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iHousing draws mixed reactions
University
oﬃcials happy
with results
by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer
Most students received
one of their top-three housing
picks for next year, according
University statistics.

by Marissa Bialecki
Hatchet Staff Writer
CNN’s Lou Dobbs hosted a
live discussion Wednesday night
in Jack Morton Auditorium focusing on the crisis of drug and
alcohol abuse within America’s
youth.
About 200 students, faculty
members and invited guests attended the nationally broadcast
program entitled “The War Within.” Dobbs, who called illegal
drugs in America “weapons of

mass destruction,” spoke with experts and other guests, including
University President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg, about the causes of
substance abuse and its prevention and treatment.
Dobbs cited many statistics,
including the fact that though
the United States comprises only
4 percent of the world’s population, it consumes two-thirds of the
world’s drugs.
“I think that this is the largest

THE SQUARE 54 DECISION was made Monday as the D.C. Zoning Commission
agreed to let the University develop land directly across from GW Hospital.
What is Square 54?
The Square 54 proposal includes a public courtyard, outdoor cafés and a grocery store at
least twice the size of the Watergate Safeway.
Developers hope a 60-foot-wide I Street
sidewalk will draw Mall-bound tourists to
ground-level retail.

Alumnus Roy Lee’s recent
work won him and his colleagues some distinctive awards:
four Academy Awards, in fact.
It’s not every day that people get to work with Jack Nicholson, Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt
Damon and Oscar-winning best
director Martin Scorsese. But for
Lee, it’s all just part of the job.
The 1991 graduate worked
as a producer on last year’s Os-

See DOBBS, p. 9

car-winning best ﬁlm “The Departed” from the very beginning.
The Korean-American helped a
Warner Brothers ﬁlm studio buy
the rights to an Asian-made ﬁlm
on which the U.S. blockbuster
was based off.
“We were involved in writing the screenplay and hiring
crew members right up until
Marty (Scorsese) took over,” he
said.
Over the past several years,

What’s next?
The National Capital Planning Commission, a federal organization that oversees
D.C. development, needs to approve the
project’s design. Even after ﬁnal
approval, red tape is expected to delay
the project for a couple months.

When will it be completed?
Those familiar with zoning procedures say
NCPC approval is almost deﬁnite. A 35day appeal window will be offered for
any remaining opposition. The Foggy
Bottom Association said it will appeal
if it ﬁnds fault with the ﬁnal plan.

by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor

GW will welcome two musical performing acts to campus this
spring within almost one week of
each other.
Grammy award-winning artist
Sheryl Crow will perform in Smith
Center April 22 as part of the Stop
Global Warming College Tour. GW
will be Crow’s last stop and free
tickets will be available to students,
faculty and staff who have a valid
GWorld.
Also announced Wednesday is
that Regina Spektor will headline
this year ’s Spring Fling, the annu-

See HOUSING, p. 10

al outdoor concert sponsored by
Program Board. The Moscow-native
Spektor has risen to fame in the last
three years with her album “Begin to
Hope,” which was released last year
and hit No. 20 on the Billboard 200
records chart.
Director of Media Relations Tracy
Schario said both events point to
GW’s ability to attract high-caliber
acts.
“GW is unique in that here we
are in an urban environment and
there are so many events that students can go to off campus, yet we
still have an incredible array of politicians, entertainers and performers
that we bring to the University and
that come to the University,” she
said.
Crow is touring with environmental activist Laurie David, who
served as a producer for Al Gore’s
Oscar winning film “An Inconvenient
Truth” and is also comedian Larry
David’s wife. Crow will end her 12campus tour April 22.

Unanimous decision
paves way for project
Construction on the old hospital site just
south of Washington Circle is set to begin next
academic year after the Square 54 commercial
project received unanimous approval from the
D.C. Zoning Commission Monday night.
The go-ahead from the commissioners
came after GW agreed to reduce the height of
a residential building along 22nd Street – a request the commission made after postponing a
decision on the plan in late February. Ruling on
the application, which GW and the developer
Boston Properties ﬁled in March 2006, has been
delayed three times.
Before the meeting, GW submitted revised
plans for the complex, which included a 1percent decrease in the building’s density but
without any reduction in public beneﬁts offered. Such amenities include a 25,000-squarefoot grocery store and a 26,000-square-foot
courtyard.
Commissioners said at Monday’s meeting
they were very pleased with the revised application.
“I’m happy with the response from the applicant, and I’m glad that the amenities have
remained intact,” Zoning Commission Chair
Carol Mitten said.
University ofﬁcials said the approval is an
exciting development for the future of GW.
Executive Vice President and Treasurer Lou
Katz said revenue from the 60-year lease of the
Square 54 site to Boston Properties will fund a
new science center.
See SQ.54, p. 3

See LEE, p. 8

Crow, Spektor to come in April
Musicians part of
tour, annual Spring
Fling concert

said. “We are willing to work
with every student.”
Of the more than 3,000
requests, less than 250 roommate requests were not granted.
Sophomore Andrea Binner
was one of the students who
did not get the roommates
she requested. Binner and two
of her perspective roommates
were placed in separate triples
in the same building.
“I felt like there should

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor

?

Producing an
Oscar
by Nathan Grossman
Senior Staff Writer

Some underclass students
were pulled into junior and
senior housing while others
failed to receive an assignment and were put on a wait
list.
About a dozen students
unhappy with their housing
selections started an iPetition
from that Web site to lobby
the University to bring back
the old housing system.
“Eighty-two percent of the
students are happy, and we’ll
obviously be hearing from the
other 18 percent,” Weinshel

Square 54 approved
by Zoning Commission

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

CNN correspondent Lou Dobbs looks over notes with an assistant
during a commercial break for “The War Within,” taped Wednesday
night at the Jack Morton Auditorium.

CNN returns for
special in SMPA

During the inaugural run
of the computerized program
iHousing, 82 percent of applicants received one of their topthree housing choices, with 71
percent receiving their first
choice, said Seth Weinshel,
assignments director of GW
Housing Programs.
“We are very happy with
what the system has done,”
said Weinshel, referring to
new housing software iHousing.
The day did not go off
without a hitch, however.

Schario said representatives from
the tour contacted GW and other
area Universities and opted for a
stop in Foggy Bottom.
“From a University perspective,
we welcome the tour,” she said.
The tour ’s major push is to
increase publicity about global
warming, which Schario said is an
issue important to many GW students.
“We have a number of student
groups that are champions of green
issues and so from a student perspective, it definitely helps them raise
their visibility for what those students are doing to keep GW green,”
she said.
According to a University press
release Wednesday, Crow and David
will be joined by country music stars
Faith Hill and Tim McGraw.
Program Board’s Concerts Chair
Zach Pentel, who is also a Hatchet
arts writer, said Spektor was their
See MUSIC, p. 10

BALLOTBOWL

Erin Shea/photo editor

Junior Josh Bumpus hands a pledge card to University of D.C. freshman
Brenda Cleveland at a D.C. Vote event at Ben’s Chili Bowl Monday evening. The group is working to gain support for District voting rights.
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Non-Profit Career Fair
Interested in working for
a non-profit? Stop by this
career fair organized by
Idealist.org.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Marvin Center 3rd Floor
Sponsored by the Career
Center

Spring Film Series:
Children of Men
Catch a free showing of
this blockbuster. Valid
GWorld required.
10 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium
Sponsored by Program
Board.

The Arab States of the
Gulf: Under Pressure
Join Ambassador Edward
“Skip” Gnehm, director
of the Middle East Policy
Forum, for this discussion.
6:30 to 8 p.m.
1957 E Street, room 213
Sponsored by the Middle
East Policy Forum

FRIDAY
Sleep Out for the
Homeless
Learn more about homelessness in D.C. with discussion and information
about advocacy.
8 p.m. to 8 a.m.
University Yard
Sponsored by Neighbors
Project, Class Council,
Student Movement for
Real Change, Intervarsity
Christian Fellowship

SANOTE
Thorpe to set guidelines for
$25,000 grant
Student Association President Lamar Thorpe said Tuesday night that he will establish guidelines for using the
$25,000 University grant the
group received last week before he leaves office April 30.
University officials announced last week a twoyear pilot program to fund
“socially responsible initiatives.” Thorpe, a senior, said
officials wanted to show support for the SA executive’s
outreach efforts toward Gallaudet University students
who were protesting the former President-designate Jane
Fernandes in October. Thorpe
used private funds to provide
blankets, food, water and
other necessities to protesters
who were camping outdoors.
The SA president said that
he plans to establish a commission to oversee the allocation of the grant money even
though he will no longer be
president beginning May 1
and transition into sophomore Nicole Capp’s term has
already begun.
“It is going to be up to me
and my administration to set
guidelines,” Thorpe said in a
phone interview. “I will appoint the first commission ...
I want to make sure it is done
the way I want.”
The SA president said that
the commission would provide money for student organizations, including the SA,
which request funds to pursue
socially conscious projects.
Students from the Progressive Student Union have been
lobbying for funds to finance
GW’s admission into the
Worker Rights Consortium,
an independent labor rights
monitoring organization.
Thorpe said it will be “up
to the commission” to decide
if grant money will go towards the WRC membership.
Matthew Brokman, leader
of the Progressive Student
Union, said the grant was created “specifically for the WRC
affiliation,” among other proj-
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ects.
“While Lamar is correct
that it will be up to the commission to decide how to
spend the funds, being that
three SA resolutions have
passed – one of which even
offered to pay the fee out of
SA funds – and that the grant
was established because of
our pushing and a clear need
for affiliation, we fully expect
that WRC fees will be covered
by the grant,” said Brokman,
a junior.
The SA will meet again
Tuesday night. The first meeting of the Senate-elect will
take place Wednesday evening.
–Andrew Ramonas

HIGH 61 | LOW 51

SNAPSHOT Looking artful

GREEKBRIEF
Sorority event raises money for
blind
The Delta Gamma sorority’s annual Anchor Bowl
raised $5,000 this week for
Service for Sight, an organization that provides services to
blind and visually impaired
individuals.
Anchor Bowl consists of a
week’s worth of fundraising
and social events that culminate in a football tournament
for fraternities. Upcoming
events this week include a
Baja Fresh fundraiser and the
Anchor Man talent competition. The seven-on-seven fraternity football tournament
will take place Saturday on
the National Mall.
“(Anchor Bowl) is a great
way to raise money and simultaneously spend time with the
fraternities on campus,” said
junior Emily O’Neill, the sorority’s president. “The event
brings more unity to Delta
Gamma, and I’m conﬁdent that
we’ll shine again this year.”
The chapter raised about
$8,800 last year through Anchor Bowl and sponsored two
women in the Avon Walk for
Breast Cancer, O’Neill said.
The sorority committed to
participate in the walk again
this year, which will take
place May 5 through 6.
–Marissa Bialecki

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer

Bernard Mozer, a D.C. resident, studies photographic works by Diane Ramos Wednesday
afternoon in the Luther W. Brady Art Gallery on the second ﬂoor of the SMPA building. The
current exhibition features work by GW students and runs until April 27.

