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CCAS mulls
GCR changes
by Eric Thibault
Hatchet Staff Writer
The Columbian College of
Arts and Sciences will release a
recommendation on the school’s
general curriculum requirements
next fall that could call for fewer
mandatory introductory courses,
CCAS administrators said.
A committee composed of
students, faculty and parents is
reviewing CCAS’s current GCR
requirements. If any changes are
made, the number of GCRs will
decrease next fall, CCAS Dean
Peg Barratt said.
“When I first came to the
school as dean, I was surprised
to see quite how many requirements students were being asked
to take, but we’re not far out of
range from what other campuses
have,” Barratt said.
Nick Gingold/photo editor
Paul Duff, associate dean of
Freshman Will Ricketson (left), the captain of next year's GW sailing team, practices on the Potomac River Friday afternoon. They CCAS, said changing the number
of required classes by decreasing
beat out seven teams and clubs to take first place in a recent sailing competition at the College of William and Mary.
the number of GCRs – or by reducing semester courseloads to
four, four-credit classes a semester – would not improve academics at GW.
“I think that we can always
improve academic engagement
and challenge,” Duff said. “It is

Underdog sailors defy the odds
With little funding and old boats,
GW sailing team beats competitors
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writer
It almost sounds like a riddle.
What happens to a sailing club
with no coach and no tryouts that
has never won a regatta when
it competes against established
teams at the College of William
and Mary’s trademark event?
It wins.
And thus, the underdog story
of the GW sailing club is born.
Entirely student-run, the team
relies on allocations from the University’s club sports office, the
Student Association and dues
from the 16 members of the team.
For other expenses, its holds a Sailing School/Learn to Sail program
each semester for GW students
and faculty.
Due to finances, hiring a
coach or purchasing a fleet of
new 13-foot Flying Juniors (the
two-person boat typically used in
races, which cost $5,000 each) is a
ways off. Because the school does
not own boats, GW cannot host
regattas, and because they do not
have a coach, more experienced
team members teach novices –
who make up about half the team.
Since the team only has two old
boats left over from an answered
petition to former University
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, it rents more boats from the
National Maritime Heritage Foundation or uses equipment from
Georgetown during scrimmages

with The Hoyas. Unlike basketball players, whose practices take
place only blocks away from their
residences, sailing members must
take the Metro three times a week
to Southwest D.C.
This would not appear to be
the typical equation for an upset.
But despite the uneven playing field, GW managed to beat
out seven teams and clubs – University of Virginia, Virginia Tech,
Christopher Newport University,
Hampton College, Penn State,
the College of William and Mary,
and American – at the Colony
Cup March 29 and 30, to take first
place.
“The difference between us
and a lot of people we race against
is that they have millions of dollars to spend on sailing, and they
have Olympic-caliber coaching
and recruiting, and we have none
of that, and we still have to go and
compete against them on a weekly
basis,” freshman co-captain Will
Ricketson said.
Ricketson came in second in
the A race with freshman Melissa
Aszkler. Junior Alex Paisner, senior Kevin Fink and freshman
Kyle Dattola-Harris secured first
place in the B race, which also
gave the Colonials the final win.
Defying odds, the Colonials
came in first place overall with 37
points, beating out second place
finisher Hampton – a program
See SAILING, p. B4

Grad student
sentenced for
fraud

See BANK, p. A5

See GCR, p. A5

Security guards
get wage increase
by Elise Kigner
Campus News Editor
Security guards who patrol
GW-owned buildings are now
earning several dollars more per
hour after four security guard contractors and a union negotiated a
pay increase this month.
Representatives of the local
Service Employees International
Union announced last week they
signed four-year contracts with
D.C. security guard contractors
Securitas, Admiral Security, AlliedBarton and Guardsmark. The
contract offers guards a minimum
pay of $12.40 per hour or a 50
cent per-hour raise – whichever is
greater. Fulltime workers will also
receive health insurance.
“Until you actually see it, you
don’t think it’s real,” said SEIU organizer Bernard Hackett, referring
to the wage increase. For many of
the security guards, this is their
first raise in several years, he said.
Securitas guards patrol the
Shops at 2000 Penn and offices
located at 2100 Penn, both GWowned buildings. The company
has 100,000 employees and 350 ofNick Gingold/photo editor fice locations throughout the U.S.
Before the contract took effect
Junior and current team captain Alex Paisner sails on the Potomac
river Friday afternoon. He helped secure the team's first-place win. this month, Securitas paid guards

a starting wage of $8.75 per hour.
Many guards said they considered
this wage too low to cover the cost
of living in the District.
Hackett said the contract is not
just about the money, but it also
“brings a certain degree of professionalism” to the job. “Now I feel
proud of the work I do and the
compensation I receive for it.”
Two security guards patrolling
2000 Penn Friday said they were
suspicious that their paychecks
would be any different when they
heard their $9 an hour wages were
increasing to $12.40 an hour.
“Let’s wait and see,” said a
male guard, who did not give his
name for fear of retribution from
his company. He said he does not
expect his life to change much
with the raise, calling it “pocket
money.”
“It’s not going to do much,”
said a full-time female guard who
also wished to remain anonymous.
“Not much is going to change.”
Bargaining for higher wages
began last August. SEIU organized
groups of security guards to approach members of the D.C. City
Council and ask for their support.
Union organizers also surveyed
See UNION, p. A5

The Thurston
trash toss

SOGGYSUNDAY

by Nicholas Profeta
Hatchet Staff Writer

By Alexa Millinger
Assistant News Editor
A federal court sentenced a graduate student to
36 months of probation Wednesday for falsifying a
bank transaction to pay off thousands of dollars in
gambling debts.
The court convicted Joseph Covelli, a 2006 GW
alumnus, this January on federal fraud charges after he pleaded guilty. His sentence last week also
included a $1,000 fine, said Steve Durham, the U.S.
Attorney handling the case.
Court documents state that Covelli committed fraud with computers while working as an assistant branch manager at a Connecticut Avenue
Commerce Bank, where he had been employed
since 2003.
In February 2007, Covelli lost “several thousand dollars” on a trip to casinos in Atlantic City,
N.J., according to court documents. The documents
state that he lost more than $25,000, which he had
withdrawn from his personal Commerce Bank account. With help from a coworker, Covelli used a
bank computer to falsely add $50,000 into his account to cover his gambling losses.
Other Commerce Bank employees realized the
following day that the bank’s vault was missing
$50,000 and subsequently referred the case to the

something we want to improve
by approaching it from all directions. I don’t think the four-byfour will fix that and neither will
reducing or doubling the requirements.”
This month, the committee
conducted a survey of students in
CCAS, asking them to comment
on their core classes and to suggest possible changes.
“We are looking at market
basket schools, aspiration schools
and at literature as to what general education should be all about.
We do not have a mandate to
change (the GCRs) but to evaluate them,” Duff said.
Donald Lehman, executive
vice president for academic affairs, said what CCAS decides to
do about its curriculum will influence curriculum changes in other
schools.
“I worry about the academic
challenge because of the grade inflation,” Lehman said. “We bring
such talented students to the University and I think it is important
to make sure they are challenged
when they are here.”
An Elliott School of International
Affairs curriculum committee is

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Stagehand Mike Kane, 22, packs up equipment on the stage of the Green Apple Festival. Organizers canceled the free concert at 4 p.m. due to thunderstorms. Visit media.gwhatchet.com to see
a video of the concert before its cancellation.

The effects of gravity are often studied in GW
physics labs, but they are also tested most nights at
Thurston Hall by some less-than-sober experimenters.
The disposal of objects such as alcohol bottles
and even vacuum cleaners from Thurston’s windows into a courtyard has been a persistent problem for years, but the frequency of disposal reached
a new level this semester, University officials and
residents said.
“I’ve seen electric razors, empty water bottles,
fruit, everything … but mostly glass bottles,” Thurston house proctor Jacqueline Abdalla said.
Numerous residents have contacted the University Police Department regarding these incidents and both Student Judicial Services and GW
Housing Programs are aware of the situation and
working to rectify it, University officials said.
To fight the problem, the Residential Advisory
Council posted information about noise and safety
restrictions on residents’ doors and went door-todoor visiting Thurston’s courtyard-side rooms to
inform residents about the importance of respecting the community and reporting concerns to UPD,
said Jeff Llewellyn, assistant director of GW Housing Programs.
“In recent weeks, there have been more posters
placed on the floors of the building as well as having intentional conversations about how to report
See THURSTON, p. A5
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Monday

Monday
Stephen Hawking Discussion
Hawking will discuss “why we
should go into space” as part of
NASA’s 50th anniversary lecture
series.
3 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium
Sponsored by the Elliott School
of International Affairs’ Space
Policy Institute and the Lockheed Martin Corporation
Learn How to Please Your Partner
Students and professional
experts will teach others how to
please their partners.
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Mitchell Hall Theater
Sponsored by Allied in Pride, the
Student Association, Program
Board and the Residence Hall
Association

Tuesday
GW Earth Day Celebration
The University collaborates with
16 student organizations to
create a day full of Earth Day
activities including tours of the
GreenGW House and the planting of cherry trees for the 100th
anniversary.
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Duquès Hall Terrace and the
GreenGW townhouse
Sponsored by University
President Steven Knapp and
the Presidential Task Force on
Sustainability

Wednesday
A Discussion with Senator
Chuck Hagel
Hagel will discuss his new book,
“America: Our Next Chapter”
with SMPA professor Frank
Sesno.
5 p.m.
1957 E Street, Room 602
Sponsored by the Public
Affairs Project at the School
of Media and Public Affairs,
the Elliott School and the
Center for U.S. Global
Engagement

“Carpe Diem” might sound
familiar if you took a high school
Latin class, but “Carpe Librum”
is the new saying gaining traction
around Foggy Bottom.
“Carpe Librum,” Latin for
“seize the book,” is a used bookstore that opened on campus a few
weeks ago to raise money for programs in D.C. public schools. The
store, which is only open until May
16, is using space next to Johnny
Rocket’s Restaurant donated by
The Shops at 2000 Penn.
“The money we raise here goes
to our programs in the six elementary schools we are working with
right now,” said Kathleen Rice,
development manager for Turning
the Page, which manages Carpe
Librum’s sales. “It creates parent
teacher associations, supports education and provides resources for
teachers and parents.”
Staffed by Americorps members, Carpe Librum’s month-long
business venture is Turning the
Page’s seventh annual book sale.
“It’s a great cause,” volunteer
Fran Atkinson said. “They’ve done
an excellent job organizing this sale
every year.”
Atkinson, a resident of Northeast D.C., said this is her second
year volunteering at a Turning the
Page bookstore.
“I usually just sort the romance
section,” she said. “That’s my kind
of thing.”
Atkinson is just one of hundreds of volunteers who donate
their time and used books to the
charity, said Laura Smail, Turning
the Page’s volunteer coordinator.
“We have many great people
come in,” Smail said. “But we’re always looking for more. We’re trying
to work with the federal work-study
program at GW to help staff satellite
sales in other parts of D.C.”
Jen Perry and Emma Martin,
sophomores and founders of GW's
Turning the Page chapter, are two
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Book sale will aid
public schools
by Sarah Scire
Senior Staff Writer
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students helping to advertise the
book sale around campus.
The drive is typically not held
at GW but the space was free and
it helped make the group more accessible to the student body, Perry
said.
GW’s chapter of Turning the
Page organized this past semester. It has about a dozen members
– most of whom help by advertising on campus and volunteering at
school programs.
Many of the GW members
spent two weeks helping sort
books for this drive and some are
helping by working as cashiers,
Martin said.
Smail said the location was an
improvement over earlier years
and that the bookstore has had a
steady amount of traffic since it
opened in early April.
“We’ve seen lots of GW students and professors come through
our door,” she said. “We are also
seeing businessmen and women
on their lunch break during the
weekdays.”
There are more than 100,000
books for sale that range from
glossy coffee table books and
books-on-tape to gently worn
romance novels and old library
books published in the early 1950s.
Despite many of the books’ almostnew quality, most are on sale for $1
to $4.
Jonathan Cormier, an Alexandria, Va., resident, said he didn’t
realize the bookstore was a charity.
“I was just excited to see a new
used bookstore,” Cormier said.
“Many of them struggle to stay
open in D.C., and it’s a shame because they are such a bargain.”
Rachel Matherson, a 32-yearold D.C. resident, had a bag full of
recipe books and a Maya Angelou
novel as she left the store.
“Knowing the proceeds support the public schools is a great
feeling,” Matherson said. “I’ll definitely be back for more.” 
–Sarah Biggart contributed to this
report.

