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Julian Bond 
will speak at  
graduation

by Eric Roper
Metro News Editor

Julian Bond, a civil rights pioneer and chair-
man of the NAACP, will deliver this year’s key-
note address at Commencement on the National 
Mall.

The 68 year-old activist and speaker is most 
well known for his efforts leading the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s. He was a founder of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
which spearheaded many protests regarding 
civil rights, the Vietnam War, feminism and 
nonviolence.

Bond’s May 18 appearance on the Mall falls 
40 years after the assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr., and 45 years after the “I Have a Dream” 
speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.

In an interview with The Hatchet, Bond said 
the Commencement address carries increased 
significance because of the energy leading up to 
the 2008 presidential election.

“(Y)oung people seem to be more involved 
in this election than in recent ones,” Bond said. 
“So (my speech) is a chance to make sure they 
remain involved not just in this election, but in 
civic affairs for the rest of their lives.”

Before the University invited him to cam-
pus, the Board of Trustees first confirmed Bond 
as an honorary degree recipient – the full list of 
which will not be released until May. 

Michael Tapscott, director of the Multicultural 
Student Services Center, said he is pleased a 
famous civil rights leader would speak at the 
University’s largest event of the year. 

“Given the nature of our times these days, 
especially after Democratic nominee Barack 
Obama’s speech about race, I couldn't imagine 
a more timely speaker,” Tapscott said.

In 1965, Bond – who also the first president 
of the Southern Poverty Law Center – made 
national news when he was at the center of a 
free speech case argued before the Supreme 
Court. The court ruled unanimously that it 
was unconstitutional for the Georgia House of 
Representatives to refuse him a seat in the legis-
lature because he opposed the Vietnam War.

He said the decision “gave people notice that 
their free speech rights would be protected.”

Bond drew criticism in 2006 when the con-
servative blog WorldNetDaily reported that in 
a speech, he said Republicans’ "idea of equal 
rights is the American flag and Confederate 
swastika flying side by side.”

Despite reports he denied the comment, he 
told The Hatchet Wednesday night that he has in 
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(Above) Sophomore Marco Chomut sprawls out on the sixth fl oor of Gelman Library, where he has been living since he was evicted 
from GW housing. (Below) Chomut stores his belongings in a locker at the Lerner Health and Wellness Center, where he showers.

by Mike Phillips
Hatchet Staff Writer

Marco Chomut usually wakes 
up at 9 a.m. to the dull roar of jani-
tors’ vacuums. While some students 
claim to live at Gelman Library be-
cause of an overbearing workload, 
he is probably the only one who is 
not exaggerating.

In early February, Chomut, a 
sophomore computer science major 
who made the dean’s list last spring, 
was evicted from his University 
housing in the West End residence 
hall. After a week of sleeping on 
friends’ couches, he said he went to 
the library and began to sleep there 
instead.

“I’d say that living in the library 

is the closest thing you can get to liv-
ing in the wild, but in a city,” Chomut 
said. “I still get confused every time I 
wake up.”

 He developed a transient life-
style, showering at the Lerner Health 
and Wellness Center each morning, 
storing his clothes, toiletries and a 
few textbooks in a locker. After class-
es and meeting up with friends, he re-
turned to a library alcove on the sixth 
floor, where he slept on the couches. 
He said only about half of his friends 
know about his daily routine.

“If somebody asks where I live, I 
tell them,” Chomut said. “It’s a little 
embarrassing, of course.”

Tara Periera, director of Student 
Judicial Services, said his sleeping 
quarters violate University policies, 

but was unable to point to any spe-
cific regulation against sleeping in 
Gelman.

 “You cannot live in Gelman,” 
Periera said. “That can’t be the place 
where you sleep.”

She added, “To be honest, we 
would be much more concerned 
about the student having a safe place 
to stay, rather than pursuing judicial 
action.”

Chomut’s troubles began dur-
ing his first semester as a freshman, 
when a registration hold was placed 
on his student account because his 
records did not verify a mandatory 
vaccination, he said. After the paper-
work cleared, he registered for classes 

Home sweet Gelman

Sophomore sleeps in the library and showers in the gym

Colonials make second consecutive Sweet 16

CVS to open in 2000 Penn.

by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer

After months of shaded win-
dows and widespread curiosity, 
CVS Pharmacy will move into 
the former Tower Records space 
at 2000 Pennsylvania Avenue.

The retailer is in the process 
of filing building permits and will 
likely open in late fall 2008, CVS 
spokesperson Mike DeAngelis 

said. They plan to begin con-
struction in the late spring or 
early summer, and will accept 
GWorld. 

University spokesperson 
Tracy Schario said Monday that 
the CVS would benefit both 
the campus and the businesses 
housed in 2000 Penn. 

“I think you have to look 
at the context of that particu-
lar space,” Schario said. “It’s in 
an office building, and while it's 
in a GW-owned building and 
in a campus environment, it’s a 
heavy mix of business customers 
first and students second.”

DeAngelis said that the new 
location will be similar to other 
CVS pharmacies in the District.

“You’ll see the typical mix of 

what we offer: health and beauty 
products, the pharmacy, general 
merchandise items,” he said.

There are already four CVS 
stores in a three-block radius of 
campus. DeAngelis said they decid-
ed to open another Foggy Bottom 
location because each one caters to 
a different customer population.

“Every market requires a dif-
ferent radius of how close stores 
are in proximity to one another 
and which different customer 
populations they are serving, so 
we took a look at this site and 
it will serve a different customer 
population than other stores,” he 
said. “Washington D.C. is an urban 
market much like Boston or New 
York City and other city markets 

Fourth store 
near campus will 
open in fall 2008

Court hears gun ban case
by Molly Curtis

Hatchet Staff Writer

A landmark Second 
Amendment case argued before 
the Supreme Court last week could 
potentially nullify a 32-year-old 
District law and affect gun owner-
ship throughout the country.

District of Columbia v. Heller 
will determine if D.C.’s ban on 
handguns is an infringement on 
citizens’ “right to keep and bear 
arms.” The justices must decide if 
the amendment guarantees indi-
viduals the right to personally own 
guns or if it implies only a collec-

tive right to form state militias.
Media outlets across the coun-

try covered the proceedings, but 
law students from GW and other 
D.C. schools wanted a closer look 
at the most significant Second 
Amendment case in over 70 years. 
While many students were drink-
ing to honor St. Patrick on March 
17, these students camped outside 
the Supreme Courthouse. 

Armed with lawn chairs and 
sleeping bags – tents were not 
allowed – more than 100 law junk-
ies braved the harsh wind and 
freezing temperatures to stand 
in line for access to the court’s 

limited public seating. Although 
there were moments of tension 
when chanting activists arrived, 
the group was mostly friendly and 
social, “like a big party,” said GW 
law student Chris Davis, who was 
in attendance.

“Some pulled all-nighters,” 
Davis said. “And those were the 
ones that were falling asleep dur-
ing the arguments in the morning, 
which was a fair amount of people 
it seemed like.”

Dick Heller, a 66-year-old 
security guard who filed the 

Supreme Court will decide legality of D.C. gun law

by Alex Byers
Contributing Editor

Standing on Smith Center’s floor after 
Wednesday’s women’s basketball practice, 
junior Jessica Adair recounted last year’s 
trip to the Sweet 16 in Dallas. She made 
an unusually ear-catching comment when 
comparing it to this year’s NCAA tourna-

ment.
“We want to make the Elite Eight,” the 

D.C. native said. “We made it to the Sweet 
16 last year and got upset by (the Univer-
sity of North Carolina).”

In reality, the Tar Heels were the top 
seed in the region and therefore the favorite 
to win. Was Adair’s comment just a slip of 
the tongue? Maybe. But it also could have 
been indicative of a mindset that the sixth-
seeded Colonials might need: that this 
team can run with anyone. That attitude 
will come in handy if they hope to knock 
off second-seeded Rutgers University this 
weekend in Greensboro, N.C. 

Toppling the Scarlet Knights will not be 
a small task. The two teams played earlier 
in the season and Rutgers walked away 
from Foggy Bottom with a 67-42 victory. 
Coach Joe McKeown said that was a game 
he tries to forget.

“I think the one thing is, you try to 

burn that film and forget about that game, 
because it’s irrelevant now from the stand-
point of where we are,” McKeown said. 
“I’m concerned about Rutgers. What I’m 
not concerned with is the game before 
Thanksgiving.”

Rutgers (26-6) is the only team to beat 
the tournament’s top-seeded University 
of Connecticut this season. The Scarlet 
Knights' leadership is embedded in four 
players who were on last year’s team, 
which lost to the University of Tennessee in 
the NCAA championship game.

Rutgers guards Epiphanny Prince and 
Matee Ajavon lead their team in scoring 
with a combined 26.1 points per game, 
while 6-foot-4 center Kia Vaughn domi-
nates the boards with 8.4 rebounds per 
contest. 

In November, GW failed to get much 

Women's basketball 
team readies for 
rematch with Rutgers

See WOMEN, p. B1

See GELMAN, p. A6

See SPEAKER, p. A6

See HANDGUNS, p. B6 See CVS, p. A6
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The Colonials beat the University of 
California in Stanford, Calif., Sunday.
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CRIMELOG

Assault

3/10/08 – Ivory Tower – 4 a.m. 
– case closed
Two male students had a ver-
bal altercation at a nightclub, 
and later began fi ghting when 
they met again in the lobby of 
Ivory Tower. One punched the 
other in the head, prompting 
witnesses to contact the Uni-
versity Police Department. By 
the time UPD and the Metro-
politan Police Department ar-
rived, the subject had left the 
scene. The alleged victim fi led 
a report with MPD.

Referred to MPD and 
Student Judicial Services

Burglary II

3/23/08 – HOVA – time 
unknown – case closed
A female student reported 
to UPD that she discovered 
$100 missing from her room 
when she came back from 
spring break.

No suspects or witnesses

Drug law violation

3/23/08 – Thurston Hall – 
8:10 p.m. – case closed
A complainant reported 
to UPD that they smelled 
a suspicious odor coming 
from a room. Officers made 
contact with the individuals 
in the room, and all three 
admitted to smoking mari-
juana in the bathroom. The 
community director on duty 

was contacted to perform 
an administrative search. 
One glass bong was confis-
cated which tested positive 
for marijuana.

Referred to SJS

Hit and run

3/14/08 – University 
Parking Garage – 5:20 
p.m. – case open
A female complainant re-
ported to UPD that a male 
individual backed his vehicle 
into her bumper while in the 
parking garage. The subject 
got out of his car, and see-
ing no apparent damage, got 
back in his vehicle and drove 
away. The complainant took 
down the subject’s license 
plate number, and MPD is 
investigating.

Open case

Illegal dumping

3/11/08 – State Depart-
ment – 11 a.m. – case 
closed
The State Department report-
ed to UPD that a lot of trash 
has been illegally dumped 
from townhouses on F Street 
into the building’s rear park-
ing lot. UPD is looking further 
into the matter.

Referred to SJS

Public drunkenness

3/20/08 – HOVA – 10:03 
p.m. – case closed
UPD offi cers found an intoxi-
cated female unconscious in 
a hallway. She had vomited 

and urinated on herself. Of-
fi cers assessed her condition 
and transported her to GW 
Hospital for further medical 
treatment. The individual was 
of legal drinking age but unaf-
fi liated with GW.
Subject barred from campus

Theft I 

3/21/08 – Media and Public 
Affairs Building – 5:20 p.m. 
– case open
A complainant reported to 
UPD that he had left his laptop 
in his offi ce unsecured for an 
hour, and when he returned 
the laptop was missing.

