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UPD
probes
alleged
drugging
by Alexa Millinger
Metro News Editor

Fall Fest fails to draw crowds
Festival moved to Smith Center due
to Tropical Storm Hanna
by Matthew Rist | Hatchet Reporter

photos by Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor
Above: Rapper Wale performs at Fall Fest Saturday afternoon with his seven-piece band. Top: Students gather to see
Wale perform. The headliner drew the largest crowd of the
afternoon.

Poor weather and a lack of big-name
headliners contributed to a sparsely attended Fall Fest Saturday afternoon in the
Smith Center.
Program Board moved the annual event
indoors from University Yard last week
due to Tropical Storm Hanna. In addition
to food and games, the festival featured
performances from student organizations,
The Canon Logic, Virginia Coalition and
Wale.

“The weather is always an obstacle
and weather always affects an event,”
said Program Board Chair Tiffany Meehan, a senior.
Meehan estimated that about a 1,000
people attended the event throughout the
whole afternoon, though many arrived
within the first several hours.
“I’m honestly here for the free food and
See FALL FEST, p. 5

The University Police Department is investigating an alleged
drugging at a Tau Kappa Epsilon
party Thursday.
The department sent an email about the incident to the GW
community Friday night when
one female attendee reported
becoming sick and experiencing
memory loss after swallowing a
pill in her drink. Other female attendees also told UPD that they
became sick from punch served
at the party.
UPD Chief Dolores Stafford
said she did not know whether
the alleged victim served the
punch herself or if it was given
to her.
TKE President Benton Brown
said in a statement that he was
“shocked to hear of the allegation,” adding that the crime alert
e-mail was the first he heard of
the incident and he does not personally know the alleged victims’
identities.
Tracy Schario, a University
spokeswoman, would not confirm if the complainant is a GW
student and could not provide
any further information on the
case since the individual requested anonymity.
Brown said TKE started an internal investigation after receiving the e-mail. Though he could
See DRUGS, p. 5

Students travel to RNC
by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Reporter
Devoted GW College Republicans had a presence at last
week’s Republican National
Convention, rallying for the
GOP and its presidential nominee Sen. John McCain of Arizona.
In the wake of Hurricane
Gustav, students in St. Paul
gathered with fellow Republicans to phone bank, fundraise
for relief operations, make care
packages for the Gulf Coast
region and formally nominate
McCain for the party’s ticket.
“We made signs and went
to reception after reception after
reception,” said senior Brand
Kroeger, chairman of the GW

College Republicans and the
D.C. federation of College Republicans. “We were at the convention every night and had an
absolute blast getting our nominee officially nominated.”
The convention served as
a kickoff for Kroeger, who will
spend the next two months
campaigning with 40 to 50 GW
students in Virginia and Pennsylvania. He said they intend
to knock on every door and call
every house in the two battleground states to make sure
McCain is elected the next U.S.
president.
But it was Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin’s acceptance speech on
Wednesday night that proved
most inspirational for Kroeger
and alumnus Chris Brooks.

“There was so much excitement and buzz around her. She
knocked it out of the park. The
convention hall went crazy,”
said Brooks, former chairman
of the GW CRs. “Conventions
are always a piece of history,
but this was especially historic
as she accepted the nomination
as the first female on a GOP
ticket.”
Brooks graduated from GW
on May 18 and arrived in St.
Paul the next day to begin work
for the RNC.
He worked a minimum of
12 hours a day managing online
communication for the RNC including social networking outreach and live video streaming
See RNC, p. 8
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Students wait in line to speak with financial aid representatives at Colonial Central in the Marvin
Center Friday afternoon. The financial aid office has fallen behind processing student loans.

Storm disrupts campus Aid delays plague students
by Nathan Grossman
Campus News Editor
Tropical Storm Hanna hit
the District Saturday morning, leaving some residents
of the Mount Vernon Campus
without power for several
hours.
At about 4:50 p.m., the
storm blew a tree over on Foxhall Road, which cut utility
lines and caused power outages in Ames Dining Room,
the athletic complex and the
Lloyd Gymnasium, said Juan
Ibanez, executive director of
Facilities. Eckles Memorial
Library, Cole Hall and Somers Hall also experienced
power outages but were able
to receive some lighting and
GWorld access from an emergency power generator.
Ibanez said an emergency

team began preparing for the
storm earlier in the week,
which helped minimize its
impact on the Mount Vernon
and Foggy Bottom campuses,
the latter of which only experienced minor water leaks.
“Worth noting are the superb efforts by John Petrie
engaging D.C. emergency officials to bring about a rapid
response by city officials and
Dean of Students Linda Donnels’ student housing team
… overseeing the students at
the affected residence halls,”
Ibanez wrote in an email.
The Pepco electric company removed the tree and
returned power to the Mount
Vernon Campus at 10:30 p.m.,
Ibanez said.
Several students on the
Mount Vernon Campus noted
the lack of hot water, even af-

ter power had been restored.
“Everyone took a cold
shower this morning,” freshman Marybeth Benton said.
Hurricane Hanna made
landfall early Saturday morning in the Carolinas before
moving north along the East
Coast. Northern Virginia was
especially hard-hit, forcing
one Fairfax County neighborhood to evacuate, according to
The Washington Post. Reagan
National Airport received 3.9
inches of rain and recorded
wind speeds of 33 miles per
hour, six below the minimum
for a tropical storm.
The storm was blamed for
four deaths, three in the Richmond, Va., area and one in
Prince George's County, Md.,
where a driver lost control
of his car and crashed into a
highway median. 

Financial aid
office moves to
Virginia
by Lauren Hoenmeyer
Hatchet Reporter
Freshman Amber Hunnicutt
was supposed to receive financial aid from the University to
help her afford the nation’s highest tuition, but instead she owes
GW $20,000 while her paperwork remains unprocessed.
“I still don’t have the aid I
was promised.” Hunnicutt said.
“I called the financial aid office
every single day and spent at
least 45 minutes on hold each
time. The office was always re-

ally nice, but I shouldn’t have to
wait this long to get my aid.”
Many students who applied
for financial aid this fall faced
difficulties and delays due to
the relocation of the Office of
Student Financial Services during their busiest time, administrators said. Although the office
maintains a presence in the Marvin Center, many of its employees and back offices moved to a
new site at the Virginia Campus
in Loudoun, Va.
Dan Small, the executive
director of financial assistance,
said the financial aid office had
to move before the beginning of
the school year to avoid conflicting with other offices looking for
new space.
“We were challenged in trying to figure out how to shift the
processing unit to the Loudoun

Campus and still review and certify aid applications, loan paperwork, respond to inquiries and
make sure all the staff had the
same access as before in order to
complete their job assignments,”
Small said.
Freshman Nate Whittle had
a similar experience as Hunnicutt when he applied for financial aid.
“The financial aid application process has been frustrating,” he said. “The office hasn’t
been very clear with my loans
and my statement. Even though
they talked to me through e-mail
I always got vague responses.
They didn’t lead me in the right
direction.”
Whittle lives in Thurston
Hall, but since his statement
is outdated, he is still being
See AID, p. 5
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
MONDAY
HIGH 87 | LOW 73
AUDITIONS FOR THE ROCKY
HORROR PICTURE SHOW
Be a part of the cast of this
famous musical, which has
been performed at GW for
more than 10 years.
9 p.m.
Lisner Downstage

TUESDAY
HIGH 85 | LOW 64
GWU TOASTMASTERS
Improve your public speaking skills with GWU Toastmasters.
7:30 p.m.
Marvin Center Room 405
GREEN GW GENERAL MEETING
Care about the environment? Come to the year's
first general meeting. $15
for a membership and a
T-shirt.
8 p.m.
Marvin Center Room 101
COLLEGE REPUBLICANS KICKOFF
Join the College Republicans in starting the year
with free food and drinks
and speakers including
Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.).
5 p.m.
MC Continental Ballroom