SNAPSHOT

Car pool

Viktors Dindzans/Hatchet photographer

(Left to right) Ross Roberts, Carlos Paz Jr., Val Garagiola, Paul Marmaro, Rob Miller, Jill
Handley Henk and Ben Redmond relax in their makeshift pool Friday afternoon outside Kogan Plaza on H Street. Temperatures in Foggy Bottom rose to about 85 degrees Friday.

GREEKBRIEF
Pi Kappa Phi members bike to
benefit disabled children
Sophomore Andrew Metcalf
braved Friday afternoon’s 80-degree heat and peddled for 12 hours
without ever leaving his post near
the Foggy Bottom Metro Station.
Metcalf, who rode a stationary
bike from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., will participate in a 4,000-mile bike ride
across the country this summer
as part of Pi Kappa Phi’s Journey
of Hope. The bike ride, one of the
fraternity’s largest philanthropy
events, will raise money to benefit children who are living with a
range of disabilities.
“This is something bigger than
yourself – it shows you that you
can do a lot of things you didn’t
know you could do before,” Metcalf said between breaths of air
and sips of water while peddling

Correction
In "Intelligent students decrease" (April 17, p. A1), The
Hatchet erroneously reported
that the University commissioned the report "The Decline
in Elite Freshmen Admissions."
Members of a Faculty Senate
committee commissioned the
report.
on his stationary bike.
The ride will start in San Francisco and end in D.C. Along the
way, riders will stop in nearly
80 different cities at various children’s hospitals to meet with staff
and patients.
Metcalf will ride with senior
Noah Kai Cherry, another member of Pi Kappa Phi. They will join
the ranks of the 10 other Pi Kappa
Phi members from GW who have
made the journey over the past

five years.
“This is just the beginning of
something (that will) continue,”
Metcalf said of the event’s future.
Sophomore Shayn Prapaisilp,
the fraternity’s philanthropy chair,
said the philanthropy work is special
to each member in a different way.
“We have a personal stake in
this,” he said. “People in PiKapp
know other people with a disability.”
Senior Andrew Miller, a member of Pi Kappa Phi, said Journey
of Hope’s focus is support for and
awareness of children with disabilities.
“The issue of people with disabilities is constantly overlooked,
and we want to make sure their
quality of living is better,” Miller
said. “It is about empathy, not
sympathy.”
This year, the fraternity hopes
to raise $3,500 for children with
disabilities, Prapaisilp said.
–Simone Perez
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Student election Locals celebrate Record Store Day
leader derides SA Shop owners
process. Balter also copied SA President-elect Vishal Aswani, Executive Vice President-elect Kyle Boyer
The coordinator of this year's and Frank Girard, a future member
Student Association general elec- of Aswani’s cabinet.
tion denounced the governing
SA EVP Brand Kroeger said
body for being hypocritical and Balter’s criticisms of the SA were
lacking transparency, in a strongly unwarranted.
worded letter to student leaders
“The vast majority of what the
Thursday.
senate has dealt with this year has
Joint Elections Committee not been in any way, shape or form
Chair Ben Balter,
controversial,” said
a junior, said these
Kroeger, a junior.
major
problems
Balter
pointed
“... the JEC did
hindered
this
out the senate has
everything in
year’s
election.
not posted any of its
The letter repremeeting minutes, bills
its power to
sented rare public
or resolutions online
criticism of the SA
for students to view
represent
the
from a JEC chair.
since Oct. 2007, which
He said the SA
student voice ...” he said is a violation
often did not inof the SA’s charter.
form the JEC about
The SA senate,
senate decisions
which typically holds
BEN BALTER
that affected the
meetings every other
FORMER SA ELECTION
election
process
Tuesday, is required
COORDINATOR
and did not always
to make documents
provide up-to-date
of meeting minutes,
election information needed for the passed bills and resolutions availcommittee to function efficiently.
able to all GW students.
“I have found that as the JEC
Kroeger said the senate’s meetdid everything in its power to rep- ing minutes, bills and resolutions
resent the student voice and make are available for students to view in
sure the student voice was heard,” the SA office located on the fourth
Balter wrote in the letter. “At the floor of Marvin Center.
end of the day, I don’t have that
Polk, the Senator-elect, said
same confidence for the people that he plans to make the organization
we ensured to elect and the people more transparent next year.
I worked with beyond my commitHe said, “I look forward to
tee.”
working with campus news meHe addressed the letter to dia and student organizations to
freshman Senator-elect Nick Polk make every student aware of how
(U At-Large), who would oversee they can find out more about the
any future changes to the election senate.”
by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer

GREEKBRIEF
Alpha Delta Pi sorority wins big
at Greek Excellence Awards
The Alpha Delta Pi sorority
will need to make more room in
their trophy case after taking home
the majority of awards last week at
the fourth annual Greek Excellence
Awards ceremony.
The Greek Excellence Awards
recognize individuals involved in
Greek-letter life who have been
strong members of their organization, as well as various exceptional
fraternity and sorority chapters.
Alpha Delta Pi received the
Greek Unity Award, the Gold
Chapter Award and the Overall
Academic Excellence Award. Jacq
Hackett, a member of Alpha Delta
Pi, is also one of the four finalists
vying to win the Greek Woman of
the Year award. The University will
announce the winner at the University-wide Excellence Awards on
Wednesday.
Sarah Sutton, president of Alpha Delta Pi, said the awards re-

flect the girls’ hard work and that
she was proud of Hackett’s commitment to Alpha Delta Pi.
“Something we’re very proud
of is winning the Gold Award every year that they’ve had it,” Sutton said. “Jacq has really given it
her all and we’ve all got our fingers
crossed.”
Dean Harwood, director of
Greek Life, also complimented Alpha Delta Pi’s hard work.
“Their grades are phenomenal,” he said. “They do great and
have for quite a while.”
The University also awarded
the Gold Chapter Award to nine
other Greek-letter organizations,
and the Overall Academic Excellence award to Alpha Epsilon Pi,
Kappa Sigma and Pi Kappa Phi.
Recipients of the Greek Excellence Awards are selected by a
committee that includes staff from
the Office of Greek Life. Contenders either submit an application on
behalf of an individual or a binder
which contains the Greek-letter organization’s summary of activities.
–Simone Perez

passed out free
CDs and posters
by Husna Kazmir
Hatchet Reporter

Two local record stores championed their independent ownership on Saturday as part of a nationwide initiative to celebrate the
culture of record stores.
Crooked Beat Records in Adams Morgan and CD Warehouse
on Georgetown’s M Street were
among participants handing out
free CDs, posters, stickers and special seven-inch vinyl releases created just for the national event.
Sophomore Lauren Mann,
who is a college representative for
WEA, a section of Warner Music
Groups and other independent
labels, said Record Store Day was

created as a tribute to the record
stores that have survived a culture
of free downloading.
“Record Store Day is a really
great opportunity to get our names
(out there) as well as promote these
independent stores,” Mann said.
Bill Daly, owner of Crooked
Beat Records, said he chose to take
part after learning many of the
best local, independent D.C. record labels were also participating.
National Record Day was a great
way to raise awareness about local
record stores like Crooked Beat, he
said.
“Every independent store is
kind of like a restaurant,” Daly
said. “Everybody has their own
special.”
Despite the fact that many
music enthusiasts now download
their music from the Internet, Daly
said he is not worried about the future of his industry.
“Downloading has decreased
(sales) some, but there’s always going to be audience that wants the

real deal,” Daly said. “There are so
many people who still go out and
want the real packaging, the real
vinyl, the real CD.”
John Sproul, one of the owners
of CD Warehouse, said the decision to participate in Record Store
Day was obvious choice.
“Well, we’re an independent
music store and it’s a promotion
for independent music stores that
are still here,” he said.
Record store owners said it
depends on how you operate your
venue. Most independent record
stores have a niche market. Many
have a slew of regular customers.
The more record stores that close,
the better business is for those that
manage to survive, Daly said.
“There’s not too many places
to choose from now, so those of us
that exist, we get the majority of
the business and we continue to do
well,” he said.
CD Warehouse has been open
for 10 years, which Sproul joked
was a major accomplishment.

“You should always congratulate us for surviving because we’ve
been competing against ‘free’ for
the last six years,” he said
Constantine Caloüdas, a graduate student at George Mason, said
he heard of Record Store Day from
the music blog Stereogum. Since
he was in D.C. on Saturday, he decided to stop by and check out CD
Warehouse.
“I don’t really make it to record
stores much anymore,” he said. “I
still buy CDs, but I feel like most
record stores are kind of out of the
way, so I order from Insound and
Amazon.com.”
Sproul insisted that independent record stores must survive
because of the unique variety of
music they offer their customers.
“People love to go into a music
store, and I always say for your generation, the young generation, you
have enough of mass market corporate America,” he said. “What’s
wrong with a music store? Would
you rather have a Starbucks?” 

opinions
The GW Hatchet | Monday, April 21, 2008, page A4

QUOTABLE

“

“I think a lot of it is probably alcohol-related behavior, because when else it is fun to
throw things out of a window?”
– Director of Student Judicial Services Tara Pereira,
regarding students throwing trash out of windows in Thurston Hall.
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Are GW students making the grade?

editorial

Correlation is not
causation
Have GW’s undergraduate programs reached a glass ceiling of intellectual talent? Or, in the spirit of last
Thursday’s Hatchet front page, are
we getting dumber?
The glaring headline “Intelligent
students decrease” greeted the GW
community and the throngs of admitted high school seniors and parents
here last week for spring visits. These
three words likely instilled a specific
fear in many readers and have reinvigorated the debate about affordability and student caliber at GW.
A report presented at the Faculty
Senate, entitled “The Decline in Elite
Freshmen Admissions," is forcing
into question the quality of GW students. The findings are based on fewer early decision I and early decision
II applicants, a decline in mean SAT
scores for the University Honors Program and a decrease in the number
of enrolling National Merit Scholars.
While these declines could be tied to a
cut in merit-based financial aid from
the University in the past year, other
factors must be taken into account.
Early decision at GW is a binding agreement, and considering the
downturn in the economy and the
University’s over $50,000 per year
price tag, students and families who
have doubts about being able to afford GW without financial aid are advised to steer clear of early decision.
Thus, a decline in applicants in the
early decision stage does not necessarily equate to a decline in extremely
qualified students interested in GW.
It is also important to remember
that the University Honors Program
has recently changed its structure,
which has affected the type of student who might be attracted to the
program. The decline in mean Honors
Program SAT scores could be indicative of this shift, rather than of a general decline in student quality.
Similarly, pointing to a decrease
in enrolling National Merit Scholars
as a sign of a deteriorating student
body makes an absurd generalization
about what makes a talented, qualified student. The National Merit process relies initially on the scores of
the PSAT, which brings its own issues
about standardized testing and the
merits of defining students’ abilities
by those scores.
Affordability and academic prestige should continue to be hot-button
issues at GW, but correlation should
not be mistaken for causation. There
are many diverse factors that contribute to college admissions numbers,
and it may be too soon to start lamenting the state of the GW student
body’s intelligence.

