
by Eric Roper 
and Lizzie Wozobski

Senior Staff Writers

Audience members at for-
mer U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter’s speech Thursday will 
be the first group able to ask 
unscreened questions on his 
tour of colleges. 

Carter, who has already 
visited Brandeis and Emory 
universities, has until now 
only answered questions that 
have been through a screening 
process. Students at the event 
Thursday will be given index 
cards on which to write their 
questions, said Ambassador 
Edward “Skip” Gnehm, Gulf 
and Arabian Peninsula affairs 
professor, who is organizing 
the event. 

“No one is going to look at 
the questions, it’s not going to 
be censored,” Ghenm said. 

Carter has recently been 
under fire over his book “Pal-
estine: Peace Not Apartheid,” 
released in November. The 
39th president, who served 
from 1977 to 1981, helped bro-
ker the Camp David peace 
accords between Israel and 
Egypt. In his text he hypothe-
sizes that Israel’s control over 
former Palestinian territories 
has been the fundamental 
roadblock to peace.

Carter has also drawn fire 
over his comparison between 
Israel and the racist South Af-
rican regime that oppressed 
Africans during Apartheid. 

Carter will answer ques-
tions in an approximately 45-
minute session after he speaks 
for about 15 minutes in Lisner 
Auditorium, Ghenm said. The 
questions that Carter does not 
have time to address will be 
answered by posts on his Web 
site. 

“I just had a very clear 
communication back (from his 

QUICKTAKES: ON CARTER

Former president to speak 
from 1-2:15 p.m. today at 
Lisner Auditorium
Speech on his book “Palestine: 
Peace Not Apartheid”
Demonstrations scheduled for 
Marvin Center

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

Half of the student-employ-
ees working at WOW Wingery 
and Café quit Monday over 
frustration with management 
and complaints about wages.

Four of eight students work-
ing at the southwestern-style 
chicken wing venue tendered a 
letter of resignation to manag-
ers of Sodexho, the University’s 

food-service provider. When 
the undergraduates began their 
employment at the start of the 
semester, they signed up to be 
servers at a full-service restau-
rant that would have tips.

After repeated delays in 
having table service, the four 
decided it was not worth work-
ing there, with an hourly wage 
of $7.50 without gratuities.

Sophomore Allan Johnson, 
one of the four students who 
quit Monday, said he was tired 
with managers’ “excuses and 
broken promises” about the 
terms of his job. The sophomore 
was made a fl oor manager in 
charge of scheduling for all the 
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Th ree young men attack two freshmen, police say

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor

Three 18-year-old men – one report-
edly carrying brass knuckles – alleg-
edly attacked two freshmen near cam-
pus Monday night, according to police 
reports.

Freshman Lee Gautier said he 

left his room in Thurston Hall to go 
to the gym and noticed three black 
males watching him at about 10:15 
p.m. Monday. He said he thought their 
activity was suspicious but kept walk-
ing.

“I crossed the street and they did 
too,” he said. “I was pretty sure that I 
had been followed at that point.”

When Gautier turned around to 
return to Thurston, he said one of the 
men started hitting him in the face. 
The MPD report stated that the alleged 
assailants were between 5’9” and 5’10” 
and between 170 and 175 pounds, all 
wearing black outerwear, jeans and 
white shirts. 

Gautier said after a few hits he 

started to run away and was not pur-
sued.

The second assault occurred at 
about 10:30 p.m. in the archway con-
necting University Yard to 20th Street. 
Freshman Alec McCord said the lights 
in the arch were out and he didn’t see 
the three men until they asked him for 
money.

The address for the three alleged 
assailants listed in the MPD arrest book 
is for an all-male Howard University 
freshman residence hall. Howard 
officials either declined to say if the 
suspects were students or did not 
return phone calls from The Hatchet 
Wednesday. 

The Metropolitan Police Department 

report stated their names as Jamain 
Parchment, Shameer Dante Loper and 
Glen A. Jones.

“One guy grabbed me and said, 
‘Give me your money,’” McCord said. 
“I knocked the first guy over and ran.”

UPD picked up the suspects near 
University Yard at 10:45 p.m. After 
Gautier and McCord identified their 
assailants as Parchment and Jones, 
MPD officers were contacted to trans-
port the suspects, according to police 
reports.

Loper was also arrested for alleg-
edly possessing silver brass knuckles, 
which is classified as a “prohibited 
weapon” by D.C. law. MPD confirmed 
that all three spent the night in jail.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office said no 
case has been brought against the three 
students in court.

Gautier said he doesn’t feel unsafe 
at GW, but is still a little shaken up 
by the event. “I’m just a lot more ner-
vous,” he said.

A female sophomore was report-
edly assaulted by a 28- to 35-year-old 
black male in the Academic Center 
about two weeks before the alleged 
incident Monday. UPD posted a crime 
alert around campus seeking informa-
tion about the assailant, whom the 
sophomore said began choking her 
before she escaped. n

–David Ceasar contributed to this 
report.

Alleged assailant 
arrested with brass 
knuckles

WOW student-employees quit
Table service 
delayed until 
next fall

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

In February, University Presi-
dent Stephen Joel Trachtenberg of-
fered to loan the daughter of late 
Redskins owner Jack Kent Cooke 
money for tuition to be paid back 
after she settles a dispute over her 
father’s estate. 

 While some were startled by 
this proposal, this is not the only 
time Trachtenberg has offered to 
help students using his discretion-
ary funds. 

Indeed, some students go 
straight to the top when they are 
in need of funds, visiting Trachten-
berg and other top administrators 
during offi ce hours to ask for mon-
ey for a variety of reasons. 

As budget crunches annually 
loom over departments, the use 
of this fund can be a life-saver to 
some departments. But Trachten-
berg said most of what he doles 
out for students from his discre-
tionary fi nds goes to cover small 
problems, like emergency travel. 

 “I use them to put out small 
fi res and crises during the year,” 
he said. “Sometimes $100 here or 
$1,000 there can make a difference 
in a person’s life. It’s the kind of 
thing you do under extreme situ-
ations.”

Trachtenberg explained that 
the funding comes from Univer-
sity benefactors, but declined to 
comment on the amount present 

in the fund. 
Administrators do not have 

free rein to spend the money. Di-
rector of Student Financial Assis-
tance Daniel Small said if a student 
asks Trachtenberg for fi nancial as-
sistance, Trachtenberg will check 
with Small before he offers aid 
from his discretionary funds to see 
if the offer does not violate any fi -
nancial aid guidelines. 

For example, fi nancial aid can-
not exceed the student’s demon-
strated fi nancial need. Small said 
Trachtenberg would not have to 
check with him before he offered 
a student a loan.

Money from the fund is many 
times given to aid student organi-
zations. In the past, Trachtenberg 
has given money to the mock trial 
team and the men’s ultimate Fris-
bee team for travel to competitions, 
as well as $5,000 to a student vot-
ing initiative, GW Votes, he said. 

Students are not the only 
people going to administrators for 
fi nancial help. Academic budget 
cuts have caused some depart-
ments to depend on the discretion-
ary funds of Robert Chernak, the 
senior vice president for Student 
and Academic Support Services.

 Leslie Jacobson, chair of the 
theater and dance department, 
said the department’s production 
budget has been strained in the 
past 10 years, especially following 

Officials use 
special funds
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Carter to have 
unfiltered Q&A 

See CARTER, p. 12

Th e price 
of admission?
by Eric Roper Senior Staff Writer | Photos by Nick Gingold Assistant Photo Editor

Kendra Piza did not want her 
daughter to go to GW. 

As a single mother rais-
ing two children, she insisted 

that a great education need not be expen-
sive. She tried to show 17-year-old Jackie 
Piza other schools, but her efforts made lit-
tle difference, she said. Her daughter was 
adamant about coming to Foggy Bottom.

“Honestly, it’s hard for a parent to look 
at your kid who has been great and given 
you no trouble and say to her, ‘You can’t 
go where you have your heart set,’” the 
mother said. 

After many long conversations with 
her mom, Jackie Piza applied to GW and 

was accepted during the early decision 
process.

Since then, she has received more than 
$11,000 in annual fi nancial aid, and Ken-
dra Piza said she feels more comfortable 
sending her daughter to her top-choice 
school.

The superlative price tag still makes 
her a bit uneasy, though. “I’ve now com-
mitted to sending my daughter to the 
most expensive school in the country,” 
Piza said. “Why did I do that? I’m still try-
ing to struggle with that, personally.”

GW became the fi rst school in the 
country to exceed $50,000 in tuition and 
required fees this January when the Board 

of Trustees raised the tuition by 3.8 per-
cent. The sum of tuition, room and board 
is $50,630 for next year’s class. Adminis-
trators attribute this high cost mostly to 
extensive fi nancial aid and a fi xed-tuition 
system, whereby freshmen pay the same 
rate for all four years. 

Several college counselors, principals 
and high school seniors said the Univer-
sity is not clearly communicating these ex-
planations to potential applicants who are 
scared by the initial price.

As the class of 2011 prepares to enroll 
at GW, some incoming students said that 

Tuition poses hurdle for incoming, prospective students

SCHOOL TIES: FIRST IN A SERIES ON HIGH SCHOOL PERCEPTIONS OF THE UNIVERSITY 

Jim
Shirey

Associates GW with its 
high price tag, waiting 
for scholarship offers

Hannah
McClintock 

Says GW’s high price is 
not justifi ed by current 

academic rankingLisa
Homan 

Daughter of a GW alum-
na, but parents hindered 

by “sticker shock”

Matt
Burrows

Considering more than 
30 schools, says GW 

is a “safety”

Lauren
Ellis

Accepted early decision 
to William and Mary 

College in Va. 

See TUITION, p. 3

A STUDY IN CONTRASTS 

WOW Wingery 
now:

Opened 
mid-January

Still counter service

No wine or beer

Plans for WOW 
Wingery:

To open in late 
August 2006

Full table service

To serve wine and 
beer

Half of the student-employees at WOW quit, citing “broken 
promises” such as the food venue becoming a full-service 
restaurant. Other plans have also gone unfulfi lled:

“(H)e’s coming 
because he wants 

to engage with 
students.”

EDWARD “SKIP” 
GNEHM

ELLIOTT SCHOOL 
PROFESSOR

See WOW, p. 10

THE BEST-LAID PLANS...

RIGHT-HAND MAN
PAGE 12
Gerald Kauvar 
keeps SJT 
in order

ONLINEEXTRA
For full event coverage:

gwhatchet.com
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Dining Out for Life
Get a bite to eat at 150 D.C. 
restaurants raising money for 
citizens with AIDS, cancer and 
other illnesses.
Check out www.diningoutfor-
life.com for a list of participat-
ing restaurants
Sponsored by Epsilon Sigma 
Alpha

International Women’s Day
Come discuss “Women 
Crossing Borders and 
Engaging Creativity for 
Empowerment” and par-
ticipate in a silent auction 
to raise money for Bursa 
Gunyuzu Women’s Solidarity 
Cooperative in Turkey.
7 to 10 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by Colonial Night 
Cap, Student Association, 
Turkish Student Association 
and Program Board

Spring Film Series: “The 
Pursuit of Happyness” 
Catch a free showing of this 
blockbuster. Valid GWorld 
card required. 
8 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by Program 
Board

A Night with Senator Enzi
Join the College 
Republicans for a dis-
cussion with Colorado 
Senator, and GW alum, 
Mike Enzi.
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Marvin Center 302
Sponsored by GW College 
Republicans
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FOUR DAY
FORECAST

HIGH 56 | LOW 31

SATURDAY

HIGH 40 | LOW 31

FRIDAY

HIGH 53 | LOW 48

SUNDAY

HIGH 41 | LOW 21
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Slippery when wet

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Students assist Big George, GW’s beloved inflated mascot, after he fell down a slippery 
staircase outside Smith Center Wednesday night.

The general election ended 
two weeks ago, but one Stu-
dent Association Senate seat is 
still being contested.

Former Senator-elect Matt 
Cohen (SoB-U) is filing pa-
perwork with the SA Student 
Court to appeal the invalida-
tion of his election, he told The 
Hatchet Tuesday night.

After the general election, 
Cohen was disqualified for 
surpassing the $500 senatorial 
campaign spending-limit on a 
school bus rental, according to 
the JEC report. Cohen said that 
he split the $360 bus rental-fee 
equally among four other can-
didates, including Executive 
Vice President-Elect Brand 
Kroeger.  But Cohen’s finan-
cial form does not indicate this 
and only lists one payment of 
$360, according to the report.

Cohen, a junior, said he 
“didn’t do anything malicious 
or knowingly.”

“I was elected and won,” 
Cohen said. “If I had done 
something wrong or malicious, 
I would take it and move on. 
I feel I am being unjustly dis-
qualified.”

He said that there was 
some “conversation” between 
the JEC and candidates about 
how finances should be re-
ported and his violation was 
in “direct conflict” with these 
conversations.

“I recorded my finances the 
way I interpreted it from the 
Charter,” Cohen said. “I did 
what I thought was right.”

He said the JEC rules on 
reporting finances are a “gray 
area.”

“The committee is the com-
mittee and there are rules and 
penalties,” said Cohen. “But 
this is a gray area that needs 
special attention.”

The JEC report indicates 
that Cohen’s “confusion” is ir-
relevant.

“Ultimately, candidates, 
including Mr. Cohen, may 
have had a lack of commu-
nication between each other 
before submitting their forms, 
which resulted in inconsisten-
cies,” the JEC report from last 

week stated. “What may have 
happened regarding confusion 
between candidates in com-
pleting the forms is not, how-
ever, relevant. Mr. Cohen’s 
Financial From was completed 
incorrectly.”

During the general elec-
tion, Cohen received the sec-
ond-most votes for the two 
Senate School of Business 
seats, which allowed him to 
claim one of the two seats. He 
received 161 votes, which was 
two less votes than Nathan 
Brill (SoB-U), a junior, accord-
ing to JEC election results.

Following Cohen’s disqual-
ification, third-place candidate 
freshman Jake Lansburgh, a 
former Student Union mem-
ber, became SA senator-elect 
for the School of Business.

“I think Matt and Jake are 
great candidates and would do 
a good job in the Senate,” said 
Kroeger, a sophomore. “How-
ever, I do believe that Matt was 
a legitimately elected student. 
He was out there running an 
election like anyone else.”

With the Student Union 
gaining the SoB-U seat that 
Cohen vacated, the slate now 
occupies all undergraduate 
senate seats. 

–Andrew Ramonas

The Kappa Alpha Order 
Fraternity hosted its induction 
ceremony for its inaugural class 
of 29 members Friday.

The reception and public in-
duction ceremony took place at 
the Odd Fellows Lodge, at 24th 
and G streets. In addition to 
the new members of the chap-
ter, representatives from the 
national Kappa Alpha Order 
office and other GW Greek-let-
ter organizations attended the 
event. 

Local Kappa Alpha Order 
alumni, members from the chap-
ter’s Alumni Advisory Commit-
tee and officers from the local 
alumni chapter also attended, 
said Jesse Lyons, director of 
Chapter Development and na-
tional officer for the order. 

The reception was “a time 
for all of the new members 

Disqualified senator-elect to 
challenge JEC ruling in Court

SANOTE

Kappa Alpha Order inducts first 
new members since 1960 

GREEKBRIEF

to continue their brotherhood 
building,” Lyons said in an e-
mail this week. 

“It was a huge success,” 
Lyons said. “It was one of the 
liveliest and (most) interactive 
receptions I’ve seen.” 

In October 2005, the Univer-
sity elected Kappa Alpha Or-
der’s Alpha Nu chapter, which 
left campus in 1960, to return to 
campus. The chapter was origi-
nally chartered at GW in 1894. 

The induction ceremony 
marks the beginning of a year-
long process for re-chartering 
and transitioning from a provi-
sional to an active chapter on 
campus. Lyons said the chapter 
will be involved in many phi-
lanthropy, education, recruit-
ment, brotherhood-building 
and social networking events 
during the semester.

While working towards 
re-chartering, a local Alumni 
Advisory Committee will help 
mentor the chapter. Lyons said 
he will work with the chapter’s 
leaders and members to assess 
their progress over the year.

