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Senior accuses SA
of hidden agenda
by Andrew Ramonas
Campus News Editor
The co-president of the Black
Student Union expressed his dissatisfaction with Student Association election rules on the heels of a walkout by
four black SA senators last week.
BSU Co-President Charles Basden
sent an e-mail to student leaders early
Thursday morning urging them to
stand up against the Joint Elections
Commission charter and keep the SA
from “pushing forward an unfounded,
hidden agenda.” On Tuesday evening,
the Senate approved online voting and
the abolishment of slates for the spring
general elections, which prompted
the walkout by Sens. Eugene Beckley
(CCAS-U), OG Oyiborhoro (CCAS-U),
Jasmine Gaskins (ESIA-U) and Eric
Woodard (CCAS-U).
“I think there is a strong opposition that could be indicative of a larger

student response,” Basden said in an
interview with The Hatchet.
He added, “I propose the SA use all
things in its power in developing subtle
changes to the JEC charter. My job was
to inform the larger community about
these changes.”
SA Executive Vice President Brand
Kroeger said that the election rules that
the Senate approved on Tuesday need
to be implemented for the upcoming
election.
“We’ve been dealing with the same
system for years and it hasn’t worked,”
Kroeger said.
Basden said there were major problems associated with online voting and
the eradication of slates.
“The JEC (charter) is disenfranchising,” Basden said. “It was developed
without student input.”
Basden said the Senate did not listen
See CHARTER, p. 11
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Students in Forbidden Planet Productions perform a scene from the group's latest
musical, "Hair." Controversy arose about including a nude scene in the musical.

Ben Solomon/senior photo editor
Junior Wynton Witherspoon, who transferred from Virginia Tech after his sophomore season, battles for the ball Sunday
evening during the Hokies' 68-36 victory in Blacksburg, Va. GW is now 3-4 this season.

Tech tramples GW
Hokies defeat Colonials 68-36
by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor
BLACKSBURG, Va., Dec. 9 —This
summer, former Virginia Tech point
guard Nigel Munson asked to be
released from his scholarship in order
to transfer. Hokies head coach Seth
Greenberg granted the D.C. native’s
wish, under one condition: Munson
could go anywhere except GW
Greenberg never publicly gave a
reason for his decision, but he stuck
it to the GW men’s basketball team
again Sunday night. This time the
message came on the court during a
68-36 stampede in which the Hokies
played like men on a mission, a fact

especially apparent when contrasted
with the spiritless play of their opponents.
“I know there have got to be some
changes,” GW head coach Karl Hobbs
said of his 3-4 team. “There were some
performances that just aren’t acceptable.”
GW’s 36 points were the lowest
during Hobbs’ seven-year tenure. The
coach said he was not sure whether he
would go back to the drawing board
after his team shot 25.9 percent from
the field and lost for its third time in
four games.
The two teams played at the BB&T
Classic last year, when GW escaped
with a one-point win after Tech for-

Student may set
legal precedent
by Ashley Roberts
Hatchet Staff Writer
Law experts are paying very
close attention the recording
industry’s legal battle against 19
anonymous GW students, and
many claim that a decision for
the students could have national
significance.
The GW case garnered much
attention after one of the anonymous students attempted to
annul a subpoena revealing his
name. Few of the individuals
targeted by the industry have
fought back in court, worried
that doing so would increase
damages. If the student is successful, it could set a precedent
for collegians across the country.
“The student I’m representing is fighting the battle for all the

students,” said Steve Robertson,
the attorney for the anonymous
student.
He added, “If we succeed
it will definitely put a hitch in
their style.”
In September, the Recording
Industry Associates of America
filed a complaint against a group
of anonymous IP addresses
belonging to GW students. The
RIAA is a group of record companies that are responsible for 90
percent of all music produced. In
order to continue the case, they
need the University to reveal the
names of the students.
Last Thursday, the RIAA filed
a motion in support of its subpoena, claiming the student has
no base for challenging it. The

ward Coleman Collins missed a dunk
in the game’s final minute. Despite
the recent history between the teams,
neither coach said the game took on
added meaning.
“This is a good win,” Greenberg
said matter-of-factly. “You have to win
your home games.”
Tech’s early sloppiness kept GW
in the game in the beginning, but
that only lasted a few minutes. By
halftime, the lead was 16; by midway
through the second half, it was more
than 30. The Colonials looked shellshocked, unable to slow down their
opponents or hold on to the ball.
See BASKETBALL, p. 14

Nude scene causes
student theater strife
by Leah Carliner and
Brittany Levine
Hatchet Editors
Claude, a young man who has been
drafted to serve in the Vietnam War,
stands center stage in the GW production of “Hair” as a bright light shines
upon him. The audience is frozen in his
thoughts as he waffles between going
to war or remaining in a hippie counterculture in New York City. Six of his
friends stand behind him shedding layers of their clothes.
The cast and director of “Hair”
decided to show this nude scene, which
lasts for about 10 to 15 seconds, even
though Forbidden Planet Productions,
the student-run company that funded
the show, forbid the nudity.
FPP approved nudity in the opening scene in which Claude, played by
junior Colby Katz-Lapides, lies on-stage
in the fetal position with his back to the
audience. The nudity at the end of act

one, which includes male and female
full-frontal, was not approved because
of the small size of Lisner Downstage,
where the play showed six times this
weekend. The group also disapproved
of the nudity because of GW TV’s presence and parents' attendance at the
show, said Sam Dercher, FPP’s artistic
director.
“If I were a mother I don’t think I
would want to see my child naked on
stage,” Dercher said.
Ronnie Solevo, the director, said they
would be unable to portray the separation between Claude and his friends,
who burn their draft cards before they
shed their clothes, without nudity.
“There was no way to portray that
as powerfully as we could unless that
scene was there,” Solevo, a senior, said.
“We didn’t want to compromise the
artistic opportunity we had by worrying about what people were going
See HAIR, p. 6
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Members of Balance, the GW ballet group, dance in the student organization's fourth annual
Nutcracker Friday night in Marvin Center's Dorothy Bett's Theater. (Center) Sophomore Emilie
Silvestri performs as Dew Drop in "Waltz of the Flowers."
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The Hatchet's fall production schedule ends today
with the conclusion of the fall
semester
Readers can find The
Hatchet on newsstands beginning Monday, Jan. 14. For
breaking news and updates
over winter break, please visit
www.gwhatchet.com.

See RIAA, p. 10
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GREEKBRIEF
Sigma Phi Epsilon raises money
for its philanthropy YouthAIDS

MONDAY
Computer Game Design and
Development
Richard “Lord British”
Garriott, a world-renowned
video game designer, will
be discussing game design
and development.
7 p.m.
Marvin Center 3rd Floor
Sponsored by GWU ACM
Dream for Darfur
Help bring the Olympic
Dream to Darfur on
International Human Rights
Day! Confirmed guests
include: Olympic medalist
Joey Cheek, actress Mia
Farrow, members of the
Darfurian community and
more!
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Meet with GW students at
in Lafayette Park across
from the White House
Sponsored by GW Stand

TUESDAY
MVPC Fall Film Series: Hot
Fuzz
Come watch the hilarious
story of Nicholas Angel,
a top-notch London cop
reassigned to the not-soquiet town of Sandford.
7 to 9 p.m.
Eckles Library Auditorium
Sponsored by Mount Vernon Campus Life

WEDNESDAY
GW Home Seminar
Learn about the GW Home
program and home-buying
resources in the DC area.
12 to 1 p.m.
Marvin Center 4th Floor
Sponsored by Colonial
Community

www.gwhatchet.com

The Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity raised more than $12,000
for YouthAIDS through its Sweetheart Week fundraiser and celebration last week.
The fraternity holds Sweetheart week to show its appreciation for other Greek-letter chapters’ support of Sigma Phi Epsilon
philanthropy activities.
“It was a time for the brothers of Sigma Phi Epsilon to show
their gratitude towards the GW
Community for its participation
in their philanthropic efforts,”
said Mike Rossetti, vice president
of programming for the Sigma
Phi Epsilon fraternity.
The event allowed members
of the Greek-letter community to
donate money to specific fraternity members. All funds raised
went toward YouthAIDS, a program that promotes awareness
and raises money for young AIDS
patients. YouthAIDS is Sigma Phi
Epsilon’s national philanthropy.
About 350 people participated in the event, many of whome
were members of the University’s
Panhellenic Association sororities.
“The sororities all participated equally – that shows that

GWBRIEF
GW professor receives top honors
for teaching undergraduates
Richard P. Tollo, a geology professor, was named the District’s
best professor last month for his
success in teaching undergraduate
students.
“It is really gratifying,” Tollo
said. “I really have no idea why I
was recognized.”
The Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching and
the Council for Advancement and
Support of Education have been
sponsoring the award since 1981 as
a way to recognize undergraduate
professors across the country. Seven GW professors have received
the award.
“Tollo is one of the finest un-
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it was important,” said Steven
Reardon, events chairman for
Sweetheart Week. “It wasn’t really about competition and more
that they were interested in helping us achieve our philanthropy
goal."
Although the event is called
Sweetheart Week, Sigma Phi Epsilon members said the title it has
nothing to do with the Greek tradition of naming a specific girl a
fraternity’s “sweetheart.”
“It was just a cute name that
we tagged on. It’s a nationally recognized idea, kind of dates back
to older fraternity-sorority times.
But the idea was that all girls who
help out SigEp are SigEp sweethearts,” Rossetti said.
Though the primary purpose of Sweetheart Week is to
raise money, Sigma Phi Epsilon
also held fun events that got participants energized to participate
in the week.
Raising money to help fight
AIDS is significant for members
of GW’s Sigma Phi Epsilon chapter because of GW’s location in
D.C.
“It’s very important for everyone (in Sigma Phi Epsilon) just
because we go to school in D.C.,
a place with a very high HIV/
AIDS rate,” Rosetti said. “It’s not
like we go to school in a sheltered
community. We live in the city, so
we want to help out any way we
can.”
– Alyssa Vincent-Hill
dergraduate professors … He’s tailored his research to undergraduate
students,” said George Stevens, a
geology professor who has worked
with Tollo for more than 20 years.
They first met when Tollo joined
the department in 1983.
Stevens said that while most
geology professors try to travel to
exotic places to do their research,
Tollo has made a point of staying
local. Most of his research is about
the Appalachians in Virginia, and
he encourages students to also do
field work in the area.
Tollo said professors can become better teachers by doing research.
“My research background has
been very helpful in making me a
good professor,” he said.
He added, “(Research) helps
you make a career and stay excited
about what you do. You can incor-

SNAPSHOT Rock Out

Viktors Dindzans/staff photographer

The band Anarcoustic performe at a benefit show to raise awareness of sweatshop labor
at Columbian Square at Marvin Center Thursday night.

porate the research into your classroom – and that makes for a very
exciting atmosphere.”
This is the third year in a row
that a GW professor has been given this award. Last year, Elizabeth
Chacko, a geography and international affairs professor, won the
award. In 2005, Matthew O’Gara,
an international affairs professor,
was recognized as the top professor in the District.
Tollo said that these awards are
a reflection of not just the abilities
of the teacher, but also of the University.
“GW had changed a lot over
the last decade,” Tollo said. “There
is much more of a focus on teaching … (These awards) shows the
upward movement of the school
with good education and strong
research focus.”
–Lindsay Corcoran

Correction
In "Law school gets $5.1 million to fund new center" (Dec. 3,
p. 5), The Hatchet erroneously reported the recipient of the
majority of the settlement the article described. The plaintiffs received this money, not the defendants.

