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Senator surprises class

Presidential candidate Sam Brownback discusses Darfur

Students faint in
chemistry lab
by Brittany Levine
Hatchet Staff Writer
In the last ﬁve years, there have been
no incidents of students fainting in Northwestern University’s organic chemistry
laboratories, the lab director said. In the
last seven years, two students at Duke
University have passed out in the three- to
four-hour labs, the lab manager said.
At GW, six students have passed out in
the last two years in a science lab in Corcoran Hall alone, according to University records obtained by The Hatchet. Some University ofﬁcials said the faintings were due
to students not eating before class, but a
national science safety expert said it could
be because of poor ventilation.
Senior Lauren Stash was one of the

six.

Jan. 27, 2007 was Stash’s ﬁrst day of
chemistry lab and just after the instructor had given a safety lecture, she passed
out, fell sideways onto lab equipment and
was rushed to the GW Hospital to treat the
gash in the back of her head.
According to school records, on Sept.
13, 2005, two students passed out in
Corcoran. On Feb. 2, 2005, another two
students passed out in the same building.
On Feb. 26, 2007, one month after Stash
passed out, another incident occurred
and a student injured her head and hip.
“Students passing out during
chemistry labs is not the norm,” said
Ken Roy, the chairperson of a science
See LABS, p. 14
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Presidential candidate Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kan.) addresses students during a class Friday
afternoon. Brownback’s visit was a part of an mtvU program called “Stand In.”
by Frank Broomell
Hatchet Staff Writer

The topic for professor David
Throup’s Africa in International Affairs
class Thursday was Darfur, but someone other than Throup was at the front
of the class.
Presidential candidate Sen. Sam
Brownback (R-Kan.) took time off from
his campaign to address Throup’s students and call them to action regarding
the crisis in Darfur. He spoke as part of
the mtvU program, “Stand In,” which

brings famous personalities into college
classrooms and surprises students.
“I find a lot of passion and willingness to do things in your generation,”
Brownback said.
He told students to travel close to
oppressed areas, arguing that this is the
best way to learn about a region and
its problems. He discussed places such
as Chad, which neighbors Sudan, and
China, which borders North Korea.
Brownback also spoke about the
conditions in Darfur, a region in Sudan
where genocide has killed an estimated

400,000 people and where women are
often raped.
Internationally, many have accused
the Sudanese government of arming
and supporting the insurgent Janjaweed
militiamen responsible for rapes and
murders, Brownback said.
“We would provide food, but in
order to cook, (the Darfurian refugees) needed wood,” Brownback said.
“When they went out (of the camps,
the refugees) were attacked by the
Janjaweed.”
See BROWNBACK, p. 14

At Georgetown, kegs are OK

Nearby school’s
policy allows kegs
in dorms
by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Staff Writer

When D.C. students think of the
differences between campus life at
GW and Georgetown, university
alcohol policy may not be the first
thing that comes to mind. But come
August, Georgetown students will
be able to have kegs at their oncampus parties. Now that’s beer for
thought.
While both GW and Georgetown
have similar alcohol policies that
ban underage drinking, Georgetown
officials have explicitly acknowledged that drinking before the legal

age of 21 is a fact of college life.
Georgetown administrators said
they realize the university can better protect students who remain on
campus to party instead of going
out into the city, and the school has
made recent changes to its alcohol
policies to reflect that.
Dan Porterfield, Georgetown’s
vice president of public affairs, said
the university prefers that its students
drink on school grounds instead of
some unknown bar on M Street.
“The real challenge is that there
is a cultural norm that students will
drink when they are 18,” Porterfield
said.
Porterfield helped organize a
meeting with senior administrators, faculty members and students
in the summer of 2001, in which
participants discussed their perspectives and concerns about alcohol consumption on college campuses across the country and at

Georgetown.
“We didn’t start with the idea,
‘Well, let’s change the alcohol policy,’” Porterfield said. “We started with, ‘Let’s share thoughts and
experiences about alcohol.’”
With this initial discussion,
this group uncovered certain commonalities about drinking attitudes
among students, faculty and administrators. The first group eventually
split into different committees, and
by 2004 they submitted a proposal
to the university recommending
changes in Georgetown’s alcohol
policies.
One of the major changes in 2004
focused on the fundamental drinking
policy in Georgetown residence halls.
Previously, all university dorms were
dry, but now alcohol is only banned
from freshman halls. Porterfield
explained that prior to the changes,
See ALCOHOL, p. 6
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New York Mets third baseman David Wright strikes out in the top of the third
inning at Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium in Southeast Washington. The
Mets won two of three games in the weekend series.

Honors program Fighting on the battleﬁeld of policy
Graduate student
sees changes
attacks Bush’s Iraq
by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

Freshmen in the University
Honors Program will adopt a class
structure this fall that includes
some aspects of the four-course,
four-credit plan the University has
considered implementing.
Under the new system, program participants are required to
take two full-year classes during
both their freshmen and sophomore years, and a global issues
practicum during their senior year,
all worth four credits.
“What we need are students
to graduate from college with the
ability to confront, analyze and
work in teams to solve very important problems of the (21st) century,” said Grae Baxter, executive
director of the University Honors
Program. “Important problems
are not unidisciplinary.”
The revised program has been
under consideration for about four
years and was ﬁnalized after interviews with more than 100 honors
students, deans and honors faculty

members, Baxter said. The changes
will not apply to current students.
All of the University’s individual schools except the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences and
the Elliott School of International
Affairs have approved the new
courses as substitutes for general
curriculum requirements. Baxter
said she expects faculty committees from CCAS and ESIA to make
a decision on whether to approve
these classes this spring.
These revised honors program requirements would mark
the ﬁrst successful implementation of a four-by-four curricular
structure at GW.
All the schools in the University have been considering a
four-by-four plan this year that
would require students to take
four classes a semester, each
worth four credit hours. The
plan was met with skepticism
and rejected by the Faculty Senate, and the Columbian College
and the Elliott School voted to
See UHP, p. 3

Kokesh first enlisted in the U.S.
Marines Corps in 1999 when he graduated from high school. It was not until
three years later – when the United
States invaded Iraq – that he started his
first tour of duty.
Today Kokesh is an active member
of Iraq Veterans Against the War, an
by Eric Roper
organization based in Philadelphia that
Senior Staff Writer
encourages veterans to actively speak
out to end the Iraq War.
Graduate student Adam Kokesh’s tatKokesh said he first served in Iraq as
too is the only noticeable physical feature
part of a civil affairs team that patrolled
hinting at his deployment in Iraq.
the area around Al Fallujah. After joining
“For those who fight for it, life has a
another company, his team distributed
special flavor the protected never know,”
money for different reconstruction projects and helped handle civilian issues.
the tattoo reads.
Their motto, he said, was, “We care so
But when sitting among hundreds of
that you don’t have to.”
anti-war activists spelling “IMPEACH”
“When I went (to Iraq), I was proud
with their bodies on the National Mall
of the fact that we were cleaning up our
to protest the Bush administration,
mess; that was responsible foreign poliKokesh’s views about the Iraq War are
cy,” Kokesh said. “But it is obviously not
quite clear.
that or we wouldn’t be there with our
In the past few weeks, Kokesh has
become a celebrity in the world of activCourtesy Adam Kokesh military presence the way it is now.”
ism. A veteran of the Iraq War, he has GW graduate Adam Kokesh is arrested by U.S.
After ending his tour in 2004 as a
spent much of his time in the District Capitol Police Thursday after protesting in the sergeant, Kokesh returned to Claremont
garnering support to halt the country’s Hart Senate Ofﬁce Building.
McKenna College in California, where
involvement in Iraq. On Thursday,
he was enrolled before joining the military. Kokesh said he joined IVAW last
Kokesh was arrested on charges of
unlawful assembly while protesting in the world a better place,” said Kokesh, who winter when he came to the District and
is pursuing a master’s degree in politi- had trouble finding a job in politics.
Hart Senate Office Building, he said.
“I’ve always wanted – through the cal management at GW. “That is my life
system of American politics – to make the goal.”
See KOKESH, p. 14
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Starbucks to continue 24-hour
service

The Starbucks adjacent to
Gelman Library will be open 24
hours ﬁve days a week following a successful three-month
trial period that began in January, a store manager said.
“We’ve made a commitment
to the community and the students,” said Roni Cruz, store
manager of the Gelman Starbucks. “Unless we have zero
business and circumstances fall
out of our hands, we will be
open.”
The shop closes at 10 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday nights. It is
the ﬁrst Starbucks in the District
to remain open 24 hours.
Starbucks managers said
they considered customer demand and the stafﬁng logistics
to ﬁgure out the feasibility of
staying open 24 hours a day.
Robert Howell, Starbucks
district manager for Washington, said though the hours are
not set in stone, they will continue for now.
“The hours are always subject to review based on customer demand and sales,” he said.
“They could always change, but
so far the current hours have
worked out well.”
Students said they were happy about the expanded hours,
as few food and drink venues in
the area are open so late.
“This campus lives on Starbucks, and we need it after 10
p.m.,” freshman Gillian White
said.
Cruz also said the library is
considering remodeling parts of
its ﬁrst ﬂoor and constructing

an outdoor patio area connected
to Starbucks.
“The library is interested in
expanding,” Cruz said, “And
we would love to help out, but
it is mostly a library-driven initiative.”
–Kara Wright
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Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)
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SNAPSHOT Sacred squirt

MONDAY
Reduce Test Anxiety
Learn effective techniques
for reducing apprehension
experienced before, during
or after an examination.
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Potomac House Study
Lounge
Sponsored by the Counseling Center

GW team wins inagural real
estate competition
In April the School of Business
hosted its ﬁrst annual Graduate
Real Estate Competition, awarding more than $20,000 in prize
money to student teams.
GW’s team placed ﬁrst out
of 19 teams, netting a prize of
$15,000. The team of four students
included M.B.A. candidates Evan
Weisman, Jason Morris, Paul Fritz
and John Dalton. The team from
University of Pennsylvania came
in second place, and the team from
Texas A&M won third prize.
The competition was sponsored by GW’s Real Estate Investment and Development
Organization and Walnut Street
Development, LLC, a residential
real estate developer based in Fairfax, Va.
The winning GW team recommended that Walnut Street
Development partner with the
Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority to redesign the
Huntington Metro station located
in Alexandria, Va. The plan calls
for construction of a green building to house retail, parking and
residential condominiums.
Proposals were judged on
their creativity, economic feasibility and design.
The six ﬁnalist teams, in addition to those listed as prizewinners, came from the University of
Cincinnati and Southern Methodist University (Texas). GW had

TUESDAY

Ryder Haske/Hatchet staff photographer

Junior Saumya Narechania squirts fruit punch on senior Divyesh Lalloobhai in University Yard Friday
afternoon. They were participating in “Holi,” an Indian holiday celebrating the coming of spring.
two competing teams.
According to a news press
release, Rob
Rosenfeld,
CEO of District-based real estate company JBG and a competition judge, said the GW
proposal “won because it was
the best combination of all elements, even though other teams
had some more out-of-the-box
concepts.”
REIDO is a student organization afﬁliated with the GW School
of Business’ M.B.A. program.
–Elise Kigner

Corrections
The Hatchet mistakenly reported in a caption in “GW
plans to host 2008 candidates” (April 26, p. 1) that Sens.
Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton and former Sen. John
Edwards are attending a presidential primary forum at
GW. The candidates were invited but have not necessarily
accepted the offer.
In “Univ. hosts housing fair” (April 26, p. 11), The
Hatchet misspelled Brian Hamluk’s name.
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SJT House Party
Join University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg as he tours multiple
residence halls on the Foggy
Bottom Campus ending
with a blowout bash on the
Mount Vernon Campus.
Stops include Thurston Hall
at 6:30 p.m., New Hall at
7:15 p.m., Ivory Tower at 8
p.m. and the Mount Vernon
Quad at 9 p.m.
6:30 to 10 p.m.
Foggy Bottom and Mount
Vernon Campuses
Sponsored by Student and
Academic Support Services

WEDNESDAY
School of Business “Party on
the Plaza”
Grab a free ticket in the
lobby of Duquès Hall this
week and come celebrate
the last day of classes with
pulled-pork, BBQ chicken,
rafﬂes and music.
4 to 6 p.m.
FedEx Plaza, located behind
Funger Hall
Co-Sponsored by the Business School and the Business School Council
Appreciating Art
Come take in the work at
an art gallery encompassing
the diverse visions of Arab
artists.
7 to 11 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom
Sponsored by the Arab
Student Association

BREAKING NEWS:
David Ceasar
can’t let go.

Ceasar feigning self-importance.

Hatchet Senior News Editor David Ceasar got into
grad school at GW, so you
know what that means ...
he’s not leaving. Despite
many colleagues’ and PR
ofﬁcials’ eager anticipation
of his graduation, The Ceas
is sticking around – because
he can.
So, for those of you wondering why he didn’t write a “30
piece” column like all of the
other seniors, it’s because
he’s not saying goodbye to
The Hatchet just yet.
Good luck next year with
whatever you’re doing here!

Help Me Become
a Dad again.
DonorInfo2@aol.com

Single loving father in search of a
sperm donor for a second child.
My little girl is beautiful and perfect.
But, I’ve promised her a brother. I’m
looking for a happy, healthy, and
intelligent man between the ages of
19 and 29. Generous compensation.
Procedure to be facilitated by a
reputable established fertility clinic.
For more information, contact:
DonorInfo2@aol.com
$5,000 compensation

The GW Hatchet

News

Students of faith

Observant GW students manage college, religion
by Hadas Gold
Hatchet Staff Writer

Freshman Josh Bloomberg
cannot swipe into his residence
hall from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday.
It’s not that the freshman’s
GWorld card doesn’t work – it’s
because of the Jewish Sabbath.
Along with a handful of other
students on campus, Bloomberg is
Orthodox, a strict sect of Judaism.
During the Sabbath, he must
refrain from any type of work,
including the use of electricity.
A prayer for most of his
daily activities is not unusual,
Bloomberg said. Before eating,
after eating and in the morning,
Bloomberg recites various Jewish
blessings.
“By saying those blessings it
brings a lot of importance into
everyday, mundane things,”
Bloomberg said. “You realize how
much people take for granted the
things they have.”
Although often characterized
as a secular, liberal campus, GW
has a wide variety of faithful in
its religious population – from
Roman Catholic students preparing for the priesthood to those in
the BaHa’I faith. These students
lead an average college life but
with a few adjustments.
Like Bloomberg, freshman
roommates Daniella Isaacson,
Elizabeth Elias and Dana Edelman
observe the Sabbath and also follow the Jewish dietary law of
keeping a Kosher kitchen, never
allowing meat and dairy products
to touch the same plate.
After the Kosher-friendly
District Market grocery store
closed last year, it became nearly
impossible for GW students to
buy Kosher foods using their
GWorld cards.
Although the freshmen said
D.C. and GW are not the easiest
places to be Orthodox, Edelman
said that their struggles are no
different than any other college

UHP
from p. 1

delay their decisions indefinitely.
Some students’ concerns about
the new honors program requirements echo those of critics of the
four-by-four plan.
“While the objective for the
new (honors) program is a broader interdisciplinary foundation for
students, it allows less freedom
for class choices and furthermore
makes it impossible for students in
financial difficulty to graduate in
less than four years,” Bri Bruce, an
honors student, wrote in an e-mail.
“While I appreciate the objective
intention of the program, overall
I feel it is limiting and will negatively affect the honors program
and (its) community.”
A year-long course titled
Origins of Modern Thought, is
expected to replace the University
Writing requirement for honors
freshmen. A science class that looks
at global climate change will also
be a year-long required course for
first-year students. Sophomores
will take full-year classes about self
and society, and art and culture.
“Our purpose here is to provide a common, comprehensive
and coherent honors general education core,” Baxter said.
These core required classes are
expected to meet for three sessions
per week for lab, discussion or
library research practice. Honors
students will be able to take up to
18 credits without being charged
extra.
Seniors will be required to
take the global issues practicum,
in which students from different
majors will discuss world problems such as poverty, AIDS and the
economic ascendancy of China.
Honors students currently
take a year-long proseminar course
during their freshman year, which
is the only class that is required
for all honors students. After the
first year is completed, continuing honors students are required
to take at least one honors course
each semester.
Critics of the new program said
its increased number of required
classes will be limiting for students.
Baxter said 1,200 students
applied to the honors program this
year, and GW admitted 300 for an
expected class of about 150 students. n

Help Me
Become
a Dad
again.