–Marissa Bialecki
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Peter Piper 
picked a pickle 
for the paper

Think you’re 
observant?

Can you find 
all the pickles 
in the paper?

Spot them all.  
The Hatchet seeks 

copy editors.  
Contact Claire at cautruong@gwhatchet.com
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the expensive cost of atten-
dance is a difficult obstacle to 
overcome. Those interviewed 
who did not apply said that – 
above its academic reputation 
or unique location – one of the 
University’s most standout 
features is its price tag.

Roadblock to interest in GW
Hannah McClintock, a 

senior at Bishop O’Connell 
High School in Arlington, 
Va., stopped considering GW 
when she learned of the ris-
ing tuition. When discussing 
colleges with her friends, she 
said they also do not under-
stand the cost.

“Everyone was like, ‘GW 
isn’t even an Ivy League 
school. It isn’t even a George-
town or in that realm. So what 
business do they have charg-
ing $50,000 a year?’” Mc-
Clintock said.

She read about the recent 
tuition hike in The Washing-
ton Post, but 
said she never 
heard about 
fixed tuition or 
the amount of 
financial aid to 
offset the cost.

Though he 
initially consid-
ered GW, high 
school senior 
Mel Zilora de-
cided to look 
elsewhere when 
he came across 
next year’s 
costs. The stu-
dent from 
Rochester, N.Y., 
said that at the 
$50,000 level, a 
slightly less-ex-
pensive school 
could be more 
appealing.

“When you’re looking at 
a field of lots of 30 and 40g 
schools with decent reputa-
tions, and you see an outlier 
with a 50g price tag, it’s tough 
to justify (the price) when 
there seem to be more afford-
able options,” Zilora wrote in 
an e-mail.

He added: “The decision 
not to visit was based on price. 
It seemed it would be out of 
our reach. I want to go to grad 
school, so getting a debt-free 
undergrad education is rather 
important to me.”

Sadaf Padder, a high 
school senior in Philadelphia 
who was accepted to the Uni-
versity in January, said when-
ever she discusses GW, talk 
about its nationally infamous 
price often arises.

“I’d say at least half the 
time I first bring up GW, peo-
ple say, ‘Isn’t that the most 
expensive school in the coun-
try?’”

Padder added that the 
tuition and fees are not very 
much more than other expen-
sive universities, but that it is 
more publicized for being No. 
1.

Understanding, communicat-
ing the price

Bishop O’Connell college 
counselor Katie Boin said that 
when she advises students, 

she has trouble accounting 
for GW’s high tuition. This is 
because the admissions office 
is not sending the proper mes-
sages to counselors, she said. 

“I think it’s pretty well-
established that most of the 
communication that students 
get is going to come from their 
counselor,” Boin said, “and 
that is definitely not being 
communicated to me.” 

She said that although her 
office has a good partnership 
with GW, the admissions of-
fice has not taken the initiative 
to convey the reasons behind 
the University’s costs.

“It’s not like they’re out 
here visiting our schools or 
sending us memos about their 
tuition being increased and 
giving us ways to explain that 
to families,” Boin added.

Though pricing was not 
a high priority for her when 
applying to schools, high 
school senior Cat Walsh said 
she learned a lot about the 
tuition explanations through 
extensive research. She read 
college books, spoke to GW 
students and sought advice 

from a college 
counselor.

“I know 
those things 
because I re-
searched the 
school,” said 
Walsh, of Low-
er Merion, Pa. 
“But my fam-
ily members 
and friends 
who didn’t 
apply to GW 
– who didn’t 
(do) research 
– aren’t aware 
of that.”

R o h i n i 
Mehta, a se-
nior at Langley 
High School in 
McLean, Va., 
also said she 

did her homework by find-
ing out a lot of facts about the 
school before applying. While 
some students interviewed 
said they never visited the 
University because of the 
price, Mehta took a campus 
tour. 

The regular decision ap-
plicant she said she learned 
the most about tuition from 
her visit to Foggy Bottom, and 
that she had trouble finding 
that information on the Web 
site.

Barry Breen, president of 
Bishop O’Connell, said GW 
needs to work harder to en-
courage students to look past 
the price tag. 

“I think there needs to 
be more emphasis on the 
amount of financial aid that’s 
given out, and the amount 
of scholarship money that’s 
available and what impact 
the fixed tuition might have,” 
Breen said.

Kathryn Napper, execu-
tive dean of Undergraduate 
Admissions, said the Univer-
sity explains its pricing struc-
ture in admission packets sent 
to students and parents, but is 
working to improve its over-
all communication.

“The tuition question is 
one that can get confusing for 
some applicants, particularly 
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J Street to 
receive mural

by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer 

While televisions hang on 
the walls of the Marvin Center’s 
Columbian Square, a student 
organization is searching for a 
more artistic alternative. 

The Marvin Center 
Governing Board is calling all 
artists in an effort to beautify 
a hub of GW student life. The 
board plans to offer $500 to the 
individual or group it chooses to 
paint a mural in the eating area 
and meeting space.

The mural will be located on 
the large panel under the clock 
in Columbian square and will 
depict a “GW-related scene or a 
value central to the GW commu-
nity,” the application states. 

“I think it is a great endeav-
or,” said Michael Peller, man-
aging director of the Marvin 
Center. “It will add some color 
and some flavor to the space.”

Funding for the reward and 
a stipend of up to $1,000 for sup-
plies will come mainly from the 
MCGB budget, Peller said. “The 
governing board is really driv-
ing this project.”

“When it was brought up in 
a January meeting, we were in 
100 percent agreement that we 
didn’t want it to be commercial.” 
said Charlie Leizear, MCGB 
chairman. “It is the student 
union, so we wanted a student-
created space for students.” 

Leizear, a senior, added that 
a student-produced mural will 
be “more visually appealing 
than a commercial sign,” and 
that the governing board has 
been considering ways to use 

the space for about a year.
Leizear said earlier this week 

that he expected to receive 10 to 
20 submissions by yesterday’s 
deadline.

A few students, adminis-
trators and professors from the 
fine arts department will narrow 
down the pool of applicants to 
two or three, Leizear said. After 
a second round of sketches are 
produced and judged, the win-
ner will be announced April 9. 
The governing board expects the 
winner to complete the mural by 
April 30. 

Some students eating and 
studying in Columbian Square 
agreed that a student-produced 
mural would be good use of the 
undecorated space.

“I hope it’s nothing like the 
ridiculous piece in Ivory,” said 
sophomore Kristen Simpson, 
referring to the commercial sign 
that hangs above the dining area 
in Ivory Tower which features 
photographs of students eating 
food. Simpson said she hopes 
to see themes related to D.C. in 
the mural.

Other students agreed 
that they wanted D.C. land-
marks depicted in the mural, 
with suggestions including the 
White House, various national 
monuments and or the District’s 
world-famous cherry blossom 
trees. 

“Extracurricular activities or 
student organizations (should 
be depicted in the mural) since 
this space is often used by those 
groups,” freshman Meg Wexler 
said. “There are a lot of students 
(in Columbia Plaza), so why not 
make it a student space?” n

Former senator discusses U.N. 

by Sean Redding
Hatchet Staff Writer 

The president of the United 
Nations Foundation said the U.N.’s 
budget decisions and climate 
change are the most important 
issues to address during a speech 
Wednesday in the Elliott School.

More than 50 people gath-
ered to hear Timothy Wirth, a for-
mer U.S. senator and representa-
tive from Colorado, in an Elliott 
School-sponsored event titled “The 
U.S.-U.N. Relationship: A Golden 
Opportunity.” 

Wirth’s charity, the United 
Nations Foundation, works to 
bridge public and private partner-
ships to aid some of the world’s 
most pressing problems. The foun-
dation also works to increase sup-
port for the United Nations with 
advocacy and 
public outreach, 
according to its 
Web site. Wirth, 
who also serves 
as president of 
the Better World 
Fund, has also 
led the U.N. 
Foundation since 
media -mogul 
Ted Turner start-
ed it in 1998. 

W i r t h ’ s 
speech laid out an 
agenda for U.S. 
and U.N. action dealing with some 
of today’s international issues. The 
agenda included increasing U.S. 
logistical support for peacekeep-
ing, internal reforms within the 
United Nations and addressing the 
crisis in Darfur. 

Wirth approached the global 
climate change issue with particular 
expertise, having focused on the 
issue during his years in the Senate. 
He said climate change is the “most 
fascinating overarching issue” of 

our time, citing its effect on social, 
economic and political issues. 

“With all of the attention that 
former Vice President Al Gore 
... has brought to the discussion 
about environmental concerns, 
this visit is somewhat timely,” said 
Menachem Wecker, assistant direc-
tor of public affairs at the Elliott 
School. He added that Gore will 
be speaking at the Law School 
March 18.

Wirth challenged critics of the 
United Nations’ ability to handle 
important issues such as climate 
change and public health. He said 
events such as the oil-for-food 
scandal in Iraq are blown out of 
proportion and unfairly give the 
United Nations a bad reputation.

“It isn’t perfect; no bureaucracy 
is,” he said. Wirth said the United 
Nations now has more legitimacy 
and a greater presence throughout 
the world. He said U.N. peacekeep-
ing forces are now second only to the 
U.S., with 18 Security Council-sanc-
tioned missions globally. He added 
that the American perception of the 
United Nations is changing.

“Americans like the United 
Nations, but they also think the 

United Nations 
can do bet-
ter,” Wirth said. 
He added that 
Congress is now 
more positive 
about the future 
of U.S.-U.N. rela-
tions because of 
greater U.N. effi-
ciency, pointing to 
the association’s 
handling of the 
2004 tsunami in 
Southeast Asia as 
an example.

“The United States would 
have done well to have the United 
Nations handling Katrina, instead 
of the mess we had,” Wirth said. 
The former senator said the mood 
in Congress is different and more 
optimistic about the United Nations 
since the latest round of elections 
last fall. He said Republicans are 
now able to show public support 
for the United Nations because of 
this different mood. 

Wirth also expressed a hope that 

more American citizens decide to 
work at the United Nations to fur-
ther the chance of a positive relation-
ship between the U.S. and United 
Nations. He specifically asked that 
GW students consider the associa-
tion as a possible career choice.

“I hope here, coming out of 
the Elliott School, many of you will 
think of the United Nations as you 
think about your future.”

Wecker said he believes 
Wirth’s speech comes at a time 
when interest is high.

“The discussion about how 
much the United States should 
cooperate with the global commu-
nity to seek solutions to complicat-
ed issues like terrorism, prolifera-
tion, climate change and poverty 
continues to dominate the media,” 
Wecker said. n

School hosts talk 
on U.S.–U.N. 
relations

Cody Wix/Hatchet photographer
The United Nations Foundation President Timothy E. Wirth speaks 
in the Elliott School of International Affairs Wednesday afternoon. 
He addressed the need for renewed U.S. engagement with the 
world at the U.N.

Execs probe journalism’s future

by Molly Curtis
Hatchet Reporter 

Journalism is rapidly changing, but not 
disappearing, panelists said at Monday 
night’s “The Kalb Report” at the National 
Press Club.

The theme of the discussion was the 
future of journalism, and former “Meet the 
Press” host Marvin Kalb guided the panel 
of four prominent media executives. 

The Internet has had a vast impact on 
American media, panelists said, and tradi-
tional news outlets – such as newspapers 
and broadcasters – need to embrace online 
journalism to survive. The show, which is 
aired on radio and television, is a panel dis-
cussion jointly sponsored by GW, Harvard 
University’s Shorenstein Center and the 
National Press Club.

“Western Civilization has this great idea 
that people are sovereign, but that can only 
happen when the people are informed,” 
said Anne Marie Lipinski, editor and vice 
president of the Chicago Tribune. “The 
health of this industry is not vital just to 
those employed in the media, but to all of 
us.”

To illustrate the drastic shifts in the jour-

nalism industry, Kalb cited statistics about 
the downtrend of the news business. He 
said 18,000 media employees lost their jobs 
last year and profits for traditional media 
outlets are plummeting.

Panelists said these drastic figures are 
due to traditional media being forced into 
a new era where they no longer have a 
monopoly on news. Lipinski stressed how 
consumers are less reliant on hard-copy 
newspapers.

“(People aren’t) holding their breath and 
waiting for the paper to drop on their front 
porch at 6 in the morning,” she said. “If they 
want to read about Anna Nicole Smith or 
Darfur, they have 20 different outlets.”

Cliff Sloan, publisher of the online mag-
azine Slate, said he represented the future 
of journalism as one of the leading Internet 
news and analysis sites. He said it was 
rough in the beginning, but that times are 
changing.

“All the predictions said Slate wasn’t 
going to make it,” he said. “They thought 
people weren’t going to be interested in 
quality journalism online.”

Even after its recent 10-year anniversary 
in 2006, Slate’s operating costs are a fraction 
of traditional media outlets’, Sloan said.

Paul Steiger, managing editor of the 
Wall Street Journal and vice president of 
its parent company, warned that this large 
shift to the Internet might cause problems. 
He said because many online sources 
are not established as credible news out-
lets, the public may be misinformed and 
confuse rumors and opinions with hard 

facts.
“People reading blogs might not be able 

to tell what’s true and what’s not,” Steiger 
said. “There is no real way to tell if the story 
is accurate and fair.”

Sean McManus, president of CBS News 
and Sports, approached the shift more opti-
mistically. He said online sources are not 
completely ruinous for traditional media, 
and sites such as blogs can have a positive 
effect on today’s journalism.

“One way the blogs ... are important is it 
keeps us honest,” McManus said. “There is 
no way you can have an inaccuracy in any 
mainstream media without it being written 
about in the blogosphere.”

The panelists agreed that media outlets 
need to invest in quality journalism online. 
They all saw a bright future for journalism 
if traditional platforms like newspapers 
evolve, or even disappear. Lipinski sum-
marized the panelists’ sentiments, saying it 
will ultimately be those buying news that 
shape this new era.

“The consumer now has a lot of choices 
for their media, and a lot of pressure is on 
them to decide what is reliable and what is 
not,” she said.

Lauren Greenhill, 19, an intern at the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
said she agreed with the panel’s view of the 
Internet’s effect on traditional media. She 
added that she thinks new media outlets are 
more in tune with younger people’s reading 
habits.

She said, “People are looking for news 
outlets they can interact with.” n

Panelists on the “Kalb 
Report” discuss impact 
of Internet on industry
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think the (U.N.) can do 
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In the heavily debated issue of smoking in 
public, along with the recent ban in D.C. on 
smoking inside restaurants, bars and clubs, 

one topic has yet to be addressed – flatulence. 
That’s right ladies and gentlemen, I’m talking 

about farts. Although I have been labeled 
as a “humor columnist,” I never imagined 
the day I would be writing with the sense of 
humor of a third grader. But dammit, what 
I’m about to say needs to be addressed, and 
what better place than the opinions page of 
The Hatchet to talk about passing gas? (Or 
would you rather read about the Student 
Association Senate or the latest antics of the 
GW administration?)

Ever since the smoking ban in District 
bars took affect over winter break, every-
where I go smells like ass. The more crowded 
the establishment, the more fart smells I’m 
bombarded with. It’s as if people somehow subcon-
sciously turn a valve in their backside as soon as they 
get drunk, letting loose a collective odor so foul it 
would make even “Mr. Hankey the Christmas Poo” 
from South Park hold his nose. 

Or maybe people know they’re farting, but don’t 
hold back because they think it’s so loud inside that 
nobody can hear their colon quack. 

Maybe it’s just me, but I would much rather 
smell someone’s cigarette butt than their actual butt.

Now don’t get me wrong – I’m no 
advocate for smoking. As my mother 
always told me when she would find 
cigarettes hidden in my sock drawer 
as a teenager, cancer runs in our family 
(to which I would reply, “cancer runs in 
everyone’s family – it’s cancer.”) 

The effects of secondhand smoke are 
definitely real; there’s no doubt in my 
mind. I know this because back before 
the smoking ban, I used to always fre-
quent the same bar every weekend, but 
not anymore. I don’t think I grew tired of 
it, but rather I’m no longer subconscious-

ly addicted to the secondhand smoke that drew me 
in week after week. I also don’t crave cigarettes when 
I’m drinking anymore, simply because the smoke 
isn’t all around me.

