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Alumnus
campaigns
for Senate

Unity Ball
will cost
$50,000

by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer

Event promotes
Greek life, diversity

More than 30 years after moving
into a room in Thurston Hall, GW
alumnus and former Virginia Gov.
Mark Warner hopes to move into the
Senate office buildings this January.
Warner, a Democrat, is favored to
beat Republican Jim Gilmore in the
November election for one of the Virginia Senate seats and return to D.C.
The 53-year-old graduated from GW
in 1977 before attending Harvard Law
School.
“I have several fond memories
from my years at GW,” Warner wrote
in an e-mail to The Hatchet. “Most of
them are social, rather than academic.
Like the parties we used to have in the
Thurston Hall dorm.”
Warner, who served as the Virginia
governor from 2002 to 2006, is ahead of
Gilmore by 20 points or more in recent
polls.
See SENATE, p. A6

by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor

Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

Senior Will Denise steals the puck from an Old Dominion player Friday at the Kettler Capitals Iceplex in Ballston, Va.
The GW club team, which has seen an increase in fan support this year, defeated the Monarchs by a score of 7-4.

Hottest show on ice
by Alex Byers
Assistant Sports Editor
It’s 11:30 p.m. on a Friday night and
Will Denise is about to score.
His shirt is sparkling white. He’s got
his boys with him. And don’t worry – he’s
got protection.
But Denise isn’t at a bar. Or a club.
He’s at the Kettler Capitals Iceplex in Ballston, Va., where he and the rest of the GW
club hockey team are taking on Old Dominion’s club squad.
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer
Donning his white Colonials jersey
Former Virginia Gov. Mark Warner
and shrouded in layers of hockey padspeaks at the Democratic National
ding, Denise makes a move to his left and
Convention in August.
gets past Old Dominion’s goalie. With a

quick flick of the wrist, he’s buried his
fifth goal of GW’s young season. But what
comes next is a sound that is likely unfamiliar to GW hockey teams of the past –
cheering.
GW club hockey teams have a history
of putting out a respectable product and
still going unnoticed. This year, though,
the Colonials seem to have built up somewhat of a following – one that’s vocal and
even raucous at times.
“When I started as a freshman, I didn’t
even know there was a team,” Denise said
after Friday’s 7-4 defeat of Old Dominion.
“As we seniors have been coming up,
we’ve been telling our friends to come
out. It’s really hard when we play at Fort

Jewish org provides new options

Dupont in Southeast D.C., but now that
we’re playing (in Ballston), it’s a lot easier
to get people out to games.”
The Colonials had a solid crop of vocal
fans at their game last Friday and saw an
even larger contingent cheering them on
three weeks ago when they fell to Georgetown. But GW’s increase in fans began last
February when the team battled Catholic
at the Verizon Center in front of hundreds
of fans, junior co-captain Jon Moynihan
said.
“It all stems from the game at the Verizon Center,” he said. “That started it all.”
Moynihan also pointed to new play-

A semiformal ball this Saturday designed to celebrate diversity and Greekletter life on campus will cost more than
$50,000, with at least $20,000 coming
from student fee allocations, according
to Student Association documents and
event planners.
The Unity Ball will be held at the
Capital Hilton Hotel with the dual goal
of commemorating the 150th anniversary of Greek-letter life at GW and encouraging multicultural groups and
other student organizations to interact.
Tickets will be available to 1,000 students for $20 each, and organizers said
they expect most of the attendees to be
members of Greek-letter organizations.
The Unity Ball has been held in the
past, but was much smaller and focused
solely on multicultural student organizations.
“It’s the first collaboration between
the Student Association, Panhellenic
Association, Inter-fraternity Council
and the Multicultural Greek Council,
and we are all extremely excited about
it,” said junior Hilary Peltz, vice president of programming for the Panhellenic Association.
Four organizations – the SA, Panhellenic Association, Inter-Fraternity
Council and the Multicultural Greek
Council – are each contributing $5,000,
said two members of the Panhellenic
Association’s executive board. The rest
of the $52,000 will be funded by ticket
sales and co-sponsorships from other
student organizations, including $300
from the Indian Student Association
and $40 from the Black Student Union,
See UNITY BALL, p. A6

See HOCKEY, p. B6
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Chabad GW held inaugural event last week
by Ben Uchitelle
Hatchet Staff Writer
Chabad GW, an organization
dedicated to supporting orthodox Jewish life on campus, held
its inaugural event last week,
drawing more than 300 students
to Kogan Plaza for a celebration
of the Jewish holiday of Sukkot.
Nationally, GW has the eighth
largest percentage of Jewish students on a college campus, according to statistics gathered by
Hillel. Chabad aims to reach out
to these students.
“The dream is to create a
home away from home that will
always be available to students,”
said Rabbi Yudi Steiner, who codirects Chabad GW along with
his wife Rivky. “My wife and I
provide a welcoming, nonjudgmental, relaxing place for Jews to
come and feel appreciated where
they feel that they have a brotherhood that they can kick back
with.”
Chabad, an international Jewish organization, established a
chapter in D.C. 10 years ago. The
group organizes holiday celebrations for Jewish students at GW,
Georgetown and American, including the annual Sukkot event
and the lighting of the national
Hanukkah menorah.
Rabbi Levi Shemtov, Chabad’s D.C. representative, said
an increase in student interest in
Chabad over the past few years
spurred the need for the organization to expand, but it took two
years and countless interviews
for him to find the right people
for the job at GW.
See CHABAD, p. A6
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Former Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss., speaks to the College Republicans at the Marvin Center
Grand Ballroom Monday night. See the full story on p. 3.

Local thefts rise in October
by Gabriel Seder
Hatchet Reporter

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Rabbi Levi Shemtov recites a prayer over the lulav, hadass,
aravah and etrog for sukkot with D.C. resident Alex Fisher in a
sukkah in Kogan Plaza last Friday afternoon.

GW and city police forces
are reporting a spike in thefts
this fall, and officials said it is
likely because people are not securing their valuables.
With more than a week left
in October, 30 percent more
thefts have been reported to
the University Police Department this month than the same
month last year.

The Metropolitan Police Department has seen this phenomenon manifest in the form of
car break-ins, officials said. As
theft from cars rise, other rates,
including armed robbery and
vehicular theft, have remained
constant or even gone down,
according MPD’s Web site.
Citywide reports of theft
from parked cars increased 30
percent in September compared
to the same month in 2007.
In MPD’s 2nd District, which

includes Foggy Bottom, that
figure is more than 50 percent.
Statistics for October are not yet
available.
MPD Lieutenant Philip
Lanciano said his department
is aware of the trend, but would
not speculate as to the exact reason for an increase in theft.
“A laptop left unattended
for a period of time (is an) opportunity,” he wrote in an email. “Four purses or a wallet
See THEFT, p. A6
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Newsroom: Pizza I will extend late-night service
 Newsroom: No arrests made in grocery robbery
 Video: 14th Grade performs "The Seagull" >>

Nathan Grossman – Campus News Editor (ngrossman@gwhatchet.com)
Sarah Scire – Campus News Editor (sscire@gwhatchet.com)
Alexa Millinger – Metro News Editor (amillinger@gwhatchet.com)
Danielle Meister – Assistant News Editor (dmeister@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR
THURSDAY
HIGH 59 | LOW 44
FREE SCREENING OF "CHILD
BRIDES"
Celebrate United Nations
Week by attending a free
screening of the film "Child
Bride," which gives an indepth look into the sensitive
topic.
6 p.m.
1957 E St., Linder
Commons, 6th floor

FRIDAY
HIGH 67 | LOW 58
LIFESAVING KARAOKE
Relax after midterms by
singing karaoke and raising
money for UNICEF. Funds
raised will help children in
low-income countries.
9 p.m.
Mitchell Hall Theater

SATURDAY
HIGH 66 | LOW 48
MAKE A SPLASH BBQ
Enjoy a barbecue and relax
with your friends while raising
money for UNICEF.
11 a.m.
Kogan Plaza
UNITY BALL
Celebrate diversity at GW
with a night of dancing, live
performances and food.
Tickets are $20 and payable
by cash, credit card and
GWorld.
7 p.m.
The Capital Hilton, 1001 16th
St.

