodos” was made by Randy Olson, a 
scientist who studied at Harvard under 
the legendary evolutionary biologist 
Steven Jay Gould. When he asks ques-
tions of his own science, we listen, also 

slightly skeptical. 
But need we be skeptical of sci-

ence? Of course – ‘tis the nature of the 
beast. But deferring to the proponents 
of intelligent design? Why are we even 
listening to those who Olson is refer-
ring to as the “flock of dodos, “ those 
“Bible thumpers and goobers” who 
have politicized the teaching of evolu-
tion in public schools again and again 
only to be shot down time after time? 

Well, it turns out they’re really nice 
people. While a guy with a Harvard 
Ph.D won’t hesitate to call you an 
idiot, these sweet older folks making 
this an issue in places like the Kansas 
Board of Education who are fine say-

ing “agree to disagree.” 
Then again, you have 
people like evangelical 
preacher Pat Robertson 
telling the people of 
Dover, Penn., that in sid-
ing with Darwin, they’ve 
forsaken God. 

“Flock of Dodos,” 
to its credit, tries to let 
the Intelligent design-ers 
make a convincing case. 
The problem with the 
theory is that it’s light 
on science and heavy on 
assumption. Intelligent 
design is trumpeted 

most loudly by lawyers and PR firms, 
but even the real scientists who support 
it – and “Flock of Dodos” lets many of 
these few and proud make their case 

Unearth, Slayer 
bring metal to D.C.

n “Flock of Dodos” 
tackles Darwinian
issues 

See FLOCK, p. 8

See UNEARTH, p. 8 See MEAT MARKET, p. 8

“Why are we 
even listening 

to those...’Bible 
thumpers and 

goobers.’ ... Turns 
out they’re really 

nice people.”

Courtesy of Meat Market
Workers throw uniform porcelain vases, vaccum seal them, and weigh them in an assembly line as part of J.J. Mc-
Cracken’s “Stasis” piece performed at the Meat Market Gallery at 1636 17th St. The exhibition runs through Feb. 25.
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BAR
The 18th Amendment
613 Pennsylvania Ave., S.E. Washington 
D.C., 20003

A couple of weeks ago, what began as a few Thursday 
drinks at an L Street bar ended with my friends and I getting 
offered a snort of coke by a guy who claimed to be a lawyer 
(we declined it), a phone number by a guy who claimed to be 
the bartender’s roommate (we deleted it) and a threatening 
knife by a guy who claimed we had stolen one of his darts 
(we might have done it – who can remember?).

Needless to say, we can’t go back there for a while.
So last weekend, when I got offered the opportunity to hit 

a bar further a-field by some guy from the paper who claimed 
his mother recommended it, I was more than happy to head 
to a place where my face wouldn’t be recognized.

The 18th Amendment, one in a line of quirky bars in 
Southeast’s Eastern Market area, fit the bill. In case you need a 
brush-up on your Constitutional history, the 18th Amendment 
outlawed alcohol for the whole of the ’20s, meaning the bar is 
– you guessed it – prohibition themed. As far as concept bars 
go, it’s a pretty good one – Roaring Twenties Art Deco club 
on top, darkened speakeasy basement on bottom. So, unlike 
most themed bars – Irish Pub Concept by Guinness, anyone? 
– the radically different environments mean you don’t need 
to feel like you’re stuck in one Disney attraction for too long. 
If you get tired of the mirror-walled and electric-lit polish of 
the sprawling upstairs bar, you can always choose to snake 
down a narrow staircase and through a damp hall to the cel-
lar-like bar below. 

Last Friday, we chose to do just that, and hit the speak-
easy the 18th Amendment calls the “Keyhole.” I found it 
more pleasant than the other place where I thought I might 
get raided – when my friends and I decided it would be a 
good idea to get fall-down drunk off cheap liquor in a dark-
ened academic building my freshman year. The Keyhole 
doesn’t hold the same sort of illicit excitement, but it does 
have a central pool table, crates to set your beer on, and a long 
happy hour from 4 to 8 p.m. on weekdays that offers $2.50 
Yuengling pints and daily food specials instead of the end of 
your roommate’s handle of Zelco.

Down in the Keyhole, I apologized to everyone within 
earshot for my dangerous handle on a billiard stick and 
launched into a particularly unwieldy game of pool. It wasn’t 
long before I gained an enthusiastic coach in a woman in a 
cap and sweatshirt who sat on the sidelines. When my game 
ended – I lost after three or four unsuccessful stabs at knock-
ing the black one with the white one – she stepped up to the 
table and sank her shots, one after another. Afterwards, she 
headed to the jukebox for some celebratory Phil Collins.