But holy hell – can’t they do something about the 

ass smell!? Anything!? How about 50 or so Glade 
Plug-ins all around the place or a big fan with a guy 
spraying a bottle of Febreze behind it?

And then there are the concerts and dance par-
ties. Nothing screams party more than a bunch of 
sweaty dudes dancing around the place, stinking 
up the whole joint by mixing the fart smell with 
body odor and cheap, fragranced deodorant. Would 
somebody please just light up a cigarette!? Just one! 
It won’t hurt, I swear!

I suppose this is a new sacrifice that we’re all 
going to have to be willing to make for the sake 
of our health, so long as we choose to drink in the 
District (or New York or California, for that matter). 
Hopefully with spring on its way, more bars will be 
willing to open their patios and allow their patrons 
to drink outside or at least in better-ventilated areas. 
But until then, I’m just going to keep making fart 
jokes.

And for the sake of all of us, please, hold it in.
–The writer, a junior majoring in journalism, is the 

Hatchet humor columnist. Upon his next visit to a bar, 
he will be armed with a bottle of Febreze and a bag full of 

butt plugs. 
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Smoke-free is still stinky

Strong academics require solid 
infrastructure

I’ve had better Valentine’s Day cards 
than Andrew Siddons’s open letter to 
me on Feb. 15 (“An open letter to our 
benevolent leader,” p. 4). He finds my 
book of letters and the accompanying 
cartoons from The New Yorker not 
exactly side-splitting, believes my 
priorities are upside-down or out-of-
date and seems relieved that I will be 
stepping down soon. This, mind you, 
is offered with “tongue firmly in cheek” 
and after he has wished me well. God 
save me from him when his tongue is 
elsewhere and he wishes me ill!

There’s no sense in trying to 
reverse Mr. Siddons’s opinion of me 
and my tenure by arguing each point. 
But here are a few broad observations 
about GW and higher education.

Investing in infrastructure and 
academics is not a factual dichotomy 
or tension. GW’s campus-wide 
electronic network, the trading room 
in Duquès Hall and the first-rate 
instructional rooms in the Elliott 
School of International Affairs’ new 
building, to name just three examples 
among many, serve the academic ends 
of students and faculty alike. They 
are not monuments to donors or to 
themselves, but academic amenities. 

There is also no doubt in my 
mind that building infrastructure has 
contributed to creating a better faculty 
and a more accomplished group of 
students. It is unlikely – and that is 

understatement – that the high school 
standings and SAT scores of incoming 
freshmen would have improved as 
much as they have in the last 19 years 
without being able to offer them the 
academic amenities that make study 
and learning more efficient, more 
engaging and more profound. Nor 
would GW have attracted the faculty 
we have in the last generation without 
rehabilitating dilapidated teaching 
facilities and building new ones.

And without fundraising (which 
is usually the chief reason for my 
“globetrotting,” combined with 
recruiting excellent students from 
abroad; I was trotting when Mr. 
Siddons’ editorial ran, thus the slow 
response), GW would still have only 
the 24 endowed chairs we had when 
I arrived rather than the 80 we have 
today. 

When Steve Knapp assumes 
the presidency this summer, he will 
certainly work in his own way. But 
as he opens a new chapter for GW, 
I am as sure as I can be that adding 
new endowed chairs and the physical 
means for supporting study, research 
and scholarship will always be on his 
mind. I also imagine that to raise the 
funds to support these academic ends, 
he will trot the globe, if necessary, to 
find the money. 

As for the letters and cartoons, what 
can I say? If you can’t take a joke ....

–Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
University President

UPD changing crime notifications to 
the community

In response to the recent opinion 
piece “Communicate to stop 
confusion on campus,” (Mar. 5, p. 4) I 
would like to clarify details about our 
notifications process and announce 
an additional tool that we have 
implemented. 

Regarding the assault in the 
Academic Center on Feb. 20, 2007, the 
University Police Department posted 
orange crime alerts in the lobby of 
every campus building within a few 
hours after the report was received. 
After the incident, we received 
feedback from several members of the 
community indicating that they had 
not seen the posted crime alerts. 

In one case, a parent called to 
say that her daughter, who lives 
in a residence hall, did not see the 
crime alert. I sent out an officer who 
confirmed that the alert was still posted 
in the lobby. Nonetheless, we take 
feedback from the GW community 
seriously and are concerned that some 
people never saw the alert. 

We have revised our protocol, and 
we will now also send a blast e-mail 
of any crime alert to all members of 
the GW community, in addition to 
posting them in campus buildings. 
We hope that by utilizing these tools, 
students, faculty and staff will see 
the information and take the proper 
precautions. In the future, please 
keep an eye out for orange posters 

in the lobby of GW buildings. We 
have asked departments to eliminate 
the use of orange paper for general 
posting purposes, so that orange 
paper will draw people in to read the 
contents of the alert. 

In response to concerns about 
the lack of communication about the 
Townhouse Row theft investigation, 
we provided The Hatchet with a 
statement about the conclusion of 
the investigation as a medium for 
communicating the status and results 
of the investigation with the entire 
GW community. Also, UPD provided 
the Office of Risk Management with 
the list of affected residents, who will 
be contacted by ORM.

We want to assure you that we 
are doing the best we can to continue 
to investigate all campus crimes and 
incidents, to conduct security surveys 
to improve the physical security of the 
campus and to communicate with the 
GW community. Please take the time 
to read The Hatchet, the crime alert 
posters and the crime alert e-mails. 
In addition, you can keep up with 
what is happening in and around the 
campus by reading the daily crime log 
on the UPD website at gwired.gwu.
edu/upd. 

Thank you for your support 
and cooperation. Together we will 
continue to make GW a safe campus 
for all members of our community.

–Dolores Stafford
Chief of University Police
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editorial

University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg took heat at a recent Faculty 
Senate meeting for handing out a University-
sponsored loan to the daughter of a multi-
millionaire former Washington Redskins 
owner. Ultimately, the discretionary funds 
under the control of top-level administrators, 
such as the funds used to provide the afore-
mentioned loan, send a convoluted message 
to students at a time of program cuts and 
high tuition.

Money has been on the minds of almost 
everyone at GW over the past year, as GW 
has rolled back programs such as free news-
papers in residence halls and attained the 
infamous position as the most expensive 
university in the nation. Students are used to 
hearing that the budget is tight, and that cuts 
may very well continue. At the same time, 
discretionary accounts for administrators 
seem to continue unabated.

Administrators’ personal accounts are 
common in many organizations and may be 
completely necessary to GW’s effective oper-
ation. When these funds are used to provide 
personal loans, however, those used to hear-
ing the standard line about tight funds may 
be extremely confused. These accounts have 
the potential to fuel a negative perception at 
a time when money is on everyone’s mind. 
This money may very well be seen as a back-
handed way to reward those individuals or 
groups in favor with GW leadership.

To mitigate this perception, administra-
tors should come forward about this money 
and discuss its use with the student body. If 
students and staff know how much money is 
given out, where it goes and why it is given 
out, there is likely to be less of a negative re-
action to its allocation.

Being the most expensive school in the 
country means that GW is under increasing 
pressure to worry about its image in the pub-
lic eye. There is perhaps no better place to 
start than with full disclosure and informa-
tion about personal accounts that go to vari-
ous individuals and causes.

If the GW community is not made more 
aware of this monetary system, more ques-
tions and confusion about the University’s 
true budgetary situation are likely to surface. 
In addition to dealing with negative press 
about its costs and a presidential transition, 
GW needs to do its best to prevent doubts 
about how its money is spent. Disclosure 
about administrative accounts is certainly 
one way to accomplish this goal.

Assist spring 
break’s alternative 

As some students drink and party on 
beaches in tropical locations this spring 
break, others will build up a sweat while 
building houses in New Orleans or caring for 
the poor in Central America. 

Over the past few years, GW has seen the 
rise of so-called alternative spring breaks, in 
which would-be vacationers volunteer their 
time in service projects. While these groups 
receive some of their financial support from 
GW, the University should consider strongly 
funding and supporting these programs that 
can help GW reach out to needy areas in the 
country and the world.

Over the past several weeks and months, 
students from various alternative spring 
break groups have been engaging in sub-
stantial fundraising to make their trips pos-
sible. A trip organized through GW’s Office 
of Community Service was able to convince 
the University to provide ample funding to 
help the organization meet its goals, accord-
ing to one member. Other groups, however, 
are mostly reliant on their own fundraising 
efforts. This comes at a time when many 
student organizations are almost entirely 
dependent on Student Association-allocated 
funding to carry on their normal operations.

Administrators should consider taking 
the multitude of alternative spring break 
groups under GW’s wing and pledging in-
creased support to send students to needy 
parts of the globe. By organizing and fund-
ing these groups, GW could capitalize on the 
positive name recognition that comes from 
sending those who represent the University 
as they engage in various community service 
projects.

Most importantly, these organizations 
are performing an essential service function, 
and students would be able to do more good 
with increased support from GW. As GW is 
increasingly perceived as a school filled with 
privileged kids who may not be conscious 
about global need issues, full-fledged sup-
port for alternative spring break programs 
could help change that image.

Spring break has largely become a time for 
students to let loose on vacations for person-
al enjoyment, but others have taken the week 
off as an opportunity to engage in meaning-
ful service projects. GW should strongly con-
sider associating itself with these individu-
als, whose work speaks to the true character 
of a sizable part of our student body.

Official’s accounts 
cause confusion

ust when we thought we 
couldn’t possibly eat any more 
Airheads or stuff promise-filled 
palm cards into our bags, the  

Student Association elections ground 
to a halt. Ultimately, students chose 
sophomore Nicole Capp as the first 
female SA president in nine years. 

This year’s election was 
unusual, not for the aggres-
sive campaigning and grat-
ing cheerfulness of the candi-
dates, but for the result – our 
new president is notable for 
her year (sophomore) and 
sex (not male). While GW 
students chose a female SA 
president in the past, there 
has historically been a dearth 
of women candidates for SA 
president. At a school that 
sometimes feels overwhelm-
ingly populated by females, 
the lack of women in public leadership 
positions raises an eyebrow. 

In an e-mail exchange, Capp dis-
counted gender as playing a part in 
her election. “I ran as a student leader 
with a strong platform and ideas, and 
prided myself on not being only the 
‘woman candidate,’” she wrote.

Capp’s comments parallel those 

of Drew Gilpin Faust, president-
elect of Harvard University. She told 
reporters, “I’m not the woman presi-
dent of Harvard. I’m the president of 
Harvard.” I understand why Faust 
took pains to highlight the difference, 
but wonder if her assertion belies 
naïveté or just a steadfast devotion to 

political correctness. 
When viewed in light 

of the tumultuous term of 
current president Larry 
Summers, who suggested 
that women may be innately 
unsuited to math and sci-
ence fields, Harvard’s selec-
tion of Faust undoubtedly 
comes under fire. Upon hear-
ing the news that Harvard 
had chosen a lipstick-apply-
ing president, my knee-jerk 
reaction was to believe that 
the embarrassed school was 

making a public apology for Summers. 
As a self-proclaimed progressive 

woman, I am embarrassed that I would 
ever raise the specter of gender when a 
qualified female candidate was chosen 
for any position. However, I believe that 
women will always be subject to more 
scrutiny when they are firsts in their 
field and their qualifications are over-

shadowed by political correctness or an 
institution’s need to make a statement.

Similarly, Capp can deflect specu-
lation about the role of gender in her 
election, but she was the only female 
candidate running. Surely that speaks 
volumes about student government 
and perhaps GW in general. 

Whether a public figure pees stand-
ing up or sitting down does matter. 
Prejudices and preconceptions aside, 
studies have pointed to different gen-
der-based leadership and management 
styles and to the complexities of male-
female communication. Yet as science 
uncovers reasons of how and why the 
sexes differ, I imagine that society will 
work with and past these differences. 

 In education alone, women now 
represent nearly half of all college, law 
and medical students. But across the 
country, top-ranking university officials 
are still predominantly men. 

Even here at GW, the upper ech-
elons of the administration are filled by 
a coterie of older gentlemen: President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, Executive 
Vice President and Treasurer Louis 
Katz and Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman, to 
name a few. These men are certainly 
qualified for their positions, but the 

male leadership orientation in Rice 
Hall and throughout GW points to an 
underlying campus culture. 

There are women in public leader-
ship positions at GW – Susan Phillips, 
dean of the School of Business and 
Grae Baxter, executive director of the 
University Honors Program, spring 
to mind. However, I can anecdotally 
report that the majority of my profes-
sors have been male. 

Nicole Capp is a bright, articulate 
and driven young woman. There is no 
reason to question the fact that she was 
chosen by the students of GW to lead 
the Student Association based on her 
innate abilities. Only when these kinds 
of prestigious achievements become 
humdrum in a gender-based sense 
can some kind of equality between the 
sexes be championed. 

When an individual is judged 
based on credentials and not pantyhose 
use, then American society – and GW 
– can claim it has moved past the use of 
gender as a political tool. Nicole Capp is 
not the woman president of the Student 
Association; she is the president of the 
Student Association.

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
international affairs and political science, is 

a Hatchet columnist.

Mascara is not important for the public eye

JULIET 
MOSER

COLUMNIST

J
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iHousing
individualized housing assignments
spring 2007

it’s what you wanted.

Important iHousing 
Information
iHousing assignments will 
be released on Tuesday, 
March 27, 2007 via email 
and on the Housing Portal. 
Wait list information will be 
available on March 29, 2007.
Visit http://gwired.gwu.edu/gwhousing
for more information on iHousing, the 
new housing assignment process.
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Cabaret and Broadway vocalist Ute 
Lemper is known for her interpreta-

tions of the French chansons of Edith 
Piaf, alternative rock from Tom Waits 
and Elvis Costello and the dark gems 

of Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill.

A rare double-bill features both the Oscar-
winning (The Motorcycle Diaries) music of 
Drexler, including bossa-nova, pop & jazz 
and Libertad’s borderless sound, integrat-
ing the Afro-Peruvian songs of her youth 
with infl uences of Cuba and Brazil.
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http://www.http://www.
smartissexysexy.
myarbonne.commyarbonne.com
Smart is sexy.
Be smart about caring for your skin.
Choose Arbonne®.
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These materials have been produced by Jennifer Mosley, an Arbonne 
Independent Consultant, and are not offi cial materials prepared or 
provided by Arbonne International LLC.

Disorderly Conduct

3/3/07 – Duquès Hall 
– 10:36 p.m. – case closed
University Police Department of-
ficers responded to a complaint 
from an employee working in 
Duquès Hall. The employee said 
he was talking to another em-
ployee about work performance 
and the second employee be-
came belligerent. By the time of-
ficers arrived the unruly individual 
had calmed down.

– Referred to Department

3/3/07 – Ross Hall – 8:00 
p.m. – case closed
A female student called UPD be-
cause she was unable to enter 
Himmelfarb Library. She wanted 
to work on a project, but she did 
not have her GWorld card. The 
employee at the library explained 
that proper identification is re-
quired to enter Ross Hall. Offi-
cers escorted the student out of 
the building.

– Referred to Department

3/3/07 – 600 Block of 21st 
Street – 1:30 a.m. – case 
closed
UPD received a call regarding 
two male students who were al-
legedly throwing bottles as they 
walked by a fraternity. Officers 
identified the two students they 
believed were involved and as-
sessed their condition. It was 
determined that both had been 
drinking and were underage.

– Referred to SJS

Drug Law Violation
3/3/07 – Madison Hall 
– 4:55 a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a complaint 
of items being thrown out of a 
window in Madison Hall. After 
responding to the location, of-
ficers made contact with three 

male students. Officers noticed 
a small amount of marijuana. 
The community director was 
contacted and conducted an 
administrative search. Officers 
confiscated 2.8 grams of mari-
juana from the scene.

