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Fired tenured professor loses suit against GW
Saha sued GW after
UPD removed him
from classroom
by Aya Mueller
Hatchet Staff Writer
An engineering professor who sued
the University after being forcefully
removed from his classroom lost a civil
suit in federal court this month.
Debabrata Saha, who had taught
at GW since 1986, is the first professor

in University history to have his tenure revoked. When administrators suspended him pending a
review of his tenure in
2006, UPD officers had
to escort him out of his
classroom.
He
sued
the
University for $1 million
for violating his civil
rights. Saha claimed
Saha
that the University’s
actions deprived him of his right to
teach class and publicly misrepresented
his character. The removal from the
classroom followed his fourth suspension in eight years, and was the second
time the University forcibly stopped

him from teaching.
A federal judge ruled in an opinion
March 12 that his claim was “wholly
without merit.” Saha had already filed
a separate suit in January for $25 million against an array of defendants
including former University president
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.
“Saha could not prove his claims,”
University Spokeswoman Tracy Schario
said. “We do not know why Saha filed
a separate lawsuit instead of amending
the first lawsuit.”
Saha, who is now representing himself in court, did not comment.
Experts previously told The Hatchet
that tenure revocation cases rarely
reach this point because the professors

resign.
Donald Lehman, executive vice
president of academic affairs, initiated
the proceedings to revoke Saha's tenure
in September 2005. Lehman said that
for nearly a decade, Saha had failed to
attend faculty meetings, submit annual
reports and student evaluations, serve
on committees, conduct research or
communicate with his colleagues.
Faculty hearing panels concluded
that this constituted “egregious and
persistent neglect of his professional
duties,” and a disregard of the obligations of tenure. The University revoked
his tenure on March 1, 2007, according
to court documents.
Saha contends in court documents

Phi Psi's dominate SA senate
Chris Borchert
CCAS-U

Rob Lockwood
U-at-large

Bryce Holman
SoB-U

that revoking his tenure was one
in a series of retaliatory acts by the
University for a 1996 memorandum in
which he accused the administration
of unfairly offering passing grades to
graduate students. He also alleged the
University left a blood-stained copy of
that memorandum on his doorstep and
likened him to a mass murderer.
Tenured professors sign an agreement with the University allowing them to teach until they choose
to retire. The Saha case is the first
instance in GW’s 188-year history that
tenure revocation has made it this far,
according to the decision of the Saha
hearing panel. 

In assault
trial, there
is talk of
APES
by Sarah Scire
Senior Staff Writer

Patrick Hanley
ESIA-U

Andrew Breest
SEAS-U

Chis Pappas
CCAS-U

photos by Viktors Dindzans and Tim Gowa/Hatchet photographers
Seen above are six of the Student Association senate's newest members who are also members of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. Though the SA has had voting blocks of fraternity members in the past, Breest, Lockwood, Hanley, Borchert, Pappas and Holman deny that any such block exists among them.

by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer
In the past, fraternities have served as
voting blocks in the Student Association
senate. But for years, there has not been
one as staggering as the block Phi Kappa
Psi created in the last election.
Six members of Phi Psi were elected
to the senate, including Rob Lockwood
(U-at-Large), Chris Pappas (CCAS-U),
Chris Borchert (CCAS-U), Andrew Breest
(SEAS-U), Patrick Hanley (ESIA-U) and
Bryce Holman (SoB-U). Only one member of the Phi Psi fraternity, SA Executive
Vice President Brand Kroeger, served on
the senate this year.
These senators have created a caucus
in the senate, according to SA members.
Breest said he and the other five Phi Psi
members are individuals and not part of
a voting block.

“As for the notion that there is a ‘Phi
Psi caucus,’ let me be the first to instill
the fact in you that there is no such caucus,” said Breest, a freshman. “The other
Phi Psi senators and myself are not Phi
Psi senators. We are Undergraduate at
Large, SoB, SEAS and CCAS senators
who are going to work hard to represent
our own individual constituencies.”
Kroeger, Lockwood, Borchert,
Hanley and Holman would not comment despite numerous phone calls and
e-mails from The Hatchet.
Executive Vice President-elect Kyle
Boyer said he assured students that there
will not be a Phi Psi caucus within the
senate.
“(All of the Phi Psi’s) were elected
very fairly,” said Boyer, a sophomore. “I
don’t think there was a plot to take over
the senate … I don’t think they are a
caucus. I think they are a group of people

from the same organization that were
able to get elected.”
If the six Phi Psi members had
worked together to get elected on a slate,
they would have been violating election
rules; it is illegal for more than two senators to run together as a group.
Joint Elections Committee Chair Ben
Balter, a junior, said his committee would
have investigated the situation if a complaint had been filed.
“There was no complaint filed (about
a Phi Psi slate); however, if students felt
disenfranchised and there was a complaint filed, we would have investigated
it,” Balter said.
He added that if there is a Phi Psi
caucus, his needs as a student would not
be met.
“If these students formed a block
within the senate, I personally, as a GW
student, don’t think that that would most

accurately represent my needs as a GW
student,” Balter said.
In order to help combat factions in
the senate, the body abolished the creation of slates during this past election
cycle.
“Slates put too much power in the
hands of a small group,” said senior and
Sen. Nick D’Addario (U-At Large), in
December.
Even with the abolition of campaign
slates, coalitions within the senate have
not been banned.
Sen. Matt Cohen (SoB-U) said senate
factions are not unusual – especially in
the beginning of the year – but generally
do not last.
“You always have divisions (when
the senate-elect first start to meet),” said
Cohen, a senior. “During the middle of
the first semester, groups break apart and
all of that becomes irrelevant.” 

A trial involving three GW students
revealed Wednesday that a sophomore
alerted the University to some of the
controversial inner-workings of the
Alpha Pi Epsilon fraternity.
An attorney for Ryan Skolnick, a
sophomore accused of assaulting and
later bribing freshman Bryan Kim,
said his client’s role in providing the
University with information about
APES hazing would taint the witnesses’ testimony about the fight.
“So you knew the defendant was
responsible – that he shut down APES,”
the attorney asked freshman Lawrence
Paul, who pledged APES with Skolnick.
“How did that make you feel, knowing
he had violated that trust?”
In an unprecedented series of room
raids and questioning, the University
disrupted the activities of the underground fraternity in December. Five
or six students told University officials
of hazing in the off-campus group, a
senior ranking University official told
The Hatchet in December.
Skolnick is facing charges for
assault and contempt after allegedly
punching Kim in front of Thurston
Hall and later attempting to give him
$2,000 to provide false testimony. Only
two witnesses testified before the judge
adjourned until Thursday.
Paul testified that Skolnick repeatedly offered Kim money to change
his story about the chronology of the
fight.
“Ryan said he would make Bryan
a ‘reasonable offer’ for his testimony,”
Paul said. “He said the $2,000 was
See SKOLNICK, p. 13

From criminal to D.C. official
Law School alum
heads D.C. office
for ex-offenders
by Karelia Pallan
Senior Staff Writer

Viktors Dindzans/Hatchet staff photographer

Residents and patrons of St. Mary's Court meet to discuss the food served by the affordable
housing complex. Like GW students, many diners are displeased with the selection.

Elderly eating woes
by Amanda Dick
Senior Staff Writer
GW students aren’t the only ones up in
arms about their food options.
Just because the lunch offered to elderly
patrons of St. Mary’s Court is affordable and
located in their building does not mean the diners are happy with their meals.
Residents and day patrons of St. Mary’s
Court, an affordable housing complex for the
elderly located behind Lerner Health and
Wellness Center, debated the quality of their

food service program at their last monthly food
service committee meeting.
“It’s exactly what you would hear every
day at school,” said Margaret Pully, executive
director of St. Mary's Court. “Being able to
provide for everyone’s likes and dislikes is very
difficult. Some people like things cooked more
or less, or something more salty or less salty.”
St. Mary’s Court is one of the D.C. Office
on Aging’s lunch program sites. Residents
and others in the neighborhood, including the
See ST. MARY'S, p. 9

After his most recent release
from prison, Rodney Mitchell began
searching for a job. Though he trained
for several months to become a certified bus driver, the District refused
to hire him. Mitchell was a felon
and his record included charges of
robbery, burglary and weapons possession.
When Mitchell applied for a job
as a janitor, he lied about his criminal
record to avoid rejection. He needed
money to support his daughter, but
he constantly feared that someone
would reveal his lie.
“I always thought I would be
able to bounce back – bounce back
to what, to where, though, I didn’t
know,” Mitchell said.
In his new position as director for the D.C. Mayor’s Office on
Ex-Offender Affairs, Mitchell’s criminal record is well publicized. Mitchell,

Joe Ginarte/Hatchet photograher

Rodney Mitchell said his knowledge of life inside the criminal justice
system and his schooling helped prepare him for his current job.
an alumnus of GW Law School, said
he believes it is his history inside the
criminal justice system, not just his
schooling, that makes him qualified
for his new job.
“I want people to not to have
to lie for fear of being discovered or
caught,” Mitchell said. He said he is
living proof that programs aimed at
helping felons transition back into

society can be successful.
Using some of the money
he earned as a janitor, Mitchell
took classes at a junior college
and eventually transferred to
the University of California,
Berkeley, where he completed
his undergraduate work. He
obtained his juris doctorate from
See OFFENDER, p. 9
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Friday

Thursday

Thursday
Résumé Basics
A workshop with tips on
creating or updating a résumé
to help land the perfect job.
4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Marvin Center 301
Sponsored by the Career
Center

Friday
Security Policy Forum: Civilian
Causalities of War
A discussion with Paul Huth,
research director of the Center
for International Development
and Conflict Management
at Maryland and Colin Kahl,
professor of security studies at
Georgetown.
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Room B17, 1957 E Street
Sponsored by The Elliott
School of International Affairs,
the Security Policy Studies
Program and the Institute of
Middle East Studies

Saturday
Spring Fling 2008 Featuring Gym
Class Heroes
Also with opening acts Tyga
and O’Neal McKnight; dozens
of activities including a climbing
wall, inflatable Twister, Guitar
Hero, Dance Dance Revolution; as well as tons of free
food and giveaways.
2:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
University Yard (Rain location:
Smith Center)
Sponsored by Program Board
Mount Vernon to Mount Vernon
Bike Tour
Take the 24-mile bike ride from
GW’s Mount Vernon campus
to George Washington’s historic Mount Vernon residence
in Virginia. Lunch and a tour of
the estate are included.
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mount Vernon Campus Quad
Sponsored by Mount Vernon
Campus Life

CRIMELOG
Attempted Fraud
3/28/08 – NIH Federal Credit Union –
8:35 a.m. – case closed
An unidentified male individual
attempted to cash four checks
from an allegedly false company
for"more than $500,000. The
teller informed the subject that
the checks could not be cashed
without verification. The subject
then became erratic in his behavior, and the teller pressed a
silent alarm alerting police. The
University Police Department and
Metropolitan Police Department
responded to the scene, but the
individual had already left.
Referred to MPD
Attempted Theft
3/28/08 – public property on campus – 3:30 a.m. – case closed
UPD officers on patrol observed
a male individual tampering with
a bike locked to a parking meter.
The officers stopped the subject,
who claimed he was given permission by the bike’s owner to
take it. He could not identify the
person to the officers.
Subject barred from campus
Disorderly Conduct
3/28/08 – 1957 E Street – 7:28 p.m.
– case closed
A male individual at a Karl Rove
speech became verbally disruptive during the event. UPD patrolling the event responded and
removed the individual, who was