The whole crowd was like this – a little bit older than 
you’d find at your standard college bar, and maybe a bit more 
padded in the wallet, but surprisingly friendly. The whole 
time I was there, nobody pulled a knife on me! Nobody hit on 
me! Nobody even offered me cocaine, though the bartender 
did give me a free Coca-Cola! I think he may have mistaken 
me for a child!

Even the guy who invited me turned out to be nice 
– despite the fact that, in my experience, people who write 
weekly first-person columns for college newspapers are 
almost always self-important douche bags. I hear he’s also 
shown interest in getting in on the sex column. Perhaps his 
mother recommended her, too. n

Bar Belle Rating

belleFLOCK
from p. 7

 – admit that most of the science 
behind it is derived from evolution-
ary theory. 

That isn’t to say that there aren’t 
gaps in evolutionary theory that sci-
ence has not yet been able to figure 
out. But after watching “Flock of 
Dodos,” ask yourself, do we fill in 
the gaps with God? Should we just 
let that which can’t yet (emphasis on 
yet) go unanswered and chalk one 
up to the big guy? See this movie 
and you’ll probably be a little closer 
to your own answer. n 

methodically displayed on the wall. 
The performers didn’t speak, react 
to external stimuli or cease activ-
ity once. Even when a loud-mouth 
drunkard awkwardly shouted 
“YOU’RE ALL UNDER ARREST,” 
the Oompa Loompa-esque workers 
carried on unflinchingly. The col-
orless explorations of “Carniceria” 
and “Stasis” make for a powerful 
“first-time” experience with the col-
orful contemporary art community 
of D.C. n

with their first album, “The Stings of 
Conscience.” 

When producing their latest 
album, “III: In the Eyes of Fire,” just 
released this past summer, Unearth 
sought out to see “how brutal and 
how heavy” they could make it. After 
listening to songs like “This Glorious 
Nightmare,” “Giles” and “March of 
the Mutes,” it is clear that Unearth 
went far beyond their goal. Trevor 
Phipps’ brutally heavy vocals clash 
in your face with razor shape dual 
guitars, producing a harrowing and 
traumatic sound. 

I asked Buz McGrath what we 
can expect from their show, which 
will be coming to Washington D.C.’s 
9:30 Club on both Feb. 19 and 20. 
“Just expect a big party, five guys up 
on stage giving 110 percent to their 
music.” 

I left Buz that night in interest-
ing manner. “Hold on there is a fight 
unfolding across the street! Looks 
pretty intense! Some dude is try-
ing to fight everybody, it’s amazing! 
Connecting punches! If he comes near 
me I’m gonna fucking run.” Clearly 
the mood of a kickass concert had 
been set, yes, a good three hours 
before the show. n

UNEARTH
from p. 7

MEAT MARKET
from p. 7



by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

Heading to Halton Arena 
for the first time Thursday night 
to play Charlotte, some might 
think that the No. 8/9 GW (AP, 
ESPN/USA Today) women’s 
basketball team should be fazed 
by the 49ers’ 22-game home win-
ning streak. For junior Kim Beck, 
Charlotte is just another team on 
the schedule.

“We’ve had some pretty 
tough road games along the way, 
so we’re just going to take it like 
any other road game and not re-
ally take (Charlotte’s) streak into 
consideration, but we have to 
play hard either way,” said Beck, 
who won her second consecutive 
Atlantic 10 Player of the Week  
award this week.

GW beat Charlotte 69-65 in 
the final game of last season. 
Coach Joe McKeown, who has 
coached the Colonials for 18 
years, has never played at Halton 
Arena but anticipates an inhospi-
table atmosphere.

“It must be hard to win there 
because not many people have 
done it recently,” McKeown said.

If its play as of late is any indi-
cator, the Colonials shouldn’t have 
trouble with Charlotte. GW is 21-2 
on the season and 7-2 on the road. 
Recently, the Colonials have hit 
an offensive stride, averaging 71.8 
points in its last six games. 

“I think we’re healthy now, 
for the most part, and we’re start-
ing to shoot the ball and share the 
ball better and hit people when 
they’re open,” McKeown said of 
his team’s recent successes.

Sophomore Jessica Adair, who 
is recovering from food poison-
ing after missing practice on Sat-
urday, scored 11 points Sunday 
against St. Bonaventure despite 
playing only 12 minutes and foul-
ing out. Adair said that she will 
be focused on staying out of foul 
trouble against Charlotte.

“I think it’s more mental than 
physical,” Adair said. “I have a 
bad habit of swatting at shots, but 
if I just cut down on that then I’ll 
be fine.”

McKeown took advantage 
of the opportunity to rest certain 
players and give others more 
time than usual last week during 
30- and 34-point blowouts over 
Duquesne and St. Bonaventure. 

He said it is crucial that 
GW comes out with the 
same energy and mind-
set Thursday night.