– Referred to SJS

Harassment

3/2/07 – Potomac House– 
3:02 a.m. – case closed
Two female students contacted 
UPD and alleged that a male 
student on the same floor had 
been harassing them. The two 
students claimed he had been 
calling them names and playing 
pranks on them.

– Referred to SJS

Liquor Law Violation
3/3/07 – Thurston Hall 
– 4:05 a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a noise com-
plaint. Officers heard loud bang-
ing from a room and knocked on 
the door. After waiting for an an-
swer, officers entered the room. 
Three males were having a small 
party with alcohol. Two students 
in the room were underage, and 
no one needed medical atten-
tion.

– Referred to SJS

3/4/07 City Hall – 1:13 a.m. 
– case closed
UPD responded to a noise com-
plaint, and found 18 subjects 
in the room. Fourteen subjects 
were underage. The individuals 
were observed drinking alcohol. 
Officers assessed the condition 
of each individual, and none 
needed medical attention. Two 
subjects were unaffiliated with 
GW and were barred from cam-
pus. The remaining 16 students 
were referred to SJS.

– Subjects barred 
from campus

-compiled by Ashley Roberts

CRIMELOG Creating ‘una familia’ on campus

by Nick Marell
Hatchet Reporter 

The Organization for Latino 
American Students: a place where 
everybody knows your name. 
At least that’s how the members 
describe  their group.

“We are not just a student 
organization, we are a family,” said 
OLAS president Priscilla Monico, 
a senior. “And that sense of family 
has been the backbone of my life 
as a GW student for the last four 
years.”

The mission of OLAS is to 
unite the Latino community and 
create awareness of the Latino cul-
ture through political, education-
al, community service and social 

events. 
“I think that being at GW, 

where Latinos are a minority, 
OLAS serves as an outlet where 
we can share this common love 
and admiration for our language 
and culture with others,” said 
Marisha Peña, a senior and OLAS 
member.

Originally founded 11 years 
ago as Latinos for Progress, OLAS 
has since acquired a member-
ship of about 45 students, mostly 
undergraduate.

“OLAS has grown over the 
past decade as a niche cultural 
group for a then fledgling Latino 
community at GW into a main-
stream, successful cultural com-
munity seeking to engage all GW 
students,” explained Deborah 
Snelgrove, the faculty adviser for 
the group.

Snelgrove, who is the chief 
creative officer for Student and 
Academic Support Services, said 
GW has a stronger, more diverse 
student community in part because 

of the work of OLAS leadership in 
engaging Latino students.

In 2006, members of OLAS 
were devastated when one of their 
alumni, Imette St. Guillen, was 
murdered in New York City. In 
response, OLAS officials created 
a fund in memory of this 2003 
graduate with the hope of raising 
$100,000 by 2008.

OLAS also works with student 
organizations around the District 
to create their very own Latino 
college community. The celebra-
tion of Latino cultures was the 
main focus of this years District of 
Columbia Latino Organization’s 
Winter Ball, hosted by OLAS. The 
Ball brought together different 
Latino student groups in D.C.

And yet simply fostering a 
Latino heritage is not the end of 
OLAS’s mission. Working with 
multicultural organizations like 
the Black Student Union and the 
Caribbean Student Association, 
OLAS hosted the “Taste My 
World” event last month, arrang-

ing live performances, food tast-
ings and artistic displays influ-
enced by African roots.

This year OLAS held its 11th 
annual Fiestasa, a night of food, 
fun and dancing to the theme 
of “Una 
N o c h e 
Caribeña,” 
a classy 
and sophis-
ticated rec-
reation of a 1950s Caribbean night 
on the town.

Later this semester, the group 
will host “Un Noche de Cultura.” 
Representing the culmination of 
the organization’s efforts for this 
year, it is a cultural celebration 
with Latin music, dance and food. 
Last year’s celebration was dedi-
cated to St. Guillen.

“It is the event dearest to the 
hearts of all OLAS members, both 
current and alumni,” Monico said. 
“The diversity of this events atten-
dance is also a feature that we take 
pride in.” n

Student group
fosters Latino 
camaraderie OLAS

First in a series of 
profiles on student 

organizations

If your upset, by poor 
grammer two, than its 
time you affected change..

* The Hatchet seeks qualified copy 
editors.  Contact Claire at 

cautruong@gwhatchet.com



by Tess Marstaller
Hatchet Reporter

Cramped spaces, blocky furniture, pasty walls 
– these characteristics of most dorm rooms can 
threaten to cramp the style of anyone trying to create 
a homey and inviting living environment. Luckily, 
all it takes is a bit of creativity and cash to transform 
any setup from bland and awkward to stylish and 
functional. 

Elizabeth Reynolds and Kristin Yeskel, who both 
recently graduated from the GW fine arts program 
with majors in interior design, know the ins and outs 
of making the most of any living space. According to 
the designers, even those who are not artistic have 
many simple options for improving the organization 

and appearance of their room.     
“People always end up sitting on their beds, so 

having small pillows and colorful throw blankets can 
help make your bed a nice place to read or relax,” 
Reynolds said.  Coordinating bedspreads, comfy 
chairs and angled clip lights are other pieces Reyn-
olds recommended for making a room look pulled 
together. 

“Personalize your bedding in your favorite col-
ors – jazz it up,” Yeskel said. 

Since space can often be an issue when friends 
come to visit, Reynolds believes that every college 
student should have an air mattress for quick, in-
expensive bedding that stores compactly. Bunking 
beds, putting your dresser in the closet and using 
bed lifts to store unneeded items under your bed can 

all open up space for a futon or table and more cen-
tral living space. 

“Clutter is a huge problem in dorm rooms, so 
weed out stuff as you go. Less is more in a dorm situ-
ation,” Yeskel said. “The Container Store can be your 
best friend.” Reynolds suggested storing anything 
you don’t use on your desk or other surfaces in the 
closet, and stacking and layering things like shelves, 
hanger rods, and shoe holders to maximize space. 

For those looking to get cre-
ative with furniture and decora-
tions, Reynolds recommended 
looking for funky furniture at 
flea markets and local sales, 
such as Eastern Market, near the 
Capitol and right off the Metro 
on the blue and orange lines. 
Ikea and Target also have a lot 
of interesting and inexpensive 
dorm room essentials like bul-
letin boards, lamps and picture 
frames that help personalize a 
room. 

“Pick a style that both you 
and your roommate like – it 
looks more cohesive than if you 
go in two different directions,” 
Reynolds said. 

There are now online tools for making collages, 
and many Web sites with original design ideas. One 
that Reynolds recommends is 2modern.com, where 
you can find removable wallpaper, stick-on borders 
and accent strips in funky patterns.  

“Push the boundaries,” Reynolds said. “Grouped 
black and white photos make your place look a little 
more upscale, and bulletin boards are great for pho-
tos, reminders and schedules, as long as you don’t let 
them get too cluttered.” 

Hanging up Chinese lanterns or covering the 
back of your desk with wrapping paper are other art-
sy ideas that can bring color and intrigue to a room 
and help offset blasé furniture. “If you’re crafty, cover 
an old table with decoupage magazines,” Reynolds 
said. 

Yeskel, who studied and wrote her thesis on 
dorm room feng shui, suggests arranging your room 
in a way that will put you in a calm state and keep 
you secure. Feng shui, the ancient Chinese practice of 
placement and arrangement, is about “aligning your-
self with the elements and balancing yourself with 

the earth’s energy instead of fighting it,” Yeskel said. 
Following the same artistic guidelines that Chinese 
restaurants use when they put a fish tank in the front 
of their store to bring prosperity to their customers, 
students can make small adjustments to bring bal-
ance to their rooms.  

Yeskel has seen changes in the organization of a 
room make a difference in her own ability to concen-
trate. She recommends arranging your furniture so 

that wherever you are sitting or 
lying you never have your back 
to the door and can always see 
who is entering or leaving your 
space. Feng shui also suggests 
having something solid behind 
you at all times, which helps 
keep you grounded.  

Making a distinct space for 
all of your activities also helps 
keep your mind focused on 
what you are doing, Yeskel said. 
Though students often do every-
thing on their bed, this can make 
it difficult to sleep, because your 
mind then associates your bed 
with eating or working or so-
cializing, and not just relaxing. 

When decorating bare walls, Yeskel explains that 
putting up a large picture or poster of a vast land-
scape can greatly open up a space, as though the im-
age is a continuation of the room and you are look-
ing out into it. Overall, “put up what makes you feel 
good – surround yourself with your interests,” she 
said.  

Melissa Dreyer, a sophomore living in a West 
End double, calls her room “a true reflection of our 
characters.” Though the room is small, she and her 
roommate Andrea Criollo feel that they have made 
it cozy. They store things under their beds or in cup-
boards so that clutter does not overwhelm the room. 

As an older building, the West End already has 
quite a bit of character, which Dreyer and her room-
mate appreciate. They have covered their walls with 
pictures of family and friends, and though their 
styles complement each other, side-by-side Harry 
Potter and Abercrombie posters display their diverse 
personal preferences as well. 

Said Dreyer: “As very high-energy individuals, 
we need something festive. We’ve definitely made 
this room our own.” n
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LIVING IT UP

“Clutter is a huge problem 
in dorm rooms, so weed 

out stuff as you go. Less is 
more in a dorm situation. 

The Container Store can be 
your best friend.”

KRISTIN YESKEL
GW INTERIOR DESIGN ALUM

For a room in disarray, try feng shui

Victoria Devine/Hatchet photographer
West End roommates Melissa Dreyer and Andrea Criollo plastered the walls of their room with posters 
to create a more homey feel. They avoid clutter in their tiny room by storing items underneath their 
raised beds.

Decorating and dwellings,
for students off-campus and on

In the dorm room, it’s the little things that make all the difference

Whether you’re looking for a place in Foggy Bottom, or 
your first apartment after graduation, finding an apart-
ment can be a daunting task. Here are some tips to help 
you organize your search. 

–Maura Judkis

Figure out how much you can afford, and adjust your Internet 
search to your price range. If you plan on having roommates, 
this is a good initial talk to have with them. Prices can vary 
between roommates – for example, would one roommate pay 
more than others for a larger bedroom?

Consider proximity and convenience. Is the potential apart-
ment close to campus? If that doesn’t matter to you, is it near 
a grocery store, Metro stop, your internship, your favorite cof-
fee shop?

Figure out which amenities are important to you and your 
roommates. Do you need to have your own bedroom? Is a 
washer and dryer a necessity? Does it have air conditioning? 
Do you want your apartment to come furnished? Are utilities 
included?

Determine how you will present yourself to a landlord. As a 
student, you might be competing against older profession-
als with larger and steadier salaries, so be prepared to get 
your parents involved in the process of negotiating your lease. 
Most landlords require that a full-time student’s parents co-
sign the lease. 

Whether by Craigslist, rent.com, or roomster.net, many great 
apartments are found over the Internet. Be sure that the site 
you’re checking out is legit, and call ahead to schedule a visit 
or open house. Sign up for Craigslist RSS feeds with your 
apartment specifications, and the site will notify you when 
anything new is put up. 

Then again, the Internet isn’t always the best place to search. 
You might stumble upon a great English basement by walking 
around a neighborhood you like and seeing a “for rent” sign, 
so try to spend time in places you think you’d like to live.

Ask your landlord a lot of questions, and talk to residents if 
you get the chance. Some things to find out: How quickly are 
maintenance issues resolved? Are your neighbors quiet, and 
will they get upset if you throw a party? Has anyone seen a 
roach lately? Visit the building on your own, without a man-
agement escort. 

Security is important to investigate during your open house 
or initial visit. Make sure that your door has a peephole, that 
fire alarms are up-to-date and audible, and that any first-story 
windows have bars across them. For some people, it’s impor-
tant that the apartment have a doorman, or someone that sits 
at a front desk. Spend time in your prospective neighborhood 
during both day and night to see how safe you feel.  If you’re 
curious about a particular neighborhood, you can find crime 
statistics at mpd.dc.gov.

Make sure you read the entire lease before you sign. If you 
don’t understand a part of it, clarify first, or else you’ll be held 
to whatever it says above the dotted line. Don’t feel obligated 
to sign on the spot. 

Source: www.washingtonpost.com

APARTMENT

TO FIND
A PERFECT

HOW

by Hadas Gold
Hatchet Staff Writer

Many would think that going to school in 
the middle of a major city like D.C. enables GW 
students to live the ultimate urban experience. 
Despite this, students move off campus to get 
a more genuine city experience in neighbor-
hoods such as Adams Morgan, Dupont, and 
Columbia Heights.

“I understand that GW encourages people 
to stay on campus,” said senior Sean Trainor, a 
history and religion double major and Adams 
Morgan resident. “But I cannot recommend 
enough what a great experience it was to move 
off. For anyone who wants to explore D.C., it’s 
a great option.”

Moving off campus is often a student’s 
first encounter with true independent living, 
and with that comes responsibilities that often 
go unnoticed for those who live in dorms, such 
as paying for utilities and doing laundry using 
quarters, not GWorld.

Sarah Castleman, a senior majoring in Eng-
lish who lives on Corcoran between Q and R 
Streets, found having to do all the little things 
on her own was a bit of a surprise.

“It’s kind of a shock to have to start paying 
your bills and learn how that all works,” Cas-
tleman said. “Now I know what everyone says 
when they need quarters for their laundry.”

Trainor found that not using GWorld actu-
ally works to his advantage. His parents still 
pay for his food, but because of cooking in the 
apartment he shares with a few other GW stu-
dents, he eats better and saves money.

“We pretty much cook everything. I spend 
so much less on food not being on GWorld,” 
Trainor said. “The Safeway up here is cheaper 
than Watergate and way better stocked.”

Along with the basic actions of day-to-
day life of independence also comes the 
realization that living off campus means 
not having the security GW provides. With-
out the University Police Department that 
supplements the D.C. Police, off-campus 
residents have to heighten their level of 
safety awareness. Trainor avoids wandering 
around in some parts of his neighborhood, 
but overall feels safe in his apartment that 
sits on the main strip of Adams Morgan.

“The main part of Adams Morgan where 
we are, there’s too many people around to feel 
unsafe. If you do sit out on the street you might 
see fistfights, but it’s usually people who are 
trashed,” Trainor said. “You usually have to 
provoke it.”

As a woman, Castleman said she has to be 
more careful. She tries to not walk alone and 
is sure to get home by 10 or 11 on weeknights, 
and decent hours on the weekends.

“I’m actually glad I’m not out partying all 
night anymore,” Castleman said.

The distance from campus can also be an 
inconvenience. Trainor, who lives 20 minutes 
away by bus, manages the distance by sched-
uling classes to make his days similar to a nine 
to five workday, and staying on campus for the 
entire time.

“You have to plan ahead and think of all 
the stuff you’re going to need throughout the 
day and bring it down to campus,” Trainor 
said.

Living far from campus can also mean not 
being surrounded by peers and less time with 

friends who do live on campus. This does not 
bother Castleman, who said she enjoys being 
separated from other students.

“I definitely don’t miss being surrounded 
by students,” Castleman said. “I’m in a real 
neighborhood, seeing families. It’s more of a 
diverse atmosphere, more like a community 
which I really like.”

Senior Jason Mogavero, who is majoring in 
English and also lives in Adams Morgan, feels 
that living off campus is an easier transition 
into the real world.

“It’s a much more real experience, you’re 
actually in a city. It makes you value your time 
on campus with your friends much more,” 
Mogavero said. “Move off campus, for God’s 
sake.”

Lauren Barlog, a senior majoring Spanish 
with the pre-med option, feels the same way. 
She resides in an apartment in The Cairo, at 
1615 Q St. N.W. in Dupont, which she shares  
with a roommate and her pet dog, Cadiz, 
whose name comes from a small southern city 
in Spain. 

The Cairo apartments, mere blocks away 
from Safeway, Whole Foods, and in the center 

of exciting Dupont, are some of the most cov-
eted residences in the District, according the 
Washington Post. 

 “I really like my place. My lifestyle hasn’t 
changed since I started living here, but since 
I’ve lived off campus I’ve had more of a life-
style. Plus there’s no UPD,” Barlog explained. 
“Living here on my own lends more time to ex-
ploring and finding new things that I wouldn’t 
have otherwise ”

Barlog plans on going to med school in the 
future, so The Cairo is her home for the next 
few years. 