SUNDAY
HIGH 66 | LOW 50
KIDSFEST 2008
Help D.C. kids celebrate
Halloween with an early trickor-treat! Come in costume!
10 a.m.
MC Continental Ballroom

Student Association
senate passes
transparency bill
A bill to create more transparency in the way student organizations spend their funds
passed by a wide margin at
Tuesday night’s Student Association Senate meeting.
Sponsored by Sen. Logan
Dobson (CCAS-U), the bill
would require the SA to disclose how student organizations spend money received
from the student fee account.
The bill passed almost unanimously, with the lone dissenting vote coming from Sen. Arsenio Rodriguez (Law).
At the Oct. 7 SA senate
meeting, the legislation had
been tabled and referred to the
University General Counsel’s
office to determine the legal issues surrounding the publicizing of financial expenditures.
Dobson said the changes
made were not substantial and
the bill’s main goal remained
intact.
“Essentially what we did
was make it more specific,” he
said.
Under the revised bill, students will be able to view an
organization’s budget report,
as opposed to the allocation
report provided for in the earlier version of the bill. Budget
reports contain more specific
detail than allocation reports.
–Nathan Grossman

Clarification

In "Univ. reduces class
capacities" (Oct. 20, p. 1),
The Hatchet misspelled the
name of Doree Damoulakis.
The article also stated that
Damoulakis is a media representative for US News &
World Report. Damoulakis
is a senior account executive at Kwittken & Co., an
agency that represents US
News.

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Task force could
change freshman
year requirements

Chalk Talk

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Junior Meghan Ottolini and senior Alaska Burr of the GW women's lacrosse team chalk the
steps of the Smith Center to promote their dodgeball tournament that begins Nov. 4.

Huton & Williams law firm to lease space at Square 54 property
Renowned law firm Huton
& Williams is slated to occupy
almost half of the commercial office space available in
Square 54, a mixed-use real
estate development project
next to the GW Hospital.
Boston Properties, the real
estate developer responsible
for the leasing, managing and
construction of the space, announced the lease last week.
Huton & Williams is the first
company to publicly commit to the commercial office
space.
The law firm will lease
190,000 square feet of the
450,000 total square feet of
commercial office space, according to an article in the
Washington Business Journal.
A Huton & Williams spokes-

woman declined to comment
to The Hatchet.
Alicia O’Neil, the University’s associate vice president
for real estate, said the school
is not directly involved in the
negotiations that Boston Properties makes with companies.
“The deals that businesses
make with Boston Properties
with respect to Square 54 are
independent from the University,” she said, adding, “From
a University perspective, I
think it is very exciting that
they have started to have tenets for building.”
O’Neil said the corporate
office space in Square 54, including Huton & Williams,
might be a prime location for
student internships.
“Certainly the business

community in D.C. has a
number of opportunities for
internships,” O’Neil said. “I
would suspect that the types
of businesses that would be
located in Square 54 would be
the types of businesses that
would be able to offer those
types of opportunities.”
The building, which is
slated to open in early 2011,
also includes 84,000 square
feet for retail space and 333
apartments, O’Neil said. The
total square footage of the entire project is about 840,000.
Boston Properties has a
60-year contract and ground
lease with the University. It
is unclear how long Huton &
Williams will lease its space at
the Square 54 property.
–Danielle Meister

The University created a
task force this week to assess the
overall freshman experience, including the effectiveness of presemester programs and whether
students should participate in a
mandatory day of community
service, a senior administrator
said this week.
Robert Chernak, senior vice
president for Student and Academic Support Services, said the
group will consider a variety of
factors as part of an overall University effort to “examine the entire freshman experience.”
“The committee will look at
programs and see what we’re
missing and what can be deleted,” Chernak said, adding, “We
really need to ask ourselves what
it is we’re trying to accomplish.”
The proposed changes for
freshmen would consist of a halfday of community service, followed by a half-day of seminars
and discussion on a book that all
freshmen would be required to
read, Chernak said. The University would schedule the day either shortly before or during the
fall semester.
Chernak said the task force
would look at working with the
University Writing Program to
find a common book for freshmen to read before they start at
GW.
“University Writing would
need to be more consistent,” he
said. “We could find some common theme to form the basis of a
discussion point.”
The task force will consist of
officials from the academic affairs and SASS departments, as
well as the deans of the different
colleges. He emphasized that the
proposed changes are still in the
discussion stages.
He said, “Very few ideas have
been discussed at this point."
–Nathan Grossman

Got a breaking news tip? Call 202-994-7550 or e-mail news@gwhatchet.com
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Lott brings his politics to GW
Former GOP leader
speaks at CR event
Former Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott
addressed the GW College Republicans Monday night, hitting on such issues as the upcoming election, energy policy and life in the Senate.
Lott, who represented the state of Mississippi for 35 years in both the House of Representatives and the Senate, resigned from his
seat last December. He is now a partner at the
Breaux Lott Leadership Group, a lobbying organization he founded with former Sen. John
Breaux, D-La.
He began his political career at the grassroots level, hanging signs and encouraging
people to vote for his candidate. He first came
to D.C. in 1967 and returned the following
year to work as an administrative assistant to
former Rep. William W. Colmer, D-Miss. Four
years later, Colmer retired and Lott won the
race to replace him.
Lott recalled his stints as both majority
and minority leader in the Senate, as well as
his most recent post, minority whip. The job of
whip, which requires him to count the votes of
other members, gave him a close look at how
Sens. Barack Obama and John McCain voted.
The former senator spoke about what he
thought an Obama administration would do
for many hot-button issues and what a McCain
administration would accomplish. Lott said,
however, he disagreed with Sen. Obama's energy plan to increase ethanol production.

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Former Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss., signs an autograph Monday night after he spoke to
the College Republicans about the upcoming election and his life in the Senate.
“I’m not for ethanol because we’re burning
more food,” he said.
Most important for Lott is taxes, he said.
Calling himself a single-issue voter, he said he
would never vote for a candidate who would
raise his taxes.
Although Lott acknowledged that he has
disagreed with McCain in the past, he said
his longtime colleague’s willingness to speak
his mind has earned Lott's respect. He said
disagreed with those who say McCain’s tem-

per would be a liability in office, claiming that
a passionate president is precisely what the
country needs.
Lott praised Republican vice presidential
nominee Gov. Sarah Palin and said her work
as Alaska governor would provide invaluable
executive experience.
He went on to recognize conservatives
on college campuses nationwide for challenging the liberal mindset and speaking
their views. 

CD, CR leaders debate election
It was a political boxing
match Tuesday night at the
Marvin Center as the chairman
of the College Republicans and
president of the GW College
Democrats sparred over their
parties’ presidential nominees at
the CD-CR Presidential Debate.
CR Chairman Brand Kroeger
and CD President Cory Struble
defended Sen. John McCain and
Sen. Barack Obama respectively
on energy policies, the war on
terror, health care and the economy to about 250 people, including moderator Eric Roper, editor
in chief of The Hatchet. The two
groups and The Hatchet cosponsored the debate.
“Tax, tax, tax, spend, spend,
spend,” Kroeger, a senior, said.
“That is the rhetoric of Barack
Obama.”
Struble, a senior, argued
that Obama’s proposed tax cuts
would affect 95 percent of Americans, creating tax rates identical
to those during the presidency
of Bill Clinton.

“As my momma said, ‘(the
Republicans) call it trickle-down
because it pisses on the middle
class,’ ” Struble said, drawing
laughter from the crowd.
As the debate shifted to the
war on terror, Struble focused
on Afghanistan and said mistakes were made in the Iraq War.
He emphasized the importance
of relocating troops to Afghanistan, where he said Al Qaeda
has become more powerful.
Kroeger stressed the judgment shown by McCain
throughout the war and the success of the McCain-supported
surge in Iraq. He said Obama’s
readiness to meet with foreign
dictators shows the Democratic
nominee’s lack of foresight.
Health care was also another hot-button issue during the
debate.
“There are big differences between John McCain and Barack
Obama’s health care policies,”
Kroeger said. “Barack Obama
wants to spend your money,
and John McCain wants you to
spend your money.”
Struble rebutted, “We need

a truly transformational leader
with a truly transformational
plan to completely change
health care.”
Although discussion of the
issues filled much of the 90 minute debate, political jabs were
made on both sides.
Kroeger referenced Struble’s prior support of former
presidential candidate Sen. Hillary Clinton, and touched on
Obama’s comment that people
in Pennsylvania “cling to guns
or religion.”
Struble pointed out that McCain said U.S. forces could be in
Iraq for 100 years. He also said
the Arizona senator has a legislative record of being wrong
for 30 years, and he related McCain’s economic plan to that of
President George W. Bush.
The audience questions at
the end of the debate, however, elicited the most reaction from the crowd. Eye rolls,
name calling and laughs came
from Democratic audience
members as Kroeger defended
the qualification of Republican vice presidential nominee