“When you’re the 
hunted like we are and 
you’re ranked eighth in 
the country, you’ve got 
to be ready in that you 
just can’t afford to come 
out sloppy,” McKeown 
said. “Good teams will 
make you pay for that 
just like we make teams 
pay when they’re not 
ready to play.”

Beck said she ex-
pects Charlotte to play 
even harder since the 
squad is coming off a 67-
59 loss to Saint Joseph’s 
on Sunday. The point 
guard also said that the 
Colonials are playing 
with confidence down 
the homestretch of con-
ference play.

“We have a lot of players in 
double figures every game, and I 
think it’s the perfect time to start 
peaking because the toughest part 
of the season is at the end,” Beck 
said. n

Colonials lose in Philly;
Moore out for the season

SPORTS
Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

     0 NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of times the GW women’s bas-

ketball team has played at Charlotte.
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by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 14— Some-
thing was different when the GW men’s 
basketball team tipped off its 62-56 loss to 
Saint Joseph’s Wednesday night in Phila-
delphia. 

For the first time since 2003, and for 
only the second time in his four-year ca-
reer, senior guard Carl Elliott did not start 
the game. The captain had violated an 
unspecified team rule, coach Karl Hobbs 
said, and would have to sit out the begin-
ning of the game as a result.

For a team in the midst of a three-
game losing streak, sitting the team’s most 
experienced and poised player was a dras-
tic move. Travis King, a freshman, took his 
spot in the lineup, but did not fare well, 
as a disjointed-looking Colonials team 
fell behind 8-0 early. With about 15 min-
utes left in the first half, Elliott entered the 
game, scored a three-point play on his first 
possession and propelled GW to a lead.

But GW (15-8, 6-5 Atlantic 10) could 
not pull away or get rebounds down the 
stretch, allowing the Hawks (15-10, 7-4 A-
10) to stick with, then pull away from, the 
Colonials, giving the team its first four-
game losing streak since the 2003-2004 
season.

“(Saint Joseph’s was) just too physi-
cal,” Hobbs said. “It became a battle of 
wills on the backboards. We made great 

stops and just could not come up with the 
rebounds ... I think that was the difference 
in the game.” 

“This has always been my fear 
throughout the season,” Hobbs said about 
his team’s rebounding.

Hobbs said that sophomore Rob Diggs 
and senior Dokun Akingbade sometimes 
get muscled around by bigger players in 
the post and that there is not much that 
can be done at this point in the season. 
Saint Joseph’s out-rebounded GW 35-27 
for the game.

Elliott shot just two for eight after his 
first basket, scoring nine points total. Ju-
nior Maureece Rice, who holds the Phila-
delphia high school scoring record, scored 
14 points in his homecoming and led a 
mini-run at the end of the game that fell 
short when he missed a shot that would 
have brought GW within one point with a 
minute to go.

Saint Joseph’s Ahmad Nivins, a 235-
pound sophomore, had eight rebounds 
and bothered GW’s frontcourt. Nivins 
also had an emphatic dunk, punctuated 
by a scream, which put the Hawks up 58-
52 with less than four minutes left.

The Damian Hollis, a  6-foot-8 fresh-

man who could play down low, hit four 
of five shots, all three-pointers, and added 
four rebounds. Hobbs said he thought 
Hollis played well, but still needs to im-
prove defensively. 

Saturday, GW faces Temple at Smith 
Center for the first time this season. In its 
first year under head coach Fran Dunphy, 
the Owls are 11-13 and 5-6 in the Atlantic 
10. Temple leads the all-time series against 
GW 46-15. The Owls were the only A-10 
team to defeat the Colonials last season, 
when they knocked GW out of the A-10 
Tournament in Cincinnati after a 68-53 
shocker. n

N O T E : 
S o p h o m o re 
C h e y e n n e 
Moore, who 
had been bat-
tling a stress 
fracture in his 
left tibia since 
the preseason, 
will miss the 
rest of the 
season due to 
an upcoming 
surgery, Sports 
Information 
Director Brad Bower said.

–Jake Sherman contributed 
to this report. 

A STREAK WILL END: 

GW enters Thursday’s game undefeated in the Atlantic 10. 
Charlotte is nursing a 22-game home winning streak. 

GW  V. CHARLOTTE AT HALTON ARENA

Thursday, 7 p.m.
GW Radio, www.gwradio.com

GW visits 49ers for first time

George Washington  56

Saint Joseph’s                        62

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Zach Saupe shoots over Adam Remo (94) and two other defenders 
during his team’s 46-39 intramural win Wednesday night.

BASKETballin’

Last season, the Colonials defeated Charlotte 69-65 at Smith Center in both 
teams’ season finales. As a result, the two squads shared the regular season 
championship. GW travels to Charlotte Thursday night for the first time.

