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DEMOCRACY
Primary season brings
out young area voters
by Sarah Biggart
Hatchet Reporter
Polling officials in Foggy Bottom said turnout for this year’s elections was
significantly higher than past presidential primaries in the area, as primarilyDemocratic residents and students came out to vote Tuesday.
Election coordinators at St. Mary’s Court, one of six polling stations in the
Foggy Bottom area, estimated an increase in voter turnout of four to five times
that of the 2004 presidential priCheck out who students
mary.
Officials at Smith Center’s
are supporting in the GW
polling location also cited a conSee ELECTION, p.B4
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(Above) Non-degree seeking student Kate Parker votes at Smith Center Tuesday afternoon. (Top) Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) speaks to a packed house in University of
Maryland's Comcast Center Monday afternoon.

Next year’s projected tuition represents the lowest cost bump in more than
a decade, but at GW – where tuition is the
top-earner – this has left administrators
scrambling to streamline next year’s budget and find more alternative funding.
The Board of Trustees approved
a plan Friday to increase tuition by 3
percent, a far cry from the double-digit
spikes of several years ago. It also ranks
below the 6.3 percent average increase for
private institutions last year, according to
a College Board news release.
University President Steven Knapp's
dictum to slow tuition growth puts pressure on the school to adapt a budget
less dependent on student revenue, said
Executive Vice President and Treasurer
Lou Katz. He said they hope fundraising
will replace a good portion of this money
in the next five years.
It is a significant goal because tuition
and required fees generated more than
$500 million last year for University operations – 70 percent of all annual revenue
– according to the capital budget. About a
quarter of this money goes to financial aid,
which is where Katz said he hopes to see
the most growth from outside donations.
More than half of the University’s
operating budget is funded by tuition – a
statistic that puts GW atop many peer
institutions. It also makes the school economically fragile if enrollment suffers.
Katz said the administration are ready to
leave this behind.
“The financial position of the institution has increased from year to year, and
we believe we can manage the institution
with lower tuition increases,” he said.
Katz said they have to look for ways
to make the budget as efficient as possible
See TUITION, p. A6

U.K. official proposes changes Upon graduation,
Lord chancellor envisions written
constitution, new bill of rights
by Alexa Millinger
Assistant News Editor

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editort

Jack Straw, the United Kingdom's lord
chancellor and justice secretary, hopes to
draft Britain's first written constitution.

United Kingdom Justice Secretary
Jack Straw discussed his long-term
goals to draft Britain’s first written
constitution, beginning with a new
bill of rights and responsibilities, in a
speech at the Law School Wednesday
morning.
Straw has served as the U.K.’s
lord chancellor and justice secretary
since June 2007 and spoke to an audience of law students and professors as
part of a three-day visit to the U.S.
Straw praised the U.S. Constitution and the “civic duty” that it fosters.
“The (sense) of civic duty in the
U.S. is something which is worth us
emulating,” he said.

Straw cited a U.S. poll that found
a majority of U.S. citizens considered
the Bill of Rights essential. He said he
would be interested to know the results if a similar poll were conducted
in Britain.
“The British people have developed an innate understanding of their
rights,” he said. “(The) next stage is to
look at whether we need to better articulate these rights.”
The U.K. does not have a single
written constitution and is governed
by a framework of documents dating back to the Magna Carta, written
in 1215, and common law. Most recently, Parliament passed the Human
Rights Act in 1998 to further enforce
the European Convention on HuSee STRAW, p. A6

Web site mocks SA candidate
Prank site redirects
to Wikipedia's entry for "race card"
by Andrew Nacin
and Eric Roper
Hatchet Editors
A senior adviser for Student Association presidential candidate Tarek
Al-Hariri admitted yesterday to creating
fake campaign Web sites to mock SA Sen.
OG Oyiborhoro.
Freddie de Sibert, a senior, registered
the online domain og4sa.com Feb. 7 and

had it redirect to the Wikipedia entry
for “race card.” Al-Hariri said he was
unaware of de Sibert’s actions until The
Hatchet informed him Wednesday afternoon. De Sibert is an authorized representative for Al-Hariri’s campaign, according to the Joint Elections Committee.
He also created Al-Hariri's Web site.
Oyiborhoro (CCAS-U), who is black,
said he was disappointed with the incident.
"It's unfortunate that people lower
themselves like that at this great University," he said. "That's not needed here on
our campus at all."
De Sibert also registered two other
domains, og4gw.com and gwfeed.org,
which reference Oyiborhoro and his GW
F.E.E.D. initiative, said a representative
from 1&1 Hosting, which provides Web

hosting
services.
De Sibert’s
phone number
was also listed
in public Internet records as a
contact for the
three domains.
He
initially
denied
any
involvement
Tarek Al-Hariri
with the incident when contacted Wednesday morning, but later confessed when presented
with information linking him to the domains.
Brad Hesells, an agent in the

health care changes
by Eric Thibault
Hatchet Staff Writer
Graduating seniors think a lot about
their future – where to live, what type
of job to get, whether they want to consider attending graduate school. One
aspect of the future graduating seniors
do not think about is healthcare.
The need for affordable and or universal healthcare is an important issue
in the Democratic presidential primaries, but what many graduating seniors
don’t realize is how soon this issue will
affect them personally.
Students living in this country, one
that does not provide healthcare for
all its citizens, are generally no longer
eligible to receive healthcare benefits
through their parents’ plans once they
graduate.
“I think it’s a tremendous burden,”
said Katie Robbins, assistant national
coordinator of Health Care Now, an
organization that advocates for universal health care. “There is a lot of stress in
the final days of college when students
have a lot of pressure to get a job so that
their health insurance does not lapse.”
Health care regulations vary in
each state, but several states have
passed laws that permit young
adults to stay covered under
their parents’ health care
plans until age 24 or 25.
The Consolidated Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation

Act, otherwise known as COBRA,
allows students set to lose their dependent status to extend their coverage
under their parent’s plan for up to
36 months. COBRA’s downside is that
users must pay the full cost of their
health service providers’ premiums.
Many students interviewed said
they have not yet started thinking about
health care.
“I was not aware that I would lose
coverage after I graduate, but now I
plan to look into that,” junior Baber
Mohammed said. “I’m not even sure
my parents know that, but it is definitely something I am concerned with.”
There are currently 47 million
Americans without health care, and
one third of all people ages 18 to 30 are
uninsured. Nonworking college graduates do have several options to secure
coverage once they graduate and before
they are employed, but experts say
many of these options are simply unaffordable.
“The best outcome is a job with an
employer that offers health insurance
as part of your employee benefits, but if
See HEALTHCARE, p. A6
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Spring Film Series:
Enchanted
A film starring Amy Adams
and Patrick Dempsey
about a fairy-tale princess
that ends up in modernday New York City.
7 p.m. and 10 p.m. (two
screenings)
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom
Sponsored by Program
Board
HIV AIDS and the challenges
for India
A lecture by Geeta Rau
Gupta, president of the
International Center for
Research on Women.
12:30 to 1:45 p.m.
Chung Wen-Shih Conference Room, Suite 503,
1957 E St.
RSVP to gsigur@gwu.edu
Sponsored by the Sigur
Center for Asian Studies

Friday
Hip-Hop panel discussion
A discussion focused on
the evolution and current
state of hip-hop music,
featuring speakers from
XM satellite radio, among
others. The event will also
feature a hip-hop performance.
7 to 10 p.m.
Columbian Square, J
Street
Sponsored by GW NAACP
GW first rugby practice
GW will hold its first practices of the season on Friday and Monday. Anyone
with any level of experience
is invited to come out and
play! Bring a pair of cleats
(if you have them) a water
bottle and a desire to play
hard.
5 to 7 p.m.
23rd and Constitution
Sponsored by GW Rugby

GREEKBRIEF
Statistics from spring fraternity
recruitment show growth
Interest in joining fraternities made a comeback this
semester and initial reports of
the Inter-Fraternity Council’s
spring recruitment numbers
show many more men are joining fraternities than did this
past fall.
“There were at least 77
pledges,” said Bob Kickish,
president of the Inter-Fraternity Council. “Some of the chapters haven’t gotten their final
numbers in yet. Also, not all
of the chapters recruited this
season.”
Though not all IFC fraternities have tallied or reported
their recruitment statistics,
the numbers reported so far
already indicate a recruitment
period more successful than
the fall and more successful
than previous spring semesters.
“There were a lot more (interested men) this season than
last spring. These numbers are
significantly higher than past
years,” Kickish said. “For instance, my fraternity, Phi (Kappa) Psi, had twice the spring
pledges of last year.”
This year ’s fall recruitment
numbers were significantly
smaller than in past years, but
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success this spring was able to
compensate.
“It just seemed like the
freshmen this year wanted more
time to check out the fraternities on campus,” said Kickish.
“Fall is always a bigger rush,
but this year it seemed like the
big spring numbers made up
for the fall.”
Kickish emphasized that
more non-Greek letter GW
students were getting more
involved in Greek life events,
and this shift may have boosted this spring’s rush numbers.
“This year lots of nonGreeks showed up to Greek
life,” Kickish said. “I think
they saw what it was all about.
It might have been something
(that brought them out this)
spring.”
Jordan Teller, vice president of recruitment for the
Inter-Fraternity Council, said
the reputation of the Greek
community at GW might be
changing.
The community’s getting a
more positive connotation here
– people are seeing Greek life
in a more positive light, and
that’s what we’re going for,”
Teller said. “As we get more
publicity, like through philanthropy events that get our
name out there positively, the
more good works for the community we do, we do better.”

SANOTE
SA presidential candidate's name will not
appear on ballot due to lack of signatures
Student Association Sen. OG Oyiborhoro's name will not appear on the
ballot for SA president. He will now
run a write-in campaign for the top job,
he said late Wednesday night.
The Joint Elections Committee did
not approve his petition for SA president because Oyiborhoro failed to get
enough signatures, according to the
JEC. Oyiborhoro had only 400 signatures on official JEC petition forms with
another 147 signatures on plain, white
paper, according to a JEC complaint obtained by The Hatchet.
“After lengthy consideration, we
felt that consistency in application of

HIGH 57 | LOW 30

SNAPSHOT Splendid Stephanopoulos

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

George Stephanopoulos discusses his personal and professional life with SMPA professor and
former CNN correspondent Frank Sesno at Jack Morton Auditorium Tuesday night. See gwhatchet.com for the full story.

