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Amanpour refl ects on a career of risks abroad

Former White House deputy 
chief of staff Karl Rove will return 
to GW for a Young America’s 
Foundation lecture at the end of 
the month. 

The Republican strategist 
who helped mastermind the elec-
tion and re-election of President 
George W. Bush will address 
members of YAF, a campus conser-
vative group,  at 7 p.m. on March 
28. He last visited GW in 2006 
when he addressed graduates at 
the Graduate School of Political 
Management’s Commencement 
ceremony. 

“We wanted to bring in some-
one big,” President of YAF Sergio 
Gor said. “We figured he would 
be a great match for us.”

Gor, a senior who works in 

the White House, said he had 
been working to bring Rove to 
GW for about a month.

“He is booked at commence-
ments for several schools,” he 
said. “So it is something big for 
us.”

Rove is excited to be coming 
to GW, Gor said.

“He was very politically 
involved in college,” Gor said. 
“He loves being engaged with 
college students.”  

The YAF president said his 
organization tries to bring at least 
one prominent speaker to GW 
each semester.

The event will be free for GW 
students. The location of the event 
is unknown.

–Andrew Ramonas

by Nick Marell
          Hatchet Staff Writer 

Thefts from cars have in-
creased in Foggy Bottom, and 
police tackling the crime trend 
said local residents are not care-
ful enough with their property. 
The solution? Hide the iPod.

Stolen property from automo-
biles is one of the most common 
crimes in the Metropolitan Police 
Department’s Second District, 
which includes the northwest 
portion of the city. There have 

been almost 300 incidents in the 
past year, and law enforcement 
offi cials cite a growing problem 
across the city. The primary cause 
of the problem, they said, is more 
people leaving valuables and 
electronics in plain sight. 

The District has one of the 
highest theft-from-vehicle rates 
per capita in the nation, accord-
ing to the Maryland Vehicle 
Theft Prevention Council.

Perpetrators are targeting 
cars where objects such as com-
puters, iPods and GPS systems 
are left visible by owners.

“You are dangling a carrot 
in front of them when you could 
just put it in the trunk or out of 
view,” said Phillip Lanciano, an 
MPD lieutenant who oversees 
Foggy Bottom. “Chances are a 

person marks a car by what they 
see when passing by.”

The cars getting robbed are 
usually not registered in the Dis-
trict, he added.

“We look at the tags of the ve-
hicles that are robbed and most 
are registered from out of town,” 
Lanciano said. “It is very infre-
quent that we get a car registered 
in D.C. that is broken into.”

Allison Shields, a 29 year-old 
graduate student at Catholic, 
had a laptop, iPod and several 
credit cards stolen when her car 
was broken into last week at 24th 
and M streets. 

“It was still light outside, my 
husband and I went in for about 
an hour,” she said. “He isn’t 
used to driving a car that doesn’t 
have a trunk, so he left his laptop 

bag right there on the seat. They 
broke into my car and took the 
laptop.”

MPD is taking several mea-
sures to prevent these robberies, 
said Traci Hughes, a spokesperson 
for the agency. They put educa-
tional fl yers on cars, gas stations 
and convenience stores to remind 
drivers of the dangers of auto theft. 
Because of a heavy tourist popula-
tion, police are especially active in 
patrolling and distributing litera-
ture during big events such as the 
Cherry Blossom Festival and Me-
morial Day.

“It’s obviously become a 
big enough problem that this is 
the fi rst time I have seen fl yers 
on cars, and I’ve lived in Foggy 

by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Journalist Marvin Kalb pressed 
Christiane Amanpour, CNN’s leg-
endary foreign correspondent, 
about her experiences covering 
dangerous confl icts and questioned 
her decision to risk her life for her 
career at the National Press Club.

Amanpour, an award-winning 
journalist, spoke about the perils of 
reporting abroad, but stressed the 
importance and necessity of jour-
nalism in a democratic society. 

“We (as journalists) make a 
choice,” Amanpour said during the 
Kalb Report at the National Press 
Club. “I chose not to be comfort-
able. I chose to accept that risk. I 
chose a physical and psychological 
job. And, I think all of us who do 
this know what it means.”

Amanpour’s 25-year career has 
taken her all over the globe. She has 
traveled many times to the Middle 
East and other war-torn regions of 
the world, trips that have exposed 
her to gunfi re and bombing, Aman-
pour said.

When Kalb, the moderator of 
the event, asked Amanpour why 
she decided to become a journal-
ist, Amanpour said her experience 

growing up in Iran and her view on 
the injustices that permeated her 
culture helped shape her desire to 
become a reporter.

“I wanted to be an observer 
and a player, but not a victim,” 
Amanpour said. “I watched what 
was happening in my homeland, 
and I read about it in the newspa-

pers and that shaped me as well … 
I thought (being a journalist) was 
a great profession and was a great 
way to spend my life.”

When Amanpour reported on 
the war in Bosnia during the 1990s, 
she said she “found her voice” as a 
journalist.

“We were civilians watch-

ing and observing civilians being 
slaughtered…for who they were,” 
Amanpour said. “This is what 
made me realize that we have a 
duty to tell the truth.”

She said she is not afraid of 
going into tough situations and 
wants to use what she has learned 
as a professional to convince young 
people to become journalists.

“I am going to use (my experi-
ence) to do what I think is the right 
thing,” Amanpour said. “And, I 
am hopefully going to sit here and 
convince all of these young people 
(in the audience) that this is a great 
profession. That they shouldn’t be 
scared, disappointed, worried … If 
they want to (be a journalist), they 
can do it, and do it right.”

One audience member asked 
Amanpour if all of her experiences 
have led her to become “discour-
aged with humanity.”

“Obviously it’s hard to absorb 
the kind of horrors I’ve seen on a 
daily basis over the past 18 years 
in the fi eld, but I am an optimistic 
person and I do believe that I’ve 
seen enough evidence of people be-
ing able to, when given the chance, 
triumph,” she said.

by Madeleine Morgenstern
Hatchet Reporter

As the value of the U.S. dollar 
continues to plunge compared to 
the euro and the British pound, GW 
students abroad are beginning to 
feel the pinch.

Ryan Fox is a junior studying 
abroad in London, where the British 
pound is approximately double the 
value of the U.S. dollar. He worked 

throughout the summer and during 
fall semester to save money for his 
trip, only to go through all of it in a 
month and a half.

“It was pretty demoralizing 
when I found out that all my hard 
work had granted me a month and 
a half of fi nancial support abroad,” 
Fox said. 

Fox has found ways to save 
money in a notoriously expensive 
country. He cooks for himself and 

stays away from eating at high-end 
restaraunts. Even Starbucks can cost 
eight American dollars.

But Fox said the thrills of study-
ing abroad outweigh the fi nancial 
burdens. 

“It’s tough being in a place 
where your home currency isn't as 
valuable as you’re used to, and ob-
viously I’d prefer to be on the other 

Weak dollar limits students studying overseas

by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer

Voter turnout for this year’s 
Student Association general elec-
tion hit record highs, according 
to election results released by the 
Joint Elections Committee. But 
according to asurvey conducted 
by The Hatchet, GW students on 
average were apathetic about the 
SA.

About 64 percent of the 527 
students surveyed said they did 
not care about the work of the SA.  
The survey also indicated that the 
increased voter turnout may have 
been attributed to the voting pro-
cess’ shift online.

Of the students surveyed who 

said they voted in the elections, 65 
percent said online voting made a 
major impact on their decision to 
vote. 

Junior Dave Schatz said the 
switch to online voting made it eas-
ier for students to cast their ballot.

“I was more inclined to vote be-
cause I didn’t have to go out of my 
way and I was able to access it at 
night,” Schatz said. “Usually peo-
ple aren’t inclined to go out at nine 
o’clock to go vote.”

Sophomore Nicky Sampogna, a 
fraternity brother of EVP-elect Kyle 
Boyer, said the switch to online vot-
ing made it easier to convince oth-
ers to go out and vote.

Th eft  from area cars on the rise

Nick Gingold/photo editor

CNN Senior International Correspondent Christiane Amanpour responds to journalist Mar-
vin Kalb on the "Kalb Report" Monday night at the National Press Club.

“I wanted to be an observer 

and a player, but not a 

victim.”

CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR
CNN FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

See POLL, p. 6

See AMANPOUR p. 5

Singer-songwriter Josh 
Ritter will headline this year’s 
annual Fountain Day concert 
and festival, scheduled for 
April 26 on the Mount Vernon 
Campus. 

Darius Zelkha, Ritter’s 
manager, confi rmed in an e-
mail that Ritter and his band 
will perform at the event.

Swetha Ramaswam, a 
member of the Mount Vernon 
Programming Council, the or-
ganization responsible for the 
event, said she could neither 
confi rm nor deny Ritter’s per-
formance.

In addition to the con-
cert, Fountain Day tradition-
ally features a host of student 
groups advocating different 
causes as well as activities 
like tie-dye and henna. Ra-

maswamy said that many or-
ganizations including Green 
GW, FMLA, GW STAND and 
NAACP have already con-
fi rmed participation and more 
are expected.

“…We’re working to-
wards getting a lot of student 
organizations to pool together 
because this year our theme 
is ‘Awareness’,” Ramaswamy 
said. 

Ritter’s latest album, “The 
Historical Conquests of Josh 
Ritter,” was released in 2007. 
He is currently touring with 
Ingrid Michaelson and Lang-
horne Slim.

Last year’s Fountain Day 
performer was Ben Kweller and 
the year before the event fea-
tured Ben Lee and Aqualung. 