GWBRIEF
SPJ awards The Hatchet 15
Mark of Excellence Awards
The Society of Professional
Journalists honored The Hatchet as
the best non-daily student newspaper in the Mid-Atlantic region at
its annual convention last week in
Lexington, Va.
Washington and Lee University
hosted the awards ceremony, and of
The Hatchet’s 15 awards, four were

Sunday

HIGH 62 | LOW 49

HIGH 67 | LOW 49

FOUR DAY
FORECAST
HIGH 57 | LOW 47

HIGH 67 | LOW 57

Elise Kigner – Campus News Editor (ekigner@gwhatchet.com)
Andrew Ramonas – Campus News Editor (aramonas@gwhatchet.com)
Eric Roper – Metro News Editor (eroper@gwhatchet.com)
Alexa Millinger – Assistant News Editor (amillinger@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

Saturday

not affiliated with GW.
Subject barred from campus
3/30/08 – 800 block of 21st Street –
1:40 a.m. – case closed
A UPD officer on patrol observed
a male GW student urinating
outside. The officer stopped the
individual and warned him that
urinating in public is a violation of
the law.
Referred to Student Judicial
Services
Liquor Law Violation
3/29/08 – Guthridge Hall – 2:15 a.m.
– case closed
UPD officers responded to a
complaint of loud noise coming
from a room in the residence hall.
When officers arrived they observed a large party in progress
with a beer pong table set up in
the room. Twenty–nine people
were present, including six individuals unaffiliated with GW. The
23 other students were all underage. The alcohol was disposed of
at the scene, and the individuals
not affiliated with the University
were barred from campus.
Subjects barred from campus
3/30/08 – Kogan Plaza – 1:30 a.m. –
case closed
UPD officers on patrol observed
a female individual who appeared
to be intoxicated. When they approached the subject, she apologized and claimed that she was
just "playing around" and acting
like she was drunk. The officers
determined that the student had
in fact been drinking and was underage.

first place.
“It’s a testament to the staff
that works hard to put out such
a good product every week,” said
Jake Sherman, The Hatchet’s editor
in chief.
Sherman, a senior and former
sports editor, led the paper with four
awards. He took home a first place
award in online sports reporting
and a second place award in sports
column writing. Former sports editor Andrew Alberg also won a first
place award in online sports reporting, which he shared with Sherman.

Referred to SJS

SNAPSHOT

Teen Tourists

3/30/08 – Marvin Center – 1:57 a.m.
– case closed
UPD officers observed two individuals together in Marvin Center,
one of whom was drinking out of
a flask. The officers approached
the male subject and confiscated
the flask. The individual was of
age and unaffiliated with GW but
was with a GW student. Officers
emptied the contents of the flask
and returned it to the subject.
Referred to SJS
3/30/08 – Medical Faculty Associates building – 3:55 a.m. – case
closed
UPD officers responded to a report
of a male individual in the lobby of
the building drinking a beer. Officers disposed of the alcohol at the
scene, and the unaffiliated individual
was escorted from the building.
Subject barred from campus
Simple Assault
3/28/08 – University Parking Garage
– 3:30 p.m. – case closed
A GW parking employee reported
an assault to UPD. The complainant told officers that she called
her supervisor so she could help
a male individual trying to exit the
garage. She gave the phone to
the subject so he could speak
with the supervisor, and he allegedly threw the phone at her when
he was done talking, injuring her
hand. The complainant did not
press charges and the supervisor
is handling the matter.
–compiled by Amy D’Onofrio

“We love to see awards,”
Sherman said, “But we (also) move
on and go forward and keep working hard.”
The Hatchet’s editorial board
won first place for staff editorials,
while second and third place honors
went to members of The Hatchet’s
news, Web and photo departments.
Hatchet Senior Editor David
Ceasar said he was “legitimately surprised” to learn that he had won his
first first-place Mark of Excellence
Award for column writing. Last year
Ceasar won three second and third

Nick Gingold/photo editor

Tourists flock to the District Wednesday to see the annual
Cherry Blossom Festival. Springtime is one of the most active seasons for tourists in D.C.

place awards for news writing.
The Hatchet’s first place winners will move on to the Society
of Professional Journalist’s national competition where all 12 of the
nation’s SPJ regions will compete against one another. SPJ will
announce the winners in May.
Juniors Vishal Aswani and
Adam Rosenbloom won second
place for radio sports reporting. Josh
Meredith, an alumnus, won second
place for his online sports columns
on DailyColonial.com.
–Amy Rhodin

Correction
In "Gym Class Heroes to
play Spring Fling" (March
27, 200 p. 3), The Hatchet erroneously reported
Spring Fling was April 15.
Spring Fling is this weekend, April 5.

The GW Hatchet
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Student arrested at gym
Student tried
to enter with
no GWorld
by Amy D’Onofrio
Hatchet Staff Writer
A junior was arrested
Friday after she repeatedly tried to enter the Lerner
Health and Wellness Center without her GWorld
card.
HellWell staff initially
told Jennifer Sales she
could not enter the gym
because she did not have
her student identification.
She said she then left the
building to search for the
card, but could not find
it.
Police reports state
she repeatedly tried to

enter the facility without
permission. She said she
finally entered the adjacent JuiceZone area to eat,
which does not require a
GWorld.
When
the
building staff had their backs
turned, she said she took
an elevator to the fourth
floor and began to workout on an elliptical machine. A staff member reported her presence to a
gym manager.
“I had my iPod on
loud, and a UPD officer
tried to get my attention,”
she said. “I told him that
I would be off in 10 minutes and that I was a GW
student.”
The officer then removed her from the machine and arrested her
for unlawful entry, UPD
Chief Dolores Stafford
said. When the officer
threatened to arrest her,

Sales said she called 911.
The Metropolitan Police
Department arrived several minutes later.
“The MPD officer said
‘I have some bad news.
I’m sorry, I have to arrest you. UPD is pressing
charges for unlawful entry,'” Sales said.
After being processed
at the Second District station, Sales said she was released several hours later
– but officers had already
locked up her money and
told her she could not access it until the next day.
Sales said she called UPD
to pick her up, but they
said they could not help
her.
She said, “I walked a
couple miles and then told
a cab driver my story to
convince him to give me a
ride home.”
A court date is scheduled for April 17. 
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CCAS gets endowed professorship
Starting next spring,
GW’s Judaic studies program in the Columbian College will include a professorship in the Hebrew Bible
endowed by a GW parent’s
$2.5 million donation.
The Meir Kazmir Professorship is the first endowed
position the University has
announced since University President Steven Knapp
took over. Kazmir said he
was eager to reach out to the
Jewish community via GW’s
Judaic studies program, especially since his daughter is
a student here.
“I love GW,” he said,
“It’s an important place, especially for the Jewish community. I hope that its students will be able to make a
difference.”
Kazmir is the founder
and CEO of Direct Meds
Inc., a prescription drug
provider, and president and
CEO of the American International School System, an
organization that provides
education for children in

Asia and the Middle East.
Throughout his career, he
has won several awards for
his philanthropy and humanitarian work, including
the Theodore Herzl Award
in 1997, an award given by
the Israeli government.
“This is a very special
gift,” said Sharon Block, the
senior executive director of
the advancement of special
programs at GW. “It allows
us to fill a position that we
haven’t been able to fill.”
The motivation behind
Kazmir’s latest philanthropic donation was his desire
to foster a relationship between the Jewish community and others, as well as his
support of the University’s
president.
“I have confidence in
Steven Knapp,” Kazmir said.
The Charles E. Smith
Professorship of Judaic
Studies, the Judaic studies
program’s only other endowed professorship, began
in 1979.
–Nicole Gulotta

Hoya vote stalls fight for
independance
Georgetown’s student newspaper voted not
to oppose a university effort to trademark their
name Tuesday – hindering the paper's long-term
campaign to become an independent entity.
The Hoya, Georgetown’s largest student
newspaper, is funded and sponsored by the university but has tried to become an independent
corporation for many years. Georgetown applied
to trademark The Hoya’s masthead logo this fall,
which would prevent the paper from leaving the
school owning “The Hoya” name.
The Hoya’s board of directors voted 4 to 3 not
to file an opposition with the U.S. Patent Office
to legally contest the trademark of “The Hoya”
masthead, editor in chief Jonathan Swan said.
Wednesday was the final deadline for legally opposing the trademark.
The board did not contest the trademark because
they feared the university would retaliate by altering
previously negotiated terms of their proposed independence, Swan said. These terms were not yet accepted because the paper insisted on keeping the name.
Swan, who voted to contest the trademark,
said they will try to keep pressuring the university to negotiate leasing the name from the paper. If
one cannot be negotiated, he said, the paper will
most likely leave without the name.
“Independence is the ultimate goal no matter
what,” Swan said. “We will get there.”
–Bryan Han
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“

s nothing I can do to remove the salt from the salmon
cakes. They come in a can, and I can’t extract the salt."
– Tracey Rogers, the director of St. Mary’s Court dining services, on the complaints of some of her residents.

Lizzie Wozobski – Opinions Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Niketa Brar – Contributing Editor (nbrar@gwhatchet.com)

editorial

QUOTABLE

Whining not always worth it
THUMBS UP/
THUMBS DOWN

Looking at GW in the bigger picture

The Hatchet’s monthly wrap-up of
GW’s ups and downs.
Increased D.C. crime
Homicides and non-violent crime are on the
rise in the District. With the robbery of
a graduate student near Hughes Mews
and increased theft from cars in Foggy
Bottom, GW students should be especially aware of their safety. While the
Second District, GW’s district, is considered relatively safe, security should still be a
top issue.
New Nationals stadium inaugurated
With both the GW baseball team and
the Washington Nationals winning their
respective games, the season at Nationals Park is off to a flying start. The $611
million, 40,000-seat stadium stands to
stimulate baseball interest and attract
new area fans, as well as leading the invigoration of the Anacostia waterfront.
GW undergraduate research
This week a variety of campus organizations,
including the Student Association and the
Center for Undergraduate Fellowships, hosted the first Undergraduate
Research Symposium. In line with
University President Steven Knapp’s
focus on research and academic life at
GW, this is a good place to start. GW has a
long way to go before research is prominent on
this campus and more pronounced outlets (such as
journals and symposiums) are necessary.
CVS moves to GW
The vacant space in 2000 Penn will soon be
filled by the fifth CVS within a three
block radius of campus. The space
could have been filled with a vendor
better suited to serve student needs
,but the location at the heart of campus
will be convenient for the GW population
as well as the businesses currently located within
2000 Penn. Next on the agenda: another Starbucks.
Calling Gelman home
Marco Chomut, a sophomore engineering
student who lived in Gelman Library for over a
month this semester, certainly deserves a ‘thumbs
up’ for his ingenuity and resourcefulness. While
Chomut has turned into a campus celebrity, the University should not be left
out of the limelight. It is crucial that
the administration take responsibility
for its students and avoid such situations in the future by making itself more
accessible and helpful to students facing such difficulties. And if not, the admissions office should
consider extending campus tours to include a
crash-course on urban camping.
Women’s basketball travels to the Sweet 16
Another year, another successful
season for the lady Colonials. Although
Rutgers sent the team packing back to
Foggy Bottom, the women have capped
off another great run in the NCAA
tournament.
Hatchet wins awards, elects Roper
The Hatchet won 15 awards from the Society of Professional Journalists, including best non-daily
paper in the region. It is curious, given this
run of success, that The Hatchet would
elect Eric Roper its next leader. Roper is
a clown with curly hair who has an eye for
lawsuits. If there is anyone more hated than our
current editor in chief, it is our next. You’ll be fine, Roper.