Schoolwide
competition will
not launch this fall
The University scrapped
the launch of a schoolwide
competition it had planned to
implement this fall.
Olympathon, a communitybuilding initiative between underclassmen and upperclassmen, will not start this year
because the University has
“not finalized an exact action
plan yet,” said Peter Konwerski, assistant vice president for
Student and Academic Support
Services.
Instead, the University will
continue existing programs to
promote campus events and
work to develop long-term
projects that encourage students to attend University programming.
“There is a similar, campuswide effort to prioritize programs like Olympathon among
others in the next five years, to
best build campus community
using the strength of existing
programs which already take
place for students, staff, faculty
and alumni,” Konwerski wrote
in an e-mail.
Konwerski and other SASS
administrators said they will
continue to address community-building issues on campus
once they secure additional
structure, support and funding sources. He said acquiring these resources could take
three to five years.
–Sarah Scire

WEDNESDAY
HIGH 73 | LOW 60
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Come get your blood pressure screened by Health and
Outreach Peer Educators.
11:30 a.m.
Marvin Center First Floor
Lobby
WACKY WEDNESDAYS
Get “wacky” with the Multicultural Greek Council!
9 p.m.
Mount Vernon Pub

Correction
Due to an editing error,
The Hatchet misquoted
undergraduate coordinator
Susan Wiley in the Quotable on Sept. 4's Opinions
page. Wiley said, "The disgruntled students are the
ones not on top of things,"
not "The disgruntled students are the ones who are
not on top of things."
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Middle States
approves GW for
reaccreditation

Double Trouble

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Senior twins Jeff and Aaron Shwom watch the Kansas City vs. New England football
game Sunday afternoon in WOW Café and Wingery.

University holds contest to redesign recycling trucks
Student artists have a new can
canvas where they can express their
creativity this month: GW’s recycling trucks.
The University is holding a
contest to find a new design for
recycling trucks on campus, seeking images that show the school's
pledges to environmental initiatives.
“President (Steven) Knapp’s
commitment to sustainability has
set the framework for thinking creatively about how to raise awareness of GW’s existing recycling
efforts,” said Casey Pierzchala, a
sustainability project assistant.
The contest, which ends Oct.
18, is intended to encourage stu-

dents to think about recycling
recycling,
Pierzchala said. She said the idea
of a recycling truck design contest
will likely help students become
conscious of promoting a greener
campus and helping the community.
“GW community members
will further be encouraged to recycle as they see our new recycling
truck, complete with the winning
design, driving around campus
picking up recyclables,” Pierzchala
said.
Freshman Ben Hartman said
he already recycles but that the contest might inspire other students to
begin thinking green.
“I have noticed GW’s effort

to encourage students to recycle
recycle,””
Hartman said, adding that it
should encourage a good number
of his peers in Thurston Hall to recycle.
Sophomore Adrienne Lerner
does not recycle and said most
people she knows do not recycle
either.
“I think GW could do a better
job of making where and when
to leave recyclables more clear in
the dorms,” she said. “The only
place on campus I really recycle is
in the library, where they have the
marked bins.”
The University will select the
winning design in November.
–Georgia Bobley

Got a news tip? Call us at 202.994.7550
or e-mail us at news@gwhatchet.com

The Middle States Commission
on Higher Education approved all
of the University's schools for reaccreditation this summer, administrative officials said.
The nonprofit accrediting organization, which first certified GW
in 1922, performs an examination
of the school every 10 years to assess whether its programs are up to
national standards. The University
must meet all of the 14 standards
the organization requires, such as
student admission and retention,
institutional resources and student
support services.
“We met all of the Middle
States' 14 standards,” said Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs Donald Lehman.
Lehman said that accreditation
is a multi-step process in which the
University picks a Middle Statesapproved topic for self-study a
year before the commissioners are
scheduled or could schedule to tour
the University. GW’s self-study focused on the progress made in the
Board of Trustee’s plan for academic
excellence, said Forrest Maltzman,
chair of the steering committee that
oversaw the accreditation process.
After the University picks a
topic, it forms faculty and steering
committees “that focus on the goals
in the strategic plan for academic
excellence,” Lehman said. When the
self-study is completed, the visiting
commissioners refer to it when they
visit the University. Middle States
commissioners visited in March
about seven months after GW finished the self-study.
“I think the process forces us to
reflect upon what we are doing and
think of what we could be doing
better,” Maltzman said.
He added, “Many universities
are running into problems with accreditation, such as probation and
warnings.”
Middle States does not reaccredit some schools, but Lehman
said “things have to be in really bad
shape" for that to happen.
The organization is responsible
for accrediting 520 colleges and universities nationwide.
–Danielle Meister

The GW Hatchet
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Gas prices drive
growth in 'slugging'
prices began to spike sometime in April.
“There are much less drivers so we have to wait much
longer,” said Hanifa Mojda,
another slugger. “In fact, a lot
of the drivers are now riders.
The wait time has definitely doubled, if not tripled at
times.”
Even with the increasing
waits, many passengers are
still not deterred from using
the slug system.
“The gas prices have really
increased the (slug line’s) popularity,” said rider John McAndrews. “It’s harder now than it
was before, but it’s still not bad
considering it’s free.”
Another rider said once or
twice a month a group of anxious sluggers gets together to
split a cab or occasionally resorts to public transportation.
Riders said that another
advantage of the system is
meeting unique people and
spending quality time together
on the highway.
Mojda recounts the stories
of one woman she met on the
road who was in the middle of
an affair.
“It was so hilarious, the
things she was doing and the
things she was getting away
with,” Mojda said.
Getting in the car with a
complete stranger is not without risk, however. Lee said that
she read in The Washington
Post about a driver who fell
asleep behind the wheel with
passengers because he was
sick and on medication.
Lee said, “As my joke used
to be when I get into cars, I’d
ask if they’re on any medication – just as a joke.” 

by Justine Karp
Hatchet Staff Writer
Because high gas prices
have made it too expensive
for him to take his own car to
work every day, Ed Repa now
waits at the corner of 19th and
F streets for a complete stranger to drive him home.
Repa is one of the many
commuters using the carpooling method known as the “slug
line” as an alternative, cheaper
means of transportation.
He and others wait outside
of Mitchell Hall during rush
hour, looking for commuters
willing to share their cars for
a ride out of the city. The slug
line, sometimes called “casual
carpooling,” is a citizen-created system unique to the D.C.
metro area. The system has an
unofficial code of conduct and
rules that can be found on their
Web site, along with user ratings of the different slug stops
around the city.
Riders said the alternative
carpooling method has grown
more popular recently, as gas
prices continue to rise.
Repa said he has slugged for
seven years and has cut down
his driving distance from 50
miles to 20 miles round-trip.
“It saves on my car and it
saves money,” Repa said. “I can
sit in the back and relax and
not worry about traffic, which
is aggravating enough.”
After 30 years, Joanne Lee is
still a faithful slug rider, standing between E and F streets every few days after work waiting to hitch a free ride with a
complete stranger.
Lee said she has noticed the
lines getting longer since gas
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editorial

Sound
Off!

squeezed resources for educating students in order to finance
various building projects.
Some of the effects have
522
been felt by all students –
500
closed-out class sections and
447
limited contact with regular
faculty. Others impinge on
400
specific subgroups, including
369
actual and prospective elite
students. To “balance the budget” for academic year 2007300
2008, merit aid offers to elite
applicants were slashed by an
average of $5,000 each.
200
Conversations with the Office of Admissions suggest that
this particular economy has
110
been eased for the current en100
74
tering class, and certainly the
53
early reports on the class entering this fall are hopeful.
0
The committee’s objective
Admissions Rating 1
Admissions Rating 2
was not to demonstrate that a
ADMISSIONS RATING (ONE IS HIGHEST)
particular financial-aid strategy
is unwise, although we uncovered no evidence that recent
Year 2005
Year 2006
Year2007
cuts were cleverly planned. Instead, we urged more careful
Source: GW Admissions Office
graphic by Alex Abnos
thought about the ideal mix of
students and how to achieve it.
which alas told a similar story. For purposes
Should the University devote more resources
including admissions and aid, the Office of Admissions separates applicants into five Admis- to attracting above-average students? There are
sion Rating categories (with “one” the highest), plausible arguments for such a policy – classrooms
based on references, SAT scores and especially may be more intellectually alive and demanding,
high-school grades. The distribution of fresh- and such students are more likely to win Rhodes
man enrollments in the top two categories (AR1 scholarships or other reputation-building awards.
and AR2) from fall 2005 to fall 2007 appear in the Still, a Faculty Senate committee does not have
the resources to answer the question we raise. We
chart above.
The total number of elite AR1s and AR2s, 632 hope that the report, available at the Faculty Senin the class that entered in fall 2005, fell by more ate Web site, will continue to stimulate serious debate about this issue.
than 200 students by fall 2007.
Our findings surprised some people, includ–The writer is a professor of economics and the
ing a few who cannot believe the numbers are
2007-2008 chair of the Faculty Senate Educational
correct, but they seem plausible to me and to
Policy Committee.
others. In the last decade, the administration has