– Caroline Coppel
See THEFT, p. 5

Last year there 
were almost 300 
car theft s

Josh Ritter to headline Fountain Day

See ABROAD, p. 5

A pricey semester

Survey: Student 
interest in SA low

Conservative group to bring Rove to GWNick Gingold/

photo editor

PROF. RESIGNS ABRUPTLY PAGE 3
Students, e-mail indicate discrimination involved

 BASKETBALL READY FOR NCAA PAGE 10
Women prepare for tournament opponents, seed



CRIMELOG

Assault on a Public 
Offi cial

3/7/08 - Public Property on 
Campus - 11:11 p.m. - case 
closed
A 4-RIDE driver contacted the 
University Police Department 
because he observed a wom-
an having trouble walking. 
Offi cers made contact with 
the individual, who was unaf-
fi liated with the University, and
called an ambulance to take
her to the hospital. After they 
placed her in the ambulance,
a female paramedic reported 
that the suspect punched her
in the chest and face, and 
then spit on her. The subject 
was taken to GW Hospital for 

treatment and then arrested 
by the Metropolitan Police
Department for assault.
Subject arrested

Disorderly Conduct

3/9/08 - Square 80 construction 
site - 4:30 a.m. - case closed
A UPD offi cer on patrol heard 
loud yelling and glass breaking 
at the construction site for the 
new F Street residence hall. The 
offi cer observed three individu-
als racing each other down the 
street, and two other individuals 
watching the race. The offi cer 
told the spectators to stop 
yelling and then approached 
two of the individuals who had 
been running. They claimed that 
they were not GW students and 
became argumentative. Soon 

after, they admitted they were 
students and became apolo-
getic about the situation.
Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

Theft II

3/8/08 - Quigley’s Building - 1:30 
a.m. - case closed
A UPD offi cer was on street 
patrol when a complainant ap-
proached him. The complainant, 
who works at Tonic, identifi ed 
two male individuals he said 
stole two bottles of champagne 
from the restaurant. The offi cer 
approached them. The two sub-
jects, who were unaffi liated with 
the University, admitted they 
took the bottles and said it was 
inappropriate. The complainant 
did not press charges, but told 

the individuals to pay for the
champagne, which cost $30 a 
bottle. They paid for the alcohol 
and were barred from campus. 
Subjects barred from campus

Unlawful Entry

3/8/08 - Mitchell Hall 7-Eleven - 
10:20 p.m. - case closed
UPD responded to a call 
from the management of the 
7-Eleven at Mitchell Hall about a 
homeless man was eating out of 
a store trashcan. When offi cers 
arrived, the subject had left the 
scene. They later found the indi-
vidual outside of 1959 E Street
and barred him from campus 
with the assistance of MPD.
Subject barred from campus

–compiled by Amy D’Onofrio
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Student Association offi-
cials are lobbying administrators 
and Sodexho to allow rollover 
of unused J Street dining money, 
SA President Nicole Capp said at 
Tuesday night’s senate meeting at 
Marvin Center.

Capp, Executive Vice
President Brand Kroeger and the 
dining services commission met 
several times over the past four 
months and decided to active-
ly advocate for a rollover policy 
that would ensure students do 
not lose money allocated for their 
mandatory J Street dining plans 
when this academic year ends. 
Freshmen and sophomores must 
spend $1,400 and $500 at J Street 
each year, respectively.

“Rollover is a top priority for 
students,” said Kroeger, a junior. 
“If leaders continue to advocate, 
we can be successful. We came in 
thinking that nothing is impossible 
and we have kept that mind set 
throughout the year.”

Capp, a junior, said the admin-
istration is willing to work with 
Sodexho and the SA in order to 
change the much-maligned policy. 

“We have talked to the man at 

the corporate level of Sodexho to 
formalize a request for rollover,” 
Capp said. “We want to make sure 
everyone’s No. 1 priority is roll-
over.”

Francis Murray, SA director of 
dining and retail services, said the 
rollover is the commission’s most 
important issue.

“We obviously knew this was 
an issue since the beginning of 
school,” said Murray, a sophomore. 
“We’ve been discussing the issue 
with Sodexho and lobbying as hard 
as we can for students to get the 
rollover, because I think it's really 
the largest issue that students are 
worried about, losing their money 
at the end of the year.”

Writing letters, attending meet-
ings and voicing opinions is what 
Murray said students can do in 
order to help advocate that this 
change be made.

“I have been writing letters; 
we have been trying to get all 
of the senators to write letters of 
support as well,” Murray said. 
“The most important thing stu-
dents can do is start sending me 
letters. The more letters I have 
in my hand, the more powerful 
we are.”

The dining services commit-
tee will meet again after spring 
break to discuss rollover spend-
ing and other dining concerns.

–Emily Cahn

SANOTE
SA pushing to allow rollover 

of J Street money 

Thursday

St. Patrick’s Day in the 
Hippodrome
Come enjoy free live 
traditional Irish music and 
food while bowling or 
playing billiards in cel-
ebration of St. Patrick’s 
Day. Regular costs of 
bowling and billiards ap-
ply but food is free. 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Hippodrome, Marvin 
Center fifth floor
Sponsored by Multicul-
tural the Hippodrome

Spring Film Series: 
I am Legend
Will Smith stars in this 
film about a man who is 
searching for a cure for 
a plague that wipes out 
humanity.
Two screenings at 7 p.m. 
and 10 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand Ball-
room
Sponsored by Program 
Board

MVPC Murder Mystery
Join the Mount Vernon 
Programming Council for 
a 1920s throwback party 
and solve the evening’s 
murder mystery.
8:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Mount Vernon Pub
Sponsored by Mount Ver-
non Programming Council

Friday

Luther W. Brady Art Gal-
lery’s Out of the Chateau: 
Works for the Demuth 
Museum
Come view this collection 
on its last day on cam-
pus. 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
School of Media and 
Public Affairs
Sponsored by the Luther 
W. Brady Art Gallery and 
the Demuth Museum

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

Nick Gingold/photo editor

Rebecca Fox, a professor of human sexuality, explains a dental dam while answering anon-
yymous questions from students during a Voices for Choices event titled "Safe Sex on the 
Beach" held Tuesday night in the Ivory Tower's common room.

SNAPSHOT Spring Love

Corrections

In "News and notes" (March 
10, p. B1), The Hatchet erro-
neously reported that Pops 
Mensah-Bonsu was drafted in 
2006 by the Dallas Mavericks. 
He went undrafted and was 
picked up by the Mavericks 
as a free agent.

In “Records closed” (March 
10, B3), The Hatchet errone-
ously  quoted University 
Police Department chief Do-
lores Stafford as saying that 
UPD records will show up 
in criminal record searches. 
They will not. 
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Prof. resigns 
without notice

g

by Nicole Gulotta 
and Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Staff Writers

Although GW’s Foggy Bottom 
campus can seem like a protective 
bubble, the University is located 
in a city with some of the nation’s 
highest crime rates.

Last year the District experi-
enced a 7 percent increase in ho-
micide rates as well as increased 
rates of non-fatal shooting and 
gun related violence, according to 
Metropolitan Police Department 
statistics. The murder increase 
comes on the heels of a declining 
trend of murder rates which be-
gan in 2002 and reached a 21-year 
low in 2006 with 169 killings. In 
comparison, the total number of 
homicides in 2007 was 181.  

City officials attribute this in-
crease in homicides to an increase 
in street violence.

“(In the community) we have 
a number of people trying to re-
solve disputes with handguns, 
and there is very little MPD can 
do about that,” said Traci Hughes, 
an MPD spokesperson.

None of these killings oc-
curred in the city’s Second District 
– an area of the city which encom-
passes Foggy Bottom – though the 
number of assaults with a deadly 
weapon has increased in the area, 
peaking in September with a high 
of 16, according to MPD data. 

“The Second District has con-
tinued to have a very low rate of 
homicides. The prevalent crime 
problem in the Second District has 
continued to be property crime, 
burglaries and thefts,” said Dolo-
res Stafford, chief of the University 
Police Department, in an e-mail. 

George Rengert, a criminolo-
gist specializing in crime geogra-
phy at Temple University, said de-
spite being located in high-crime 
cities, urban campuses tend to be 
very safe. He cited studies done at 
Northeastern University in Bos-
ton that found little correlation 
between where a school is located 
and the rate of student victimiza-
tion. 

“People don’t understand that 

college campuses are relatively 
safe because they’ve attracted the 
most criminogenic age group, 18 
to 24, but it’s not a cross-section 
of that age group, it’s the highest 
achieving ones (that are on cam-
puses),” Rengert said. 

He cited “campus pride” as 
another reason for low student 
victimization rates on college 
campuses, creating a propensity 
to help one another. 

“Students don’t like seeing 
crime occurring in their neighbor-
hoods,” Rengert said. 

Rengert said campus police 
forces contribute to the relative 
campus safety compared to the 
surrounding city.

“Campus police departments 
are often better trained than urban 
police departments. Urban police 
departments are trained to solve 
crime and catch criminals while 
university police are trained to 
stop crime before it occurs,” he 
said.

Philadelphia is another U.S. 
city with crime problems like 
those that plague D.C. – it also 
has several universities located in 
urban area. With numbers slightly 
higher than the District, Phila-
delphia has seen an 11 percent 

increase in the 2007 murder rate, 
according to Philadelphia Police 
Department data. 

Lieutenant Frank Vanore of 
the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment said nine of the city’s 23 dis-
tricts are responsible for 65 percent 
of the city’s crime. The University 
of Pennsylvania is located in West 
Philadelphia – one of the city’s 
high-crime areas.

Penn's biggest on – campus 
crime issue is theft – similar to 
GW.  In 2006, Penn had about 43 
cases of combined theft while GW 
saw about 55, according to police 
data from Washington and Phila-
delphia. Auto theft – both theft 
from autos and theft of autos – 
accounted for about 14 of GW’s 
cases. 

Violent crimes on Penn’s cam-
puses are relatively low compared 
to other parts of the city, but stu-
dents who venture off-campus to 
nearby crime-ridden areas of Phil-
adelphia become a safety concern 
for Penn and city officials.