“Tax, tax, tax, spend, spend, spend.
That is the rhetoric of Barack
Obama.”
BRAND KROEGER
R

COLL
LEGE REPUBLICANS CHA
AIRMAN

“As my momma said, ‘(the Republicans) call it trickle- down because
it pisses on the middle class,’”
CORY STRU
UBLE

COLLEGE DEMOCRATS
S PRESIDENT

Gov. Sarah Palin.
“You can chuckle and
laugh all you want, but if you
look at her record, and behind
those glasses I think you’ll see
a woman who is qualified to be
president of the United States,”
Kroeger said.
Reactions from both sides
reflected the partisan nature of
the debate.
“I thought Cory’s answer on
the economy was particularly
salient and quite revealing. With
Cory, you saw the outline of
competent polices,” said sophomore Matt Ingoglia, communications director for the CDs. “I
also particularly liked that Cory
stuck to the policies and stuck to
what mattered.”
CR communication director Brandon Hines, a junior, expressed a different view of the
debate.
He said, “On a substance
level, Brand really hit it out of
the park tonight talking about
how John McCain has the experience, spirit and optimism
to lead a pro-growth agenda for
America.” 
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Indian venue
closes at J Street
By Lauren French
Hatchet Reporter

by Jonathan Ewing and
Geoffrey Middleberg
Hatchet Reporters

by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Reporter

Thursday, October 23, 2008

Students looking to satisfy their cravings for chicken
curry or butter naan will have
to look outside of J Street now
that Sangam has closed.
Sangam, the Indian restaurant formerly located next
to Little Italy, unexpectedly
closed almost two weeks ago.
Nancy Haaga, managing
director of Campus Support
Services, said the closure was
part of a planned dining project. She said there would be
many restaurants coming into
that location.
"The Sangam Indian Restaurant was the first in a series
of different cuisines that will
cycle through the Little Italy
venue throughout the academic year," Haaga said. "This
venue will see a rotation and
variety of different menus to
include Mexican, Persian and
Pakistani."
Sangam owner Edward
Dean said there were other reasons Sodexo did not allow the
Indian restaurant to stay.
"We had no contract with
them," Dean said. "They initially told us it would be a trial
basis and I do not know what
happened."
Dean mentioned it might be
"internal issues from the union
side" that pushed Sangam
away. Haaga declined to com-

ment on union issues.
"I like the place. People
are nice," Dean said. "I'm very
happy to be of service to you
all; our intent is to give the best
of the best. Dr. Knapp has eaten my food many times and he
supports it."
He added, "It depends on
the management of Sodexo,
I have to work with them. I
want to stay in such a way that
I do not cause havoc, but I miss
you all and would like to come
back."
Some students have voiced
concern about the closure
and asked for the return of
Sangam.
"I ate there and I loved it.
Everyone I know loved it too,"
sophomore Amani
Sheikh
said. "I'm from Pakistan and
my mom makes a lot of similar
food and when I ate there I felt
like I was home."
Freshman Sherry Gu said
he is disappointed that Sangam
will no longer operate in the
Marvin Center.
"I thought the Indian place
was really good. I really would
like them to come back," Gu
said.
Haaga said the restaurant
"is not scheduled to return."
She said if students want to
suggest types of cuisine they
would like to see this year,
they should contact Jill Wilson from Sodexo Dining Services. 

SMHS creates new
Va. campus degree
Lauren Hoenemeyer
Hatchet Reporter
The School of Medicine and
Health Sciences announced
Friday that they will offer a
second undergraduate degree
at GW’s Virginia Campus starting next fall.
The second-degree bachelor of science nursing program
requires students to complete
a primary degree before admission. The new major will
supplement the department of
nursing education that SMHS
created in 2005 and will help
fix a nurse shortage in Virginia, University officials said.
“There was a lot of discussion to meet health care needs
for the citizens of Virginia,”
said Donald Lehman, executive vice president of academic
affairs.
Due to the program’s location at the Virginia Campus,
the BSN program will utilize
clinical training facilities in
the Loudoun County area such
as Inova Health Systems – a
program that has already committed to a partnership with
GW. The region will be short
by more than 6,300 registered
nurses by 2020, according to
the Northern Virginia Healthcare Workforce Alliance.
“(The Northern Virginia
Healthcare Workforce Alliance) and George Mason University have attempted to meet
this need but it is so great that
it requires other educational
institutions to participate,”
Lehman said. “We decided at
GW to see what we could do to
help.”
In fall 2010, the University
will admit 40 students into the
BSN program and will then
bring 70 students into the program in fall 2011. The BSN program requires completion of

60 credits taken on a full-time
basis over four semesters in 16
consecutive months.
In the program, 600 clinical
hours will be completed over
the four semesters in medical
centers. Students enrolled in
the program are also required
to pass practice Nursing Council Licensure Exams.
Recently, the BSN program
at George Mason denied 250
eligible fall applicants, which
caused more local interest in
GW’s upcoming BSN program.
“I am quite excited about
this program because I believe
there is great opportunity in
Virginia to satisfy a national
need,” Lehman said.
In addition to George Mason, four other universities in
the D.C. area provide a twoyear BSN program including
Georgetown, Catholic, Howard and Marymount.
Although Georgetown offers a similar 16-month program, the tuition for the GW
program, at $39,756, is more
expensive by $2,220.
Two nursing skills laboratories and a computer laboratory consisting of 15 additional
computer stations will be built
on the Virginia campus before
the program begins next fall.
Ellen Dawson will direct
the program and will be assisted by the coordinator of
undergraduate nursing programs, Rose Brenkus. The BSN
will also draw faculty from the
Inova Health System and GW’s
doctorate of nursing practice
program.
Students must have a 3.0
grade point average or higher
for the first undergraduate degree and submit two letters of
recommendation, a resume, a
personal statement and participate in an interview with a
faculty member. 

“

“Most of (my GW memories) are social, rather than academic. Like
the parties we used to have in the Thurston Hall dorm.”
–GW alumnus and former Virginia Gov. Mark Warner, who
is running for a Virginia Senate seat.
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... and he was the only one who talked.
Robbi LeGrant

GW Medical School
on life support
The GW School of Medicine and Health
Sciences needs 100 CCs of credibility – stat.
Just over a week ago, the University
announced that GW Medical School was
being put on probation by its accrediting
body, the Liaison Committee on Medical
Education, for “noncompliance” with basic
standards.
Of the 130 U.S. and 17 Canadian medical schools the LCME oversees, GW is only
the fifth medical school to be put on probation since 1994 and is the only one currently
on probation.
Even though the high-profile GW
Hospital is unaffiliated with the Medical
School’s LCME accreditation, this is embarrassing for the University as a whole. Medical School officials must publicly own up to
the mistakes that were made and make an
announcement of what exactly is going to
happen to fix this.
According to The Washington Post,
Provost and Vice President for Health Affairs John Williams stated that the problems
LCME identified in the report had to do
mostly with “curriculum management,”
“administrative processes” and “inadequate study space.”
The LCME puts schools on probation
if “areas of noncompliance have seriously
compromised the quality of the medical education program.” The information
the Medical School released has vaguely
pointed to paperwork issues, curriculum
detail concerns and a lack of study space. If
probation is a severe enough sanction that
only five schools in the last 14 years have received it, are these really the problems that
induced the punishment?
School officials have declined to release
the actual LCME report with its findings,
making it easy to assume the worst even
if that is not the case. The Medical School
should either release more details of the report or make it clear why they are withholding them. More transparency from Medical
School officials could increase confidence in
the plan and put the damning assessment
into context.
While GW is in little danger of losing its
accreditation – no school put on probation
by the LCME ever has – this is obviously a
wake-up call.
Even though the LCME has set a deadline of two years, the Medical School has
at least taken the initiative to resolve the
issue within one year. However, based on
our limited information, officials appear to
be mishandling this situation by keeping so
much of the report a secret.
The sooner officials are more forthright
with the public, the sooner the Medical
School’s reputation can be upgraded from
critical to stable condition.

