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An eighth swastika found overnight in Mitchell
UPD is investigating these symbols of hate around GW's Foggy Bottom campus
by Hadas Gold and Robert Lee
Hatchet Staff Writers
More than 30 people gathered in Mitchell Hall to
discuss the swastikas found on campus and to voice
their concerns over media coverage and their personal
safety on the eve of a fifth swastika being drawn in the
residence hall.
The group, comprised of students from Mitchell
Hall, Residential Advisory Council members and representatives from Jewish groups on campus, met to
discuss the first four swastikas found in the residence
hall. The next morning, another swastika was found
on freshman Sarah Marshak’s door.
“(The swastikas) make it hard to be a complete
Mitchell community,” said Amber Lewis, a senior and
RAC vice president of community standards. “We
don’t want to get the reputation of GW being a hate
crime university.”
University officials are not yet labeling the swastikas found on campus as a hate crime.
“It is easy to automatically think this is a hate
crime and we can’t jump to conclusions,” said Michelle
Sherrard, a University spokesperson.
University Police Department Chief Dolores
Stafford has not answered several phone calls for comBen Solomon/senior photo editor
ment on the most recent swastikas.
Sherrard said she could not comment on the University Police Department officers photograph a swastika on freshman Sarah
Marshak's Mitchell Hall door early Thursday morning. It was the sixth time the
See MITCHELL, p. A3
symbol has been found on her door.

ANALYSIS:

What is a hate crime?

by Jake Sherman
Editor in chief
Eight swastikas. Three locations. Eight days.
For the second time in three
weeks, Foggy Bottom is steeped
in racial tension as the symbol of
Nazism has appeared on on the doors
of one freshman, one sophomore and
a fence near the GW Hospital.
At GW, a school that is about
30 percent Jewish, furor over the
symbols has been palpable and the
perpetrator is still at large. But until

the investigation shows the intent
of the vandalism, the University
cannot label the incident as a “hate
crime.”
It is the semantics of a D.C. law
that is precluding the University
Police Department from extending
the classification of the vandalism
to a hate-related crime. The D.C.
Bias-Related Crime Act of 1989
requires investigators to determine
someone’s intent before branding
an incident as a hate crime, said
See ANALYSIS p. A3
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Men dressed
in drag participate in the
12th annual
high heel race
in Dupot
Circle Tuesday night.

Running of the drag queens
by Aya Mueller
Hatchet Staff Writer

See SECURITY, p. A5
Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

CLOSECALL

Men dressed as Audrey Hepburn,
Pocahontas and other famous females
were on full display Tuesday night at the
annual high heel race in Dupont Circle.
Hundreds of spectators – including
D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty – gathered to
see men dressed in drag sporting high
heels running through the streets. More
than 100 drag queens hurled the short
stretch between JR’s Bar and Grille and
Trio Restaurant, vying for the grand prize
of a $50 bar tab at JR’s, the de facto organizer of the race.
The event is a famed pre-Halloween
social gathering that unites the local lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender groups,
along with anyone else who cares to
join.
“I think every neighborhood needs
something like this,” said Mike Wilson,
30, a first time volunteer at the event.
“You get thousands of people out on the

street having fun in the middle of the
week. It’s just one of those events that can
bring the community together.”
The first onlookers arrived around
6 p.m., quickly crowding bars and sidewalks and then competing for spots in
the front row. Meanwhile, contestants
– headed by a mixed-gender team of
cheerleaders – flaunted their costumes
under flashing cameras.
“The High Heel Race makes absolutely no money,” said David Perruzza,
the general manager of JR’s. “We buy a
tent, we pay to clean up the street, and
we buy the volunteer T-shirts. We end
up in the hole because we pay for all the
stuff.”
At 9 p.m., police cautioned everybody “who is not wearing heels” to
get out of the way. Then the race
began, covering 100 yards and lasting
roughly 90 seconds. While the front 50
or so sprinted, the latter half merely
See DRAG, p. A6

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

An MPD officer lends at a hand during a haunted house on Halloween.
Please see story, B3.

MONEY MANAGEMENT
PART ONE OF A TWO PART SERIES EXPLORING GW'S $1.1 BILLION ENDOWMENTW'S $1.1

Endowment gets a failing grade
by Mike Phillips
Hatchet Reporter

Ben Solomon/senior photo editor

Junior Wynton Witherspoon and senior Maureece Rice swarm a University of the
District of Columbia player during GW's 74-71 win Wednesday night.

GW lags far behind other universities in social responsibility and measures
of sustainability, according to a report
released last week.
The Sustainable Endowment Institute
gave GW a D+ letter grade, down from
last year’s C-, in its second-annual College
Sustainability Report Card. More than
two-thirds of the 200 universities surveyed by the research group improved
their scores from last year and only eight
schools, including GW, saw their scores
decline.

WWW.WINGOS.COM

“We are not content with the
University’s performance to date in the
area of sustainability, and we are committed to doing better,” University President
Steven Knapp said in a statement.
The report gives universities a letter grade in eight categories. Five are
focused on campus environmental initiatives, and three on school endowment
policies.
Among local schools, American also
received a D+, while Georgetown scored a
B-. Other market basket schools like New
York University and Boston University
received a C+ and C, respectively.
The University president pointed to

the school’s newly formed sustainability
task force, announced earlier this month,
as well as the 20-year campus plan’s commitment to green building standards.
“As we continue to work together,
I am confident that the grade on our
sustainability report card will improve,”
he said.
A major contributor to GW’s poor
score was failing grades in two of the
University’s endowment categories.
According to Don Lindsey, chief
investment officer of GW’s $1.1 billion endowment, the University
See MONEY, p. A5
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY

CAMPUS
CALENDAR
THURSDAY
Tree Planting on the Vern
Join Casey Trees and Campaign GW for a day of tree
planting on the Mount Vernon
Campus.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mount Vernon Campus
Sponsored by Mount Vernon
Campus Life
Fall Film Series: Sicko
Come watch Michael Moore’s
latest documentary on the
shortcomings of the American
health care system. Must
have valid GWorld to enter.
7 to 11:45 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand
Ballroom
Sponsored by Program Board

SATURDAY
Hayride
Celebrate fall with a trip to
Germantown, Md., complete
with a hayride, bonfire and
s’mores. Space is limited, so
sign up at www.gwpb.org
5 to 9 p.m. Bus departs from
Marvin Center
Butler’s Orchard, Maryland
$6 per person
Sponsored by Program Board

SUNDAY
Turn Back Time
Celebrate the end of Daylight
Savings Time in the Hippodrome Sunday night. Enjoy free
food, bowling, billiards, prizes
and games, and come dressed
as your favorite decade.
Hippodrome
Sponsored by Colonial Night Cap

SA lobbies for better
wireless and cell coverage
Student Association President Nicole Capp announced
GW’s plans for technological improvements around the
Foggy Bottom campus, including more wireless access points
and enhanced cell phone service.
Capp, a junior, met with
Ron Bonig, vice president and
CIO of Information Systems
and Services, this month to
voice students’ frustrations
with wireless Internet access
and cell phone reception on
campus.
“Bonig was very open to the
wide variety of ideas I brought
to the table, and many updates
and changes ISS will make in
the upcoming months are a direct result of these ideas and
student concerns,” Capp said.
Updates to current technology will include 30 new wireless access points across campus as well as improvements to
current wireless access points
at the Elliott School and Marvin Center within in the next
six months, according to an SA
news release.
“I am especially excited for
the additional GWireless access
points being added around
campus,” Capp said. “The new
hot spots will increase the areas
on campus suitable for studying or holding meetings.”
Capp also lobbied for improved cell phone service on
campus. She said the University conducted an engineering
survey to study wireless reception on campus.
“As a result of its findings,
negotiations began to place an
additional cell tower above
various halls,” she said.
ISS is also working on a
project that will merge the
MyGW and GWired web portals into a single interface.
“We are working on a project called the 'Unified Web
Presence' for GW that will
streamline the existing GW
Web properties into a more
useful resource for students,”

SUNDAY

HIGH 61 | LOW 42

HIGH 61 | LOW 39

FOUR DAY
FORECAST
HIGH 70 | LOW 43

HIGH 59 | LOW 41

Eric Roper – Metro News Editor (eroper@gwhatchet.com)
Elise Kigner – Campus News Editor (ekigner@gwhatchet.com)
Andrew Ramonas – Campus News Editor (aramonas@gwhatchet.com)
Nathan Grossman – Assistant News Editor (ngrossman@gwhatchet.com)

SANOTE

SATURDAY

Bonig said.
Student leaders will also receive an increased e-mail quota
as a result of Capp’s meetings
with ISS.
“(Nicole and I) discussed
the possibility of having the
student leaders for all chartered student organizations
to have an increased quota if
it helps to run their chartered
student organization,” Bonig
said.
ISS is looking into changing the e-mail system from Colonial Mail to Google or Microsoft, Capp said.
“Technology plays a larger
role in students’ lives today,”
Capp said. “The students deserve upgrades in many areas
including cell phone coverage,
wireless capability and e-mail
quotas. I brought these issues
to the attention of the university and the results are here.”
– Emily Cahn

SNAPSHOT Ghostly George

GREEKBRIEF
Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Alpha Kappa Psi returns to
campus, holds recruitment
The coed business fraternity Alpha Kappa Psi held its
first recruitment event this
week and hopes to receive a
charter from its national organization early next year.
“We are currently aiming
to recruit what will become
the founding fathers of the GW
chapter,” said Casey Pond, Alpha Kappa Psi chapter president.
Pond said that potential
pledges are enthusiastic about
joining the fraternity. Fortyseven individuals attended the
fraternity’s first recruitment
event.
“(We had) many more emails to tell us that they were
interested but could not make
it the first night,” Pond said.
“Obviously we have minimum
amounts we need to start a
chapter, but we are expecting
to pin anywhere from 30 to 60
new colonists. It’s really hard
to know how many people to
expect to come out to a brand
new organization.”

Little George and Big George dance to Michael Jackson's "Thriller" during halftime
at the men's basketball exhibition game against University of the District of Columbia Wednesday night. GW won the game 74-71 in overtime.

Alpha Kappa Psi was
originally chartered at GW in
1933, but left the University
in the late 1970s. The chapter began to recolonize this
year, with its first 19 members
“pinned” as colonists by the
national organization on the
Oct. 17.
As a discipline-specific
fraternity, Alpha Kappa Psi
emphasizes the business aspect of their organization.
“Alpha Kappa Psi gives
business-oriented individuals a chance to network with
people who are going into

the same field as them, rather
than individuals with majors
scattered all the way across
the board,” Pond said.
A coed organization, Alpha Kappa Psi currently has 11
male and 9 female members.
Pond underlined the positive
aspects of this relationship.
“We are a fairly genderequal organization at this
point, and I would personally
like to keep it that way, as it
enriches the experience of a
coed professional fraternity.”
Pond also stressed the importance of founding a person-

Corrections
In "More swastikas found on door" (Oct. 29,
p. A1), The Hatchet misidentified Robert
Wexler (D-Fla.) as Henry Wexler.

al chapter on the GW campus.
“Obviously there are national traditions of Alpha
Kappa Psi, but anyone who
is in a Greek organization
knows that each individual
chapter creates their own tradition,” he said. “We, along
with the colonists we pin this
rush period, will be able to
create that tradition, and that
is something very exciting.”
Founded at New York
University in 1904, Alpha
Kappa Psi is the largest business fraternity in.
– Alyssa Vincent-Hill

In "Hip-hop artists say music benefits the
community" (Oct. 29, p. A3), The Hatchet erroneously reported that Christina Anderson
is the chair of United Nations Association.
She was the chair the Bridging the Gap Conference and is only a member of the UNA.

GW ENGINEERING

Engineering
graduate programs
plus PMP preparation?
Try that on for size.
At GW’s School of Engineering and Applied
Science we understand the importance of project
management skills in today’s competitive job
market. So we give you PMP preparation side-byside with our top-tier graduate programs.
Moreover, GW offers graduate engineering classes
in the evening taught by our prestigious faculty—
right here—in downtown DC.
A GW Graduate Credential plus PMP
preparation—that’s a double advantage.
Departments of the GW School of Engineering
and Applied Science:
• Civil & Environmental Engineering
• Computer Science
• Electrical & Computer Engineering
• Engineering Management & Systems Engineering
• Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering

www.gwu.edu/gradinfo
G11020

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION INSTITUTION CERTIFIED TO OPERATE IN VA BY SCHEV.