Open Case

Threats

3/12/08 – Medical Faculty 
Associates – 9:15 a.m. – 
case closed

A witness reported to UPD 
that a staff member and a pa-
tient had engaged in a verbal 
dispute. The witness said she 
overheard the patient say that 
she would return to the build-
ing with a gun. UPD and MPD 
responded to the scene and 
swept the building, but the 
patient did not return.

Referred to department

Unlawful entry 

3/10/08 – HOVA – 2:45 
p.m. – case closed
UPD received a report of a sus-
picious person near the build-
ing. Offi cers found a homeless 
man matching the subject’s 
description hiding in a loading 
dock. The individual had been 
barred from campus previously.

Subject arrested 

–Amy D’Onofrio

 
Thursday

GW Glitter Drag Ball
Come join in on a night of 
glitter with performances by 
professional D.C. drag queens 
and kings. 
9 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by Allied in Pride, 
SA, MCGB, PB and Colonial 
Night Cap

Friday

First Annual Student Art Gala
Program Board sponsors a 
showcase of GW student art 
ranging from a variety of 
mediums and genres. 
8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
1957 E Street, City View 
Room, seventh fl oor
Sponsored by Program Board

German Movie Night
"The Downfall,” nominated in 
2005 for an Academy Award 
depicts Hitler’s tragic
unraveling. Move in German 
with English subtitles.
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Marvin Center Amphitheater
Sponsored by the German Club

Saturday

Keep the Beat
An all-day music marathon to 
raise support for war-affected 
children around the world. 
Featuring GW musical acts 
such as Bottles/Cans, Geet, 
The Dance Party, The Sirens, 
The Pitches and many more.  
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental 
Ballroom
Sponsored by GW War Child, 
WRGW and the Student
Association

Rock the Vern Weekend: Concert 
on the Quad
Come hang out on the Mount 
Vernon quad, enjoy live music 
and paint a pet rock.
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Mount Vernon Campus Quad
Sponsored by Mount Vernon 
Campus Life

 GW HATCHET

  The board oversees the management 

of Hatchet Publications, Inc., the non-

profit organization that publishes The 

Hatchet. This is a non-paid position that 

runs from May 2008 to May 2009. Candi-

dates must be attending GW next year; 

wholly unaffiliated with The Hatchet; and 

available to attend the board’s May and 

June meetings. The board generally meets 
four times a year. This position is ideal for 
anyone who wants to gain experience over-
seeing a business and non-profit organiza-
tions. 

the
an Independent Student Newspaper

Looking for one 
 student to sit on its
 Board of Directors

Interested candidates should send resumes
to editor in chief Eric Roper by April 9 at 
eroper@gwhatchet.com
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR Gym Class Heroes will per-

form at Spring Fling on April15.
The musical group, which is 

best known for its 2006 hit song 
"Cupid's Chokehold" will play a 
free show for GW students on Uni-
versity Yard.

"In light of their recent success, 
we're excited to have Gym Class 
Heroes," said Tiffany Meehan, PB 
concerts chair. "Their impressive 
energy was highly requested and 
made them a perfect choice for 

Spring Fling and GW."
Tyga and Kidz in The Hall will 

also be perform at the event.
Spring Fling is an annual cel-

ebration with free food, games and 
giveaways in addition to a concert.

Past performers for Spring 
Fling have included Regina Spek-
tor, The Roots, Cypress Hill, The 
Bloodhound Gang and Busta 
Rhymes.

–Andrew Ramonas

Corrections
In "Society will initiate new 
members" (March 10, p. A3), The 
Hatchet erroneously reported 
that Jennifer Hilleary booked the 
Michael K. Young Faculty Confer-
ence Center in the Law School for 
the Order of the Hippo's initia-
tion. Hilleary did not reserve the 
room for the group at that time 
and the Law School would not 
comment on who reserved the 
room for that time.

In "Professor resigns without no-
tice" (March 13, p. 3), The Hatchet 
misspelled the name of sopho-
more Ethan Elser.

In "Weak dollar limits students 
studying overseas" (March 13, p. 
3), The Hatchet misrepresented 
the gender of Giavanna Palazzo-
lo.  Palazzolo is a female.

Gym Class Heroes to play Spring Fling
SNAPSHOT Candy Council

Nick Gingold/photo editor

Class Council members junior Kristen Walker and senior Mario Sansalone make cotton candy for 
students at the University's Block Party in Kogan Plaza Wednesday afternoon.
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For the most accurate and complete information about 
GW's operating schedule and emergency situations, visit

CampusAdvisories.gwu.edu
(also available as a link from the GW homepage)

or call

202-994-5050
(GW's Recorded Information Line)

The 202-994-5050 Recorded Information Line is for GW students, faculty, and staff in the
DC metropolitan area, including those at the Foggy Bottom and Mount Vernon campuses.

Specific information about the Virginia Campus is available by calling 703-726-8333.
GW Medical Center information can be found on its Web site or by calling 202-994-3501.

You also can tune into local television stations (channels 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9);
radio station WTOP, 103.5 FM; and washingtonpost.com.

Delayed Opening?
Classes Canceled?

Important Information for the GW Community

G12100

Look for the link to

by Robert Lee
Senior Staff Writer

Howard officials halted produc-
tion of the school’s student newspa-
per last week, after staff confusion 
led to thousands of dollars in un-
paid printing bills.

The Hilltop, which switched 
to daily publication in 2005, was 
founded at the historically black 
university in 1924. The paper re-
ceives university funding but staff 
members said a majority of its mon-
ey came from advertisements. Last 
week the paper owed The Wash-
ington Times – its printer – about 
$48,000, business manager Ashley 
Marshall said.

Marshall said the paper was 
unable to acquire enough advertise-
ments last summer because of fail-
ure to train new staff members since 
the paper became daily.

“When we transitioned to a 
daily paper, many staff members 
were placed in roles they were not 
trained in, and coupled with a de-
cline in print advertising, we didn’t 
have the resources or time to coun-
ter any problems,” she said.

Drew Costley, the paper’s edi-
tor, told the Black College Wire news 

service that business staff neglected 
to send invoices to advertisers, lead-
ing to much of the debt. Costley did 
not respond to several messages 
from The Hatchet.

Franklin Chambers, vice pro-
vost for student affairs at Howard, 
said the school shut the The Hilltop 
down in order to solve any ongoing 
problems and disburse the existing 
debt. 

“The board, which comprises 
students, faculty, and staff made 
the decision (to halt publication) 
in order to prevent the paper from 
incurring additional costs until the 
outstanding debt is retired,” Cham-
bers said.

He added that the paper will 
continue online publication until it 
becomes financially stable. The Web 
site has not been substantially up-
dated since March 12.

The paper’s current financial 
situation could be remedied by 
emphasizing the newspaper’s fi-
nances, Marshall said. She said she 
is optimistic that most of their debt 
would recede by the end of the aca-
demic year.

“Fortunately, the university 
and many alumni are trying to help 
us with our issues,” she said. “It’s 
important we fix the fundamental 
issues that are causing the existing 
problems.”

Frank LoMonte, executive di-
rector for the Student Press Law 
Center, a non-profit organization 
that advocates for student media, 
said while he has heard of many 
newspapers being halted by the 

administration, it was unusual for a 
newspaper to be discontinued dur-
ing a semester.

“Normally if you have a news-
paper that ceases publication, for 
financial and budget reasons or 
the like, you would expect that 
to occur at the end of a term,” he 
said. 

He added that the problems 
likely arose from a lack of commu-
nication between the newspaper 
and the university.

“It seems like a terrible commu-
nication problem between the stu-
dents and administration,” LoMon-
te said. “It’s a shame that a problem 
should come to this extreme of an 
ending.” 

Howard junior Ashley Guinn 
said she heard the newspaper’s fate 
on television and was disappointed 
to hear that she would only be able 
to read any new issues online. 

“I love the Hilltop; it’s such a 
great thing to read while passing 
the time on the walk between class-
es,” she said.

Melanie Igwe, a senior at How-
ard, said the Hilltop was an integral 
part of being a Howard student and 
she hopes it returns soon.

“I would definitely say The Hill-
top is a crucial part of our campus,” 
she said, “It keeps us informed and 
helps garner a sense of community 
here.”

While the university undergoes 
steps to bring the print edition of 
Howard’s student newspaper back, 
the Hilltop plans to continue to pub-
lish online. 

Th e Hilltop halts printing
Howard's paper 
stops printing 
due to debt

The Student Association sen-
ate approved the addition of a 
director of green initiatives to the 
SA executive on Tuesday night at 
Marvin Center.

SA President Nicole Capp 
created the green directorship 
this year, but did not make it a 
standing cabinet position. Similar 
to  the director of green initiatives 
this year, the official green cabinet 
member will be responsible for 
maintaining connections with 
campus green groups and the SA 
executive.

“We need somebody to act as 
a liaison to the organizations such 
as Green GW and will be that 
voice for the SA executive regard-
ing green initiatives,” said SA 
President-Elect Vishal Aswani.

SA Sen. Nick D’Addario 
(U-At Large), a senior, said this 
position in the SA executive cabi-

net has been a long time coming.
“I am fully in favor of this 

cabinet position,” D’Addario 
said. “It’s good to have more 
people involved in the greening 
process.”

Aswani, a junior, said he does 
not know who will fill the posi-
tion yet, however SA Sen. Matt 
Cohen (SoB-U) said the cabinet 
member should have a knowl-
edge of green issues.

The position will be open 
to all students, but an applicant 
with an understanding of green 
initiatives would be more de-
sired, Aswani said.

“You need to have somebody 
who has an understanding of the 
Foggy Bottom Association rela-
tions (in order to be successful),” 
Aswani said. “We are really try-
ing to open up this process to as 
many people as possible.”

Senior Maggie Desmond has 
been working this year as the direc-
tor of green activities between green 
groups and the SA. She said it is 
important for this cabinet position 
to be made permanent in order to 
keep the conversation about green 
issues on campus going strong. 

“I think if anything, this year 
we have made some really great 
strides at getting the conversation 
started (about green issues on 
campus)," Desmond said. "Peo-
ple are becoming more aware, 
and we are really priming our-
selves to have a greater impact 
next year or even five to 10 years 
from now.”

The deadline to apply for this 
cabinet position, as well as the 
other cabinet positions, is April 1 
at 5 p.m. A finalized cabinet will 
be released on April 8.

–Emiy Cahn

Capp adds green initiative position to SA executive
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editorial

Bringing a new 
perspective to 

Commencement
The University announced 

Monday that storied civil rights ac-
tivist and NAACP chairman Julian 
Bond will serve as this year ’s key-
note Commencement speaker on 
the National Mall. After consider-
able protests last spring due to the 
University’s decision to choose for-
mer University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg as the keynote 
speaker, this page applauds admin-
istrators' efforts to select a speaker 
from outside of the University walls 
who could add a perspective to this 
year ’s exercises.

With Trachtenberg's selection 
last spring, this page argued that 
students were denied exposure be-
yond that of the ultimate GW in-
sider. Conversely, this year students 

will hear 
words from 
a civil rights 
leader who 
helped found 
the Student 
N o n v i o l e n t 
Coordinating 
C o m m i t t e e 
and serves 
as president 
emeritus of 
the Southern 
Poverty Law 
Center. Al-
though not 
a celebrity 
in the tradi-
tional sense, 
Bond brings 
valuable les-
sons to share 
with the GW 
c o m m u n i t y. 
Bond has ex-
p e r i e n c e d 
and shaped 
d e f i n i t i v e 
moments of 

American history and continues to 
be a successful leader in our world. 

