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2007 RUNOFF ELECTION RESULTS

Capp, Kroeger 
win runoff 
elections

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Sophomore Vice President-elect 
Brand Kroeger (left) hugs a supporter 
after the election announcements. 

by Harald Olsen
Hatchet Staff Writer

Many law students may have 
aspirations of delivering justice 
to criminals after graduating, but 
one alumnus toppled a double-
agent in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation while he was still 
in school.

“Breach,” which opened in 
theaters nationwide Feb. 16, is 
based on the true story of how 
2003 GW Law School graduate 
Eric O’Neill exposed FBI agent 
Robert Hanssen’s illicit dealings 
with the Russian government. 
Hanssen was convicted of sell-
ing national secrets to the Soviet 
Union in 2001. O’Neill, who is 
played by actor Ryan Phillippe, 
was taking night courses at GW 
Law School while pursuing 
Hanssen at his grueling job at the 
bureau.

He managed to not only nab 
the spy but also graduate with 
honors.

“Going to law school at night 
and working a full-time job like 
the FBI is an absolutely miserable 
experience,” O’Neill said in an 
interview with The Hatchet.

He added, though, that his 
professors understood the obli-
gations of an FBI surveillance job 
that caused him to miss classes. 
“GW tended to be incredibly un-
derstanding,” he said.

Now an associate at the 
Washington branch of DLA Piper, 

an international law firm, O’Neill 
said he has fond memories of his 
time at GW.

A 1995 graduate of Auburn 
University in Alabama, O’Neill 
said he planned to enter law 
school immediately after gradu-
ation. His plans changed when 
he fell ill and missed his sched-
uled Law School Admissions 
Test. O’Neill said he worked as 
a consultant for a year before ac-
cepting a position at the FBI.

“It was one of those things 
where you’re in (your) 20s, and 
you’re working a job that you re-
ally don’t like, and you’re search-
ing for what you want to do,” 
O’Neill said. “That’s the time 
when you go look for those things 
that in the past you thought were 
sort of crazy ideas and pull the 
trigger on them.”

He applied to GW Law 
School to work toward a special 
agent position in the FBI. O’Neill 
said he was attracted to the repu-
tation of the school’s evening 
program, and declined offers 
from the law schools at George-
town University and the Univer-
sity of Maryland.

While working toward his 
Juris Doctorate at night, the FBI 
assigned O’Neill to observe 
Hanssen, whom the bureau had 
suspected of spying for years. 
The senior agent had been selling 
information to the Russians since 

‘Breach’ portrays 
law school grad

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

 
The Joint Elections Committee an-

nounced sophomores Nicole Capp and 
Brand Kroeger Student Association presi-
dent and executive vice president Thurs-
day night in the Marvin Center.

Capp beat junior Marc Abanto by 8 
percentage points, garnering 1,199 votes 
– or 54 percent – compared to Abanto’s 
1,010 votes. Kroeger received 59 percent 
of the vote with 1,202 votes compared to 
841 votes for his opponent junior Nick 
D’Addario. 

Capp will be the first female president 
in nine years and the youngest president 
to serve in four years.

“We made history tonight,” said 
Capp, shortly after the JEC announced 
the results Thursday night. “Never before 
has a candidate had so many obstacles to 
overcome.”

Capp came in second with 817 votes 
to Abanto during last week’s general 
election. Juniors David “Tito” Wilkinson, 
Casey Pond and Michael Ray Huerta 
came in third, fourth and fifth, respective-
ly, in the general election. 

“We were able to win because students 
realized that there was a time for change,” 
said Capp, who ran as an independent. 

See RESULTS, p. 2

Questioning the 
power of the slate

by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor

 
Late on Thursday night when the election 

oversight body announced the results of the 
runoff election for Student Association Presi-
dent, the results should not have been a sur-
prise. 

In the last three years, a presidential can-
didate who ran on a slate has lost to an inde-
pendent candidate in the runoff election for 
SA President and some closely involved in the 
elections said it was likely to happen again this 
year.

“History speaks for itself,” said junior Casey 
Pond, who ran for SA President each of the last 
two years without a slate of candidates. This 
year he ran with a vice presidential candidate. 

“It’s pretty much improbable for slates to 
get a president elected,” Pond said.  

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Sophomore President-elect Nicole Capp (far right) rejoices with supporters after the 
election results are announced Thursday night in the Marvin Center.

See SLATES, p. 10

Ben Solomon/photo editorr
Junior Kim Beck attempts a shot over Saint Joseph’s Erica 
Pollock during GW’s 57-55 loss to the Hawks in Cincinnati. 
The Colonials are now out of the Atlantic 10 tournament.

SAINTSORROWS

See O’NEILL, p. 3

Merit scholarships to be reduced

by Reed Cooley
Hatchet Staff Writer 

The University is readying to change its 
scholarship structure next year when more 
students will be receiving need-based finan-
cial aid and less money will be available for 
merit-based scholarships. 

The shift comes on the heels of a much-
publicized increase in tuition that makes 
GW the first school with a total cost of atten-
dance of more than $50,000 per year for next 
year’s incoming freshman class under the 
fixed tuition plan. 

At the winter meeting of the Board of 
Trustees, in collaboration with the University 
Budget Office, the body announced a pro-
jected $2.5 million reallocation of funds 
from merit-based aid to need-based aid for 
next year’s incoming freshmen. About 60 
percent of GW students supplement their 
tuition costs with financial aid, according to 
University statistics.

The decrease will change the value of 
the average merit-based scholarships from 
about half the cost of tuition to about $6,000 
less. The new average merit-based schol-
arship will be worth $12,500, University 
administrators said. Only about 300 merit-
based scholarships will now be awarded, 
down from this year’s 360. 

Dan Small, director of the office of 
Student Financial Assistance, said the board 
decided on the shift because the average 
family contribution to the total cost of 
attending GW is lower than it has been in 
recent years.

He indicated that this is not an unusual 
occurrence, and said that there was not as 
large of an increase in the number of fami-
lies able to pay for the full tuition as there 
have been in previous years. Costs are going 
up, he said, but this year, students’ needs are 
going up more.

Robert Chernak, vice 
president for Student 
Academic Support 
Services, said the deci-
sion was made in the best 
interest of GW’s position 
in the marketplace. 

“The reason for a shift 
... is that the identified 
trends suggest that not to 
do so has a greater risk of 
a negative impact on our 
ability to attract the type 
of diversified and qualita-
tive student populations 
we seek,” Chernak said in 
an e-mail.

“Naturally, those involved in the deci-
sion-making process are not 100 percent 
clairvoyant, nevertheless, we do our best to 
monitor external variables that could impact 
GW, and adjust our strategy accordingly,” 
he said.

Several GW students receiving merit-
based aid expressed concern about the shift. 
Nick Stulck and Davis Woodruff, both fresh-

men in the Elliott School, said that they 
would not have been able attend GW if they 
had not received Presidential Academic 
merit scholarships.

“I’m really pleased with the Elliott 
School, but if I had not gotten the scholar-
ship, I would have sought a similar program 
elsewhere,” Stulck said.

Small also expressed some concern that 
the shift may affect the quality of student 
attracted to the University, but he hopes 
that the increase in need-based aid will 

allow promising students 
who may not have been 
able to afford the school’s 
substantial costs to come 
to GW.

Grae Baxter, direc-
tor of the undergradu-
ate honors program, 
stressed that she was not 
familiar with the specif-
ics of the issue, but that 
she would not be wor-
ried about such a shift.

“It would have an 
impact if top students 
were coming here who 
did not have financial 
need, but my experience 

with honors students is that they have as 
much financial need as anyone,” she said.

About 62 percent of GW students 
receive some sort of financial aid from the 
University, Small said. At the moment, 
roughly 70 percent of those students receive 
need-based aid.

Students already enrolled at GW will 
not be affected by the shift. n

Incoming students 
will have more 
need-based aid

“(I)f I had not gotten the 

scholarship, I would have 

sought a similar program 

elsewhere.”

NICK STULCK
FRESHMAN

by Ryan Holeywell
Senior Staff Writer

By most standards, GW 
alumnus Steve Khadam-Hir 
doesn’t sound like a world-
class hip-hop artist. But de-
spite his lack of rapping skills, 
his beats are all the rage among 
fourth graders at Houston’s 
Eleanor Tinsley Elementary 
School.

“You make an idiot of 
yourself in front of these kids, 
but they love it and think it’s 
hilarious,” said Khadam-Hir, 
who has tried to pique his 
students’ interest in math by 
putting multiplication tables 
to raps. One of his most recent 
hits is a ditty about the number 
six to the tune of Beyonce’s “Ir-
replaceable.”

Khadam-Hir, who gradu-
ated last year, is one of the 111 
GW graduates who have joined 
the ranks of Teach for Amer-
ica since 1999. The non-profit 
Teach for America seeks to 
eliminate educational inequal-
ity by putting the country’s 
brightest college graduates to 
work as teachers in schools in 
low-income rural and urban 
communities.

This academic year, Kha-
dam-Hir has been teaching sci-
ence, social studies and writing 
at a school where about 95 per-
cent of students qualify for the 
free lunch program.

“Any first year teacher will 
tell you it’s the hardest year of 
your life,” he said. “Coming 

Overcoming class 
struggles

See TEACH, p. 6
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This year’s runoff election had the high-
est voter turnout in five years with more 
than 2,200 students voting for Student 
Association president, according to vot-
ing data released by the Joint Elections 
Committee over the past eight years. The 
total is still dwarfed by the total population 
of GW which is about 20,000, equating 
to 11 percent of the student body voting 
in the most recent SA election. 

NEWS ANALYSIS

HOME WIN 
PAGE 11
GW beats 
Duquesne 88-80
on Senior Day



Kroeger’s defeat over 
D’Addario makes him the young-
est executive vice president in two 
years.

“It feels absolutely fantastic 
to have real students voices heard 
for progress,” Kroeger said. “The 
work starts today.”

Kroeger garnered 950 votes 
in the general election last week, 
coming in ahead of D’Addario, 
sophomore Andrew Cooper, ju-
nior Chris Rotella and junior Elliot 
Bell-Krasner. 

Abanto and D’Addario left 
quickly after the JEC announced 
the results and Student Union 

campaign manager junior Kenny 
Gold said neither candidate was 
available for comment. Gold cred-
ited Capp’s success in the election 
to her unique focus. 

“I think both (Marc and Ni-
cole) ran unbelievable campaigns,” 
Gold said. “Nicole focused heavily 
on grads and they voted again.” 

Capp garnered 369 votes to 
Abanto’s 40 paper ballot votes. The 
paper ballot is the method used by 
many graduate students who cast 
votes in the Law School and Medi-
cal School. The Marvin Center and 
Duquès Hall, voting locations that 
many undergraduate students use, 
feature electronic ballots. 

Gold said he is still happy with 
the success of the slate as a whole. 

See RUNOFF, p. 10

DETECT
Detect suspicious activity by routinely
monitoring your fi nancial accounts and
billing statements.

DEFEND
Defend against ID theft as soon as
you suspect it.

DETER
Deter identity thieves by
safeguarding your information.

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION U.S. POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE

7UPMIS0358_D
Title: College pubs Bill to: 7UPM0358 Executive CD:

Market: USPS ID Theft REQ 59291 Creative Director: M. Levenson

Run/Disk Date: 1-4-07 Art Director:

Color/Space: 4C CE: 2/0 Writer:

Live: Production Artist: RO Account Executive: K. Husson

Trim: 5.75" (w) x 10.5" (h) Task: fix and print Production Supervisor: K. Warmack

Bleed: Spell checked Coordinator: J. Bernal Ext. 3215

PA Notes: Page 1 of 1

CE APPROVALS As is W/C As is W/C As is W/C

Executive CD Sr. Fulfillment Artist KMG (Knowledge Mgt.)

Creative Director Fulfillment Artist USPS Operations

Design Director Print Production CE Legal

Associate CD - Art Art Buyer Account Supervisor

Associate CD - Copy Product Info (Art /Copy) Account Executive

Art Director Program HQ Mgt. Supervisor

Writer Postal Supervisor Legal

Copy Edit  / QA Review Coordinator

Cold Read Fact Check
Full Read Changes Only
Second Read Proof Stage OKAY TO SHIP

5.75 in.

10
.5

 in
.

campus
Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)

The GW Hatchet | Monday, March 5, 2007, page 2

FOUR DAY
FORECAST

HIGH 38 | LOW 25

WEDNESDAY

HIGH 34 | LOW 24

TUESDAY

HIGH 44 | LOW 31

THURSDAY

HIGH 49 | LOW 22

MONDAY

TUESDAY

SNAPSHOT Hobb’s talk

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Men’s basketball head coach Karl Hobbs addresses fans be-
fore the Colonial’s last home game Saturday.

The Student Association Court 
ruled that the election oversight 
body must reconsider a decision 
against SA Presidential candidate 
Marc Abanto that could disqualify 
him from last week’s runoff elec-
tion.  