Sophomore Cheyenne 
Moore will miss the remain-
der of the season.

Hatchet file photos



that seeks to be a positive, intellectual 
influence on our campus.” 

Livacari defended his decision to 
have the event, saying that the organi-
zation’s constitution does not require 
the executive board to vote on each 
individual event. 

“(Six) members of the executive 
board have decided to ignore prec-
edent, and conveniently adopt a loose 
and creative view of the constitution,” 
Livacari wrote in an e-mail Wednes-
day afternoon. “I think it is wrong, 
but this is clearly an issue that needs 
to be specified in the constitution and 
resolved by the membership.”

The organization’s governing doc-
ument states that “a simple majority is 
required for approval of business.”

The group’s constitution does not 
specify what “business” entails and 
whether political events must be ap-
proved by a majority.

“My actions were keeping with 
the precedent and the history of the 
College Republicans,” Livacari said in 
an interview. “The constitution is to-

tally silent on the issue of who decides 
political events, therefore, in keeping 
with precedent and tradition, it is up 
to the chairman and the director of 
political affairs to guide and lead the 
political agenda of the organization.” 

Dan Moss is a 2004 graduate of 
GW and a former chairman of the Col-
lege Republicans and said he never 
made a decision against the will of the 
majority of the executive board.

“It’s not my organization any more 
but this particularly bothered me be-
cause I always ran (the organization) 
as a democracy, and one to promote 
and educate students about a conser-
vative cause,” he said in a phone in-
terview. 

Moss learned of the series of events 
after an executive board member e-
mailed him. He also wrote a letter to 
the Hatchet giving his opinion. 

“This was the chairman doing 
something that the (executive) board 
was against doing, which is not ap-
propriate for a leader to do,” he said. 
“If a majority of the (executive) board 
is against something there is no reason 
to go forward.” 

In addition to the issue causing a 

rift between the organization’s lead-
ership, other student organizations 
including Allied in Pride, the College 
Democrats and GW Democrats held a 
counter protest on Wednesday in fa-
vor of equal marriage rights. 

“We feel is that Valentines Day 
is a day of love and celebrating each 
other, but instead of honoring these 
traditional values the CRs are trying to 
make it about hate,” said sophomore 
Michael Weil, the College Democrats 
Director of Communications. “We 
support equal rights.” 

The CRs event was held in a sub-
dued fashion in the lobby of Ivory 
Towers where Livacari said about 10 
people attended. Originally the event 
was to take place in University Yard, 
but it was moved to the Mount Ver-
non campus after learning that the 
College Democrats and Allied in Pride 
planned counter protests. 

The event was then cancelled by 
Mount Vernon operations officials due 
to inclement weather and moved into 
the Ivory Tower common room. Allied 
in Pride and College Democrat mem-
bers still protested outside the Marvin 
Center Wednesday afternoon. n
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John Birk/Hatchet photographer
Juniors Piper Maloy and Andrew Pendleton hold signs in counter protests outside 
of the Marvin Center Wednesday afternoon.

Organizations protest same-sex marriage event
from p. 1

Singing for life

by Jennifer Easton
Hatchet Staff Writer 

While many turn to prod-
ucts and even surgery to slow 
the physical effects of aging, 
Health Care Sciences Professor 
Gene Cohen thinks he has the 
answer to holding off some of 
the mental effects.

Cohen has researched how 
engaging in a variety of creative 
endeavors, including singing 
and folk art, affects the health of 
senior citizens. The results have 
been overwhelmingly positive, 
he said.

Studying groups of senior 
citizens that enrolled in creative 
programs in San Francisco, New 
York City and in D.C., Cohen 
closely monitored the health of 
participants in each program 
through a series of question-
naires administered by trained 
adults. He found that the health 
of senior citizens benefited from 
two aspects of his study – social 
interaction and use of creativity 
in these programs.

“One area is called sense of 
control, when people in general, 
older adults in particular, have a 
sense of mastery, of control (of a 
craft), and (therefore) have posi-
tive health outcomes,” Cohen 
said of the benefits of exercising 
the creative portion of the mind.

The other area of study 
involved the meaningful inter-
action of senior citizens with 
one another, which produced 
immune system results similar 
to those seen in his study of cre-
ative engagement.

People involved in the study 

also were found to have increased 
moods and motivation, which 
Cohen said he observed directly. 
He met with participants in San 
Francisco and New York, but 
maintained a particularly close 
relationship with the group in 
D.C. Those participants sang in 
a choir of about 120 people that 
was broken in to three smaller 
rehearsal groups.

One example of a success 
story is that of a 94-year-old 
choral member who was less 
than confident in 
her ability to sing, 
yet after joining 
the group, Cohen 
saw an increas-
ingly enthusiastic 
response. 