Happy Birthday,
Jake!*
*Multiple attorneys prevented the publication of
this casa in its enterity. Watch out for April Fools'.
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STRATEGIC PLAN FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
GW sets goals for reaccreditation
Goal 1: Move GW ssolidly into the ranks of the first-tier educational institutions through qualitty undergraduate education and selected top-ranked
graduate programs, especially at the doctoral level.
Goal 2: Solidify, strrengthen and strategically expand graduate professional
education includingg programs that meet the needs of mid-career and
continuous learningg audiences.
Goal 3: Move GW into the ranks of the top-tier research institutions
through continued and
a enhanced facilitation of faculty scholarship and
research growth.
Goal 4: Continue tto develop a strong sense of community.
Goal 5: Strengthen GW's infrastructure, including the University's libraries,
technology resourcees, and business and service operations, to support
excellence in the accademic enterprise.
Goal 6: Maintain a strong financial base.

Univ. starts GWAffirm
Web site to
assist in University
reaccreditation
by Quentin Cantu
Hatchet Reporter
Students, faculty and staff
now have the opportunity to
voice their criticisms of any
aspect of the University through
GWAffirm, a Web site dedicated
to gathering input about GW
from its community.
Input posted on GWAffirm’s
Web site will be used by the
University when the Middle
States Commission on Higher
Education evaluates GW’s progress on the 14 of the organizations standards of higher education and the University’s selfdefined weaknesses. GW will
learn if it meets the standards
and gets reaccredited as a university after the MSCHE visits GW
in April 2008.
“Effectively, this is our
license to operate,” said Forrest
Maltzman, chair of the reaccreditation steering committee and

a GW professor of political science.
The idea for a Web site to voice
criticism began in 2002, when the
University created the Strategic
Plan for Academic Excellence –
a list of specific goals for the
University. Through this plan,
the University created groups to
look at furthering the quality of
education, developing a stronger
sense of community, facilitating
faculty research and creating a
stronger financial base.
This committee includes students, staff, faculty members and
administrators.
GW alumnus Steve Rogers,
the undergraduate student representative to the faculty scholarship and research committee last
year, said his experience with
group was “enlightening.”
“The highest levels of the
administration worked with
students and professors to discuss nearly every issue affecting the university, including
many important to students,”
he said. “You had vice presidents, professors and students
discussing issues important to
many students, such as GW’s
tuition and even the housing
program.”

The GWAffirm Web site also
contains the Strategic Plan, noting
the progress already made. While
the plan praises recent advancements made by the University,
such as doubling faculty research
expenditures from $55 million
in 1997 to $105 million in 2002,
it also identifies shortcomings,
such as service to the District and
ties with alumni.
The University and the commission will also take into consideration the comments made
about the self-study on the
GWAffirm Web site, on which
any GW community member can
post anonymously.
“The goal for us was to get
as much input from students as
we could in one boat,” said Ross
Mankuta, the graduate student
representative to the steering
committee.
Through GWAffirm, students
as well as all members of the GW
community can make their voices
heard through such input and
therein increase the likelihood of
desired change.
Maltzman said, “Policies and
suggestions that are based upon
lots of input and transparency
are better and more likely to be
adopted.” 

Panel discusses primaries
Journalists
debate candidates'
chance to win
by Justine Karp
Hatchet Staff Writer
A panel of journalists filled
Jack Morton Auditorium with
friendly laughter and campaign
critiques Thursday afternoon as
they discussed the close presidential race between Democratic
Sens. Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton.
“The battle seems to be between change and experience,”
said David Yepsen, chief political
writer for the Des Moines Register.
“And now we’re seeing change
and that has helped Obama.”
The Politico, a D.C.-based political newspaper hosted “Early
State Countdown,” an event that
focused on the presidential election and the primaries in New
Hampshire and Iowa.
Yepsen discussed Clinton’s efforts to persuade more women to
vote and Obama’s success among
youths.
“(Clinton’s) getting about 30
percent and Barack Obama’s getting about 31 percent, so the effort to attract new women might
be helping Obama as much as it’s
helping her,” Yepsen said. “And

people under 25, Obama has huge
support among that group of
people, so those are the two wild
cards we're kind of watching to
see how that plays out.”
The reporters at the event
were all recruited by Politico to
help cover the campaigns. John
Harris, Politico’s editor, said the
paper emerged out of a void of indepth election coverage.
“We started with a belief that
there was a huge opportunity to
start a paper devoted to the topic
we love. Our aim really was to
become the New York Yankees of
journalism,” Harris said.
The focus of the debate quickly turned to South Carolina, represented by Lee Bandy, who spent
four decades writing for S.C. Politics Today.
“South Carolina’s going to
elect the next president and that’s
a scary thought,” Bandy joked. “In
the Democratic primaries, 50 percent of the voters will be AfricanAmerican, and Obama and Hillary Clinton are fighting for that
vote. And right now Obama has
his fight in the black community.”
Responding to a question from
the audience, Roger Simon, chief
political columnist for The Politico, said Oprah’s endorsement
of Obama is significant because of
who it attracts to the election.
“I think the value of Oprah is
not her endorsement,” Simon said.
“The value of Oprah is that she

brings people to a political event
who would not normally be going
to a political event. She opens up
an audience.”
Jeanne Cummings, chief lobbying and influence writer of The
Politico, observed that Oprah’s
greatest value to the campaign
would be the activation of the
black vote.
“If, as Obama has said, he can
indeed boost those percentages
... they could change state races,”
Cummings said.
Sophomore Michael Weir, the
political affairs director for GW
College Democrats, said he was
very pleased with the panel.
“I thought it was a great event.
I’ve been following very closely
and it was nice to see how close
my observations were to what the
guys on the ground were thinking.”
The American Civil Liberties
Union, an interest group with a
close relationship with Politico,
sponsored the event. Liz Rose,
the deputy director of communications, said these events help
publicize these important issues.
“This event is good because
it promotes political discourse,
people talking to each other
about politics,” Rose said. “The
quality of the questions from The
George Washington University
were very impressive. This is a
great event for finding new talent.” 
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Ambassador talks drugs
Foreign officer says crime fighting in Colombia has improved
By Andrew Elwell
Hatchet Reporter
The
Colombian
Ambassador to the United
States touted the country’s
improvement in fighting crime
and boosting the economy in
a speech Thursday evening at
Marvin Center.
Carolina Barco, Colombia’s
since
2002,
ambassador
described the drug trade as an
international issue that must
be addressed throughout the
world, not a problem specific
to her country
“We must all be responsible,” Barco said.
Barco also discussed Plan
Colombia, U.S. legislation
aimed at reducing drug trafficking.
“We’re starting to see the
effects of this very good cooperation,” Barco said of the
work between Colombia and
countries such as the United
States.
As a result of this cooperation, Barco said Colombia
has arrested hundreds of drug
traffickers and extradited
them to the U.S. She added
that Colombia has seen a a
decrease of more than 40 percent in homicide, and a similar
decrease in kidnappings.
“We have made great progress, but we need to continue
to improve,” she said.
Barco told the audience
that as violence has decreased,
the economy has improved,
adding that companies from
Latin America, the United
States and Europe are investing in Colombia.
“Now that we have the
security … Colombians are
investing again,” she added.
Barco discussed some specifics of Colombia’s efforts to
reduce violence and detailed
the government’s attempts
to keep peace among groups
like the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia and the
National Liberation Army.
“This behavior is not
acceptable,” Barco said of the
groups’ violent activities.
One specific cause of violence reduction is Colombia’s
“peace and justice” law, one
which allows members of the
traditionally violent national

LSAT

|

Joshua Wolf /Hatchet photographer

Colombia Ambassador Carolina Barco discusses drug trafficking, crime and the economy in her country.
While Colombia has made
great strides in its peace process with its violent national
groups, Barco admitted that
violence will continue to be as
“We have made great
issue for years to come.
progress, but we need to
“You always have to be
very patient and give these
continue to improve.”
processes the time they need,”
she said. “We will continue
to make many, many efforts
CAROLINA BARCO
to reach out and address the
COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR
situation. We want (the agressors) to realize the international community will not
accept this.”
Along with GW students
organizations to get involved
and
faculty, the audience
in the peace process by facing trial, handing over illegal also included a number of
assets, returning those who Colombian natives.
Elena Elder, a 2002 GW
have been kidnapped and
graduate, said she had to leave
ceasing to traffic narcotics.
At least 60 leaders have Colombia in 1983 because of
already accepted these terms, the political situation and
Barco said, adding that 30 of asked Barco if legalizing drugs
these leaders are on trial and would make the situation in
the 40,000 men who worked Colombia better.
Barco said the debate over
with them are being rehabiliissue would have to take
that
tated for re-entry into society.
“What we are facing in place in Congress, adding,
these trials is our history in “Colombia will continue to
the last twenty years,” Barco fight.”
Barco concluded by expresssaid.
ing
her hope that Colombia
In addition to their ability to decrease violence in and the United States would
Colombia, the peace and jus- continue to work together and
tice trials are also encouraging that Colombia would continue
victims of the defendants to in its progress.
He said, “There is no doubt
come forward, report their
abuses and testify in the tri- that Colombia will not only
make it, it is strong and doing
als.
“(The victims) believe in well.” 
the justice,” Barco said.
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“It is really gratifying. I really have no idea why I
was recognized.”
– Richard P. Tollo, a geology professor, after being named
D.C.’s teacher of the year.