p
Be respectful, even if you don’t agree

A

week after a couple of my roommates had post- signs ripped off or derogatory messages being posted
ed a “McCain for President” sign on the door on McCain supporters’ doors. “I would say the vast
of our Thurston room, someone tore it down. A majority of students respect free speech … but every
couple days after they posted a second sign, someone group is going to have a fringe element,” Kroeger said.
defaced it by drawing an inapproCollege Democrats President
priate body part. A few days later,
Cory Struble condemned the incithis poster too was torn down.
dents. “I don’t approve of it. I don’t
TOM BRASLAVSKY
So much for freedom of expresapprove of anyone impeding anysion.
one’s freedom of speech,” Struble
GW is known for political insaid.
volvement, as it well should be. We
Both Kroeger and Struble took
are in the center of it all – whoever wins this presiden- the high ground, condemning the attempts at intimitial campaign will be moving into the neighborhood dation and isolating the perpetrators to a tiny minority.
next January. So why do some find it necessary to stoop However, though it may only be a fringe minority (or
so low as to engage in abuse and intimidation in the some foolhardy college freshman’s idea of a joke), the
name of political beliefs?
fact that it happened twice to my roommates – and that
Let me put it bluntly – this behavior is disgrace- it happens to others on campus as well – shows this
ful. There is no reason why GW students of any main- kind of abuse to be a problem at GW.
stream political persuasion should have to suffer for
As an Obama supporter, it is upsetting to see such
publicly acknowledging their views or expressing sup- intolerance coming from people who share my choice
port for their candidate of choice. Period.
for president. Whatever happened to respect, tact and
GW College Republicans Chairman Brand Kroeger democracy? It is ironic that students supporting a
said that he receives calls about other students getting man who has been able to unite so many can stoop

A new way to advocate
As the executive board of
GW’s chapter of Amnesty International, we have always been
concerned with abuses of human
rights across the globe. But as the
world continues to develop and
modernize, human rights abuses
have only become more prevalent.
A greater human ability to
disseminate the ideals of a free
world via technology has failed
to overcome a seemingly innate
desire for wealth, power and
dominion. The realities of world
poverty and the oppression of tyrannical governments are central
to the international human rights
problem and to the debate over
what the Western world can or
should do. We are not deaf to this
debate, but we wonder about the
efficacy of our advocacy.
As the presidential election
looms ever closer, we have reformulated our strategy for human
rights advocacy. The unparalleled visibility of the elections has
aroused both the purest pride in
the promise of our democratic
ideals and the most profound
shame that our country has too
often fallen far short of them in its
dealings with the world.
During this momentous electoral season, the GW chapter of
Amnesty International is focusing on advocating for the human
rights of everyday Americans
and the protection of those rights
by our government.
This American focus is based
on a profound belief that human
rights must be protected in the
United States before they can
be guarded by our government

QUOTABLE
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abroad, that we must “practice
what we preach.”
On the surface it seems both
simple and simply idealistic. On
careful inspection, however, these
issues are central to preserving

GW AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL
EXECUTIVE BOARD

America’s diplomatic capital. As
we weaken American ideals – for
example, through the torture of
prisoners, the flouting of international standards of war and the
secret wiretapping of American
citizens – America’s diplomatic
standing in the world is weakened along with them. Failing to
enact the ideals of our democratic
and free society damages our relations with the world and our
national security.
How can America hope to
condemn Russia’s invasion of
Georgia if it has itself broken the
internationally accepted standards of waging war? How can
the U.S. encourage democratic
reforms in China as we promote
trade policies that keep us in the
debt of the very government that
opposes such reforms with violence? It is not simply a moral imperative to protect human rights,
it is an economic and strategic
one as well.
The ideals of the inherent
rights and dignity of human-

kind transcend nation, party
and creed. However, we recognize that its concrete policy expressions often do not. As such,
GW Amnesty International’s
intention is to raise awareness
about the protection of human
rights in the U.S. by hearing
from student representatives
of both parties. We believe in
the imperative of addressing
these issues with the force of the
public behind us, and because
the involvement of the public
in political ends is best elicited
through political means, we are
hosting a debate between GW’s
College Democrats and Georgetown’s Students for McCainPalin.
In “Choosing a New America: Human Rights in the Presidential Elections,” we offer a
forum for interested student
activist groups to pose questions to prominent college supporters of Sens. Barack Obama,
D-Ill., and John McCain, RAriz., about the human rights
policies of their respective candidates.
We ask the GW community
to attend with the belief that
ideas matter and that we as students and citizens can have an
impact. In this election year, we
hope that the student voice will
ring loud and clear from our actions on campus, in the community and, with your help, in the
larger world.
"Choosing a New America:
Human Rights in the Presidential
Elections" will be held Monday at
8 p.m. in the Marvin Center Continental Ballroom.

to desecrating the democratic ideals they profess to
support. One cannot claim to support a candidate in a
democratic election and then break a key facet of our
democracy – the right to freedom of speech and expression.
In fact, while my door had a McCain sign posted,
I was trying to get my hands on an Obama sign to
post alongside it, so that my whole room would be
represented to passersby. But after my roommates
gave in, having had their signs ripped off twice, I decided that I wanted no part in this kind of one-sided
political “debate.” Ironically, the abuse of my roommates’ right to show their support for McCain caused
me to refrain from publicly displaying my support for
Obama.
I hope that GW is actually an accepting campus
and these instances really are the exception rather than
the norm. If not, then we know what we need to work
on. Such political intimidation is not just unethical, it’s
un-American. We live in a free society, and if you don’t
believe in its ideals, you really shouldn’t be voting in
the first place.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in international affairs.

Pandering produces problems

A

fter reading Monday’s Hatchet story World Report says jump, GW really does ask
“Univ. reduces class capacities” (Oct. how high.
20, p. 1) I spent the rest of my day sitDo we really want to attend a university
ting in my numerous 20- and 50-person classes that panders to an opaque ranking system that
thinking about which one among us would be lacks accountability rather than trying to acgetting the axe next semester when register- commodate an ideal number of students? And
ing.
if this change is in fact to benefit
OK, so I don’t have any Monthe students, why was the incenday classes capped at 20 or 50,
tive of higher rankings a necesJ
USTIN GUIFFRE
and I was more worried about
sary catalyst for the change to
a comparative politics midterm
take place?
COLUMNIST
than about any unlucky victims
Donald Lehman, executive
of the school’s new policy.
vice president of academic afIt was disheartening, howfairs, explained the decision:
ever, to hear that the University would so read- “We had been paying close attention to the
ily make policy decisions for the sole sake of details of various rankings … It was during
pandering to a ranking system that most peo- such review that we noticed that our workple understand is far from perfect.
ing caps of 20 and 50 for classes of those sizes
If there is one thing GW craves, it is to were not in our best interest.” When quesbring back the glory days of being a top-50 tioned about adverse affects on students unschool. The University has not enjoyed such able to join classes, he responded that “our
standing since 1998, with the elusive top-50 aim is to have sufficient sections available to
range remaining just slightly out of reach. Be- cover the need.”
ing higher on the rankings is inherently a good
The University must now commit itself to
thing; it obviously makes the $200,000 piece of ensuring that this is the case. Sure, it would
paper they hand out on graduation day that be nice to raise rankings with a simple shiftmuch more valuable. At the same time, there ing of some classes. However, if it means that
has been a steadily growing backlash against students are expected to pay higher rates for
the U.S. News and World Report’s rankings as professors to teach more sections or are rea whole.
stricted from taking the classes that they need
A good case in point was Sarah Lawrence and want, it will not be worth it. If this is the
College’s choice to remove the SAT score from case, the very students that we are trying to retheir admission process entirely in 2007. When cruit with the bolstered rankings will be just as
this happened, US News and World Report miserable in the coming years.
informed the university that scores would be
Fortunately, in this instance the policy in
made up for the college and it would be con- question is not inherently bad for students. If
sidered less selective, thereby decreasing the the rank-at-all-costs paradigm persists, howranking. Since then, the debate on that cam- ever, it will inevitably lead to dangerous repus has not been “How do we increase rank- sults. An explicit promise is now required from
ings?” but rather “Should we even participate the University that this change will not have
in rankings?”
any detrimental effects on students. We cannot
GW needs to take these kinds of protests tolerate the University giving more weight to a
into consideration before it makes a decision highly skewed ranking system than to the stulike cutting back on class size. While at its core dents that reside right here on campus.
the concept of smaller classes is not a bad one,
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in political scithe disturbing part is that when US News and
ence, is a Hatchet columnist.