Ensuring elite students find their way to Foggy Bottom
Last week, the entire GW community discovered
But the potential negative consequences of the
the sad truth about our school: It’s getting dumber.
decision to cut merit aid are already being seen,
Well, maybe.
as the report outlines. If GW doesn’t attract the
Members of a committee in the Faculty Senate
most academically gifted students, the school cannot
recently released a report entitled “The Decline in
possibly compete with other institutions of higher
Elite Freshmen Admission” which highlights an
education in terms of rankings. Merit scholarships
enrollment decrease for students with strong acaalso provide additional support for students with
demic records. Of course, high levels
financial need.
of intelligence do not always translate
When addressing affordability, Knapp
cleanly into high SAT scores, so I don’t
needs to look seriously at the possibility
believe the findings of the report merit
of restoring substantial merit aid. The GW
The Hatchet’s headline claim that intelstudent body is what makes the campus a
ligent students are decreasing at GW.
great environment for learning and living,
Still, the report does demonstrate that
and it’s essential that the University attract
the University must address the status
and support the students who make up
of merit-based aid and the state of
that community.
faculty-administration relations.
Taking the Faculty Senate report seriLast year, the administration
ously would also be an important step
SEAN
announced its decision to cut meritin improving faculty-administration relabased scholarships in favor of increased
tions, the other major problem brought to
REDDING
financial aid. At a school like GW,
the surface by the report. Don Parsons, a
financial aid is more than just imporprofessor of economics, told The Hatchet
COLUMNIST
tant, its vital. For me, the final decithat the administrators who commented
sion to attend GW was highly based
on the report were already skeptical of its
on the large need-based aid package
claims.
I received, and many students were in similar situHealthy skepticism is one thing, but disregardations. Aid packages help to offset GW's high cost
ing a serious report from a faculty committee withfor a number of students, and University President
out proper exploration of its conclusions sounds like
Steven Knapp is right to continue down the path of
an ugly leftover from the Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
increasing
g affordability
y through
g financial aid.
y
years,
, a kind of Dark Age
g for faculty-administration
y

The road to sustainability
Can GW make it work this time?
The signing of The American
Unfortunately, after two years their
College and University Presidents
progress abruptly ended. Some of
Climate
Commitment
by
those involved, though battered
University President Steven
and bruised, are still fighting in
Knapp marks an important milethe offices and hallways of our
stone for the University on the
campus and the Initiative’s webroad to sustainability. With this
site floats somewhere in the ether
commitment, GW joins 518 other
of the gwu.edu domain.
colleges and universities who have
So why try again? If indeed
agreed to make their institutions
GW has strived for sustainability
carbon neutral. The UPCC along
and failed before, it seems unlikely
with the President’s Task Force on
or unwise to try again. Following
Sustainability, which
this sentiment would
has been working on
fail to recognize three
a series of recommenimportant factors that
A
LEX
dations towards that
have primed the pump
end since October
in favor of action:
WINN
2007, have positioned
finance, knowledge and,
GW as a leader in
most importantly, will.
environmental stewThe GreenU Initiative
ardship within the District. Yet the
was entirely supported by “the
news is not all good; perilous chalvolunteer efforts of students, faclenges lie ahead.
ulty, staff and administration.”
The size of these challenges
Apparently those intrepid voluncannot be underestimated because
teers were going to generate “prothe greatest roadblock to sustainfound changes” to the University’s
ability is not getting a piece of
operations and culture pro bono.
paper signed; it is implementAs a student involved in many
ing those strategies outlined on
of GW’s green organizations and
that paper. In fact, the University
initiatives for the last year, I cannot
has been down this path before
imagine how one could believe
with limited success. In 1994 a
that such things could be accomgroup of interested members of
plished without financial support.
the GW community formed the
Though initial investments are
Green University Initiative with
necessary, time has proven susthe intention of reshaping GW
tainability to be quite profitable.
into a “model of environmental
This brings me to my next point,
excellence and sustainability.”
knowledge. A decade ago, choos-

ing to go green required hard to
come-by technologies and even
harder to find specialists. Those
days are over and the premium
one has to pay to go green has
been progressively washed away
along with the color green from
our tens, twenties and fifties.
One would hardly have to go off
campus now to find those necessary skills. Lastly, the will to act,
the will reduce the University’s
carbon footprint, has never been
stronger. Coupled with an aptly
minded University president and
an impending climate crisis, GW
no longer has the option of putting
off sustainability.
These bumps in the road cannot be flattened with words alone.
The recommendations of the Task
Force and the UPCC are only pieces
of paper; the University must begin
immediately setting up an office to
ensure the proper implementation
of those recommendations and
steer the University towards the
goals of the Climate Commitment.
Without the necessary authority,
the University’s electric bills will
still be overwhelming, students
will still neglect to recycle and we
may have to wait another decade
before GW takes responsibility for
its impact.
–The writer is a senior and the
former policy director of GreenGW.

Ignorance does not excuse discrimination
A community-wide invitation to join Muslim Student Association events

According to the Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life, when people
were asked for the single word that
best describes their impression of Islam, far more Americans mention
negative words than positive ones (30
percent versus 15 percent); roughly a
quarter (23 percent) characterize the
religion with neutral words; about a
third (32 percent) do not offer an opinion. One of the main reasons for these
disturbing numbers is that people are
not aware of what Islam actually is.
As students who spend four years
trying to scratch the surface of a single

subject, it may be more obvious to us
that 1,400 years of religious philosophy and tradition cannot be understood based on a 30 second sound
byte from CNN or Fox. Those who
rely on such news outlets as their sole
source of information on Islam will
have an incomplete and typically erroneous view of it. Unfortunately, this
can perpetuate false stereotypes and
discriminatory actions towards Islam.
This is why we invite you to join us
at the various community service, interfaith, social and educational events
that the GW Muslim Students’ Asso-

ciation hosts on campus. The MSA is
not just for Muslims; the goal is to offer a diverse, open community for all
on the GW campus. The MSA creates
communication between those of the
Muslim faith and those who want to
learn about it. For example, this year’s
Islam Awareness Week, themed “Dialogue of Civilizations,” included the
events “An Islamic Portrait of Jesus”
and “Virgin Mary in the Islamic Tradition.” Tuesday, the MSA and the Jewish Students’ Association are teaming
up to show an episode of The West
Wing in the hopes of dispelling some

of the prominent stereotypes about
both faiths.
While a one-hour episode is not
enough to dispel years of stereotyping, starting a discussion is the first
step to scratching the surface of the
religion of Islam. We hope these discussions will continue and with them
a more comprehensive view of Islam
will be realized.
–MSA Executive Board, JSA
Executive Board, Student Association
President Nicole Capp and Executive
Vice President Brand Kroeger.

relations. Since taking office, Knapp has worked on
improving relations with the Foggy Bottom community, the Student Association and other student
organizations. It’s time he takes the lead on improving relations with the faculty. The way to start is by
taking these concerns seriously.
Finding the money to restore merit aid could
be a problem, but an open discussion among top
administrators and members of the Faculty Senate
is likely to prove fruitful. The bottom line is that last
year’s merit scholarship cuts are a major concern for
the administration, faculty and, most notably, students – both current and prospective. An issue with
such a wide reach deserves an enormous amount of
attention.
There probably is a solution for the problems
identified in the report, possibly a compromise
between increasing affordability through financial
aid and continuing to attract the academically talented. The administration will not find that compromise
if it’s not willing to look.
Current GW students can rest easy in knowing
that our intelligent classmates aren't steadily disappearing, after all. But we should take an active role in
pressuring the University to recognize the concerns
of the Faculty Senate report and address the importance of merit-based aid.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in history and
p
political
science,, is a Hatchet columnist.

An ad,
certainly
not an
endorsement
Sometimes advertisements in newspapers can take on a life of their own.
An advertisement that appeared in The
Hatchet on April 14 did just that.
On Page 2, our campus news page,
David Horowitz, a controversial conservative author who has appeared at GW,
took out a half-page ad claiming that the
Muslim Student Association is “a radical political group that was founded by
members of the Muslim Brotherhood,
the godfather of al Qaeda and Hamas, to
bring the jihad into the heart of American
higher education.”
As a campus
institution and
a media outlet,
The Hatchet does
not stand behind
this message. It is
slightly ludicrous
to even ponder
the idea that the
MSA is a radical
group in Foggy
Bottom. But this
JAKE
instance has made
us take a closer
SHERMAN
look at our adverEDITOR IN CHIEF
tising policies.
Rejecting
advertisements is
something we seldom do at The Hatchet.
We are committed to an open dialogue on
campus. While we may not agree with the
content of every advertisement, we want
people to have the opportunity to hear a
multitude of opinions.
We are now working on a revamped
policy which will provide more stringent
guidelines for advertisements. Horowitz’s
advertisement was inflammatory and, on
second review, may not have passed our
test of decency. The least we could have
done is place the word “advertisement”
atop the space so our readers would
understand that this was not an enumeration of our views.

letter to the editor
Regretting a lack of research
I would like to thank Josh Akman for encouraging research on campus (April 17, p. 4). I appreciate
his insight on the value of education, thinking and
the overemphasis on interning. As a senior, I regret
spending too much time “copying, stapling and sorting” at my internships rather than taking advantage
of the valuable and unique opportunity to study a
subject in depth, draw conclusions, and provide evidence to my ideas and theories on a topic. As I frantically write the last four research papers of my college
career, I resent that such a valuable opportunity only
fits into my schedule during the wee hours of the
morning at the end of the semester while I spend my
days entering data and processing paperwork.
I would like to offer an alternate model that
incorporates both an emphasis on academic learning
and practical experience. During the school year, students should be encouraged to focus on classes and
research. Then, students can apply their theoretical
knowledge to the workplace at a summer internship.
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This would blend the best of both worlds and graduates would feel confident in both their ability to think
and excel in a profession. I have observed my peers
who study business and science succeed with this
model and I strongly recommend it to my younger
brother as he considers his college career.
Likewise, I would encourage freshmen and current students to consider their time and priorities. As
Akman said, “We need to stop considering outside
research opportunities as unwanted homework, and
we need to instead realize that they offer an excellent
way to make a great impact on our chosen field.”
It is my hope that advisers, administrators and
students will work together to achieve a greater balance between professional experience and intellectual
discourse.
Ellen Bradshaw
Senior
Student's view on research encouraging
In his recent Opinions piece, "Selling Research
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to Students" (April 17, p. 4), Josh Akman laments
a University-wide emphasis on internships as the
unspoken point of a GW undergraduate education,
rather than the "actual opportunity to think" that
would be provided by a greater emphasis on original
student research and on institutionally supported
venues for developing and publicizing that research,
such as student-run think tanks or undergraduate
research journals. We take his point. And we should
note that the University Writing Program has made
a conscious effort to promote just this emphasis on
original undergraduate research, both in the first-year
writing course itself (UW20), and through a number
of venues for promoting and publishing student
research, such as our student-edited online annual
journal of first-year writing, Euonymous, or our
Student Lecture Series, an ongoing forum for postUW20 student writers who have demonstrated a
high level of critical thinking, intellectual engagement
and original scholarship.
Just last week, on April 10-11, we held our annual
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University Writing and Research Symposium, a conference at which more than 150 students of first-year
writing at GW presented work from original research
they had begun in UW20 classes on topics ranging
from questions of representation at the National
Museum of the American Indian, to the One Laptop
per Child initiative, to the impact of Facebook and
Wikipedia on our ideas of online authorship and
ownership.
We agree with Akman that such venues are
only first steps. We would like to see them more
fully complemented by a University-wide emphasis on a culture of scholarship, in which original
thought would be an expected and valued part of
the work that undergraduate students do at GW.
We see Akman's article as evidence that students,
like the University Writing Program, would welcome this.
Ryan Jerving, Rachel Riedner and Christy Zink
Assistant Professors of Writing
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GCR
from p. A1
also reviewing its major and concentration requirements. ESIA
students tend to take introductory courses during their sophomore and junior years, rather
than their freshman years as the
school would expect, said David Grier, the associate dean for
academic programs in the Elliott
School.
The Faculty Senate formed
the Steering Committee of Un-