Lizzie Wozobski – Opinions Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Diana Kugel – Contributing Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)

Holding on to the holidays

editorial
Enfranchise everyone:
time to welcome
reform
Instead of welcoming online voting, a
handful of student leaders have chosen to
make the debate about election reform a race
issue. The black Student Association senators stormed out of last Tuesday’s meeting,
claiming they weren’t getting enough time
to talk. One senator called the executive
vice president’s alleged actions racist and
on Thursday the head of the largest black
student group on campus wrote a letter to
about 50 student leaders, black activists and
GW employees, blasting the SA.
At the end of a semester plagued by
cultural strife – from the Muslim posters to
the swastika drawings – the last thing our
community needs is more divisiveness. This
page has consistently argued for unity between our University’s disparate groups and
maturity among its campus leaders, and it
will call for a calm to the chaos once again.
This is not the time for scandal-mongering
and twisting of facts about serious issues.
The fact of the matter is that out of 20,000
undergraduate and graduate students, less
than 1,800 voted for the SA president in last
spring’s runoff election. When 91 percent of
the student body does not elect its student
leader, there is something wrong with the
system, and this page agrees with the recently enacted reforms. Despite the opponents of
the legislation, much good will come from
online voting.
Electronic voting currently exists for the
elections but students can only use designated computer labs to vote for leaders in the
SA, Program Board and the Marvin Center
Governing Board. For Class Council elections, one can vote from any wired residence
hall on campus – making it significantly
easier to cast a ballot. This lowering of the
barrier to vote could enfranchise many more
students in the general elections. Although
Black Student Union President Charles Basden said the new system “diminishes competition and creates an environment ripe for
student apathy,” this page believes voting
online would do the opposite. By being able
to click a link in an e-mail after rolling out
of bed or taking a two-minute break from
listening to a class lecture, the new system
allows myriad more opportunities to get involved in student government.
Basden said in a meeting with The Hatchet’s editorial board that he fears a “closeddoor, in-the-dorm election” would hurt GW
and minority candidates in particular. In his
letter to campus leaders, the senior wrote:
“This system tips the scale in favor of majority candidates who will benefit from the
lack of the casual students’ exposure to the
diverse candidate pool.” Firstly, all contenders for office would be equally affected by
online voting; candidates of all ethnicities
would be charged with adjusting to the new
system. Secondly, it is unlikely that the new
system would eliminate the campus activism seen near Kogan Plaza – free candy and
loud music will continue to grace H Street
this spring.
A sizeable portion of GW’s population
isn’t even around to experience the campaign activities each year. One of the most
disenfranchised groups of students are
many juniors studying abroad in the spring
who can only vote via absentee ballot. With
the new system, anyone with Internet access
to the myGW site can practice democracy –
even from undemocratic lands.
The nuts and bolts of the process are not
without foreseeable complications, though.
Basden rightfully said that voter fraud and
intimidation are more easily accomplished by
decentralizing voting. It is incumbent upon
the Joint Election Committee and its observers to enforce all rules aggressively. Any impropriety on election day, whether by sharing
Web login information to others or knocking
on doors and peddling votes, should not be
tolerated. Perhaps candidates who authorize
or condone efforts to subvert the new system
should be immediately disqualified.
Yet, despite potential exploitation, the
costs outweigh the benefits of moving the
Web-based system. Change can be a difficult
thing to swallow, especially if brought on
quickly. The executive, perhaps, should not
have called a special meeting last week and –
in the eyes of some – rushed through the legislation. But if the detractors of the election
reforms really believe in enfranchising all of
GW’s students, then they should curtail their
wrangling and embrace online voting.
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Coming together this December
As people start wandering out of Starbucks
clutching holiday-themed cups, and as Kogan
Plaza gets its first dusting of snow, it is hard to
believe that this is the same place where racial
and ethnic tensions had
been building so highly
all semester. All of that
seems to be fading rapidly into the past as the
holiday season is hurtling toward us at full
speed. We as a community must take full advantage of the holidays this
year so as to put all of
the controversy of the
DIANA
fall semester behind us
as we approach the new
KUGEL
year. I don’t know about CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
you, but I am more than
ready to trade in posters
and swastikas for gingerbread cookies and chocolate gelt.
The community that I grew up in was
overwhelmingly Jewish, and even though I did
have a fair share of friends of other religions, I
never really had the chance to celebrate their
holidays with them or to take part in some of
the traditions that make the holiday season so
fun. At GW, the “you celebrate your holiday
and I’ll celebrate mine” mentality seems to
go straight out the window. It almost makes
up for all of the turmoil our campus has been
dealing with to see both a menorah and a gingerbread house standing on the coffee table at
my friends’ dorm or to be able to go see both
the national Christmas tree and the national
menorah at the same time.
Let’s face it: The holidays are a lot of fun.
Sure, we could debate the religious connota-

indulge your favorite holiday traditions but
tions of the Christmas tree or of lighting the
menorah, but why? As a child, no matter how
share their own with you as well.
much I loved Hanukkah, I would always be
We should all be taking full advantage
jealous of my friends who celebrated Christmas,
of this now. In a few years, after we all finnot because of anything religious, but because
ish college and get jobs, we will no longer be
it just always seemed like I was missing out.
surrounded by people as diverse as those we
Of course each holiday is deeply rooted in relicome to know and love at school, and celebratgion, and those that observe that religion surely
ing holidays other than our own may start to
know and appreciate that. But
feel strange again. These
past two years, I have loved
the really great thing is that
at GW, it just really does not
celebrating Christmas with
seem to matter whether you
my friends here at school
are Christian, Jewish, Muslim,
and being able to have
Buddhist, Hindu, one of the
the best of both worlds.
After we all finish
other hundreds of religions, or
And even though Kwanzaa
choose not to worship at all –
does not start until later in
college and get jobs, we
you are still free to join in.
I wish I could
will no longer surrounded December,
have had the chance to
The holidays are a time
when you suddenly really
experience that as well.
by people as diverse as
start to miss family and home
It is hard to believe
that you are always so eager to those we come to know
that the differences among
escape from in September. As
us that caused so much conand love at school, and
much as I wish I could be home
troversy and tension earto light the menorah with my celebrating holidays other
lier in the semester are the
family this year, finals and the
than our own may start to same differences that let us
end of the semester rush make
experience the richness of
feel strange again.
that virtually impossible even
the holiday season togeththough I actually don’t live
er. But hopefully long after
that far away.
the candy canes have gone
stale and the wax has been
Short of calling it a day at
cleaned off all the menoThanksgiving break and refusing to come back to school and take our finals,
rahs, we will be able to avoid the disasters of
we are left with the alternative of embracing
this fall. Let’s just chalk all of that up to a string
our friends and our surroundings to keep
of unfortunate instances and learn where we
from missing out on what we love most about
can from them. But for now, let’s enjoy the rest
December. At the beginning of freshman year,
of December; even if that does mean having
we all form our own micro-families here at
“Frosty the Snowman” stuck in your head for
school, and even though our groups of friends
the next three weeks.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in psycholmay change over the years, it is still comforting
ogy, is the Hatchet's contributing opinions editor.
to know that you have people that will not only

Attempting to avoid groupthink
Finding alternatives in a polarized world
Last week, Student Association
decades past to the two-party system. Recently the problems have
Sen. Nick D’Addario wrote a piece
become more pronounced, though,
on this very page describing the
problem with SA elections – “slates
from firing attorneys who may
be qualified but sit on the oppoand pseudo-political parties.” He
site side of the aisle to brokering
then introduced legislation that
the war in Iraq with little considaims to try and abandon the slatedriven politics that I, and the rest
eration of other viewpoints (this
expands beyond just parties, but
of the student body, have known
international dissenters as well).
for the past three years. I want to
applaud D’Addario for
The fact of the matter
his foresight and reform
is that groupthink has
become a major probon the University level,
SAUMYA
but his concerns are
lem in America and in
spread wider and are NARENCHANIA our lives.
rooted deeper in our culA leading Republican
will announce a border
ture as a whole. In fact,
COLUMNIST
fence is necessary and
our school’s namesake,
Washington,
George
270 Republicans, Lou
warned about factionalism and the
Dobbs, Rush Limbaugh, Michelle
Malkin and a good percentage of
dangers of political groups more
than two centuries ago. His prothe American public will run with
nouncement showed remarkable
the idea. A student in class will,
vision considering the problems
in a moment of spontaneity, raise
we face currently.
a valid, interesting and poignant
Our country has suffered greatissue to a professor, and a week
ly in the past decade or so, and
later, the professor will receive 20
various polls over the years have
papers on that one issue leaving
shown the majority of the people in
behind 19 other valid, interesting and poignant details not disthe United States think the country
is headed in the wrong direction.
cussed. Some critic will praise the
story, art and acting in "Titanic"
That might even be more than the
percentage of people who thought
and then it will spiral to go on
Heidi was headed in the wrong
to win the best picture Oscar and
direction by cozying up to Spencer
Golden Globe.
on "The Hills." I attribute a great
Differing intelligent viewpoints and healthy debate lead
deal of the failures we have had
recently in administrations and
to a healthy society. Polarizing

ideologies that ignore one another lead to December 2007. For
example, Markos Moulitsas will
not even reach out to the centrists
in the Democratic Party like the
Democratic Leadership Council.
Unity ’08, a group working to
get a president and vice president from different parties on the

ticket recognizes the problems
that are entrenched in America
but may not be tackling the problem correctly. I am not necessarily
opposed to ideas like an ObamaHuckabee ticket or a McCain-

Biden pairing. Instead of working within the system we have, a
massive reorganization and the
development of a third or fourth
party could be more rewarding. I
know it sounds farfetched but so
did Tiki Barber becoming a credible television personality (I think
the verdict may still be out on
this one). There really is a thirst
for change in the country right
now, and a third party with an
established, credible leader could
quench it as mightily as Sprite
quenches LeBron’s needs.
Luckily, D’Addario’s legislation, in the form of an amendment, attached itself to the election reform bill passed last week
by the SA. While I know many
people have many different problems with the bill I think we as a
University need this provision, if
only to send a small statement.
D’Addario is trying to make bold
changes at this level by doing
away with slates that pick, if not
like-minded people, then easily
influenced friends to serve on the
SA. By rejecting the provision we
reject making bold changes across
the country, at the national political level, in our classrooms and
maybe even for a few misguided
movie critics.
–The writer, a senior majoring
in international affairs, is a Hatchet
columnist.

(who chose to attend graduate
school because the career of my
choice requires it) and in the years
since, I have watched numerous
intelligent,
hard-working
and
qualified friends struggle to find
employment. The reality is that
the number of college graduates
flooding the job market is higher
than ever and the need for
distinguishing characteristics is
vital to a successful job search.
Graduate students are taking jobs
that once seemed well suited for
those with only a college degree.

Try to get a loan to start your own
business with only a bachelor's
degree or to make rent on the
freelance salary most fresh-outof-college journalists make. All of
the jobs Mr. Eisner listed are not
as easy to secure as he perceives.
While Mr. Eisner may be one of the
lucky individuals to find the perfect
job straight out of college, as a
freshman I’m not sure his opinion
on the necessity of graduate school
is particularly well-informed.
Meredith Wolff
Alumnus

Differing intelligent
viewpoints and healthy
debate lead to a healthy
society. Polarizing
ideologies that ignore
one another lead to
December 2007.

letters to the editor
Fraternity headline misleading
As an ex-member of an
pledge class that had it’s share of
dramatics, I found The Hatchet's
use of the term “rat out” offensive
and disturbing in its reference to
the Alpha Pi Epsilon’s hell-week
hazing incident. The term is not
“rat out.” The term is “protecting
one's self.” Honestly.
Will Donovan
Alumnus
Graduate school vital
Your opinions writer Alex

Eisner writes his piece about
graduate school (Dec. 3, p. A4) with
the naivety of a freshman. While I
am all for anyone being allowed to
express their opinion on a topic of
his choosing and have it selected
for publication by The Hatchet,
I feel the opinions editor did Mr.
Eisner a disservice by allowing
his article to go to print. Graduate
school, while increasingly popular
in America for its salary benefits,
has also become somewhat of
a prerequisite for employment
generally. As a GW senior in 2006
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HAIR
from p.1
to think…. 'Hair' means so much
more than naked kids on stage.”
FPP’s executive board, Solevo
and other individuals involved had
numerous discussions about the
artistic direction of the play and the
nude scenes. Solevo said everyone
involved, including the board and
the cast, approved the nudity.
Ben Pollack, FPP’s business
manager, denied the board had
authorized the nude scene but
he added that when the actors
appeared nude on stage, it was out
of the board’s control.
“We had a discussion as a board
and we decided no, but obviously
that has changed,” said Pollack,
who added that the cast would not
be facing repercussions.
Dercher confirmed there
would “probably not” be repercussions.
“The show must go on and
most of the cast members were not
involved,” Dercher said.
Katz-Lapides said he thought
the rock musical has “nothing to

