OPINIONS PAGE 4
Brendan Polmer: Secret Service run-ins

@

SPLIT SHOWING PAGE 14
Lacrosse beats Saint Joe’s, loses to Georgetown

ALWAYS ONLINE:
WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

Hatchet

TAKING IT OFF
PAGE 6
Student models
nude for
money

The GW

MONDAY

April 23, 2007
Vol. 103 • Iss. 57

AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER - SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

NEWS ANALYSIS

Shootings spark
Nott debate
by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor

GW ofﬁcials came under ﬁre
last year after the University removed former student Jordan
Nott from housing and barred him
from campus after he met with
counselors for his depression.
About 15 months after Nott
ﬁled a lawsuit against GW for
what he called unfair treatment
of mental patients, Cho SeungHui, a student at Virginia Tech,
brutally shot 32 students and
faculty members in the deadliest
mass shooting in U.S. history.
The two cases of Nott and
Cho have a common thread:
both students were labeled as
dangers to themselves or others.
While there were similar
evaluations of the two students,
the response from each university
was very different. GW effectively
kicked Nott out of school while

Cho received temporary detention and then continued as a student at Virginia Tech.
In the week since the shooting in Blacksburg, Va., GW has
been in the news because of the
Nott lawsuit and the enlivened
debate surrounding schools’
policies involving mental health
cases. University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg discussed the difﬁculty in assessing
students’ mental health and the
safety of a college campus on
CNN, Fox News and even an
op-ed in The Washington Post.
“What we have here is a conﬂict,” Trachtenberg said in an
interview with The Hatchet last
week. “You have a conﬂict between the rights of the individual and the rights of the community. And what you’re searching
for is balance.”
See NOTT, p. 12

Night clubs
beef up security
by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer

Diego Arias had already
taken out his change, keys and
cell phone when he reached
the bodyguards outside Fur
nightclub for a routine patdown one weekend night.
As he was checked from
the neck down, Arias felt
the bodyguard grab his back
pockets in search of anything
dangerous. Instead, the bodyguard found the one thing
Arias forgot to take out.
“I got my ID snapped right
in half,” said Arias, a frequent
clubber from Woodbridge, Va.
“The guy grabbed it so hard it
broke.”
Purse searches, pat-downs,
metal detectors and other
forms of security are frequent
at D.C. nightclubs. While several clubs have stringent security, violence has become
an area issue after some highprofile incidents.
Earlier this month Prince
George’s County Executive
Jack B. Johnson attempted to

close nine nightclubs in the
county. The closures were initiated by a spate of violence
during which 11 homicides occurred in as many days, two of
which were directly connected
to nightclubs. While a court
order allowed five of the clubs
to stay open with provisions,
three of the original nine remain closed.
The District has been concerned with violence since a
January murder in which 17year-old Taleshia Ford was
shot at the now-closed Smarta/
Broadway, also known as Club
1919, at 1919 9th St., N.W.
Ford’s death sparked debate over the presence of
minors in clubs and on club
security in general. D.C.
Councilmember Jim Graham
introduced the Youth Protection Bill in early February in
an effort to make District clubs
safer.
“(Ford’s death) had everything to do with a total lack
of requirements on underage
See CLUBS, p. 5

Erin Shea/photo editor

Singer-songwriter Sheryl Crow performs Sunday afternoon at Smith Center as part of the Stop Global Warming
College Tour. The two week-long tour ended at GW on Earth Day.

Crow croons at GW

Singers, comedian discuss global warming
by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor

Erin Shea/photo editor

Comedian Larry David performs Sunday afternoon at Smith Center.

Culminating in a finale cover of the
Beatles’ song “We Can Work It Out” with
Sheryl Crow on accordion, Carole King
on tambourine, and Faith Hill and Tim
McGraw singing backup, the Stop Global
Warming Now College Tour entertained
an announced crowd of more than 3,000
people at Smith Center Sunday afternoon.
“Curb Your Enthusiasm” star Larry
David, his wife Laurie David and Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. also headlined the event. The
tour has hit 11 other college campuses in
the past two weeks, including University
of Virginia, University of Maryland and
Vanderbilt University, before stopping at
GW for the Earth Day concert.
Organizers said they hoped to mix
comedy, music and lectures on global
warming to rally college students into
participating in the green movement.
“We need to begin on college cam-

puses because we know that the biggest,
most successful social change movements
have happened at the college level,” Crow
said during a press conference before the
show. “This has to become the biggest
movement this country has ever seen
– has to be. And that’s not going to happen without our college campuses getting
united on it.”
Crow and Laurie David are scheduled to finish their campaign Monday by
touring Capitol Hill to lobby Congress.
Crow said they chose GW as their final
school because of its location.
“It seemed like the perfect place to
celebrate this very important Earth Day,
right here in Washington, and this university is a great place to do it,” Crow
said.
She added that the students were
“awesome” to work with.
The show began with a speech by
Laurie David on scientific evidence for
See CROW, p. 15

Pitch switch
Transsexuals receive
speech therapy

by Cory Struble
Hatchet Staff Writer

Courtesy NTSB

A section of the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 has been reconstructed at GW’s satellite campus in Ashburn, Va. The reconstruction
now serves as an educational tool for the National Transportation Saftey Board’s traning center.

Piecing it all together

Researchers
study Flight 800
remains
by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer

ASHBURN, Va. — TWA Flight

800 burst into flames, broke
into pieces and plummeted
into the Atlantic Ocean near
Long Island, N.Y., in July
1996. All 230 passengers and
crewmembers lost their lives.
More than 10 years later,
a large section of the fuselage
has been reconstructed in a
Loudoun County hangar at
the National Transportation
Safety
Board’s
Training
Center, a facility rented from

GW’s satellite campus here in
Ashburn, Va. While so many
lost their lives on that plane,
its reconstruction now serves
as an educational tool for students and professionals studying disaster.
Most people are unaware
of the airplane’s presence
because the NTSB does not
give public tours of the facility, said John Ziemba, director
of marketing and communica-

tions at the Virginia Campus.
“They don’t use it as a
tourist attraction,” Ziemba
said. “It is in honor of the
people who lost their lives.”
Roughly 500 NTSB investigator trainees and members
of disaster management agencies view the wreckage each
year, Kudson said. Despite
restrictions, Loudoun County

When you listen to
Gracie Daniels speak, you
would never know that she
was once a man. Standing at
a model’s height, her feminine, yet somewhat sternsounding, voice matches a
slender body that shows no
trace of her former gender.
Daniels has been working on the feminization
of her once-deep voice
with GW professor Tish
Moody, a clinician at the
GW Speech and Hearing
Center, since July 2006. A
business analyst, Daniels
said she recognized the
importance of communication, and a voice that
matched her gender, in the
world of business. While
she was initially willing to
invest three years in private therapy with Moody,
instead, Daniels has pretty
much completed the transition in nine months.
Moody said about
one-third of clients seek-

ing voice therapy at the
Speech and Hearing Center
are transsexuals who wish
to have their voice either
feminized or masculinized. She said it was Joan
Regnell, a former GW professor who died in October,
who pioneered this type
of treatment at the center
years ago and the other clinicians have been evolving
the practice ever since.
Clients interested in
going from a deeper voice to
a higher-pitched voice are
more common at the center
because it’s a harder transition, she said. Transsexuals
looking to deepen their
voice typically take testosterone hormones, which do
that systematically.
While creating a more
feminine-sounding voice is
also more difficult because
it strains the vocal folds,
Daniels said much to her
surprise, she’s a success
story. She credits most of
See SPEECH, p. 7

See TWA, p. 2
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
MONDAY
Blood Drive
Today is the last blood drive
of the semester.
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom
Sponsored by the American
Red Cross Donors for Life
Delta Week: The Truth About
Men and Women
Join a discussion about the
nature of men, women and
their relationships. A panel
of three men and three
women will be on hand to
answer any appropriate
questions you can think of.
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.
Mu Beta Chapter and Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. Nu
Beta Chapter

TUESDAY
27th Annual Arts Fest and
Chalk-In
Come have fun decorating
a free T-shirt or de-stress
by chalking a design in the
middle of H Street.
12 to 3 p.m.
Kogan Plaza
Sponsored by Program Board

WEDNESDAY
Interfaith Panel Discussion: The
status of faith, spirituality and
interfaith cooperation at GW
Participate in a roundtable
discussion on these issues
as they pertain to the community of students at GW.
7 to 9 p.m.
Marvin Center 101
Sponsored by the Student
Alliance for Mutual Ethics, JSA and the Newman
Catholic Student Center

GWBRIEFS
Columbian College to start student peer
advising program
Students have teamed up with GW’s
largest college to install a peer advising
program next fall.
The Student Association will be working in conjunction with the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences to implement
the system, which would supplement faculty advisers.
“This is a CCAS initiative that we are
pushing for the creation of, not control
over,” said sophomore Nicole Capp, president-elect of the SA. “We want this to be
a long-term facet of CCAS, not a one-year
SA initiative.”
Tim Little, SA vice president for academic affairs, said the SA received 1,600
responses about academic advising in
their April 2005 Senate survey.
“Constantly, undergraduate students
have recognized failings associated with
CCAS advising,” Little said. “By instituting a peer-advising program, more advisers would be available to answer questions and provide a student’s perspective
on classes, majors, student life, academics,
etc.”
Peer advisers would likely have ofﬁce
hours, in addition to communicating with
students via e-mail and instant messaging, Little said.
Advisers would likely be trained
through an online program hosted on
Blackboard, according to a memo from
Capp and Little. It would not be mandatory for students to meet with peer advisers.
Students in GW’s largest college have
an assigned faculty adviser who is responsible for removing academic holds and approving four-year plans.
Ideally, there would be 70 to 80 peer
advisers, said Landon Wade, director of
the academic advising program in CCAS,
but the program is aiming for at least half
of that for next fall.
Adviser applicants must have at least
a 3.0 grade point average, a declared major and at least two semesters left at GW,
according to an e-mail sent to CCAS students. Additionally, they must be available for two hours per week, starting in
the fall.
“Peer advisers will be there to address
any issues that students may have,” said
Wade, “but the focus will be on a CCAS
student’s perspective.”
The program will be primarily directed
towards freshmen and sophomores, Wade
said. Depending on applicants’ availability, some may be involved with Colonial
Inauguration.
The Elliott School of International Affairs already has a peer advising system
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in place. There are 18 student advisers in
he Elliott School who have walk-in ofﬁce
and instant messaging hours, in addition
to their availability through e-mail.
–Marissa Bialecki

HIGH 79 | LOW 56

SNAPSHOT Buddhist beats

Faculty Senate report ﬁnds research is not
proﬁtable
A Faculty Senate report presented at
April’s meeting found that, on average,
sponsored research loses money for GW.
The report states that the University
and the Medical Center spend a combined $54 million on research, which is
not completely recovered in terms of direct ﬁnancial beneﬁts.
Research has non-ﬁnancial beneﬁts,
like attracting better quality students by
offering stipend and tuition money paid
from grants, the report states.
“It’s a prestige item for the University,” said Donald Lehman, executive vice
president for Academic Affairs.
Losing money by funding research is
not unique to GW. Frederic Lindahl, an
accountancy professor, discussed a meeting between faculty members and University President-elect Steven Knapp, in
which Knapp told the group that research
is a ﬁnancial drain at his own school.
“If it’s a net loser at Johns Hopkins,
it’s a net loser everywhere,” Lindahl
said.
But, he continued, “As President
Knapp said, it may be a loser, but it’s
what we do.”
Laurel Price Jones, vice president for
Advancement, whose ofﬁce seeks corporations to sponsor research, said research
is not meant to be proﬁtable.
“You don’t do it in order to make
money,” she said. “It’s the mission of the
University to provide research.”
Price Jones said there are often misconceptions regarding where money is
directed. Her ofﬁce is now actively seeking out “transformation gifts,” donations
of $25 million or more to go to the science
center. She said their main focus at this
point is raising money for scholarships.
She said GW has raised an average
of $10 million in scholarship money a
year in the last ﬁve years and the goal is
to raise $20,000 this year. She would not
say how much was raised so far, though
she said they are on target to meet the
goal.
Price Jones said scholarships, both
need- and merit-based, are important in
recruiting top students and are one of the
easier things to convince people to donate to. She said getting people to donate
money to renovate old buildings is at the
bottom of the list of popular causes.
“Scholarships are very easy to explain and the need is urgent,” she said.
–Elise Kigner

Alex Ellis/Hatchet staff photographer

Buddhist Takako Ichikawa sits across from the White House singing Japanese songs and playing her drum Saturday afternoon.

Corrections
In the article “Billy Crystal to headline
Colonials Weekend” (April 19, p. 1), it
was reported that Colonials Weekend
combines parents’ weekend and alumni weekend. Alumni weekend will now
be separate from Colonials Weekend.
In the caption of the photo for the

article about Buzzing for Change
(April 16, p. 3) the person in the
photo is misidentified. Jessica Winslow is the person to the right in the
photo.
In the article “Maureece Rice 2.0”
(April 19, p. 10), Francis Scott Key Hall
was identiﬁed as being on 21st Street.
The dorm is located on 20th Street.

TWA
from p.1
Public High School students
participating in Engineering
and Technology Day at the
Virginia Campus toured the
facility with reporters April
11.
Upon entering the building, the jigsaw of metal and
wires stands long and tall.
Windows and doors are still
intact, and “Trans World,” the
beginning of the plane’s former owner ’s name, is still visible. The aircraft is the largest
reconstruction of its kind in
the world, Wildey said, and
often leaves observers silent.
“Most people are awed
by the size and scope of the
reconstruction,” said Peter
Knudson, the NTSB communications manager at the training center.
The Boeing 747 had a
rough journey to GW. After
disintegrating over the ocean,
the airplane was recovered
by the NTSB in 100 feet of
water, and the wreckage was
reconstructed in a Long Island
warehouse, Wildey said. TWA
did not want the wreckage,
Wildey said, so the NTSB
became the owner.
The investigation into the
cause of the crash, one of the
most complex in civil avia-
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tion history, officially ended in
2000. The pieces of the plane
were packed into boxes, the
NTSB Materials Laboratory
chief said.
The NTSB began its lease
of a building from GW at
the Loudon County campus in 2003, and it has since
remained the wreckage’s storage facility, Wildey said. After
an eight-week reconstruction,
the plane began to serve as an
educational tool, he said.
During Engineering and
Technology
Day,
Wildey
explained how the accident
occurred to the group of high
school students. Although the
FBI originally blamed the crash
on a criminal act, the NTSB
determined that an electrical
current was able to propagate
through wires into the center
section of the aircraft’s fuel
tank, which was full of flammable vapors, he said. Within
six months, Wildey explained,
the investigators decided that
the explosion occurred in the
center section of the wing
tank.
Conspiracy theories about
the ignition source and cause
of the crash still circulate
today. Wildey said the NTSB
will continue utilizing the
wreckage for educational purposes and that the downed
plane’s remains will stay at
the Virginia campus indefinitely. n
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Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research
You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication
Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
Compensation is provided.