In “Joint Elections Committee 
v. Abanto,” which originated from 
a complaint by a student before 
the runoff election took place, the 
JEC issued one penalty to Abanto 
for the actions of Student Union 
campaign worker sophomore Dan 
Pollock, who threatened students 
during candidate postering in Feb-
ruary. In its decision made before 
the general election, the JEC ruled 
that Abanto was responsible for 
the actions of his agent, Pollock. 
The JEC charter states that any 
candidate charged with this viola-
tion must be disqualified from the 
ballot. 

According to section 135 of the 
JEC charter, “any candidate who 
intimidates, threatens, coerces or 
promises monetary compensation 
to other persons for the purpose 
of interfering with or influencing 
the right of such other persons to 
vote or to vote as they may choose 
.. shall be disqualified.”

Because the JEC initially only 
issued Abanto one penalty, the 
student court ordered the JEC to 
reconsider the case. The Court is 
requiring the JEC to either penalize 
Abanto for the actions of Pollock, 
which would disqualify Abanto 
from the runoff election, or assess 
no penalties to Abanto, according 
to the a court document.

If Abanto is disqualified from 
the election it is unclear what the 
next step would be. Capp may be 
declared the winner of the election 
automatically, which would not 
change the results. Or if the JEC 
rules that Abanto was disqualified 
at least 24 hours before the start of 
the runoff election, then the next-
highest vote getter from the gen-
eral election would compete in the 
runoff.

JEC Chair Laura Bentele, a 
sophomore, said it is unlikely an-
other runoff will be held. 

 “The likelihood of another 
runoff is slim, taking into consid-
eration the information that is im-

mediately available,” she wrote in 
an e-mail. 

Sophomore Nicole Capp, who 
is the SA president-elect, had no 
comment on the issue. She has not 
yet been certified as the winner of 
the election pending approval from 
the University’s Student Activi-
ties Center to ensure she is in good 
standing to assume the office. 

–Brandon Butler 
and Andrew Ramonas

In response to the large num-
ber of false fire alarms in Mitchell 
Hall, the University Police Depart-
ment will install covers for the 
alarms in the building this week. 

UPD Chief Dolores Statfford 
said in addition to installing the 
covers, which emit a loud sound 
when an alarm is pulled, the de-
partment is conducting a complete 
security survey of the residence 
hall.  About six false alarms sound-
ed within a single week at the end 
of February – an occurrence resi-
dents said is unfortunately all too 
common.

“UPD has identified at least 
one culprit this week,” she said 
last week.

While residents are pleased 
UPD has taken action, some are 
skeptical of how well the covers 
will work. Other suggestions stu-
dents have made are covers that 
spray ink when opened, and cam-
eras located near the fire alarms.

“They’re not going to help. 
They’re going to beep, people are 
going to run, and they’ll still get 
away with it,” said Sophomore 
Harry Dobelle. “I think that at the 
end of the day they need to take 
more drastic action.”

Dobelle said he is somewhat 
uncomfortable with 24-hour sur-
veillance in the hallways, but if it 
was necessary to stop the false fire 
alarms it would be worth it.

Sophomore Mark Dauigoy 
said he is grateful that the Uni-
versity has taken the time to ad-
dress students’ concerns. He also 
thought the students pulling the 
alarms for fun were inconsiderate.

“It seems like Mitchell is for-
gotten out of all the dorms. It has 
the worst reputation,” he said. 
“(Since) they’re going to (increase) 
the security here, maybe people 
can stop acting like little kids.”

–Sam Honig

The RCHN Community 
Health Foundation announced last 
week a $2 million gift to the GW 
Medical Center’s Geiger Gibson 
Program in Community Health 
Policy. This is the largest gift to 
date to the School of Public Health 
and Health Services, according to 
a University press release.

“We are deeply grateful for this 
gift, which will expand the breadth 
and strength of scholarship related 
to health centers and the popula-
tions and communities they serve,” 
said Ruth Katz, SPHHS Dean and 
Walter G. Ross Professor of Health 
Policy, in a press statement. 

The gift will benefit the Medi-
cal Center’s Geiger Gibson Pro-
gram in Community Health Poli-
cy, founded in 2003, which studies 
health centers and the communi-
ties they serve. Community health 
centers are local and non-profit 
clinics that provide care to low in-
come and medically underserved 
communities, the press release ex-
plained.

“Health centers are thrilled by 
the Foundation’s generosity and 
the Geiger Gibson program, which 
together recognize the achieve-
ments of health centers in such an 
enduring way,” said Thomas Van 
Coverden, president of the Na-
tional Association of Community 
Health Centers, in a statement. 

The not-for-profit RCHN Com-
munity Health Foundation was 
established in October 2005 and 
works to aid community health 
centers through research, advo-
cacy and education. 

“I can imagine no more fitting 
way to further the work of health 
centers on behalf of communities 
everywhere than through this in-
vestment,” added H. Jack Geiger 
in the statement. Geiger is the Ar-
thur C. Logan professor emeritus 
at the City University of New York 
Medical School.

–Lizzie Wozobski

Court orders JEC to reconsider 
Abanto violation

GWBRIEFS

MONDAY 

The Kalb Report: The Future 
of Journalism
Come listen to a panel dis-
cussion by executives from 
various media organizations.
Free tickets available at 
TicketMaster. 
7:30 to 9:15 p.m.
National Press Club 
Sponsored by the University, 
the National Press Club 
and Harvard University’s 
Shorenstein Center

Arabic Circle: Bingo
Come play, have fun and 
enhance your knowledge of 
Arabic.
6 to 7 p.m.
Phillips 210
Sponsored by the Language 
Center

Tomato Farmworkers Benefit 
Concert
Listen to performances by a 
variety of musicians and spo-
ken–word artists as they raise 
money for Florida’s tomato 
farmworkers’ plight.
7 to 11 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental 
Ballroom
Sponsored by the Progressive 
Student Union

Peace Corps Info Session
Get acquainted with the 
organization and industry of a 
potential employer.
5 to 6:30 p.m.
Career Center Workshop 
Room
Sponsored by the Career 
Center

CAMPUS 
CALENDAR

University change fire alarms 
in Mitchell Hall

GW Medical Center receives 
record gift

WEDNESDAY 

RESULTS
from p. 1

Correction
The Hatchet mistakenly 

reported in “Soldiers’ families 
speak out” (March 1, p. 1) that 
the panel discussion at Hillel 
took place Tuesday night. The 
event was Monday night.



by Elise Kligner
Senior Staff Writer

  
After the Faculty Senate vot-

ed last month not to recommend 
the latest four-by-four proposal 
to GW’s nine schools, many fac-
ulty members are saying that 
students need more information 
about the plan that would change 
GW’s credit structure. 

At the meeting, faculty mem-
bers expressed doubt about the 
extent to which there needs to be 
an overhaul of academics at GW 
and were skeptical of data that 
shows low academic engage-
ment and challenge. 

The four-by-four plan would 
change the curricular structure 
from five three-credit classes a se-
mester to four four-credit classes 
a semester.

“We ought to have an ongo-
ing and serious debate with our 
students to find out what they 
think of our education,” said law 
professor Miriam Galston at the 
last Faculty Senate meeting ear-
lier this month.

Despite the uncertainties of 
student perception of academ-
ics at GW, students have largely 
been absent from the four-by-
four debate. Three students were 
members of the task force that 
initially discussed and then craft-
ed the four-by-four plan that was 
released in October, but that task 
force is no longer meeting.

In December, Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Donald Lehman met with Stu-
dent Association members to 
give a presentation on the four-
by-four and to answer questions. 
Timothy Little, the SA’s vice 
president of academic affairs, 
said it is difficult to talk about the 
four-by-four with students.

“It’s very hard to inform 
students about this abstract idea 
without more specifics,” said Lit-
tle, a sophomore.

Student Association senators 
were critical of a plan that tries 
to dictate how teachers teach 
and how students learn, but also 
supportive of the general idea of 
improving academics at the Uni-
versity. GW administrators who 
have proposed the plan say it 
would make classes more rigor-
ous. 

“How can you tell teachers to 
makes classes harder? How can 
you regulate it? If you’re going 
to make them harder, how does 
it affect students who intern?” 
questioned SA Senator Daniel 
Bernstein (CCAS-U), a junior.

Robert Platt (CCAS-U) said 
he thinks students would like to 
see long-term changes made to 
academics at the school, especial-
ly changes that would boost the 
school’s U.S. News and World 
Report annual ranking. GW is 
currently ranked 52nd by the 
publication.

“Most people here want to 
know that when they leave the 
school their diploma is going to 
appreciate in value,” said Platt, a 
junior.

Despite uncertainty among 
both faculty and students, 
Lehman remains committed to 

the importance of substituting 
depth for breadth and moving 
to a four-by-four model. He said 
in an economy that is becoming 
increasingly knowledge- and 
service-oriented, long-term, 
adaptable skills will be the most 
important products of a college 
education.

“It’s not going to be the little 
factoids that you pick up in a 
given class that will be critical,” 
he said. “The depth wins out 
because of how the economy is 
changing.”

The business school was set 
to vote on the four-by-four at a 
faculty-wide meeting in Febru-
ary, but Dean Susan Phillips de-
cided to withdraw the vote from 
the agenda. Faculty instead chose 
to take a straw vote.

No other school has had a 
vote on the proposal as of yet.

Philip Wirtz, a professor in 
the business school, said most 
people either abstained from vot-
ing or said they opposed adopt-
ing the four-by-four at this point 
but that they would like more 
information before they came to 
a final conclusion. Wirtz said no 
one who voted said they sup-
ported the four-by-four at the 
time.

He called the vote “a re-
flection of the fact that the fac-
ulty didn’t feel sufficiently in-
formed.”

“We should be talking about 
what we should be teaching our 
students, and structure will come 
out of that,” said business profes-
sor Ernest Englander.

The four-by-four plan can be 
viewed under the academic af-
fairs section of the University’s 
Web site. n
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Students react to 4x4
Faculty and SA 
officials want 
plan’s details

O’NEILL
from p. 1

1984, and O’Neill helped secure 
a conviction on 15 counts of es-
pionage against Hanssen.

To promote the film-version 
of his FBI career, O’Neill ap-
peared on television and radio 
programs across the country. He 
also met with Phillippe and the 
actor portraying Hanssen, Chris 
Cooper, to assist in the develop-
ment of the two main charac-
ters.

“In a very real way, (the film-
makers) captured the tension 
that I underwent, and I think 
Hanssen’s as well,” he said. 

“Chris Cooper and Ryan (Phil-
lippe) both did excellent jobs.”

Although he has enjoyed his 
recent celebrity status, O’Neill 
said the publicity makes it un-
likely he will return to the FBI. 
He left the bureau a few months 
after the Hanssen case ended, 
choosing to pursue a calmer, pri-
vate-sector career in D.C. and to 
start a family. 

O’Neill is not shying away 
from the spotlight for good. He 
said he is working on a televi-
sion pilot called “Ghosts,” a se-
ries about a team of FBI surveil-
lance operatives.

At his law firm, O’Neill spe-
cializes in government contract 
law. His government contracts 
professor, Steven Schooner, said 
while he enjoyed O’Neill’s en-

thusiasm in his class, he cannot 
take credit for the alumnus’ suc-
cess.

“Obviously we’re immense-
ly proud of him,” Schooner said. 
“To think about going through 
all of that and going to law 
school at the same time, it’s darn 
impressive.”

Professor Arthur Wilmarth, 
who also taught O’Neill at GW, 
remembers him as “someone 
who was self-assured and con-
fident without being arrogant.” 
He said the law school alumnus 
stood out from his night school 
students because of his liveli-
ness and veracity.

“I’m sure he needed all of 
those qualities during the events 
described in the movie,” Wilm-
arth wrote in an e-mail. n



There was an alleged assault 
on campus last week, but this 
may be the first time you’re 

hearing of this. While it was reported 
on the pages of The Hatchet (“Student 
Alleges Assault in Academic Center,” 
Feb. 26, p. 1), it slipped through the 
cracks of our campus-wide conversa-
tion. 

The first I heard about it 
wasn’t even from this paper, 
but from a local NBC news 
report more than a week 
after the fact. Apparently 
there were posters around 
campus, but I didn’t see any. 
Therefore, the University’s 
professed effort to inform us 
failed. 

Personally, I’ve never 
feared for my safety on or 
around GW’s campus. But 
the fact is that we live in a 
metropolitan area that’s regu-
larly ranked among the most dangerous 
in the nation. Last summer, former D.C. 
Police Chief Charles Ramsay declared 
a “crime emergency” after 13 murders 
happened during a 12-day period. 

While most of the serious crime 
in D.C. is centralized in a few rough 
neighborhoods, the murder that 
prompted Ramsay to act happened 
in Georgetown. Violent crime is rare 
around this campus, but it happens. 
What’s scary about last week’s assault 

is that it didn’t take place a few blocks 
off campus, like the January assault at 
a bar that resulted in a student needing 
his jaw wired. It happened at Academic 
Center, arguably the heart of our cam-
pus. And it wasn’t in the dead of night, 
when it’s reasonable to say that stu-
dents should be on their guard, but at 
the conspicuous hour of 9 a.m.