Single loving father in search of an
egg donor for a second child. My
little girl is beautiful and perfect.
But, I’ve promised her a brother.
I’m looking for a happy, healthy,
and intelligent woman between
the ages of 19 and 29. Generous
compensation. Procedure to
be facilitated by a reputable
established fertility clinic. For more
information, contact DonorInfo2@
aol.com • $10,000 compensation
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Junior Jessica Lowenthal and sophomore Marcus Rubenstein pray
during a Reform Shabbat service at GW Hillel Friday evening.
students’.
“I don’t think it’s an impossible challenge; you have to learn
how to handle it,” Edelman said.
“Instead of other students who
come to college and need to learn
to prepare dinner on their own,
we had to learn how to be Kosher
away from our parents.”
Sophomore Conrad Murphy
also faces the challenge of living
without parental guidance or
supervision, a goal at times difficult to achieve while upholding
the values of his Catholic faith.
“You have to be a lot more
conscious about your morals at
GW,” said Murphy, who said he
is considering entering the priesthood. “No sex before marriage,
don’t go out and party hard.”
A member of the Knights of
Columbus, a fraternal organization for Catholic males, Murphy
said he eases the pressures of college temptations by surrounding
himself with friends who uphold
morals similar to his own.
“It’s harder when you first
get here, but when you have a

group of friends facing the same
challenges around you, it’s a lot
easier,” Murphy said.
Saif Inam, a junior, prays five
times a day, does not eat pork and
does not drink or go clubbing. As
a practicing Muslim, Inam also
strives to make his religion a part
of his everyday routine.
“It’s almost a way of life, so
hopefully everything I do is a
reflection of that,” said Inam, who
is president of the Muslim Student
Association.
Freshman Dana Elmaghrabi
also works to incorporate Allah
into her daily activities as a Muslim
at GW. Elmaghrabi has found GW
to be very supportive of her faith
and has become more religious at
GW than she was at home.
“Islam is calming at times; I
think it’s just this positive force in
my life,” Elmaghrabi said. “I feel
like I’m doing better now that I’ve
become more religious.”
Inam was raised as a Sunni,
the largest denomination of Islam,
See RELIGIOUS, p. 15
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“His heart is in the right places, but his policy perspective is off. The actual
nature (of the crisis in Darfur) is more complex.”
–Professor David Throup on Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kan.). Brownback ﬁlmed a segment in
Throup’s Africa in International Affairs class Thursday.

Reflections on reflection

editorial
As the class of 2007 prepares to don their
caps and gowns, they and the rest of the GW
community can look back on the past year as
a typical mix of big-name speakers, new initiatives, program cuts and plenty of complaints.
The following is a wrap-up of some of the major issues that occurred this year.
The fall semester began with GW again failing to break the top 50 in university rankings,
coming in at 52 in the U.S. News and World
Report standings. Students expressed typical
complaints over the lack of improvement, and
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
discounted the ratings. While the rankings are
somewhat trivial, students remained frustrated
over rising costs and no apparent returns.
The administration irked students at the beginning of the semester by announcing the end
of free newspapers in residence halls and the
Colonials Invasion pep rally. In the spring, the
University announced that it would attempt to
reinstate these programs next year; however,
continued program cuts have hurt perceptions
of GW, especially at a time of rising costs.
In December, The Hatchet broke the story
that Steven Knapp would take over as president of GW for the next school year. In a rare
occurrence for GW, the search committee made
a decision ahead of schedule, allowing more
time for transition during the spring semester.
Knapp, an academic, has kept out of the limelight for most of the past few months, a stark
contrast to GW’s outspoken current president.
Nonetheless, Knapp is expected to refocus on
fundraising and academics, two areas in which
the University is lacking.
That same month, the administration conceded defeat in the part-time faculty unionization case, giving up a lawsuit alleging an
invalid unionization vote. The University ultimately wasted far too much time and money
pushing a questionable argument in an apparent attempt to stall a legitimate unionization
attempt.
In February, GW’s endowment broke $1
billion. This news was overshadowed by the
announcement that next year’s freshman class
would pay $50,000 in tuition and fees, making
GW the most expensive school in the country.
University ofﬁcials attempted to hide behind
a ﬁxed tuition plan and increased money for
ﬁnancial aid; however, a plethora of negative
media attention ensued nonetheless.
March saw complaints over iHousing, a
revamped dorm selection process, due to a
number of students being placed on the nonguaranteed waiting list. Such concerns persist
each year, however, despite the University’s
annual attempts to please all students seeking
housing.
The announcement of President Trachtenberg as the Commencement keynote speaker
drew ire from seniors and dominated much
of the end of the spring semester. The Commencement speaker should represent an outside voice, and while Trachtenberg did step
down from his role, he did not do so gracefully.
By tying his decision to the Virginia Tech tragedy, the president used the shootings to deﬂect
the focus away from both legitimate and nonlegitimate student criticism.
Perhaps the most persistent issue during
the year has been the proposal for a four-credit,
four-class curricular structure. A number of departments and faculty members are frustrated
about the University not providing more speciﬁcs for the program, and the Faculty Senate
rejected the proposal outright. Unless administrators provide a more speciﬁc plan and publicize more compelling beneﬁts aside from monetary savings, this plan will surely fail.
Throughout the year, the administration
made headway on broad planning initiatives,
with approval of the 20-year campus plan and
a development proposal for Square 54, the old
hospital site. Hopefully, administrators will
now focus on academic improvement and set
construction issues on autopilot for the next
decade or more.
A focus on increasing cost and diminishing services will likely dominate student and
public perceptions in the near future. The past
school year has also paved the way for broad
changes next year, and the spring semester has
been an especially busy one for GW. In light of
all the new changes, complaints and concerns
that occurred over the past eight months, there
is little doubt that next year will bring more of
the same.

QUOTABLE

The GW community should move from apathy to action

T

his is a really difficult colI went into the first columnists’
umn to write. It’s not that meeting with a bad hangover and
I’m emotional because it’s no clue what I wanted to write
the last thing I’ll ever write for about. Until that point I had only
The Hatchet.
aspired to write a column called
It’s just that I’m already sick of “Shut the f*ck up.” It would have
reading retrospectives from my fel- been a scathing commentary on
low seniors. The Hatchet
the obnoxious culture
has had a larger graduatof cacophony at Gelman
ing class than it has in
Library. Had I written it,
recent memory, and for
it would have changed
each senior, that’s another
things, I swear. But the
30 inches. Good thing I
closest I’ve come was an
only get 20.
April Fools’ Day spoof
For the most part, colabout anonymous gay sex
umns like these are awfulin library bathroom stalls.
A
NDREW
ly self-serving and try too
I wanted to write about
hard to be profound. Check
SIDDONS funny things, harking
out The New York Times’
back to the days when The
COLUMNIST
“The Graduates” feature,
Hatchet had a good humor
and you’ll see what I mean.
columnist. But that wasn’t
Admittedly, I wrote a
meant to be. It turns out
retrospective column at the end of I was better at analyzing campus
last semester. I wasn’t really happy issues and offering practical remwith it, but I was staring down a edies on really technical stuff that
deadline. What was the point of would probably not mean a thing
it? To remind people of things they to you if you did not go to GW (or
already know, and probably don’t if you did go to GW).
Once I stopped aspiring to become
want to think about? It was titled
“Live it up for the last semester,” GW’s Dave Barry, ideas weren’t hard
and if I hadn’t written it, I would to come by. I tried to offer reasonable ideas in an effort to make this
have said, “Well, duh.”
So why did I sign up to be a campus a better place, and I hope it
worked a little bit. GW is a campus
columnist in the first place?

with a lot of problems, and solutions
exist for them. Am I the first person
to figure this out? Hardly.
But you might not know that, if
campus discourse is any indication.
Here’s what I’ve learned about GW:
people will mask apathy or laziness
with complaints about an incompetent student government that
nobody votes for anyway. Or else
the blame will fall with an administration that stonewalls reform, even
though very few people try working with it constructively. When
students finally take up a cause
like ousting University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg as the
graduation speaker, it’s too little, too
late: you’ve lain too idly by all along
for it to mean anything.
Something happens here, all
right. Rather than paying attention
to what’s going on around them,
people concern themselves with
themselves. Our basketball fans
are fair weather for the men and
no weather for the women. And
nothing is better than when people
insult and disregard The Hatchet
as garbage before even bothering
to read through a copy.
Am I completely innocent? Hell
no. Can I justify being preachy?
Not while looking you in the eye.

But for all the times I think
I might have picked the wrong
school, I never transferred. I’m
being disingenuous if I do nothing
but hate on this school. I’ve lived
in a decent neighborhood of a city
I really enjoy. I can honestly say
that my classes have made me a
sharper thinker. Thanks to GW,
I was able to conduct research
abroad. Thanks to The Hatchet,
I’ve been presented myriad opportunities to cover cool events.
Whether or not you’re a senior,
you’re bound to be reflecting on the
past year, and everyone is reaching
different conclusions. Even if you
haven’t yet found them, there are
opportunities for everybody here.
While I’m hesitant to write a prescription, I think the best thing to
do is find a niche and exploit it.
So why did I sign on to this
in the first place? Better question:
why, in the year that campus activities should take a backseat to planning my future, did I write more
than I ever had before? I think I
had always wanted to stand up on
a soapbox. I just chose to do it in
print. If you’re listening, thanks.
–The writer, a senior majoring
in international affairs, is a Hatchet
columnist.

A foreigner’s transformation

I

Becoming American in soul, if not by passport

suppose my journey towards becoming an
American at heart began months before
I even set foot on the streets of Foggy
Bottom. I had decided to leave Europe, the selfanointed cradle of sophistication, for America.
Soon I found myself defending my choice over
every bottle of wine I shared with a European,
whether he or she was
a Brit, Swede, Frenchmen
or even Romanian.
STINE BAUER
Why are you going
DAHLBERG
to America? Haven’t
you heard they think
COLUMNIST
“Mission: Impossible” is
high culture? They don’t
know who Botticelli is! Didn’t you see “Super
Size Me?” They don’t have salad. You know
they didn’t sign Kyoto? Invaded Iraq? Can
only speak English? Don’t even know where
Stockholm is? Watch Jerry Springer? Drink
light beer?
I guess my transformation started then,
with all those late hours of defending. It took
me eight months, but I started to become an
American before I even got here.
Honestly, I wasn’t even sure why I wanted
to come here in the first place, since I wasn’t a
big fan of you guys either. I thought McDonald’s
and Beyoncé homogenized culture across the
world, that Bush was the epitome of evil and
that football was rugby for the inadequate man.
You know, the usual stereotypes.
But I think I fell in love with America
the first night I was here. When my British
friends and I were trying to get to Georgetown
but didn’t understand the road network, we
stopped to see where we were going. At that
point, a middle-aged lady came up to us, asked
if we needed help and then pointed us in the
right direction. In Britain, and particularly in

London, we would have walked straight past, over the edge. In Europe we sit down at a café
preferably bumping into the person who is and get our espresso in a ceramic cup; now I
clearly a tourist. We don’t like to help strangers was an on-the-go American, in soul if not by
passport.
that much – unless you’re in a pub.
I realize comparing the District to the rest of
For a long time, the overly cheery politeness in 7-Eleven, at Colonial Inauguration or America isn’t exactly good anthropology, but I
on random street corners annoyed me. I wanted feel as integrated into the D.C. and GW culture
everyone to leave me alone and stop asking as I feel American. The first thing I did when I
me how I was. But it only
got up in the morning in
took a few months before I
Britain was brew a cup
could readily reply with, “I
of Earl Grey tea and look
am good thanks, and you? I have an internship, I wear
out the window. Here, I
Oh, lovely weather today,
turn on the television
isn’t it? Ah, have a great day
CNN and check the
tights with ﬂip-ﬂops in public, to
to you too.”
top Google news stories, four political blogs
After I fell in love, the
and The Washington
transformation was a given. I nap in Gelman, I go out to AdPost and The New York
I guess the real first sign of
Times’ editorial pages
me becoming American was ams Morgan and a signiﬁcant
online.
when I drank Bud Light out
I have an internship,
of a red and white plastic amount of my friends are either
I wear tights with flipcup in some frat boy’s dorm
flops in public, I nap
room. After that came buffa- gay/Jewish/from New York or
lo wings at a local bar while
in Gelman, I go out to
watching football. Before I New Jersey/spent their junior
Adams Morgan and a
knew it, I was utilizing saysignificant amount of
ings such as “awesome,” call- year abroad in Europe – or all
my friends are either
ing an essay “a paper,” and
gay/Jewish/from New
“hooking up” on a night out. of the above. And I love it.
York or New Jersey/
My friends back in Europe
spent their junior year
get so mad at me for the
abroad in Europe – or
way I talk that they say they
all of the above. And I
won’t be friends with me
love it.
again until I learn how to talk “properly.”
It has been the perfect year abroad for a preI advanced even further in my American tentious European. All I have to do now before I
integration when I learned how to play beer- go back is stock up on GW t-shirts and various
pong, and by the time my Starbucks order goods, and buy a Blackberry to keep in contact
took more than 20 seconds to pronounce (tall with everyone.
–The writer, a junior majoring in internationskimmed sugar-free vanilla hazelnut latte extra
al affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.
foam) and I drank it on the go, I realized I was

letters to the editor
Don’t ignore women’s rugby
In the April 19 article describing
GW’s men’s rugby team (“Rugby
squad scrums in D.C.,” p. 10), I
was shocked and disappointed to
see no mention of the women’s
rugby team. The intent of the
article appeared to be to educate
our school about a lesser-known
sport, yet you completely ignored
a major part of GW Rugby.
As an active player and member
of the team’s executive board, I
feel I must draw attention to the
success of my own team, as we
also went 2-1 in our bracket at the
same prestigious Cherry Blossom
Tournament. Furthermore, I am
offended that a Hatchet reporter
could not make his way to the
practice fields before the last
weekend of the men’s season,
effectively
eliminating
any
opportunity to speak to the women.
Having practiced in the snow and
ice in February, my teammates
certainly deserve to gain some
recognition before the end of our
season after much hard work.
This fall marked the 10th
anniversary of women’s rugby at
GW, an important milestone for
any women’s sport, particularly

one so uncommon in the United
States. We have been consistently
successful and have participated
in the Cherry Blossom Tournament
for the past four years.
After highlighting the success
of the women’s basketball team
and chastising the GW community
for our apathy towards women’s
sports, I find it hypocritical that The
Hatchet would not only leave out
important information about GW
Rugby as a whole, but also ignore
the women’s team completely.
–Sara Zaremba
Sophomore
Defending Spring Fling
With regards to The Hatchet
Editorial Board calling Spring
Fling a flop this year (“Thumbs
up thumbs down,” Apr. 26, p. 4),
perhaps its rampant “flopitude”
has less to do with it being a bad
event and more to do with the fact
that it was storming that day. The
editorial staff may not be aware, but
most people tend to stay indoors
when the alternative is sloshing
around in soaked chucks.
Secondly, I know a hefty
number of people who were
ecstatic about Regina Spektor
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performing. Any lack of attendance
due to the choice of music artist
is attributable entirely to GW
students’ chronic bad taste. Let’s
all hope the University can score
a more mediocre performer next
year.
–Josh Bumpus
Junior
Commencement
disappoints
parents too
As the mother of both a GW
graduating senior and a sophomore,
I could not be more disappointed
with the University at the moment
with respect to this Commencement
keynote speaker fiasco.
Five years ago, when my son
and I first toured GW, our student
tour guide proudly advised us that
students graduate on the Ellipse
in front of the White House. He
mentioned that, on occasion,
the President was known to fly
overhead in the Marine One
helicopter. Both my son and I have
looked forward to that day ever
since. Now that day is upon us and
the excitement has been dampened
not only by the fact that the Ellipse
will not be the setting for this
long-anticipated event, but also
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that the much-anticipated highprofile keynote speaker will also
be absent.
My son and his friends felt
certain that University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg would
pull out all the stops and stop at
nothing to ensure that his last
Commencement ceremony would
include a speaker of the highest
distinction. Now, at the 11th hour,
he conveniently used the tragic
events at Virginia Tech as an excuse
to bow out and save himself what
was surely to be the embarrassment
of a very poor reception if he took
the stage as keynote speaker.
I am shocked and saddened
that he can so callously dismiss
the fact that he does not anticipate
announcing a replacement speaker,
unless of course, “the Queen of
England changes her mind.” Well
Mr. Trachtenberg, in light of the
debacle you have created, this
graduating class deserves nothing
less. Now is the time to redeem
yourself and bid your farewell
to the GW community with the
introduction of a keynote speaker
for the record books.
–Celia Becker
GW parent
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GW to the West Wing