Please call:

301-594-8705

(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health

National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services
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More clubs use MVC
Oﬃcials try to
expand campus’
programming
by Geoffrey Cain
Hatchet Reporter

The Mount Vernon Campus
is becoming a more popular spot
for student organizations to host
their events.
From last September to February, the campus hosted nearly 650
events, said Director of Mount
Vernon Campus Life and Marketing Robert Snyder. The ofﬁce,
which oversees programming at
Mount Vernon, sponsored about
40 events last semester that had a
total of about 4,500 people in attendance.
“Our facilities lend well to
what a lot of student organizations want to do,” said Jennifer
Solt, student activities coordinator for Mount Vernon. “We have

such an amazing outdoor space
that student organizations are
taking advantage of.”
Popular Mount Vernon events
include Oktoberfest, the Mount
Vernon Quad’s annual Fountain
Day festival and Wacky Wednesday, a weekly gathering that introduces students to various pastimes.
“Wacky Wednesday is one of
our ﬂagship events,” Solt said. “It
covers such a (diverse group) of
topics. For a big activity, we might
have a turnout of 400 in one week,
then 20 people the next week for
something small like knitting.”
Mount Vernon resident and
sophomore Michelle Johnson said
she appreciates the programming
at Mount Vernon.
“I’ve lived on Mount Vernon
this past year, and I love it,” Johnson said. “We get a lot of quirks as
far as events, especially Fountain
Day in the spring.”
Snyder said his ofﬁce is working to expand programming at
Mount Vernon.
“We deﬁnitely want more
student organizations to host on

Mount Vernon,” Snyder said.
“We’re a collaborative campus
with a sense of community, and
it’s easy to get things accomplished here.”
Student organizations host
events in venues such as the
Hand Chapel, Post Hall and the
Mount Vernon Pub. The campus
also features more outdoor space
than the Foggy Bottom campus.
The Student Movement for Real
Change took advantage of this
space earlier this month, hosting
its ﬁrst annual, three-mile “Anything but Clothes” run.
“Some events, like the ‘Anything but Clothes’ run, are really
difﬁcult to hold at Foggy Bottom,”
Snyder said. “I think it can be really difﬁcult to work in that urban
environment (since) streets would
have to be closed and the neighborhood would be disrupted.”
While many organizations
have trouble ﬁnding space to
congregate in Foggy Bottom,
Mount Vernon can be an alternative for those groups. Some
See VERNON, p. 15

Shuttle eases dining woes
Mount Vernon
residents get more
food options
by Frank Broomell
Hatchet Staff Writer
In response to fewer food
options available on the Mount
Vernon Campus, the University
launched a shuttle service this
month that brings students to
popular shopping areas in the
city.
This January the University
cut hours at Ames Dining Hall,
the campus’ main eating venue. In
mid-April, GW responded to student concern about access to food
options on the campus by sponsoring a trial run of a shuttle program transporting students from
Mount Vernon to Tenleytown, a
neighborhood in Northwest D.C.
that houses a variety of shopping
and food venues.
Matt Tisdale, marketing co-

ordinator for event and special
services at the Mount Vernon
Campus, said the shuttle had a
MacArthur Boulevard stop and
a Tenleytown stop. MacArthur
Boulevard is home to a variety of
restaurants and stores, while the
Tenleytown stop has shopping
options including Whole Foods,
Safeway and Best Buy.
“While not Foggy Bottom, (the
Mount Vernon Campus) is still
part of D.C. and connected to the
city,” said Robert Snyder, director
of Mount Vernon Campus Life
and Marketing.
During the trial program last
week, 17 students utilized the
shuttle’s services during the four
hours it operated. Snyder and Tisdale agreed the run was a success
considering the severe thunderstorms that hit the District on the
day of the trial.
Tisdale said another run is
scheduled for the fall semester and
at that time he and Snyder will
make a ﬁnal decision on whether
to create a regular schedule for the
shuttle service.
“Whether or not this shuttle is
implemented on a more regular

basis in the future depends upon
continued demand for it as well as
the availability of University funding to support it,” Snyder said.
Student Association Executive Vice President-elect Brand
Kroeger said that the trial run of
the shuttle is a good idea because
it allows students to explore more
dining options.
“The Vern, especially in late
hours, is not provided as many
eating venues,” Kroeger said. “It’s
great that the University is actively working to improve Mount
Vernon Campus life.”
At the start of this semester,
GW cut the hours of operation at
the Ames Dining Hall due to decreased use of the dining venue,
said Nancy Haaga, managing
director of Campus Support Services.
“Currently, at MVC, the majority of customers patronize Ames
Dining Hall during the lunchtime
hours, Monday through Friday,”
Haaga said.
Early morning, evening and
weekend hours see the number
of customers drop to two or three
customers per hour, she said. n
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Staﬀord receives award
Magazine honors
University police
chief for work
by Ashley Roberts
Hatchet Staff Writer
University Police Chief Dolores Stafford received a national
campus safety award earlier this
month for her innovative work
in Foggy Bottom.
Stafford, a 15-year GW employee, was recognized as Campus Safety Director of the Year
by Campus Safety Magazine
because she succeeded in “transforming her department’s personnel, mission and level of service,” the magazine said. They
cited the creation of 4-RIDE as
one of many programs that Stafford helped implement.
Stafford said she was proud
to receive the award but stressed
the importance of her entire department.
“This award is deceiving because it’s a team effort in what
we do here in creating a professional law enforcement agency
on campus,” Stafford said. “I’m
lucky to have assembled a great
group of ofﬁcers, supervisors
and managers.”
Robert Chernak, senior vice
president for Student and Academic Support Services, said
Stafford’s accomplishments are
impressive given the extent of
GW’s expansion in recent years.
He said she has worked within
her budget to maximize efﬁciency in the school’s police force.
“UPD has become much more
professionalized,” Chernak said.
He added that the department
has progressed immensely in her
tenure, evidenced by increased
ofﬁcer training and UPD’s national accreditation by the Commission of Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies. UPD is
among the 1 percent of university police departments that receives CALEA accreditation. The
department has gone from 50
percent compliance in 2001 to 80
percent this year.
Master Patrol Ofﬁcer Christopher Gearhart said UPD’s accreditation is a result of Stafford’s
dedication to improving the de-

Alex Ellis/Hatchet staff photographer

University Police Chief Dolores Stafford (left) received a national campus safety award earlier this month for her work in the
development of UPD.
partment.
“She’s willing to change
things, and she realizes in a police department it’s necessary
to change,” Gearhart said. “If
change is presented to her, she’s
not one to push it aside and reviews it from all angles.”
Gearhart said he has seen a
dramatic change in UPD in the
six years he has worked in the
department. He said Stafford’s
“community policing” style has
been well-received by students
and faculty.
The “Adopt-an-Ofﬁcer” Program is an example ofﬁcers gave
of Stafford’s community policing
efforts. The program selects ofﬁcers to visit residence halls and
talk about topics such as crime
prevention and sexual awareness.
UPD Lt. George Brittle said
the “Adopt-an-Ofﬁcer” Program
has fostered a closer relationship
between the department and
the student body. A UPD ofﬁcer
since 1973, Brittle said he saw
Stafford’s dramatic effect on the
department when she was hired.
“She has done wonders for

this department,” he said. “She
took this department out of the
Stone Age of campus law enforcement into the 21st century, before
the century even got here.”
Stafford’s tenure has seen an
increase in the number of patrol
vehicles from one in 1992, to seven, Brittle said. He said Stafford
has also incorporated such technologies as computers to assist in
ofﬁcer reports.
“She’s fair, honest, helpful,
professional and friendly,” Brittle
said. “She believes in team work,
and she created some programs
within the department to try and
build team spirit.” He added that
if she left GW he would follow
her to another institution.
Master Patrol Ofﬁcer Todd
Ladson, who joined UPD in
1989, said Stafford helped create the Field Training Program,
which trains ofﬁcers in three- to
seven-week programs. Ofﬁcers
are also required to complete an
additional 250 hours of training
during their ﬁrst ﬁve months
at the department and take additional training classes every
year. n
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“Well, because there are a lot of women here. I’m supposed to tell the truth, am I not?”
–Ed Abramic, a 74-year-old St. Mary’s Court retirement home resident,
on why he attended GW’s Senior Prom Saturday night.

Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

Rising above right versus wrong

editorial

Tragedy doesn’t justify
poor policies
Within days after tragedy unfolded at Virginia Tech, University President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg appeared in the media, discussing
implications for mental health in higher education. He also took the opportunity to address
GW’s 2004 ejection of Jordan Nott, a student
who sought counseling for suicidal thoughts.
While the recent shootings have rightfully
sparked a debate on dealing with psychologically troubled college students, it should by no
means be used to justify GW’s policy.
In 2004, University administrators barred
Nott from campus after he sought counseling
for depression. Ofﬁcials invoked GW’s “endangering behavior policy,” which gives the University the right to remove students who pose a
suspected danger to themselves and others. In
an April 19 op-ed column in The Washington
Post, Trachtenberg defended the decision, saying, “Had the student stayed at GW and hurt
himself or others, it’s likely the criticism would
have been that the university should have done
even more.”
Any major tragedy is sure to change perceptions and opinions about issues that are anything but cut and dry. In the wake of the Virginia
Tech shootings, it may indeed appear that GW
was justiﬁed in ejecting a suicidal student who
posed a potential threat. The recent tragedy an
extremely troubled individual caused does not
mean that GW is correct in authorizing expulsions of students with a broad range of mental
health troubles. The University plans to launch
a new policy in the fall, which adds more administrative oversight into the expulsion process, University ofﬁcials told The Hatchet.
While the full details of the Nott case have
not been released, it appears as if the student
showed few previous signs of suicidal thoughts
and approached the University to obtain counseling and help. This account stands in stark
contrast to the case of Cho Seung-Hui, the Virginia Tech shooter, who had a history of serious
mental health issues.
In many ways, comparing the recent shooting to the Nott case is an exercise in futility, as
there are so many different considerations in
each case of psychological disturbance. While
each university is forced to institute a mental
health policy that is right for that school, it remains clear that GW must be willing to consider a more thorough mental health evaluation
process as opposed to a policy that allows for
the immediate ejection of a student who seeks
help for his or her psychological needs.
After the tragedy, a number of schools will
no doubt respond with a knee-jerk reaction to
the killings by expelling students who may
be deemed a threat. A large number of young
people face issues with depression and other
mental health conditions, however, and not all
of these individuals should be automatically
considered the next campus murderer.
It may be dangerous for GW to receive such
high visibility for its endangering behavior policy immediately following the tragedy. While
Trachtenberg called for a “reasoned national
dialogue” on mental health in higher education, GW’s policy leans toward the more extreme side of the spectrum. Instead of mandating counseling, evaluation or temporary leave,
GW’s model allows for immediate removal, a
model that many other schools may emulate.
While GW is in the process of modifying its policy to be more “therapeutic,” as Trachtenberg
stated, speciﬁc changes are not yet clear.
The immediate reaction to the Virginia Tech
tragedy may lead down a slippery slope that
results in the widespread expulsion of students
with mental health needs. If GW appears as the
standard bearer for this cause with its endangering behavior policy, negative media reaction
may follow in the future when such policies are
reconsidered.
Perhaps the only good thing to come out of
the recent shootings will be a rational discussion on college mental health issues. While
such a debate is difﬁcult following high-visibility, senseless violence, it is still attainable.
Unfortunately, GW’s current policy errs on
the side of extreme action by allowing instant
expulsion of those who pose any sort of threat.
While it is important for each individual school
to ﬁgure out its own policy, the Virginia Tech
shootings do not justify GW’s approach to
mental health needs.

Want to be a
columnist?
The opinions section is
looking for strong
writers for next year. If
interested, please e-mail
opinions@gwhatchet.com
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Openness to new ideas is critical, but takes time and experience

s a columnist, it is fairly clear that I have something for the public to read, you better be sure
few qualms about letting anyone and that you really mean it and are willing to stand up
everyone who picks up a copy of The for your words. Talk may be cheap, but the printed
Hatchet know what I think. It is rather word is anything but. Indeed, the students and
exhilarating to know that through the power of the faculty of GW are not hesitant to call you out on
written word, it is possible to let a good portion of mistakes and misperceptions.
the student body of GW know my opinion about
I am also more aware of the responsibility
a given issue. But at the same time, my
that comes with putting my opinions
position has been a humbling experience
on paper; if I want people to care about
this year.
what I say, I have to say things worth
DIANA
In high school, people couldn’t care
caring about. It is not sufficient to simply
less about the school newspaper or who
point out the obvious imperfections of
KUGEL
wrote what about whom in it. Therefore,
GW. If you are going to take up even a
CONTRIBUTING
it was a bit of a culture shock to find
minute of someone’s time with someEDITOR
thing that you print, it should at least
that at GW, an extraordinary amount of
bring a new perspective to the issue.
people travel with a copy of The Hatchet
on Mondays and Thursdays – even if it is only for Also, the phrase, “If I’m paying $50,000 a year to be
the Sudoku. What was even more surprising was here ... ,” while an important point, is not the be-all
how students actually perused the articles and col- and end-all of every argument.
umns before attacking the crossword puzzle. But
Although it is important to believe in what you
the most shocking part of all was how much people write, at the same time, you have to be able to admit
actually cared.
when you made a mistake or if you were too quick
Within hours of my very first column being to judge. Most young adults like to believe that
printed way back in September, I had received not their opinions are correct, and will forever remain
only several Facebook messages from students so. However, this year I was fortunate enough to
(thankfully positive that time), but also an e-mail learn that this is not always the case.
from President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg himself
Looking back my earlier columns, I can see the
asking me to justify my views. After getting over clearly naive voice of a college freshman making
the initial shock of the situation, I drafted my bold statements that with even only a few months
response explaining my position.
of extra perspective under my belt, I may be more
At GW, I learned that if you are going to write hesitant to make today. It is never fun admitting

O

that you were wrong, but it is a much more fatal
downfall to insist on holding opinions that are no
longer valid.
If I come away with one thing from my experiences this year, it is that it takes a bigger person to
change their opinion than to stubbornly hold on to
something they no longer really agree with.
We are seeing this more and more in the political realm, with young people choosing a political
party and insisting on adhering to that party’s
ideology, even when the individual actually disagrees with the party’s stance on a particular issue.
Nothing is sadder than when we are willing to
compromise what we truly believe in order to simply remain “right.”
Although President Trachtenberg’s decision to
step down as keynote speaker for Commencement
and his reasoning for doing so is extremely controversial right now, I can’t help but admire him for
taking into account students’ original displeasure
and doing at least something about it.
Each and every student at GW comes from a
unique background full of experiences distinctive
to that individual. If we open our minds, the most
important things that we learn at GW may take
place far away from the classroom. But this only
works if we can forget about being right or wrong
and simply focus on learning as much as we can
from each other.
—The writer, a freshman majoring in psychology,
is Hatchet contributing opinions editor.

