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Money in
memory

Feeling the squeeze
Mandatory J Street spending hurts local businesses

by Simone Perez
Hatchet Staff Writer
Julius Fleichman is 86, legally blind
and has a passion for sky diving. He
recently called the Guinness Book of
World Records because he wants to
break a record of any kind.
But his work at GW may be the most
spectacular thing about him. He has
donated nearly $500,000 since June 2006
and there is still more to come.
The World War II vet and onetime real estate entrepreneur plans on
establishing a scholarship within each
school at GW, hoping that his name
will soon become synonymous with the
University’s.
Fleischman endows each gift in
honor of a loved one in the adventurous 86-year-old’s life. But it is more
than simply
being able to
perpetuate
a name that
encourages
Fleischman
to keep giving.
“I feel it
is a tribute
to them and
understanding on my
part, to let
them know
Julius Fleischman
that I haven’t
Donor has given more
forgotten
them, that
than $500,000.
they are in
my heart,”
said Fleischman. “I am doing something
for GW, but I am also doing something
for myself. This way, I can think about
them often.”
In memory of his father, Joseph,
Fleischman gave $100,000 to the Business
School’s real estate program, and in
memory of his mother, Frieda Kobernick,
he gave $50,000 towards Judaic studies
at GW. Other donations of $50,000 each
were made for a scholarship in memory of close friend Christine Waldvogel,
endowments for animal law at the Law
School in memory of two of his dogs,

School
for deaf
keeps
pres.
by Samantha Honig
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Hien Bui, owner of the Froggy Bottom Pub, says her revenue dropped due to new mandatory J Street spending policies.
by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer
Mandatory spending in J Street is
not only angering students, but now local
restaurants are reporting major deficits,
which they attribute to the University’s
new policies and the ever-increasing number of GWorld partners.
For the first time this fall, freshmen
and sophomores were required to spend a
certain percentage of their GWorld dollars
at J Street. Additionally, 10 vendors have
been added since last summer, including

Tonic restaurant.
Froggy Bottom Pub owner Hien Bui
said her revenues have dropped about
20 percent from the last school year. The
J Street spending policy has had a huge
effect on her student sales – which comprises about 30 percent of her total profits,
she said.
“My feeling is in a free enterprise
economy, the University needs to treat
(local restaurants) the same as the people
in J Street,” Bui said. “If J Street wants
a slice of the pie it’s not fair for us that
the University makes the students spend

money in order for J Street to stay in business.”
Ray Chan, owner of Panda Café on I
Street, also said the mandatory spending
policy is harmful. His business has seen a
20 percent drop in GWorld sales since last
school year – a total of $5,000 to $7,000 a
month.
“Don’t (students) have a choice where
they spend their money? If (J Street’s) food
is not good, why do they have to spend
money over there?” Chan said.

More than one year after
students at Gallaudet made
national news by forcing its new
president out of office, the school
decided last week to keep its
interim president without conducting a formal search process.
On its campus in Northeast
D.C., the turmoil, which swept
the nation’s only deaf college,
continues to have a significant
effect on present-day policies.
But Robert Davila, the school’s
new leader, is making inroads
in restoring confidence on the
once-divided campus.
The nationwide controversy
surrounding the protest forced
the board of trustees to remove
Jane Fernandez, then the newly
elected leader, who is deaf but
has been able to speak since
birth. The board also replaced
her with Davila, who is also
deaf.
In a statement released to
The Hatchet, Davila said he
hopes the incident will help the
school make future decisions.
“Surely, there are lessons
to be learned from the events
of 2006 – and the should-belearned and are being learned
every day – but these lessons
are being used productively and
proactively in continuing the
process of being prepared for
Gallaudet’s future,” he said.
Davila is the ninth president
in the school’s 153-year history.
“My administration is committed to working for a truly
inclusive Gallaudet where all
people of diverse backgrounds
are embraced and work together

See JSTREET, p. 5
See GALLAUDET, p. 5
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“I've always liked teaching other people."
KYLE BOYER

SA EVP-ELECT

Politically
minded
from an early age
by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer

K
Kathleen Kuever/Hatchet photographer

Students receive information about off-campus life at the Off Campus Housing Services Fair.
Door prizes and free food led more than 1,000 people to attend the event at Marvin Center.

Fair lures a thousand
300 people arrive in event's first half hour
by Anthony Acosta
Hatchet Reporter
More than 1,000 people
passed through Tuesday’s Off
Campus Housing Services
Fair, which was sponsored by
IKEA and held in the Marvin
Center’s Grand Ballroom.
“We didn’t expect this exact
volume of people, but we had
hopes,” said Brian Hamluk, director of off-campus student affairs. The fair lasted from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. and drew more than
300 people in its first half-hour.
Held annually by the Office
of Off Campus Student Affairs,
the fair offered students infor-

mation on off-campus housing
options and related services –
such as information on banks,
furniture rental or telephone
and Internet service – in the
Foggy Bottom area.
“We wanted to put all the
things off campus students
would definitely need in one
place,” Hamluk said.
Promises of free food, giveaways and door prizes likely
drew the slew of students to
the event. Students eagerly
waited in line to snatch up
housing-themed
handbags,
mouse pads, playing cards,
pens, cups, Frisbees, nachos
and chicken wings provided

by WOW Wingery and pulled
pork sandwiches provided by
Tonic.
Popular raffle prizes included GW Housing Program’s $1,000 for rent raffle, a
$500 IKEA gift card, a $250 Bed
Bath and Beyond gift card and
a $100 Zipcar gift certificate.
Though some students in
attendance said they had a
genuine interest in the fair’s
information, many said the
event’s free food and gifts did
draw them in.
After snatching a handful
of gifts, sophomore Marta Maria Lopez said, “I feel like I just
went shopping.” 

yle Boyer took a liking to politics at an
early age.
Boyer, who won
the general election for Student
Association executive vice president last week, fell in love with
politics at 8. The sophomore said
his interest in the subject began
when he followed the 1996 presidential race between Democratic
president Bill Clinton and
Republican candidate Bob Dole.
At that young age, Boyer
remembered the names of the
politicians on television and realized he was politically minded.
“I had never really known
about (politics before),” Boyer
said. “You don’t think of government when you’re that young.
You know people vote, but you
don’t pay attention.”
Boyer’s interest in politics
sparked a desire to run for student government. He began running for school positions in the
fifth grade and said he never
looked back.
“I like politics,” Boyer said.
“I guess that led to me running
for student council in fifth grade.
I got the most votes so I kept
running.”
Boyer said after he graduates from GW, he wants to teach
social studies in a high school.
“I think it would be very ful-

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Sophomore Kyle Boyer, a native of Berwyn, Pa., is the Student
Association's new executive vice president.
filling (to be a high school social people.
studies teacher),” Boyer said.
“I was exposed to different
“I’ve always liked teaching other kinds of people,” said Boyer,
people things. I’ve always liked who is black. “It was not necesconnecting with other people.”
sarily the most diverse group of
The EVP-elect said he prides people, but considering I came
himself in his ability to bring from a community that was
people together. He said his completely African-American,
hometown of Berwyn, Pa. – a the greater community (outside
suburb of Philadelphia – taught
him how to relate to all types of
See BOYER, p. 3
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Friday

Burglary
3/2/08 - Funger Hall - time
unknown - case closed
University Police Department
officers responded to a report
of broken glass in the building. A suspect had broken the
glass of a door in order to break
into an office. UPD contacted
the occupant of the office and
determined that a laptop had
been stolen. Metropolitan Police
Department crime technicians
came to the scene to look for
physical evidence, and Facilities
Management was contacted to
repair the door.
No suspects or witnesses
Destruction
3/02/08 - Thurston Hall 12:10 a.m. - case closed
A UPD officer on patrol in the
residence hall found a hole in a
wall. It appeared that someone
had punched through the structure, causing the damage.
No suspects or witnesses
Disorderly Conduct
2/29/08 - City Hall - 10:19
p.m. - case closed
UPD responded to a report of
balloons being thrown out the
window of a residence hall. By
the time officers responded,
no other balloons were being
thrown.
No suspects or witnesses
3/1/08 - 2100 Block of H
Street - 12:29 a.m. - case
closed
UPD responded to a verbal
dispute between two male
students on H Street. One
individual was sitting in a car
honking his horn while a man
got in a taxi in front of him. The
subject entering the taxi then
threw a water bottle at the
driver’s windshield. The driver
then got out of his car, and a
dispute ensued.
Referred to Student Judicial
Services

Hit & Run
2/29/08 – 20th and F streets 11:05 p.m. - case closed
A complainant told UPD that he
was driving on F Street when he
attempted to make a left turn on
to 20th Street. Another vehicle
ran a red light at the intersection, forcing the complainant to
swerve his vehicle into a parked
car. The driver who ran the red
light did not stop after the accident occurred.
Public space incident
Liquor Law Violation
2/29/08 - Ivory Tower - 3:47
a.m. - case closed
UPD responded to a call of
an intoxicated individual. Officers found the male individual
unconscious in his room and
contacted EMeRG. The individual regained consciousness
as EMeRG took him from the
room, and he was transported
to GW Hospital for further medical attention.
Referred to SJS
3/1/08 - Public Property on
Campus - 2:55 a.m. - case
closed
UPD officers on patrol observed
an intoxicated male individual
who was having a difficult time
walking. Officers assessed his
condition, and the subject, who
was unaffiliated with GW, was
taken to GW Hospital for further
medical attention.
No further action
Sex Abuse
2/28/08 - 5:30 a.m. – 2600
Block of K Street - case
closed
A female complainant reported
to UPD that she was grabbed
from behind by two male
individuals who attempted to rob
her while walking on K Street.
She told the individuals she
didn’t have anything of value on
her person. When officers arrived, she said the two men had
fondled her before letting her go.
No identifiable suspects
–compiled by Amy D’Onofrio
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Saturday