“It has such an adult feel to it,” she said, “I 
lived with a host family when I studied abroad, 
so coming back and living on my own and do-
ing everything on my own took getting used 
to, but I wouldn’t have it any other way.”

Trainor also feels that living off campus 
gives more of the real city experience, while still 
allowing for him to be part of a community.

“In Foggy Bottom you don’t feel like you’re 
in a city,” Trainor said. “But I feel like I’m still 
part of the GW community ... and also part of 
the Adams Morgan community.” n

–Prerna Rao contributed to this article.

Off campus, the grass is greener

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Lauren Barlog, a senior who lives in Dupont’s Cairo apartment building on Q street, 
said she enjoys having the comfort of home as well as separation from campus.

Living outside of 
Foggy Bottom has 
its advantages



by Jeffrey Parker
Arts Editor

“‘Drunk Kid Catholic!’”
“‘Arienette!’”
“‘The City Has Sex!’”
“It’s a new song,” says the 

thin man on stage with shoulder 
-length raven hair. “It’s on our 
new album.”

The crowd murmurs some-
thing not quite approaching 
approval, unsure of what to think. 
They wanted the hits, if that’s 
what you could call them.

And so it is that Conor Oberst, 
dressed tonight in jeans, a gray 
button-down, a jacket and most 
significantly, a big ol’ Texas-style 
belt buckle, continues to just 

barely live down his past. As the 
singer for Bright Eyes – okay, as 
Bright Eyes, since the band is 
really Oberst and whoever hap-
pens to be around – he’s spent 
the last decade or so peddling 
carefully-wrought folk-pop gems, 
songs about girls and drink and 
drugs and sadness and his heart 
his heart his heart. Because of 
these songs (and his warbly voice 
and, okay, his doe eyes) he attracts 
fans of a certain disposition, that 
disposition being one that alarm-
ingly often leads one to scream, “I 
want to have your babies, Conor!” 
Barring the realization of such a 
fantasy, these fans have the songs, 
and they scream for them like for 
lost children, so there’s some des-
peration in the eyes of the crowd 
when he finally responds to the 
requests.

“We actually played all those 
songs that you’re yelling out for,” 
Oberst said. “It’s just that it hap-

pened four or five years ago. You 
should have been there, it was 
great.”

Uncomfortable laughter.
“‘Road to Joy!’”
I think this last request was 

screamed by the girl in glasses 
up front who complained about 
how much she hated hipsters, 
and then proceeded to talk for 
much of the set about how all 
she reads is Bukowski. Never 
mind her, though, because what’s 
important is what happened next: 
Oberst went into “Reinvent the 
Wheel,” off his recently released 
“Four Winds” EP, and he did it 
with a comfort, a confidence, a 
happiness that’s seemed missing 
before. This ain’t your father’s 
(okay, older sister’s) Bright Eyes. 

“I know you’ll never come 
back now to the world where 
people are/Because you never 
understood what they loved you 
for,” he sang (that’s right, sang – 

not screamed, not whispered, not 
cried, sang) like a mantra, except 
he knows exactly what they loved 
him for, but he’s throwing it to the 
wind, anyway. 

The night’s set was filled with 
EP rarities and new songs, gracing 
the audience with precisely two 
songs from any of his properly 
released albums before the encore. 

Opener “I Must Belong 
Somewhere,” which he played at 
9:30 Club two years ago but just 
got around to recording for his 
upcoming record, “Cassadaga,” 
set the tone for the evening with 
its weary anxiety, as Oberst tried 
to convince himself of the title’s 
message. The singer-songwriter 
(who did nothing to avoid Dylan 
comparisons with his heavy use 
of harmonica) is leaning toward 
country right now, even more 
than on “I’m Wide Awake, It’s 

✮the scene
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Rock and roll and Rose Hill Drive

Soulful singer in a country band

Courtesy of Transdreamer Records
Rose Hill Drive, which formed in Boulder, Colo., began playing shows and built up a following before releasing studio albums, and it 
looks like the workhorse approach is paying off as they opening shows for The Who.

Indie band done good scores spot opening for Th e Who

Courtesy of Paramount Pictures
Joseph McSpadden, a self-described ‘fi gure-paint-destruc-
tionist,’ has his exhibit “Flesh and Bone” on display at the Ir-
vine Contemporary gallery on 14th Street.
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Buy an obnoxious shamrock hat, and 
get to Constitution Avenue between 
7th and 17th streets in the Northwest 
quadrant this Sunday at noon for the 
District’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Yes, 
we know St. Patrick’s Day isn’t until the 
17th. Whatever. Do you really need an 
excuse to pull out that totally awesome 
(no, really) fake Irish accent, watch “The 
Commitments” and put on the most 
horrifying shades of green you can 
find? We think not. n

Go to Iota Club and Café in 
Arlington, Va., at 9 p.m. tonight for 
an evening of singer-songwriters. 
Just a short Metro ride away will 
be Jim Bianco, Jenny Owen Youngs 
and Tobias Froberg. The gig actu-
ally costs $12 and not $10, but the 
moment you hear Youngs sing the 
heartbreaking “Voice on Tape” in 
her absolutely otherworldly voice, 
you’ll know it was more than 
worth it. n

Go to Jammin’ Java in Vienna, Va., at 
7 p.m. on Sunday to enjoy the absurd-
ly delightful singer-songwriter Jona-
than Coulton. We’d tell you more, but 
really all you need to know is that he 
wrote these lyrics: “Hey Tom, it’s Bob 
from the office down the hall/Good 
to see you buddy, how’ve you been?/
Things have been okay for me except 
that I’m a zombie now I really wish 
you’d let us in.” Come on, it’s about 
zombies. n

by Jeff rey 
Parker

If you have $5 If you have $10 If you have $20

 Dissecting 
“Flesh and Bone”

by Brendan Polmer 
Contributing Arts Editor

When you think about it, true rock and 
roll is a lot like sushi – it’s best served fresh 
and raw, preferably with a spicy kick. True, 
some people can’t handle it, but most tend to 
warm up to the exotic delights it employs in 
the body’s sensory system after a few tries. 
And just like most can’t tell the difference 
between cafeteria sushi and that from a solid 
Japanese restaurant, most don’t differentiate 
between packaged pseudo-rock music and the 
real deal.

Pete Townshend of The Who, for exam-
ple, has a delectable palate for the taste of 
rock music (after all, taste and smell are 
related, and with that schnoz … ) It is doubt-
ful anyone would ever dispute Townshend if 
he said, “You know what? This band rocks.” 
And according to Townshend, the Boulder, 
Colo.-based trio Rose Hill Drive does indeed 
rock – they’re opening for The Who on their 
U.S. tour, which will stop in D.C. tonight at 
the Verizon Center. 

But how does a small rock trio on an indie 
label from Colorado go from playing clubs and 
festivals to suddenly opening for The Who? In 
an interview with The Hatchet, drummer 
Nathan Barnes described The Whole Who 
experience as, quite simply, “just a random 
sequence of events.”

Rose Hill Drive played at music festi-
vals in Leeds and London, England, where 
Townshend caught the band’s set. The Who 

guitarist then asked the band to play on the 
internet TV music show “In the Attic,” put 
together by Townshend and his girlfriend 
Rachel Fuller. Shortly thereafter, the band was 
added to The Who’s current U.S. tour.

When asked to describe Townshend in 
person, Barnes replied, “Intense. He’s really 
tall and he has these piercing blue eyes that, 
it’s like, almost kind of scary to look at just 
because it’s Pete Townshend. But he’s the 
warmest, nicest guy – he’s been nothing but 
cool to us and totally approachable.”

Rose Hill Drive consists of brothers Jake 
and Daniel Sproul on bass, guitar and vocals, 
with friend Nathan Barnes on drums. What 
started off as a few 16-year-olds in high school 
playing music together has evolved into a true 
rock-and-roll dream, all without the help of 
major labels, music videos and heavy radio 
play. Rose Hill Drive did it the old-fashioned 
way, the way the masses were meant to hear 
rock music – live.

“We tried getting any show we could play 
anytime and anywhere,” said Barnes. “After 
high school … we were practicing every night 
and playing on weekends at local shows for 
probably about two years, and then after we 
met our manager, he introduced us to a book-
ing agency that had club connections and they 
just threw us on the road.”

The band managed to build a large under-
ground fan base, which helped them release 
their first full-length self-titled CD in 2006. The 
album, like the band, is solid. For being a trio, 
the band is able to get a very big sound out of 

only three instruments with very little studio 
intervention. 

“We kind of homed in on all the songs 
and had a lot of time to ‘road test’ them and 
see what was working and what wasn’t, and 
had a lot of time to lock into the groove of the 
song,” Barnes said. “So when we came into the 
studio we were ready to go, we knew exactly 
what we wanted to do.”

While most of the songs on their album 
average around three to five minutes, Barnes 
says their live show tends to be a little differ-
ent. “When we do a 30-minute set opening for 
The Who, we’ll do maybe 3 or 4 songs,” he 
said, “rather than cram a bunch of songs into 
a short set.”

And like Townshend, the crowd digs 
them. The audience has been very responsive 
to Rose Hill Drive, which has been a pleasant 
surprise to Barnes, who was scared of possibly 
being booed off stage like previous openers for 
The Who. Instead of boos, what he remembers 
is receiving a standing ovation while opening 
for The Who in Vancouver.

“There’s definitely old guys that grew 
up listening to (The Who), but there’s also a 
younger generation there too, of people kind 
of our age that found their music and really 
liked it, kind of like we did, and they’ve been 
totally responsive.”

Rose Hill Drive will open for The Who 
tonight, Thursday March 8, at the Verizon 
Center at 7:30pm. Tickets range from $55-$205. 
Their self-titled CD “Rose Hill Drive” is out 
now – check out www.rosehilldrive.com. n

by Nina Beckhardt
Hatchet Reporter

Worlds apart from the collegiate hustle and bustle of Foggy 
Bottom, the 14th Street neighborhood retains a cooler mystique 
punctuated by glowing pockets of theater, ethnic carryout and edgy 
galleries. The difference is palpable and enticing. Actually, there’s 
something quite magical about the chilled solitude of 14th street on 
a March evening.

Even more magical is the feeling of stepping inside one of these 
pockets of culture. Walking to Irvine Contemporary, I could sense the 
stories of an evening yet-to-be-had swirling throughout the streets. 
Cabs cruised by in the dark while hordes trekked to the U Street cor-
ridor. This shadowy uncertainty enveloping the city was cut short 
upon entering the gallery. The halogen glow of art-appreciation, vin-
tage hipsters (not all of them wearing vintage, if you catch my drift) 
and free booze warmed me immediately. 

On the evening of March 3, Irvine Contemporary was pleased to 
present Joseph McSpadden’s first solo-exhibition, “Flesh and Bone.” I 
was pleased they presented it, too. The pristine white walls of this pre-
mier 14th Street gallery were adorned with the fruits of McSpadden’s 
laborious contemplations about the fluid inter-properties of flesh and 
oil paint. There were two primary modes of display in the show. One 
mode was comprised of horizontal white planks mounted on the 
wall which served as atypical “canvases,” supporting large, colorful 
pebbles of oil paint. This mode alternated with long, dripping strips 
of oil paint secured by clear perpendicular pegs. 

Naïve and caught in the human-natured trap of a needing to cat-
egorize the uncertain, a friend and I stopped at each piece wondering, 
“Which one is flesh and which one is bone?” As we examined one of 
the long strips, my fellow observer declared, “This one is definitely 
representative of a long-bone. You can see the peach and red tones for 
flesh and blood and the blues represent veins.” Considering she was 
in med-school, I nodded in agreement. 

Attempting to detach myself from such literal analysis, I 
tried to examine each piece simply as a physical creation. To 
me, McSpadden’s liquid craftsmanship was 
reminiscent of Pollack. There was a careful 
level of carelessness, an apparently calculated 
spontaneity. The strips, vibrantly resembling 
silly putty, practically begged me to twist 
off a piece and mush it in my hand. But 
their precisely stretched application onto the 
small Lucite pegs reminded me that this was 
real, untouchable art. Just as captivating as 
the actual strips in all their extensible glory 
were the ghastly shadows cast behind them. 
The shadows served as grey intermediaries 
between the sterility of the gallery dry-wall 
and McSpadden’s radically pulpy interpreta-
tions.

As we walked through, our “Flesh or 
bone?” question seemed less and less answer-
able. Red and peach gave way to marigold 
and midnight. The long strips of paint ceased their uniform vertical-
ity and began to zigzag around meandering pegs. The white blocks 
were no longer just topped with globs of paint but surrounded by 
them on all sides. 

After sitting on the central gallery bench in confused amazement, 
I decided to approach Mr. McSpadden directly. The man I shook 
hands with shattered the mental picture I had assembled in my head. 
Let’s just say my preconceived idea didn’t include a flaxen blonde 
twenty-something glowing with an innocent and genuine kindness. 
In talking with the artist, I learned more than I ever could have had 
I simply read the press release and viewed the work. McSpadden 
described his journey from figure-painter to figure-painting-decon-
structionist, from traditional to radical. He described his impetus for 
the body of work as a way of getting down to the elements of the 
figure. Influences include those artists gone before who accepted the 
scandalous duty of carrying the history of rendered flesh, ranging 

The strips, 
vibrantly re-

sembling silly 
putty, practically 

begged me to 
twist off a piece 

and mush it in 
my hand. 

See ART GALLERY, p. 8

See BRIGHT EYES, p. 8

Bright Eyes burns 
bright at 9:30 Club 
Tuesday night

n
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BAR
Temperance Hall
1212 H St., N.E.

Last Friday night, my friends and 
I launched a girls-night-out attempt to 
occupy ourselves with something other 
than getting drunk – a trek down to 
E Street to catch Forest Whitaker as 
really, really bad guy Idi Amin in “The 
Last King of Scotland.” It turns out 
that Whitaker won something called 
an Oscar for the movie a few days ear-
lier, and the show was sold out. Forest 
Whitaker was enough of an excuse for 
us – it looked like we were going to have 
to get drunk.

A friend of mine, who’s dating a 
guy up in Petworth, had been nagging 
us to check out their favorite neighbor-
hood bar, a place called Temperance 
Hall, for weeks. A few blocks from the 
Georgia Ave.–Petworth stop, the bar is 
a bit of a hike, even on the Metro. But 
despite the bar’s spot near the allur-
ing dancing lights of what I’m sure is 
a nasty-ass strip club, and a Jamaican 
place my friend insists “smells better 
than it tastes,” Temperance is surpris-
ingly upscale. Long mirrors give the 
interior a strange illusion of grandios-
ity, and splashes of brick, stained glass, 
and green velvet wallpaper lend to the 
bar’s throwback whimsy. The place 
was packed with a mix of post-college 
kids and neighborhood folks talking 
close over low lights and sipping brown 
liquor from tumblers. I felt drunk the 
second I walked in.

We spent most of our time in The 
Whiskey Room, a small, darkened space 
down the stairs and past the kitchen. The 
Whiskey Room is stocked with a short 
second bar, a long, community table, 
and a refreshingly non-internet jukebox 
that’s stocked with classic rock and soul, 
but played Kanye West more than once. 
The basement bar also leads to one of 
the best post-ban smoking areas I’ve 
seen yet – a pleasant patio where smok-
ers can grab a table or warm their faces 
on an outdoor heater instead of hud-

dling out front with Georgia Avenue’s 
late night crowd, who called us their 
“Snow Bunnies” and hung out their car 
windows to enquire as to whether we 
were interested in partying with them. 
We declined.

Inside the bar, though, people tend 
to keep to themselves. My group of too-
many college girls took over the long 
table downstairs, awkwardly encircling 
a man who dutifully ate his plate of 
chicken wings before moving elsewhere. 
But especially at the dark downstairs 
bar, a drinker camped out at a solitary 
stool and staring into a whisky seems 
like as much of a Temperance fixture as 
the wallpaper. 