Vanore said that the city po-
lice department works closely 
with Public Safety, Penn’s campus 
police department, to educate stu-
dents on the safest routes to take 
around the city. n

D.C. violent crime up, GW still safe
Urban schools 
respond to city 
crime diff erently

The Sigma Kappa sorority 
and the Kappa Sigma fraternity 
hosted their annual senior citi-
zen “prom” for the residents of 
St. Mary’s Court, a Foggy Bot-
tom building for senior citizens 
last Friday. This year’s “Night 
to Remember” theme marked 
the ninth prom the sorority and 
fraternity have hosted.

In traditional prom fashion, 
the partygoers crowned a prom 
king and queen. Other features 
of the event included a perfor-
mance by the GW Vibes a cap-
pella group, and a raffle and a 
poker table for those who were 
not interested in dancing.  

Carol Ann Moccio, Sigma 
Kappa’s philanthropy chair, 
said the senior citizens antici-
pate their prom night every 
year, as do the sorority’s sis-
ters.

“I know I speak on behalf 
of the sisters in saying that this 
has been one of the most re-
warding and truly fun events 
of the year,” Moccio said. “Per-
sonally, I spoke with some pret-
ty amazing residents – many 
spoke multiple languages and 
had doctorate degrees – but all 
of them had really wonderful 
stories and advice to share.” 

One of the national phi-
lanthropy projects the sorority 
works on is gerontology, con-
centrating much of their efforts 
toward Alzheimer’s research. 
The sorority funds the event 
with money from its budget 
and with help from Kappa 
Sigma. 

 Kappa Sigma President 
Andrew Hunter said the 
amount of money spent on this 
event is less important than the 
goals the participants achieve.

“We are making such a 
positive influence in the com-
munity that it doesn’t matter 
the price,” Hunter said. “We do 
it until the job feels right.”

Hunter said he received 
many compliments from the 
senior residents that attended 
the prom, who noted that this 
was the first time they had seen 
young people doing something 
“good” together. 

Hunter said he believes it 
is especially important to work 
with this group to prove that 
college students “aren’t just 
wild and crazy” and that the 
“strange relationship between 
GW and Foggy Bottom” can be 
overcome.  

–Simone Perez

Greeks waltz with local elders

by Elise Kigner
Campus News Editor

A popular speech and hear-
ing science professor resigned 
abruptly last week and later 
sent an e-mail to a student in-
dicating discrimination influ-
enced her decision.  

Linda Bland Stewart, known 
to her students as “Dr. LBS,” in-
dicated she could not divulge 
specifics about her departure 
but that she “can no longer tol-
erate discrimination.”

“I regret that there are cir-
cumstances that have caused 
me to resign immediately from 
the university,” Bland Stewart 
wrote in an e-mail to a student 
in her speech and hearing 72 
course last Friday. “I will not 
finish the term but the depart-
ment will make sure that you 
are provided with a suitable 
substitute so that you may fin-
ish the semester.”

Stewart sent the e-mail to a 
student, who was granted ano-
nymity for fear of retribution, 
as a response to a question the 
student had about a take-home 
midterm that was due Wednes-
day. The student said she made 
phone calls to the department 
last Friday, and administrators 
failed to tell her if her professor 
had resigned.

Andrea Cossetini, a speech 
and hearing professor, substi-
tuted for Stewart’s speech and 
hearing 72 course Monday. 
Tuesday night, Diane Brewer, 
interim chair of the speech and 
hearing department, sent an 
e-mail to students in this class 
and informed them that that 
Cossetini would teach the class 
for the remainder of the semes-
ter.

“I have been informed of 
Dr. Bland-Stewart’s intention to 
resign … We will work to make 
this a smooth transition and 
provide you the best semester 

possible,” she wrote.
Students in Bland-Stewart’s 

classes said they feel like ad-
ministrators are withholding 
information from them about 
the resignation and that admin-
istrators should be more open 
about why Bland-Stewart re-
signed and how GW will grade 
the students on their midterms 
and the course.

“I think how the admin-
istration handled it is frankly 
pretty disturbing,” sophomore 
Ethan Alder said.

Brewer would not comment 
to The Hatchet on the resigna-
tion, calling it a “confidential 
personnel matter.” Bland-
Stewart has also not responded 
to e-mails from The Hatchet. 
Brewer told students in Bland-
Stewart’s class to direct their 
questions about their midterm 
to Cossetini.

“I think it sucks because she 
is a great teacher and it hurts to 
see her leave,” said Eric Lebow-
itz, a sophomore who took two 
classes with Bland-Stewart.

Bland-Stewart taught two 
undergraduate courses in the 
speech and hearing depart-
ment, multicultural issues in 
human communication and lan-
guage acquisition and develop-
ment. She also taught graduate 
courses.

Students said they were 
excelling in Bland-Stewart’s 
courses and that they liked her 
teaching style. Some said they 
took the class just because she 
was teaching it.

“I’m just concerned be-
cause I’m used to how Dr. LBS 
grades,” freshman Tiffany Lim 
said. “It’s like starting a new 
class in the middle of the se-
mester.”

“I’m a little annoyed that 
she didn’t tell us,” freshman 
Chad Latawiec said. “I’m wor-
ried because I was doing really 
well … I don’t know how the 
transfer is going to work.” n

www.gwhatchet.com 



Oh, Eliot Spitzer – tisk tisk. 
You naughty boy. Haven’t you learned any-

thing about sex and politics? In case you haven’t 
noticed over the past several years, they don’t 
tend to mix very well.

Following a string of Republican sex scan-
dals over the last year and a half – includ-
ing Louisiana Sen. David Vitter and his New 
Orleans prostitute, Idaho Sen. Larry Craig and 
his Minneapolis airport bathroom incident, and 
Florida Rep. Mark Foley and his predatory chats 
with underage pages on Capitol Hill – I almost 
forgot that Democratic 
politicians are also capa-
ble of thinking with the 
wrong head, so to speak. 
After all, who could for-
get President Bill Clinton 
and the Monica Lewinsky 
affair? 

But let’s talk about these prostitutes for a sec-
ond. These were some high-class gals, to say the 
least. According to the New York Times –  who 
initially broke the story –  the prostitution ring 
that the New York governor was involved with, 
the Emperor Club, provided women to interna-
tional clients in London, Paris, Miami and other 
cities, often charging anywhere between $1,000 
and $5,500 an hour!

What’s more, The Times reports that the 
governor was doing the nasty with the alleged 
prostitute right here in D.C., not too far away 

from GW, in the neighboring Dupont neighbor-
hood at the Mayflower Hotel on Connecticut 
Avenue in the Dupont neighborhood.

The report goes on to say that in a wiretapped 
phone conversation between the Emperor Club’s 
booker and the prostitute that serviced Spitzer, 
the booker states that Spitzer had a history of 
asking the women “to do things that, like, you 
might not think were safe.”  Eeewwwww. I 
don’t know about you, but that certainly puts a 
few unsettling images in my head.

During his public statement, which lasted 
about one minute long, the governor said, 
“Today, I want to briefly address a private 
matter. I have acted in a way that violates my 
obligations to my family, that violates my – or 
any – sense of right and wrong. I apologize 
first, and most importantly, to my family. I 
apologize to the public, whom I promised 
better.”

Apologies aside, perhaps somebody should 
inform the governor that, as a public official, 
such private matters don’t exist when it comes 
to the whereabouts and actions of your scan-
dalous escapades. Soon enough, the world will 
know way too much information about Gov. 
Spitzer’s misguided genitals – just as we all 
know about Bill Clinton and that disgusting 
blue dress, Mark Foley and his masturbation 
habits, David Vitter and his diaper fetish, and 
Larry Craig’s wide stance. Gross.

Did Spitzer really think that he wouldn’t 

get caught? Everyone gets caught. It’s just what 
happens, no matter how hard you might try to 
cover your tracks. Sen. Vitter reportedly took 
his used condoms with him rather than dispos-
ing of them in the garbage after his sessions, 
and he still got caught. (Again, gross.)

What really adds insult to injury in many 
of these political sex scandals, however, is the 
amount of hypocrisy that causes more and 
more Americans to further lose trust in their 
government. Gov. Spitzer may not have been a 
wild-eyed, right-wing conservative figure, but 
the very fact that he played an essential role in 
busting up a New York prostitution ring during 
his time as attorney general of New York, prior 
to his governorship, really stings.

Of course, we have to feel bad for Spitzer ’s 
wife and kids, too. While watching the gov-
ernor ’s statement to the press with his wife, 
Silda, at his side, I couldn’t help but wonder 
what could possibly be going through her 
mind.

So I think it’s pretty much safe to say that 
this man’s political career is finished. His sex 
life is probably finished too, for that matter– 
although there is still the possibility of him 
facing jail time for his involvement with the 
prostitution ring. So maybe he’ll be seeing some 
action after all.

–The writer, a senior majoring in journalism, is 
a Hatchet columnist and the Arts editor.
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editorial

Study abroad
policy demands 
reconsiderations

The University’s policy that charg-
es students the same tuition while they 
are enrolled abroad as when they are 
on campus has received some well-
warranted attention. Furthermore, stu-
dents have consistently reported trou-
ble with the study abroad process. At 
a University that takes so much pride 
in its students abroad and places em-
phasis on international perspective, it 
seems counter-intuitive that more is not 
being done to make international study 
more affordable and simpler. This page 
believes that the University needs to re-
consider its tuition policy and rethink 
the process involved.

“Home tuition” became a hot but-
ton issue nationally when a father of a 
student at Wheaton College filed a law-
suit alleging that the policy amounted 
to an “unfair and deceptive” practice. 
An increasing number of schools have 
adopted this practice in recent years, 
with an estimated 47 percent of univer-
sities charging either full tuition, room 
and board, or charging full tuition and 
leaving it to the student to pay room 
and board to the study abroad pro-
gram, according to the Forum on Edu-
cation Abroad.

The explanation from Wheaton 
College’s president for their home tu-
ition policy echoes GW’s own cited by 
the Office of Study Abroad. In a letter 
to the editor, administrators from the 
office state that the University still re-
lies on funds from every student, even 
those abroad, to “provide the level of 
education and services the student ex-
pects upon return.” 