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

SNAPSHOT

Candid Congressman

Thursday
Phenomenal women of GW
An awards ceremony honoring extraordinary women
leaders at GW. Proceeds
from the event will go
towards the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.
8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand
Ballroom
Sponsored by Multicultural
Student Services Center

Saturday
CPR Class
A free training class for GW
students and faculty to
become certified in CPR.
$40 for non-GW students
and staff
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location TBA
Sponsored by EMeRG
The 2008 ISA Holi Show
Join the Indian Student
Association in celebrating the end of winter and
the start of spring with the
a host of performances
including GW Bhangra, GW
Chamak, GW Geet and
more. The event’s MC will
be Miss D.C.-InternationalRita Sinha.
Tickets $10, available at
www.lisner.com or at the
door
6:30 p.m. to 10:45 p.m.
Lisner Auditorium
Sponsored by GW Indian
Students Association

Josh Wolf/Hatchet photographer

Rep. Patrick Murphy (D-Pa.) signs copies of his new book at the Marvin Center Tuesday
y
night. Murphy's book "Taking the Hill" is about the events that led him to Congress.

GWBRIEF
SA senator to stand trial for
misdemeanor chages
A Student Association senator
will stand trial for misdemeanor
assault and weapons charges in
April.
Senior Isabella Bacardi will
stand trial April 14 on two misdemeanor charges that she allegedly
hit a female patron on the head
with a glass object at McFadden’s
Saloon in October, according to
court documents.

Corrections
In "Local DJ accuses GW of racism over scheduling of game" (March 3, p. 2), The Hatchet
erroneously reported that it had received an
e-mail conversation between members of the
GW Athletic Department and D.C. Councilmember Kwame Brown. The conversation
was with a staffer in Brown's office.

Police reports stated Bacardi
pulled Alexandria, Va., resident
Michelle Lindsay’s hair and struck
her on the head after Lindsay
attempted to intervene in a fight
between two other girls. Lindsay
was treated for minor head injuries
at GW Hospital and released the
next day.
Bacardi was originally arrested
for assault with a deadly weapon,
a felony, but the charges were later
lowered to simple assault and possession of a prohibited weapon.
Her attorney, James O'Dea, previously said he hoped to get the
charges dismissed before the case

The headline for "Physics graduate student
robbed at gunpoint by teens in Hughes Metro" (Mar. 3, p. 2) is incorrect. The student was
robbed at Hughes Mews.
In "GW's prime real estate up for grabs"
(March 3, p. 9 ), The Hatchet erroneously reported that all quads in Building JJ have two
bathrooms. This is not true of every quad.

went to trial. After Bacardi’s last
status hearing, O’Dea said he had
been speaking with witnesses and
prosecutors, and was confident the
charges would be dismissed.
O’Dea, who did not appear in
court on Friday morning for health
reasons, did not return phone calls
from The Hatchet. Bacardi and her
other attorney refused to comment
on the case.
Bacardi was elected to the
SA as an undergraduate senator
from the School of Public Health
in 2006.
–Sarah Scire

Every room in the residence hall has a different floor plan and different amenities.
In the caption for the photo that ran with "Aswani, Kozlowski head to run off" (March 3,
p. 1), The Hatchet erroneously reported that
Kyle Boyer won his Student Association election with 37 percent of the vote. He won with
57 percent of the vote.
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SMPA acquires TiVo-like technology
New SnapStream program will allow users to record and replay 10,000 hours of real-time television
by Niketa Kumar
Senior Staff Writer
The Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo uses it to improve its advertising
and the Harris County Sherrif’s Office
in Texas uses it to monitor local news
coverage and get interviews with witnesses.
Now GW students too will be able
to take advantage of SnapStream, a
$25,000 glorified TiVo that can record
10,000 hours of real-time television for
research and content analysis.
“We see this as a great step forward
for our faculty and our students, another
example of SMPA’s efforts to use cutting
edge media technology in our research
and teaching missions,” said Lee Huebner, director of the School of Media and
Public Affairs.
Beyond the rodeo and the sheriff’s
office, SnapStream is used by the clipping services Metro Monitor in Birmingham, Ala., and Kaplow’s Media

Strategies Group in New York. They
use SnapStream to quickly gather news
clippings for clients, and they said they
were able to streamline their services
through SnapStream and increase the
turnaround for exposure analysis, according to the brochure.
GW became the second college in
the U.S. to own a SnapStream server
last month. SMPA is SnapStream Enterprises’ first client to purchase the newest
version of the company’s server. The installation process is currently underway.
Initially, only faculty will have access to
program what the server records. They
will be able to record from their homes
with a personal login password and license.
Graduate students will be able to
use the server by mid-April. Eventually,
undergraduate students who are taking
master’s classes or need to record television broadcasts for research will be allowed access.
Paul Fucito, SMPA’s director of com-

School for disabled partners with GW
A group of juniors from a
local school for students with
learning disabilities are taking
field trips to GW to learn about
the college experience and the
different jobs offered on campus.
“It’s a great introduction
for students with severe learning disabilities,” said Sharon
Burns, mother of Kingsbury Day
School student Eric Burns. “I’m
very excited about it. It’s a great
opportunity.”
The Kingsbury Day School
is a private kindergarten through
12th grade full-time special education school and this is the first
time it has partnered with a
University to establish a schoolto-job transition program. The
partnership was developed
with a grant from the HSC
Foundation.
Kingsbury’s junior class is
comprised of 14 students, and
half of them are participating
in the program. If students like
the jobs they see around campus – many of which are in
the Gelman Library, the Smith
Center and the Lerner Health
and Wellness Center – they can
apply for paid summer internships.
GW students in the
Graduate School for Education
and Human Development have
interned at the Kingsbury School
in past years, but the school’s students have never been to GW’s
campus. The new program is
being run entirely by students
in GSEHD.
Natalie Govanlu, a student
in GSEHD who is “the brains
behind the operation,” said

DONOR
from p. 1
and to the School of Engineering
and Applied Science.
Fleischman developed a
flare for adventure as a forward
observer for the U.S. Army during World War II, which he still
maintains today - going tandem
skydiving last year at 85-years
old. Although it took several
months to find a company willing to take an 85 year old, legally blind man up in the sky, he
never gave up his goal of being
able to jump out of a plane.
Fleischman vows to continue
skydiving each year and thinks
that “everyone should do it.”
Also an avid skier and scuba
diver, Fleischman – who has
been battling macular degeneration for almost six years – lives
for challenges.
“People with handicaps
accept it and I don’t want to,”
Fleischman said. “They go at a
demure pace. I’m not like that.
I just won’t stop! I just won’t
stop!”
Sharon Block, senior executive director of development
and University programs, has
worked closely with Fleischman
over the years. She described
Fleischman as an “unusual
man” with a “wonderful atti-

BOYER
from p. 1
of Berwyn) was mostly non-African-American, so I was exposed to
different people in that way.”
Boyer said his ability to connect with a diverse group of people is an important aspect of being
an EVP. His past experiences will
help him when he is in office next
year, he said.
“I am a minority student, for
one, so I have a little bit of closer
ties to a group of people on campus and that will help me inflict a
little bit more unity to the senate,”
Boyer said. “I think it’s going to
be hard for people to call me a
racist.”
The sophomore said he has
tried to reach out to all types of
people in the past and will con-

employers on the GW campus,
will benefit from this program as
it is a way to recruit workers.
“They’re all excited about
the opportunity to recruit and
teach people about their fields,”
she said.
Shannon Holmes, a senior
at GW majoring in American
Studies who works in Gelman
said, “It’s a good opportunity
for any high school students, but
especially these students.”
Like most high school students, Kingsbury students are
worried about the challenges of
college. The partnership between
GW and the school aims to not
only expose students to jobs
available to them immediately
after college, but give students a
taste of college life.
Jessica Mattis, the transition
coordinator at Kingsbury, said
about one third of students at
Kingsbury go to a four-year college, one third go to a two-year
college or vocational school, and
the remaining third seek a career
after graduation.
“If you don’t get help and
your accommodations, you
will fail,” said Cortland Baish,
17, and a junior at Kingsbury.
College “takes a lot of organization, and that’s what we need to
work on,” he said.
According to a press release,
GW’s partnership with the
Kingsbury school is a pilot program that will eventually be
implemented at schools nationwide. The partnership was
showcased during University
President Steven Knapp’s inauguration.
–Michael Ballaban

tude towards life.”
“By definition, he stands out
as generous at heart … he’s not
just generous with his money,”
Block said.
Block serves as the liaison
between Fleischman and GW,
and believes that it is partially
the connection between the two
that has encouraged Fleischman
to be a continual donor.
Having only attended one
semester at GW in a real estate
course, Fleischman is not considered an alumnus of the
University. But to Fleischman, it
was the warm welcome that he
received from Block and her colleagues that sparked his affection for the school.
Fleischman’s most recent
donation of a little over $100,000
equipped two rooms in the
Gelman Library with technology for students that are visually impaired. These rooms were
opened last month.
“It gives me a sense of wellbeing that I can help young
people,” he said.
Fleischman, with Block’s
assistance, has not yet decided
which school will receive the
next donation, but Fleischman
said that it is his “goal and
ambition” to donate in some
way to every aspect of GW and
he “(intends) to stay around
long enough to do it, and then
some.” 
tinue to do so as EVP.
“I think if there’s one thing
people will say about me is that
I try to bring people together,”
Boyer said. “By nature, I’m not
about division. Just talking about
unity sounds really empty and it
gets old quick, so people really
want to see what follows you,
what kind of a trail have you
left? Have you brought people
together?”
Boyer said his campaign was
an example of how he will handle
himself as EVP.
“If you just looked at my campaign staff, there were a lot of
my fraternity brothers, a lot of
my close friends,” he said. “But
there were people in other fraternities helping me out and girls in
sororities and minority students,
so hopefully we can take the same
kind of approach to the senate and
begin to really see that happen at
GW.”

munications, said in the past, faculty
who wanted to analyze news broadcasts
had to spend weeks, or even months,

“We see this as ... another
example of SMPA's efforts
to use cutting-edge media
technology...”
LEE HUEBNER

DIRECTOR OF SMPA

recording and filling bookshelves with
countless videotapes. After seeing a
display for SnapStream at a conference,
SMPA decided to invest in the new technology.