UNION
from p. A1
security guards asking them to
rank the importance of demands
like pay and health insurance.
This year, GW students in the
Progressive Student Union sent
letters to University President
Steven Knapp and Executive Vice
President and Treasurer Lou Katz
urging them to put pressure on
Securitas to raise wages for their
guards. Katz wrote back explain-

dergraduate Curriculum Reform
last year to perform college-wide
curriculum reviews.
“We have only had two curriculum reviews over the last 20
years, and we wanted to look at
the relationship between schools
and our common goals before
deciding whether or not the
four-by-four (program) is appropriate,” said Lilien Robinson,
chair of the Faculty Senate.
She said the committee needs
to look at whether or not the curricula are still viable for students
in the year 2008.
Barbara Myklebust, assistant

dean for student affairs in the
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, said her school is
undergoing an accreditation review for their bachelor of science
programs.
“We have deferred major
curriculum changes until after
that review process. The faculty
has discussed the four-by-four
and other engineering schools
do use it, but we were awaiting
the president and the appointment of a new dean,” she said.
Timothy Tong, current dean
of the SEAS, plans to step down
this summer. 

ing GW “does not interfere with
wage determinations made by
independent companies and their
workers.”
Senior Matthew Brokman,
president of the Progressive Student Union, said administrators
showed a lack of caring toward
people who are not part of the
academic community.
“We are disappointed the University did not take more aggressive action themselves,” he said.
Freshman Steven Muse, a
member of the PSU, said he would
like to think his organization con-

tributed to the union’s success. He
called the wage increase “badly
needed” and said he knew a security guard who was homeless
three times while he was working
for Securitas.
“When we heard that these
security guards were not making
enough money to live on when we
go to the most expensive school in
the country … we felt it was our
duty to work on this,” he said.
Organizers agree the pay raise
will result in an improvement in
the quality of life for many of the
guards. 
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Ryder Haske /assistant photo editor

Thousands huddled under raincoats and umbrellas to hear Warren Haynes of Gov't Mule play at
the Green Apple Festival, a free concert held Sunday on the National Mall. Organizers cancelled the
D.C. festival due to severe weather at about 4 p.m. The Earth Day Network sponsored the event.

THURSTON
from p. A1
information quickly to UPD when
a resident has a complaint or concern about the noise or trash in the
courtyard,” Llewellyn said.
Tara Pereira, director of SJS,
said the problem most likely stems
from other forms of illicit behavior
in the freshman residence hall.
“I think a lot of it is probably
alcohol-related behavior, because
when else it is fun to throw things
out of a window?” Pereira said.
SJS has met with several perpetrators, Pereira said. The repercussions for offenders range from a
warning letter to disciplinary probation, she said.
“When your pizza box is
thrown out the window and it says
your room number or mail that you
didn’t rip up, we can see whose it
is and we’re following up on them
right now,” Pereira said.
Not only do residents find the
bottle and garbage-chucking annoying, they also said the act po-

tentially dangerous.
“My friend was sitting in my
room the other day and we heard
something hit the window and an
apple came in, and then three water bottles,” Abdalla said.
At one point the garbage and
items littering the courtyard became so bad that the floor of the
courtyard was no longer visible,
which forced the housekeeping
staff to climb through first floor
windows to clean it up.
“I’m not really sure why people
do it, maybe just amusement,” said
freshman Caitlin O’Neil. “I guess it
was funny the first couple of times,
but now it’s mainly annoying,”
First-floor residents said there
are other problems besides trash
coming in through their windows.
Freshman Rachel Hodin said she
keeps her windows shut due to the
rats the courtyard garbage attracts.
One time a rat entered her room
through the open window.
“I called UPD a bunch of times
but nothing ever happened,” Hodin said. “I had a bottle fly into my
bathroom window, and that’s when
I made my dad call, but it’s seemed
to have gotten better lately.” 

BANK
from p. A1
FBI, Durham said. Covelli pleaded guilty to charges of fraud in
connection with computers in
January.
Covelli could have received
five years in prison and a $250,000
fine, according to a U.S. Attorney
news release.
“The sentencing was what
was anticipated by the plea
agreement,” Durham said, adding that the "relatively low dollar
amount" contributed to the lower
sentence.
Covelli and his attorney both
declined to comment on the case.
Durham said this type of
fraud is not uncommon.
“Mr. Covelli is not the first
bank employee to have committed crimes associated with his
job,” he said.
Covelli graduated from the
School of Business and is enrolled
in a graduate program at GW, officials in the registrar’s office said.
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THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

April 21, 1926

April 22, 1864

April 23, 1988

Queen Elizabeth II was
born in London.

Congress authorized
the use of the phrase
"In God We Trust" on
U.S. coins.

Pink Floyd's album
"Dark Side of the
Moon" left the Billboard
200 chart for the first
time in over 14 years.

Leah Carliner – Life Editor (lcarliner@gwhatchet.com) | Hilary Walke – Contributing Editor | Laura Treanor – Contributing Editor

GWExpat:

Pondering The Pope

From
prude...to
nude

A GW student's
firsthand account
of the papal Mass
Last Thursday I visited the new
Nationals Park for the first time.
The $8 tickets my friends and I
purchased put us in the nosebleed
section and I could barely see the
players.
Exactly one week later, I visited
the stadium for the second time.
Only this time I was closer to the
field, close enough to see the face
of the main attraction – Pope Benedict XVI.
When I first got word that the
pope was coming to D.C. as part
of the first U.S. pontifical tour in
over a decade, I decided that I
would see him. I did not realize at
the time how scarce tickets to the
Mass would be.
I was raised by an observant
Irish Catholic family and have
been practicing my faith for all of
the 18 years and 11 months that
I’ve been on this earth. I happily
endured eight years in a plaid St.
Patrick’s School uniform and I
continue to go to Mass every Sunday. My faith is a huge part of my
life.
When I discovered my only
chance to obtain a ticket to the Mass
was through a random lottery at
the Newman Catholic Student Center, I faced the grim reality that my
chance to see the pope was slim.
And then I got to thinking –
maybe it’s not such a big deal to see
the pope.
Despite my strong religious upbringing, the idea of the pope had
always been just that – an idea. I
had never felt any sort of connection to the spiritual head of the
Catholic Church, my Holy Father

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Pope Benedict XVI greets the crowd while traveling down Pennsylvania Avenue Wednesday afternooon.
in Rome. Thousands of miles away, mail on April 3 from campus chapacross an entire ocean, the pope lain Father Giovanoni – I was gethad always been a disting a ticket!
tant figurehead to me.
While I still didn’t
Also, wouldn’t it
feel a bond with the
A
personal
also be weird, celebratactual man, Pope Beneing Mass in a baseball
dict XVI, I did feel my
refl
ection
stadium? Outdoors?
lifelong connection to
Then again, the sigGod and to the Cathoby
nificance of the pope’s
lic Church so I was
LAURA
visit to the United
excited to have won a
States is not wholly
seat.
TREANOR
faith-based.
Pope
For Catholics, every
CONTRIBUTING
Benedict is fascinating
Mass is miraculous. A
EDITOR
to people of all beliefs
Mass celebrated by the
because of the sheer
pope then, is sublime.
number of people he
The service proved
leads. People want to see the pope to be an experience beyond anysimply because he is the pope.
thing I could have ever imagined.
Lo and behold, I received an e- Standing in the electric energy of

some 40,000 people – all so obviously full of joy and emotion – was
overwhelming. Goosebumps covered my body and tears, somewhat
embarrassingly, sprang to my eyes.
As the popemobile appeared, the
crowd erupted into thunderous applause and cheers.
With him in my midst, I felt my
feelings of detachment dissolve.
Even though he was waving to tens
of thousands of people from behind
bulletproof glass, when he passed
the GW community in section 138,
I felt personally connected to Pope
Benedict.
When I think about the pope today, he is no longer an abstraction.
He is now very real to me – an earthly link to my God in heaven. 

Double Booked: Student officers balance patrol and courses
by Hilary Walke
Contributing Editor
Chris Gearhart is an undergraduate student
at GW pursuing a bachelor’s degree in sociology.
He attends class, does his homework, studies for
tests and tries his best to get good grades.
But Gearhart, a full-time University Police Department officer, is not your typical undergrad.
“I decided that going to school and being an
officer would be beneficial because I wouldn’t
have to pay for school because of the tuition benefits for one, and I’d be gaining work experience,”
Gearhart said.
Because of his employment, he only has to
pay for 4 percent of his tuition. Gearhart is a parttime student, but would not discuss his graduation year or age because he was worried it would
undermine his authority as an officer.
Balancing academics and a job can be tough
at times, Gearhart said, but he manages to get by
and does it with pride.
And Gearhart is not alone. UPD Chief Dolores
Stafford said that 15 to 20 percent of UPD officers
are also taking classes at GW, though most are in

graduate programs.
While being a student and an officer can be
time consuming, Gearhart said that both roles are
closely related and contribute to his own self-improvement.
“If the students come to me complaining and
stuff it helps me empathize with what they’re going through with tests, and the stress of finals,
and professors stressing them out,” he said.
But interacting with students is not just about
Gearhart understanding the life of a college kid.
The officer said he also hopes that being a good
role model in class will help improve the image
of UPD.
“(The students) might see me out in uniform
and they might feel comfortable talking to me
about their problems, or they might just want to
talk to me about the weather or sports,” Gearhart
said.
For Brian Gallagher, splitting time between
the life of an officer and his graduate coursework
is not as easy. Gallagher works as a full-time UPD
officer and plans to graduate from GW in December 2009 with a master's degree in forensic science.

“You go to work and it’s hard sometimes to
balance because work can be demanding at times
but so can school, especially around midterms
and finals,” the 23-year-old said.
Though his life as a student and a UPD officer are intertwined, Gallagher said it is important to maintain a certain decorum, even around
friends.
“You want to be able to make friends but you
also want to be able to hold your position of authority,” he said.
As a UPD officer, Christine Pucillo works
from 10:45 p.m. to 7:15 a.m. With that schedule,
the 23-year-old graduate student never misses a
class, though there is usually little time for socializing.
Like Gallagher, Pucillo is also working towards a master’s degree in forensic sciences.
While wearing her uniform late at night,
Pucillo said she still keeps her graduate classes in
mind.
She said, “It’s actually surprising how much I
pull from my work and from my academic studies to do the other.” 

BERLIN
I guess I am officially European. I no longer
have issues with public nudity.
A few weeks ago, some friends invited me to
go swimming at the Badeschiff – a barge turned
indoor swimming pool and sauna in the middle
Berlin’s Spree River. The idea of jumping into a
heated pool in the middle of the German winter
was appealing to me, so I packed my beach bag
and headed for the Badeschiff.
I showed up with my beach towel, Gap swimsuit, Richardson High School “Beach Team” Tshirt and flip flops ready to go for a dip.
But when we went into the locker room to
change, I realized that nobody else had brought
a swimsuit. No need – no swimsuits allowed on
the Badeschiff.
Gulp!
My first reaction was panic, and I started
thinking of ways to gracefully leave. However,
my plan to fake an emergency message from my
editor fell through when I realized I left my cell
phone at home.
After a few hopeless attempts at leaving, I
realized there was no escape. I simply had to strip
down.
CLAYTON
As if the situation
MCCLESKY wasn’t already awkward
enough, the locker room
GW EXPAT
was co-ed. So with Swedish friend Julia at the
locker to my left and a
70-year-old German lady to my right, I ditched
my swimsuit and headed for the pool.
The first five minutes were perhaps the most
awkward I have ever experienced. There I was,
skinny dipping with my best friends. And we
hadn’t even been drinking.
Things got especially interesting when Spanish friend Jaime and I started trying to dunk
Swiss friend Xavier. The scene resembled some
sort of nude underwater wrestling match.
And while I am all for water games, I drew
the line at playing chicken.
I finally started to loosen up once we got in
the sauna, which had a view of the river and the
Berlin skyline. It was so nice I almost forgot how
strange it was to be sitting on a wooden bench
naked with my best friends and a group of complete strangers.
But I was quickly reminded of the awkwardness when my friends left and I was joined in the
sauna by 10 naked German fräuleins. When one
of them (accidentally?) sat on my thigh, I called
it quits and headed for the lounge chair to finish some reading for one of my classes. Surprisingly, reading naked really does help you focus.
Perhaps I have found a new study strategy.
Between the swimming, sauna-ing, foot
washing, wine drinking and group showering,
it almost started to feel normal that nobody was
wearing clothes.
All in all, I have to say I really enjoyed the
evening. I mean, how can it not be fun to watch
a bunch of hot Europeans walk around naked?
For the sake of my dear GW roommate Tim,
I think I should go on the record as saying that I
have not turned into a nudist. At least, not yet.
My Euro friends were bewildered that it was
such a big deal to me to strip down in front of
them. I guess my American prudishness was
a bit silly. Once you have seen one rear end,
haven’t you seen them all? 