News
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An actor in "Hair," produced by Forbidden Planet Productions. The
show's nudity caused turmoil within the theater company.
The script is not set in stone
do with nudity at all. It’s a commentary on society as a whole.”
and each new cast conceptualWhen "Hair" first showed on izes it differently. Solevo and the
Broadway in 1968, it was a shock- cast, who he refers to as the tribe,
ing response to the war and vio- worked together to produce this
lence of the time period. It was “intense and in your face” musical
written between 1965 and 1967 by that is based on a theme of counterGerome Ragni and James Rado culture rather than a set script. One
and discusses themes such as sex example of this in FPP’s “Hair”
versus love, drugs, free love and is the opening scene, which does
the Vietnam War.
not appear in the original produc-

tion. The original did include fullfrontal nudity, but several recent
reproductions have chosen not to
include nudity. Solevo said “the
tribe felt the art of it” and wanted to include nudity because it
empowered the scene.
Last fall, Generic Theatre,
another student-run production
company, put on the play “W;t,"
(pronounced Wit),” which included
a brief full-frontal scene. The play
also showed at Lisner Downstage,
which does not have any formal
rules forbidding nudity. Jimmy
Morgan, Generic’s artistic director,
said the nudity lasted about a second. Nudity in theater can be used
for either artistic or shock value, he
said, adding that shock value does
not heighten theatrical importance.
Both Pollack and Dercher said
they thought despite the cast’s
disregard for their authority, the
nudity in “Hair” was artistic and
tasteful. Dercher said she wanted
tickets to be sold on the artistic
merit of the performance “and not
because there was nudity in it.”
Solevo said he expected the
audience to walk away remembering the themes of hope and
change, not nudity. 

Sen. sheds light
on spousal abuse

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), speaks to an audience member after a
panel on domestic violence held at the Law School Friday afternoon.
by Matt Lurrie
Hatchet Reporter

iHousing
individualized housing assignments
coming this spring 2008

Announcing iHousing
GW’s housing assignment
process that makes your housing
easy, flexible and personalized to
your individualized housing
preferences.
All students who want housing
for next academic year are
required to fill out an on-line
housing application.

Visit http://gwired.gwu.edu/gwhousing
for more information on iHousing, the new
housing assignment process.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (DMinn.) spoke about domestic violence and its impact on children
at a symposium hosted by GW’s
Domestic Violence Legal Empowerment and Appeals Policy
group Friday at Lerner Hall.
The two-day seminar, “Custody & Abuse Litigation and the
Supreme Court,” highlighted the
problems in the United States’s
penal code that negatively impact the lives of mothers and
children in households where
abuse takes place.
“It doesn’t take a bruise or
a broken bone for a child to be
a victim of domestic violence,”
Klobuchar said to the 60 people
gathered in the Jacob Burns
Moot Court room. She said parental fighting “inflicts a very
real trauma” on the child.
The freshman senator from
Minnesota spoke at length about
Paul Wellstone, the late senator from her state, and his wife,
Sheila, who were two strong
advocates against domestic violence before they were killed in a
plane crash in 2002.
“To Paul, domestic violence
was always a matter of civil
rights … they both felt a need to
build a society without domestic
violence.”
Klobuchar said they brought
the topic of domestic violence
“out in the open.”
“Before them, domestic violence was thought of as a family
issue,” she said. “That’s why it
was the number one most underreported crime.”
During her speech, Klobuchar praised the work of DV
LEAP.
“There had been no organization locally to take appeals
(from mothers in custody cases),” said Joan Meier, founder
and director of DV LEAP and
GW professor of clinical law.
“We fill that void.”
DV LEAP, founded in 2003,
seeks to enforce and advance the

constitutional rights of battered
women by providing legal representation to make appeals to
court decisions the organization
sees as unjust.
“There had been positive
law reform, but it has not been
adequately implemented in the
courts,” Meier said.
Klobuchar praised the Crime
Control and Prevention Act, a
bipartisan piece of legislation
co-sponsored by Sens. Joseph R.
Biden (D-Del.) and Arlen Specter
(R-Pa.), but warned that it must
receive adequate funds if it is to
succeed.
“We spend $12 billion on the
Iraq war each month,” she said.
“We do not want to see a backslide because of funding issues.”
After the senator spoke,
Wendy Titleman recounted her
heartbreaking story of an abusive husband, Andrew Titleman,
who assaulted their two daughters, both physically and sexually. Despite her husband’s brutality, Titleman lost custody and
ended up being jailed and fined
because of U.S. statutes.
“Life’s most basic relationship between mother and daughter was torn asunder,” Titleman
said with tears forming in her
eyes.
Titleman, the author of a
memoir, “Let My Children Go:
A Mother’s Journal,” is still in
the midst of her legal battle.
Last month, the Supreme Court
denied her appeal to regain custody of her children.
She spoke in front of a PowerPoint presentation showing
family pictures as well legal
documents and a psychologist’s
report to coincide with her heartbreaking tale. Soft piano music was played throughout the
speech.
“I think the issues women
and children are facing all
over the country are not being recognized,” said Julie
Field, a consulting attorney for
DV LEAP. “Injustice is taking
place in every courtroom in the
country.” 

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
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IN HISTORY

December 10, 1817

December 11, 1872

December 13, 1978

Mississippi becomes the
20th state of the United
States of America.

P.R.S. Pinchback is
sworn in as the first
black member of the
U.S. House of Representatives.

The first Susan B.
Anthony dollar enters
circulation.
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Survival of
the linguist

GRANADA , Spain
You’ve got to know the language. It’s that simple.
Having spent the last three months comfortably speaking German in
Germany, I was reminded of just how important language skills are when
I landed in Malaga, Spain on Friday.
After clearing customs (an old Spanish man asleep at his desk), I
proceeded to the taxi stand to begin my journey to Granada via taxi and
bus. Since I don’t hablo much Español, I had a difficult time explaining
that I needed to go to the bus station. But somehow the taxi driver understood the mixed French and Italian I spoke to him, and we took off to the
Malaga bus station.
Everything regarding the bus was an ordeal due to the language
barrier. Few folks speak English down here and German is equally as
useless.
I bought a ticket – again in Frenchtalian – and proceeded to find the
bus to Granada.
I made my way to the loading docks where each bus pulls up at a
numbered terminal. My ticket said “Granada” and then some word I
couldn’t understand, followed by the number 17 and the time 13:45. I
guessed that meant my bus would load at terminal 17 and leave at 1:45.
However, the bus in terminal 17 said “Cadiz” on the front. While I
am no expert in Spanish, I was pretty
sure that the bus was not bound for
Granada. Confused, I then went to
the information booth under the sign
welcoming tourists to Granada.
“Hablas inglés?” I asked the
Note to self: Don't
woman at the tourist desk.
make the mistake of
Sigh. Roll of the eyes. Angry
look. “Ugh. Yessssssssss,” she said
asking the information with a big ol’ Spanish lisp.
I asked where to find the bus
booth for information for Granada
and she answered with
great exasperation, “Ugh (implied,
again.
moron), terminal 17.”
Note to self: Don’t make the mistake of asking the information booth
for information again.
Back to the terminal I went. I
checked my watch and saw that there was five minutes until departure
time, and no bus to Granada in sight.
I approached the bus driver standing in front of the bus for Cadiz, and
when I asked “Granada?” he gave me a long excited answer in Spanish.
Despite his larger-than-life gestures, I had no idea what he said. I started
to get worried. It was now two minutes until departure time. I was at a
loss.
I guess my consternation was obvious. I felt a tap on the shoulder and
whirled around to see a fellow pale faced, northern European-looking
guy, who asked, “Are you going to Granada?”
English! Hallelujah!
Turns out, my newfound friend was a Danish exchange student
studying in Spain. His Spanish skills were also, well, limited.
We watched as more and more Spaniards joined our waiting party at
terminal 17. Someone asked the bus driver at the “Cadiz” bus a question
involving the word “Granada.” A tense exchange followed and all of a
sudden the Spaniards packed up and moved next door to terminal 18.
The Dane and I followed them.
At terminal 18, we found a newly arrived bus labeled “Granada,” but
the bus driver came out the front door shaking his hands and speaking
in an excited Spanish. Christian, the Dane, couldn’t quite make out what
was going on, but he said he thought we should go back to terminal 17.
However, at terminal 17, the bus still said “Cadiz” and the bus driver
stood propped up against the front of the bus dragging on a cigarette
without a care in the world. We were now 15 minutes past departure
time. The bus driver addressed his growing audience of travelers. After
he finished, everyone scattered.
Hmm. What to do?
The Danish boy had no idea what was going on and neither did I.
Neither of us understood a word of the bus driver’s message. However,
we overheard another passenger say “Granada blah blah blah blah vente
y cuatro.” With no better idea, we hauled our luggage down to terminal
24 to see a bus labeled “Granada.”
Just as I started to throw my luggage under the bus, the bus driver
See EXPAT,
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Senior Carrie Pinchbeck sells doughnuts outside the Farrgut West Metro station Friday morning, as part of GlobeMed, a GW student organization. The group focuses on global health issues such as HIV/AIDS in Africa and post Hurricane Katrina needs.

A global take on healthcare

Student group supports worldwide health initiative
by Nour Hammour
Hatchet Reporter
For GW students involved with
GlobeMed, fighting AIDS is not just about
wearing a red ribbon or passing out condoms
– it’s about selling doughnuts too.
Last week the members of GW GlobeMed
sold Krispy Kreme doughnuts outside of the
Farragut West Metro stop to raise money for
FaceAids, an AIDS support group that works
to fight the disease in Africa.
GlobeMed is a nonprofit organization
with student led chapters across the country,
including one at GW, which works to connect grassroots health organizations across
the world to improve global health, according
to the GlobeMed Web site.
Sophomore Amanda Paternostro said
that her favorite part about being a member
of GlobeMed is helping people.
“When we did the HIV testing at the
Marvin Center a couple of weeks ago, I
was taken aback by how many people
showed up,” Paternostro said. “I could
really tell we were actually making a difference.”
GlobeMed has 75 members, said the
group’s president, Adrianne Dorsey. The orga-

nization only registered with the University
last spring.
“A lot of the people involved are in the
School of Public Health, so health clinics are
something they feel passionate about, which
is great,” Dorsey said.
Dorsey, a junior, led the initiative to bring
GlobeMed to GW because of her close ties
to her hometown, New Orleans, and the
healthcare situation that arose after Hurricane
Katrina.
“People were so excited to help out for
the first six months after it happened, but then
there was a drastic drop in the help being provided, like people forgot about the situation in
New Orleans,” Dorsey said. “It’s not by any
means better, but people don’t realize. It’s not
even on the national agenda anymore. I felt
like we had to do something to help out.”
One of the reasons Dorsey said she was
drawn to GlobeMed was because of the work
it does to keep free healthcare clinics in operation.
“So many people in New Orleans don’t
have health insurance post-Katrina, since
they had to spend so much money rebuilding their houses. Those people have nowhere
to go other than free health clinics,” she
said.