“She got 
extremely animat-
ed telling me she 
found she could 
sing, she found 
she was improv-
ing, that every 
week she goes to 
rehearsal her abil-
ity to read music 
improves,” Cohen 
said. “You could 
just feel that sense 
of mastery and exhilaration that 
she felt. You could just sort of 
sense the impact on her well-
being.” 

One year into the D.C. study, 
Cohen’s research indicates his 
senior citizen participants are 
using less medication, falling 
less and visiting doctors less. 
Cohen said the benefits that 
senior citizens reap from exer-
cising their creativity regularly 
could have an enormous impact 
on services like Medicare. 

“It could mean tens, mil-
lions, thousands of dollars in 
savings for medications. There 
are more people over 65 in the 

United States than in the entire 
population of Canada. Even 
small changes in utilization 
in terms of doctor visits and 
Medicare (can have an enor-
mous effect).” 

Though the D.C. study was 
concluded several years ago, the 
choir is still going strong. Choir 
director Jeanne Kelly, who con-
tinues to work extensively with 
the people who participated in 
Cohen’s study, said she con-
tinually observes the benefits of 

senior citizens.
“Aging can be 

lonely; aging can 
be very depress-
ing,” she said. 
“These people are 
preparing for these 
concerts. They 
have something 
to look forward 
to. They all look 
forward to put-
ting on their black 
concert attire and 
getting on a bus 
and going to the 
Kennedy Center 
and perform-
ing, and having 
a chance to give 

back to their community, hav-
ing a real sense of accomplish-
ment.” 

Mary Anne Saunders, associ-
ate professor of human services, 
has hosted Cohen as a lecturer in 
her Women and Aging course.

“What he does is he helps 
broaden the way students look 
at aging,” Saunders said of her 
utilization of Cohen as a guest 
lecturer. “They typically look at 
aging in terms of decline and 
loss. Cohen always presents the 
other side of the coin, where 
people can remain creative ... 
that your creativity does not 
deteriorate as you age.” n

Professor discusses his 
research for maintaining 
mental health 

Professor Gene Cohen 
uses creative methods to 
set off aging effects.

freeing up the income tax sys-
tem to allow disproportionate 
taxing of people of different 
incomes.

“The Baileys are not cyni-
cal of politics – they are skepti-
cal,” Schumer said. If concrete 
platforms can be presented that 
are ambitious but attainable 
and that appeal to standard 
middle-class values, then the 
Democrats will garner victory 
in 2008, Schumer said.

University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 

invited the senator, his long-
time friend, to come speak. 
After recounting shared 
memories at James Madison 
High School in New York, 
Trachtenberg introduced 
Schumer who followed his 20-
minute speech with a ques-
tion-and-answer period. 

Questions from the audi-
ence ranged from the future 
of Iraq to the 2008 presidential 
elections. 

“By January, President 
Bush will start pulling out 
troops. We’ll leave 40,000 
troops on the outskirts of Iraq 
near Kuwait tracking terror-
ism but were not going to be 
on Haifa streets as the Sunnis 

and Shiites shoot each other,” 
Schumer said. 

When the discussion was 
over, many in the audience 
stood in line on the second 
floor of the SMPA build-
ing to have the senator sign 
their copies of “Positively 
American.” 

Said Noah Seligman, a 
senior with the Semester in 
Washington program: “Chuck 
Schumer showed why he is 
in such a good position in the 
Democratic Party. Each indi-
vidual idea he had was great, 
but more important was the 
message of strengthening the 
Democratic Party with the sup-
port of the middle class.” n

SCHUMER
from p. 3
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180 - STUDY GROUPS

14TH GRADE PLAYERS PRESENTS 
Ancient History by David Ives. A funny, 
sexy, engaging, and thought provoking 
play about a couple thatís so happy that 
something must be wrong. Directed by 
Mike Weissberg Starring Jessica Creane 
& Dylan Brogan. Lisner Downstage: Feb 
15th, 16th, 17th at 8pm and Feb. 18th at 
3pm. “ We’d know how to put a world to-
gether, how come they never asked us? 

245 - RENT DC

APTS FOR RENT Modern Apts w/ DW, 
Disposal, Hardwood fl oor, patio, central 
air, washer & dryer inside ea unit. units 
sleep 2 to 3 people. $1800 to $2700 per 
month starting June 1, 2007. Call Ron for 
preview 202-251-7500 or ronroudi@fi rstn
ationwidemgmt.com 

255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in 
total monthly payment). Open house ev-
ery Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and 
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU 
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof 
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious 
layout, stainless steel appliances, plenty 
of closet space in a newly renovated, pet 
friendly building. Please contact Julie to 
visit at 202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, 
#107. 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

460 - TRAVEL

SPRING BREAK IN LONDON 2007 The 
best Spring Break ever! $549 pp, and 
includes bed and breakfast, free drinks 
night, an amazing daylong sightseeing 
tour and river cruise, a weekly transport 
travelcard, a London guidebook, an op-
tional Da Vince Code tour and pub crawl 
and lots more! 1 800 599 8635;
sales@springbreaklondon.com; www.
springbreaklondon.com. 800-599-8635 x 
ID 2497289

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www. AdDriveTeam.com. 