Though naming a bar Temperance 
is a wink-nudge at the 1920s movement 
to ban booze altogether, the drinks are 
expensive enough to at least keep your 
drinking in moderation. The best you’ll 
get for $3 is a bottle of Dominion Root 
Beer. Bottles of Bud and PBR will cost 
you $4, and cocktails all run $7. The 
bar’s specialty rye whiskeys run from 6 
bucks for an 80 proof Jim Beam to 24 for 
a limited edition 100-proof Rittenhouse 
Single Barrel 21 year rye. Outside of 
happy hour, even the peanuts will 
cost you a buck, though the bar claims 
they’re more than just salted Planters.

Still, sitting in a leather chair made 
out of a barrel and sipping a bright pink, 
cherry-topped Jack Rose or a tart Sidecar 
from a sugar-rimmed martini glass is 
enough to make any college student 
believe in life after kegs. At Temperance, 
at least, you can stay classy while still 
getting twisted. The drinks, like the bar, 
are deceptively pretty – they’re stacked 
with enough booze to keep you going 
for an hour or so. Enough to get up the 
courage to head out on Georgia Avenue 
and ask that snow bunny you’ve had 
your eye on if they’d like to party. n

Bar Belle Rating

belle

Morning,” and in his new favorite genre he runs the 
gamut from tears-in-your-beer sadness (he covered 
John Prine’s “Crazy as a Loon” gorgeously, saying 
of the tale of sadness and confusion “I didn’t write 
this next song, but I sure feel like it sometimes.”) to 
absolute barn-burners (on “Four Winds,” his guitar 
shredded and wailed with such righteous indignation 
you’d think Oberst was pissed he got left out of the 
recent guitar gods issue of Rolling Stone – take that, 
John Mayer).

Don’t let the pyrotechnics fool you, though. Just 
because Oberst is taking more of an interest in his gui-
tar (perhaps because of master picker M. Ward, who 
joined the band on-stage last night, along with a coterie 
of collaborators, including Nate Wolcott, super-pro-
ducer Mike Mogis and Neva Dinova’s Jake Bellows) 
doesn’t mean he’s forgotten the lyrics and introspection 
that got him to where he is in the first place. 

In “Soul Singer in a Session Band,” a sure-to-be-
stand-out track on the new record, Oberst practically 
smirked, “I had a lengthy discussion about the power 
of myth/With a postmodern author who didn’t exist In 
this fictitious world our reality twists/I was a hopeless 
romantic now I’m just turning tricks,” and the audience was 
disarmed immediately. There weren’t any calls for old songs 
after that. The encore came, and the old one came out, though 
(Oberst claimed “If we knew how to play them, we would”). 

They weren’t old, though, they were new; they were 

reborn. “June on the West Coast” featured a frenzied violin 
breakdown, and show-closer “Make War” wasn’t a delicate 
paean to an old love so much as a self-assured reminder to 
himself: “Don’t let the forest grow over that path you came 
there by.” Bright Eyes is dead. Long live Bright Eyes. n

A little bit country, a little bit rock and roll

Spartastic tour de force

by Max Utzschneider
Hatchet Reporter

Imagine gazing at an army a million 
strong bent on destroying you, your 
family and your city. What would be 
your reaction to the sight of such an 
ominous force, knowing that only a 
few hundred soldiers stand between 
your city and imminent destruction? A 
Spartan would laugh.

Such is the setting of “300” (Warner 
Bros.), a mythic and unapologetic tell-
ing of the battle of Thermopylae from 
the perspective of the Spartans, who 
naturally view themselves as the great-
est warriors ever to walk the face of 
the earth. They might not be far off. 
For those of you who aren’t history 
buffs, Thermopylae was an actual battle 
fought in 480 BC in which Spartans led 
by their king Leonidas (Gerard Butler) 
plus a few allies held off the Persian 
king Xerxes’ (Rodrigo Santoro) invading 
army – which many accounts tally as a 
million strong – for three days. Consider, 
for a moment, the audacity and bravery 
required of such a small force to perform 
a feat so incomparable, and you get a 

taste of the epic setting of this film.
For this particular edition, direc-

tor Zack Snyder (“Dawn of the Dead”) 
adapts Frank Miller’s (“Sin City”) simi-
larly titled graphic novel. The transition 
from the page to the screen is seam-
less, and one of the strengths of the 
film certainly lies in its dedication to 
Miller’s vision. Filmed entirely indoors 
with CGI generated sets, Snyder is able 
to distort reality just enough to lend a 
sense of timelessness to Spartan hero-
ics, and intense acting performances all 
around further immerse us in the world 
of Sparta. Snyder’s adoption of Miller’s 
world is stunning and unique, complete 
with rich, varied colors. 

Never is the aim of the movie nit-
picking accuracy – in this sense, how-
ever, “300” shows us Thermopylae 
as it should be told. It is a legendary 
battle because of the extremity of its 
circumstance – never, to my knowledge, 
has such a small force held off for so 
long an army of a million men. Hence, 
Thermopylae has mythic proportions 
that echo today in “300’s” depiction of 
Spartan soldiers as archetypal warriors. 
They are more than mere men; they 
have been imbued with a power and 
confidence that stands as a pinnacle 
of audacity and combat prowess. As 
Snyder relates, “we wanted a purely 
Spartan perspective.” “300” is a celebra-
tion of that courage and skill.

Never before have I seen battles 
filmed this way. The Spartans glide 
through hordes of Persian soldiers like 
dancers in the bloodiest ballet. At times, 
perhaps, the fighting could be seen as 
repetitive, yet I think it disingenuous to 
say that a movie about a battle shows 
too much of that battle, especially when 
the depiction is aesthetically rich. To 
Snyder’s credit, a sub-plot involving 
Leonidas’ wife (Lena Headey) and the 
councilmen of Sparta provides useful 
contrast to the fighting: we learn more 
about what they are fighting for. My 
main criticism concerns this subplot, 
however. Exploring the human side of 
Spartan society, Snyder at times overly 
romanticizes what at heart is an essen-
tially ruthless culture in an attempt to 
allow modern audiences to empathize 
with our heroes. These moments aside, 
a welcome glimpse of ancient political 
intrigue serves to heighten the drama. 

I plan on returning to the world of 
the eternally heroic on March 9, the date 
of 300’s release. I will command my 
friends to march with me in phalanx for-
mation to the theater to rejoice in a movie 
that pulls no punches – it is a film about 
the defining moment of a culture that 
glorified war told from the perspective 
of that culture. I suggest you join us, and 
we will march in formation together; but 
make sure of one thing: Spartan, come 
home with your shield … or on it. n

from Caravaggio to de Kooning. In fact, 
McSpadden informed me that he drew 
from the very flesh of the paintings of these 
masters in creating the work on display. He 
was also able to enlighten my literal “flesh 
or bone” classification. He hadn’t intended 
any particular piece to represent a piece of 
flesh or a bone directly, but rather wished 
“... to confront our expectations of painting, 

questioning how the object is animated and 
who is responsible for animating it.”

McSpadden’s reconstructive impres-
sionism cannot be categorized. Some say 
paintings, some say sculptures. Some say 
bone, some say flesh, but until you are 
face-to-face with Flesh and Bone there is 
no describing the impact of such a daring 
exhibition. 

The exhibition is running from March 3 
– April 7 at the Irvine Contemporary gallery 
on 1412 14th St. N.W. Admission is free and 
the gallery is open from 11-6pm Tuesday 
– Saturday and by appointment. n

ART GALLERY
from p. 7

Courtesy of Press Here Publicity
Conor Oberst (right), with Nate Wolcott and Mike Mogis, feels 
your pain. To soothe it, he has country music and loud guitars.

continued from p. 7

n“300” delivers on 
visuals, intrigue in 
telling an epic tale
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245 - RENT DC

GREAT HOUSE in Shaw/Logan Circle: 
1503 Marion St., NW. Three Bedrooms 
(two large, one small), two baths. Two 
blocks from subway. Walk to downtown, 
Convention Center, Verizon Center, Du-
pont Circle, U St. Grogecy store and new 
rec. center one block away. Available 
April 1. $2500 per month. Call Bernard at 
202.251.1975 

ONE BEDROOM APT. in Shaw/Logan 
Circle St., NW. Walk to downtown, Con-
vention Center, Verizon Center, Dupont 
Circle, U St. Two blocks from subway. 
Grocery store and new rec. center one 
block away. Available April 1. $1000 per 
month. Call Bernard at 202.251.1975. 

246 - RENT METRO

N. BETHESDA 2BR$1600 including 
Utilities, TwoParking, CableTV, Grosver-
norMetro Cell:202-270-2262/202-473-
4396Davidk@proplocate.com 

255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in 
total monthly payment). Open house ev-
ery Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and 
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU 
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof 
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious 
layout, stainless steel appliances, plenty 
of closet space in a newly renovated, pet 
friendly building. Please contact Julie to 
visit at 202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, 
#107. 

CONDO FOR SALE Why rent when you 
can own! Great Investement- 1br. 1bt. 
in FogBtm near G-town New hardwood 
fl oors. pvt. patio. cnt. air. 1 garage space 
$384,500 cell: 973-224-1254 

255 - SALE DC

CLOISTERS HOME IN GEORGETOWN 
COMPLETELY REMODELED. FOR 
SALE DETAILS @ www.3644reservoir.
com. 

STAFF NEEDED                                                                               
FOR SPRING EVENTS! 
We are currently seeking:

 BARTENDERS / SERVERS 
COOKS & CHEFS 

Apply in person 
at 

1432 Duke Street Alexandria, Virginia 
22314 

Between the hours of 10am-6pm 
Monday thru Saturday 

Or 
Email: jobs@penguinstaff.com 

256 - SALE METRO

RENOVATED CONDOS NEAR CUA 1 & 
2 bedroom condominium homes from the 
Low 200ís. Property boasts a private and 
FREE gym/workout facility and extra stor-
age space for every owner! All homes fea-
ture upgraded kitchens with GR counters 
and S/S App, bamboo fl ooring, central air, 
W/D in every unit and, just 8 min to Ft. 
Totten METRO! Visit: admcRealtors.com 
or Call 202-449-9700 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www. AdDriveTeam.com. 

610 - CHILD CARE

BABYSITTER NEEDED
Loving family has an immediate 
need for sitter to help evenings 
and weekends. We have three 
children: two school age, one 

toddler. Sitter will need to 
help with homework, do light 
housekeeping, help children 
with nightly routine. We may 

have occassional need for chil-
dren to be transported to/from 

school or activities. Car not 
required. Potential for summer 

opportunity which would include 
free housing and stipend. We 
are Metro accessible (Takoma 

Park). Must also have valid 
driverís license, references and 
do a background check. Rates 
negotiatable. Please email us: 

8menout@gmail.com

615 - FULL TIME

LANDSCAPE SUPERINTENDENT 
Landscape company needs experienced 
landscape superintendent to manage 
crews. Must be bi-lingual, dependable, or-
ganized. Must have hands on experience 
in landscape construction, working knowl-
edge of plant materials, soils, mulches, 
drain tile, etc. Must be able to operate a 
bobcat and excavator. Must have good 
driving record. We offer excellent salary, 
health insurance, paid vacation and more. 
Call for interview 703-850-3453. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Customer Support Intern

Alarm.com & Tech company in Tysons 
Corner seeks current and graduating stu-
dents for summer internships beginning 
April/May. Strong communication, prob-
lem solving and teamwork skills required. 
Fun & fast-paced. $12+/hour. E-mail: 
careers@alarm.com.

655 - ON CAMPUS

GRAPHICS DESIGNER
Are you creative? Looking to 

earn money for your creativity? 
The GW Hatchet is looking for 

someone to design web advertising 
and other web-based graphics and 
web pages for Hatchet promotions 
and advertisers. Do you have 10 
hours a week and some experi-

ence? Email Howard Marshall at 
hmarshall@gwhatchet.com with 
qualifi cations, availability and 

design samples. Pay starts at $7.25/
hour plus some commission and 
plenty of room for advancement.

 

WEBMASTER &  WEB 
DEVELOPERS

The Hatchet is working to expand its web 
site and web offerings and is seeking stu-
dents with experience in web site man-
agement, graphic design and coding. We 
are also looking for a webmaster appren-
tice to take over in May. If you want an 
excellent experience in a great working 
environment, contact current webmaster 
Greg Gross at ggross@gwhatchet.com 
for more details.

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 

800-965-6520x171. 

DOGWALKER/MT. VERNON 
CAMPUS.

 Responsible, trustworthy dog 
lover

 needed to walk two dogs for near-
by family some weekday mornings 

and occasionally on
 weekends. Well paid. 202-273-

1037 (day);
 202-249-2424 (eve)

EGG DONATION Now interviewing appli-
cants to be egg donors for medical pro-
ceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.sur-
rogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or 
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Offi ces, P. 

KSTREET LOUNGE SERVER
Bottle server needed at kstreet 

lounge. Earn up to $500 a night 
at the hottest venue in the city. 

Send resume and photo to 
info@kstreetdc.com.

STAFF ASSISTANT Higher Education 
Association seeks part time student as-
sistants to support fi nance, meetings and 
membership department activities. Great 
staff and location (just 2 blocks from Du-
pont Circle Metro on 19th Street) make 
this the perfect part-time position! Please 
email resume and workweek availability 
to hr@ncura.edu Thank you! 

665 - PART TIME

PT ADMIN & ACCTING SUPPORT Gain 
valuable experience in a professional en-
vironment at L3 Communications - GSI 
- the 6th largest defense contractor. Our 
offi ce in Crystal City, VA is looking for a 
motivated college student to provide ad-
min/staff support for our team. Flexible PT 
hours, metro accessible. Please contact 
Tracie Cleek at tracie.cleek@l-3com.com 
- 703-872-0405 

675 - SUMMER JOBS

SERVERS AND HOSTS NEEDED El-
ephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is 
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown, 
blocks from the White House and min-
utes from the Capitol, we have become 
a favorite hang out for area profession-
als. High volume, huge patio & fun at-
mosphere make it a great place to work. 
Currently we are seeking SERVERS & 
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
 Washington, DC 20004 Tel: 202-347-
7707 1 block from Metro Center 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIED

ACROSS
1 Weight
5 All in favor
9 Where some

bolts fit
14 Like some locks
15 Torn
16 Abhorrence
17 50% likelihood
20 Born, in

Bordeaux
21 “Not very likely!”
22 With sound

enhanced
23 Saint Clare of

___
25 Functioned as
27 Of no value
34 ___ of color
37 Himalayan hoax
38 Restraints
39 Jingle creator
41 Codgers’

queries
42 Hint

43 Change,
chemically

44 Alternative to
Meth. or Luth.

46 Newspaper
feature

47 Critical stage in
a space
shuttle’s flight

50 “___ the long
roll of the ages
end” (start of an
old Irish song)

51 Chinese
thought

55 Openly sworn
60 German honey
62 Letter from the

Corinthians
63 Bill Moyers

speech on
income
inequality in
America, with
“The”

66 Measure out
67 As required

68 Mah-jongg draw
69 Artful Dodger
70 God with a

chariot drawn
by fire-breathing
stallions

71 As recently as

DOWN
1 Howler
2 They have a

roof above them
3 Runs off
4 X
5 Uprightness
6 Artist Magritte
7 Start of a march

chant … or a
hint to 17-, 27-,
47- and 
63-Across

8 Major mess
9 Head

10 Leading man?
11 Pint-size
12 Go against
13 Hook hand
18 Soy-based soup
19 Amount to
24 All together
26 Up
28 Niobe, e.g.
29 Best seller
30 Steep-sided

gulch
31 Wet bar?
32 Years ago
33 Worn
34 Pink, say
35 Fantasy
36 “Rubáiyát” poet

40 Degree in
math?

45 Title locale in a
classic Bing
Crosby film

48 Make over
49 One of the

Castros
52 Monte ___ of

Cooperstown

53 Find at the
beach

54 Take a stroll
55 Miles away
56 Nasty
57 Eyeball
58 Microscopic

Dr. Seuss
characters

59 Feminine name
ending

61 Imperative

64 Org. that gives
approvals

65 Skater Midori

Puzzle by Manny Nosowsky

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
H A D J F I S H A Q U A
I R R E G O N C E S U N K
P I E T R A Y N O R H I F I

H U I T R E G T E N
S P A R E D U N T A M E D
N A P O L E O N S O L O
A S T D C C O S C A R
C H E E S E C A K E P H O T O
K A R L A N A Y M O O

B R O W N I E P O I N T
F L A G D A Y F E N C E S

C O O E E L M U T E
A C T S T R I F L E W I T H
M A T E T U N A R A D I O
P L O W A S K S Y A N G

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014
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ACROSS

1 Hindu master
6 “All That Jazz”

director Bob
11 Scoreboard fig.
14 Apartment sign
15 Crayola choice
16 Sound of relief
17 Supply weapons

to a committee
head?