While it is undoubtedly important 
to keep GW afloat in the absence of 
hundreds of students who study abroad 
each semester, it is also important to 
look at the home tuition policy, espe-
cially in light of GW’s drive to increase 
affordability as a whole. With Universi-
ty President Steven Knapp’s emphasis 
on reducing the so-called ‘sticker price’ 
of a GW education, or at least slowing 
its growth, examining a cost-reduction 
for those who study abroad should be 
part of that dialogue. 

Furthermore, the recent decline in 
the power of the dollar brings overseas 
affordability into sharp focus. Students 
studying abroad where the dollar is 
weak against local currency such as the 
euro or the British Pound are shoulder-
ing not only the burden of GW’s tuition 
and fees, but also increased costs of liv-
ing where they are studying.

The Office of Study Abroad also 
states that “there are a number of pro-
grams that result in GW's paying more 
to the provider than they receive from 
the student in tuition,” and that the 
regular GW tuition charged helps to 
cover any excesses. While some study 
abroad programs are more expensive 
that GW’s steep tuition, many find 
that in order to incur tuition closer 
to the tuition they will pay GW, they 
must study abroad in more expensive 
locales. For many, this leaves them 
feeling that if they study in develop-
ing nations they are losing or wasting 
their money. 

If the University wants to truly pro-
mote its worldliness, it must allow stu-
dents more options of where to study 
and an easier process for petitioning to 
other programs.

It seems that many of the opera-
tions and expenses of the Office of Study 
Abroad exist in order to maintain the 
policy of home tuition. It awards more 
than $100,000 in scholarships each year, 
in part to offset “the very issues of dif-
ferences in cost” between GW’s tuition 
and that charged by most study abroad 
programs. In other words, GW offers 
significant scholarships because home 
tuition costs more, creating a vicious, 
self-perpetuating cycle.

It goes without saying that rev-
enues from the home tuition policy go 
to fund important offices such as the 
Office of Study Abroad itself. However, 
having missed a significant opportu-
nity to improve study abroad services 
by relocating some of their functions to 
Colonial Central, there has been little 
indication that the significant differ-
ences of cost have contributed directly 
to streamlining the study abroad pro-
cess.

Given the complexity of study 
abroad policies and the vague nature of 
‘increasing affordability,’ it may not be 
feasible to completely abolish the home 
tuition policy, but the University must 
recognize study abroad as an area of 
opportunity where affordability can be 
explored.

I knew I was out of the running 
for becoming a member of The Order 
of the Hippo when April of last year 
rolled around. My junior year was 
nearing completion and I figured 
I wouldn’t get to wear or hide the 
shiny golden hippo-shaped pin. I 
held out a little hope that maybe 
I’d be tagged as a senior and that 
The Order would find me valuable 
enough to incorporate into 
their mysterious clan. My 
hope stemmed from the fact 
that an organization that 
doesn’t exist couldn’t pos-
sibly have rules for mem-
bers that may or may not be 
a part of this non-existent 
organization.

My dream was busted when I 
saw the invitation The Hatchet pub-
lished earlier in the week and real-
ized I wasn’t partaking in the April 
gala. I thought I was qualified, as the 
only apparent theme tying the publi-
cized members seems to be a role as 
a student leader. At the risk of over-
estimating my own importance and 
emulating Ralph Nader, I feel that 
I fit the description of an involved 
leader on campus.

I can’t answer why I’m not 
allowed in this exclusive club with 
any amount of journalistic integrity. 
Plus, I don’t think I want to answer 
that question by making up reasons 
either (See: I don’t want to list the 
possible flaws in my personality).

I can’t answer why I’d want to 
be in the organization either, because 
after burying my initial interest in 

joining the organi-
zation, I turned to 
address the larger ques-
tion of the purpose of 
this organization and 
found no real answer. 
Theories have ranged 
from feeding former 
University president 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and the 
collective University’s ego by creat-
ing an Ivy League-like secret society 
here at GW. Others speculate that 
the organization creatively garners 
philanthropic support, which may 
explain the organization’s existence, 
but not its secrecy.

One thing seems fairly obvi-
ous, though. This group of people 
possesses some amount of prestige 
as well as a tangible connection to 

Trachtenberg and, therefore, the 
inside of this University. 

Now, uncovering who is involved 
or what the ritual dinners consist of 
may be newsworthy for our com-
munity. However, as long as the 
group is committing no harm, and, 
in fact, could possibly be benefit-
ing the University, why should we 
try to claw at its walls? Just as I’ve 
resigned-myself to the fact that I 
won’t be included in the organization, 
I’ve also come to the conclusion that 
with the backing of Trachtenberg, the 
Order isn’t going to be disappearing 
anytime soon. Thus, we should look 
to use the information we have about 
the group for the betterment of GW. 
They are, after all, an organization 
that exists philanthropically (Yes, we 
don’t know why it exists, but because 
it apparently doesn’t, according to 
Trachtenberg, I can speculate the rea-
son, see above).

The Order of the Hippo could 
be an outlet for student frustration. 
If the Order wants to make positive 
change for GW, they could start with 
vital student concerns. I’m not telling 
anyone to go heckle alleged mem-
bers. I’m telling those “members” 

to remember that they are students 
first and Hippomen second, despite 
whatever rituals they went through. 
As Hippomen, they can serve the stu-
dents in unique and new ways. They 
were student leaders before entering 
the organization and after induction 
they just enhanced that role.

The more we push back against 
the Order, the bigger the us/them 

p g

divide grows. If they want to seem 
important, the mission has already 
been accomplished. If they want to 
be important, we should start look-
ing at them as a campus organization 
designed to help the University and 
its community members, and they 
should start showing us that they’re 
making positive change.

Of course, I could be completely 
off the mark here on what The Order 
of the Hippo has set out to do. After 
all, the most famous current secret 
society graduate doesn’t have the 
best track record helping people (see: 
FEMA).

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
international affairs, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

Beyond the secrecy, what's the point? 
The purpose of The Order of The Hippo

Secret society still cause for concern
As a proud soon-to-be alum of GW, I am 

appalled of the still-existing Order at the Hippo. 
Secret societies and their rituals are omnipresent 
in colleges across the nation. However, the quasi-
hidden nature of the Order of the Hippo as a co-
sponsored group by the University should not 
be fostered by the administration. 

Students at this University should be given 
access to full disclosure of all University-related 
events and to be denied such information is a 
slap in the face to the student body. I hope that 
the group that participates in such activities 
is a diverse and open-minded cohort that 
will agree that their “membership” in this 
society actually hampers and does not enhance 
the image of my (and about 10,000 other 
undergraduates') future alma mater, George 
Washington University. 

James Zarsadiaz
Senior

Necessary alert systems in place
I would like to take this opportunity to 

respond to both an editorial and letter to the 
editor recently seen in The Hatchet regarding 
the use of the e-mail system. The e-mail system is 
not the primary mode for notifying the campus 
of any type of emergency; in fact,

 it falls way down the list of alternatives. 
There are two primary notifi cation systems, 

both of which can be universally invoked in a 
few minutes: the Campus Advisories portion of 
the front page of GWU.edu and the Alert D.C. 
cell phone text messaging system. In addition 
to these announcement methods and the gwu.
edu e-mail system there are other notifi cation 
modes, from screen crawlers to the University 
Police Deparment’s public address system 
using police cruisers; but these methods are, for 
various reasons, not the primary choices under 
most circumstances. Though the system is very 
fast under a normal daily load, which spreads 

out three quarters of a million messages around 
the clock, trying to conceive, format and send 
an e-mail simultaneously to thirty-thousand 
accounts is not what the system is designed to 
do. 

Virtually no university is currently 
considering their e-mail system the primary 
tool for the emergency notifi cation system. 
Additionally, I read some complaints about the 
use of blast e-mails. True, not every e-mail is of 
interest to every person in the GW community, 
but every one of these e-mails is of interest to 
someone. The system is maintained by the 
University for the use of the University as a 
whole and serves us all, so just like any other 
widely used utility, from buses to television, it 
serves the greater good but not always everyone’s 
preferences. 

Ron Bonig 
Vice President and Chief Information Offi cer

letters to the editor

not to be comfortable. I chose to accept that risk. I chose ““a physical and psychological job. And, I think all of us who do this ““know what it means."

–Christianne Amanpour on her career as a journalist.

Sex and politics, always a volatile mix
When will they learn?

SAUMYA 
NARECHANIA
COLUMNIST

BRENDAN
POLMER

COLUMNIST



Bottom for ten years,” said Joy Howell, 
president of the Foggy Bottom Associa-
tion.

An alert and responsive community 
is often the best crime prevention tool, 
Lanciano said.

“Yesterday, a car in PSA 205 was bro-
ken into by someone throwing a brick 
through the window,” he said. “Some cit-
izens had noticed the man suspiciously 
hanging around the car and were actu-
ally able to apprehend him. Thieves will 
get spooked by anyone on the street.”

GW’s University Police Department 
is also helpful in stopping car robberies 
in the area because of the sheer number 
of offi cers patrolling the streets.  UPD 
cars, foot patrols, and even the eyes and 
ears of the students are a great help, Lan-
ciano said.

“Within the campus boundary we 
only had two thefts. Two of eight (in Fog-
gy Bottom); that’s really good,” he said.

The use of “bait cars” is another pre-
ventative measure taken by MPD to stop 
people from actually stealing the cars. 
Bait cars look just like real cars but are 

rigged with video and audio equipment 
as well as engines that can be remotely 
shut down. Police often leave keys dan-
gling in unlocked doors to tempt thieves 
and can then track the car to catch the 
perpetrator. Fifty-six arrests were made 
through the program between 2002 and 
2006. 

“Even people who most routinely 
steal cars can’t tell the difference,” Lan-
ciano said.