Every so often, it’s good to look
ress and making recommendaat the big picture.
tions for ways that the University
Two weeks ago, when I first
can improve. The Middle States
received an e-mail
team met with almost
inviting me to particeveryone – University
ipate in a luncheon
President Steven Knapp,
with a team from
the deans, the executive board of the Faculty
the Middle States
Commission
on
Senate and a group of
Higher Education, I
students.
So from the beginthought, "Hey, free
ning, the lunch became
lunch, why not?"
But I’m happy to
much more interesting
say the experience
than I expected, if only
because I gained a little
turned out to be
more than just free
insight into the process.
SEAN
food (don’t worry,
At each table, four to six
though. Lunch was
students sat with one
R
EDDING
provided).
member of the accreditaFor those of you
tion team. The talk was
COLUMNIST
wondering
what
typical – we were asked
Middle States is,
about our experiences at
you are not alone.
GW and about student
I found out Monday that it’s basiopinion on things like financial
cally the commission that accredits
aid, professors, communication
universities like GW. Accreditation
with the administration and so on.
is extremely important; if GW
Out of all this talk, the question
weren’t accredited, students here
that struck me most was one that
wouldn’t qualify for financial aid.
many people may have thought
about before: if you could tell
At a school like GW, accreditation is virtually guaranteed, so
President Knapp to do one thing
to improve GW, what would it be?
the important aspect of it is really
the process. Middle States sends
At that moment, I didn’t know
a team of professors and adminwhat to say.
istrators from universities across
There were many possibilities,
of course. I thought about the need
the country to spend several days
at the school, evaluating progto work with student organizations

like GW STAND and GreenGW and
pursue socially responsible investment policies. I thought about cutting through some of the ridiculous
amount of red tape found all over
campus, so that dealing with minor
problems doesn’t have to be so
painful. I thought about how great
it would be if student organizations, the heart of GW, could receive
the financial support they deserve.
I even thought about asking Knapp
to expand dining options and to
stop forcing me to eat at J Street.
I thought about all those things,
but in the end none of them really
seemed big enough. The question
was aimed at something that would
improve GW as a whole, and all of
these ideas for improvement were
based only on my narrow sphere of
interest. Looking at things like this,
it’s easy to complain. But we have
to be careful of forgetting to look in
terms of the big picture, too.
I don’t want to be too preachy,
because I complain as much as anyone does. I hate the wild goose chases I’m constantly sent on from office
to office. I hate the hoops that student orgs have to jump through just
to be re-approved every year. But I
want to share what one student at
my table, a senior, said when asked
about what’s wrong at GW.
He said that he has a hard time
listening when people complain

because, as a senior, he remembers
when things were so much worse.
He said that since his freshman
year, GW has improved a great
deal, and people should remember
that when they complain about
things like Sodexho and housing.
That got me thinking that I
shouldn’t be so narrow-minded in
my approach to GW’s problems.
Even though I’m just a sophomore,
I’ve seen a lot of things improve
just from last year alone, and so
has everyone else.
I am not suggesting that people should stop thinking critically
about GW; the school will never
improve if students don’t evaluate
and criticize. But thinking in terms
of the bigger picture can help frame
small complaints in terms of larger
problems. For instance, the larger
problem with this year’s mandatory dining fiasco is the University’s
unresponsiveness to overwhelming student demand. That kind of
problem encompasses a large number of issues, and that is the type of
problem the University must solve
before any of the little issues can be
adequately addressed. The solutions to these larger-scale problems
line the path to real improvement.
– The writer, a sophomore majoring in history and political science, is
a Hatchet columnist.

A new look at an old friend
Legislatures contemplate drinking age
“I hear this bandied about that if you are
old enough to fight for your country, you are
old enough to have a beer … I don’t think it’s
the same type of maturity.” So said Deputy
Transportation Secretary Thomas Barrett in a
meeting at the Senate in the fall. He has a
point.
After all, taking out loans, voting, being
prosecuted as an adult and living independently are far easier privileges to manage than
getting a glass of wine with
dinner. Thankfully, state legislatures and common sense
are gaining some ground in
this debate. But the discussion should not stop there. We
need to look beyond our own
borders for answers to this
heavy issue.
As many of us are all too
JUSTIN
aware, our current 21-andover alcohol law is not necesGUIFFRE
sarily proving to be the best
COLUMNIST
or most effective policy. In
countries across the world
governments somehow allow
people under 21 to drink and
they manage to remain functional societies.
We should look more closely at the mentalities
abroad concerning alcohol to help reexamine
our own policies.
After spending several years on a military
base in Japan, I cannot tell you how many
Marines, and not always sober ones, have complained to me about how the government will
let them take a bullet but not a beer. Already living extremely dangerous and rule-bound lives,
many in the armed services see the age limit as
an irrational slight against their responsibility.

In the past few weeks, bills have come out
will drive you and your car home. The mentality is that somebody even having a little bit to
of the legislative woodwork that would start to
grind away at the 21-and-over law. The reasondrink will not be driving. Harsh sentences for
ing is simple and straightforward enough – that
violators also help control this, but the concept
is so well entrenched it winds up being foreignthose in uniform are old enough to offer their
ers who are more often arrested anyway.
lives at 18, yet not old enough to visit their
local bar.
Europe is another valid overseas example.
Proposed legislation in Kentucky, South
Our closely related cultures make the compariCarolina
and
son even more interesting. Professor
Wisconsin would
emeritus at SUNY Potsdam David
establish a lower the
F. Hanson and journalist Matt
drinking age for milWalcoff analyzed research from the
itary members to 18.
Department of Justice and concludthat American teens, not those
Another issue on the
Many Marines... have ed
ballot in Missouri
from southern Europe, were most
would allow for all
likely to have been drunk in the
complained to me
those 18 and older
preceding 30 days. Even more concerning, they said, is that over half
to drink legally.
about
how
the
govof the teens from the U.S. were conAs South Carolina
State Representative
ernment will let them sidered drunk while under a fourth
Fletcher Smith told
was true for teens from Southern
USA Today, “If you take a bullet but not
Europe.
can take a shot on
What America really needs is
the battlefield you a beer.
to reevaluate its beliefs on alcohol.
ought to be able to
Let’s face it, America (just like the
take a shot of beer
rest of the world) loves to drink.
legally.” This disBut it is that same obsession that
cussion spreading
leads kids who are underage to
across the country showcases that the more
go on binges; coupled with the fact that they
are doing this illegally, makes it all the more
we talk about alcohol abuse among youngsters
today, the more focused we become on the faildangerous. If Americans could take a stance
ings of the current law and the atmosphere it
on alcohol that emphasizes moderation and
has created around drinking.
responsibility instead of abstinence, the probIn Japan, where the drinking age is 20, you
lems of alcohol today could prove surmountcan purchase alcohol in vending machines. The
able. When it comes to alcohol, looking abroad,
result is really more of a drinking age guideline.
like studying abroad, can teach us a lot about
ourselves.
But this lax behavior is countered by a culture
that directly addresses the problems associated
– The writer, a freshman majoring in political
with drinking. A major new business in Japan is
a special kind of taxi that – for twice the price –
science, is a Hatchet columnist.

letters to the editor
Avoiding controversy at Commencement
The selection of Julian Bond as the
2008 Commencement speaker reflects the
increasingly mobilized nature of the young
generation today. This phenomenon happens
when national and international circumstances
have not gone according to plan (assuming
there is one), resulting in the eschewing of
tradition that defined the movements of the
sixties and seventies.
The recent backlash against the Republican
Party that has become so prevalent is reflected
by the choice of a man who has made comments
that alienate a large portion of the population
of our school and nation. While the keynote
address is for the students, I have a hard time
believing that remarks similar to those made
by Bond in the past would be well-received by
parents and other members of older generations
that will also be attending graduation.
I am not looking for a politically bland
speech that offends no one. I want the speaker
to be provocative, fresh and educational. But I
do not want a controversial and divisive speech
to mar what is supposed to be a celebration as
well as a time to look forward to being an active
member of the world beyond college. I hope
that Bond keeps this in mind when preparing
for his speech in May.
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Thayer Mullins
Senior

Bond is a distinguished civil rights leader,
and the right wing objects to him because
he is not afraid to tell the truth about them.
While his words may at times be sensational,
the underlying premises of his statements
are understandable. Even Ken Mehlman,
former chairman of the Republican National
Committee, admitted in a 2005 address to the
NAACP convention that the Republican Party
has ignored and even worked to disenfranchise
blacks and "benefit politically from racial
polarization." It is indisputable that the modern
Republican Party is a far, far cry from that of
Abraham Lincoln. We would hope that the
CRs would be able to forgive Bond for taking
the GOP's use of race as a political football
somewhat personally.
So while the GW CRs moan and groan
about a civil rights leader that had some blunt
statements following President George Bush's

Speaking up for Bond
The GW College Democrats find it truly
telling that this is the moment the College
Republicans have chosen to raise their voice in
protest. For the same CRs who have not said
a word about elected Republicans that have
degraded public discourse by referring to Sen.
Barack Obama's (D-Ill.) middle name in order
to question his patriotism and religion, have
declared as “unfortunate” the University’s
choice for Commencement speaker, civil
rights leader and American statesman, Julian
Bond. Apparently, the only kind of "hatred"
that bothers the CRs is that which is directed
toward their party.
First, let us firmly state the position of
our organization: We do not, and will not
ever, consider a few
outweigh the lifetim
to his country and to the American people. We
will continue to speak out on issues of real
are proud that our University will be giving
importance: health care, ending the war in Iraq,
civil rights and creating a twenty-first century
Bond an honorary degree and our graduating
seniors believe Bond’s consistent stand for
energy policy
YOUR
OICE
EWeHEARD
! that the GW CR’s priorities
justice is at the very heart of HAVE
what their
time VOICE
are hopeful
here at GW has taught them and what they will
are in line with those of the RNC and John
McCain this November. The American people,
take out into the world.

The GW College Democrats Executive Board
Another disappointing Spring Fling act
Another year, another weak choice for
Spring Fling. I continue to be baffled by the fact
that we pay $50,000 a year and cannot afford a
better act than this year's one-hit-wonder Gym
Class Heroes. I know it is a free concert and we
shouldn't really complain, but we need to look
around the country to understand that some
colleges do it better. Tufts University last year
had T.I., Spoon and Lupe Fiasco – three different
acts for everyone's taste, all for free. Gym Class
Heroes appeals to very few. We either need to
find smarter people to choose artists that appeal
hese
act.
Last year we had Regina Spektor. This year we
have Gym Class Heroes. What do both years
have in common? I didn't attend last year and I
don't plan on attending this year.
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Target opens in Columbia Heights
National chain
opens first store
in D.C.
by Justine Karp
Hatchet Staff Writer
In past years, families of
GW students often traveled to
Virginia to shop at Target and
pick up last-minute dorm room
essentials on move-in day.
Now, shoppers won't have to
leave the District.
Target opened its first location ever in D.C. last month in
Columbia Heights.
The new location is part of
a $145 million retail complex in
Northwest D.C. that also features Marshalls, Best Buy, Bed
Bath and Beyond and Washington Sports Club.
Jana O’Leary, a spokesperson for Target Stores, said college students are one of the