GW & Stakeholder

Alum appointed special assistant to president

Fran Townsend, is the president’s homeland security adviser – the equivalent to the
national security adviser but with a focus
on domestic issues.
He said his primary responsibility, and
that of the council, is to coordinate the
interests of government departments and
agree on policy matters before advising the
president.
“I do work long hours,” Kaniewski
said. “I don’t have much of a social life, but
that didn’t deter me from taking the job.
This is a very unique opportunity I may
never have again.”
His specialized training and college
education are what made him qualified for
the job, he said.
“Simply being a Republican doesn’t
mean you would get this job,” Kaniewski
said. “It’s not the kind of thing you apply
for. I was sought for it.”
Kaniewski, who grew up in a small
town in Minnesota, majored in emergency
medical sciences and began working under
the Homeland Security Council in 2005,
while he was pursuing his doctorate in
public policy and administration.
During his time at GW, he was cofounder of the University’s Homeland
Security Policy Institute, a “think and do
tank” that develops and retools ways to
prevent national threats.
Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
He said his experience with the institute
Dan Kaniewski, a 2000 graduate, is special assishas been helpful in his current position.
tant to the president for homeland security.
“GW, by sheer location, provides the
opportunity to get real-life policy experiby Aya Mueller
ence that you can’t find anywhere else,”
Hatchet Reporter
Kaniewski said. “If I had stayed in Minnesota, I
wouldn’t be here.”
On Sept. 11, 2001, Dan Kaniewski saw a
Reflecting on his most memorable thoughts
plane hit the Pentagon from the U.S. Capitol. It of GW, Kaniewski recalled the opportunities to
was then, he said, that he made homeland secu- help his peers and experience real world issues
rity his No. 1 priority.
firsthand.
Last month, Kaniewski, a 2000 GW gradu“I’d say the best memories I have are the
ate, was appointed special assistant to the presi- most gratifying experiences, like community
dent for homeland security and senior director service,” he said. “I remember being out with
of response policy. He said his experiences in EMeRG on the weekends, really giving back to
Foggy Bottom prepared him to work for the the community.”
federal government.
Kaniewski is a registered paramedic who
In an interview with The Hatchet in the worked as a firefighter during his college years.
White House Friday, Kaniewski described his He said this provided him with the operational
daily life working for President George W. experience he now applies on a larger scale in
Bush.
the Homeland Security Council.
“People’s lives depend on you, on anyone
Apart from occasional emergencies,
who works in the government,” he said. “It feels Kaniewski said a large part of his job involves
good to have that kind of responsibility, but it is attending weekly meetings and advising govalso very stressful.”
ernment departments on making long-term
Kaniewski personally oversees the govern- policy decisions.
ment’s response to disasters such as floods,
Kaniewski said it is easier to write about
terrorist attacks and other unpredictable events policy than to make policy, and the agencies and
such as the shootings at Virginia Tech.
departments have to be handled “very delicate“My job entails anticipating the unexpect- ly” and with considerable negotiation skills.
ed,” he said.
“My advice to students, looking back, is
Kaniewski is a member of the Homeland follow your passion,” he said. “Don’t focus on
Security Council, a group of senior White where you think you should be but on what
House staff members that oversees policy for really matters to you, and you will end up
the Department of Homeland Security. His boss, where you should be.” n

Monday, April 30, 2007

Sustainability
Video Contest!
Enter Your 1-3 Minute Video Featuring Any
GW Sustainability Challenge or Solution
Qualify for One of Several
Excellent Sustainability Prizes
(valued between $100 & $1000)
Entry Deadline Is May 5th!
All GW Students Are Eligible!
Entries can be serious,
humorous, satirical, or
adopt any other perspective
(in good taste)

For Contest Rules &
Guidelines Visit:
http://planet2025.tv/GWcontest
For More Information,
e-mail starik@gwu.edu or call 202-994-5621
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THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION INSTITUTION CERTIFIED TO OPERATE IN VA BY SCHEV.

��������������������������

������������������������������������������

�����������������������������
���������������
����������
�������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
��������������������������������
����������������������������
�������������������
�����������������������������

|5

life

The GW Hatchet | Monday, April 30, 2007, page 6

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Katie Rooney – Features Editor (krooney@gwhatchet.com)
Marissa Levy – Contributing Features Editor (mlevy@gwhatchet.com)

Monday, April 30, 1975:

Wednesday, May 2 1930:

Friday, May 4, 1994:

The Vietnam War ofﬁcially ends with the
unconditional surrender of the South
Vietnamese president.

The dwarf planet Pluto was ofﬁcially
named by an eleven-year-old schoolgirl in Oxford, England.

Courtney Love cleared of drug charges
less than a month after her husband,
Kurt Cobain, committed suicide.

Displaced for a day

Georgetown
students have voice
in alcohol policy

Students experience
what it’s like to not
have a home
by Brittany Levine
Hatchet Staff Writer

from p.1

Cardboard boxes transformed into an
overnight shelter; saltine crackers and one
bottle of water were rationed for food. More
than 4,000 people said “Displace Me” on the
National Mall on Saturday. For 24 hours,
their life mimicked the Internally Displaced
Camps in Northern Uganda.
Displace Me is just one aspect of a youth
movement to bring peace talks to a war-torn
region, a movement that Invisible Children
at GW has embraced.
More than 40 GW students worked
registration and helped coordinate Displace
Me. They wore T-shirts marked with red
X’s, the symbol of a displaced person.
“No situation in the world is isolated,”
said Susana Siman, a sophomore and creative director of Invisible Children at GW.
“No one should live in these situations,
and us being here for one night can have an
impact on future decisions.”
Some 2 million people have fled their
homes and thousands of children have been
abducted in Northern Uganda since a twodecade war between the Lord’s Resistance
Army and the government began. To reenact how the displaced live everyday,
almost 100,000 people, most of them under
25, in 15 cities across the United States lived
in make-shift displacement camps with little shelter and little food.
“In the IDP camps, people die by the
hundreds every week. Disease spreads so
quickly that people are dying at alarming
rates,” said Jason Manion, 22, a roadie for
Invisible Children, the group that organized
the event.
GW participants built a shack out of
thirty boxes of cardboard, a white flag poking out at the top. It read: “Every War has an
End” as it whipped around in the afternoon
wind. Asked if he feared the possible rain,
Nick Marino, a sophomore said, “It rains in
Uganda too.”
Invisible Children at GW is one of the
first college chapters outside California,
said Sara Ahmed, a sophomore and founder of the student organization. It started
after Ahmed showed her friends “Invisible
Children Rough Cut,” a film about the
people behind the war. The student organization’s primary purpose has been to raise
awareness.
“I don’t think we can begin to imagine
what life is like in the camps, but this is a
start,” said Marino, who helped build GW’s
shack.
Invisible Children started after three
young filmmakers from San Diego traveled
to Sudan in 2003. They went in search of a
story for their documentary and came home
in search of change. “Invisible Children
Rough Cut” shows how children leave their
homes to sleep in bus stations and hospitals
in the city center, the only place safe from
the LRA. The film shows how fear is an
understatement in Northern Uganda, where
the LRA abducts children and trains them to
kill. While in Uganda, the three filmmakers
unearthed the story of the displaced. Instead
of forgetting, they decided to do more.
“Anyone under 21 in Northern Uganda
only knows war,” Manion said. “Invisible
Children is making an effort to not just
placard wave, but to get people to experience this, to flood the Senate, House of
Representatives and White House with letters. If we can get the U.S. to say we support
peace talks, then that has clout.”
No one who works for Invisible Children

underage students could get in trouble for being sober in a
room where other underage people were drinking. He said
today’s policy is angled only towards those actually consuming alcohol.
The school also discarded the rule that Georgetown students had to register parties four to five days in advance.
The university set up a website where students could instead
register their parties the day of the event.
This year, Porterfield and students worked together to
further tweak Georgetown’s rules on drinking. Beginning in
August, the university will permit the presence of one keg at
an event in campus apartments and townhouses.
Georgetown alumna Kathryn Boogaard, one of the
students who worked to change the alcohol policy in 2001,
said the school made the right decision in recognizing that
“strict alcohol policies do not lead to less drinking.”
Underage college students will likely drink despite the
threat of punishment, she explained, so universities need to
create a positive social environment that emphasizes drinking
responsibly.
“Now if people want to construct a beer can pyramid,
they can.” Porterfield said. “We wanted students to know it
was good for them to socialize on campus.”
Unlike at Georgetown, whose campus is more secluded
then GW’s Foggy Bottom locale, GW’s alcohol policy “does
not promote alcohol consumption at any specific location
over another,” wrote Brian Hamluk, director of off-campus
student affairs and
alcohol and other
drug education, in an
e-mail.
GW’s
policy,
which can be found
“Now if people want to
in
the
Code
of
construct a beer can
Student
Conduct,
does not permit kegs
pyramid, they can. We
in University-owned
housing. It states that
wanted students to know
anyone
possessing
“kegs, ‘party-balls,’
it was good for them to
‘beer bongs’ or other
similar
commonsocialize on campus.”
source
containers,
whether
or
not
alcoholic
beverages
DAN PORTERFIELD
are present in such
GEORGETOWN VICE PRESIDENT
containers” will be
OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
in violation of the
University’s policy.
When asked if GW
permits its students
to have the same
type of input in GW’s
drinking policy as the
students of Georgetown do in their own, Hamluk said, “the
University constantly reviews the GW Alcohol Policy. If there
are areas where we feel the health and safety of students can
be improved, modifications could be made to the policy.”
This fall, the University introduced a new medical
amnesty policy, where underage students brought to the
GW Hospital for alcohol consumption may not be given an
alcohol violation if it is their first offense.
This academic year also marks the first time the
University Police Department has held sole responsibility
for documenting student alcohol violations. In past years,
student residence hall staffers, community facilitators, also
had authority to document students for violations.
GW sophomore Andrew Waldholtz said that while he
said he thinks GW’s alcohol policy is “too strict,” he said the
University did help create an “environment more conducive
to socializing” by removing house staff from their policing
role.
Georgetown sophomore Martyna Skowron said she thinks
Georgetown’s policies are pretty lax.
“It’s not difficult to drink on campus at all,” Skowron
said. “The upperclassmen often have parties on the rooftops … the consequences are not that severe most of the
time.” n

Alex Ellis/Hatchet staff photographer

GW students spent 24 hours on the National Mall to raise awareness of war in Northern Uganda.
is over the age of 34, Manion said, and the
average age of the roadies who travel across
the United States showing the documentary to college and high school students is
23. Everything Invisible Children produces,
be it movies, Web sites, or posters, has an
aftertaste of pop culture. They have an
interactive Web site with real time footage.
They produced “A Musical to Believe In”
to support the Global Night Commute, an
event similar to Displace Me that took place
in 130 cities with 80,000 participants. They
have “roadies” instead of volunteers.
“It’s a movement based entirely on
images. It attracts young people and gets
the message across visually. It puts a face to
the war,” Siman said.
For Ahmed, the film “hit a spot.” It
made her want to learn more about Africa
and to work with Invisible Children. Even
during finals week, Ahmed said she finds
it hard when she has to choose between
studying and planning for Displace Me.
“I think to myself what’s more important, do school work or help children in
Uganda?” Ahmed said.
Some high school students traveled more
than three hours to go to “Displace Me” in
Washington. Polaski School of Rochester,
N.Y,. organized buses to transport students
the 403 miles to the District. They raised
money by selling a strip of duct tape for $1,
which students then used to tape a teacher
onto the wall, a few feet off the ground.
“At first administrators of inner city
schools said that students won’t care about
kids halfway around the world,” Manion

Under the covers
NAVIGATING GW’S SEX SCENE

“Revealing
yourself: Eve’s
identity crisis”
Nearing the commencement of her fourth year in college, Eve has
learned quite a few things about sex. Eve, The Hatchet’s anonymous
sex columnist, will share her observations and (sometimes dirty)
thoughts about sex at GW with the population that fuels her fire.
Editor’s note: names have been changed to protect the naughty.
When I first joined Facebook, during the summer before my
junior year, I put up a picture of myself in modest khaki shorts
and a brown tank top, a friendly smile on my face. Facebook was
a baby at the time, a simple university networking system devised
by an ambitious and inquisitive student at Harvard, looking for an
alternative to freshmen information booklets.
By the time my junior year began, Facebook had become a
horny teenager, raging with hormones and bad decisions. Around
this time, a very cute boy who I met at the radio station “friended
me.” I was excited, thinking it was his sly way of saying he wanted
to know me better.
A few days later, when I brought up our new Facebook-friend
status, he said to me, and I will never forget this, “Yeah, but you
should change your picture.” I asked him why, thinking my
khaki shorts and brown tank top were totally take-home-to-Mommaterial. And he responded, “Because you just don’t look that …
sexy.”
And that’s when I realized: Facebook was not for making
friends! We already have friends. Facebook was supposed to
make people want to sleep with you. I abruptly changed my picture to one of me dancing in a tight pink sundress, breasts thrust
forward, legs spread provocatively in a sweet dance move I think

said, “but they surprised us all.”
Invisible Children recently launched
Schools for Schools, an interactive Web
community based on MySpace that enables
students across the county to raise funds for
schools in Northern Uganda. As of Saturday,
531 schools raised $505,186. Ninety percent of the money that supports Invisible
Children and Schools for Schools comes
from what students make at bake sales,
dodgeball tournaments and dance-a-thons.
Instead of big checks, Invisible Children
survives on students’ leftover change and
crumpled bills.
“This is a story dependent on people
from our generation to help make a change.
We are the face of change,” Ahmed said.
Soon after Invisible Children’s Global
Night Commute last year, peace talks started in Uganda, and two weeks ago, the
Ugandan government reported that the
LRA agreed to resume stalled peace talks.
The sequel to the documentary that
sparked a movement was released Saturday
night. It brought back familiar faces from
the first documentary and showed what
progress had been made. Throughout the
evening cameras buzzed around the “displacement camp,” and in a few weeks a
documentary made about Displace Me will
be shown in Gulu, where the first film took
place.
“One night is such a small sacrifice. To
spend one night out of our dorm rooms is
not the end of the world,” said Mariel Gold,
a sophomore. “It’s the least we can do to aid
the process along.” n