Open House
Wednesday, November 7
6:00 pm
Tompkins Hall
725 23rd Street, NW
Metro: Orange/Blue line to
Foggy Bottom

Rsvp Today!
202.994.1802
engopnhs@gwu.edu
www.seas.gwu.edu/openhouse
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News

Church falls victim to arson
Burnt basement
hosted student orgs.,
homeless meals

Pastor John Wimberly stands in the now charred basement of the Western Presbyterian
Church on 24th and G streets. The church was victim to an arson early Tuesday morning.
possibility.”
The basement is regularly used by Christians,
Muslims, Ethiopians and homeless people. Wimberly said the attack could have been directed at
any of these groups.
“The fifth option is that it’s none of the above

and it’s just someone who wants to burn down
a building,” Wimberly said. “And there’s people
like that.”
A spokesperson for the U.S. Attorney’s Office
said an arson incident that causes more than $200
in damages is classified as a felony. 

Many students said if Mitchell had cameras
in the halls like neighboring Thurston Hall, the
perpetrator or perpetrators could be caught.
There are several surveillance cameras on each
floor in Potomac House.
Erik Anderson, the community director,
said discussions about installing more cameras
in Mitchell Hall have been revitalized at the
upper levels, but he said he does not know the
status of those talks.
Students also voiced concerns over the
increasing media coverage, and the effect this
has on future incidents.

“Especially after it was in The Hatchet and a lot
of people knew about it and (University) President
Steven Knapp made a statement, she has become a
target because she has been so open about it,” freshman Glenna Schubert said. “It makes me worried
that if we keep it on the news…it’s going to spread;
it really should not have spread.”
RAC President Justin Hollimon, a sophomore, said students should be encouraged to
come forward if they have any information.
He said, “We need to encourage people to
speak up.” 
–Andrew Ramonas contributed to this report.
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scope of the University’s investigation into the five
swastikas found at Mitchell Hall and the two additional swastikas discovered at Potomac House and
on a fence near the GW Hospital. She added that
UPD is patrolling every residence hall.
Although Marshak was not present at the
Mitchell Hall meeting, students expressed their
concern for her and for their own safety.

w
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they know more than they’re
saying.”
Sarah Marshak, the freshman who has seen five swastikas appear on her door in the
past week, said she is also in
the dark about UPD’s efforts.
Although they have picked her
brain about possible suspects,
she said investigators have
told her little else.
“I would like to see a few
cameras in my hall,” said
Marshak, who is also a Hatchet
reporter.
Julie Fernandes, the senior
council at the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights,
said this incident is a clear-cut
example of a hate crime.
“They should say something publicly about (the investigation),” said Fernandes, “If
it were me at GW, I would ask
‘What are we not doing right?
Why are people using swastikas?’”
Even if intent is not determined, the incident would
likely be considered vandalism – typically a misdemeanor
in the District.
Knapp will speak at Hillel’s
Sabbath dinner Friday. Rob
Fishman, the organization’s
director, said he is alarmed by
the virulent bigotry in the last
month – including the satirical
anti-Muslim fliers that were
posted three weeks ago, swastikas that were drawn this
week and a church on Virginia
Avenue that was almost set
ablaze.
“These are all acts of bigotry of some sort. These are
all hate crimes,” Fishman
said Wednesday. “They are all
within four blocks of campus.
Something needs to be investigated more fully. This seems
to be spreading into a community.”
He added, “The student
body isn’t scared. If we can
overlook this, this is kind of
scary to me.”

DON’T MISS THE MOVIE THAT WILL HAVE EVERYONE TALKING!

Ben Solomon/senior photo editor

from p. A1

w

from p.A1

| A3

Like a fortune cookie, twice weekly
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ANALYSIS
Charles Barber, an attorney in
GW’s Office of the General
Counsel.
UPD
is
investigating
and the Metropolitan Police
Department is not involved,
University President Steven
Knapp said in an interview
with The Hatchet Wednesday.
He said revealing details about
the investigation could damage the efforts and declined on
several occasions to do so.
But at Columbia University
Wednesday, a swastika was
spray painted on the door of
a professor and now the New
York Police Department is
investigating.
“Clearly this action is a
serious hate crime, and just
as clearly (Teacher ’s College)
and its faculty members are
the focus of a malicious campaign to cause fear,” wrote the
graduate school’s President
Susan Fuhrman and Provost
Tom James in an e-mail to students Wednesday.
Mark Potok, a civil rights
expert at the Southern Poverty
Law Center in Birmingham,
Ala., said the University
should contact MPD. But
Knapp insisted UPD is capable
and vested with the power to
investigate.
David Friedman, a spokesperson from the D.C. chapter of the Anti-Defamation
League, said that by not providing investigation updates
to the University, it could perpetuate the feeling of angst
– one that transparency could
easily fix.
“They are clearly being
very careful for some reason,”
Friedman said. “It may be that
they’re very cautious, reading
the law very narrowly, listening to legal counsel or maybe

by Eric Roper
Metro News Editor
District officials are investigating
an arson that could potentially have destroyed a church near campus Tuesday
morning.
The basement of the Western Presbyterian Church on 24th and G streets was
set ablaze for several minutes at about
3:30 a.m. Tuesday. The D.C. Arson Task
force – which consists of the Fire Department, Metropolitan Police Department,
and the Bureau of Tobacco and Firearms
– is investigating the matter.
An unknown perpetrator jumped
over a steel fence and knocked a hole
in a double-pane Plexiglass window in
the basement of the building, said pastor John Wimberly. They then poured
gasoline into the room and lit it with a
match.
The fire quickly climbed up the
walls and was extinguished soon after
by a sprinkler above the window. MPD,
D.C. Fire and the University Police Department responded to a fire alarm.
“The arson (task force) said the intent was to burn the church down,”
Wimberly said. “They said if you want
to burn a building down, you start at the
basement.”
Wimberly added the church has
received no threats since the incident,
which leads him to think it wasn’t a hate
crime.
Miriam’s Kitchen – an organization
that feeds homeless people – hosts breakfast in the basement every weekday.
Wimberly said that around 4 a.m.
homeless people gathered outside the
church helped remove water collecting
on the floor. He estimated the cost of the
damage to be several thousand dollars.
The GW Muslim Students' Association holds prayer services in the basement of the church every Friday. Sophomore Deena Elmaghrabi, vice president
of the MSA, said about 100 students pray
there every week.
She said she does not think the arson
was an attack on her organization, though
she cannot rule out the possibility.
“I honestly don’t know (the intentions), because it could be directed at
the church, it could be directed at us,”
Elmaghrabi said.
She added, “I guess in a situation
like this you just have to be open to any
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Additional savings just for college and trade
school students, recent grads and grad students

2008 Ford Focus

“A TRULY GREAT
DOCUMENTARY.”
-Larry King, CNN
WINNER
BIOGRAFILM AWARD
EICU AWARD • FIPRESCI AWARD

VENICE

F I L M F E S T I VA L

A JONATHAN DEMME PICTURE

W R I T T E N , P R O D U C E D A N D D I R E C T E D B Y J O N AT H A N D E M M E
PEACE IS POSSIBLE. GO TO WWW.PARTICIPATE.NET TO FIND OUT MORE. WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS

START NOVEMBER 2

WASHINGTON, DC

LANDMARK’S
E STREET CINEMA
E Street & 11 St. N.W.
(202) 452-7672

MARYL AND

VIRGINIA

LANDMARK’S BETHESDA AMC LOEWS
SHIRLINGTON 7
ROW CINEMA
7235 Woodmont Ave.
(301) 652-7273

Arlington, VA
800-FANDANGO #801

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.JIMMYCARTERMANFROMPLAINS.COM
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It's getting scarier and scarier every second
– 6-year-old Maurice Samibaja at a haunted house held
by the Metropolitan Police Department for local children
at its 2nd District station.

Lizzie Wozobski – Opinions Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Diana Kugel – Contributing Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)

Resisting the scandalous urge

editorial
Inflammatory acts must
be addressed
As much as the topic of race and tolerance
has been exhausted recently on our campus,
the past week has seen an increase in tensions
fueled by the appearance of swastikas at several locations on campus. While it is not yet
known who is guilty of this vandalism or the
circumstances surrounding it, it is vital that the
administration is open with the student body
about the ongoing investigation and efforts to
curb future instances.
The instances of swastikas appearing on
campus have been upsetting and disturbing to
the entire GW community. The administration
has made clear its disapproval of such acts but
even more than that, it must let students know
what is being done to stop such occurrences.
Without compromising the investigation, it
would reassure the community to know which
measures, such as added University Police Department presence or the installation of security cameras, are being taken.
While the Islamo-Facism Awareness
Week postering incident does not exactly mirror the current situation, we can learn from the
reactions to the former event. In that instance,
the actual posters were only posted for a few
hours, but our community was left to deal with
the aftermath. People got caught up in the terminology of the issue, and the actual posters,
satirical or not, were lost in the shuffle.
This time, our community is facing a hateful symbol that has been found seven times in
Foggy Bottom during a weeklong period. It is
important that we do not get lost in the technicalities but that the GW community expresses
its disapproval of the inflammatory acts, regardless of the smaller details. There are very
few instances under which a swastika can be
regarded as not hateful.
This sudden rash of hateful acts on our
campus is not a fair representation of what our
university stands for and we must not allow
ourselves to be defined by a few isolated individuals. It is necessary that students and the
rest of the community unite to make it known
that hateful acts are not typical of GW and that
such instances will not be tolerated.

How does a situation transform into hysteria?
Controversies reported in the media are analogous to a rash. As much as we know scratching it
is only going to make it worse – making it more
inflamed and widespread – we can hardly control
ourselves.
It feels so good, at least at first, to satiate
the urge to scratch, but
in the end, we know that
no good will come from
this. Most of the time, we
do not even know what
the rash is, let alone the
effects of our probing it.
Such is the case with sensitive situations that can
instantaneously turn into
protracted scandals. And
such is the case on our
DAVID
campus the past month.
CEASAR
This University was
in the national spotlight a
couple weeks ago because
of the Muslim poster incident, in which a liberal group satirized a conservative group’s beliefs and decision to hold IslamoFascism Awareness Week. In the past week, we
garnered regional news coverage for a series of
swastikas drawn in two residence halls and near
the hospital.
At face value, both of these acts were offensive
and deserved attention from the campus community. The highly charged situations spun out
of control and the many actors responsible for the
near hysteria could not help but continue scratching at the metaphorical rash.
Who was responsible for the escalation of the
situations?
Well, most everyone is to blame. In the Islamic
posters case: certainly the group of seven students
who distributed the fliers, but also the recipients
of the attack, the Young America’s Foundation.