Viktors Dindzans/Hatchet staff photographer

Before Target opened in Columbia Heights, the franchise did not
have a metro-accesible store.
store’s major customer demographics.
“I would say that college
students are one core guest segments for us,” O’Leary said.
The store uses various
methods to tailor their adver-

tisement to college students,
including publishing a catalogue, advertising through
popular Web sites and television and holding special
events.
Target has merchandise

ranging from mousetraps to
clothing to some of the newest
technology on the market.
The store has also been a
boost to the city’s economy.
Derriene Butler, a guest service
team leader, said the store has
created 420 new jobs, and about
40 are still available.
Marina Iraheta, who grew
up in the area and is currently
attending Devry University,
said the store is very convenient for the community. Target
also did a great job promoting
the opening, she added.
While word is still spreading on GW’s campus, some
students said they are excited
about having a store in a Metro-accessible location.
Sophomore Jonathan Miller
said the convenience makes it
a lot more accessible than locations in Virginia.
He said, “I went to a Target
once last year, and my friend
had to rent a Zipcar and it was
really annoying, so this will be
easier.”
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Most students get top housing choises
A large majority of students
received one of their top three
choices for University housing
next year and GW Housing Programs placed several hundred
students on wait lists, the University announced.
“We are pleased with how
the assignment process went this
year,” said Seth Weinshel, an assignment director for GW Housing. “We plan to be able to assign
every student on both wait lists.”
Only 18 percent of students
who applied for housing did
not get one of their top three
residence hall choices, Weinshel
said. Four hundred and fifty
students were placed on a “nonguaranteed wait list” for University housing.
While the University guarantees freshmen and sophomores
housing, upperclassmen do not
have the same assurance.
Weinshel said GW Housing
Programs received about 500 emails from students after housing assignments were released.
Though he worried the high volume might indicate students had
problems with the assignment

process, most of the messages
concerned the wait lists, he said.
“Just like in past years," he
said "we will do everything that
we can to get every student a
bed that wants a bed.”
Freshman ErnestoApreza said
he was happy with his housing
because he didn’t list a preferred
residence hall or roommate.
For some students, next
year’s University housing is an
improvement.
“My freshman year I was on
the (Mount Vernon Campus),
which sucked,” sophomore Harris Reichenbaum said. “I got my
first choice this year.”
Despite the largely positive feedback Weinshel said he
has already received about this
year’s assignment process, he
added that there is still room for
improvement.
Over the next couple of
weeks, GW Housing Programs
will address Apple users’ inability to utilize the iHousing software
on their computers, a discrepancy
that led to problems for students
during housing registration.
– Andrew Ramonas
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Prof traces bipedialism
Study: Human
or ape walked 6
mill. years ago
by Kaden Trifilio
Hatchet Reporter
A GW scientist concluded
that a six million year-old Kenyan fossil is the oldest human
relative to have walked upright and on two feet.
GW associate anthropology professor Brian Richmond
and SUNY Stony Brook professor William Jungers conducted
measurements of a the thigh
bone of an Orrorin tugenesis
fossil, which a French research
team found in 2000. The findings
were published in the March 21
issue of Science magazine.
The fossil is the earliest evidence of bipedalism and “the
oldest evidence tracing the
lineage of human ancestors,”
Richmond said.
He added, "My research
interests have always been human origins and the origins
of human adaptations, and so

when this discovery was first
announced in 2000, it was pretty clear that this was going to
be an important discovery.”
Richmond analyzed the
bone sizes and compared it to
other fossils. This finding reinforces the idea that the split
between human and apes occurred sometime between five
and eight million years ago.
Walking upright and on two
feet is a crucial characteristic
distinguishing humans from
apes. This particular ancestor
may have climbed trees as well
as walked on two feet.
The researchers plan to
scan the inside of the bone to
better understand the characteristics of the primitive human. Richmond and Jungers
also plan to conduct research
on the environment during Orrorin tugensis' time to better
understand the reasons for the
development of walking on
two feet, he said.
"We know bipedality is the
key trait that separates humans from apes," said Robin
Bernstein, an anthropology
professor.
But to some researchers,
the 6 million-year-old fossil is

only evidence that apes, not
humans, in that period walked
on two feet.
"For myself, it's quite interesting because if you look
at the other fragments, most of
those bits and pieces would not
make you think this is a human
ancestor; it would make you
think it was an ape,” said GW
human origins professor Bernard Wood. “To me, it suggests
that bipedality may not have
been confined to our lineage. It
may have been something that
extinct apes were doing.”
Orrorin’s place in the human family tree is still unclear,
and Wood said more research
is necessary to show the relationship between humans and
Orrorin.
"If you want to show if it's
one of our direct ancestors,
you've got to go and find more
of it," he said.
James Clark, chair of the
biology department, called the
study an “important interpretation,” and said he “did not
see any big red flags” when he
was reading the report.
“It’s not earth-shattering …
it basically extends things back
in time.” he said. 

First alt. Greek Week raises $140 for MS charity
The professional, honors
and service Greek-letter fraternities have raised about
$140 dollars in their penny
war competition, an event
held as part of the first annual
Alternative Greek Week.
The weeklong event began
last Saturday and ends April 5
with a multiple sclerosis charity walk, an awards luncheon
and an announcement of all
the events’ winners at the
Spring Fling concert.
Five competitive activities, which the organizations
have been planning for nearly
six weeks, have already taken
place. These events include a
“mini-Olympics,” an “Amazing Race,” a “World Cup”
tournament, and a “Where
in the World” quiz game. So
far, Delta Phi Epsilon, Epsilon
Sigma Alpha and Alpha Phi
Omega have each taken home
victories in the events.
Kira Peterson, a member
of the Alpha Phi Omega fraternity and one of the week’s

coordinators, said that besides
raising money and “having
a really good time,” Alternative Greek Week is an attempt
to “create unity and cooperation” among the PHS fraternities.
Although the week’s competitors are only PHS members, “spectators are welcome
to come and watch,” Peterson
said.
Jen Carter, an event coordinator and member of Phi Sigma
Pi, agreed that the week gives
the “non-social Greek organizations” a chance to interact.
“We have also fostered
some healthy competition
among the orgs and had a really great time. I think we’ve
definitely accomplished our
goals of raising awareness
of non-social Greek orgs
on and off campus, formed
some great bonds between
the groups and are having a
lot of fun while raising some
money for charity,” Carter
said.

Chris Diaz, president of
Phi Sigma Pi and the primary
coordinator of Alternative
Greek Week, said although
this is the first year they have
held the event, “the attendance and enthusiasm of all
the fraternities and sororities
involved has been phenomenal.”
Diaz said the PHS council hopes to make Alternative
Greek Week an annual tradition, expand its number of
participants and work with
the Interfraternity Council,
the Panhellenic Association
and the Multicultural Greek
Council to organize one
school-wide Greek Week to
celebrate diversity in greekletter life at GW.
Other Alternative Greek
Week events planned for this
week include a “World Tour”
Rock Band video game competition, a “Night out on the
Town” club night and an multiple sclerosis walk.
–Simone Perez
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Colonial Kosher Café a must-try on GWorld

Joe Ginarte/Hatchet Photographer

by Dana Rosenfarb | Hatchet Reporter

Community members Ryan London (left) and Dina Feigelstock enjoy a meal in the basement of GW's Hillel.

T

here are certain rarities in every college student’s life. These include proper
amounts of sleep, sanitary living conditions and home-cooked meals. One cannot remedy the first two, but accessible,
delicious and even affordable home-cooked meals
do exist on campus. Just take a trip to The Colonial
Kosher Café located in the basement of Hillel on
23rd and H streets.
Chefs Shari and Larry Shor, masterminds be-

hind the restaurant, opened the kitchen after closing their store in Rockville, Md. “We love the kids,”
Shari Shor said. “They are fun to be around and we
love being here.”
The friendly and personal service sets the café
apart from other eateries on campus that accept
GWorld. Shari and Larry not only make your sandwich exactly how you like it, but they will also become new friends and surrogate parents at no extra
charge. Senior Ann Blake describes the couple as,

by Amanda Pacitti
Contributing Editor

sipated once he started hitting the tables more
aggressively.
While at M.I.T., Ma and others were trained
in card counting by professor Mickey Rosa
(Kevin Spacey), who encouraged students to
hit Vegas casinos on the weekends. Soon after, the students were beating casinos on the
blackjack table, earning thousands of dollars
each time and inevitably running risks along
the way. For example, the students in the film
meet an unfriendly casino owner (Lawrence
Fishburne), who is less than amused with their
finely honed skill.
Ma had the chance to turn the tables – figuratively – when he was invited to participate
in the film as his real life opponent, a blackjack dealer. And though the film adaptation
changes some arguably relevant details of the
story (Ma, of Chinese descent, is played by
British actor Sturgess), he said the necessary
and enduring qualities of his experience remain.
“I think there’s been a lot made of (race).
This really isn’t a race story,” he said, explaining that the bond between the students was
captured effectively onscreen.
“The most important part was bonding
with friends to win casinos,” he said.

FilmFeature : "21"

Reflecting on his experiences in Las Vegas
casinos, renowned card counter and inspiration for the new film “21” Jeff Ma said, “It’s
sort of similar to someone having a high price
buffet.”
But instead of indulging in potato salad,
Ma and his classmates at M.I.T. returned from
casinos with myriad luxurious prizes and
thousands of dollars. Their story was first
chronicled in the book, "Bringing Down the
House: The Inside Story of Six M.I.T. Students
Who Took Vegas for Millions," by Ben Mezrich, and now by Columbia Pictures in a film
released last week.
“I think it definitely was something that
came out of audacity,” Ma said in an interview
with The Hatchet. “Blackjack gave me elements of my personality.”
He is portrayed in the film – under the
name Ben Campbell – by up-and-comer Jim
Sturgess (“Across the Universe,” “The Other
Boleyn Girl”).
Ma explained that he was initially hesitant
to count cards, citing his more conservative
upbringing as a factor holding him back.
“I was definitely reluctant to get involved,”
Ma said. But his apprehension apparently dis-

“The only two people who serve food on campus
who will bend over backward to make sure they
get your order right.”
The Shors cook up what most delis strive for
– generous portions of great food at a studentfriendly price. There is a wide selection of kosher
deli sandwiches including turkey, and pastrami
that are leanly cut and stacked high on a variety
of breads ($8.99). Hamburgers are thick, juicy and
take up exactly the right amount of bun space

Ben Campbell (Jim Sturgess) is recruited to join M.I.T.'s blackjack team in Columbia Pictures' "21"
by Amanda Pacitti
Contributing Editor

Turn your charm on, ladies and gents. Music this April is set to leave you wondering why
you haven’t kept up with “that kid you used to
be friends with who always buys tickets to everything.” Oh, and whether or not Dolly Parton is,
ahem, a screamer.
Take advantage of Spring Fling (free!), and get
down with Gym Class Heroes this Saturday, on
GW’s dime.
Life got you down? Chin up, kid! Join coheadliners Jay-Z and Mary J. Blige at the Verizon
Center Sunday in support of their “Heart of the
City” tour. And don’t despair if you’re strapped
for cash, my little GWorld worm. Tickets are
priced from $49 to $1500, so there is a spot for all
levels of indulgence.
Have a heart and give back! Drop $10 at Black
Cat April 8 to support the National Coalition for
the Homeless by jamming away society’s ills with
The Beanstalk Library, your GW brethren Bottles/Cans and PS24.
Weren’t quick enough on tickets for electronica Brits Hot Chip? Get ready to charm someone’s
pants off. Hit up “that kid” and make nice so as
to not be left out of going to the show April 11 at
9:30 Club.
Ah! Nothing’s more palatable to us young socourtesy Shervin Lainez
phisticates
than our sweet pretension. Drop $28 to
D.C. favorites The Beanstalk Library (pictured) will play at Black Cat Backstage on April 8th.