600

Elite Freshmen Admissions Ratings

NUMBER OF FRESHMEN

L

ast spring, The Hatchet caused a stir with the
front-page headline, “Intelligent students decrease,” (April 17, p. 1). The story was based
upon a Faculty Senate report titled “The Decline
of Elite Freshman Enrollments at GW,” undertaken by the Educational Policy Committee that I
chaired. The Hatchet headline, though not the article itself, suggested that the GW undergraduate
student body had grown short on, well, intelligent
students. The report itself explored a serious but
much less dramatic concern – the University has
been losing students at the upper end of the talent distribution, the above-average GW students
whom we labeled “elite.”
All schools compete ferociously for elite students – elite being defined relative to the school’s
average student. Several years ago, a number of
Ivy League schools
were discovered
colluding on fiaid offers
DONALD PARSONS nancial
in order to limit
potential
financial competition
for students. Schools lower in the academic food
chain shamelessly offer financial inducements
such as merit aid to attract students who might
otherwise choose “better” schools. This process
ripples throughout the academic world, with
students receiving merit aid offers from schools
whose average student’s talent is less than their
own.
Our interest in this policy question arose when
a report in the Chronicle of Higher Education revealed that GW was not among the 98 schools
with 20 or more entering National Merit Scholars
in the fall of 2007. Professor of economics Anthony
Yezer secured the complete data from the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation and tabulated that
we were tied for No. 127. This was a humbling
number for those of us with high aspirations for
GW.
One can discount the National Merit designation, which relies heavily on success on the
Preliminary SATs, so we obtained broader data
from GW's Office of Undergraduate Admissions,

Defending the drinking age
Lower age is not the answer to binge drinking problem

D

ebates over drinking in the Unit- 18. They found that fatalities increased
ed States are nothing new. There by 10 percent in those countries. Anwas Prohibition in the begin- other study, funded by the Substance
ning of the last century, which proved Abuse Policy Research Program, found
extremely counterproductive. Twenty- that there had been an 11 percent drop
nine states lowered their
in youth traffic deaths
drinking age during the
that resulted from alcohol use. This study
Vietnam era, but then in
FRANK BROOMELL eliminated other factors,
1984, Washington made
such as improvements
state highway funding
conditional on raising
in roads and cars, to isothe drinking age to 21.
late the effect of a higher
The debate has now started up drinking age on driving fatalities.
again with 129 college and university
Although binge drinking is a danpresidents signing the Amethyst Initia- gerous problem, it is more important
tive. The initiative’s Web site states that to ensure that drunk drivers do not
“Twenty-one is not working,” and that go out and kill others on the road. The
“It’s time to rethink the drinking age.” year before Congress passed the NaAn open debate is always a good thing, tional Minimum Drinking Age Act,
but University President Steven Knapp 16-to-24 year olds accounted for 42
is fully justified in his decision to not percent of all fatal alcohol-related trafsign the petition. The drinking age fic accidents. Too many innocent people still die in car accidents with drunk
should remain at 21.
Most important is the safety issue. drivers. Allowing the most dangerous
The Centers for Disease Control exam- age group access to alcohol is only askined 50 peer-reviewed studies of coun- ing for trouble.
tries that lowered their drinking age to
Instead, what needs to happen is

an expansion of amnesty programs
like GW’s that ensure those who need
medical attention can get it without
their friends worrying about getting
into trouble.
One argument states that other
Western countries have lower drinking
ages and do not binge drink to the same
degree as Americans. Yet Australia
and England are two examples of nations known for their energetic drinking culture. For instance, in Munich,
Germany, the Australian government
found that it had to open a temporary
consulate during Oktoberfest because
too many Australians were getting
drunk and losing their passports and
wallets. Drug and Alcohol Services in
South Australia reported in April that
two young people die each week from
binge drinking there. Simply removing
some of the stigma surrounding alcohol is not a quick fix to curbing binge
drinking.
A lower legal age for the consumption of alcohol is only going to make
the substance more accessible to those

in high school. Putting the ability to
purchase alcohol in the hands of high
school seniors who can provide it to
underclassman friends will just make it
easier for those teenagers to drink.
Now some may argue that I’m only
saying this because I am now 21 and
can drink legally. That may factor in to
my thinking, but turning 21 has allowed
me to take a more objective look at the
situation, instead of simply complaining about how I could not drink legally.
Sure, I wish I could have been visiting
Adams Morgan, Georgetown and all
the wonderful bars in D.C. when I was
18, but the law saves lives.
A lower drinking age isn’t the solution to the problem of binge drinking.
Rather, better education on its risks for
students entering college and extending
amnesty from university punishment to
those that seek medical attention are the
best possible ways to combat the hazards of binge drinking.
–The writer, a senior majoring in international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

University sexual harassment policy flawed
University definition of
sexual harassment:

• What are your thoughts on
Saturday's Fall Fest?

Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature when:

•

Submission to such conduct is explicitly or implicitly made a term or condition of academic participation or activity, educational advancement or employment;

•

Such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual's academic or work performance or limiting participation in University programs; or

•

The intent or effect of such conduct is to create an
intimidating, hostile or offensive academic or
work environment. Sexual harassment may occur without regard to either party's gender.

Send us your thoughts!

letters@
gwhatchet.com

Fest, held in the Smith Ce

University losing out on upper-tier enrollment

• What do you think of
FEMA's response to this
year's hurricane season?

• How have your professors
been addressing textbook
costs this semester?

“I’m honestly here for the free food and T-shirt,"

–Senior Emily McNabb, explaining why she attended Fall

'Elite' students at GW

Exercising caution
on campus
Campus. City. Classroom. We are all
familiar with this touted admissions slogan, and as students we often use it to
describe why we picked GW. We get the
best of three worlds, with experiences
most schools in rural areas cannot offer.
Still, this overlap brings personal safety
responsibilities that we often overlook.
On Friday, the University sent out
a schoolwide crime alert e-mail regarding an incident where students were
drinking on campus and may have been
drugged. Another incident may have involved sexual assault. Last week, a student was assaulted and robbed on the
corner of 20th and F streets.
If you didn’t even open the e-mail,
or you read it and moved on, you are
probably not
alone.
As college stuGW does
dents, we get it. a remarkable
job marketing
When the weekend our campus
one of the
hits, the last thing as
safe havens
an otheryou want to worry in
wise dangerabout is keeping ous city, but
this can lead
your guard up. The students to
on
reality is, though, arrive
campus with
low on
that we should. safety
their priority
list. Coupled
with an “it
can’t happen to me” attitude, students
can have a false sense of security.
The University therefore uses the infomail system to warn us of possible safety issues. But when two of the infomails
sent out within days of the crime alerts
advertised tryouts for the GW women’s
tennis team and an event involving
a Swiss solar taxi, it is easy to see why
many students ignore or disregard these
e-mails. Since it doesn’t look like the University will be reforming their excessive
infomail use any time soon, we should
at least pay attention to the notices with
“crime alert” in the subject line.
As college students, we get it. When
the weekend hits, the last thing you
want to worry about is keeping your
guard up. The reality is, though, that we
should. Watching your drink, locking
your door, staying in groups – all of this
can stop a good night out from going
bad. The University promotes the use
of 4-RIDE escort service and has a bluelight emergency response system installed throughout the campus. Students
should take advantage of these services,
especially in light of recent crimes.
None of this guarantees your safety,
and even the most cautious among us
can fall victim to crime – but a little caution can go a long way.