As such, his résumé bolsters the 
idealism commencement speakers 
traditionally impart upon gradu-
ating students preparing to em-
bark on their own journeys. Bond 
personifies an individual who has 
taken major risks in his life – we ho-
pethat his successes will inspire the 
graduating class to do the same.

Of course, some of these risks 
will undoubtedly have consequenc-
es. Bond has captured headlines all 
over the country with his contro-
versial comments regarding con-
servatives. But as any influential 
leader who openly addresses and 
challenges taboos across the nation, 
he is bound to be controversial. 
Hopefully, those who are unhappy 
with the University’s decision will 
voice their dissension in a respect-
ful manner. 

We hope that the Commence-
ment stage does not serve as Bond’s 
personal pulpit. Instead, we look to 
him to use his knowledge as an ex-
ample of what a person can achieve 
if they follow their inspiration and 
impart new perspectives on GW 
students. Graduating students and 
their families have been waiting 
years for this day. It is only fair to 
these students and their loved ones 
that the keynote address brings the 
class together.

When the graduates swarm the 
National Mall in May they will be 
leaving behind a year at GW char-
acterized by racially and ethnically 
influenced controversies. If Bond ef-
fectively shares his experiences and 
wisdom with the next generation, 
he will be an important speaker 
who provides the outside perspec-
tive invaluable to this year ’s gradu-
ates. While not without controversy, 
the administration’s decision took 
to heart criticisms regarding last 
year ’s debacle and has secured a 
speaker who will expose students 
to life outside Foggy Bottom.  

In the coming weeks, high school 
seniors in the U.S. and abroad will 
receive an ornate acceptance letter 
from GW. While completing their 
applications, some students might 
have been surprised by the request 
for “AP/IB scores,” unaware of the 
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International Baccalaureate alterna-
tive to Advanced Placement exams. 
AP students are well represented 
at GW, while IB gradu-
ates account for a small 
but growing fraction of the 
study body. If GW wants 
to increase the number and 
quality of students that 
accept their ornate invi-
tation, then the University must 
improve their woefully inadequate 
provisions for IB graduates.

According to an article last 
month in The Hatchet, officials 
believe accepting too many AP and 
IB credits “dilutes the quality of 
education this University offers.” 
Yet developing more specific and 
generous policies toward IB credit 
will not undermine GW or devalue 
its education. Such a change cor-
responds to the objectives of the 
University: it will attract new and 
diverse students, increase the qual-

ity of the student body, emphasize 
the University’s commitment to 
global standards and put GW on par 
with other prestigious universities, 
all while giving students more time 
to pursue advanced coursework. 

In contrast to the à la carte 
approach to AP classes, the IB 
Diploma Program is a full curricu-
lum of six classes, some of which 

span two years; it is the 
scores for these classes 
that most universities 
recognize. However, 
IB students must also 
complete the Theory 
of Knowledge class; 

many hours of community service, 
athletics and creative activity; and 
a 4,000 word Extended Essay. If 
students fail to complete any of these 
requirements, even if they earn pass-
ing scores on their exams, they do 
not receive the IB Diploma. Failure 
to understand these and other differ-
ences between IB and AP causes uni-
versities to allocate IB credit based on 
incompatible policies designed for 
AP credit, devaluing the efforts of IB 
graduates.

GW’s credit policies demonstrate 
a bias towards AP students. The 

University theoretically grants credit 
for 43 IB courses; of these, 42 yield 
elective credit only and one allows 
advanced placement. In contrast, of 
the 32 AP examinations accepted for 
credit, all 32 allow the student to 
place out of a corresponding class. 
This disparity is nothing short of 
discrimination against a minority of 
motivated and successful intellectu-
als. It is this inequality that “dilutes 
the quality of education” at GW and 
questions its commitment to stu-
dents.

Other notable schools have more 
specific, well-researched and gener-
ous IB policies. The University of 
Southern California clearly separates 
its IB policies from its AP policies, 
and does so in a relatively fair man-
ner. Dartmouth College’s policy does 
not specify the credit given for IB 
courses; rather, a portion of credit 
allocations are “subject to depart-
mental determinations” and discus-
sion about advanced credit is encour-
aged. This combination of general 
regulation and case-by-case decisions 
is a kind of individual attention and 
flexibility not matched by GW.

The greatest benefit to improv-
ing GW’s IB policies – and award-

ing more, not less, credit – is the 
increased ability for students to pur-
sue more advanced coursework. The 
desire to gain more IB credit is the 
desire to be adequately recognized 
for work already completed and tal-
ent already proven, the desire to 
work efficiently and purposefully, 
the desire to reconcile one’s limited 
time with one’s unlimited talents. It 
is the desire to make the best use of a 
student’s eight semesters at GW and 
of the corresponding tuition money. 

For a University so concerned 
with its rankings, ability to attract 
new students and international 
affairs, it is appalling that GW has so 
little concern for IB graduates. I am 
confident that a more generous poli-
cy will not be abused to avoid work, 
but instead to pursue more meaning-
ful experiences at GW, in D.C. and 
abroad. It will take more than an 
ornate acceptance letter to attract the 
world’s best students to GW; it will 
require a complete reevaluation of 
credit policies and the recognition of 
IB graduates as valued members of 
the community.

–The writer is a freshman majoring 
in English.

Policy change needed to attract better students 
Don't punish IB students

k it's an outrage after putting so much money in this University and seeing the ““amazing individuals that are brought here, that our send-away message is someone ““who encompasses bigotry and basically equates every single Republican with a Nazi."

–Sergio Gor, the president of the GW chapter of the Young America’s 

Foundation, on the selection of Julian Bond as this year’s Commencement 

speaker.p

CALDER 
STEMBEL

As students return from spring break, the end of the semester grows 
imminent and Commencement begins wearing on seniors’ minds. On 
Monday, the University announced the keynote speaker for this year’s 
ceremony – Julian Bond, the chairman of the NAACP. The Pulse hit the 
streets to gauge campus opinion regarding the University’s selection. 

Gauging GW’s reactions to today’s issues
by Josh Akman | photos by Kathleen Kuever, Hatchet photographer

In selecting a Commencement 
speaker, a university should seek 
to choose an individual who stands 
above the divides that are too 
often visible in society. This indi-
vidual should have the inherent 
ability to transcend the political, 
racial and socio-eco-
nomic differences of 
a diverse graduating 
class in order to pro-
vide credible words 
of guidance, inspi-
ration and wisdom. 
Sadly, in choosing 
Julian Bond as the 
keynote speaker at 
Commencement, our University 
has failed to do this.

Bond, the chairman of the 
NAACP, is not just a critic of 
the Republican Party – he spews 
hatred toward our party in a per-
verse and stereotypical way. It is 
unfortunate that a University with 
such wide global reach would 
turn to a man whose intolerance 
reportedly led him to compare 
the Republican Party to both the 
Nazis and the Taliban, and whose 
narrow-mindedness led him to 
claim that we only appeal to the 
“dark underside of American cul-
ture, to the minority of Americans 
who reject democracy and equal-
ity.” These comments are offensive 
and we are disappointed that the 
University has chosen to invite 
such a divisive individual to deliv-
er its most prestigious address.

Beyond the offense of Bond’s 
words, his statements neglect the 
strong record of the Republican 
Party on issues involving race. 
The Republican Party was found-
ed with the purpose of eliminat-
ing slavery. Abraham Lincoln, the 
first president of the Republican 
Party, emancipated all slaves in 
1863. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 
had more Republican votes than 
Democratic votes in Congress even 
though Democrats were in control. 
President George W. Bush is the first 
President to have a black man and 
a black woman serve as Secretary 
of State – the highest cabinet posi-
tion in our government.  Instead of 
praising these successes in racial 
equality, Bond has dismissed these 
appointments as merely “kinds of 
human shields against any criticism 
of (the Republican Party) record on 
civil rights.”

Furthermore, the policies cham-

pioned by the Republican Party 
under the leadership of President 
Bush have particularly benefited 
black Americans. President Bush’s 
policies created an economy in 
which minority home-ownership 
is at an all-time high, nearly 

closing the minor-
ity home ownership 
gap. Contrary to 
Democratic asser-
tions that the Bush 
tax cuts only ben-
efit the wealthy, the 
tax cuts actually 
enabled 3.8 million 

low-income black 
Americans to avoid paying any 
federal income taxes.

We recognize that finding a 
Commencement speaker whose 
views are exactly parallel to every 
member of the GW community 
is impossible. We do not demand 
that only a Republican leader 
deliver the keynote this May.  
We are, however, severely disap-
pointed that the University would 
grant such a momentous speech 
to such an unnecessarily divisive 
speaker.  Inviting a respected 
statesman of liberal orthodoxy 
such as Senator Joe Biden or 
former Virginia Governor Mark 
Warner, a GW alum, would have 
been a respectable decision. While 
we have strong differences with 
their policies, we can appreciate 
their wisdom as long-time public 
servants who do not hold unin-
hibited hatred toward those with 
conservative beliefs.

With all due respect to 
University President Steven Knapp,  
Bond has not won the “admiration 
of our faculty, students and trust-
ees,” and extending the invitation 
to Bond to be this year’s keynote 
speaker at Commencement does 
not “honor our university,” nor 
does it honor the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. on the 40th 
anniversary of his death.  Unlike 
the hatred preached by Bond, Dr. 
King advanced racial equality 
with positive, thought-provoking 
speech, and to equate the work 
and the lives of these two men is 
an insult to the legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

–The writers are seniors and the 
chairman and director of public rela-
tions of the GW College Republicans, 

respectively.

Grad speaker is a 
divisive choice

“It should be interesting, especially in light of 
what's been happening in the campaign and 
what happened here at GW.”

Andrew Miller
senior, Columbian College

“This shows that we are the one university in Wash-
ington D.C. that can bring such notable speakers to 
campus. I look forward to seeing if the University 
can strike a fair balance by acknowledging people 
from the sciences with honorary degrees as well.”

Vishal Aswani, SA President-Elect
junior, SEAS 

“At least he’s better than Trachtenberg.”

Andrew Baca
senior, Columbian College

“I think it’s a good step in light of what hap-
pened early in this school year.  Also, it’s been 
40 years since the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  I’m all for it.” 

Dave Boyajian
junior, Columbian College

“It’s nice that it is someone with a different per-
spective. I’m interested to see if they bring their 
own agenda.  I hope not.  It should be about the 
students.”

Beth Cash
freshman, Columbian College

This page 
applauds 
administra-
tors' efforts 
to select a 
speaker from 
outside of 
the University 
walls who 
could add 
perspective 
to this year’s 
exercises.

CHRIS BROOKS
AND  

PETER GLESSING

Interested in becoming a Hatchet...    columnist? Cartoonist? 

Email

opinions@gwhatchet.com 
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by Madeleine Morgenstern
Hatchet Staff Writer

Conducting a readership 
survey is one of the first goals 
Eric Roper hopes to accom-
plish when he takes over as 
The Hatchet’s editor in chief 
in May.

Current metro news editor 
Roper, a junior, said he thinks 
the paper can improve with 
more feedback from its main 
audience.

“(We want to know) where 
we as an organization are go-
ing, and to make sure we are 
relevant (to readers),” Roper 
said. 

Earlier this month the staff 
elected Roper, a New York 
City native, as The Hatchet’s 
next editor in chief, pending 
approval from newspaper’s 
Board of Directors. The pro-
motion will fulfill a goal that 
Roper said he has had since his 
freshman year.

Jake Sherman, a senior and 

the paper’s current editor in 
chief, said Roper is a seasoned 
hard worker with a genuine 
commitment to and enthusi-
asm for The Hatchet.

“He’s a really good report-
er with a real drive to break 
news,” Sherman said. “He’s a 
very good people person.”