The pro-peace group, led by Adam Kokesh, poorly
planned their parody of YAF by designing a poster
that confused rather than informed. It took several
days for most to understand that the words and
images were satirical. Many got caught up in the
excitement and jumped to the conclusion that the
papers were outright hate speech – despite the
absurd nature of what was said.
YAF activists at GW and nationally could have
taken the high ground and not let the situation
devolve, but instead two members went on Fox
News’ “Hannity and Colmes” to duke it out with
Kokesh. What a pitiful sight that was! Screaming,
interrupting, mud-slinging. It was more on par
with an elementary school food fight than a conversation between college-educated adults.
Albeit entertaining, the group embarrassed
many at our University. A friend of mine – who
first learned of the incident in a cab near Boston
and, after his flight, again in a cab outside Reagan
National Airport – said he felt humiliated to be
associated with this school.
Much of the media did a good job handling
this electric situation. Unfortunately, confusion
arose over University President Steven Knapp’s
response among The Washington Times’ staff and
YAF higher-ups. The GW administration consistently said the students responsible would go
before Student Judicial Services, but both the
conservative newspaper and national organization
weren’t able to or chose not to understand that
simple fact.
Consequently, our University got more egg on its
face as the Times – joined by many right-wing bloggers
– besmirched our school’s leaders. One online poster
called a GW employee “a bimbo leftist nutcase.”
The more recent challenge to our school’s
mettle targeted not Muslims, but Jews. Though not
(yet) attracting national attention, the recent spate
of swastikas has also gotten many groups up in
arms, including the Jewish community, the Anti-

Defamation League and especially the media.
Local television reporters scoured campus
earlier this week, interviewing students and officials. Satellite dishes extended out of news trucks
blocked out part of the sky on F Street. Our campus – once again, and even worse than before –
became a media circus.
In all fairness, The Hatchet is possibly to blame
as well. This newspaper was the first to report on
the initial, isolated swastika drawn on a dry-erase
board in Mitchell Hall on Oct. 23. Perhaps a doodle
on a marker board wasn’t worth publishing in
our print and online editions, and, perhaps, the
subsequent offenses were in response to our coverage of the act. Someone drawing such a hateful
image might be sick enough to want the attention.
[Editor’s note: David Ceasar is not involved with
the news gathering operation at The Hatchet but
writes opinions and serves on the editorial board.]
Professor Judith Vajda, who teaches a course
on the psychology of crime and violence, said the
unceasing recurrence of the swastikas could be
spurred on by the media coverage. “There is the
possibility that an individual would engage in a
‘copycat’ crime in order to vicariously obtain a
psychological thrill from even more media attention. It is also possible that the same person is
engaging in the behavior.”
She added, however, that “without knowing more about the individual(s),” it is impossible to make an informed evaluation of what is
really going on. And that is a key common thread
between the two incidents at GW – that, at the
beginning of a controversy, no one really knows
what’s at play.
Administrators, students, victims and the media
can pick away at this rash, but, in reality, we’re only
inflaming something we know little about.
–The writer, a graduate student pursuing a master’s in political management, is The Hatchet's senior
editor.

In defense of D.C.'s zone system

Increased e-mail storage
should be available to all
Student Association President Nicole Capp
and representatives of Information Systems and
Services announced this week that student leaders will have the opportunity to receive an enlarged e-mail quota through the Colonial Mail
system. While other plans for technological
advancements on campus came from the interaction between these two parties, the question
remains: why can’t all GW students have access
to improvements to the Colonial Mail system?
Furthermore, what steps are being taken to better the GW e-mail system as a whole?
The small storage capacity of the GW
system has already led many students and
faculty members to make the switch to other email providers. Most students, even those not
deemed “student leaders,” have the basic need
for an adequate e-mail provider. It seems if the
technology is in place to certain of students to
have increased capacity on their Colonial Mail,
it should serve as a springboard to offer the
upgrade to the entire community of system
users.
Officials have been examining the possibility of changing the current arrangement
to Google or Microsoft mail systems for more
than a year. It is time for administrators to stop
dragging their feet on a move that will easily
improve student satisfaction with the current
Internet services. Security issues are valid concerns but other universities nationwide have
made the switch with praise for the new systems as a whole, enabling their students to
have a better option when it comes to their inboxes.

QUOTABLE

Focus on debate distracting from real issues in the District
If you are reading this on the
Assuming most GW students
use the taxi system to go to local
way to Capitol Hill by yourself
clubs, it is easy to examine the
and traveling by cab, you will pay
costs of alternative systems. New
$6.50 when you disembark. I know
that for a fact, unless you are comYork City charges $2.50 as a flat
muting at rush hour, it is
fee, with 40 cents per
fifth of a mile or a minsnowing or you are carrying some baggage, in
ute of idling. New York
SAUMYA
which case the fare will
taxis also charge a night
be slightly higher. The
NARECHANIA surcharge of 50 cents.
zone system is someUnder that system, a
thing I have learned
trip from Ivory Tower
and come to love as a
to Madam’s Organ (a
fairly central Adams Morgan desD.C. resident. I know where each
zone starts and stops and I know
tination) would cost $8.20, assumhow to use the system, and I am
ing about two minutes of idle time.
guessing most upperclassmen at
This compares to the $8.80 that a
GW can effectively utilize the curGW student would pay under the
rent scheme too.
current rules. If the trip deparIt is not only about knowture point is changed to Thurston,
ing how to use the zones to your
though, the New York system fare
jumps to about $9.00. These two
advantage, it is that the zones
zone trips do not really give any
are beneficial for Foggy Bottom
substantial evidence that the meter
residents for its central location
system benefits students, unless
and students in particular because
of the places we tend to travel.
more than one passenger is in the
car and Washington agrees not to
Conventional knowledge has led
charge for those extra people.
many to believe that GW students
will benefit from the change to a
One-zone trips are less relevant
for students because of the use of
meter system because we don’t
take cabs for long distance trips.
4-RIDE. The other parts of zone
one, downtown and Capitol Hill,
Then again conventional knowledge said that there were weapons
will be most likely frequented during the day for internships and
of mass destruction in Iraq. At some
point conventional knowledge told
normally reached by metro. Thus,
we get into the longer three- and
me Carrot Top was funny.

four-zone trips that are, by all
problem facing Washington right
accounts, going to be more expennow. The city board could be more
sive than the current system fares.
focused on getting the District a
To me, it seems that GW students
Congressional vote or fighting the
would be either breaking even or
AIDS problems in parts of the city
losing money as the switch occurs.
instead of changing a system that
Plus, most of us have the ability to
seems to mollify only tourists and
use the zone system to our benefit
a few critics who are more misguided than Stephen Colbert is in
and not get taken advantage of.
My opponents might say we
his run for president.
can’t apply New York City fares
There is no need to change
because we’re not going to be
the system we have, and it probausing
those
bly wouldn’t
have
hapfares – that we
pened
this
do not know
prices
rapidly if Sen.
what
I welcome change, but I just Carl Levin
we are going
to be charged. do not think the taxi sys- (D-Mich.) did
I would agree
not mandate
with them too tem is the most pressing that Mayor
– we do not problem facing Washington
Adrian Fenty
what
know
make a deciright now.
sion. Then,
is going to be
charged or how
when Fenty
made
the
the meter sysdecision, GW students lost some
tem is going to be implemented.
New York was just an easy exammoney in the long term. Meters are
ple as an East Coast city that uses
not advantageous to us; if anything
meters. But since we do not know
they hurt our wallets and pockethow the meter system is going to
books. We can try to stop the meter
work, people should not be celsystem before it gets going – maybe
ebrating this change. Please do not
we can even redirect attention to a
mistake me for Russian President
more worthy cause.
–The writer is a senior majoring
Vladimir Putin; but I welcome
change, I just do not think the
in conflict and security.
taxi system is the most pressing

letters to the editor
Don’t bag MPD
In reading Monday’s Letters to the Editor (Oct.
29, A4), I laughed at the two letters from students
complaining that students were going to start getting
ticketed for jaywalking. As a police officer, my job
includes enforcing traffic law as much as any other law.
I love the argument that police should be out focusing
on “real crimes” and leave the poor jaywalkers alone.
No, you don’t need mommy to hold your hand
and yes, you should have learned how to cross the
street in kindergarten. The only difference between
now and when you were a kid is that you are now
old enough to be held accountable for your actions.
You don’t want to receive a ticket, then don’t jaywalk,.
It’s as easy as that. Further, don’t try to pass the blame
of vehicle versus pedestrian collisions solely on the
driver. Yes, 14 percent of fatalities occur because of
unsafe speed and failing to yield the right of way, but
pedestrians also have a responsibility to yield the right
of way, hence we have electronic signals with hands
telling us when we can walk and when we can’t.
And just because you haven’t seen the
Metropolitan Police Department pulling over motorists
and citing them doesn't mean it’s not happening
because a majority of police enforcement happens
outside the public view. Worry about what you are
doing and don’t complain when the police do their job.
If you get caught then it's your bad, not theirs.
Investigator Rick Gendreau
Alumnus
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Reason Against Racism
As shown by The Hatchet’s numerous
articles regarding “racially insensitive” behavior,
I’m afraid that some of us are overreacting,
blowing these occurrences out of proportion and
drawing conflict from where it scarcely exists.
For example, not a week goes by where I don’t
see something obscene written on someone’s
door-mounted whiteboard. I offer my most
sincere condolences to the student victimized by
the senseless swastika drawing and to my friends
in the greater Jewish community for any offense
they have felt from it.
At the same time, I’ve walked past more than
one whiteboardswastika in my day, but even more
phallic symbols. Yet, there has been no outcry at
the number of these drawn on whiteboards across
campus nor breasts, nor the ever popular “poop.”
Arguably, the symbol of a sadistic regime is more
offensive than a wiener, especially to our Jewish
students who fully recognize the pure evil that
the Nazi symbol represents. Still, many Jews and
non-Jews alike simply clean off their whiteboards
and dismiss whatever nonsense written on them
as trivial and move on.
As for the case of the Hitler photo used in
a residence hall campaign, I was amazed at the
tenacity with which Micah Lubens was attacked
by those in his own Jewish community. As students
like Lubens blatantly ridicule people like Hitler, I
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think we should put these “racial controversies”
into perspective rather than jump at the mention
of a swastika or Hitler’s picture. Two years ago
I left an employer because my boss repeatedly
called me a wetback, spick and beaner. I didn’t
publish my account in the local paper. I cleaned
off my whiteboard and moved on as a more
mature and dignified person, leaving the racists
to themselves. Amid swastikas, Hitler pictures
and a week-long attack on Islamic world powers,
I can only advise that the GW community do the
same. I hope that we can ignore callings like one
published in a letter to the Hatchet on Oct. 29 to
“Get mad. Get angry.” It is from such madness
and anger that true racism is espoused.
Sammy Lopez
Junior
Just the Facts
Two recent articles published in The Hatchet,
“Protest disrupts District” (Oct. 22, A1) and “Bar
Belle: M St. Anarchy” (Oct. 25, 7) documented the
October Rebellion which marched through the streets
of Georgetown on the night of Oct. 19. Both authors
were mistaken about the purpose and message of the
protest, as both said that the protesters themselves
were neoliberalists.
The Hatchet has its facts wrong. Neoliberalists
are generally supportive of economically liberal
policies including free trade, privatization and less

regulation of and restrictions on businesses. The
protesters were anti-neoliberalists. More specifically,
they were against the neoliberalists who run the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
One major purpose of the Rebellion’s many activities
that weekend was to, in their own words, “confront
neoliberalism.” If the authors had done any bit of
research at all on the group, they would never have
missed this vital fact.
I am disappointed that GW students and
Hatchet staff cannot identify neoliberalism and
neglected their research. This appears to show a
one-sided viewpoint on this issue, so ignorant of the
other side that they cannot accurately report on why
the October Rebellion was protesting. But perhaps
it also reflects poorly on the University itself. The
political ignorance that causes someone to call the
same group of people anarchists and neoliberalists
is troubling, especially when so many GW students
are interested in future careers in politics.
The protest didn't fail because of violence, it
failed because observers were not able nor willing to
understand key arguments of the protesters, and this
is a very upsetting thing. The anti-neoliberalism and
anti-globalization movements are growing voices,
and our generation should have just as strong an
exposure to and understanding of these movements
as they do of their opposition.
Anna Woodbury
Sophomore
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Foggy Bottom residents respond to Knapp's goals
Pres. stressed
moving on from
rocky past
by Harald Olsen
Hatchet Staff Writer
University President Steven
Knapp made big promises to community members Tuesday night
during his first appearance at a
Foggy Bottom Association meeting.
About 60 Foggy Bottom residents gathered in the basement of
St. Stephen Martyr Church to hear
the president speak and answer
questions from the audience. The
FBA, a community organization,
has traditionally been critical of
GW’s expansion, and Knapp said
he cannot change the University’s
past relationship with the community.
In a short speech, Knapp
stressed the University’s research
efforts and his goals for environmental sustainability and community involvement. He then
responded to audience concerns.
“I can’t take responsibility for
what has been done in the past,”
Knapp said in response to a ques-

tion from ANC 2A chairman L.
Asher Corson. “I have to look forward because I’m new.”
Many audience members were
particularly concerned about the
disruptive effect of student noise in
the neighborhood. Past complaints
have resulted in the establishment
of “Quiet Zones,” and Knapp was
eager to assure neighbors that GW
was trying to control late-night
disturbances.
“I really do think we need to
go out of our way to make sure we
do everything we can to minimize
the impact of students on the community,” Knapp said.
Staff members from GW’s
Office of Community Relations and
the Dean of Students joined Knapp
at the meeting. They addressed
several concerns including 4-RIDE
being used for transporting drunk
students and the recent IslamoFascism Awareness Week poster
controversy.
Between statements about the
recent events, Knapp reiterated
that he was a new leader and a
new face of the University.
Joy Howell, the president of the
Foggy Bottom Association, asked
Knapp about the future of the
recently approved 20-year Campus
Plan. “You’ve heard the term 'broken promises' here tonight. Will
you commit as the president of the
University to following the letter of