There are several ways police can 
track items stolen from cars. Sometimes 
detectives are able to track the serial num-
bers of electronic devices such as GPS or 
laptops once they are used. It is often dif-
fi cult however as most are shipped out 
of the country within 24 hours of being 
stolen, Lanciano said.  

Oftentimes, this strategy is only effec-
tive if the equipment has been registered 
and the owners can reproduce these 
identifi cation markers. Both MPD and 
UPD have initiated programs on their 
Web sites encouraging students to keep 
records of their valuable items in order to 
prevent theft and better assist in recover-
ing items once they are stolen. UPD also 
offers to engrave identifi cation tags on 
valuable items at their headquarters on 
G St. n
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Junior Aaron Graff came to the event to 
hear Amanpour speak about her recent docu-
mentary, “God's Warriors.” 

“I didn’t really have much faith in jour-
nalism,” Graff said. “Amanpour is someone 
who stands out in journalism and grasps the 
concepts of what it is supposed to be like. She 
understands that journalism is talking to the 
people and not just getting information from 
government sources.”

Kalb said Amanpour’s sold-out appear-
ance on the Kalb Report drew the largest 
crowd he had ever seen at one of his discus-
sions. 

“We had a big crowd for Katie Couric, but 
this might be bigger,” Kalb said. 

He then turned to Amanpour,
 adding, “This very large crowd is a testi-

mony to the fact that (the American people) 
must like you.”

This event was the third in this year’s se-
ries of Kalb Reports. The series focuses on war 
and crisis coverage in the media as well as in-
vestigative reporting, White House coverage 
and the role of the television anchor in Ameri-
can society. n

THEFT
from p. 1

side of things, but the best way 
to handle it all while abroad is to 
simply enjoy being abroad and 
think about the money later,” Fox 
said.

Giavanna Palazzolo, a spokes-
person for the Institute for Interna-
tional Education of Students, said 
the U.S. dollar is a topic his orga-
nization is asked about frequently. 
Although it has not yet had a detri-
mental impact on study abroad ap-
plicants – which are up 43 percent 
for next year – it may have contrib-
uted to regional shifts in applica-
tions. More students are studying 
in South and Central America, 
China, India and South Africa.

Robert Hallworth, the director 
of the study abroad offi ce at GW, 
said GW has not gotten feedback 
from students who see the weak-
ened value of the U.S. dollar as a 
serious issue, nor have the regional 
preferences of GW students study-
ing abroad changed signifi cantly. 
Of the top fi ve locations for GW 
students, four are in Europe.

Cory Carlson, a junior abroad 
in Italy, said the exchange rate is 
costly.                                

 “Many American students … 
are eager to travel the continent, 
but we are limited more and more 
by the falling exchange rate of the 
dollar,” Carlson said. “Every day 
on the way to school I walk by 
the currency exchanges that post 
the current rates: $1.45 per euro 
... $1.47 ... $1.53. The greenback is 
hurting, and every American in 
Europe knows it.”  n

by Robert Lee
Senior Staff Writer

Some off-campus housing just 
got a lot more expensive.

A new apartment complex in 
the West End has some of the prici-
est real estate in Foggy Bottom, 
with units available for millions of 
dollars. The complex is slated for 
completion this summer and fea-
tures an array of luxuries for the 
District’s elite.  

Eastbanc Inc. is developing the 
$100 million site, called “22 West,” 
which is located at 22nd and M 
streets. They have been responsible 
for some of the biggest projects in 
the area, including the Ritz Carlton 
residences across the street from 
the new building. 

The structure will accommo-
date 92 condominiums ranging in 
price from $800,000 one-bedroom 
apartments, to penthouses valued 
at about $4 million.

Mary Mottershead, execu-
tive vice president and partner in 
charge of development at East-
Banc, said even with a rise in prop-
erty value throughout the city, the 
pricing of the complex remains 
competitive and many potential 
buyers have expressed interest in 
the apartments.

“Our pricing is competitive 
with the new products in the area,” 
she wrote in an e-mail. “We are 
over 30 percent (apartments) sold, 
but while we have a lot of traffi c, 
many people are waiting to see our 
fi nished product.”

Each condo will have nine-
foot ceilings, wireless Internet 
and DirectTV as standard fea-
tures. The building will have a 
rooftop pool, a garden terrace, a 
restaurant and retail stores on the 
ground fl oor. 

Mottershead said the amenities 
in other local apartment complexes 
are “are not quite up to ours,” and 
she does not foresee any direct 
competition from other luxury 
projects in the area. 

“(22nd and M streets) is a 
great location from a conve-
nience and site perspective,” she 
said. “It is near many restaurants 
either in Dupont, Georgetown 
or the Golden Triangle and is 
an easy walk to the Georgetown 
shops.”

Joy Howell, president of the 
Foggy Bottom Association, said her 
organization met with Eastbanc 
about the project in 2005, and is in 
favor of the construction of more 
residential buildings. 

“We favor residential proper-
ties, especially as opposed to GW’s 
expansion into the community,” 
she said. “Building more perma-
nent residential property buildings 
is good for the community.” 

Asher Corson, chairman of the 
Advisory Neighborhood Commis-
sion and a GW alumnus, also said 
there was not community opposi-
tion.

He said, “I haven’t had a single 
citizen come to a meeting and com-
plain to the city for a structural or 
zoning problem." n

Condos sell for 
landmark prices

AMANPOUR
from p. 1

ABROAD
from p. 1
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“(Online voting) defi nitely 
helped (Boyer) spread the word,” 
Sampogna said. “It was a lot eas-
ier to help get people to vote for 
him if they could just do it from 
their dorm rooms.” 

Freshman Vasilika Poniros 
said she would not have voted 
in the elections had they not been 
online.

“I wasn’t that involved in the 
SA elections,” Poniros said. “If the 
elections weren’t online, I would 
not have taken the time to go wait 
in line and vote.”

A little more than half of the 
students surveyed by The Hatch-
et said they voted in the elections, 
despite their apathy towards the 
SA. 

Last year, more than 3,000 
students cast a ballot for SA presi-
dent. However, this year, that 
number rose to more than 4,000, 

about a 30 percent increase in 
voter turnout. 

In order for students to cast 
their vote in years past, they had 
to go to a polling booth on cam-
pus and cast their ballot. This 
year, students were able to cast 
a ballot from any computer with 
an Internet connection, which 
made voting more convenient 
for GW students, especially those 

students studying abroad or in-
volved with work or internships 
off campus.

In the senate race, more than 
6,100 students voted for the Co-
lumbian College of Arts and 
Sciences undergraduate senate 
seats, nearly the entire CCAS stu-
dent body.

Junior Ben Balter, chairman 
of the JEC, said that online voting 
had a great impact on voter turn-
out this year.

Balter said, “Compared to 
past years where students would 
have to go to a physical polling 
location, present identifi catio-
nand otherwise navigate through 
a cumbersome process, I think it 
is clear that online elections are 
a great leap forward towards en-
suring that students’ voices get 
heard.”

–Anthony Acosta, Shimmy Ed-
wards, James Filipiski, Sholeh Geula, 
Husna Kazmir, Elise Kigner, Lucy 
McCalmont, Alexa Millinger, Mike 
Phillips, Yekaterina Plitsyna and 
Andrew Ramonas contributed to this 
report.

SURVEY
from p.1

About this survey

The Hatchet conducted 
this informal survey by asking 
more than 500 students  if they 
"cared about the work" of the 
SA and if the ability to vote on-
line infl uenced their decision 
to vote.  

Students were primarily 
in Ivory Tower's Food Court, 
Columbian Plaza, J Street, and 
the lobby of Gelman Library 
between March 4 and 10.

Josh Wolf/Hatchet photographer

University President Steven Knapp prepares to deliver a keynote address to a conference on the 
future of global oil prices, which by GW and the World Bank conspored on Monday.
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Pat Metheny’s new release “Day Trip” 
(Nonesuch Records) is the first trio al-
bum that the jazz-fusion pioneer has 
recorded in nearly eight years. While 
Metheny’s more recent work with his 
group has consisted mostly of tightly 

arranged compositions for a large ensemble, “Day 
Trip” marks a shift to the trio format showcasing 
the improvisational prowess of bassist Christian 
McBride and drummer Antonio Sanchez. 

“It’s like driving a big truck compared to driv-
ing a sports car,” drummer Antonio Sanchez said 
in an interview with The Hatchet about his role in 
Metheny’s newly skimmed down ensemble. San-
chez has been providing the groove for the Pat 
Metheny Group since 2003, when he first appeared 
on “Speaking of Now” (2002). 

While performing with pianist Danilo Perez, 
Sanchez and Metheny first met in 2000 when they 
found themselves on the same bill. Sanchez, who is 
a Mexican-born jazz drummer, distinguishes him-
self from other jazz drummers by providing a very 
hypnotic straight eighth-note feel. In other words, 
his playing isn’t as ‘swung’ as most jazz musicians 
– although he is by no means robotic. Sanchez’s 
drumming on “Day Trip” reveals his seamless in-
tegration of the straight eighth-note feel with the 
organic nature of jazz. And unlike many jazz mu-
sicians, Metheny has managed to draw listeners 
largely from outside of jazz. In maintaining a high 
level of clarity, Metheny manages to spare nothing 
in terms of musical complexity. Sanchez’s confi-
dence and rhythmic precision seem to provide the 
perfect frame for Metheny to paint his picture. 

In place of the veteran Pat Metheny Group 
bassist Steve Rodby, Pat looks to Christian 
McBride to hold down the low end in the trio set-
ting. McBride was recognized early on in the jazz 
world as one of the most virtuosic bassists of this 
generation. He has performed with jazz luminar-
ies such as Freddie Hubbard, Roy Haynes, McCoy 
Tyner and Chick Corea to name a few. Outside of 
the Metheny trio, Sanchez and McBride have had 
ample opportunities to get acquainted with each 
other’s playing; they can be found performing to-
gether on D.C. Latin jazz pianist Benito Gonzalez’s 
2004 release “Starting Point.” Sanchez describes 
the interaction between himself and McBride as 
“effortless.” “We’ve grown to know each other’s 
playing so well over the years,” he said. “We just 
settle into it.” 