GWBRIEF
Thurston shut down for summer
Thurston Hall will be
closed for extensive renovations this summer and will reopen about a week before fall
move-in.
The 1,116-bed freshman
residence hall will receive
new windows, updated lighting fixtures and elevators,
and fire sprinklers in each of

the rooms, said Seth Weinshel, assignments director of
GW Housing Programs. He
explained that one building
per summer goes offline for
maintenance and construction
work.
“It has been an ongoing
project for the last seven or
eight years, and this summer
it’s Thurston,” Weinshel said.
The residence at 19th and
F streets, which is often noted
for its boisterous and social
atmosphere, will shut down
at noon on May 21 – the day

Corrections
Editor ’s Note: Due to a contributing reporter ’s error, junior Daniel November was
quoted in the story “Gay at GW: a culture
of acceptance?” (March 26, p.1) without
his permission. He had given permission
to be quoted in the contributing reporter ’s
class assignment, but did not give the reporter permission for it to be printed in
The Hatchet.

after Commencement. Weinshel said it should reopen six
or seven days before the fall
semester ’s move-in day .
Housing for incoming
freshmen at Colonial Inauguration will be moved to Fulbright and Madison halls for
the summer, and conference
and intern residents will also
live in other buildings. About
17,000 people typically stay in
on-campus housing throughout the summer, Weinshel
said.
–David Ceasar

The article incorrectly characterized November ’s relationship with a Georgetown
student. At the time of November ’s interview he and the student were just dating,
and have since stopped seeing each other.
In the article “GW makes third straight
NCAA appearance” (March 22, p. 15), The
Hatchet mistakenly reported the score of the
men’s basketball team’s loss to Vanderbilt.
GW lost 77-44.

The GW Hatchet

News

Legislation halted for
second time in six
months
by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer

Freshman Josh Sacks of the College Republicans makes
an argument during the annual College Democrat College Republican Freshman Debate Tuesday night at
Marvin Center.

from p. 1
A timeline for the project’s
construction is still unknown,
with many ofﬁcial actions still
months away. Once the ﬁnal
written approval from the Zoning Commission comes, which
Katz said might be as early as
May, the University can begin
the process of applying for construction permits. The likely
opening date of the complex is
2010, he said.
Media Relations Director
Tracy Schario said that after so
many resources were used in
the application, it was a relief to
have some forward momentum.
“This is a wonderful conclusion to a very aggressive development plan,” Schario said.
“This gives us a lot of ability to
meet our objectives.”
Schario declined to tell the
amount Boston Properties has
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D.C. voting rights bill stalls again

FRESHMANFOES

SQ.54

Thursday, March 29, 2007

agreed to pay GW for leasing
the property.
When the Square 54 complex
was ﬁrst introduced, some students and professors opposed
the University’s decision to use
the 2.4 acres as a revenue source
rather than for classrooms and
residence halls. After holding
information sessions around the
Foggy Bottom and Mount Vernon campuses, much of the opposition died down.
But community members
continue to oppose the project.
The Foggy Bottom/West End
Advisory Neighborhood Commission, an elected body that
advises D.C. ofﬁcials on community concerns, passed a resolution protesting the project.
Some local activists against the
residential and commercial complex since it was ﬁrst proposed
in 2005 said they might appeal
it.
The Foggy Bottom Association, a community organization
See PLAN, p. 10

A bill to give D.C. a voting representative
in Congress has stalled for a second time in
six months amid debate over its constitutionality.
The District has one non-voting representative in the House of Representatives, a position Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.)
holds. The District of Columbia House Voting
Rights Act of 2007 – sponsored by Norton and
Rep. Tom Davis (R-Va.) – would add two new
seats to the House. The bill allots one of the
new seats to the predominantly Democratic
nation’s capital and the other to a Republican
region in Utah.
Jonathan Turley, a constitutional law professor who testified at two House Judiciary
Committee hearings on the Voting Rights
bill, said the law is unconstitutional. Turley
said the bill violates Article I, Section II of
the Constitution, which states “The House
of Representatives shall be composed of
Members chosen ... by the People of the several States.” Because D.C. is designated a special
district in the Constitution, it isn’t a state.
Turley, who said he supports a voting representative in Congress for D.C., said lawmakers should focus on refashioning the legislation, given its unlikely chances of becoming
a law.
“It is a shame that we have spent years
debating this flagrantly unconstitutional measure rather than dealing with legitimate ways
to get full representation for the District,”
Turley said.
Congress should look into making D.C.

part of Maryland to solve the problem, Turley
said. This strategy, called retrocession, would
make D.C. a normal state-supervised city.
This is the first time similar legislation
has reached the House floor since 1978. An
identical bill was proposed in December, but
Republican leadership wouldn’t allow it onto
the agenda.
After reaching the House floor March
23, an unexpected Republican amendment
to ease District gun laws caused Majority
Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) to delay
the vote for a later date. The White House also
announced last week that President George
W. Bush would likely veto the legislation if it
reaches his desk.
About 30 students and professors from
the D.C. area gathered at Ben’s Chili Bowl restaurant on U Street Monday night to discuss
voting rights. D.C. Vote, a volunteer-based
organization working to gain support for
District voting rights, organized the event.
“It’s terrible that the nation’s capital is not
being represented,” sophomore Andrea Katz
said at the event. “And while (some representatives claim) that Congress represents D.C.
as a whole, no one person has D.C. as a first
priority.”
Political science professor Mark Croatti
said although the bill does not grant D.C. representation in both the House and the Senate,
it is a step in the right direction.
“Anything that gives the District some
voting rights is worthwhile,” Croatti said,
adding that very few students he encounters
are aware of the issue.
In December, he brought about 60 of
his students to a D.C. Vote lobbying day at
Capitol Hill. He said
he also plans to bring
students to the march
for D.C. voting rights
in April.
Organizers
at
Ben’s Chili Bowl
stressed to partici-

Celtic Brittany Pilgrimage

May 6-16
Offered by Sapira, Inc., Alexandria, VA
(www.sapira.com to register by April 10)
Highlights: Chartres Cathedral, Mont St Michel,
Boat Ride to Island of Gavinris,
Afternoon in Paris.
10% discount for GW students and employees.
Call 703-535-1114 for more information.
"I have taken two pilgrimages with Sapira. Both
were magnificent and refreshing!"
R. O'Hara, Law School (rohara@law.gwu.edu)

pants that the April 16 march is essential to
gaining recognition for the group’s cause.
Senior L. Asher Corson, who is an elected member of the Foggy Bottom/West End
Advisory Neighborhood Commission, said
he supports the bill. The ANC advises D.C.
government officials and agencies on community concerns.
“The real reason the issue never gets
handled is because the powerful, wealthy
people that live in this city do not live here
permanently,” Corson said, referring to both
politicians and college students. “People that
live here permanently tend to be a fairly disadvantaged demographic.”
Other D.C. residents have trouble supporting the bill, though they adamantly support voting rights for the District.
Dwight Cropp, a public policy professor
who formerly worked in D.C. government,
said that although he wants full voting rights,
he agrees that the bill needs to be reworked.
“As a lifetime resident of the District, of
course emotionally I want a voting representative in the Congress. I think I deserve (it) as a
citizen,” said Cropp, who is the husband to
former D.C. Council Chair Linda Cropp. “But
from a purely academic and legal perspective it
will be difficult to do that within existing law.”
Cropp suggested that the most lawful
approach would be to amend the Constitution
to allow D.C. to be represented in the House.
Education on the issue, he added, is
important. “I think it’s incumbent upon us to
educate people and get the word across the
country that there is more to the District of
Columbia than the White House, the Capitol
and Marion Barry.” n
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QUOTABLE

“I had assumed the gerbil had just died when I found him,
so I attempted to give the gerbil CPR.”
–Ptolemy Slocum, an alumnus of student comedy group Recess, referring to the
group’s former mascot, a gerbil who passed away.

editorial

THUMBS UP/
THUMBS DOWN
The Hatchet’s monthly wrap-up
of GW’s ups and downs.
Campus Plan
Following months of deliberation,
D.C. Board of Zoning’s acceptance of the 20-year Campus Plan
is a major step toward centralizing GW. Foggy Bottom residents
should realize that this is a positive proposal for all members of
the community.
SA platforms
Student Association Presidentelect Nicole Capp and VicePresident-elect Brand Kroeger
have proposed ambitious agendas for next year. Unfortunately,
many of these objectives are out
of the SA’s scope and will lead away
from a focus on student advocacy.
Lady Colonials
The GW women’s basketball team’s
advancement to the NCAA tournament’s Sweet 16 round is a big
achievement for the club and a
boon to GW’s reputation.
Men’s basketball
While the Colonial men’s team
made it to the NCAA basketball
tournament, a lackluster showing disappointed many fans. As
a trip to the coveted competition
becomes an expectation at GW in
future years, the team must focus on
becoming contenders once in the tournament.
Wireless coverage
Increased availability of GW’s wireless network is something that
students requested for years.
University administrators should
continue to expand this service
while recognizing that residence
hall study areas are no replacement for creating more centralized study
spaces on campus.
Budget crunch
A tighter budget forced GW to
deny funding to a number of
Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences departments. Such
monetary constraints further
engender negative perceptions of a
school that is also continually raising
its astronomical tuition.
Carter visit
President Jimmy Carter ’s talk at
GW was largely successful, as the
former leader accepted unrehearsed questions on his controversial book for the first time.
This true debate should be noted
by those who originally criticized
Carter ’s visit because of his past performances.
New Hatchet boss
For lack of a better candidate,
The Hatchet staff elected a criminally unqualified Jake Sherman
as The Hatchet’s next editor in
chief. Despite his impending
reign of terror, we still love him.

Want your opinion
Want your opinion
to be heard?
to be heard?
e-mail any columns,
letters or cartoons to
opinions@gwhatchet.com
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Hands oﬀ Alumni House

Space is a precious commodity on a campus with few options for events

T

here’s a not-so-great that’s devoted to clever debate on
rumor around campus interesting issues. This past year
that you might have we’ve had every one of our meetread about on this page. In her ings at the Alumni House, which
March 1 column, “Beating the ‘buff looks delightful while lit up at
and blue’ blues,” (p. 4) Hatchet night. Its cozy interior is also quite
Contributing Opinions Editor comfortable.
Diana Kugel mentioned the posThe best part is that it’s free
sibility that President-elect Steven for any registered student organiKnapp might be moving
zation. Knapp’s possible
into Alumni House.
desire to move in certainKugel likes the sound
ly couldn’t stem from disof this, arguing that it will
use. It’s almost impossible
help Colonials spirit by
to schedule time in the
unifying the school. With
Alumni House unless you
all due respect to the writdo it months in advance.
er, her vision of “school
I think I speak for plenty
spirit” must contain a
of student organizations
new game for drunken
ANDREW when I say that we want
Thurston residents that
to keep using this space.
SIDDONS
might include any comThankfully, Knapp’s
bination of ringing/runresidency
in Alumni
COLUMNIST
ning/peeing/puking/
House is but a rumor. It’s
hooking up on the presialleged that he could setdent’s house.
tle down in President Stephen Joel
What’s worse than these poten- Trachtenberg’s University-owned
tial “Animal House” antics is that if mansion, so long as Trachtenberg
Knapp moves into Alumni House, doesn’t get squatter ’s rights. And
student organizations will no lon- there is the chance Knapp may take
ger be able to use one of the nicest up residence in a yet-to-be-deterbuildings on campus for functions mined location.
when they are looking to class it
Unfortunately, not all space is
up a little bit. And since our other in demand like the Alumni House,
options for location, advertising but finding event space even withand catering are not exceedingly out Knapp as the newest campus
abundant, not having access to resident is difficult. While it is
Alumni House would be a severe relatively easier to schedule time
loss.
in the Marvin Center, restrictive
In the interest of full disclo- advertising and catering policies
sure, you must know that I help may discourage groups from holdorganize meetings of the Enosinian ing events there.
Society, a recently rekindled group
As far as advertising is con-

cerned, we student groups had it more than $100. You could have
nice for a while. At the beginning done it yourself for about $20.
I said “almost mandatory”
of fall semester, to get posters up
in residence halls, all one had to do because if you’re willing to jump
was drop them off at the housing through hoops, it is possible to
office, and house staff members obtain a “food waiver,” which is
would put them up on their bulle- still subject to approval from the
tin boards. But now, student orga- catering bullies in Marvin Center.
nizations have to request to sign The fact that Colonial Catering
gets
away
out a GWorld
with Kennedy
card with allCenter
prices
hall access, and What’s worse than these
is yet another
do it all thempotential “Animal House” antics disgraceful, if
selves.
unfortunately
The
old
representaa d v e r t i s - is that if Knapp moves into
tive, example
ing
method
of objectionable
was never an Alumni House, student
GW excesses.
extraordinary
burden on indi- organizations will no longer be
If the Student
vidual House
Association
Staff members able to use one of the nicest
really
wants
who were each
to
advocate
responsible for buildings on campus for
for students, it
a few posters,
might do what it
but the new way functions when they are looking can to start trust
presents a much
busting our food
larger time comservice providto
class
it
up
a
little
bit.
mitment for stuers, return to
dent organizathe old advertistions.
ing system and
After merely finding a location push for more student space. And
for an event and advertising it, stu- please, don’t take Alumni House
dent groups must use one of GW’s off the table. It would be a loss for
catering subcontractors, Colonial students and student organizations
Catering or Catering Solutions, for and a win for nobody. And really,
food. Prices include $1.50 per can the curtains don’t truly compleof soda, $1.75 per bottle of water ment Knapp’s eye color, and vomit
and $1.95 per person if you want is awfully slippery.
some chips and salsa. Say you’re
–The writer, a senior majoring in
expecting 30 people for a lightly international affairs and anthropology,
catered event, and that’s already
is a Hatchet columnist.