In addition to selling doughnuts on Friday
to raise money for FaceAids, the group also
sold FaceAids pins in Kogan Plaza earlier in
the week. For their next event, GlobeMed is
planning on holding an open bar at Rhino
Bar to raise money for health clinics in New
Orleans.
There are 13 university chapters of
GlobeMed, according to the national Web site.
The group’s objective is to “improv(e) health
in communities around the world,” and to
“shape a generational commitment to social
justice.” GlobeMed was started in 1999 by a
group of Northwestern University students
who worked with grassroots health organizations to send medical supplies to disaster zones. Throughout the years GlobeMed,
originally named Medical Supplies Mission,
broadened their objectives and began to
provide more for their community partners,
according to the Web site.
In working with GlobeMed, Dorsey said
she can see the way she is affecting lives –
instead of just sending money somewhere
– which is different from other healthcare
groups.
She said, “I really think of the organization as more of a community development
project than as just an advocacy group.” 

GW BlindDate:
Semi-formal sweethearts
A semi-formal and blind date – two situations with the potential for exponential awkwardness – were combined into one great evening for senior Andrew
Kovacs and junior Sarah Feldman. The blind daters started off the night at Feldman’s Phi Sigma Sigma semi-formal and then went off to meet up with Kovacs’s
friends at a holiday party. The mix of activities made for a successful first date, as conversation flowed past introductory questions and into the good stuff.
by Paige Hansen
Hatchet Reporter

Andrew

DaterBios
Kovacs: I had been on a blind date
before and I heard a lot of bad stories
about blind dates, but I knew as long as
I kept it relaxed and casual, we would
have fun.
I joked with her that I was bummed
it was a semi we were going to and not
a real date. It turned out to be better this
way because it wasn’t traditional. There
were no pressures, no stress and I was
able to see her on her home turf with all
of her friends.
The night really got going when
we went to the semi-formal. We started
dancing and I told her it was the best
Hatchet blind date in history. It was
a lot of fun. Her sorority sisters really

knew how to have a good time. From
there I had a Christmukah party to go to
and word got out that I was on a blind
date, so when we got to the party about
50 of my friends were chanting my
name when I got there. I’m not going to
lie – I kind of liked the attention. Now
we were on my social scene, so we got
to see the type of people we both hang
out with.
Sarah’s a sweetheart – outgoing, a
real nice girl and easy to talk to. After
the Christmukah party we went back to
my place and enjoyed the view. I would
give the date an A. I know she had a
good time and I will probably call her
again later this week. 

Sarah
Feldman: I had never been on
a blind date before, but my first
impression of Andrew was that I
thought he looked really nice. He got
along with all my roommates right
off the bat, so that was good.
After we met up at New Hall,
we went to a friend’s apartment and
hung out. After that, we went to my
sorority’s semi-formal, which was
fun. He was a good dancer. I was

really happy because he was easy to
talk to compared to a lot of guys and
there weren’t any awkward silences.
We then went to his friend’s
Christmukah party. His friends were
really nice and all my friends seemed
to really like him so that was good. I
would give the date an A. I think we
had a good time and I would definitely see him again. 

Name: Andrew Kovacs
Year: Senior
Age: 21
Hometown: Nassau County,
Long Island, N.Y.
Name: Sarah Feldman
Year: Junior
Age: 20
Hometown: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
What is your ideal first date?
Kovacs: Something low-key, like
maybe cooking a meal together.
Feldman: Maybe something like a concert, sporting event or anything you
can walk around at, like the zoo or
amusement park.

What do you look for in a person?
Kovacs: A great laugh is the first
thing I look for. I look for someone I can carry a conversation
with and who challenges me.
Feldman: I look for a sense of humor,
intelligence, respect and a good sense
of sarcasm.
What are your own interests?
Kovacs: I like hanging out with friends.
I enjoy traveling and I like to ski.
Feldman: I like traveling, reading,
dancing and running.

“GW Blind Date” is a regular feature in the Life section modeled after Washington
Post Magazine’s Date Lab. If you would like to be set up on a blind date with another GW
student, e-mail features@gwhatchet.com

SATISFACTIONGUARANTEED
This semester there has been a 100 percent success rate on
Hatchet blind dates. To find your match, e-mail
features@gwhatchet.com and get set up today!
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stepped out and shook his finger in disapproval. He pointed back to terminal 17
and sent us back to the “Cadiz” bound
bus.
It appeared that the three bus drivers
were fighting about who had to drive us
to Granada.
Back at terminal 17, the bus driver –
now finished with his cigarette – changed
the sign on the bus to read Granada and
waved us on board, 30 minutes after
the scheduled departure time. But time
doesn’t seem too important down here.
According to the time on the bus, it was
5:45 a.m.
This kind of thing just doesn’t happen in Germany. But if it did, I would be
equipped to navigate the situation.
However, due to my inability to speak
a lick of Spanish, I had no clue what was
actually going on. There could have been
bus maintenance problems or schedule
changes. Who knows? Without question, the language barrier kept me out of
the loop and left me running frantically
between buses panicked that I would get
left in the “dangerous” bus station.
Luckily, I managed to reach Granada
safely. Late, but safely. In Granada, I
met up with my GW roommate, who is
studying here, and one of our mutual
friends who is studying in Paris.
My roommate Tim has completely
bought into the Spanish lifestyle and
language, and he seems to communicate
with ease here. Meanwhile, I feel like a
complete outsider. I can’t order food. I
can’t read the newspaper headlines. I
couldn’t even properly thank Tim’s host
mom for the tasty Spanish lunch she prepared for us. I am totally detached from
Spanish society, an outsider looking in.
In contrast to my Spaniard-in-training
roommate, our friend Hratch has struggled to get into the swing of Parisian life.
“The language barrier really causes
problems. I mean, I can order food, but
I can’t really interact with society. That
is definitely hindering my experience,”
he said.
There are endless options for study
abroad, but before you pick a program,
think for a moment about the language
question. Ideally, you would go to a country where you already know some of the
language. If not, find a program with an
intensive language program. Be aware:
Nearly every study abroad program markets their language class as “intensive.”
But folks, if it meets once or twice a week,
it’s not intensive.
Study abroad is about having fun,
traveling, experiencing other cultures and
hopefully learning something along the
way. Language is the key that unlocks all
of that, and without speaking the language
you will be stuck as a permanent tourist.
Not that being a tourist is bad, but
I can’t wait to get “home” to Germany,
where folks speak a language I understand and the buses run on time. 

Life

One-stop viral video shop
GW student creates new Web site

WEEKLY
CHECKUP
HIV/AIDS

Josh Wolf/Hatchet photographer

Matt Silverman, a graduate student who launched a viral video site this fall, browses his site.
By Dan Kinney
Hatchet Reporter
Move over YouTube – you’re not
the only viral video site on the virtual
block.
GW graduate student Matt
Silverman created Best Viral to be
“the one place with all the hottest
videos” and it has been ballooning
in growth ever since it launched
in October. Instead of clicking on a
plethora of viral Web sites, Best Viral
offers a one-stop shop for the best
videos on the Web.
A viral video is any video, usually a few minutes long that has
gained popularity on the Internet and
is shown among friends. Best Viral is
set up to be easy to understand. Eight
viral videos are posted daily on the
Web site. Silverman chooses to place
eight new videos on the home page
every morning, usually ones that
have gained sudden popularity, ones
that viewers themselves have submitted or just ones that Silverman finds
funny. One can also access archives
dating months back.
Silverman used innovative ideas
to get his Web site started, such
as hiring a man in Russia to help
him. The two contacted each other
through AOL Instant Messenger,
and Silverman sent him to-do lists
through Google documents. Soon

enough they had Best Viral up and
running, posting eight videos a day.
There has been an increase from
3,000 to 43,000 hits per day since its
launch. Traffic on the site is evident.
After refreshing the Web page, it will
display an increase of at least 20 viewers. Silverman guesses that there is an
average increase of three viewers per
second, and he does not expect that to
slow down any time soon.
One reason that Best Viral has
grown is that viewers on the Web site
can choose to “share” videos, which
include links to the site. Viewers can
also share their favorite videos on
MySpace, Facebook and other sites
that garner a lot of hits. Viewers are
also sending mass e-mails with links
to Best Viral, placing a link to the site
on instant messenger away messages
and posting their favorite videos from
the site in Web forums. Several videos,
including one that “was actually viral,”
Silverman said, about an undercover
news investigation on dirty hotel glasses, have drawn in more viewers.
Silverman keeps the Web site
afloat through Google ads. Clicking
on a video with a certain title, such
as the popular “Shoes” will provide
you with Google links to the latest
shoes sales or popular shoe stores.
Silverman is also using funds he garnered from his previous Web site
– a Chipotle database that calculated

how many calories in a burrito and
received roughly 2,500 hits per day.
One of the most innovative
aspects of the Web site is the “Top
5” page, which displays the top-five
most watched videos from the most
popular video Web sites, such as
YouTube and College Humor. The
page is updated daily. Another popular feature is the “Hall of Fame” page.
The page includes “Grape Stomp,” a
video that Silverman said was “his
inspiration for creating a viral video
Web site.” The video is a live news
clip of a reporter falling over while
stomping grapes, and the main newscasters’ forced responses are right out
of a Will Ferrell movie.
Silverman is currently developing membership benefits for those
who register for the site. When this
process is complete, members will be
able to mark a list of favorites, comment on videos, submit videos and
keep different lists.
Best Viral is an ever-expanding
site. Plans for the future include creating topic-related pages. There will
soon be a “Top 5” list for different
topics, such as political and entertainment videos. Silverman also said he
hopes to involve GW students in the
advancement of the site.
Silverman said, “I don’t expect
the Web site to stop growing anytime
soon. It’s only getting bigger.” 