SECURITY
from p. A1
Stafford said.
For security reasons, Stafford
could not provide The Hatchet with
an official number of security cameras.
The Hatchet has counted a combined total of almost 100 security cameras in Thurston Hall and New Hall,
which are two of the largest residence
halls at GW. A 2002 Hatchet investigation revealed the Marvin Center contains more than 100 digital security
cameras.
Local schools also use cameras in
patrolling their campuses. American
uses about 85 cameras to uphold security on its 85-acre campus and has
plans to upgrade its own security
systems.
AU Director of Public Safety
Michael McNair said these cameras
help the university better monitor
security on campus.
“An additional set of eyes out
there on campus … is very reliable
and extremely effective in patrolling
the campus,” he said.
Georgetown, which occupies

the campus plan?”
Knapp replied, “Yes,” which
was met with applause from the
audience.
The Campus Plan lays out the
specifics of GW construction for
the next two decades and sets a
cap on the number of students
who can live in Foggy Bottom.
The only disagreement of the
night came when Knapp addressed
questions from Larry Mrozinski,
a member of the Foggy Bottom
Association’s Board of Directors.
Mrozinski asked Knapp why he
had not disciplined the students
who put up the fliers protesting
Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week.
“Instill in these young people
that they live in a community and
to act civilly,” Mrozinski said.
Knapp denied having ever
promised to have a hand in disciplining the students, and said he
would abide by the decision of
Student Judicial Services.
“We have due process and it’s
not responsible for the president
to take over when this issue has
become a political hot potato,”
Knapp said. “I never said I was
going to expel anybody.”
Laetitia Combrinck, who has
lived near campus for 28 years,
spoke about the tumultuous
relationship between the Foggy
Bottom Association and the
University during the administra-

more than 100 acres, recently finished
improving its own surveillance system.
“This summer we completed
an upgrade of the Department of
Public Safety’s communications center, equipping it with video monitors and state-of-the-art equipment
to better monitor security and cameras throughout campus,” said Julie
Green Bataille, a spokesperson for
Georgetown.
Bataille could not give an exact
number of cameras but said GU has
added more cameras in recent years
to more effectively address crime on
university property.
The line between campus security
and student privacy remains to be
drawn.
Arthur Spitzer, legal director of
the American Civil Liberties Union
for the National Capital Area, said the
widespread use of cameras throughout campuses is a “tremendous overreaction to people’s fears.”
“Privacy is a valuable part of what
we have as Americans, and when surveillance cameras are placed everywhere but the bathroom, it’s unjustified,” he said.
Spitzer said he could understand
the placement of surveillance cameras

T H E G E OR G E WA S H I N G TO N U N I V E R S I T Y
L AW S C H O O L

The 5th Annual
Cohen & Cohen
Mock Trial
Competition Finals
Wednesday, November 7, 2007, 1:30pm
Law School ■ Lerner Moot Courtroom ■ 2000 H Street, NW, 1st Floor

Presided over by Judge James Roberston,
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
Reception to Follow ■ All Are Invited to Attend
The Cohen & Cohen is the premier Mock Trial Competition
at the Law School. The Finals pit two teams of two law
students against one another. The Competition is sponsored
by the law firm of Cohen & Cohen, P.C., a boutique personal
injury firm in Washington, D.C., managed by Wayne Cohen,
a professorial lecturer of law at GW. The firm includes
Mr. Cohen’s wife, Jill, and was recently named one of the top
firms in the District by The Washingtonian magazine.
Capital Reporting Company will raffle off a five-day, fournight stay at The Canyons Grand Summit in Park City, Utah,
to one lucky attendee. To participate, simply complete a
raffle ticket at the Competition. The recipient must be
present to win. Please RSVP to Dean David Johnson,
Director of Advocacy Programs, at djohnson@law.gwu.edu if
you wish to attend.

Wayne Cohen addresses the competitors prior to the 2006
Cohen & Cohen Competition.
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University President Steven Knapp spoke to Foggy Bottom Association members at St. Stephen
Martyr Church Tuesday. He said he hopes to forge a new relationship with community members.
tion of Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.
She predicted that Knapp will
have a warmer reception.
“He’s coming at a time when the
ideals set maybe 10 to 15 years ago
are coming to fruition,” Combrinck

in more justified areas, such as around
ATMs, but that anywhere else does
nothing more than give students a
“false sense of security.”
Alexine Zacarias, a freshman living
in Thurston Hall, said she feels strange
even doing her laundry knowing that
there are four cameras on her floor that
monitor her every movement.
“I would understand maybe one
camera right outside of the elevators,
but four cameras on every floor is a
little extreme and not really necessary,” Zacarias said.
There is a debate as to whether
the surveillance actually deters crime.
In September, security cameras
helped identify a male youth who
committed several burglaries in Ivory
Tower and New Hall.
While Stafford said that the security cameras have produced more successful security measures on campus,
Spitzer said installing more cameras
on campus is not a solution for stopping crime at GW.
“Cameras are notoriously ineffective for preventing crime and catching
criminals,” he said.
He added, “If I were the president
of GW, I would not be putting surveillance cameras all across campus, let
alone in dormitories.” 

said, in regard to the end of fighting
with the community over possible
construction projects.
Commenting at the end of
the question and answer session,
16-year resident of Foggy Bottom

MONEY
from p. A1
ranked poorly because University policy forbids disclosing GW’s holdings. He said disclosing endowment strategies could jeopardize the
University’s ability to make effective investments.
“The only disadvantage I can see is potentially revealing some of your strategies that others
might want to pursue as well,” Lindsey said.
GW was one of several universities that
scored poorly in the report card’s endowment
categories. More than half of the universities surveyed by the Sustainable Endowment Institute
received an ‘F’ in the endowment categories.
Socially responsible investing is a good idea,
Lindsey said, but it would not be easy to divest
from companies because of the difficulty in tracking companies’ investments.
“It’s becoming more and more difficult to follow the divestment practice because companies
are now so global,” he said.
Senior Matt Brokman, chair of the Student
Association’s Socially Responsible Initiatives
Commission, said that with such a large endowment,
the University should try to use its financial leverage.
“We should be making an effort to use that
money responsibly,” he said.
The University also received two C’s and two
D’s for it’s environmental efforts. The report, based

Anne Harvey complimented him
on his composure.
Harvey said, “He was very
low-key but very comprehensive.
He was a listener. Hopefully he’ll
follow through.” 

on information gathered over the summer, did not
note the University’s new green building commitment. Under that program, all construction will be
required to a score at least 16 points on the LEED
scale, the industry’s green-building standard.
Maggie Desmond, director of Green Initiatives
for the SA and president of Green GW, said the
grade the University received for its environmental efforts was unfair and did not represent the
commitments the school has made.
“I don’t think a drop in our score is justifiable,” she said. “If anything, we’ve really made
improvements over the past year.”
Desmond said she expected next year’s score
to be much better.
Mark Olowski, executive director of the
Sustainable Endowment Institute, said the
University does seem to be making some strides,
but noted that the score is still quite low.
“It doesn’t really put GW at the top of the
scale, some schools have much more aggressive
policies,” Olowski said.
He added, “There’s certainly room for
improvement. The University just hasn’t really
seized the leadership initiative yet.”
Olowski said he is pleased to hear that the
University was implementing green building
standards and praised the recent formation of a
Sustainability Task Force, calling it a “step in the
right direction.”
GW’s sustainability task force will release its
report in June of 2008, outlining opportunities for
improvement. 

The GW Hatchet

A6 | Thursday, November 1, 2007
Disorderly Conduct
10/28/07 - University Mall 12:53 a.m. - case closed
University Police Department
officers observed a female
individual urinating next to a
GW building. When they approached her, the woman
explained that she could not
wait to use the bathroom. The
individual was unaffiliated with
GW and she was subsequently
barred from campus.
Subject barred from campus
10/28/07 - Ross Hall - 2:36
a.m. - case closed
UPD responded to a call about
a male individual who entered
Ross Hall unsure of where he
was. EMeRG was contacted
and the unaffiliated individual
was taken to GW Hospital for
further treatment.
No further action
Drug Law Violation
10/27/07 - International
House - 12:50 a.m. - case
closed
UPD responded to a complaint

about a group of individuals
alone in someone else’s room.
The three males – who were
unaffiliated with the University
– said they entered the room
because it was unlocked. They
were arrested for burglary and
unlawful entry. Later that evening, the owner of the room
and another male went to UPD
to ask why their friends were
arrested. The male student
was intoxicated and transported to GW Hospital – the
other male was barred from
campus. A subsequent administrative search of the room by
a community director revealed
1.5 grams of marijuana.
Subjects barred from campus
Harassment
10/27/07 – 600 Block of
23rd Street - 2:43 p.m. case closed
UPD took a report from a male
student who said he was on
23rd Street when another student he knows began making
derogatory comments about
him and a student organization

he is affiliated with. This same
student has also been sending
him harassing e-mails.
Referred to SJS
10/27/07 - Thurston Hall 3:44 p.m. - case closed
A female student reported that
she had been receiving harassing phone calls on her cell
phone from an unknown male.
The individual has called on
numerous occasions talking
about sexually explicit things.
No suspects or witnesses
Hit & Run
10/27/07 – 23rd and H
streets - 6:45 p.m. - case
closed
A male complainant reported he was hit by an SUV the
previous day while crossing
a crosswalk. The side-view
mirror of the car struck the
student in the face and left
shoulder. Friends took him to
GW Hospital to treat his minor
injuries.
Public space incident
– Amy D'Onofrio

News

Fukuyama talks politics
Academic said
Iraq democracy
'had' to fail
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Hatchet Reporter
Francis Fukuyama, famed
scholar of political and economic development, told a packed
Elliott School auditorium, that
developing countries need a
comprehensive strategy and an
involved public sector to be successful.
Cynthia Berning, the president of the Organization for
International
Development,
introduced Fukuyama and
described him as an integral
part of every international
affairs class. Author of the 1992
international bestseller “The
End of History and the Last
Man,” Fukuyama teaches at
Johns Hopkins University’s Paul
H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies and directs
the school’s international development program.
“You need to approach
development from all angles,
including money and good politics … these are strategies for
promoting good development,”
Fukuyama told The Hatchet
after the event.
Fukuyama also discussed
the challenges a non-democratic state faces when transitioning into a nation grounded in
democracy. In many instances,
he said, countries encounter
problems when their democratic
systems do not fit their undemocratic political institutions.
“You have politicians who
want to hire their cousins or
who want a discretionary fund
from the treasury,” he said.

DRAG
from p. A1
paraded in front of the cheering
crowds.
The race was won by a contestant under the alias “Chlamydia
Parker, Duchess of Gloryhole,”
dressed in a yellow wig flowery
dress and sunglasses. Her costume
was relatively tame compared to
many of her compatriots.
“They really enjoy it,” said Pina
Perruzza, volunteer and mother of

Mihail Petrov /Hatchet photographer

Francis Fukuyama, a scholar in political science, spoke to at the
Elliott School Tuesday about challenges to state democracy.
Fukuyama discussed the
situtation in Iraq where, he
said, the institution of democracy does not mesh with Iraq’s
society.
“The Iraq failure…is because
of Iraq itself,” he said. “You
could have the same external
presence somewhere else that
would have led to different outcomes.”
During a question and
answer session, Fukuyama
addressed development in
the Arab world and said each
country’s plan for development
should be tailored to their individual needs.
“I don’t like the generic form
for approaching strategic thinking because it isn’t country-specific,” he said
Many audience members
said they were familiar with
Fukuyama’s work and scholarly

reputation. Brazilian exchange
students Leonard Schmitz and
Jonatas Pabis said they were
enthusiastic about the opportunity to hear Fukuyama speak in
person.
“I didn’t even know what
he would be speaking about,
but the fact that it’s (Fukuyama)
made this event such a great
opportunity tonight,” Schmitz
said. “I was a little surprised at
what he had to say … I thought
he would be a little more conservative in his position, but
he focused his theories on the
outside instead of taking a dogmatic position, as he stated in
response to some of the questions.”
Pabis said “Everybody in the
academic world knows him, and
whether you agree or disagree
with him, everyone should come
out to hear him speak.” 

