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U.S. News: GW
leads in financial aid
by Eric Roper
Metro News Editor
Despite falling another slot in the U.S.
News & World Report’s list of top colleges, GW remains a leader in the financial
aid section of the survey – a statistic that
administrators seem hesitant to promote.
In the 2008 issue of U.S. News & World
Report’s top colleges, released in late
August, GW’s need-based financial aid
package was ranked No. 1 in the country
– beating out Ivy League schools such as
Harvard and Columbia universities. The
list is ordered by the average need-based
package per student, which is $33,809 at
GW.
The ranking comes only several
months after GW announced it was the
first school to surpass a $50,000 price-tag
for tuition, and necessary expenses. Many
national media outlets covered the news
this year, though few mentioned GW’s
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Conservation, sheep and a love of music on display at
University President Steven Knapp's Maryland farm

high financial aid packages.
GW does not use U.S. News’ financial
aid comparison in any marketing materials, Director of Media Relations Tracy
Schario said. In a University news release
about the rankings sent out in late August
to a limited amount of campus news outlets, no mention was made of the needbased aid ranking. Schario said she was
unaware of the statistic at the time.
“I still maintain that any student, family member and parent – as they’re looking at all these different guides – they are
not going to take just one factor and say
‘That’s the end,’” Schario said.
She added that there is always room
for improvement in marketing, and a
change of focus may come under the new
administration.
“With new leadership this is exactly
what we’re doing,” Schario said. “We’re
See RANK, p. A3

Students warned
about piracy online
by Ashley Roberts
Hatchet Staff Writer
This spring GW issued cease and desist letters to 19 students for the alleged
illegal downloading of various forms
ofmedia in response to an escalated effort by the Recording Industry Association of America and other companies to
enforce copyright laws.
The RIAA sent more than 2,000 prelitigation notices to universities starting
in February, a spokesperson for the organization said. The letters instructed University officials to send cease and desist
notices to students allegedly downloading illegally. Other companies have sent
similar letters to students, threatening
lawsuits unless they comply.
At the request of HBO, GW sent a
cease and desist notice to junior Adam
Rosenbloom this May. The e-mail said

he had used “the GW network in a way
that is in violation of University policy”
and that he violated the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.
The DMCA is a federal copyright
law that outlaws the production and
dissemination of any program that circumvents copyrighted works.
Rosenbloom said he downloaded
HBO shows illegally because he likes
to watch them when he has free time,
rather than when they air.
“I respect HBO and I love their programming, but sometimes my schedule
doesn’t allow me to catch the shows at
the exact time they air,” Rosenbloom
said.
Cara Duckworth, a spokesperson for
the RIAA, said they target universities
by monitoring peer-to-peer networks
See RIAA, p. A3
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Green before his time

by David Ceasar • Senior Editor
SPARKS, Md.
ffering his lunch guests
a touch of cool watermelon on a warm Saturday afternoon, Steven
Knapp instructs his eating companions
to be careful what they throw away.
Watermelon rinds? Save them. It’s
sheep feed.
Plastic plates? Give them a scrubbing and keep them handy for later
use.
On the new University president’s
farm in suburban Maryland, those enjoying Knapp’s hospitality don’t leave
without a crash course in conservation.
Everything from food discards to flatware to even his livestock’s excrement
(used as fertilizer for the vegetable garden) serves an environmentally friendly purpose on his 6 1/2-acre property.
“So far as you can, everyone needs
to be intentionally responsible and
think about the impact they have on
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Area Safeways to
accept GWorld
by Eric Roper
Metro News Editor
Three Safeway grocery stores in Northwest D.C. will accept Colonial Cash beginning this semester, marking the first grocery
option on GWorld in more than a year.
Safeway locations at the Watergate
complex, near the Mount Vernon Campus
on McArthur Boulevard and on Wisconsin
Avenue in Georgetown will begin swiping GWorlds after a push by Student Association leaders. Since the District Market
closed in 2006, no grocery stores in the D.C.
area accepted GWorld.
The partnership was the result of a trip
by SA officials to the regional Safeway offices in Maryland, a representative from
the store said. Steve Glatter, chief of staff
for the president of the SA, said he traveled to the Safeway office in April with SA
President Nicole Capp, SA Executive Vice
President Brand Kroeger and SA Senator
Matt Cohen (U-SoB).
"We met with the CFO, and we just
explained to them the (GWorld) program:
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University President Steven Knapp's suburban Maryland abode leaves plenty of space for
badminton and several acres for livestock.
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Watergae Safeway asistant manager Joe
Valle tests a GWorld card for in preparation for the stores GWorld alliance.
what it was, why students wanted it, why
it was going to be great for them and the
community," Glatter said.
"They were just really excited about it.
And then throughout the summer we've
been following up with that, and the administration followed up on the details,"
he added.

"So far as you can,
everyone needs to be
intentionally responsible and think about
the impact they have
on the environment."
STEVEN KNAPP
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

the environment,” said Knapp, a 56year-old who just as easily can put on a
suit and loafers as he can a tan Canadian hiking hat and waterproof sandals.
Born in North Jersey, educated at
two Ivys and an Oakland, Calif. resident for 16 years, Knapp might not
seem the agrarian type. But after taking a post at Johns Hopkins University
in late 1994, the once-city dweller went
“green” – well before it became a popular movement.
With about 85 percent of his property undeveloped, Knapp could have
sold part of his back lot to be built
upon, but then-dean of Hopkins’ liberal arts school said he would have none
of that.
“Preserving green space is important,” he said. Wanting the space to
remain a pasture, he rebuffed deals to
slice off his grassy backyard.
But that wasn’t enough.
Why have a pasture if it's vegetation
served no purpose? Livestock could
live off the land, Knapp figured, and it

See KNAPP, p. A11

ONLINE: Knapp's walking campus tour • A video interview • photo slideshows and more
See SAFEWAY, p. A3

Drivers under 21 can now Zip
by Andrew Ramonas
Campus News Editor

Hatchet file photo

Zipcar is no longer only for
GW's upperclassmen.
Three cars will be made available specifically for GW Zipcar
members between the ages of 18
and 20 years old by the start of the
fall semester, according to Zipcar
and University officials.
Ellice Perez, D.C. regional vice president for
Zipcar, said the arrangement was “extremely special and
just for GW.”
“We are big
supporters of GW,”
said Perez, who is
an MBA graduate of
GW’s School of Business. “GW is a very
special place to us. This

is the only program like it across
the Zipcar world.”
Zipcar has other 18 and older
programs at colleges across the
country including Smith, Amherst
and Wellesley colleges. However,
the GW program is the first in an
“urban setting,” Perez said.
“These (programs) are just on
campuses in cities where there
is not a Zipcar office,” she said.
“These locations are more standalone and in less populated areas.”
GW students under 21 can
purchase a minimum $25 yearly
Zipcar membership and will be
granted access to a “dedicated
fleet” of three cars: a Honda Civic,
a Honda Element and a Scion XB.
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READERS NOTE
Beggining this morning The Hatchet's
website will have
a new look and expanded multimedia
features.
check it out @
www.gwhatchet.com

See ZIPCAR, p. A3
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