A Hatchet reporter since 
his first semester at GW, Roper 
opted not to cover a beat – 
consistent coverage of a single 
news topic – and instead was 
a general assignment reporter, 
taking as many different kinds 
of article assignments as he 
could.  He said he wanted to 
have a broad spectrum of jour-
nalism experience.

“I want to impart what I’ve 
learned over my years here,” 
Roper said. “I’ve been taught a 
lot about the process to put out 
the best product.”

From his collegiate jour-
pp

nalism career, Roper got 
to know The Hatchet well 
enough to identify the keys 

to keeping it successful next 
year. Staff motivation, he 
said, is of paramount impor-
tance.  

“I hope to keep our writ-
ers involved with the paper 
in as many ways as possible, 
especially in the office," Rop-
er said. "Keeping both the 
writing staff and editors en-
ergized will only benefit our 
final product."

Roper said he hopes to 
strengthen The Hatchet’s foun-
dation by exposing writers to 
a variety of news reporting ex-
perience. “I want to foster the 
intrinsic value of writing for 
the paper,” he said. 

The ebullient, lanky and 
curly-haired Roper founded 
a radio station at the Taft, his 
high school boarding school 
in Connecticut. Though he 
worked on the school pa-
per too, radio was where he 
thought he belonged, he said. 
Upon entering college, he real-
ized that print journalism was 

his true calling. 
“My first story (at The 

Hatchet) got the front page,” 
Roper said.  “I kept writing.”

In his current role as the 
paper’s metro news editor, 
Roper has developed a pen-
chant for covering D.C. crime 
and lawsuits. As a writer, he 
enjoyed working on several 
in-depth enterprise pieces on 
a range of topics. One such 
enterprise project was a series 
of stories on the increased use 
of Facebook, a series that re-
cently earned him a top-three 
finish in the in-depth report-
ing category of the Society of 
Professional Journalists’ Mark 
of Excellence award. 

Roper plans to live in D.C. 
this summer to work for The 
Hatchet and establish some of 
his major initiatives before the 
start of the academic year. He 
said he also plans to continue 
expanding and improving The 
Hatchet’s Web and multimedia 
content, efforts which Sher-

man focused heavily on this 
past year.

“Web production is quick-
ly becoming more and more 
unique for us … we have to 
make sure to keep our energy 
there,” Roper said. 

GW alumna Kaitlyn Jah-
rling, Roper’s former editor, 
said she is content to see Roper 
in such an important and pres-

tigious position. 
“He brings an incredible 

passion for news and journal-
ism. He always had high en-
ergy for getting stories done 
right,” Jahrling said. “He has 
a good understanding of what 
the position involves, (and) 
there are many exciting ideas 
in his platform that I hope to 
see come to fruition.”

Th e Hatchet elects Roper editor 
Metro news editor cites readership as top priority

The number of Hispanic fac-
ulty at GW increased by 33 per-
cent over the past two years while 
numbers of female and black fac-
ulty remained stagnant, according 
to a report released at a Faculty 
Senate meeting this month.

“I don’t think the numbers 
reflect a lack of effort to recruit 
women and minority faculty, 
rather that it’s a competitive 
market with many schools look-
ing to diversify their faculty as 
well,” said School of Business 
Dean Susan  Phillips.   

The number of female faculty 
at GW increased by almost 50 per-
cent over the past 10 years and the 
number of minority faculty has in-
creased by 83 percent over the same 
period, according to the report.

“It’s clear that there is an 
evolution that is occurring in re-
gards to faculty gender and race 

here at the University, especially 
if you look at the senior and ju-
nior professors,” said Executive 
Vice President for Academic Af-
fairs Donald Lehman.

Compared to nine local in-
stitutions, GW’s percentage of 
female faculty was the fifth high-
est, while its percentage of facul-
ty of color was the third highest. 

Lehman noted the faculty’s 
composition still does not reflect 
the student body. Nineteen per-
cent of GW’s faculty is made up 
of minority professors. 

Joe Cordes, director of the 
School of Public Policy and Pub-
lic Administration sair, "based on 
the research I have done, having 
a diverse group of people does 
give you a superior outcome. 
Diversity of perspectives is valu-
able in its own right."  

–Eric Thibault

Hispanic faculty up at GW

Nick Gingold/photo editor

Eric Roper, seen above hard at work as The Hatchet's metro 
news editor, will assume his position as editor in chief in May. 
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February 2007 for the spring 2007 semester, Cho-
mut said.

He said he relies on a University scholarship 
and federal loans to pay tuition, but was unable to 
claim the money because he was not registered for 
classes by the start of the spring 2007 semester.

Due to privacy regulations, GW officials are 
unable to comment on a specific student’s financial 
situation. But Dan Small, director of student finan-
cial assistance, said if the student is not registered 
by the second or third week of a given semester, 
the office assumes they are not enrolled and noti-
fies them that the scholarship will be cancelled.

“I have piles of students applying for aid be-
cause mom and dad have lost their jobs,” Small 
said. “(If) I have a bit of money that I haven’t dis-
tributed, I want to try to help them out.”Chomut 
said he did not discover he had lost the scholar-
ship until April 2007. He spoke to officials at the 
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, who 
told him the problem would be resolved. But when 
the semester ended in May, Chomut found out he 
would have to file an appeal to have his scholar-
ship reinstated, he said.

Over the summer Chomut said he frequently 
checked on his appeal, both in person and via e-
mail. He said he never received a response to his 
e-mails and that at each of his visits he was told the 
appeal was still pending.

In October, five months after his appeal began, 
he finally got word that his University scholarship 
had been reinstated, but was told that he had just 

missed the deadline to apply for federal loans, 
Chomut said. As a result, he had to apply for a pri-
vate loan to cover the remainder of his expenses.

“If it was caught sooner, it wouldn’t have been 
a problem,” Small said. He added that most ap-
peals take two to three weeks.

In December, Chomut’s private loan was ap-
proved, but was $5,000 short of the amount he 
needed.  The University notified him that it re-
ferred the matter to a collection agency, and helped 
him craft a debt repayment plan that lasted through 
mid-February of this year, he said.

Unable to register for the spring 2008 semester 
because of his loan problems, Chomut still attend-
ed classes while waiting for the hold on his account 
to be released. But when housing officials noticed 
he was not registered, he was evicted.

“It’s unfortunate he found himself in the situa-
tion he’s in,” said Seth Weinshel, director of hous-
ing assignments. “But there are rights and respon-
sibilities that a student has. If you don’t meet those 
responsibilities, you don't have some of those 
rights. Students must be in good financial standing 
and registered for classes.”

University officials interviewed repeatedly ref-
erenced notifications and letters they said Chomut 
should have received. Chomut said for the most 
part he did not receive these, but readily admits he 
could have done more to understand the ramifica-
tions of his situation. He described the situation as 
a “comedy of errors.”

“If I had been really on the ball, going in every 
day to talk to them, it probably would’t have been 
this huge snow balling problem that it became,” 
Chomut said. “But it’s certainly been an eye-open-
er, to fend for yourself and think carefully about 
how you’re going to live day by day.” 

GELMAN
from p. A1

fact said it several times, but about conserva-
tive “political forces” rather than Republicans. 

“What I’m saying in that statement is that 
there are people who believe that these two things 
are equal and they certainly are not,” Bond said.

Senior Sergio Gor, president of the GW 
chapter of Young America’s Foundation, a 
conservative student group, said he is very 
disappointed with the University’s choice for 
Commencement speaker. Other conservative 
groups, such as the College Republicans, have 
also expressed their dismay at the choice.

“I think it's an outrage after putting so 
much money in this University and seeing the 
amazing individuals that are brought here, 
that our send-away message is someone who 
encompasses bigotry and basically equates 
every single Republican with a Nazi,” Gor 
said.

In addition to the Georgia House of 
Representatives, Bond also served in the 
Georgia Senate and ran unsuccessfully for the 
U.S. House of Representatives. He serves on 
several corporate boards and is a distinguished 
professor at American University and a profes-
sor in history at the University of Virginia. 

–Jake Sherman contributed to this report.

SPEAKER
from p. A1

where you have stores in 
closer proximity to one 
another when there are dif-
ferent travel patterns of cus-
tomers.”

DeAngelis said the cus-
tomer population whichthe 
new CVS will cater to is “a 
combination of people who 
work in the area and peo-
ple who go to school in the 
area.” 

Student Association 
President-elect Vishal 
Aswani said he supports 
CVS moving into the space.

“I do support seeing a 
CVS there just because as 
a GWorld vendor – as a 
partner in the GWorld pro-
gram – it’s just a significant 
opportunity for students to 
use their Colonial Cash there 
at a resource that is kind 
of multi-purpose,” Aswani 
said.

He added that this CVS 

would be more convenient 
than other locations in the 
area because of its proxim-
ity to GW’s non-undergrad-
uate population, including 
law school students and the 
Marvin Center staff.

“What’s going to be a 
great thing about having 
that CVS there, because it’s a 
GWorld partner, it will help 
educate the graduate school 
population on the advan-
tages of using GWorld,” 
Aswani said.

SA President Nicole 
Capp previously said that 
she had asked the admin-
istration to consider replac-
ing the venue with a Barnes 
and Noble bookstore, but 
was told there would not be 
enough space. She declined 
to comment on the final 
decision.

While students could 
make suggestions to the SA 
dining services commis-
sion, Schario said there was 
no formal survey taken of 
what students wanted in the 
space. 

CVS
from p. A1
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by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer

Improving dining services and 
building a stronger University com-
munity in Foggy Bottom will be the 
centerpiece of next year’s Student As-
sociation executive.

SA President-elect Vishal Aswani 
and Executive Vice President-elect 
Kyle Boyer did not run together on a 
slate, but both campaigned on extend-
ing hours at J Street and eliminating 
the food court’s mandatory spending 
requirements of $1,400 per year for 
freshmen and $500 per year for soph-
omores. Aswani said these goals are 
only at the beginning of his plans for 
GW’s main dining venue.

“J Street has short-term goals, 
like extending the hours to include 
weekends … but there are also the 
long term goals,” said Aswani, a ju-
nior. “(Long-term goals) focus on one 
day, whether it be one year, five years, 
even 10 years down the road to see a 
privatization or the end of the con-
tract with Sodexho.” 

Boyer also said his main priority 
is working out the issues currently 
plaguing the J Street venue.

“I think my number one priority 
will be improving dining and J Street 
issues on campus,” said Boyer, a 
sophomore. “Vishal and myself have 
both been vocal with our desires to 
see J Street privatized.”

The president-elect and EVP-elect 
said they also want to build a stronger 
sense of community on campus.

This was a key pillar in Aswani's 
platform. 

“The SA should lead a compre-
hensive effort aimed at making the 
campus a more attractive and inviting 
space that can strengthen the bond 
among students,” Aswani said in his 
platform. “Just because there is so 
much going on outside Foggy Bottom 
doesn’t mean we can’t create a stron-
ger community on campus.”

In order to build that strong com-
munity, Aswani said he is going to 
create an online test bank, start a Web 
site for student organizations to find 
corporate sponsors for events and es-
tablish a Web portal for students to 
find tutoring.

All of this, Aswani said, will be ad-
vertised to students through e-mails 
and student organization listservs, as 
well as through house staff in the resi-
dence halls.

“We have upwards of 7 to 8,000 

undergrads who live on campus, and 
house staff is their life,” Aswani said. 
“When you are in your room and you 
get an e-mail from your House Proc-
tor, or you are walking in your hall-
way and you see a bulletin board, and 
on that bulletin board and you see a 
flyer to apply for the (SA executive) 
cabinet, there is a lot more weight and 
a lot more validity to it.”