–Alyssa Vincent-Hill
the rules would set a precedent for the
remainder of the election process insuring a friendly, fair election,” wrote JEC
Chairman Ben Balter, in an e-mail.
Shortly after the JEC decision, Oyibrohoro told The Hatchet he will now
run a write-in campaign for SA president.
“It is a testament of standing up
to adversity and moving forward,” he
said.
Oyiborhoro said former SA Sen.
Chris Rotella, who filed the complaint,
and SA Sen. Kevin Kozlowski (U-At
Large), who is running for SA president, “represent the old establishment”
that “quivers in the face of change.”
“I think it is time for change and
something new,” he said.
Rotella said he is a graduating senior and is no longer a member of the
SA. He added that the irregularities in

the petition submitted by Oyiborhoro
would eventually come to light.
“It is about the rules and being
fair,” Rotella said. “His signatures
aren’t valid.”
Kozlowski, a junior, said in a statement that he respects the JEC’s decision and will work for all students, if
elected.
“The job of the JEC is to enforce all
of the rules, and I have pledged to run
a clean, transparent campaign that follows the rules,” he said. “As SA president, I will work to represent all students and advocate on their behalf.”
At the JEC meeting, the committee also voted to approve SA Executive
Vice Presidential candidate Kyle Boyer ’s petition after a complaint had been
filed that he did not acquire enough
signatures to run for office.
– Andrew Ramonas

Corrections
In "Nine enter Hall of Fame,"
(Feb. 11, p. B7), The Hatchet
misstated that tennis player David Haggerty started the Prince
tennis
company.
Haggerty
worked at Prince and was later
U.S. CEO of Head, another tennis company.
In "GW professors give mostly to Dems," (Feb. 11, p. A1) The
Hatchet mistakenly said that
the Barack and Michelle Obama
went to the University of Chicago with history professor
Adele Alexander's daughter.
The Obamas worked at the university during this time.
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A war-torn
education
Israeli professors
dicuss college in
war time
by Noura Ismail
and Sarah Karlin
Hatchet Reporters
At Sapir College, exams are
consistently interrupted by sirens
warning students that a Kassam
rocket has been launched. Once the
sirens go off, the students have approximately 15 seconds to exit the
test area and seek shelter.
This scenario can happen more
than five times during the course
of a three-hour exam, but students
are not given any extra time to
complete their work. The sirens
and potential for danger are simply part of daily life at this Israeli
university, located less than a mile
from the Gaza Strip.
Two Sapir professors spoke to
a group of about 15 GW students
and community members Monday afternoon at Marvin Center.
The professors addressed their
mission to continue to educate students while living in the midst of a
heated political conflict.
“People in this area don’t lead
normal lives,” said Uri Bibi, chair
of human resources management
at Sapir. “You can’t lead a normal
life under these circumstances.”
Despite having to deal with
violence and attacks on their campus on a daily basis, Sapir’s professors emphatically refuse to discuss
politics.
“I’m an educator. I’m not a politician,” said Ruth Eitan, a modern
history professor and head of overseas programs at Sapir. “What I’m
trying to do is with words, with
attitude ... I do believe that slowly,
slowly you can change.”
As the largest public university
in Israel, Sapir has an extremely
multicultural student body. More
than one-fifth of its about 5,000 students were born outside Israel and
about 400 of those students are not
Jewish.
“You can find people coming
to class in a veil and people coming to class in a military uniform,”
Bibi said.
The professors said they hope

that education can be a bridge between the Israeli and Palestinian
societies.
“We believe we can raise an
alternative to war and politics and
this alternative is education,” Bibi
said.
Teaching and studying in this
hostile environment has taken a
toll on Sapir’s students, faculty and
staff. Many students suffer from severe anxiety attacks.
Despite these challenges Bibi
said the faculty is committed to
high academic standards and to
helping the student body stay resilient in spite of their unique learning environment.
“We are a unique college because for the last seven years we
are under Kassam attack, a terror
attack and yet our students stay in
college,” Eitan said.
While the Israeli professors
said they want to separate education from politics, Israeli Apartheid
Week brought Middle East politics
to campuses around the globe last
week. Cities and colleges hosted
lectures, discussions and documentary screenings to call attention to injustices inflicted on Palestinians.
The goal of the week is to advocate for full equality of Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel and to call
for an end to Israeli occupation of
the Golan Heights, the West Bank,
East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.
As part of Israeli Apartheid
Week, the GW Campus Anti-war
Network (GW CAN) debated issues like Israel’s recent cutting of
fuel and electricity to Gaza and the
use of the term “apartheid” to describe Israel’s attacks.
“The Palestinians attack because they’re suffering under the
Israelis, and the Israelis attack in
retaliation to the Palestinians,”
said alumnus George Halabi. “Violence is a cycle,” he continued. “We
could be here for hours trying to
decide what to call it – apartheid or
not – but what we really need to
remember is that we’re just losing
lives.”
Freshman Yong Kwon, a member of GW CAN, said the term
“apartheid” should be debated.
“The purpose of the event was
not to disclose whether or not Israel
is an apartheid state,” he said, “but
to allow for academic discourse to
offer modes of solution.” 
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Experts say Internet changed election
Political analysts claim online campaigning helped certain candidates
by Alexa Millinger
Assistant News Editor
A record-setting number
of young voters in 20 states
participated in last week’s
Super Tuesday primaries,
and experts who spoke at
GW over the past week all
agree that the Internet is
responsible for energizing
this segment of the population.
The Institute for Politics,
Democracy and the Internet,
the research wing of GW’s
Graduate School of Political
Management, held a “postmortem” discussion of Super Tuesday last week with
a panel of industry experts
who analyzed the ways in
which technology is shaping
Ryder Haske /assistant photo editor
the election.
Because the Internet al- Panelists at an Institute for Politics, Democracy and the Internet event analyze the results of last
lows more people to get in- week's Super Tuesday primaries.
volved in the political proed from its innovative use of
Justine Lam, Paul’s online success to the campaign’s ficess than ever before, the fate
Paul
director, said the campaign nancial transparency.
of this election is back in the the Internet.
“I think it would be very found its place online out of was one of the first candidates
people’s hands, the panelists
difficult for Barack Obama necessity; in his campaign’s to publicly display his quarsaid.
“The (election) process has to succeed in the way he has infancy, Paul was a largely un- terly campaign contributions
on his Web site.
been completely democratized without the Internet,” said known candidate.
“We decided from the beAdam Green, the GW proand the campaigns are losing Ana Marie Cox, Washington
ginning that we (could not) fessor who invited members
control,” said Mark McKin- editor for Time.com.
Cox added that Obama’s afford to be a traditional cam- of Paul’s campaign to speak
non, vice chairman of Public
Strategies, president of Mav- successful use of the Internet paign with offices all over, with his students, said politics
erick Media and an adviser to has nothing to do with his cam- we had to be an online cam- is experiencing a shift away
from “top down” communicaSen. John McCain’s (R-Ariz.) paign Web site, but rather his paign,” Lam said.
Like Obama, Paul’s cam- tions and toward a model that
use of “third party” sites such
presidential campaign.
McKinnon said the “You- as Facebook and MySpace that paign used social networking allows many people to have a
Tube phenomenon,” the idea “make voters feel like they are Web sites to garner support voice.
Green said, “What’s new
and name recognition, which
that political advertisements part of a community.”
Rep. Ron Paul (R–Tex.) is in turn led to a sum of cam- (in the 2008 election) is that
posted on YouTube for free
can have just as much more another presidential primary paign contributions much young voters traditionally
impact on an election than candidate who wants to har- higher than anyone in Paul’s have been thought of as not
being active voters, but sites
paid advertisements run on ness the power of the Inter- camp anticipated.
Paul's Campaign Fundrais- like Facebook and YouTube
TV, has had a significant im- net in his favor. Two directors of Paul’s campaign spoke ing Director Johnathan Bydlak have a unique reach with
pact on this election cycle.
The panelists spoke spe- to political communications said his co-workers are still young people; therefore, in
cifically of how Illinois’ Dem- students enrolled in a course trying to make sense of Paul’s 2008 the Internet is galvanizocratic Sen. Barack Obama’s about the Internet and politics Internet success, but added ing young people to vote like
that he attributes some of the never before.” 
(D-Ill.) campaign has benefit- Monday night.

ATTACKS
from p. A1
abuse department of 1&1
Hosting, confirmed that the
billing information was the
same for Al-Hariri’s campaign

site, tarek4sa.com, and the
three domains pertaining to
Oyiborhoro.
"It was a stupid and immature prank meant in good
fun, but not executed in good
taste,” de Sibert said. “I was
solely responsible for this.
Tarek had no knowledge. I
think my official or unofficial
involvement in the campaign
is done."
Despite initial interviews,
de Sibert said later Wednesday
night that he planned to continue working for Al-Hariri’s
campaign.
He added that he created
the domains to ensure Oyiborhoro’s campaign could not use

them. He said his decision to
link one domain to the Wikipedia page was not meant to
be malicious.
"It's a phrase I had heard
passed around. It was thoughtless. It was in my head. I have
no allegations (against Oyiborhoro),” de Sibert said. “It
was not intended to be a slur
or humiliate him."
The og4sa.com domain was
also registered to an Idi Amin,
according to public Internet
records. Amin was a brutal,
military dictator who ordered
mass killings of Ugandans
when he led the east African
nation in the 1970s.
Ben Balter, chair of the JEC,

said he could not comment on
whether this would be considered a campaign violation, but
added that the SA has created
rules this year that apply to
online campaigning.
“I can tell you that there
are sections of the rules that
pertain to impersonation, and
there are sections of the rules
that pertain to obstructing the
elections,” Balter said. “There's
no precedent to whether or not
having a URL with someone’s
nickname in it and candidacy
would be impersonation.”
Balter added that no one
had filed a formal complaint
to the JEC as of Wednesday
night. 
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QUOTABLE
"Karl Rove politics will finally be over."
– Sen. Barack Obama (D.-Ill.) if he were elected

Planning an academic future

editorial
SA scandal mars
election season,
already
In the last academic year, this
campus has seen the Student Association transform dramatically.
What was once a dirty exercise for
national politics characterized by
controversies and inefficiency has
evolved to become a true voice for
student needs. Nicole Capp's administration has changed the face
of the SA and encouraged people
to believe that this organization exists to achieve changes relevant to
students – not simply to stroke the
egos of those in office.
Unfortunately, with the onset
of the SA elections and related controversies, the organization seems
to be facing a return to the dirty
politics of the past.
On Wednesday, SA presidential
candidate Tarek Al-Hariri's adviser
Freddie de Siber admitted to buying up multiple Web domains that
incorporated the name of another
presidential candidate, OG Oyiborhoro. Sites such as OG4SA.com,
OG4GW.com and gwfeed.org were
all registered to a false name that
was later conclusively linked to de
Siber. One of these sites, OG4GW.
com, rerouted the visitor to a Wikipedia entry for the words "race
card."
The incident has reintroduced
controversy in SA elections, and repositioned the spotlight on race.
GW has struggled to move past
the racial and religious tensions that
have plagued this campus since last
fall. For the candidates' top advisers
to further perpetuate such tension,
whether or not it was a prank like
de Siber claims, is repulsive. Such
behavior reflects poorly upon the
candidates, the institution of the SA
and GW as a whole.
Regardless of whether this is
an isolated controversy or not, this
week’s actions have set the tone
for this election season early on. If
such tactics continue to be used, the
incoming administration will face
hurdles from their first day in office. It would be a shame to see this
year's progress be reversed because
of such immature behavior.