David Perruzza. “Some of them
start making their costumes as
early as a year in advance. Nobody
has been hurt since my son took
it over, 12 years ago. Nobody has
ever been hurt, actually.”
The intricate and gaudy costumes included Sen. Larry Craig
(R-Idaho), pants down, being
pushed on a mobile toilet; a walking Obelisk; and an authentic looking Lady Diana complete with
bodyguards.
What started out two decades
ago as a friendly challenge between
a few drag queens drinking at JR’s

to run down the street, down a shot,
and return, is now a tradition.
“I’ve been here in D.C. for 12
years and my first year I came to
the High Heel Race and thought
it was really fun,” said Lorraine,
an onlooker who did not want to
disclose her last name. She has she
has returned multiple times since.
Fenty, who also attended last year’s
race, joined the jovial festivities shaking
hands and bowing to the queens.
“The reason I like it,” Lorraine
said, “is because it’s something
that going on in D.C. that is not
repressed and boring.” 

OPENS FRIDAY
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Booze and comedy: a lovely mix

Comedian and actor Nick Swardson releases new CD
by Kieran Wilde
Hatchet Reporter
Nick Swardson, anyone? OK,
maybe you are not familiar with
his name, but you have surely seen
some of his work. In recent years,
the foul-mouthed, pseudo-effeminate, raging alcoholic has jumped
onto the scene in a very big way.
The young comic, who recently released his debut CD “Party”
last Tuesday on Comedy Central
records, has been a guiding force
in such productions as “Grandma’s
Boy,” "The Benchwarmers,”
“Malibu’s Most Wanted” and the
TV series “Gay Robot.” He has also
starred in the cult favorite “Reno
911!” as Terry, the overtly flamboyant roller-skating male prostitute.
“The character of Terry is so
crazy I can literally say anything,”
Swardson said in a conference call
with The Hatchet. “There’s nothing that’s not believable with that
character.”
A roller-skating prostitute may
verge on the absurd, but Swardson’s
life hardly resembles the norm.
“I blacked out and then I was
at a comedy club in Hollywood,”
Swardson recalled. “I was so wasted that I walked to my friend’s
house, broke in and then got into
bed with his mom. She woke up
and started screaming.”

During his drunken escapades, said. “I remember getting the call
Swardson seems to not only garner while I was on set and just bawla higher blood alcohol content but ing immediately. It was one of
also a heightened sense of ability.
those things that you just never
“I could barely walk and hoped he was going to die, but you
somehow I facilitated a break-in. I kind of had that feeling unfortucouldn’t have done that sober with nately because his lifestyle was so
a
completely
extreme.”
lucid sense abilThere have
ity…What I’m
been a few other
“I was so wasted that notable influences
trying to say is,
when I’m drunk,
I walked to my friend's in Swardson’s life.
I’m the world’s
Adam Sandler,
greatest cat burthrough his prohouse, broke in, and
glar.”
duction
comthen got into bed with pany Happy
When asked
about his favorhas
his mom. She woke up Madison,
ite means of
given Swardson
achieving drunkopportunity to
and started screaming.” the
ness, Swardson
be more than just
responded, “I
a stand-up comic.
used to drink
Sandler
gave
NICK SWARDSON
whiskey. I used
Swardson creative
COMEDIAN
to drink everyfreedom and supthing. It got me
ported him on a
so fucking wild.
slew of projects.
It was shirt off, old lady in a headSimilar to Sandler, Swardson’s
lock, drop kicking a baby. It was out material is bawdy and laden with
of control.”
enough sexual innuendo to give
Swardson’s life is not always so Miss Manners a premature heart
ridiculously outlandish. He reflect- attack, but he is not particularly
ed upon the loss of his beloved concerned with offending anyfriend, fellow comedian and per- one. He believes that most people
sonal mentor, Mitch Hedberg, who understand he is being facetious.
died of “multiple drug toxicity” in
“I don’t subscribe to the fact
2005.
where you have to tip-toe constant“It was devastating,” Swardson ly on people’s feelings…I don’t

Menomena
phenomenon

SUNDAY

really worry about hypersensitivity.”
He also said he does not believe
in straying away from the controversial usage of certain words such
as “gay.”
“If you don’t give the word
power, it doesn’t have the power,”
he said.
Now that he has finally released
a much-anticipated CD, many
of his fans are surely wondering,
what is next.
The comic said he has no concrete plans for the distant future,but
eventually hopes to reach a position
in which he can manage and have
the ultimate say in the production
of his own works.
“I would like to get to the point
where I was my own comedic entity. Where I can release and produce my own stuff…almost like a
Sandler.”
Fans can also expect “Happy
Hour,” an R-rated laugh-riot drinking comedy written by Swardson,
to appear sometime next year along
with his and Adam Sandler’s “You
Don’t Mess with Zohan” in June
2008.
At this present moment though,
Swardson’s goals lay within the
realm of most college students.
“I would like to be way better
at Halo than I am,” he said. 

MONDAY

TUESDAY

courtesy Comedy Central Publicity

Comedian Nick Swardson, featured on Comedy Central and
in several movies, recently released his comedy CD, "Party."
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Van Halen & David Lee Nickel Creek
9:30 Club
Roth
Verizon Center

november

LIVE
MUSIC
DAY-BY-DAY
5
6
8
4
7
Keller Williams and the The Police
John Butler Trio
WMDs
9:30 Club
Verizon Center
9:30 Club

12

11

13

Bruce Springsteen
The Decemberists
Verizon Center
9:30 Club VHS or Beta with Soft
Complex
Black Cat

18

19

Ghostface
Killah

Ghostface Killah,
Rakim and Brother Ali
9:30 Club

25

15

14

21

27

Elliott Yamin
Verizon Center

9:30 Club

10

Clap Your Hands
and Say Yeah

16

17

Stiff Little Fingers
Dane Cook
Clap Your Hands and
Black Cat
Verizon Center Say Yeah
Hank III / The Reverend
Rock and Roll Hotel
Horton Heat
9:30 Club

22

28

3

2
9

23

The Bridge
Ram's Head Live

26

R. Kelly
Courtesy Barsuk Records/Alicia J. Rose

1

Juliette and the Licks /
Scissors for Lefty
Rock and Roll Hotel

John Butler
Trio

20

SATURDAY

24

They Might Be Giants
9:30 Club

29

30

Alterbridge
Blind Melon
Sister Hazel
Ram's Head Live
State Theater
9:30 Club

Portland-based rock trio Menomena will headline at the Black
Cat (1811 14th St. N.W.) on Nov. 6.

Band talks about new
album, coming to D.C.
by Arnav Shah
Hatchet Reporter
Since Menomena’s third album “Friend and Foe” was released
in January, the Portland, Ore., based experimental indie rock band
has toured extensively, with stops including the South By Southwest
Festival in Austin, Texas, the Pitchfork Music Festival in Chicago and
a multitude of cities in Europe.
They return to the District Nov. 6 to play at the Black Cat. The last
time they were in D.C., Menomena played at the Rock and Roll Hotel,
which, according to the multi-instrumentalist band member Justin
Harris in an interview with The Hatchet, was his “favorite venue to
play on our last U.S. tour.” He listed D.C. as one of the top five cities
he liked to play in, along with Portland, Los Angeles, New York and
Chicago.
“Friend and Foe” is a beautifully arranged record – it is both
haunting and hopeful. The record is a brilliant work of art with the
intricate tiers of orchestration that Harris, Brent Knopf and Danny
Seim have created. They recorded and produced the entire record,
as they did with their previous two efforts, and received widespread
critical acclaim, including an 8.5 rating from Pitchfork. The only
outside help came from Jeff Stuart Saltzman, who mastered it in post-
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See MENOMENA, p. B2

If you have

$5

Check out a free concert at
the Library of Congress (101
Independence Ave. S.E.) Nov. 1, featuring famous New Orleans pianists
Allen Toussaint and Henry Butler.
Both are esteemed musicians
with their own unique sound that
screams with the Big Easy’s classic
piano style. Tickets are available
through Ticketmaster or the box
office in the Jefferson Building of
the Library.

This month in live music
November is packed with rock, hip-hop, R&B and comedy
by Jake DiGregorio
Contributing Arts Editor
Now that midterms are over, there is really
no excuse for missing out on the great shows
coming to D.C. this November.
We all know that the only real way to kick
off the month is the Van Halen way, as it seems
the classic rock gods have patched things up
with frontman David Lee Roth – for the time
being, at least. Get those denim jackets out of
the closet, do your hair up as big as you can get
it and take the Delorian out of the garage and
head down to the Verizon Center Nov. 1. So
what if hardly anyone at GW was alive for any
of that – it does not mean the music doesn’t rock
any less, though. The only thing cheesier than
listening to “Panama” is listening to “Panama”
live played by four guys in their fifties.
Speaking of classic rock bands who seem
to have made nice with their lead singers (or at
least long enough to not kill each other while

If you have

$10

Halloween may be over, but that’s no
reason to put your normal clothes
back on as you head to the bars
for a night of drinkin’. Thursdays
are “trailer trash night” at the Rock
and Roll Hotel (1353 H St. N.W).,
where you’re encouraged to sport
your best mullet, jean shorts and
wife-beaters. Dance the night away
with DJ Chris Price mixing the best
in indie/alternative rock, pop and
dance from 8 p.m. until close.

on tour) The Police will be playing the Verizon
Center four days later on Nov. 5. Tickets are still
available, but it is not exactly a cheap date.
If $30 sounds more reasonable than more
than $150, definitely check out Nickel Creek
at 9:30 Club Nov. 2. The critically acclaimed
group will bring their blend of bluegrass, pop,
and indie-rock to D.C. for the last time, for a
while at least, on their “Farewell (For Now)”
hiatus tour.
If jam-band music is more up your alley,
guitar virtuoso/hippie-god Keller Williams
and the WMDs will be making their triumphant return to 9:30 Club Nov. 4.
For an even more granola option, the John
Butler Trio is giving the crowd the choice to
buy tickets for either $25 or $25.40 for their
show on Nov. 6 at 9:30 Club with Ian Ball of
Gomez. According to the band’s website, “By
purchasing these carbon credits for an extra 40
cents you are helping to fund Native Energy
(a renewable energy company that harnesses

If you have

$20

Searching for a cozy diner that’s actually off the Metro for that late-night breakfast fix? Try the Silver Diner in Clarendon
(3200 Wilson Blvd. in Arlington, Va). Only
three stops away from Foggy Bottom,
the Silver Diner offers all your standard
comfort food with an extensive menu
that puts Johnny Rockets to shame.
Also, the mini-jukeboxes at each table
actually work, so if you crave some Ray
Charles with your omelet, this place is
for you.

energy from wind).” Just make sure you don’t
drive your Hummer to the concert.
Apparently Bruce Springsteen and the E
Street Band does not care as much about the
environment as John Butler does. They’re not
offering environmentally friendly tickets to their
shows at the Verizon Center on Nov. 11 and 12
(GASP!). Good thing he’s one of the greatest
live performers of the past quarter century.
Nov. 12 will also see VHS or Beta, the
Moving Units and local favorites Soft Complex
play at the Black Cat. The D.C. natives will open
up the “dance-punk” showcase that is sure to
please, especially for only 13 bucks.
Three days later on Nov. 15, the Stiff Little
Fingers will be playing the mainstage of the
Black Cat. If that name doesn’t sound familiar, look back to everyone’s favorite pseudoromantic comedy, “High Fidelity.” They’re the
band that Dick references as one of the big
See CONCERTS, p. B2
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CONCERTS
from p. B1
influences on Green Day. For
$15, don’t take Dick’s word
for it, check it out yourself.
If you prefer a mix of
1950s rockabilly and gothic
metal to indie music (and
really, who doesn’t), “psychobilly” will be returning to
D.C. Nov. 15. Infamous madman Hank (Williams) III and
his off-the-wall set will open
up for the Reverend Horton
Heat at 9:30 Club. For all those
Guitar Hero II fans out there,
the Reverend’s signature tune
“Psychobilly Freakout” might
be familiar. Go ahead, play
along at the concert, but just
be careful of that blue key – it’s
a doozy.
“There’s
only
one
OCTOBER,” Dane Cook said
in all of those ridiculous Major
League Baseball postseason
commercials, but it seems like
Mr. Cook has some tricks up
his sleeve for November as
well. The comedian turned
actor turned annoyance will
be at the Verizon Center Nov.