The Hatchet reported 
that the University Police 
Department posted crime 
alerts around campus on the 
day of the crime, and the 
NBC news report quoted 
university spokesperson 
Tracy Schario saying, “We’re 
posting these flyers all over.” 
The same NBC report, how-
ever, also wrote that when 
its reporter arrived on the 
scene, “there were none in 
place on the door of the 
building where the attack 

happened, or in the lobby or the front 
doors of the library or the nearest 
dorm.” I certainly don’t remember 
seeing any around. 

What the University should have 
done is send around a report of the 
alleged incident in a blast e-mail, which 
is used to promote basketball games 
and Blackboard outages. It’s important 
to acknowledge that all accounts of 
the assault are still “alleged” and the 
investigation into the matter is ongoing. 

The facts are scarce, but the University 
needs to be more forthcoming about 
safety matters that would clearly con-
cern GW students, staff and faculty. 

While GW failed to e-mail students 
about a major security concern on cam-
pus, unfortunately this is not the only 
instance of poor communication at GW. 
For example, where was the blast e-mail 
announcing the cancellation of classes 
after the snowstorm a few weeks ago? 
On Feb. 13, the decision was made to 
cancel all classes beginning past 5 p.m. 
sometime during the afternoon. I’m not 
sure when this was decided, because 
I went to my 5:10 p.m. class. Since I 
wasn’t expecting a snow day, I wasn’t 
keeping tabs on GW’s campus adviso-
ries. Apparently, neither were any of 
my classmates or the professor, all of 
whom were in attendance. 

During that same poor weather 
period, pipes in a number of University 
buildings, including the Marvin Center, 
the law school and a sorority town 
house, froze, flooded and generally 
inconvenienced some GW students. 
The Hatchet reported that the law stu-
dents were stuck waiting in the cold 
for an hour with no idea what to do 
(“Soggy Bottom: frozen water pipes 
rupture, flood four campus buildings,” 
Feb. 8, p. 1). 

Another instance that the University 
community should have been alerted 
to was when UPD had concluded its 

investigation into the Greek townhouse 
thefts with no answers as to what hap-
pened. Not only was the University 
community left uninformed and with-
out reminders of what sorts of care to 
take, but reportedly the residents of 
these townhouses were left ignorant of 
the fact that the investigation had even 
ended. 

At times when the University is 
experiencing a threat or anticipating 
bad weather and the adverse effects 
it can bring – cancellations, flooding 
or power outages – a simple e-mail 
reminding students of what to do and 
who to contact would be very helpful. 
I don’t think this is an unreasonable 
proposition, since we get reminders 
like this every year when protesters 
descend on Foggy Bottom for the 
World Bank meetings. It’s no secret that 
students check their e-mail accounts 
obscenely often, so why not use this 
fact to everyone’s advantage?

Stop keeping us in the dark. It’s 
great that the University uses infomail 
to inform us about basketball games, 
Zipcar and study abroad opportuni-
ties. It must also start using the most 
effective tool it has for communicating 
issues about safety, security and weath-
er – things that really affect the lives of 
GW students.

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
international affairs and anthropology, 

is a Hatchet columnist.
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“ QUOTABLE
“Quite frankly, I looked smashing.”

–GW Law School alum Martin Han Clarke, the first contestant to be fired on the latest season of Donald 
Trump’s “The Apprentice,” on what he thought of seeing himself on television. 

Transitioning to a four-class, four-credit 
structure has the potential to improve 
GW in a number of ways. The four-by-

four plan would enable the University to decrease 
the percentage of part-time faculty and perhaps 
cut class sizes. Rather than developing a superficial 
“Wikipedian” grasp of course material under the 
current system, students could truly master course 
content by focusing on quality, not quan-
tity, under the four-by-four plan. 

As The Hatchet has mentioned 
in numerous editorials, however, 
the proposal could easily flounder. 
Administrators have not provided a 
more concrete plan for implementing the 
program, leading in part to the Faculty 
Senate’s rejection of it. This plan has the potential 
to greatly benefit GW’s academic programs; how-
ever, the program’s stewards must ensure that all 
the details of four-by-four are made clear so that 
the University as a whole can debate the merits of 
the proposal. 

While the Faculty Senate provided a number 
of reasons for opposing the plan, it takes only a 
little common sense to read between the lines and 
see that the prospect of tenure-track faculty los-
ing their jobs might have played a big part in the 
Senate rejecting the proposal outright.

GW has the highest tuition in the country, 
and it has one of the lowest percentages of full-
time faculty; it would be an ill-conceived move 
to further decrease the latter number. To be sure, 
some part-timers are dedicated, but others tend to 

be less academically rigorous and more unreliable 
than their full-time counterparts. And I don’t real-
ly blame them. How much time would you spend 
correcting papers and writing recommendation 
letters if you were paid less than $3,000 to teach a 
semester-long course?

Furthermore, GW administrators need to ade-
quately refute opponents of the plan to validate 

four-by-four. Professor Anthony Yezer, a 
member of the Special Senate Committee 
on Four-by-Four, wrote in an e-mail that 
the Faculty Senate unanimously rejected 
the plan because it is based upon the 
false premises that students require more 
challenges, that students will learn more 
with less class time, and that four-by-

four will save money.
To debunk the first proposition, Yezer points 

out that “class surveys currently indicate that 
about 63 percent of students find classes dif-
ficult or very difficult and only 14 percent find 
them easy or very easy.” At the risk of sounding 
like the kid who asks for more homework from 
teacher, shouldn’t something closer to 100 percent 
of students find their courses difficult? If we’re not 
being challenged by tough classes, then what is the 
point of going to school? 

To support his contention that decreased class 
time hurts students, Yezer cited a study that 
showed “learning and improved outcomes are 
positively associated with time in the classroom.” 
Donald Lehman, vice president of Academic 
Affairs, notes that most of the best schools in the 

country have a four-by-four system and schools 
such as Yale University simply count courses 
rather than credit hours.

Also, not all faculty members agree that 
decreasing hours in the classroom is bad for 
students. Professor Tyler Anbinder, chair of 
the History Department, supports four-by-four 
because “it allows students more reading in heavy 
disciplines such as history to do more in-depth 
work in each of their classes, rather than skim-
ming the surface.”

The exact amount of money GW would save 
with four-by-four is unclear. The administration 
assumes that each student will take one fewer 
class, thus saving money, but Yezer contends that 
many students currently taking four classes will 
continue to do so. Ultimately, administrators need 
to do their homework and show how much money 
will be saved from the program. Lehman contents 
that “all the money saved by four-by-four would 
be directly reinvested in academic programs and 
not in the capital fund.” Faculty members should 
take him at his word. 

Right now, there needs to be a forthright 
debate about four-by-four for the entire GW com-
munity to see. Perhaps supporters and opponents 
could even duke it out in the pages of The Hatchet. 
This curriculum change would bring positive 
change for the University, but unless administra-
tors strongly inform the GW community about its 
positive aspects, four-by-four will go nowhere.

–The writer, a senior majoring in international 
affairs and history, is a Hatchet columnist.

In defense of four-by-four

Communicate to stop confusion on campus

Don’t welcome a one-sided president
After reading Jimmy Carter’s latest 

book, “Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid,” 
I quickly learned that Carter isn’t, as he 
claims, an “honest broker” for peace 
in the war-torn Middle East. Rather, 
he takes a one-sided approach on the 
current conflict in Israel with anti-
Zionist musings that attempt to equate 
Israel’s policies to those of Apartheid 
South Africa. In addition, he purports 
that Israel’s actions go unquestioned 
and that Congress takes a biased 
approach to the conflict. 

 As a dignified Jew and Zionist, 
I am offended that GW President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg has invited 
former president Carter to speak at our 
school. Moreover, as a GW Colonial, I 
am worried for our school’s academic 
and financial well-being. After 
Carter spoke at Brandeis University 
in mid-January, some prominent 
donors, who were disgusted with the 
school’s invitation to Carter, spoke of 
withholding financial support. This 
could be a possibility for GW. 

In addition, what does this 
invitation mean for the academic 
reputation of GW? When Carter 
recently spoke at both Brandeis and 
Emory universities, he refused to 
debate with Middle East experts 
Alan Dershowitz and Dennis Ross. 
Furthermore, at both universities, 
all questions for the question-and-
answer period were sanitized and pre-
screened. Carter even rejected the idea 
of any follow-up questions. Is this what 
he considers an academic dialogue? 
Why should we compromise our own 
standards with respect to academic 
inquiry?

Indeed, there are two compelling 
narratives in the Middle East, each 
with equally legitimate claims. Carter’s 
one-sided version offers no legitimate 
prescription for peace, and GW should 
not lend its name and reputation to 
someone who will not engage in a 
constructive dialogue on the matter.

–Aviva Berman 
Junior

Our mascot is great, but some plans 
for the future aren’t

I would like to respond to Diana 
Kugel’s plea for a clearer sense of 
the GW campus and its symbols 
(“Beating the “buff and blue” blues, 
Mar. 1, p. 4). First, GW’s teams are the 
Colonials. Second, our official mascot 
is a Colonial, who closely resembles 
George Washington. The mascot, 
named George, traditionally has had 
an alarmingly large head. And third, 
those who wear the buff and blue are 
Colonials, not hippos. 

President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, 
in his eagerness to foster school spirit, 
introduced the hippopotamus to the 
campus after he was not allowed to 
put it in his home. My hope is that it 
soon finds a new home with President 
Trachtenberg at his new residence. 

I agree with the need to further 
enhance the feel campus and to build 
on the many improvements made 
during Trachtenberg’s administration. 
While the GW campus plan contains 
positive aspects, one negative proposal 
involves new construction that would 
replace about a third of the open space 
in University Yard. This historic heart of 
GW’s campus should not be decreased 
in size – creating a strong sense of place 

for the University involves preserving 
what is important now while planning 
for the future. 

And by the way, buff and blue are 
great school colors.

–Michael La Place
Alum

Gelman laptop policy is limited and 
rational

In response to Sean Murphy’s Feb. 
22 letter to the editor (“Allow computers 
all over Gelman,” p. 4), Gelman Library 
has a no-laptops rule in effect for only 
one study room in the entire building – 
just the fifth floor graduate study room. 
To answer his point about consistency 
and potentially banning cell phones, 
that policy is actually in effect in the 
study rooms and the sixth floor. 

As you may have noticed, there 
are not enough staff members to 
enforce these rules at all times. So, not 
arbitrarily, we have set room policies 
at the request of students themselves 
to provide options for the wide variety 
of studiers in the library. We post the 
policies in the rooms to provide backup 
for peer-to-peer enforcement of them. 

After many requests for a truly 
silent study room, we implemented the 
no-laptop rule for the fifth floor study 
room, in an attempt to provide this 
service in direct response to student 
needs. 

We definitely agree that the library 
is a place to do work, which is why 
we have created opportunities for the 
diverse student body to be successful 
in their studies in a number of ways. 
If any students would like to provide 
feedback on current library policies, 
please feel free to e-mail liaison@gwu.

edu. 
–Amber Marcellino 

Graduate student 
Gelman Library student liaison

Men’s basketball is not a product
Joshua Masayoshi Huff’s letter 

to The Hatchet (“No Obligation to 
Support a Bad Team” Feb. 27, p. 4) is 
embarrassing. It is more embarrassing 
than the kids cutting in line or those 
students who shouted inappropriate 
comments about Saint Joseph’s coach 
Phil Martelli’s wife. It is embarrassing 
because it shows that those kids do 
exist at GW – the ones we all fear. 

Those are the kids we try to 
persuade our friends at home don’t 
really go to our school – the ones who 
are negative, whiny and most of all 
disloyal. For the freshmen that waltzed 
into GW last year and had a top-10 
basketball team, I’m sorry. To be a true 
fan, however, you need to experience 
losing, because without it winning 
doesn’t mean anything. And this year 
we aren’t even doing that poorly. 

Ultimately, men’s basketball coach 
Karl Hobbs says he is not expected to 
win a national championship at GW 
because of comments like the ones 
made in the aforementioned letter. 
Hobbs probably doesn’t feel that 
enough people believe in him.

Don’t view a basketball team as a 
product. Don’t view a group of men 
who work hard for a dedicated coach 
as somehow inferior to fans who 
appoint themselves as the arbiters of 
success. Finally, if you don’t support 
the team, don’t come at all. 

–Tommy Newman 
Senior 

letters to the editor

A new curricular structure must focus on quality, not quantity

JOHN

MCCORMACK 
COLUMNIST
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editorial

A former president’s visit to a college campus 
is usually expected to generate a buzz among 
students. President Jimmy Carter’s upcoming 
visit to GW, however, is instead drawing criti-
cism from some students and campus groups. 
His recent performance at other University fo-
rums is also a cause for concern. Still, Carter’s 
visit is not the dramatic affront to academic de-
bate and educational principles that its detrac-
tors depict.