E-mail alerts must
be used wisely
Earlier this week, as the temperatures dropped and ice froze
around campus, pedestrians braved
the elements to try to get to their
destination – often falling as a consequence. More than 100 people
ended up at the GW Hospital with
injuries caused by falls in the icy
conditions. Although the University wisely canceled or delayed classes on Wednesday that began before
10 a.m. in response to the weather,
many students were simply not
aware of this. In fact, there was no
e-mail sent to students informing
them of this move. This highlights a
larger issue – that GW must utilize
its Infomail alert system with more
responsibility to ensure students
are informed on the issues that really matter.
Over the course of the semester GW students have received
GW alert emails urging students to
"Pack the House" at Smith Center
for the basketball team or do their
part to help the University win
RecycleMania. Officials should be
wary of abusing this service when
it fails to provide students with essential information relating to their
classes and academic schedules.
Of course this service provides
vital security and alert warnings
to GW community members and is
another tool students have come to
rely on for safety on campus and in
the city. However, this fact should
make officials all the more wary to
of abusing such a vital instrument
of campus safety and information
for non-essential items.

A new library could be foundation
I’m not sure who, if anyone, is at fault for the lax
At first, I thought I was just lazy.
atmosphere and casual conversations floating around
Somewhere after a rather compulsive freshman
year, I stopped believing in work ethic. I put off papers
the floors of Gelman. With only three floors open all
until the early morning hours a day or two before
night and over 10,000 students to accommodate, it is
the due date and don’t read until the week before an
not surprising that Club G-Spot is the hottest place
exam.
to be on an average weeknight. And when Starbucks
Recently, the disintegration of my prereinstates its 24-hour service, any ounce of
viously immutable work habits has been
civility that exists in the pre-exam season will
a significant cause of concern. Moving
officially be lost.
into upper-level courses, I decided to
The fact is, Gelman Library has been the
recommit myself to get my act together
primary study center for students since it
– and quick.
first opened its doors in 1973. And while the
But as I began restructuring my work
student population has grown exponentially
efforts, I realized that my equation for
and the University has swept through Foggy
successful studying is missing one key
Bottom, only one cramped library is availingredient: a library. That’s right – while
able to all undergraduates studying on this
GW has constructed a half dozen buildcampus.
NIKETA
ings in the last 20 years, the University
In University President Stephen Joel
still lacks a modern library large enough
Trachtenberg’s tenure, academics played secBRAR
ond fiddle to building an enterprise. As the
to accommodate Foggy Bottom’s growing population.
University bought up land left and right,
COLUMNIST
No, I’m not blind. I do see that dated
the administration leased it out as offices
brown brick building in the center of
buildings and food venues. And when the
campus that is more distracting than the
University did use space for students, it
National Zoo. For some reason, I’m not particularly
seemed most concerned with continually owning the
compelled to work there. Instead, Gelman is the place
rankings of best dormitories in the country. Just last
I go when I want to run into old friends unexpectedly,
year, the University broke ground on a $75 million dormitory that will house another 474 students.
get a cup of coffee, check my e-mail or check out the
new season’s hottest trends. With its prime location and
But it seems as if the administration has forgotten
aisles full of gossip, it is the place to be.
what exactly students come to Foggy Bottom to do.
Don’t let the sleek suits and glossy BlackBerries fool
And that’s exactly why I cannot, for the life of me,
you. The point of going to school at GW is, in fact, to
get anything done there.

get an education.
It’s been almost a year since the announcement
that University President Steven Knapp would be
taking the reins. When word of his selection initially
got out, many of us students shared a belief that this
quiet man from Johns Hopkins would take GW from a
business to a true university. Over the last few months,
Knapp has certainly listened and acknowledged student concerns as he has attended town hall meetings
about food problems and set forth a plan for making
GW more affordable.
But as a University leader, we look to him to make
changes that will not just affect our stomachs and wallets, but the value of our diplomas. This cannot happen
without challenging our academic status quo. It cannot
happen without the University redirecting its efforts
to increase our educational resources. We can keep
extending hours in buildings across campus, but this
won’t silence the need for more study space. What we
really need to extend are not just hours, but space itself.
We need a new library.
GW has sat at the feet of the top 50 universities in
the nation for years now. We’re counting on Knapp to
use his educational expertise and institutional knowledge to convert GW into the type of institution worthy
of being in that privileged top 50. It’s time to change
focus and reprioritize. Take the first step by building us
a shiny new library, preferably with a color scheme that
will match our BlackBerries.
–The writer, a junior majoring in international
affairs, is The Hatchet’s contributing opinions editor.

Obama's drug
disclosure

Quieting Republican
dissent

Is honesty the best policy?

Rally behind our candidate

The youth voters of America are
his book “Dreams from My Father,”
he addresses his adolescent usage so
taking charge in the 2008 presidential elections. In the past, the older
straightforwardly it can be disarmvoting demographic was the safe
ing. He states, “Pot had helped, and
bet, always performing on Election
booze; maybe a little blow when you
Day when the young demographcould afford it.” When asked if he
ics failed to actually show up at the
inhaled, Obama quips, “that was the
polls. But now, the surging support
point.” This might be interpreted as
for Sen. Barack Obama (D - Ill.) can
just another slight at the Clintons,
be attributed to an unprecedented
but other than that Obama’s rhetoenergized youth vote.
ric on his drug use is relatively
A source of this, it seems, comes
limited. However, do a Google news
from Obama’s honesty about his
search for “Obama drug use” and
adolescence, part of which included
nearly 3,000 hits appear. A large
part of this debate has been a desire
drug use. A recent New York Times
article now claims that his drug use
by the media to focus in on a small
part of Obama’s past. I imagine it’s
may have been overplayed to garner
support from his strongest demoa hard argument to make that the
graphic. But the truth is
Obama campaign really
feels snorting coke is a
that regardless of whether Obama struggled with
good means of garnering
political support.
drugs or was a master of
For myself, and I
moderation, both accurately describe aspects of
believe a good portion of
drug use in America –
our generation, the fact
something that deserves
that Obama is clear about
an honest discussion on
his drug use gives him
an odd sort of qualificathe national political
scene.
tion on the topic. I am
A good way of
not saying it’s necessary
approaching the drug
to have smoked a joint
JUSTIN
use question is to think
to write policy on mariGUIFFRE
of Obama’s usage in reljuana; but whether you
ative terms. According
it or not, his firstCOLUMNIST condone
hand experiences of narto the National Institute
of Drug Abuse, roughly
cotics do provide a kind
14.6 million Americans
of insight. Being one of
use marijuana every year and of
the estimated 65 million Americans
these the vast majority fit the demoto use marijuana far from makes
graphic ages of high school and colObama a pothead or unqualified to
hold office. With that many people
lege students. It is no wonder why
a candidate willing to be realistic
having used the drug, it is unrealisabout marijuana and other drugs
tic to believe more politicians than
is going to speak to a group that is
we know haven’t used it. I would
having similar experiences.
rather have a candidate who is honest about their past at a cost than
There is no shortage of progressive student groups who want to be
someone who thinks they can gain
heard on everything from genocide
by keeping it quiet and clouded.
to global warming. At GW the group
Even if he did exaggerate the
GWNorml represents a contingency
details, which is of course a mystery of the political world we may
that supports the reform of marijuana laws. Erin Taylor, GWNorml’s
never know, it becomes fairly irrelpresident, reflected, “Sen. Obama’s
evant considering the breath of fresh
air provided to the issue. It can be
drug use is not out of the ordinary”
adding, “honesty on the subject is
debated day and night just how crystal clear Obama’s memory of using
far better than concocting ridiculous
ways of denying it.” For America’s
drugs is. To me that seems kind like
youth, marijuana and cocaine aren’t
a logical fallacy. The real importance
fads that happened in the 70’s; it is
is that a generation has found a poliwhat we face when we get back to
tician who is willing to realistically
our dorms after class.
discuss the issues they face.
–The writer, a freshman majoring
An interesting thing about
in political science, is a Hatchet
Obama’s drug use is how matter-offact he really is about the topic. In
columnist.

On Super Tuesday, 21 states cast tives, but moderates who vote the
their ballots in favor of their preferred party line as well. Mitt Romney may
Republican nominee in a contest that be out of the race, but we all know
eliminated Mitt Romney from the very well that we will achieve more
battle for the nomination. We Repub- conservative goals through a Presilicans are now left with one front- dent McCain than a President Hilary
runner – John McCain. Yet as Sen. Clinton or Barack Obama. And lookMcCain (R - Ariz.) gains victory after ing forward, it will be much easier to
victory, conservative party members sell a Romney candidacy after four
increasingly complain about his “lib- years of a successful conservative
eral” agenda and have even gone as president than a successful liberal
far as to draft “Romney
one.
2012” plans or to say that
McCain will also
they just won’t vote in
be able to provide a
A
NDREW
November. Though you
desperately needed
may not be satisfied with
energy shot for the
CLARK
the emerging Republican
Republican Party by
COLUMNIST bringing in indepennominee, it is time to rally
together to support our
dent voters impressed
candidate.
by his moderate enviMcCain may appear to be lib- ronmental positions and bipartisan
eral in comparison to fundamental- rhetoric. McCain’s military experiist conservatives, but rest assured ence and pro-war stance will further
that he is indeed a true Republican. invigorate the patriotic, pro-war
Yes, he voted against Bush’s tax cuts, movement that has been fearfully
pushed an amnesty bill for immi- silent since 2006. He may not be a
gration and pioneered campaign- militant conservative revolutionary
finance reform. But he was not the (keep in mind, in fact, that no Reonly conservative to support the publican president, not even Ronald
amnesty bill; President Bush did as Reagan, has been), but he will be a
well. And aside from these well-pub- reliable standard-bearer for the GOP,
licized issues, McCain has received a and may save it from fatal disaster in
well-deserved 82 percent rating from 2008.
the American Conservative Union.
McCain also offers the most viaIn his policies and votes, he has ble conservative solution to the most
fought against increased entitlement, pressing issue of our time – the war
proposes using the market to reform in Iraq. Both Obama and Clinton
health care instead of incurring huge adamantly support withdrawing
governmental costs, and has pledged from Iraq, a move that will open us
to slash useless and wasteful govern- up to fresh attacks and empower our
ment programs. His voting record is enemies. On this issue, McCain is the
consistently anti-abortion. He is a strongest candidate we have. Taxes
foreign policy hawk who supported can be raised and lowered, spendthe troop surge and promises to con- ing increased and cut, and the bortinue fighting our enemies in Iraq. ders sealed and reopened – but the
And in his belief in states' rights over damage that would be done by the
federal powers, McCain is as Repub- Democrats to Iraq would be irrepalican as they come.
rable. McCain is our most electable
Conservatives who are upset Republican, and he would not allow
over Mitt Romney’s loss threaten to Iraq to be lost under his watch.
protest McCain’s candidacy straight
Conservatives
everywhere
into November and boycott the elec- have everything to gain from a Mction. While they may think that they Cain presidency – and everything to
are noble ideologues fighting for a lose from a Democratic one. We cangreater cause, in reality these indi- not let the nation see four years of
viduals are hindering the progress liberal policies. We cannot write off
and collective goal of the Republican McCain’s hard-line fiscal discipline.
party. If the conservative movement And we certainly cannot allow the
hopes to continue growing through- Democrats to destroy our efforts in
out the upcoming decades, it is cru- Iraq. The choice in the primary may
cial not to lose control of both the have been murky, but in the general
executive and legislative branches of election it will be clear: conservatives
government. The GOP is the vehicle can and must support John McCain.
that carries our conservative candi-The writer, a freshman majordates into office, and that requires
ing in political science, is a Hatchet
not only the support of conservacolumnist.
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CRIMELOG
Assault
2/9/08 - Thurston Hall - 2:40
a.m. - case closed
The University Police Department responded to an incident
involving two male roommates.
An argument between the students led to a physical dispute.
During the altercation, one individual bit the other on the arm.
By the time UPD arrived, the
individual who had bit the other
had fled the scene. Once he
was found in the building, he
was arrested for simple assault
and transported by the Metropolitan Police Department to
the Second District station. The
injured student refused medical
treatment.
Subject arrested
2/9/08 - Public Property on
Campus - 10:37 a.m. - case
closed
UPD responded to a blue light
emergency phone activation. A
witness told officers that two
male individuals were fighting,