19 Org. for Bulls
and Bucks

20 Check payee,
maybe

21 Deere product
23 Conger catchers
26 Western resort

lake
27 Playboy

publisher, to
friends

30 Wimpy
31 Purchase for a

beer blast

32 Carroll’s tea
party visitor

34 Take to the sky
36 Scored 100% on
39 Sophisticated
41 Be delayed
43 Banjo site in

“Oh! Susanna”
44 Magi’s origin,

with “the”
46 Heroic Schindler
47 Many a sitcom

rating
49 Isn’t misused?
51 Colonnade tree
52 Bengay user
54 The “magic

word”
56 Calls to help

lines
58 California wine

valley
62 20’s dispenser
63 Donate to Eve?
66 “Don’t ___ fool!”

67 Fruit served in
balls

68 Toothbrush
brand

69 Author Rand
70 Huge haulers
71 Big name in

little trucks

DOWN
1 Wild guess
2 Sported
3 ___ mater
4 Downing Street

distance
5 Nuptials words
6 Media

watchdog agcy.
7 “___ la la!”
8 Blind parts
9 Evening, to

Yves
10 Printing after a

printing
11 Criticize a

bakery dessert?
12 Just not done
13 Don’t hog
18 ___ Stanley

Gardner of
mysteries

22 Cellist Pablo
24 Expected grade

in a gut course
25 Original “King

Kong” studio
27 Pro-war sort
28 North Carolina

university
29 Send law

enforcement
packing?

31 Grand ___
(wine
designation)

33 Nimble-minded
35 Howard Stern

sidekick Lange
37 Series ender
38 Skin: Suffix
40 Piece of dark

meat

42 Just O.K.
45 Erie Canal mule
48 Beam splitters
50 Tweed twitter

Thomas
52 Jordanian port
53 Good-looker
54 Song of David
55 Start of the año

nuevo

57 Olympics
blade

59 Algerian city
60 Half of half-and-

half
61 “Mamma Mia”

pop group
64 Louis XVI, e.g.
65 Nav. rank

Puzzle by Timothy Powell

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
R O T M A R C O A M O R
E V E L D W E L L L A M A
L A N E C L O S E D E D E N
E L E N A L E A S E E G G
E S T A T E W R O N G W A Y

E L F D O N O
N O P A R K I N G A R M S
B R A D S B I O I S S E T
C A N I S T O P A H E A D

T E A S N A G
N O O U T L E T D R Y A D S
E L M M I R E D E A T I T
S L I M D O N O T E N T E R
T I M E E S S E S G I G A
S E E N R E E S E C O P

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
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Edited by Will Shortz No. 0123
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication

Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

Compensation is provided.

Please call: 301-594-8705 (TTY: 1-866-411-1010)
http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health 
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research

Seek and you 
shall score
M R H E C L K C

R F C A M S J P

G K E T C A S O

T R G M A T D N

A S R R T S A B

Y R E H E C S E

T A C M F X R T

U I O D S A T R

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com

Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring 
Online 
Classroom

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton 
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.
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student-employees.
“We felt that Sodexho did 

not fulfill their end of the bar-
gain when we were hired ... 
I worked there for six weeks 
and we were repeatedly told 
we were going to be made full 
service, and that never materi-
alized,” Johnson said.

WOW was originally slat-
ed to open at the end of Au-
gust 2006, but faced numerous 
delays because of permit and 
construction setbacks. The 
food venue was supposed to 
have full table service when it 
opened Jan. 17, but had staff-
ing challenges as well.

By late February, the 
wingery was due to have wait-
ers and waitresses, GW admin-
istrator Nancy Haaga said in 
late January. She said the wait-
times, which typically ranged 
from 15 to 30 minutes, would 
decrease with time.

“The WOW staff is work-
ing hard to get fully up to 
speed in all aspects of the new 
WOW, and speed of service 
is expected to improve as the 
staff become more familiar 
with the operation and mas-
ter the ‘learning curve,’” said 
Haaga, managing director of 
Campus Support Services.

Haaga said Tuesday that 
she had not heard about the 
group resignation, and she did 
not return several phone calls 
from The Hatchet Wednesday.

Sam Ramos, director of 
operations of Dining Services 
and a Sodexho manager, said 
he does not expect WOW to go 
full service until next school 
year. He said Sodexho is wait-

ing on a liquor license before 
the food venue will have serv-
ers. 

D.C. officials and the Uni-
versity have said that approval 
may not come before May. Re-
gardless, with WOW closing 
for the summer because fewer 
students will be on campus, 
Ramos said it would make 
sense to begin table service in 
the fall.

He confirmed that the 
group resignation occurred 
because the students were not 
waiting on tables as planned. 
He said this was not unusual 
and that the food-service in-
dustry frequently has shifts in 
employment.

“This is 
the restaurant 
business. It 
happens day-
in and day-
out. It happens 
everywhere,” 
Ramos said 
Wednesday af-
ternoon.

J o h n s o n 
said he had 
left his previ-
ous job, which 
paid about 
$100 more 
weekly than 
WOW, because 
he wanted to 
interact with 
students and 
work on cam-
pus. The sophomore said he re-
ceives financial aid and relied 
on salary from the wingery to 
be at GW. 

“It just kind of sucked all 
the way around. I lost a good 
six weeks where I could make 
money,” Johnson said. “I pret-
ty much pay my way through 
GW, and I need a job on cam-
pus ... It was impossible for 

me to work there under the 
circumstances.”

Some of these circum-
stances, Johnson said, include 
the lethargic work attitude of 
the older Sodexho employees 
who manned the kitchen and 
the inability of managers to in-
crease productivity. 

“(Y)ou need people in the 
back of the kitchen who are 
going to be working with a 
high volume of orders and get 
that in a timely manner ... and 
that system never material-
ized,” Johnson said.

Junior George Ho, who 
left WOW Monday, said he 
thought students could have 
done a more efficient job than 

the older, over-
worked em-
ployees, which 
would have 
improved the 
working condi-
tions at the food 
venue.

“I wouldn’t 
call them lazier. 
They are very 
nice people, 
which is some-
thing you can’t 
see if you don’t 
work there ... 
They were just 
as understaffed 
as we were, and 
they work like 
12 or so hours a 
day,” Ho said. 

Tammy Liu, a WOW su-
pervisor, declined to com-
ment Wednesday night on 
the criticisms from the former 
student-employee. Other So-
dexho officials could not be 
reached to respond to the stu-
dents’ complaints about the 
unionized workers, who were 
not allowed to speak with The 
Hatchet. n
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Women strut office wear

by Marissa Bialecki
Hatchet Staff Writer

Deciding what to wear to 
work can be a difficult task, 
which is why two multicul-
tural sororities had business-
women walk the runway at a 
fashion show Monday night.

The Latinas Promoviendo 
Comunidad/Lambda Pi Chi 
sorority and the Sigma Psi 
Zeta sorority sponsored the 
event, “The Professional Guide 
to Success: What to Wear?” 
fashion show, in the Marvin 
Center ’s Grand Ballroom. 
Eleven businesswomen from 
the D.C. area participated as 
models and stayed after the 
show for a networking session 
with the audience, and sopho-
more Mei Loo, president of 
Sigma Psi Zeta, led the eve-
ning’s events.

Senior Amanda Bates, 
president of Lambda Pi Chi, 
said she was inspired to 
organize the event over win-
ter break while she was con-
sidering what to wear for 
upcoming job interviews. She 
thought the fashion show 
would allow students to see 
what real women wear in the 

professional realm. Bates then 
approached Sigma Psi Zeta to 
help host the event.

“The fashion show was 
meant to educate people about 
professional wear,” Loo said. 
“We wanted to have differ-
ent types of women to be real 
world models.”

The models wore outfits 
from three categories: inter-
view wear, busi-
ness casual and 
formal business 
attire. 

B a t e s 
described the 
models as 
“strong, inde-
pendent women 
with good fash-
ion sense.”

Model Ann 
Robertson par-
ticipated in 
the event to 
“support the 
u n d e r g r a d u -
ate Lambda Pi 
Chi chapter 
and to empow-
er  minor-
ity women.” 
Robertson, a senior consultant 
for HGM Management and 
Technologies, Inc. is an alumna 
of the Lambda Pi Chi Omicron 
chapter at the University of 
Delaware. 

“All of the models are won-
derful, successful women,” 
Robertson said.

The models came from a 
variety of employers, includ-

ing the American Civil 
Liberties Union, Kaplan Test 
Prep and Admissions, D.C. 
Rape Crisis Center and the 
Latino Student Fund. 

“I went to the fashion 
show to support a friend in 
Sigma Psi Zeta,” said sopho-
more Uchenna Obaji. “And to 
learn what to do and how to 
dress for an interview.”

In con-
junction with 
the fashion 
show, both 
s o r o r i t i e s 
a c c e p t e d 
gently used 
p r o f e s s i o n -
al clothing 
d o n a t i o n s 
for Suited 
for Change. 
Several mod-
els from the 
fashion show 
donated out-
fits, Loo said.

Suited for 
Change, a 
private non-
profit orga-
nization, was 

founded in 1992 and “provides 
professional clothing and 
ongoing career education to 
low-income women,” accord-
ing to the organization’s Web 
site. 

Women who participate in 
Suited for Change must com-
plete job readiness programs 
and seek employment, accord-
ing to the event’s program. n

Sororities host 
business-wear 
fashion show

Cheh denies allegations

by Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Law School professor and 
Ward 3 D.C. Councilmember 
Mary Cheh is under investiga-
tion for allegations that she 
improperly reported contri-
butions during her 2006 cam-
paign.

One of Cheh’s opponents 
in the Democratic primary, 
Jonathan Rees, brought the 
allegations of fraud to the D.C. 
Office of Campaign Finance. 
Cheh defeated Rees in the 
September primary with 44 
percent of the vote, while Rees 
garnered less than 1 percent.

According to Rees’ for-
mal complaint to the Office 
of Campaign Finance, Cheh 
failed to report some contribu-
tions and expenditures, such 

as accepting reduced rent from 
the developer PN Hoffman 
for prime office space on 
Wisconsin Avenue. Rees also 
said that Cheh’s campaign 
accepted financial support 
from an unregistered political 
action committee.

Rees said Cheh was aware 
of the unregistered PAC’s sup-
port and that her campaign 
was paying nearly half the 
going rate for the rented office 
space.

Campaign finance officials 
have 90 days to complete the 
investigation including inter-
views with Rees and Cheh.

In an interview with The 
Hatchet, Cheh denied the 
claims as fabricated by her for-
mer opponent. “At the end of 
the day, this will be exactly 
what it was at the outset – fig-
ments of Mr. Rees’ imagina-
tion,” Cheh said.

Rees, whom Cheh said 
would run against her next 
term, has also launched numer-
ous attacks against her in his 
blog, calling her behavior “dis-
respectful and snobby towards 
constituents.”

Cheh calls these claims a 
continuation of Rees’ “bizarre 
behavior.” She said Rees has 
been accused of “cyber stalk-
ing” in the past by a mem-
ber her staff and others. These 
behavior patterns should make 
anyone skeptical of Rees’ 
motives, Cheh added.

Susan Banta, chief of staff 
for Cheh’s council office, said 
the allegations are untrue. She 
said Cheh is cooperating with 
the investigation and provid-
ing officials with everything 
they’ve requested.

“She has every confidence 
it is going to turn out in her 
favor,” Banta said.

Rees also made allegations 
against D.C. Attorney General 
Linda Singer and her husband 
that they failed to report the 
existence of a political action 
committee they formed. The 
couple denies these claims.

Cheh announced last month 
she will take a year-long sab-
batical from teaching at GW in 
April. During her campaign, 
the professor said the Council 
position would not affect her 
professorship. n

“It just kind of 
sucked all the way 

around. I lost a good 
six weeks where I 

could make money.”

ALLAN JOHNSON
SOPHOMORE AND FORMER 

WOW FLOOR MANAGER

WOW
from p. 1

Always online @ www.
gwhatchet.com

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Freshman basketball player Travis King high-fives members of the spirit team Wednesday night 
as the men prepare to travel to Atlantic City, N.J., for the Atlantic 10 tournament. 

FONDFAREWELL

Former opponent 
accuses law 
professor of fraud

“The fashion show 
was meant to 

educate people 
about professional 
wear.We wanted to 
have different types 
of women to be real 

world models.”

MEI LOO 
SIGMA PSI ZETA

PRESIDENT

PRICE
from p. 3

when the guidebooks and 
college listings on the Web 
do not allow us to indicate 
that the tuition is fixed,” 
Napper wrote in an e-mail. 
She added that a revamped 
admissions Web site will bet-
ter address this issue. 

Why the price?
Administrators say GW’s 

pricing system has several 
complexities that account for 
the high cost.

When the University ad-
opted the fixed-tuition sys-
tem in spring 2004, the cost 
rose by 16 percent, from 
$29,320 to $34,000. The large 
jump accounted for inflation 
and the expected tuition in-

creases that would have tak-
en place over four years with 
a normal rate plan.

Though fixed tuition was 
relatively unknown at the 
time, more than 30 colleges 
have since implemented the 
plan, according to a Univer-
sity report. The document 
stated that the price of a 
four-year education at GW 
is ranked ninth-most-expen-
sive in the country, when 
compared to projections for 
non-fixed tuitions at “peer 
institutions.”

About 62 percent of stu-
dents receive need-based or 
merit-based aid. Addition-
ally, GW guarantees that a 
student’s financial assistance 
will not decrease during their 
undergraduate years. 

Robert Chernak, senior 
vice president for Student and 
Academic Support Services, 

said the high tuition has not 
detracted from “interest in 
the institution.” He cites an 
increase in students choosing 
to enroll as evidence of GW’s 
improving reputation.

According to the Office of 
Institutional Research, since 
fixed tuition was enacted 
in spring 2004, applications 
were down for the first time 
in a decade.

Chernak said he recently 
reconsidered how the Uni-
versity communicates its 
pricing after reading a post 
about GW’s tuition on an on-
line message board.

“It got me thinking, too, 
that we have also to do a bet-
ter job on our communica-
tion on pricing – explaining 
just what the nuances are,” 
Chernak said. “We do it, 
but it could always be made 
clearer.” n



SPORTS
Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

     3 NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of games the men’s basketball team must win 

in the same number of days at the Atlantic 10 Championship 
to earn an automatic bid to the NCAA tournament.
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In his last 
postseason, 
Elliott wants 
more

VARSITYROUNDUP

Golf
The golf team finished 14th of 15 at 
the Lonnie D. Small Spring Classic 
in Bouies Creek, N.C., Tuesday. 
Sophomore Tim Johnson was the 
medalist for GW (T-18) with rounds 
of 78 and 72 at the par-72 Keith Hills Coun-
try Club. GW finished with a combined team 
score of 627 over two days.

Campbell University (N.C.) finished first with 
a score of 585, one stroke ahead of Radford 
University (Va.). Elon University (N.C.) rounded 
out the top three.

Softball
The GW softball team split games 
against Maryland-Baltimore Coun-
ty at Mount Vernon Athletic Com-
plex Tuesday. The Colonials won 
the first game 5-4 in nine innings 
before dropping the second contest 5-2. The 
second game was shortened to six innings due 
to darkness. In the first game, the Colonials (6-
3) trailed 4-1 before GW scored three runs in 
the sixth inning to even the game. Junior Chry-
santhi Halkiotis’ pinch-hit single in the bottom of 
the ninth gave the Colonials the win.