some would call “the slut.” But hey, I got a bunch of sexy com- at all what you get when it comes to Face/Flirt/Stalker/Liebook.
ments from guys I sort of knew. Since then, I have posted pictures It is an excellent tool for flirtation (how scandalous does it feel
of myself in a bikini, one of me wearing a Santa hat and little else, when someone messages you instead of writing on your wall?
and, most recently, in a nighty and heart-shaped sunglasses a la The privacy of it amidst all the public notes is enough to make me
Lolita. I am, officially, a Facebook sell-out.
sweat!), but a heinous detriment when it comes to relationships.
For a while, I thought it was all fun and games. Facebook Pink, as it happens, is not on Facebook, but I can safely say that
seemed a fun little flirting tool, where I could tease and taunt and everyone I know who uses Facebook to check up on his or her
double entendre my way right to men’s loins. But then, I started significant other is not in a happy relationship. Even the love of
checking up on people’s statuses. I started reading their notes. I your life might detag and delete messages to the point that the
started checking the pictures of ex-boyfriends to see who, exactly, profile itself is whittled down to some bizarre mold of who the
they were standing next to and whether or not she was hotter than person actually is. Do you really want to fall in (or out!) of love
I am. It became Stalkerbook.
with someone based on who wrote what on whose wall when?
I was not alone. What started as normal, flirtatious fodder for
How can someone who has kept her identity secret for an
many of my friends became obsessions over boys they kissed last entire school year criticize those who modify their Facebook
night writing something flirtatious (“Want to bone?”) on some- identities, you ask? What right does “Eve” have, when we know
one else’s wall. Other friends of mine, who are all normal, very damn well this whole column has been replete with pseudonyms
attractive girls, started going to great lengths in order to discern and euphemisms?
whether or not their men were being faithful – emotionally, physiWell, because I myself, am a guilty, guilty girl. Because I did
cally, and technologically.
not want to make all of my mistakes public, nor did I want friends
My friend Babe put it well when she said,
who spoke with me about their sex lives to hold
“Facebook magically creates this whole new level
back, I chose to keep my identity secret. I also did
of paranoia. When it comes to someone you like,
not fully want to own up to my academic status
Are you like Eve?
you get a peek into personal stuff that you probat GW, which is another point entirely (let’s just
ably are better to not know. That normal privacy
say that “senior” is an abbreviated term). Also, I
is taken away. Our whole lives are there: pictures,
thought keeping it secret was kind of sexy. And
Wanna be next year’s
what we did last night, who we are friends with,
you know how I feel about sexy.
sex columnist? E-mail
what we say to our friends, what we say to someBut it’s time, now, to reveal to those who do
features@gwhatchet.com
one we flirt with.”
not already know, that I am Jessica Elizabeth
But is this actually true? How much of what
Smith. Some of you might know me from journaland tell us why.
ism class, others as the “Truth Fairy” from CI 2005
we put on Facebook is actually real? I mean, I
and some still just as that girl who breaks things
spend many hours detagging pictures of myself
at parties.
slack-jawed holding a solo cup so that my collection of pictures looks like the life I lead is as sweet,
By day, I am actually a children’s book edisexy, and un-trashy as can be. And yes, sometimes I wear a nighty tor, if you can believe it. Pink is a very real, and very wonderful,
and heart-shaped sunglasses around the apartment, but most of boyfriend who has put up with quite a bit this year including (but
the time I’m in Pink’s pajama pants and my old cheerleading t- not limited to) his girlfriend writing about his penis, his girlfriend
writing about other people’s penises, being my perpetual editor
shirt. This is where Facebook becomes Liebook.
The paranoia over what’s lie and what’s truth, Babe says, can and going by the pseudonym “Pink.” Boobs, Love, Babe, Blonde
be overwhelming. When one ex-lover of hers joined Facebook, she and Brown are the sexcellent names that I used to represent all
said she was, “genuinely hurt when he did not friend me. I guess of my wonderful, insightful friends that contributed quotes and
it goes back to that old who is meant to pay for dinner, who is to dirty anecdotes. And, of course, Eve is me. I am a real girl who has
call first, but in cyber space, its about who is friending first. It’s some amazingly sexy readers, and who has had a wonderful time
writing this column. I wish you all a supersized case of Summer
completely weird but hurts the same.”
What I’ve come to realize, I suppose, is that what you see is not Lovin’. Be sure to friend me on Facebook… n
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Police warn of recent Georgetown robberies
GW students
wary of armed
robberies
by Alexa Millinger
Senior Staff Writer

In the past two weeks, several reported robberies at gunpoint
in the Georgetown area have
prompted community alerts in
Foggy Bottom and throughout
the District.
Between April 11 and 13, people walking alone in Georgetown
were robbed of purses and iPods.
In two of the incidents, victims
reported the robber was armed.
Several days later, three
men reported robberies of cell
phones and iPods while walking in the Northwest neighborhood. The alleged perpetrators,
all reported to be men, were
later arrested and determined to
be from Maryland, according to

news reports. A total of six robberies occurred between April 11
and 17. Three victims were men
while the same amount were
women.
In response to these
crimes, the Metropolitan Police
Department released community
alerts to notify District residents
about the crimes and urge them
to exercise caution.
Many GW students living in
the Georgetown area said they
are accustomed to hearing about
crimes in their neighborhood,
especially after a large crime
wave that hit the area last summer.
Junior Nick Cicchatelli, who
lives off M Street, referred to
the area as “a late-night gold
mine” for robberies because of
the upscale crowd that frequents
many of the area’s bars. He said
he still feels safe in the area.
“Unless you are by yourself, there really is no threat,”
Cicchatelli said.
Nathan Imperiale, a senior
who lives on 28th Street in

Georgetown, said that despite
the crime, he rarely feels unsafe
where he lives.
“Living in Georgetown, I feel
like it’s probably one of the safest
places to live in D.C.,” Imperiale
said.
He added that he was still
affected by the recent robbery
reports. “Hearing of all these
crimes and robberies is a little
disconcerting,” Imperiale said.
Both
Cicchatelli
and
Imperiale said there are usually many police and security guards patrolling M Street
– the main thoroughfare for
Georgetown night life – but not
as many on the side streets late
at night.
Brian Hamluk, director of
Off-Campus Affairs, said GW
takes many steps to protect students, on and off campus, from
falling victim to crime.
“Along with several other
areas on campus, including the
University Police Department,
we work to educate students
about personal safety,” he wrote
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in an e-mail.
Hamluk said some
of the University’s
efforts include providing safety information to students and
parents at Colonial
Inauguration
and
sending UPD officers
to residence halls to
educate students.
UPD
Chief
Dolores Stafford said
an increase in robberies like those in
Georgetown may be a
normal occurrence for
this time of year.
“Robberies
can
sometimes spike as the
weather gets warmer
and more people walk
Stavan Desai/Hatchet photographer
around at night,”
Stafford said, adding A police cruiser patrols M Street in Georgetown. A handful of robberies in
that most robberies the popular neighborhood has drawn the attention of students and police.
take place at night.
“Generally, robberies can in Foggy Bottom, need to use
Stafford advised that students continue to utilize the 4- happen anywhere in the city,” good judgment and common
Ride service rather than walking Stafford said. “So people all sense with regard to their perover the city, including here sonal safety.” n
alone late at night.

We are now accepting applications for the 2007-2008
Peer Educator class. For more information about the
program or to apply, visit our website at
http://gwired.gwu.edu/counsel. You may also
contact the Peer Educator leaders, Dr. Stephanie Burns or
Dr. Stephanie Kendall at 202-994-5300.
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DEPARTING EDITOR

by Caitlin Carroll
Editor in chief

Time for some belated thank you’s
There’s no other reasoning on
the side of sanity that would
keep us coming back. We just
don’t say “thank you” enough
(I know I don’t) or focus on
what everyone does to make
The Hatchet happen.
As graduation nears for
us seniors, we’re all forced to
think more about what being
here means. A few recent discussions with staff members at
The Hatchet’s G Street townhouse have given me an even
greater appreciation for something I already feel indebted
to. These discussions have
centered around a mutual feeling of awe when posing the

news editor, campus news editor, features editor and editor
in chief. If college is supposed
We don’t say “thank you”
to be the most integral time
enough at The Hatchet. It’s
for self-discovery, then there’s
just too easy not to stop and
nothing that has shaped me
appreciate what we’ve done
more than my time here.
– probably because stopping
The Hatchet can be a harsh
(and feeling satisfied) isn’t
lesson in self-awareness, but
something we’re very familiar
one that I’m glad I’ve had. If I
with.
had this year to do again, I defThere are always new
initely would have done some
stories, new photos, new colthings differently. By the same
umns, new layouts, new headtoken, I never would choose to
lines, new opportunities for
do it over again because it’d
something not to be the best it
be hard to match what a great
could be and new staff memyear it was for us.
ber scapegoats. We’re always
The Hatchet has given me
starting anew and we’ve got
so many laughs and so many
printed proof of it. We hold
proud moments. From
people amazingly accountmy first news story that
able – someone didn’t get
got handed back to me in
that interview, missed a
a million different pieces,
We
feel
like
The
Hatchet
deadline or misspelled a
to building a features secname – whatever it was,
tion that I loved to editowns us, and it’s only
you can count on not geting the whole shebang
natural to complain about your this year, I don’t think
ting away with it. Drank
too much over the weekend
experience could’ve
keeper. And although we tend this
and did something stupid?
been much better.
Someone on staff knows
On that note, some
to complain more than we
about it, so now we all
thank you’s that are way
know about it and you’re
compliment, each of us has a overdue:
never going to live it down
Barnett – Thank you
deep-seated dedication and
with us.
for giving me confidence
We pour so much of
in my reporting, writing
admiration for this place.
ourselves into this and
and editing. You’re a nuttake so much pride in our
case, but you taught me
work; the inevitable shorta lot, and your strange
comings or missed opporway of encouragement is
tunities don’t go unnoticed. question: what do you do after something I suffered without
Unfortunately, we don’t ade- leaving here? How do people this year.
quately acknowledge all the fill the void in time and comRyan and the business office
things that go right day after mitment when their time as a – All those color ads at the
day and all the efforts that Hatchet staff member is over? beginning of the year kept us
exceeded expectations.
Obviously, whatever post- on our toes. Thanks for being
For these same reasons, graduation plans we have the overlooked force behind
we also don’t thank The should come to mind. But, for the newspaper.
Hatchet enough. Probably some reason, it doesn’t seem
Erin and Brendan – You
because we don’t frequently as though anything could both make The Hatchet a
feel compelled to say things compare. The only conclusion crazy good time when you’re
like, “Thank you Hatchet, for I’ve been able to muster up is here. I’m always grateful for
keeping me up until 3 a.m.” that I’m going to need a hobby. your attitudes and senses of
Or, “I really appreciate you, And so I’ve decided I’m going humor.
Hatchet. I would so much to take up hip-hop dancing.
Brandon – Nothing ever
rather be spending time with Seriously.
gets you down, which amazes
you right now than acceptReflecting on my time me. If everyone had the enthuing that invitation to have fun here, I feel lucky to have had siasm and heart you do, the
with my friends.” We feel like something in college that felt newspaper would be better for
The Hatchet owns us, and it’s so important and had such it.
only natural to complain about a great impact on me that
Ceasar – You drive me
your keeper. And although we I (and people I work with) crazy and I won’t miss your
tend to complain more than have uncertainty about what e-mails. But, when you finally
we compliment, each of us life would be like without it. do leave here – as a five-year
has a deep-seated dedication Throughout four years, I’ve editorial staff member – you
and admiration for this place. been a news reporter, assistant will likely have contributed

DEPARTING EDITOR

by Gabriel Olkolski
Opinions Editor

News

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Caitlin Carroll, a senior, was The Hatchet’s editor in chief this
year. She began reporting as a freshman in fall 2003.
much more to this newspaper
than anyone. If you spend all
your energy on what’s important, you’re definitely on track
to do that.
Howie – You make The
Hatchet go round. Thanks for
everything you did this year
and putting up with my constant rescheduling. (Thank
goodness you are here 9 to 5).
Nadia – Thanks for staying up much later than you
wanted to.
Greg Gross – You never,
ever complain, which says
a lot about you. I hope The

Hatchet has done as much for
you as you’ve done for it.
Maura and Sarah – The
Insider is awesome, which
I never had a doubt about.
Thanks for keeping at it.
Jeffrey – I guess I did take
some chances on you, but I
never felt like I was. You have
a unique take on things and
more than made up for your
lack of experience.
Katie and Marissa – The
Life section is near and dear to
my heart – thanks for keeping
it in such good hands.
Kyle, Natalie, Allie and Tim

– You guys breathe so much
life into ‘Da Hatchet.’ Some of
my best times this year (and
God knows the best gossip)
happened down in that production room.
Ladies of the news department – Being a news editor is
an incredibly demanding job.
You guys should feel pretty
proud of yourselves for having been in the trenches and
more than survived it.
Jake – As long as you slow
down and talk a little less (and
not at all about certain subjects,
maybe), I know you’ll bring
The Hatchet great things. And
by the way, you’re not psychic.
But I promise that’s the only
time I’ve ever lied to you.
Gabe and Kyle – You have
very frequently been the reasonable and articulate voices
of The Hatchet when we needed it.
Ben and Nick – With Erin,
you guys held down the photo
desk and were always there
to make us consider photos
more.
Claire – The Hatchet’s
grammar queen – knowing you were proofing pages
always put me at ease.
Joanna – I love how riled
up you get watching sports
in the office and fighting with
Jake. You bring a lot to the section (namely other sports).
Jonny – Thanks for being a
bonedog.
Ladies and gents from the
second floor (plus J) – everything would have been much
more difficult without a family away from home. Thanks
for being there.
The new Hatchet crew –
You guys have already shown
a level of dedication to The
Hatchet that rivals staff members older than you. Thank
you for letting me know that
The Hatchet’s only going to
get better. I’ll come by and
visit when I’m here next year
for grad school. Tell me when
it gets annoying.
And for all of the missed
thank you’s – the shout-outs
I should’ve given throughout
the year and for everyone who
helps make The Hatchet what
it is – thank you. n