The

Royal
Treatment
D
uring the month of April, there's
only one place that a girl can be
seen without her makeup. Ladies can get primped and powdered at the Knight Spa, hosted on Thursday
and Friday nights at the Erwin Gomez Salon &
Spa in Georgetown on Wisconsin Avenue.
At the social pre-game party, Gomez's
salon provides their usual treatments for clients–
including hair, makeup and massages–with additional add-ons like Red Dragon Tinis and VIP
passes to nightclub hotspots for no additional
charge.
Sophomore Samantha Newman (right)
enjoyed a glamorous manicure on Thursday before a night at Josephine with her courtesy VIP
pass.
– Leah Carliner and Nour Hammour

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Want to go on a Hatchet blind date? Email features@gwhatchet.com
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Under the
covers

NAVIGATING GW’S SEX SCENE

"Punch-drunk lust"
We've got a secret surprise hiding under our covers
this year. The Hatchet will
bring you an anonymous columnist, Delilah, to report on
sex at GW.
Editor’s note: Names have
been changed to protect the
naughty.

The Enid A.
Haupt Garden
Joshua Wolf/Hatchet Photographer

Corcoran graduate student Mandy Nicoli studies at the Enid A. Haupt Garden on the National Mall. The garden is one of many
places on the Mall that offers free Wi-Fi.

GW

Study
Break
by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Staff Writer
If you’re looking for a little sunshine to go with your studying, consider visiting the Enid A. Haupt Garden
behind the Smithsonian Castle. This
grassy knoll on the National Mall is not
your average tourist trap and comes
equipped with free Wi-Fi that makes
Internet access a breeze.
A representative for Smithsonian
business ventures explained that it
was only a matter of time before the
National Mall began offering free Wi-Fi,
since “everyone was doing it.”
Atmosphere
Tucked away behind the well-known
Smithsonian Castle, the Enid A. Haupt
Garden is currently a local hotspot for

those working in the area to relax.
“A lot of people come here
before work,” said Jessa Farquhar,
a Smithsonian employee out on her
lunch break.
The park is a peaceful and relaxing
location, flooded with trees, flowers,
fountains and benches.
“A man used to Tai Chi in one
of the fountains,” said Tess Kutasz,
another employee.

stay around the monuments.
Those typically seen in the garden
are professionals who are reading a
book, eating lunch or chatting with
friends.
“I don’t personally (bring work), but
the curator I work for brings her laptop
out all the time to get her work done.
She says it’s very relaxing,” Farquhar
said.

How well you’ll study
As Kutasz and Farquhar enjoyed
their lunch, they explained that crowds
typically are not an issue for the garden,
despite being on the National Mall.
Kutasz said, “I have never not been
able to find a bench.”
The secluded feeling of the park
makes it an obvious place to unwind.
Unfortunately, while benches are scattered nearly everywhere, there are no
tables, which could present a problem
for some students looking to spread out
their work.

Internet
Enid A. Haupt Garden is equipped
with high-speed Wi-Fi, but this is not
the only location on the Mall with free
Internet connection. Other places include:
The Great Hall of the Smithsonian
Castle, the Robert and Arlene Kogod
Courtyard at the National Portrait
Gallery, the Smithsonian American Art
Museum, the Luce Foundation Center
for American Art at the Smithsonian
American Art Museum, the Lobby and
Sculpture Garden at the Hirshhorn,
and the Welcome Plaza at the National
Museum of the American Indian.

What the studiers have to say
Kutasz and Farquhar explained
how people enjoy coming to the park
because of its convenience and pleasant atmosphere. Though located on the
National Mall, both said tourists tend to

Travel
The garden is located off of the Blue
and Orange lines at Smithsonian Metro
stop. The ride should take about eight
minutes and the castle is a short walk
from the Metro. 

There’s nothing greater
than hearing those three
perfect words from the
perfect guy. There’s also
nothing worse than hearing a drunken “I love you”
from a random booty call.
It’s funny how that same
phrase can take on different meanings from different people.
I met my latest flame
Evergreen in a class last
semester. He would lend
me an academic hand from
time to time, but one recent
drunken night I wanted to
test his skills in a subject
other than a general course
requirement.
When I gave Evergreen
a call, I found out that he
had also been up to some
late night mischief, and we
agreed to meet outside of
his apartment. When he
came downstairs, I greeted him with an old movie
embrace – the kind that
involves dipping and back
arching. Only mine was
sloppy and drunk.
We eventually made it
up to his room, and I was
finally able to climb on top
of my sturdy Evergreen and
get his wood working. As
things got heated, he suggested we switch positions,
but when I readjusted my
backside into a naughty
spoon I wanted to make
sure he was still feeling it.
Evergreen’s response was
every girl’s dream, but not

at all what I was looking for
that night.
“Delilah … I think, I
think I love you,” Evergreen
said.
Needless to say I was
speechless and hoped that
if I didn't say anything he
would just keep going or
figure I didn't hear him, but
he was sloppy and insistent. “Delilah, I think I love
you. Is that okay?”
This time though, I just
pretended not to hear him
and continued on.
As I walked back to
my place after our morning romp, I was confused
at how someone could just
say that word so casually.
When dealing with a late
night booty call, such as
myself, sexy pillow talk is
by all means appropriate,
if not desired. But the L
word? I don’t think so.
I certainly didn’t want
Evergreen to diminish
those three special words
as just a cat call to make
during sex because, well,
those words mean so much
to me. Sure I tell my friends
I love them all the time and
will even jokingly yell to an
acquaintance "I f---ing love”
you, "but when it comes to
erotic, deep, caring, connecting love, that’s something I save for somebody.
Somebody really special.
In fact, I value those
three little words so much
that the only man I have
dared to utter them to was
my old hero Hercules. As
for Evergreen, about two
weeks or so later, I learned
that he did not love me.
He also did not love Mint
Green, his girlfriend.
Looks like Evergreen
had been throwing that
phrase around a little too
much. 
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DEPARTING EDITOR

News

No longer saving the things left unsaid

that I was back at square one – I
still had no idea what the hell I
was doing.
There’s nothing like seeI’ve had my internships and
ing your name in The Hatchet. my fabulous professors, but
Nothing. It's one of the best stu- nothing has helped me grow
dent papers in the country, it's more as a reporter than my rejecread by all of your peers and it's tion at The Hatchet, and I mean
often sprawled across elevator that with the greatest sincerity.
floors on Sunday mornings by
Whether I was asking Jess
those drunk kids that just can’t Calefati to make me a senior staff
keep their hands off of it.
writer or David Ceasar to let me
The first time I really sunk be an assistant news editor, The
my teeth into the newspaper Hatchet’s consistent ‘no’ has aland got my own byline as a ways kept me on solid ground.
Hatchet news reporter, well,
I eventually did make senior
the first time wasn’t so exciting. staff and then went on to be the
The story ended up online. The assistant editor and editor of the
second time though, my story Life section. And yet, despite all
got on the front page and I felt that, The Hatchet will always be
The Hatchet rush for the first for me the place where I learned
time.
Unfortunately, forces how to deal with rejection, and
greater than my
for that I owe
own ego trip – like
a great deal of
the fact that I had
So here's to The gratitude to a
no idea what the
great many peoHatchet, for always ple.
hell I was doing –
got in my way of
When
it
turning me down. comes
true Hatchet starto things
dom. I hoped that
I can’t
For changing my unsaid,
taking journalism
help but think
classes, writing for
ledes and deleting of the words of
two sections and
my high school
my run-on sena little luck would
ballet teacher – a
help me move up
woman who is
tences and rein the paper.
now 78, with the
All was going
posture of an iron
minding
me
good
according to plan
wall and the most
until Brandon Butyouthful
gray
is not great:
ler. The boy just
hair you’ve ever
thank you.
would not print my
seen. Miss Ellen’s
stories. Everything I
infamous, “What
did was “contributare you saving it
ed by Brandon Butler” or “Leah for?” are the six words that have
Carliner and Brandon Butler.”
been circling in my head in these
One probably uneventful fleeting weeks before graduaday in the life of Brandon Butler, tion. Granted, she meant them in
I decided to confront my new the context of my subpar danceditor and tell him that he was ing, but sitting here, the question
making a huge mistake with all seems a whole lot deeper than
these so-called “edits.”
the grace of my grande jéte.
Needless to say I spent the
Did I write every story and
whole five-minute ordeal nod- coach every reporter and pitch
ding my head and agreeing with every idea? Did I take every class
all of his critiques, and I realized and ask every question and work
Leah Carliner
Life Editor

Search narrows
for new CPS dean

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Leah Carliner, formerly the Life editor, began writing for The
Hatchet in March 2005.
my hardest for every grade? Did always turning me down. For
I meet every person and remem- changing my ledes and deletber every name and spend every ing my run-on sentences and
night out with friends?
reminding me that good is not
Probably not. Actually, defi- great: thank you.
nitely not. What was I saving it
To my contributing editors,
for?
Laura and Hilary, you guys have
So here’s to The Hatchet, for been so much fun to work with.

A special thanks has to go to Hilary for picking up this position
in her second semester of senior
year. Nothing helps to combat
senioritis like an early Sunday
morning at The Hatchet. Laura,
you have grown so much as a reporter in these past few months
and I expect for you to do truly
great things.
Brittany, if you are reading
this in your Spanish oasis, enjoy every last minute of it! Good
luck in the coming year, even
though I know you don’t need
luck.
To my girls: you know who
you are. And anyone that doesn’t
can just look at my Facebook
pictures – it’s the smiling beauties holding beers and posing in
a variety of kissing faces. I can’t
think of anyone else who would
put up with my three jobs, gum
addiction and indescribably
ugly feet like Dana, Leah, Emily,
Robyn and Limmer. You all have
been there for me in ways I can’t
even begin to recall and graduating with you on my speed-dial
is my greatest collegiate accomplishment.
To my roommate of four
glorious years: I promise that
you will never again live with
anyone who wakes up at 5 a.m.
and I know the thought makes
you want to cry. From day one,
with our ugly short hair, I knew
you would be my besheret and
you’ve never disappointed me.
Thanks to my parents for
standing by my decision to pursue my wildest dreams. You’ve
given me everything I’ve ever
asked for and I’d like to think
that somehow it has made me a
better person.
Jess, David and Lizzie and
any of my other former editors
who are still on staff, you’ve
made my Hatchet experience
everything I ever wanted it to
be. Thanks for sticking with me,
even now, and pushing me to

make my section great.
Roper, if there was ever someone to give me a quirky story to
hunt down or a secret source to
interview, I always knew I could
turn to you. I can’t wait to see
what you do as editor in chief
next year. You’ve earned it.
Jake, I thought about ignoring you in my 30-piece like
you’ve ignored all of my e-mails,
but then I wouldn’t get to thank
you for your dedication to the
paper. Your angry yell has given
me an extra thick layer of skin
this year, which I guess is a good
thing. Get back to me, though, in
five or 10 years at our inevitable
run-in at some McFadden’s-like
bar for a straight answer.
To Sam, though we never did get to do our fabulous
Gelman exposé, and I don’t actually think we ever did a project together, you are still making
it into my 30-piece. Thanks for
showing me the ropes around
The Hatchet. Watch out NOVA,
here we come!
Thanks to the photo boys for
always making my page look
beautiful. Nick, Alex and Ryder,
you guys have a great spirit
about you. Thanks for knowing
how to keep a girl entertained.
To Kyle, Alex and Tim, have
I ever told you that my Sundays would be nothing without
you? Special thanks to Tim, for
knowing the answer to every
one of my questions when I had
no business thinking that he
would.
And since I have 30 inches,
a little piece of advice for the
future Hatchet writers – don’t
be discouraged by the tough
love at 2140 G Street Just keep
at it and work your hardest
because after all, what are you
saving it for?
-30Leah Carliner was The Hatchet's Life editor. She began writing
for The Hatchet in March 2005.