The route to injustice

T

A simple bus ride highlights inequity in the District

he District of Columbia: the name Latinos sit in the hard plastic seats, with their space of a few miles, the visitor has witnessed
alone evokes images of neoclassi- heads bowed and their hands clasped in their the harsh reality of this city. Income segregacal buildings, wide avenues and the laps. Although the image presented on the bus tion is a defining characteristic of the District,
National Mall. As a four-year resident of this seems to be one of diversity and acceptance, perpetuated by D.C.’s poor school system and
great city, I cannot help but feel an
the clusters of whites and blacks sug- high housing costs.
immense sense of pride when strolling
gest that integration is far from being
Perhaps even more humiliating than the
KRISTEN
around the Lincoln Memorial late at
realized.
economic injustice in D.C.
night or while standing amidst a pink
The
Capitol
is the racial injustice. To the
B
ROWN
snowfall in early April.
Building – the ceneast of the Capitol Building,
Yet I have to ask myself: are these
ter of the city, the
the only riders on bus 34 are
idyllic images truly reflective of our
nation and (to some A simple Metrobus ride on route
black, and as the bus travels
nation’s capital? How well does the
less-humble citifurther east, more and more
District of Columbia represent our nation, our zens) the world – represents 34 from Washington Circle to
African Americans fill the
ideals and our future aspirations?
the capital of hypocrisy. This
sidewalks. Racial segregaA simple Metrobus ride on route 34 from majestic building, which the Naylor Road Metro Station in
tion – that shameful part of
Washington Circle to the Naylor Road Metro shines as a beacon to visitors
our nation’s past that we
Station in Maryland near Southeast D.C. reveals and residents alike, divides Maryland near Southeast D.C.
thought we had eliminatanother side to the District not depicted in the city into racial and ecoed during the Civil Rights
guidebooks nor praised in struggling democra- nomic zones of inequal- reveals another side to the
Movement of the 1960s – is
cies. Unfortunately – and embarrassingly – the ity and serves as a constant
still very much the reality in
global epicenter of democracy and wealth is reminder of the segregated District not depicted in guideD.C. What kind of example
also a region of great inequality and poverty. nature of the District. Every
can we hope to set for strugIf the extent of racial and economic injustice time I behold this architec- books nor praised in struggling
gling democracies such as
in D.C. were known throughout the world, tural masterpiece, I cannot
Iraq if the capital of the free
perceptions of the United States would change help but wonder if its archi- democracies.
world is divided into sharp– and certainly not for the better.
tects knew that this icon of
ly separated white and black
I took a ride on bus 34, interested to see democracy would serve as a
sectors?
how the city developed and changed as the racial and economic division
The solution to the
rider traveled from Northwest to Southeast. for D.C.
inequality in D.C. is not
The change was dramatic and depressing. From
Bus route 34 demonstrates the Capitol’s easy, nor is it achievable without some major
Washington Circle until the Capitol Building, role in the District as the rider watches D.C. attitude shifts on where our nation should
the rider experiences the classic images of the transform into poor, almost slum-like regions focus its resources. Route 34 makes it clear that
District of Columbia: the federal buildings of on the eastern side of this building. Trendy D.C. is not a model of democracy and freeour democratic government, the White House, townhouses morph into boarded-up homes and dom but rather a hub for racial and economic
the Smithsonian museums and the National parks transform into used car lots. Tattoo par- inequality. Perhaps instead of dedicating our
Mall. The Greek-inspired architecture seems to lors become more common and school facilities federal resources to making the world safer for
call out to the democratic tradition of antiquity seem to be havens for barbed wire and police democracy, we should be working to make our
nation’s capital an urban center that embodies
and the museums emphasize the importance of cars.
education in our country.
The economic disparity between the wealthy the ideals of freedom, equality and prosperity
Until the Capitol, the other riders on the bus white-collar workers in Northwest and the for all citizens of this great land.
–The writer, a senior, is majoring in German
seem to sense this aura of majesty and travel in struggling blue-collar workers in Southeast is
language and literature and history.
a state of hushed reverence. Whites, blacks and all too clear during this part of the ride. In the
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D.C. students awarded Trachtenberg scholarships
Nine high school
students receive
full scholarships
by Lindsey Hartmann
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW awarded nine D.C. public
high school seniors full scholarships
to attend the University beginning
next year.
The Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
Scholarship program has provided
full scholarships, including funds for
room and board and book expenses,
for 93 D.C. public school seniors during the last 18 years. Three of the nine
recipients receiving the offer earlier this month, Serena Wong, Kristin
Smith and Marcus Hendricks, attend
the School Without Walls high school
located in the heart of the Foggy
Bottom campus on G Street.

“It’s a really helpful program,”
said Smith, who will graduate in the
top 10 percent of her class. “It gives
good students the opportunity to go
to good schools.”
Smith’s college options include
New York University, Boston
University and Grinnell College. She
is still waiting for a response from
Georgetown and Harvard universities. Though she has yet to decide
which school she will attend in the
fall, Smith said the full scholarship
was hard to ignore.
“I don’t know yet what school
I’ll be attending – I’m still thinking,” Smith said. “Anybody’s dream
school would be Harvard, but it’s a
tough choice.”
Wong said she had to overcome
obstacles in order to become the
high-achiever she is today.
“I’m the first person in my family
to attend college,” Wong said. “We
don’t speak English at home, so since
elementary school, it’s been really
hard to acclimate to the culture.”
Wong, who is captain of her var-

sity lacrosse team and student body
president, said her college choices
include Columbia, Rice and Tufts
universities. Despite these options,
she said she will likely attend GW
next fall because of the scholarship.

“It gives good students
the opportunity to go to
good schools.”
KRISTIN SMITH

SCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS
STUDENT AND SJT SCHOLARSHIP
WINNER

Like Wong and Smith, Hendricks
has an impressive resume. He is
chapter president of the National
Society of Black Engineers and student body vice president. The ambi-

A laughing matter

Recess’ graduates
make waves in
the comedy world
by Jennifer Easton
Hatchet Staff Writer

Before he stepped on stage
to audition for NBC’s “Saturday
Night Live,” Herschel Bleefeld
thought about some of the same
things that used to go through his
mind when he was a member of
GW’s comedy group Recess.
“You either have it or you
don’t, and if you don’t, you don’t
deserve to be out there. I think
about that every time I perform to
this day,” Bleefeld said.
Though he didn’t land a
spot on “Saturday Night Live,”
Bleefeld said he felt proud to have
had the honor of auditioning for
the show.
“They test maybe 25 people a
year...to go to New York and perform on the ‘SNL’ stage directly
for Lorne Michaels and the other
producers,” Bleefeld wrote in an
e-mail. “I actually got to sign a
contract for SNL and it had my

name on it ... it didn’t matter (to
me) whether I got the job or not.”
Some of the former members
of Recess, GW’s sketch, improvisational and video comedy group,
have pursued successful careers
in the entertainment industry.
Bleefeld is no exception. He’s acted
in productions including “Bruce
Almighty,” “A Lot Like Love” and
“Six Feet Under.”
“In ‘Bruce Almighty’ I worked
for the whole day with Jennifer
Aniston and she was totally sweet
to everyone and chatted, but I was
way too intimidated to even say a
word to her. At the end of the day
... she said to me, ‘Even though we
didn’t really get to talk, it was so
nice to meet you.’ I left the set on
cloud nine,” Bleefeld said.
Another successful Recess
alumnus is Ptolemy Slocum, who
said that his experience in the
group prepared him for the entertainment industry better than any
class or program he’s ever taken.
Slocum, a 1998 GW graduate, teaches classes at The People’s
Improv Theater in New York, a
studio that New York Magazine
ranked as having the best improv
lessons in the city. He can now
be seen in commercials for both
FedEx and Pontiac, and will

appear on the upcoming season of
HBO’s “The Sopranos.”
Like his other Recess colleagues, Slocum has plenty of
fond and somewhat disturbing
memories of his days as a member of the group. He described the
story of Learney the gerbil, who
had passed away years before he
became a Recess mascot that was
kept in a freezer back when the
group had a house on campus.
“I came back from vacation
and Learney was dead. It was winter-time, and I think the windows
were left open. I had assumed the
gerbil had just died when I found
him, so I attempted to give the gerbil CPR,” said Slocum, who ended
up putting dead Learney in the
freezer for years of keeping.
Despite the gang’s shenanigans, or possibly because of them,
Slocum said that he learned everything he knows about comedy
and performance from is time in
Recess.
“There is no better education,”
Slocum said.
Having done commercials and
acting for five years now, Slocum
dubbed himself the second mostsuccessful former Recess member.
See RECESS, p. 8
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tious senior is also a member of the
varsity baseball team and formerly
served as a congressional aide to
D.C.’s House Rep. Eleanor Holmes
Norton.
The six other scholarship recipients are Samuel Collins Jr., Jimmy
Gomez, Emily Persons and Minh
Phan from Benjamin Banneker
Academic High School; Emily
Olmstead from the Duke Ellington
School of the Arts; and Sesen Gidey
from Woodrow Wilson Senior High
School.
The University selected the students from the pool of 2007 applicants who also attend D.C. Public
Schools. The selections were based
on grade point average, standardized test scores and teacher recommendations.
Recently, the ineligibility of
public charter school students has
caused a slight stir in the education
policy community.
“Charter schools are public schools,
so to not include charter school students
in the application process is in essence

denying a percentage of public school
students who could benefit from this
opportunity as well,” said recent GW
alumna Emily Cherniack, who is also
a research associate at the Graduate
School of Education and Human
Development.
She stressed that District charter
schools are no different from D.C. public schools when it comes to privilege.
While there are many public
charter schools in D.C. today, they
did not exist when the scholarship
program began 18 years ago. In a
statement from University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s office,
expanding the program in the future
has not been ruled out. The statement cited inadequate resources as
the main reason for delaying such an
expansion.
“We look forward to the day
when we can expand the program,”
the statement said. “We are working hard to endow the scholarships
so that we can continue to offer this
generous financial assistance to even
more deserving District youth.” n
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Singing their way to the top

Sons of Pitch host “United States of A Cappella”
by Caitlin DeMerlis
Contributing Arts Editor

A tiny, unbearably warm room in the
basement of Ivory Tower wouldn’t normally
bode well for holding a young woman’s
attention. But fill that room with 12 young
men who sing, rumors of pants-less rehearsals and a bit too much testosterone, and suddenly things get interesting. Who could these
charming fellas be? None other than the Sons
of Pitch, GW’s all-male a cappella group.
The Sons of Pitch, who were formed due
to a lack of all-male a cappella on campus,
have been serenading audiences, wooing the
ladies and attempting to make a cappella
look cool since their beginnings four years
ago. But now, they’ve got even bigger plans
than getting a date on a Friday night.
SOP, as the group is more commonly
called, will be holding their newest event, the
“United States of A Cappella,” this Saturday
night at 7 and 9:30 p.m., in the United Church
on G Street. The philanthropic event will raise
money for the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation, in addition to getting SOP’s
name on the map as a reputable a cappella
group.
“United States of A Cappella,” or “USA,”
will be a combination of performances by a
cappella groups from up and down the East
coast, making this a unique event in GW’s a
cappella history. In addition to a performance
by SOP, “USA” features five guest groups:
Tuft University’s Amalgamates, the NYU
Cleftomaniacs, John Hopkins University’s
Octopodes, Fordham University Satin Dolls,
and UPenn’s Pennsylvania Six 5000. With
some of these groups garnering a cappella
fame across the nation, SOP is hoping for a
huge crowd as well as a large donation for
the JDRF.