Carter’s book, “Palestine: Peace Not Apart-
heid,” likens the Israeli treatment of Palestinians 
to the prejudicial Apartheid policy that existed 
in South Africa. As Carter caught flak from 
many critics for factual errors and an extreme 
point of view, he was also accused of refusing 
to engage in an open debate about his book dur-
ing visits to Brandeis and Emory universities. At 
appearances at those schools, Carter answered 
prescreened questions, refused to answer fol-
low-up queries and refused to debate the issues 
with leading foreign policy scholars.

Indeed, such watered-down appearances in 
an academic setting are detrimental to the prin-
ciples of scholarly openness and inquisition. A 
source familiar with the upcoming forum has 
ensured that Carter will take never-before-heard 
questions from the student audience, a step in 
the right direction toward an open and honest 
debate. If this is, in fact, the format of Carter’s 
visit, then GW students are guaranteed a more 
intellectually worthwhile discussion than was 
had at previous college appearances.

Carter’s openness to discussing his book 
notwithstanding, the visit of a member of this 
most elite club – the remaining four living 
presidents – to a school where a large number 
of students study foreign affairs is cause for 
celebration, not derision. While Carter may not 
debate his positions with other policymakers 
during his visit to GW, by no means is this Uni-
versity adverse to hosting a variety of opinions. 
In fact, over the past few years, student groups 
and the University brought Israelis, Palestin-
ians and U.S. policymakers with a wide spec-
trum of views on Middle East peace to campus. 
Thus, students should view campus dialogue 
in broader terms – the debate at GW on Israel-
Palestine issues does not begin and end with 
Carter’s visit.

Ultimately, it is incumbent upon students 
to read Carter’s work and understand that his 
arguments fall into a range of views about the 
Middle East, rather than to expect that a coun-
terpoint view should automatically follow the 
former president’s remarks. It is also incum-
bent upon the University to ensure that campus 
events promote academic dialogue – something 
which, at this point, is planned as part of Cart-
er’s visit.

Scholarship shift is a 
step in the right 

direction
During its announcement that GW 

would charge incoming freshmen more 
than $50,000 next year, the University also 
pledged a shift of an estimated $2.5 million 
from merit-based to need-based financial 
aid. While this decision will only affect a 
small portion of the class of 2011, it is still a 
necessary step to broadening the socio-eco-
nomic makeup of GW’s student body.

Indeed, there is a chance that GW’s new 
scholarship policy was intended as an effort 
to assuage concerns over its new position as 
the most expensive American undergradu-
ate university, rather than make a real im-
pact on the student body’s composition. 
Even if this is the rationale for the funding 
shift, administrators should take advantage 
of this change to broaden the range of stu-
dents who come to study at GW.

Fundamentally, a balance between 
need- and merit-based aid is a function of 
a debate on whether students should be re-
warded on the basis of their hard work or 
their societal situation. While merit-based 
aid may be the best indicator of a student’s 
hard work, a $50,000 price tag automatical-
ly eliminates a large number of individuals 
who will price themselves out of consider-
ation for money based on achievement.

This page has called for the Universi-
ty to look into ways to expand the back-
ground of the GW student population in 
the past, and this new scholarship could be 
an effective vehicle to achieve this goal. At 
the end of the upcoming admissions cycle, 
administrators should evaluate whether in-
creased need-based aid has had any impact 
on the demographics of incoming students. 
If the policy has prompted a broader range 
of students to apply, it may be prudent 
to expand the amount of money for these 
scholarships in the future.

Ultimately, the proposed shift is not 
enough to make a tangible difference in 
GW’s demographics; however, it could be 
a step in the right direction. Careful exami-
nation and consideration of the effects of 
more need-based aid are essential to begin 
broadening the makeup of this University’s 
students.

Don’t dismiss
Carter visit

ANDREW 
SIDDONS
COLUMNIST
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Expert discusses 
Iranian relations

Minority groups recognized

by Tori Fosdal
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Someone walking past 
the Jack Morton Auditorium 
Saturday evening might have 
mistaken the event there for 
a Hollywood-caliber awards 
show.

The Black Heritage 
Celebration Committee hosted 
the Multicultural Student Awards 
last weekend, which recognized 
student organizations and spe-
cific individuals who have made 
an impact in the multicultural 
community. About 100 people 
attended the event, which lasted 
about an hour. 

“This is the first, hopefully 
annual Multicultural Awards 
Ceremony,” said sophomore 
Nikki Lane, co-chair of the 
Black Heritage Celebration 
Committee. 

Awards were handed out in 
14 categories at the ceremony 
Saturday evening and 13 awards 
were given earlier in the evening. 
Sophomore Toochi Ngwangwa 
said students were able to vote 
for peers they thought deserved 
to be recognized. 

“This is very Oscar,” said 
Michael Tapscott, Director of the 
Multicultural Student Service 

Center, referring to the film 
award show. “We’re digging 
this.” 

Along with Director of the 
Student Activities Center Tim 
Miller, Tapscott accepted the 
award for the Best Community 
Service Project. Miller and 
Tapscott organized the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service, an 
event sponsored by the Office of 
Community Service.

Other awards include the 

Most Promising Freshman award, 
given to Elizabeth Acervedo, and 
Best Collaboration, awarded to 
the Black Women’s Forum and 
Black Men’s Initiative for their 
Battle of the Sexes basketball 
game.

The Black Student Union 
won the coveted Family Tree 
Award, an honor given to the 
most culturally inclusive orga-
nization. 

Shannon Holmes, a junior 

and president of the Black 
Student Union, accepted the 
award for Student Leader of the 
Year. 

“It’s good to be recognized 
but I have to recognize others,” 
she said. 

“I came tonight because I’m 
part of the committee and to 
support the multicultural com-
munity,” sophomore Abisola 
Okanlawon said. “It’s important 
to recognize contributions.” n

Inaugural event 
gives awards to 
leaders, groups

by Eric Walker
Hatchet Reporter 

A former presidential adviser 
and expert on the Middle East dis-
cussed the reasons behind Iran’s 
increasingly hostile relations with 
the United States in 1957 E Street 
Thursday night.

Geoffrey Kemp, director of 
Regional Strategic Programs at 
the Nixon Center, spoke to stu-
dents about the history of Iranian 
relations with the U.S. and how 
this influences current problems. 
The Elliott School of International 
Affairs’ Middle East Policy 
Forum hosted the speech entitled 
“Dialogue with Iran?” as the sec-
ond in a four-part series of lectures. 
The next speech is Thursday with 
former President Jimmy Carter. 

Kemp said the fact that the 
U.S. has no direct diplomatic rela-
tions with Iran is a large part of the 
problem.

“We should definitely be 
involved in a dialogue,” Kemp 
said. “However, we should not 
harbor any irrational expectations 
that we can end the longstanding 
conflict overnight.”

Kemp’s familiarity with the 
Middle East stems from his experi-
ence in the Department of Defense 
and his time spent as special assis-
tant to the president on national 
security affairs during the first term 
of Ronald Reagan’s presidency.

Diplomatic relations with 
the third wheel of the “Axis of 

Evil” will not be easy, Kemp said. 
Iran’s open support of groups like 
Hezbollah and Hamas – both con-
sidered terrorist organizations by 
the U.S. State Department – as 
well as Iran’s pursuit of nuclear 
technology make negotiations dif-
ficult.

Kemp said Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s sup-
port throughout the region and his 
determination for nuclear capabil-
ity are complicating factors in U.S. 
thinking about the Iranian state. 
Ahmadinejad openly calls for the 
destruction of Israel and recently 
hosted a conference questioning 
the existence of the Holocaust.

“The problem is that even 
though he may not be popular 
within his own government, he 
connects with many Shiite Muslims 
across the Middle East,” he said. 
“On the other hand, Ahmadinejad 
may have done more than the 
West could ever have dreamed of 
in terms of putting Iran’s nuclear 
capability at the top of the Bush 
administrations’ agenda. It led a 
lot of people to ask the question, 
‘Do we really want this man’s 
hand on the nuclear trigger?’”

Kemp added that the Iraq War 
is another reason why the United 
States has not opened up talks 
with Iran.

“If things had gone well in 
Iraq, it would be an entirely dif-
ferent story because Iran would be 

See IRAN, p. 10

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Students dance during an interlude at the Minority Student Awards Ceremony Saturday night at the Jack 
Morton Auditorium. Awards were given to students for various accomplishments this year.



in (without) an education background 
has definitely been difficult, just because 
there’s so many aspects of teaching you 
don’t get through the training Teach for 
America does give you.” Students who 
work for Teach for America spend the 
summer at a five-week training program, 
called Institute, before working at schools 
full-time in the fall.

Khadam-Hir said the day-to-teach 
routine of teaching fourth graders is 
stressful because he often has to tell them 
to sit down and keep quiet, but he has no 
complaints about the TFA program itself. 
The real stress comes from school district 
politics.

“I’m only a first year teacher. You 
only get taken so seriously as a first year 
teacher,” he said. “I had so many ideas 
and so many ways to better manage time 
… little things to change throughout our 
school to better our kids dramatically. I 
kind of just get pushed aside because I’m 
a first-year. All of them do.”

A handful of GW students will become 
first-year teachers in the fall, when they 
will likely begin experiencing pitfalls and 
triumphs like Khadam-Hir’s. This year, 
78 GW students have applied for Teach 
for America. By April 19, they’ll learn 
whether they’ve been accepted.

TFA partners with 1,098 schools 
nationwide, and last year there were 3,500 
graduates placed as teachers in some of 
the country’s poorest schools. Working 
at a school like Tinsley is a real challenge, 
Khadam-Hir said, adding that unlike 
students at the middle-class school he 
attended while growing up in New Jersey, 

most fourth graders at Tinsley can “barely 
read.”

The only time Khadam-Hir ever felt 
overwhelmed was one day in October, 
when he was startled to receive a notice 
that his school was on security lockdown. 
He later learned a student had been mur-
dered at a nearby high school.

“It ended up the kid’s brother and sis-
ter go to our elementary school,” he said. 
“That was probably when I thought I was 
in over my head, not just because it was 
in the neighborhood, but the kid’s siblings 
were people I could teach next year or the 
year after.”

Despite some frustrations, the highs 
of being a teacher outweigh the lows, 
Khadam-Hir said, and he prides himself 
on taming his homeroom class, which was 
composed of “a lot of the tough kids” as 
well as students with limited English pro-
ficiency. He described a student named 
James, who is attending fourth grade for 
the second time and had a rocky start to 
the school year. For the last three weeks, 
James has been in the hospital with brain 
bleeding. But before his hospitalization, 
the class took a practice version of the 
state-mandated writing test.

“I saw he had scored a perfect score 
on the multiple choice section, which 
is revising and editing other students’ 
packages. For this kid, this is crazy. It’s so 
insane. I was so happy. Visiting him in the 
hospital, he didn’t know what was going 
on, and just pulling out the test and show-
ing him the score made his day, my day, 
his mom’s day.”

Khadam-Hir’s greatest goal is to push 
the importance of higher education on 
his students. Members of the class sit in 

groups at a few tables, and each table 
group has a different Ivy League school 
designated as its name.

“I’ll say ‘Harvard, go get your sci-
ence journals.’ They know about the Ivy 
League… they’re pumped about it.” He 
says he shows students statistics that indi-
cate how much more college graduates 
earn than high school graduates – a lesson 
they understand “even 
if it’s just planting the 
seed.”

Khadam-Hir was 
one of the 18 GW stu-
dents who began work-
ing in TFA last year 
–118 had applied to the 
program. In 2005, 21 of 
107 applicants went on 
to work in TFA. The 
program is so competi-
tive because teaching 
is challenging work, 
and the organization 
only wants to accept 
the most qualified stu-
dents into its ranks to 
ensure that they will 
be successful, said Sara 
Blasing, regional communications direc-
tor for TFA.

Senior Sarah Castleman, who will 
teach high school English in Mississippi 
or Arkansas next year, said she first heard 
about the program as a freshman and has 
been thinking about it for a long time. She 
said part of what drew her to TFA was 
the program’s excellent marketing. “They 
know what they’re doing,” she said, add-
ing that the program and its relatively low 
acceptance rate “attract people who are 

attracted to competitive environments.”
She said she loves working with kids 

and helped form a music education pro-
gram at a school in Southeast and has 
worked at a community center in Adams 
Morgan.

Castleman said although she’s inter-
ested in teaching right now, she does 
not see herself making a career of it. “It 

gives me two years to 
figure out what I want 
to do next,” she said. 
“I might be teaching. I 
might not.”

Blasing said there 
is no particular “pro-
file” of potential TFA 
members, adding that 
while the overwhelm-
ing majority of mem-
bers have held campus 
leadership positions, its 
teachers come from a 
broad range of under-
graduate majors. 