All ready for takeoﬀ

and fun people, hard work
becomes a driving force and
an enjoyable passion in life.
I am dying.
The Hatchet did just that for
I know it’s been coming.
me. Being able to make irrevI’ve been a marked man for
erent remarks in the office is
four years since the humid
something I will especially
summer day I stepped foot on
miss in the professional world,
a few acres of city streets in
assuming of course that I don’t
the heart of our nation’s capiwant a pink slip and a lawsuit
tal. I’ve had plenty of time to
from a co-worker.
prepare for this, but I’m still
So many things in life ultinot sure how I feel about it.
mately serve as a vehicle to
The fact remains that in a
get us somewhere else. And
few weeks, I will no longer be
sometimes if you’re not going
with you all.
in the right direction, you
But don’t worry. I don’t
need to get off and take anothwant a memorial service or a
er route. So was the dilemma I
statue in my honor. After all, I
faced junior year, being forced
am going on to a better place
to choose between editorial
– a place where I will actually
responsibilities at the paper
receive money for doing what
or an internship at NASA, a
I do, instead of having to pay
lifelong dream of mine.
for it.
When I realized that
Plus, no memorial or
space and aviation, not
recognition could comjournalism, is my true
pare to what The Hatchet
calling, The Hatchet
has bestowed on me durknew to let go, just as
When
I
realized
that
space
and
ing my college career. The
an understanding parent
paper and its staff gave
would. For not only me,
aviation, not journalism, is my
me the ultimate honor by
but also so many others,
letting me work out of
true calling, The Hatchet knew
this paper serves as the
an old brick townhouse
beginning to a path of
to let go, just as an
at 2140 G St., for four
discovery. For this, I canyears with some of the
be more grateful.
understanding parent would. For notAlso
best people I’ve ever met.
like an underIn the end, you couldn’t
standing parent, The
not
only
me,
but
also
so
many
give me anything better
Hatchet took me back,
to mark my time here at
letting me write regularly
others,
this
paper
serves
as
the
GW.
and participate with the
Perhaps explosive noseditorial board junior year,
beginning
to
a
path
of
discovery.
talgia is kicking in right
and allowing me to come
now, because it certainly
back as opinions editor
wasn’t fun all the time.
senior year. It may be difI started at the bottom,
ficult, but it’s so important
in this case as a news
for people to let go and do
reporter, with high hopes that at The Hatchet count as a real what they need to do to be in a
were quickly crushed by a job, and I invite these people better place. If my experience is
harsh and demanding editor. to spend a week with one of any indication, there are always
The work was tough and the the news editors. Although I ways to stay involved with all
words I actually wrote rarely got paid for what I was doing, your passions.
survived the meat grinder we it was little consolation for
And such is the case this
call editing.
having my life brutally taken year, during which The
But damn, was it inter- from me and having my time Hatchet has taught me yet
esting. I remember my first consumed by a cell phone, a another lesson about carefully
reporting assignment, where reporter ’s notebook and that evaluating your opinions and
I interviewed some pretty same demanding editor who having what it takes to back
insane protestors at a small helped prepare me for the them up. In a society where
demonstration in front of the position.
even young people anchor
White House. Nothing says
I feel as if too many people themselves to one ideology,
‘welcome to journalism’ more in this world are inclined to it’s nice to know there’s still
than the extended mangled vomit uncontrollably at the a place where you are forced
stump of a grizzled-looking thought of hard work, and to question your beliefs and
hippy waiting for you to shake judging by some of the work- make sure you are on the right
his deformed hand.
places I’ve seen so far, I don’t track.
I suppose I’ve loved it so blame them. But when you
Every person who has
much because journalism is all work with so many motivated made a difference in my life
about people. GW is largely a
school for this realm – politics, history, languages, media
and all of GW’s other strong
points rely mostly on individual interacting with individual. And at this multifaceted
buffet of human interaction,
The Hatchet is probably the
best place to sample it all.
Soon I was proudly calling
my parents to tell them of the
latest major event I covered or
the newest big-name personality that I interviewed. And
of course there will always be
a soft spot in my heart for the
first job I actually attained on
my own merit – campus news
editor at the best damn college paper in the country.
Many
students
don’t
believe that editorial positions

Erin Shea/photo editor

Gabriel Okolski, a senior, served as Hatchet opinions editor this year. He began reporting as a
freshman in fall 2003.
knows whom he or she is, but
no reflection piece would be
complete without some obligatory shout-outs. Thank you
Mom, Dad and Christian, for
supporting me in every decision I’ve made, even if you
didn’t agree with it. I know
my being far from home was
tough on you, but I’m a better
person because of it.
Thank you Barnett (the
aforementioned crazy editor) for putting me through
the grinder. It was the most
helpful thing anyone has ever
done for me.
Thank you Rachel for
understanding when I had to

drop everything to go spend
time with the other special
someone in my life – the red
brick townhouse at 2140 G St.
Ryan and Caitlin, I’ll never
forget the laughs we had at
some of those news meetings.
Brandon, thanks for being my
most loyal reporter and a good
friend. Kyle, thanks for teaching me about nuance and perception being more important
than reality. Nick, thanks for
my camera – it’s going to provide me with plenty of good
times. Natalie, thanks for putting up with constant nagging
during production. Lizzie and
Diana, thanks for taking the

reins – I know you guys will
do great. And although I’m
not naming you all, thanks to
everyone on staff for making
production nights something
to look forward to twice a
week.
So while I may be passing
into the next world very soon,
don’t worry about me. I’ve
had a life at GW that most
people could only dream of. I
wish it could keep going, but
I know there are good things
coming for me in the future.
And of course it’s all thanks
to the college newspaper that
made my life worth living for
four great years. n

The Hatchet on your iPod?
Listen to the new GW Hatchet podcasts at www.GWHATCHET.com and on iTunes
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by Katie Rooney
Features Editor

This column almost didn’t get
written because I went out drinking last night. You know how it
goes – I started out at Lauriol with
dinner and some margaritas and
found myself trolling the streets of
Adams Morgan at 3 a.m. stuffing
my face with Jumbo Slice.
While that’s how Saturday
nights go here for a lot of seniors,
it always hurts the most for me
the next morning. I’ve been showing up to Hatchet staff meetings
Sundays at noon head pounding,
hair in knots and feeling like I
was going to vomit for the last
hundred or so of my weekends
in college.
Since I became an editor, Sundays (and sometimes
Wednesdays) have been centered
around survival. They’ve been
days of trying to hold my food
down while simultaneously trying to put out a newspaper.
But even after editing stories,
calling reporters, figuring out how
to get a photo, writing headlines,
proofreading and helping make
sure it all looks good on the page
while also battling a massive
hangover, I always leave the office
Sunday nights after production
with a strange sense of satisfaction. I smile to myself on the walk
back to my dorm, I guess because
by doing my part to help put out
tomorrow’s paper I feel like I am
making a difference.
Maybe it’s not as big a difference as I imagine it. Maybe only a
handful of people turn to the Life
section Monday mornings to read
thoughtful trend pieces or intriguing student profiles or find out
who “Eve” had sex with last.
But even if that’s the case I
would still be satisfied. I think it’s
the same with most journalists
– they are trying to tell stories that
shed light on a larger truth and

DEPARTING EDITOR
by Marissa Levy
Contributing Features Editor

It’s been no secret around The
Hatchet office that I didn’t want
to write my 30 piece. I’ve been
complaining for a week, and I
put off writing this thing until the
very last minute.
Tell me I’m lazy, tell me I’m
the queen of procrastination.
But don’t tell me it’s time to say
goodbye. My real problem with
writing this column is finding the
right way to say goodbye.
As I struggle to find something
to say that will do right by my
four years at this newspaper, “It’s
the end of the world as we know
it” comes on the radio. It’s R.E.M.
Karma and DC101 can read my
mind. Maybe it’s cliché to put that
in here, but the timing’s too good.
Staring down the barrel at graduation, it’s the end of the world as I
know it at 2140 G St.
I came to The Hatchet as a
writer, but my colleagues turned
me into a reporter. A wise man
once said to me over a pitcher of
beer at Lindy’s, “You can teach a
reporter how to be a good writer,
but you can’t teach anyone how
to be a good reporter.” You don’t
have to be a cutthroat journalist
when you come to The Hatchet,
but you better become one quick
if you want to succeed here.
I didn’t have an ounce of journalism experience when I became
a Hatchet reporter. The greatest
thing about this award-winning
newspaper is that anyone can
walk into the editorial office and
ask for a story. Lucky for me, I
had really talented editors who
cared enough about me, and
the quality of this paper, to take
the time to show me the ropes.
Maybe they didn’t teach me how
to be a reporter, but they sure as
hell brought it out of me. Just ask
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It’s time for one last toast
have an impact on someone, even
if it’s just one person.
I got into journalism because
my history professor in the ninth
grade was trying to build up the
program and noticed I could write
a coherent sentence. I don’t think
I’d ever picked up a newspaper
or turned on the news before then
– I was a self-centered high school
student who cared more about
who I sat next to in the cafeteria
than what was going on in the
world.
But my mom made me join.
She told me you don’t pass up
experiences like that and I should
be honored my teacher thought I
was a good writer.
I ended up being editor in
chief my senior year of high
school. While other people were
partying and celebrating prom,
I was taking notes and asking
people to send me their pictures
for the two-page spread we were
doing. Next fall, I came to GW
majoring in journalism because it
was the only thing I was actually
good at and enjoyed doing at the
same time.
In journalism classes here they
teach you about history, theory
and the rules of the written word,
but my real education has been
at The Hatchet. Freshman year
I walked into the townhouse at
2140 G St. and they assigned me to
the metro editor Michael Barnett,
a socially awkward and uncomfortable person, but possibly the
person who turned me into a real
writer.
My first story for him was
to cover an event at the National
Press Club downtown. I was one
of maybe six people who attended
the event on Pulitzer prizes, and
definitely the only one under 50,
but I still sat there with my notebook, scribbling away.
I ran home after it was over,
wrote up the story and clicked
the send button on the e-mail,

excited I had written my first
piece of college journalism. That
story never saw the light of day. It
might have gone online, but I can’t
even remember as much. In fact,
Barnett assigned it to me knowing
he wasn’t going to run it. It was a
test to see if I could actually write.
But even though it didn’t
go into print, my story made an
impact. It showed Barnett that I
had potential and he sat down
with me and showed me every
little change he made and why.
Actually, he did that with every
story I wrote for him my freshman year.
And while at times I was
annoyed I had to walk from
Thurston to The Hatchet townhouse at 11 p.m. to sit with him
for 15 minutes as he told me why
I should capitalize “University”
when referring to GW but keep
it lowercase when I am talking
about colleges in general, it ultimately made me a better writer
(Barnett, don’t let these compliments go to your head or mistake
them for evidence that I actually
enjoyed you being my editor).
Three years later, I’m about to
graduate college after spending a
year as a beat reporter covering
the community, a year as metro
editor, where I would always get
that phone call in the middle of
the night to go cover a fire that
was always a false alarm, and a
year as features editor.
Each of those years I remember cursing the paper for the long
nights and time it took away from
being with my friends at parties
or the bar – though I did always
reward myself on Saturday nights
after I finished editing.
But even more, as time went
on, my job at The Hatchet became
the butt of my friends’ jokes.
They’d ask why construction is
going on and I’d bust out with the
details, down to when the zoning
permits were passed by the city.

They’d laugh, call me a loser or
mock me (one of their favorite
lines: “This one time, at Hatchet
camp...”). While they were supportive of my decision to work
here, they didn’t get what I saw in
it because I was always complaining. Sometimes I didn’t even get
what I saw in it.
“Why even do it?” they
would ask when I counted down
how many issues we had left until
the end of the semester. But then
I’d remember the story I wrote
on the GW students who came
back from the war in Iraq or
the story I wrote after talking to
New Orleans refugees being put
up at the D.C. armory following Hurricane Katrina and smile.
Those stories meant something
to me. I was able to explain to
readers the importance of these
people’s experiences.
And as I’m about to wrap
up my time here at GW and The
Hatchet, I realized that’s why I
love journalism and the paper.
It lets me write for significance.
It lets me voice and characterize
people who don’t have a microphone of their own.
Even though I thought I
wouldn’t, I’m going to miss The
Hatchet and all of the wonderful,
talented people who devote their
time to it. Marissa, I couldn’t have
done it this year without you and
your creative story ideas. You’ve
been a great friend and I think we
made an excellent team this year.
Gabe, Kyle, Jake and Claire, yelling
among all of you at ed board were
some of my favorite times in the
office this semester. Caitlin, thanks
for your support with everything
this year. Erin, I know how hard
feature photos are and you always
seemed to pull it off. Allie, I know I
constantly frustrated you by making you wait around ... hopefully
Brittany will have things more
together than I did.
Ryan, though you quit on me

Erin Shea/photo editor

Katie Rooney, a senior, was features editor this year. She began
reporting for The Hatchet in fall 2003.
this year and I’ve never fully forgiven you, I also want to thank
you. You are a talented writer who
has taught me so much. I wouldn’t
be surprised if we ended up working for the same news organization, since it always seems to work
out that way. I’ve learned from all
of you and can’t wait until years
from now when I’m reading your

The end of the world as we know it

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Marissa Levy, a senior, was contributing features editor this
year. She began reporting in fall 2003.
all the people I pissed off reporting for news. When sources start
hanging up on you, you know
you’re doing something right.
But in all honesty, one of the
best things I earned working at
The Hatchet is a thick skin. Not

just because sources hang up on
you, administrators yell at you
and just about everybody thinks
we get the story wrong. For me,
at least, I earned my hard shell
just by working alongside this
gloriously sarcastic staff. I can’t

walk into the office without hearing a joke about my smoking habits, dating habits or questionable
work ethic. Between cigarettes,
Mosheh and quitting, I’ve given
these guys a lot of ammunition,
and my fellow Hatcheteers aren’t
ones to pass up on a shot. Once
you get over the sting though,
you realize these jokes just mean
you’re part of the crowd. And at
GW, there is no other crowd I’d
rather be part of.
When I tell people I work at
The Hatchet, I get a pretty universal reaction of shock. After
all, I look like the typical Jewish
princess from New York. But
working here, as a staff writer,
campus news editor, editorial
board member and contributing features editor, has helped
me become so much more than
what I appear to be on the surface. Thank God for that. The
Hatchet has given me the professional tools to succeed in the
real world (someone hire me,
please!), and the social tools to
appreciate being a newspaper
geek (Jappy façade be damned).
The Hatchet has taught me to
question my surroundings and
sniff out the bullshit, but most
importantly, The Hatchet has
taught me that you can make
a difference. Yes, more clichés,
but nothing compares to the satisfaction of knowing that your
story made a difference, big or
small, to someone somewhere.
When the University changes
policy because of something you
exposed in print, bingo. You’ve
hit the journalism jackpot.
So, with the few inches I
have left, I’d like to say some
thank you’s to everyone who has
helped The Hatchet hit the bigtime along the way.
Thanks to my editors: Barnett
and Gabe, who saw potential in

me and helped me go after every
story I set my sights on. You both
put a lot of time and effort into my
training, and you taught me how
to do this job right. Ryan, I know
I pissed you off many a times,
but you pushed me to excellence,
and never let me miss a deadline.
You’re one talented reporter, and
I know you’re gonna do a great
job over there in Mexico. I mean
Texas.
To Butler, Ceasar and Caitlin,
you guys have the type of dedication to this paper that I always
aspired to have. I admire you for
that and all the juicy news stories
you broke this year.
To Kyle and all the other
edboard-ites, thanks for putting
up with my opinions all year
long. Kyle, a special thank you
for letting me butt my way into
those meetings. We may have our
disagreements, but I respect your
intelligence.
To Jake, thanks for always giving me shit, and knowing that I
loved every minute of it. You’re
so inappropriate, and that’s why
you’re gonna do great next year.
I can’t wait to read more of your
front-page articles at The Journal
News.
Katie, you were my partner
in crime this year, and I think
Life was a success. Caitlin gave
us a great template, but we really made the section our own.
Thanks for always understanding
me, and getting drunk with me at
Ocean City. When we partner up,
we can take on the world.
Mosheh, this thank you is personal and professional, and we
are so good at blending the two.
Thanks for bringing me to the
’04 SA elections and making me
feel like you believed I had talent,
when you really just believed I
was cute. Thank you for always
supporting me, no matter what,

stories on the front page of The
Washington Post. I know you will
all go on to amazing careers.
In the meantime, though, I
have three weeks of freedom.
You’ll find me at the bar getting
in quality drinking time with my
friends here until graduation,
when I’ll have to find a reporting
job to fill the void. Cheers. n