If you have

$5
$10
$20

AN ENTERTAINMENT
GUIDE FOR THE
CASH-STRAPPED
COLLEGE STUDENT

This month
in live music

$5

There’s tons of free music right
here on GW’s campus this weekend. Program Board’s annual Spring
Fling celebration on the University
Yard (21st & H St. N.W.) on Saturday,
featuring headliners Gym Class
Heroes, as well as Tyga & O’Neal
McKnight and several student performances, starting at 2:30 p.m.
Also, the GW Symphony Orchestra
will be holding their spring concert
at Lisner auditorium on Sunday at
3:00 p.m

See KOSHER, p. 8

courtesy Peter Lovino/Sony Pictures

See 21, p. 8

April:

($6.99). If you do not eat red meat, there are also
grilled schnitzel chicken sandwiches.
Herbivores should not feel left out. There is
a garden burger on the menu that gets quite the
rave. Meals also include chips, pretzels and a
side of potato salad, sesame noodles or coleslaw.
Don’t forget a can of Dr. Brown’s soda – a deli
fixture.

If you have

$10

Borrow $5 more and head over to
the Black Cat (1811 14th St. N.W.) on
Friday to catch Brooklyn, N.Y.'s Les
Savy Fav. Even if you don’t enjoy their
music, their live show will blow your
mind as frontman Tim Harrington will
throw a spazz on stage, leaving you
with plenty of memorable moments
like eating and throwing pies on
stage. Opening is the San Franciscobased duo The Dodos, utilizing multiple instruments and effects on stage
to create a heavy, full sound.

If you have

fulfill commitment to your enviable GW-branded
intellectualism by joining The Decemberists’
frontman Colin Meloy April 13 at the 9:30 Club.
Or for those (pretentiously) avoiding pretension
show your District friends love and hit up Rock
and Roll Hotel that same night for a lower-priced
($10) rock-sesh with These United States.
If you can, score a pass to one of two sold-out
nights of indie relevance when The New Pornographers and Okkervil River take to the 9:30 Club
April 14 and 15.
Ladies: looking to stay fly? Join oh-my-Godso-“Complicated”-and-simply-the-best Avril Lavigne at the Patriot Center April 15, with openers
Boys Like Girls. The price for such girl power?
Loss of street-cred…loss of $42…
9:30 Club is sold out? AGAIN? Make niceynice with “that kid” (AGAIN?) since you’ll need
to score a ticket to see British MTV darling Kate
Nash there April 17; and Metal Machine Music/
Velvet, the underground God in sunglasses Lou
Reed on April 22; and pop ballad chick
k Sara Bareilles April 28.
Feelin’ D.C. flavor? Head to Rock and Roll
Hotel to pump the jams with Exit Clov April 19.
And, honestly, buy your own tickets this time. No
one likes a leech.
Repent for your friendly insincerity and find
authentic experience with low-fi indie rock lads
See LIVE, p. 8

$20

Catch Saul Williams with his four
piece band at 9:30 Club Monday,
April 7. The hip-hop artist/spokenword poet recently came out with
his album, “The Inevitable Rise and
Liberation of Niggy Tardust!”, coproduced by Nine Inch Nails’ Trent
Reznor. Performing live, Williams
uses his creative energy on stage
to deliver a strong and emotional
message to the crowd, along with
sick beats and heavy riffs. Tickets
are $15.

For additional audio, video and multimedia on these and other stories, check the new Hatchet arts blog at

blogs.gwhatchet.com/backstage
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BarBelle

KOSHER
from p. 7

Wonderland Ballroom
1101 Kenyon St. N.W.
With the onset of senioritis, spring, March madness
and impending adulthood, it is safe to say that my
inhibitions are running ramped and I am finding it particularly hard to recall the events of my past excursion.
Fact: I made it all the way out to Wonderland Ballroom
in Columbia Heights. Fact: I tried walking home at
some point. Fact: the bar was kick-ass. Fact: I woke up
the next morning with a horrid headache. Now let's try
to figure out the blank spaces together.
After toasting a friend’s birthday with rounds of
whiskey, a group of four of us decided to try a bar called
Wonderland Ballroom since we were already at a house
on U Street and the rest of the crowd was drunk, horny
and heading to a gay bar. Much love to the gay bars,
but I have a hard enough time finding guys at a regular
bar that I’m pretty sure I would be out of luck at a gay
bar. So after sneaking a couple shots with my friend,
we made our way down some shady corners to 1101
Kenyon St. where an inconspicuous bar sat amid an otherwise residential area. Lit up by Christmas lights and
pumping indie tunes, Wonderland Ballroom was easy
to find. Even through blurred vision I could tell that by
the look of this place we were in for quite the night.
The bar, unlike the children on “I Know My Kid’s a
Star,” had the “it factor.” From what I can remember the
crowd was a hodge-podge of socialites, young hipsters
in skinny jeans sipping on exotic beers, prepsters in
collared shirts toasting a song, moms and dads relaxing
after a hard day's work, and everyone in between sharing a bond over the 24 beers on tap and eclectic music
both on the jukebox and live upstairs. It was pretty awesome to watch all these people coming together in one
place.

The bar itself has two floors – the first with a large
bar at the entrance, seating to the side and an open
space for dancing in the back. All I got to see of the
upstairs was a graffitied wall next to the bathroom, but
there is another bar, and a stage where bands play and
DJ’s spin during the week. What was even stranger was
running into other friends from GW at such an unlikely
place. I guess I wasn’t the only one to find that a bar trying to be plain and simply a friendly and unpretentious
place was truly refreshing. No televisions, no flashing
lights – just cheap drinks, tons of space and all-around
awesomeness.
Since I don’t remember a lot of the night, I did a
little research on Wonderland Ballroom and found that
people have either a love or hate relationship with this
place. Unfortunately, locals are becoming upset that
college students like us are finding out about their little
spot and turning it into a magnet for the hipster scene
which tends to feast on an “uncool” bar, thus making it
cool until it is known to be cool, thus making it uncool.
(Phew! I know, confusing.)
The Wonderland veterans don’t want their bar to
be overtaken by our kind, but really, can we help it if
we fall in love with a species that has become extinct
in Washington? So I urge you, readers, if you travel to
Wonderland; do not feed into the locals’ fears. Don’t
make this bar disposable, because it is quite the gem in
a jaded area. But most of all, don’t try to walk back to
campus – you’ll want to save money for a cab. 

Bar Belle Rating

A three-time Grammy award winner
told Jazz Appreciation Month celebrants
in Jack Morton Auditorium that modern
youth lack an appreciation and an understanding of jazz music.
Ramsey Lewis, a musician and the
host of the Smithsonian Institute’s launch
of Jazz Appreciation Month on Monday,
focused his discussion at GW on the declining popularity of jazz among the youngest
generation.
“Young people think they can play
Charlie Parker songs and ‘look, mo,m no
hands,’” Lewis said. “But that’s a means
to the end, not an end. Whether it is at the
church or at the (YMCA), there is something that can be done for young people in
the arts.”
JAM takes place every April and attempts to teach young people about jazz
through a series of festivals, speeches and
performances. Lewis said large jazz celebrations outside of the annual festival are
not very popular among young people.
“There used to be a time where we had
three or four-day jazz festivals,” Lewis said.

“Now, there must be a pop artist there.”
Of the 70 people that attended this
year’s JAM launch, only five attendees
were students. Bret Dubois, a senior majoring in political science, said youth representation at the GW event is representative
of a national trend. He said the only reason
he attended is because Lewis is a family
friend.
“Today’s average college kid doesn’t
appreciate jazz music and doesn’t really
know about it,” Dubois said. “I mean think
about it. Do you know anyone who listens
to jazz in their room? Probably not. I listen
to it but I’m an anomaly because I happen
to adore all types of music.”
The GW event also included a performance by the Fredrico Nay International
music group, a video clip of the trailer for
Lewis’ new television show, an on-stage
interview with legendary jazz guitarist
Larry Coryell, and speeches by University
President Steven Knapp and National Museum of American History Director Brent
Glass.
Coryell and Lewis said primary school
education is a major culprit behind the ignorance in jazz music.
“Young people, it is my impression,

By popular demand there are
more daily specials on the café menu.
Additionally, there is the arrival of an
all-you-can-eat salad bar loaded with
upscale options such as roasted red
peppers, artichokes, nuts and dried
fruit ($5.99).
Ambiance is almost as integral to
the success of the café as the food. A
word of advice: do not come in wearing embarrassing stage makeup or
clown clothes because, while the clientele is non-judgmental, it is guaranteed that you will run into someone
you know. Also do not be surprised if
strangers invite you to join them, because unlike other dining institutions
on campus, the students are actually
friendly. Junior Alex Cohen-Smith
points out that the café “doesn’t feel
like the typical Ivory or J Street. It’s a
homey kind of place.”
The one major downfall is that
lines can be long during peak hours
(noon - 2 p.m.). But if you are in a rush,
make sure Shari and Larry know and
they will try to speed up your order.

don’t seem to understand the roots (of
jazz),” Coryell said.
“Or hip-hop and how it has been influenced by the schools,” Lewis added.
“When I went to the public schools in
Chicago, these young kids looked at the
acoustic base like it was Mars. What is a
rhythm? What is a chord? What is a melody? Youth needs to be taught that in the
schools again.”
In 2005, Lewis partnered with his
wife to create the Ramsey Lewis Foundation, an organization that provides young
people with musical instruments and pays
for the tuition for students who want to attend colleges with strong music programs;
Oberlin College and the Juilliard School
are just two examples.
“To ensure that there will be jazz masters 30 and 40 years from now, we must do
our part to perpetuate our ideas,” Lewis
said.
Glass said jazz is an important part of
American culture that should not be neglected.
“The history of America can’t be told
without American jazz,” Glass said. “It’s
an art form that connects so much of
American history.” 

The Shors do not want to compromise
freshness, and certain items may not
always be in stock and meals sometimes take longer to prepare.
“The food is always fresh,” Larry said. “If we wouldn’t eat it, why
should you?”
The café is certainly an important and overdue improvement in the
lives of Jewish students on campus.
There are a number of students who
frequent the Café who do not keep
Kosher or are even Jewish. There is no
reason to be intimidated – walk right
in and the Shors will make you feel
at home.
So order up a hamburger grilled
the way you like it, sip a Dr. Brown’s,
relax and schmooze. The food is fabulous, the Shors’ are possibly the nicest
people on campus and the environment is great. The Colonial Kosher
Café is one of the newest culinary
institutions on campus and with its
personality and delightful meals, it is
likely to be around for a long time. 
Hours:
Monday-Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
(Steak night 6-8 p.m.)
Thursday: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday: 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Jazz icon kicks off Jazz Appreciation Month
by Danielle Meister
Hatchet Staff Writer

Arts

He added there was no one more appropriate to play himself than Sturgess,
appearances aside. “He took such an interest in my story,” Ma said, citing that he
was happy Sturgess didn’t view the role
as another “notch in his belt.”
Ma also pointed out the value in
his experience for his personal success.
Now a business owner running a fantasy
sports stock trading Web site called ProTrade.com, he credits his card counting
as formative to his accomplishment. For
example, Ma earned his first job as a Wall
Street trader when an employer took interest in the “card counting skills” listed
at the very bottom of his résumé.
“There isn’t one path to success,”
he said. “The reality is that the experience has put me in a better place to
succeed.” 
“21,” directed by Robert Luketic
(“Legally Blonde,” “Monster-in- Law”), produced by Dana Brunetti, Kevin Spacey and
Michael De Luca, written by Peter Steinfeld
and Allan Loeb and based on the book by Ben
Mezrich, stars Jim Sturgess, Kate Bosworth,
with Laurence Fishburne and Kevin Spacey.
It is now in theaters.

from p.7
Tapes ‘n Tapes when they take 9:30
Club April 23. Tickets are $15. Appreciate a $12 Canadian counterpoint
to Lady Lavigne? Hit Black Cat April
25 for the so-less-“complicated” Dan
Bajar of Destroyer.
Beehives ready? For $40 (plus,
um, $3 for hairspray) you can tell
mom that you saw her favorites-ago-go The B-52s at 9:30 Club April
26.
Also, be sure to catch “Backwoods Barbie” (not a porno title).
Want proof? Join Dolly Parton as
she performs in support of her most
recent release at Patriot Center April
28. Tickets range from $45 to $75.
“When Life Gives You Lemons
You Paint Washington D.C. Gold,”
says hip-hop head Atmosphere, set
to hit 9:30 Club April 29. For a ticket,
drop $20, not your glass of lemonade.
Finish off the month like any successful young, educated and relevant
GW kid: get oppositional by shelling
out $17 to see punk rock legends
Anti-Flag at 9:30 Club April 30. 