16 in support of his “Rough
Around the Edges” tour. The
funniest bit will be when he
tries to prove that he knows
something about baseball.
This month at the Rock
and Roll Hotel, Clap Your
Hands and Say Yeah have
extended their stay until Nov.
19. Apparently one night at
the Hotel just wasn’t enough.
Creed fans rejoice (all
three of you)! Alterbridge, also
known as Creed with a new
frontman, Myles Kennedy,
will rear their ugly head at
Ram’s Head Live on Nov.
27. If the Holy Spirit moves
you, the show will be $22 in
advance, $25 at the door.
On Nov. 28, Blind Melon
will be at the State Theater.
Frontman Shannon Hoon
might be long gone, but
Blind Melon lives on, proving
there’s a lot more to them than
just “No Rain.”
Now that it’s getting colder and everyone is starting to
head inside, there are plenty
of great options for concerts
this month. Young, up-and
coming acts and old fogies
alike will be in the D.C. area to
share their tunes. Enjoy! 

Life

MENOMENA

NICKELCREEK

from p. B1

courtesy Sugar Hill

Set your browser to www.gwhatchet.com to read an interview with folk favorites Nickel Creek
(pictured above), who discuss their upcoming show at 9:30 Club and their plans to take a break.

What's
Wh
t' on
our iPod
Avenged Sevenfold
Avenged Sevenfold's "nu-metal" sound brings
together harmonic guitar riffs with vocals that scream
with emotion. Key tracks include “Almost Easy,” “Dear
God,” “Afterlife” and “A Little Piece of Heaven.”
The vocals offered from singer M. Shadows don't
really compare to what was done
in their first album, “Waking the
Fallen,” prior to Shadows tearing
his vocal cords. The only thing that
does this album any justice are the
riffs from guitarists Synyster Gates
and Zacky Vengeance.
–Nick Flynn
Warner

Most of Menomena’s songs are the result
of a computer program Brent wrote called
Deeler. The program loops digital music files
– essentially a glorified guitar loop.
The songs on “Friend and Foe” are chaotic and wild at some moments. At others,
they are enveloping and lush. Their splendor
lies in how each piece fits in the puzzle. “The
Pelican” begins with a combination of enveloping vocals and a terrifying piano part, but
it is quickly assaulted with jarring guitars and
crashing drums. The mayhem of the song is
quickly put to rest by the delicate beauty of
the next track, “Wet and Rusting.” The song
“Weird” could be characterized as exactly
that, with its grumbling synths, precise drum
beats, intermittent sax and odd background
vocals (which sounds kind of like excited
panting). But as the song progresses, you
realize that each part brings out a new facet of
the composition. Each instrument brings out
something new in the others.
The second half of the record is more
abstract than the first. “My My” has a background of grandiose keyboard, but interspersed throughout are quick, exploratory
slashes of guitar and floating vocals. The
end of the song confronts the listener with a
majestic portrait that is up to each individual
to imagine.
Menomena’s songs are amorphous to the
extent that there is a certain degree of personal
interpretation required for maximizing the
listening experience of the record.
On stage, the trio recreates the complexities of their songs without backing tracks.
Knopf plays keyboards and glockenspiel, all
the while using a laptop for various samples.
Harris plays bass, guitar, a Moog Taurus synthesizer and saxophone. Seim plays drums
and other percussion, and all three sing lead
on different songs.
Patrons to the Menomena show should
expect a great show, although it is hard to
say what will happen exactly. When asked if
the band had any special plans for this tour,
Harris replied, “Actually, yes we do. But I
can’t say what.”
After this tour, which concludes in their
hometown of Portland on Nov. 24, the band is
going to rest and “get seriously started on our
next album,” Harris said. But before they can
take a break, they’ll be bringing their imaginatively crafted songs to back to D.C. 

BARbelle
R.F.D.
810 7th Street N.W.
A few years ago I did the whole “nightmare on
M Street” bar crawl scene, so this year I wanted to
try my hand at a different Halloween celebration. It
is always a sticky situation when your employers
invite you to a social event involving alcohol, so
when the company I intern for asked me to come to
their Halloween bash in Chinatown, I was cautious
for several reasons.
First of all, everyone knows that Halloween
equates to scantily clad and inappropriate outfits
for girls, so pushing the costume envelope around
older co-workers seemed risky. Second, I’m new
to the company so I wouldn’t recognize that many
people ordinarily, let alone in costume, meaning
there would be a good possibility I could spend
the night awkwardly alone. Third, I seem to have a
problem drinking in moderation and the thought of
being in a drunken stupor around my boss scared
me. However, after weighing my options and coming to the realization that I needed a new bar to
review for this issue, I grew some balls and begged
two friends to join me. Luckily they obliged (you
guys are the best) and we set out for R.F.D (Regional
Food and Drink) located at Seventh and H streets in
Chinatown.
It is hard to get a good handle on a bar during
an intense holiday like Halloween because of the
sensory overload. It’s only after looking at all the
creepy (some intentional and some not) costumes
and wacky decorations that you can begin to take in
the bar’s atmosphere. From what I gathered in the
crowded and dark interior is that the multi-tiered
floor plan and high ceilings gave a sense of openness and depth. We wandered to the back of the bar
where we found a patio and a separate party room
that had opened for the evening’s events. A second
after I made it into the party room, a man posing as
Borat – green Speedo slingshot bathing suit and all
– started to get a little too “wah wah wee wah” for
me, so I made a bealine for the regular bar.
Back inside, R.F.D. also hosted a rather large
stage for two local bands to perform on and, oh

my god … there on stage, microphone in hand, my
boss was banging out the lyrics to “Crazy Bitch” by
Buckcherry. I guess I didn’t need to worry about
being in a drunken stupor around him anymore.
My friends and I quickly decided it was a good
move to come to the company party because a)
my boss’ glorious performance and b) we found
out that employees and their guests had a separate
VIP area stocked with free beer. Now this is where
that whole problem about drinking in moderation
comes into play. Seriously, if you are going to offer
free beer to a couple of broke college kids who are
out of their element, then there is a good chance
they will pounce on it. Plus the beer wasn’t just a
keg of Natty or Bud. It was one of the several classy
brews that R.F.D is known for.
After doing a little research, I found out that
the same people who opened up Brickskeller, just
outside of Foggy Bottom, own this Chinatown
bar. With an obvious love of beer, owner Dave
Alexander created R.F.D. as a more upscale bar and
restaurant with greater focus on the food. Carrying
40 different brews on tap and more than 300 bottled
beers, this bar is sure to have a little something for
everyone. The kitchen was obviously closed at this
point, but apparently the menu for R.F.D. boasts
several dishes that are marinated, grilled or battered in beer. So you can have your beer and eat it
too – perfection.
I know it’s hard mustering up the motivation to leave our little Foggy Bottom bubble, but I
seriously recommend the metro trip to R.F.D. You
may not run into the characters that I happened to
see during the Halloween party, but the wait staff
seemed friendly, the beer was amazing and the bar
definitely had a worthy ambiance. You can even hit
up Fado Irish Pub (which I previously reviewed)
before or after, as it is two doors away from R.F.D.
For a great night and the bar’s all-around
appeal I give this one three howls. 

Bar Belle Rating

Witness feats thought possible only in the movies!
Washington Performing Arts Society presents

Shaolin Warriors
Friday, November 9 at 8pm
Family Matinee - Saturday, November 10 at 2pm
The George Washington University Lisner Auditorium
Known throughout the world for their martial-arts prowess,
the Shaolin Warriors bring the remarkable skill, stunning movement
and spectacular imagery of Kung Fu to the stage for all ages to enjoy.

“They combine the agility and grace of gymnasts
with the showmanship of Cirque du Soleil performers.”
— THE WASHINGTON POST
Pair the Friday performance with a Culture Vultures happy hour at Eyebar.
Visit wpas.org/culturevultures for tickets.

WAMU 88.5 FM — Media Sponsor

GW STUDENTS: LIMITED 20% OFF TICKETS AT THE LISNER BOX OFFICE.
Tickets available exclusively through Ticketmaster at (202) 397-SEAT (7328) or ticketmaster.com / For full schedule: WPAS.ORG
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SA committee to review University Writing Program
Committee hopes to
help voice student
concerns
by Nicole Gulotta
Hatchet Reporter
The Student Association plans to
evaluate the University Writing Program based on student concern that
the program does not consistently
benefit students' educational experiences.
“The main issue with UW is its
inconsistencies that can make or break
a student's experience,” said Tim Little, vice president of academic affairs
for the SA. “The numerous different
sections with varied topics mean that
some classes place more emphasis on
certain aspects of the writing process

than others.”
Little said he hopes the SA’s committee will give a student voice to
ongoing administration and faculty
deliberations about the program and
its Writing in the Disciplines course
requirements. The committee plans to
review general student concerns with
the program, how well the program
prepares students for more advanced
courses, inconsistencies among different sections and the importance of
topics when selecting a UW course.
The SA has no actual power to
enact change in reviewing courses or
academic requirements. The extent of
this review would result in a recommendation from student leaders to
the administration.
“The purpose of the committee
is to gain a greater campus-wide understanding of students’ impressions
of the UW program and its impact on
future course work,” he said. “In essence, the advisory committee is simply a way to compile student thoughts

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

A child adorned in a lion's Halloween costume lunges after a balloon at the Metropolitan Police Department's Haunted House.

Party in the precinct:
MPD-style
by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer
A lot of people think police
stations are scary, but on Wednesday they got a whole lot scarier.
On Halloween night, Metropolitan Police Department officers transformed the Second
District station into a haunted
house for local children. Officers
traded in their traditional blue
uniforms for witch and monster
costumes to entertain kids walking through the building’s dark
hallways.
Located on Idaho Avenue in
Northwest, the station is where
GW students are often booked
for crimes committed on campus.
On Wednesday, the atmosphere
was not business-as-usual.
“This is where we put bad
people who don’t do their homework,” screeched volunteer Lauretta Greenbacker, dressed as a
witch, as she guided a group of
kids through the haunted house.
Maurice Samibaja, 6, intently
watched the officers lurching out
of the darkness as he walked in
the darkness.
“It’s getting scarier and scarier every second,” Samibaja said.
When he emerged from the
haunted house, Samibaja could
not decide which part was the
scariest. His mother, who followed close behind, explained
why.
“He was closing his eyes the
whole time,” she said.
Samibaja’s sister, six-year-old
Amal, shied away from an officer
who was trying to read her fortune with a crystal ball.
“She didn’t want to get near
me or take my hand, so I offered

something sweet and then she
was my friend,” said officer Renee Davis, who was dressed in
black with black wings on her
back.
Dressed up as things like evil
doctors and cannibalistic chefs,,
the officers volunteered their
time to offer a safe place to get
candy and show kids the friendlier side of their local police department.
In the haunted house, one
officer served up human limbs
– fresh from the grill – while
another jumped out of a dark
corner when kids tried to take
candy. The children clutched
their parents as they walked past
an officer dressed as a surgeon
spookily lit by strobe lights.
There was also a room
decorated with balloons and
streamers where kids played
musical chairs, danced and ate
candy.
Officer
Rochelle
Reid,
dressed as a ladybug, helped escort kids to and from the haunted
house and handed them bags of
candy and coloring books.
Reid said she was inspired
to become an officer because of
the casual contact she had with
police during her childhood,
adding that she hoped she could
inspire someone else.
“When they see it, they say,
‘That’s fun,’ and want to help
people,” Reid said.
“They’re so innocent, nice,
fun,” she added, referring to the
children.
Officer Lisa Myers said she
wanted kids “to know that under normal circumstances they
shouldn’t be afraid (of the police).” 