leaving one with injuries to his
head. The injured individual said
he wanted to press charges
against his alleged assailant,
so the subject was arrested for
simple assault and transported
by MPD to the Second District
station.
Subject arrested

not affiliated with GW, began
verbally threatening the officers.
Officers called MPD to take him
to a D.C. detoxification center.
Subject barred from campus
2/9/08 – 2200 Block of I
Street - 3:54 p.m. - case
closed
UPD officers responded to a report that a male individual was
unconscious on a park bench.
The individual was unaffiliated
with GW and was transported
by D.C. Fire/EMS to a detoxification center.
Referred to outside agency

Destruction
2/8/08 - Crawford Hall - 2:34
a.m. - case closed
UPD and EMeRG responded
to a report of a male individual
who was bleeding in the residence hall. The subject was intoxicated and admitted he had
punched through a glass stairwell door. EMeRG transported
the individual to GW Hospital for
further medical attention.
Referred to Student Judicial
Services

Drug Law Violation
2/5/08 - 605 22nd Street
N.W. - 10:30 a.m. - case
closed
UPD responded to a report of
a suspicious odor coming from
a room at the University-owned
Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity townhouse. The Community Director
on duty was called to perform
an administrative search, and
approximately 3.4 grams of
marijuana were confiscated.
Referred to SJS

Disorderly Conduct
2/8/08 - University Mall 8:10 p.m. - case closed
UPD officers on patrol observed
an extremely intoxicated male
individual. The subject, who was

NOW OPEN
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Liquor Law Violation
2/8/08 - Schenley Hall 11:51 p.m. - case closed
UPD officers on patrol responded to loud noise coming from a room in the residence hall. Officers entered
the room and found 13 underage GW students drinking
alcohol. All were assessed
for their condition, but none
required further medical attention.
Referred to SJS
2/10/08 - Public Property
on Campus - 1:43 a.m. case closed
UPD officers on patrol observed an intoxicated female
being carried by her friends.
The officers stopped them
and found the subject to be
incoherent. EMeRG arrived
to assess her condition and
then D.C. Fire/EMS transported the individual to GW
Hospital for further medical
attention.
Referred to SJS
– compiled by Amy D’Onofrio
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EMeRG to use ambulance soon
EMeRG is several steps
closer to using an ambulance the
University purchased more than
a year ago.
The ambulance, which had
been parked at GW’s Virginia
campus since at least September
2006 while awaiting city approval for its use, has been moved to
Foggy Bottom.
“The ambulance is being
kept on the Foggy Bottom campus as of now. It is not operational yet,” Uuniversity Police Department Chief Dolores Stafford
said in an e-mail.
Stafford said the University
recently obtained a signed memorandum of understanding from
the D.C. Fire and Emergency
Medical Services Department, a
necessary step in the process.
“We are now at the
final stage of the process, and have
submitted
the paperwork to apply for a certificate of
need. If we
secure (that

permit), EMeRG will be able to
start operating the ambulance
on campus,” Stafford said.
Stafford cited the new leadership of the D.C. Fire Department as being “extremely supportive of the efforts of EMeRG
and UPD.”
In an e-mail, Marc Berenson,
EMeRG coordinator, said the organization is looking forward to
using the ambulance.
“We don’t have a timeline
… but we are one step closer to
making this long–awaited initiative a reality,” Stafford said.
– Madeleine Morgenstern

The GW Hatchet
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HEALTH CARE
from p. A1

“I do know that in a few
months I am no longer going to be
covered under my parents’ health
care and will have to either pay
for it myself or be working at a
company that offers benefits,” said
Joe Altenau, a senior. “With graduation and job searches, I haven’t
really had a chance to look at the
different health care plans that are
out there.”
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) is
focusing not only on the nation’s
need for a healthcare solution, but
specifically on the healthcare needs
of the post-graduate young adult
crowd.
Obama’s healthcare solution
involves giving an income-related
subsidy to families who do not
qualify for Medicaid but still need
financial assistance, a subsidy these
families could use to purchase a
personal plan. In addition, the
plan would allow young people
up to age 25 to continue coverage
through their parents’ plans.
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.)
wants to reform the nation’s tax
code to make private, rather than

but if not, absolutely buy a policy,”
said Sara Rosenbaum, chair of the
School of Public Health and Health
Science’s department of health policy. “Most states have people in
their insurance departments that
may be able to counsel you about
what to look for when buying an
individual policy, which can be
filled with limits and exclusions.”
GW’s Alumni Association
offers short-term health insurance as well as insurance for catastrophic events and injuries, which
costs several hundred dollars per
quarter and is good for one year.
A 12-month plan with a $5,000
deductible and a 50 percent coinsurance costs about $100 per
month for a young adult in D.C.
A Blue Cross Blue Shield plan
for a young adult living in D.C.
costs about $160 per month with
$300 deductible and 10 percent
co-insurance.

STRAW

employer-provided, health insurance more appealing. McCain
also wants to provide individuals with a tax credit as increased
incentives to get coverage. Sen.
Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) advocates
for a universal health care plan
that requires all individuals to
get insurance. Clinton’s plan also
includes a tax cut to make premiums more affordable.
For now, graduates will need
to either dish out the money for
health insurance, or find a job that
offers it. Senior Brian Gallo said
he hopes to land a job that offers
healthcare benefits.
“I have not yet looked at
acquiring health insurance for
myself, but health insurance would
be an important benefit in any job
that I’m applying for,” senior Bojan
Savanovic said. “When I was talking to my parents they pointed out
that I would be losing coverage.
I’m not exactly sure what the rules
are or how plans will change with
the upcoming election, but I am
definitely looking for a job that
offers (health care).” 

TUITION

from p. A1
Rights. Straw referred to this as a "landmark" achievement.
"The question is whether this goes far enough, whether the
bill of rights and responsibilities should be a step forward on
a path towards a fully written constitution," Straw said.
He said the constitution of the U.K. is "in our cultural DNA"
but that "(British) people struggle to put their finger on where
their rights are."
Britain is one of only three democratic nations without a written constitution – Israel and New Zealand are the other two
countries.
On plans for a single, written constitutional document,
Straw said it is a “big debate but it is important to spark it.”
He said the process could take 10 to 20 years.
Straw made it clear that a constitution would not be simply “pushed through” and would go to a referendum, drawing similarities to the ratification of the U.S. Constitution.
To the question of whether a bill of rights would contain economic and social rights as well, Straw said, “A bill of
rights and responsibilities could give British people a clear
idea of what we expect from what we expect from the states
and each other.”
“Constitutions must modernize to reflect the world in
which they operate,” Straw said, referring in part to the U.S.
Constitution. He implied that challenges faced in today’s
world create the need for a structured government document.
“Not because we are a society in turmoil, but because we
are a society in flux,” he said.
He noted that the U.S.’s creation of a constitution helped
transform it from a scarcely populated agrarian nation to a
world power.
Straw also spoke about Britain’s efforts to create its own
independent supreme court, using the U.S. judicial system as
a model, to be introduced in 2009. The British high court is
currently a function of the House of Lords. He stressed the
need for judges to be able to make decisions without interference from political pressures.
Straw said, “The strength of our legal system depends on
judges being beyond politics.” 
– Kara Wright contributed to this report.

from p. A1
without affecting students. The best way to do
this, he said, is continuing to move offices from
Rice Hall to the Virginia campus in Loudoun
County.
“We’re not planning on pulling money
from the academic side of the institution,” he
said. “We are going to do some reallocations.”
The University is currently constructing a
$75 million residence hall on F Street and preparing to build another multi-million project
on the Mount Vernon Campus. These future
projects are weighty, but housing construction
is less of a concern because it is funded by
debt and paid for by student housing costs,
Katz said.
After the Board meeting, a news release
emphasized $118 million in financial aid grants
for next year. This number is unchanged from
2007, and University spokesperson Tracy
Schario said this is because a large graduating
class will allow for more grants per student.
Despite this explanation, this is the first
time this century that institutional grants did
not increase. Grants have grown an average of $10 million annually in recent years,
and the figure is currently more than double
what it was in 2000. Katz said if the incoming
freshman class is larger than expected, the
University would have to present a higher
number to the Board.
Senior Vice President Robert Chernak said
the institutional aid figure is calculated using a
wide variety of variables, including the number of students receiving aid, the amount of
aid they need, and the current economic state
of families with children in college.
Next year’s budget, which may reflect
administrative efforts to be more efficient, will
be presented to the Board at their spring meeting in May. 

Free food and light refreshments to follow.
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Grace Potter & The Nocturnals will play at the 9:30 Club Friday, Feb 16

GRACE!