OWN A PIECE OF THE INTERNET! 
Share in the internetís billions. Join FREE 
and get paid to surf. http://www.cimfund.
com/agloco.htm 

610 - CHILD CARE

WELL MANNERED 5-YR OLD Need re-
sponsible child care pick up from school 
in Potomac to Capitol Hill M-W. 3-6:30 
pm. Assist with homework and dinner. 
Must have car. $18/hr. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

 Admin Assistant position for DC CPA 
fi rm. Close to campus. Must have avail-
able hours on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, approx 8-10 hours weekly. 
Perform clerical and other offi ce duties. 
Email: mmoore@calibrecpa.com. 

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

EGG DONATION Now interviewing appli-
cants to be egg donors for medical pro-
ceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.sur-
rogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or 
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Offi ces, P. 

MICROSOFT CAMPUS AMBASSA-
DORS needed for an exciting spring 
ë07 semester program. Be a part of an 
innovative marketing campaign for Mi-
crosoftísÆ WindowsÆ Live. $500 base 
pay plus bonus. Apply at www.repna-
tion.com/apply/wl 

DELL CAMPUS REPS NEEDED Pro-
mote a top 30 company to gain real-world 
business & marketing experience! www. 
RepNation.com/Dell to apply. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Administrative Assistant/Personal Assistant to 

Georgetown Businessman, high GPA, light book-
keeping experience preferred. 12-15 hours per 

week. Prefer Monday, Wednesday, Friday. e-mail: 
eadent3@aol.com or fax resume to: 202-342-9377

 

665 - PART TIME

SMITHSONIAN American Art Museum 
publishing program seeks half-time per-
son to fi ll orders, maintain stock room 
and warehouse, transport books, create 
shipping lists and invoices, and main-
tain inventory counts. Must have driverís 
license and be able to lift boxes weigh-
ing up to 45 lbs. Fork lift experience pre-
ferred. Earn between $13 and $14.50 
per hour. Flexible hours. Send resume to 
blackintonm@si.edu 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 Picnic staple
5 Lincoln and

others
9 Skiing

mementos?
14 Puncture
15 “The Last of the

Mohicans”
woman

16 Playwright
Fugard

17 Actor Morales
18 Make
19 Isabel, for one
20 Condescend
22 Rodeo

performer
24 Good or bad

name, informally
25 Sprint
28 Advantages
31 Classic Paris

couture house
32 Poured

33 Haiti, once
37 Kind of orch.
38 Friend, slangily
39 Oxford letters
40 Without a

regular schedule
44 Spanish entree
47 Concert wind
48 Having I-strain?
49 President
53 One of a pair of

conjunctions
54 Novelist Gide
55 As yet
59 Sci-fi figure
61 “Tobermory”

writer
63 Singular, to

Caesar
64 “___ Mio”
65 Currier’s partner
66 Uncommon trick

taker
67 Goes (for)

68 ___ Gwyn,
mistress of
Charles II

69 Neptune’s realm

DOWN
1 Tool holder
2 Shake
3 Asia’s Trans

___ mountains
4 Prefight event
5 Crackerjack
6 Gets on
7 Kind of message
8 Los Angeles

harbor site
9 Small bag

10 Got down
11 Bake in a

shallow dish
12 Opposite of

flabby
13 Haphazardly
21 Botticelli figure
23 Adams of “The

Ernie Kovacs
Show”

26 ___ Brooks,
1950’s-60’s
“Meet the
Press” host

27 Not go straight
28 ___ Major
29 Week or month

at the office,
usually

30 ___ Valley, Calif.
33 Zap
34 Prefix with pad
35 Wearers of

eagle insignia

36 Word repeated
in a Beatles
refrain

38 Isn’t
conspicuous

41 Iowa college
42 Rubs
43 Pork ___
44 Canadian prov.

45 Subjects of
Guinness
records?

46 Struggles
48 Mideast money
49 Members of a

raiding party
50 Origin of the

word “troll”

51 Show eager
anticipation

52 Hunger for
56 Commuting cost
57 Realm
58 Skates
60 In a bad way
62 Cuba, e.g.:

Abbr.