and teaching me that communication is truly an art form. Thank
you for being my shoulder to
cry on, and offering me every bit
of advice you can muster. You
inspire greatness.
Sasha, we have gone to school
together for 17 years. Hot damn.
I’ve missed you this year, but
I know we’re gonna live it up
in New York (you’re going).
Together we embody mayhem,
and I love you for that.
Salar and Matt, my favorite
men in this city. You guys always
put a smile on my face.
To my beloved wifey Sarah,
you have been my best friend
these last four years, through and
through. I can’t even fathom a
college experience without you.
You are an amazingly strong and
intelligent woman, and I can’t
thank you enough for always
being my pillar of strength and
premier rationalizer. In you, I
have found a lifelong friend.
Mom, Dad and Josh, you three
are the best at putting up with my
big mouth. There is not enough
room here to profess how much
I love you, and appreciate your
endless support.
With that, I’ve somehow managed to eke out a goodbye to The
Hatchet. I hope I didn’t bore you
too much along the way, and I
hope I let everyone know just
how much I loved working at this
paper. I am damn proud to say I
had a small part in this important
operation. Working here is the
only reason I am ready to go out
there and become the next Lois
Lane.
At the end of these 30 inches,
it seems appropriate to quote
R.E.M. just one more time. It may
be trite, but they really put it
best.
“It’s the end of the world as
we know it, and I feel fine.” n
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Students to traverse U.S.
Juniors will spend
summer on
4,000-mile trek
by Marissa Bialecki
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW juniors Jake DiGregorio
and Pat Kirby will spend most of
their summer biking – 4,000 miles
from California to Washington.
The Pi Kappa Phi brothers will
participate in the 64-day Journey of
Hope event hosted by their fraternity’s national philanthropic organization, Push America.
“If I went back home and
worked at my minimum-wage job
again, I would feel like it was just
a total waste,” said DiGregorio,
who is also a staff writer for The
Hatchet’s arts section. “This summer I get the chance to do something really special. When I looked
at it that way, I felt that it wasn’t
only the right thing to do, it was
really the only thing to do.”
Throughout the trip, both
DiGregorio and Kirby will make
“friendship visits” each day to volunteers at a different centers that
support those with disabilities.
“It’s all about spending time
with (the disabled) and trying
to bring a smile to their faces,”
DiGregorio said. “(This) is not an
everyday occurrence for some of
them. To them, the cyclists become
superheroes.”
Additionally, they will help
with events such as wheelchair
basketball games and pool parties,
Kirby said. The cycling teams will
perform with “Kids on the Block”
puppet shows for children with
disabilities, as well as sing-a-longs,
dinners and dances, according to
the Push America Web site.
Participants in the race must
raise a minimum of $5,000. Proceeds
will go to various organizations
that help those with disabilities.
Both cyclists rode in a six-hour
bike-a-thon in Kogan Plaza April
26 to raise more money. While the
two rode their bikes on stationary
stands, other Pi Kappa Phi fraternity
members asked for donations.
DiGregorio and Kirby have raised
about $13,000 and $7,000, respectively.
Nationally, Pi Kappa Phi raises more than $500,000 through
Journey of Hope. This year, 42
other Pi Kappa Phi members will
race with DiGregorio and Kirby.
“I decided to do (Journey of
Hope) because I think it is the best

Ryder Haske/Hatchet staff photographer

Freshman Adam Mack cycles on a stationary bike in Kogan
Plaza Friday afternoon. Mack and several others participated
in a fundraiser for Push America, an organization devoted to
helping people with disabilities.
way I can impact the most lives
and get to see the whole country
at the same time,” Kirby said. “On
the trip, I hope to meet as many
people as possible and to feel like
I have made a difference in each
city before I leave for the next.”
Though both DiGregorio and
Kirby have not cycled before, the
two said they are still excited.
“I am a little nervous about
the physical demands of the trip,”
said Kirby, who has tried to ride 20
to 30 miles per day.
“We’ve been training pretty
hard, but nothing can really fully
prepare you for something like
this,” DiGregorio said. Though he
recently broke his wrist cycling, he
said this setback will not prevent
him from being ready by June.
Previously, seven other mem-

bers of the GW chapter of Pi
Kappa Phi have participated in
the Journey of Hope, said freshman Andrew Metcalf.
The Journey of Hope, started
by Push America in 1988, began the
previous year when Bruce Rogers
cycled across the country to raise
awareness about the philanthropy,
which was founded in 1977.
“What’s special about Pi Kapp
is that it is the only national fraternity to have its own philanthropy
as a part of the national organization,” Kirby said. “Meaning that it
was founded and is still run by Pi
Kapps. Push America is dedicated
to helping people with disabilities
and raising disability awareness.”
The journey will start June 10 in
San Francisco and end on the Capitol
steps in Washington Aug. 12. n
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Prof., star fight AIDS
Actress Ashley
Judd teaches
with YouthAIDS
by Jennifer Easton
Hatchet Staff Writer

Cameras rolled last year
when GW professor Amita Vyas
and film star Ashley Judd visited Indian brothels and listened
to stories from sex workers in
the slums of Dharavi, but these
women were not taping a summer blockbuster.
Judd, a global ambassador for
YouthAIDS, and Vyas, a graduate
professor of public health, were
part of a YouthAIDS excursion
to India last March. The National
Geographic Channel and CBS
filmed their trip, and National
Geographic plans to air a documentary made with this film. The
documentary details the organization’s goal to empower women
in the face of India’s AIDS epidemic and will be aired Dec. 1,
this year’s World AIDS Day.
“Having Dr. Vyas with us
to visit PSI (Population Services
International) programs was a
thrill,” Judd wrote in an e-mail.
“She is so bright, compassionate,
motivated and exactly the type of
private sector/academic we love
reaching out to.”
Judd added that Vyas has “a
real capacity to make a measurable impact on our life-saving
health programs and poverty
reduction solutions through her
work at GW and within her circle
of friends.”
Vyas became involved in
last year’s trip to India when
she met Katie Roberts, founder of YouthAIDS, at the 2006
YouthAIDS gala in D.C.
“Amita (Vyas) had been for
a while looking for a cause to
immerse herself in,” Roberts said.
“Her friend invited me and her
to dinner and … we talked about
the trip, what the objectives were,
and Amita decided to join us and
to really learn more about our
mission and what we do on the
ground.”
YouthAIDS is an organization
that sponsors an array of prevention and education programs
about HIV and AIDS across the
globe. The organization provides
programs in India, donates funds
and organizes health services for
the country’s citizens. The trip,

Ryder Haske/Hatchet staff photographer

GW professor Amita Vyas teaches a class earlier this month.
Vyas went on a YouthAIDS trip to India in March.
which was specifically geared
toward empowering women,
required visiting vulnerable populations.
“The conditions are so ripe
to become a national disaster,”
Roberts said.
Judd’s presence attracted a
great deal of media attention both
here and abroad to YouthAIDS’
efforts in India. Vyas praised
Judd’s knowledge of the issue
and her excellent skills in communicating with the Indian population.
“Ashley Judd is extremely
intelligent,” Vyas said. “She cares
deeply about women’s issues,
women’s empowerment and
HIV, and she understands how
all of these complex relationships
come together.”
Vyas said that Judd was brilliant at getting stories for the
documentary by communicating
with sex workers and equally
able to turn around to 1,000 highlevel government officials and
communicate why HIV/AIDS
prevention is such an important
issue.
With knowledge of both
Indian culture and public health,
Vyas made a positive contribution to the YouthAIDS excursion.
Her parents, Indian natives, came
to the United States in the late
1960s. Though Vyas was born
and raised in the U.S., she has
made many trips to India and
even spent her the summer after
her 19th birthday working in
India alongside Mother Teresa.
“That’s why I got involved
in public health … I spent three
months working in her mission,

working mostly with people who
had leprosy at (Mother Teresa’s)
institute for destitute and dying,”
Vyas said.
Last March, Vyas spent a
week in Bombay, India. She had
the opportunity to communicate
directly with vulnerable populations in the country, including sex
workers, inhabitants of brothels
and truck drivers.
“Going on this trip gave me
the ability to learn more on a very
personal level,” Vyas said. “It
gave me time to reflect about how
I can use my public health training and research training, as well
as my own personal and social
connections to the Indian community living outside of India.”
While she continues to
work with YouthAIDS, Vyas has
expanded her public health interest in India by creating the Global
India Fund, one that will sponsor
trips to India to assess regional,
non-governmental organizations
aimed at advocating public health
issues. They are planning to launch
the program this fall.
“It’s a fund that will not do
research and will not fund new
programs but fund capacity
building and expansion of programs doing good work already”
Vyas said.
Judd noted that Vyas’ ambition and proactive behavior
makes her a true motivator for
fellow professors.
Judd wrote, “I hope more
academics make the transition
from the classroom to the field
and back again; it is a great gift to
both them and the students they
reach.” n
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Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of consecutive games the GW
lacrosse team has won heading into next
weekend’s Atlantic 10 tournament.

Weekend wins give Colonials A-10 tourney berth

GW earns ﬁrst-ever
share of regular
season title

that “it wasn’t a one-person game” and
gives credits to her teammates, Karsch’s
individual skills cannot be denied.
“She wants to win and she’ll do
whatever it takes,” GW head coach
Chrissy Lombard-Adair said. “You can
just see that from her flying all over the
field, getting knocked down and then
by Andrew Alberg
getting back up again. She constantly is
Senior Staff Writer
looking for opportunities to score and to
feed the ball to her teammates.”
With her team stuck in a stalemate
The rebound goal gave the Colonials
against St. Bonaventure and a share of the lead for good and two minutes, 54
the Atlantic 10 regular season champi- seconds later, GW (10-6, 6-1 A-10) had
onship on the line, junior Kristin Karcsh, locked up a share of its first A-10 regular
the GW lacrosse team’s leading scorer, season title.
was a non-factor in the first half of
“(Winning the A-10 regular season
the Colonials’ 12-11 victory at Mount title was) very unexpected because we’re
Vernon Athletic Complex Sunday.
so young, but our team has great leadership and these girls
Karcsh and her
have put in a lot of hard
teammates were not
“They don’t want to be work,” Lombard-Adair
getting
opportunities on the attack, she
said. “They’re fearless.
ﬁfth, they want to be
said, but they felt goals
They don’t want to be
would come if they
fifth; they want to be
ﬁrst and they’ve done
stayed persistent.
first and they’ve done
“It was just a mateverything they can to everything they can to
ter of time,” Karcsh
be there.”
be there.”
said.
Karcsh said the
The time came
key difference between
early in the second
this year and last is the
CHRISSY
half. After tallying just
team’s maturity and
one assist in the first
ability to finish games.
LOMBARD-ADAIR
session, Karcsh scored
The win Sunday
GW LACROSSE COACH
five goals, including
was a team-record sixth
the game winner, after
straight and Lombardhalftime.
Adair said it gave GW a
Down 7-6 with 22 minutes left, the psychological edge against the Bonnies.
junior scored three times in less than The two teams will face off again Friday
two minutes by attacking the defense in the first round of the A-10 tournament
head-on. The last of the three goals came at Temple in Philadelphia. It is GW’s second-ever trip to the A-10 tourney, which
while falling down in traffic.
No team led by more than two goals extends bids to the top four teams in
during the second half, but with less the conference. Although the Colonials
than three minutes left and the score shared the regular season championship
tied at 11, GW had possession. Karcsh with Richmond, the Spiders earned the
was covered too tightly to receive a pass, tournament’s top seed by defeating the
so after a teammate shot and missed, Colonials earlier in the season.
“We have momentum, but it’s a new
she found another way to score: a low
underhanded shot off the rebound. The start because nothing in the past matters
ball snuck past a defender and the goal- anymore,” Karcsh said.
ie, who was screened from seeing the
She added, “I think we’re the better
ball until it was nearly past her.
team. We can beat them – we know that
Although she is quick to point out now.” n

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Junior Kristin Karsch scores one of her ﬁve second-half goals against St. Bonaventure Sunday at Mount Vernon
Athletic Complex. The win gave the Colonials a share of the regular season title.

GW takes one game oﬀ No. 25 Charlotte
Baseball loses
ﬁrst two games
before 9-6 win

John Birk/Hatchet photographer

Freshman Chris Holland is forced out at second base during the
Colonials’ 9-6 win over Charlotte at Barcroft Field in Arlington, Va.

took an early 3-0 edge. A bunt
by freshman Curtis Eward in
the third inning added another tally to GW’s score.
Scoring was abundant from
both sides, including a tworun home run by Charlotte
junior Chris Taylor in the
fourth inning and a two-RBI
single by GW senior Michael
Parker half an inning later.
Runs scored by the 49ers (349, 15-3 A-10) in the seventh
and eighth innings kept them
in the game, but the Colonials
held on to hand Charlotte its

teams, pitching became the
highlight Friday and Saturday
afternoon, when the 49ers,
who entered the series having
won 13 of its last 16 games,
came away with 10-0 and 3-1
victories, respectively.
Charlotte pitcher Adam
Mills, who ranks in the top
by T.J. Donegan
five in the nation in strikeouts,
Hatchet Reporter
earned run average and wins,
threw a complete-game shutARLINGTON, Va., April
out Friday, walking one batter
29 — After two losses to No.
and giving up one hit to earn
25 Charlotte, the GW basehis 10th win.
ball team relied on strong
The Colonials faired better Saturday, taking the
hitting to avoid being
49ers to 11 innings in the
swept at home for the
second game but came
first time this season.
up short.
The Colonials registered 13 hits en route
Head coach Steve
“With
the
way
we
got
started
to a 9-6 victory over
Mrowka
said
that
the 49ers Sunday after(this year), every game from now Sunday’s win was big
noon at Barcroft Park in
psychologically for his
on is the biggest game of the
Arlington, Va.
team. He said that simply playing good baseJunior Charlie Kruer
season.”
ball against the conferhighlighted GW’s victory by going 3-for-3 with
ence leaders was his
two home runs, his 12th
team’s goal.
STEVE MROWKA
and 13th of the season,
“With the way we got
GW BASEBALL COACH
and five RBIs.
started (this year), every
“I was just trying to
game from now on is the
get a pitch I could hanbiggest of the season,”
dle,” Kruer said of his
Mrowka said.
success with the bat.
The Colonials will
Kruer gave GW (17-26-1, third conference loss of the travel to the College of William
9-9 Atlantic 10) its second lead season.
& Mary in Williamsburg, Va.,
of the weekend with a threeAlthough the three-game Tuesday followed by a threerun drive over left field in the series was a match-up between game series against Rhode
first inning as the Colonials the A-10’s top two offensive Island in Kingston, R.I. n

Keep up with sports news over the summer
Check out the blogs at blog.gwhatchet.com

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research
You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication
Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
Compensation is provided.

Please call:

301-594-8705

NEED HELP?
• Organizing/Writing Papers
• Proof-reading/Editing
• Internet Research

(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health

National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Call Joyce at 202-547-0556 or
Email to joyceg@erols.com

VARSITY
ROUNDUPS
Softball
The Colonials
split weekend
doubleheaders
at Rhode Island
and Massachusetts Saturday and Sunday,
respectively. GW defeated the
Rams in Kingston, R.I., 5-0
and 10-6 and then lost to the
Minutewomen in Amherst,
Mass., 4-2 and 9-1. Freshman Amanda Gabriel pitched
a complete-game, three-hit
shutout in the ﬁrst game
against Rhode Island. The
series also included home
runs by juniors Chrysanthi
Halkiotis, Caroline Howe, Hillary King, Colleen Kegler and
Jackie Yaniga. The Colonials
(21-24, 8-10 Atlantic 10) next
host Coppin State May 3.

Golf

The GW golf
team ﬁnished
last in a ﬁeld
of 17 teams at
the FirstEnergy
Intercollegiate in Akron, Ohio
Sunday. Junior Tim Johnson
was the Colonials’ low-scorer
with a 13-over-par 229 over
three rounds. He ﬁnished in
a tie for 46th. Playing at the
famed Firestone Country
Club, which has hosted a
PGA Championship, GW ﬁnished with a combined score
of 932. The Colonials next
play at the 54-hole Atlantic 10
Golf Championship May 4-6
at Orange County National
Golf Club in Winter Garden,
Fla.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
gwhatchet.com/classifieds

160 - ORGANIZATIONS

245 - RENT DC

THE BLACK STUDENT UNION Presents: “Show Us What You Got”. A Talent
Showcase! Weíre bringing the arts to
you! On the night of May 6th, members
of the GW community will showcase their
respective talents in 1 of 3 categories:
Dance, Skits, & Vocal Performances.
Sunday, May 6th. 6pm-9pm. Betts Theatre at the Marvin Center. Tickets Go on
Sale April 4th! $5 before $7 at the Door.
Want to show off your talent? Email Us at
bsu@gwu.edu, to enter or signup at the
April 17th General Body Meeting.