It may not seem like an issue on campus, but
HIV is an infection that has affected the D.C. area.
Among D.C. residents, the rate of infection
is about one in 20, said Susan Haney, director of
outreach for Student Health Service. The extent to
which the virus exists on campus is not monitored,
so there are no statistics for the infection rate among
students, she said.
Haney said that whatever the rate is, she feels it
has been “relatively stable” over the past few years,
noting
g that there has been no evidence of a dramatic
change in prevalence of HIV/AIDS at GW.
Haney said she is optimistic about saying “on
the whole,” most students “are aware of the truths
of HIV/AIDS.”
The acronym stands for human immunodeficiency virus, which attacks T-cells in the immune
system and weakens the body’s ability to respond
to maladies and diseases. It is found in the blood,
semen or vaginal fluid of an infected person.
HIV may be transmitted in three main ways: by
having sex (anal, vaginal or oral), sharing needles
with an infected person or by being exposed to the
virus before birth. Because it cannot live on its own
outside of a human host for a very long period, it
cannot be transmitted through activities such as kissing or touching an afflicted person.
HIV will eventually develop into acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), but the process can be forestalled with aggressive anti-retroviral
drug therapy.
Senior Gyawu Mahama, the media coordinator for the GW chapter of the Student Global AIDS
Campaign, said that HIV/AIDS is higher in less economically developed countries because it is significantly more difficult to access anti-retroviral therapies
that would slow the spread of the infection.
“There is definitely an economic aspect to it,”
Mahama said, “and to deny this would be silly.”
SGAC chapter leader Elizabeth Ramey, a senior,
said that SGAC seeks to “advocate for a nuanced
understanding” of the disease to combat its spread
more effectively.
To do this, SGAC aims to educate GW students,
faculty and staff about the known facts of HIV/
AIDS through a wide range of activities. In the past
some of these activities have included sponsoring
p
g an
HIV/AIDS testing event, a safe-sex workshop and a
letter-writing campaign to members of Congress on
behalf of those afflicted with the disease. 
–Max McGowen
Weekly Check-Up is a regular feature in Life. If you have
a topic you want to know about, e-mail features@gwhatchet.
com.
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Please join us for a

GW TOWN HALL MEETING
FOR STUDENTS
STUDENT TOWN HALL & RECEPTION
Tuesday, January 15, 2008
5–6:30pm
Jack Morton Auditorium
GW Media and Public Affairs Building
805 21st Street, NW
Board of Trustees Chairman W. Russell Ramsey, B.B.A. ’81
Vice Chairman Nelson A. Carbonell, Jr., B.S. ’85
GW President Steven Knapp
and Student Association President Nicole Capp
will host a town hall meeting to listen to your thoughts and ideas on
matters of importance to you and the University–now and for the future.

RSVP to uevents@gwu.edu or (202) 994-7129.

YOUR VOICE IS IMPORTANT

For further information visit www.townhall.gwu.edu

|9

The GW Hatchet

10 | Monday, December 10, 2007

News

Commentators debate religion

BEAUTIFULBELLA

Pundits do not agree
on origin of the
universe
by Meg Palmer
Hatchet Reporter
Age-old questions about the universe’s
origin and the concept of God were up for
debate at Marvin Center last Wednesday.
Dinesh D’Souza, a conservative pundit
for National Review, and Michael Shermer, founder of the Skeptics Society, sparred
over religion, values and morality in a debate sponsored by the Young America’s
Foundation.
“Everyone knows nonreligious people
who are moral and religious people who
are immoral, and the religious people are
not any better than the rest of us,” Shermer
said.
D’Souza, a Roman Catholic, attacked
atheism as “the opiate of the morally corrupt,” and provided a logical argument for
the existence of God.
“Everything that has a beginning has a
cause,” D'Souza said. “The universe has a
beginning, therefore it has a cause, and the
cause is God.”
Shermer disagreed, calling atheism
“the default place to begin when you don’t
believe in something,” and God “a linguistic place-filler, another word for ‘I don’t
know.’” He also listed numerous problems
he sees in religion, such as hypocrisy when
choosing which passages of the Bible individuals choose to follow as doctrine.
“The Bible (discusses) how slaves need
to be submissive to their masters,” he said.
“You can pick and choose biblical passages
to support whatever you want.”
Shermer later attacked organized religion, especially Christianity, for its attempts to get others to follow specific precepts.
“Christians will not mind their own
business until every knee is bowed,” he
said.
The two speakers also debated the
interplay between science and religion.

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

Dinesh D'Souza (left) of National Review and Michael Shermer (right) of the
Skeptics society respectively, debate the merits of Christianity and athiesm.
D’Souza claimed that the two are not incompatible with one another.
“Shermer said that science that shows
us (the answers), but he never showed us
science,” D’Souza said. He further likened
his opponent’s arguments to Sen. Ted Kennedy’s (D-Mass.) underwear – “it’s a big
stretch.”
“It’s an extraordinary claim to say that
the world is just what you see,” he said,
noting that history’s greatest scientists all
believed in a higher power.
Shermer said that if God does exist, he
is decidedly “egocentric.”
“Thanks a lot, God, for creating a universe where you can only live on Earth,”
he said.
Even after the event’s conclusion, both
participants continued to expand on their
beliefs. Shermer insisted religion developed after morality.
“Religion came along after the start of
civilization,” Shermer said in an interview.
“There had to be some codified set of rules
by which to live.”
D’Souza said atheism does not neces-

sarily beget immorality but that it provides
an excuse for not behaving morally.
“One of the incentives of atheism is
that it allows people to escape moral codes
like the 10 Commandments,” he said.
Sergio Gor, president of the GW Young
America’s Foundation, said the event exposed a side of the debate on religion that
“you generally don’t get to see in class.”
Simon Davis, an Arlington, Va. resident who attended the event, said he was
glad to see people debating science and religion, although he said D’Souza espoused
a lot of factually inaccurate statements.
“It’s a step forward that they’re talking
about this,” he said.
In contrast, one attendee said the debate reflected a disappointing trend in
American discourse.
Michael Weinart, a community member, said, “The audience’s reaction illustrates an unwillingness of atheists to take
seriously the beliefs of others and listen
with an open mind.” 
–Nathan Grossman contributed
to this report.
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When you're feeling lonely
you could get a pony
(or eat balogna)
or just read us online
at www.gwhatchet.com

Can you do
better?
joinus@
gwhatchet.com

Alex Florescu/Hatchet photographer

Junior Ashley Heacock belly dances at an Arab Student Association
Hafia celebration Thursday night in the Marvin Center.

RIAA

that it will have a tremendous impact
nationwide,” Beckerman said.
Beckerman added if GW’s subpoena was dismissed, it would
from p.1
impact the RIAA’s entire campaign,
University has not challenged or both against college students and the
general population.
supported the subpoena.
An RIAA spokesperson said her
“(GW) said ‘We will just tell the
students and if they want to do organization is unfazed by the GW
something, fine,’” Robertson said. student opposition.
“We continue – and will con“‘If they don’t that’s fine too, we’ll
just turn over the names. We don’t tinue – to bring legal action against
individuals engaghave a dog in this
ing in illegal music
fight.’”
file-trafficking
Robertson
via college netsaid the GW case,
“We continue – and will
works,” said Cara
in addition to
continue – to bring legal
a
Duckworth,
cases at William
spokesperson for
and Mary and
action against individuals the RIAA.
University
of
also
North Carolina
engaging in illegial music saidDuckworth
legal action is
are likely to have
not the first choice
an impact on the
file-trafficking via college
of the RIAA but
East Coast. On the
networks”
despite education
West Coast, there
campaigns, illegal
is also a major
condownloads
development at
CARA DUCKWORTH
tinue to be a probthe University of
RIAA SPOKESPERSON
lem.
Oregon,
where
Several months
the school – rathago, the first jury
er than students
trial regarding illegal downloading
– fought the subpoena.
Ray Beckerman, an intellectual finished in favor of the RIAA. The
property expert who maintains the defendant, a mother from Minnesota,
blog “Recording Industry vs. the was asked to pay $9,250 for each of
People,” also feels the GW case will the 24 songs listed in the suit.
“There is no excuse to getting
have national significance.
“If (the judge) issues a decision music illegally,” Duckworth said.
which recognizes the flaws in the “The legal marketplace deserves the
RIAA’s ‘ex parte’ evidence, I predict chance to succeed.”

Save so much on gear that you’ll
actually be able to go someplace
cool to use it.

College Stu
Students
dents

Get 15% OFF full-price items.
Must show valid college ID. Restrictions apply; visit store for details.

Arlington
The Market Common
2800 Clarendon Blvd.
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Major
j D.C. tax
corruption hits
over whether Gandhi will be under investigation along with those already
charged – Harriette Walters, Diane Gustus and others.
Walters, 51, who was formerly
the manager in charge of property tax
refunds and Gustus, another tax employee, are charged with signing off on
checks made out to fictional companies
by Marisa Kabas
controlled by members of Walters own
Hatchet Staff Writer
family.
On June 9, 2000, a check of more than
While most GW students were still $181,000-was signed off to “Bellarmine
roaming the halls of their middle schools, & Associates,” one such fictitious operaa corruption case with potential to be the tion, according to The Examiner. In 2006
largest in local government history was a $346,700 check was made out to anothbrewing in the District.
er fictitious company called “Bilkemor
The D.C. Office of Tax and Revenue LLC,” according to the Post. These are
has been under been under investiga- just a few of the dummy corporations
tion by the U.S. Atpurportedly set up to
torney’s office in
take the money from the
Washington, after it
pockets of D.C. taxpayers
discovered millions
and put it in the bank acof dollars in quescounts of Walters and his
tionable property tax
co-conspirators.
refunds.
were also
“Who is responsible?” madeChecks
The office allegout to real estate
edly made checks
lawyer Jeffrey Nadel
out to companies for
and attorney David Fuss.
DAN KEATING
large tax refunds –
When confronted, both
REPORTER
but many of the commen denied having any
panies appear not to
involvement in the activiexist.
ties and were confused as
Analysis shows
to why their names apthat this scandal
peared on the fraudulent
could go as far back
checks.
as 1999, according to
Walters has confessed
The Washington Post, and D.C. taxpay- to her actions and admits that she signed
ers might have had as much as $44.3 each and every voucher, according to
million used towards these suspicious The Post. She is being held without bail
refunds, according to the latest estimate. until all the stolen funds can be located.
Another point of contention is that
Keating said the Post’s analysis of
the D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty’s current city documents was in response to a
Chief Financial Officer Natwar M. Gan- Nov. 8 FBI raid on the Office of Tax and
dhi headed the Office of Tax and Rev- Revenue. He added that 15 employees of
enue when the suspect refunds started the office have already lost their jobs and
being issued.
a criminal investigation is pending.
“The mayor is saying there is no
“The main question is, ‘Who is going
reason to involve the CFO,” said Dan to be held responsible?’” Keating said in
Keating, a Pulitzer Prize-winning inves- a phone interview.
tigative journalist and Washington Post
Natalie Wilson, spokesperson for
database editor working on this devel- the Office of the CFO, was not able to be
oping story.
reached for comment. 
There continues to be speculation