DUELINGBANDS

in any way I can, but the selection is entirely up to the search
committee.”
A group of 15 candidates are
The next dean needs to have
vying to replace the dean of the “an earned doctorate, a strong
College of Professional Studies, record of collaborative seniorwho will step down Aug. 1.
level organizational leadership,
The search for the successor experience in academic administo CPS Dean Roger Whitaker, tration, and demonstrated busiwho has held the post for seven ness and marketing expertise,”
years, began earlier this semes- according to the classified adverter and will finish at the end of tisement placed in The Chronicle
June.
of Higher Education.
“It would be good to have
The College of Professional
somebody who has the same Studies is a school geared toskills that Roger Whitaker has, ward training professionals and
somebody who understands the enhancing their qualifications
process of involving programs in the workforce. The programs
that meet the needs of working are offered as part-time classes
adults ... and who understands and include courses like political
how to market graduate pro- management, strategic public regrams effectively,” said Carol Si- lations and landscape design.
gelman, associate vice president
“We are looking for somefor graduate studies and aca- one who has entrepreneurship ...
demic affairs.
This is a college with programs
“We need someone who is that are self-financing, so we
creative, energetic and knows need someone who can identify
what they’re doing,” she added.
the educational needs of those
Jeffrey Lenn, a strategic man- individuals who would like to
agement professor, heads the take advantage of programs at
committee. The selection group George Washington University,”
includes several professors from said professor Gregory Squires,
Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer
various schools in the Univer- who is serving on the search
Famous Corners performs at the Epsilon Sigma Alpha sorority's Battle of the Bands Thursday night in the Marvin Center's Continensity and Connie Mokey, assistant committee.
tal Ballroom. The event raised money for St. Jude Children's Hospital.
dean of CPS.
The new dean must also adLenn said Whitaker “has vocate for CPS students within
done an exceptional job” as the the University at large.
school’s first dean, but there
CPS students' needs are
is still work to be done in the unique in that they are working
graduate school. The next dean professionals and they have limwill have to build on the school’s ited time to take courses, Lenn
strengths and develop innova- said.
tive curricula and programs to
Erik Rapprich, a CPS student
meet the school’s growing needs, enrolled in the political managehe said.
ment program, said he is hoping
In February, the committee to see a dean that will support
reviewed the school’s charter increased and enhanced commuby Shimmy Edwards
tries participating in the inter- of fall semester brainstorming 1. (The game) has the ability to
and met with Whitaker to dis- nication between professors.
Hatchet Staff Writer
national competition this July.
concepts.
(reach that level), it’s just a matcuss his views of the position.
He said, “The faculty bring
“Worldwide is another story,”
“This semester we actually ter of how much time we can
“When they have the final unique and complementary perSaving the environment is Smith said. “I think there’s going spent more time on building it," put into it. We’ll see.”
candidates, those candidates will spectives … (But) at times this
Stephanie Reimann, marketprobably want to meet with the diversity can create a certain not an easy task, but it can be to be a lot more heavy competi- Smith said. “Again, we wanted
sitting dean for information,” level of interdisciplinary discor- done with several clicks of a tion for that … All we can do is to incorporate the theme into as ing manager at Microsoft, said
mouse in a video game created sort of hope for the best.”
many levels of the game as pos- the theme of technology and a
Whitaker said. “I’ll be available dance.” 
by GW students for a national
The
basible, so that really sustainable environment was
competition this Tuesday.
sic premise of
into play as essential to this competition.
"We've seen some came
Graduate students Mark “Ecoism,” the
we were designing
“For us, it’s all about nurturAoyama and Martin Smith are a r c a d e - s t y l e
the
game
…
I
sort
ing
technology and you know,
of the other games, of appreciated that making
vying against 20 other student game they cresure that people are inteams for the U.S. finals of the ated, is the reand I won't go into (Microsoft) had a corporating technology in their
Microsoft Imagine Cup – an vival of a planet
theme.”
lives and using it in great ways
international competition that with depleted
details, but I like our
Aoyama said to better the world they live in
emphasizes the role of technol- natural resourcthe
competition and to come up with new and
chances.”
ogy in producing a sustainable es. The players
has kept them up great ideas,” Reimann said.
environment. If the computer use their main
at night.
Smith said Team Ligersoft
science graduates win the na- resource, a hov“We’ve pulled is appreciative of the chance
MARTIN SMITH
tional competition, they will go ercraft, in order
a few all-nighters Microsoft gave them.
"ECOISM" DESIGNER
on to represent the U.S. at the to defend them– I’m not going to
“I mean, I’ve always been
global competition in Paris.
selves against
lie,” he said.
really interested in game deSmith said he thinks the enemies while
Aoyama said velopment, so it’s a really great
they have a chance of winning simultaneously trying to re- Team Ligersoft – the name of opportunity to get some recogthe competition.
build their environment. The their production company – nition for a game that other“We’ve seen some of the players can use their hovercraft may not have enough time to wise would be very difficult to
other games, and I won’t go into to plant trees and aim to create put into game development, promote considering that we’re
details, but I like our chances,” an environment safe from the which could be a disadvantage students, we don’t have a ton of
Smith said.
“bad guys,” they said.
in the international competi- time to work on this,” he said.
Call us at (202) 994-7550
Smith said he is less confiAlthough Aoyama and tion.
Team Ligersoft will fly to
dent about his team’s chances Smith said they are happy with
or email news@gwhatchet.com
“For the global competition, Los Angeles this week to find
at the international level, if they their game now, it was not an I’m hoping for at least the top out the results of the compewin this week’s national finals. easy road to get to this point, 20,” he said. “If we had more tition's Viewer ’s Choice porThere will be close to 170 coun- Smith said. They spent most time, it definitely could be No. tion. 
by Kaden Trifilio
Hatchet Reporter

Duo enters Microsoft contest
Engineering students develop environmentally-conscious video game

Got a
news tip?

See something on the street?
Big or small? No matter.
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One bad inning dooms softball
Seven runs in
one frame kill
GW's chances
by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer
For five innings Saturday,
GW softball head coach Kim
Staehle thought her team was
on the verge of defeating Charlotte. The game was knotted at
one run apiece, the Colonials
needing only a break or two in
their favor to record their first
win in a week.
Then the fifth inning became the sixth, the 49ers began
spraying the field with hits, and
the tied score rapidly ballooned
into its crooked 8-1 final.
“When I had my team meeting I said, ‘Okay, we won that

game – we won the first fiveand-a-half innings,’” Staehle
said after the game. “Unfortunately, we did have a letdown
in that sixth inning.”
Up to that point, sophomore
Amanda Gabriel had been delivering the kind of crafty performance the Colonials’ (8-23,
4-8 A-10) struggling bats sorely
needed from their starting hurler. The lone lapse in her first five
frames – a solo homerun surrendered in the second inning – was
matched two innings later by
teammate Jackie Yaniga as the
senior launched one of her own
beyond the centerfield wall.
After retiring the first batter in the sixth, however, things
began to snowball. The next batter singled on a chopper to left,
beginning a rally that included
five hits, a wild pitch, an infield
error and ultimately seven runs.
The inning fittingly ended on
a hit, as Charlotte’s Keri Palma
drove in both runners inherited

by reliever Ali Pardo, only to
be gunned down attempting to
stretch her hit into a triple.
Staehle said she was disappointed in her team’s defensive
performance in the half-inning
that decisively swung the contest in Charlotte’s favor.
“This game is a lot about
defense, and defense will always keep you in a game,” she
said. “If we make some of those
routine plays at shortstop and
we’re not booting balls, that’s a
different game.”
As much as a better defensive effort could have benefited
GW, it may have eventually
been for naught just the same as
the Colonials struggled to generate any substantial production at the plate. The team managed just one hit and two walks
to accompany Yaniga’s solo
shot, giving them a meager total of eight baserunners over the
weekend’s two meetings with
Charlotte, the first of which was

an 8-0 loss Friday afternoon.
“I think overall, confidence
is always a hard thing to teach
to young hitters,” explained
Staehle, who said her hitters
were being too tentative and inadequately working the count.
“(I am) just trying to get across
to them, ‘Listen, you’ve just got
to be confident. See the ball, hit
the ball.’”
It is a simple message, underscored by the faith in her
players’ abilities that made Staehle sense an impending victory
in what had been a tense pitchers’ duel. Despite the messy outcome Saturday, the second-year
coach seems sure her team will
deliver if they can put themselves in better position in the
future.
“If we make routine plays,
I know that we’ll be in a clutch
situation hitting,” she said.
“And nine times out of ten,
we’re going to win that situation offensively.” 

Sports

VARSITYROUNDUP
Baseball
The baseball team dropped all three of its games against Dayton
this weekend, falling to 6-9 in Atlantic 10 play. The
Colonials were outscored 14-4 in the two games they
played on Saturday, and GW fell behind quickly in
both defeats. A pair of homeruns by outfielder Charlie
Kruer was one of the bright spots for the Colonials.
Women's Water Polo
The women's water polo squad lost both of their Saturday
matches to end their season at the CWPA Southern
Division Chapionship. The Colonials fell to Bucknell
13-4 and then succumbed to Maryland by a score
of 10-3. GW finishes its season at 7-21, but returns
veteran Amy Moren for one more season next year.
Senior goalkeeper Julie Jacoby ends her four-year stint in buff
and blue as the school's all-time leader in blocks.
Women’s tennis
The women’s tennis team grabbed a share of ninth place at the Atlantic 10 championships this weekend in Monroeville,
Pa. The Colonials fell 4-1 to Charlotte in their firstround match-up on Friday, but rebounded to take
down Dayton Saturday by a score of 4-2. Though
they finished 8-11 overall and had a 1-4 mark in conference play,
the Colonials did win three of their last four matches of the season.
Women's Rowing
The women's rowing squad took sixth place out of nine teams at
their Atlantic 10 championships this weekend. The sixth place finish marks the second consecutive year the Colonials
earned sixth place at the tournament, and did so this
year by amassing 72 points. Rhode Island, the victor,
had 135 points. The second novice eight was GW's
top finisher, winning their race in just over seven and a half minutes.
The Colonials took fifth in both the first and second varsity eights.
Golf
The GW golf team took third place at the Navy
Spring Invitational this weekend out of 18 schools.
Below are the scores of GW's top-five golf finishers.
Player
y

1st Rd.

2nd Rd.