“Ideally we’d like 1,200 people. We
would like to pack both shows,” said SOP’s
Business Manager, Alex Hecht. “Hopefully
$6,000 minimum.”
Hecht explained that based on the amount
of money “USA” will bring in, SOP tried to
choose a foundation which could truly benefit from their donation. The JDRF seemed to
be a perfect fit for such an event. Also important, SOP’s idea was received extremely well
by the JDRF, who Hecht says has been backing the boys 100 percent through the whole
process (and will even be sending a representative to the event).
However, raising money isn’t the only
motive behind “USA.” In addition to making
a donation to the JDRF, SOP is hoping that
“USA” will bring them various other results.
For one, “USA” centers on music and
singing, making the concert’s quality of
utmost importance to the Sons.
“As much as this is a concert to raise
money for JDRF, it’s also an opportunity for
us to put on, what we’re hoping to be, and
what I think we’re confident is going to be,
the best a cappella show this campus has
ever seen,” Music Director and one of SOP’s
founders, Phil Sherman said.
Also important is the publicity this unique
event has the potential to bring SOP. Though
“USA” is new to GW, the concept of a cappella concerts which raise money for charity
is not the first idea of its kind. Already in
existence at GW is the annual “A CappellaPalooza,” (hosted by the GW Troubadours)
which combines performances by all of the
GW groups, and raises money for charity.
“Palooza,” in addition to other similar events
at colleges across the country, inspired SOP’s
“USA,” but the boys were looking for something different, something bigger – an event
which could help make their name common

in dorm rooms across campus, and hopefully
colleges across the States, as well.
Says SOP member and Director of
Marketing, Erik Bergmann, “What we want
is for this concert to become a big thing, a
tradition, something that puts JDRF, SOP,
GW, a cappella even, in people’s minds, in
the forefront of people’s minds, at this time
of year.”
Though Bergmann’s aspirations (which
match those of the rest of the group) seem
a bit steep for such a young group and new
event, the sheer existence of “USA” will help
the boys gain publicity as well as network
with other groups.
As freshman member Sal Colleluori
points out, “If we start getting groups from
other places, you never know who they’re
going to bring, or who they even know … We
already know what goes on in GW’s campus,
so getting groups from other places kind of
varies things up a bit.”
Despite having high expectations, SOP
does genuinely strive for one overall goal
with the creation and production of “USA”:
they want to make an impact. Be it through
raising money, gaining publicity or meeting
other a cappella students, SOP wants to leave
its mark on GW, and, idealistically, on D.C. As
Sherman comments, he hopes that USA will
make others aware that even a cappella can
“make a difference.”
Unable to predict whether “USA” will
be a hit, one can at least expect an entertaining night from this group of debonair young
men, while donating money to a good cause.
“United States of A Cappella” will be
held in the United Church on 20th and G
streets on Saturday. Shows are at 7 and
9:30 p.m. Minimum donation of $5; all proceeds benefit the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation. n

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer

Senior Scott Sobelman sings during a Sons of Pitch performance during the Foggy Bottom block party in the fall.

BARbelle
Nooshi Happy
Hour

1120 19th St. N.W.

A Blaze of “Glory”
John Heder talks ﬁgure skating, BO and Craig T. Nelson
by Kate Guhl
Hatchet Reporter

AN ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR THE
CASH-STRAPPED COLLEGE STUDENT

$5 - $10 - $20

Batman and Robin. Lennon and
McCartney. Jack Bauer and Tony
Almeida. Venus and Serena Williams.
All of these duos brought out the best
– and worst – in each other. With the
release of “Blades of Glory,” a standout film in the ubiquitous genre of
homoerotic ice skating buddy comedies, Will Ferrell and Jon Heder join
this list.
Chazz Michael Michaels (Ferrell) is
a tattooed, leather-clad ice skater who
“puts the ‘bone’ in ‘zamboni.’” The
archrival of this lone wolf is Jimmy
MacElroy (Heder, best known for his
breakthrough performance as Napoleon

Dynamite), with his feathery blonde
hair, sparkly peacock performance costumes and need for precision. After a
fiery display when tying for the gold,
they are stripped of their medals and
banned from men’s competitive skating for life. A loophole allows them to
enter in the pairs division, and with
the help of Jimmy’s trainer (Craig T.
Nelson), they’re back in the game.
This threatens the dynamic brothersister team of Stranz and Fairchild Van
Waldenberg (played with just the right
tinge of creepy-but-comical incest by
the dynamic husband-wife team of
Will Arnett and Amy Poehler).
The Hatchet got a chance to speak
with Heder before the film’s release
during a conversation peppered with

If you have

$5

No money is required to enjoy a beautiful day. Spring is here, and you can
celebrate the blooming of some of
D.C.’s most famous residents by going
out on Saturday for the beginning of
this year’s National Cherry Blossom
Festival.
From 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
at the National Building Museum on
401 F St. N.W, enjoy the grand opening by exploring myriad aspects of
Japanese culture and design. The
opening ceremony of the festival will
follow the family-friendly activities
at 4 pm. n

subconsciously Napoleonic references to “his skills” and the occasional
“gosh.” Here are a few things he had
to say:
Favorite name for a made-up skating maneuver: “Love Dust.”
On his and Ferrell’s skills: “I could
skate circles around him, but he could
do comedy circles around me.”
On Ferrell’s body odor: “Obviously,
there’s going to be some man musk.”
On his main contribution to the
character: “The peacock costume I’m
very proud of, that was my doing.”
On how he’s changed since college: “I guess I can eat at nicer places
instead of Taco Bell every day.”

If you have

Tropical drinks with the
after-work crowd on L Street
isn’t exactly the craziest evening I can imagine. Cut the
price of those tropical drinks
in half, though, and we might
be getting somewhere. Nooshi
calls this phenomenon “Crazy
Hour,” a happy-four-hours it
advertises with this inexplicable
catchphrase: “Eat Drink Men
Women.”
So on Tuesday, a group of
us “Men Women” stopped for
some “Eat Drink” at Nooshi at
around 5 p.m. Nooshi, short for
“Oodles Noodles and Sushi,” is
a long restaurant with a front
patio and a side sushi bar that’s
regularly packed for lunch and
dinner. The waiters, who are
nice to a fault, serve up a panAsian menu that’s heavy on
– you guessed it – noodles and
sushi, and is grounded in a very
American palate. That means
a lot of mild, sweet dishes and
even more mild, sweet booze.
Crazy Hour at Nooshi is
long and cheap – it lasts from 3
to 7 p.m. and makes half-off all
drinks, alcoholic and non. The
long drink menu is packed with
bright and fruity concoctions:
tropical fruit margaritas, supersweet mojitos, bright pink woo
woos and golden plum wines.
We did what anyone would do
on a warm Tuesday afternoon
– we sat inside, ordered a dozen
drinks, and got crazy.
This is what we figured out:

See BLADES, p. 7

$10

Get thee to the H Street corridor on
Tuesday night for some stellar tunes.
John Roderick’s the Long Winters are
playing a set at the Rock and Roll
Hotel on 1353 H St. N.E, sure to be
ﬁlled with deliciously aching folk
pop. Don’t miss them. They’re being
backed by the Broken West and Stars
of Track and Field. We haven’t heard
the Broken West, but Stars of Track
and Field are an excellent Portland,
Ore., trio, plus they’ve got the same
name as a pretty sweet Belle and
Sebastian song. n

If you have

the kiwi gets lost in the margarita, but is tasty mixed in a
milkshake-rich colada – though
the seeds will tickle your throat.
Anything that has “dragon” in
its title is powerful and delicious. Just because something
is pink, doesn’t mean it’s not
lethal. For those who prefer to
chug, even the oversized beers
are served in style – the silver-canned Sapporo curves like
a woman’s body and a dragon dances down the length of
Kirin’s gold can. And if you’re
really serious about Crazy Hour,
I suggest a shot of sake bombed
in a glass of Kirin. It’ll ruin the
beer, but it’s perfect for a final
seven o’clock round before the
bar ups its prices again.
The drinks at Nooshi are
so fun, you might find yourself getting drunk just off the
excitement of ordering the next
ridiculous thing. But the menu
and the happy hour are so long,
you’ll end up getting drunk for
real, and before sundown. So be
careful – the drinks at Nooshi
are half off, but the food’s not.
We had had enough drinks that
it didn’t matter – we ended
up stuffing ourselves with so
many oodles of noodles on top
of all the booze that we had
to rest a while before mounting a secondary expedition up
to Adam’s Morgan, where we
would scrap the “Eat” and simply “Drink Men Women.” n

Bar Belle Rating

Read more online, including a
preview of a concert by Sebadoh,
at www.GWHATCHET.com.