1 BR SEMI-FURN 1 BLK GWU/METRO
AVAILABLE FROM 8/16/2007. RENT
$1700.
CALL
201-666-1328.

250 - ROOMMATES
WANTED
VEG HOUSEMATE, NW DC Townhouse
to share w/vegetarian; various buslines,
short drive/busride to metro. Private bdrm/
full bath, shared living/dining/kitchen/rec.
Parking. $750 + 1/2 utilities/month. (202)
291-0407.

LUXURY1BD/1BA CONDO
$525,000
Atlas Condo Unit #303 1-bedroom,
1-bathroom 780 square feet List price:
$525,000 Condo Fee: $328.19 Unit
features: Open ﬂoor plan with wood
ﬂoors, Whirlpool kitchen appliances
(dishwasher, microwave, gas stove/
oven, refrigerator) and granite counter
tops, in-unit full size washer and dryer,
central A/C and heat, luxury bathroom
with granite counter and cabinet storage, oversized walk-in clothes closet
with built-in storage, and additional
linen and front hall closets. The Atlas
was built in 2005 with a full service
24-hour front-desk. Building Amenities
Include: Two community lounges with
wireless internet and widescreen television, ﬁtness center, private interrior
courtyard, elevators, and conceriege
services. Pets allowed and rental parking available in building. Located in the
West End approximately 2 blocks from
Georgetown, 4 blocks to the Foggy
Bottom Metro station, and less than
1 block from bus line to downtown
business district. Grocrey store Trader
Joeís is next door and Starbucks is one
block away. Contact Emily Atkinson
202-248-9036 or 727-385-8064.

180 - STUDY GROUPS
HAVING TROUBLE IN relationships with
friends or signiﬁcant others? Work on
your interpersonal skills by participating
in group therapy at the GW Center Clinic.
Email us at Gwgroups@gmail.com for
more information.

199 - GENERAL
GRADUATION TICKETS NEEDED Student needs tickets to 3:30 ceremony for
CCAS on May 19, 2007. Please help!
206-607-7219

245 - RENT DC
APTS FOR RENT Modern 2-story Apt w/
wall-to-wall carpet, central air, dishwasher. Washer & dryer inside the unit. Large
enough for 3 people. Short walking distance to campus. $2650 per month starting June 1, 2007 until May 31st, 2008.
Call Ron for preview 202-251-7500 or
ronroudi@ﬁrstnationwidemgmt.com

255 - SALE DC
DUPONT NEWLY RENOVATED 1 BD
Condo Own for less than rent! Open
house every Sunday from 2-4 pm. Beautiful granite countertops, marble tiles, wood
ﬂoors, and stainless steel appliances. Perfect location! 5 minute walk from Dupont
Circle and Foggy Bottom Metro stations
and GWU in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof deck pool & pet friendly. 202365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, #107.

499 - GENERAL
GRADUATING? NO JOB?
Careerstone Group can help. We
specialize in launching young careers.
Let our expert career coaches get you
started immediately. Action plans,
interview skills, job search secrets,
and more. Donít leave your future to
chance. Contact us today @ www.
careerstonegroup.com. 202-595-1328.

615 - FULL TIME

675 - SUMMER JOBS

BABYSITTING IN BETHESDA. FLEXIBLE
HOURS. OTHER HOUSEHOLD DUTIES.
PLEASE CALL 301-365-3016 BETWEEN
9:00A. M. AND 9:00 P. M. OR EMAIL:
ROBINSONCOMMUNICATE@MAC.
COM.

MARKETING/ADMINISTRATIVE Assistant needed to support marketing/sales
team. Must be detail oriented and well
organized and possess excellent verbal
skills. Duties will include client meeting
planning and travel arrangements with
lots of client contact. Must be able to multi
task in a fast paced environment. Qualiﬁed candidates will have a bachelorís
degree and previous professional ofﬁce
experience. Excellent upward growth
opportunity with lots of variety for recent
college graduate. Washington Analysis
Corp. is the nationsís top investment research ﬁrm that analyzes economic, political, legislative and regulatory changes
that impact ﬁnancial markets, sectors and
stocks. Member of NASD. Please email
resume, cover letter, salary requirements
and availability to sﬁchter@washingtonan
alysis.com.

SERVERS AND HOSTS NEEDED Elephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown,
blocks from the White House and minutes from the Capitol, we have become
a favorite hang out for area professionals. High volume, huge patio & fun atmosphere make it a great place to work.
Currently we are seeking SERVERS &
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20004 Tel: 202-3477707 1 block from Metro Center

NANNY NEEDED Loving energetic nanny
needed for active 2-year old & infant, 2025 hrs/wk, May-August (possibly into fall
for infant); South Arlington/Alexandria.
Required: experience w/infant & toddler
multi-child care, CPR, driverís license, OK
criminal history, work & personal references. Pay negotiable. Call 703-820-1596.

615 - FULL TIME
PARALEGAL JOBS (DC)! LegalSource,
Washington DCís premiere legal stafﬁng
agency, seeks recent graduates for temporary and temp-to-hire legal assistant
positions with DCís largest and most prestigious law ﬁrms. Responsibilities range
from data entry and ﬁle management to
document review and trial preparation.
Bachelorís degree, good grades, good
computer skills required- previous paralegal experience is not. Send resume, cover
letter to jobs@legalsource.com. To ﬁnd
out more, visit www.legalsource.com.

RECEPTIONIST DT DC. 8:30-5:30.
Answer phones. Schedule meetings.
Organization of reception and meeting
area. $14.5/hr. Email resume to Leanne:
resumes@dridevelopment.com.

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive brand
new cars with ads placed on them. www.
AdDriveTeam.com.

CLARIDGE HOUSE: 1BED/1BATH. INDOOR RESERVED PARKING. 25 & K.
24-HOUR SECURITY, POOL, FITNESS.
MODERN. SPONGED WALLS. HARDWOODS, TILING, 9TH FLOOR VIEW.
SPACIOUS FOR 2. AVAILABLE JUNE
OR AUGUST FOR 1 YEAR. ONLY CALL
BETWEEN 10-6. JMARBER@YAHOO.
COM, 404-872-7121.

610 - CHILD CARE

BAILEY’S PUB AND GRILLE in Crystal
City- Now hiring all positions! Seeking fun,
energetic people. Flexible hours. Apply
2010-A Crystal Dr, Arlington. Call (703)
416-0452 for more information.

515 - GENERAL

246 - RENT METRO

610 - CHILD CARE
SITTERS WANTED. $10+/HOUR Register FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com.

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

STAFF NEEDED FOR SPRING
EVENTS!
We are currently seeking:
BARTENDERS / SERVERS
COOKS & CHEFS
Apply in person
at
1432 Duke Street Alexandria, Virginia
22314
Between the hours of 10am-6pm
Monday thru Saturday
Or
Email: jobs@penguinstaff.com

665 - PART TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT SOHO Tea
and Coffee. Full-time and part-time. Must
be able to do weekends and graveyard
shifts. Call 202-463-7646.
RESEARCH ASSISTANT How do the
media affect policy formation and society
at large? Come ﬁnd out as a RESEARCH
ASSISTANT on one of several projects
looking at news and entertainment media.
Research assistants are paid, part time
positions working 20+ hrs/wk, $9.50/hr.
Basic computer skills necessary and training in social science research methods
useful. Weíll train on speciﬁcs. Near Foggy Bottom. Great job for students! If you
are a detail oriented person interested in
the media, mail your resume to CENTER
FOR MEDIA AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS,
2100 L Street, NW, #300, Washington, DC
20037, email employment@cmpa.com, or
fax 202-872-4014. EOE.

GREAT PAYING SUMMER
OFFICE JOB
Small Financial Firm near Bethesda Metro.
Customer Relations/Research position for detail-oriented student with excellent writing and
problem-solving skills. No experience necessary. $15/hour. Fax Resume 301-652-4072.

EZ PART TIME SUMMER CHILDCARE Afternoons. 8 yo boy. Capitol
Hill location. Must have car. Male/Female. $15.00/hr. Lynn 202-669-1338 or
lkcoffman@verizon.net.
Recruiters need!- Open House
We are a full stafﬁng company based
in Washington, DC looking to add to
our team of recruiters. We want to
meet youy if you are an experienced
recruiter with a passion for recruiting
or an entry level college graduate who
wants to enter this growing ﬁeld with
unlimited earning potential. Please
join us on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 from
12:00pm- 2:00pm or 5:30pm-7:30pm/
Light food and drinking will be served.
Great location one block from Farragut
West metro. Unlimited earning potential,
comprehensive beneﬁts package, free
gym in building, industry-speciﬁc training
program. Opporunity to help people
advance their careers! Please bring your
resume. We can’t wait to meet you! The
Midtown Group, Inc. 202-887-4747.
www.themidtowngroup.com.
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675 - SUMMER JOBS
PETSITTER
WANTED
ocassionaly
throughout summer. Must have car.
RachelESacks@gmail.com
301-2336313
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Summer Programs
in Washington, D.C.
June 4-July 26, 2007

E

plore International Affairs

SUMMER COURSES in international relations, economics, development,
strategic and regional studies and more during evening hours
SUMMER CERTIFICATES in International Studies or International Development
SUMMER LANGUAGE INSTITUTE with evening courses in Arabic,
Hindi-Urdu, Japanese, Mandarin Chinese and Political Russian
ESL AND AMERICAN STUDIES for international students and professionals

Apply by April 20
202.663.5671 • sais.summer@jhu.edu
www.sais-jhu.edu/nondegree/summer
The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
THE PAUL
H. NITZE
609 Greenwich Street,
New
York,SCHOOL
N.Y. 10014
For Information
Call: 1-800-972-3550
OF ADVANCED
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
ForRelease
ReleaseTuesday,
Friday, April
For
April27,
17,2007
2007

Across
ACROSS
11 Out-of-focus
“Same here”
6 image,
Journeysay
part
___offering
and
95 “Be
A.A.A.
help
me”
13 Backless
10 Jets
that boom
furniture
14
Cosmonaut
15 Let go
Gagarin
16 Martini & Rossi
15 Bamboo lover
product
16 Karate blow
17 Punish arbitrarily
17 Cassini of
18 fashion
It has its highs
and lows in math
18 Following
20 closely
Longtime
TV
behind
host with
a 1997
19 Meter
maid
of
Lifetime
song
Achievement
20 *Lousy
advice
Emmy
22 Martini
22 garnishes
Something
gotten on
24 Private
eyes, for
principal
short
23 ___
Alternate
25
Penh:name
Var.
indicator
26 Point the finger
26 at
Feeling of
excited behavior
29 *Model
anticipation
on
the field
29 Elevator
Pal
33
30 enclosure
Antique dealers’
destinations
34 From
head ___

31 Announcement
Washington
35
capital?
at
Penn Sta.
33 Sport
Make a
36
ofsacrifice,
horse
perhapswith
racing,
34 “the”
Treason
37
42 Subject
Affairs of the
biopic
43 2004
Producer
of
“Beyond
the
many fragrances
Sea”
45 Hirer’s request:
38 Teri
Abbr.of “Young
Frankenstein”
46 “Sense and
39 Social
finale?
Sensibility”
sister
40
“All for one and
47 Microscopic
one
for all,” e.g.
code carrier
41 Bagful on the
51 It was on the 37pitcherʼs mound
Down of Johnny
42 *What
Unitas the
and
nouveau
riche
Lenny Wilkens
have
54 Heavy metal
44 Commotions
55 Like the ocean
45 Decorative
56 Rembrandt van
pitcher
___
46 Dune material
57 Complaints,
47 “Finally!”
informally
50 “Youʼre on!” …
58 Head-turner
and a hint to
59 answering
Navigation the
abbreviation
seven
starred
60 clues
Crib parts

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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Edited by Will Shortz

54 Boast
Down
55 Laughs
57
1 First
Exile name
of notein
2 mystery
Winery inwriting
58 Spelunkerʼs
Sonoma County
setting
3 Pennsylvania
59 Castawayʼs
and others: Abbr.
locale, maybe
4 Variety of
60 Self centers
swallow
61 Warm up in the
5 ring
Holy smoke?
6 Home
World Series
62
on the
team manager of
range
1977,
1978,
63 “i”
toppers
1981 and 1988
7 Pressing
DOWN
81 Informal
River through
Rochesterletters
invitation
92 Humdinger
Gum holders
3 City
NNW
of
10
33-time
Walker
Provo
Cup winner
4 *Things
worth
11
“Road Rules”
sweating,
with
airer
“the”
12 Quiche, e.g.
5 Each
14 Some dormitory
6 Owners of the
purchases
Faeroe
Islands
19
The sculptures
7 ___ʼacte
“Rigoletto” and
8 Hubbub
“La Tosca,”
e.g.
9 *Cutting
it can
21 bring
Checktears
for a to
place
to stay
the
eyes
10
pennies
23 Pinch
Drive at,
with
“to”
11 Switchblade,
24 slangily
Really into
12
25 Schlep
Seconds: Abbr.
13
Health resorts
26 Experts sit on
21 Quiz
them
23
Oral history
27 Strands,
25 Barbecue
somehow site
26 Patty Dukeʼs
28 Bit
son Sean
29 Some infiltrators
27
Water park slide
32 Baseball
Informal states?
28
Hall35 of-Famer
“AmericanRod
Buffalo” of
29 Number
playwright
winks
in a nap

11

22

33

44

5

5

6

76

1413

14
15

15

1717

18

18

2020

30
32

34
39

47

22

45

52

49

37

38

39

56
59

58
61

59
62

heart

32
tales
38 Tall
French
philosopher
34 Spud
Gilson
37 *Words after

there”
39 “Been
Tien ___

mountains in
38 *Samaritanʼs
central Asia
act

40

41
41

25

30

31

32

(after first regular priced drink)

GWorld
Accepted

Patio Dining/Private
Party Room/Full Bar/Free
Delivery/Free Catering
Sun-Thurs 11am-10:30pm
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

42
44

48
51

50

55
58

31 Places in the
37 See 51-Across

24

46

55

4:30-7:30PM everyday
Half Price Beer & Cocktails

33
38

47

36 Tether
Bullies, often
30

23

35

46

Puzzle by Eric Berlin
Puzzle by Paula Gamache

13
12

23

44

53

12
11

19

28

43

48

51
54

19

34

36

11
10

16
16

37
35
40

45

910

29

3329

43
42

9
8

25

27
2726 28

31
36

87

21

21
22
24

26

Thai Place

No. 0306
0316

56

54

50
53

57

57

40 Tends
“Romance
de
40
to the
Barrio” and
lawn
others
41 Gossipy Barrett
41 Poet Thayer and
43 Scanty
others
44
in the
44 Pain
Skinny?

49
52

60
60

63

49 Police
Jour’s opposite
48
sting,

e.g.
49 Source
Hornets of basalt
50 Chain restaurant
51 Be off one’s
with a blue roof
guard
51 As a result
behind
52
Brightness
47 Stuff in a locker
52 Scads
measures
46
Like
a
day-old
53 Minus
48 Reporter
baguette
53 “Thanks,
Some college
Skeeter of Harry 56
but I
Greeks ___”
Potter novels
47 Rudiments
already
50 Gremlins and

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Seek and you
shall score
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Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring
Online
Classroom

Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FRE
E.

Play Super Sudoku and
win prizes at:

The Sudoku Source of
“The GW Hatchet”.