Senior Daniel Balke 
will teach elementary 
school in the town of 
Gallup, N.M. or at a 

nearby Indian reservation. Balke, a native 
of New Mexico, said one of the primary 
reasons he applied for the program was 
so that he would have the opportunity to 
make a contribution to his home state. 

He said though he has known about 
the program for several years, he had 
always “kind of admired it but never 
considered it for myself.” He had planned 
on attending graduate school next year 
and had even sent out three applications, 
but a TFA recruiter helped change his 

mind. Balke said the organization’s view 
of education as a tool for empowerment 
resonated with him, and he was particu-
larly moved by TFA’s goal of eventually 
having 100 veterans of the program work-
ing as Congressional legislators.

“I’m thinking if a fourth of Congress 
members had spent time in low-income 
schooling, where would the priorities of 
our nation be? I want to be part of that 
movement, particularly the opportunity 
to do it in the home state of New Mexico 
where education is such a huge issue. The 
stars seemed to align.” After completing 
his TFA service, Balke said he wants to 
attend graduate school and then work in 
New Mexico politics.

While he’s looking forward to it 
he’s nervous about how prepared he 
will be for the program after his five 
weeks of summer TFA “boot camp” in 
Houston.

“There’s this tendency to romanticize 
the program and think ‘I’m going to… 
touch every kid right off the bat,’” Balke 
said. “I’ll admit, I still do romanticize it to 
some degree, but you just cannot prepare 
yourself. I am very realistic that this is 
going to be a challenging experience.”

Khadam-Hir said despite the chal-
lenges of teaching in a low-income com-
munity, he loves getting out of bed every 
morning because he knows his work is 
affecting students’ lives for the better.

“I know I’m going to a job where I 
make a difference, where little Ruby will 
make me smile in the morning, Gina will 
get me angry in the afternoon, but at the 
end of the day I know they’re both look-
ing up to me and will do anything I ask 
them to do.” n
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Muscian and actor Elvis Presley appears 
on television for the first time. 

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Monday, March 5, 1955:
Alexander Graham Bell is granted a 
patent for his new invention, which he 
named the telephone. 

Wednesday, March 7, 1876: 
Rapper Notorious B.I.G. is shot and 
killed in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Friday, March 9, 1997:

by Vanessa Tencati
Hatchet Reporter

If you wear gingham plaid 
shirts on TV, you will become 
famous.

GW Law School alum 
Martin Han Clarke did just 
that, and his trademark style 
helped him became one of the 
most memorable contestants 
yet to grace the screen on 
Donald Trump’s latest season 
of the hit NBC reality show, 
“The Apprentice.”

Even though Clarke was 
the first contestant to hear 
Trump’s famous catchphrase 
“You’re fired” on the show’s 
sixth season premiere last 
month, the media immediately 
took a liking to him, he said, 
propelling the 1994 graduate 
into reality TV stardom.

“Just after I was fired I 
went on a crazy media cir-
cuit,” Clarke said.  “Everyone 
commented on the gingham 
shirts I wore while on the 
show.”

With the help of his ward-
robe and his colorful personal-
ity, the 37-year-old half-African 
American, half-Japanese attor-
ney has gone from pacing the 
courtroom to producing his 
own reality show in a matter 
of months.  

Boardroom Breakdown
Despite the recent hoopla surround-

ing Clarke after he got the boot from 
Trump, Clarke said being fired from 
the show’s very first episode was not 
the way he envisioned his run on “The 
Apprentice.” But ever the optimist, 
Clarke has decided to make lemonade 
out of “The Donald’s” lemons. 

“I’d rather be kicked off first than 
third or fourth,” he said.  “So far, I’m the 
most-watched firee of the season.”

Clarke said has no regrets about 
appearing on “The Apprentice,” where 
contestants live in a communal house 
and are placed on teams to complete a 
new task each week. The winning team 
gets a prize and continues on to the next 
week, while a member of the losing team 
gets “fired” and kicked off the show.

“What has resulted from the show 
has been mostly positive.  I got a book 
deal, TV shows, I’ve been giving lec-
tures … it never would have happened 
if not for the show,” he said, adding 
that seeing himself on TV wasn’t so bad 
either.

“Quite frankly, I looked smashing.” 
Despite his positive feelings, Clarke 

said he’s still shocked that he was fired 
so early. He said he believes it was 
Ivanka Trump, Donald Trump’s daugh-
ter and season six judge, who swayed 
the vote against him.

During the boardroom meeting elim-
ination round of the first episode, the 
tables turned on Clarke when Ivanka 
revealed what she thought of him.  
Clarke said Ivanka was adamant that 

he would not fit in well with the Trump 
business group, and didn’t seem to like 
him from the start.

“I don’t see you fitting in with our 
company,” Ivanka quipped to Clarke in 
the boardroom. “I don’t see you working 
side by side with me and my father.”

Clarke protested Ivanka’s criticisms, 
but she raked him over the coals.

“I don’t like the way you talk ... the 
way you project yourself ... I feel every-
thing you say is rhetoric ... (there is) no 
hunger, no passion, no fire,” Ivanka said, 
according to a transcript of the scene 
from the South Florida Sun Sentinel.

Clarke said he is sure “if it wasn’t for 
Ivanka, I wouldn’t have been fired.” 

Nonetheless, season six’s first victim 
still tunes in to “The Apprentice” each 
week to see how the rest of his fellow 
contestants fare against Trump. 

“I watch the train wreck every week 
that the candidates have to go through.”

The Man Behind The Suit 
Like many GW students, Clarke was 

born and bred in Long Island, N.Y. He 
earned his Bachelor’s degree there at 
Adelphi University, but said he decided 
to relocate down to GW for law school 
because of the University’s credentials 
and its great location. 

“GW has one of the best law schools 
in the country,” he said. “And it’s also in 
the thick of the political epicenter of the 
universe, which is Washington, D.C.”

The bar scene didn’t hinder his deci-
sion either, said Clarke, who now lives 

in Atlanta practic-
ing law as the city’s 
senior assistant attor-
ney.   

“I really miss 
Adams Morgan, espe-
cially Heaven & Hell, 
the Bukom Café and 
Chief Ike’s Mambo 
Room,” he said.

Since graduating 
from GW, Clarke has 
practiced numerous 
types of law, includ-
ing real estate, tele-
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
utilities and commer-
cial transactions. He’s 
also worked as an 
adjunct professor at 
a handful of colleges, 
including his under-
grad Adelphi, and 
New York University.  

“One of the high-
lights of my life is 
being a mentor to 
hundreds of students 
I’ve taught,” he said.

One of GW’s law 
school faculty mem-
bers played a simi-
lar role in shaping 
Clarke’s own teach-
ing style.  Professor 
Jonathan Turley, who 
still teaches at the Law 
School today, took a 
tough-love approach 
with his students.

“I did horrible in (Turley’s) class, but 
he was young, energetic and very inter-
active. I’ve borrowed from him a lot in 
my lectures,” he said.

Charity is also important to Clarke. 
He has repeatedly volunteered for the 
Make a Wish Foundation, serving on its 
board of directors. Clarke actually met 
“The Donald” working with him on a 
project at the Make a Wash Foundation 
years before “The Apprentice” brought 
the two together again.

And speaking of Trump – just what 
exactly is he like up close and personal? 

“He is exactly as he is on TV. A very 
professional guy,” Clarke said, adding, 
“The hair is real! It definitely has its own 
personality.”

Clarke said if he had won “The 
Apprentice,” he would have expanded 
Trump’s businesses into bigger inter-
national markets, to help the real-
estate mogul make “billions (of dollars) 
more.”

But in the long run, things seemed to 
turn out well for Clarke, who now has 
the opportunity to dip his hands in a 
number of careers besides law, all thanks 
to one episode of a reality TV show. 

“It’s a really exciting time for me right 
now,” he said. “I’m working on a reality 
competition called ‘Celebrity Wingman,’ 
an amazingly witty and crazy show.”

With the help of his stint on “The 
Apprentice,” Clarke said he might now 
be able to achieve his ultimate goal: “To 
conquer the world and the universe 
beyond.” n

Pouring on the SPF 40 is something that we’ve been told to do at 
the beach since we were little kids. But how important is it that stu-
dents take the proper precautions next week on spring break while 
basking in the sun? 

Susan Haney, clinical program director for Student Health 
Services, said she thinks sunscreen is indispensable to taking good 
care of your skin if you are taking a trip to a tropical place. 

“Students should wear sunscreens with SPF of at least 30,” 
Haney said. “They’re still going to get some color with that SPF, but 
it is necessary to not burn and to avoid skin cancer and all the other 
things that come with skin damage from the sun.” 

She said that students should put it on 30 minutes before going 
out into the sun, and reapply it every two hours, especially if they 
are going into the water. 

“Water actually reflects the sun, so if you are going to swim, I 
would recommend using a waterproof SPF, because you can burn 
while you are in the water,” Haney said.

She said that most of the SPF’s are better as a lotion or cream, 
but as long as it protects, any one will do. She also said to avoid the 
sun at its peak hours. 

“10 a.m. (to) 2 p.m. is the best time to take a break because this 
is when the sun is the strongest and can do the most damage to the 
skin,” she said.

While many students like to head to the tanning salon to get a 
base tan before their travels, Haney said she would not suggest hit-
ting the tanning beds. 

“Tanning beds are actually just as dangerous as the real sun,” 
she said “There is nothing I can say from a medical standpoint about 
safe tanning except to use the spray on tan, because it really does do 
a lot of damage to your skin.”

According to the American Cancer Society, exposure to ultra vio-
let rays from the sun is one of the main causes for skin cancer. 

“The sun has a cumulative effect,” Haney said. “Many people 
think that if you tan gradually, you’re safe, but in reality, tanning of 
any sort is harmful.” 

If you do get burned, she recommends taking an anti-inflamma-
tory such as aspirin four times a day to treat the sunburn, and use 
aloe vera locally to soothe it. If there is blistering or swelling, she 
said the spring breaker should seek medical attention.

Another tip Haney would make to students for a healthier spring 
break is to always stay hydrated. 

“You should constantly drink water while you’re in the sun to 
avoid getting dehydrated,” she said.

Mixing alcohol on the beach isn’t a very good idea either. “The 
dehydrating effect of the sun and drinking alcohol will speed up 
intoxication and make you feel dizzy and nauseous,” Haney said.

Also while abroad, there are certain things to watch out for, like 
the local water or food.

“To be safe, you should drink only bottled water, and avoid put-
ting ice cubes in your drinks,” Haney said. She recommends using 
bottled water even when you’re brushing your teeth. “Students 
should try to avoid raw fish and meat, and make sure if they are 
eating fruits, that they are washed properly.”

She said it seems students are much more vulnerable to illnesses 
during spring break because they make a lot more visits to student 
health the week they come back. 

“We are usually very busy the week the students get back from 
spring break,” Haney said. “Students come in with stomach viruses, 
bad sunburns, viral illnesses, and colds and orthopedic injuries.”

One thing everyone can do? Pick up a spring break kit available 
at student health. It’s packed with samples of sunscreens, condoms 
and information packets. And, of course, don’t forget to pack your 
sun block! n

–Nour Hammour

“Weekly check up” is a regular feature in the Life section. If you have a 
health topic you want to know more about, e-mail features@gwhatchet.com. 

WEEKLY 
UP

sun protection

All fired up

“I ... do romanticize (the 
program) to some

 degree, but you just 
cannot prepare yourself. 
I am very realistic that 
this is going to be a 

challenging experience.”

DAN BALKE
SENIOR

Courtesy Martin Han Clarke
GW Law School alum Martin Han Clarke was the first contestant to 
be fired on the sixth season of Donald Trump’s reality show, “The 
Apprentice.”

 Alumnus moves on after stint on “The Apprentice”

Teach for America: sending GW students back to school
 continued from p. 1
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Junior Stephanie Robichaux, a double major 
in journalism and anthropology, is spending 
the spring semester studying with the Semester 
at Sea program. A few times this semester she, 
along with other students spread out across the 
globe, will share her experiences and observations 
abroad as one of The Hatchet’s “GW expats.”

After a week at sea, 700 other Semester 
at Sea participants and I were dying to see 
land. The excitement of being on the ship 
eventually wore off somewhere between 
Puerto Rico and Salvador, Brazil. Despite 
all the horror stories I heard about crime in 
Brazil, I was dying just to feel the solid earth 
underneath my feet again.  

Semester at Sea’s itinerary afforded us 
four days of Carnival in Bahia, Brazil’s 
northern state. After three days in the city, 
I was ready to leave the craze of Carnival 
behind and head to Cachoeira, a peace-
ful town on the Paraguacu River. I was 
looking forward to walking through the 
historic town snapping pictures without the 
threat of having my camera stolen at knife-
point. We American students had not been 
met with open arms in Salvador. I walked 
down the streets, constantly looking over 
my shoulder in fear of being mugged as 
others had been.