Turn this paper into a mess of pulp.
Please recyle your Hatchet.
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Groups ask for green roof
Roof would be
installed atop
ESIA
by Eric Thibault
Hatchet Staff Writer
Two student organizations are
working with administrators to
raise $18,000 for the installation
of a structure that could save the
University money in electric bills.
Green GW and Net Impact have
raised $7,000 of a needed $25,000 to
place a green roof atop the Elliott
School of International Affairs. The
vegetative structure would consist
of soil, plants, a waterproof membrane and a drainage system.
“This is about having a symbolic demonstration of GW’s commitment to environmental sustainability and creating awareness
among students, faculty, alumni
and other stake holders around
the university,” said Brett Kaplan, a
graduate student who has helped
spearhead the project.

Kaplan, a member of Net
Impact, is working with his group
to compile research to present to
the University administrators who
will need to approve the project.
“It’s important because it
places us on the map in terms of
keeping up with universities that
have already instituted similar
projects, and to get ahead of the
ones that haven’t so that GW is
recognized as a leader in sustainability,” said David Goucher, Net
Impact’s vice president of environmental initiatives.
The 2,000 square-foot green roof
would be installed on the City View
room terrace in the Elliott School.
The roof acts as a stable living ecosystem, enabling the roof underneath it
to last up to two times longer and
decreasing storm water runoff.
GreenGW received a $5,000
Socially Responsible Initiative
grant for the project, and received
$2,000 more from the 2007 Green
Campus Fund. The Student
Association administers the SRI
grant, which consists of $25,000
from the University that student organizations can apply for
throughout the year.

ST. MARY'S

“I think we’re presenting
this as a good incentive to the
University that we have already
raised $7,000 for the project,” said
Spencer Olson, director of policy
for GreenGW.
Olson said the green roof will
absorb carbon and other pollutants and will also keep the building cooler, saving the University
money in electricity fees.
Kaplan noted that the project, on a small-scale level, would
not have a huge environmental
impact, but would be used as a
pilot project to show the benefits of
green roofs on a larger scale.
“Ideally professors would
also use this for academic research
opportunities to study habitats,
storm water runoff projects and
things of that nature,” Kaplan said.
Professors in the business and
engineering schools have already
expressed interest in researching
what the roof can do.
American recently installed a
7,000 square-foot green roof. The
University of North Carolina and
Harvard University also have
green roofs. Georgetown has a
similar project in the works. 
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homeless, are asked to donate up to $2 for the meal.
Pully estimates about 35 non-residents come for
lunch every day.
“The non-residents do the best they can. Some
people donate a few cents or some people give
nothing,” said Elizabeth Sullivan, an 87-year-old
resident of St. Mary’s Court.
Holding a food service committee meeting
once a month allows seniors to voice their concerns
about the food and to discuss ways to implement
new policies. Billy Wright, a 61-year-old resident,
chairs the committee and said he was nominated
for his position because he previously attended
culinary school and worked as a chef.
“You can’t please everyone, but we try to work
on the menu together for the (upcoming) month and
discuss what (the diners) like and don’t like,” Wright
said.
The food service committee worked to provide
sugar-free sweets including ice cream, pies and cookies for the high volume of diners living with diabetes.
Tracey Rodgers, director of St. Mary’s Court
dining services, said she does her best to grant
requests to provide non-ridged macaroni, a larger
number of salad bowls and less-salty salmon cakes
– the types of concerns discussed at the monthly
committee meetings.
But there are some things Rodgers cannot
control.
She said, “There is nothing I can do to remove
the salt from the salmon cakes. They come in a can,
and I can’t extract the salt.” 

GW’s Law School in
2002.
Mitchell said he
knows what it is like to
be discriminated againstby job seekers, landlords
and the community.
“The personal experience helps,” Mitchell
said in terms of his ability to relate to the exoffenders he works with,
“But just that wouldn’t
be sufficient to do the
job.”
Mitchell’s office will
work with D.C. area programs not only to transition ex-offenders back in
society, but also to prevent would-be offenders
from committing crimes.
Currently, the office
advocates for ex-offenders and offers counseling
services.
Mitchell was born
and raised in Southeast
D.C. and attended H.D.
Woodson public high
school. Upon gradua-

tion, Mitchell joined the
Air Force, but spent the
years following his service in and out of Los
Angeles jails. He said
ex-offenders come from
all walks of life, from college professors to winos.
“These are people
who have made mistakes
and who are now in a
position where they are
back in society and being
discriminated against,”
Mitchell said.
Prior to his current
position, Mitchell served
as coordinator for the
Reentry
Community
Program
at
Public
Defender Services in D.C.
His recent appointment
should be officially confirmed by Mayor Adrian
Fenty in April or May,
but in the meantime,
Mitchell has already
worked with about 150
ex-offenders.
These folks have
already paid their debt
to society, and this job is
all about helping them,”
Mitchell said. “I am aiming for a 100 percent success rate.” 
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the GW HATCHET
an Independent Student Newspaper

Looking for one
student to sit on its
The board oversees the management
of Hatchet Publications, Inc., the nonprofit organization that publishes The
Hatchet. This is a non-paid position that
runs from May 2008 to May 2009. Candidates must be attending GW next year;
wholly unaffiliated with The Hatchet; and
available to attend the board’s May and
June meetings. The board generally meets
four times a year. This position is ideal for
anyone who wants to gain experience overseeing a business and non-profit organizations.
Interested candidates should send resumes
to editor in chief Eric Roper by April 9 at
eroper@gwhatchet.com
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Univ. hopes to increase emergency text alert subscribers
Numbers doubled after Virginia Tech, but fewer than half of GW students currently use the service
by Justine Karp
Hathet Staff Writer
The number of students
that subscribe to emergency text
alerts has doubled at GW since
the shooting at Virginia Tech,
but administrators at the University and local colleges said they
want those statistics raised even
higher.
About 40 percent of the student body is subscribed to Alert
DC, a text messaging service that
warns students in the event of an
emergency, said John Petrie, assistant vice president for Public
Safety and Emergency Management. The District government
hosts GW’s program while other
schools across the country use

similar, privately-contracted services.
Petrie said the percentage of
subscribers at GW is on par with
many universities.
“Some are getting nowhere
near that, and those that are getting more are the very few that are
requiring people to sign up somehow,” Petrie said. The highest
subscription percentage he knows
of nationwide is 38 percent.
Users can subscribe to Alert
DC through the program’s main
site, and then specify to only receive alerts relevant to GW. The
alerts are free for subscribers because of an agreement between
the University and the Homeland
Security Management Agency.
When a student killed 32

people at Virginia Tech nearly lot of attention to the idea of stuone year ago, subscribers to dents mass text messaging.”
Omnilert proGW’s alert system rose from
vides text and
3,500 to 4,700
other emergency
alerts to more than
immediately
“Not many schools
400 schools.
after. That number has since
American set
understood mass
climbed
to
up its text mesnotifications until the sage service in
7,000.
“Not many
2006 through
Virginia Tech tragedy.” fall
schools underRavewireless, an
stood mass nooutside emergentifications until
cy alert company.
BRYAN CRUM
the Virginia Tech
Michael McNair,
OMNIELERT SPOKESPERSON
tragedy,” said
chief of the Department of Safety
Bryan Crum, a
at American, said
spokesperson
for Omnilert,
about 16 percent
an outside emergency alert com- of the student body signed up
pany. “So that really did bring a immediately, and that number

has grown to about 25 percent.
At George Mason, chief of the
Department of Public Safety Michael Lynch said about 24 percent
of the community has signed up
for the alerts.
Petrie said the “campus advisory” page is still the best place
to retrieve information in the
event of an emergency because
the Web site can be updated
quickly. The University is now
working on making it easier for
everyone to access the site.
His office has tried to promote the site and emergency
alerts through advertisements
in campus media and on items
like free coffee mugs.
“We don’t think of it as marketing, but we call it outreach,”

he said. “And we’ve had three
or four meetings in the last two
weeks about how we can make
our outreach more useful. I
think that we’re touching all of
the right folks, but I want to be
sure that what we do with outreach is effective.”
While some students may
be reluctant to sign up because
the costs of text messages and
the e-mails clogging their inbox, sophomore Mary-Elaine
Jenkins said she has been using the system since freshman
year.
She said, “It’s mostly
weather alerts, but its comforting knowing that if something
were to happen then I would be
informed about it.”

"Gelman guy" returns to dorm room Student named a
Student's roommates
have mixed reaction to
his return

Chomut said the return to campus
housing has been an adjustment.
“It was weird the first day,” Chomut
said. “I had all of these habits I had accumulated living in the library.”
He added, “Waking up in a bed was
confusing. I live on the top bunk and after
sleeping on couches near the floor for so

by Mike Phillips
Hatchet Staff Writer
A week has gone by since Marco Chomut left his temporary home in Gelman
Library, but people still know him as the
“Gelman guy.”
The sophomore, who had lived in the
library for about a month, is now a campus celebrity following a report in The
Hatchet on his life, he said.
“A lot of people recognize me when
I’m walking down the street,” Chomut
said. “They’ll yell out ‘Hey, Gelman guy’
or ‘Hey, Mr. gelman.’”
But Chomut said he is not letting the
newfound attention get to his head.
“It’s really weird being talked about
by all these people I’ve never met before,”
he said. “I don’t really feel any different.”
On Thursday, Chomut was finally able
to move back into his residence hall, the
result of his ability to formally register
for the classes he was attending. His yearlong bureaucratic misadventure is over.

“Waking up in a bed was
confusing. I live on the top
bunk and after sleeping on
couches near the floor for
so long, I almost fell off.”
MARCO CHOMUT
SOPHOMORE

long, I almost fell off.”
The biggest difference, he said, is being around all his friends and roommates
again in a much more regular setting.
“My friends found the whole situation
pretty hilarious and just wanted to know
what it was like,” he said.