Touring to the District with new album, "This Is Somewhere"

race Potter hates pine trees.
“I live in Vermont so I’m asking for trouble
here,” she said during a phone interview. “(But)
they have no respect for the seasons. I like a tree
that’s constantly in transition, and (expletive) pine
trees just stay the same all the time.”
Unlike the pine tree, the gorgeous 24-year-old
and her band The Nocturnals have been budding of late, drawing
rave reviews for their most recent album, “This Is Somewhere”
(Hollywood Records).
The title is a play on the Neil Young & Crazy Horse album
“Everybody Knows This Is Nowhere,” the influence of which is
found in the politically charged nature of several songs on the
album. More powerful, however, seems to be the influence of
a Los Angeles recording studio, compared to the barns where
Grace and the Nocturnals recorded their first two, self-produced
albums, “Original Soul” (2004) and “Nothing but the Water”
(2006).
“We co-produced (This Is Somewhere) with Mike Daly (from
Whiskeytown Records), and he’s a really formulaic, song-oriented
producer,” Potter said in an interview with The Hatchet. “So I
think what he saw in us ... is that we’re a really talented band,
with some potentially awesome songs that we haven’t developed
to their fullest.”
Indeed, the album is very carefully constructed, with professional attention paid to all the fades and layers. Unfortunately,
the joyous aggression inherent in The Nocturnals' sound becomes
a bit neutered, at times feeling more akin to the adult contemporary scene than the undeniably dirty rock blues they exude on
stage.
“We’ve so often been categorized as a jam-band, or really only
a live band persona, we thought it would be cool to take it out of
that,” she said. “We obviously wanted to push it and be a little bit
more crazy...more like our live shows – but sometimes, when you
get talked out of something, it’s not a bad idea.”
It is certainly possible that many have been convinced to see
Potter shows based on her looks – (she also plays the organ and
occasionally the guitar.)
“(T)here might be a few fans who come to the show just to
look up my skirt but...it’s all good ... You roll with it, and it either
feeds you with anger, which makes you rock harder. Or, it is a
compliment, and you get flattered, and...no matter which way it
happens, it doesn't distract from the sole focus, which is to (expletive) rock!”
Some of you might remember Grace from her appearance
at GW’s Spring Fling 2006. She and The Nocturnals played a
raucous set to a seated collection of students, most of whom
were only there only to save a spot near the stage for rapper Talib
Kweli. Grace remembers the experience at GW fondly, however,
for the connection she made with West Indian Girl, the band that
played a largely unnoticed yet soulful set right before the hers.
Invoking her politician's tone, she insists, “We had a great
time, that was a really great experience for us, and it stuck with
us, because we met such a great band.”

by David McConaghay | Hatchet Staff Writer

See GRACE, p. B2

LiveReview : Mute Math
by Stephen Pennartz
Hatchet Reporter

courtesy Sidney Kimmel Entertainment

MovieReview : "Charlie Bartlett"

Charlie Bartlett (Anton Yelchin) rides the bus to his first day of public school in Sidney Kimmel
Entertainment's Charlie Bartlett, the new comedy from Jon Poll, opening February 22.
by Tracy Sakon
Hatchet Reporter
“Charlie Bartlett” (Sidney Kimmel Entertainment), a comedy which premieres in theaters Feb.
22, is the story of a charming 17-year-old played by
Anton Yelchin. Charlie’s likeable and caring nature
procures his role as the unofficial school “psychiatrist,” who sets up office in the boys’ bathroom.
Jon Poll (film editor for “Meet the Fockers” and
“Scary Movie 3”) directs this film, for which he
described Charlie’s character in an interview as a
“modern day Holden Caulfield.” Charlie, despite
being an exceptionally intelligent kid, has been
kicked out of numerous private schools and attends public school as a last resort.
The movie is surprisingly accurate in its portrayal of teenagers, as Poll explained that he hoped
to expose teenagers as “just as smart as other
people” who have to “go through a lot of crap.”
John Poll’s accuracy is also explained by the fact
that he chose a cast of teenagers instead of relying
on actors in their late 20s to depict seniors in high
school.
The script for “Charlie Bartlett” was much
darker when he first got a hold of it, Poll said.
At one point in the interview he stated emphatically that he hoped to make the movie “honest and
optimistic,” with characters that gave a “sense of
hope.”
Charlie Bartlett is a complicated character, as
he does not seem to relate to “normal” kids his
own age. He wears a suit to his first day of class,
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carries his books in a briefcase, and has a chauffeur
who drives a 1969 Mercedes Benz limo. Charlie
had to grow up fast, as his father is in prison for
tax evasion and his mother is more of a friend than
a parent who takes her anti-depression medication
with wine in the morning.
Throughout much of the film, Charlie’s main
concern in high school is trying to fit-in and be
popular. The only outlet he finds for this is to sell
prescription drugs to his fellow students, which he
obtains from his family’s on-call therapist. Some of
his clients include; the depressed misfit, the school
rebel who thinks he may be gay, and the popular girl who is having sex with the entire football
team.
Poll said that, “To some extent, all kids in high
school want to be popular.” In one scene in the
movie, Charlie’s mother tell him, “There is more to
high school than being well liked,” to which Charlie replies, “Like what specifically?”
Poll successfully reveals teenagers’ insecurities
through honest scenes that are artfully mixed-in
with a wry sense of comedy. When one of Charlie’s
“patients” overdoses on the medication he provided for him, Charlie defends himself to the principal
by saying, “I’m helping these kids – nobody else is
helping them.”
Indeed, Charlie is a character with good intentions that often go awry, and the end, he realizes
that he is just a kid who needs just as much saving
as his peers.
Charlie Bartlett, directed by Jon Poll and starring Anton Yelchin, is in in theaters now. 

AN ENTERTAINMENT
GUIDE FOR THE
CASHSTRAPPED
COLLEGE STUDENT

$5

Use it to buy a beer at the
Black Cat (1811 14th St. N.W.)
f o r t h e i r a n n u a l Va l e n t i n e ' s
Day Rock and Roll Dance Pary.
There's no cover, and you can
dance your pretty little butt
off with the love of your life
to some of the best sounds of
rockabilly, blues, boogie woogie and R&B tunes.

If you have

Mute Math keyboardist and lead vocalist Paul
Meany relishes the live stage. The bright lights, the
energy of the crowd, the goose bumps – they’re all
an integral part of what Meany calls “getting into
that zone.” That ineffable moment when everything makes sense and only the music matters.
At the very least, Mute Math’s show Friday
night at Patriot Center (George Mason University)
was a taste of what that zone feels like. Opening
for Matchbox Twenty on their current winter tour,
the band has been constrained to 30-minute, expedited sets. “The tour has been good exposure for
us,” Meany said in an interview with The Hatchet.
“You’re playing in front of a crowd that basically
could care less that you’re there, so you really try to
feed off each other. By the end of the show, hopefully you’ve made an impression on (the audience).”
For those unfamiliar with Mute Math’s sound,
they are part of the recent upsurge of piano-driven
post-rockers. One should hesitate to compare them
to Coldplay, only because they’re slightly less poppy and more compelling. Meany’s vocals are undeniably Sting-esque, as can be heard on “Typical,”
the first single off their 2006 self-titled debut LP.
The band thrives in their live performance,
and Friday night was no exception. Playing only
a four-song set in front of an audience craving a
late-90s nostalgia trip (both Alanis Morissette and
Matchbox Twenty would follow,) Mute Math provided a stark contrast that was both much-needed
and well-received. “Each show varies from night
to night,” Meany said. “Right now, ‘Break The
Same’ is a song that we really enjoy playing. Lots
of energy gets unleashed, and we just have a lot of
fun with it.”
Perhaps the most impressive aspect of Mute
Math’s show was the sheer amount of exuberance.

Each song began forcefully and maintained that
high level of energy all the way through to the end.
There were no wasted moments, no self-promoting solos – just powerful music.
At the heart of the performance were Meany’s
over-the-top stage antics, which revealed a complete lack of concern for the well being of his keyboard. At one point, Meany did a sort of handstand
on top of his instrument, slamming his body into
the keys on the way back down. Perhaps taking
a liking for the sound these acrobatics produced,
Meany proceeded to do it three more times.
Of course, it takes more than just antics and
energy to put on a good live performance – it takes
a certain level of talent, too. And while none of the
band members are extraordinarily talented, all are
very capable musicians. Drummer Darren King
is particularly impressive, as many of the band’s
songs rely on multi-layered rhythms and timely
crescendos – both of which King handles skillfully. Meany’s voice sounds fantastic live and really
matches the band’s arena rock approach.
As for the band’s future, Mute Math is currently writing their sophomore album under Warner Bros. Records. Now that the band has tasted
success, their biggest adjustment has been dealing
with the expectations and time constraints of record label executives.
“We’ve got to take our time. We’re a band that
thrives on having time, and we’re not putting out
a record if it’s not ready,” Meany said. “Right now
we’re writing songs every chance we get, and
we definitely hope to have a new record out this
year.”
In the meantime, those interested in hearing
Mute Math’s live show can download their live
album, “Flesh and Bones Electric Fun” (Warner
Bros.) which was released on iTunes on Jan. 28. 

courtesy Warner Bros.

Mute Math, composed of Darren King (drums), Roy Mitchell-Cárdenas (bass), Greg Hill (guitar) and
Paul Meany (vocals, keyboard), peformed live at GMU's Patriot Center in Fairfax, Va., last Friday.

$10

If you only have $10 to your name,
chances are you probably don't have
a Valentine this year – might as well
splurge on yourself then, right? Panhandle $4 more and head over to
Pizza Paradiso (3282 M St. N.W.) in
Georgetown, where they're offering
anyone dining alone on Valentine's
Day a special pizza and any beer for
only $14.

If you have

$20

What better way to spend
Valentine's Day than with Art
Garfunkel and the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra? Performing
live tonight (Thursday) at the
Strathmore Music Center in
Bethesda, Md. (5301 Tuckerman
Ln.). He'll be playing both new
songs and classic hits from the
Simon & Garfunkel days. Tickets
start at $21. For more information,
visit www.strathmore.org.

For additional audio, video, and multimedia on these and other stories, check the new Hatchet arts blog at

blogs.gwhatchet.com/backstage
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BarBelle
Tattoo
(1413 K St. N.W.)