“It takes seconds and minutes now
to do what took weeks or months. After
recording, let’s say a month of Andersen Cooper, you can then go back type
in relevant keywords, find the clips that
apply and watch those segments,” Fucito said.
Roxanne Russell, studio manager for
SMPA said, “It’s basically a big Tivo with
multiple users, giving each user the ability to record directly onto his computer.
It ends the bottleneck on recording.”
Sean Aday, an associate professor in
SMPA, will be one of the initial professors utilizing SnapStream.
“It’s a great tool for research. For example, with the recent news about the
U.S. embassy in Serbia, we could collect
and compare coverage from all the networks. Graduate students, especially in
the research methods class, will be able
to conduct their own content analysis,”
he said.
Emerson College in Boston bought
a SnapStream server about a year and

a half ago. The server is used for crossnetwork comparisons within the college’s TV news production classes.
“We call it ‘Tivo on steroids’” said Janet Kolodzy, chair of Emerson’s journalism department. “We are able to record
from four different stations at a time
and have the ability to conduct mini
content analyses. For example, recently
we used the keyword aspect to compare
the amount of coverage concerning Hillary Clinton and cleavage versus Hillary
Clinton and healthcare,”
Kolodzy said at Emerson faculty are
the predominant users of SnapStream,
but all students in the journalism school
have access to watching SnapStream in
certain labs.
She said, “From SnapStream, it is not
so much the technology that (students)
learn, but rather the critical thinking
skills. The material gathered expands
discussion in the classroom and broadens the types and amount of examples
professors can present.”
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“

with handicaps accept it and I don’t want to. They go at a
demure pace. I’m not like that. I just won’t stop! I just won’t stop!"
– Julius Fleischman, 86, on living a normal life while being
legally blind.
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The economics of study abroad

editorial
Mandatory
spending failing
GW community
With recent findings indicating
that key GWorld partners have lost significant revenue this year following the
implementation of mandatory J Street
spending, we are concerned that this illconceived policy change is destroying
valuable partnerships in Foggy Bottom.
Notable campus staples such as
Froggy Bottom Pub, Panda Cafe, Pita
Pit, Au Bon Pain and Berticci's note losses up to 50 percent of previous revenues
this year. Locations such as Froggy Bottom Pub generally bring in one-third
of their revenue from students’ pocketbooks. Freshman and sophomore students are required to spend $700 and
$250, respectively, of their Colonial Cash
at J Street in this first year of mandatory
spending. Because of this policy, outside
businesses claim that the University is
effectively protecting Sodexho from free
competition.
The University offers other explanations for these losses, claiming that
the expansion of the GWorld program
to include Safeway as well as a smaller incoming class have contributed to
these issues. However, taking into consideration the vocal and prominent complaints from students, the news of this
policy hurting
local
restaurants brings an
entire new dimension to the
problem that is
doing anything
but
building
community.
News of the
While it is
possible
that
policy hurting
these
factors
local
may contribute
to revenue rerestauraunts is
ductions, venues closer to J
doing anything
Street seem to
be hardest hit.
but building
Establishments
such as Potcommunity.
belly’s, Dunkin
Donuts-Baskin
Robbins
and
Gallery
Place
have not seen
losses as drastic as those experienced
by
venues inside 2000 Penn or neighboring
venues on the 2100 block of Pennsylvania Avenue.
While the University acknowledges
that local GWorld partners have suffered financial setbacks since mandatory spending was implemented this year,
officials contend that the policy is beneficial to the overall community. “We’re
trying to get people early on building a
community,” said Executive Vice President and Treasurer Lou Katz.
Yet the fact is, this policy is hurting
the GW community – both the actual
students and the surrounding establishments that also comprise the community
GW strives so hard to create. One of the
central benefits of the Colonial Cash
program is that it allows GW students to
experience elements of the GW community, freely both on campus and off. Stifling student spending hinders the freedoms that draw so many to this campus
in the first place.
If the current policy is not addressed
quickly by top administrators and an alternate plan presented, GW runs the risk
of not only leaving students dissatisfied
but alienating neighborhood venues as
well. Just as the GW experience goes far
beyond the classroom and into the city,
administrators must be mindful of the
impact student spending has on the entire Foggy Bottom community.
As this page has said in the past,
both the University and students have
valid concerns concerning mandatory
spending. The University has a vested
interest in its business dealings with
food service provider Sodexho while
the students want the dining freedom of
years past. Now, the way this policy impacts the greater community must have
its own place in the discussion of how
to resolve this dining disaster once and
for all.

Breaking down the controversial policies
Study abroad has become a
the Forum on Education Abroad,
must-have resume feature as col18 percent of institutions have
lege students prepare to compete
students pay full home school
in a global economy. Businesses
tuition, room and board, and
have sprung up to support the
the institution pays the program
enterprise, and collegexpenses
includes are trying to figure
ing room and board.
out their proper role in
Another 29 percent
KELSIE
the market. The recent
report that students
lawsuit brought against
pay full home school
FRANK
Wheaton College by a
tuition but pay for
family challenging the
their own room and
school’s policy of chargboard abroad. In all,
ing home tuition for study abroad
47 percent of schools now charge
has reinvigorated discussion on
home tuition, with the number of
this practice across the country
institutions adopting this policy
and, closer to home, at GW.
increasing each year.
Last semester I examined this
The implementation of this
topic for my economics thesis
policy enabled GW to significantand analyzed GW’s use of the
ly improve its Office for Study
home tuition policy. Based on my
Abroad by increasing the availfindings, this policy has indeed
ability and expertise of its staff,
brought about improvements in
centralizing program information
GW’s Office for Study Abroad.
and offering students the flexYet the increased level of support
ibility to take scholarships with
services and other improvements
them while participating in procannot necessarily justify GW’s
grams around the globe (which
profit from this policy.
is actually not a common policy).
GW’s policy of charging
Additionally, this policy has not
home tuition and fees is actudiscouraged students from studyally an increasingly common pracing abroad. Instead, the increased
tice among American colleges.
support and scholarships have
According to a recent survey by
enabled more students to benefit
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from study abroad every year.
That being said, GW’s policy of charging home tuition has
been good business. Based on GW
tuition, room and board, university-funded scholarships and average
g study
y abroad program
p g
costs
(for the regions of Asia/Oceania,
Europe, Latin America, North
Africa/Middle East and SubSaharan Africa), the University
will stand to make money from
the approximately 1,000 students studying abroad during the
2007-2008 academic year.
The cheapest place to study
abroad is Latin America, where
the average academic year program cost (including tuition, room
and board) is $20,755, based on a
random sample of 30 programs in
the region. And not surprisingly,
the most expensive is Europe with
an average academic year program
cost (including tuition, room and
board) of $28,122. With GW’s own
enormous price tag well known,
therein lies the seed of discontent.
Students do the math and suspect their own university is taking
advantage of them.
So do GW students play the
system and study in the more