D.C. tax office
under investigation
for missing millions

CHARTER
from p. 1
to the concerns of some students and instead
were guided by Student Activities Director
Tim Miller, who is the SA adviser. Miller said
SAC will not support anything but an online
election.
“I think that Tim in his dual role as director of SAC and SA adviser should be careful
in the way he make statements,” Basden said.
“It is an abuse of power. It is strengthening
the idea of a hidden agenda.”
Kroeger said Miller should be allowed to
express his support of online voting.
“Tim and SAC have been instrumental in
running these elections for years,” he said.
“There is no one who has had more involvement.”
Although he is not against online voting,
Basden said that candidates could exploit the
system.
“You have a … situation where candidates
could go door to door and force students to
vote a certain way,” Basden said.
Kroeger said he does not see a problem
with online voting.
“It brings more people into voting,”
Kroeger said. “If you bring a computer into a
dorm room, it engages more people.”
The eradication of slates could hinder the
ability of some students to run a campaign,
Basden said.
“Voting is the will of people,” he said.
“Objectively speaking the SA should have no
incentive to influence the slate.”
He added, “As long I have the option to
vote for an independent, it is fair.”
Sen. Kevin Kozlowski (U-At Large), chair
of the rules committee, said that the SA
should not revert to the way it behaved in
the past.
Kozlowski said, “Getting rid of slates and
progressing to online voting are steps in the
right direction, moving us forward from the
old Student Association days of petty infighting and bickering.” 
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SEAS seeks more funding
Panal says school
needs more students
by Eric Thibault
Hatchet Staff Writer
The School of Engineering and Applied Science needs new facilities so
that it can attract more students and
cover its overhead costs, according to
a year-long review released last week.
“One of our top priorities and major finding of the commission was that
a new science and education complex
would increase enrollment by attracting more students,” said Donald Lehman, executive vice president for academic affairs.
Lehman and Timothy Tong, the
dean of the engineering school who
will retire at the end of the year, chairs
the commission. The Graduate School
of Education and Human Development was also under review.
GSEHD and SEAS do not bring
in enough money to support its academic endeavors. The University has
been stuck with funding the schools
through its operating budget.
“The purpose of the report was to

move both of these programs towards
a higher level of academic excellence,”
Lehman said. “This requires constantly working on improvement, but the
reports were also generated out of
concern for the financial wellbeing of
the schools.”
Professors involved with the review said providing more incentives
for faculty to do research could help
SEAS and GSEHD get more grants.
“SEAS has experienced a downturn in undergraduate enrollments
and in external research funding in
recent years, but this downturn can
be reduced if the school increases
its recruitment efforts with faculty
participation and makes some policy changes regarding research and
scholarship,” said commission member and chemistry professor David
Ramaker.
The engineering school has been
receiving fewer and fewer outside research grants in recent years, Lehman
said. The school received $12.5 million
in outside research funding for the
past academic year.
GSEHD’s review concluded that
the school should not be held responsible for its lack of profit as it does
not enroll undergraduate students, a
major source of tuition revenue. The

school’s graduate students are often
enticed to come because of the promise of large scholarships, a practice
the school is responsible for that does
contribute to its declining financial
well-being.
Though it may be impossible for
GSHED to cover its overhead costs,
the commission said the school needs
to increase the number of doctoral
programs it offers and boost research
to combat its financial troubles.
“I believe (GSEHD) has a number
of strengths to build on, including
national rankings that put it among
the top 20 or 30 of education in the
country,” said Carol Sigelman, cochair of the GSEHD commission and
associate vice president for graduate
studies and academic affairs. “The
findings mean work for the faculty,
but stimulating work that the commission believes in will be well worth
the effort.”
The two commissions – one for
SEAS and one for GSHED – began
their work in September 2006. The reports released to faculty members last
week advise that the recommendations be implemented by 2020. 

Congressional hopeful returns to his alma mater
Not even last week’s snow could
keep an intimate group of students,
faculty and alumni from meeting at
the School of Media and Public Affairs Wednesday night to honor Illinois congressional hopeful John
Morris.
“None of you can vote for me,”
Morris told the attendees, “but I
couldn’t run without coming back
to where it all began.” Morris, a GW
alumnus, was Student Association
president in 1990 and a founder and
first fellow of the Presidential Administrative Fellowship. “This university has influenced every day of
my life since,” he said.
Morris is hoping to fill a Congressional seat being vacated by retiring

Rep. Ray LaHood (R-Ill.) and to represent the 18th Congressional District
of Illinois. He is vying for the position against two other candidates.
“One candidate is exceptionally
good… That’s me,” he joked.
Morris took a more serious tone
regarding his intention to bring
conservative Midwestern values to
Washington.
“We don’t need more D.C. in Illinois; we need more Illinois in D.C.,”
he said. His primary focus is national
security, and he wants to allocate a
greater percentage of the country’s
GDP to defense.
“The number one obligation of a
member of Congress is to keep the
security of the United States first and

The Hatchet's guide to procrastination

foremost,” he said.
Morris addressed questions from
students by including a slew of personal anecdotes laced with advice on
how to succeed in the political arena.
He emphasized the importance of
fundraising above all other factors.
The event in his honor was organized by the GW College Republicans.
“This is one of several events
we’ve had reaching out to alumni,”
said Chris Brooks, the organization’s
chairman.
Should Morris be successful in
both the primary and general elections, he will increase the number of
GW graduates in Congress to 19.
–Nicole Gulotta

Draw your way out of stress!
y
Bringg your
colored in copy
py to The Hatchet office at 2140 G St. The best will win
a GW Hatchet goodie bag!

Draw the ornaments
on the tree:
Color in the
cornucopia

Draw the candles on
the menorah:

COLLEGE NIGHT GAMES:
Nov. 14
Dec. 5
Dec. 19
Jan. 2
Feb. 6
Mar. 5
Apr. 2
Apr. 9

vs. Indiana
vs. Cleveland
vs. Chicago
vs. Detroit
vs. San Antonio
vs. Orlando
vs. Milwaukee
vs. Boston

7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Bring your College ID to your Campus Ticketmaster or to the Verizon Center Box Office and get a $10 Upper Level ticket!
Offer can only be redeemed day of game. One ticket per College ID.
Offer valid while supplies last.

For more information, log onto

WashingtonWizards.com
For accessible seating, call 202.661.5065
TTY 202.661.5066

The GW Hatchet, Monday, December 10, 2007
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds

CLASSIFIEDS

199 - GENERAL

455 - SPRING BREAK

610 - CHILD CARE

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?

**#1 SPRING BREAK TRIPS! 4 & 7 night
trips. Low prices guaranteed. Group discounts for 8+. Book 20 people, get 3 free
trips!@ Campus reps needed.
www.StudentCity.com or 800-293-1445.

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/hour. Register
free for jobs at www.student-sitters.com.

Happy, loving couple wishing to adopt a
baby. 703-435-9129 or e-mail Hoping2bParents@hotmail.com. Our web site:
www.hoping2bparents.com. Maybe we
can help each other!

615 - FULL TIME

SPRING BREAK Í08 The Ultimate Party
Lowest prices
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710

WholesalersCatalog.com

Buy Wholesale Gifts!!
save on holiday shopping buy
wholesale direct online

STAFF NEEDED
FOR HOLIDAY EVENTS!
We are currently seeking PART TIME
& FULL TIME Event Staff for Holiday
Events, Weddings, Conventions, Fundraisers and Private Parties: $13/hr to $20/
hr. Open jobs for cooks, greeters, servers, coat check, bartenders, promo models and much more. Apply at 1432 Duke
Street Alexandria, Va 22314 (2 BLOCKS
FROM KING STREET METRO) or apply
online: www.penguinjobs.com

460 - TRAVEL

wholesalerscatalog.com
SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

245 - RENT DC

499 - GENERAL

WOULD YOU WANT TO SHARE APT?
With Female roommate for Spring 2008.
Contact. 954-294-7032

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID
FREE QUOTES ON
WEBDESIGN

246 - RENT METRO
$920/1BR/month
571-970-6470

nonstop

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as

Need 1 quote for webdesign-Get 5 at bidOnWebDesign.com

PAID LOBBYING INTERNSHIP Government relations firm seeking paid spring interns. E-mail cover letter/resume to alexcox@chgassociates.com 202-969-2090

515 - GENERAL

665 - PART TIME

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www. AdCarClub.com.

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

bus

455 - SPRING BREAK
Spring Break 2008 Sell Trips, Earn Cash
and Go Free. Call for group discounts.
Best Deals Guaranteed! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com.

NEWYEARS ORLANDO Condo for rent,
New Year at Orlando, FL, Dec. 30 to
Jan.6, sleeps 8 full kitchen, 3 Baths $950
or best offer. Email: phantom111@cox.
net. or phone. 804-693-5186

We’re Hiring

Healthy Adult
Volunteers Needed

The GW Hatchet is currently seeking candidates for the following
positions:
Sales Rep
Sell advertising to our local clients and earn valuable sales experience and a real commission. Great opportunity for someone
interested in sales. Contact Kat Hatam, sales director, at khatam@
gwhatchet.com

The National Institute of Mental Health is
conducting a psychopharmacology study of
mild stress and memory. Participants will be
interviewed and will complete a series of tasks
during which physiological functioning will be
recorded. Volunteers must be between the ages
of 18-50.

Circulation Assistant
Looking for an easy job that gets you outside a few hours a week?
Our circulation assistants are the most important people in the
operation. If the paper doesn’t get out, then no one reads it. Join
our team! Email Kieran Wilde, classified & circulation manager at
circulation@gwhatchet.com.

Financial compensation will be provided
for participation.

Web Assistant
We need a few web assistants to help our rapidly growing online
presence continue its expansion. If you have experience in design,
PHP, XML. You don’t need to be a geek, but we certainly are a
geek-friendly environment. Contact Andy Nacin, web editor, at
anacin@gwhatchet.com

Receive a 30%
discount
with yyour GWorld

Hatchet
Th GW

33 Prefix with hedron
36 Is false to the
world
37 Get from ___
(progress
slightly)
38 Battle of the ___
15 Gumbo
(men vs.
vegetable
women)
16 Track shape
39 Stadium section
17 Allotment of
40 Studied
heredity units?
primarily, at
19 Parks who
college
pioneered in civil 42 Holder of 88
rights
keys
43 Caveman’s era
20 Our language:
44 Vintage
Abbr.
automotive inits.
21 Took the blue
45 Tennis great
ribbon
Arthur
22 Room to
46 Mediums’
maneuver
meetings
24 Nuclear power
50 Stewed to the
apparatus
gills
27 Top 10 tunes
53 King Kong, e.g.
28 Hole-punching
54 Lacto-___tool
vegetarian
29 Slender cigar
g
55 Sitarist Shankar
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56 Preacher’s skyhigh feeling?
60 Twistable cookie
61 Turn at roulette
62 Decaf brand
63 Give an alert
64 Direction of
sunup
65 Sticky problem

1

3

4

5

6

14
18

20

21

24

25

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

30

31

32

16

22

26

23

27
29

35

36

37

38

40

39

41

42

43

To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

44
45

50

51

National Institute of Mental Health

19

28
34

(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

No. 1029

15

17

33

Down
1 Hearty brew
2 Jim Carrey
comedy “Me,
Myself & ___”
3 Kingdom east of
Fiji
4 Milk for all it’s
worth
5 Pay-___-view
6 Travel by car
7 Closely related
(to)
8 Sign at a sellout
9 Bikini wearers’
markings
10 TV channel for
golfers?
11 State frankly
12 Shuttlelaunching org.
13 Murder
18 Delinquent G.I.
23 Greek H’s
25 Pasta-andpotato-loving
country?
26 Former rival of
Pan Am
27 Safe place
29 Mischievous
sprite
30 Director Kazan
31 Claim on
property

2

1-800-411-1222

National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Started a
cigarette
6 Sail supporter
10 Rooters
14 Left one’s seat

Call:

46

52

47

53
57

48

49

54

55

56

58

60

61

62

63

64

65

59

Puzzle by Fred Piscop

32 Prefix with
dynamic
33 Scots’ caps
34 Coup d’___
35 Japanese P.M.
during W.W. II
36 Mantel
38 Equine-looking
fish
41 Take a siesta

42 Split
S
___ soup
44 Fishing line
winder
46 Paid out
47 Nickels and
dimes
48 Call to mind
49 Sunken ship
finder
50 Furrowed part of
the head

51 Dr. Zhivago’s
love
52 1964 Dave Clark
Five song “Glad
All ___”
53 Hertz rival
57 Mileage rating
org.
58 Cleopatra’s biter
59 Eastern “way”

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Hard

1
4 6 7
5 6
3
6 2
3
1
8
1
9
9
1
7
4
5
6
7
4
7 1 5
9
5

Advertise
Here!
Get great,
affordable
exposure by
sponsoring
the bi-weekly
Sudoku
puzzle.
(202) 994-7682
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Allen returns in GW victory over Villanova
by Alex Byers
Hatchet Staff Writer

photos by Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Senior Whitney Allen (above) and junior Jazmine Adair (far right) elevate for layups against
Villanova University defenders Saturday afternoon. The Colonials won 67-52.