QUOTABLE

Source: University Policy Web site

G

W’s sexual harassment that divests ‘harassing’ speech
policy is very similar to as defined by federal anti-disone just found unconsti- crimination statutes, of First
tutional in a very recent deci- Amendment protection ... some
sion by the U.S. Court of Ap- speech that creates a ‘hostile or
peals for the 3rd Circuit. The offensive environment’ may be
court
struck
protected speech
down a very
under the First
similar policy
Amendment.”
at Temple UniThe decision
JOHN BANZHAF
versity
even
is remarkable on
before it was
several grounds.
applied in a
First, the court
specific situation. This follows enjoined any use of the chalseveral similar court decisions lenged policy even though the
which suggest that rules limit- university had toned it down
ing sexually harassing speech in hopes of avoiding a trial.
in workplaces cannot be ap- The court took this extraorplied to student speech in pub- dinary action because it said
lic universities.
there was no guarantee that
Both university's policies Temple would not return to its
were modeled after those of the unlawful ways.
Second, the court permitted
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, but the court a court challenge by a single
says that doesn’t make them student who merely claimed
constitutional. Indeed, it notes that the policy’s very existence
that “there is no ‘harassment chilled his freedom of speech
exception’ to the First Amend- and expression, even though
ment’s Free Speech Clause. We there was no real evidence to
have found no categorical rule support this, and the universi-

ty had taken no action toward
him. More specifically, he simply contended that, because of
the policy, “he felt inhibited in
expressing his opinions in class
concerning women in combat
and women in the military.”
the
complaint
Third,
sought damages against Temple, its president and two
faculty members. Although
the court ordered only nominal damages because nothing
concrete had happened to the
student plaintiff, the ruling
suggests students who are
actually threatened by sexual
harassment charges might be
awarded substantial damages
and brought before hearing
bodies and that all those who
participate could be potential
defendants.
Perhaps it’s time for the
Faculty Senate to reconsider
GW’s sexual harassment policy.
–The writer is a professor of public interest law at the Law School.
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GW professor Lauren Sallinger gives a talk for the Journey Lecture Series last week. See the Web extra at GWHatchet.com.

FALL FEST
from p. 1
T-shirt,” senior Emily McNabb
said.
Fall Fest received widespread attention last week when
the University cancelled scheduled headliner Girl Talk and rock
band Rooney dropped out. PB
later announced that Virginia
Coalition and The Canon Logic
would co-headline, followed
by an e-mail Friday saying that
D.C.-based rapper Wale was a
“surprise headliner.” Shirts given out at the event highlighted
Virginia Coalition.
The Canon Logic took the
stage around 5:30 p.m. and
played to an audience of about
65 students. Virginia Coalition
immediately followed with a
smaller but enthusiastic crowd.
“I’d never heard of this group
before but, interestingly enough,
I thoroughly enjoyed their performance,” sophomore Meagan
Allen said.
Wale and his seven-piece
band followed Virginia Coalition, playing hip-hop music for
about an hour.
Some students expressed

DRUGS
from p. 1
not yet comment on the validity
of the allegations, he said this is
“not something that happens in
TKE.”
The fraternity has suspended
any social activities that would
include alcohol until the investigation concludes.
“The health and safety of our
fellow students as well as our
reputation among the GW community are both far more important to us than any social event
on our agenda,” Brown said in
the statement.
Two female students who

AID
from p. 1
charged to live in the moreexpensive Potomac House. He
says he is “pretty sure” that he
will get the loans and financial
aid that GW promised, but the
office has still not confirmed
that he is receiving aid.
Not everyone who applied
for financial aid this fall ran
into problems. Jordan Black, a
freshman, said GW’s financial
aid offer was a deciding factor
in his college choice.
“GW was really profes-

concern that the event was not
well-attended because of poor
advertising.
“The promotion sucks; there
is no one here,” said senior Devon Rose.
Other students had a more
positive outlook.
“With the weather and everything, it sucks, but Program
Board pulled it off after all,” junior Nicky Sampogna said.
The student performance
groups showcased their talents
in the afternoon before the headlining bands. A capella groups
The Troubadours, The Pitches
and The Sons of Pitch performed,
while Capital Funk presented a
dance routine.
Veteran Capital Funk member
Brandon Rogers has performed
at Fall Fest since his freshman
year. The senior credits the event
as an opportunity for the group
to showcase an alternative to
mainstream GW culture.
“I think it’s an honor because
we are a relatively new club and
we represent a unique urban art
form,” Rogers said.
Meehan said she did not
think the setbacks involving artists Rooney and Girl Talk had
hurt turnout.
Meehan said, “I think Fall
Fest is bigger than the music.” 
attended the party, which they
described as very crowded, said
they drank the punch and noticed nothing out of the ordinary.
One student said it had bits of
fruit in it “which someone might
have mistaken as something
else if they didn’t know it was
there.”
The alert also mentioned
an incident earlier in the week,
when a female student reported
falling asleep in a townhouse
while intoxicated and waking up
in another room with her clothes
in “disarray.”
Schario said that all known
information was presented in the
crime alert and UPD is investigating both of the incidents. She
urged anyone with additional information to report it to UPD. 
sional when they presented me
with the financial aid information,” Black said. “They were
also timely and called me to
talk more about the offer. It was
a very positive experience.”
The office is in the process
of improving their system in
order to ensure satisfaction for
GW students.
“We hope with the new
imaging system and changes
to processing it will enhance
our operation to be more efficient,” said Small. “The end result is that we have improved
our back office capabilities so
that we can provide excellent
customer service to our students.” 

Happy International
Literacy Day!
Thanks for reading the Hatchet!
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Students leave GW to campaign Ten alumni up
Politicos work
for
re-election
for Democrats
in red states
by Emily Cahn
Senior Staff Writer
At least a dozen politically
inclined students have left Foggy Bottom for the semester to
ensure that several red states,
including Florida, Georgia and
Texas, vote Democratic in November’s election.
Junior Alexa Feldman took
the semester off from her studies in the School of Media and
Public Affairs to work in her
hometown of Austin, Texas, for
Senate candidate Rick Noriega.
“This election year is definitely unique, and it’s the best
opportunity Democrats have to
be successful in Texas, or as we
say down here, to ‘turn Texas
blue,’” Feldman said.
She said she gets class credit
for her internship on Noriega’s
campaign but will have to
take summer classes in order
to graduate on time. In spite
of this, she said she would not
trade the valuable experience
she is having.
“Missing one semester of

courtesy Mara Sirbu

Obama campaign intern Mara Sirbu (right), a junior,
stands next to Sen. Obama, D-Ill., at the Democratic
National Convention last month.
school is definitely a price I am
willing to pay,” she said.
Feldman isn’t the only one
of her friends taking the semester off to work on a political campaign. Josh Phillips, a
junior, is living in West Palm
Beach, Fla., with his grandparents to work on Illinois Senator
Barack Obama's presidential
campaign.
As a field coordinator, Phillips is a full-time staff member
logging more than 80 hours a
week for the campaign.
“When I get back to school

it’s going to feel like I have so
much time on my hands all of
a sudden,” Phillips said. “I’ll
appreciate the downtime a lot
when I get back.”
He said it wasn’t hard to
declare himself a part-time student in order to work on the
campaign. It required filling
out paperwork with SMPA and
the political science department
and notifying GW Housing of
his off-campus arrangements.
Junior Mara Sirbu is also
taking a leave of absence from
GW this semester to work as

the special projects director for
Obama’s campaign in Georgia.
Sirbu said her decision to
take the semester off was not a
difficult one.
“My friends were disappointed that I would miss a semester with them, but no one
really tried to talk me out of
it,” she said. “I was pretty determined from the primary that
this was what I was going to do,
so they’ve known for a while.”
Sirbu said her mother was
apprehensive about her decision to take time off from school,
but her mother was persuaded
after hearing the logistics of her
plans.
“She was very, very nervous
when I told her I was going to
take a semester off, but I presented her with all the information on how I was going to still
graduate on time and I would
be miserable if I wasn’t doing
this,” Sirbu said.
Though there is a chance
these students will not be on
winning campaigns, all three
said their experience will be
valuable regardless of the election results.
Sirbu said, “Although I
would be unbelievably disappointed if the people of the
United States did not elect Sen.
Obama as the next president, I
wouldn’t trade this experience
for anything in the world.” 