“Day Trip” is successful at retaining the highly 
organized structure so characteristic of Metheny’s 
work. The spontaneous element is still present in 
every note. In fact, the trio managed to nail the re-
cording session of “Day Trip” in a single day. “It 
was a lightning session,” remarks Sanchez. “We 
had been playing together a lot on tour, but we 
never listened back to the recordings during the 
session. It was a big surprise to hear it back.” 

Metheny generated all of the compositions on 

“Day Trip,” but he is careful not over-instruct his 
band members in the way the music should be 
played. Attracted to the freedom that Sanchez in-
corporates into his drumming and the soulful flu-
idity of bassist Christian McBride, Metheny allows 

them to steer the music in any direction. 
According to Sanchez, “Pat wants you to play 

what you hear. Smart leaders let you do your 
thing.” A listen to “Day Trip” only reveals the in-
novative and exciting essence of that thing. n

The Pat Metheny Trio will be playing at the State 
Theatre in Falls Church, Virginia on Friday, March 
14 at 7 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Tickets are $59 at tickets.
thestatetheatre.com. 

courtesy  Insight Mgt
Drummer Antonio Sanchez will play with legendary jazz guitarist Pat Metheny and bassist Christian McBride at the State Theatre on Friday.

by Amanda Pacitti
Contributing Editor 

Vitality is timeless. As in, yeah, old peo-
ple have wrinkles. But they also have sex, 
pump iron and hit nightspots dancing, ap-
parently. 

“When you focus on a subject documen-
tary-wise you really learn a lot about hu-
man relationships,” says Matthew Bardocz, 
director, editor and co-producer of “Off the 
Rocker,” a film recounting the experience of 
a group of vivacious seniors enjoying Las 
Vegas nightlife. 

"Off the Rocker” is set to screen at the 
D.C. Independent Film Festival Thursday in 
the 8:30 p.m. screening block. The film was 
previously named “Best of Nevada” feature 
at last summer’s Las Vegas International 
Film Festival. 

Valuable lessons learned by Bardocz? 
Older people can be active, films take work 
and issues/gripes/experiences surrounding 
sex are timeless. 

The New Jazz Drummer

by Andrew George
Hatchet Reporter 

The D.C. Independent Film Festival got off 
to a roaring start last Thursday night, March 
6, at GW’s own Jack Morton Auditorium, lo-
cated inside the School of Media and Public 
Affairs building. This year’s festival, span-
ning 11 days, will feature a total of 108 films, 
24 themed-film showcases, daily receptions, 
film seminars and various musical acts. This 
festival, now celebrating its 10th anniversary, 
serves as a venue for area public to experi-
ence independent film culture, says executive 
director and festival founder, Carol Bidault 
de l’Isle. 

“DCIFF celebrates the vision, creativity 
and highest level of independent filmmaking 
through film screenings, filmmaker discus-
sions and seminars – a true film destination,” 
Bidault de l’Isle said. She further stressed the 
importance of the independent film industry 
within the nation’s capital as it is often “a city 
better known for politics than film.”

Trader Joe's sponsored an opening-night 
reception, which featured a musical perfor-
mance from American jazz composer, David 
Amram. Throughout his life, Amram has 
worked with the likes of legendary jazz musi-
cians Thelonious Monk and Charlie Parker – 
as well as Beat generation icons Jack Kerouac 

and Allen Ginsberg. Having written many 
works for Kerouac and Ginsberg, Amram 
reminisced of their friendships and recounted 
stories from his own life “on the road.” Am-
ram has also composed numerous Broadway 
scores as well as those heard in the films “The 
Manchurian Candidate” (1962) and “Splen-
dor in the Grass” (1961). Amram played two 
original pieces, receiving rounds of worthy 
applause from the audience. And just before 
exiting the stage, Amram offered his advice to 
the filmmakers present by wishing that they 
“stay independent.”  

A brief set of films followed Amram’s per-
formance. Most notably, D.C. filmmaker Lau-
rence Arabias’ “Dust Off and Cowboy Up!” 
(2007), which offered a look into the image of 
cowboys from old Westerns through use of 
some clever animation. 

Following Arabias’ film was the night’s 
feature presentation: British director Alex 
Cox’s “Searchers 2.0” (2007). Cox is highly 
regarded in independent film circles as a leg-
endary director for his films “Sid and Nancy” 
(1986) and “Repo Man” (1984). 

In “Searchers 2.0,” Mel (Del Zamora) and 
Fred (Ed Pansullo) are two middle-aged child 
actors who embark on a road trip from Los 
Angeles to Arizona’s Monument Valley: the 

Antonio Sanchez and Pat Metheny take "Day Trip" on a road trip

courtesy Dry River Films  
Alex Cox, director of Searchers 2.0, participates in a question and answer during its opening at the D.C. 
Independant Film Festival. 

FilmFeature : "Off The Rocker"

courtesy Matthew Bardocz  
Seniors Annette DiStefano and John Simone steal 
a kiss while dancing an intimate samba in Mat-
thew Bardocz's documentary "Off The Rocker."

Indie films come to campus

by Amanda Pacitti
Contributing Editor 

Michelle Anne Farrell is a filmmaker. So 
was Joe O’Ferrell.  

Arguably the most-anticipated feature-
length documentary at the D.C. Independent 
Film Festival Monday evening, “Unraveling 
Michelle,” (A Tough City Bitch Production), 
recounts the full transgender transforma-
tion of filmmaker Joe O’Ferrell into Michelle 
Anne Farrell – spending a worthy 85 min-
utes of self-conscious energy grappling with 
issues of authentic self-representation, per-
sonal struggle and gender identity. 

And it is still in progress. 
Director Dan Schaffer and producer/

star Farrell spoke in a panel discussion af-
ter the screening. And since the identity of 
Michelle is constantly developing, a central 
question was how she and Schaffer would 
know when the film itself was finished – a 
question that even to the filmmakers went 
largely unanswered. That is, the documen-
tary is still in progress, and tracks in mon-
tage scenes by John Mayer and The Ataris, 

for example, could be nixed since the film is 
now being re-scored. 

Onstage, Farrell and Schaffer discussed 
the experience of filmmaking and life after 
completion of “Unraveling Michelle.” 

“I go about my business and do my job. 
I’ve only lost a few jobs now,” Farrell said. 
Though peers in the film are presented as 
accepting, some conflict in the film is ex-
posed in the deterioration of a friendship 
Michelle had with former business partner 
Eric. Though Eric initially reads as accept-
ing, he inevitably leaves to work on his own. 
He still keeps in some contact with Michelle, 
but confesses to the camera that things since 
“the T thing” have changed. For example, in 
a tense moment, Eric voices his noting that 
he’s not as close to Michelle as he used to be. 
And though previously in the film the view-
er witnesses him voice support for Michelle 
by attending a transgender conference, one 
can’t help but notice him squirming a little 
– something apparent in this final confes-
sion.

THE HATCHET 
visits theD.C. Independent Film Festival

by Corey Brekher | Hatchet Reporter

See FeSTIvAl, p. 8

See ROCkeR, p. 8

See MIChelle, p. 8

Wish you were going to South by Southwest? ENVY US INSTEAD. 
Daily blogging, interviews and features from Austin, Texas. All week, only at  blogs.gwhatchet.com/backstage

FilmFeature : "Unraveling Michelle"
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FESTIVAL
from p. 7

setting of a Western film that they both acted in 
as children. Their trip has a rather specific aim: 
finding the film’s screenwriter and beating him 
senseless for mistreating them as kids. Since they 
both lack means of transportation, Mel convinc-
es his daughter Delilah (Jaclyn Jonet) to drive 
the two of them. The film follows their journey 
through its mishaps and tribulations, using wit-
ty humor to keep the story fresh. “Searchers 2.0” 
(Cowboy Outfit) delivers a few funny punches, 
however it may not resonate with those lacking 
an appreciation for spaghetti Westerns.

Cox stuck around after the film’s end for
an extensive Q & A session. He discussed the 
difficult process in which “Searchers 2.0” was 
filmed, since the rights to the portions of desert 
needed for filming were disputed between the 
government and the Navajo Native Americans. 

The festival will continue through Sunday, cul-
minating with the much-anticipated “The Clash Live: 
Revolution Rock,” at 7 p.m. Tickets for this specific 
show are $25, $20 for students. A full schedule of all 
films is available at www.dciff.org. n

ROCKER
from p. 7

“It’s funny because when we look at senior sexuality,
we really only look at the humor about it,” Bardocz
said, extrapolating on what seems a primary aim of 
the fi lm: playfully and honestly challenging stereo-
types.

“Off the Rocker” was originally conceived after
Bardocz engaged in a three-hour dinner conversa-
tion with Annette DiStefano, his wife’s agent’s moth-
er, and her core group of friends. Bardocz learned
that DiStefano was a social ringleader among her
peers, who belonged to a broader group of 300 or
so seniors who spent fi ve nights a week dancing to
“quintessential” Vegas act the Jerry Tiffe Trio. Ap-
parently, Tiffe previously opened for members of the
Rat Pack, and has been a staple of the Vegas lounge
scene. 

“Off the Rocker” marks Bardocz’s fi rst major di-
recting effort and medium-format fi lm. Previously,
he worked as a gaffer and lighting technician for
fi lms like “Little Miss Sunshine” (2006) and the re-
cently released “Walk Hard” (2007).

“I really wanted to capture a moment,” he said.
This was a “moment” that came after twenty days of 
fi lming, six months of cutting and some time wait-
ing for music rights to come through. Bardocz is
careful to make a distinction: “It’s funny in the sense
that the humor comes from them. It doesn’t make
fun of them.” 

Bardocz continues this thought in a written per-
sonal statement: “I discovered a group of seniors
who are not only fi ercely independent but who have
also found their fountain of youth. In doing so they
have created a tight knit social community against
the backdrop of one of the fl ashiest, transient, youth-
oriented places on earth – Las Vegas.” 