Are Democrats
ignoring gays?
Candidates must incorporate gay rights
It seems like no matter where I go or
Conversely, both Obama and
what I do, I keep hearing the same old
Hillary have recently made statements
campaign slogans – Barack Obama’s
assuring gay, lesbian and bisexual vot“Yes, we can!” and Hillary Clinton’s
ers that they are supporters of the fight
recent “Make History!” Both Clinton
to ensure equal rights for the LGBT
and Obama are certainly right – history
community. Notably, Obama dedicated
is being made in this country. As canan open letter to the LGBT community
didates, both
assuring them of his fight for “equality
Obama
and
for all.” Interestingly enough, accordClinton repreing to a recent study by The Williams
SOPHIE
sent hundreds,
Institute, both Texas and Ohio are on
ZAVAGLIA
if not thouthe list of the top ten states that have
sands, of years
the largest gay, lesbian and bisexual
of fighting for
populations, ranking fourth and sixth
total equality. We currently have two
respectively. Is it a coincidence that this
candidates who stand for social change
letter came out shortly before Tuesday’s
and the fight for equality… right?
primary? I think not. The sad truth is
Being a Democrat, I was initially
that Obama and Cliton aren’t “reaching
overjoyed with both these candidates
out” to the LGBT community – they are
when they declared their intentions to
pandering to it.
run for president, because I felt confiDespite all their rhetoric about
dent that either candidate’s presidency
breaking the mold of “politics-as-usuwould bring about crucial changes on
al” and challenging the status quo,
significant political issues.
both Obama and Clinton have fallen
But after all the speeches I’ve heard
back into typical political behavior by
them give, I found Obama and Clinton
addressing the issue of gay rights in
relatively quiet on the issue of gay
such a glib manner. To be clear, I’m not
rights. This was especially surprising
saying they are against gay rights. One
considering
their
need only look at their
penchant for public
records to highlight
speaking. I couldn’t
that they have voted in
accept that these cana fairly consistent way
didates who based
in support of the gay
their entire camcommunity.
paigns on the idea of
However, in this
equality and social Obama and Clinton
election, they both
justice had said relaremained remarkably
aren't "reaching out" quiet on the issue of gay
tively little about the
need for equality for
rights until it was politto the LGBT
homosexuals.
ically advantageous for
Just to be fair, I
to speak out. Both
community – they are them
dove right into the
Obama and Clinton are
candidates’
plat- pandering to it
treating the “gay vote”
forms, looking for
as a momentary prize
their stance on the
to be won. Instead,
issue of gay rights.
they should be makClinton’s Web
ing gay rights a persite touts her status
manent issue, voicing
as a “Champion for
support for the fight
Women” and her
for gay rights even
push for universal
when it is not popular.
health care. But, it
In ignoring this critical
fails to acknowledge gay rights in any
issue until recently, both candidates
way.
are denying the significance of this
Obama’s Web site yielded the same
issue in the same way that equal rights
result. As I browsed through Obama’s
have been historically denied to both
“Issues,” I found sections on “Civil
blacks and women. Spouting off that
Rights,” “Education” and “Economy,”
we “can” change society accomplishes
but not a word on the rights of homosexnothing. Senators Clinton and Obama
uals. I thought that maybe I could find
must openly address gay rights at all
Obama’s defense on gay rights under
times if they value true equality and
a section curiously titled “Additional
social justice, not just when it’s going to
Issues.” It seems that Mr. Obama has
guarantee them a vote.
something to say about art and sportsmen, but not about ensuring the rights
–The writer is a sophomore majoring
of homosexuals.
in political science.
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expensive locations? GW students
attend more programs in Africa
and Asia compared to national trends and participate less in
European programs. The interests
of GW students could explain the
popularity of African and Asian
destinations; 40 percent of GW
students abroad for the fall 2007
semester were international affairs
majors. Nationally, more students
go to Latin America, the region with
the cheapest programs on average,
which could suggest that students
who do not pay home tuition for
study abroad choose destinations
with lower program costs.
While parents and students
raise concerns about policy fairness nationwide, I think it’s
important to remember the benefits that home tuition policy
provides. It has enabled GW
to provide for a more academically challenging and stimulating study abroad experience
for its students. Although these
improvements are quite significant, the question still remains: Is
this policy the best way to realize
those benefits?
–The writer is a senior majoring
in economics and history.

letters to the editor
Less e-mails, more information
It is seldom that I find myself
in agreement with the opinions
found on this page, let alone in
active pursuit of the same goals
myself. As someone who is often
extremely supportive of most
actions the administration takes,
sometimes blindly supporting
policies for the betterment
of the student population, I
have frequently found myself
dismayed with GW's mass e-mail
“policy.” The policy approved
by vice presidents is absurd and
essentially is an open invitation
to anyone who wants to send an
e-mail.
As a self-admitted GW tool,
it's pretty rare that University
news is not of interest to me. Yet
I have received countless e-mails
about things I simply don't care
about. It seems to me that the
mass e-mail policy has become
almost an excuse to send out mass
e-mails. Last month $10 million
was donated to the Smith Center,
which was great – but most people
on campus did not care enough
to get an immediate blast e-mail
alert. Yet when classes were
canceled on the morning of Feb.
13, many students were unaware
because the University felt it
unnecessary to send out an e-mail
to inform the student body.
This overuse for fairly
mundane happenings and nonuse for actual emergencies makes
me wonder if GW is really ready
in the event of a large scale
catastrophe. At which point will
we decide telling students not to
go to their classrooms is actually
a worth-while venture? How
bad must the situation really be?
For me, the prospect of slipping
and falling on ice seems to be a
real enough danger to send out
a blast e-mail; it certainly was a
real enough concern to allow staff
and faculty extra time to get into
classes and work.
Something needs to change.
I call on the administration and
President Steven Knapp to reexamine a policy that seems to
have fallen by the wayside. I
applaud previous efforts of this
page to do so, and look forward to
hopefully receiving less e-mails.
Tim Shea
Senior
Abroad policies are in the open
We read with interest Sean
Redding’s opinion piece on
GW’s study abroad pricing
policies (Feb. 28, A4). The Office
for Study Abroad attempts to
make its policies and practices as
transparent as possible. The study
abroad billing policy is explained
in detail on our Web site and
the list of approved programs,
a resource given to all students
inquiring about study abroad, is
headed by information on what
a semester abroad will cost each
student. In addition to information
on the web site, the pricing of
GW’s study abroad programs are
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Ricker Rollins, asst. business production manager
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Molly Fried, ad manager
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shared with students during faceto-face meetings.
Often, students see the base
cost of a study abroad program,
such as the one in Uganda that Mr.
Redding refers to in his opinion
piece, and it naturally engenders
questions about GW’s pricing
policies. Part of the explanation for
our pricing is that, while there are
some less expensive programs like
the one cited, there are a number of
programs that result in GW's paying
more to the provider than they
receive from the student in tuition.
Additionally, as Mr. Redding
correctly suggests, responsible
management of study abroad has
costs for the University beyond the
direct payment of the program’s
bill. Other expenses include, but
are not limited to, the operations of
the Study Abroad office.
When a student leaves GW
for a semester or even a year, the
University still depends on tuition
dollars from that matriculated
student to help support the
institution as a whole in order to
provide the level of education and
services the student expects upon
return. The career center continues
to operate, acquisitions are made
for the library, technology upgrades
occur. Study abroad programs
operated by third party providers
do not incur these kinds of costs, as
the services they deliver are more
transitory in nature than those
offered by a university like GW.
This is why study abroad
programs are not able to offer
students the opportunity to
earn a degree. As Madeleine
Morgenstern’s article (Feb. 25,
pg. A1) specified, students going
abroad are able to take their aid
with them – this is possible because
of the overall pricing structure.
We are determined to make study
abroad equally accessible to all
our eligible students; therefore,
we continue financial support
that may be offered to students
during the year. In addition to
all institutional aid that students
already receive, over $100,000 in
aid is available through a number
of scholarships administered
specifically by the Office for
Study Abroad, in part to address
the very issues of differences in
cost that Mr. Redding alludes to
in his article.
These funds are also used to
help replace work-study funds
that students cannot earn while
studying away from campus. As
with all departments on campus,
the Office for Study Abroad is
striving to provide an excellent
education for GW’s students.
Study Abroad is an intensive and
complex undertaking for any
institution. At GW, we believe it
is a vital part of the educational
experience for a large percentage
of our students.
Donna Scarboro, assistant
vice president for special and
international programs
Rob Hallworth
Director of study abroad
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GALLAUDET
from p. 1
for their own benefit of the university,” Davila said.
Last year, students called
into question Fernandez’s experience with deafness, as she only
learned American Sign Language
in her mid-twenties.
During the protests, GW students – including then-SA president Lamar Thorpe – traveled
to the school to deliver blankets
and food.
The president of GW’s
American Sign Language Club,
Russell Nemiroff, said a school
that communicates through sign
language needs a unique leader.
“At Gallaudet, the fact that
most of the students communicate differently (with ASL) is
something that the administration and its leadership need to
be sensitive to,” Nemiroff said.
“Having a president who can
communicate with both the
hearing and deaf communities
is very important there.”
Erin Casler, a spokesperson
for the university, said Davila
has already made strides to
ensure that he retain the student
body’s respect.
“Soon after his appointment,
Davila began to focus most of
his efforts in helping the campus
community reunite and to restore
trust between members of the
community and the administration, which was deeply affected
during the turmoil of 2006,” she
wrote in an e-mail.
Davila has established
working groups involving students, faculty and administration to develop plans to move
the university forward. He also
has created an Ombuds Office
– consisting of deaf lawyers and
social justice activists – to help
improve internal communication and to keep the members of
the community “well informed
about key matters,” she said. 
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Spending at J Street hurts local businesses
from p. 1
Under the mandatory spending policy,
freshmen must spend $700 and sophomores $250 per semester at venues at
Marvin Center. This money expires at the
end of the academic year.
Mandatory spending enhances campus community, said Executive Vice
President and Treasurer Lou Katz.
“The whole idea to have mandatory
spending in J Street is to build community,” he said. “We’re trying to get people
early on building a community.”
Student Association President Nicole
Capp said she is against the mandatory
spending policy.
“The quality of student life is diminished when mandatory spending limits are
in place,” said Capp, a junior. “Students,
vendors, the GWorld program and, ultimately, the University are all restrained by
the policy.”
Katz said the University is aware that

local vendors are losing revenue. He attributes this to an increase in GWorld partners and a smaller freshman class.
“If you assume there is no change in
the money available, and you have more
places to spend it, it’s going to affect (other
businesses),” he said.
Many students have spent their
Colonial Cash at venues such as Safeway
– which started accepting GWorld this
school year – instead of local restaurants,
Katz added.
Bui said the recent openings of other
venues such as Tonic, WOW Wingery and
Carvings, could also be a factor in business loss.
“A lot of new businesses opened
around here, so we know we have to
share the customers with everybody else,”
Bui said.
Pita Pit manager Casey Hristakos said
he also thought that the increase in competition has been a factor in lowering sales
this school year. Pita Pit deliveries make
up a significant amount of its revenue, he