Boyer, who was the SA assistant 
vice president for community affairs, 
worked this year to reduce Metro fares 
for university students in the District. 
He said he would continue to work 
on the project next year and elicit the 
support of University administrators 
to move forward.

“I will continue to oversee the 
Metro initiative, which is thankfully 
in a phase that requires less student 
activity and more administrator activ-
ity,” Boyer said.

Since securing their positions for 
next year, Aswani and Boyer have 
been working to form their cabinet 
for next year. Aswani said the cabi-
net will be finalized on April 8 after a 
series of interviews with prospective 
members.

Aswani became the SA president 
after winning the runoff election on 
March 13. He received 55 percent of 
the vote, beating out SA Sen. Kevin 
Kozlowski (U-at-Large), who gar-
nered 45 percent.

Boyer won in the general elec-
tion on February 28. He received 53 
percent of the vote. Both Aswani and 
Boyer will be sworn in on May 1 at the 
SA transition luncheon. 

Incoming SA president and EVP want to extend J Street hours and eliminate mandatory spending

by Husna Kazmir
Hatchet Reporter

Renovations of the former 
DJ’s Fastbreak building is slated 
for completion by the end of April 
after the University received a 
permit this month to turn the 
former diner into student space 
and EMeRG headquarters.

The building at 2145 G St. 
previously housed DJ’s Fast-
break until the restaurant’s 
lease expired last spring. Plans 
for the building were an-
nounced in November, but GW 
officials are still unsure what 
type of student space the for-
mer restaurant will contain. 

Renovations to the build-
ing's first and second floor will 
cost about $34,000, according 
to a building permit obtained 
by The Hatchet. A second per-
mit indicated that some reno-
vations will include electrical 
work.

Helen Cannaday Saulny, 
the assistant vice president of 
Student and Academic Sup-
port Services, said students 
have expressed interest for the 
sale of spirit and Greek-letter 
paraphernalia, programming 
related to supporting athletic 
contests and spirit activities. 
There is a proposal to outfit 
the space with flat-screen TVs, 
vending machines and com-
fortable seating for students.

Initial plans for the student 
space included a student-run 
spirit gear store, but the plan 
was scrapped because of “an-
ticipated legal issues” with 

the company that would help 
manage the store, junior and 
Student Association President 
Nicole Capp said.

Alicia O’Neil, director of 
real estate planning and devel-
opment, said construction is 
moving ahead despite the ab-
sence of definite plans for the 
student space, which will be on 
the first floor of the building.

“Plans remain for there to 
be a student space on the first 
floor, though the ultimate form 
of that space is under the pur-
view of SASS,” O’Neil said.

She added, “First floor ren-
ovations will include demoli-
tion of existing kitchen equip-
ment, floor and wall tile, and 
drop ceiling, installation of 
new carpet, construction of an 
(handicap) bathroom.”

Marc Berenson, EMeRG 
coordinator and University 
Police Department employee, 
said EMeRG will not begin to 
move supplies into the second 
floor of the G Street building 
until they receive clearance 
from the Office of Real Estate 
Planning and Development. 
EMeRG headquarters are now 
located in the basement of the 
Marvin Center. 

“We’re hoping that EMeRG 
will be there in the near fu-
ture,” Berenson said.

He added, “It will have an 
office. It will also have a spe-
cial supply closet. It will be 
similar to the space we have 
now, a little bit larger. How-
ever, we’re still finalizing our 
plans.” 

Aswani and Boyer hope to improve dining services

Viktors Dindzans/Hatchet staff photographer

SA President-elect Vashal Aswani celebrates his victory with supporters, 
including former opponent Tarek Al-Hariri. 

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Since the University recieved a building permit, it has started 
renovations of the DJ's Fastbreak building.

Fastbreak space 
under construction

“I think my number one 

priority will be improv-

ing dining and J Street 

issues on campus.”

KYLE BOYER
STUDENT ASSOCIATION  E

VP-ELECT
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How sweet it is
Women's basketball dances into second weekend of NCAA tournament

Back to business 
as usual

by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer

After a women’s bas-
ketball team prac-
tice Wednesday 
afternoon, seniors 

Sarah-Jo Lawrence and Kim 
Beck and junior Jessica Adair ap-
peared calm and poised as they 
made their rounds speaking with 
the media. The floor of Smith 
Center was largely silent save 
their interviews, muffled side 
conversations and a persistent 
background buzzing emanating 
from the rafters.

It was a scene unlike that 
in which they had last been ob-
served – the euphoric aftermath 
of Monday night’s improbable 
comeback victory over the Uni-
versity of California that pro-
pelled GW into its second con-
secutive Sweet 16. Lawrence’s 
buzzer-beating put-back inspired 
an impromptu group celebration 
near mid-court, the Colonials 
jumping and embracing as the 
officials ensured that the bucket 
counted.

But it was back to business 
in Foggy Bottom, the merriment 
giving way to focus and last 
weekend’s memories shifting 
into preparation for this week-
end’s tilt with Rutgers University 
in Greensboro, N.C.

“It was very exciting,” Law-
rence said of Monday’s finish. “I 
think it’s kind of died down and 
we’re now focused on the next 
game we have.”

Head coach Joe McKeown 
said one of the biggest things he 
and his team took from the dra-
matic win was the composure 
his team showed with its collec-
tive back to the wall. GW was 
down eight points at the half and 
trailed Cal for the majority of the 
contest.

“I think it just gives you con-
fidence, knowing you can come 
from behind,” he said. “Hope-
fully that will carry over. Once 
you hit the floor on Sunday, all 
that goes out the window and 
you play the next team.”

Adair said her team’s resil-
iency did not surprise her, but 
that she hopes it is not needed as 
heavily in the next round.

“I’ve always felt like if we’re 
ever down, we’re a battling 
team,” Adair said. “Hopefully 

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Senior Kim Beck gets poked in the eye by the University of California's Lauren Greif during the fi rst half of Monday's second-round NCAA tournament game. Grief 
was called for a foul but Beck, who was injured on the play, could not shoot the free throws. Beck returned to the game and the Colonials won, 55-53.

of anything going its way. Rutgers had 
an eight-point lead after 10 minutes and 
led by 17 points at the break. The Colo-
nials went 1-of-15 from the field in one 
span during the half, while Prince and 
Ajavon went a combined 7-of-10 from 
three-point range for the game.

This time around, it will be espe-

cially important for GW (27-6) to have a 
strong start, Adair said.

“In this game in particular it’s very 
important because once they get a lead 
it’s hard to catch up with them,” she 
said. “They run the ball, and usually in 
games we’re used to being the team that 
runs the ball.” 

Adair also recognized that there is 
less room for error this time around, 
saying GW’s preparations for the Scar-
let Knights have been “more intense.”

On the court, senior Kim Beck, the 
team’s floor leader, said GW will need 

to knock the Scarlet Knights off their 
game and keep Rutgers from dictating 
play.

“That’s what we didn’t do last time,” 
she said. “We didn’t make them uncom-
fortable and let them do and run what-
ever they wanted when they wanted to. 
We have to push up on them and make 
them take shots that they’re not used to 
taking.”

Two teams from outside of the top 
10 have been able to slay the scarlet 
dragon this season. Sunday at 2:30 p.m., 
GW will try to become the third. 

WOMEN
from p. A1

"I’m concerned about 
Rutgers. What I’m not 
concerned with is the 

game before Thanksgiving.”

JOE MCKEOWN
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL COACH

Tim Gowa/Hatchet staff photographer

Nationals Park is the new home of the Washington Nationals. The GW baseball team played at the venue last Saturday in a 9-4 
win over Saint Joseph's, the fi rst game to be played at the park. The Nats open their season at home on Sunday.

New ballpark gets 
mixed review

See RUTGERS, p. B2

This Saturday I was one of 
about 2,000 witnesses to the first 
baseball game ever played at 
Major League Baseball’s newest 
venue, Nationals Park. GW’s base-
ball team hosted Saint Joseph’s in 
Southeast so stadium owners had a 
chance to test 
operations in 
the recently 
completed 
40,000 capac-
ity stadium. 

The Co-
lonials de-
feated the 
Hawks 9-4, but for most of the fans 
attending the game, the real point 
of the day was to get an excit-
ing first look at the new ballpark. 
Hailed by many as the center-
piece to the transformation of the 
Anacostia waterfront, the stadium 
will certainly do some great things 
for the Nationals and for the sur-
rounding community. As a base-
ball fan, though, I have to say the 
stadium does not live up to the 
lofty expectations set forth by the 

city and the team.
The first problem that emerges 

after entering the seating section is 
the view from the seats. Fenway 
Park has the Green Monster, Bal-
timore has a historic warehouse 
incorporated into the stadium, and 
at Dodger Stadium you can look 
off into the beautiful southern Cali-
fornia hills. But at Nationals Park 
fans are treated the site of two de-
lightful parking garages – soon to 
be completed. The point of having 
an open concourse in the outfield 
is normally to allow for either a 
great view or for a spacious setting 
for a festival environment.

Perhaps my biggest complaint 
is that the stadium does not have 
a unique personality. The dimen-
sions of the outfield, for example, 
are very standard and nothing re-
ally stands out. While they plan to 
plant cherry trees in the outfield, 
the trees will be in the middle of 
center field and may cause a lot of 
problems for hitters. 

See ROMANO, p. B2

photos by Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer
With the game tied at 53 with less than  fi ve seconds left, senior Sarah-Jo Lawrence scored a buzzer-beating putback off of Kim Beck's airball to send GW to the Sweet 16 for the second year in a row.

ROSS

ROMANO

CHIN MUSIC



SPOTLIGHT ON RUTGERS: OUT-OF-CONFERENCE OPPONENTS

The Scarlet Knights, who are 26-6, played the second-toughest schedule in college basketball this 
season, according to realtimeRPI.com. Here are just a few of the teams they faced this season:

Team  Record Conference Result          NCAA seed  Status
Stanford  32-3 Pac-10  L, 60-58  No. 2  In Sweet 16
LSU  29-9 SEC  W, 45-43  No. 2  In Sweet 16
Duke  25-9 ACC  L, 49-44  No. 2  In Sweet 16
California  27-7 Pac-10  W, 56-51  No. 3            Lost in second round
Tennessee 32-2 SEC  L, 59-58  No. 1  In Sweet 16

Rutgers also plays in the ultra-competitive Big East, which put seven of its 14 teams into 
the NCAA tournament. Here’s how the team fared in its conference, and which op-
ponents are in the Big Dance:

 Beat: St. John’s, Marquette, Seton Hall, Georgetown, Louisville,
 Cincinnati, Villanova, Pittsburgh (NCAA), Connecticut (NCAA), South
 Florida, Notre Dame (NCAA), Providence, DePaul (NCAA), Syracuse (NCAA).
 Lost to: West Virginia (NCAA), Connecticut (NCAA), Louisville.

Scarlet Knights up next
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Beyond its flaws, there remains plenty of good 
about the new park, beginning with the fact that 
this stadium – unlike RFK stadium – was built for 
baseball, not football. The Jumbotron in right 
centerfi eld is a highlight of the ballpark. Not only is it 
the largest video screen in the major leagues, but the 
picture quality is stunningly crisp. There are also two 
other screens, including one on the right fi eld wall.

The new park will also have great advantages 
for the team and the area. 
As was the case for the fi rst 
two years after PNC Park 
opened in Pittsburgh, it 
will draw tons of fans to the 
games because of the nov-
elty, giving the team time 
to develop a solid fan base 
while building the squad 
into a playoff contender. It will also be great for the 
Southeast D.C. community, as it will attract better 
venues and businesses to the area and be the leader 
in the transformation of the Anacostia riverfront. 