$20

Get to 1811 14th St. N.W. on Saturday night at 9 pm for some good
old-fashioned Detroit dance pop,
courtesy of Electric Six. You might
remember absurdly catchy singles
like “Danger! High Voltage” and
“Gay Bar” from a few years ago,
and now they’re touring behind
2006’s Switzerland. So after a long
day of enjoying the scenic cherry
blossoms, go dance dance dance.
Also, the show is only $13, so you
can spend the excess cash on some
delicious soul food on U Street. n

by Jeﬀrey
Parker
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this month in live music
by Nicole Cairns
Senior Staff Writer
Before April showers us with an eclectic month of
music in the District, there are a few musical loose-ends
to tie up for March.
Tonight, Iota Club & Café is hosting the CD-release
party for Local folk singer/songwriter Vandaveer. His
latest album “Grace & Speed,” released on Gypsy Eyes,
was released March 20.
Christina Aguilera’s retro-inspired pop spectacle
reaches the Verizon Center April 2. Last summer’s “Back
to Basics” brought credible, creative pop music back to
the mainstream. Joining Mrs. Aguilera are two of the
biggest names in reality television pop stardom, Danity
Kane and the Pussy Cat Dolls.
Legendary reggae/ska band Toots and the Maytals
perform hits from their nearly forty-year long repertoire
at the State Theatre in Falls Church on April 3. The
band, originally formed in 1966, has released more than
a dozen records including last year’s “Radiodread,” a
reggae cover of Radiohead’s album “OK Computer.”
The band plans to release another original album later
this year.
On April 8, new pop sensation Lily Allen will play
her second sold-out show at 9:30 in as many months
making her one of the greatest successes, thus far, of 2007.
The British songstress was named the #1 reason to love
2007 by Blender magazine and has proved them right.
The Seattle-based Blood Brothers rejuvenated the
post-hardcore genre last year with their album “Young
Machetes,” produced by D.C. hardcore musician Guy
Pinciotti of Fugazi. The band brings hardcore back to the
District on April 4.
Once again, Brooklyn bands invade the District
this month. Last summer, Au Revoir Simone and Dirty
on Purpose were featured in MTVs “You Hear it First”
segment. The two bands have a shared history – they’ve
both developed their sounds in the artist community of
Williamsburg, Brooklyn and have toured many times
together. Both bands come to the District as supporting
artists. Dirty on Purpose support The Lucky Bastards on
April 7 at Rock and Roll Hotel, and Au Revoir Simone
support Peter, Bjorn and John at 9:30 Club on April 30.
Also, TV on the Radio, the most talked about Brooklyn
band in indie rock over the past year, play 9:30 Club on
April 19.
Local bands Virginia Coalition and The
Dismemberment Plan will give Brooklyn a run for their
money. VACO bring their rock, folk, country, and go-go
inspired jam-band music to the 9:30 Club on April 6.
Also, The Dismemberment Plan will come out of a threeyear retirement for two benefit shows at the Black Cat on
April 27 and 28.
While it may be a bit of a trek to get to Merriweather
Post Pavilion, the schedule at the I.M.P. organized venue
(the same promoters for 9:30 Club) makes the journey
worth your while. On April 27, Merriweather’s summer
concert schedule kicks off with My Chemical Romance
and Muse at Merriweather. Both bands are coming off
of the release of their best-selling and most critically
acclaimed albums to date. The unique combination of
the perfected pop-punk of MCR and the fantasy-based
Brit-rock of Muse should put this show at the top of your
must-see list this April. n

CONCERTCALENDAR
March 29 – Vandaveer, IOTA Club
$10
April 2 – Christina Aguilera, Verizon
Center $58-88
April 3 – Toots and the Maytals, State
Theatre $26
April 4 – The Blood Brothers, Black
Cat $13
April 6 – Virginia Coalition, 9:30 Club
$17.50 (early show)
April 6 – Grandmaster Flash, 9:30 Club
$20 (late show)
April 7 – The Lucky Bastards & Dirty on
Purpose, DC9 $10
April 8 – Lily Allen, 9:30 Club $old Out
April 9 – Mat Kearney & Rocco DeLuca
and the Burden, 9:30 Club $20
April 13 – Plain White T’s, 9:30 Club
$16
April 15 – Man Man, Rock & Roll Hotel
$10
April 19 – TV on the Radio, 9:30 Club
$20
April 27-28 – The Dismemberment
Plan, Black Cat $old Out
April 27 – My Chemical Romance
& Muse, Merriweather Post Pavillion
$30.25
April 28 – John Legend & Corinne
Bailey Rae, Merriweather Post Pavilion
$40-75
April 30 – Peter, Bjorn and John & Au
Revoir Simone, 9:30 Club $20

6th in the City Presents...

�����������������������������������������
“ Good for the Jews “makes Adam
Sandler sound like an altar boy.”
–New York Magazine
“They take Jewish pride to satiric
heights and giddy, self-deprecating
lows.”
–Chicago Tribune
“Music meets standup comedy at
its finest.”
–Philadelphia Weekly
At Sixth & I Historic Synagogue
600 I Street NW Washington DC 20001
www.sixthandi.org

Buy tickets NOW before they sell out!
Purchase online at tickets@sixthandi.org or call 202-408-3100
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“Pillowman” a dark comedy
by Caroline Coppel
Hatchet Reporter

Despite its gentle name, “The Pillowman” is
as dark and twisted as they come. The play, running at Studio Theatre March 14 through April
22, is part grisly campfire story, part cautionary
tale. Set in an unnamed totalitarian state, police
arrest and question writer Katurian Katurian (his
parents were funny people) about the contents of
his stories, which parallel a series of gruesome
child murders in the area. “The Pillowman”
shows just how powerful simple stories can be.
Martin McDonagh’s script contains enough
murder and Tarantino-esque perversity to
appease even the most jaded horror fan. Most
of this stems from Katurian’s fiction, which
revels in child mutilation. A little boy gets his
toes chopped off, a little girl swallows razorblades concealed in apples; the majority of the
play seems like a fairytale gone horribly wrong.
That being said, these stories are presented quite
eloquently. Throughout the play, Katurian acts
as narrator while his stories are pantomimed on
stage. One cannot help watching in morbid fascination; seeing these dark fables acted out gives
them an extra, wicked punch.
Once the shock wears off, the play’s black
humor becomes quite apparent. However, the
play’s violence does take a toll on its comedy; a
lot of the jokes lose their impact simply because
they are juxtaposed with such frightening or
disturbing scenes. Many of the jokes are courtesy
Courtesy Carol Pratt
of Katurian’s interrogators, Detective Tupolski “The Pillowman” is a morbidly fascinating play
and Ariel, whose dark one-liners make it seem about the interrogation of main character Katurian
as though they were questioning the hapless Katurian. It plays at Studio Theatre until April 22.
writer just for fun. For instance, after Ariel stabs
Katurian with a pen, Tupolski remarks, “Oh,
I forgot. He’s the bad cop, I’m the good cop.” writers. Katurian is not necessarily a criminal,
Indeed, Tupolski is the most interesting character yet he is expected to take responsibility for his
in the show. Played brilliantly by Denis Arndt, stories. He can still insist that “the first duty of
the detective’s constantly changing attitudes a storyteller is to tell a story,” yet he is forced to
towards other characters help to define them see that it is not his only duty. “The Pillowman”
with more depth. We are never sure wheth- is not for the faint of heart; Katurian takes quite a
er Tupolski despises or admires Katurian; he bloody route towards his realization that, to boradmonishes the writer for his ghastly stories, but row a phrase, life does sometimes imitate art. Yet
then confides in him with a story of his own. This there is something said for this kind of disturbprevents Katurian from being labeled as either a ing subject matter; this play resonates with the
villain or a martyr; the audience is free to decide audience long after it has ended. Make a point to
see “The Pillowman,” but make sure to leave the
that for themselves.
“The Pillowman”’s ultimate goal is to express kids at home. n
The Pillowman is running through April 22 at
the influence of stories on reality. However, it is
the
Studio
Theatre. Call (202) 332-3300 for tickets,
quite refreshing in its somewhat critical view of
or visit their website at www.studiotheatre.org.

BLADES
from p. 6
Best Led Zep album: “It’s a
tie between the first five.”
On the false rumors of his
death last year: “I remember
thinking, ‘Cool!’ Sometimes
you wonder if rumors are true,
but for this one, I was pretty
sure it wasn’t.”

There are many ingredients
in a Will Ferrell movie to ensure
that it tickles your funny bone:
one-liners that will be repeated
until you are beyond sick of
them (“mind bottling”?), random pop culture references
(Marky Mark and the Funky
Bunch) and cameos (numerous ice skating legends and
a fellow Frat Packer as a Sex
Addicts Anonymous group
leader).
“Blades” also stands tall

with the help of its supporting cast: Jenna Fischer (“The
Office”) is quality with her
subtle yet telling facial expressions, Romany Malco (“The 40Year-Old Virgin,” “Weeds”) is
perfect as Chazz and Jimmy’s
choreographer, and the underrated Nick Swardson (“Reno:
911!”) excels as Jimmy’s stalker.
There were more than a
few snorts in the theater, and
“Blades” is not to be missed. n
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CRIMELOG
Disorderly Conduct
3/24/07 – 1900 Block of F
Street – 4:09 a.m. –case
closed
A University Police Department
ofﬁcer observed a heated argument between two males – one
GW student and one unafﬁliated
with the University. The ofﬁcer
approached the individuals and
they stopped arguing and went
separate ways.
–Referred to Student Judicial
Services
Drug Law Violation
3/24/07 – Thurston Hall
– 1:35 a.m. – case closed
UPD heard loud music and
knocked on a Thurston Hall door.
Once the door was opened, ofﬁcers observed alcohol in the
room and drug paraphernalia.
UPD contacted the community
director, who conducted an administrative search. Paraphernalia were conﬁscated along with
less than a gram of marijuana.
Eight people were in the room
and three were unafﬁliated with
the University.
–Referred to SJS
Liquor Law Violation
3/24/07 – Off Campus
– 3:41 a.m. – case closed
Secret Service notiﬁed UPD that a
male student was walking down
the street with an open container
of beer.
–Referred to SJS
3/24/07 – American University Campus – 6:37 a.m.
– case closed
UPD received a call from an ofﬁcer at American University. The
AU ofﬁcer said a female GW student, who was underage, was
intoxicated. A cab was called for
the student and she was taken to
the Mount Vernon campus. Ofﬁ-

ATTEND
$10

cers assessed her condition and
determined that she did not need
medical attention. She took the
shuttle back to the Foggy Bottom campus.
–Referred to SJS
3/23/07 – Marvin Center
– 1:36 a.m. – case closed
UPD observed ﬁve students in the
ﬁfth-ﬂoor bowling alley with open
containers of alcohol. The alcohol was disposed of on scene
and ofﬁcers determined that the
students did not need medical
attention.
–Referred to SJS
Simple Assault
3/23/07 – Off Campus
– 2:12 a.m. – case closed
UPD received a call from an injured student. He reported that
when he was leaving a club on
the 1900 block of M Street with
two other students, three subjects approached him and his
friends. He reported that two subjects hit him from behind. EMeRG
was notiﬁed and transported the
individual to GW Hospital.
–Off-Campus Incident
3/23/07 – 2400 block of H
Street – 2:35 a.m. – open
case
UPD observed the Metropolitan
Police Department handling an
incident and stopped to see if any
students were involved. The taxi
cab driver reported two individuals unafﬁliated with GW left the
cab without paying their fare. The
driver then stepped out of the
cab to collect the fare and one
subject scratched the driver. The
subject then jumped into the cab
and drove a short distance. The
other individual ﬂed the scene
with the keys. MPD used the cell
phone of the ﬁrst individual to call
the second to return the keys.
The individual who drove the car
was arrested.
–Open case
–compiled by Ashley Roberts

The Kennedy Center
College Student
Discount Program
kennedy-center.org/attend

News

Prof. to exhume Houdini’s body
Investigation
may prove
murder

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer
Harry Houdini was a man
of mystery, a world-renowned
magician known for tricks as
unbelievable as escaping from a
burial coffin.
But while his life was a
spectacle, his recorded death
fell short of a magical event.
Houdini’s death certificate says
he died at age 52 on Halloween
of peritonitis due to a ruptured
appendix. It has been said that a
fan’s blow to his stomach caught
him off guard, not leaving him
with time to brace his abdominal muscles and leading to the
ruptured appendix.
Yet if everything goes as
planned, James Starrs, a professor of law and forensic sciences
at GW, will be working with
a team of scientists to dig up
Houdini and test him for a more
dramatic death: poison by his
enemies, the spiritualists, whose
claims of being able to talk with
the dead were debunked by
Houdini.