Eric Roper, editor in chief
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All present and accounted for
GW does not need Election Day off to vote

W

ouldn’t you love to have
a day off this November?
As Election Day draws
closer, there has been talk of whether college students should be free
from classes on Nov. 4.
Liberty University in Virginia
has actually taken a proactive route
by not only dismissing students
from class on Nov. 4, but also distributing registration forms and arranging transportation to the polls
in an all-out effort to keep Virginia
red. Fortunately, Liberty University is unique in adopting such an
agenda. Giving GW students Election Day off would be unnecessary
from a voting perspective, but it
would also cause academic scheduling conflicts.
National rankings consistently
place our University among the
most politically active in the country, with students being statistically more likely to join a political
organization. As such, it is highly
unlikely that having class on Election Day would preclude students
from voting. Assuming that students need a day off as an incentive
to go vote is almost insulting in its
implications about the immaturity
and lack of interest of students.
Since our location makes it

unfeasible for most students to go
home to vote, the majority of students have already made preparations for voting by ensuring that
their absentee ballots will arrive in
time. A large amount of students

SAMANTHA VILLELLA
have either already voted at this
juncture or will have by Nov. 4.
Those students that want to get
involved politically are not waiting
until they have Election Day off to
start. College Democrats and College Republicans have been utilizing their weekends by traveling
to swing states such as Ohio and
Virginia, persuading and encouraging voter turnout from voters
both new and old. Those who are
active and invested enough in politics have already become involved,
and having Election Day off would
not make much of a difference.
Students calling for Nov. 4 off
might find themselves reconsidering after hearing of the core reason
behind our current schedule. According to Executive Vice Presi-

dent for Academic Affairs Donald
Lehman, the fall schedule is tight
as it is. To lose another day of classes would be to lose a reading day
prior to the exams. Still want that
November day off?
If we were to have the no
classes that day, it would be naive
to assume that all students are as
politically attentive as our reputation suggests and would all run to
volunteer at the polls. There will
surely be students who pass up the
opportunity in favor of that new
episode of Gossip Girl or to cruise
Facebook for hours on end. Students might watch Comedy Central instead if given Election Day
off, and that’s their prerogative.
The politically attentive don’t
need to be deprived of a reading
day to make their decision about
how active to be on Election Day.
GW administrators should be commended for not giving in to election hype and for sticking with the
academic calendar. The amount of
GW students that do or do not vote
in this crucial election depends on
many factors, but whether class
is in session that day is not one of
them.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in
political science.

Letter to the Editor
GW Medical School
must address
problems
The GW medical school’s
response to its probationary status by the Liaison Committee on
Medical Education is unsatisfying
(“Accrediting body puts Medical
School on probation,” Oct. 17, online).
If nothing else, the students
at the school deserve an apology
from the administration. Instead
of downplaying the severity of
the probation, the administration
should admit that it has acted irresponsibly. Clearly, if the other
130 or so medical schools in the
country can satisfy the explicit
and basic standards set forth by
the LCME, GW – with its unprecedented price tag – ought to
be able to not only meet the standards, but exceed them.
Last year, as a first-year medical student at GW, I brought several issues to the attention of the
faculty and administration, such

as inadequate classroom space,
disorganized curriculum and
faulty administrative procedures
that were ignored or dismissed by
the University.
The University cannot ignore
the LCME’s decision to place it on
probation. I took a leave of absence
from the medical school in June
after observing the school’s failure
to correct its problems. Where is
the accountability? The administration should be ashamed.
Bradley Honigman
Medical student

Students share
Writing Center
responsibilities
Thank you to Virginia Wei
for raising the concerns about
the Writing Center hours at the
Mount Vernon Campus (“Editing
the Writing Center,” Oct. 20, p. 4).
Let me state the situation as I
see it. There are 24 to 26 Sundays
an academic year with two assigned tutors each holding three

sessions. While it might be true
that only 14 of these many sessions were reserved, our understanding is that most students attend on a walk-in basis. If, as you
say, there is the pent-up need for
the Writing Center help, students
must make – and keep – appointments, especially here at MVC.
We at the Mount Vernon
Campus will work with the Writing Center to establish easier appointment procedures and maybe
an improved or varied schedule.
We are working with the International Services Office to ensure
that the services we provide are
responsive to the needs of the international student body, but students also share a responsibility
for advanced planning to avoid
"overwhelming panic."
My door is always open.
Please consider coming by to
continue the Writing Center discussion or other concerns directly
with me.
Shelly Heller
Associate dean for academic
affairs, MVC
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“The promise of a college
education is increasingly becoming too expensive to pursue,” he said.
from p. A1
Warner said he hopes student voters will vote for him in
Before beginning his bid for
the election, but he noted that
the Senate seat, Warner nearly
introducing himself to college
launched a presidential camstudents has been a challenge
paign in 2006, potentially aided
in his senatorial campaign
by former University President
since most students do not live
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.
in Virginia.
“I was on the verge of fin“I have really enjoyed getishing up at GW and I told him
ting to meet these younger votit would be fun to help run a
ers,” Warner said.
campaign,”
“And I am hopeTr a c h t e n b e r g
ful that young
said.
people will have
The
fora strong showing
mer
Univerat the polls this
sity president
“I
have
really
enjoyed
November.”
said he knows
Through camWarner
both
getting to meet these paigning,
Warner
socially
and
has found that
younger voters.”
professionally.
college students
Warner served
are particularly
on the Board of
concerned about
MARK WARNER
Trustees during
education costs,
SENATE CANDIDATE FOR
Trachtenberg’s
energy policy and
presidency.
VIRGINA
America’s stand“He’s very
ing in the world.
clear
about
If elected, he said
what he’s comhe plans to tackle
mitted to. He
these problems
can also be
by building a bivery amusing,” Trachtenberg
partisan group of what he calls
said, referring to Warner ’s
“radical centrists” in the Senjokes about failed telecommuate.
nications investments during
“While these challenges
his ultimately successful busimay seem daunting, I believe
ness career.
they also present unique opWarner, who is campaignportunities for our country if
ing with Democratic presiwe can work together as Amerdential nominee Sen. Barack
icans,” Warner said.
Obama this week in Virginia,
He added, “The challenges
gave one of the keynote adwe face as a nation demand
dresses at the Democratic Naquick and effective action and
tional Convention in August.
I think building those relationTrachtenberg praised Warner ’s
ships will be critical."
speech, but he said he can be
Warner ’s centrist appeal
even more inspiring.
has been fundamental to his
“It was a good workmancampaign and is one of several
like speech,” Trachtenberg
characteristics that his friends
said. “He’s a great American.”
cite as central part of his perAlthough Warner cementsonality.
ed his fortune as one of the
“He is an extremely aporiginal investors in Nextel,
proachable person,” said Russ
he jumped hurdles to become
Ramsey, chairman of the GW
the first member of his famBoard of Trustees.
ily to graduate from college.
Ramsey credited him with
While he credits public school,
helping expand the Virginia
the government’s student loan
campus during his time as a
program and supportive parBoard member.
ents, Warner said he worries
He said, “Mark believes in
about the cost of higher educathe power of partnerships.” 
tion.

SENATE

THEFT
from p. A1
left in a vehicle in plain view is
an opportunity.”
UPD Chief Dolores Stafford
said students tend to be careless
with their property, allowing for
more theft.
“People need to secure their
valuables,” she said. “Many of
the thefts that I reviewed recently, people were in various
locations and left their property
unattended while doing something else. They returned to find
that their property was stolen.”
Junior Riaan Ahmed’s bicycle was stolen while he attended
an event at GW Hillel last week.
Ahmed said the cable he used to
secure the bike had been cut in
broad daylight.
When he reported the theft,
UPD told him there was little
chance of recovering the stolen
bike, Riaan said. He said UPD
campus patrols are sufficient.
“What else can UPD do?” he

said.
Stafford said MPD assists
UPD in patrolling campus, adding that MPD deals more closely
with crimes that occur outside of
University facilities, like thefts
from cars in public streets.
Sociology professor Charis
Kubrin said the poor economy
may play a role in the increase
of thefts.
“I am not at all surprised to
learn that certain types of crime
are on the rise given the current
state of the economy,” Kubrin
said.
He said in addition to economic hardships, population
growth and changes in policing
methods may also contribute to
theft increases.
Although it is difficult to
determine a sole cause of the recent increase in reports of theft,
Kurbin said the trend is unlikely
to reverse itself in the current
economic environment.
Kubrin said if jobs are lost,
“people will be stressed and suffering ... they need to pay bills.
And so they will innovate to relieve the strain.” 