The fi lm’s title itself does enough to suggest the
vitality Bardocz observed. According to Bardocz,
the seniors he fi lmed were not only out dancing fi ve
nights a week, but up at 4:30 a.m., swimming, run-
ning or lifting weights.

“To me, once I became more and more familiar
with their spirit, it became more and more important
to me to share their story with people. I shot this fi lm
two-and-a-half-years ago and these people are still
doing these things,” he said. “These people break 
that rocking chair stereotype.”

Bardocz will be in D.C. for the screening of his
fi lm. He currently lives in Los Angeles with his wife,
Christine Blackburn, an actress and the fi lm’s co-
producer, and his infant daughter, Alabama. n

MICHELLE
from p. 7

“I think I lost about four friends and gained a 
lot more,” Michelle said, reflecting on the expe-
rience.

The film itself discusses Farrell’s past: span-
ning from childhood, to time as a high school 
athlete and eventual drug addict, breaking with 
the tragic death of a past love – all chronicling 
Farrell’s shift from self-loathing toward accep-
tance.

By offering commentary from doctors,
friends and Michelle herself, the film positions 
itself as a classic story. That is, “Unraveling Mi-
chelle” is quirky, self-reflexive and honest, con-
trasting moments of intense agony with humor.

What’s next? Farrell said the production
team aims not only to complete the “documen-
tary in progress,” but is hoping to pitch a reality 
series surrounding “Unraveling Michelle.”n

For additional audio, video and 
multimedia on these and other stories, 

check the new Hatchet arts blog at 
blogs.gwhatchet.com/backstage



199 - GENERAL

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?
Happy, loving couple wishing to adopt a 
baby. 703-435-9129 or e-mail Hoping2-
bParents@hotmail.com. Our web site: 
www.hoping2bparents.com. Maybe we 

can help each other!

X-CONFERENCE 2008 April 18-20, Hil-
ton Gaithersburg. “It’s no longer about 
lights in the sky. It’s about lies on the 
ground.” 2-Hours with Coast-to-Coast 
AM’s George Noory, plus 20 speakers/
panelists, documentaries, cocktail party, 
banquet. 1,2,3-Day Passes. 202-215-
8344, PRG@paradigmresearchgroup.
org, Register: www.x-conference.com 

245 - RENT DC

NW HOUSE FOR RENT LeDroit Park 
U Street New Luxury Contemporary 
Row House $2600.00/plus utilties 3 
bedroom 2.5baths on 3 levels 1 block 
to Metro House includes:Wood fl oors/
New kitchen applicances; walk-in 
closets;washer&Dryer/gas fi replace/fu-
rinshed basement great spot for study 
or extra bedroom/fenched in backyard 
with slate patio/2 private parking spaces/
AC&Gas Heat/cable ready 202-271-4734 

246 - RENT METRO

430 - LEGAL

EXPUNGE
Your court record. DC, MD, VA
301-565-2917.

460 - TRAVEL

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student 
Discounts. Gift Certifi cates! www.skydi-
veorange.com 877-348-3759 

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www.adcarclub.com 

610 - CHILD CARE

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/hour. Register 
free for jobs at www.student-sitters.com. 

PART TIME CHILD CARE NEEDED 
McLean area. Energetic student needed 
to help with two bright young children 2 
or 3 afternoons per week. Familiarity with 
age appropriate activities a plus. M, W, F 
1-6 preferred but fl exible. 703-748-0855 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
Senior Vice President at Wachovia Se-
curities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior Vice-
President, 301-961-0131. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

Heads Up AmeriCorps Tutor

FREE SUMMER HOUSING AT 
GWU!!

Co-lead your own elementary 
school class. $4,500 living sti-

pend (may apply FWS). $2,362 
educational award. Leadership 
skills and teaching experience. 
Immerse yourself in an urban 

school system.
Mentor youth and bond with 
children grades K-8. Have a 

summer and year like no other!
SERVE-LEARN-LEAD

Apply Today
http://www.headsup-dc.org/
involved/AmeriCorps.html

For more info contact: ggray@
headsup-dc.org

COLLEGE STUDENTS: We pay up to 
$75 per survey. www. GetPaidToThink.
com 

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

665 - PART TIME

BOOKKEEPER/ADMIN SUPPORT
Highly reputable optometry practice on 
GW campus is seeking dependable col-
lege student for bookkeeping tasks and 
occasional administrative support. Look-

ing for summer and fall commitment. 
Exp with QuickBooks helpful. $10/hr, 
15-20 hrs/wk - fl exible schedules. Call 

Joe @ 202-659-6555 or email resume to 
info@metropolitanoptical.com

ARE YOU AMBITIOUS? Financial 
Agents, Loan Offi cers, Realtors Wanted. 
We are a progressive and rapidly growing 
mortgage and fi nancial company seeking 
highly motivated people. No experience 
required, we train 100%. Full-time and 
Part-time available. College students 
welcome. Send resume to info@loan-
originatorrecruiter.com or call 202-425-
3935. http://www.loanoriginatorrecruiter.
com. 

PROMOTIONAL EVENT MANGER We 
are seeking one promotional event fi eld 
manager for an upcoming event in the 
DC area. For more information and to ap-
ply please go to http://www.fusemarket-
ing.com/jobs 

OUTDOOR FUN SUMMER 
JOBS

Summer day camp for kids in Darne-
stown, MD needs enthusiastic, positive 
role models as counselors and instruc-
tors in kayaking, climbing, archery, 
horseback riding, swimming, gymnastics, 
and more. CDL a plus. We will train. Val-
ley Mill Camp 301-948-0220, http://val-
leymill.com/staff/

Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds

The GW Hatchet, Thursday, March 13, 2008

We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS
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Across
1 Throw

5 It may be found
in a cone

9 Homes for mil.
planes

13 Object of a
manhunt, maybe

14 Score just before
winning

15 Skylit courts

16 *Not just stupid

18 Where William
the Conqueror
died

19 Kerosene

20 N.B.A. center
who has pitched
for McDonald’s,
Pepsi and Visa

22 *Setting in
Sherlock
Holmes’s “The
Man with the
Twisted Lip”

24 The hots

S25 Snow ___

26 Les Trois
Mousquetaires,
e.g.

28 Strain

31 “Eat at ___”

34 Shopaholic’s
delight

35 Canyon part

36 Daily or weekly,
e.g.: Abbr.

37 *Perplexed state

39 1970s polit.
cause

40 Early sixth-
century year

41 Partner of aids

42 Come clean,
with “up”

43 Slippery
swimmer

44 “The ___
Report,” 1976
best seller

45 Co. with a
g gtriangular logo

G47 Grill

49 *Informers

54 Seven Sisters
grads

57 Major Italian
tourist site

58 “Ich ___ dich”
(German words
of endearment)

59 *Dessert made
from a product
of a 10-Down

61 Satyric looks

62 Sleeper ___

63 This and that

64 “Finnegans
Wake” wife

65 Major rtes.

66 Ivy League
school in Philly

Down
1 Cellist Casals

2 “That’s ___!”
(director’s cry)

3 “Ditto”
4 Blunders

5 “Well, ___!”

6 ___ Hugo, 1975
Isabelle Adjani
role based on a
real-life story

7 Through

8 Granatelli of
auto racing

9 Bits
10 *Orchard part

11 “Très ___”

12 Did a number

15 Stimulated

17 1890s gold rush
city

21 Completely
strange

23 Music download
source

27 They replaced C
rations

29 Pretense

30 Short holiday?

31 Shade of green

32 Garfield’s
housemate

33 *Fairy tale
meanie

34 Put back in

37 Some luau
dancers

38 Resort island
ESE of Valencia

42 Cigarette box
feature

45 Ocean rings

46 “How foolish
___!”

48 Planetary
shadow

50 Be in force, as a
rule

51 Author Zora ___
Hurston

52 Popular
Japanese beer

53 Squelch

54 Milan’s Teatro
___ Scala

55 Collateral option

56 Individually

60 Church perch

GPuzzle by Paula Gamache

$For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.

Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).

Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

S O O SANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 5 6 75 6 8 9 10 11 121010 11

13 14 15

17 11716 17 8

19 20 2120

222 3 24

25 26 27 226 2726 2726 27 8 29 30

31 32 333 4 35

36 37 338 9

424140 41

43 45 4644 45

47 48 552515049 50 3

5754 55 5655

58 6059

66261 62 3

666564 65

Edited by Will Shortz No. 0131
Note: The circled letters in the answers to the
seven starred clues, reading left to right or top to
bottom, spell words that can complete familiar
phrases that start with “break.”

A DM A M M A AA M M S A B U TB U S
N E P A LL E TA B E A T N E P AL EB E A
T AT A IT E R R A TT AE R R S T Y

A L V I N T O F F L E RL V I N T O F F L E
T L CF E NN E O T LF EE

S I M O N W I EM O N W I S E N T H A LN T H A
A R O M AD I V AE M O D IM A R O M

T E R MD I O R T E RI O S I M A MM A
A Z OL O T TA G R E E A ZL O TG R E

T H E O D O R E D R E IH E O D O R E D R E S E R
E R NW W IE T D E RW WT

T H E C H I P M U N KH E C H I P M U N S
I R E N EH A NA T A R I I R EH AT A R

ER O G E TO G E S T E H E ET T E H E
M O OO S E D I ER H OE E D IR H S

Advertise 
Here!

Get great, 
affordable 

exposure by 
sponsoring 

the bi-weekly
Sudoku
puzzle.

(202) 994-7682

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at

www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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by Alex Byers
Contributing Editor

In multiple post-game press confer-
ences this season, GW women’s basket-
ball coach Joe McKeown has said he al-
ways tries to think positively. And even 
after the Colonials’ 63-59 loss to Xavier 
in Sunday’s Atlantic 10 semifi nal, McKe-
own and senior guard Kim Beck said the 
same thing: GW must move on and look 
forward to the NCAA tournament.