On the way to Cachoeira the tour bus 
stopped at an open-air farmer’s market. 
As we strolled by the stands 
of produce, little kids ran up to 
us, eager to have their pictures 
taken. The people were happy, 
peaceful. It was Fat Tuesday and 
almost everything was closed, 
but families sat under umbrel-
las as local music blasted from 
someone’s car speakers. They 
smiled as we passed by, quietly 
observing the busload of white 
people who had invaded their 
tiny community.

After a brief walk through 
the center of town, we contin-
ued to Cachoeira. The pictur-
esque 16th-century town was 
colorful and cheerful, just like 
the Brazilians who waved at 
us as we entered. As the large 
yellow bus rolled down the narrow cobble-
stone streets, I couldn’t help but feel as 
though we were out of place.

Cachoeira seemed untouched by mod-
ernization. Except for the occasional Coca-
Cola sign and automobile that I saw, I felt 
as though I had been taken back in time. 
The churches and rows of buildings had 

maintained their original character, a blend 
of European architecture and vibrant tropi-

cal colors.
As we made our way back 

to meet the bus by the river, 
the group split. I stopped on a 
side street to take photos of the 
charming old buildings. A little 
girl sat on the stoop in front of 
a pink stucco house. She had 
her knees tucked into her chest, 
and she watched her pet kitten 
prance back and forth down the 
empty sidewalk. She was sur-
rounded by pieces of art.

I snapped a few pictures 
of her as she traced her fingers 
along the doorway. I am pretty 
sure that she knew she was 
being watched but did a great 
job of pretending she didn’t. 
Afterwards, I decided I would 

try to talk to her. “Tu nombre?” I said, hop-
ing that she would understand my pitiful 
Spanish of asking for her name. “Daniella,” 
she replied, glancing up at me for a moment 
with eyes the color of coffee.

She continued to watch her kitten play 
in the street. As I admired the artwork I 
attempted to have a conversation with her 

in broken Spanish. “This is beautiful,” I said 
as I pointed to the canvases. “Did you make 
them?” She nodded yes.

I didn’t believe her, but then again, 
there is a good chance that she had no idea 
what I was saying. She asked me my name, 
and I told her. She studied my face, my 
clothes, my shoes. I was a pale blond girl 
wearing pants and flip-flops. She had bare 
feet and donned a pink sundress, a perfect 
complement to her bronzed skin and dark-
brown wavy hair.

I asked her if the cat belonged to her. She 
nodded and told me his name. I couldn’t 
understand what she said but smiled as 
though I did. As I was about to say goodbye 
and walk away, her sister appeared in the 
doorway and introduced herself. I told Ana 
it was nice to meet her and waved goodbye.

I looked back, and Daniella smiled and 
waved. She grabbed her cat, which was 
nosing through a pile of garbage, let out a 
little squeal and went inside. As she closed 
the wooden door behind her, the street 
returned to its lifeless state.

I longed to stay in Cachoeira. It was 
peaceful there. But it wasn’t the right time 
for me to do that. Maybe I’ll go back later 
in life, but for now, it’s back on board the 
boat. n

Stepping off the boat into Brazilian beauty
GW EXPAT

STEPHANIE  
ROBICHAUX

GW EXPAT

ONLINE AT
GWHATCHET.COM

n More tales from 
abroad with other 
GW Expats.

n Blogs from Eve, 
the Hatchet’s own 
sex expert.

n More of  your 
favorite columns 
like “What’s the 
Deal With” and the 
“Weekly Check-Up”.
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*NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. CUSTOMERS RECEIVE $400 FROM TOYOTA TOWARDS LEASING OR FINANCING THE PURCHASE OF NEW UNTITLED TOYOTA MODELS THROUGH PARTICIPATING TOYOTA 
DEALERS AND TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES. SEE DEALER OR VISIT WWW.TOYOTAFINANCIAL.COM/FINANCE FOR DETAILS. COLLEGE GRADUATE  PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR TERMINATION AT ANY TIME. 

ANY NEW 
TOYOTA OF 

YOUR CHOICE*

AS A COLLEGE GRAD, YOU 
MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR

2007 
FJ 
CRUISER

2007 
COROLLA 

2007 
YARIS

WWW.TOYOTALIVEWEB.COM
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by Karelia Pallan
Hatchet Staff Writer

About 400 students danced for a good cause in the 
Continental Ballroom Sunday at GW Dance Marathon’s 
annual Hippothon. 

The six-hour event, which raises money for the local 
Children’s National Medical Center, is the culminating 
event for GWDM, which donates all the proceeds to charity. 
The event featured continuous music, free food, competi-
tions and prizes. The marathon’s time was reduced this year 
– it used to be a 12-hour marathon.

“(The change was) to encourage more students to 
participate in order to build a student support base,” said 
Karen Hussein, the chair of the event.

Event organizers and members of Colonial Cabinet, the 
summer orientation leaders, motivated the participants. 
There are only two rules: no participant can sit down or 
wear a watch.

GWDM is part of the Children’s Miracle Network’s 
Dance Marathon program, which extends to universities 
around the country to benefit local children’s hospitals. In 
the seven years that GW Dance Marathon has existed, it has 
donated more than $40,000 to the local Children’s National 
Medical Center, organizers said. 

About a dozen fraternities and sororities registered for 
the event and attended as a group. GWDM recommends 
that registered individuals raise $100 and that groups raise 
$500 by asking for donations from friends and family mem-
bers. 

Senior Grace Friedberger said her sisters from the soror-
ity Phi Sigma Sigma raised about $585 for the event by ask-
ing the chapter to contribute and going door-to-door. 

 “One girl raised $90 by knocking on doors at Thurston, 
telling them about the event, and asking for donations,” 
she said.

An individual could also attend the day of the event 
without registering and pay a $10 entrance fee.

“I came to help out the kids and to contribute to a good 
cause,” said Jane Lee, a junior who arrived with a group of 
friends. 

Many organizations helped co-sponsor the event, 
including the Student Association, Panhellenic Council, 
Program Board, Marvin Center Governing Board and 

Dining Services Commission. 
The first dance marathon was held at Penn 

State University in 1973. The event eventually 
grew to a 48 hour-long extravaganza that raises $2 
million annually. After another successful dance 
marathon was started at Indiana University, the 
Children’s Miracle Network was set up to start 
and administer programs across the country. n

Students dance six hours for children’s health

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Freshman Mel Kramer (left) and sophomores Estelle Charlu, Erin Knopf and 
Laura Polden dance on-stage during the Hippothon Dance Marathon Sunday 
afternoon in the Marvin Center Grand Ballroom. 

Annual event raises money 
for Children’s Medical Center

Plan passes 
another hurdle

by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer

The GW community came 
one step closer to a final vote 
on the new 20-year Campus 
Plan Thursday afternoon as 
the National Capital Planning 
Commission unanimously 
passed the proposal, with some 
restrictions.

After hearing from GW offi-
cials, students and Foggy Bottom 
residents, the NCPC sent the 
Campus Plan back to the D.C. 
Zoning Commission for a final 
vote. The commissioners said 
the Campus Plan, which would 
guide new University develop-
ment, is acceptable in its current 
form with the exception that 

it must adhere to a 1910 stat-
ute regarding building height 
restrictions. 

The NCPC is a federal com-
mission that reviews new devel-
opment in the context of the his-
torical and cultural intentions 
of the original city design. The 
Campus Plan had to be submit-
ted before the NCPC because 
it affected such areas as 23rd 
Street and Washington Circle, 
which D.C. Grand Planner 
Pierre Charles L’Enfant consid-
ered integral portions of the city 
in his 18th century designs.

The 20-year Campus Plan 
calls for vertical growth of GW 
buildings as well as expan-
sion of Gelman Library, several 
residence halls and the Marvin 
Center. The proposal also 
includes construction of a new 
science facility in place of the 
parking garage on 22nd and I 
streets and a cancer center near 
the hospital.

GW proposed the Campus 
Plan before the NCPC after 
receiving approval from the 
D.C. Zoning Commission in 
early February. The approval 
came after eight hearings start-
ing in September, and the final 
decision should be made within 
the next month.

Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer Lou Katz made 
the case for GW Thursday night 
along with several students 
who voiced their support for 
the plan. Some Foggy Bottom 
residents also backed the pro-
posal, while others testified in 
opposition to the plan.

Katz was very enthusiastic 
about the ruling, which put GW 
closer to a final decision. 

“We believe the plan has 
received its broad support 
because of its lasting benefits to 
all stakeholders, instead of look-
ing at our campus on a proj-
ect-by-project basis it does so 
comprehensively for 20 years,” 
Katz wrote in an e-mail.

He added that the Campus 
Plan had always taken into con-
sideration the height restrictions 
emphasized by the commission 
and that the University is ready 
to begin implementing the com-
ponents of the plan after receiv-
ing approval from the Zoning 
Commission.

A statement Foggy Bottom 

See CAMPUS, p. 10



Thai Place

GWorld
Accepted

Patio Dining/Private
Party Room/Full Bar/Free
Delivery/Free Catering

Sun-Thurs 11am-10:30pm
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

4:30-7:30PM everyday
Half Price Beer & Cocktails

(after first regular priced drink)

245 - RENT DC

GREAT HOUSE in Shaw/Logan Circle: 
1503 Marion St., NW. Three Bedrooms 
(two large, one small), two baths. Two 
blocks from subway. Walk to downtown, 
Convention Center, Verizon Center, Du-
pont Circle, U St. Grogecy store and new 
rec. center one block away. Available 
April 1. $2500 per month. Call Bernard at 
202.251.1975 

ONE BEDROOM APT. in Shaw/Logan 
Circle St., NW. Walk to downtown, Con-
vention Center, Verizon Center, Dupont 
Circle, U St. Two blocks from subway. 
Grocery store and new rec. center one 
block away. Available April 1. $1000 per 
month. Call Bernard at 202.251.1975. 

255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in 
total monthly payment). Open house ev-
ery Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and 
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU 
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof 
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious 
layout, stainless steel appliances, plenty 
of closet space in a newly renovated, pet 
friendly building. Please contact Julie to 
visit at 202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, 
#107. 

CLOISTERS HOME IN GEORGETOWN 
COMPLETELY REMODELED. FOR 
SALE DETAILS @ www.3644reservoir.
com. 

CONDO FOR SALE Why rent when you 
can own! Great Investement- 1br. 1bt. 
in FogBtm near G-town New hardwood 
fl oors. pvt. patio. cnt. air. 1 garage space 
$384,500 cell: 973-224-1254 

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www. AdDriveTeam.com. 

610 - CHILD CARE

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/HOUR Regis-
ter FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com.

615 - FULL TIME

LANDSCAPE SUPERINTENDENT 
Landscape company needs experienced 
landscape superintendent to manage 
crews. Must be bi-lingual, dependable, or-
ganized. Must have hands on experience 
in landscape construction, working knowl-
edge of plant materials, soils, mulches, 
drain tile, etc. Must be able to operate a 
bobcat and excavator. Must have good 
driving record. We offer excellent salary, 
health insurance, paid vacation and more. 
Call for interview 703-850-3453. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

PAID INTERNSHIP Be As You Are - a hip, 
fun, and ambitious wholesale clothing 
and accessory company - seeks highly 
organized and enthusiastic student to join 
our team as a paid intern to assist with 
multiple offi ce-related responsibilities. 
Flexible hours and fun environment. A 
great experience. Email your resume to 
HR@beasyouare.com. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Customer Support Intern

Alarm.com ñ Tech company in Tysons 
Corner seeks current and graduating stu-
dents for summer internships beginning 
April/May. Strong communication, prob-
lem solving and teamwork skills required. 
Fun & fast-paced. $12+/hour. E-mail: 
careers@alarm.com.                                

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

655 - ON CAMPUS

GRAPHICS DESIGNER
Are you creative? Looking to earn 

money for your creativity? The GW 
Hatchet is looking for someone to 
design web advertising and other 

web-based graphics and web pages for 
Hatchet promotions and advertisers. Do 

you have 10 hours a week and some 
experience? Email Howard Marshall 
at hmarshall@gwhatchet.com with 

qualifi cations, availability and design 
samples. Pay starts at $7.25/hour plus 
some commission and plenty of room 

for advancement.

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

665 - PART TIME

ART MUSEUM GALLERY GUARD 
National Museum of Women in the Arts 
seeks part time gallery guards for 9am to 
5pm shifts M-Sa and 12pm to 5pm Su. 
For full job description and other avail-
able postions go to www.nmwa.org. Send 
cover letter and resume to HR@nmwa.
org EOE                                                   
            

STAFF NEEDED FOR            
SPRING EVENTS! 

We are currently seeking:
 BARTENDERS / SERVERS 

COOKS & CHEFS 
Apply in person 

at 
1432 Duke Street Alexandria, 

Virginia 22314 
Between the hours of 10am-6pm 

Monday thru Saturday 
Or 

Email: jobs@penguinstaff.com 

ART MUSEUM RETAIL ASSOCIATE 
National Museum of Women in the Arts 
seeks a part time sales associate for the 
Museum Shop. Candidate must be fl ex-
ible and willing to work approximately 20 
hours per week, including most week-
ends. For full job description and other 
available positions go to www.nmwa.org. 
Email cover letter, resume and salary re-
quirements to HR@nmwa.org. EOE 

EGG DONATION Now interviewing appli-
cants to be egg donors for medical pro-
ceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.sur-
rogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or 
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Offi ces, P. 