Upon my departure from Nationals Park, I came 
to two conclusions about the new venue: for baseball 
here, there is still work to be done, but for D.C., this is 
a big step in the right direction. 

we don’t get down (against 
Rutgers) and don’t have to 
battle back. But if we do, I have 
confidence we’ll be able to step 
up to the plate.”

Sunday’s game in Greens-
boro, in the same gym in which 
the men’s team lost to Duke 
University in 2006, will be the 
Colonials’ fourth Sweet 16 ap-
pearance in program history 
and will mark the first time GW 
has ever made it to the NCAA 
tournament’s second weekend 
in back-to-back seasons. It is an 
accomplishment that will join a 
host of others accumulated by 
this year’s senior class, a group 
Lawrence said will look to ex-
tend its collegiate careers as 
they take the court this week-
end.

“We have to play every 
possession, every game, every 
minute like it’s our last,” she 
said. “We’re really giving it our 
all, and we’re going to give it 
our best shot because this is 
our last chance with this team.

Beck, who with Lawrence 
and forwards Whitney Allen 
and Lora Mitchell round out 
the graduating class, acknowl-
edged the accomplishment of 
the present but continued the 
trend of emphasizing the fu-
ture.

“It’s a great feeling – it’s 
where you want to be,” Beck 
said. “We’re happy to be here, 
but we’re not satisfied. We 
want to keep going.”

ROMANO
from p. B1

photos by Tim Gowa/Hatchet staff photographer

The outfi eld Jumbotron (above) is a centerpiece of the Nationals Park in Southeast D.C.   It boasts 
expanded concourses and a view of the Capitol.

THE FANTASTIC FOUR

Rutgers is led by a quad of players who are particularly diffi cult 
to defend because of how well-rounded they all are. They can 
be lethal from both the inside and outside. The last time the two 
teams met, forward Kia Vaughn had 12 rebounds and guard Ma-
tee Ajavon had 19 points. The team shot more than 58 percent 
from the fi eld.

Player   Position    PPG             RPG 
Epiphanny Prince  G    14.0              5.3 
Matee Ajavon  PG    12.1              3.7 
Kia Vaughn  F     9.7              8.4 
Essence Carson  F/G    10.3              5.0 
 

RUTGERS
from p. B1

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

The University of California, above in white, was on Rutgers' out-
of-conference schedule this season.

University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp 
watches the GW 
baseball team in-
augurate Nationals 
Park.  At left, daugh-
ter Sarah Knapp.



by Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writer

At times it seemed two very 
different GW softball teams chal-
lenged Georgetown at Guy Ma-
son Field Wednesday.

In the two teams’ fi rst match-
up in two years, the Colonials' 
performance switched dramati-
cally each inning. Although GW 
lost both games in the double-
header, they fell by only one run 
in each game. Defensively, GW 
managed to hold off the Hoyas in 
the fi rst game after a dismal fi rst 
inning, but seemed to fall apart in 
the second game.

The Colonials were down 3-4 
going into the third inning, but 
emerged into the fourth leading 
5-4.

Egregious fi elding errors in 
the sixth inning were eclipsed 
when senior Chrysanthi Halki-
otis dove through the back fence, 
knocking it over, to score what 
would have been a home run, 
ending the inning and a three-run 
streak by the Hoyas.

“I don’t think you ever say 
you like to lose, but I thought we 
played fairly well,” GW coach 
Kim Staehle said.

This sentiment refl ects the 
team’s knack for the comeback 
even when they don’t win.

Despite a record of 5-12, the 
Colonials are in the top 10 nation-
ally for home runs per game and 
slugging percentage, and in the 
top 20 for batting average and 
doubles per game. Senior Katie 
Miller ranks 41st, and sopho-
mores Elisa Van Kirk and Aman-
da Gabriel are 15th in the nation 
for home runs per game.

And while the Colonials 
looked hopeless going into the 
fi nal inning trailing 6-10, a grand 
slam by Halkiotis – her second of 
the season – tied the teams for the 
second time in the game.

“It feels great. It feels great to 
be able to, with one swing, put 
our team back into a winning 
situation,” Halkiotis said. “We’re 
just a half a step away from mak-
ing a loss into a win, so whatever 

it is, we’re going to work it out at 
practice and correct it for our (At-
lantic 10) game this weekend."

The doubleheader also 
marked the fi rst match-up be-
tween Staehle and her best friend, 
former teammate and former col-
league, Hoyas coach Pat Conlan. 
Staehle was a former Georgetown 
assistant coach, but her strategies 
have changed with her teams.

“I think Pat and I are very dif-
ferent in regards to our approach 
to the game. She’s more of the 
defensive-pitcher minded, and 
I’m more of the offensive mind-
ed,” Staehle said. “However, I 
think some of our core values are 
the same: to hustle at all times, 
to make defensive plays, to look 
sharp, and play with a lot of in-
tensity.”

Staehle is tweaking the defen-
sive game, alternating Miller and 
freshman Ali Pardo in for fi rst 
pitching option Amanda Gabriel.

“I thought they both threw 
some solid innings for us, and 
that’s something we’ve been ask-
ing them to do,” Staehle said.

With all the elements in place, 
the team was only one point away 
from a win twice.

Pardo said, “As a team we 
just need to be able to bear down 
and win that last inning and fi nd 
a way to win the games.” 
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Soft ball drops two games
Josh Wolf/Hatchet photographer

GW freshman Katie Terrazas tags out a Georgetown player during GW's 3-2 loss at Guy Mason fi eld 
Wednesday afternoon. The Colonials also lost the second game of the double-header, 11-10.



the hype machine. Desig
event, the festival allow
bands from across the country, and the world, to 
gather around a few square blocks where they 
showcase their work for an audience of thou-
sands. For bands and industry representatives, 
the event may revolve around networking. But for 
fans and tastemakers, SXSW is a rush of new and 
welcomed voices to obsess over.

The event is based largely around the bars 
and clubs of Austin's 6th Street. Shows start in 
the early afternoon and end late into the night. 
Walking down the streets of the city, you can hear 
music coming from nearly every building, some 
of which host several shows at a time on different 
stages. In such a close proximity, almost any act is 
available to see, only subject to inevitable 
time constraints and lines that form out-
side the more popular showcases. 

Because of its origins as a festival fo-
cusing on industry networking, SXSW is 
one of the few places where young bands 
can get the attention they need to break 
through. For us die-hard music fans, it is 
impossible not to come back from SXSW 
bragging about the up-and-coming bands 
we saw and conjecturing who might be 
the next breakthrough act. Just as a case-
in-point, the music blogosphere gets 
fl ooded with updates and on-the-scene 
news, as well as exaggerated excitement 
about young band – The Hatchet's own 
blog, included. 

Thrown into the feverish excitement 
of the festival, each day felt like a whirl-
wind. Even with a planned schedule, 
there was never enough time to see every 
band we hoped to catch. Food was eaten 
mostly as an afterthought or on a break 
from concert-going, and sleeping hap-
pened only when it had to.

Coming out of the festival, it is safe 
to say we have many new favorite bands, 
new favorite show experiences and prob-
ably a little swagger in our step for hav-

ing break 
during my college career – but instead, I chose 
to once again head down to Austin, Texas, for 
the South by Southwest music festival. There 
was no rest or relaxation to be had for me on 
this trip. 

You see, South by Southwest is unlike any 
sort of music festival you have ever heard of 
before. It is not your typical festival with a big 
field, several stages with a rotating schedule 
of famous, well-known bands. This is more 
of a city-wide thing – a festival so large that 
it encompasses all of downtown Austin, with 
block after block featuring nothing but live 
music from bands the world over. While rock 

music seems to be the dominant genre 
represented at the festival, it is not un-
common to see hip-hop acts, jazz, elec-
tronic musicians, DJs, and other strange 
and eclectic performers (street artists, 
comedy, poetry) during the festival.

Believe it or not, but seeing nothing but 
live music day after day, hour after hour 
soon becomes very exhausting. Throw in 
endless amounts of cheap and sometimes 
even free booze, and soon enough your 
body starts to reject what you’ve been 
doing to it for the past few days. A few 
days into the festival, I soon became very 
ill with what later developed into the flu 
– effectively killing the rest of my spring 
break after the festival ended.

This was my third (and last) year 
covering SXSW for The Hatchet as a stu-
dent journalist. Lugging a bag (filled 
with camera equipment and a laptop) 
around all day and all night, it was not 
all glamorous all the time. But I had fun 
interviewing performing artists, making 
new friends, eating lots of tacos, enjoy-
ing the nice Texas heat – something I’ve 
certainly come to miss since returning to 
D.C.

Hopefully you will enjoy our cover-
age from this year’s festival – be sure to 

Best Show: Yo La Tengo at the Austin 
Music Hall
Best Old Band: The Homosexuals
Best Young Band: Be Your Own Pet
Best New Band: Atlas Sound
Best D.C. Band at SXSW: Exit Clov
Best Concept for a Band: Tragedy, A 
Metal Tribute to the Bee Gees
Best Comedy Set: Gary Gulman
Best Venue: Wave Rooftop
Best Eats: Torchy's Tacos

Best Show: Lyrics Born at the Cedar Street 
Courtyard
Best Old Band: R.E.M.
Best Young Band: Skybombers
Best New Band: The London Souls
Best D.C. Band at SXSW: Jukebox The Ghost
Best Concept for a Band: All the hippies play-
ing acoustic instruments along 6th Street
Best Comedy Set: Human Giant
Best Venue: Stubbs
Best Eats: The County Line BBQ

The Scene
h e a d s   t o

Hatchet Arts Editor Brendan Polmer and Hatchet Staff Writer Ben Doak started 

their spring break a little early this year to travel down to Austin, Texas, to cover a 

music festival unlike any other in the world. 

by Ben Doak | Ha

AUSTIN, Texas — Fo
South by Southwest offer
the hype machine Desiggned as an industry-based 

ws for more than 1,600 
ountry, and the world, to 

and relaxation. This is 
have liked to have spent my final spri
during my college career – but instead

atchet Staff Writer

or music, the four days of 
r the breeding ground for 

gned as an industry-based

by Brendan Po

AUSTIN, Texas — 
dents, spring break is 

d l ti Thi i I would 
ing break

tor

lege stu-
ts of rest 

I ld ideally how 
t my final spri

olmer | Arts Edi

For most coll
a time for lot

id ll h

AUSTIN, Texas — Debauchery hung in the 
Austin air like a clouting miasma, so when we 
stepped into Central Presbyterian Church for 
the Bowerbirds performance, we felt an equal 
hand of guilt and relief. Taking our seat among 
the pews, we were awed by the church's beau-
ty: lofted ceilings, luminous stained-glass win-
dows, a towering crucifix. Was this still South 
by Southwest?

The Bowerbirds took the stage bearing a 
classical guitar, a violin, an accordion and a 
bass drum. We listened in a reverent silence 
as they painted scenes of wooded landscapes, 
meticulously and sanctifiably described.

For the alternative folk scene, Bowerbirds 
are a welcomed breath of fresh air. They have 
a sound that is distinctly Appalachian, yet di-
vorced from the traditional styles of old time 
and Americana of their North Carolina home. 
In fact, they incredibly make the accordion 
sound distinctly southern.

Before Bowerbirds formed, guitarist Phil 
Moore and violinist Mark Paulson were in 
a band called Ticonderoga. They had a lush, 

rock-based sound. The instrumentation, how-
ever, was cumbersome to reproduce live, so 
they decided to strip down their sound and 
form a new band, this one based around rhyth-
mic finger-picking on nylon strings.