#8 Dayton

#9 Charlotte

#5 Fordham

#12 Richmond

#7 Saint Louis

#10 Duquesne

#6 Saint Joseph’s

#11 Temple

#3 G. Washington

#2 Massachusetts

#4 Rhode Island

#1 Xavier

Champion

Mar. 7 Mar. 8 Mar. 9 Mar. 10

#5 Fordham

#7 Saint Louis

#8 Dayton

Game 5 – 12:00 pm

Game 6 –  2:30 pm

Game 7 – 6:30 pm

Game 9 – 9:00 pm

Game 9 – 6:30 pm

Game 10 – 9:00 pm

Game 11 – 6:05 pm

#6 Saint Joseph’s

Colonials set for Atlantic 10 tourney

by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer 

On the eve of their first 
Atlantic 10 tournament game, 
members of GW’s men’s basket-
ball team wore T-shirts reading 
“40 Hard” under their practice 
jerseys. The mantra, head coach 
Karl Hobbs said, represents the 
team’s mindset of playing “40 
hard minutes of basketball” and 
expresses a “statement of who 
we are.” 

The third-seeded Colonials 
will have to play 120 hard min-
utes if it is going to win the A-10 
tournament and secure an auto-
matic bid to the NCAA tourna-
ment. After receiving a bye in the 
first round of the A-10 tourna-
ment, GW must win three games 
in three days at Boardwalk Hall 
in Atlantic City, N.J..

“Everyone knows what we 
have to do in order to get to the 
tournament,” senior Carl Elliott 
said. “We know we have to win 
these three games.”

The Colonials (20-8, 11-5 A-
10) seem unlikely to secure an 
at-large bid to the NCAA tourna-

ment this season.
GW plays its first game 

Thursday night against (Temple/
Saint Joseph’s) at 9 p.m.

The team’s situation is dif-
ferent from last year, when the 
26-1 Colonials were ranked in 
the top 10 in the country and had 
a nearly guaranteed spot in the 
NCAA tournament. It had less to 
play for in the A-10 tournament 
and its performance suffered as a 
result – the team 
lost to Temple in 
its first game.

The last time 
GW was 11-5 in 
conference play 
and had to win 
three games in 
order to guaran-
tee itself a spot in 
the NCAA tour-
nament was 2005, 
and the Colonials 
ended up as a 
12-seed facing 
Georgia Tech in 
Nashville. The 
parallels between 
the two seasons 
run deep, Hobbs said.

“It is a different mindset 
because last year we were play-
ing with the house money, so to 
speak,” Hobbs said. “This year 
we know that we pretty much 
have to win the tournament, and 
that’s fine too because we’ve been 
there too and we have won the 
tournament.”

Perhaps no one has more to 
play for than Elliott, whose last 
game as a Colonial will most 
likely be the team’s next loss. He 
said he feels less pressure this 
year than last, even though the 
team’s performance in the confer-
ence championship has a much 
bigger impact on the team. 

“I don’t think there’s a lot of 
pressure on us because no one’s 
really picking us to do well in 

this tourna-
ment,” Elliott 
said. “I would 
rather have it be 
like this because 
guys are more 
comfortable like 
this. Now it’s 
like ‘Let’s go 
play basketball 
and do what 
everyone thinks 
we’re not going 
to do.’”

A champion-
ship run would 
have to start 
with a win over 
s i x t h - s e e d e d 

Saint Joseph’s. The Hawks went 
9-7 in conference play this year, 
but enter the tournament in the 
midst of a three-game losing 
streak. GW and Saint Joe’s split 
meetings this season, each win-
ning its home game. Sophomore 
forward Ahmad Nivins leads the 
team in scoring and rebound-
ing, averaging 16.1 points and 7.4 

rebounds.
If GW manages to make 

it to the finals, Elliott said he 
would rather play top-seeded 
Xavier than any other team. The 
Musketeers beat the Colonials 87-
58 Feb. 10 at Smith Center, break-
ing the Colonials’ 24-game home 
win streak. 

 Hobbs said he does not care 
whom the team plays. He said he 
would rather focus on how his 
team plays.

“If we play our best game, it 
doesn’t make a difference who 
we play. I feel like we’re going 
to win.”

 He added, “I think we’re 
ready. We know what we have to 
do.” n

GW will face Saint 
Joseph’s Thursday 
at 9 p.m.

2007 Men’s Atlantic 10 Championship Bracket

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Freshman Damian Hollis (left) and senior Carl Elliott (center) are two integral components to GW ‘s 
continued success. GW faces Saint Joseph’s Thursday to kick off their Atlantic 10 tournament.

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

Carl Elliott remembers the first time he came to GW 
to watch the men’s basketball team. Pops Mensah-Bonsu, 
Omar Williams and Mike Hall were freshmen and they 
were facing Old Dominion University at Smith Center. 
Elliott was sitting under the basket next to his mother 
Debra Cook when Karl Hobbs started screaming in his 
direction.

“That’s why we need you!” Hobbs yelled. 
Elliott, now a senior, was confused. He gazed in every 

direction searching for the person Hobbs was speaking to. 
“I was looking around and saying ‘Who is this guy 

talking to?’” Elliott said.
Hobbs pointed at Elliott and said, “I’m talking to 

you!”
“Right from there, I knew it was going to be a crazy 

experience when I finally got on campus,” Elliott re-
called.

Calling Elliott’s experience “crazy” is a gross under-
statement. His four years here have been littered with 
shots that will forever be inked in GW lore. Elliott said his 
favorite came at Dayton in 2005, when he hit a half court 
prayer that gave GW sole possession of first place in the 
now defunct Atlantic 10 West division. That shot came in 
the first year a Hobbs-led Colonial squad qualified for the 
NCAA tournament.

Last March, Elliott helped GW to a 16-0 conference 
finish with an improbable tip-in at the buzzer against 
Charlotte. This moment closed out his junior season, but 
in truth, it should have ended his career in Foggy Bottom. 
He was meant to come in with the class of 2006 but sub-
par SATs required Elliott to spend a year at Worchester 
Academy in Massachusetts. The year away from Foggy 
Bottom left him itching to help this team win.

That’s why it seemed strange when Elliott scored eight 
points in his Smith Center finale against Duquesne Saturday. 

It was an odd sight to see him miss five of seven shots 
in his last game in a building where he’s lost five games 
in a storied college career. “Big shot” Elliott wanted to go 
out bigger than this and he thinks he can.

“I definitely want to play a couple more games and 
get to the NCAA tournament,” Elliott said hours before 
he left for the A-10 tournament in Atlantic City, N.J. “I 
think these guys are focused enough to help me do that. 
So, we’re going to do that.”

The make-it-or-break-it attitude that Elliott always dis-
plays is a result of his coach. Hobbs has been extra hard on 
Elliott because they are similar players: guards with a court 
vision who will do anything, be it dish out assists or score 
25 points, to help their team to a victory. The Brooklyn, 
N.Y., native is the only player who Hobbs said has never 
had a bad practice day at GW. Hobbs also said he is confi-
dent that Elliott will land on an NBA roster.

“(Hobbs) is definitely harder on all guards, regard-
less of who it is,” Elliott said. “That’s definitely helped 
me grow as a player. Demanding perfection. I think that 
really helped me.”

The strangest part of Elliott’s story has nothing to do 
with basketball. The 6-foot-4 guard was a recruited foot-
ball player out of high school and last year, during GW’s 
record-setting season, Hobbs said that Elliott may want 
to consider a career in football.

“If they call me to go to the combine, I’ll go,” Elliott said.
But who could call him? Who even knows that he plays 

football?
“I think some people know,” 

Elliott said. “If I got a call to go, I’d 
go. I’ll do whatever position they 
want me to play.”

“I haven’t considered 
that but if it happens, 
I’ll roll with it,” Elliott 
said. n

– Andrew Al-
berg contributed 
to this report.

Senior Carl Elliott.

Ben Solomon/photo 
editor

Ben Solomon/photo editor
GW could face Xavier and team star Stan-
ley Burrell if they reach the finals.

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Saint Joseph’s Pat Calathes figures to 
be a weapon for the Hawks against GW 
Thursday night at Boardwalk Hall in At-
lantic City, N.J.

“If we play our best game, 
it doesn’t make a 

difference who we play. 
I feel like we’re going to 

win.”

KARL HOBBS
GW MEN’S HEAD COACH

Atlantic 10 
Conference Awards

Third team A-10
Carl Elliott, senior

Maureece Rice, junior

All-rookie team
Damian Hollis, freshman

Awards given out for  
performance from beginning 

to end of regular season.



office) which is that he’s com-
ing because he wants to en-
gage with students,” Gnehm 
added.

University officials said there 
is space reserved for a protest of 
Carter’s visit on campus. 

“There has been one stu-
dent who has requested space 
to protest and that will be 
granted, but we have to give 
them University space, which 
would be in Kogan plaza or 
university quad,” said Tracy 
Schario, GW Media Relations 
director. A protest on city 
property would require a per-
mit with the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department, Schario said.

Michael Peller, managing 
director of Marvin Center and 
University Conferences, said 
that the student requested a 
protest space yesterday. The 
student, he said, is affiliated 
with a small group of demon-
strators. 

Schario added that her of-
fice has recently met with the 
Secret Service concerning se-
curity for the event.

“Our policy is that people 
have a right to share all mat-
ters of opinion and we encour-
age peaceful and respectful 

protest,” Schario said.
Many Jewish-American or-

ganizations and Israel support-
ers have been critical of Carter 
since the book was released. 
National publications have 
printed criticisms of Carter ’s 
theory and 15 board members 
of the nonprofit Carter Center 
resigned in January. 

Rob Fishman, executive di-
rector of GW Hillel, said that 
Hillel is not organizing an 
event concerning the Carter 
visit. “I think you’ll see a great 
deal of respect from the stu-
dents at GW,” Fishman said. 

“I was told that (the ques-
tions are) not going be pre-
screened, so we’re hoping that 
students have read the book 
and are prepared to ask chal-
lenging questions,” he said.

Hillel sent out a listserv e-
mail March 1 explaining the 
organization views the event 
as “an educational opportuni-
ty” and a contribution “to the 
ongoing dialogue surrounding 
the Middle East conflict.” 

Carter ’s speech is the third 
installment of the Middle East 
Policy Forum, a series of lec-
tures put on by the Elliott 
School of International Affairs. 
Gnehm told The Hatchet last 
week that he called his fellow 
Georgian on a whim to see if 
he would be interested in par-
ticipating in the series. n
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Academic to analyst to assistant

by Nathan Grossman
Senior Staff Writer 

Gerald Kauvar has been working 
with University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg for so long that sometimes 
he can anticipate what the witty, at times 
outrageous and always unpredictable 
president is thinking. 

“He backs me up,” Trachtenberg said 
of his special assistant of the last five years 
and friend of 30 years. “We’ve known each 
long enough that he can anticipate what 
I’m going to think about a certain piece of 
information.”

Kauvar said his job is easy: just help 
out the president. 

“I do my best to make life easier for 
Steve,” he said. “I try to make sure that 
things are getting done, but I’m not a deci-
sion-maker. My role is to help the presi-
dent make decisions.”

Their friendship began when Kauvar 
was an English professor at the City College 
of New York. Neither one recalls when and 
where their first meeting took place, but 
Kauvar believes that it was at an academic 
conference. The two stayed in touch over 
the years, and in 2002 Trachtenberg lured 
Kauvar away from his job 
as a senior policy analyst 
at RAND Corporation.

“One day 
(Trachtenberg) called me 
and asked me to come to 
GW as his special assis-
tant,” recalled Kauvar, 
whose son attended GW 
and graduated from the 
Elliott School in 1998. “I 
told him that I was hav-
ing a lot of fun at my 
current job, and he said, 
‘Well, you’ll have more 
fun here.’” 

“He was right,” Kauvar said. 
In addition to his work in the presi-

dent’s office, Kauvar also teaches an hon-
ors class called “Why we like what we 

like.” The class uses Freudian psycho-
analysis to better understand why some 
people like a piece of literature, while oth-

ers do not.
“If you read ‘Macbeth’ 

and you do not have any 
personal superstitions, 
you might not be able to 
relate to ‘Macbeth’ and 
his superstitions,” Kauvar 
said. “You might not like 
the play, even if you 
understand why it’s con-
sidered a great work.”

Outside of the 
University, Kauvar 
has worked with 
Trachtenberg to oversee 
the accreditation process 

at New School and establish a task force 
on a national service program for college 
students. He also serves on the Board of 
Directors for the United Way of the D.C. 

area, having been recommended for a spot 
by Trachtenberg five years ago.

University officials are quick to praise 
Kauvar’s work at GW and his character.

“Gerry is a person of high intellect, 
integrity and discretion,” said University 
Marshal Jill Kasle, with whom Kauvar has 
worked on issues regarding the Honors 
Program and general University events. 
“He’s completely devoted to the interests 
of GW, both the community as a whole 
and everybody in it.”

Kauvar first moved to D.C. in 1978 
when he was invited to join the Presidential 
Executive Exchange, a program in which 
people from industry would go into gov-
ernment for a year, and vice versa. He 
didn’t know much about the inner work-
ings of the federal government and asked 
an old friend where he could work in 
priority decision-making. Trachtenberg 
recommended that Kauvar work for the 
Department of Defense, which was in 

need of someone with academic experi-
ence.

After his year was over, Kauvar 
returned to academia, serving as the spe-
cial assistant to the president at Boston 
University. He was soon lured back to 
the Pentagon, where he would spend 20 
years working primarily for the Secretary 
of Defense and later the Secretary of the 
Air Force.  

With Trachtenberg leaving office this 
summer, Kauvar has already made plans 
to follow his boss to his new office in 
the School of Media and Public Affairs. 
Kauvar plans to teach a class on Homeland 
Security next spring and said he hopes to 
work with Trachtenberg on a book about 
the state of higher education in the U.S.

“Next year we’ll be two recently lib-
erated guys trying to figure out what to 
do next,” Trachtenberg said of the duo’s 
future plans. “We’re both going to be look-
ing for a new way to make trouble.” n

Gerald Kauvar is 
right-hand man to 
Trachtenberg

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Gerald Kauvar has been working as University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s special assistant for the past five 
years. Kauvar also teaches a course at GW and has held positions at RAND Corporation and the Department of Defense.

“I do my best to make 
life easier for Steve.”

GERALD KAUVAR
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE 

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

CARTER
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budget cuts three years ago. She 
said theater rental fees, like the 
fee to use Lisner Auditorium, 
can be difficult for the depart-
ment to pay for without outside 
assistance. 

Jacobson emphasized the 
academic importance of perfor-
mance for theater and dance stu-
dents, comparing it to a science 
lab for science students.  

 “In the arts, performance is 
a kind of creative lab,” she said.

The music department has 
also experienced cuts in its aca-
demic budget, which have led 
to a decrease in the number of 
beginner music classes and one-
on-one instruction offered this 
year.

But funding from Chernak 
will possibly help to improve 
perceptions of the University’s 
attitude toward supporting the 
arts. In May, the University Sing-
ers, a group of 53 undergraduate 
and graduate students, will be 
going on tour to Croatia, Slo-
venia and Venice, with partial 
funding from Chernak.

 “It is in the University’s in-
terest to give money for this type 
of tour,” wrote Gregory Camp, a 
member of University Singers, in 
an e-mail to The Hatchet. “Most 
importantly, it spreads knowl-
edge of our University around 
the world.  It is also beneficial to 
the students to travel in a way 
that is often more enlightening 
than a simple vacation. By sing-
ing with people from around the 
world, we broaden our experi-
ences and we can take our new 
knowledge back to GW.”

Chernak said the SASS VP 
discretionary fund was estab-
lished when he first arrived at the 
University in 1988 and decided 
to designate his annual personal 
gift to GW for this purpose. He 
said parents and alumni have 
also contributed to the fund.

Chernak added that he has 
also co-sponsored a disability 
studies symposium and the Co-
lonials Weekend jazz lunch. n

FUNDS
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Superman did it...

Call The Hatchet’s tip line:

1 202 340 6500