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com
Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not afﬁliated with The Princeton
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton
Review, Inc., which is not afﬁliated with Princeton University.
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BROWNBACK
from p. 1
Brownback
encouraged
students to write to their legislators requesting support for
federal divestment from companies that invest in the Sudanese
economy. Brownback cautioned
that a change would not occur
overnight, especially because of
heavy Chinese investment in the
region, but he said he still has
faith in eventual change.
“What happened in South
Africa over a long time is what
makes me believe (divestment)
can work,” Brownback said.
He also said that divestment by
Americans has a “decent chance
of spreading to Europe.”
Students in the class did not
know Brownback was speaking until he showed up midway
through the session.
“It was a complete surprise,”
sophomore Krista Santilli said.
“He was very passionate and
well-informed.”
Freshman Nida Jafrani was
also impressed by Brownback.
Jafrani is an active member in
GW Students Taking Action

during Thursday’s class.
Throup said he was pleased
to have hosted Brownback, but
added that he disagreed with
some of the Senator’s recommendations.
“His heart is in the right places, but his policy perspective is
off,” Throup said. “The actual
nature (of the crisis) is more complex.”
Past mtvU “Stand In” guest
lecturers at other universities
include Bill Gates, John McCain,
Madonna and Kanye West.
Stephen Friedman, general
manager of mtvU, said speakers
are chosen because they are in
positions in politics or culture
that allow them to shape history
as it is happening.
Brownback was chosen
because he “has been at the forefront of the charge of calling the
U.S. government and the world
to do more (regarding the crisis in
Darfur),” Friedman said.
All episodes are shown
first online before being aired
on mtvU channels nationwide.
Brownback’s appearance at GW
will be available at mtvU.com
on May 9 at 7 a.m., and will be
aired on mtvU later that day at
noon. n

Now: Darfur, which lobbies for
the end of genocide in Darfur.
In October, the group was successful in lobbying the University
to provide a full four-year scholarship for a Darfurian student to
attend GW.
Jafrani said that Brownback’s
lecture reaffirmed STAND’s
work.
“His support makes it more
real,” she said.
Senior Craig Souza was not as
enthusiastic about Brownback’s
visit.
“I respect his moral ambition and no one can deny he’s
genuine, but for a senator he is
ignoring some political aspects,”
Souza said.
He said Brownback did not
address the international aspect
of handling the crisis in Darfur.
Souza said that divestment would
help, but without complete international support it will not work
because others nations would just
fill the gaps in investment left by
the United States.
Throup said he knew for
about a week that Brownback
and mtvU would be surprising
his class, but only told his students that they should expect
University camera crews to arrive

News

LABS
from p. 1
and safety board for the National
Science Teachers Association.
University Police Department
and the Emergency Medical Response Group are not called every
time a student faints in the building, said Harland Westgate, public
relations supervisor for EMeRG.
Michael King, chair of the
Chemistry Department, said it is
incumbent on students to come
prepared for lab and that not eating could have negative effects.
“The students stated that they
did not have anything to eat before
class,” King, chair of the Chemistry department, wrote in an e-mail.
“As such they place themselves in
jeopardy.”
On the ﬁrst day of classes,
the graduate teaching assistants
who conduct labs explain to students that they should eat before
class and walk around if they feel
lightheaded. Stash said she did
not eat before her 10 a.m. chemistry lab, but she said she does not
think that was the only reason she
fainted.
“I hadn’t been in Corcoran for
a while, and I wasn’t used to all the
chemicals in the air. That building
doesn’t have any fresh air coming
in,” she said.
Another possible reason for

KOKESH
from p. 1
On April 19, Kokesh
made national news when he
attended Attorney General
Alberto Gonzales’ testimony
before the Senate Judiciary
Committee. Wearing a camouflage Marine Corps issue
Boonie hat, Kokesh held up a
sign marking the number of
times Gonzales said “I don’t
recall.”
“That was my first major
media coverage,” said Kokesh,
adding that creating the sign
was completely spontaneous.
“That was the first thing that
led people on the street to recognize me.”
Sitting among activists
Saturday afternoon, Kokesh
said he thinks the reason student-led protest against the
Iraq War happens at a lesser
degree than it did in response
to the Vietnam War is because
this time there is no draft. The
result, he said, is that troops
rarely integrate entirely into
civilian life when they return
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classroom to be “out of the way”
and that Stash hurt herself because
she “happened to be too close to
the ring stands.”
While some students complain of having to stand for the
labs, which are typically between
two and three hours long, University ofﬁcials said installing
stools in the rooms would not be
safe.
“We cannot place stools in
the lab because they would impede egress (in the event of emergency),” King said. “The lab was
never constructed to accommodate people sitting. The nature of
the science requires that the experimenter stand in order to manipulate the equipment and make
observations.”
University ofﬁcials said they
are reviewing lab safety. After
completing a six-week safety inspection of science facilities, the
Ofﬁce of Risk Management created a ﬁrst responder task group
for the science department, according to the University’s 2006
annual report.
The group will respond to a
range of potential incidents, from
students feeling ill, ﬁre hazards,
students mixing chemicals incorrectly and other possible safety issues, said Tracy Schario, director of
Media Relations.
Records from other laboratory
buildings were not obtained. n

from Iraq.
“We’re cycling through the
same troops over and over
again, so it isolates them from
society,” Kokesh said.
The loss of life, he said,
is what inspired him to rebel
against the war – something
he feels most civilians cannot
yet grasp.
“(Human casualties are)
something you have to become
awake to, because once you
realize what the stakes are
and you realize how that fits
into your worldview and your
reality, you have to do something about it,” he said.
Those helping Kokesh
spell out “IMPEACH” with
their bodies Saturday shook
his hand and congratulated
him on his arrest in Hart.
Midge Potts, a member
of Code Pink, said veterans
like Kokesh give the anti-war
cause more credibility. Code
Pink is an organization made
up of women who oppose the
Iraq War.
“When we have Iraq veterans like Adam coming back
and telling their stories about
why they are against the war,

that really reminds us that we
are speaking the truth,” Potts
said.
Kokesh said his earliest
experience with war activism
was walking with Code Pink
in the congressional office
buildings while the members
spoke with staffers and representatives. He would stand
behind the women, looking
serious, with his arms crossed,
he said.
Although anti-war veterans like Kokesh are beginning
to speak out, Potts said that
not enough people understand
the veterans’ movement.
“I think in some ways the
media tries to portray Iraq
veterans as protestors, so it’s
going to take a bit of work
to portray (to the media) that
these are Iraq veterans,” Potts
said.
In response to his critics,
Kokesh said veterans have the
most comprehensive understanding of the situation in
the Middle East.
“To say that our politics
are wrong is bullshit, because
we speak from direct experience.” n

Keep up with breaking news
@ www.gwhatchet.com
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the fainting could be poor ventilation, Roy said.
While Roy did not know the
speciﬁcs of the cases, he said if
there are any problems with fume
hoods, which ventilate laboratory
classrooms, then it is more likely
that students will pass out.
The hoods were inspected
last summer and inspections are
scheduled again for this summer,
said Fitzroy Smith, director of risk
management and insurance.
King said exposure to chemicals had nothing to do with the
incidents.
“No student has fainted or
passed out because of any exposure to any chemical that I am
aware of,” he said. “(Stash’s fainting) occurred during a discussion
of administrative procedures.
There were no chemicals in the lab
for the students and none on the
benches. The students were not
engaged in any experiment.”
Stash, who now eats before
her chemistry lab, said what upset
her most was not that she passed
out, but that she had fallen onto
multiple ring stands stored on the
ﬂoor of her classroom.
“If the University is going
to change anything, I think they
should store (the ring stands)
somewhere else,” she said. “It’s
not safe to have them just lying out
like that.”
King said the ring stands are
aligned against the side of the

ATTEND
$10

The Kennedy Center
College Student
Discount Program
kennedy-center.org/attend

Student Tickets!

Show your student ID and save!

New kitchen appliances
New kitchen counter top & sink
Hardwood floors
Ample closet space
Common laundry room
Roof top deck

View all of this month’s discounted performances online:

kennedy-center.org/attend

LIMITED AVAILABILITY…BUY IN PERSON TODAY!
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:













Bring your student ID to the Kennedy Center Box Office and ask for your "ATTEND
DISCOUNT." Limit 2 tickets per student (for 2nd ticket, you must show other
person's student ID). ATTEND is restricted to full-time degree-seeking students at
accredited colleges and universities. Continuing education and part-time students do
not qualify. Sorry, these $10 tickets are not available to purchase online at this time.

HEAD TO OUR BOX OFFICE:
Located at 2700 F Street NW, D.C. 20566

RIDE THE METRO & FREE SHUTTLE TO GET THERE:
Get off at the Foggy Bottom-GWU station and take the free red
Kennedy Center shuttle right to our door.

GET “ATTEND” E-NEWS:
Sign up by sending your name and college to SDTP@kennedy-center.org
AND NOW THE FINE PRINT:
$10 tickets are…
Always subject to availability. Not valid in combination with any other offers. Not valid on previously
purchased tickets. Not valid on Box Tier or lowest-priced seats. Discounts may be withdrawn at any time.

FREE PERFORMANCES
EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR AT 6 P.M.!
No tickets required. Daily calendar at

kennedy-center.org/millennium

The GW Hatchet

News

Monday, April 30, 2007

| 15

Kweller croons at MVC

Better Ingredients
Better Pizza
$5.99: 1 Large
Cheese Pizza

Hours of Operation
Delivery 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Carry-out 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM

We Accept
Colonial Cash
CALL TODAY!
(202) 293-7272

Ben Solomon/photo editor

Singer Ben Kweller performs during Fountain Day at Mount Vernon Campus Saturday afternoon.
Kweller performed in front of an announced crowd of more than 1,500 people on the quad.

Singer performs
at annual
Fountain Day
by Karelia Pallan
Hatchet Staff Writer
Hundreds of students trekked
to the Mount Vernon Campus
Saturday afternoon for its annual
Fountain Day event where they
enjoyed a performance by headliner Ben Kweller and took part
in activities with a “Turning on
Awareness” theme.
The concert featured sets
by Derek James and GW band
Jukebox the Ghost, in addition
to Kweller. Aside from the musical acts, Fountain Day featured
tie-dyeing, spin art and a henna
tattoo artist.
Kweller played several songs
on both the guitar and piano,
including “Penny on the Train
Track” and an encore of “Wasted
and Ready,” at the urging of the
audience.
Throughout his set, Kweller
entertained the crowd by talking
about his experiences in songwrit-

RELIGIOUS
from p. 3
but he does not like to associate himself with any group in
particular.
“I don’t go around saying
I am a Sunni Muslim, because
that just causes division and our
similarities are a lot greater than
our differences,” Inam said.
For freshman Azra Ali Hyder,
who is from Saudi Arabia, being
a Muslim is not about denominations.
“Muslim is a brotherhood,
a sisterhood. I love it,” Hyder
said. “I love how in Islam there is
never an intermediary between
you and God … its just you and
God and no one else.”
Melissa Stern, a junior who
said she plans to become a
Presbyterian minister, incorporates religion into her everyday
life in less conventional ways.
“I don’t think I’ve ever sat
down and consciously prayed
before,” Stern said. “I don’t think
it’s about going to church every
Sunday. I think it’s just a part of
your everyday life.”
Stern grew up in a home
of mixed religions – she has a
Jewish father and a Christian
mother – but she said religion
was never the focus of her home
life. Although she said she plans
on going to the seminary, Stern

ing, telling stories about visiting
his grandparents in Bethesda, Md.,
jokingly denouncing Georgetown
University and urging everyone to
vote for his video on Total Request
Live, an MTV music video program.
Melanie Samper, the co-chair
for Mount Vernon Programming
Council Traditional Events, said
it was hard to estimate the total
turnout because students were
coming and going throughout the
day, but she said MVPC ran out
of the 1,500 T-shirts they had on
hand to distribute to students. To
handle the above-average influx
to Mount Vernon Campus, extra
shuttles were provided to transport students throughout the
afternoon.
Samper said the theme
“Turning on Awareness” was
chosen because various student organizations – all with
goals relating to raising awareness about environmental and
political issues – approached her
about helping with Fountain Day.
Activities included a tree planting
sponsored by Green GW, voter
registration sponsored by the
College Democrats and College
Republicans and a mock refugee
camp sponsored by GW STAND.

Simone Smith, a freshman
who lives on the Mount Vernon
Campus, said she thinks Mount
Vernon Campus Life is doing a
great job of getting all students
to appreciate the smaller campus,
especially since events at Mount
Vernon Campus usually have a
smaller turnout than those held in
Foggy Bottom.
“I think people don’t always
have the time or make the effort
to come to events on the Vern,
but for the people that do show
up they have an amazing time,”
Smith said.
Mount Vernon Programming
Council, along with Program
Board and Class Council, organized the event.
Ashley Carter, a freshman
who lives at the Mount Vernon
Campus, said, “It’s been a stressful week, and it’s good to come
chill out.”
Lauren Winsten, a sophomore who lives in Foggy Bottom,
said she came mostly to hear Ben
Kweller but enjoyed all of the
activities offered.
“Honestly though, I don’t
think I would come to the Vern
unless it’s for a free concert or
another big event,” Winsten
said. n

does not necessarily want to lead
a congregation. She might want
to become an ethical advisor.
“My understanding of religion is a very personal thing,”
Stern said. “I knew I always
wanted to help people in whatever I did, and I realized the best
way I could help people was to
be a religious leader.”
Religious students on campus adhere to a wide variety of
beliefs, but many like Murphy
agree that being religious at GW
is not easy.
“Everyone thinks I’m insane
when they find out I want to be
a minister,” Stern said.
Murphy and his friends have
also encountered resistance on
campus.
“My freshman year, Knights
of Columbus helped out at the
GWAids concert and when we
did stage crew we heard someone snicker, ‘Oh, the God squad
is here,’” Murphy said.
Isaacson, Edelman, Elias and
Bloomberg all said they have not
had trouble dealing with GW
students and instead were frustrated that they are not recognized.
“It has been difficult at GW
because … we don’t get attention,” Bloomberg said.
Marcus Rubenstein, president of a new interfaith organization called the Student
Alliance for Mutual Ethics, is
the first person to hold a multi-

religious affairs position in the
Student Association. He said the
religious groups on campus do
not just tolerate each other but
embrace one another.
“The GW student population needs to know that
we enjoy being together and
that we work off each other,”
Rubenstein said.
Rubenstein, who practices
Reform Judaism, a more liberal
sect of the faith, plans to become
a rabbi, but studies all religions
in order to gain the most insight.
“Although I am Jewish,
my personal philosophy is that
there’s wisdom in all traditions and faiths,” Rubenstein
said. “There is so much genius
and knowledge in every single
one.”
The Student Alliance for
Mutual Ethics plans on holding
events where the various religious organizations on campus
can come together and interact, including a possible fair in
Kogan Plaza next year.
SA President-elect Nicole
Capp said she is very excited
for the new position Rubenstein
will be holding in the SA and for
the work SAME will be doing
this year.
“It really hasn’t been done
before,” Capp said. “It’s not
always about tolerance. You
should be embracing other
religions, not just tolerating
them.” n

10:10 PM • SAT DINNER

OPEN EARLY
& LATE
7 DAYS
24 HRS
FRI & SAT

SEA BASS
KEY LIME PIE &
CAPPUCCINO

10:10 AM

SUN BRUNCH

STEAK && EGGS,
EGGS, LATTE
LATTE
STEAK

KRAMERBOOKS “BEST DESSERTS” –Washington Blade
BRUNCH”, “BEST BOOKSTORE”
afterwords “BEST
Top
10,
washingtonpost.com
–
Cafe

1517 CONN AV
DUPONT METRO/Q ST

Grill

• BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, LATE SUPPER
• BRUNCH SAT & SUN • LIVE MUSIC WED-SAT NIGHT
• WINES BY GLASS & BOTTLE • 18 DRAFT BEERS
WWW.KRAMERS.COM
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