Total

Place

Lewis Sturdy

72

74

146

T7*

Brendan Barrack

73

73

146

T7

Eddie Newland

75

71

146

T7

Cole Turner

76

78

154

T39

Tim Johnson

80

82

162

T78

Team

296

296

592

3rd place
* 'T' denotes tied ranking

SAILING

from p. A1

points, beating out second place
finisher Hampton – a program
coached and funded by their
school – by almost 20 points.
“Even though we have minimal funding, no coach and don’t
sail in our own boats, we are one
of the better club teams in the
mid-Atlantic,” Paisner said in an
e-mail. “The William and Mary
regatta was huge for us because
while we’ve been decent for a
number of years, we’d never actually won a regatta before.”
Aside from financial woes, the
team has had other setbacks since
its inception in the early 1990s.
When junior Kathleen Hall
attempted to join the team, she
found a Web site that had not been
updated since 2000. A new site has
since been created on the GW student organization page.
“In 2005, when I started at
GW, I was interested in getting involved with the team,” said Hall,
who served as president of the
club this season. “I learned that
the team had deteriorated over the
years and that the current officers
weren’t interested in running the
team. Furthermore, the past members no longer wanted to participate.”
Hall restarted the team with
three other students. With the help
of Aubre Jones, head of GW’s intramurals program and the club's
advisor, that four-person team has

grown to 16 this year.
“The team has come so far in
these few years; I can’t wait to see
how the team will progress in the
years to come,” Hall said.
Still, the biggest issue the
club faces is attracting seasoned
racers. The majority of the better
racers are underclassmen, Paisner
said. The addition of a few more
experienced sailors in the next
few years could put the squad
up in the ranks of the coached
and recruited, regardless of their
finances.
“Getting the word out there
is really important because there
are sailors around campus, but
not a lot of people know about our
team,” Paisner said. “All we need
is a few more solid racers to put us
into contention with some of the
varsity programs.”
But unlike University-funded
varsity teams, the sailing club does
not recruit. It takes anyone with an
interest, and voluntary practices
make putting in the work an individual choice. Only about half
of the members have previous
sailing experience – and the team
takes pride in that.
“It makes us really proud,
what we’re doing, because a lot of
these other varsity programs that
we have to compete against are
not student-run; they’re run by the
University’s athletic department,”
Ricketson said. “When we can beat
those teams it makes us feel really
good because we’re small and we
don’t have much resources, but
we do really well for what we’ve
been given.” 

Baseball
Basketballl
Cross country
Golf
Gymnastics
Lacrosse
Rowing
Soccer
Softball
Squash
Swimming and Diving
Tennis
Volleyball

There are 22 Division I sports.
Is your sport covered?
Contact our sports department.
sports@gwhatchet.com

The GW Hatchet, Monday, April 21, 2008
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
www.gwhatchet.com/classifieds

CLASSIFIEDS

245 - RENT DC

505 - ADOPTIONS

615 - FULL TIME

1 BR SEMI-FURN 1 BLK GWU/METRO
AVAILABLE FROM 8/16/2008. RENT
$1,700. CALL 201-666-1328

LOVING COUPLE WISHES TO ADOPT.
Willing to pay legal & medical expenses.
Call (202) 387-0603 or email KarJoe3@
aol.com.

EFFICIENCY: 25TH & K 24 hour desk,
pool. Utilities included. Available July
2008. $1,295/mo. Garage parking available for $150/mo. Kand25th@yahoo.com

515 - GENERAL

430 - LEGAL

EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www.adcarclub.com

EXPUNGE

We offer good wages and benefits. Apply
in person, fax or mail resume to:
Evening Manager
The George Washington
University Inn
824 New Hampshire Ave., NW Washington, DC 20037
Fax (202) 337-2540
ADMIN/OFFICE Seeking office manager
for busy downtown D. C. psychiatric practiceóideal for those interested in future
career in psychóF/T starting in May 2008
(possible P/T in April). Send resume to:
jkatzow@gmail.com

610 - CHILD CARE

Your court record. DC, MD, VA 301-5652917

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/hour. Register
free for jobs at www.student-sitters.com.

460 - TRAVEL

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to work with
Senior Vice President at Wachovia Securities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior VicePresident, 301-961-0131.

PT SUMMER CHILDCARE 9 yo boy
Capitol Hill. 12-6pm Wed - Fri. M/F Must
have car. $15.00/hr. June 16 - end Aug.
202 669 1338 lkcoffman@verizon.net

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student
Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

621 - INTERNSHIPS, UNPAID

615 - FULL TIME

499 - GENERAL

CAMPAIGN EXPERIENCE! DC Council
Candidate Cary Silverman (D-Ward 2)
seeks motivated, energetic individuals for
leadership & volunteer roles in campaign.
Volunteer@CaryForCouncil.org / 202347-7850.

GUEST SERVICE AGENTS All suite hotel needs friendly, service minded people
for various front desk shifts. Experience
is preferred. Must be flexible with scheduling.

QI SPA in Georgetown offers student
waxing discount from Monday-Friday for
a limited time. 3106 M St. 202-333-6344

655 - ON CAMPUS

665 - PART TIME

665 - PART TIME

STUDENT ASSISTANTS NEEDED The
GW Law School Career Development
Office is hiring up to 5 student assistants
for administrative support for the summer
and/or school year. Must have professional demeanor, customer service skills
and be dependable. 15-25 hours per
week. $10/hour. Please send resume to
Anna Owsley at aowsley@law.gwu.edu.

PRODUCT TESTER / RESEARCHER
International market research firm recruiting opinionated individuals with attention
to detail. Get paid to test new products
and services, and fill out questionnaires/
surveys about these products. The ideal
candidate is critical and innovative. Responsibilities will include assessing products, highlighting potential flaws and suggesting improvements. We will pay you
for your opinion. For further information
please call (519) 729-3707

SALES ASSOCIATE. If youíre into history or politics, look no further. Political
Americana, the Capitolís largest retailer
of political memorabilia, is looking for
a few part-time sales associates. With
flexible hours, Why work an ordinary job
when you could get the opportunity to
see rare political artifacts on a daily basis? Openings are available immediately,
and the pay is $10 per hour, not including additional bonuses and commission.
To apply, email your resume to politicalamericana@yahoo.com or stop by our
store at 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
two blocks from Metro Center, to fill out
an application.

665 - PART TIME
!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

QI SPA is hiring a receptionist for $12/
hour. Located at 3106 M Street Georgetown. 202-333-634

ARE YOU AMBITIOUS? Financial
Agents, Loan Officers, Realtors Wanted.
We are a progressive and rapidly growing
mortgage and financial company seeking highly motivated people. No experience required, we train 100%. Full-time
and Part-time available. College students
welcome. Send resume to info@loanoriginatorrecruiter.com or call 202-425-3935.
http://www.loanoriginatorrecruiter.com.
SPECIAL NEEDS SPECIALIST Assist
and care for a young man with special
needs. Take him on his Saturday outtings-out to eat, social activities, sporting and
music events. 10am-8pm $14 hr. Contact
Julie at jritter@rueschfamilyfoundation.
com 202-549-7701

Place ads
online at
www.gwhatchet.
com/classifieds

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Stars and
Stripes, e.g.
5 Places where
lines meet
9 French greeting
14 ___ of Sandwich
15 Cause of a
game
cancellation
16 Unaccompanied
17 “Here he is
now!”
20 Black card
21 Talks one’s head
off
22 French summer
23 Twinings
selections
26 Sign before
Virgo
27 Big Apple ave.
28 Be undecided
33 ___ Wednesday
34 Suds maker
35 Mounted, as a
horse

38 Talking maybe a
little too fast
40 Snapshot
43 Sgt. Snorkel’s
dog
44 Fable writer
46 No. on which a
magazine’s ad
rates are based
48 Freudian one
49 Persist to
completion
53 Prefix with
center
55 Column’s
counterpart
56 Interstate
entrance or exit
57 Fish after which
a cape is named
58 Logic diagram
60 Long Island
airfield town
64 Command
center? … or
where you might
hear the starts of
17-, 28- and 49Across
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68 Nephew of
Donald Duck
69 For whom the
bell tolls, in a
John Donne
poem
70 Numerical prefix
with -ber
71 Bygone Montreal
ball club
72 Quiet exercise
73 Remove from
the freezer

1

2

3

4

14

6

17

18

9

10

29

24

25

30

39

27
32
35

40

41

45
49

64
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43
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48
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55

57

42

46
50

54

13

56

58

59

65

60
66

61

62

63

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

Puzzle by Ken Bessette

36 Big elevator
manufacturer
37 ___ too soon
39 Droid
41 Wedding cake
feature
42 Killer whale
45 Republican,
Democratic,
Green, etc.

GWHatchet.com
com

like the Hatchet, but .com

26

34

38

12

22

31

33

11

19
21

23

53

8

16

20

28

7

15

44

Down
1 Admit (to), with
“up”
2 Reindeer herder
3 Geometry
calculation
4 “My pleasure”
5 Black power
hairdo, for short
6 Dunderpate
7 The “C” in N.Y.C.
8 Divided 50/50
9 Dirge
10 Schooner fill
11 Billet-doux
12 Join
13 Old message
system
18 Wails
19 Dueling sword
24 Perched on
25 Deposed Iranian
28 “Roots,” for one
29 ___ of Wight
30 Message on a
shipping crate
31 Geologic time
unit
32 Pigeon’s
g
sound

5

No. 0310

47 “Luann” or
“Blondie”
50 Knight time?
51 A score
52 End result
53 French place of
learning
54 Mail receiver, in
brief
59 Repeat

61 ___ Ness
monster
62 Itsy-bitsy bit
63 Winter truck
attachment
65 God, in Italy
66 Brain scan, for
short
67 Bounding
g main

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Put down
those pencils!
Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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DEPARTING EDITOR

It's all in the family: finding the folks that matter
By Sam Salkin
Multimedia Editor
A laundry list of thank you’s
and inside jokes have often been
considered the norm when it
comes time for Hatcheteers to
say goodbye. Other people take
time to wax philosophical and
put it all out on the line for you.
I think that my attempt might
fall somewhere in the middle.
But more than anything else,
what I really want to talk about
is family.
I think for a lot of people the
attraction of going to college is
little more than an escape from
your family. Sure, some people
do get homesick and call home
a lot, but the biggest part about
growing up in college is making the decisions that, more often than not, would have been
made by your family before you
first stepped foot in Foggy Bottom. From dumb minutiae like
what to have for dinner to bigger, more expensive questions
such as, where am I going on
vacation, the family is quickly
erased from the equation and
make brief appearances at times
like Thanksgiving and between
semesters.
For me, this scenario really played itself out well until
I went home for Thanksgiving
my sophomore year. My parents
picked one of their only forays
into my real life to tell me they
were getting divorced. The entire
family equation was completely
turned upside down. This kind
of sucked for me. A lot. It didn’t
turn me into a hermit or make
me start drinking more, but it
wasn’t exactly my first choice of
how my college storyline would
play out.
What I realize now, looking
back, more than anything else
during my time at GW, I have
sought out (probably subconsciously) family. I didn’t find
MILFs in Bethesda or grandma’s
at St. Mary’s Court to cook me

DEPARTING EDITOR

By Ben Solomon
Senior Staff Photographer
This concept of writing is
new to me. English teachers have
never been generous in the grades
they have given me and writing articles isn’t something that I
have attempted, so my apologies
to those astute enough to pick up
on my weak penmanship. While
I cannot write, I can say convincingly that over the past 35,000
hours something remarkable has
happened. Investing our time in
fraternities, student groups and
our networks of friends, we’ve
established what’s to come for
the next phase. During this time,
some of us have spent too much
time on group projects and some
of us drank too much, but we have
been dedicated. Not necessarily
dedicated to school, but dedicated
to the concept of becoming someone. I surely won't impart my
wisdom on how I think college is
supposed to mold a youth into a
person, in part because this is my
first and last article, and I want to
get it right. But college has been
good. Looking back in a year, five
years, 20 years … college has been
too good.
While professors and the
parental units might not like to
hear my theory, I had a different outlook on what college was
and school was meant to be. My
definition: everything outside of
that lecture hall is important. No
real learning happens in a calculus class where your professor
doesn’t know how to teach (yes,
that’s a crack at my calc professor who tried failing me freshman
year). The learning occurs during
what you do with your free time.
I needed to find something with
the ability to distract me from
my homework and class. In high
school it was creating a haphaz-