His roommates had mixed reactions
about his return from Gelman Library.
“Meh,” said roommate Ben Clarke, a
sophomore. “It was nice to have a double
for a while. Now we have less space. But I
guess it’s less boring. And he can help with
the group project that we’re supposed to
work together on, which he hasn’t.”
They say the same situation arose last
fall, when Chomut was evicted mid-semester. Clarke and sophomore Chris Brese
said Chomut continued to live with them
and planned to do the same this spring,
until housing authorities found out.
“We think it was pretty much his fault
– the whole situation,” Brese said.
“He’s lazy and irresponsible,” Clarke
said, adding that he and Brese had seen
numerous notifications that the University sent, some labeled as containing “Important Student Loan Information,” which
Chomut seemingly ignored.
In an interview with The Hatchet last
week, Chomut said he did not receive such
notifications from the University, though
he admitted there was more he could have
done to avoid the situation.
Although Chomut’s University housing saga for this year is over, he inadvertently missed next year ’s housing application process while still unregistered and
now plans to live in an off-campus apartment in the fall. 
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global leader
by Lucy McCalmont
Hatchet Reporter
Among the 245 Young Global
Leaders chosen by the World Economic Forum for 2008 were film
industry elites, CEOs of major
corporations, the King of Bhutan, Queen of Morocco and Elliott
School graduate student Ahmad
Nader Nadery.
Nadery, who was recognized
for his work as commissioner of
the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission, said the
recognition led to elation but also
to added responsibility.
“First is a feeling of happiness,
but at the same time a feeling of
more responsibility that will be expected from those who are (given)
such a recognition at the world
stage,” Nadery explained in an email.
Candidates for the award are
“proposed and assessed according
to rigorous selection criteria.” This
year, YGL chose from more than
5,000 candidates from more than
65 countries. A selection committee
chaired by Queen Rania of Jordan
evaluated the short list of candidates.
The nomination came as a surprise to Nadery, who did not even
know he was nominated until a
media source contacted him for
comment.
“I think I was nominated by
the United Nations. I heard it first
from a journalist who called to ask
about my reaction for the recognition,” Nadery said.
In addition to his position as
commissioner for the AIHRC,
Nadery works as a leading com-

missioner of the National Human
Rights Commission, chairperson of
Fair and Free Election Foundation
of Afghanistan and is a member
of the steering committee for Citizens Against Terror, among other
responsibilities.
Nadery joins a highly selective
group of candidates who were chosen and acknowledged “for their
professional
accomplishments,
commitment to society and potential to contribute to shaping the
future of the world,” according to
a YGL statement.
Even in the GW community,
Nadery has contributed to his
classes and is an “enormous resource and asset to the classroom,”
said GW professor Leisl A. Riddle,
who taught Nadery last semester and serves as director of GW’s
Diaspora Homeland Capital Investment Project.
“(Nadery) was able to bring
personal policy experience to class
discussion and assignments,” Riddle said.
Though Nadery’s recognition
is a personal honor, Riddle said it
also serves to represent hope and
change for his country.
“(Nadery) gives a voice to
many inside Afghanistan who are
voiceless in the international community,” Riddle said.
Nadery already holds a law
degree from the Kabul University
School of Law and will earn his
master’s of international policy
and practice degree from the Elliott
School this spring. He hopes that
after being named a Global Leader,
“upholding those expectations will
be always a challenge and a source
for motivation.”
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NUMBER CRUNCH

The number of consecutive games in which GW
baseball team junior Tim Reeves has recorded a
hit. Reeves had a grand slam in the Colonials' 11-4
victory over Georgetown Wednesday afternoon.

Joanna Shapes – Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)
Alex Byers – Contributing Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)

Two give verbal Beck, Lawrence invited to WNBA camp
commitment
by Alex Byers
Contributing Editor

by Alex Byers
Contributing Editor
The GW men’s basketball
team has received two verbal
commitments for the 2008-09
season. Garland Christian
Academy’s (Texas) Matt Albritton and Bishop Montgomery’s (Calif.) Aaron Ware are
both slated to join the Colonials.
Albritton, a 6-foot-4 guard
who lives in Garland, Texas,
averaged 21.4 points and 6.0
rebounds this season with
the Swordsmen. GCA head
coach Jeremy Bjornstad, who
confirmed Albritton’s decision to The Hatchet, said his
guard is “not a blue-chipper
by any means,” but if put in
the correct system, he would
be fine.
“He’s a wing who plays
facing the basket and is a great
three-point shooter,” Bjornstad said. “Outside shooting
is probably his best skill.”
Ware, a 6-foot-5 small forward from Torrance, Calif.,
averaged 20.5 points and 9.7
rebounds this season. Head
coach Doug Mitchell said
Ware could be a successful
player at GW.
“He’s very versatile and
he can guard multiple spots,”
Mitchell said. “In his career,
he played literally every position from one to five for us.”
Mitchell called Ware, the
sectional and regional player

of the year, a very good slasher.
“I think his biggest
strength is that he plays so
hard. He’s a good athlete and
he’s a really competitive kid,”
Mitchell said.
Mitchell also called Ware
one of the better players that
has been through Bishop
Montgomery’s program. The
Knights have sent players to
the University of Southern
California, Stanford University and the University of
California.
Including letter-of-intent
signee Tony Taylor, GW seems
to have 14 players lined up to
play men’s basketball next
year. In addition, the recruiting Web site Scout.com shows
that GW has offered a scholarship to White Plains, N.Y.,
native Sean Kilpatrick. The
team has long been expected
to be pursuing Wesley Witherspoon, brother of current
player Wynton Witherspoon.
NCAA regulations dictate
that a team can have only 13
athletic scholarship players
on a roster.
GW Sports Information
Director Brad Bower said he
could not comment on verbal
commitments nor comment
on the prospect of any players leaving the team. Neither
Director of Athletics Jack
Kvancz nor men’s basketball
coach Karl Hobbs returned
phone calls for comment.

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

Senior Kim Beck (5) said she is happy with how the women's
basketball team's season went, but she is not satisfied.

Thought no GW women’s
basketball player was headed to
Tampa, Fla., this weekend to play
ball? Think again.
Seniors Kim Beck and Sarah-Jo
Lawrence will head to the Sunshine
State today for the WNBA predraft camp, held at the University
of Tampa Friday and Saturday.
“Coach (Joe) McKeown told
us about it right after the Rutgers
game,” Beck said. “There’ll be drills
and scrimmages. It’s exciting.”
Only three Colonials have
ever been drafted into the WNBA:
Tajama (Ngongba) Abraham in
1997 by the Sacramento Monarchs
and Cathy Joens and Ugo Oha by
New York Liberty and Connecticut Sun, respectively, in 2004. This
year’s draft will be April 9 in Palm
Harbor, Fla.
Beck said she did not know
when the combine was before she
found out she was invited and was
surprised it was so soon. Lawrence
was unavailable for comment.
“I think it’s great for them,”
McKeown said. “You can imagine
sending two players to the draft,
it’s exciting. Because of how well
they’ve played in their careers,
it creates great opportunities for
them regardless of what happens
down there.”
McKeown, though, cautioned
that there is not an overabundance
of openings in the league.
“There are not a lot of jobs,”
he said. “This league has 12 teams,
so to make a roster in itself is a lot
harder than to come out as a rookie
in the NBA and make a team.”

Tuesday, Beck received Honorable Mention All-American honors by the Associated Press. The
accolade was Beck’s second in as
many years, making her only the
fourth Colonial to be a two-time
All-America selection.
In classic fashion, Beck was
grateful for the award but praised
her team in the same breath.
“It’s a great honor,” Beck said.
“I think it says a lot about our team
that we’ve gotten our name out
there and done so well. But it’s not
really what GW’s about. They’re
always nice but going to the Sweet
16 this year was just as exciting.”
The honor comes just after the
Colonials finished their season
with a 27-7 record, one win shy of
the program’s record for victories
in a season, and second consecutive trip to the Sweet 16. Asked if
GW’s season was satisfying, Beck
gave a complicated answer.
“I think we could have gone
further,” she said. “We reached
all our goals and I think we could
have won an (Atlantic 10) Championship and we could have (made
the Final Four)... Nothing we can
do about it now. But we had some
great wins; we had a great run. I’m
happy with what we did, but not
satisfied.”
McKeown seemed content
with the year but suggested that injuries stunted the team’s growth.
“Obviously you’d like to keep
playing. But when you reflect back,
I think it was great season and so
many good things happened,” he
said. “Had we been able to stay
healthy and practice at a high level,
who knows? Maybe we could have
made it to (the Final Four).”

Softball
drops two
to Towson
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writer

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Sophomore Curtis Eward dives toward first base during GW's 11-4 win over Georgetown Wednseday afternoon. Eward tried to steal second
base but changed his mind and headed back toward first. The Hoyas' first baseman dropped the ball on the throw, and Eward was called safe.

Baseball defeats Hoyas
by Joanna Shapes
Sports Editor
ARLINGTON, Va., April 2 –– Junior Tim
Reeves was 0-for-4 and at bat in the bottom
of the eight inning as the GW baseball team
led against Georgetown Wednesday afternoon at Barcroft Park. But Reeves’ problems
at bat disappeared with one swift swing,
sending the ball out of the park for a grand
slam.
Reeves’ four RBIs were the final runs
scored of the game his team took 11-4. Beyond giving the Colonials a little bit more
insurance that the game would be theirs, the
infielder also extended his hitting streak to
11 games.
“We were fortunate to hold Georgetown
from scoring today,” coach Steve Mrowka
said. “We had some good, timely RBIs.”
Before the eighth inning, neither team
led by more than two runs. The Colonials
(15-11) struck first, tallying twice in the first
inning. But the Hoyas (8-14) got right back in
it with two runs in the third inning. The advantage would flop back and forth until the
bottom of the sixth, when junior Matt Boyd’s
RBI single gave GW the lead for good.
The eighth inning brought five runs in
for the Colonials, as a walk with the bases
loaded came one batter before Reeves
stepped to the plate. Afterward, the game
was all but out of reach for the Hoyas.
“That really sealed the deal,” Mrowka
said. “It went from a tight game to there being some breathing room.”
Breathing room was hard to come by
outside the box score, as well, as the pitching
staff got itself into a few jams. Twice the basAlex Ellis/assistant photo editor es were loaded, but the Colonials escaped
while only allowing one run.
Freshman Ware Hart bunts against Georgetown. The
“That’s what we want to see when those
Colonials won 11-4.

guys get themselves in jams,” Mrowka said.
“They got tough, stayed focused and managed to get out of it.”
Reeves has been one of the team’s most
valuable players this year, batting .405 entering the game against Georgetown. In an
upset at No. 15 Virginia last week, the first
baseman batted 3-for-5 with three runs and
an RBI. He leads his team in batting average
and on-base percentage.
And yet Reeves struggled most of
Wednesday, throwing his bat and helmet after striking out in the fourth inning. He said
he was upset with his performance before
his grand slam and that the bomb was more
luck than anything else.
“It was nice having all those guys on
base,” he said after the game. “I was confident we were going to win at that point, but
I guess that just put the game away.”
Reeves also said he did not even know
about the hitting streak until Mrowka informed him before the game.
The Colonials next host Massachusetts
in a three-game series this weekend. The
first game is Friday at 3 p.m.