said, and the number of competitors on
Web sites such as Campusfood.com have
increased, leading to an 8 to 10 percent
loss in sales.
Despite losses, Hristakos said Pita Pit’s
location in Ivory Tower has cushioned it
from GWorld changes, although “mandatory spending at J Street hasn’t helped.”
“We still have the consistent, solid
Ivory Tower base and the academic buildings around here,” he said.
There has been little or no change
in GWorld sales compared to last year
at Potbelly's or Baskin Robbins-Dunkin
Donuts in Ivory Tower, store managers
said. Gallery Place managers said credit card use is slowly replacing GWorld
spending.
At 2000 Pennsylvania, restaurant owners said they have been heavily impacted.
Muluka Kalef, supervisor of La Prima,
said the venue has lost $1,300 to $1,400
per day in GWorld sales since last school
year.
Au Bon Pain has seen a 12 to 18 percent

decrease in sales because of the mandatory
spending policy, said Tim Hinton, store
owner and manager. Bertucci’s reported
similar problems, and general manager
Leon Evison said the policy has “negatively affected our business by 50 percent.”
Some students also said they disliked
the mandatory spending policy but supported expansion of the Colonial Cash
program. Some said they ate at J Street
more often than outside restaurants only
because of the spending requirements.
“The mandatory spending policy is
not conducive to good spending policies
… It’s not really real money. People go out
of the way to spend more money,” freshman Andrew Levitt said.
While sitting in J Street, freshman
Khaya Leary said the policy does not
enhance campus community like administrators hoped it would.
“That’s not really effective. As you can
see, right now I’m sitting here by myself,”
she said. “It’s not like I came here to chat
and eat.” 
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LOLOMFGHAHA !!!
GW students dish out fresh stand-up in
comedy competition
by Shimmy Edwards
Hatchet Reporter

The Colonialist.com co-founder Travis Helwig does comedy.

GW is known for its students being politics
buffs, but not every student is looking to work in
Congress. Some are just looking for laughs.
The Internet comedy channel RooftopComedy.
com hosted a competition to find the funniest students at GW Monday night. More than a dozen
students vied for eight spots in a comedy team
that will represent GW at the regional competition
against the University of Virginia on April 6.
The comedians covered a range of issues, with
race and politics among the most popular.
“Using the race card, it’s like kicking someone
out of a soccer game. Like, get out of my conversation,” freshman Madebo Fatunde said.
Junior Travis Helwig. the proprietor of TheColonialist.com, made fun of the famous Texan battle
cry “to remember the Alamo.”
“I often feel guilty that I have absolutely no
recollection of the Alamo,” Helwig said.
The host, Rajiv Satyal, also performed sets
throughout the night. He drew on his Indian
background as a source of laughs.
“If any joke is tacky, you just convert it to
Indian,” Satyal said. “That’s why we can’t be
terrorists. Our voices are too funny.”
Kevin Mead, a junior and one of the eight
students chosen to move on to the regional competition, said they enjoyed the night.
“It feels really good (to win),” Mead said.
Joe Ginarte/Hatchet Photographer “Something interesting about this contest is that
while it was a competition, it’s not really a sin-

MovieReview : "Semi-Pro"
by Andrew George
Hatchet Reporter

In Will Ferrell’s newest film, he takes on the
role of an egotistical, self-centered basketball
player who lives a lavish lifestyle – complete
with hordes of beautiful women, expensive liquor and acute fame. (If this is all beginning
to sound familiar, it should.) No, Ricky Bobby
(“Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby”)
is not attempting to be a two-sport athlete and
no, Ron Burgundy (“Anchorman”) is not leaving the newsroom. Instead, Ferrell takes on the
role of Jackie Moon, a singer-turned-basketball
business mogul/player in his latest film, “SemiPro” (New Line Cinema, 2008). And while Ferrell’s latest persona draws striking similarities
to some of his previous roles (“Anchorman,”
“Old School”), “Semi-Pro,” manages to offer a
bit of fresh humor to Ferrell’s usual cinematic
lunacy.
Set in 1976, singer Jackie Moon purchases
a fictitious ABA basketball team based in Flint,
Mich., when his only song, “Love Me Sexy,”
tops the charts. After assuming ownership of
the Flint Tropics, Moon also hires himself as the

gular thing; the fact that there was a team of winners
is cool. From what I understand of (RooftopComedy.
com), it’s creating a comedy community, which for comedians is really important.”
Satyal said it was important for students to participate in events like this.
“I think (this competition) is a platform,” Satyal
said. “Stand-up is such a great, honest way of expressing yourself. It’s a great way to express your emotions.”
Jenn Stokes, events marketing manager for RooftopComedy.com, said the competition gives college
students the chance to show their humorous side.
“I think it’s a great platform to showcase the comedic talent of college students and give them an opportunity,” Stokes said.
Satyal had some advice for any students with comedic aspirations.
“I’d say the number one thing is to have fun,” he
said. “I think the crowd sometimes doesn’t want to
laugh as much as to just have fun, and if the crowd
sees you having fun, they have fun. The second thing
is persistence, which is important in any field.”
He also shared his views on comedy in society.
“The art (of comedy) is inversely related to the
times,” Satyal said. “The worse the times are, the better the stand-up is.”
The winners on Monday night were Mead, Fatunde, Micah Foster, Chris Hayes, Travis Helwig, Kirk
Larsen, Darren Miller and Emily Murphy.
After the regional competition against U-Va. , one
student will advance to the Sweet 16, where four competitors will be selected to participate in the finals in
Aspen, Colo. 

team’s coach and takes up the role of starting
power-forward.
The Tropics’ woes are evident, and their
performance on the court is almost as laughable
as their attendance. Their games frequently become spectacles as Jackie Moon’s antics often
find him leaving the floor far before game’s
end. Not even Moon’s perfectly groomed afro
seems to translate into wins.
With the league on the brink of extinction,
a merger with the NBA is proposed – one that
would take on the four best ABA teams and
leave the rest of the league to dissolve. While
Moon’s Tropics are in no shape to qualify, they
assume the role of the underdog and rally to
make a climb in their standing. They acquire a
former NBA player in Monix, played by Woody
Harrelson, (“No Country For Old Men,” “White
Men Can’t Jump”) who is on the tail end of his
career, especially given that Moon trades the
team’s washing machine for him.
The film follows the circus that is the Tropics’ season and rides it through to the end.
Woody Harrelson’s character begins to lift the
courtesy Frank Masi/New Line Cinema

See SEMI-PRO, p. 7

Will Ferrell stars as Jackie Moon in New Line Cinema's new comedy, "Semi-Pro", in theaters now.

by Amanda Pacitti
Contributing Arts Editor
It’s already March, GW reader baby. As in,
spring break is coming: which means GW ladies
are getting busy hitting up the tanning beds and
GW lads are, um, getting busy checking out their
GW ladies’ crucial orange tan lines. So, the rule
for keeping the entire month as really, honestly,
seriously hot as your spring break? Check March’s
live music while you’re checking totally sweet tan
lines.
Since Saturday’s Hives show (…with The
Donnas) is already sold out (damn, girl!), dig deep
into ye old pocket for ten worthy bucks to see
your GW brethren Jukebox The Ghost, performing
with Tereu Tereu, Modern Skirts and Bear Hands
at Rock at Roll Hotel that same night. A foreseen
benefit? That’s ten dollar insurance that the eversassy girl rock Donna-heads won’t be there, and
you know, all up in your grill.
Hey kids, there IS Justice. So, yea, the show
Wednesday, March 12 at 9:30 Club is sold out, but
for $30 and a ride into B-more you can catch the
French electric duo-with-the-most-est this Sunday,
March 9 at Sonar.
Yet another reason to hit-up da’ Net: the Jonas
Brothers of (gasp) Disney acclaim are slotted to
courtesy Andy Earl/umusic
take the Patriot Center stage Friday, March 14.
Although The Hives' (above) show is sold out, there's still plenty of music to be heard in the District this month.

MARCH:
If you have

$5
$10
$20

AN ENTERTAINMENT
GUIDE FOR THE
CASHSTRAPPED
COLLEGE STUDENT

This month
in live music

$5

Were you not able to snag a ticket to
the sold out Hives show at the 9:30
Club this weekend? Not to worry –
if you still need your Swedish rock
and roll fix, head over the House of
Sweden (a.k.a. the Swedish embassy at 2900 K St. N.W.) to see The
LKs – Swedish indie-rock at its
finest. The show is Saturday, at
6:30 pm, with a suggested donation
price of $5.