Blame it on the weather

ver the past week, I seem er will have changed and everyone
to have developed a case will be out enjoying the nice day with
of “GW-itis.” I’ve got it all: skirts, shorts, sandals and all.
the cough, the sore throat,
But I doubt it.
the stuffy nose, that weak feeling in
I could always say something
my joints. This is all in addition to utterly crazy to justify this madness,
that total lack of motivation to get like something along the line that
out of bed for a class that starts after God is upset with America’s war in
noon.
Iraq or with GW’s decision to make
So it doesn’t help me much when President Trachtenberg the keynote
I check the weather report
speaker at Commencement,
first thing after I wake up,
and is therefore punishing
only to find out that it’s yet
EVERYONE! How dare
another shitty day in the
that mortal insult the future
middle of April.
political and world leaders who are graduating this
It’s as if we got a little
May with such a shameful
cock-tease of spring a couple weeks ago only to have
act of self-sensationalism?
winter show its weathered
Or maybe it’s all Don
BRENDAN Imus’
face again. But it won’t just
fault. Yeah, that’s it.
leave, either. Instead it has
Whatever
the reason for
POLMER
decided to stick around for
this ludicrous weather sysCOLUMNIST
tem, it’s really taken a negaa little while longer, much
tive toll on me. I quickly
like the annoying guest
developed a cold and soon
who refuses to leave when
it’s painfully obvious that everyone realized I couldn’t smell anything,
which also meant that I couldn’t taste
hates them.
I want the weather to be like anything either – including alcohol.
it was two weeks ago: sun, birds, And that is why I nearly got arrested
cherry-blossoms, short skirts, skin ... by the Secret Service Saturday night.
Now hold on, I wasn’t doing
(Like I said, cock-tease).
Since I’m writing this early, anything wrong. It was a friend of
there’s the possibility that by the mine, a lunatic in his own right, who
time this runs next week, the weath- thought it would be a good idea to

run across a line of parked cars on
24th Street in the pouring rain like
some sort of human monster truck,
setting off car alarms and catching
the attention of an off-duty agent
who quickly turned on his police
lights and ordered us to sit on the
curb as he ran our IDs and called for
backup.
There I sat, in the freezing rain, as
I watched my buddy get handcuffed
and thrown into the back of a paddy
wagon. Sick, cold, wet, rather drunk
and cops everywhere – this was, by
all means, a bad situation.
Now, I don’t plan on ever running for political office, but a criminal record is not something I ever
plan on having either. I politely tried
to explain to an angered policeman
as he ordered me to put my hands
behind my back that I had done nothing wrong, other than trying to escort
a belligerent asshole back home.
Not that I’ve had to do it many
times before, but talking to the cops
is an art. It requires patience, extreme
politeness, acknowledgement of
wrongdoing and sincere regret for
your actions. And since I’m such a
good artist, he ordered me to sit back
down instead of throwing me in the
drunk tank with my friend.
After sitting in the cold rain for

nearly 15 minutes, soaking wet with
snot running down my nose, the
police assessed the assaulted cars
and concluded that my utterly stupid friend had not caused any damage. They un-cuffed him and let him
go as he screamed, “They ain’t got
shit on me! I’m free!”
The Secret Service agent, in turn,
yelled at me, “Hey! You watch your
friend! He’s a crazy bastard!”
Fast-forward to Monday afternoon and I cannot get out of bed
because of my GW-itis. The cold and
the rain got the best of me as my
mouth is dry from not being able to
breathe through my nose, my throat
hurts and I’m coughing up something green.
So I’m begging you, Lord
Almighty, please let spring show her
face again. I can’t take this flip-flopping weather too much longer, and
neither can the Secret Service.
Sooner or later they’re going to
actually haul off some drunken idiot
for vandalism when the weather is
nicer and they have more time to
assess the damage.
–The writer, a junior majoring in
journalism, is Hatchet humor columnist. He has never been arrested, but
that’s likely to change if spring doesn’t
come back quickly.

mental health counseling multiple
times, I believe it’s time for
those members of the University
community who reacted with
outrage against GW’s policy of
removing such individuals from
the campus community to rethink
their stance.
Because the shooter had not yet
committed a criminal act, Virginia
Tech officials were hamstrung
in their efforts to guide him into
any type of therapy or facility
after discovering his disturbing
writings. More importantly, they
were unable to remove him and
the danger he posed to university.
As long as people with mental
health illnesses suffer from denial
and their parents and guardians
turn a blind eye or put the worry
out of their minds because their
child is away at school, there is no
way to get these people the help
they may need.
The exception, of course, is
GW’s policy, which allows for the
removal of the individual. Such a
policy forces both the sufferer and
his or her parents or guardians to
face the problem.
Universities are in limbo with
this issue, but the Virginia Tech
shooting shows that colleges
should not be the ones forced to
deal with erratic behavior and
“warning signs.” This is especially
true since they have no power or
mechanism available to ensure that
a student’s mental health needs are
truly met and that the rest of the
student body is protected.
–Erin Lamb
Alumna

and I am distressed to report that
the hands of our administration
are filthy.
My awareness to such matters
began with my realization of GW’s
membership in the American
Turkish Council – a powerful
lobby that is working to block
a Congressional resolution that
would acknowledge the Armenian
Genocide.
The Armenian Genocide refers
to the purging of the Armenian
population from its homeland
(1915-1917) at the hands of the
Young Turk government. The
death marches and massacres cost
1.5 million their lives, but to this
day, the United States has been
incapable of acknowledging the
atrocities as genocide.
It was revolting to discover that
my University is party to genocide
denial. President Trachtenberg may
be commended for his individual
recognition of the genocide, but
the University’s ATC membership
derogates his candor, nonetheless.
By attaching GW’s name to this
lobby, our administration is
implicitly supporting the council’s
viewpoints.
While the European Parliament
and the Council of Europe officially
recognize the Armenian Genocide,
recognition in the U.S. is a political
dilemma: Turkey is a crucial ally,
with its NATO membership and
vital military bases. It is therefore
critical that lobbying groups such
as the ATC are not bolstered by
institutions of higher learning.
A number of student groups
have called on GW to revoke
its membership in the ATC. To
support these actions, contact
GWinsight@gmail.com.
–Alison Tahmizian Meuse
Sophomore

letters to the editor
Cite reaction, not tragedy
I was completely appalled
when I read University President
Stephen
Joel
Trachtenberg’s
quote in the article discussing
his stepping down from keynote
speaker today (“SJT steps down
as keynote,” Apr. 19, p. 1). It is
ridiculous and offensive to use
the tragedy at Virginia Tech as an
excuse for his removal from the
role as Commencement keynote
speaker.
The two issues are not remotely
connected. Trachtenberg should
have cited the community response
as his reasoning, considering it
was likely the true force behind
the decision. Instead, he belittled
the pain of the incident at Virginia
Tech by tying it to the completely
inconsequential argument over the
keynote speaker. It’s disgusting,
disrespectful and a cowardly
way to keep from admitting the
disapproval against him.
I may not have wholly agreed
with his appointment as keynote
speaker in the first place, but now
I don’t want to hear from him
period.
–Lauren Knight
Senior
Listen to SJT, appreciate GW
today
There is a possibility that
the current GW students could
be somewhat spoiled in many
ways, and now especially so
in the Commencement speaker
flap. In my day, our graduation
was addressed by GW President
Dr. Cloyd H. Marvin on the
University Yard. As a resident of
Foggy Bottom, current President
Trachtenberg and I have disagreed,
but he is an electrifying speaker
with a great sense of humor.

I hope it doesn’t rain, and I
suggest you listen to his words.
–John Graves
Alumnus
Speaking from experience
University
President
Trachtenberg’s
decision
to
withdraw as the Commencement
keynote speaker is regrettable.
He would have delivered a
poignant, insightful, humorous
and memorable address.
I recall that when Brown
University President Ruth J.
Simmons was selected to deliver
the keynote address at the 2002 GW
Commencement, student opinion
was split. Many students criticized
administrators for selecting Ruth
Simmons, but in the end, the 2002
Commencement ceremony was a
great success.
In 2006, when I graduated
with my medical degree, President
George H.W. Bush and former first
lady Barbara Bush delivered the
keynote address. For me, the 2002
and 2006 commencement days
were equally enjoyable.
The real joy of Commencement
day will come from sharing the
moment with one’s friends and
family. There is a spectacular sense
of achievement along with feelings
of euphoria and profound humility.
I urge the graduating students
to reconsider their protest and
submit that President Trachtenberg
should be requested to retract his
decision.
–Mohammad Ali Raza, M.D.
Alumnus
Address mental health issues at
universities
In the wake of the news that
the Virginia Tech shooter was a
“troubled” soul who had undergone
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Seniors attend GW prom
Record numbers go
to annual dance at
Marvin Center
by Justine Karp
Hatchet Reporter

For senior citizens in D.C., spring
is prom season.
About 185 senior citizens and
140 students attended the fifth annual Senior Prom at Marvin Center’s
Grand Ballroom Saturday evening.
The Neighbors Project, an organization within GW’s Community
Service Office tasked with Foggy
Bottom outreach, hosted the luauthemed event which included dinner and dancing. This year’s prom
was the largest in the program’s
history, as 60 people remained on
the waiting list as late as Saturday
night. Neighbors Project volunteers
relied on local donors to reach their

$8,000 fundraising goal, which they
achieved in late March.
Ed Abramic, 74, said he attended
for a specific purpose.
“Well, because there are a lot of
women here,” said Abramic, a resident of the St. Mary’s Court retirement home. “I’m supposed to tell
the truth, am I not?”
Abramic, last year’s prom king,
said he looks forward to this event
every year. He added that he wishes
there was a better way to keep in
touch with the people he meets.
“I’ve been feeling very down
lately, and this is a good uplift,”
Abramic said. “However, I wish I
had a little scotch in the soda.”
Earlie Mitchell, 68, said the event
is always a pleasant change of pace.
“I think it’s beautiful and a nice
outing for the seniors, and everybody
looks so nice,” said Mitchell, who
lives in the Golden Rule Apartments
near Union Station. “It’s just a
refreshing trip. I just get a blessing
in meeting different people.”
One of the largest donors to the

The Onion
comes to D.C.
by Harald Olsen
Hatchet Staff Writer

Washingtonians began seeing headlines such as “Panda
demands abortion” April 5, but
they shouldn’t take it too seriously.
The nation’s most widelyread humor newspaper, The
Onion, started publishing a
D.C. edition earlier this month.
Issues are available free of
charge from newspaper boxes
around campus and the District. Described as “America’s
Finest News Source,” the satirical newspaper is being published by The Washington Post
Company.
Chet Clem, The Onion’s editorial coordinator, said a D.C.
edition was the paper’s obvious next step.
“It’s our 10th city and
we’ve been itching to get (to
D.C.),” Clem said. “We deﬁnitely wanted to bring journalistic integrity to the nation’s
capital.”
The D.C. edition, which
publishes 100,000 copies weekly, will carry mostly national
content with a local entertainment section, titled the A.V.
Club.
The Onion is known for its
satire of current politics and
trends and the media. Some
recent headlines include: “Majority Of Parents Abuse Children, Children Report,” “Local
Play Well Attended By Friends,
Family;” and op-ed article “I
Never Talk On The First Date.”
Chris Mincher, editor of the
entertainment section, said the
content is targeted toward college students because they generally appreciate satirical news.
“We’re trying to get (The
Onion) on college campuses
in the D.C. area and stay in
tune with the college crowd,”
Mincher
said.
“Generally
they’re people who like us, and
we like people who like us, so

CLUBS
from p. 1

persons in nightclubs in D.C.,”
Graham said in a statement.
“The law unwittingly created
the opportunity for a dangerous environment to be established and maintained at 1919
9th St.”
The bill would require minors to have parental supervision after 11 p.m. during the
week and after midnight on the
weekend in any establishment
serving alcohol. It would also
allow clubs to beef up security
by hiring off-duty police officers as bouncers. Public comment on the legislation was
heard Wednesday, but a vote
has not yet been scheduled.
The D.C. City Council has
closed several clubs over the
years in response to complaints
about violence and underage
drinking.
In spite of recent violent
acts, University Police Department reports show GW students have not experienced increased club-related violence.
University Police Chief Dolores Stafford said there have
been six off-campus assaults
since August 2006. While three
of those incidents were nightclub related, the chief said this
is not an increase from previous years.
Stafford said students need
only follow common sense to
keep themselves safe.
“Go with a group of friends.
Return with a group of friends.
Do not drink, or drink in mod-

all around it’s a big ‘like-fest.’”
Recent District A.V. Club
articles reviewed performances at The Black Cat and the 9:30
Club.
Sophomore Ogheneruemu
“OG” Oyiborhoro, president
of the Residential Advisory
Council for Madison Hall and
Student Association senatorelect, said he wants to see The
Onion distributed in residence
halls in the fall. He said he
plans on proposing this in the
SA Senate next semester.
“(The Onion) is pretty interesting, and I thought it would
be cool to have something satirical that’s not too serious,”
Oyiborhoro said.
He added that getting The
Onion distributed in dorms
will be easier than bringing
back GWReads, a discontinued
program that distributed The
New York Times, The Washington Post and USA Today to residence halls. The program was
cut last year because of budget
constraints.
“We’re working on the logistics of it right now so it’s
probably going to be in freshman dorms,” Oyiborhoro said.
He said he presented the idea
to the Madison Hall Community Director, who approved
of it.
Sophomore Jenny Orgill
said she is going to try to pick
up The Onion when she sees
new issues.
“I’m a big fan,” she said.
“I read it all through high
school.”
Freshman Khalil Hassam
said he “loved” The Onion,
speaking near the paper’s
green newspaper box close to
Kogan Plaza. “I appreciate the
humor and diversity The Onion is going to bring, which
I saw only recently with the
Treekiller (The Hatchet’s April
Fools’ issue).” n
–Eric Roper contributed to
this report.
eration if you are 21. Take a cab
or use 4-RIDE,” Stafford said.
Club owners said they take
the proper precautions to ensure patron safety. Andre Demoya, co-owner of Eye Bar
Lounge at 1716 I St., said his
business employs six to eight
security guards per night and
use other technologies such as
ID scanners and cameras to deter violence.
“I think the potential for
violence is relative to clubs
anywhere. All you have to do
is take appropriate measures,”
Demoya said.
He said he does not think
there are increased incidents
of violence in clubs compared
to other businesses.
“Nightclubs and bars get
a bad rap when someone gets
shot, but if it happened at
Georgetown or GW is it because of the campus? No, it’s
because of unfortunate circumstances,” he said.
Several club-goers waiting
in line for Love Night Club
earlier this month said they
knew people who were involved in fist fights or victims
of pick-pocketing in clubs.
Most said they appreciated security measures because they
knew it would make them safe
inside.
Amanda Smith, a frequent
clubber from Hagerstown,
Md., said she didn’t mind long
lines and purse inspections.
“I don’t mind the security;
it makes me feel safer,” she
said, waiting outside Love in
the cold. “As long as I know
no one is bringing in weapons,
we’ll be all right.” n
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event was Serve DC, a group in the
mayor’s office which promotes volunteering and community outreach.
“One of the main things we try to
do is foster community service with
all universities, but GW has been
a great partner,” said Dy Brown,
communications director for District
Mayor Adrian Fenty. “I think one of
the most rewarding experiences in
life is to see men and women enjoying themselves.”
Michael Akin, GW’s director of
D.C. and Foggy Bottom/West End
Affairs, said the prom is mutually
beneficial for both groups of attendees.
“I think the seniors clearly benefit from having a wonderful day,”
said Akin, who was involved in
planning the event. “And the students benefit from getting to know
the seniors, learning about their stories and having the opportunity to
talk to them.”
Senior Sanjana Ballal attended
See PROM, p. 8

Alex Ellis/Hatchet staff photographer

Eleanor F. Gordon blows bubbles with freshman Sunaina Bindra Saturday afternoon during the Senior Prom at Marvin Center. The luau-themed dance was
sponsored by the Neighbors Project.
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THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Katie Rooney – Features Editor (krooney@gwhatchet.com)
Marissa Levy – Assistant Features Editor (mlevy@gwhatchet.com)

Monday, April 23, 1988:

Wednesday, April 25, 1901:

Friday, April 27 1974:

Pink Floyd’s album “Dark Side of the
Moon” dropped off of the Billboard 200
charts for the ﬁrst time in over 14 years.

New York became the ﬁrst state in
the U.S. to require license plates and
most motorists made their own.

About 10,000 people marched in D.C.,
calling for the impeachment of President Richard Nixon.

A new start:
resident leaves
to open B&B
by Lindsay Garfield
Hatchet Staff Writer

photo illustration by Alex Ellis

GW junior Fiona Zublin has an odd part-time job – she spends hours each week posing nude at the Corcoran Gallery of Art for a little extra cash. “When you’re up there it’s a little intimidating,” she said. “But the ﬁrst class I did was all women so it made it easier.”

The art of modeling in the buff
Junior strips down and cashes in

by Marisa Kabas
Hatchet Reporter

When Fiona Zublin needed to make a
little extra cash, she didn’t turn to waiting tables in Dupont or working retail in
Georgetown, she became a nude model at
the Corcoran.
“It’s more fulfilling than working at
a coffee shop,” said the slender, 5-foot2 junior who poses for one to three art
classes a week at the gallery’s College of
Art of Design.
“I called the Corcoran and they said
there was large demand for models,”
Zublin, a GW junior, said. “It’s hard to
find people who have the time.”
When she first began modeling at the
art school in January, Zublin admitted she
was a little anxious. “It was harder than I
thought,” she said. “It can be very uncomfortable.”
At her very first class, Zublin tried to
watch the other model who was also posing for the class. “I didn’t want to be bad!”
she said. “When you’re up there it’s a little
intimidating. But the first class I did was
all women so it made it easier.”
Even though her body is scrutinized
by 20 pairs of eyes each week, Zublin
said she has never felt judged about her
appearance.
“In art classes a body is just a body,”
she explained. “You’re very exposed, but
there’s also a sense of people appreciating
your body for what it looks like.”
But that doesn’t mean Zublin doesn’t
get requests to change her appearance for
the sake of the aesthetic. “A professor I
was working with once asked me, “Could
you gain 40 pounds by next week?”
To deal with the physical and mental demands of nude modeling, Zublin
said she does yoga to help her relax. She
admits standing around still and naked
for an extended period of time is not
always the most stimulating activity.
“(Posing) gets boring real fast.
Sometimes I just start counting the time,”
she said.
Zublin said she has found other more
interesting ways to pass the time through
the duration of her poses, which can range
from one minute to three hours. “I look for
long songs or poems to recite in my head,”
she said.
While people are drawing her every

GW EXPAT

Junior Stephanie Robichaux,
a double major in journalism and
anthropology, is spending the
spring semester studying with
the Semester at Sea program.
A few times this semester she,
along with other students spread
out across the globe, will share
her experiences and observations
abroad as one of The Hatchet’s
“GW expats.”