by Reed Cooley
Senior Staff Writer
Ten GW graduates in the 110th
U.S. Congress are vying for voters’ approval this fall in re-election
campaigns across the country.
The alumni office indicated
that the already-strong political
presence of GW graduates on the
national stage may be growing.
There are currently 14 alumni holding congressional offices.
“There’s always been sort of a
political focus (at GW) and recently
we’ve had more and more people
coming here for that,” said Matt
Lindsay, director of alumni communications. “And it’s not just in
national (congressional) offices,”
Lindsay added, noting that the executive branch has featured many
alumni in recent years, including
former Secretary of State Colin
Powell and Thad Allen, commandant of the Coast Guard during
Hurricane Katrina.
The majority of the alumni
serving in Congress attended GW
for their postgraduate studies, with
the exception of Reps. Steve Israel,
D-N.Y., Eric Cantor, R-Va., Cliff
Stearns, R-Fla. and Sen. Michael
Enzi, R-Wyo., who received their
bachelor’s degrees in Foggy Bot-

tom.
Israel, who represents New
York’s 2nd District on Long Island,
received his degree from GW in
1983. Israel said his undergraduate years in Foggy Bottom gave
him an academic understanding of
political science that he has applied
regularly throughout his career,
including his current re-election
campaign.
“I had an extraordinary academic preparation at GW, and I
took that to the streets of Long Island,” Israel said.
The congressman has handily won each 2nd District election
since 2002 by increasing margins,
winning by 40 percentage points in
2006. Israel warned, however, that
nothing is sure in politics.
“My constituents are very demanding and they expect hard
work,” he said. “The minute you
start assuming you’re a safe bet is
the minute you start losing votes.”
Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa., said
he hoped a graduate program at
GW would launch him out of the
world of politics. But his degree, a
master’s degree in health service
administration, actually paved his
way back to Washington.
In 1998, Altmire completed the
degree while working on Capitol
Hill. He returned to his home state
to work in health care but soon felt
the need to run for public office.
“I was frustrated with what
was going on in the country especially after the 2004 elections,” he
said. “The fact that I have a background in healthcare, that’s one of
the reasons that I was able to win
in 2006.”
This fall Altmire faces a tougher
race than Israel. In 2006, he won by
a narrow margin and polls indicate
that his Pittsburgh-area district is
leaning Democratic, yet he remains
confident that his experience and
education will be a big draw for
voters.
“I think that healthcare is going
to be a very big issue in this race,”
Altmire said.
Of the 14 alumni currently
serving on Capitol Hill, only Rep.
Jim Ramstad, R-Minn., said he will
retire and not return to Congress.
Enzi and Sens. Daniel Inouye,
D-Hawaii, Kent Conrad, D-N.D.,
and Harry Reid, D-Nev., all of
whom received GW degrees, are
not up for re-election this year. 
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Hillary Clinton, then first
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Teaching the dream
From students to teachers, recent GW grads span
the nation as top Teach for America recruits
by Aaron D. Graff
Hatchet Reporter

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editorr

JuDonn DeShields, a 2008 graduate and Teach for America member, helps one of his
special education students with his work at a Northwest D.C. public school.

JuDonn DeShields spent his
downtime last spring dreaming about closing the education
gap in America. Now the GW
alumnus is achieving that goal
as a special education teacher at
a charter school several blocks
from campus.
DeShields is one of 65 GW
graduates who joined Teach for
America this year. The nonprofit
organization places college graduates as teachers in underserved
school districts, accepting 65 out
of the 240 GW applications it received in 2008 – a record for the
University and about double the
national average student acceptance rate.
“Students interested in solving the nation’s greatest injustice” are Teach for America’s top
recruits, said Thomas Clark, the
organization’s recruitment director at GW.
Many factors go into the process of deciding which applicants
are best qualified to join the Teach
For America family. Grades, community involvement, clubs and
outside experiences are all weighed
into the final decisions, Clark said.
Colonial Cabinet, the Multicultural Student Services Center,
the Office of Community Service
and Alternative Spring Break are

among the student organizations
sending members to Teach For
America, Clark said.
“Since teachers will be placed
into areas that demand high levels of effort and efficiency,” he
said, “Teach for America tries to
find the most well-rounded individuals possible.”
Clark added that the University’s location could contribute to
its high acceptance rate.
“It doesn’t matter which Metro you get on or where you get
off, you’ll see a school district that
needs help,” Clark said. “Teach
For America provides students
with a hands-on opportunity to
make an impact right away after
college.”
Many corps members share
the common goal of reforming
America’s education system.
“With teaching you can create
tangible results and the only obstacle is yourself. You walk into
the classroom and make things
happen,” said Alex Horowitz, a
2008 graduate and corps member teaching special education
at Bethel High School in Vallejo,
Calif.
When asked why he chose
Teach For America over the traditional route of becoming a teacher, he said, “With TFA you can be
part of a large network. It is far
less isolating than just moving to
a city and getting a teaching job

H

Visit gwhatchet.com
for an interactive map to see where
Teach For America has taken
GW Alums.

while taking classes.”
Last year Time magazine featured 2007 graduates Daniel Balke and Shelly Jain for their work
with Teach For America. The two
teachers described the benefits of
motivating students through improvisation – from offering leadership roles to rewarding correct
answers with a slice of pizza.
But corps members said it
takes a lot of hard work to achieve
any results.
“I learned quickly over the
summer that teaching is rewarding and fulfilling and I love to do
it, but it’s far from glamorous,”
DeShields said. “You have to be
serious about the cause to be an
effective corps member. The ‘prestige’ isn’t enough to carry you.”
Former corps members also
play large roles in the D.C. education community. One in 10 principals is a corps alumnus, as well as
Michelle Rhee, the current chancellor of D.C. Public Schools.
“I think a lot can be said
about GW and D.C. helping myself and other alumni to become
socially conscious individuals,”
DeShields said. “I think that’s
why you see a lot of (Teach for
America) applications.” 

by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer

Working the
T
Colonial network
Alumni groups help students
meet, greet and get jobs.
by Amanda Panitch
Hatchet Reporter
All that rising senior and
Class Council president John
Estrada wanted to do this
summer was intern for Anderson Cooper.
But when his resume
alone didn’t get him a call
back from the silver-haired
anchor, he turned to Plan B:
his network.
When Estrada helped out
the GW Alumni Association
with their “How Do I Become
A Network TV Producer” lecture, he met the speaker Mary
Ann Zoellner, a 1991 graduate and producer for The Today Show. Estrada asked for
her business card, and she
told him to get in touch if
he needed anything. He did
just that, and a couple weeks
later, Estrada became one of
The Today Show’s summer
interns.
“I didn’t even know I was
networking,” Estrada says. “I
just needed some help … and
a lot of the people I talked to
were willing to help me out.”
These days, with the rise
in college graduates, getting
a job or an internship can be
more difficult than ever. Fortunately, as in Estrada’s case,
GW offers opportunities to
give students and alumni a
leg up through networking
programs.
Besides the “How Do I
Become A…” lecture series,
the Alumni Association sponsors programs designed to
help students network. Their
networking nights, which are
held in D.C., Philadelphia
and New York City, teach students essential networking
skills, such as how to introduce yourself and exchange
business cards. The students
then mingle with alumni and
make use of these new skills,
expanding their social network in the process.
The Alumni Association’s
most successful series, however, has been the Dinner with
Alumni program, in which a
group of six to 12 students go
to dinner with distinguished
alumni who have included a
State Department terrorism
analyst, a Foreign Service officer and an engineer from a
prestigious firm.
“That one’s 100 percent
about
networking,”
said
Andy Hill, assistant director
of Student Alumni Programs.
“Alumni want to reach out
and provide advice, and

students want to meet with
alumni, because a lot of them
can help them after graduation.”
In a similar vein are several other alumni associations
tailored to specific groups of
GW students, including Latinos, women and athletes.
One in particular, the GW
Black Alumni Association
has created a Yahoo group
in which members are free
to post job openings and networking opportunities, such
as “fellowship hours,” which
are gatherings created specifically for members to connect.
L. Trenton Marsh, the
president of GWBAA, said he
likes to partner with undergraduate associations as well
as pairing up recent graduates with members already in
the profession.
“(That way) when you
graduate, you have as seamless a transition as possible,”
he said.
Some alumni groups are
currently going through redesigns. For example, the Luther Rice Society, an exclusive
group where membership is
limited to alumni who make
annual gifts of a certain size
to the University, is branching
into groups based in particular fields.
There are many of these
groups, including a GW financial group and a GW
entrepreneurial group, and
some groups like GW’s Entertainment and Media Alliance
are up and running.
GWEMA is made up of
successful GW alumni (including the producer of The
Ring and The Grudge) in the
entertainment and media
fields who give back to the
University, both philanthropically and through their time
and resources.
“The group is still new, but
we are looking forward to expanding into more internship
opportunities and helping to
find those first jobs for recent
alumni,” said Tamara O’Neil,
an associate director for the
Division of Development and
Alumni Relations.
“It’s really important to
remember that every person you meet can be part of
your network … and don’t
be afraid to ask alumni questions or reach out to the Career Center,” O’Neil said.
John Estrada puts it a little
more simply: “Just be really
friendly.”