No. 19/16 (AP, ESPN/USA Today) 
GW will fi nd out what its seed is, who its 
opponent is and where it is headed for the 
fi rst round of the tournament on March 
17, but in one of the most unpredictable 
postseasons in all of sports, moving on 
might be easier said than done.

The Colonials bowed out of the A-10 
Championship without a title for the 
fourth consecutive year, leaving the cur-
rent senior class with an empty space in 
its nearly fi lled trophy case. But McK-

eown said his team is excited about the 
prospect of getting back on the court.

“We can’t wait to get to next week,” 
he said. “We took some time off from 
practice to let the players try to get 
healthy and catch up academically. We’ll 
see what happens (on selection Mon-
day).”

Last season, the Colonials fi nished 
28-2 overall with a 14-0 conference record 
in the regular season and fell in the A-10 
semifi nal to Saint Joseph’s. GW received 
a No. 5 seed in the NCAA tournament 
and went on to defeat Boise State and 
Texas A&M before losing to top-seeded 
North Carolina in the Sweet 16.

This year, GW enters the tournament 
with a 25-6 record and 12-2 conference 
mark. With so many conferences in the 
midst of hosting their postseason tourna-
ments, McKeown said he could not guess 
where the Colonials might be seeded.

“I think in the Big 12, there are four 
teams that could end up anywhere (be-

tween a No. 2 and No. 6 seed),” McK-
eown said. “They’re all kinda bunched 
in around where we are as far as being 
in the top 20. I think that league is gon-
na have a little bit of an effect on some 
things that might happen with us.”

As he often does, McKeown cited se-
niors Beck, Sarah-Jo Lawrence and Whit-
ney Allen as a big reason the Colonials 
could do damage in the coming weeks. 
Rather than cower under the pressure of 
a national tournament, McKeown said 
the seniors, in the past, have risen to the 
occasion.

“It’s a chance to really make a name 
for yourself as a player and as a pro-
gram,” he said. “When you have seniors 
who’ve had great NCAA tournament 
performances, I think it’s a team thing 
for them. It’s ‘Wow, let’s go prove our-
selves,’ rather than the pressure of say-
ing, ‘we can’t afford to play bad in this 
game.’”

The history books support McK-

eown’s point. In the last three years in 
the NCAA tournament, the Colonials 
have beaten the SEC’s University of Mis-
sissippi, Old Dominion University on its 
home court and Big 12 champion Texas 
A&M University, to name a few. Their 
only losses have come to perennial pow-
erhouses the University of Tennessee and 
the University of North Carolina (twice). 
The game against the Lady Vols was close 

for most of the game until Tennessee’s ex-
perience took over late in the contest.

To be successful this year though, 
McKeown said there is one key to GW 
fi nding victory against the top programs: 
putting the ball in the basket.

He said, “We defend pretty well usually, 
but to beat (a team like Tennessee or North 
Carolina) you’ve got to score the basketball. 
That, to me, is the biggest factor.” n

Colonials prepare 
for the Big Dance

photos by Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Selection Monday, when the women's NCAA tournament fi eld is set, is next Monday, and the GW women's basketball team 
will be in the mix for the sixth straight year. Last season, the Colonials were a No. 5 seed and sent to L.A. for the fi rst round.

GW to appear in sixth straight NCAA tourney

Rob Diggs by the numbers

Category            Per game       GW Ranking     Conference       
ranking
Points   13.9  1                 17

Rebounds (total) 7.7  1   5

Off. rebounds  3.08  1              3

Def. rebounds  4.65  2   9

Blocks   1.19        1  15

Field goal pct.  .496  1   4

Year, 

seed

First round 

opponent
Score

Second round 

opponent
Score

Sweet 16 

opponent
Score

2005
No. 9

2006
No. 7

2007
No. 5

No. 8
Mississippi

No. 9
Old Dominion

No. 12 
Boise State

W, 60-57

W, 87-72

W, 76-67

No. 1
North Carolina

No. 1
Tennessee

No. 4
Texas A&M

L, 71-47

L, 66-53

W, 59-47

DNP

DNP

No. 1
North Carolina

DNP

DNP

L, 70-56

by Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writer

After five straight losses to 
open the season, the GW la-
crosse team finally claimed a 
win Wednesday afternoon  with 
a 15-9 victory over Mount Saint 
Mary’s University at the Mount 
Vernon Athletic Complex. 

Though the team’s record 
(1-5) has been poor so far, the 
Colonials have played an ambi-
tious schedule, including three 
teams ranked in the top 15 of 
women’s college lacrosse in the 
first three games of the season.

And despite the five losses, 
the squad has had some bright 
spots. Senior Kristen Karcsh 
became the second all-time 
leading point scorer in the pro-
gram’s seven-year history in 
last week’s 12-9 loss at Towson  
and sophomore Mia Breheny 
scored a career-high five goals 
in the same contest.

And now, for the first time 
all season, GW did not strug-
gle, making the win look easy 
against the Maryland college. 
The Colonials scored two goals 
in the first five minutes and 
never looked back.

The win is likely not a sur-
prise to the program or those 
who follow the team, as it was 
the fifth consecutive season 
GW had defeated the Moun-
taineers.

But one person who had 
not experienced the history 
between the two programs 
was first-year coach Tara Han-
naford, who came to GW from 
the College of William & Mary. 
Hannaford, who originally 
agreed on a post-game inter-
view, refused to comment on 

the game, as did her players.
Sophomore Mia Breheny 

scored the first goal of the con-
test 33 seconds in and tallied 
three more times during a pe-
riod when the Colonials scored 
six straight goals in the first 
half. GW led at the break, 9-2, 
but Hannaford told her squad 
to continue to play tough.

“We still want to push 
them,” Hannaford said in a 
halftime huddle.

Midfielder Karsch and ju-
nior Katherine Sampson both 
scored three goals to add to 
Breheny’s four goals and two 
assists.

The contest was a stark 
contrast to last month’s per-
formances. In February, the 
Colonials nearly upset No. 10 
Georgetown at home but were 
edged out in the second half, 
losing by one point. Senior 
goalkeeper Cailtin Garman was 
awarded Atlantic 10 player of 
the week following her career-
high 18 saves in that game. The 
following two contests, against 
No. 9 Johns Hopkins and No. 
15 George Mason, were not as 
close.

The Colonials next face 
Saint Mary’s (Calif.) March 17 
in Moraga, Calif. n

Lacrosse topples the Mount

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

Senior Julie Jacoby goes after a Maryland shot on goal during the Terrapins' 9-3 win over GW 
Wednesday evening at Smith Center. The Colonials (4-9) allowed goals in every quarter.

WETNET

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Mia Breheny (4) runs around the Mount's Cait Fraccalvieri. The soph-
omore had four goals during GW's 15-9 win Wednesday afternoon.

Colonials earn 
fi rst win of 
the season

by Joanna Shapes
Sports Editor

For the fi rst time in more than 10 years, the GW 
men’s basketball team is not represented on any of 
the Atlantic 10 all-conference squads.

The most obvious name missing from the awards 
is junior Rob Diggs, who led the program this sea-
son in scoring with 13.9 points and 7.7 rebounds per 
game. Diggs was also 17th in the conference in scor-
ing average, fi fth in rebounding average, fourth in 
fi eld goal percentage and 15th in blocked shots.

Diggs’ numbers rival those of the players who 
were named for the all-conference second and third 
teams. His scoring average is higher than that of 
Xavier’s John Duncan and Drew Lavender, who 
were both selected to the second team, and Xavier’s 
Stanley Burrell, who is on the third team. His re-
bounding average also topped 12 of the 15 selections 
to the three teams.

GW coach Karl Hobbs said he was not sur-
prised that none of his players were selected. 

“No one on GW should have made it,” Hobbs 
said. “I don’t think anyone could have beat out these 
guys that are on the list. When you look at the stats of 
the guys on (GW), the only one who would get consid-
eration would be (Diggs). You could argue for (him) 
that he maybe should have made the third team.”

Diggs said Tuesday afternoon he had not seen 
the awards list and, when told neither he nor anyone 
else from his team was on it, he said he did not care. 
He said he and his teammates do not pay attention to 
things such as conference accolades.

For GW Director of Athletics Jack Kvancz, team 
performance plays a role in how individuals are 
evaluated.

“The only thing I can tell you is, if (the team 
doesn’t) make the tournament, I don’t know how 
you can put someone on the (all-conference) team,” 
Kvancz said. “If I’m a coach who’s voting, all I 
would ask is, how good are you if the team won 
nine games, fi ve in the league?”

“When you get down to the third team, then 

I’m not sure how that works,” he added about the 
league picking so many players. “I would think that 
the overall record of the team in the league had a lot 
to do with (Diggs not) getting any kind of awards.”

Unlike Diggs, Burrell fi nds importance in the 
annual conference selections, and, according to 
the Cincinnati Enquirer, the Xavier senior said in 
a press conference Monday afternoon that he feels 
his squad was snubbed. The Enquirer reported that 
Burrell chastised the 14 A-10 coaches, who voted on 
the honorees, for leaving Xavier off the fi rst team. 

Along with Burrell, Duncan and Lavender on 
the second and third teams, Duncan was awarded 
sixth player of the year and Burrell defensive player 
of the year. Head coach Sean Miller was also named 
the conference’s coach of the year. Massachusetts’ 
Gary Forbes was the player of the year.

Miller is one of a number of coaches who com-
plimented Diggs during post-game press confer-
ences over the course of the season.

“He’s one of the better low-post scorers in our 
league,” UMass' Travis Ford said of Diggs after his 
Minutemen defeated the Colonials 67-63 last week-
end. “He’s a guy who can affect the game in a lot of 
ways.” n

A-10 awards announced

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Junior Rob Diggs (5) is not on the all-conference 
team despite putting up impressive numbers.

No GW players on list for fi rst time since 1988
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