Hold the door.
A public service
message from The
GW Hatchet.

and experiences and present them to
UW as further changes are made to
the program.”
The University has already completed extensive studies on UW
courses, WID courses and the University Writing Center and is constantly
evaluating whether or not these programs are achieving their goals.
The most in-depth study of the
program was the Big Read evaluations, held during the summers of
2006 and 2007. During these two conferences, a panel of 16 faculty members evaluated 172 UW papers using
normal scoring rubrics to determine
whether or not students had achieved
goals the course was designed to
meet.
“In the summer of 2006, faculty
looked at whether students gained a
functional grasp of rhetorical principles and whether they demonstrated
habits of editing and proofreading,”
said Donald Lehman, the executive
vice president for Academic Affairs.

“In the summer of 2007, they looked ulty to make sure they appreciate and
at whether students had achieved the follow the template created by the
ability to read, think, and write criti- University,” Lehman said.
cally and analytically, and whether
Lydia Thomas, a member of the
they could explore, use, and analyze Board of Trustees and chairwoman
information reof the academic
sources to meet
affairs commitresearch objectee, said she
tives.”
agreed
with
S o m e
Little on the
“(UW) is an important program
changes have
importance
to the University, and students
been
already
of equal standards.
made to imshould be receiving the benefits.”
prove the Uni“Students
versity Writing
voiced their isProgram. A Big
sues; the bigLYDIA THOMAS
Read program
gest complaint
TRUSTEE
is being formuwas that (the
lated to evaluUW20 classes)
ate WID coursare not consises. In addition,
tent across the
University adboard,”
she
ministrators are considering creating said. “(UW) is an important program
a more detailed workshop for faculty to the University, and students should
who are teaching UW20.
be receiving the benefits.” 
“We need to work with the fac-
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Joanna Shapes – Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)
Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)

Sports Calendar
Nov. 1
Volleyball
Charlotte
Charlotte, N.C.
7 p.m.
Nov. 2
Women's Basketball
DT-3 All-Stars Exhibition
Smith Center
7 p.m.
Men's Soccer
Duquesne
Pittsburgh
7 p.m.
Women's Soccer
Rhode Island
Kingston, R.I.
5 p.m.
Nov. 3
Men's Water Polo
Washington & Jefferson
Annapolis, Md.
2 p.m.
Water Polo
No. 17 Bucknell
Annapolis, Md.
7 p.m.
Rowing
at Virginia w/ Georgetown
Novice
Charlottesville, Va.
All Day
Men's & Women's Swimming and Diving
La Salle
Smith Center
11 a.m. dive, 1 p.m. swim
Nov. 4
Men's Soccer
St Bonaventure
St. Bonaventure, N.Y.
2:30 p.m.
Women's Soccer
Massachusetts
Amherst, Mass.
11 a.m
Men's Squash
Franklin & Marshall
Smith Center
11 a.m.
Women's Volleyball
Fordham
Smith Center
12 p.m.
Men's Water Polo
TBA
Annapolis, Md.
TBA

get it online @
www.GWHATCHET.com


    
  

 
 
 


 

 

NUMBER CRUNCH
–Maureece Rice's shooting percentage during the
Colonials' 74-71 overtime win Wednesday night
against the University of the District of Columbia

A close call
Men's basketball needs OT to beat UDC
by Joanna Shapes
Sports Editor
Karl Hobbs told reporters this
game wasn’t the Super Bowl. But
it certainly didn’t look like a preseason game against a Division II
opponent.
The University of the District
of Columbia turned out to be a
formidable opponent for a GW
team with one senior. And though
the Colonials came out on top 7471, it took 45 minutes and a lot of
catching up to do so.
“For me, there are certain
things that I look for that I anticipated that we would do well,
and we didn’t do those things,”
Hobbs said of the game played
in front of an announced crowd
of 3,072 at Smith Center. “(We
had trouble) rebounding the basketball; we didn’t start the game
out playing with energy. Those
are the two things that got us off
to such a bad start. It was catchup the rest of the way.”
With the exception of a jumpshot by junior Rob Diggs to start
the game with a 2-0 lead, the Colonials did not lead until eight
minutes into the second half.
The score went back and forth
for most of the remainder of the
game, with it knotted at 64 at the
end of regulation. It was only in
overtime when the Colonials finally looked like the better team.
Hobbs said at GW’s media
day earlier in the week that he expected there to be some growing
pains and that it would take some
time for his new players – including four freshmen and a transfer
– to get acclimated to the team’s
style. The game against UDC
showed just that, as the Colonials
never seemed to find a rhythm.
“Our guys have to get to

Ben Solomon/senior photo editor

Junior Wynton Witherspoon shoots a free throw as senior
Maureece Rice looks on. The junior scored 20 points.
know each other,” Hobbs said.
“This is unusual for a GW team,
not sharing the game. We weren’t
patient enough. There wasn’t
trust in each other. Those are the
things I’m most concerned about.
We’re going to be a work in progress throughout the year.”
And yet it was one of the new
guys that stood out. Junior Wynton Witherspoon, a transfer from
Virginia Tech, looked strong in his
39 minutes. He had a team-high
20 points and nine rebounds. The
guard-forward also hit two free
throws with 12.5 seconds remaining to tie the game.
“He’s going to play with that
kind of energy all year,” Hobbs
said.
Junior Noel Wilmore, who
saw limited minutes and was
disappointing in his first two seasons, also showed that he might

finally be ready for the spotlight.
Nine of his 12 points were from
behind the arc, including one with
29 seconds remaining that put the
Colonials within two when the
game looked all but lost.
Senior Maureece (Reece) Rice
shot 2-for-13 from the floor. His
11 points are somewhat misleading, as six came down the stretch
on freethrows. But Hobbs said
that Rice cannot be singled out
because “too many guys didn’t
play well.”
UDC had three players in
double figures, led by senior
Frank Peterson with 22 points.
They also had a strong fan base
that, at times, sounded noisier
than the Colonials’ home crowd.
“They played with a great
deal of energy,” Hobbs said.
“They came in and played with
a lot of confidence. If they play

Ben Solomon/senior photo editor

Freshman Xavier Alexander is hounded by a UDC defenderAlexander, Miles Beatty, Joseph Katuka and transfer Wynton
Witherspoon played their first games for the Colonials.
with that kind of energy, bring
that kind of commitment, they’re
going to have a good year.”
Diggs, meanwhile, said he is
not so sure he can say the same
about his team.

The Maryland native said,
“The main thing I learned tonight
is that if we don’t come together
as a team and play as one it’s going to be a rough season.” 

Hobbs disappointed with team's progress
by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor
Wednesday night’s men’s basketball game against the University
of the District of Columbia did not
count in the standings, but freshman Xavier Alexander looked like
he cared as he rolled on the floor and
fought for the ball amid a sea of red
jerseys as time expired in regulation.
Alexander ’s intensity was a departure from much of the game, when
the Colonials looked discombobulated and uninterested. Fans waited
for the team to put together a 20point run, like they always seem to

do against inferior opponents, but it
never came. Instead, the team turned
up its energy and won, even though
it was not pretty.
“We saw the good, the bad and
certainly the ugly,” head coach Karl
Hobbs said.
Hobbs took advantage of the opportunity to use players he normally
would not and prepare others for
different roles. Walk-on sophomores
Johnny Lee and Peter LaPlante both
played. When the team was down
two points with two ensuing free
throws after UDC’s coach was called
for a technical foul, junior Noel
Wilmore – not Maureece (Reece) Rice,

Colonials ranked No. 13 in preseason poll
The women’s basketball team is ranked No. 13 in the
ESPN/USA Today coaches poll, the highest the team has ever
been ranked in a preseason poll. The Colonials finished last
season ranked 11th after a Sweet Sixteen loss to North Carolina in the NCAA tournament.
The Colonials face two teams this season that are ranked
in the preseason poll: No. 3 Rutgers Nov. 18 and No. 11 Texas
A&M Dec. 20. They also face five teams, Auburn, Xavier, Western Kentucky, Kentucky and Temple, that received votes.
In addition, senior Kim Beck was named one of 30 preseason candidates for the Wooden Award, which honors the
nation’s top women’s basketball player.
GW faces the DT-3 All-Stars in an exhibition game Friday
evening at 7 p.m. at Smith Center before opening the regular
season Nov. 12 at Virginia.
––Joanna Shapes
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the team’s only senior and best free
throw shooter – took the shots.
One would think that rustiness
could be understood, if not allowed,
during these games, but junior Rob
Diggs was visibly angry after the
game. The forward was upset with
the team’s play as a whole. After all,
needing overtime to beat a Division
II team at home is probably not a
good sign.
Both Diggs and Hobbs said this
team was “really far behind” and that
it will have to address a number of
other issues, including conditioning,
in the days leading up to the team’s
regular season opener Nov. 10 against

Mount Saint Mary’s at Smith Center. That this game won’t show up in
the standings did not seem to matter
much either to Diggs or his coach.
“It always makes a difference. If
they’re keeping score, it makes a difference,” Hobbs said.
Regular season games make more
of a difference though. Despite all the
team’s flaws and miscues, Hobbs and
Diggs both said they were excited to
start playing games that count to everyone, not just coaches and players.
“Of course, of course, of course,
I can’t wait to get started,” Diggs
said. “We just have to get back in the
gym.” 

Apathetic in victory
The Boston Red Sox, my purpose. My roommate, a diefavorite baseball team, won hard New York Mets fan, says
the World Series Monday it makes him sick to watch me
night and to be honest, I did not care. The night of the senot care. Still don’t. I watched ries-clinching victory, I went
the games halfto the library beheartedly
and
fore it started, tellplayed
video
ing him to “call me
A
NDREW
games
between
if the Red Sox win
pitches. Winning
the World Series.”
A
LBERG
my game of FIFA
I was kidding (I
SPORTS EDITOR watched the last
meant more to me
than a group of 25
three
innings),
people I have nevbut it still infurier met winning their baseball ated him. He does not think
game 2,000 miles away.
I deserve it – and he’s right.
It was not always this If teams rewarded individual
way. From my Maryland fans for their devotion, the
home, I used to read Red Sox Mets wouldn’t have collapsed
message boards, follow every like they did. But they don’t.
game online and count down
He reminds me of myself
the days until they were next pre-2004, days I look back on
on national television. In without nostalgia, spending
2004, I remember being so hundreds of hours worrying
nervous that it hurt. Serious- about something he has ably, it physically pained me to solutely no control over, just
watch those American League like I used to do. Watching
Championship Series games your boys win after following
against the Yankees. When the them all year may make it betRed Sox won, I was overjoyed ter, but the aggregate pain of
– equally happy to watch the losing most years outweighs
Yankees lose in heartbreaking the momentary elation of vicfashion as I was that the Red tory – and it’s not even close.
Sox finally beat them.
The hours spent obsessively
Now, it is not the same. following a team can be put
When the Red Sox were down to much, much better use, like
three games to one against the FIFA.
Indians, I was less than upset.
I have a feeling that
No matter what happened, I one day, when the Red Sox
knew the win could not sat- haven’t been to the playoffs
isfy me as much as the 2004 in 10 years and the Yankees
title did. And maybe that’s have re-established a dynasty,
the problem: I’ve become sat- I will look back on this time
isfied. That first World Series in my sports-fan life and wonin 86 years did not whet my der what I was thinking. But,
appetite for more. It quenched for now, it is hard to take a
it.
step back and keep things in
Does this make me a bad perspective. All I know is that
fan? Probably. But I cannot my favorite baseball team
force myself to care about has won two of the last four
something I don’t, and pre- World Series and that this
tending to care defeats the February my favorite football

team, the New England Patriots, will win its fourth Super
Bowl since 2001.
There’s a saying football
coaches like to tell players
who make fools of themselves
during touchdown celebrations: “Act like you have been
there before.” It is easy to get
excited the first time, but it
becomes progressively more
difficult every time one of
your teams wins its respective
championship within a short
period of time.
When the Yankees won
four of five championships
from 1996-2000, I kept hearing
about how winning “doesn’t
get old.” Now, I know the
people who said that were
just too embarrassed to admit it. When Terry Francona,
the Red Sox’s manager, says
that winning “doesn’t get
old” while celebrating with a
champagne shower, I believe
him because he actually had
a say in the outcome. I don’t,
and I never will.
Two days from now, the
Boston Celtics will start their
most anticipated season of
my lifetime. Last year, when
the Celtics were the secondworst team in the league, I
followed them incessantly,
scouring each box score
to see which of the team’s
promising young players
played well. This year, I’ll get
to watch three bona fide stars
wear Celtic green on national
television and will live and
die with every playoff game
(should they get that far).
If they manage to make the
NBA Finals, I will once again
be so nervous it hurts. Why?
Because they haven’t been
there before. More important,
neither have I. 