“I do not buy into the traditional views of the deaths of individuals. I look with a skeptical
eye, a scientific eye,” said Starrs,
a self-proclaimed iconoclast.
Starrs’s past deceased clients
include Jesse James and “Boston
Strangler” Albert DeSalvo.
Starrs said because of personal experience with a ruptured
appendix he has always been
suspicious of what is traditionally seen as the cause of Houdini’s
death. He did not consider
the possibility of there being a
more sinister cause of Houdini’s
death until he was contacted
by the authors of a biography
of Houdini in February about
doing an autopsy.
The book, “The Secret Life
of Harry Houdini: The Making
of America’s First Superhero”
by William Kulash and Larry
Sloman, was published in
October, and includes the claim
that Houdini was poisoned.
On Friday plans to exhume
Houdini’s body to test him for
poison were announced at a
press conference organized by
the authors. Starrs attended the
New York press conference,
along with attorney Joseph
Tacopina, who Starrs said was
hired by the authors to represent George Hardeen, Houdini’s
grand-nephew.
Starrs said he got involved
in the case when he was contact-

LEE
from p. 1
Lee has made a name for himself as a link
between Asian ﬁlms and American movie
studios. Through his company, Vertigo Entertainment, the 38-year-old assists Asian ﬁlmmakers in selling the rights to their movies.
For “The Departed,” Hong Kong Studios
ﬁrst sent Lee a copy of “Infernal Affairs” an
Asain movie with a similar plot. Lee jumped
at the opportunity for a remake, getting involved in both selling the rights to the ﬁlm
and the production of the movie.
“It was incredible the way he took the
movie and made it his own,” Lee said of
Scorsese. “To see the thought process he went
through and the way he worked with actors
like Jack Nicholson was remarkable.”
Movie-making was not what Lee expected he would be doing in the future during his
days at GW. While in Foggy Bottom, Lee had
no intention of entering the ﬁlm industry.

The Bethesda, Md., native graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in political science
and interned at a D.C. law ﬁrm before going
to American University Law School.
“The education I got from GW was more
aimed at legal profession,” he said. “I didn’t
go to any ﬁlm or media classes at GW.”
After law school, Lee relocated to Los Angeles to pursue a ﬁlm career and used his legal background. He specialized in acquiring
the rights to movies, the ﬁrst step in production of a ﬁlm.
“I was always on the lookout for new material, whether in the form of foreign movies,
screenplays, novels, etc. It turned out that
Asian movies were not being fully realized
by movie studios even though the potential
was there.”
Lee saw the Japanese movie “Ringu”
in 1999 and pronounced it “an obvious remake.” He helped sell the rights to the movie
to DreamWorks studio, and, within a year,
“The Ring” was in production.
In the fall of 2001, Lee founded Vertigo
Entertainment with producer Doug Davison.

Show your student ID and save!
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View all of this month’s discounted performances online:
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LIMITED AVAILABILITY…BUY IN PERSON TODAY!
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:
Bring your student ID to the Kennedy Center Box Office and ask for your "ATTEND
DISCOUNT." Limit 2 tickets per student per attraction(for 2nd ticket, you must
show other person's student ID). ATTEND is restricted to current full-time degreeseeking students at accredited colleges and universities. Continuing education and
part-time students do not qualify. Sorry, these $10 tickets are not available to purchase online at this time.

HEAD TO OUR BOX OFFICE:
Located at 2700 F Street, NW, D.C.

from p. 5
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A leading Iranian
composer and performer, Alizadeh
and his ensemble
perform new
interpretations of
Persian classical
music.

RIDE THE METRO & FREE SHUTTLE TO GET THERE:
Get off at the Foggy Bottom-GWU station and take the free red
Kennedy Center shuttle right to our door.
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GET “ATTEND” E-NEWS:
Sign up by sending your name and college with “ATTEND” in the subject line
to SDTP@kennedy-center.org
AND NOW THE FINE PRINT:
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$10 tickets are…
Always subject to availability. Not valid in combination with any other offers. Not valid on previously
purchased tickets. Not valid on Box Tier or lowest-priced seats. Discounts may be withdrawn at any time.

Diabate, a master of the African
kora, leads a Malian dance band
that perfectly blends traditional
rhythms with inﬂuences from
Flamenco, jazz and more.

FREE PERFORMANCES
EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR AT 6 P.M.!
No tickets required. Daily calendar at

kennedy-center.org/millennium
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people there is always the incentive of possible media attention
and publishing findings.
Rowe’s specialty is looking
at hairs, fibers and clothing to
see how they degrade over time,
so he will be less involved in the
search for poison.
He explained that while the
autopsy will likely only take
a couple of days, analysis and
interpretation of the data may
take months. He said the team’s
success in examining the body
will largely be affected by the
extent to which the body has
decayed, and that there is the
possibility that Houdini’s teeth
may be all that is left of the
magician, leaving little for the
scientists to work with.
“(Houdini’s death is) not a
big part of history, but it is kind
of interesting. I would just say
let the science say what science
says,” Rowe said.
He said he trusted Starr’s
judgment in deciding to take the
case, but that investigations of
this sort can get tricky when
peoples’ motives are questioned.
“I think a cardinal mistake
is that people go into these
investigations with the belief
that they are going to prove he
was murdered,” he said. “Then
you wind up with results that
no one will trust because (the
researchers) have preconceived
agendas.” n

Today, he receives between 15 and 25 scripts,
movies and novels every week. But Lee said
grabbing his attention is not easy.
“I’d say I have to see a hundred or so
movies before I ﬁnd one I like,” he said.
This year Lee served as executive producer to two ﬁlms he hopes will be big hits.
“The Invasion” is a remake of “Invasion of
the Body Snatchers” is slated to be released
this summer, and “The Eye” a remake of the
Hong Kong ﬁlm “Jian Gui” will hit theaters
in October.
‘The Eye’ stars Jessica Alba as a blind
woman who is given eyes from someone who
may have been able to see ghosts,” Lee said.
“Well, obviously, she can see ghosts, but it’s a
really good story,” he added.
As for students who may be interested in
the ﬁlm industry, Lee has one piece of advice:
Move to Los Angeles.
“Go to work in a low-paying job and
learn where you feel most comfortable in the
process of making ﬁlm,” he said. “By coming
here and starting off as an assistant you can
work your way up the ladder.” n

RECESS

Student Tickets!

kennedy-center.org/attend

ed by Michael Baden, a forensic
pathologist and the host of the
HBO show “Autopsy,” asking
him if he would be interesting
in testing the body. the forensic
scientist agreed, and later got
a phone call from the authors,
who then sent him a copy of
“The Secret Life.”
Starrs said the body will
be exhumed within a month’s
time, “so long as there is no
rabbit brought out of a hat and
someone comes out on the scene
and objects.”
But by Tuesday, there had
already been some objections by
the grand-nephews of Houdini’s
widow, who said the proposed
exhumation is just a way to promote sales of the book, according to the associated press.
If plans do go forward, Starrs’
team of scientists will include
Baden as well as two other GW
professors, George Stephens, a
geophysics professor, and forensic science professor Walter
Rowe. William Bass, a forensic
anthropologist, was also asked
to join the team. Starrs said all
the scientists, himself included,
will work pro-bono.
“Hopefully there will be some
payback from the University for
my expenses,” he said.
Even if the scientists are not
paid for their work, Rowe, the
forensic science professor, said
when working with famous

“Hilary Winston is probably doing the best of all of
us,” Slocum said.
Winston would not disagree.
“I have the best job in the
world and I know I wouldn’t be
here if I hadn’t done Recess,”
said the 1998 graduate who
now works as a writer for the
hit NBC show “My name is
Earl.”
After working for NPR,
NBC, FX, Warner Brothers and
various television programs,
Winston landed her dream job
writing for the comedy sitcom.
“It was my favorite pilot
script that I had read, ever. I
knew I wanted to write for that
show,” she said. “I got really
lucky that the first show I got
on was so successful. I’m lucky
our writing staff is a family,
and that’s what Recess was.”
Winston started work on
the “My Name is Earl,” which
is in its third season, as a story
editor and now does both
behind-the-scenes writing and
on–set work during the episode shooting process.
“Everything goes back to
Recess,” Winston said. “It was

such a creative thing. In our
heyday we rehearsed from 10
to 12 every night, and had a
brand new show every Friday.
It really became our lives.”
Coming in as Slocum’s pick
for third most-successful Recess
graduate, TJ Miller moved to
Chicago to do improv comedy
after graduation. After touring
with The Second City comedy
troupe for two years, becoming one of the advertising faces
for Quaker Oats and making a
career out of stand-up comedy,
Miller caught his big break in
Aspen at HBO’s U.S. Comedy
Arts Festival.
It was here, Miller said, that
he “scored sweet management”
with 3 Arts Entertainment, the
company that also represents
Tina Fey.
“The HBO Aspen Comedy
Festival – they look at thousands of comedians and accept
about 20. Really, nobody has
gone out of Chicago to the festival, but this year four people
got callbacks. I was the only
one to make it into the festival,” Miller said.
Miller will be in the area
in April for the D.C. Comedy
Festival, which he participates
in every year. For this organization, like Learney the gerbil,
the success of Recess alumni is
a long-standing tradition. n
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3rd annual big
band jam!
�
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king jame
s & the
serfs of s
wing
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Sponsored by Verizon, the International Association for Jazz Education and WMATA.
Take Metro to the Big Band Jam! Metro-operated parking lots are free on weekends
and most federal holidays. At times when fees are charged, SmarTrip® cards with full
parking fee are the only accepted form of payment for parking (except metered
parking)! Visit the Trip Planner at MetroOpensDoors.com
or call 202-637-7000.
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Israeli and Palestinian youths stress moderation
OneVoice brings
together both
sides of conﬂict
by Sean Redding
Hatchet Staff Writer

With the conflict in
the Middle East raging,
Palestinians and Israelis
spoke at the Law School
Monday about a peaceful and
moderate resolution of the
region’s problems.
The speakers, who are
part of a mediation-based
group
called
OneVoice,
spoke about the thousands
of people in Israel and the
Palestinian territories who
want to solve the conflict
peacefully. About 40 people
gathered in Lerner Hall to
hear the speakers who said
OneVoice began as a way to
get moderates in the conflict
zone to speak out more.
“I believe the students need
to see the actual Palestinians
and Israelis ... coming from
the land of conflict to explain
the situation,” said Christine

Soudah, a young activist from
the Palestinian territories.
Raji Dajani, executive
director of the American
Task Force for Palestine,
said that Soudah and Odelia
Englander, an Israeli, represent the majorities of both
the Palestinian and Israeli
peoples.
Soudah said that they
wrote the “Proclamation of
Principles,” which is a list
of 10 general points regarding the conflict that people
in both regions can agree on,
such as a two-state solution.
The group aimed to get
a total of 5,000 signatures of
support on the document, but
after crossing checkpoints in
Israel to hostile territories to
get signatures, they quickly
reached 20,000. Soudah said
that OneVoice continued to
collect signatures despite
high political tension and
now has 250,000 signatures
on the proclamation.
Englander said that her
involvement began after her
good friend was severely
injured in a suicide bomb
attack during the second intifada.
“My first reaction when
I heard about his injury was

hatred,” Englander said. “I
hated every Palestinian.”
Englander said she had
only heard of Palestinians as
extremists, so she was very
surprised when she saw a
group of Palestinian youths
at a OneVoice conference,
brainstorming peaceful ways
to end the conflict.
“I decided I wanted to
do something about it at that
point as well,” Englander
said.
Soudah also said that the
loss of many loved ones to
death and jail spurred her
interest in a peaceful solution
to the conflict.
“I’m fed up with my life
back home, and (Odelia’s) fed
up with her life back home,”
she said.
Asnes and the youth
activists said they are now
focusing on large public
demonstrations that will
take place in both Israel and
the Palestinian territories in
October. Asnes urged attendees to become involved in the
demonstration OneVoice is
hoping to sponsor in D.C.
“It is incredibly hard for
OneVoice to get our Israeli
and Palestinian youth leaders
together,” Asnes said.