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Sam Salkin, behind the counter at GW Deli, has been involved
with The Hatchet since his freshman year.
food. But believe it or not, the real
secret to GW is that it is comprised
of many, many families. Some are
bigger, some are smaller and you
might have to look hard for them,
but trust me, they exist. So, let me
tell you, in no particular order,
about my families.
I was on Colonial Cabinet
this past summer. You might

read that and think “what a tool”
or something along those lines.
Think whatever you want. I had
the privilege of spending the
summer with a group of dedicated, energetic and interesting
people. How could I ever regret
that? To my Cabinet family: I’m
sorry if I didn’t get as excited
about khaki shorts and polos

than some of us did. I’m sorry if something messed up about ea- gle warmest person I’ve ever met.
I was taking things too seriously chother’s parents. Everyone has Eric Roper will be fine so long
or not seriously enough. It’s not their group of friends in college, as he finally gives up on those
that I didn’t care. Trust me, I did. but I’m convinced that we have Christopher Walken impressions.
It’s just that pneumonia can take got to be the best one out there. Brendan Polmer showed me how
a lot out of you.
You guys know who you are and to funnel a beer freshman year
More than anyone else in col- know how much I love you.
and got me into a ton of shows
lege, the person I am most grateAt one point during my fresh- for free. Still, nothing compares
ful to is some idiot sorority girl man year, I ran into my acquain- to the parallel parking job he did
who asked me to sign a petition tance Ben Solomon who was a one night up on U Street. Joanna
for her to run for the Student As- measly Hatchet photographer and Tim are more interested in
sociation my sophomore year. In at the time, and I told him that my personal life than anyone I’ve
her feeble attempt to make small some day, he and I would run ever met, and yet that never retalk with my friends and me, the paper. Well, it didn’t exactly ally felt that weird to me. These
she asked if we were involved work out that way, but it worked people, and everyone who I
in Greek-letter life (we aren’t), I out. From day one, I was always didn’t mention, know how much
impulsively said yes. Of course pretty convinced that I was go- they meant to me. They’re family,
the next question is, what frater- ing to be an editor of some kind, through and through.
nity do we belong
So those are
to? The next three
my families. Not
words that came
too glamorous or
out of my mouth
special, but they’re
The
person
I
am
most
grateful
to
is
some
idiot
changed
college
families. How could
forever. I replied,
ever forget to mensorority girl who asked me to sign a petition Ition
“Salkin,
Salkin,
all of my fellow
Salkin.” She said
for her to run for the Student Association my “Geographriends”
she hadn’t heard
from the geograof it and moved on,
sophomore year.
phy
department,
but my friends and
especially professor
I continued to crack
Joe Dymond who
up as we realized
showed me how
we had given birth
great geography reto a fraternity based on nothing. it just took longer than I expect- ally is and warned me that I’d
Tri-Salk was no attempt to use ed. I was passed over a few times have to get used to explaining
lines from “Old School” about a and yet it never deterred me. I that I didn’t study state capitals.
fake fraternity, nor were we like wanted to be a part of this fam- Hell, even Joe and the folks at
a group of friends like everyone ily so badly and I had to find my GW Deli are family to me. You
knew in high school that called own way in. That is why getting just need to look around and find
themselves something (omg, the the opportunity to start my own these people. They’re there. You
slutty six!).
section from scratch this year just need to make them yours.
Instead, we had created a was one of the greatest opportuAnd to my family family. You
name for ourselves that didn’t nities of my life. At the start of know, the family that was here
take itself too seriously or re- the year, I knew next to nothing before I got to GW and will be
ally mean anything other than about editing audio and video. I here after long after. Things are
what it was, a joke. I have been might know a little more today. different now, no doubt. It’s okay.
blessed with an unrivaled group I know I’m leaving my baby of You were the ones who taught me
of friends in college. These are a section in the hands of two ca- how to be there for someone and
the kind of guys that on a Thurs- pable parents.
to love. What can I say? Because
day night with nothing to do,
Still, The Hatchet has been of you Mom, Dad and Gabe, I’m
will drive to West Virginia to go so much more than articles and a family man.
to a third rate casino. For my 19th videos. I met the girl who was the
–30–
birthday, they baked me a cake best secret I’ve ever kept and is
that said, “Fuck You Sam.” The now one of the best friends I’ve
Sam Salkin was The Hatchet's
“k” was backwards. We set up ever had. I’ve had the pleasure
multimedia editor and has written
a listserv through GW that only to deal with Jake Sherman, who
for several of the paper's sections.
had one rule: If you’re going to is constantly and simultaneously
He started writing for The Hatchet
say something, you have to say both the biggest asshole and sinin Sept. 2004.

Four good years behind the lens
ard company that has snowballed
into a success. Here, I needed
something to hang my hat on to
say I’m too busy to do my work. If
you asked me four years ago that
a few photographs could do that,
my response: no way. Four years
later, my parents, roommates and
fellow colleagues at the paper can
tell you, it did a damned good job
at eating up my time.
Here’s the story:
August 28, 2004: before the
first day of classes, I started on a
journey without really knowing it.
I didn’t really know how to take a
photo, but I somehow convinced
the sitting photo editor at this paper I knew how to.
Getting written up by the
Metropolitan Police Department,
Pentagon Police, Secret Service
and the University Police Department (twice). Billy Crystal turning
the tables and taking my camera
and snapping photo. Mo Rocca
cracking a joke about me on my
first assignment. Witnessing Candice Parker in the NCAA tourney
become the first women’s college
basketball player to dunk. Having an unnamed blog make fun
of my inability to use spell-check.
Traveling to Texas, California,
North Carolina for the Big Dance
– pretending to be on a basketball
team. All of these memories have
been my headlines to a four-year
career behind the lens. Hundreds
of press passes later and having
filed assignments from more than
12 states and two countries, my
little plastic badge has given me
Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor
the opportunity to be the eyes of
Ben Solomon was most recently The Hatchet's senior photo edi20,000 people in Foggy Bottom.
It’s funny. You can imagine tor. He began taking photos for The Hatchet his freshman year.
me tearing up, turning to my wall
of photos and pondering on my thing for so long and then turn thanks. To all of you that have
illustrious career on more than around and leave it.
seen me on my best and worst
1,000 photo assignments, but I am
This is the hard part – no one days – I’m never really angry, it’s
at a loss for words. It’s an incred- ever reads thank you’s unless you, a front. It’s a passion for the paper.
ible feeling to be a part of some- yes you, are the one to receive the To the biggest name in the future

of journalism: Jake, this is when
I’m speechless for real. It’s been a
ride. Bumpy? Not really, because
I’ve genuinely thought of you as
a close confidant and I look forward to many years ahead. From
being on the road with you (even
though you were in first class the
whole way), to arguing for a front
page photo, these will be times
that I think neither of us will forget. To Joanna – whose kindness

Hundreds of press
passes later and
having filed
assignments from
more than 12 states
and two countries, my
little plastic badge has
given me the opportunity to be the eyes
of 20,000 people in
Foggy Bottom.
never went unnoticed. The thousands of miles we have traveled
were one big trip that, while we
made every flight (barely), was
truly an experience that I think
prepped us for the “real” world (if
such a thing exists). To my playby-play boys – even though we
never got to take off from Rickenbacher, it has been too much fun
on the road. To Ceasar – I’m not
quite sure who is going to win
our bet. Your never-ending passion for whatever project you take
on (or create for yourself) seems
to always put you in a position
of success. So as to who’s taking

who out to a five-star meal 10
years from now, it’s going to be a
close call. To Nick – my criticisms
of photos after I left the desk were
out of never-ending love and support for the department you run
and the jealousy I had in seeing
your great work. When we’re 50,
we’ll talk about how you used to
shoot in film. Ryder and Alex –
wow. If this was a baseball game,
you both have truly stepped up to
the plate. I am taking zero credit
for what each of you are today,
but don’t break the law and you’ll
make me proud. To everyone else
on staff, thank you, thank you,
thank you, for putting up with
me. A photo is a photo, nothing
more, I know.
To the roommates of 504,
905, 701 and 203: the sound of
the scanner at night never got me
anywhere – I never got to cover
Thurston or any other building
burning down. Four years hasn’t
been enough time to enjoy life
with you all.
To all the family friends from
Jersey and New York, aunts and
uncles from Boston and the Island – you too have been more
supportive than I could ever have
dreamed.
To my Molly, David, mommy
and daddy – I can’t tell you how
indebted I am to have each of you
support me through this crazy
journey. I’m not going to let you
down.
And with that, the buzzer
has sounded, the clock is up, my
word count is telling me it’s time
to go. It has been a pleasure and
honor – but you’re not done hearing from me…
–30–
Ben Solomon was The Hatchet’s
senior photo editor, photo editor and
senior staff photographer. He started
at The Hatchet in Aug. 2004.

Prof. advises govt. leaders in Iraq
Educator has
visited Rwanda,
Kenya as well
by Lucy McCalmont
Hatchet Reporter
When GW professor Steven
Livingston visited Iraq two months
ago, he became the first American
professor to visit the nation under
the auspices of the U.S. Embassy in
Iraq’s American visitor program.
In the next several weeks, he
plans to return to the war-torn
country.
Livingston, a professor of media and public affairs and international affairs at GW since 1991,
went to Iraq to educate journalists
and both American and Iraqi officials on the importance of relations
between the press and the govern-

ment.
“What I’m doing informs what
I’m teaching,” Livingston said. “I’m
writing about these ideas, teaching
them in classes and implementing
them in the real world when I go to
places like Iraq.”
Livingston received this exclusive invitation based on his past
involvement with similar overseas
activities and his reputation at the
State Department. He has previously worked with the governments of Rwanda, Kenya and most
recently Lesotho, which he visited
this past December.
Livingston said the visitor program is a “particular mechanism
available for the State Department
to sponsor Americans.” The program usually sponsors visits to areas of peace, but he said the State
Department permitted his trip due
to a six-month cease fire in Iraq.
From Feb. 28 to March 2, Livingston met with Iraqi government
officials, journalists and U.S. Em-

bassy officials to discuss strategic
communication tactics.
“The government of Iraq has
a pressing need to be more open
and transparent with the people of
Iraq,” Livingston said.
The workshops aimed to teach
Iraqi government officials and
press. “How a government can offer information to journalists and
how a journalist can then utilize
that information to help inform the
citizens,” he said.
This relationship is often taken
for granted in the U.S., he said.
“In the places I’ve been, such
as Iraq and Lesotho, these systems are sometimes missing or not
fully developed," Livingston said.
Changing the current institutions
will empower citizens with knowledge, he said.
“Wouldn’t it be great for good
investigative journalism to tell
the Iraqi people about the human
rights abuses various Iraqi forces
have been involved with?” Liv-

ingston said.
Having spent time in the military in the past, Livingston said
safety was not a primary concern
while visiting the Middle Eastern
war zone. But he added that real
danger does await journalists who
cover Iraq.
“Iraq is the most dangerous
place in the world right now for
journalists,” Livingston asked.
“My heart went out to them.”
Livingston said if the security
situation in Iraq holds, he will be
able to return to Iraq with a team
of academic professionals in about
a month to “continue the work begun in February.”
Despite the progress made,
Livingston said the Iraqi government and press are still struggling.
“Change will happen, but in
the larger picture, I’m not terribly
optimistic,” Livingston said. “Over
the long haul, what I want for the
Iraqi people is accountability of
their government.” 

courtesy Steven Livingston

SMPA professor Steven Livingston traveled to Iraq last month
through the U.S. Embassy in Iraq's American visitor program.