If you have

$10

Be sure to check out the D.C.
Independent Film Festival, March
6-16, right here on GW's campus in
the Jack Morton Auditorium (MPA
Building at 21st and H St. N.W.).
The 11-day festival features over 100
films, themed sessions and seminars,
and demonstrations by top industry
companies. There's also a music festival portion with acts playing at different venues around the city. Tickets
start at just $7 for students. For more
info, visit www.dciff.org

If you have

Click your way through eBay since tickets are
(obviously) sold out.
Looking to feel some District pride? Grab $15
from your endless wallet and hit 9:30 Club March
16 for MN8 Presents The Wildcard, featuring local hip hop mogul Wale, who earned his cred by
mixing hip hop and go-go music. And get this:
his next mixtape, aptly titled the “Mixtape About
Nothing,” reps sitcom-about-nothing “Seinfeld”
– and is rumored to include a little somethin’somethin’ from Julia Louis-Dreyfus. Sayin.’
Catch oh-so-indie, ever-experimental The
Most Serene Republic, with Miracle Mortress and
Liam Finn Wednesday, March 19 at DC9. And,
sorry, shortstack – this one’s 21-plus.
Ride the local wave: drop $10 and catch
experimental/progressive D.C. rockers Le Loup,
Friday, March 21 at the Black Cat, with The Ruby
Suns and Bellman Barker. Finish the weekend
right that Saturday, same place (and a worthy
five bucks more) with acoustic indie favorites The
Mountain Goats.
Got $20? Pay testament to your pronounced,
deep-vested and well-articulated love of hip hop
by joining Del the Funky Homosapien Sunday,
March 23 at 9:30 Club, part of a tour in support of
his most recent album, “11th Hour.” Optional, but
See LIVE, p. 7

$20

Beep beep! Who's got the keys
to the jeep? Vrroooooom. Catch
the queen of hip-hop flavor Missy
Elliot live at Ibiza nightclub (1222
1st St. N.E.). The new club features seven bars, multiple VIP areas
and "Washington's sexiest rooftop
deck" (according to their Website.)
If you're willing to make the trek out
of N.W., this may be a good excuse
to check out the night scene in one
of the District's other quadrants.

For additional audio, video and multimedia on these and other stories, check the new Hatchet arts blog at

blogs.gwhatchet.com/backstage
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MovieReview : "The Signal"

BarBelle
Tonic
(2036 G St. N.W.)

Every weekend I am guaranteed a handful of
things. First, I will put off any and all school work
until Sunday night around 8 p.m. Second, I will most
likely be intoxicated for a large portion of it. Third,
I will get off this campus that I am a slave to on the
other five days of the week and transplant myself to
another part of town. This weekend I was only one out
of three – I put off my work until Sunday after 11 p.m.
and I spent most of my weekend in Foggy Bottom, but
I did pull off being intoxicated most of the nights.
After all the turmoil with delayed openings and
the approval of a liquor license, I finally made it to the
up and running Tonic, a restaurant and bar located in
the old Quigly’s Pharmacy on the corner of 21st and
G streets. Being a senior, I watched the whole transformation of the historic building and heard the buzz
grow about high hopes for an on-campus bar that
would provide students a close hangout once class is
over. I was excited and I was thirsty, but most of all I
was happy to spend my potential cab fare on a bonus
beer.
The inside of Tonic is pretty amazing considering
the shape of Quigley’s before the takeover. Exposed
brick walls look chic, limited seating encourages party
privacy and several large windows offer the best of
people watching a college campus can provide. A
nook near the entrance hugs an iTunes Jukebox with
a pretty loaded variety of music and the menu boasts
a mix of American plates, most importantly tater tots.
So what if I was there for the beer? Tater tots never
hurt anyone.
The upstairs is a bit more formal with white
linen table clothes and tables for larger parties while
the downstairs is more of a hangout with a bar and
smaller tables. There is no question the designers
took their time to create a space that was classy and

hip without being pretentious. The disconnection,
however, that I found with Tonic was the direction the
owners went when deciding the atmosphere of this
quaint restaurant. True, GW is not your typical college.
We lack a real sense of campus, we pay more attention
to political debates than football matches and most of
us have had internships for major companies since we
were sophomores. We are, however, still young adults
trying to live out the “best years” of our lives before
we succumb to life in a cubicle. We like loud music,
cheap beer, dim lighting and the potential to meet new
people. Walking into this restaurant, I felt like it was
better suited for Northern Virginia or Bethesda, Md;
it’s cute and nice, but I wanted dangerous and loud.
Nothing in Tonic suggests that it sits in the middle
of a college campus except for some old memorabilia
that lines the walls like the sports objects hanging in
my hometown Applebees. In fact, I would bet that
most of the people walking into the bar were professors or professionals and not GW students. While
I’m not saying this is necessarily a bad thing, it just
dampened my hopes for a bar that would host Jay
Chandrasekhar Beerfest II.
Whether you’d like to spend your evenings in dive
bars, fancy lounges or trendy clubs, you should at least
check out Tonic and support GW’s newest addition.
The service is good enough and the location is key and
like I said, there are tater tots. 

Bar Belle Rating

by Andrew George
Hatchet Reporter
“Do you have the crazy?”
People in the futuristic, fictional city
of Terminus ponder this very question as
a mysterious signal is transmitted through
the city’s airwaves, infecting anyone who
comes across it. In “The Signal” (POP
Films, Shoreline Entertainment), those infected with “the crazy” embark on murder
sprees, inflicting harm on their fellow civilians and becoming increasingly delusional
as the film progresses.
On New Year’s Eve, this strange signal infiltrates the city’s airwaves – causing
frustration amongst the main characters.
The film follows Mya (played by
newcomer Anessa Ramsey), an attractive
woman on the verge of leaving her jealous
husband, Lewis (A.J. Bowen), for another
man, Ben (Justin Welborn). As her husband becomes increasingly aware of her
screaming infidelities, he becomes infected
with the signal and begins a killing spree in
pursuit of his unfaithful wife. While drawing on intense, near-apocalyptic scenes of
gore, the film also takes time to throw in
bits of humor in a format closely resembling “Shaun of the Dead.” And as the day
of absolute chaos winds to a close, so does
the film. However, by the end of “The Signal,” the city of Terminus (and civilization
for that matter) is left in an irreparable state
of turmoil.
While one may begin to point out similarities in the plot with other horror films
such as “The Ring,” innovation proves to
be a dominant quality in the film – which is
actually comprised of three different films,
all directed separately. In a sit-down interview with The Hatchet, filmmakers David

SEMI-PRO

Bruckner, Dan Bush, and Jacob Gentry
shared their thoughts on the film and its
production.
“It’s a rollercoaster,” said the trio of Atlanta filmmakers, “That is, if you’re willing
to go for the ride.”
“Our greatest challenge during this
whole process was simply getting it done,”
said Gentry. “It was all about letting go.
Leaving our own egos outside and collaborating as one,” added Bush.
This was not a problem for the trio as
it was ideas that brought them together in
the first place. Gentry, Bush, and Bruckner
all became fans of each other’s work in Atlanta’s underground film scene. As they
came into contact with one another, their
ideas meshed and the foundation for “The
Signal” was born. They are quick to note
that the film’s low-budget backing in fact
helped yield “more creativity.”
“With ‘The Signal,’ we weren’t answering any questions, but instead asking
some,” said Bush. The directors hint that
the signal itself is a conglomerate of all the
stifling electronic media that is all around
us in the world today. According to Bruckner, “One of the most important lines in
the film is that ‘The signal is replacing my
thoughts.’ I think that says a lot.”
The trio added a bit of advice to the
college demographic before the interview’s end. “Make a movie, that’s all I can
say, make independent films,” said Bush.
They were also adamant about how to
view the film: “Don’t look directly at the
signal. Three fights broke out in New York
at a screening.”
Unless you don’t mind wearing your
sunglasses at night, you just might have
“the crazy” too when “The Signal” hits
theaters Friday. 

LIVE
from p. 6

from p. 6
team from the trenches as he is involved in his own Flint romantic
side saga with the lovely Maura Tierney (“Welcome to Mooseport,” “Liar
Liar”). Also a member of the Tropics, Outkast’s André Benjamin plays
‘Coffee’ Black, the team’s best player
and most vocal critic. Many familiar
faces from Will Ferrell’s films also
make significant cameos, invoking a

|7

laugh here and there through recognition.
“Semi-Pro,” does manage to
strike some funny moments throughout its predictability. Jackie Moon
shows off Ferrell’s talent for his
usual role of an egomaniac, and does
manage to make you laugh along the
way. Ultimately, “Semi-Pro,” will offer exactly what its viewers expect,

just nothing more. The film beats the
70’s retro throwback theme to death,
which seems to be nothing less than
unoriginal in the last few years. Ferrell simply adds another sport to his
tally of closely related films with this
rendition of “The Bad News Bears”
(1976). 
“Semi-Pro” is now playing in theaters nationwide.

worthwhile: bring an extra five
bucks to buy your favorite contributing arts editor, um, a Shirley
Temple, and we’ll totally trade digits over pronounced, deep-vested
and well-articulated conversation
about Del and, you
y
know, kids today and/or culture at large. Seriously. Reader-writer love knows
no bounds.
Feelin’ reverb? Catch Oakland-

Please recycle your Hatchet.