GW mulls green group
University not
yet committed
to initiative
by Gabriel Seder
Hatchet Reporter

GW is absent from a list
of more than 100 colleges and
universities that agreed to work
toward eliminating carbon emissions and promote a more environmentally friendly campus.
The American College and
University Presidents Climate
Commitment, a group dedicated to tackling global warming through eliminating carbon
emissions on college campuses,
invited GW to join the group
last December. The University
responded to the group March
1 saying it would consider joining.
Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz’s office
is reviewing the invitation, officials said. Assistant Director of
Media Relations Matt Lindsay
said there is no timeline for
when GW would make a decision about if they would join
this group.
“GW has undertaken many
projects that have reduced carbon emissions, but GW has not
set a specific target for reducing
carbon emissions by particular
amounts or dates,” wrote Nancy
Haaga, managing director of

Campus Support Services, in an
e-mail.
Haaga said the University is
already taking steps to make GW
more environmentally friendly.
She cited replacing incandescent with florescent light bulbs,
installing energy-efficient washers and dryers in residence halls
and removing halogen lamps
found in student residence halls
as steps GW has already taken.
The measures have helped
maintain a level of energy usage
during the past five years despite
University growth, Haaga said.
Other schools, particularly
those who have signed onto the
University Presidents Climate
Commitment, have come up
with innovative ways to become
more environmentally friendly.
Of the program’s more than 140
signatories, Cornell University
boasts one of the most successful reduction rates.
By increasing fees on student
parking permits and rewarding
students who don’t purchase
permits, Cornell officials say
they have encouraged public
transportation and experienced
a 51,000-ton reduction in greenhouse gas emission, according
to the group’s Web site.
In addition to advocating
public transportation options,
the Presidents’ Commitment
requires signatories to purchase
at least 15 percent of energy
from renewable sources, to use
ENERGY STAR-certified appliances and to use environmentally friendly building standards.
The presidents of participating

colleges and universities will
meet in June to set deadlines for
carbon emission elimination.
GW students are not just
waiting for administrators to
create more environmentally
friendly policies. Students have
responded by creating organizations to lobby for environmentally sound policies.
Two new groups have
emerged this year to help
make GW greener. Green GW
and Environment GW are both
groups that attempt to promote
environmentally friendly campus policies
Junior Maggie Desmond,
president of Green GW, said
there is a growing national interest in environmental affairs.
“There are a lot of people
(on campus) interested in it right
now,” Desmond said. “The fact
that there are five (student organizations at GW) shows that
something’s being done, at least
on the student side.”
Green GW has been responsible for a campaign to encourage students to shorten showers,
unplug unnecessary appliances,
turn off lights and recycle.
Professor Mark Starik,
the chair of the Department
of Strategic Management and
Public Policy in the Business
School, said while GW has been
progressive, more can be done.
“We did have a green university effort in the mid-90s, and
a few achievements can be cited
... but much, much more is possible,” he wrote in an e-mail to
The Hatchet. n

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer

Members of OneVoice, a mediation-based group made up of Palestinians and Israelis, speak
about the Middle East conﬂict Monday evening at the Law School.
Some members of the
audience expressed skepticism at the Palestinian government’s commitment to
the peace process, citing the

recent election of Hamas, a
terrorist organization to control of the government.
Sophomore Inayat Hemasi
said he came to the event,

which was sponsored by
several international affairs
groups, to learn about the
on-the-ground aspect of the
conflict. n

DOBBS

prescription abuse.
Trachtenberg received several
rounds of applause from the audience upon coming onstage as a
guest. He addressed the issue of
substance abuse prevention at universities.
“Society puts a lot of stress
on young people, and many use
drugs as an escape,” Trachtenberg
said, adding that schools should
try to feature more alternative
events that do not offer alcohol, so
that students are less prone to activities such as binge drinking.
After Trachtenberg ﬁnished
speaking, Dobbs thanked him for
his time and exclaimed, “Amen,
brother” to the outgoing 68-yearold university president.
Though administrators might
suggest harsh punishments for
drug and alcohol violations, GW
has tried to educate students
through campus health services,
Trachtenberg said. The University
offers a medical amnesty policy
for students who over-drink and
require medical attention for ﬁrsttime offenses.
Experts mentioned that the
repercussions of substance abuse

include increased incidents of assaults and rapes on campus, as
well as health risks and death.
Nora Volkow, director of the
National Institute on Drug Abuse,
said young adults’ brains, which
undergo great physical changes
during adolescence, can be damaged by drugs. The earlier children
abuse substances, the longer lasting the detrimental effects will be.
“Drug abuse and addiction
are fully preventable. How do you
do that? That’s the challenge. You
educate,” Volkow said. “Use everything you have to educate. It’s
not just about telling kids don’t
take drugs, it’s about telling them
all of the other things that they can
do with their lives.”
Dobbs spoke with three young
men who are members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have overcome their addictions. All three
men discussed their battles with
an array of illicit substances that
often began at a young age, one as
early as 9 years old.
Dobbs featured a video clip
from a Minnesota high school

from p. 1
health crisis we face in America today,” said Joseph Califano, chairman of the National Center of
Addiction and Substance Abuse
at Columbia University. “We have
seen incredible damage, loss of
productivity, tragedy in terms of
tearing families part, people being
incarcerated, and people losing everything they have because of their
struggles with addiction.”
Program guests said binge
drinking and underage alcohol
consumption are serious problems. Nearly one-fourth of college
students would clinically qualify
for alcohol or drug abuse, Califano
said.
“(We) tend to treat drinking
as a rite of passage for college students,” he said. “The trouble is
there is the increasing of the intensity of drinking.”
Other experts cited peer pressure on college campuses and at
high schools as a main impetus for
alcoholism, illegal drug use and

See SMPA, p. 10
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Gay congressman speaks
Mass. Democrat
discusses war, ‘08
presidential race
by Lindsay Corcoran
Hatchet Reporter

Prominent gay congressman
Barney Frank spoke about issues
ranging from same-sex marriage
to the war in Iraq to more than 60
students at Marvin Center.
Frank, who was voted funniest congressman in a recent
Washingtonian magazine poll,
showed his sense of humor while
cracking jokes on almost every
subject he discussed. Allied in
Pride and College Democrats
sponsored the event with Frank
(D-Mass.), who has been serving
in Congress since 1981.
“The only people affected by same-sex marriage in
Massachusetts are those who live
next door to a gay couple and had
to buy them a wedding present,”
said Frank, who was one of the
first openly gay members in the
House of Representatives.
The reason same-sex marriage
was voted down in so many states
is that the public is always afraid
of how anti-discrimination will
affect them, Frank said.
Frank said the House vote that
set a date for the pullout of troops
from Iraq was much needed.
“Generally members of
Congress like to bitch and moan
Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
about a war, but don’t want to do
Congressman Barney Frank (D-Mass.) speaks to students Monanything about it,” Frank said.
Frank described his view on day night in the Marvin Center. The event was sponsored by
Allied in Pride and the College Democrats.
the War on Terror as “two-fold.”
“One: get out of Iraq. Two: get benefit the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual for school.
(farther) into Afghanistan,” Frank and Transgender community.
“You will see further action to
said.
“There is an eight-way tie for decrease loan interest,” Frank said,
In 2002, the war in Afghanistan second and no one in first,” Frank adding that he hopes to increase
carried strong public support, said.
the Pell Grant in the future and
Frank said, but that support
The congressman also spent provide more loan forgiveness
waned
after
programs.
going into Iraq.
Both College Democrats
He also said that
and Allied in Pride were
“Generally
members
of
Congress
like
to
placing troops
pleased with the turnout and
in Iraq took
bitch
and
moan
about
a
war,
but
don’t
the lively discussion.
troops
from
“As always, the questions
Afghanistan
want to do anything about it.”
students asked Mr. Frank were
and made the
BARNEY FRANK
tough but insightful. The conmission there
CONGRESSMAN
gressman answered them all
less successful.
with poise and engaged our
When lookstudents in thoughtful and liveing at the 2008 election, Frank com- time in his speech outlining a plan ly discussion,” said Michael Weil,
mented that no candidate, regard- for how the federal government communications director of the
less of party, would significantly should help college students pay College Democrats. n

News

HOUSING

JBKO, Munson and West End.
The room swap system will
open March 29 for students not
content with their housing choices. The system will allow students
to create an account stating their
room assignment. Once this step
is completed, account-holders can
view where other students want
to move out of and find a direct
swap with another student.
Residential
Housing
Association President Haley
Haldeman, a junior, said she was
pleased with the results of the
iHousing process.
“I think the iHousing system
has proven its worth, particularly
in regards to avoiding the confusion that freshmen and sophomores experienced last year,”
Haldeman said.
Sophomore Jodie Ash got her
first choice, a quad in Dakota, but
said she was not satisfied with the
new iHousing system.
“I liked last year better because
I don’t like the idea of having to
wait,” Ash said, referring to the
time between applying and the
announcement of housing assign-

ments. “I liked knowing where
you stood. You had a number ...
you were emotionally prepared.”
Freshman Kinshasa Fowlkes
was placed in Potomac House
after requesting four other buildings. She wanted a building with
a kitchen because sophomores are
allotted less money on GWorlds
than freshmen.
“The process itself was easy
but the outcome wasn’t that
great,” Fowlkes said. “There are
no kitchens (in Potomac House).
Fowlkes was also not happy
with the size of the rooms in
Potomac House. “It seems that
sophomores should get bigger
rooms,” she said.
Juniors Bonnie Rubin and
Rachel Beloff are returning to campus housing after spending junior
year in a Statesman apartment. “It
was very confusing at first,” Rubin
said of the iHousing process.
“Then we talked to someone
from housing and realized that it
benefited us,” Beloff said. Living
off campus was “a lot harder than
we thought it would be,” she
said.
Kadie Del Sordo, a freshman
who lives in a Fulbright quad,
was assigned a smaller quad in the
same building for next year.
“I’d rather be on the waiting
list than live in Fulbright (again),”
said Del Sordo.
“We are going to live in the
same exact building with the same
people,” said Marcia Newbert, one
of Del Sordo’s roommates. “How
does that promote diversity?” n

Howell added that Square 54
should have been used for academic purposes: “Universities can
do great good in a community, but
not when they overwhelm it.”
About 20 students, including
Student Association President
Lamar Thorpe, attended Monday
night’s meeting in the D.C. government building. Students were
shuttled to the building as part of
Campaign GW, a group founded
by last year’s SA President Audai
Shakour to support GW’s 20-year
Campus Plan.
The Campus Plan, which
identiﬁes all potential construction projects for the next two
decades, was approved by the
Zoning Commission March 15.
The plan also includes negotiated
restrictions on future construction
as well as on University operations to reduce adverse impacts
on the surrounding residential

neighborhood.
Casey Pond, student organizer
for Campaign GW, said Square 54
is especially signiﬁcant because it
allows the University to begin executing the Campus Plan. He said
he and the other students at the
meeting were very excited for the
decision after testifying in support
to the Zoning Commission.
“(Campaign GW) allowed students to have an impact on the future of the University,” Pond said.
“Whether or not it had an effect on
the outcome, it changed the way
(ofﬁcials) viewed the University.”
About 25 students attended
each hearing, with the exception of
the Jan. 14 meeting because of winter break, Pond said, and the zoning commissioners graciously acknowledged the group for adding
a student voice to the debate. n
–David Ceasar contributed to
this report.