Puzzle by Alan Olschwang

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
S A L A D J E F F P S S T
P A U L O A L I I E T T A
A R R O W D E J A R O U X
T O K E N R E M I N D E R
E N S H I D C O Z Y U P

A I L F I E S B T U
M A R B L E C A K E N O I R
O D E L L I T O P O O L E
N O T E P A W N B R O K E R
E R A W H O A E O N
T E R R O R A T V E B B

D I E A N O T H E R D A Y
M E A D S A G E N O I S E
A C N E E Z R A C O T T A
L O T S D I E M E T H E R

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
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Edited by Will Shortz No. 0104
ACROSS

1 Water carrier
5 Maybelline rival

10 Hearty’s partner
14 Lex and Park,

e.g., in N.Y.C.
15 Head out
16 Banned orchard

spray
17 Steinbeck

classic
19 It may be proper
20 “The Atom ___

Show” (1960’s
TV cartoon)

21 Stunt cyclist,
e.g.

22 Pagoda sights
23 A Judd
25 Follows a

healthy diet
27 Like much

music, today
29 “Sprechen ___

Deutsch?”

30 Fascinated by
33 The Beatles’

“___ the
Walrus”

35 Sporty wheels
40 Eighty-sixed

wares of 1773
43 Break away
44 “A Chorus Line”

number
45 “Cómo ___?”

(with a hint to
this puzzle’s
theme)

46 Ambulance
letters

48 Spider web, e.g.
50 Indonesian

condiment
55 Get through to
59 “Halt!” to a salt
60 Kind of colony
62 Agile deer
63 Come together

64 Upholstery
protectors

66 Angler’s hope
67 Champion

skater Brian
68 Rustic stopovers
69 “Family Ties”

son
70 Waist-ful?
71 Docket item

DOWN
1 Song of praise
2 Ex of the Donald
3 Pasta topper
4 French direction
5 Sporty Italian

auto, for short
6 Eyed wolfishly
7 ___ mistake

(blew it)
8 Heads off
9 Craving

10 Ho Chi Minh’s
capital

11 Go ___ (agree)
12 Yuk it up
13 Dadaist Max
18 Valhalla chief
22 Van Susteren of

TV news
24 Fraternal fellow
26 “Alas” utterer
28 Hollywood

industry
30 The “I” in

F.W.I.W.
31 Alumna bio

word

32 Tic ___ (mint)
34 Conductance

unit
36 Brunch offering
37 Crunched

muscles
38 Raise a stink?
39 Spanish Mrs.
41 That is: Lat.

42 International
pacts

47 Four-star
49 Singer Guthrie
50 Rio dance
51 Be of use
52 “Try this!”
53 Reo

contemporary

54 Stop
56 Skybox locale
57 Woes for toes
58 “Siddhartha”

writer
61 It may be a lot
64 Jack of “Barney

Miller”
65 Singer Damone

Puzzle by Sarah Keller

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
C O R A R A C K S H I R E
I H O P E L L A P U R E E
V A S T B O O B E M A I L
I R E C O T T O N C A N D Y
C A G I E R B E I N

A T O N A L R E E S E S
P A R I S G O A T S U V A
O L D S B O W L S A G E S
L I E R A G E S U R A L S
K A N S A S R O U T E R

A N T S P A S S U P
O R A N G E C R U S H H M O
V E R D E R A S H T A B S
I N N E R O R E O A C R E
D O O R S D A R T O K A Y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
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For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.
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Volunteers needed for a medical research 
study of an investigational vaccine for the 
prevention of HIV infection.  

For more information call Aimee Desrosiers or Suzanne Schuck at: (202) 741-2230

The George Washington University Clinical Trials Unit 2150 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, D.C. 20037
The Clinical Trials Unit is conveniently located in the Ambulatory Care Center

M
FA

To be eligible for this study you must be:
• Between 18–50 years old
• In good health
• HIV negative
• At low risk for contracting HIV

Participants will receive compensation

Earn the part-time master’s degree that combines a 

Georgetown University learning experience with the 

opportunity to gain experience through an industry 

sponsored capstone project. Gain the confidence and 

credibility you need to advance your career.  

VISIT CPD.GEORGETOWN.EDU/MPS

OR CALL (202) 687-9100.

MASTER’S DEGREES IN PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
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Georgetown University

TAKE YOUR CAREER FURTHER, FASTER.

SANCTIONS
from p. 1

will of the students, including our 
most powerful body, the Student 
Association, shows that we have 
very little power over our own 
existence here at GW,” said Hersh, 
a junior.

He added that a penalty such 
as losing University housing, 
which is the minimum sanction 
for a drug violation along with 
required participation in an edu-
cation program and a $50 fine, is 
ineffective in decreasing drug use.

“Eviction from housing isn’t 
even related to the drug violation 

as a penalty like drug education 
classes (with accurate information 
from CADE) would be,” Hersh 
said. 