“Be on the 8:30 tender to
meet the agent at the dock
at 9 o’clock.” That’s all the
information I had when I was
told that my long-awaited
dentist
appointment
had
finally been made. The purser ’s
desk made the arrangements,
and I was supposed to blindly
follow the directions.
I met a girl on the gangway who was on her way to
the dermatologist with three
of her friends who joined her
for moral support. My friends
were going to join me until
they found out that it would
interfere with their precious
beauty rest, and since I don’t

curve, Zublin sometimes makes mental attitude.”
Corcoran professor John J. Anderson,
grocery lists or thinks about all the other
things she has to do. “It’s a good job for whom Zublin recently worked with,
echoed Hoff’s sentiment.
anxious people,” she joked.
“Working at the Corcoran has that
Most of Zublin’s modeling is done
in front of adult art classes at the Gump-like quality pertaining to chocoCorcoran, which has two campuses, one lates,” he said. “You never know what
in Georgetown and one adjacent to GW (assignment) you are going to get. Most
at 17th Street and New York Avenue. She often a model is given a chair, maybe a
described the studios she works in as, stick (to work with). We had an eight foot
“old,” and a bit rundown. “There’s not a ladder. I can’t imagine posing on that
lot of money for classes,” she explained, thing for 20 minutes was comfortable, but
but she says the adult students she poses (Fiona) did it.”
“I thought the ladder would be interfor are “very dedicated.”
Zublin normally poses for drawing esting,” said Zublin. “It’s fun to expericlasses, but recently she was asked to pose ment with different set-ups.”
Anderson added that Zublin is the
for a painting class. She had to stand in
ideal model for art classes. “She has the
the nude for hours that one time.
“Painting is different from drawing components most professors require when
working with a model.
because you have to hold
Self-assured, open to sugone pose for three hours,”
gestion, willing to try difshe said. Unlike in drawings, which she said tend
ferent things.”
“You’re very exposed,
to be more “unfinished,”
Zublin can attribute
but there’s also a sense that laid back and confithe paintings the students created actually
attitude in part to her
of people appreciating dent
reflected her likeness.
upbringing in California.
“It’s very flattering
Growing up in a “a hippy
your body for what it
that they’re painting you,”
commune north of San
she said. “Everyone (at
Francisco,” people tried
looks like.”
the Corcoran) is always
to discourage young girls
really nice. The profesfrom having body image
sors especially, they try to
issues and to instead love
FIONA ZUBLIN
make it comfortable.”
their bodies. And for this
NUDE MODEL AT THE
Zublin was once
20-year-old, nude modelCORCORAN GALLERY OF ART
ing is in her blood.
asked to model or a class
“I wanted a job and
of high school students,
my mom used to be an art
and she said the experience was a little different then what she model,” Zublin said. Her mother was the
was used to with the adults. Art models one that encouraged her to explore this
are usually given semi-frequent breaks job avenue.
from their poses, but the professor of
In fact, the mother-daughter duo has
this high school class wanted her to hold been immortalized in statue form in her
her pose for a longer chunk of time than hometown of Arcata, Calif. Her mother
usual. Zublin said eventually she found a posed with her for an artist when Zublin
position so comfortable that she actually was just an infant. “(The statue) was pretfell asleep mid pose. The best part of the ty embarrassing when I was 13.”
Zublin said despite all the fun she is
job? The professor was fine with it.
Those who have worked with Zublin having as a nude model now, this type of
express glowing reviews about her work job is not something she sees herself pursuing professionally. “I could see myself
at the Corcoran.
“Fiona has been a wonderful mem- doing this through college and maybe
ber of the Corcoran College of Art and right after, but I don’t have a particular
Design modeling staff,” said Sarah Hoff, passion for it,” she said.
an administrator at the Georgetown camIn the end, Zublin chalks nude modelpus, in an e-mail to The Hatchet. “She ing up to be, “Something to tell the grandis dependable and has a very positive kids.” n

It’s the end of an era. Steve Timlin, 63, has lived in the gorgeous
yellow house directly behind the Foggy Bottom Metro since March
20, 1986 – before some of GW’s students were even born.
But on June 1, the long-time Foggy Bottom resident will pack up
his things, leave his charming, yellow house on New Hampshire
Avenue, and move to Williamsburg, Va.
After 21 years of living in the same house near GW’s campus,
Timlin has decided to start a new chapter in his life. He plans to
run a bed and breakfast in Williamsburg with his long time friend,
Esther Stiles, who rents an apartment in his house.
Timlin has been an active member of the Foggy Bottom community for years. As a 20-year member of the Foggy Bottom
Association, he has sold FBA T-shirts in his front yard and fundraised for the association. Timlin was also involved in the Square
54 hearings, testifying on behalf of GW for their construction plans
on the old hospital site. He also said he enjoys talking with students
who pass by his house during the day.
Why does a man with such deep roots in Foggy Bottom and with
GW want to leave?
Timlin has visited Williamsburg six times in his life. Over the
years, he has been in awe of one particular house – a bed and breakfast called Primrose Cottage. Timlin immediately fell in love with
the Cape Cod-style home.
On one of Timlin’s stays at the bed and breakfast, the manager
mentioned that the cottage was for sale during a casual conversation. That same day, he decided to buy the cottage and move to
Williamsburg.
“I’ve never made such a quick decision so easily in my life,”
Timlin said. “I expected to live in Foggy Bottom forever. But this
opportunity was just too much to pass up.”
Williamsburg is a retreat from modern life, said Timlin, who
looks forward to having more quiet time, more square footage, running the bed and breakfast with his friend Esther and no student
noise.
“While I have certainly been glad to know a lot of students
individually, the noise late at night on the weekends has been a
disturbance over the years,” Timlin said. “It will be nice to lead a
quieter existence.”
While Timlin has been trying to sell his charming yellow house,
he hasn’t had too many appealing offers. At this point, he plans to
turn his house over to a property manager and rent out one of the
three apartments within the house.
The other parts of the house will be mortgaged and put in the
hands of a property owner. He plans to keep the house in case he
ever plans to return to Foggy Bottom.
“I’ve had a good run here in Foggy Bottom,” Timlin said. “But
it’s time for a new adventure.” n

Erin Shea/photo editor

Longtime area residents Steve Timlin and housemate Esther
Stiles are moving to open a bed and breakfast in Virginia.

A trip to the dentist, Malaysian style
have a fear of dentists yet, I Ten o’clock. Police officers on
motorcycles, more cab drivers,
didn’t mind.
We arrived on shore at 8:45. money-changers and venders
“You need taxi? Where do you had all arrived at the marina,
go?” We were bombarded with but there was no sign of the
agent. The air was
offers from taxi
getting hotter and
drivers to take us
our patience shorter.
to our destination.
At 10:30, the
“No, we’re meeting someone here to
agent,
a
little
take us to the docMalaysian man in a
tor,” I made the misbeat-up white twotake of saying.
door car, arrived.
“Doctor? I take
He said that he
you to the hospital.
would take me to
Only two kilomethe dentist first,
ters.”
then return to the
“No, no, no. I’m
marina to bring the
going to the dentist,
other girls to the
not the hospital, and
dermatologist.
S
TEPHANIE
someone is taking
I asked him if I
me there,” I said.
ROBICHAUX had an appointment;
My
explanahe said I just had
GW EXPAT
tions weren’t helpto show up. After
ing, so, I joined
about a 10-minute
with the other girls
drive, he pulled
who had already decided that over to the side of the road
sitting down and ignoring and stopped the car. I looked
the taxi driver was the better around, saw plenty of open-air
option.
restaurants and shops but no
Nine o’clock. Nine thirty. dentist office. “Where is it?” I

asked, looking out the window
of the car. “Behind,” he said,
pointing to closed shop.
I had spent the past two
days walking around the city,
and I had seen what was located
behind the stores and restaurants. It wasn’t a pretty sight. In
fact, most of the time, I was afraid
to look. Alleyways, dumpsters,
stray animals – those are what I
usually found behind buildings;
I didn’t like the sound of this
“behind” business.
In Washington, my dentist
office is in a high-rise. I usually take an elevator to the
door, not a walk between two
buildings where trash bags
are dropped next to puddles
of dirty water.
I walked into an empty
dentist office, which I thought
couldn’t be a good sign. A
petite Asian woman with a
beehive hairdo greeted my
driver and me. He explained
in another language that I
was a student from the ship
and needed to see the dentist.
There was no paperwork like

I was used to. I told him not
to leave until I was sure that I
was going to go through with
the procedure, then followed
the receptionist to the back.
I explained to Dr. Tan
Hong Pin that my temporary crown fell off two weeks
ago, and my mouth was in
pain so I needed him to fix it.
“Temporary crown?” he said,
looking a bit puzzled. “What
was it made of?”
Yes, I was nervous. How
the hell does a dentist not
know what a temporary crown
is? I wanted to verbalize this,
but after my explanation, he
seemed to be more familiar
with the idea. I told my driver
to go ahead and take the other
girl to the doctor, even though
part of me wanted to jump in
the car with him, avoid the
dentist all together, and pray
that my tooth wouldn’t rot
before I returned to the States.
But I figured since I was
there, I should go through
with it. Dr. Tan Hong Pin
said that no needles or drill-

ing would be involved, so I
held my breath and hoped for
the best. The procedure was
pretty painless and the worst
part of the whole experience
was when the dental assistant dropped an attachment
and instead of grabbing a new
one, blasted it with air and
put it on the tool.
Antsy to get the hell out
of there, I took a deep breath
and suppressed my germaphobia. Luckily, Dr. Pin finished quickly.
“How long you are in
Malaysia?” he asked in broken English as I was about
to leave. “Until tomorrow
night,” I replied. “Oh, good, if
it bothers you, just come back
and I fix it. No problem.”
Later that day, my tooth
didn’t feel much better than it
did that morning, so I decided
to call the dentist. I bought an
international calling card and
made an appointment at Dr.
Hunter ’s sterile, white office
in D.C. for the day after I
return from the voyage. n
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Becoming fully female

Speech and Hearing Center helps transsexuals become more feminine

After reaching an appropriate pitch
Moody said she incorporates other
speech elements – both physical and
the progress she has made to her emotional – into the patient’s traintherapy but also to her experience ing to polish the voice and make it
as a music major in college, which sound more realistic.
made her train her ear to recognize
Other important aspects in
and match specific sounds and use speech training are rate/duration
music theory to complement them.
and quality. For example, women
“As a musician, you focus on tend to intone upwards. For men,
the construct of what you’re being learning that pattern of intonation
taught and you don’t worry about can be hard, and Moody said it can
hearing it and it not sounding right, sometime produce a “valley-girl”
because you know if you practice it voice if they do so at the end of their
will come around,” she said.
sentences.
The process of changing Daniels’
The challenge for Moody, then,
voice, however, was psychologically is incorporating an initial upward
grueling, she said.
intonation in the first one or two syl“It’s very tough, because when lables, and then increasing overall
you hear a voice that’s not your melodic intonation throughout the
own or that you don’t own yet, sentences, which was the next thing
you feel like you’re faking and that Daniels’ had to focus on after reachmakes you feel like you’re not you ing an appropriate pitch.
– so you’re more likely to go back to
However, beyond the physical
what’s comfortable,” she said.
dimensions of voice, Moody also
Moody said the pitch for a male believes that men and women view
voice usually ranges around 90 and communication differently.
140 Hz whereas the female voice gen“Females use communication as a
erally averages somewhere between means to an end, use communication
190 to 240 Hz. The best-sounding to solidify relationships, to deepen
voice for a male-toindividual relationfemale transsexual
ships; they use it
will heighten their
in a social context
original pitch to
“For people you’ve
more than anything
around 175 to 180
Males tend to
Hz.
known your entire life to else.
use communication
The
gendered
an action in itself.
hear enough difference as
difference in pitch
It’s an end-point,
can be attributed
in your voice to know whereas for a female
to multiple factors,
it is only a means
including the size of
to an end,” Moody
you’re
a
woman,
that’s
both vocal folds and
said.
resonating cavities.
empowering.”
Daniels agreed
Moody said males
and said learning
typically have bighow to speak as a
ger necks, which
GRACIE DANIELS
woman
emotionallow for larger resPRIVATE SPEECH THERAPY
ally and coping with
onating cavities and
PATIENT
how that affects
thicker vocal folds –
social interactions
qualities which tend
was perhaps more
to produce deeper
difficult then the
voices.
physical changes.
“Way too often people will want
“If you’re on the phone and are
a high-pitched voice, or have an a white man, you can tell people
unrealistic ability to monitor them- exactly what you want and get it
selves or an unrealistic expectation done without question. But when
of what the voice will sound like,” you’re a woman, you have to learn
she said.
to negotiate,” noted Daniels, a busiHowever, once Daniels reached ness analyst. “Learning that lesson
the feminized pitch she was seek- was difficult; the more feminine my
ing, she had still only completed the voice became, the less control I had
first step in a long transition process. over the phone and I had to learn to
from p.1

negotiate differently.”
To address these differences,
Moody says it’s important to focus
on strategies which enhance the
qualifying words and increase the
use of adverbs and adjectives.
Ultimately, after working on
pitch, vocal variety, intonation patterns and an array of other devices,
Daniels reached her new voice.
“For people you’ve known your
entire life to hear enough difference in your voice to know you’re
a woman, that’s empowering,” she
said.
However – not everybody is that
successful. Johnna Fisher completed sessions at the GW Speech and
Hearing Center several years ago,
but left without much success. At
55, Fisher, who has spent $55,000 on
her transition, is built – she works at
a gym – but her body nevertheless
resembles the painstaking effort that
went into sculpting it.
Though she spent over half of
her life as a man, she believes that
she has quickly absorbed the new
perceptions, experiences and lessons
that influence the life of a woman.
Despite her intimidating biceps,
there is no mistaking Fisher for a
male – until, that is, she speaks.
“A lot of times, the moment I open
my mouth people will look at me and
think ‘you’re a man,’” Fisher said.
Fisher ’s transition to becoming a
woman physically was neither short
nor easy, but changing her voice
was one of the more prolonged and
ultimately fruitless processes of the
transition.
“If you are going to transition
your gender, you have to be patient
with your voice,” she said. “The
voice is one of the hardest things,
and it may not be totally satisfactory.
Sometimes it’s a compromise in your
transition.”
In addition to the speech therapy she received at GW, Fisher also
underwent surgery outside of GW
to shorten her vocal cords by having
them tied together, but the high-pitch
she attained from the procedure was
short-lived. Even after two semesters
of sessions with the speech center,
she was still dissatisfied with her
progress.
By far, changing her voice was
the most cumbersome part of becoming a woman – a task even harder

Erin Shea/photo editor

Johnna Fisher is a transsexual who completed sessions at the GW Speech
and Hearing Center. About one-third of the clients are transsexuals.
than the excruciatingly painful electrolysis she underwent to remove
facial hair.
“Imagine having your moustache
alone removed – to stick a needle
under one of the pores on your lip
to zap it is to be stung by a bee
– imagine that 90,000 times – that’s
having your beard removed. The
pain is unbelievable. For me, changing my voice is harder than that,”
said Fisher.