The GW Hatchet, Thursday, November 01, 2007
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds

CLASSIFIEDS

180 - STUDY GROUPS

455 - SPRING BREAK

460 - TRAVEL

621 - INTERNSHIPS, UNPAID

HAVING RELATIONSHIP
TROUBLE

Spring Break 2008 Sell Trips, Earn Cash
and Go Free. Call for group discounts.
Best Deals Guaranteed! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com.

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

INTERNS Needed! Help Make a Difference This Time Visit www. Vote-USA.org
Click on Interns

SPRING BREAK Í08 The Ultimate Party
Lowest prices
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710

499 - GENERAL

with friends or significant others? Work
on your interpersonal skills by participating in group therapy at the GW Center
Clinic. Email us at Gwgroups@gmail.
com for more information

245 - RENT DC

665 - PART TIME

RENEW BATTERY Cellular $15 / Digital Camera $30 Camcorder $30 / Notebook $50 www. RenewBattery.com Drop/
Pick-up - Gallery Market(Ivory tower)
703-638-3349

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS METRORAIL
Spacious, contemporary, 3 BR, 2.5 BA,
2 kitchens and decks, walk to Columbia
Heights Metrorail station, Starbucks,
Giant Food, CVS, future Target,
Washington Sports Club, and Best Buy.
English basement with rear exit and
nice kitchen. 1349 Parkwood Place NW
(MLS#:DC6461260). Only $2,900 per
month. Open Sunday 1-4 PM and call
Brian at (202) 318-2446.

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.
POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT SOHO Tea
and Coffee. Full-time and part-time. Must
be able to do weekends and graveyard
shifts. Call 202-463-7646. ≠

515 - GENERAL
EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www. AdCarClub.com.

615 - FULL TIME

246 - RENT METRO

Place your
classified
online
today at
www.gwhatchet.com
Just fifty cents per
word! Icons and
images are also
available.

HOST/HOSTESS WANTED
Part time/Full time Filomena Ristorante
in the heart of Georgetown has openings
for responsible, personable students.
Flexible days and hours with free meals.
Starting at $12/hr. 202-338-8800

We’re Hiring

The GW Hatchet is currently seeking candidates for the following
positions:

Healthy Adult
Volunteers Needed

4VNNFSJO1BSJT

Sales Rep
Sell advertising to our local clients and earn valuable sales experience and a real commission. Great opportunity for someone
interested in sales. Contact Kat Hatam, sales director, at khatam@
gwhatchet.com

"MBSHFTFMFDUJPOPGVOEFSHSBEVBUF DSFEJUCFBSJOHDPVSTFT
t 0OF o8FFL4VNNFS5FSN
L
t 5XP
5 'SFODI *NNFSTJPO4FTTJPOT
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Circulation Assistant
Looking for an easy job that gets you outside a few hours a week?
Our circulation assistants are the most important people in the
operation. If the paper doesn’t get out, then no one reads it. Join
our team! Email Kieran Wilde, classified & circulation manager at
circulation@gwhatchet.com.

The National Institute of Mental Health is
conducting a psychopharmacology study of
mild stress and memory. Participants will be
interviewed and will complete a series of tasks
during which physiological functioning will be
recorded. Volunteers must be between the ages
of 18-50.
Financial compensation will be provided
for participation.

Web Assistant
We need a few web assistants to help our rapidly growing online
presence continue its expansion. If you have experience in design,
PHP, XML. You don’t need to be a geek, but we certainly are a
geek-friendly environment. Contact Andy Nacin, web editor, at
anacin@gwhatchet.com

Call:

1-800-411-1222
(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

Hatchet
Th GW
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National Institute of Mental Health
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National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

®
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Low-rate
no excessive and hidden fees!

NIH Federal
Credit Union
The Official Credit Union of the
George Washington University

Student Banking Made Easy
Edited by Will Shortz
61 Some
S
personal
data: Abbr.
35 Author of a 1952 62 A Stooge
novel published 63 Many a D.C.
org.
in full in Life
magazine
Down
39 “No ___!”
1 Peloponnesian
40 Occupy
War participant
41 Nutritionist Paul
2 Part of a Three
who founded a
Stooges shtick
pet food
3 Dr. Skoda of
company
“Law & Order”
42 Pear-shaped
4 Happy-go-lucky
instrument
5 Elvis’s “Hound
43 Rodeo sights
Dog” and
“Anyway You
45 “I”-opening
Want Me”
experience?
48 Throw out water 6 Some chain
hotels
49 Ticks off
7 Gave up one’s
50 Accessory for
hand
many a game
8 Suffix with two
54 Winnebago
owner
9 Morsel
55 Amber, e.g.
10 3-Down’s
profession
57 Height
11 German poet
58 Like llamas
who wrote “Don’t
59 Truck stop sign
send a poet to
60 Unpleasant
London”
feeling
g
12 Presses
13 Flow out
ANSWER
S
TO
O PREVIOUS
O S PUZZLE
21 Formerly known
as
A V O N
I D L E
O R A T E
22 Animal on the
P A C O
T R A M
B O X E R
backs of three
A C C T
C A V E
S U E D E
state quarters
C H U R C H W A R D E N
24 Surgical aid
H E R E I
Y E S D E A R
25 Mata ___
E L S
V I D A
E S T A T E
26 Faux cough
D I C I E R
R U I N
27 Author ___
P E R C U S S I O N I S T
Neale Hurston
H I K E
H O T T I P
28 Fesses (up to)
B L E A T S
P E O N
E T H
29 Part of un jardin
O L D M A I D
E R N I E
31 Badly made
B I C Y C L E R I D E R
32 End of a fly? …
A S S O C
I R O N
G O R E
or the start of
M I C A H
N E R O
E R O S
one?
I S I T I
G E E S
L A D Y
33 All the ___
Across
1 “Wait ___!”
5 Terrif
10 Andrew of
“Melrose Place”
14 Longtime Vicki
Lawrence
character
15 Burn slowly
16 One of the
Munsters
17 Popular
depilatory
18 Static
19 Baryshnikov’s
birthplace
20 “Jolly good!”
22 Pioneer in I.Q.
testing
23 Honoraria
24 Takeout choice
26 Home of São
Miguel Island
29 Lab container
30 British general in
the American
Revolution
31 Light-colored
stogie
g

32 Dallas-to-Austin
dir.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

15

16

17

18

19

21

27

24

28

35

36

like the Hatchet, but .com

39

40

32

37

33

34

41
43

47

To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

44

48

49

50
56

51

54

55

58

59

60

61

62

63

52

53

57

Puzzle by Alex Boisvert

34 “The Swiss
S
Family
Robinson”
author Johann
36 Rouses oneself
37 South American
monkey
38 Politician who
wrote the book
“Leadership”
42 Rears

Put down
those pencils!

38

42

43 Oscar
O
winner for
“Yankee Doodle
Dandy”
44 Baseball datum
45 Odd jobs
46 Buckles
47 Ingredient in
some potato
chips
48 Old nightclub
employee

301-718-0208

GWHatchet.com
m

13

25

31

46

12

29

30

45

11

•

22

23
26

www.nihfcu.org

No. 0920

14

20

2100 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

50 Old
O Testament
book

Hard

6
1

5 2
8

4 8
5

2 6
2

51 Thom ___ shoes
52 Layers of eggs
weighing more
than a pound
53 Move to first
class, e.g.
55 Boombox button
56 Evian or Perrier

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

9

7

3 4
8

1
2

2 9
7 8
9
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Coke dominates GW's soda scene
A student Mountain Dew rep struggles for business
by Hadley Malcom
Hatchet Reporter
Senior Rebecca Klor works for Mountain
Dew, a tough gig on a Coke campus.
Klor, who is a marketing manager for the
soda company, said she is unable to advertise
her product because of an exclusivity agreement between the University and Coca-Cola.
The agreement began seven years ago and
applies to all buildings on the GW campus,
said Nancy Haaga, director of Campus Support Services. It gives Coke exclusive rights
at all University venues – including vending
machines.
“Beverage companies not affiliated with
Coca-Cola are not permitted to market, promote or vend beverage products on GW’s
campuses,” Haaga wrote in an e-mail.
She added that the University signed with
Coke because they provide the most “beneficial and favorable terms.” In return, Coke
donates money to the University to support
student scholarships, marketing and GWorld
readers around campus.
The University has wavered between
Coke and Pepsi in past decades, and the current contract expires in 2012.

Klor’s job is to promote a soda brand items to be housed, collected in one place and
owned by the Pepsi-Cola Company, and the be rewarded for quality work.”
agreement means she is limited in the ways
Leis added that soda agreements are not
she can perform her job.
uncommon and she encourages her employ“We do promotions and basically just ees to work around the strict rules. She added
want to create a scene on campus,” Klor said, she knew about GW’s agreement.
“But because GW is a
“We were told in adCoke campus we can’t do
vance that for George
anything.”
Washington, we could
“We do promotions and
Klor was initially hired
not be executing this
basically just want to create promotion on that camby RepNation, a marketing agency conducting an
the way it could on
a scene on campus, but be- pus
advertising campaign for
a campus that doesn’t
Mountain Dew – called
ties to a competing
cause GW is a Coke cam- have
Dew DIY – on 50 cambrand,” Leis said.
puses across the United
Klor said she and her
pus we can't do anything.”
States.
partner, sophomore Dan
Dew DIY is a compeSutter, have been asking
tition where students can
friends and other stuREBECCA KLOR
submit artistic creations
dent organizations for
SENIOR AND MOUNTAIN DEW REPfeaturing the Mountain
help getting 15 submisRESENTATIVE
Dew brand.
sions to the RepNation
“The idea is basically
competition. She added
that there are Mountain Dew enthusiasts out that she feels uncomfortable advertising
there already creating these items,” said Tan- publicly.
ya Leis, associate manager of brand engageKlor said, “I feel like we’ve been walkment at RepNation. “What Mountain Dew ing on eggehells here at GW because I don’t
has done is created an environment for these know what we’re allowed to do.” 

Justin Evans/Hatchet photographer

Freshman Meredith Shoemaker gets a soft drink at WOW Cafe
and Wingery in the Marvin Center.
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Thinking about studying abroad next year?

Madam C.J. Walker
Entrepreneur

Stressed about getting the classes you need for Spring semester?

(1867-1919)

Abraham Lincoln

Sara Jones

16th President

Vaccine Trial Participant

(1809-1865)

(Present day)

Not sure where to live your junior year?
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You don't have to pioneer an industry or
lead a nation to be an everyday hero.
Help researchers develop potentially lifesaving vaccines for HIV, Ebola, flu, and other
infectious diseases.There is no risk of becoming infected with a virus from a vaccine,
and you are paid for your participation. Ultimately, volunteering a small amount of
your time in a vaccine clinical research trial could help to prevent a pandemic. And
that’s amazing no matter who you are.

To be a Vaccine Trial Volunteer, call 1-866-833-LIFE,
TTY 866-411-1010, or visit www.vrc.nih.gov
VACCINE RESEARCH CENTER • NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH • U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