KSTREET LOUNGE SERVER
Bottle server needed at kstreet lounge. 
Earn up to $500 a night at the hottest 
venue in the city. Send resume and 

photo to info@kstreetdc.com.

FRONT DESK PERSON needed at DC 
Condominium building near Dupont Circle 
Metro. Weekday, evening and weekend 
shifts available. Must be personable and 
have some customer service experience. 
Please fax resume to (202) 387-1989 or 
websterhousecondo@comcast.net. 

665 - PART TIME

STAFF ASSISTANT Higher Education 
Association seeks part time student as-
sistants to support fi nance, meetings and 
membership department activities. Great 
staff and location (just 2 blocks from Du-
pont Circle Metro on 19th Street) make 
this the perfect part-time position! Please 
email resume and workweek availability                 
to hr@ncura.edu Thank you!                    

LIFEGUARDS Now hiring lifeguards all 
over the DC Metro area. Training avail-
able, fl exible schedules. Perfect summer 
job for students! Call 1-800-966-2500 or 
email aray@communitypools.com 

675 - SUMMER JOBS

SERVERS AND HOSTS NEEDED El-
ephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is 
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown, 
blocks from the White House and min-
utes from the Capitol, we have become 
a favorite hang out for area profession-
als. High volume, huge patio & fun at-
mosphere make it a great place to work. 
Currently we are seeking SERVERS & 
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
 Washington, DC 20004 Tel: 202-347-
7707 1 block from Metro Center 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 Poppycock
4 Explorer ___

Polo
9 God of love

13 Daredevil
Knievel

15 Reside
16 Himalayan

priest
17 Road sign #1
19 Genesis garden
20 Actress Verdugo

of “Marcus
Welby, M.D.”

21 Renter’s
agreement

23 Item scrambled
or poached

24 Will’s subject
26 Road sign #2
28 Santa’s helper
30 “___ harm”

(medical maxim)
31 Road sign #3

37 M-1’s and 
AK-47’s

40 Slender nails
41 Life story, in

brief
42 “The stage ___”
43 Child’s request
44 Road sign #4
46 Oolong and

others
49 Racehorse, to a

bettor
50 Road sign #5
54 Wood nymphs,

in myth
59 Stately tree
60 Bogged down
62 Really love

something, with
“up”

63 Willowy
65 Road sign #6
67 Proctor’s call
68 Snakes in the

road?
69 Prefix with byte

70 Observed
71 Songstress

Della
72 Whom you

might see in
your rearview
mirror if you
ignore the
above signs

DOWN
1 Gen. in the

Confederacy
2 Flattened circles
3 Doctrine
4 Roman 1,550
5 Wanted soldier
6 Stitch again
7 Cloudless
8 Fatherland,

affectionately
9 Hearty brew

10 Degraded
11 Alpha’s opposite
12 Slender and

long-limbed
14 Horne of “The

Lady and Her
Music”

18 Takes care of
the food for the
party

22 Musician Brian
25 Lodge member
27 Grind, as teeth
29 Little lies
31 “Peacock”

network
32 “… man ___

mouse?”
33 Show silently
34 Fancy goodbye

35 Tiny criticism
36 Thug
38 ___ culpa
39 Regulation:

Abbr.
42 “Amen!”
45 Cushion
47 Supplier of PIN

money?

48 Fast pitch with
a curve

50 Homes in trees
51 Kukla, Fran and

___
52 Jagged, as a

leaf’s edge
53 All keyed up
55 Yin’s opposite

56 Cellar’s
opposite

57 San ___, 
Calif.

58 Rein, e.g.
61 Fawns’ mothers
64 Fraternity

members
66 Mao ___-tung

Puzzle by C. W. Stewart

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
C A N A L B E S T S

K E R O S E N E I N L A W
A L A N K I N G A L I K E
B I G T I M E R S A M E A S
U S E R N A M E T R I S T E
L A S A G N E S I G E T I T

A T P R E S E N T
P I A S T E R R E S T A G E
U N D E R R A T E
S T A L I N O D O M E T E R
A R M A N I P A L O M I N O
N E S S I E S T I L E T T O

P A S D E P O N D E R E D
I L I A L O R D E R E R S
D E E D S T S A R S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72
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609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014
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ACROSS

1 Lock locale
6 Licks

11 Some rocket
fuel

14 One lost
through
divorce

15 He said
“Marriage is
nature’s way 
of keeping us
from fighting
with strangers”

16 Not disparate
17 Pooh-bah
18 Matching, with

“the”
20 Chat room info
21 Mournful
22 Potluck

panfuls
23 Words before 

a sarcastic 
“ha ha”

24 Now
26 Part of a pound
32 Put on again
33 Review

unfairly
35 Political leader

from Georgia
36 Driving range

device?
43 Name in high

fashion
44 Trigger, e.g.
45 Nickname in

tabloids
46 Eyelet creator
47 Deux or trois

lead-in
48 Chewed on
49 Of a pelvic

bone
50 Some store

officials
51 Knight’s list

52 Peter and 
Paul, but not
Mary

DOWN
1 In opposition to
2 Kind of price
3 American

painter of 
sports scenes

4 Half of an old
comedy duo

5 Deck chair 
part

6 Radial
alternative

7 Supplements
8 Most vile
9 Breaks with

service?
10 Producing

bullets?
11 World capital 

on a river of 
the same 
name

12 Woman in a
“Paint Your
Wagon” song

13 Shows no 
sign of 
abating

19 Otto’s 
preceder

25 Lions and 
tigers and 
bears

26 U.N.
beachhead
during the
Korean War

27 Stout

28 Water

29 Part of an
Ethiopian
emperor’s title

30 Columbus
discovery of
1498

31 The Big Easy
34 Most coveted

position
37 Brazilian

beach resort
38 Crumble
39 Foreign

dignitaries

40 British
chemist’s
solution
strength

41 Maze
marking

42 Chancel
symbols

Puzzle by Harvey Estes

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
T I M E W A R P T A C T I C
E V A M A R I E A M A R N A
J A L F R E D P R U F R O C K
A N O T A E B O M I L L E
N I N A S S O L D B L O W
O V E N J O Y O U S O V A

T H E U S R A P P E L
C I N E A S T D E K L E R K
R O O S T S P O S S E
A L T H E L L A S N E I L
C A S E L A O S S A N T E
K N O C K I S I A H S S E
S T F R A N C I S X A V I E R
U H A U L S V A L H A L L A
P E R S I A E Y E S L E F T
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17 18 19
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24 25
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33 34
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43 44

45 46

47 48

49 50

51 52
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Edited by Will Shortz No. 0120
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve. Seek and you 

shall score
M R H E C L K C

R F C A M S J P

G K E T C A S O

T R G M A T D N

A S R R T S A B

Y R E H E C S E

T A C M F X R T

U I O D S A T R

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com

Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring 
Online 
Classroom

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton 
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication

Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

Compensation is provided.

Please call: 301-594-8705 (TTY: 1-866-411-1010)
http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health 
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research
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http://www.http://www.
smartissexysexy.
myarbonne.commyarbonne.com
Smart is sexy.
Be smart about caring for your skin.
Choose Arbonne®.
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These materials have been produced by Jennifer Mosley, an Arbonne 
Independent Consultant, and are not offi cial materials prepared or 
provided by Arbonne International LLC.

Need Spring or Summer 

Interns?  

Have a Summer Job to 
Fill?  

Moving Out?  

Now is the perfect time to 
advertise. 

From now until April 30th 

you can save 50% on your 
spring help wanted and for 
rent ads just by using the 
code “Spring07” when you 
place your order via our 

website.  
If you have any questions, 

Call (202) 994-7079.

Online Classifi eds
www.gwhatchet.com/classifi eds
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MANICURE PEDICURE

SPECIALPRICESONWAXING

This is a placeholder for legalese. This is a 
placeholder for legalese. 

Visit your college bookstore or dummies.com to fi nd out more!

Coming 
soon!

Spend your study breaks 

with Dummies—
and do more!

 Visit dummies.com 
  for our new   
        author podcasts!

IRAN
from p. 5

scared of United States inter-
vention,” Kemp said. “This is 
not the case. Instead we botched 
things up in Iraq, and we are no 
longer in a good bargaining 
position.”

Kemp prefaced his discus-
sion with a historical account 
of the United States’ tumultu-
ous relationship with Iran. He 
said the Iran hostage crisis of 
1979, U.S. support of Iraq in 
the 1980s Iran-Iraq war and an 
active U.S. weapons embargo 
on Iran are all factors in with 
relations with that country.

Iran justifies its antagonistic 

agenda as defensively neces-
sary given this history, Kemp 
said. State security and eco-
nomic stability are threatened 
by this history and American 
interests.

“The reasons we gave for 
invading Iraq and toppling 
Saddam Hussein are the same 
arguments we are now using 
against (Iran), and that scares 

them,” Kemp said.
Kathleen Reilly, director 

of the Elliott School’s Public 
Affairs, said Kemp’s speech is 
important as part of the Middle 
East Policy Forum. She said the 
policy forum is a step towards 
a greater focus on the Middle 
East, with the Elliott School 
working on a master’s degree 
in Middle Eastern Studies. n

CAMPUS
from p. 8

Association President Joy 
Howell read at the commission 
hearing expressed residents’ 
concerns that GW is using the 
Zoning Commission to further 
the financial needs of the school 
and with disregard for the com-
munity.

“Subsidizing commercial 
expansion of a private, non-
profit through the back door of 
zoning approval is not legiti-
mate public policy … Does the 
city even want a historic resi-
dential neighborhood in Foggy 
Bottom 20 years down the 
road?” the statement said. “The 
added density, and the increase 
in commercial and retail uses of 
this project, will have one major 
effect – further transforming 
the character of the residential 
Foggy Bottom neighborhood in 
ways that will make that neigh-
borhood unrecognizable as a 
distinct residential community.”

The Foggy Bottom 
Association, a neighborhood 
group dedicated to preserving 
the residential nature of the com-
munity, has been joined by the 
local Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission in its dissent over 

the Campus Plan. Michael 
Thomas, a West End resident 
and chairman of ANC 2A, did 
not dispute the NCPC ruling, 
but believed that the entire pro-
cess of GW’s application has 
been unfair toward the neigh-
borhood.

The NCPC commissioners 
remarked at their hearing the 
impressive amount of student 
involvement GW has put into 
developing the Campus Plan. 
Nine students provided testi-
mony toward its merits for the 
student population Thursday 
night, said Tracy Schario, direc-
tor of Media Relations.

Casey Pond, a junior and 
a recent candidate for Student 
Association president, said cur-
rent students will feel the ini-
tial effects of the 20-year imple-
mentation while they attend the 
school, but that its most sig-
nificant effects will be down 
the road. He said developments 
will increase the standing of the 
University and bring a better 
reflection upon its graduates.

“It’s really exciting to see all 
the students involved,” he said 
noting that there have been at 
least 25 students at each com-
mission hearing. “Stay informed 
and take pride in the University, 
and we’ll see it become a top-
tier school.” n

 The fact that in the last four years a 
slated candidate has never won the pres-
idential race causes some to question the 
advantages of candidates running on a 
slate. While slates have not helped the 
president win, they havebeen an almost 
unstoppable force in electing senators. 
been an almost unstoppable force in 
electing senators. 

This year the Student Union slate, 
on which junior Marc Abanto ran and 
lost the presidency, will occupy all 20 
undergraduate senate seats – a clean 
sweep. Last year the Real GW slate, on 
which senior Morgan Corr ran and lost 
the presidency in the runoff, took all but 

three of the undergraduate senate seats. 
While no slated presidential runoff 

candidate has won, slated senate candi-
dates have dominated the election. 

Richard Fowler, a sophomore who 
ran on the Student Union slate and won 
an at-large seat credited his win to work-
ing with his slate. 

 “We had a good ground strategy 
and a diverse slate with people from all 
branches of student government,” he 
said.

Pond said when a presidential can-
didate picks a team of students, they are 
shaping the senate, not the voters.

“It just seems like students have this 
idea that if they don’t run on a slate they’ll 
lose,” he said. “It makes it so that the sen-
ate isn’t being chosen by students – this 
year Marc Abanto chose the senate.”

Former presidential candidate Ben 
T r a -
v e r s e , 
a 2006 

graduate, established the Coalition for 
Reform two years ago, which won all 
but two undergraduate senate seats, but 
lost in the runoff election for president. 

“I think slates are good for the SA,” 
he said. “It’s not a political party, it’s 
people who want to work together to 
get things done.” 

 Traverse said he hopes presidential 
candidates will not be discouraged from 
running on a slate in the future.