But the process wasn’t entirely
without reward; Fisher was convinced by her clinician to give up
smoking.
She also learned something about
the world around her.
“I’ve learned people are going
to view you as one way or the other
– and if you’re just yourself, and
you’re comfortable with yourself,
then they’re going to look at you for
who you are,” Fisher said. n

Keep up with breaking news online at www.gwhatchet.com
WHEREAS THE IRANIAN REGIME:
SUPPORTS GLOBAL TERRORISM

— Actively supports various Islamic extremist terror organizations such as Hamas, Hezbollah, and
al Qaeda, each of which has a long history of knowingly targeting and successfully killing innocent civilians;

PURSUES NUCLEAR WEAPONS

— Is defying the international community by continuing to pursue uranium enrichment that, according to
U.S. intelligence and the IAEA, is geared only toward use in nuclear weapons;

INCITES VIOLENCE

— Is represented by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who has called for the State of Israel to be “wiped off the face of the map”
and for the destruction of the United States, the “Great Satan”;

OPPOSES DEMOCRACY

— Is headed by the zealot theocratic Mullahs, who choose candidates for elections and commonly exercise
supreme veto power to overturn reforms in order to preserve a purely Islamic state;

VIOLATES HUMAN RIGHTS
OPPRESSES MINORITIES

non-pious Muslims;

— Actively supports the genocide in Sudan via contribution of weapons, funds, and moral support;

— Subjugates females, the gay, lesbian and transgender community, religious and secular minority groups and

DENIES THE HOLOCAUST

— Has hosted a provocative and offensive conference with the purpose of questioning and denying the historical
fact of the Holocaust, the most widely-documented tragedy in recorded history.

We, the undersigned George Washington University student leaders, regard
the current Iranian regime as a pressing threat to all of humanity. We
deeply respect the rich Persian/Iranian culture, Persian/Iranian contributions
to science, theology, philosophy, and the citizens of Iran. We certainly
recognize that we must distinguish between the Iranian regime—with its
extremist positions—and the Iranian people and their culture. Nonetheless,
it is important for involved citizens on our campus to recognize the brutality
of the Iranian regime and understand that it is critical that the western world
prevent the Iranian regime from carrying out their genocidal plans with
nuclear weapons.

We applaud the United States Congress for overwhelmingly passing the
bipartisan Iran Freedom and Support Act of 2005, and we support Congress’s
attempt to peacefully end Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons. Representative
Tom Lantos (D-CA), Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and
Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), its ranking member, recently
introduced the bipartisan Iran Counter-Proliferation Act of 2007, which will
increase ﬁnancial penalties for companies that do business with the Islamic
Republic. Such legislation is crucially important at this juncture as it represents
the best chance of forcing Iran to abandon its nuclear weapons ambitions.

Nicole Capp
Student Association President

Brand Kroeger
Student Association Vice-President

Tanya Choudhury
President, GW College Democrats

Chris Brooks
Chairman, GW College Republicans
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Clubs win SAC awards
Cultural and social
action organizations
get top recognitions
by Amanda Dick
Hatchet Staff Writer

Alex Ellis/Hatchet staff photographer

Members of Generic Theater Group perform a scene from Urinetown Thursday evening at the Marvin Center during the Student Activities Center Excellence Awards.

The Student Activities Center
hosted the 22nd annual Excellence
Awards Thursday night to recognize
individuals, student organizations and
University programs whose efforts
have enhanced the quality of campus
life at GW.
Fifteen student organizations won
awards in categories ranging from
excellence in diversity, community service and significant contributions to
the GW community. Other categories
included graduate campus life, learning through action and outstanding
achievement.
The Pyramid Awards, the Student
Activities Center’s top recognition, were

given to the Asian Student Alliance,
Green GW and Student Movement for
Real Change.
Global Languages was the only
student organization to be nominated
for and win two awards, The Walter
G. Bryte Jr. Award and Excellence in
Diversity.
GW Balance, a ballet group, received
the Spotlight of the Year Award. The
Sons of Pitch, a male a cappella organization, received the Student’s Choice for
Performance Group of the Year award.
“We are creating a wave of
change at GW with these exceptional
student organizations bringing people together one person at a time,”
said Tim Miller, executive director of
SAC, which oversees student life on
campus. “Something does happen
here.”
Twelve individual students won
awards in the categories of commitment
to the campus community and scholarship, enthusiasm in intramural sports
and leadership development.
Twenty-three students were nominated for the Baer Award for Individual

Excellence, and 31 students were nominated for the Joint Committee of Faculty
and Student Scholarship for Leadership
Development Award. The five winners
of the JCFS scholarship each received a
$3,000 award.
Sophomore Maggie Desmond was
the only student to win both awards
for which she was nominated, the Baer
Award for Individual Excellence and
the JCFS Leadership Development
Award.
She said she was first introduced
to the Excellence Awards when she
attended as a member of Class Council
last year. She applied for the JCFS
Scholarship this spring at a friend’s
urging. Desmond is also a member of
Green GW, which she said she had not
expected to win an award.
“I was completely shocked,” she
wrote in an e-mail. “At our Green
GW meeting Wednesday night I even
told the group that we could go to
the Excellence Awards together, but it
wouldn’t be a big deal if they couldn’t
make it because it was pretty unlikely
that we would win.” n

SJT recognizes
religion prof.

Stavan Desai/Hatchet photographer

Professor Dewey Wallace received the Oscar and Shoshana
Trachtenberg Teaching Award at a ceremony in Duquès Hall Friday.
by Sean Redding
Hatchet Staff Writer

courses on the history of Christianity and religion in the United
States. At the ceremony, Wallace
Religion professor Dewey gave a sample lecture on the inWallace received the Oscar and terpreters of religion in the United
Shoshana Trachtenberg Teaching States.
Award, one of the highest awards
Executive Vice President for
the University gives to faculty, at a Academic Affairs Donald Lehman
ceremony at Duques Hall Friday.
presented Wallace with the award
“It is gratifying to feel that the at what was called the “Celebraeffort I have put into teaching has tion of Teaching Excellence.” He
been recognized,” said Wallace, also remarked on Wallace’s longwho has been at GW for 33 years. standing commitment to the Uni“But (the award) also means to versity.
me a recognition of the intellec“I was particularly thrilled
tual sharpening that I have re- to see professor Wallace’s name
ceived from students and faculty come across my desk in this parcolleagues.”
ticular context, not only because
The Trachtenberg Teaching he is so deserving, but it’s always
Award, established by University nice to see someone recognized
President Stephen Joel Trachten- who’s been at the University lonberg in 1990 in honor of his par- ger than I have,” Lehman said.
ents, is a $1,000 prize given to outHe said the qualiﬁcations for
standing tenured teachers at the the award includes commitment,
undergraduate level.
energy and a kind and generous
Trachtenberg said as GW be- spirit. He called Wallace’s contricomes increasingly known as a butions to teaching excellence a
research institution, faculty and gift to the University.
administrators
“What’s so
need to recogimpressive is the
nize good teachability to engage
“The spirit of the
ing.
young students
“The spirit
institution has to do more in the subject
of the institumatter, and prowith what we believe,
tion has to do
fessor Wallace
more with what
continues to do
and our values. It has
we believe, and
just that,” he
our values. It
said.
to
do
with
students
and
has to do with
Senior Emstudents
and
ily Karrs, one
with teachers.”
with teachers,”
of the students
Tr a c h t e n b e rg
who nominated
said, adding that
Wallace, said goSTEPHEN JOEL
he hopes incoming to his class
TRACHTENBERG
ing
President
was like going
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
Steven Knapp
to watch her fawill continue to
vorite TV show.
recognize outstanding teachers in
“I think one of the things I
the future.
loved about his course was that I
He also joked about the bene- learned things I use every day in
ﬁts of rewarding older professors. my life,” Karrs said.
“One of the things that are
Several graduate teaching asgood about rewarding people sistants were also recognized at
who are mature and accomplished the event. Recipients of the Philip
is that there’s less of a chance for Amsterdam Graduate Teaching
them to get into trouble later,” he Assistant Award included Jennifer
said.
Chubb of mathematics, Hiroyuki
Wallace said he still uses a Hikawa of statistics and Darby
blackboard and chalk and that his Thompson of computer science.
teaching methods are convention- Thomas Farmer and Farid Hasal, consisting mainly of lectures sani, both of electrical and comand class discussions.
puter engineering, received hon“I hope that I have interested orable mentions for the award.
students in my subject, informed
“I’m basically just honored
them about it and taught them to that there are students out there
think analytically,” he said.
who think of me as a good teachWallace teaches a section of er,” Thompson said. “I just like
an introductory course on West- being in the classroom with my
ern Religion as well as advanced students.” n

PROM
from p. 5
the past three proms and was in
charge of garnering support from
other seniors this year.
“Honestly, it just makes me
feel good about myself and the
school,” Ballal said.
Dottie Steranko, 69, said GW
does an especially good job of helping the local senior community.
“I love all the gals and the fel-

las from GW. They do great things
for us over at St. Mary’s,” Steranko
said. “The thing that I like is that
they get involved and they are
genuine.”
Students help Steranko’s
friends get groceries and send
them cards when they are sick, she
said. Most importantly, Steranko
said, GW students treat seniors
with respect.
“They make me feel young,
and they make other people feel
young,” she said. “They are the
best.” n
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D.C. literacy rates low
Literacy agency
cites lack of
reading progress
by Eric Walker
Hatchet Reporter
More than one of every
three D.C. residents is functionally illiterate, according to
a report released last month by
the University of the District of
Columbia.
The study, which was
conducted by UDC’s State
Education Agency for Adult
Education and Family Literacy,
analyzes data from a national
literacy survey in 1992 and the
2000 Census. The agency is
tasked with managing D.C.’s
citywide literacy initiative,
which receives funds from the
city government. The report
pinpoints specific areas of the
District that had severe literacy problems.
Wards 5, 7 and 8 had the
highest functional illiteracy
rates, which stand at approximately 50 percent. The national average for functional illiteracy is 25 percent. GW is in
Ward 2.
Functional illiteracy is
defined as having “below
basic” literary skills, which
means the person “can perform no more than the most
simple and concrete literacy
skills,” according to the report.
Examples of simple literacy
skill are finding an intersection on a map, completing a
job application, or reading bus
schedules.
Stacey Downey, the agency’s Literary Resource Center
director, said only 8 percent
of illiterate residents actually
receive the proper education.
“The report ... was meant to

be a provocative call to action together, learn more,” Downey
for the District of Columbia said. “Also, for many illiterate
to take a more comprehensive parents, protecting their chillook at adult and family liter- dren from the hardships that
acy,” Downey said. “We have they have endured as a result
to provoke public discussion of illiteracy provides great
in order to get something done motivation to foster education
about this problem.”
within the home.”
Downey added that the
Downey said community
social stigmas surround- support is needed to solve the
ing illiteracy and the daily problem.
responsibilities of adulthood
“We’re hoping that the city
prevent a lot of people from government and the residents
seeking education. The literacy of Washington, D.C. will make
programs, she said, are also a long-term, generational
under-funded.
commitment to ameliorating
“(T)he lack
illiteracy. The
of
availabilproblem has
ity of many of
been ignored
these programs
for too long,”
definitely con“We have to provoke she said.
tributes to the
public discussion in Jen Sophomore
problem,” she
Galvin,
order to get
said.
a teacher for
Since the
JumpStart, said
something done
data was origione’s class and
nally released
about this problem.” home life could
in
1992,
have a negative
Downey said
impact on a
her agency has
child’s literacy
STACEY DOWNEY
recruited and
skills, and limit
UDC’S LITERARY RESOURCE
trained 20 new
resources for
CENTER DIRECTOR
literacy coaches
development.
and instituted
JumpStart is a
programs for
program devoted to tutoring
building learning capacity.
under-educatThe agency is currently ed children to catch them up
exploring programs to lower with students their age.
“Children from the lowest
D.C.’s illiteracy rate. Methods
include gaining D.C. busi- socioeconomic backgrounds
ness sponsors and greater city show severely decreased
funding, as well as an initia- vocabulary, word recognitive to link adult education tion and other reading skills
more closely with workforce as compared to their sociodevelopment, according to the economically
advantaged
report.
counterparts,” Galvin said.
Along with a policy to help “Furthermore, once these kids
adults in the District become fall behind, there’s no real safeliterate, Downey said there ty net in the D.C. public school
should be programs that recog- system to bring them up to
nize and correct a child’s read- speed.”
ing problems at an early age to
He added that those that
prevent adult illiteracy.
are behind have been behind
“We’re focusing a lot on since kindergarten, and their
family literacy. Research gap in education often continshows that families that learn ues to grow. n

GW looks at loan policy
Initial results
ﬁnd no fraud
in aid
by Sarah Scire
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW officials are taking a
closer look at the Office of
Financial Aid in response to
a nationwide scandal involving lenders’ relationships with
universities.
The student loan industry,
which lends students about $85
billion per year, came under
scrutiny in early February
when New York Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo began
investigating possible corrupt
relationships between the companies and schools. Cuomo
was especially concerned with
kickbacks – deals where lenders give school officials money,
stock or other benefits in return
for steering students toward
their companies, according to a
Washington Post article.
Cuomo warned that these
dishonest incentives sometimes cause schools to work
exclusively with lending
companies that don’t offer
the best terms and rates for
students.
An internal investigation
of GW’s own student loan
department was conducted in
March as soon as the issue
gained national attention,

said Tracy Schario, director of
Media Relations.
“The preliminary review
found we are in compliance
with all applicable law,”
Schario said. “The fact that we
did our review in March is
a good sign, especially since
we did not discover any red
flags.”
Schario said GW safeguards against fraud through
protective measures by monitoring revenue sharing and
finder’s fees – two practices
that Cuomo said corrupts the
student loan process.
“The one thing you can say
about GW as a whole is that we
try to be continuously aware of
things of this nature,” Schario
said.
Following an investigation earlier this month, New
York University, Syracuse
University, St. John’s College,
Fordham University and the
University of Pennsylvania
were all found to have received
valuable rewards for pushing
certain lenders, The New York
Times reported.
The two largest lenders,
Sallie Mae and Citibank, have
agreed to no longer pay travel
and entertainment expenses to
college financial aid officials.
Six colleges and universities have suspended or fired
their financial aid directors
since the investigation began.
John Hopkins University
suspended its financial aid
director after discovering she
received approximately $65,000
in consulting fees and $1,200 in

travel expenses from Student
Loan Xpress Inc., a company
highlighted in Cuomo’s initial
investigation.
Each college or university has a different process for
choosing which lenders are
listed as “preferred.” Schario
said GW’s own selection process is slightly less strict than
neighboring schools.
“I don’t want to say it’s
a loose process, but it’s definitely informal,” she said.
Preferred lenders for GW
are approved only after Daniel
Small, director of Student
Financial Assistance, confers
with other administrators. The
deciding factors, Schario said,
include customer service, competitive rates and up-to-date
technology.
“It’s still a student choice,”
Schario said. “Students can
choose from the preferred
lenders, the other lenders we
list, or even the lenders we
don’t list.”
Some students said their
families did not take the time
to look around and compare
loan terms, choosing instead
to go with the preferred lender
for ease and convenience.
“I remember choosing a
lender was a really fast process, and we didn’t do any
extensive research,” freshman Emma Martin said. “I
definitely think students and
parents probably just choose
a preferred lender instead of
spending the time to find out
for themselves what the best
choice is.” n

John Birk/Hatchet photographer

Israeli Ambassador Sallai Meridor speaks to faculty and students about the Arab-Israel conﬂict
Friday afternoon in 1957 E Street.

Ambassador wants peace
Meridor pushes
Israeli-Arab
negotiations
by Lindsay Corcoran
Hatchet Staff Writer
Israeli Ambassador Sallai
Meridor said citizens of his
country are ready to “make
the sacrifice” and accept a
two-state solution to the ArabIsrael conflict in a speech to
about 100 faculty and students
at 1957 E Street Friday.
“We are ready to give up
terror for peace, to give up
hate for hope,” he said.
The speech, “From Tehran
to Beirut and Gaza: The
Middle East at a Crossroad,”
was the fifth and final installment of the Middle East Policy
Forum.
In March, former President
Jimmy Carter came to GW
as the third speaker in this
series to talk about his new
book “Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid,” which has drawn
criticism around the globe.