CHABAD
from p. A1
“Chabad has had an ongoing presence on campus
for over a decade, but with
the arrival of Rabbi Steiner
and Rivky, things are going to
go to a whole new level with
more visibility, consistency
and quality,” Shemtov said.
Last Friday’s event was
held inside a sukkah, a traditional temporary structure
that represents God’s protection of the Jewish people that
has been in use since biblical
times. Students shook the lulav – a bundle composed of
the leaves from myrtle, willow
and date palm trees – along
with an etrog, the fruit from
the citron tree. This tradition
represents the concept of Jewish unity, Steiner said.
Holding with the theme of

UNITY BALL
from p. A1
according to documents submitted to the SA finance committee by SA President Vishal
Aswani, a senior.
Despite the dozens of
co-sponsors, event planners
acknowledged that a disproportionate number of sorority and fraternity members
have purchased the limited
number of tickets. Peltz said
she had been planning an allGreek event when Aswani approached her about combining the two events.

News

unity, the Jewish Students AsSeveral students at the
sociation, the Alpha Epsilon Pi event, however, felt that there
fraternity and the Alpha Epsi- may be some unspoken tenlon Phi sorority co-sponsored sions between Chabad and
the event.
Hillel, since Hillel has an esSteiner
tablished pressaid that in orence on campus
der to attract
and Chabad is a
“There is enough
Jewish
stunewcomer.
room on this campus
dents for their
“Now
that
programming,
Chabad is here
for us both, but at
Chabad must
there is a stigma
work with all
there is a
the same time, it is that
GW Jewish orconflict with Hilganizations.
lel,” said Alex
sensitive."
“TraditionSasson, a junior
ally we work
who has attendwith Hillel, but
ed Chabad serROB FISHMAN
really we like
vices in the past.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
to work with
“Chabad doesn’t
HILLEL AT GW
every Jewish
want to tramp
o rg a n i z a t i o n
on Hillel’s turf.”
on campus beOther
stucause we are an umbrella or- dents are eager for another
ganization for the entire Jew- avenue to learn about their
ish population at GW,” said Jewish faith.
junior Josh Abrams, president
“I’m involved in Hillel,
of the Jewish Students Asso- but I’m interested in explorciation.
ing all my Jewish options,”

said freshman Alex Wartman.
Steiner said the difference
between Chabad and Hillel is
a “matter of style.”
Rob Fishman, executive director of Hillel at GW, agreed
with Steiner.
“We use different methods to achieve the same goal:
supporting Jewish students
on campus,” Fishman said.
“There is enough room on this
campus for us both, but at the
same time, it is sensitive.”
Chabad GW is currently
located at the intersection
of 22nd and N streets in the
Steiners’ apartment, but there
are plans to move into a much
larger facility on or near campus within the next year.
Current programs are
limited to dinners and study
groups with about 15 students
at a time. In the last several
weeks, however, Steiner said
at least 100 students have attended some type of Jewish
program at his apartment. 

Members of Greek-letter
life make up 20 percent of
the student body, but they account for more than half of the
current Unity Ball ticket sales,
co-sponsors and SA members
said. Peltz said that since the
Unity Ball will be used to kick
off this year ’s Greek Week, sororities and fraternities would
get team points based on the
percentage of members that
buy tickets and attend.
“There are a lot more resources for spreading the
word about the gala within
the Greek community, and so
I do think there will be a disproportionate number,” Peltz
said. “However, this will not
effect our non-Greek inten-

at Tuesday’s senate meeting,
said the SA president would
have had a hard time selling
out tickets without associating the ball with Greek-letter
life.
“Of course it will be disproportionately Greek. And
of course that defeats the
purpose of unity,” Dobson, a
sophomore, said. “Vishal was
faced with a bad choice. If he
didn’t link it to Greek Week,
he won’t get tons of people. If
he does, it’s not a true unity
event.”
Dobson, a member of
Sigma Chi fraternity, said he
would be attending the event
despite his objections to the
overall cost. 

tions of the gala: to celebrate
multicultural
organizations
and to unify the spirit of the
school.”
Aswani said he hoped the
Unity Ball would someday replace individual semiformals
hosted by student organizations.
“During the course of my
campaign students asked me
what I was going to do to
make sure that we diverse
groups don’t just coexist
on campus, but interact,”
Aswani wrote in an e-mail.
“This ball is my end of the
bargain.”
SA Sen. Logan Dobson
(CCAS-U), who asked Aswani
about the Unity Ball’s budget
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Artist Peter Max designed this original image for The Hatchet.

From pop to politics and back
Sixties artist Peter Max showcases work this weekend

(ISLAND)

Eleven tracks taking the
British inner monologue
to shockingly average
heights!
–Amanda Pacitti

High School
Musical 3
Now Or Never
(Single)
(DISNEY)

These two youngsters
harmonize in a resplendent ballad that celebrates true (high school) love. Their off-screen
chemistry translates perfectly to music! But will
Troy and Gabriella’s love survive the trials and
tribulations of a senior year on the big screen?
–Ani Mamourian

Fucked Up
The Chemistry
Common Life

HatchetArts

of

(MATADOR)

by Chloe Popescu
Hatchet Reporter
While the name Peter Max may leave
some members of our generation scratching
their heads, the rest of the world knows Max
as one of the most successful psychedelic artists of the 1960s and ‘70s.
He has exhibited over 80 one-man museum shows in the last 25 years. He has
painted for Presidents Ford, Carter, Reagan
and Clinton, to name a few. He was responsible for the 1980 renovation of the Statue of
Liberty – and for an original Peter Max plane
designed for Continental Airlines. His most
recent collection, “POP to Patriotism,” will
be on display this Saturday, Oct. 25 in Virginia at the Wentworth Gallery at both the
Fashion Centre at Pentagon City and Tysons
Galleria.
Max’s initial success in the art world led
him to partner up with large corporations
and license his work. He was one of the first
of his time to bank on mass consumerism and
engage with art as a commercial product.
Like any artist, the 71-year-old says his
life is all about creativity.
“My biggest inspiration comes from the

ability to do,” he said. “I surround myself
with a creative environment.”
“I can’t wait to get (to my studio) in the
morning, and at night I hate to leave,” he
said, adding that he keeps inspired by periodically switching between listening to jazz
and rock every two days.
“My favorite piece is always the one I’m
working on. Whether it’s a five-five drawing
or large-scale painting, I love them both the
same,” he said.
Max was born in Berlin. His family fled
Nazi Germany before settling in China, Tibet, India, South Africa, Italy, Israel and finally in Brooklyn, N.Y. Max attended art
school in Manhattan where he said success
found him.
“I came out of art school and became immensely popular and successful in a short
amount of time,” he said. “Literally, before
I knew it I was on Johnny Carson and Ed
Sullivan and Life magazine was putting me
on their cover with an eight-page spread.
This was all within two years, and I had no
clue why it happened. It was surprising and
shocking to me.”
Not long after his success with brightly
colored pop pieces, large corporations found

Max and his “cosmic period” was adapted to
graphics.
At the time, the idea of commercial art
seemed like a contradiction in terms. As a
young artist, Max confronted this notion
head-on – making alarm clocks, neckties and
mugs.
By the age of 25, his work earned him a
billion dollars.
“I think today you can achieve both types
of success. The media is so everywhere that
something commercial is just part of that,”
he said.
By 1971, Max stopped licensing his art
and returned to creating portraits – from
Sharon Stone to 40 portraits of Mikhail Gorbachev, which he called “40 Gorbys.”
Since his pop art success, Max worked on
what is now called neo-expressionism: art inspired by nature with intensified colors.
For his next artistic endeavor, he is focusing on creating animated movies, which
should be completed by the end of next
year.
“POP to Patriotism” will be on display
Oct. 25 at the Fashion Centre at Pentagon
City from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. and Tysons Galleria from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

14th Grade performs ‘The Seagull’
by Amanda Pacitti
Arts Editor

The band with the unprintable name has released yet
another groundbreaking
record. Flutes – and track
upon track of overdubs – in no way compromise
this ferocious hardcore punk album. That’s fucked
up in the best way.
–Jon Robinson

Britney Spears
Womanizer (Single)
(JIVE)

In what will undoubtedly
be
Britney
Spears’ magnum opus
from her yet-to-bereleased album “Circus,” Spears warns, “Boy,
don’t try to front.” K. Fed, you hear that?
–Emily Katz

Aude White/Hatchet photographer

Nancy Barry performs as Nina in ‘The Seagull’
with the 14th Grade Players this weekend.