anzania is not a typical
vacation
destination.
Roughly double the
size of California, it is one of
the poorest countries in the
world. But for one GW student, it was the perfect place
to make a difference.
What started as a summer
of volunteering for junior Jessica Schwartz evolved into a
full-scale nonprofit organization benefiting the children
of Moivaro, a village in Tanzania.
Schwartz, the vice president of a nonprofit called
Bricks and Books: The Foundation for Learning in Tanzania, is only 20 years old,
but she has already helped
rebuild a school and establish local trade in the African
country.
The Pittsburgh native
spent the last two summers
with her mother and sister
volunteering through CrossCulture Solutions, a nonprofit
organization that places volunteers in developing countries. They worked in a government school in Arusha
and quickly learned that basic
amenities like classrooms and
concrete structures were actually luxuries in the area.
Down the road, another
mother and daughter, Mary
and Ashley Speyers, were
volunteering at the Moivaro
Schoolhouse.
“Their school compared
to ours just had nothing,”
Schwartz said. “They had
an all-dirt floor and it was a
wood structure. It was such a
shock.”
The five volunteers decided to form Bricks and Books
and raised money to build
a new school in place of the

courtesy Jessica Schwartz

Booking it for the future
GW junior builds school, founds nonprofit in Africa
Moivaro Schoolhouse. They
were inspired by a guard at
their home base. who had
told them a story of starting
a school for his children that
eventually branched into a
community school.
“It was this amazing feat
and (the guard) showed us
if you want to make a better
future for your kids you need
to start with the foundation of
education,” Schwartz said.

Over the past year the organization has raised $25,000
to build a new concrete
building with windows and
bathrooms. Working in conjunction with the guard they
befriended, the team oversaw the construction through
photographs from the United
States. A local artist volunteered to paint educationally
themed murals throughout
the school, and the New Moi-

varo Foundation School was
born.
This summer, Schwartz
discovered that there was
more work to be done.
“We found out that the
school had been built to keep
the kids off the street, to make
sure they weren’t doing bad
things, because these kids really had no future, no opportunities,” Schwartz said. “We
See JUMP,
P p. ##

Seeing war through a new lens
by Laura Treanor
Contributing Life Editor
Bobby Fraser’s view on Iraq
is different from what it was two
months ago. That’s because two
months ago he didn’t know any
Iraqis.
But this past July, Fraser got
to know 16 Iraqis on a personal
level when he traveled to Amman, Jordan, for a conference
aimed at bringing Iraqi and
American youth together to discuss progress in Iraq.
“It just brings the whole situation closer to home when you
actually have 16 friends who
are directly dealing with the
conflict,” Fraser said of a suicide bombing in one of his new
friend’s Kurdish town.
Students from Princeton University and Hong Kong’s United
World College spearheaded the
11-day Youth Initiative for Progress in Iraq conference. Fraser, a
junior, and freshman Jonathan
Lesser were two of the 16 Ameri-

cans who attended the conference.
Fraser and Lesser said their
relationships with the Iraqi students they met was the most
valuable part of the conference. The conference was organized to create friendships at
the very beginning, Lesser said.
Although the Iraqis spoke some
English, translators were often
needed.
Fraser said talking with the
Iraqis “opened my eyes up to
the situation.” He was struck to
hear, for instance, that “in Baghdad, they only have two hours of
electricity that’s provided by the
government a day.”
After getting to know each
other, the students were able to
get into the “nitty-gritty IraqU.S. relations,” Lesser said.
In a series of daily discussions, Iraqi students shared their
personal experiences and talked
about areas in which they believe their country needs trans-

formation.
“They told some of the most
unbelievable, heart-wrenching
stories,” Lesser said.
One Iraqi fled to Jordan as
a refugee after his father was
murdered for being a Christian,
he said. He is now trying to
move to the United States with
the help of one of the American students who organized the
conference.
Fraser and Lesser are also
working this semester to bring
two Iraqis to study in D.C. They
are talking to administrators at
GW and Howard to bring one
student to each school.
Fraser said the Iraqis acknowledged the significance of
having an American education
in Iraq.
Schooling at American colleges covers a much wider subject range, encouraging wellrounded students, Lesser said.
An engineering major can also
study architecture or languages.

In Iraq, an engineer only studies
engineering.
“What we were told is that
an American education is the
most respected,” Fraser said.
“And if they have an American
education they can be a leader in
their country.”
After all the discussions, the
group at the conference drafted
a 12-page declaration pinpointing top areas of concern in Iraq,
such as education, security and
human rights.
The conference leaders then
sent the declaration of intent to
international and U.S. leaders
including Sens. John McCain
(R-Ariz.) and Barack Obama (DIll.).
“We related to each other as
people as opposed to Americans
and Iraqis,” Lesser said. “We
were able to relate emotionally
and socially. While we didn’t
think it was that important while
it was going on, it was the most
essential part.” 
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from p. 7
wanted to create a foundation for
the kids.”
Yet transforming the school
into an intellectual haven was deterred by a lack of money. Tuition
wasn’t properly collected and the
schoolteacher received the equivalent of about $150 dollars over
three years from a church unaffiliated with the nonprofit.
This hindered the school’s
progress because the teacher had

near done. Current projects include building a new classroom
for another, larger school in the
area, getting the New Moivaro
Foundation School accredited
and holding afternoon English
classes for the students' mothers.
“I have trouble putting into
words the overwhelming feelings
I have felt to have the opportunity
to help these families.” Schwartz
said. “That the people of Moivaro
came from nothing, and we truly
helped them create a foundation
for their future and that doing this
kind of good for someone else, be
it domestically or internationally,
is possible for anyone.” 

See something newsworthy?
Let us know.
news@gwhatchet.com

RNC
from p.1
of the festivities, he said.
Now back at GW as a presidential administrative fellow,
Brooks said he will continue to
volunteer for the McCain campaign and work with CRs.
Junior Claire Meyer, a former
member of the CRs' fair elections
committee, attended the convention as deputy press secretary for
Vets for Freedom, a nonpartisan
veterans' organization with more
than 27,000 members.
“My favorite part of the convention was interacting with veterans and current service members who fight for our freedom
and guarantee our right to elect
government officials,” Meyer
said.
Meyer participated in both
the Democratic and Republican
conventions to educate Americans about current conditions
on the ground in Iraq and Afcourtesy Brand Kroeger
ghanistan and said she will use GW alumnus Chris Brooks (left) and senior Brand Kroeger atthe information to help educate tend the Republican National Convention last week.
students on campus.
Kroeger said he and the other in November.
lican because I believe in fighting
CRs will encapsulate the mes“It’s about a ‘country first’ for our country, fighting for our
sage of the convention and put mentality,” Kroeger said. “It’s faith and fighting for our fami“country first” until Election Day about America first. I’m a Repub- lies.” 

INDEPEDENT, IMAGINATIVE AND INVENTIVE ARTISTS WANTED FOR DESIGN AND ILLUSTRATIONS. HUMOR, WIT,

Think you can do better?
Designers wanted
d.
up to the challenge?
submit your top 3 iPod songs and nam
me
me
to nkates@gwhatchet.com

FLEXIBILITY, SOUND JUDGEMENT, AND QUICK THINKING ARE

CREATIVE FLAIR AND EAGERNESS TO PRESENT STORIES VISUALLY.