“I am pleased that this is a
campus that can host Jimmy
Carter and (Meridor) back
to back,” said University
President
Stephen
Joel
Trachtenberg in his opening
remarks at the conference.
On Friday, Meridor discussed a willingness on the
part of the Israelis to cooperate with the Palestinians.
“We are trying to work
with moderates and bring
change to Palestinian society,”
he said.
He spoke of Israel’s disengagement from the Gaza Strip
in 2005 as evidence of their
efforts. He said it is now up
to the Palestinians to decide
whether to move toward peace
or away from it. Since the
Israelis have disengaged from
the Gaza Strip, Palestinians
have continued to launch
attacks against Israel.
“We are trying to work
with moderates and bring
change to Palestinian society,”
he said.
Meridor was critical of the
election of a Hamas-led government in January 2006, calling it the selection of a terrorist organization that does
not recognize Israel’s right to

exist.
“We thought there was a
movement toward the center,
but Palestine moved back,”
he said.
He said the conflict is not
just between Israelis and
Palestinians, but involves a
wider network of terrorist organizations. He said
Iran contributes to the violence between Israel and its
Arab neighbors as it backs
the Islamist organizations
Hezbollah and Hamas. But he
said the Iranian threat is not
insurmountable.
“Iran is blocking efforts
toward peace in the region,”
Meridor said. “I think (Iran)
can be stopped.”
In November, Meridor was
appointed Israel’s ambassador to the United States.
He is Israel’s first ambassador to come from a West
Bank settlement. Meridor
previously served as chairman of the Jewish Agency for
Israel and the World Zionist
Organization.
Meridor has also worked
as Minster of Defense and
Minster of Foreign Affairs of
See ISRAEL, p.15

www.CondosOnCampus.com
Invest In More Than Education

Hi, I’m David Ochs. I’m a realtor licensed in MD & DC. I grew up in Bethesda and
graduated from GW. CondosOnCampus.com is designed to assist parents and students
with the investment of a condominium on or near the GW campus. Don’t regret
wasting more than $50,000 on four years of rent that can be applied towards
condominium ownership. If you are interested in selling your condo unit, I would love
to help. By advertising to many out-of-state homeowners with the motive to buy a condo
on campus, I am conﬁdent I can sell your condo quickly and for the maximum price.

Call me today!

Advantages For Sellers:
•Out of state, motivated buyers
•Larger pool of buyers for
maximum exposure

Advantages For Buyers:
•Long and Foster will manage the
property if your child chooses to live
in a dorm
•Perfect for students who attend grad
school or stay in D.C. after graduation
•Owning and living in D.C. property exempts
students from living in the dorms

David Ochs

Direct 301-706-8530
4733 Bethesda Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814
Oﬃce 240-497-1700
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www.CondosOnCampus.com

The GW Hatchet

10 | Monday, April 23, 2007

News

Holden Caulﬁeld, art and indecision

DEPARTING EDITOR

by Jeffrey Parker
Arts Editor
If you really want to hear
about it, the first thing you’ll
probably want to know is where
I was born, and what my lousy
childhood was like, and how my
parents were occupied and all
before they had me, and all that
David Copperfield kind of crap,
but I don’t feel like going into it,
if you want to know the truth.
– J.D. Salinger
And so, at 22-years old, I
begin with the opening lines
of a novel most people grow
out of at 15. Screw you college, I didn’t grow up. Wait,
that might not be a good thing
... but I digress. To the matter at hand: 30 inches, really?
Then I guess I’d like to begin
(or re-begin) by apologizing
for whatever it is I’m about to
put you through, in spite of
the fact that I’m not entirely
sure what that is at the moment. Unbridled solipsism in
five, four, three, two, one....
I’ll begin with the thanks
so I can end with something
terribly meaningful and pithy.
Or not. Thanks to Michael
Barnett for dragging me to
The Hatchet townhouse one
day after Kafka class and getting me started here. Thanks
to Sacha Evans for editing
the ramblings of a freshman
who had pretty transparently
started at The Hatchet because he thought he might be
able to get a copy of the new
Strokes record – I promise
my motivations became more
pure, eventually. Thanks to
Maura Judkis for guiding me
calmly through the transition
from writer to editor over the
course of a series of frantic
phone calls, all of which began, “I’m sorry to call again,
Maura, but I’m in way over
my head.” Thanks to Caitlin
Carroll for having faith in
me, giving me a column last
year despite my warning that
I didn’t really, you know, do
much that would interest any-

one during my year abroad,
and for making me arts editor
this year despite my warning that, you know, I had no
experience. Thanks to Erin
Shea, Natalie Kates and Allie
Hagan for staying in production for far too long because
I was cutting down my 5-1020s that were always too long.
Thanks to Caitlin DeMerlis and Brendan Polmer for
making my job much easier.
Thanks to the professors who
have indulged me in class as I
tried to explain how the Velvet Underground really does
have something to do with
The Closing of the American
Mind or how Pavement lyrics
speak to identity politics in
Ireland. Finally, thanks to my
friends and family who have
made the last four years fantastic. I think the point is that
everyone has been far more

wanted to do, people would
tell me that I shouldn’t know
yet, that that’s what college
was for. When I was a sophomore and I didn’t know what
I wanted to do, it was sort
of cute. Once I became a junior, though, people started
to look at me funny – they
started joking about me being homeless, and giving me
well-meaning speeches about
being a boat without a rudder
in a vast ocean of possibility
blah blah blah blah blah. And
now I’m a senior, a few weeks
shy of graduation, and I’m
not entirely sure what I’ll be
doing this time next year (at
the moment my thesis doesn’t
give me much time to think of
how I’ll feed myself in the immediate future), and people
have started treating me like
some sort of tragic case. And
maybe I am one.
Now’s the part where
I’m supposed to say something that’s True or Beautiful or Wise, right? That
This, then, is what I should probably won’t happen.
That probably won’t hapbe thankful for at the end pen because I am a college senior, yes, but also
because I am a person who
of these four years: an
consumes too much art. I
read too many books about
outlet to obsess over the
overanalysis (damn you,
Dave Eggers) and I watch
pop culture ephemera and too many films about something confusion (I now unrock and roll minutiae that derstand why most of my
family, the gainfully employed part of my family,
consumes me.
hasn’t been able to laugh
at Reality Bites the way I
have). Mostly, though, like
Rob Fleming (God I wish
patient with me than maybe I had a more complex literI deserve, and I’m thankful. ary analogue), I blame pop
If I’ve left anyone out, blame records. It’s the music that
brings home the lesson the
my ineptitude, not my heart.
When people ask me what loudest, because there are
I’ll be doing next year, I ei- songs I find it hard to listen to
ther tell them that that’s an because of what they mean to
excellent question or that I me. “Certain songs they get
haven’t made any definite so scratched in to our souls,”
plans beyond poverty. They quoth Craig Finn.
laugh, but not like they used
This, I think, is the thick
to. When I was a freshman black line that one can’t unand I didn’t know what I cross, the point of separation

Erin Shea/photo editor

Jeffery Parker, a senior, is The hatchet’s arts editor. He began writing for the arts section as a
freshman in 2003.
between the normal and, well,
me. While it’s one thing to let
art affect life, it’s quite another to let life affect art, and at
this point life intensifies art
for me in the same way that
art is meant to intensify life. I
can coolly analyze it, sure, and
I do sometimes, but there’s
something visceral there, too,
something that tightens my
chest and won’t let go.
I used to joke that my living across the street from a
record store was tantamount
to a junkie living across the
street from a crackhouse, and
I’m starting to realize that
there’s probably some truth
to that, because music can be
like a drug, and a versatile one
at that – it’s an upper, it’s a
downer, it’s a constant source
of self-medication. There’s no

self-destructive dependency
to it, but I probably need music in my own way.
And I don’t suspect I’d
have it any different. I write
about music every week for
The Hatchet, and when I’m not
doing that, I’m busy working
on my thesis on indie rock.
This, then, is what I should really be thankful for at the end
of these four years: an outlet
to obsess over the pop culture
ephemera and rock and roll
minutiae that consumes me.
Now, I’ve certainly had issues
with GW – too many students
don’t care, and God help us if
certain of the Brooks Brothers pseudointelligentsia here
who aspire to the corridors of
power achieve their dreams.
In the end, though, slackers and sycophants can only

bother me if I let them, and
besides, they populate the
world outside Foggy Bottom,
too, so I probably ought to get
used to them. I had amazing
professors, got to spend the
best year of my life abroad,
found an incredible group of
friends, carved out my own
niche and received absurd
amounts of free concert tickets and CDs just for thinking
and writing about music.
It’s easy to complain, but
in the end, I’ve been lucky
enough to do pretty much
exactly what I want, right
down to subjecting an entire
campus to 30 column inches
of my neuroses. I’ll figure everything else out eventually,
but that seems like enough
for now. n
– 30 –
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Holy guacamole! It’s over!

DEPARTING EDITOR

by Erin Shea
Photo Editor

Every year, all the graduating seniors in the editorial
office get 30 inches to write
whatever they want. Usually,
this includes tidbits of wisdom and nostalgia-evoking
stories about the first time
that person walked into The
Hatchet office. My 30 piece is
going to be all this and more
... so prepare yourself for 6,300
characters of jibber-jabbering
claptrap. Enjoy.
Working at The Hatchet has
sometimes made me feel like
I have a secret identity. Sure,
Clark Kent may get to disappear into a telephone booth
and reemerge in tight spandex and a sweet red cape,
but I get to don a totally
awkward-looking
camera
backpack, stuff a reporter ’s
notebook in my pocket and
tuck a sparkly pen behind
my ear.
My roommates are probably the only ones who truly
understand how many hours
I spend at that precious little
townhouse at 2140 G St. In
fact, I am convinced that if I
am one day kidnapped and
sold into slavery, the ladies I
live with will just assume I’m
still at The Hatchet.
I started working for the
paper in 2003 as an overzealous freshman. I literally do
not think I turned down one
assignment, which unfortunately says more about my
ﬂoundering social life that year
rather than my work ethic. I often elicit skeptical looks when I
tell our photographers that we
used to use ﬁlm in the photo
department, which has since
gone completely digital. Yes,
that’s right, boys – I would develop in the (gasp!) darkroom.
We would scan negatives. We
couldn’t use the Facebook to
search for caption information
when we forgot to get names
of people in our photos. We

would walk eight miles in the
snow to Watergate to get our
color ﬁlm developed. Oh, the
days of yore.
But seriously, I can honestly say that working at The
Hatchet has been my favorite
part about attending GW. I
feel like I know so much more
about the SA, the administration and Square 54 than the average GW student – and that’s
just through osmosis. I’ve had
the opportunity to photograph
the President of the United
States and Kevin Federline.
I’ve driven a pick-up truck to
Philadelphia to photograph
women’s basketball. I’ve had
the celestial pleasure of going
on three different retreats to
Ocean City, Md., and if you’ve

But seriously, I can honestly
say that working at The
Hatchet has been my
favorite part about
attending GW ... I’ve had
the opportunity to photograph the President of the
United States and Kevin
Federline.
ever been to that lovely locale
before, I think you know what
I’m talking about. These opportunities are all in a day’s
work, my friend.
I think what I will miss most
about working at The Hatchet
is the colleagues with which
I have been forced to interact
with all day long on Sundays
and Wednesdays. My fellow
Hatcheteers have made me
think critically about this institution we attend rather than

just going along for the ride.
They’ve taught me how to get
along with all kinds of personalities. More importantly,
they’ve forced me to compare
Charlie Chang’s take-out with
Hunan Peking’s.
Now that Commencement
is only a stone’s throw away
and I still don’t have a job, I’ve
started feeling nostalgic for my
time here at 2140 G St. I know
that this is probably the most
politically incorrect workplace
on the face of the planet. I lament the fact that next year I’ll
probably have to wear pointytoed shoes and a suit jacket
to work rather than the same
stained jeans and T-shirt I had
been wearing the night before.
I’ve had spontaneous dance
parties at The Hatchet (Mogavero), shot-gunned beers
at places I shouldn’t have
(Brendan and Sam ... sorry
Howie), and met my Facebook husband there (you’re
still my longest relationship to date, Kyle). Not to
mention the great naps I’ve
taken on that nasty couch.
Somehow I don’t think these
kinds of shenanigans will
be happening at my future
place of employment.
To my photog boys: I
probably won’t go down
in history as a great photo
editor, but you have to admit next year is going to be
a hell of a lot more boring
without me. D.J. Jazzy Ben:
Remember when I hated
you? Now I can’t get enough
of your show tunes. Nickalicious: That story of finding
a strange drunk blonde chick
passed out in your bed will be
forever engrained in my mind.
Don’t shave your beard or
your face will get cold. Alex:
Please don’t ever change your
cell phone song. We don’t
need no education. Ryder: You
are always full of surprises.
It was great seeing you at Senior Night. You four are going to make a great team next
year. And remember, photos

Alex Ellis/Hatchet staff photographer

Erin Shea, a senior, has been The Hatchet’s photo editor this year. She began at The Hatchet as
a photographer in 2003.
don’t fill space, but make sure
they’re as big as possible anyway. Fighting with production
is fun!
For future staffers, I have
some words of wisdom for
you. When you can’t find
any pens in the office, check
between the couch cushions.
Sure, you’ll be disgusted by
what you find, but I swear
there’s more writing utensils
in there than in Ceasar ’s desk
drawer.
To my family (my real one
and my GW one), thank you
for always being in my corner
of the ring. Emily: I will be the
one in the audience laughing
obnoxiously when you’re a
big-time comedian. You can
be sure of that. Jessie: When

you’re poor and in medical
school, I’ll buy you drinks. I
expect you to repay me when
you’re a successful doctor and
I’m living in my parents’ basement. Whitney: I will be first
in line at the grand opening
of your coffee shop/music
venue/record store. Please
make sure the bouncer lets me
in. Tara: Always my partner in
crime, I think you know we’ve
only hit the tip of the iceberg
of the adventures we’ve got
left in us. Kristin: When I am
eating popcorn and watching
your pretty face on the silver
screen, I am going to yell very
loudly in the movie theater
that you’re my friend. People
will have to shush me. Alex:
When is my friendship brace-

The Hatchet on your iPod?

let going to be finished? You’re
holding out on me! Thank you
for making decisions for me
because I can’t do it myself. To
all my other homies: thanks
for making my four years here
so enjoyable – I hope I’ve done
a little of that for you, too.
And most importantly, Mom,
Dad, Brian and Dan: I know
you’ve always got my back
and I hope you know I’ve always got yours. Much love to
you always.
So now that all the photos are
picked out, cropped, sized, saved,
toned and captioned, it comes
time for me to steal a phrase from
one of the celebrity blogs to which
I am sorely addicted.
Peace the spork out. n
– 30 –

Listen to the new GW Hatchet podcasts at www.GWHATCHET.com and on iTunes
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“I
think
(President
Trachtenberg) stated it best:
people are thinking that this is
black and white, but it is not,”
from p. 1
she said.
Nott ﬁled the lawsuit
When a student shows
against GW because he said signs of being dangerous to
University Counseling Cen- himself or others, Schario said
ter and GW Hospital ofﬁcials it is incumbent on the Univershared his personal medical in- sity to protect its campus.
formation with administrators.
“You do have to look at
While in the hospital, Nott the bigger issues, particularly
received various letters from when the student is living in
administrators informing him a residence hall,” Schario said.
that he was in
“Acts have an
violation of the
effect not only
University’s
on them but
endangering
other members
behavior poliof the commucy.
nity.”
“The University got
He said the
B o t h
hammered when we Schario and
personal information, which
a c h t e n b e rg
took action ... But we Tr
he alleged was
defended the
unlawfully
niversity’s
stand by our decision” U
disclosed
to
actions in the
administraNott lawsuit.
tors, led to his
“The UniTRACY SCHARIO
versity
got
barring
from
DIRECTOR OF MEDIA
hammered
campus
and
RELATIONS
when we took
eviction from
action ... But
University
we stand by
housing. In his
our decision,”
lawsuit in D.C.
Schario said.
Superior Court,
Nott alleged that GW policies “It was in the best interest of
are discriminatory towards stu- the students and those around
dents who seek mental aide.
him.”
Nott has since ﬁnished his
According to news reports,
undergraduate work at the a Virginia court ordered that
University of Maryland. Nott Cho Seung-Hui undergo a
and GW settled the lawsuit in mental evaluation after two
November 2006 for an undis- women in December 2005 acclosed sum.
cused the student of sending
Director of Media Relations them excessive instant mesTracy Schario said the issue is a sages. The court labeled Cho
as being dangerous to himself
complex one.

and others. Cho was required
to take a temporary detention
and was given outpatient care.
Even
before
Nott’s
$100,000-plus lawsuit was ﬁled
in 2006, GW was reviewing
and rewriting its policy for removing students, Schario said.
The new program, which she
said will likely be instituted in
the fall, adds more administrative oversight to the medical
mental health withdrawal procedure.
“The goal is always, always
to work with the students and
the family, if involved, to determine the best course of
treatment for that incident,”
Schario said. “Sometimes, that
is to take a leave of absence.”
Schario said she could not
comment on the details of the
revised policy.
Trachtenberg
described
the new program as one being more personable and being
conducted in a “more therapeutic environment.”
Both Trachtenberg and
Schario declined to comment
on Virginia Tech’s handling of
Cho’s mental health status or
how the university responded
to various court orders.
“What it comes down to is
that you’ve got to do the right
thing and live with your decision,” Trachtenberg said. “In
this world, many of us make
a decision without having total data. You have to come to
a judgment doing the best you
can with the information available to you at the time.” n
–David Ceasar contributed to
this report.