For Jessica Creane, realizing an artistic vision meant going as far as bringing live sod
into the Lisner downstage.
This weekend marks the release of “The
Seagull,” a four-act play by Russian playwright Anton Chekhov. Creane, a senior majoring in political communication and creative
writing, chose to direct the show for the 14th
Grade Players after seeing it performed in London, where she traveled the summer after her
freshman year. She said the play demanded
intense character study from the seven-person
cast, especially because some of the most dramatic moments of the show happen offstage.
“The actors have to fill in the gaps,” she
said, citing the two-year time gap the play
leaves between the third and fourth act. “It’s
an incredibly complex play,” she added,
speaking to the minimalist sense of the work.
Creane worked with a translation of the
play by Martin Crimp, which she herself edited further. She said this weekend marks the
first-ever performance of this version of the
show.
“This play just humanizes everyone in a
way other translations I read have not,” she
said. “Everything we’ve done in the show with

DistrictMixtape

D.C. Metro Workers

Hatchet Arts asked Foggy Bottom Metro station
managers William Weathers and Darryl Crawford to
choose their ultimate tracks for a playlist. Provided
are 10 songs they considered worthy.

acting highlights the cast and characters.”
She said two sets – an interior and exterior – were created for the show. The exterior
set includes a makeshift Russian countryside
– constructed of live sod grass.
“I’m all about the sensuous experience of
a play. I want you to smell what the characters
smell,” she said, emphasizing that she took
this step to create an experience as vivid for
the audience as possible.
She said performing in the downstage, a
100-seat blackbox theater in the basement of
Lisner Auditorium, was ideal for the sense of
intimacy it offers. “It’s like a puzzle,” she said
of constructing sets for the blackbox. “It allows
you to do anything.”
This weekend marks Creane’s second experience directing a show for the 14th Grade
Players. She directed “Sexual Perversity in
Chicago” two years ago. She has also acted in
student theater productions. Now working as
a director, she is enthusiastic about the quality
of her cast.
“The actors have brought so many ideas.
Every time I ask them to keep surprising me
they do,” she said.
“The Seagull” will be performed at the
Lisner downstage this Thursday and Saturday
at 8 p.m, and this Friday at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Tickets are $5 at the door. 

1. Hiroshima – Why Can’t I Love You
2. Al Green – Let’s Stay Together
3. The Isley Brothers – Summer Breeze
4. Musiq Soulchild – Love
5. Christopher Williams – I’m Dreamin’

6. The Temptations – I Wish It Would Rain
7. War – The World is a Ghetto
8. Stevie Wonder – My Cherie Amour
9. Earth, Wind & Fire – Evolution Orange
10. Robin Thicke – Lost Without You
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FiveTen
TenTwenty

A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

If you have
See “The Seagull,” a play by Anton Chekhov, performed by the
14th Grade Players this Thursday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and
Friday at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

$5
$10

If you have

Oh, Canada! Catch indie
trio Born Ruffians at the
Rock and Roll Hotel Friday,
Oct. 24.

If you have
Head to the Black Cat
this Saturday, Oct. 25
to see indie chanteuse
Mirah and Vancouverbased No Kids.

$20

Arts

Festival brings independent filmmakers
by Colleen Beagen
Hatchet Reporter
The Vassar Film Fest, held at the
Jack Morton Auditorium last Saturday, Oct. 15, boasted a variety of independent films that covered topics
ranging from human trafficking and
AIDS in India to spoofing modern
paranoia about public safety.
The event, organized by the Vassar Club of Washington D.C., showcased five films, two of which were
made by Vassar graduates.
“Students need to publicly display (their work). The interaction
makes them stronger,” said La Fleur
Paysour, the program co-producer
and master of ceremonies.
“The students are trained to be
sensitive to what’s happening in the
world and find a way to describe
what is happening in a powerful
way,” Paysour said.
The films were followed by
question and answer sessions with
the film’s director and technical contributors.
The first film, “Sita, a Girl from
Jambu,” directed by Vassar professor Kathleen Man, was a hybrid
documentary-fiction film exploring

trafficking of young girls from rural
Nepal into cities. Man said she was
inspired by a street play written and
performed by girls in Nepal, and she
spliced footage of their performance
to tell the story of Sita, a young girl
sold into sexual slavery. She said
the street play brought “awareness
of human trafficking and AIDS to
their community to empower those
at risk.”
“If You See Something, Say
Something,” a satirical analysis of
the escalation of the war on terror
and the repercussions of paranoia,
was a surprise showing for director
and recent graduate Clyde Folley.
“I actually didn’t know it was
being shown here until a friend
asked me about it last week,” Folley
admitted.
“Fades with Age” directors Seth
Roger Cuddeback and Aaron Naar
characterized their film as an exploration of “an elderly man struggling
to connect with his son and grandson in an increasingly fast-paced
world.”
“You never know how the audience will react so we have to be prepared for anything in the question
and answer period. There seems to

be an age threshold for patience and
appreciation of pacing,” Naar said of
response to his film.
The afternoon got a shot of
adrenaline from “Sympathetic Details,” an assassin thriller that more
deeply evaluated morality in the face
of mortality. Written and directed by
Ben Busch – who recently appeared
on the HBO series “The Wire” – the
film was released at 37 festivals domestically and internationally.
Busch said his $50,000 budget
forced him to shorten the script from
90 minutes to 57 minutes.
“It’s missing the nuances and
character development,” Busch said
of the truncated version. He emphasized that this version of the film
is an unfinished product and that
once he secures another $100,000 he
would like to produce a film from
the original script.
“So if anyone would like to contribute,” he said, teasing the audience.
Still, of all the films released at
the festival, “Sympathetic Details”
had the largest production budget.
Other works faced similar budgeting issues.
“Fades with Age” stretched their

$2,500 budget by using Vassar’s
alumni network to ask for contributions, both in money and filming
locations.
“The office scene was shot on
a Saturday in an alumni building.
There was an enormous amount of
trust,” Cuddeback said.
“You have to be crafty with
funding and make that dollar go as
far as it possibly can,” Folley said of
working with a $600 budget.
Busch explained why he chose
to release his film independently.
“Having the resources of a major
studio would be nice but I couldn’t
sacrifice creative control. (“Sympathetic Details”) doesn’t have a happy
end, but it's real; studio executives
would want to change it for product
appeal,” he said.
“The collection here has a multinational theme. We want to challenge the assumptions we make
about daily life by looking at how
different the day-to-day issues are
in a different part of the world,” said
Alan Dubow, a Vassar alumnus who
attended the screening.
The annual festival’s proceeds
benefit the Vassar Club of Washington D.C and its scholarship funds. 
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Univ. creates green office
Office of Sustainability
will help coordinate GW
environmental initiatives

CRIME LOG
Theft
10/15/08 – Lerner Health
and Wellness Center –
case closed
A student told University
Police Department officers that he locked his
belongings in a locker
and some of his property
had disappeared when
he returned. The officers
checked other lockers for
his property and found
his duffle bag, but not his
wallet or cash.
No suspects or witnesses

by Husna Kazmir
Hatchet Staff Writer
The University recently established an Office of Sustainability to
promote environmentally friendly
initiatives at GW based on a recommendation from last year’s task
force on sustainability.
The Office of Sustainability
will be used to coordinate the University’s environmentally friendly
efforts, University President Steven Knapp said.
“The aim is to create an office
that can serve as an operational
umbrella to coordinate the many
activities in sustainability going on
at GW,” Knapp wrote in an e-mail.
“From procurement to environmental management to new construction projects, the idea was to
create a go-to office. This office will
also coordinate with the academic
groups working on a parallel track
to create new opportunities in research and new courses in this key
area.”
University spokeswoman Tracy Schario said the office will focus
on business and operational issues
– especially moving GW toward
carbon neutrality – but academic
and student life initiatives will also
play a role.
“The biggest initiative that the
office is going to be doing out of the
box is overseeing the Greenhouse
Gas Inventory which we have to
complete within a year, and then
we have two years to create a carbon neutrality plan,” Schario said.
The timeline is dictated by The
American College and University
Presidents Climate Commitment,
which Knapp signed in the spring,
she said.
The office is currently conducting a search for a director, Schario
said.
“Ideally, you’re looking for
someone who has both the managerial as well as subject matter
expertise to be able to move forward,” she said. “It’s a new field so
there are a lot of opportunities.”
Schario said completing many
of the goals will not happen overnight, including the calculation of
the University’s carbon footprint.
“The first batch of schools
who signed the Presidents Climate Commitment had their green
house gas emission inventories
due in September and not all of
them have completed it,” Schario
said.
She added that there are many
aspects to consider when calculat-
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10/15/08 – Lisner Hall –
10:30 a.m. – case closed
A staff member reported
to UPD that she left her
office unlocked and went
to teach a class. When
she returned, she noticed
that her wallet was missing and she later found
unauthorized charges on
her credit cards.
No suspects or witnesses
10/16/08 – Ivory Tower –
8:05 p.m. – open case
A female student was in
Ivory Tower and left her
wallet unattended after
leaving to use the bathroom. When she returned,
the wallet was missing.
Case open
Assault
Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Josh Lasky, a graduate student, is the only person currently
working in the recently created Office of Sustainability.
ing the carbon footprint of a large
school.
“It’s really daunting. I mean,
how do you calculate your footprint when you’ve got commuter
students, students who live here,
faculty and staff, you have all these
events on campus. Do you count
the visitors? How do you account
for students’ carbon footprints
when they travel by airplane
home?” said Schario, noting that
there is little precedent for tackling these questions and that the
University already has a facilities
group working on the issue.
Presidential Administrative
Fellow Josh Lasky, a graduate student, is the only person currently
working in the Office of Sustainability. He said the office has several immediate objectives it must
accomplish before it can start making a significant changes in sustainability at GW.
“In the short term, the Office of
Sustainability is focused on meet-