TANZANIA

neither incentive nor access to
resources, Schwartz said. To combat this, Bricks and Books created
a system where those who could
not pay tuition could pay in small
increments.
Tuition was supposed to be
about one American dollar a
month, but many of the mothers of the children attending
the school were unable to pay.
So Schwartz helped them open
stores where they could work a
certain number of hours a week
to pay the tuition, and the money
would go directly to sustaining
the school.
And the work is still nowhere
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GW MARKETPLACE
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
(202) 994-1309
Fax:

CAMPUS LIFE

JOBS

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

Volunteer math and reading tutors
needed at Beacon House, Monday,
Tuesday OR Thursday, 6-8 p.m.,
September 29 through mid-May.
Training provided, parking and
shuttle to Metro available. Contact:
volunteer@beaconhousedc.org or

Customer Relations Rep. Great
Pay, Flexible Hours! Small financial firm near Bethesda Metro.
Excellent communication skills.
$13/hour. E-mail resume bethesda-

202-529-7376.

THE BIGGEST POSTER SALE.
Biggest and Best Selection. Choose
from over 2000 different images.
FINE ART, MUSIC, MOVIES,
MODELS, HUMOR, ANIMALS,
PERSONALITIES, LANDSCAPES,
MOTIVATIONALS, PHOTOGRAPHY.
MOST IMAGES ONLY $7, $8 AND
$9.
SEE AS AT Kogan Plaza ON
Monday Sept. 8th thru Friday
Sept. 12th, 2008. THE HOURS
ARE 10A.M.-6P.M.. THIS SALE
IS SPONSORED BY The College

The GW Hatchet is seeking circulation assistants to join our street
team. Responsibilities include
delivery of the paper Monday
and Thursday morning as well as
administrative work in our office.
Conveniently located on campus,
The GW Hatchet is the 104-yearold independent newspaper of GW.
This position in the best way to
advance within the office quickly,
especially for students interested
in sales, marketing and design.
Must be available for at least 2
hours before noon on Monday &
Thursday. Work-study is required.
To apply, email Arron Elkins,
advertising manager, at aelkins@

Poster Sale Company.

gwhatchet.com.

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.
Classfied ads are available FREE
to all students and faculty online.
Non-GW clients pay a small fe for
online posting.

financialfirm@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Christmas drink
4 Little bit, as of
color
7 ___ de plume
10 T.L.C. giver
13 1945 battle site
with a flagraising
15 Like waves on a
shore
17 One offering
kudos
18 Mountain
climbers’ tools
19 Books for jotting
down
appointments
21 Lendee’s note
22 Pretentious
23 Hospital imaging
devices
31 Author Wharton
32 Not rot
33 Hip-hop
greetings
36 Cruise around
the Web

39 Award won by
Roger Clemens
seven times
41 General on
Chinese menus
42 Word before ring
or swing
44 Miniature hooter
45 Burping and
slurping in public
48 Moments, in
brief
52 ___ Lingus
53 Places for
antiwar slogans
61 Case for an
otologist
62 Say “Sure, why
not?”
64 Invites to a
movie, say
65 Ralph who wrote
“Invisible Man”
66 Florida island
67 Opposite of
SSW
68 Nutritional stat.
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69 ___ Dhabi,
Persian Gulf port
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Down
1 Biomedical
research org.
2 “Man, that
hurts!”
3 All used up
4 Dagger
5 Earhart who was
the first aviatrix
to fly solo across
the Atlantic
6 Subatomic
particle made of
three quarks
7 Young of Crosby,
Stills, Nash &
Young
8 Killer whale
9 Big name in
faucets
10 The 7-Up in a 7
and 7
11 Conspicuous
12 Like dorm
rooms, often
14 Quarterback
Namath
16 Yemen’s capital
20 The Sex Pistols’
genre
23 ¢
24 Juice drinks
25 Marshal ___,
Yugoslavian
hero
26 Ave. crossers
27 ___ change
28 The Common
Market: Abbr.
29 Playa del ___,
Calif.
30 Watch through
binoculars, say
33 Christmas
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Put down
those pencils!
Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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See even more ads online:
www.gwmarketplace.com
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STUDENT HOUSING

No. 0804
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!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

60

Advertise

63

69

Right Here

Puzzle by Oliver
O
Hill

34 Lollapalooza
35 Bilko and
Pepper: Abbr.
37 A. A. Milne baby
38 Rock’s ___
Fighters
40 Have the rights
to
43 Lacking color
46 Scanty
47 Gov.
Schwarzenegger
gg

48 Command
C
to
Fido
49 Wipe out
50 Like the taste of
some bad wine
51 Subway stops:
Abbr.
54 Supply-anddemand subj.
55 Ostracize
56 French bean?

57 “The Lion King”
daughter
58 Priest who
raised Samuel

Only $75

59 Sub ___
(secretly)
60 One looking
down on the
“little people”
63 Wildebeest

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

(202) 994-7682
ads@gwhatchet.com
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Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Alex Byers – Asst. Sports Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)

Ranked water polo team sputters out of the gate
Team loses two,
wins one at
Navy Open
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
ANNAPOLIS, Md. – GW’s
men’s water polo team entered
their first tournament of the
season with their highest ranking in more than a decade. And
with a match-up against 12th
ranked St. Francis, the team
had a chance to prove they belonged with the nation’s elite.
But as in years past, the
18th-ranked Colonials came
up short and split four games
at the 2008 Navy Open, including an 11-6 loss to St. Francis
Saturday. GW also lost 11-10
Sunday to Mercyhurst, a team
they beat by 10 in their last
meeting.
The weekend was somewhat salvaged by a 12-7 win
against Concordia and a 7-5
win against MIT Saturday and
Sunday, respectively, but the
losses stung. GW players and
coaches said their experienced

team should be past the point
of losing to middling teams,
and Sunday’s loss was a wakeup call.
“This is a weekend where
we are learning exactly where
we are,” head coach Scott Reed
said Sunday. “And if we make
the improvements that we
need to make then we have a
shot at beating anybody in our
conference.”
Players said the losses were
inconsequential to the team’s
ultimate goal of winning the
Eastern Championships, but
Reed disagreed.
“I was extremely disappointed. Even though we split
the games, we didn’t play at
the level that we’re capable
of playing,” Reed said. “With
Mercyhurst, they took the
team for granted and didn’t
respect them the way they
should have. By the time we
started playing some hard water polo, it was too late. And
if you want to be the top level
team, you can’t do things like
that…That’s hopefully what
they learned today.”
The highly anticipated
match-up between Saint Francis, the second place team in
the 2008 Eastern Championships, and the Colonials, who

took third, highlighted GW’s
weaknesses. The Colonials,
who Reed said “played fantastic for the first game of the season,” fell apart in the second
half after coming within a goal
of the Terriers.
“If they were far superior to
us they would have trampled
us from the beginning, which
wasn’t the case,” starting senior Sergei Shev said Sunday.
“For the first three quarters it
was anybody’s game, and it
was just at the end we fell.”
But there were moments
when the Colonials’ potential
shone through the cloud of
pedestrian play. They played
what Reed referred to as an
“absolutely perfect game”
against Concordia and freshmen goalies Alex Sotolongo
and Craig Merlin held their
own
against
experienced
shooters. After longtime goalie
Chris Whittam graduated, Sotolongo and, to a lesser extent
Merlin, will be relied on early
to protect GW’s goal.
Freshman Cray Rogers also
scored his first collegiate goal
against Concordia.
The Colonials have a week
to prepare for the Princeton Invitational and its four games,
which take place Saturday and

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

GW's men's water polo team started the season ranked 18th in the nation, but has had problems
beating the nation's elite teams in years past. Players said the 11-6 loss to 12th-ranked St. Francis Saturday did not dampen their hopes to contend nationally.
Sunday. When they resume
practice Tuesday, defense will
be the focus, Reed said.
“We’ve got to really fo-