After their first show, Moore realized 
he needed another instrument to fill in the 
sound. In an interview with The Hatchet in a 

by Ben Doak | Hatchet Staff Writer

AUSTIN, Texas — At the Times New Viking 
showcase at South by Southwest, the fl oor was 
shaking. It was literally shaking. And it wasn't on 
solid ground, either. The show took place on the 
over-crowed upper fl oor of an Austin bar, and I 
legitimately started worrying about the stability 
of the beam supports that were keeping us up. 
I couldn't help but think this must be hype in its 

physical form: eminently excited, but shaky and 
with little foundation for most of its musings. 

Since the release of their third album “Rip It
Off,” (Matador records) it seems Times New Vi-
king have attracted the attention of nearly every 
music blogger, after receiving the affi rmation of 
a "Best New Music" pick by Pitchforkmedia.com. 
The lo-fi  indie rock band writes impossibly catchy 
pop songs beneath heavy layers of noise.

“Rip It Off” is their fi rst release on Matador
Records, a hugely infl uential indie label. So while 
Times New Viking surely had the resources to a 
make a cleaner record than they had in the past 
– one undoubtedly more accessible – the band 
stuck to a lo-fi  aesthetic. Drummer Adam Elliott 
explained in an interview with The Hatchet that 
they looked for "happy accidents" that would add 
character to their recording. They then accentuat-
ed it on the record.  While sometimes frustrating, 
the sound gives their music another layer to love 
and chew through before getting to the heart of 
their pop. It is this Do-It-Yourself feel of their mu-
sic that is certainly one of its biggest attractions.

Out of Columbus, Ohio, these former art
school students form a part of the Ohioan tra-
dition for art-punk, ranging from Pere Ubu and 
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“Food was eaten mostly in an after-

thought or on a break from concert-

going, and sleeping happened only 

when it had to.”

"Throw in endless amounts of cheap 
and sometimes even free booze, and 

soon enough your body starts to reject 
what you've been doing to it for the 

past few days."



by Brendan Polmer | Arts Editor

AUSTIN, Texas — Bay Area hip-hop artist Lyr-
ics Born embraces change. A gifted rapper with 
Japanese and Italian roots, Lyrics Born (whose 
real name is Tom Shimura) has seven albums to 
his name, not to mention numerous guest appear-
ances, production spots and mix tapes. His latest 
project hits stores April 22, titled “Everywhere at 
Once,” and for the first time in his career features 
a live band in place of DJs and traditional hip-hop 
studio production.

“As you grow in your career, you really have 
to find new ways to stay inspired and stay chal-
lenged, and I think for me, this is just one other 
way to do that,” Lyrics Born said in an interview 
in the lobby of an Austin, Texas, hotel. “I had been 
making records the way that I had been – which 
is mostly sample-based – for years. So, for me, I 
needed a new challenge, and really that’s what it’s 
made me; it’s made me a better artist, it’s made me 
a better leader, it’s made me a better musician, it’s 
made me a better producer.”

With a full band in tow, including his wife Joyo 
Velarde on backup vocals, Lyrics Born has been 
constantly touring around the globe in anticipation 
of his new album. Already the new record has two 
hit singles, “I Like It, I Love It” and “Hott 2 Deff,” 
which features Jurassic 5’s Chali 2Na. Having just
returned from Australia, he traveled to Texas to 
make a couple of performances at the annual South 
by Southwest music festival, during one of which 
he shared the stage with Talib Kweli and Ice Cube.

For his 1 a.m. performance at the Cedar Street 
Courtyard, the Lyrics Born band (drums, bass 
guitar, keyboards, electric guitar) kicked off the set 
with some introduction music as Lyrics Born and 
his wife Joyo walked on stage moments later to 
cheers from the crowd. While he performed some 
old songs to his fans’ delight, the evening was re-
ally all about the new material on the soon-to-be-
released record, highlighting the live energy of the 
musicians on stage.

When asked about performing with a live band 

as opposed to a DJ, Lyrics Born said, “It’s 
more challenging, definitely. And there’s 
nothing wrong with performing with 
DJs – I still do perform with DJs on 
occasion– but I had done that for 
a long time, so this was just an-
other way for me to grow.”

Through the use of his live 
band both on stage and on 
the new album, it is easy to 
hear the musical influences 
that have inspired his 
unique style of hip-hop, 
which is undoubtedly un-
like anything heard today 
in mainstream hip-hop 
music. “I’m not very good at 
hiding my influences,” he said. 
“To be honest, hip-hop is prob-
ably the minority of (what I listen 
to.) I mean obviously it’s the music I 
make … I listen to a lot of old soul, a lot 
of reggae, a lot of rock – it goes on and on. If 
it’s got a beat, I’ll listen to it.”

In addition to the live band, Lyrics Born says 
that on the new album his raps have become more 
personal, giving his fans a glimpse into his life as 
an artist. “I never really talked a lot about who I 
am or my experiences, or some of the challenges 
and victories that I personally have had,” he said. 
“So I think on this album I wanted to do that 
because all of the artists I ever looked up to and 
admired, they all did that.”

“I listened to all the feedback and criticism that 
I had gotten over the years, and saw what it was 
that people tended to gravitate towards about 
what I did, and I just played to those strengths
really,” he added. “It’s just finding new ways 
to do things and being able to stay inspired so I 
can in turn be inspiring.” 

Watch The Hatchet’s video interview with Lyrics
Born at SXSW on The Scene’s Backstage blog. Lyrics 
Born’s new album, “Everywhere at Once,” hits stores
April 22 on Anti records.

Born to
rhyme  live
Bay Area rapper Lyrics Born has a fresh 
new band and new music for SXSW fans

by Brendan Polmer and Ben Doak Brendan Polmer and Ben Do
Arts Editor & Hatchet Staff Writer

AUSTIN, Texas – Of all the bands we saw at 
this year’s South by Southwest music festival, the 
following bands had the biggest impression on us. 
Sure, there were probably countless other shows 
that we missed and should have seen, but we’re 
only two people in the midst of thousands of bands 
that descended upon Austin, Texas, between March 
12-16. So check out the following bands, and if you 
ever see any of them on a bill in a town near you, be 
sure to catch them live.

Artist:  The London Souls (New York)
Genre: Classic Rock/Soul
Web site: myspace.com/thelondonsouls

Former GW student Tash Neal plays guitar and 
fronts this rock three-piece from New York City. 
According to their MySpace page, their music is 
“meant to be played LOUD”– and it’s no joke. The 
band played on the top level of a parking garage 
in downtown Austin, having traveled all the way 
down to Texas in a vegetable oil-fueled bus with 
other bands on their label, Green Owl Records. 
The band has a very classic-rock feel to it, featur-
ing heavy-hitting drums, thumping bass, wailing 
electric guitar and great vocal harmonies among all 
three members. 

Artist: Skybombers (Melbourne,  Australia)
Genre: Garage/Indie Rock
Web site: myspace.com/skybombers

Not only do the Skybombers rock your face off 
live, they’re also really nice guys! Upon arriving 
in Austin, we found them to be our neighbors in 
the house in front of ours that we were renting. Al-
ways up for a drunken late-night game of Jenga or 
splitting a case of Pabst Blue Ribbon with us, this 
four-piece from Down Under was able to deliver 
the goods on stage. Pure energy with youthful 
rock and roll rebellion collide, as the Skybombers 
continue to tour around America until their visas 
run out and they’re shipped back home to the land 
of kangaroos and boomerangs.

Artist: Be Your Own Pet (Nashville)
Genre: Punk/Garage Rock
Web site: myspace.com/beyourownpetmusic

Having just released their second full-length 
album, “Get Awkward,” 
the foursome from 
Nashville came to Aus-
tin to destroy the ears 
and eyes of fans at the 
Mohawk Patio. Fronted 
by Jemina Pearl Abegg, 
wearing a black T-shirt 
and war paint on her 
face, the band actu-
ally busted the venue’s 
sound system a few 
songs in, causing the 
audience and the band 
to wait impatiently as 
technicians scrambled to fi x the dead system. 

Once they fi xed the sound, 

Abegg climbed atop the shoulders of one lucky 
fan to chant the lyrics to their song “Bummer 
Time.”

Artist: British Sea Power (Brighton, England)
Genre: Indie/Alternative Rock
Web site: www.
britishseapower.
co.uk

The title of this 
band’s latest al-
bum literally asks 
the perfect ques-
tion for those in 
attendance at this 
year’s South by 
Southwest music 
festival: “Do You 
Like Rock Mu-
sic?” For a band 
that has toured with and been praised by the likes of 
David Bowie, The Flaming Lips, Lou Reed, Radio-
head and Jarvis Cocker – the most obvious answer 
is, well, “yes.” This was the very last set we saw at 
SXSW this year, as they played a 1:20 a.m. show on 
Saturday night, the last night of the festival. Climb-
ing speaker systems, inviting audience members 
on stage, waving fl ags and exceeding expectations, 
British Sea Power was quite an act to catch, living 
up to the buzz surrounding them.

Artist: The Raveonettes (Copenhagen, Denmark)
Genre: Noise Pop
Web site: myspace.com/theraveonettes

This Danish duo now calls New York and 

Los Angeles home, and their popularity is grow-ir popularity is grow
ing as they continue to travel around the U.S. in 
support of their latest album, “Lust Lust Lust”. 
Playing a completely packed show at Emo’s, 
only one of us was lucky enough to actually 
get in. The Raveonettes sound something like a 
mash-up between 50s and 60s rock and modern, 
chilled-out electronic noise – all with interesting 
vocal harmonies between Sharin Foo and Sune 
Rose Wagner. The Raveonettes will actually be 
playing right here in D.C. this weekend, Satur-
day at the Black Cat (1811 14th St. N.W.).

– Brendan Polmer

Artist: Yo La Tengo (Hoboken)
Genre: Indie Rock
Web site: www.yolatengo.com

Yo La Tengo are gods among ... um, bands. They 
may have been at this since 1984, but despite their 
age, they still carry all the vitality and relevance of 
a great band at its peak, as witnessed in their SXSW 
showcase this year. An indie bedrock band, they 
churn perfect, noisy pop, full of hooks and a healthy 
layer of distortion. Their waves of feedback never 
sound better than when live.

Artist: Atlas Sound (Atlanta)
Genre: Dream Pop
Web site: www.
myspace.com/
bradfordcox

Based on 
hype alone, At-
las Sound was 
a must-see. The 
band is the solo 
project of Brad-
ford Cox, lead 
singer of Deer-
hunter, taking a 
dreamier palette 
of the lush, ee-
rie soundscapes 
birthed in Cox's 
mind. The set was 
amazing and my 
mind was blown 
– it was really gorgeous stuff. Atlas Sound sees 
the development of an artist with enormously 
exciting potential.

A Place to Bury Strangers (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
Genre: Shoegaze Rock
Web site: www.aplacetoburystrangers.com

A Place to Bury Strangers have been lauded 
"the loudest band in New York City." So obvi-
ously, this was not a band to miss. While the 
speakers were not, in fact, cranked to 11 as I had 
hoped, the band still blasted a barrage of sound. 
Rather than using the noise to emit ethereal sen-
sations like their Shoegaze predecessors, A Place 
to Bury Strangers effected a menacing sound of 
white noise feedback that recalled the turnings 
of industrial machinery. 

Artist: Okkervil River (Austin, Texas)

Genre: Folk Rock
Web site: www.okkervilriver.com
Though Austin is the birthplace of many great 
indie bands, Okkervil River was the only local-
based band we saw – but it was certainly one of the 
best. The indie-styled folk rock band saw a surge 
of popularity with last year's release “The Stage
Names” and earned a place on Stubb's mainstage 
for SXSW. In front of thousands of fans, the band 
was astonishingly dynamic and tight.