“My goal was to run with a group 
of people and to not just get me elected 
but to get a group of people elected,” he 
said. “The president needs to focus on 
that campaign and let senators focus on 
theirs.”

Former SA President Audai Shak-
our, also a 2006 graduate, beat Traverse 
in the runoff, and does not favor slates.

“It goes to show that people really 
stop and look at the qualifications and 
they do not vote on who’s on a slate,” 
Shakour said. “It proves that candidates 

can’t rely on their slate to come out and 
support them twice in a row.” 

Omar Woodard, a graduate student 
and also a former SA President said 
slates can make it difficult for the SA to 
work together.  

“(Slates are) a terrible idea,” he said. 
“It’s terrible for SA cohesion. When a 
president and EVP come in and has 
a completely different senate it’s not 
healthy.” 

The chair of the senate, executive 
vice president-elect sophomore Brand 
Kroeger, said even though he ran inde-
pendent from all of the other senators 
and the president-elect sophomore Ni-
cole Capp, all their differences will be 
worked out.  

“I have a bridge to build between 
an independent president and the sena-
tors,” Kroeger said. “(Student Union 
members) have said the slate has been 
abolished, but the best thing is for SA to 
work as one cohesive unit.” n

SLATE
from p. 1

“I do not regret any 
candidate running on 
our slate, every person 
on our campaign was 
great,” he said Thursday 
night. “If I could change 
one thing I would fo-
cus more on graduate 
votes.”
 The Student Union 
slate almost swept the 
senate, gaining all of the 
undergraduate senate 
seats in this year’s elec-
tion. The only under-
graduate seat not won 
outright was a School of 
Business seat which the 
slate picked up when 

the previous winner 
of the seat, junior Matt 
Cohen, was disqualified 
from the election by the 
JEC for overspending 
on campaign finances, 
JEC records show. 

Third-place candi-
date for the SoB Sen-
ate seat, freshman Jake 
Lansburgh from the Stu-
dent Union, will replace 
Cohen as SoB senator-
elect. Kroeger said that 
Cohen will be appealing 
the JEC’s decision to the 
SA Student Court.

The newly elected 
SA representatives 
from the past two 
weeks will assume 
their seats at the end of 
April during a swear-
ing-in ceremony. n

RUNOFF
from p. 2



Peace Corps
Information Session

Learn how you can use your degree
and experience to impact the lives

of others...and your own.

Wednesday, March 7

GW University Career Center
Workshop Room

1922 F Street, NW
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

For more information, contact:
rmofsowitz@peacecorps.gov

Peace Corps.

Life is calling.
How far will you go?

800.424.8580
www.peacecorps.gov

Teach English in Japan! 

Enthusiastic and professional individuals are invited to apply to teach English conversation
to adults and children at one of our 300+ AEON schools throughout Japan.

Recruiting in New York on the Weekend of April 21st

And on Weekdays throughout the Year
Seniors earning B.A. / B.S. may apply.

� Housing Assistance� Competitive Salary � Furnished Apartment
Please e-mail resume and 500-word essay (“Why I
Want to Live and Work in Japan”) by April 12th to:
aeonnyc@aeonet.com.

www.aeonet.com

SPORTS
Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

      88 NUMBER CRUNCH
–Days since the GW women’s basketball team 
last lost. GW’s last lost came when they fell to 

Maryland 73-48 on Dec. 7, 2006.
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Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Freshman Damien Hollis attempts a layup over Duquesne’s Scott Grote 
during GW’s 88-80 win over the Dukes Sunday at Smith Center.

For third year, GW 
reaches 20 wins

by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

On a day dedicated to seniors, 
it was a trio of GW’s underclass-
men who stole the show.

Freshmen Damian Hollis and 
Travis King were two of five 
GW players to score double fig-
ures in leading GW to an 88-80 
win over Duquesne in front of 
an announced crowd of 3,691 at 
Smith Center.

The win gave the Colonials 
the third seed and a bye in the 
Atlantic 10 tournament, to be 
played March 7-11 in Atlantic City, 
N.J. It was also a monumental win 
for the program as the Colonials 
recorded its third consecutive 

20-win season, finishing the year 
with a 20-8 record overall and 11-5 
in the Atlantic 10.

Hollis continued a stretch of 
impressive performances by scor-
ing a team- and career-high 18 
points to go along with a career-
high 12 rebounds, enough to give 
the Florida native his first career 
double-double. Sophomore Rob 
Diggs came off the bench to score 
17 and grab seven rebounds and 
Hollis’ classmate, point guard 
Travis King, had 11 points and 
nine assists.

“Travis is a tremendous play-
er,” senior Carl Elliott said. “Him 
going out and having the game he 
had was good for him. He needed 
to have a game like that so his 
confidence level is extra high, and 
we needed that going into the (A-
10) tournament.”

Elliott had an unremarkable 
game, his last game at Smith 
Center. He scored eight points 
and had six rebounds and five 
assists in the win, his 47th 
at Smith Center, to go along 
with five career home losses. 
After the game, Elliott said 
he was sad to play his last 
game on GW’s home court 
and wished he had closed 
with a better game individu-
ally, but was glad to get a win. 
Elliott and his fellow seniors, 
Dokun Akingbade and Regis 
Koundjia, were honored before 
the game.

GW led the entire game 
except for a brief stretch 
early in the second half, but 
the Colonials played sloppy 
throughout. Botched alley-
oops, missed dunks and 
charges accounted for much of 
the team’s offense, especially 
during the first half, and GW 
had 18 turnovers in the game.

Coach Karl Hobbs said 
he was pleased by the team’s 
rebounding, an area in which 
the team has been inconsistent 
this year. GW out-rebounded 
the Dukes 44-to-30 overall and 
were led by Hollis, whose pre-

vious career-high was six. 
Hobbs did not seem pleased 

by the game’s officiating, judging 
by his chasing down of an official 
after the game to express his dis-
pleasure. He would not comment 
on the subject after the game.

Junior Maureece Rice’s grand-
mother passed away Friday night, 
causing the guard to play just 15 
minutes, almost all in the first 
half, before sitting the remainder 
of the game. 

“He was really struggling 
today; he had a tough day,” Hobbs 
said. “I think, emotionally, he had 
a lot coming at him and he hasn’t 
been well in about two weeks 
when she’s been very ill.”

After losing four key players 
from last season, Hobbs said he 
thought this year’s team’s success 
was special. 

“This team got more out of 
what it had than any (GW) team 
in a while, in my opinion,” Hobbs 
said.

The fourth-seeded Colonials 
will play their first Atlantic 10 
tournament game March 8 at 9 
p.m. against the winner of the 
Saint Joseph’s-Temple game. 
Given the team’s lack of depth, 
Hobbs said that earning a bye in 
the first round of the tournament 
was essential.

“I couldn’t imagine us win-
ning four games in a row,” Hobbs 
said. “Just trying to win three will 
be very difficult.”

If the team does not earn an 
automatic bid by winning the 
conference tournament, it seems 
unlikely to receive an at-large bid 
to the NCAA tournament, but 
Hobbs has begun his campaigning 
should the situation arise. 

“If we get to the final game 
(of the A-10 tournament), we will 
be in the discussion,” Hobbs said. 
“At that point, I truly believe we 
will have done enough to get an 
at-large bid.” n

Colonials crash in Cincinnati

by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor

CINCINNATI, March 4 – The last 
time the GW women’s basketball team 
did not make it to the final of the Atlantic 
10 tournament, in 2004, the Colonials lost 
to Saint Joseph’s in the semifinal round. 
History repeated itself Sunday afternoon, 
when the No. 5-seed Hawks defeated top-
seeded GW 57-55 here in Ohio.

It was the No. 8/9 Colonials’ (AP, 
ESPN/USA Today) first loss in 19 games, 
since Dec. 7, and the first defeat this sea-
son at the hands of an A-10 foe. 

“We didn’t play to win today, we 
played not to lose” junior Kim Beck said.

After defeating Dayton 61-45 Saturday 
afternoon in the quarterfinals, GW (26-3, 
15-1) seemed ready for Saint Joe’s, which 
had beaten No.-4 seed Charlotte in the 
previous round. The first half played out 
in similar fashion to when the Colonials 
and Hawks played a little more than 
a week ago, when the Colonials held 
a 38-36 advantage in an eventual 87-60 
victory, as the first period closed with the 
Colonials holding a 12-point lead.

GW head coach Joe McKeown said 
he puts the loss more on himself rather 

than on his players, citing poor coaching 
down the stretch as a reason his squad fell 
at the end.

“I did as poor a job as I could do in 
the last three or four minutes of that one,” 
McKeown said. “I thought we played 
well at times today; I just feel like I did 
a terrible job coaching the last three min-
utes. I told my team that. I’ve coached 
hundreds of games, you’d think a guy 
with gray hair and over 400 wins ought 
to know how to handle that.”

The second half was where the differ-
ence came this time. Saint Joe’s held GW 
scoreless for the first six minutes of the 
period while missing its first 10 shots.

With five minutes remaining, the 
Colonials still held an 11-point lead but 
McKeown said that this was where his 
team really began to lose control.

Saint Joe’s chipped away at GW’s 
advantage, scoring seven points in an 
almost-two-minute period where 
the Colonials were without a basket. 
Sophomore Jessica Adair, who scored 15 
points and pulled down 10 rebounds, 
fouled out with 34 seconds remaining and 
the ensuing free throw conversions put 
the Hawks (19-12, 10-6) ahead for the first 

time. With the exception of a three-pointer 
by Beck, who finished the game with 15 
points, that kept the Colonials within one 
with nine seconds left, Saint Joe’s had con-
trol of the game until the clock hit zero.

“We had beaten them by 27 a week 
ago and had dominated that game. They 
started out against Charlotte down and 
coming back like they did, it gave them 
the momentum today,” McKeown said. 
“Even though at halftime we were up 12, 
they had a little push left in them. The 
confidence they had after Charlotte, that 
carried over.”

“As soon as we got into contention, 
our kids started to believe ‘hey, we can 
do this.’ The fuel started to kick in,” said 
Saint Joe’s head coach Cindy Griffin. “I 
think that we just fought. We may not 
out-talent teams but we take pride in how 
hard we work.”

“We knew we couldn’t give up no 
matter what. We kept fighting. We gave it 
our all and came out on top,” Saint Joe’s 
senior Ayahna Cornish said.

McKeown said that his team still has 
much to be proud of. 

“We’re 26-3; we hadn’t lost since Dec. 
7. I’m not going to be that upset with my 
team. A lot of great things have happened 
this year. I’m going to focus on that.” n

CINCINNATI, March 4 — With the 
GW women’s basketball team’s early exit 
from the Atlantic 10 tournament, ques-
tions begin to arise as to where 
the Colonials will be placed in 
the NCAA tournament, which is 
set to begin March 17. The selection com-
mittee announces its decision March 12.

The tournament committee has 
not been kind to the Colonials in the 
past. Two seasons ago, when GW was 
a nine-seed, it lost to top-seeded North 
Carolina in Chapel Hill, N.C., in the sec-
ond round. Last year, the Colonials had 
to beat Old Dominion University on its 
home court in Norfolk, Va., before losing 
to Tennessee, a two-seed.

After his team’s 57-55 loss to Saint 
Joseph’s Sunday afternoon in the semi-
finals of the Atlantic 10 tournament, 

coach Joe McKoewn expressed 
his thoughts on the tournament 
committee’s treatment of his 

team in the tournament.
“Over the years we’ve gotten beat in 

the finals many times and then been left 
out of the tournament,” McKeown said. 
“Maybe we need to win this tournament 
to get to the next one.”

While it’s safe to say that his team 
will be included in this year’s big dance, 
its seeding is hard to predict. ESPN.
com’s women’s basketball pundit 
Charlie Crème had the Colonials as a 

three seed in his most recent prediction, 
which came out a little less than a week 
ago. The loss to Saint Joe’s could, and 
most likely will, drop GW to a fourth 
seed or maybe even lower.

Regardless of where the Colonials 
end up, junior Kim Beck said that her 
team’s loss in the semifinals of the A-
10 tournament will serve as motivation 
when the NCAA tournament arrives.

“We’re not done. We’ll try to make 
a run in the NCAA tournament,” Beck 
said. “(The loss adds) fuel to the fire. 
We’ll clean up everything we need to 
clean up and hopefully try to make a 
run.” 

–Joanna Shapes

After untimely loss, questions arise about NCAA seeding

Women’s basketball                   55

Saint Joseph’s                            57

NOTEBOOK

photos by Ben Solomon/photo editor
Junior Whitney Allen puts pressure 
on Saint Joseph’s Jenna Loschia-
vo during the Colonials’ 57-55 loss 
to the Hawks in Cincinnati. Allen 
(right) elevates for a layup.

Men’s Basketball                    88

Duquesne                                80

Ninth-ranked GW 
loses to Saint Joe’s in 
A-10 semifinals

Get the inside scoop on this 
week’s men’s A-10 basketball 

tournament in Atlantic City, N.J. 
at:

blog.gwhatchet.com
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