VILLANOVA, Pa., Dec. 8 —
The GW women’s basketball team
welcomed forward Whitney Allen
back to its lineup Saturday afternoon, after she had missed five
straight games with a broken left
ring finger. Allen’s five points,
nine rebounds and three steals
helped the Colonials topple Villanova University 67-52.
“She brings such a toughness
defensively and such a mental
toughness to the table,” GW head
coach Joe McKeown said of Allen.
“And experience. Whitney Allen is
a fifth-year senior. You can’t replace
that. She just knows what to do and
when to do it.”
Allen’s play was a boost to a
GW (7-3) squad that was visibly excited to hear its previously injured
teammate’s name called in the starting lineup. The No. 21 Colonials
(ESPN/USA Today) had hit a rough
patch last weekend without the services of Allen and injured junior Antelia Parrish in New Orleans, when
GW saw a 24-point lead slip through
its fingers at the hands of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
But while Allen might have pro-

vided the energy boost that got GW
going against the Wildcats, it was a
team effort that secured the win for
the Colonials. All but one player who
saw the hardwood scored at least
two points, and GW had 12 steals
from Villanova while limiting itself
to the same number of turnovers.
“(We had) great team defense, I
thought,” McKeown said. “Defensively, we did everything we were
supposed to do. They followed the
game plan to a 'T.'"
After the Colonials took a 34-19
lead into the break, the Wildcats
(7-2) got hot from beyond the threepoint line and cut GW’s margin to
three points, four minutes into the
second half. GW responded with 16
consecutive points to regain control
of the game and end any chance
of a another second-half collapse
– something senior Sarah-Jo Lawrence said the team discussed at
halftime.
“We talked about playing
40 minutes,” she said. “We can’t
have the same letdown as we did
(against UNLV). Even if they do get
a couple threes on us, that doesn’t
mean it’s the end of the game, and
we still have to play hard … We’re
not going to let those letdowns like
UNLV happen again.”

GW has a 10-day hiatus before
it hosts Loyola Marymount University on Dec. 18, and Allen said the
team is ready to prepare for its fourgame stretch over winter break.
“We’re going to really clamp
down and focus,” she said. “Work
on our weaknesses, continue on our
strengths, and go out there and get
some home wins.” 

Motivation, commitment guide women's squash
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writer
It has been a season of firsts
for the GW women’s squash
team.
The Colonials played in seven matches in three days at the
Wesleyan Round Robin Dec. 1-2
and defeated No. 22 Connecticut
College for the first time in GW
women’s squash history.
What makes this year’s
squad different than previous
ones is each player’s desire to
play better.
“It’s the best season we’ve
had so far,” said junior Rachael
Rayfield, one of the team’s three
captains. “Girls are definitely
more motivated and committed
than I’ve ever seen. This year everybody is exercising every day
and just really committed to it.”
Coach Maura Myers said
it is her squad’s attitude rather
than talent that is propelling the
change.
“Not a ton has changed in
terms of skill level or who’s actually on the team,” she said. “Everyone is just so much more into

it this year, working hard on their
own. Everyone comes to practice
really excited to be here.”
Whatever the motivation for
success, the team has begun to
reap the benefits of the strong
showing at the round robin.
Wins against Wesleyan University, Smith College and Connecticut College, coupled with a
9-0 win over Franklin and Marshall University in November,
are helping to establish the fiveyear-old program in the minds of
high school squash players. The
strong performances have garnered interest among prospective
athletes.
“I’ve gotten some emails this
week (from prospective players)
saying that they saw how we
did,” Myers said. “Once they see
us starting to beat or coming close
to beating schools they’re looking at, then it (can come down to)
which school they like better, not
which squash program is more
appealing. We’re sort of now up
there with a lot of (other top programs).”
Despite being without senior
Bettina Scott, another captain,

who has been sidelined with
inflammation of the tissue surrounding her hip, the squad remains positive about the second
half of the season. The team is returning to Foggy Bottom a week
early during winter break in order to train for and play a match
against the University of Toronto,
a school the Colonials have never
faced.
“Everyone’s really excited
for the second half of our season.
Everyone will work hard so that
we stay in the great shape that
we’re in right now, because no
one wants to lose,” senior Kara
Popwich, the squad's third captain, said.
The team’s ultimate goal this
season is to move up a level at the
Howe Cup, collegiate squash’s
team championship. The Colonials are currently in the D-Division and have their sights set
on making it into the C-Division.
The win over Connecticut College likely boosts GW’s chances
of that happening and Myers
said her team’s relatively unknown nature could also benefit
the squad.

“It would be very exciting for
us because there are no emerging
teams in that group; it’s pretty
much long-established varsity
programs, which is what we’re
trying to become,” Myers said.
“That’s what’s really nice about
our situation –– we can go into
matches and have nothing to
lose and that’s what we did this
weekend.”
Rayfield has a simpler individual goal, a goal that embodies
the new competitive spirit of the
team.
She said, “There’s a lot of girls
I want to beat out there.” 

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

Sophomore Kate Balland (background) and junior Rachael Rayfield practice at the Lerner Health and Wellness Center.
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Virginia Tech runs over Colonials Hobbs implies
GW scores 36, lowest point total under head coach Karl Hobbs
NOTEBOOK

criticism is unfair

Wesley Witherspoon (above),
brother of junior
Wynton, is rumored to be considering attending GW Coach
Karl Hobbs (right)
was not happy
with his team or
the media.

photos by Ben Solomon/senior photo editor

Junior Wynton Witherspoon (right), a Virginia Tech transfer, watches his former teammates celebrate after defeating GW. Sophomore Hermann Opoku (below) struggles against two defenders. The Hokies were too much for the Colonials, winning 68-36.

BASKETBALL
from p.1
Offensive sets seemed to be abandoned in
favor of quick threes or standing around and
watching an overmatched Colonial be denied
in the post.
Junior Wynton Witherspoon, who transferred to GW from Virginia Tech before the 20062007 season, was greeted with a chorus of boos
and chants of “traitor” every time he touched
the ball. Witherspoon seemed to try his best
to ignore the chants, a response that may have
taken part of his attention away from the game
and caused him to miss shots early. Witherspoon
shot just 3-for-10 but led the team in rebounds
and minutes, hustling throughout.

Greenberg had only good things to say
about Witherspoon after the game, telling the
Atlanta native that he “loved him to death.”
“I think the world of Wynton,” he added.
“It will be very easy for me to root for him this
year.”
Junior Rob Diggs, GW’s leading scorer coming into the game, was held scoreless in 21
minutes, missing six shots from the field. When
given the ball down low, the 6-foot-8 forward
was swarmed by aggressive Tech defenders,
forcing him to rush a shot or pass. The plays
summarized the game as a whole. Their results
– usually a Hokie fast break – explained the
32-point margin of victory.
No players were made available for comment.
The Colonials next play Thursday at 1-7
Binghamton (N.Y.).

BLACKSBURG, Va., Dec. 9
— During his post-game press
conference, GW men’s basketball
coach Karl Hobbs mentioned being “outplayed in every facet of
the game” during the team’s 6836 loss to Virginia Tech.
“They out-physicaled us,
they out-ran us, they out-shot us
– they dominated in every phase
of the game,” he said.
But the coach would not
analyze what he thought of his
coaching during the game. When
asked by The Hatchet if “every
facet of the game” included being
out-coached, Hobbs said, “You
can say that if you want,” and declined clarification upon request.
After the press conference,
Hobbs took aside in the tunnel
and said, “When I get some top50 recruits, you can ask me about
being out-coached.” Asked if he
is exonerated from any blame because he does not have top-notch
recruits, Hobbs said, “No,” but
restated, “When I get some top50 recruits, you can ask me about
being outcoached.”
Director of Athletics Jack
Kvancz then led Hobbs away.

Prior to the incident, Hobbs
referred to Virginia Tech's coach
Seth Greenberg as “a very good
basketball coach.”
During his seven-year tenure
at GW and as an assistant coach
at the University of Connecticut,
Hobbs has earned a reputation
for being a superb evaluator of
talent, recruiter and developer of
players.
Virginia Tech has three top100 recruits and another one
coming in next season.
Wesley Witherspoon, the
54th-ranked recruit in the country according to rivals.com, was
in attendance Sunday night, sitting behind GW’s bench in a No.
11 GW warm-up jersey.
Witherspoon is rumored
to be interested in playing for
Hobbs, but was mum during an
interview with The Hatchet during the game. He said he liked
the attention of being a recruit
but seemed disappointed in
GW’s play (the Colonials trailed
30-14 at the time).
He would not give a timetable for a decision on his future. 
–Andrew Alberg
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Thinking about studying abroad next year?

Madam C.J. Walker

Stressed about getting the classes you need for Spring semester?

Entrepreneur
(1867-1919)

Abraham Lincoln

Sara Jones

16th President

Vaccine Trial Participant

(1809-1865)

(Present day)

Not sure where to live your junior year?
*GUIFBOTXFSUPBOZPGUIFTFRVFTUJPOTJTZFT ZPVOFFEUPMFBSONPSFBCPVUUIF
(8'PDVTPO'BMM"CSPBEQSPHSBNGPS'BMM
"UUFOEPOFPGUIFVQDPNJOHJOGPSNBUJPOTFTTJPOTPSWJTJUPVSXFCTJUF UPMFBSO
NPSF'PDVTPO'BMM"CSPBEQSPHSBNBQQMJDBUJPOTBSFEVF+BOVBSZ 

0DUPCFS
.POEBZ  
/PWFNCFS
5IVSTEBZ  
8FEOFTEBZ 
5VFTEBZ  
%FDFNCFS
.POEBZ  
8FEOFTEBZ 

oBN

.BSWJO$FOUFS

oQN
oQN
oQN





.BSWJO$FOUFS
.BSWJO$FOUFS
.BSWJO$FOUFS

oQN
oQN 

.BSWJO$FOUFS
.BSWJO$FOUFS

XXXTUVEZBCSPBEHXVFEV'PDVT0O'BMM

You don't have to pioneer an industry or
lead a nation to be an everyday hero.
Help researchers develop potentially lifesaving vaccines for HIV, Ebola, flu, and other
infectious diseases.There is no risk of becoming infected with a virus from a vaccine,
and you are paid for your participation. Ultimately, volunteering a small amount of
your time in a vaccine clinical research trial could help to prevent a pandemic. And
that’s amazing no matter who you are.

To be a Vaccine Trial Volunteer, call 1-866-833-LIFE,
TTY 866-411-1010, or visit www.vrc.nih.gov
VACCINE RESEARCH CENTER • NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH • U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