Minn.), a recovering alcoholic,
advocated for changes in the
American healthcare and insurance system for rehabilitation
treatment. He said no one should
be turned away from treatment
facilities.
Part of the problem, Dobbs
said, is that insurance companies and medical practitioners
don’t view addiction as a disease, though it is technically categorized as such by the American
Medical Association.
John Decker, a senior at the
University of Maryland who at-

tended the show, said Ramstad
made strong points for treatment.
“We spend too much money
on incarceration instead of treatment,” Decker said. He added
that when the police get involved
in an individual’s substance
abuse, the person then has a legal problem on top of his health
problem.
Freshman Katie Reyzis said
Dobbs’ discussion didn’t offer
new solutions to the long-standing substance abuse problem. She
said, “The prevention idea was
over-exaggerated.” n

Spring Fling will have a different schedule this April compared to previous years, Pentel
said. The festivities will be part of
four days’ worth of events with
Spektor headlining the weekend
in a University Yard concert on
the evening of April 14.
“Regina will attract a pretty broad and vibrant audience
because she appeals to so many
different genres,” he said.
Spektor is most famous for

songs including “On the Radio”
and “Fidelity.”
“Our philosophy emphasizes
the quality of the act as the number one concern,” Pentel said.
Last year Talib Kweli headlined Spring Fling, while two years
ago Lloyd Banks took the stage.
Fall Fest acts of previous years
include hip-hop artist Common
last fall, Robert Randolph and
the Family Band last year and Pat
McGhee two years ago. n

ONLINEEXTRA

Want to talk iHousing?
Respond at the Blog:

from p. 1
have been numbers or bullet
points. Anything (to make the process more clear),” said sophomore
Andrea Binner.
“We were lost, so we asked a
housing official for help,” Binner
said, referring to her requested
roommates. “We filled out the
application with the help of a staff
member and had them guide us
through it.”
GW Housing Programs staff
members were stationed in the
lobbies of eight halls Tuesday
morning to field student questions
about the housing process and the
assignments.
The waiting list for rising
sophomores is down 55 percent
from last year and Weinshel said
he is confident that the University
will place most of those students
by the end of this academic year.
GW is only required by D.C. law
to provide freshmen and sophomores on campus housing.
Six hundred rising juniors and
seniors did not receive a housing
assignment and will automatically
be put on a waiting list.
Ivory Tower doubles and any
single with a kitchen and bathroom
were the most popular requests
of rising seniors, Weinshel said.
Rising juniors preferred New Hall
and Dakota doubles, and rising
sophomores most frequently chose
West End quads and doubles in

PLAN
from p. 3
dedicated to preserving the
neighborhood, has already tried
to derail the project by suing the
city. The suit maintained that GW
has not complied with the previous 2000 Campus Plan and it was
therefore illegal for the city to consider a GW construction project.
FBA President Joy Howell
said once the ofﬁcial zoning order
for Square 54 is released, her lawyer will determine whether there
are aspects worth appealing.
“We’ll wait and see if they
dotted all their i’s,” said Howell,
who heads a group of community members dedicated to preserving the residential character
of their neighborhood.

SMPA
from p. 9
where students who battle substance abuse receive counseling
and 12-step education programs.
Students at Sobriety High live by
the mantra “progress, not perfection.”
Experts on the panel pointed
to several methods for prevention, such as parent involvement
and early education.
U.S. Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-

MUSIC
from p. 1
first-choice act.
“We’re extremely excited,” he
said. “She’s a rising star in the
music industry who keeps selling more and more records every
week and is on VH1 almost every
day.”

blog.gwhatchet.com.
Read administrator and
student reactions and voice
your iHousing concerns or
comments.
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CATCH UP … GET AHEAD

SPEND THIS SUMMER STUDYING AT THE BEACH
Monmouth University is currently accepting applications
for summer sessions. We offer a large variety of courses in six convenient
summer sessions. Come join us this summer for one or more sessions — to catch
up or get ahead — at the Jersey Shore. To learn more and to apply online,
visit us at www.monmouth.edu/summerstudy.

Session A (4 weeks)

May 14 — June 11

Session B (6 weeks)

May 21 — July 2

Session C

(12 weeks)

May 21 — August 15

Session D (4 weeks)

June 13 — July 11

Session E (6 weeks)

July 5 — August 15

Session F (4 weeks)

July 30 — August 23
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West Long Branch, New Jersey 07764-1898

www.monmouth.edu/summerstudy | 800-543-9671
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Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

Oﬃcials say A-10
expansion reports are false

HIGHJUMP

Rumors about a Connecticut university becoming the
15th member of the Atlantic
10 conference are completely
false, a conference ofﬁcial
said Wednesday.
The Hartford Courant
reported that Quinnipiac
University, a private school
in Hamden, Conn., is pushing to join the A-10 after its
basketball team ﬁnished11-7
in the Northeastern Conference this year. Ray Cella, an
associate commissioner in
the conference, denied the
rumor.
“There is absolutely no
truth to that rumor,” Cella
said in an e-mail Wednesday.
“You can quote me.”
Cella said the A-10 has
no plans to further expand
the conference after accepting St. Louis and Charlotte
two years ago.
Jack Kvancz, GW’s director of athletics, said
Quinnipiac was never in
the discussions when the
conference was in “expansion mode” three years ago.
Boston University applied
to become a member of the
conference but was not accepted. While Kvancz only
has one vote as a member
of the conference’s board,
he said he does not support
expanding the A-10.
“I would tell you that
the bigger the conference,
the harder it is to manage,”

John Birk/Hatchet photographer

Senior Michael Parker jumps over Georgetown senior Mark McLaughlin during the Hoyas’ 5-4 win Tuesday afternoon at Shirley Povich Field in Bethesda, Md. The game was originally scheduled for Feb. 13 but was rescheduled due to inclement weather.

A BRIEF HISTORY...
...Of the Atlantic 10
Conference
n Began in 1975 as the
Eastern Collegiate Basketball
League with eight teams,
three of which are still in the
conference today.
n Currently, 14 schools are
members of the A-10 in
men’s and women’s basketball.
n In 2005, Charlotte and
Saint Louis became members
of the conference.
Kvancz said.
Quinnipiac has made
strides in becoming a more
serious athletic program in
the past year. It recently ﬁred
head coach Joe DeSantis after 18 years and plans to hire
Tom Moore, the associate
head coach at the University
of Connecticut, according
to The Courant. Quinnipiac
recently built a new $52 million athletic facility that seats
more than 3,000.
The sports information
department at Quinnipiac
and the ofﬁce of Director of
Athletics Jack McDonald did
not return calls seeking comment.
–Jake Sherman

Cricket calling

VARSITYROUNDUP
Spring sports are in full swing.
Here’s how the teams are faring:

Newly formed club brings international sport to GW

Baseball
The GW baseball team
dropped games to
Georgetown, 5-4, and
at Towson, 19-2, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon.
The Hoyas scored a run in the bottom of the eighth inning to take the
victory. The game was played at
Shirley Povich Field in Bethesda,
Md. The Colonials dropped to 8-16
on the season.

by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

D

Lacrosse
The GW lacrosse team
lost 14-11 to George
Mason Wednesday afternoon at the Mount
Vernon Athletic Complex despite
leading by three goals at two different
points in the ﬁrst half. Junior Kristin
Karsch had four goals and an assist
while freshman Taylor Donohue added three goals. The Colonials move to
3-4 and next face William & Mary at
home Friday.

Softball
The GW softball team
dropped two games
to Atlantic 10 foe La
Salle 8-6 and 3-1 in a
Wednesday afternoon
doubleheader at the Mount Vernon Athletic Complex. Senior Elana Meyers went four-for-four with
an RBI and a walk in the second
game. The matchups opened the
Colonials’ (10-9, 0-2 Atlantic 10) A10 season.

espite its international following, many Americans
aren’t very familiar with
the British sport cricket.
But walk through University Yard, and
students might get a lesson.
Every Saturday and Sunday afternoon, freshmen Alexander Sternberg
and Ankit Sheth assemble on their
makeshift ﬁeld at the grassiest spot on
the Foggy Bottom campus, using an
unnatural winding motion to bowl a
hard ball toward a structure known as
a wicket that is defended by a batsman.
What began as a friendly get-together
every weekend soon turned into a
movement to make cricket a club sport
at GW.
“It started out just playing with our
friends, and after talking about it for
most of the year, we got it moving recently,” Sternberg said. “While we were
playing we met a couple of upperclassmen who were interested as well, so I
think we’ll keep getting members.”
Since the majority of GW students
have had little or no experience playing cricket, Sternberg said that he and
Sheth intend to recruit those interested
in the sport by putting up ﬂyers and
teaching the newcomers. The freshmen
have also created a Facebook group,
but so far the most attention has been
garnered because of its location in the
highly traveled University Yard.
“This guy we met last week followed us from his dorm because he
saw us with cricket bats, so I think the
more exposure we have, the more people we will draw. And the more people
we draw, the more support we’ll get

Jon Malis/Hatchet photographer

Freshmen Alexander Sternberg and Ankit Sheth (bottom row, far right and center) began a cricket club that they hope will become University sponsored.
because (the University will) realize
that we’re serious,” Sternberg said.
With the end of
the academic year
nearing, Sternberg
and Sheth said they
will wait until next
year to make a push
for cricket as a club
sport, which includes
getting a budget for
the proper equipment. Before then,
their goal is to gain
as many members as possible to make
an impression on the University about
the prevalence of cricket on campus.
“We have a lot of aspirations,

Spend your summer at CUA.

which include getting registered and
getting recognized,” Sternberg said.
“We haven’t received
much support from
the school so far, so
right now it’s more
of an informal-type
club, but we want to
change that.”
Most popular in
places such as England, South Asia,
Australia and the
West Indies, cricket is
popular with ex-patriots of those countries in the United States. Appealing to
GW’s large international population
should serve as a way to gain mem-

In a society focused
on domestic sports,
two students start
something new

bers, Sternberg said.
“(The international students) generally have a greater interest in the
sport and have played it before,” he
said. “That’s where we kind of ﬁt in,
trying to get those people who do
know how to play and are interested
in playing and trying to get those who
want to learn.”
Newcomers to the sport have responded enthusiastically, Sheth said,
and everyone that he and Sternberg
have taught has returned.
“We’ve had this idea for awhile
and recently we were trying to get support from our friends who were willing
to try it,” Sheth said. “They’re very into
it and gung-ho about getting a club
formed since they started playing. Ever
since then, we’ve thought that this is
something real and that we can make
something out of it.”
Sheth added that when he played
in high school, his friends who had
played baseball picked up cricket
quickly. Using a wooden bat, the batsman’s job is to hit the ball or block it
from hitting the wicket using a motion
that is somewhat similar to the one
used in baseball.
“It might be more difﬁcult for people to pick up the motion of the bowler,
who bowls the ball toward the wicket,
because it’s something that they’re not
used to, but having played baseball
before really helps for those trying to
learn how to bat.”
Sheth pointed out that there is an
untapped population of cricket fans at
GW that most people are unaware of.
“I was walking around with a
cricket shirt on, and I got stopped three
times in the span of an hour because of
it,” Sheth said. n

STICKYDEFENSE

Competitive Tuition.
Convenient Location.
300 Courses.
Get to your educational destination quicker
this summer at The Catholic University of
America. CUA offers low tuition rates and a
convenient location on the Metrorail Red Line.
Choose from more than 300 courses and
programs, including undergraduate and
graduate courses in architecture, arts and
sciences, business, education, media studies,
philosophy, religious studies and social work.
Find course listings at http://summer.cua.edu.
For more information or to request a catalog,
contact CUA’s Office of Summer Sessions:
202-319-5257 or cua-summers@cua.edu.

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C .

Ben Solomon/photo editor

George Mason sophomore Bonnie Nelson guards GW freshman Taylor Donohue.