TheaterPreview : "Crave"

Viktors Dindzans/ Hatchet staff photographer

Caroline O'Grady (left), Danielle Scherr and Jonathan Foox perform "Crave" a creative play that
uses paint and intense dialogue to convey the nuances of human emotion and relationships.
by Caroline Coppel
Hatchet Reporter
“Crave,” opening this weekend at Lisner Downstage, depicts a mental battleground. Its characters
are the fragmented, combative thoughts of a mind
suffering through profound rage and regret. Its driving pulse sweeps an intensity through the lines that
makes you grit your teeth in anticipation. And it all
takes place on a blue tarp.
The play, written by British dramatist Sarah Kane,
is a graphic reflection of its author’s own misery.
“She really got her suffering down on paper,”
director Daniel Kenner said. Kane, who wrote four
other plays, hanged herself at 28, a year after she
wrote “Crave.”
“Crave” lacks a traditional setting and plot, and
the characters are named only by the letters A, B, C
and M. Consequently, the show has been interpreted
in a variety of ways; the Signature Theatre in Arlington, Va., presented a version where the characters
stood in a sandbox for an hour. Kenner, who makes
his directorial debut with this play, said that he had
developed what he called the “Jackson Pollock Idea.”
In Kenner’s version, each character begins the show
with a blank canvas, which he or she paints as the
show progresses (hence the tarp). Every performance
starts with fresh canvases, so no two performances
are exactly the same.
“They play’s about layers,” Kenner said. “The
idea is that one character can paint something beautiful, and then another can debase it.”
The four performers – Colby Katz-Lapides, Danni
Scherr, Caroline O’Grady and Jonathan Foox – use
their paintings to express what their character cannot
or will not say. Scherr, who plays “M,” digs into her
canvas with long, ferocious strokes, while she whispers demurely that she has so little time. They also
use the paintings to interact with each other. KatzLapides, or “A,” torments O’Grady with disturbing

anecdotes as he smears red paint across her delicate
yellow lines.
Although the characters all remain on stage for
the duration of the show, they are sometimes hardly
aware of each other. At other moments, they splinter
off into a series of dysfunctional relationships – a
frustrated mother and her child, an estranged couple,
an abusive boyfriend who pleads to stay as his
girlfriend begs him to leave. The fluid nature of the
characters makes them seem almost dreamlike; Kenner described them as “the voices in your head right
before you fall asleep.”
The play’s dialogue contains a distinct meter,
making it sound more like a poem than a script. This
rhythm serves to steer the play, imbuing it with a
sense of urgency as the actors recite line after line. The
intensity of the language rises and falls, but there is
always that swift undercurrent of helplessness – these
characters are clearly doomed.
This sometimes presented challenges to the cast,
who found they couldn’t rely on time-honored acting
strategies.
“Acting will make it look insincere,” Scherr said.
“You have to put strength into the words. It’s just
how you say it.” The cast worked diligently to perfect
the voices of their characters, and their efforts show;
they avoid affected dramatics and instead concentrate
on the meaning of their lines. For instance, KatzLapides’s monologue, a gushing stream of sentiment,
is already filled with enough emotion that he doesn’t
need to add anymore; thankfully, he leaves it as is.
“Crave” is assuredly different from anything
performed on campus so far this year. Take a risk and
go see it; you can voice any complaints or compliments during a half-hour discussion following each
performance. 
“Crave” opens this weekend, and runs Friday
through Sunday, at Lisner Downstage. See Generictheatrecompany.com for details.

On my 21st birthday I made a promise to
myself that I was going to get a tattoo – a little
reminder of the day I could have my first drink
(wink). Well, my birthday was back in May
and I still have nothing to show for the historical day. I like to blame my avoidance of the
commitment on a lack of funds but really I just
don’t want to picture what a dandelion on my
neck would look like at 70. This past weekend
brought back memories of my broken promise
when I took a visit to Tattoo, a new bar that
stands on 14th and K streets, off of McPherson
Square.
I was a little skeptical of the venue at first
because the same people that own Lotus and
Fur – two nightclubs that I have no desire to
visit – started it up. (A short Irish girl with no
rhythm doesn’t tend to look kindly upon places that encourage dancing.) I decided to give
this tattoo a better chance when I overheard
some co-workers raving about the decorations
and music. And although you’re not supposed
to get inked while intoxicated, this bar seemed
to encourage just the opposite, which made
the trip that much more appealing.
The inside looked like the afterbirth of
a fancy club and a dive bar. That may seem
harsh but I mean it in a good way. Everything
is dark and sexy, and while there were some
people dancing along to Black Betty, they
seemed to level my coordination skills, which
made me way
y more comfortable. The inside
is every biker/biker wannabe’s dream with
smoky lights, industrial-looking furniture, tattooed hotties plastered on the wall and even
a motorcycle hanging above the bar. There
are several televisions lined around the venue
that entertain guests with rock and roll music

GRACE

videos and clips of music history that people
there love to relive. As a music junkie, I was
enthralled with the speaker system that beckoned everyone to sing along with the playlist.
I’m guilty myself of screaming to the likes of
“Sweet Caroline” and “Back in Black” at other
college-geared bars, but the tunes at Tattoo
brought far more mash-ups to the table.
For every up there is a down, however, and
Tattoo also had its downs. The bar is situated
in a really small building so it can get very
crowded very fast. I know that’s a common
theme with D.C. bars, but I would go as far
as to say it was about the size of a hallway.
Service was fast and the staff was dressed,
well, as you would expect them to dress in
a biker bar – but the drinks were severely
overpriced. Sure, a drink menu including
the likes of “The Tattoo” (Captain Morgan,
peach schnapps, pineapple juice and RedBull),
“The Grateful Dead” (Vodka, rum, gin, triple
sec, razzmatazz and sours), “Backstage Pass”
(Vodka, rum, gin, grenadine and beer) and
“Tramp Stamp” (Captain Morgan, rum and
amaretto) is clever, but $10 average per drink
is a little ridiculous.
I feel the same way about this bar as I did
with my imaginary tattoo. It sounds fun, looks
dangerous and gives people something to talk
about, but in the end it can get old and less
enticing. It’s great to see the creative energies
veering off in another direction with Tattoo,
but I’m afraid the hype will lead to its eventual
demise.

Bar Belle Rating
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Potter is amazingly open and easy to talk
to. Conversation meanders from scars and
potential tattoos, to her new puppy named
Kick, to self-serving people who insist on
telling two-hour long stories, “so they can tell
you that they’re an actor, and they’re gonna’
be a movie, and that they're really famous and
so you have to pay attention to them… The
thing is, I’m impressed really easily by most
people...I’m quick to judge when somebody is
really really irrational with me, but if you’re a
moderately reasonable human being, I’m probably gonna’ like you.”
Giving mention to The Black Keys and The
Kings of Leon as recent indulgences, Grace
ruminates on the state of American music for a
moment.
“I try not to get too into the pop music of
America, because it all happens in such short
spurts that, there’s no point in really following all these new indie bands because they’re
gonna’ be gone tomorrow, some of ‘em,” she
said. “I don’t wanna’ hear the story, I just
wanna’ hear good music.”

Potter and the Nocturnals make plenty of
beautiful music on their own. Grace’s voice has
been compared to the likes of Janis Joplin and
Bonnie Raitt. What is most evident on “This
Is Somewhere” is the increased maturity with
which they are operating these days. They
seem to have found a balance between the
sweet, soulful instrument that is Grace, and the
heavy boogie blues at the heart of the band.
Grace’s always explosive energy on stage is
supported by Scott Tournet’s clean genius on
lead guitar. The rhythm section is comprised
of bassist Bryan Dondero and drummer Matt
Burr. It is really easy to like this band. There’s
a spunk in their funk that only a girl like Grace
can infuse in a group.
“We’re pretty headstrong,” she said. “We
kinda’ know what we wanna’ do and we tend
to do it no matter what.”
Amen. 
Grace Potter and the Nocturnals will be at 9:30
Club (815 V St. N.W.) on Saturday. Tickets are $15
– for more information visit www.930.com.
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NUMBER CRUNCH

The GW men's basketball team's shooting percentage Wednesday against Saint Louis. The
Colonials have shot worse than that just one time
this season.

Joanna Shapes – Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)
Alex Byers – Contributing Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)

Billikens improve offense, GW falls
Diggs leads
with 14
by Joanna Shapes
Sports Editor
ST. LOUIS, Feb. 13 –– About
15 minutes into the GW men’s
basketball team’s 63-38 loss at
Saint Louis Wednesday night, a
big cheer filled Scottrade Center.
Many of the 8,052 fans began to
sarcastically chant the number 21
after the Billikens’ Tommie Liddell III hit a jumper to give his
team a 21-10 lead.
The cause for the cheer dates
back to the last meeting between
the two teams, when the Colonials handed the Billikens an
embarrassing 49-20 loss at Smith
Center, a record for the fewest
points scored by one team in a Division I game since the inception
of the shot clock in the 1985-1986
season.
“(That loss) might have
weighed on us for a day or so,
maybe a little more,” said Saint
Louis’ Bryce Husak, who led
all scorers Wednesday with 15
points. “I know everyone’s talking about it. We got a nice little
round of applause after 20 points.
But we just wanted to get the win.
Just wanted to continue with our
winning streak.”
Although GW (6-14, 2-8 Atlantic 10) did not find quite as
much trouble scoring as Saint
Louis did during the Jan. 10 contest at Smith Center, the Colonials were not much better. GW
was held to just under 30 percent
shooting and 14 points in the first
half.
The loss now puts GW at 0-10
on the road this season, a trend
that head coach Karl Hobbs said
shows the somewhat split nature
of his basketball team.
“We’re two different teams,”
Hobbs said. “One team at home
and another on the road.”
But in the standings, a loss
is a loss. And this defeat in Missouri continues to drive a wedge
between Hobbs’ squad and its
hopes to return to Atlantic City for
the A-10 tournament. Last year,
GW won the A-10 championship
to secure its third NCAA tournament bid in as many years.
But furthermore, the loss
to the Billikens is perhaps most
upsetting because it comes just
four days after the Colonials upset Dayton at Smith Center. In
that game, GW had stayed in the
game the entire contest and never
allowed the Flyers to gather any
sort of momentum. The Billikens,
in contrast, were in control for almost the entire final 30 minutes,
answering almost every GW shot
and keeping the Colonials from
retaliating.
Junior Rob Diggs, who had
29 points against Dayton, again
led his squad but this time only
had 14 points. Classmate Cheyenne Moore had eight points, all
in-a-row midway through the
second half, in what was the only
real semblance of a GW player
consistently connecting.
After the Dayton game, Diggs
was relieved to finally pick up a
win, which had not come since
the victory over the Billikens. But
this time around, Diggs would
not comment on the game.
The Colonials have six games
left the season, including three
on the road. Their next contest
is also away from Smith Center,
at St. Bonaventure in Olean, N.Y.
The Bonnies are currently tied
with GW for last place in the conference. 
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Freshman Xavier Alexander tries to stop a basket
in St. Louis Wednesday night.

NOTEBOOK

January loss
ggives Saint
Louis fuel
by Joanna Shapes
Sports Editor

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Junior Rob Diggs battles with Saint Louis' Bryce Husak during GW's 63-38 loss to the Billikens Wednesday.
Diggs led the Colonials with 14 points, while Husak led Saint Louis with 15.

Ben
Solomon/senior
staff photographer

GW head coach
Karl Hobbs (left)
said that he is not
concerned with the
Colonials' postseason chances. Instead, Hobbs said
his focus is on "improving and getting
better." GW has not
missed the conference tournament
since it began in
the mid-1980s.