D.C. one step closer to Congressional rep. after House vote
The U.S. House of
Representatives passed the D.C.
Voting Rights Bill 241 to 177
Thursday, the first time in three
decades that the House agreed
to a voting representative for
Washington.
Both chambers of Congress
passed a D.C. Voting Rights
amendment in 1978, but it was
not ratified by enough states.
D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty
released a statement Thursday
praising the bill’s passage and
encouraging the Senate to
quickly approve the legislation.
“This is a great and historic day for the residents of the
District of Columbia. I applaud
the House of Representatives for

passing the D.C. Voting Rights
Act today,” Fenty said. “I look
forward to the continued success of the D.C. Voting Rights
Act and urge the Senate to take
up this important legislation
immediately.”
The bill would add two
representatives to the House,
increasing the number of members to 437. Both the largelydemocratic District and the
republican-leaning Utah would
gain an extra seat if the bill passes. Funding for the two extra
seats is created in another bill
passed Thursday, which would
increase the income tax for taxpayers making more than $5
million by .01 percent.
David Lehrman, a Foggy

Bottom resident and commissioner on the Foggy
Bottom/West End Advisory
Neighborhood Commission,
said the milestone was a positive development but he is skeptical of success in the end.
“I’m happy to see (the bill)
developing, but I’m also realistic
about the last 200 years of history,” Lehrman said.
The bill could become
bogged down in the Senate
because it does not have enough
support to avoid a filibuster,
The Washington Post reported.
President George W. Bush has
also announced he will veto
the voting rights bill if it comes
across his desk. n
–Kaitlyn Jahrling

News
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Will work for freebies

by Maura Judkis
Special Projects Editor
Get a job like this one, and
hang on to it as long as you can.
I worked as both the arts and
special projects editor, for the
same meager pay that the rest
of the Hatchet staff received, but
with one major perk - swag. Most
of my weekends out have been
subsidized by tickets from press
screenings; CDs and bestsellers
on my shelves have “promotional
advance copy” stamped on their
covers. Yes, life is sweet when
you write arts and entertainment,
as you skip lines to get into soldout concerts, see movies weeks
before they come out and meet
the occasional visiting celebrity
to chat. I have those traditional
graduation fears of course – How
will I pay my bills? Where will
I live? But also: How will I survive without publicists adding
me to press lists? Four years of
free entertainment has flown by
quickly. I’ve gotta find another
gig like this one, and soon.
So, in lieu of advice (which,
if I were to offer, it would be to
find something you love to do as
much as I loved writing about the
arts, and stick with it), I’ll give
you something that I’ve done
much better in the Scene and
the Insider anyway – entertainment. I’ve written a lot of stories
throughout the years, but what
appeared on the pages of the
paper was not nearly the half of
it. Reporters all have war stories,
but mine have tended to be more
glamorous than most, involving
making a fool of myself in front
of celebrities, usually.
For example, last year’s Mark
Twain Awards at the Kennedy
Center was my first time covering
a genuine red carpet event. I put
on some heels and a red dress,
arranged my hair in a chignon,
and headed down the Hall of
States in search of the press table,
which was nowhere to be found.
Concierge told me it was in the
Hall of Nations, which, for this
event, was the red carpet, where
limos were lined up to deposit
their celebrity contents. I headed
towards the paparazzi and commotion, where I was stopped by
a burly security guard. “You can’t
come through here,” he said. “I’m
looking for the press check-in,” I
said. And then he made a colossal
mistake. He waved me through
to walk down the red carpet. In
front of me, Claire Danes got
out of a limo, and having no
other place to go, I followed.
Larry David was in front of her.
Diane Keaton is super pretty in
person. Flashbulbs went off all
around, but not for long – a man
with a walkie-talkie noticed the
imposter, and cut off my red carpet stroll halfway down, with a
terse “I don’t think you belong
here,” leading me directly to the
unglamorous press table. The
next day, I looked at photos of
Danes at the event to see if I was
in the background of any of them.
I might have seen my elbow.
Soon after, Jon Stewart arrived
on campus for Colonials Weekend,
and I clutched my press pass and
headed to the racquetball court
in the Smith Center where the
Daily Show funnyman would
be answering questions from
student press. I don’t remember
what I asked him. I do, however,
remember lining up with other
student press to have our photos
taken with him after the session.
When it was my turn, we stood
side-by-side and he awkwardly
put his arm around me. “This is
like, the best prom ever!” said Jon
Stewart. I cracked up. The camera
clicked. This is how the greatest
Facebook photo in the history of
Facebook photos came to be.
And then, there was the story

Erin Shea/photo editor

Senior Maura Judkis is The Hatchet’s special projects editor.
Last year she edited the arts section.
of what should have been my best
celebrity conquest – meeting my
favorite author, humorist David
Sedaris. He rarely tours the U.S.,
but in 2005 he ended up in GW’s
own Lisner Auditorium. This
is what was supposed to happen: I would arrive at Lisner and
charm Sedaris with my wit and

Reporters all have
war stories, but mine
have tended to be
more glamorous
than most,
involving making a
fool of myself in front
of celebrities, usually.
sarcasm during the interview, he
would ask to see my writing and
decide he wanted to make me his
protégé, and fame and fortune
would ensue. What happened
instead was that, the morning of
his show, I was hit by a car that
jumped the light at Pennsylvania
Avenue. Instead of chatting with
Sedaris about his craft, I waited
on a cold metal table for X-rays of
my hips and tailbone, the latter of
which turned out to be fractured.
Fortunately, my neighbor was
gracious enough to take my copy
of one of his books to be signed,
as a consolation while I lay in bed
under the influence of massive
doses of Percocet. She handed
him the book, told him about me
and what had happened that day,
and when she handed it back to
me I flipped to the title page. It
read, in his facetious, scrawling
handwriting, “Dear Maura, I was
the driver. –David Sedaris.”
But if this were the Academy
Awards, they would be cuing the
orchestra music by now, so it’s
time for some thank you’s before
they usher me off the stage.
Sarah Brown, despite dozens of
roadblocks, the Insider is a beauty
because of you. Thanks also to
Caitlin, Erin, Howie and everyone
else who had a hand in getting the
magazine off the ground.

Thanks to Michael Barnett for
sending me to the Scientology
Center to learn about L. Ron
Hubbard, and to Sacha Evans for
turning over the arts section, as
well as a desk plastered with cat
pictures, to me.
Jeffrey Parker – When you’re
writing for Rolling Stone, can I
still be your plus one at concerts?
When you and Jeff Tweedy are
on a first-name basis, will you
introduce me to him? Brendan
Polmer – Your nanner pancakes
are delectable, and even more
so at 4 a.m. I have no doubt that
you’ll do great things for the arts
section next year.
Josh Stager – You’re delightfully catty, which is why we
get along so well. My favorite
memories of college certainly
will include deliriously printing
out faux headlines at 2 a.m. on
Tuesday nights to plaster to the
production walls – particularly,
“Shit hits the Fanning,” referring
to child star/robot Dakota, of
course. Thanks for the gratuitous
Kirstie Alley jokes, and your constant support. Long live the everappropriate Left Eye casa.
Erin Dumbacher and the Girls
of 619 – It was a privilege to live
with you. Thanks for being my
interview subjects (Erin), models
(girls), for the Project Runway
viewings and for throwing the
best theme parties that ever were.
Mom and Dad, Annie and
Will – You’ve put up with a lot of
teary phone calls over the years.
Thanks for listening (Dad), for the
occasional dose of reality (Mom),
and for reminding me not to work
too hard (Will and Annie). Did
you ever think that the little tree
story would turn into this?
I have no words of graduate
wisdom to offer – hell, I’m trying to find them for myself. But
people like to read advice in these
30 inches of text by the departing
Hatcheteers, so that’s what I’ll
leave you with. Not my own, of
course, since we’re all faking that
old-wise-graduate thing anyway.
Instead, here’s Dorothy Parker on
our collective chosen career: “I’d
like to have money. And I’d like
to be a good writer. These two can
come together, and I hope they
will, but if that’s too adorable, I’d
rather have money.” n
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Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
gwhatchet.com/classifieds

160 - ORGANIZATIONS

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

THE BLACK STUDENT UNION Presents: “Show Us What You Got”. A Talent
Showcase! Weíre bringing the arts to
you! On the night of May 6th, members
of the GW community will showcase their
respective talents in 1 of 3 categories:
Dance, Skits, & Vocal Performances.
Sunday, May 6th. 6pm-9pm. Betts Theatre at the Marvin Center. Tickets Go on
Sale April 4th! $5 before $7 at the Door.
Want to show off your talent? Email Us at
bsu@gwu.edu, to enter or signup at the
April 17th General Body Meeting.

SUMMER SUBLET
Roommate wanted. summer apt. on
campus, great location. large bdrm.
rent 1000/mo. contact cummings.
brett@gmail.com. 636-527-3201

610 - CHILD CARE

615 - FULL TIME

675 - SUMMER JOBS

BABYSITTING IN BETHESDA. FLEXIBLE
HOURS. OTHER HOUSEHOLD DUTIES.
PLEASE CALL 301-365-3016 BETWEEN
9:00A. M. AND 9:00 P. M. OR EMAIL:
ROBINSONCOMMUNICATE@MAC.
COM.

BAILEY’S PUB AND GRILLE in Crystal
City- Now hiring all positions! Seeking fun,
energetic people. Flexible hours. Apply
2010-A Crystal Dr, Arlington. Call (703)
416-0452 for more information.

SEEKING FT NANNY Looking for fulltime loving, responsible mother’s helper/
nanny for Tenleytown family with 2 yr. old
and newborn. Must have excellent references. Pls. email tknfamily@yahoo.com

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

GREAT PAYING SUMMER OFFICE
JOB
Small Financial Firm near Bethesda
Metro. Customer Relations/Research
position for detail-oriented student with
excellent writing and problem-solving
skills. No experience necessary. $15/
hour. Fax Resume 301-652-4072.

615 - FULL TIME

245 - RENT DC

K STRRET LOBBYING FIRM seeks
summer intern. $3000 stipend. Send
resume, cover letter, writing sample
alexcox@chgassociates.com 202-9692090

499 - GENERAL
APTS FOR RENT Modern 2-story Apt w/
wall-to-wall carpet, central air, dishwasher. Washer & dryer inside the unit. Large
enough for 3 people. Short walking distance to campus. $2650 per month starting June 1, 2007 until May 31st, 2008.
Call Ron for preview 202-251-7500 or
ronroudi@ﬁrstnationwidemgmt.com

GRADUATING? NO JOB?
Careerstone Group can help. We
specialize in launching young careers.
Let our expert career coaches get you
started immediately. Action plans,
interview skills, job search secrets,
and more. Donít leave your future to
chance. Contact us today @ www.
careerstonegroup.com. 202-595-1328.

CLARIDGE HOUSE: 1BED/1BATH. INDOOR RESERVED PARKING. 25 & K.
24-HOUR SECURITY, POOL, FITNESS.
MODERN. SPONGED WALLS. HARDWOODS, TILING, 9TH FLOOR VIEW.
SPACIOUS FOR 2. AVAILABLE JUNE
OR AUGUST FOR 1 YEAR. ONLY CALL
BETWEEN 10-6. JMARBER@YAHOO.
COM, 404-872-7121.

STORAGE
Summer Storage Available. R Street
Self Storage is your summer storage
solution ! 175 R Street NE Metro via
NY Ave red line Clean, convenient,
climate controlloed and cheap! Call
today for special student rates 202 529STOR (7867)

255 - SALE DC
DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM
Throwing money away? Own for less
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in
total monthly payment). Open house every Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location!
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious layout, stainless steel appliances,
plenty of closet space in a newly renovated, pet friendly building. Please contact Julie to visit at 202-365-3506. 1260
21st St, NW, #107.

515 - GENERAL
EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive brand
new cars with ads placed on them. www.
AdDriveTeam.com.

FULL-TIME/PART-TIME K Street Dental
ofﬁce is looking for a skilled person(s) to
work at our front desk. Email resume to
kenneth.ingber@verizon.net. Visit www.
ingberdental.com.

REHABCARE - PT/OT NEW
GRADS +!

REHABCARE is a leading provider of
rehabilitation
program
management
services in more than 1,400 hospitals,
nursing homes and other long-term care
facilities throughout the United States.
We currently have openings in the DC
Metro area offering up premium pay, up
to $10,000 in tuition forgiveness and a
chance to work with a diverse and experienced team! For additional info contact
Josh McMikle, jamcmikle@rehabcare.
com or 800.677.1202 ext 2171. Visit our
website at www.rehabcare.com.
PARALEGAL JOBS (DC)! LegalSource,
Washington DCís premiere legal stafﬁng
agency, seeks recent graduates for temporary and temp-to-hire legal assistant
positions with DCís largest and most prestigious law ﬁrms. Responsibilities range
from data entry and ﬁle management to
document review and trial preparation.
Bachelorís degree, good grades, good
computer skills required? previous paralegal experience is not. Send resume, cover
letter to jobs@legalsource.com. To ﬁnd
out more, visit www.legalsource.com.
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We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

SERVERS & HOSTS
Cafe Deluxe is looking for upbeat,
hardworking servers & hosts. Competitive $, Flexible schedules, affordable
beneﬁts. Apply in person: 3228 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington DC. www.
cafedeluxe.com

665 - PART TIME

BIKE TOURS & RENTALS
FT/PT

STAFF NEEDED FOR SPRING
EVENTS!
We are currently seeking:
BARTENDERS / SERVERS
COOKS & CHEFS
Apply in person
at
1432 Duke Street Alexandria, Virginia
22314
Between the hours of 10am-6pm
Monday thru Saturday
Or
Email: jobs@penguinstaff.com

Looking for outgoing, enthusiastic individuals for full and part-time positions for
tour guides, customer service reps and
mechanics. Send resume or application
to jobs@bikethesites.com or fax to 202842-2441. Applications at: http://www.bikethesites.com/jobs.htm
EZ PART TIME SUMMER CHILDCARE
Afternoons. 8 yo boy. Capitol Hill location.
Must have car. Male/Female. $15.00/hr.
Lynn 202-669-1338 or lkcoffman@verizon.
net.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT SOHO Tea
and Coffee. Full-time and part-time. Must
be able to do weekends and graveyard
shifts. Call 202-463-7646.
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SERVERS AND HOSTS NEEDED Elephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown,
blocks from the White House and minutes from the Capitol, we have become
a favorite hang out for area professionals. High volume, huge patio & fun atmosphere make it a great place to work.
Currently we are seeking SERVERS &
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20004 Tel: 202-3477707 1 block from Metro Center
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.
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Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring
Online
Classroom

Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FRE
E.