based Xiu Xiu Thursday, March 27
at the Black Cat, with Thao Nguyen
and The Get Down Stay Down, and
Chris Garneau.
See, baby? Good things are
coming our way this month. So,
what are you waiting for? Get out
on the town, start scoping those
pre-spring break tan lines – and
you know, thanks in advance for
that Shirley Temple. 
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Looking to defend title in N.J., GW heads to Charlotte
Game against 49ers a must-win for Colonials
by Dan Greene
Hatchet Staff Writer
The GW men’s basketball
team’s trip to Charlotte Thursday represents a pivotal point
in the Colonials’ quest to do
the seemingly commonplace:
have the opportunity to defend

last year’s conference championship. The Colonials (9-15,
5-9 Atlantic 10) currently find
themselves right inside the cut
for the upcoming A-10 tournament in Atlantic City, N.J., and
control their own destiny.
Yet to even have such an
opportunity took a moderately

surprising February resurgence.
After consecutive losses to start
last month, the Colonials found
themselves 1-7 in conference
play, tied for last among the
conference’s 14 teams. A blowout loss to La Salle at home in
the second of those two games
seemed to be the team bottoming out for good.
Instead of packing it in,
GW rallied for a thrilling, lastsecond upset of Dayton its next
time out, beginning a five-game
stretch in which the Colonials
went 4-1. Even Saturday’s
y loss
to then-No. 9/11 (AP, ESPN/
USA Today) Xavier was as impressive a defeat as a team
could have, taking the Musketeers down to the wire in their
own building before a late cold
streak did GW in.
While GW has won four of
its last six entering Thursday,
Charlotte has done the opposite,
going 2-4 over the same stretch.
The 49ers are 7-7 in conference
play and 16-12 overall, led by
senior Leemire Goldwire’s 18.4
points per game. He has averaged 15.5 points in four career
games against GW.
"We’ve
got
to
come
out,;we’ve got to play hard.
It’s going to be a tough game,"
coach Karl Hobbs said about
Thursday's game. "Obviously
it’s on the road going against
one of the upper teams in the
league. It’s going to take a great
effort on our part. We’ve got to
play with a little bit more discipline than we did in the Xavier
game."
This will be the first meet-

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

The men's basketball plays at Charlotte Thursday night. The Colonials need to beat the 49ers to
keep their hopes alive of qualifying for the Atlantic 10 tournament.
ing between the Colonials and
49ers this season, but they are
certainly no strangers to one another, having developed a bit of
a rivalry in recent seasons. Two
years ago at Smith Center, GW
won on a Carl Elliott tip-in as
the clock expired in overtime,
capping an undefeated run
through conference play. Last
year, the Colonials went into
Charlotte and won a nail-biter,
with Elliott hitting the gamewinner yet again.
Freshman Xavier Alexander,
though not yet at GW, was likely following those games closely: his older brother, De’Angelo,

was an all-conference wingman
at Charlotte at the time. Elliott
and the elder Alexander are now
pursuing professional careers
after graduating last spring, but
there is no love lost between the
two programs.
Because
Fordham
lost
Wednesday night, the Colonials
can quality for the tournament
by winning out, at Charlotte
and against Massachsetts. If
GW splits and Fordham loses
to St. Bonaventure Saturday, the
Colonials are in.
Hobbs said he has not been
paying attention to the league's
results, choosing to look only

at the Charlotte and UMass
games.
"I expect (GW) to do well,
and I expect us to win (against
Charlotte) and come back and
get ready for the last game of
the season," Hobbs said."
Thursday’s clash is sure to
be an intense one as Charlotte
fights for seeding and GW for
survival. Which Colonials will
show up in North Carolina: the
ones that have looked like a new
team in recent weeks, or the
ones that wilted away for the
first few months of the season?
A ticket to Atlantic City may depend on the answer. 

WINNER

BEST ANIMATED FEATURE
NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE
LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION

“LIKE NOTHING
YOU’VE EVER SEEN!”
-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

PERSEPOLIS
A FILM BY MARJANE SATRAPI AND VINCENT PARONNAUD
WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

LANDMARK’S E STREET CINEMA
E Street & 11 St. N.W.
(202) 452-7672

CONSOLIDATED MAJESTIC 20
900 Ellsworth Dr.
Silver Spring, MD (240) 393-4826

WWW.PERSEPOLISMOVIE.COM

The GW Hatchet, Thursday, March 6, 2008
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds

199 - GENERAL

CLASSIFIEDS
246 - RENT METRO

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?
Happy, loving couple wishing to adopt a
baby. 703-435-9129 or e-mail Hoping2bParents@hotmail.com. Our web site:
www.hoping2bparents.com. Maybe we
can help each other!

515 - GENERAL

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

665 - PART TIME

EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www.adcarclub.com

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to work with
Senior Vice President at Wachovia Securities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior VicePresident, 301-961-0131.

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

610 - CHILD CARE

X-CONFERENCE 2008 April 18-20, Hilton Gaithersburg. “Itís no longer about
lights in the sky. Itís about lies on the
ground.” 2-Hours with Coast-to-Coast
AMís George Noory, plus 20 speakers/
panelists, documentaries, cocktail party,
banquet. 1,2,3-Day Passes. 202-2158344,
PRG@paradigmresearchgroup.
org, Register: www.x-conference.com

PART TIME CHILD CARE NEEDED
McLean area. Energetic student needed
to help with two bright young children 2
or 3 afternoons per week. Familiarity with
age appropriate activities a plus. M, W, F
1-6 preferred but flexible. 703-748-0855

255 - SALE DC

Externship: Position available for student
seeking practical experience in a physicianís office. 32 hours for at least one
year. Clinical & clerical duties. Start date
end of April. Early May E-mail resume and
hours available to DeDoc100@aol.com

522 21st St. NW, Monroe House

615 - FULL TIME

245 - RENT DC
NW HOUSE FOR RENT LeDroit Park
U Street New Luxury Contemporary
Row House $2600.00/plus utilties 3
bedroom 2.5baths on 3 levels 1 block
to Metro House includes:Wood floors/
New kitchen applicances; walk-in
closets;washer&Dryer/gas fireplace/furinshed basement great spot for study
or extra bedroom/fenched in backyard
with slate patio/2 private parking spaces/
AC&Gas Heat/cable ready 202-271-4734

FAMOUS LUIGIÍS busy restaurant is
looking for PT/FT server, bartender and
busboy. Flexible Schedule. Apply in person at 1132 19th Street NW (on 19th between L & M).

460 - TRAVEL

TUTOR AT THE WRITING CENTER
The GW Writing Center is now hiring
undergraduate tutors. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis and are available in Rome 550 or at http://www.gwu.
edu/~gwriter.
Phone: 202-994-3765

665 - PART TIME
SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

BOOKKEEPER/ADMIN SUPPORT
Highly reputable optometry practice on
GW campus is seeking dependable college student for bookkeeping tasks and
occasional administrative support. Looking for summer and fall commitment. Exp
with QuickBooks helpful. $10/hr, 15-20
hrs/wk - flexible schedules. Call Joe @
202-659-6555 or email resume to info@
metropolitanoptical.com.

655 - ON CAMPUS

CONDO SALE $222,000
At edge of GW Campus Great Studio,
elevator bldg, full kitchen, hdwd fls, lots
of closet space. Teddy Norman,301 520
0066, Legum & Norman 703 600 6000,
www.2hdb.com/dc6641215

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

ARE YOU AMBITIOUS? Financial
Agents, Loan Officers, Realtors Wanted.
We are a progressive and rapidly growing
mortgage and financial company seeking highly motivated people. No experience required, we train 100%. Full-time
and Part-time available. College students
welcome. Send resume to info@loanoriginatorrecruiter.com or call 202-425-3935.
http://www.loanoriginatorrecruiter.com.

665 - PART TIME
SMITHSONIAN AIR AND SPACE Explainers Program now hiring outgoing
high school and college students for part
time summer and school year. Work with
visitors in hands-on gallery and perform
science demonstrations to the public.
Contact CouringtonK@si.edu or visit
www.nasm.si.edu/getinvolved/explainers
202-633-2557

Place ads
online at
www.gwhatchet.com/
classifieds

I Lost 40lbs in 2mths! FREE Sample
Package!! SlimWNY.com

COLLEGE STUDENTS: We pay up to
$75 per survey. www. GetPaidToThink.
com

Student Orgs
receive up to four free ads per semester.
Contact the Hatchet at
(202)-994-7079

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Locks horns
(with)
6 Not Rx
9 Phil who sang
“Draft Dodger
Rag”
13 *Party game
15 *1961 charttopper for Ray
Charles
17 Stems (from)
18 How trapeze
artists perform
19 *Vie for votes
21 Announcement
to passengers,
for short
22 Taint
23 Rand who asked
“Who is John
Galt?”
24 Dolly, for one
27 You, to you, or
me, to me
29 Baseball stat.
31 Where Wounded
Knee is: Abbr.

32 Mrs. Dick
Cheney
35 “Mother of all
rivers”
37 *Get off to a
quick start
40 Corrida chant
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Down
1 Gets all ditzy
2 Capt. Sparrow,
e.g.
3 Zooid
4 Laryngitis
symptom
5 Tick off
6 Algerian port in
“The Plague”
7 Morgue ID
8 Have as a
channel
9 California
hometown of the
Six Million Dollar
Man and the
Bionic Woman
10 Selected
11 Stomach acid, to
a chemist
12 What’s up?
14 Largest of a
septet
16 Naturalist
Fossey
20 10 Benjamin
Franklins
25 Designer Vera
26 Ticker tape
letters?
28 *React to
gunfire, maybe
30 Chapter’s
partner
31 *Fail
33 Actor Brynner

27

41 Hair net
42 Hockey great
Jaromir
43 Swell place?
44 Exclusive
48 Star Wars,
briefly
49 Fictional C.I.A.
unit on “Alias”
51 Calif. setting
54 Escape ___
55 *Get it exactly
59 Vein locale
61 Classic
Studebaker
whose name
means “forward”
in Italian
62 *Shoot perfectly
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63 Words missing
from the
answers to the
eight starred
clues
64 The usual amts.
65 Served, as time
66 Gym bag items
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50

56

51

52
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62
64

44

63
65

36 Musician Brian
37 Pleased
38 ___ Jeeves of P.
G. Wodehouse
stories
39 Inappropriate
40 A.M. drinks

43 Mrs. Woody
Allen
45 Entertaining
46 Abominate
47 Swirls
49 Targets
50 Carried on, as a
trade
52 Bygone
potentate

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles

Advertise
Here!