Artist: Slaraffenland (Copenhagen, Denmark)
Genre: Indie Rock

Web site: www.slaraffenland.net

Denmark may not be known for its rock bands, 
but along with The Raveonettes, Slaraffenland may be 
part of a vital, yet unknown indie rock scene. Gaining 
exposure as a Stereogum.com "Band to Watch," Slar-
affenland have slowly gained an audience in Amer-
ica that they surely deserve. Their cacophonous and 
meandering sound may be initially off-putting on 
record, but their live sets are a sight to behold. These 
towering Danes exude a defi nite physical presence. 
With several looming male vocalists, Slaraffenland 
conjured images of viking majesty. One can only 
hope that this is not uncommon in Denmark.

– Ben Doak

 bands we saw, these artists really stuck out
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back room of the church they 
played in, accordionist Beth 
Tacular explained, "They were 
on their last tour, and while 
they were gone (their Ticond-
eroga bandmate) had an accor-
dion, and I picked it up. It was 
sitting in our apartment and 
I just wanted to try it. I really 
liked it, and I started wanting 
my own accordion. (Moore) 
was writing (Bowerbirds) 
songs and he said, 'You can 
play in the band.'" She learned 
how to play the instrument in 
two weeks.

For their first show of 
their tour, they supported the 
Mountain Goats at a sold-out 
show at the Black Cat in D.C. 
Moore said, "We get up there 
and it was like 'Oh, this feels 
weird,' squinting your eyes 
and looking at the mic to get 
through it."

On the strength of their de-
but album, “Hymns for a Dark 
Horse,” which they released on 
their own last year, the band 

was nominated for the PLUG 
award (independent music's 
people's choice awards) Amer-
icana Album of the Year.

When asked about the bow-
erbird, the animal they name 
themselves after, they perked in 
enthusiasm. Moore described 
the bird's beautifully sculpted 
nests, and Beth Tacular added, 
"They also do this little dance 
where they do this.” She raised 
her arms, hooked at the elbow, 
and hunched over, waves her 
forearms. “We learned about 
them and couldn't believe the 
crazy things they make. It's 
also the kind of animal where 
it's kind of like, how do I not 
know about this animal that 
exists? ... They're also just awe-
some."

Never has a band's name 
reflected their music so per-
fectly. 

Be sure to watch The Hatchet’s 
video interview from SXSW with 
the Bowerbirds on The Scene’s 
Backstage blog.

BOWERBIRDS
from p. B4

Devo to Guided by Voices. The Ohio mu-
sic scene may not seem like a particularly 
fertile ground for young bands, but Elliott 
assures it is. As good as Times New Viking 

is, the Ohio scene may yet have many oth-
er bands to boast.

Few bands played SXSW with such 
exuberance, and few crowds seemed as 
excited to see the band on stage before 
them. Times New Viking – both on record 
and on stage – not only offer a joyous blast 
of music, but one well worth its weight in 
big, catchy hooks. 

VIKING
from p. B4

lawsuit against the city with five 
other people, was outside keep-
ing people healthy. 

“Mr. Heller himself was 
there, handing out cough drops 
to help people get through the 
night,” said John Sorrenti, a GW 
law student.

With fellow law student 
Treyer Mason-Gale, Sorrenti 
and Davis were among the last 
few to be admitted to the seat-
ing area. Those waiting in line 
who were not granted a seat 
in the courtroom were permit-
ted to observe the proceedings 
for three minutes before being 

asked to leave.
“I walked up the steps to the 

doors of the courthouse, turned 
around to see the mass of suck-
ers who didn’t get in and raised 
my fists in glory,” Mason-Gale 
said in a blog post to gwlawstu-
dents.wordpress.com. “At this 
point in law school, I will take 
whatever accomplishments I 
can get.”

Based on the justices’ com-
ments and questioning of the 
attorneys’ arguments, students 
said it was clear the court was 
leaning toward there being an 
individual right to bear arms.

 “What is reasonable about a 
total ban on possession?” Chief 
Justice John Roberts asked 
during the proceeding. Justice 
Stephen Breyer later asked if it 

is “unreasonable for a city with 
a very high crime rate ... to say 
no handguns here?” 

These questions demonstrat-
ed the crux of the case, which 
focused on the balance between 
a complex Constitutional right 
and concerns for public safety.

Along with most commenta-
tors and scholars, all three stu-
dents predict that the Supreme 
Court will overturn the ban 
when they issue their decision 
sometime this spring. 

Even Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, the court’s swing 
vote, appeared to agree that the 
Second Amendment does guar-
antee individual ownership of 
guns.

GW professors also said 
the court will likely overturn 

the ban. Law Professor Robert 
Cottrol points to the language 
and context of the Second 
Amendment to show it “clearly 
was meant to protect the indi-
vidual rights.”

“The original idea was that 
(the militia) would bring their 
own guns,” Cottrol said. “To the 
18th century mind, the idea that 
you couldn’t defend yourself in 
your own home would just be 
seen as nuts.”

He added it makes sense 
that these students would spend 
the night on concrete sidewalks 
because it is “history in the 
making.”

 Cottrol said, “This is a case 
that scholars of law and political 
science will study and debate 
over for years to come.” 

GUNS
from p. A1

Read the blogs at
www.blogs.gwhatchet.com

love comic sans?
so do we!
watch this week's GW Hatchet 
video.

it's funny.  it'll make you cry.
but seriously, watch it.

http://media.gwhatchet.com/

(tissues not included)



199 - GENERAL

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?
Happy, loving couple wishing to adopt a 
baby. 703-435-9129 or e-mail Hoping2-
bParents@hotmail.com. Our web site: 
www.hoping2bparents.com. Maybe we 

can help each other!

245 - RENT DC

SPACIOUS 1 BEDROOM Spacious 1 
bedrroom just off campus. Open fl oor 
plan. parking available for more info con-
tact e.muhlrad@remee.com 

246 - RENT METRO

430 - LEGAL

EXPUNGE
Your court record. DC, MD, VA 301-565-
2917

460 - TRAVEL

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certifi cates! www.skydi-
veorange.com 877-348-3759 

499 - GENERAL

QI SPA in Georgetown offers student dis-
count from Monday-Thursday for a limited 
time. 3106 M St. 202-333-6344 

510 - DONORS

EGG DONORS NEEDED $10,000 (PLUS 
ALL EXPENSES)
We are seeking women who are attrac-
tive, under the age of 29, SAT 1300+ 
(math+verbal), physically fi t and maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle. If you have a desire 
to help an infertile family and would like 
more information please contact us.
Email: darlene@aperfectmatch.com
www.aperfectmatch.com 1-800-264-882 

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www.adcarclub.com 

615 - FULL TIME

PSYCH OFFICE/ADMIN
Offi ce manager for busy downtown D. C. 
psychiatric practiceóideal for those inter-
ested in future career in psychócollege 
degree requiredóF/T (possible p/t until 
May 2008). Send resume to: jkatzow@
gmail.com

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

Heads Up AmeriCorps 
Tutor

FREE SUMMER HOUSING 
AT GWU!!

Co-lead your own elementa-
ry school class. $4,500 living 

stipend (may apply FWS). 
$2,362 educational award. 

Leadership skills and teach-
ing experience. Immerse 

yourself in an urban school 
system.

Mentor youth and bond with 
children grades K-8. Have 
a summer and year like no 

other!
SERVE-LEARN-LEAD

Apply Today
http://www.headsup-dc.org/
involved/AmeriCorps.html
For more info contact: gg-

ray@headsup-dc.org

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
Senior Vice President at Wachovia Se-
curities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior Vice-
President, 301-961-0131. 

665 - PART TIME

BARRISTAÍS PART-TIME POSITIONS 
available at popular Dupont Circle 
area coffeehouse. Must be available to 
do graveyard and weekend shifts. Call 
for interview. 202-463-764

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS: We pay up to 
$75 per survey. www. GetPaidToThink.
com

BOOKKEEPER/ADMIN SUPPORT
Highly reputable optometry practice on 
GW campus is seeking dependable col-
lege student for bookkeeping tasks and
occasional administrative support. Look-
ing for summer and fall commitment. Exp 
with QuickBooks helpful. $10/hr, 15-20 
hrs/wk - fl exible schedules. Call Joe @ 

202-659-6555 or email resume to info@
metropolitanoptical.com.

665 - PART TIME

ARE YOU AMBITIOUS? Financial 
Agents, Loan Offi cers, Realtors Wanted. 
We are a progressive and rapidly growing 
mortgage and fi nancial company seeking 
highly motivated people. No experience 
required, we train 100%. Full-time and 
Part-time available. College students 
welcome. Send resume to info@loan-
originatorrecruiter.com or call 202-425-
3935. http://www.loanoriginatorrecruiter.
com. 

Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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Across
1 Words ending

many riddles

4 ___ of Darkness

8 Montmartre :
Paris :: Arbat :
___

14 ___ favor

15 Mind

16 Place for combs

17 On a lounge
chair, maybe

19 It’s under an
eyeglass frame

20 O’Toole of “Cat
People”

21 “Shut your
mouth!”

22 Brave one

23 Running around

25 Palm reader’s
reading

28 Furnish

29 “The Canterbury
Tales” pilgrim

31 “Well, Did You
___?” (Cole

gPorter song)

32 Uncle ___ of
“Seinfeld”

34 “Vamoose!”

36 Australian ranch
pest

37 Intrinsically

40 “Listen up!”

42 Ending with soft
or light

43 Great Leap
Forward figure

44 ___-eyed

45 There are eight
of these before
“baby” in Elvis’s
“A Big Hunk o’
Love”

47 Like car radios

49 Bub

51 “Sesame Street”
subject

55 Was sympathetic

57 That, to Tomás

58 Exam
measurement
unit

59 Sat around

61 Fix up for a
museum, maybe

63 Revenue worker

65 Jilter

66 Familiarize
(oneself)

67 Rise

68 Bastille Day
season

69 Changes

70 “Don’t change”

71 Piglet’s pal

Down
1 Dismay

2 Cult figure

3 Like some T-
shirt designs

4 Gave up

5 Life lines?

6 Inflammatory
ailment

7 Cyanine, e.g.

8 ___ Hari

9 Symbol of
generosity

10 Fresh as a daisy,
e.g.

11 Michael
Redgrave war
movie, with
“The”

12 Magic on a
scoreboard?

13 ___ Accords,
1998 Israeli-
Palestinian
agreement

18 Three-time U.S.
Open champ

21 Alternative to
first-class

24 Depresses

26 Handle

27 Israel’s Olmert
or Barak

29 Takes in

30 Wet

33 Coast Guard
officer: Abbr.

35 General on a
menu

37 Asian domestic

38 Author Janowitz

39 Alabama
nickname

C41 Courted

46 Native-born
Israeli

48 Crazies

50 2007 Eddie
Murphy comedy

52 It has a big
mouth

53 Reached in total

54 Typical lead-in?

56 Middle of the
country

58 Genuine

60 Tolkien race

62 ___ Stanley
Gardner

63 Low digit

64 Fortify

65 Family gathering
places

Puzzle by David J. Kahn

$For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.

Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).

Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

S O O SANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 5 6 75 8 9 10 11 12 110 11 12 3

14 15 161515

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 2725

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 4240 4141

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 55757 8

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 6676767 8

69 70 71707070

Edited by Will Shortz No. 0214
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P E A A M IM S T A X
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A D V W I TV W I S E N D E R AN D E R
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E E L H I T E A O LH I T EH I
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L E E RE S C E L L O L I OE
A N N A H W YN S P E N N

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at

www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles

Place ads 
online at 

www.gwhatchet.com/classifi eds
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