Play Super Sudoku and
win prizes at:

The Sudoku Source of
“The GW Hatchet”.
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Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

M. BASKETBALL

NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of goals junior Kristin Karsch has
scored this season, the most by any player on
the lacrosse team.

Oklahoma
recruit to
join GW
by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

Xavier Alexander, a 6-foot-7 recruit from Oklahoma City is not tempering expectations for his
arrival in Foggy Bottom by calling himself “a sure
winner” who will do “whatever it takes to get the
job done” for GW’s men’s basketball team.
The 6A Conference Player of the Year in Oklahoma is part of a new class that shows the expanding national recruiting prowess that head coach
Karl Hobbs has achieved in Foggy Bottom. Alexander is one piece of a class that is expected to bring
in New York City guard Miles Beatty and New Jersey power forward Jabari Edwards.
Alexander was just a 5-foot-11 freshman when
he started playing for coach Rodney Dindy at Midwest City High School. Now eight inches taller (and
still growing, Dindy said), Alexander averaged 23
points and 10 rebounds in leading the Bombers to
the state championship.
“Winning the championship was kind of a relief,” Alexander said in a phone interview. “I accomplished all I could in high school, so now it’s
time to take it up a notch.”
The championship concluded Alexander’s ﬁrst
injury-free season, Dindy said, after battling knee
and hand injuries during his ﬁrst three years. Being fully healthy for the ﬁrst time allowed him to
showcase what he can do, making Hobbs look prophetic for securing a verbal commitment before last
season. Hobbs declined comment on next year’s recruiting class but said he has two letters of intent.
During GW’s annual preseason open practice, Hobbs alluded to Alexander and touted him
as the type of player GW could not have signed a
few years ago, when the Colonials were limited to
recruiting players from mostly the East Coast and
overseas.
Alexander became interested in GW after receiving a letter from the school a few years ago, he
said. His interest peaked after watching the team’s
recent success, but the Colonials received a reputation boost from an unlikely source: Xavier’s brother
De’Angelo, who played for Charlotte and scored 32
points against GW in 2006.
“He was a big inﬂuence on me going to GW,”
Xavier said. “Being my brother, he knows how I
play and told me that GW would ﬁt my style of
play perfectly.”
“I like how they run and push, and how open
their offense is,” he added. “I like how they use
their big guards.”
GW’s style will be familiar to Alexander, whose
high school team has a reputation for running at
every opportunity in order to put pressure on and
wear out opponents.
“He should ﬁt right in (at GW),” Dindy said.
While De’Angelo led the A-10 in three-pointers
in 2005-2006, Dindy said Xavier will have to work
on extending his range during his time at GW. Alexander said he models his game after Dallas Mavericks forward Josh Howard and is described by
Dindy and himself as an athletic, all-around player
who can play at least three positions.
GW is expected to have two similar, more experienced swingmen next year in rising junior Cheyenne Moore and rising sophomore Wynton Witherspoon, but Alexander, who said the GW players he
has met “remind me of myself,” will likely receive
playing time from the beginning. Regardless, he
is looking forward to being pushed by Hobbs, he
said.
“High school got kind of boring,” Alexander
said. “It’s going to be a real challenge next year, like
starting all over. I think I’m ready.” n

VARSITYROUNDUP
Softball

GW’s softball team split games with Dayton
Saturday afternoon in Ohio. The Colonials took
the ﬁrst game 5-3 and lost the second 6-4. Sophomore Tori Sensi had
three RBI in the ﬁrst game while junior Jackie Yaniga added the same
number in game two for the Colonials (19-19,6-7 Atlantic 10).

Baseball

The Colonials completed a three-game
sweep of Saint Joseph’s at Elmwood Park’s Latshaw-McCarthy
Field in Norristown, Penn., over the
weekend. GW defeated the Hawks
by the scores of 12-5, 20-8 and 137 on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, respectively.
The Colonials (16-23-1, 8-7 Atlantic 10) recorded 55 hits over the three games.

W. Tennis
The eighth-seeded Colonials ﬁnished ninth
at the Atlantic 10 Championship in
Philadelphia. GW lost to ninth-seeded Rhode Island 4-3 before beating
No. 11 seed Fordham 4-1. Senior
Rachael Honig and junior Tracy
Stecko earned straight-set wins over the Rams.

W. Water Polo
The Colonials ended its season with two
losses at the CWPA Southern Division Championship in College Park,
Md., April 21. GW lost 11-2 to No.
16 Princeton University and 11-3 to
Bucknell University. The Colonials
ﬁnished the year at 6-21, 0-8 CWPA.

Golf
The GW golf team ﬁnished eighth in a ﬁeld of
17 at the Mount St. Mary’s Spring Invitational in
Littlestown, Penn. Sophomore Lewis Sturdy shot a 10-over-par 226 on
the par-72, 7,027-yard Quail Valley
Golf Course to ﬁnish in 14th place.
Three of the squad’s top four players did not participate. The Colonials play in the
54-hole FirstEnergy Intercollegiate at Firestone
Country Club in Akron, Ohio, next weekend.

photos by Jon Malis/Hatchet photographer

(above) Georgetown doubled GW’s shots on
goals (28 to 14) during a 19-8 win over the
Colonials Friday afternoon at the Multi-Sport
Field at Georgetown.

(left) Junior Kristin Karcsh, pictured against
Georgetown, scored two goals and assisted
another Friday. She extended her scoring
streak to 14 games with two assists during
the Colonials’ 9-1 home win over Saint Joseph’s Sunday.

GW splits weekend outings
by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

Junior Kristin Karcsh was so sick
before the GW lacrosse team’s match
up with Saint Joseph’s Sunday that
she was unable to run a warm-up
lap. Sixty minutes later, Karcsh had
extended her point streak to 14 games
and GW was a 9-1 winner.
Last week’s Atlantic 10 Conference Co-Player of the Week tallied
two assists, but the Colonials (8-6, 4-1
A-10) had to rely on freshman Taylor
Donohue’s four-goal effort as well as
four points by junior Lindsay Melvin
to topple the lowly Hawks (6-7, 1-4
A-10) on a sunny afternoon at Mount
Vernon Athletic Complex.
“We needed a few people to
step up with some injuries and a few
people being sick, so we deﬁnitely
needed that,” head coach Chrissy
Lombard-Adair said. “It’s deﬁnitely
going to help us down the stretch.”
With six different players scoring in the game, Karcsh said that her
teammates are always there to pick
her up.
“It’s all about the team,” said
Karcsh, who became the sixth player
in GW history to score 100 career
points April 15. “It doesn’t matter
who scores as long as we win, and
today they came through and we
won.”
The Colonials took a 3-0 lead in
the ﬁrst 19 minutes, and goalie Caitlin Garman recorded 10 saves while
keeping Saint Joe’s off the scoreboard
for more than 56 minutes.
Lombard-Adair said that the
team’s focus coming into the game
was to control the tempo and keep
possession of the ball with temperatures in the 70s.

GW

9

Saint Joseph’s

1

slow her down.
“She’s been playing great,”
Lombard-Adair said. “For her to
be in there the whole time and still
mentally be there and come up with
things was deﬁnitely good. When
she’s 100 percent I’m excited to see
how it goes for her.”

No. 11 Georgetown 18, GW 7
GW dropped an 18-7 decision
Friday afternoon at Georgetown’s
Multi-Sport Field despite sophomore Katherine Sampson’s careerhigh-tying four goals. The Colonials
went up 2-1 before the Hoyas went
on a 10-3 run to close the ﬁrst half.
Despite the Hoyas’ lofty ranking, Lombard-Adair said that the
Colonials may have mistakenly
overlooked Georgetown since the
non-conference game did not count
toward a spot in the A-10 Championship.
“It was hard because we kind
Jon Malis/Hatchet photographer of went in beating ourselves,” LomSophomore Katherine Sampson had four goals against Georgetown bard-Adair said. “They’re deﬁnitely
a good team, and that was our ﬁrst
Friday afternoon and one goal against Saint Joseph’s Sunday.
game playing without some big
players of ours.”
“It’s so hot out that we were just
“We don’t want to have to deKarcsh said that she looks fortrying to slow the momentum down pend on anybody else to get us in
and make their defense work harder there, so we have to keep plugging ward to playing nationally-ranked
and give our defense a little bit of a forward and getting those wins that teams like Georgetown every year.
“We let things get away from us,
rest,” she said.
we need,” she said.
Tied with Richmond for second
Karcsh is largely responsible for but it was a good learning curve, and
place in the conference, Lombard- the Colonials’ success; she leads the there’s always next year,” she said.
The Colonials host Duquesne
Adair noted that every game is es- team with 34 goals and 15 assists.
sential in order to secure a spot in the Lombard-Adair said that the mid- and St. Bonaventure Friday and SunA-10 Championship beginning May ﬁelder’s illness during the Saint Joe’s day, respectively, in their ﬁnal games
game was the only thing that could of the regular season. n
4 at Temple.

W. BASKETBALL

Rutgers to headline ‘07-‘08 schedule
by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor
The GW women’s basketball
team will host Rutgers University
Nov. 18 at Smith Center, head coach
Joe McKeown said Friday afternoon. It will be the Scarlet Knights’
ﬁrst game since the airing of former
radio personality Don Imus’ controversial comments about them. The
Colonials are 8-25 against Rutgers
since 1981.
The Scarlet Knights last played
GW in December 2002. They were
members of the Atlantic 10 Conference until 1995 and made it to the ﬁnal of the NCAA tournament before

losing to Tennessee. It was during
footage of that game that Imus called
players “nappy-headed hos.”
The Lady Vols, a team that has
been on the Colonials’ schedule the
past four seasons, will not play GW
this season but McKeown said Pat
Summitt’s squad will return to Foggy
Bottom for the 2008-2009 season.
The Colonials have been in contact with other schools such as Duke
University, Louisiana State University
and Ohio State University, McKeown
said, but matchups against these
teams have not yet been added to the
schedule.
“We’re still working on getting the
entire schedule together,” McKeown

said. “Hopefully, by the end of May
we’ll have everything solidiﬁed.”
McKeown said that his squad
is slated to play at the University of
Virginia, Villanova University, James
Madison University and the University of Maryland-Baltimore County
and against the University of Nevada-Las Vegas in a tournament in
New Orleans.
Teams that will likely be traveling to Smith Center include Rutgers,
Loyola Marymount University, Pepperdine University and Texas A&M
University, whom the Colonials defeated in the second round of the
NCAA tournament to qualify for the
Sweet 16. McKeown also said that the

Department of Athletics is trying to
bring back a Colonials-hosted tournament, which last took place during
the 1995-1996 season and that Boston
College is one of the teams interested
in participating.
“We’re still committed to playing
the same kind of out-of-conference
schedule,” McKeown said in reference to the level of teams his squad
with face before A-10 conference play
begins in January.
The University of Maryland, another team that highlighted the Colonials’ 2006-2007 schedule, will not be
playing GW next season.
“They’re dodging us right now,”
McKeown joked. n
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CROW
from p. 1
global warming and tips on conserving resources. After Laurie
David’s introduction, recorded
segments on global warming
by politicians such as Sen. John
McCain (R-Ariz.) and comedian
Cedric the Entertainer alternated
with songs from Crow, McGraw,
King and Hill.
Laurie David said there are
four main things college students can do to participate in the
effort to fight global warming:
use more efficient light bulbs,
get universities to reduce carbon
output, lobby for federal efforts
to reduce carbon emissions and
join the virtual march against
global warming. The virtual
march is a Web site petition.
Larry David also performed
a short stand-up segment, and
Kennedy spoke about the political fight to get out the truth
about global warming.
Kennedy received loud
applause during his speech, in
which he described nature as
the closest spiritual connection
humans have to God.
“(Global warming) is not
just a material Armageddon
about the future of the planet
and our survival system, but
it’s a spiritual Armageddon
as well,” Kennedy said. “It’s a
spiritual battle against the evil
forces.”
Organizers estimated about
45 students volunteered to work
at and plan the event. Katie
Santo, an assistant production

VERNON
from p. 3
high-turnout events on Mount
Vernon this year included various Greek-letter activities,
yoga and Stress Free Zone, a
week of free food, music and
other events, Snyder said.
While Mount Vernon has

ISRAEL
from p. 9
the State of Israel. In 1991, he participated in the negotiations at the
Madrid Peace Conference, a mostly symbolic start of a peace process between Israel and its Arab
neighbors.
Representatives from student

Erin Shea/photo editor

Singer Carole King performs “I Feel the Earth Move” Sunday afternoon
at the Smith Center during the Stop Global Warming College Tour.
coordinator for the event, said
it was especially hectic because
there was not much time to plan.
Despite the pressure, Santo said
she enjoyed the experience.
“It can be stressful at times
but, when you think about it, it’s
such a cool event to be putting
on. Global warming is such a
big deal right now,” Santo said.
“It’s great to not only be a host
university but to be the finale.”
Santo also said she enjoyed
working with all of the celebrity
performers, who she described
as very nice and down-to-earth.
“I got to meet Carole King
because I knew some good food
places in the area,” Santo said.
“You know what she said? ‘I
think I’m going to go to that
gourmet market,’ in Ivory
Tower. She just went there!”
Maggie Desmond, student
organizer for the event and

president of Green GW, introduced Crow and Laurie David
before the concert with fellow organizer Jay Kaplan, the
Program Board president-elect
and a junior.
“We are the future generation of leaders, so if we don’t
change our habits now we’re
never going to,” Desmond, a
junior, said. “I think this is really
when we really figure out how
we’re going to live our lives.”
Desmond said she doesn’t
think the event was momentous
but was an example of necessary progress.
“I don’t think it’s a turning
point, but I think it’s right on
track with what we need to do,”
she said. “I think (the tour) gives
us as students who are really
passionate about the environment a voice that we definitely
would not normally have.” n

continued to increase its presence in the GW community,
some Foggy Bottom students
are still not willing to make
the bus ride out to Mount Vernon.
“I really like how the Vern
has a campus feel, but I don’t
like its disconnectedness from
Foggy Bottom,” junior Kaity
Harbour said. “I don’t really
know what goes on there any-

way.”
Upcoming events on the
Mount Vernon Campus include University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s
House Party May 1, Fountain
Day April 28 with headlining
act Ben Kweller, and the FourFooted Faculty Friends May
4, in which faculty members
exhibit their pets around campus. n

groups that advocate for Israel
were present at the speech.
“This has been the highlight
of the pro-Israel programming this
year,” said junior Steven Miller,
president of the Student Alliance
for Israel. “We are very fortunate
to have faculty that will look at
every side of the Arab-Israel conflict.”
Ambassador Edward “Skip”
Gnehm, a Gulf and Arabian

Peninsula affairs professor and
former Kuwaiti diplomat, directs
the Middle East Policy Forum.
“The Middle East Policy
Forum aims to focus on key
issues that U.S. policy-makers must face in this region,”
Gnehm said. “His perspectives on key issues in the
Middle East provide valuable
insight for our students and
faculty.” n

Better Ingredients
Better Pizza
$5.99: 1 Large
Cheese Pizza

Hours of Operation
Delivery 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Carry-out 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM

We Accept
Colonial Cash
CALL TODAY!
(202) 293-7272
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STUDENTS OR LENDERS?

Dear Students of George Washington University,
Many of you are concerned by the recent revelations of
corrupt practices in the student loan industry.
At MyRichUncle, we have long been running a campaign
to reform student lending. We have been encouraging
students to ask ﬁnancial aid administrators questions like:
“Can you guarantee the lowest rates?”

“Do you have a ﬁnancial relationship with any of the ‘preferred lenders’?”

MyRichUncle does not have alliances with financial
aid administrators.
We do not provide them with any incentives.
We provide student loans directly to students and parents.
Our direct approach is free of conﬂicts of interest.
Our customers get better rates as a result.
For more information about how to get the best loan for
you, and what questions you can ask to make a better
decision, visit www.MyRichUncle.com.
Sincerely,
MyRichUncle

MYRICHUNCLE’S CAMPAIGN FOR STUDENT LOAN REFORM

WHO GETS PREFERRED TREATMENT,