ST. LOUIS, Feb. 13 — The first meeting between the
GW men’s basketball team and Saint Louis earned the
Billikens national notoriety for scoring only 20 points, a
Division I low since the inception of the shot clock. This
fact was not lost on Saint Louis junior Kevin Lisch, but he
said that it did not change the way his team approached
the second contest.
“Our game plan was very similar,” he said. “The first
time we played, they only scored 49 points but people
don’t remember that because we only scored 20. We have
a lot of confidence in our defense.”
“Of course (we wanted to retaliate after that loss).
That’s our competitive nature,” senior Bryce Husak added. “But again, you don’t sit back and think that you just
want to win because of what happened the last time.”
The Billikens lead the Atlantic 10 and are No. 15 in the
nation in scoring defense, holding opponents this season
to an average of 59.3 points, while the Colonials averaged
63.5 points per game entering the contest. Their 26.9 percent shooting percentage from Wednesday is their second-lowest this season, only about two percentage points
higher than in a loss at Virginia Tech in early December.
Billikens find momentum late in first half behind threepoint shooting
What started out as a low-scoring affair, with the
teams tied at 10 with just less than eight minutes into the
game, quickly turned into a Saint Louis shooting seminar,
as the squad hit two three-pointers in-a-row and went on
a 20-4 run to end the half with a 30-14 lead.
The Billikens’ lead only ballooned in the second half
thanks to their ability to hit shots from behind the arc.
They shot just more than 50 percent for the game from
three-point range. Husak, a seven-foot forward who had
15 points, made two from downtown, both in the second
half, to help his team build its lead while senior Dwayne
Polk was 4-for-5 from the same distance.
GW’s perimeter defense has struggled all season, allowing six teams to shoot more than 40 percent from behind the arc. Each has ended in a Colonials loss.
Hobbs says postseason still not on his mind
The Colonials are tied with St. Bonaventure for last
place in the A-10 and two games outside of qualifying for
the conference tournament, which begins in less than a
month. Fordham, which is one game head of GW, won in
a contest between the two teams Jan. 16.
Despite the fact that the Colonials have not missed
the A-10 tournament since it began in the mid-1980s and
won the championship in two of the last three years, head
coach Karl Hobbs said he is not focused on making it to
Atlantic City.
“Everyone keeps asking me about that,” a hoarse
Hobbs said after the game. “I’m not concerned about that.
I’m about us improving and getting better. If that happens, those things will take care of themselves.” 

Without Beck, Colonials still defeat UMass 69-45
Adair, Allen have stellar shooting night; Rivera, bench log quality minutes
by Alex Byers
Contributing editor
With team leader Kim Beck
sitting out due to illness, the
spotlight of the GW women’s
basketball team shone brighter
than usual on the Colonials’ tenacious frontcourt Wednesday.
But in Massachusetts, GW’s
big bodies proved that stage
fright would not be an issue.
The No. 14/13 (AP, ESPN/
USA Today) Colonials rolled
into Amherst on the heels of
a dominating 27-point victory
over Richmond and kept the
momentum on the move, beating the Minutewomen 69-45.
GW’s latest victory ensures
that the 2007-08 season will be

the ninth consecutive year that
the Colonials will reach 20 victories.
Junior Jessica Adair was
nearly lights out from the floor,
tallying 14 points on 7-of-8
shooting for GW (20-4, 8-1
Atlantic 10). Senior Whitney
Allen was just as remarkable,
posting 13 points on 6-of-7
shooting and pulling down 11
rebounds as well.
“They were great. They
were tremendous,” head coach
Joe McKeown said after the
game. “Whitney, in the first
half, helped keep the lead in
double figures and I thought
that was really important.”
GW held the Minutewomen to 45 points, its lowest total

this season. Senior Kate Mills
was the team's lone offensive
threat, scoring 17 points including three three-pointers.
Pam Rosanio had eight points
for UMass.
The Colonials’ 24-point
win was by far their largest
winning margin away from
Smith Center this year, and
likely a welcome relief for Colonial followers afraid that GW
had trouble producing on the
road. For McKeown, however, Wednesday’s win showed
something else – that the Colonials could bring home a
victory without the senior
Beck, whose absence from the
court was her first-ever missed
game since arriving in Foggy

Bottom.
“The most important thing
was that we showed we can
play without Kim Beck tonight,” McKeown said in a
phone interview. “I don’t ever
want to play without her, but
our kids really stepped up tonight. Erica (Rivera) and Stefani (Munro) both played real
well.”
After nearly every game
since GW started conference
play, McKeown has been asked
the same question: how will
GW’s bench fit into its game
plan down the stretch? Against
the Minutewomen, the nonstarting Colonials got a chance
to strut their stuff, with the
usual bench players logging 94

minutes and contributing 27
points.
Rivera just missed a careerhigh with 21 minutes and the
oft-injured Jazmine Adair and
Lisa Steele each played 19
minutes against Massachusetts, scoring 11 and 6 points,
respectively.
“Lisa Steele hit big shots.
I thought they were really important and came at the right
time,” McKeown said, adding
that Jazmine Adair will be a
“big key” for GW down the
stretch.
GW’s next match-up will
be at St. Bonaventure at 4:30
p.m., Saturday McKeown says
that hopefully, Beck will be
back for that game. 
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Energized crowd hails Obama in Maryland
Pres. candidate
draws large
numbers at U-Md.
by Robert Lee
Senior Staff Writer
COLLEGE PARK, Md. — More
than 18,000 students and area residents lined up in the bitter cold
Monday morning in Maryland to
hear Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama make
his final push before the Potomac
Primary.
Obama, an Illinois Democrat,
garnered a youthful crowd at
Maryland, who greeted him like
a rock star as he entered Comcast
Center. He later won the state’s
primary, as well as the contests in
the District and Virginia.
“I am prepared to lead this
country in a new direction,” said
Obama, raising his hand in the air.
“Karl Rove politics will finally be

over.”
Obama, who has centered much
of his campaign on change, spoke
about “writing a new chapter of
American history.” He touched
upon education reforms, affordable healthcare, environmental
change, the economy and the war
in Iraq.
Maryland Attorney General
Doug Gansler introduced the candidate, emphasizing the historic
significance of someone who is a
“uniter, not a divider.”
“Obama is a consensus builder,” he said, “This doesn’t happen
but once in a generation.”
The senator told his screaming
fans that he was not running for
president because of an ambition
he had to lead the country, but
rather because of the necessity for
change in America.
“I am running because of what
Dr. King called ‘The Fierce Urgency
of Now,’” he said.
Obama extended a special
thanks to the surge of young voters who have injected excitement
into his campaign.
“Young people are standing

up. A new generation is saying it’s
our time,” he said.
Answering his critics, Obama
did not refrain from addressing
those who consider him an ideological dreamer.
“Nothing in this country that
has been worth fighting for hasn’t
had hope,” Obama said. “There’s a
moment in the life of every generation where the spirit of hope must
shine through."
Many of the students and residents who came to the rally, some
arriving as early as 4:30 a.m., said
they did so because of that spirit of
hope.
Kristine Brooks, a junior at
Maryland, volunteered to help
with the preparation for the day’s
events. She said the opportunity
to help Obama’s campaign was
incredible because of her respect
for the senator.
“He doesn’t want to be the
president just to be the president;
he wants to be president to help
people,” she said.
Some audience members said
Obama represents more than a
presidential candidate. David

Jeffrey, a Maryland resident, said
Obama shares Martin Luther King
Jr.'s ability of bringing people
together at a necessary time.
“I had the chance to go to the
Martin Luther King rally on the
(National Mall) and didn’t go,”
he said. “I couldn’t give up the
chance to see (Obama) today.”
Sam Mcmenammin, a theater
major at Maryland, said he was
impressed with Obama’s ability
to relate to people throughout the
country.
“It’s so rare to see someone
who speaks English in politics,”
he said.
The president of the College
Democrats at Maryland, Jonathan
Sachs, said he was pleased with
the attendance at the speech and
the energy put forth by the student
body in coming out to the event.
“You don’t just hear it – you see
it,” Sachs said. “The buzz around
campus is incredible.” 
Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama kisses a baby
at a rally in College Park, Md.

ELECTION
from p. A1
turnout of residents and students.
Smith Center often sees fewer
voters than other polling stations
because many GW students are
registered in their home states.
Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.)
and Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.)
won the 2008 D.C. primary by
what election officials called a
“vast majority.” Both Obama and
McCain also went on to sweep the
Potomac Primary with victories in
Maryland and Virginia.
“This is the most that we’ve
ever had for a primary, and it’s
been a steady flow of voters all day
long,” said Laetitia Combrinck,
the voting precinct captain at
Smith Center. Combrinck, who
has helped with the polls since
1998, estimated a voter turnout
of roughly 110. Of those voters,
90 were Democrats and 20 were
Republicans.
“Typically this location has
the lowest attendance in the city,”
said David Lehrman, an election
official and ANC commissioner
who was working at Smith Center.
“Empirically speaking, some
neighborhoods are just filled with
activists. Here it’s mostly students
who vote in other states.”
Combrinck and Lehrman said

there were about 30 student voters.
Prasanna Vasudevan, a fourthyear GW medical student, was one
of those voters.
“Most of my friends voted
before work this morning,”
Vasudevan said. “I don’t really
know very many Republicans but
those that I do know voted today.”
D.C. has an estimated 260,000
registered Democrats – about 75
percent of the city’s registered voters. In comparison, the District
has only about 29,000 registered
Republican voters.
“I think it’s pretty obvious that
here the important race is between
Clinton and Obama,” Vasudevan
said. “Each delegate they get is
important and if one took the
advantage over the other and D.C.
made the difference it could be
great.”
This is the first year the District
has had the potential to make a
difference in presidential primary
voting. In 2004, organizers scheduled the city’s primary before the
Iowa caucus – a violation of party
rules that led many candidates to
remove their names from the ballot.
“When we don’t vote people
are like ‘Oh well, it’s only a small
percentage of the people there that
are voting anyways,’” said Paul
Colton, a D.C. voter since 1970. “If
we do have a large voter turnout

for this primary it’s always a plus
in terms of our argument for congressional voting rights.”
Tuesday’s presidential primary was especially important for
District voters, as it is the only
national race in which they are
able to vote – as D.C. lacks voting representation in the House
of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate.
“The residents here in D.C.
have to fight for everything
they’ve gained,” GW Presidential
Administrative Fellow Josh Lasky
said. “Even now we’re fighting for
the vote and when residents come
out to the polls, it’s a representation
of that attitude and that fight.”
At St. Mary’s Court, more than
600 residents voted, including
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg.
“It’s so exciting to be on a
campus where everyone cares,”
said Michael Akin, GW’s director of community relations. “Even
if they don’t vote here they’re
campaigning and working – it’s
a really great local connection to
this primary.”
Students who still want to register to vote in D.C. elections this
September and the presidential election this November are required to fill
out a registration form to be received
by the D.C. Board of Election by Aug.
9. Forms can be found at the Fire
Station and the West End Library. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

199 - GENERAL

246 - RENT METRO

COUPLE SEEKING
ADOPTION

515 - GENERAL

665 - PART TIME

EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www.adcarclub.com

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

615 - FULL TIME

BOOKKEEPER/ADMIN SUPPORT
Highly reputable optometry practice
on GW campus is seeking dependable college student for bookkeeping tasks and occasional administrative support. Looking for summer
and fall commitment. Exp with
QuickBooks helpful. $10/hr, 15-20
hrs/wk - flexible schedules. Call Joe
@ 202-659-6555 or email resume
to info@metropolitanoptical.com.