A race where votes don't count
One writer's experience running in the Nationals' Presidents Race
Park, and running in it is one
of the highest honors in the
land.
So when I was lucky
enough to be asked to participate by a friend who works
for the Nationals, I was humbled and elated. My motivation was not to act out some
longtime fantasy of being one
of the four most influential
presidents in our nation’s history. Rather, it was the chance
for me to act out a longer-held
fantasy of being on a major
league baseball field.
Given my height, weight
and general lack of athletic
ability, this was probably the
only way I was ever going to
get on major league turf without having to run from chasing security officers. Over the
past two decades, my dream
becoming a big leaguer had
faded – but had not died. This
was my chance to salvage
what was left.
After a brief orientation,
fellow GW senior Dan Malin and I suited up for the
pre-game photo-op. Dan was
lucky enough to represent the
school as George Washington
himself, while I embodied
our rough-riding and bespecAlex Ellis/photo editor
tacled 26th commander-inSenior staff writer Jake DiGregorio, left, in the Thomas Jefferchief, Teddy Roosevelt, who
son costume, struggles to keep up with fellow GW senior Dan
has never won a Presidents
Malin, dressed as George Washington, at Nationals Park.
Race for reasons I’ll get to
later.
by Jake DiGregorio
minutes after I put on the
Once we got our suits on,
Senior Staff Writer
large Styrofoam suit at Thurs- the Nationals staff told us the
day’s Nationals game against 45-minute “meet and greet”
It is safe to say that most the Philadelpha Phillies. The would be nothing strenuAmericans have wondered Presidents Race – a sprint be- ous, which was easy for them
what it’s like to be the president tween four people dressed up to say. If I had to venture a
of the United States. I’m here to in massive costumes of George guess, I would say the entire
tell you that it’s hell on the back Washington, Thomas Jefferson, rig weighed about 40 pounds,
and shoulders.
Abraham Lincoln and Teddy most of which was situated
In fact, I was ready to ten- Roosevelt – has become a phe- a meter above our heads and
der my resignation about 20 nomenon of sorts at Nationals resting squarely on our necks.

The peripheral visibility was
akin to looking through a meshcovered hole the size of an envelope. And there is no way of
knowing exactly how hot it was
in that suit, probably because
any thermometer would have
melted inside.
Shortly before the race, I
was offered a chance to switch
into the Thomas Jefferson suit,
a chance I jumped at. He was
much easier to run in and had
far better visibility. Yet, from
my time in Teddy I realized the
plight of Roosevelt is not an
elaborate conspiracy, like many
claim it is. Rather, the reason
that Teddy has never won in the
history of the Nationals Presidents Race is because the suit’s
design makes it practically impossible.
As the center-field gate
opened and we were let loose,
I heard the crowd scream and I
felt the onslaught of adrenaline
brought on by my Major League
Baseball debut. But as I rounded
the warning track on the rightfield wall, I was overcome by a
moment of sheer terror as I felt
the belt that secured the costume
to my waist pop, and the rig began to tip to the side. At that moment, I not only feared for my
safety but also that some poor
kid at his first baseball game
would see our third president
decapitated under the weight of
his own cranium. Thankfully, I
reached up to grab my head in
time, righting it just in time to
see the other racers blow past
me. I finished dead last, but at
least I finished. I keep telling
myself that’s what counts.
So for the all the politically
inclined GW students who
dream of one day becoming
president, I have one piece of
advice: hit the gym. 

Women's soccer held scoreless
Colonials shut out
by highly ranked
Wake Forest
by Alex Abnos
Hatchet Staff Writer
Until Friday, it would not have been
much of a stretch to dub the GW women’s
soccer team the “cardiac kids” of the Atlantic 10.
In their season-opening 3-1 loss to
Rutgers, all three of their opponents’
goals came with less than 25 minutes remaining. Then the Colonials experienced
a double dose of last-minute drama - first
losing 2-1 to Old Dominion off a last-second goal, then winning 3-2 against Bryant
in exactly the same fashion.
Things weren’t quite that close in
GW’s 2-0 loss to No. 14 Wake Forest Friday and its Sunday loss at Virginia Tech
by the same score, but head coach Tanya
Vogel didn’t seem to have a problem taking positives away.

“It’s funny, in both the Rutgers game
and the Old Dominion game we went into
halftime up a goal, but we hadn’t played
very well. Our second halves against
those teams were much better ... but that’s
when we conceded goals,” Vogel said Saturday. “I don’t like to lose in any way, no
matter when the goals are scored, (but)
I thought our girls actually did a really
good job (against Wake Forest). Their two
goals were well-earned, but by no means
were we overmatched.”
The matchup against a ranked Deamon Deacon team was just one part of the
Colonials’ challenging out-of-conference
schedule, which will get tougher when
they play the ACC’s Virginia Tech Sunday
in Blacksburg, Va.
The objective of these games, according to Vogel, isn’t so much to go out and
win every one but rather to use them to
prepare the team for the rigors of the Atlantic 10, where the Colonials have a combined 16-30-5 record since the last time
they made the conference tournament in
2002.
“We switched our schedule around
and put on some major powers because
we want our kids to be stretched, and

we really want to compete at a national
level,” Vogel said. “We’re not focusing on
wins and losses per se; we’re focusing on
how we’re playing. That focus will start
to shift as we near the A-10s because we
(also) want to learn how to win.”
And at a national level, winning is all
about speed, Vogel said. The head coach’s
training sessions since the start of the season have been focused almost entirely on
increasing the GW’s quickness of play,
forcing her players to play, as she puts
it, “as effective and efficient of a game as
possible.”
Also high on the coach’s agenda is
getting the team to play with consistency
through any given game. As opposed to
the “half-good, half-bad” pattern that derailed the team’s efforts against Rutgers,
Vogel hopes to get her squad playing well
all game, every game.
Take care of those things, and the wins
will come, she said. In fact, one already
has.
“Those are areas that I think we’ve improved upon,” Vogel said. “That Bryant
game was great for us because we found a
way to win ... even though it took us all the
way until the 90th minute to do so.” 

cus on our defense quite a
bit, and our team play on offense,” Reed said. “We need
to get everyone involved on

each possession, not just one
or two people. We just need to
understand everyone has to be
involved to make it work.” 

VARSITYROUNDUP
Men's Soccer
Men's soccer (1-1-1) lost a controversial 2-1 game to
Longwood in Farmville, Va., Saturday in rainy
conditions after the Colonials' late flurry of
shots – one of which players said crossed the
scoring line – came up empty.
"Our players claim the ball went over the
line," head coach George Lidster said. "I couldn't see if it
did, but that would pretty much be in line with the rest of the
evening."
Lidster added, "Not to blame the officials, but they weren't
on our side."
Lidster said his players were "getting mugged all night,"
but the game was a good learning experience for his team
because the Colonials will face similar environments during
Atlantic 10 play.
Junior striker Andy Stadler scored his fourth goal of the
season to tie the game at one in the 14th minute of play.
Stadler leads the team and the A-10 in goals this season,
scoring in each of the team's games.
The Colonials next play Friday at 3 p.m. against Loyola
(Md.) at the Mount Vernon Athletic Complex in their only
home nonconference game. The team will hold its annual
Alumni Day the following day.
Women's Soccer
The GW women's socer team (1-4) managed just one shot
on goal in falling 2-0 to Virginia Tech Sunday in
Blacksburg, Va. The Hokies scored both goals
in the second half and outshot GW 25-7. The
two teams combined for 25 fouls, but no yellow or red cards were issued. The Colonials next play at 4
p.m. Thursday against Delaware State at the Mount Vernon
Athletic Complex.
Volleyball
The volleyball team (3-10) beat Villanova 3-1 Friday before falling to 3-0 to Penn State, the top-ranked
team in the country and defending national
champions, in the Penn State Invitational. The
Colonials played both matches without outside
hitters sophomore Leah Hill and freshman Jenny O'Brien,
both of whom were injured. In their absence, juniors Abby
Syverson – who was named to the All-Tournament Team –
and Liz Moult led the team in kills.
GW returns home Friday for the George Washington Invitational, where they will play Delaware State Friday and Rider
Saturday.

Interested in journalism? The
Hatchet is looking for new
writers. Find out more at

The Hatchet's
open house!
This Saturday,
Sept. 13, from
noon to 4 p.m. at
2140 G Street.
Be there.