66

Puzzle by Matt Ginsberg
G

34 Johannesburgto-Nairobi dir.
35 Telephone triad

Put down
those pencils!

53 Walter who
wrote “The
Hustler” and
“The Color of
Money”
56 Shakespeare
title starter
57 Straits
58 Doth own
59 “The Dukes of
Hazzard”
network
60 Unsafe?

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Get great,
affordable
exposure by
sponsoring
the bi-weekly
Sudoku
puzzle.
(202) 994-7682
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For Colonials, time is now
After 3 years without an A-10 title, the seniors have one last shot
by Alex Byers
Contributing Editor
Over the last four seasons, this current
senior class of the GW women’s basketball
team has garnered more than a handful of
awards and titles. But when it has come to

those pesky three games in early March, the
Colonials have faltered.
No. 13/12 (AP, ESPN/USA Today) GW
has gone 0-for-3 in the Atlantic 10 Championship in the last three seasons, making the
conference tournament the last great frontier
yet to be claimed by the Colonials’ talented
senior class. Kim Beck and company will
have one last chance to cut down the nets
this weekend when the Colonials travel to
Philadelphia for the tournament, hosted by
Saint Joseph’s.
In the last three seasons, the Colonials
have twice been toppled in the championship game and once upset in the A-10 semifinals. With the title having eluded the team
for all three years of the seniors’ tenure, the
task of finally winning the championship
could seem all the more daunting. If the Colonials want to be successful, though, head
coach Joe McKeown said they’ve got to leave
those losses in the rearview mirror.
“In basketball, you have to have amnesia,” McKeown said. “You can’t go into a
tournament worrying about what happened
last year or the year before. Especially when
you’re a senior, you want to play with a
sense of urgency.”
The question that remains is if GW (24-5,
12-2 A-10) will have the mental control to
heed McKeown’s call and look forward instead of dwelling on the past. McKeown
said he thinks they will.
“I think they’re excited. Basketball is
such a game of momentum, and we’re coming off a great season,” he said.
Unfortunately for GW, that might not
Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Whitney Allen is one of four seniors with
one more chance at an Atlanic 10 title.

be enough. Last year the Colonials went undefeated in the A-10 regular-season, but ran
into Saint Joseph’s in the tournament semifinals.
After leading through most of the game,
GW squandered a 13-point deficit in the final minutes and finally surrendered to the
Hawks, 57-55. For McKeown, that loss illustrates the nature of postseason basketball.
“Last year we were playing really well.
We were rolling, and we just had a four-minute breakdown. There was nothing about
what was going on that would say to me that
was going to happen,” he said. “That was
very frustrating for me and our players.”
This season, the Colonials face a bracket
that requires them to get through a number
of squads that have given them trouble. Presumably, GW will have to topple top-seeded
Temple (who beat GW this year), and perennial contender Xavier, or the ever-sneaky
Saint Joe’s.
But before the Colonials even get that
far, they will possibly have a crack at the
team that might have caused them the most
distress this season – St. Bonaventure.
GW fell to the Bonnies 63-60 on Feb. 16,
in a game where the nationally ranked Colonials came out flat in the first half and dug a
hole they could not climb out of. If the Bonnies beat Rhode Island to advance on March
7, it would be GW’s chance for revenge. That
game would be the Colonials’ first of the
tournament, March 8 at 4 p.m.
While McKeown understands that revenge could be on some of his players’
minds, he cautioned against it being too
much of a factor.
“There’s probably some of that in them,”
he said. "But I think you can’t get too caught
up in that either.” 

2008 Atlantic 10 women's basketball bracket

Beck named A-10 player of the year

1 Temple
8 Richmond

March 8

March 7

9 Duquesne
March 9

5 Dayton
March 7

12
Massachusetts

March 8

4 Charlotte
March 10

2 GW
7 Bonaventure

Champion

March 8

March 7

10
Rhode Island
6 St. Joseph's
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Junior Jessica Adair was named to the A-10 all-conference first-team
Wednesday. She currently averages 15.6 points per game.

Senior Kim Beck was named the Atlantic 10 player of the year in a poll conducted
by the conference’s coaches, the conference
announced Wednesday. Beck is the first GW
player in four years to earn the accolade.
Averaging 13.6 points per game and
ranking third nationally in assist-to-turnover ratio (2.60), Beck was also named firstteam all-conference for the third straight
year. Only two other Colonials have ever
been named to the conference’s top list three
times.
“It’s always good to get recognition,”
the always–humble Beck said. “Our team
has gotten a lot of recognition this year.”
Junior Jessica Adair was also named to
the first team while senior Sarah-Jo Lawrence earned third-team honors. Senior
Whitney Allen and Beck were named to the
all-conference defensive team.
--Alex Byers
2008 ATLANTIC 10
CONFERENCE WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL HONOREES

March 9

March 7

11
Saint Louis

First-team
Junior Jessica Adair, forward
Senior Kimberly Beck, point guard

March 8

Third-team
Senior Sarah-Jo Lawrence, guard

3 Xavier

Defensive team
Senior Whitney Allen, forward
Senior Kim Beck, point guard

Murphy leaves GW, off women's basketball team
Sophomore forward Robin Murphy
transferred out of GW and is no longer a
member of the women’s basketball team,
head coach Joe McKeown said Wednesday.
Murphy had missed the first part of the
season due to a torn ACL.
The Conyers, Ga., native is cur-

rently attending Southern Mississippi
University, per a mutual decision between
Murphy and the team, McKeown said.
Murphy appeared in 22 contests for
the Colonials during her freshman season,
averaging just over a point per game.
–Alex Byers

Academic team
Senior Sarah-Jo Lawrence
Player of the year: Beck
Student-athlete of the year: Lawrence
Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Kim Beck is the first A-10 player of the
year from GW since 2004.

With four graduating, GW addresses next season
W. basketball brings
in six recruits
by Joanna Shapes
Sports Editor
The accomplishments of the GW
women’s basketball team’s four seniors
are well documented. More than 3,400
points, 1,500 rebounds, 1,100 assists and
700 steals. A variety of award nominations, such as academic All-America and
the Nancy Lieberman Award, given to the
country’s top point guard. Three (likely
soon to be four) straight NCAA tournaments, including a Sweet 16 appearance.
But the one down side to having such
storied seniors is the thought of losing
them in May.
“These are four really talented players,” coach Joe McKeown said. “Filling
their shoes is a really tough task.”
The Colonials will be adding six
freshmen to the roster next year, led
by shooting guard Tiana Myers. A
native of Ft. Washington, Md., and a
student at nearby Bishop McNamara
High School, Myers was named one of
two Most Valuable Players in the D.C.
City Title Game Tuesday evening at
Verizon Center. She scored 14 points,
had five assists and four blocks in a

losing effort.
Myers looked like she is in the
mold of GW senior Sarah-Jo Lawrence
as a shooting guard who can also drive
and hit layups. At 5-foot-8, she is three
inches shorter than Lawrence and also
much thinner, but Myers’ coach, Robert
Surratt, said he believes Myers will fit
right in with Colonials basketball.
“She only has room left to grow,”
Surratt said after the Championship
game. “She’ll get to the weight room and
then get a lot stronger. There aren’t any
setbacks.”
McKeown said Myers verbally committed to GW as a junior. She had Foggy
Bottom in her mind for years and knew
she wanted to join McKeown’s program
right after her recruiting trip early last
semester.
“The way they welcomed me, it was
like a giant family,” Myers said. “They
can take my game to the next level. If I
work hard, I think I can earn a starting
spot. But I need to be competitive in
practice.”
Myers is one of three guards joining
the program next year, along with Kayla
Miller, a point guard from Wimington,
Del., and Kiara Allums, a Hugo, Minn.,
native. Also headed to Foggy Bottom are
Sara Mostafa, a forward from Galloway,
N.J., and her teammate Tara Booker, a
guard/forward combo. Rounding out the
group is another local, forward Brooke
Wilson, who plays at Eleanor Roosevelt

High School in Greenbelt, Md.
The Colonials are losing three key
players in guards Lawrence and Kim
Beck, who runs the point, and forward
Whitney Allen. Lora Mitchell, the fourth
senior, does not see much playing time
but is an important part of the team’s
cohesiveness off the court. Because the
squad will be down players at every spot,
it was important the program replenish
from every direction. McKeown said his
recruits are a good combination of size
and positions.
For the third consecutive year,
McKeown brought in a point guard, this
time in Miller. Two years ago, Stefani
Munro joined the program and last year
Erica Rivera was the only recruit. Beck’s
replacement is still to be decided, but
Rivera has seen increased playing time
over the past few months and looks more
comfortable in the role with each passing
contest.
What makes this year’s recruiting
class unique, other than its size, is from
where the players are coming.
“The one thing I really like about this
group is that they all come from highquality programs,” McKeown said.
Miller’s school, Ursuline Academy, is
No. 24 in USA Today’s national rankings
,while Wilson’s team is one of the four
top seeds in Maryland’s state championship. Though McKeown added that
it is hard to say just how well the girls
will fit in with his team until they arrive
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Tiana Myers is one of six recruits joining the women's basketball team next
year. Myers is a shooting guard at local high school Bishop McNamara.
for practice, he added that it is uplifting
to know that each girl comes from a
school known for its girls' basketball.
Where each recruit currently plays
becomes mostly irrelevant come August,
when they arrive at Smith Center to

learn a new system with a new set of
teammates. What each brings individually has yet to be seen, but McKeown is
optimistic.
He said, “I think we really addressed
our needs.” 