This season is playing out like a combination of
corny clichés for the GW softball team.
Despite losing to Towson in a doubleheader – 0-2
and 3-6 – Wednesday afternoon at Mount Vernon Athletic Complex, to judge the Colonials by their sevengame losing streak would be to discount many of their
accomplishments and judge the book by its cover.
The loss was due to resoundingly poor defense.
Seven errors were made in the first game, and although the team fought back in the second, it still fell
by a decisive score. A line-drive hit freshman pitcher
Ali Pardo on the wrist during the second game and she
was replaced by junior Carrie Higdon.
“Defensively, we’re not doing our part consistently,” coach Kim Staehle said. “Defense keeps you in the
games, and if we could just tie up some of those loose
ends, I have a feeling we’re going to see some results.”
But despite all this, sophomore Amanda Gabriel
has been a defensive stalwart on the mound, having already broken the program’s strikeouts record. She was
also named the Atlantic 10 player of the week earlier in
the season for her pitching prowess.
And offensively, the Colonials’ inability to record a
run does not match the statistics of the team.
Then again, winning is
not everything. GW (5-14,
1-3) is ranked 15th in the na“Defensively,
tion for team batting average
and is ranked in the top 10
we're not
for home runs per game and
doing our part
slugging percentage.
“I’m not concerned with
consistently.”
our record,” Staehle said.
“We really just approach
these midweek games as
KIM STAELE
preparation for the (Atlantic
SOFTBALL COACH
10 tournament).”
Neither wins nor record accurately represents
the team. Going into A-10
play the Colonials led the
conference with a .325 team batting average. But they
are only 1-3 and face a tough match-up this weekend
against Massachusetts.
“UMass is traditionally a very strong ballclub,”
Staehle said. “They hit the ball well, they pitch the ball
well, they field the ball well, they do everything as they
should.”
The Colonials’ inability to translate their individual accomplishments into wins lies in teamwork, or lack
thereof. Because, as the saying goes, there is no “I” in
team.
“Individually we may be meeting our goals, but
softball is not an individual sport," senior Chrysanthi
Halkiotis said. “It’s very hard to get pitching, offense
and defense all in the same day,”
“I think the thing with individual accomplishments is that I can pitch an awesome game and we can
lose, or I can pitch a terrible game, and we can win,”
Gabriel said. “And the thing with our offensive records
is that we’re not putting things together. There can be a
big hit here or there, but if you don’t have consecutive
hits, then your individual performance shines, but not
the team.”
Had the team overcome these clichés earlier, several of its close losses – such as a pair of one-point defeats
to Georgetown last week –– may have been wins.
As Halkiotis said after the Townson losses, all it
takes is a little teamwork.
“I think that there are a few of us who are doing
some great things, and we have some players ranked
nationally or in the top 10, so if we can get everyone on
the same page at the same time, it’s going to happen,”
she said. “We’re close.”
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245 - RENT DC

CLASSIFIEDS
430 - LEGAL

SPACIOUS 1 BEDROOM Spacious 1
bedrroom just off campus. Open floor
plan. parking available for more info contact e.muhlrad@remee.com

EXPUNGE

Your court record.
301-565-2917

MD,

VA

499 - GENERAL

615 - FULL TIME

621 - INTERNSHIPS, UNPAID

665 - PART TIME

QI SPA in Georgetown offers student discount from Monday-Thursday for a limited
time. 3106 M St. 202-333-6344

EXECUTIVE AIDE The Institute for Communitarian Policy Studies is seeking an
Executive Aide with secretarial experience and ambition for executive responsibilities. The position is responsible for
administration, communication and management as well as some research and
editing. Salary commensurate with qualifications. Great benefits package which /
includes tuition at The George Washington University/. Send resume and coverletter to radhikab@gwu.edu.

CAMPAIGN EXPERIENCE! DC Council
Candidate Cary Silverman (D-Ward 2)
seeks motivated, energetic individuals
for leadership & volunteer roles in campaign. Volunteer@CaryForCouncil.org /
202-347-7850.

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

450 - MASSAGE

510 - DONORS

BRAZILIAN WAXING, MASSAGES by
David. Private, Professional Studio in Dupont. Student discount. 202.486.4000

EGG DONORS NEEDED $10,000 (PLUS
ALL EXPENSES)
We are seeking women who are attractive,
under the age of 29, SAT 1300+
(math+verbal),
physically fit and maintaining a healthy
lifestyle.
If you have a desire to help an infertile
family and would like more information
please contact us.
Email: darlene@aperfectmatch.com
www.aperfectmatch.com
1-800-264-882

1 BR SEMI-FURN 1 BLK GWU/METRO
AVAILABLE FROM 8/16/2008.
RENT $1,700. CALL 201-666-132

246 - RENT METRO

DC,

460 - TRAVEL
SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

BOOKKEEPER/ADMIN SUPPORT
Highly reputable optometry practice on
GW campus is seeking dependable college student for bookkeeping tasks and
occasional administrative support. Looking for summer and fall commitment.
Exp with QuickBooks helpful. $10/hr,
15-20 hrs/wk - flexible schedules. Call
Joe @ 202-659-6555 or email resume to
info@metropolitanoptical.com.

515 - GENERAL
EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www.adcarclub.com

610 - CHILD CARE
SITTERS WANTED. $10+/hour. Register
free for jobs at www.student-sitters.com.
PT SUMMER CHILDCARE 9 yo boy
Capitol Hill. 12-6pm Wed - Fri. M/F Must
have car. $15.00/hr. June 16 - end Aug.
202 669 1338 lkcoffman@verizon.net

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Luxury hotel
amenity
5 Some exam
practice, for
short
9 “Get ___!”
13 Show ___
(attend)
14 Somewhat
15 “Hard Cash”
author Charles
16 Farberware set
18 Film director
Morris
19 Word with red,
white or rock
20 Baker’s supply
21 Copied
22 Coffee maker
component
26 Some beams
29 Huffington of the
Huffington Post
30 Talk that might
get one in
trouble
31 Embryonic
membrane

34 Hitter of 511
lifetime home
runs
35 HBO’s “Da ___
G Show”
36 Bothers
37 Excavation
machine, for
short
38 Dr. J’s first pro
league
39 Post-vacation,
say
40 Home tool
maker
41 It may fill a hall
43 Twisted thread
44 Longtime ABC
newsman
48 Heraldic border
49 Sony subsidiary
50 Sine ___ non
53 It’s often turned
upside down
when not in use
55 Party snack (and
a hint to this
puzzle’s circled
letters)
57 Bullet followers
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58 Sterile
S
59 Cry at Old
MacDonald’s
60 Side in a debate
61 “It’s so obvious!”
62 Mountain West
Conference
team

1

21 Overseas
22 Priests: Abbr.
23 Summon up
24 Require
25 Get in trouble, in
a way, with “on”
26 Susan who
wrote the best
seller
“Compromising
Positions”

3

4

5

13
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Puzzle by Peter A. Collins
C

27 Sighter
Sg
of the
Pacific, Sept. 25,
1513
28 Yen or yuan
31 1939 Academyy
Award nominee
Brian
32 Political hostess
Perle
33 Yukon neighbor:
Abbr.
36 Some bayou
residents
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Down
1 Flimflam
2 Off-white shade
3 Creator of Oz
4 Abbr. that may
precede an
ellipsis
5 Like a certain
court
6 Sign of fright
7 Owner of The
History Channel
8 Instant replay
subjects, for
short
9 Mother ___
10 Providers of life
lessons
11 Words with a
familiar ring?
12 “S” on a French
shaker
15 Put a new coat
on
17 “___ Coming”
(1969 Three Dog
Night hit)

2

No. 0220

47 Singer
S
of the
anthem “Sång till
Norden”
50 Computer
command
43 Put shells in
51 ___ Reader
45 Hideouts
52 Solicits
46 Classic song
53 Red letters?
with the words
54 ___ gallop
“Look away!
Look away! Look 55 Avril follower
away!”
56 ___-turn
40 Wrong

42 Software
backups,
p
typically

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Put down
those pencils!
Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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News

SA approves committee leaders
The Student Association senate-elect approved four students
to lead committees of next year’s
senate Tuesday night at the new
body’s first meeting.
The senate-elect approved
Sens. Nick Polk (non-voting) as
the rules committee chair; Julie
Bindelglass (CCAS-U) as the finance committee chair; Michelle
Tanney (CPS) as the student life
committee chair; Senator-elect
Louis Laverone (ESIA-U) as the
academic affairs committee chair;
and Senator-elect Chris Headquist (SoB-G) as the graduate student affairs committee chair.
Bindelglass, a freshman, said
she plans to follow the allocation
plan of finance chair and Sen.
Matt Cohen (SoB-U). She said
she hopes to streamline the process student organizations must
follow to obtain student funds.
“I am very glad that everyone is giving me the ability to
use my experience and take the
great work that was done this
year and push it to a new level
(next year),” Bindelglass said. “I
really want to make next year’s
finance process easier for student
organizations.”
Polk, a freshman, said he
would begin talking to president-elect Vishal Aswani’s cabinet appointees, which must be
approved by his committee before they can take their seats in
the executive.

SKOLNICK
from p. 1
negotiable and that no one
else had to know about it.”
The defense showed a series
of images captured from security cameras that depicted the
fight.
In
addition
to
Paul,
University Police Department
Officer Sheldon White was called
to the stand and testified that
he witnessed Skolnick’s alleged
assault on Kim, which resulted
in a broken nose.
“I was only an arm-lengths
away from Mr. Kim when the
assault occured,” White said.
“Skolnick leaped into the air
and threw a right cross, hitting
Kim in the facial area.”
White said Skolnick then
fled the area but was eventually
apprehended by another officer
a block away.
Skolnick, his mother and
attorney all refused comment
after the trial. 

Thanks for
reading

The Hatchet!

“(I want to) make sure
people aren’t here for a résumé
booster but here to make a mark
and make a change,” Polk said.
Tanney, a graduate student,
said she is excited to work for the
life committee.
“I am very excited,” Tanne y
said. “I feel I bring a unique perspective to this position having
been both an undergraduate and
a graduate (at GW). I am looking
forward to next year.”
Laverone, a sophomore, said
he will focus on improving the
language department and making sure Square 54, the site of
the old GW Hospital, will have
classrooms for students.
“When I ran as a representative for the Elliott School, my
main goal was to strengthen the
language program here at GW,”
Laverone said.
He added, “I want to make
sure there is enough student
space.”
Headquist, a graduate student, said the two most important issues he will work on next
year are graduate involvement
in campus activities and cooperation between organizations in
each graduate school.
“I want to get all the grads on
the same page,” Headquist said.
The senate-elect will meet
again April 15 and will be sworn
in May 1.
–Emily Cahn
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Study: nonprofit workers burn out
Despite study,
thousands attend
Idealist.org fair
by Niketa Kumar
Senior Staff Writer
Low salaries, long hours and
never-ending to do lists plague the
non-profit sector and cause people
to leave their jobs before they move
up the ladder to top executive positions, according to a study released
last month.
CompassPoint Nonprofit Services, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, the Meyer Foundation and
Idealist.org published “Ready to
Lead? Next Generation Leaders
Speak Out” as a response to a 2006
report that found 75 percent of
nonprofit executive directors were
planning to leave in the next five
years. The 2008 report surveyed
6,000 emerging leaders in the nonprofit sector, and found 69 percent
of them felt underpaid.
Sean Segal, director of alumni
services at the Urban Alliance
Foundation, a mentoring program
for D.C. teens, spoke to GW students last week about the realities of working for a non-profit in
a panel discussion sponsored by
the Career Center. The report was

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

A prospective employee speaks with an employer at Wednesday's
Idealist.org career fair, which was held in the Marvin Center.
made available to students at the
event.
“You have to ask yourself if
you want to think about it all the
time, even if you try not to. I can’t
leave work and forget that Jasmine
is pregnant when she also just got
accepted to college,” Segal said.
In GW’s class of 2006, of those
who were employed six months

after finishing college, 15 percent
said they were employed at a “nonprofit organization or association,”
according to a survey by the Career
Center and Alumni Relations.
“I am worried by the unending funding for consumerism
and militarization, but I also have
hope,” Student Activities Center
Assistant Director Timothy Kane

said at the discussion. “We have
the human resources to promote
peace.”
Whether inspired by an alternative spring break, graduate
school work, or anger at a social
flaw, the panelists said passion
is the key ingredient to preventing burnout and making the job
worthwhile.
Wednesday Idealist.org held
its annual Nonprofit Career fair
in Marvin Center. Around 107 organizations set up tables at the fair
and between 1,500 and 2,000 D.C.
residents and college students attended the event.
Junior Jeremy Lunsford is a
religion major currently working
at Starbucks. He said he does not
want to work at Starbucks after
graduation but he does not want to
be a minister.
“I’m looking for a nonprofit
that combines social justice with
interfaith programs, or at least a religion based nonprofit,” Lunsford
said.
Senior Celeste Jalbert, a women’s studies major, said she is planning on working in nonprofits for
at least a couple years after graduating.
“It will definitely be hard, but
I can do it right now, at least for a
couple years,” she said. “I think issues of social justice are important,
and I live in Seattle, so I grew up
with those values.” 
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