Loving couple wishing to adopt an infant.
Willing to pay legal and medical expenses. Please call 443-534-9939

X-CONFERENCE 2008 April 18-20, Hilton
Gaithersburg. “Itís no longer about lights
in the sky. Itís about lies on the ground.”
2-Hours with Coast-to-Coast AMís
George Noory, plus 20 speakers/panelists, documentaries, cocktail party, banquet. 1,2,3-Day Passes. 202-215-8344,
PRG@paradigmresearchgroup.org, Register: www.x-conference.com

ATTORNEY Gwen Lewis 1247 Wisconsin Ave., NW Suite 201 (202) 758-2590
(202) 965-0080

245 - RENT DC

460 - TRAVEL

NW HOUSE FOR RENT LeDroit Park
U Street New Luxury Contemporary
Row House $2600.00/plus utilties 3
bedroom 2.5baths on 3 levels 1 block
to Metro House includes:Wood floors/
New kitchen applicances; walk-in
closets;washer&Dryer/gas fireplace/furinshed basement great spot for study
or extra bedroom/fenched in backyard
with slate patio/2 private parking spaces/
AC&Gas Heat/cable ready 202-271-4734

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Investment research firm seeks part time office
assistant to help with phones, data entry,
filing, errands, and some research. Must
have previous office experience, computer proficiency, and be available at least 15
hours per week. Salary is $12 per hour.
Position is available immediately. sfichter@washingtonanalysis.com

430 - LEGAL

FAMOUS LUIGIÍS busy restaurant is
looking for PT/FT server, bartender and
busboy. Flexible Schedule. Apply in person at 1132 19th Street NW (on 19th between L & M).

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

STSTRAVEL.COM

Spring Break Sale!

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to work with
Senior Vice President at Wachovia Securities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior VicePresident, 301-961-0131.

Cancun, Acapulco & Jamaica
up to $500 off per room!

665 - PART TIME

Bahamas, South Padre and Florida also available.

Limited Time
Offer!

www.ststravel.com

STUDENT
TRAVEL
SERVICES

All GW Hatchet Classifieds
are on sale!

Save 50%

Last Day: Friday, 2/15
Ads must be placed on our website to qualify.
www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds

FLEXIBLE PART TIME: Part time, Flexible hours, Excellent hourly rate, Position
is for a focus group assistant or a telephone data collector for a Bethesda Market Research Firm, No sales involvedstrictly market research, Call Tracy
301-656-0310.lex
ARE YOU AMBITIOUS? Financial
Agents, Loan Officers, Realtors Wanted.
We are a progressive and rapidly growing
mortgage and financial company seeking highly motivated people. No experience required, we train 100%. Full-time
and Part-time available. College students
welcome. Send resume to info@loanoriginatorrecruiter.com or call 202-425-3935.
http://www.loanoriginatorrecruiter.com.

I Lost 40lbs in 2mths! FREE Sample
Package!! SlimWNY.com

COLLEGE STUDENTS: We pay up to
$75 per survey. www. GetPaidToThink.
com

1-800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

LSAT GMAT GRE MCAT

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

*

FREE
PRACTICE
TEST
How would you
score on test day?
Take a free Practice
Test and ﬁnd out!

Space iss limited.
Registeeer today!

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/practice
Kaplan. The smarter way to prep.
*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners. PGR01607

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Having
surmounted
5 Semicircular
room
9 Poor box
contents
13 Pleasure seeker
14 Respectable
15 Obtain
16 Ad icon since
1914
19 Acupressure
technique
20 Tree sacred to
Druids
22 Regular at
Kelsey’s Bar, on
TV
25 Crow’s nest?
28 Rebel yell
29 One may hold
the mayo
32 Mend
33 “Hurry!”
34 It could easily go
up
36 Candied side
dish

37 Oswald
O
Cobblepot’s nom
de crime
38 Boxer’s hand
41 Prig
43 Backsplash
component
44 “The Female
Eunuch” author
46 Bach’s “Partita
No. 6 ___ Minor”
47 Cézanne
colleague
48 Recipient of a
1937 wooden
Oscar
50 Contains
51 ___ Paradise,
protagonist of
“On the Road”
52 Impatient
56 What 16- and
37-Across and
11- and 24Down were all
known to do
62 Antler feature
63 Roast setting
64 Big ___
Conference
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65 Reason to say
“Now what do
we do?”
66 Being, to Brutus
67 First batter to hit
a home run
against every
Major League
Baseball team
Down
1 Half a huge
cost?
2 Unduly
3 Lord’s Prayer
start
4 Place to pick up
a puppy
5 Musical with the
song “Easy
Street”
6 Arno city
7 Ignore the
lyrics?
8 Sniggler’s take
9 Bol. neighbor
10 Ring around the
collar?
11 Caretaker for the
Banks
household
12 Ill will
17 Allegheny +
Monongahela
18 Famous nineyear-old king
21 Itty-bitty
22 Vacationing
23 Tabula
description
24 Churchill
predecessor
26 Have coming
27 Fraternity
chapter
29 Bottled spirit
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13
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16
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17

23
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20
25

28

29

33

44

30

31

34

26

35

42
46
49

51

52
57

39

40

43

48

To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

47
50

53

54

Hard

55

58

59

62

63

64

65

66

67

60

61

Puzzle by Henry Hook

30 Element whose
name roughly
means “lazy”
31 Do something
else with
34 Charge
35 Undo a lead
37 Untarnished
39 Out of harm’s
way
40 Moistens

Put down
those pencils!

32

38

45

56

21

27

37
41

12

18

24

36

11

15

19
22
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42 Half a huge
cost?
43 Dishevels
44 Literary
monogram
45 Isn’t stoic
47 Grimace
49 Passing
obstruction?
50 Silver, for one

53 Art class figure
54 Opening day?
55 Everglades
denizen
57 Genetics abbr.
58 ___ U.S. Pat.
Off.
59 Seven-faced
doctor of film
60 Ninny
61 RR bldg.
g

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

1
4 6 7
5 6
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6 2
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Advertise
Here!
Get great,
affordable
exposure by
sponsoring
the bi-weekly
Sudoku
puzzle.
(202) 994-7682
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Icy weather lands pedestrians in the ER
Freezing rain, frigid temperatures and unsalted sidewalks led
108 people to visit GW Hospital’s
emergency room Tuesday night for
treatment of injuries incurred from
slipping on ice.
Many students had trouble
walking on slippery streets and
sidewalks after a light snow turned
to freezing rain Tuesday afternoon.
Heather Bancroft, a spokesperson
for the Hospital, said the hospital
sees a string of injuries related to a
particularly dangerous storm about
once a year.
She said the most common injuries emergency room employees see
as the result of falls include dislocated shoulders, pelvic and back fractures, and wrist and elbow injuries.
“It is impossible to say how
many of (the patients we saw Tuesday) were GWU students or faculty,”
Bancroft said. “They were all pedestrians and came from all over.”
Director of Facilities Management James Schrote is in charge of
salting the campus and said it was
especially difficult to prevent the
sidewalks from being dangerously
slippery.

“What makes this weather unusual is that temperatures were
bouncing between 30 and 34 degrees until midnight,” Schrote said.
“It would rain and then freeze over
again.”
“For us it’s better to have all ice
or all rain,” he added.
Junior Nazli Camlibel is one of
many pedestrians who fell victim to
the slippery sidewalks.
“I fell yesterday at 6 p.m. and
saw three other people fall,” she said.
“Funger was all ice and you couldn’t
tell which parts of the sidewalks
were icy (and which were not)”
To ensure campus safety, Schrote
said he always has 18 people on
standby and more than 60 at his disposal if he needs them. They usually
start salting at the heart of campus
where most people are and work
their way to the edges.
Schrote added that his team is
prepared for more icy weather but
that it’s unlikely this area will see
another ice storm.
“That’s just the way these things
go,” he said. 
–Aya Mueller

News

Developer signs on for Sq. 54
by Nick Marell
Hatchet Reporter
A large developer signed a 60-year
lease with GW last week to build on
the space formerly occupied by the GW
Hospital, in a deal that will provide an
annual $9.1 million to the University’s
endowment.
Boston Properties, a corporation with
offices around the country, is a national
developer of commercial real estate and
plans to turn the space into a mixeduse resource for the community. The deal
brings GW one step closer to starting construction on the empty lot, which has been
vacant since the hospital moved in 2002.
The developer is planning to install a
mix of commercial and residential units
on the spot as well as a grocery store on
the bottom floor. The grocery store is
planned to be better stocked and have a
larger selection than either Trader Joe’s
or Safeway, said Michael Akin, director of
community relations.
Gross income from the lease will garner a total $540 million for the University’s
endowment. This will increase annual
endowment payout and help support

free
r ads
s

educational and research objectives laid
out in the 20-year Campus Plan, said
Tracy Schario, a University spokesperson.
This includes the construction of a new
Engineering and Research Center in place
of the current University Garage on 22nd
Street.
“(The lease) is one more cog in a wheel
that will help drive the University’s future
success,” said W. Russell Ramsey, chairman of the Board of Trustees, in a news
release.
Construction on the Square 54 lot
is scheduled to begin before the end of
2008 and is expected to be finished before
2010, Schario said. The project has already
received a green light from the D.C.
Zoning Commission and is now in the
Department of Consumer and Regulatory
Affairs’ permit review phase. Additionally,
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority must review the project because
it will be constructed adjacent to a Metro
line. Both of these review processes are
expected to take several months.
“Pending a successful conclusion of
the permit process, we can expect building
to begin in either the summer or fall of this
year,” Schario said.

Foggy Bottom residents have expressed
mixed reactions to the proposed construction. Many feared that the addition of new
commercial and residential housing would
exacerbate the already bustling traffic of
the Foggy Bottom/West End area.
Others have expressed optimism about
the new building, particularly the prospect
of a fully stocked grocery store.
“Although this is not how I would
have liked to have seen Square 54 used,
I am hopeful that a Whole Foods type of
grocery store will come to Foggy Bottom,”
said L. Asher Corson, the chairman of
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A
and a GW alumnus. “It would be nice to
see something beneficial for the community come out of all of this disagreement.”
“This neighborhood needs a national
retail grocery store like it needs oxygen,”
said Abraham Avidor, a Foggy Bottom
resident who lives at the Savoy Apartment
building. Avidor and other community members expressed their concerns
to University officials at their monthly
FRIENDS meeting, a community group
that promotes dialogue between GW and
its neighbors. 
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An open call to all University
student organizations:
Apply today for a free advertisement.
student organizations
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The Hatchet is proud to announce a new
partnership with on-campus groups: the
opportunity to advertise for free through
a new cosponsorship program for events
benefiting the GW community.
Details and application available at
www.gwhatchet.com/cosponsorship

For additional inquires, please email ads@gwhatchet.com.
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