Some professors, however, 
expressed support for NORML’s 
position. Sociology Professor 
William Chambliss specializes in 
drug abuse and drug laws and 
said the idea of reforming mari-
juana sanctions both nationally 
and at universities is not new and 
has gained support in some plac-
es. He said when some countries 
reduced drug penalties, the usage 
and corresponding crime gener-
ally decreased. 

“The whole idea that we are 
still punishing people for mari-
juana is an absurd anachronism,” 

Chambliss said.
He pointed out that many 

states and universities such as 
those in California have more lib-
eral polices, essentially decrimi-
nalizing marijuana.

GW’s Code of Student 
Conduct, which was approved in 
1995, defines the University’s drug 
and alcohol policy. Minor changes 
and amendments were added 
since that time, Woolfson said. 

In order for the Code of 
Conduct to be changed, a review 
must be called and approved by 
Dean of Students Linda Donnels. 
University bodies such as the 
Faculty Senate and the Board of 
Trustees would then examine the 
resolution, Woolfson added. n

DEANS
from p. 1

on the school and students. I 
was attracted to the school by 
the quality of the institution, 
its high reputation, and loca-
tion in D.C.,” said Baldwin, 
who is a professor and head of 
the Department of Biochemis-
try and Molecular Biophysics 
at the University of Arizona at 
Tucson.

He spent the earlier parts 
of his career as a Master’s stu-
dent at Harvard University. 
Baldwin has been teaching at 
universities since 1975 and has 
been a member of three differ-
ent faculties including Univer-
sity of Illinois and Texas A&M 
University.

“GW wants to increase its 
recognition as a research uni-
versity. That has been a large 
part of my career and I can 
help the university move for-
ward,” Baldwin said.

Sapiro is the Vice Provost 
at the University of Wisconsin 
at Madison, a position she has 
held since 2002, and is serving 

as a member on the Board of 
Trustees at Clark University.

“The school combines be-
ing a great urban university 
with really good undergradu-
ate and graduate education 
and growing prominent re-
search programs,” said Sapiro. 
“I would work to attract and 
retain the best possible faculty 
and students.” 

As a former GW graduate 
student, Peg Barratt is eager to 
“be part of the rise of GW.” 

“It was a good school when 
I was a student and it has been 
getting better and better,” she 
said. “I want to be part of the 
process of getting students, 
faculty, and alumni together 
to fi nd what the world will be 
like in 25 years and how we 
can start working on it now.” 

Barratt is Deputy Direc-
tor of Clinical Research Policy 
Analysis and Coordination at 
National Institute of Health. 
He has worked at Michigan 
State University and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin as a pro-
fessor and department chair.

CCAS Interim Dean Diana 
Lipscomb has worked at GW 
since 2003 and has previously 

worked as a program director 
at the National Science Foun-
dation. Lipscomb was named 
interim dean last June when 
the initially appointed in-
terim dean Lee Sigelman left 
for health reasons following 
William Frawley’s departure 
to become president of Mary 
Washington University in Vir-
ginia.

University of Illinois’ 
Barry Chiswick is a UIC Dis-
tinguished Professor and has 
served as Head of the Depart-
ment of Economics since 1987. 
He received his Master’s and 
Ph.D. from Columbia Univer-
sity. 

The Hatchet could not 
reach Chiswick and Lipscomb 
for comment.

Lipscomb was interviewed 
and met with offi cials Feb. 12 
through 14. Baldwin will be 
visiting Foggy Bottom Feb. 21 
through 23; Chiswick Feb. 26 
through 28; Barratt March 1 
through 3; and Sapiro March 7 
through 9. 

All of the candidates’ in-
formation can be viewed in 
the “spotlight” section of the 
CCAS Web site. n

GW’s peer institutions use Social 
Security Numbers on transcripts. 
Only 26 percent of the universi-
ties surveyed required the num-
ber on the document, according 
to Titus’ study.

Universities including 
Stanford and Princeton do not 

place Social Security Numbers 
on transcripts, according to the 
schools’ registrars.

“Princeton does not print 
Social Security numbers on tran-
scripts, period,” said Princeton 
Registrar Polly Winfrey Griffin. “A 
student could not request that it be 
printed on a transcript.”

Amundson said only a handful 
of people have complained about 
the issue and that it is not a priority 
for the student body. She added 

that Titus’ plan has been broached 
before, but to change the proce-
dure, the University would need to 
perform costly updates and make a 
“major investment of resources.”

Titus said administrators 
should not look at the issue from a 
purely financial standpoint.

“Everything is costly, but the 
cost of security is much greater,” 
said Titus. “The University has 
realized this (with GWid). It is not 
groundbreaking news.”n
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