ing with a broad range of stakeholders throughout the University
including student, faculty, staff,
alumni, and community groups;
managing our responsibilities to
the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment; and successfully recruiting a director,” Lasky wrote in an
e-mail.
“In the long term, the Office
of Sustainability is dedicated to elevating GW’s sustainability efforts
so that the University can achieve
leadership among its peers,” he
added.
Though the office will mainly
work with the business and administration aspect of sustainability, students are encouraged to get
involved.
Lasky said, “We must also facilitate and utilize the enthusiasm
by student groups to form lasting
collaborative initiatives that involve a wide array of University
stakeholders." 

Good under the covers?
Can you write about it?
We want to hear all the juicy details.
Now seeking sex columnist.
“Up” for the challenge? Make your move by e-mailing features@gwhatchet.com

10/16/08 – Thurston
Hall – 1:15 a.m. – case
closed
Two friends, one male and

one female, got into an
argument before one of
the individuals physically
grabbed the other.
Referred to Student
Judicial Services
Liquor Law Violation
10/16/08 – Thurston
Hall – 4:09 a.m. – case
closed
UPD officers noticed an
individual walking into
Thurston who was visibly
intoxicated. The person
was not affiliated with the
University but was being
escorted by a GW student. The individual was
transported to the GW
Hospital.
Individual barred from
campus
10/19/08 – Thurston
Hall – 1:30 a.m. – case
closed
Officers responded to a
noise complaint in the
residence hall and found
alcohol in plain sight upon
entering the room. Six
male students were in the
room and none needed
medical attention. The alcohol was disposed of on
the scene.
Referred to SJS
Destruction
10/16/08 –Academic
Center garage – 10:13
a.m. – open case
An individual broke the
entrance gate arm going
into the garage. UPD is
investigating the incident
using security camera

| B3

footage.
Case open
Drug Law Violation
10/18/08 – Ivory Tower –
1 a.m. – case closed
While on patrol in Ivory Tower, a UPD officer
smelled marijuana in the
hallway. After identifying the room, the officer
called the community director who conducted an
administrative search. Six
students were present
and 3.9 grams of marijuana and drug paraphernalia
were confiscated.
Referred to SJS
10/19/08 – Francis Scott
Key Hall – 11:30 p.m. –
case closed
UPD received a complaint
of a suspicious odor in
FSK Hall that was identified as marijuana. Officers
contacted the community
director who performed
an administrative search.
UPD confiscated alcohol
and drugs including 0.4
grams of marijuana.
Referred to SJS
Harassment
10/19/08 – Off campus –
3:30 a.m. – case closed
Six females were off campus when an unknown
individual began verbally
harassing them. The females contacted UPD,
who escorted them back
to campus.
No identifiable subjects
–Compiled by Lara Gori

You don't get breaking news e-mails?
How sad.

E-mail www.gwhatchet.com to
sign up.
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Council candidates address Foggy Bottom ANC
Republican hopes to unseat Democratic incumbent
by Nick Marell
Hatchet Staff Writer
Two candidates vying for
a D.C. City Council seat made
appearances at the Advisory
Neighborhood
Commission
meeting Wednesday night at St.
Stephen-Martyr Church. Only
one was there to talk about the
election, however.
Councilman Jack Evans
(D-Ward 2) and Christina Culver (R) attended at last night’s
meeting for two very different
purposes.
Evans, the incumbent, came
to update residents about the
state of the local economy and
public safety issues. Culver was
there to campaign for a seat
that has never been won by a
Republican.
Evans recently won the
Democratic primary against
GW alumnus Cary Silverman.
Silverman said in his campaign
that Evans is detached from
neighborhood concerns, and
Evans said on Wednesday that
he will begin to regularly attend their ANC meetings.
Culver began her address
Gaetano Lannacco/Hatchet photographer by touting her small-town, MidD.C. Councilman Jack Evans (D-Ward 2) speaks to the Advisory Neighborhood Committee meet- west roots as inspiration for her
campaign to bring a new sense
ing at St. Stephen-Martyr Church Wednesday night.
of community to the District.

Her announcement that she
was there to usurp Evans’ seat
was an abrupt shift from Evan’s
nonpartisan speech.
Culver promised to bring
small-town values back to a city
that was recently shocked by a
$40 million dollar tax scandal, in
which a mid-level manager and
nine accomplices stole nearly
$50 million in taxpayer money.
Evans has been the chair of the
finance and revenue committee
for the past 10 years.
“I believe in a sense of community,” said Culver. “I believe
in a neighborhood that is not
just about bright lights.”
Culver comes from Lawrence, Kan., where she was a
Sunday school teacher and a
lawyer. She arrived in D.C. 20
years ago to intern with Sen.
Bob Dole and later worked for
the Department of Education.
But she faces a steep uphill
battle in a city where 75 percent
of voters are registered Democrats.
Both Evans and Culver
touched on the recent economic
crisis at the meeting.
Evans reported on the $130
million loss the city suffered in
the recent financial crisis. He
said the city’s budget was still
relatively secure, compared to

the $1 billion shortfall facing cities in Maryland and Virginia.
Culver’s solution for the faltering D.C. economy centered
around encouraging expansion
of small businesses and the
technology sector within the
city.
“This is the worst entrepreneurial city in the country. It
is the toughest place to open a
small business,” said Culver,
who championed technological
upgrades and greater transparency as means to bolster D.C.’s
economy.
Evans also discussed the
public safety concerns in Foggy
Bottom, especially with Halloween and Election Day in the
coming weeks. He promised a
strong police presence in what
he called “ground central for
Halloween,” a nod to the numerous events held on Wisconsin Avenue in Georgetown.
Evans said the upcoming
election will be an exciting experience for the city.
“I am predicting a big
Obama victory, and I expect
there will be a lot of celebration
in the city," he said.
Near the end of the evening,
Evans left for another engagement, but Culver remained until the it concluded. 

New GI bill gives veterans more resources for college
Legislation funds
books, board
and tuition
by Madeleine O’Connor
Hatchet Reporter
A bill passed this summer by
Congress offers veterans more
resources to pay for their college
educations, alleviating a problem that has been exacerbated by
the number of soldiers returning
home from Iraq.
The Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008,
also known as “The New GI Bill,”
offers separate funds for tuition,
board and books to veterans entering higher education institu-

tions. The bill – which will not
go into effect until August 2009
– replaces the 1944 Montgomery
GI Bill, which awarded a flat,
monthly stipend to veterans for a
college education.
Although veterans will still
have the option to receive the
former bill’s benefits, many GW
veterans said the new bill is far
more useful.
“You can’t really compare the
two,” said senior Wade Spann,
an Iraq veteran and the president
of GWU Veterans. “The new one
blows the old one out of the water. There’s no real benefit to having the old one.”
Under the post-9/11 bill,
veterans receive $1,000 annually
for books and school supplies.
Monthly funds for housing depend on the average cost of living
near the school, which amounts

to about $1,855 in Foggy Bottom,
according to the Department of
Defense.
“The key thing for the new
GI bill I’d say is the monthly stipend,” Spann said. “I mean, that’s
helping guys out hugely because
they can focus on school now.”
In terms of tuition money, the
government will grant no more
than the cost of the most expensive public institution of higher
education in the veteran’s state.
In D.C., the most expensive public university is the University of
the District of Columbia, where
the highest tuition is $4,180 per
semester.
To compensate for the more
expensive tuition of private
schools, the bill establishes a
“Yellow Ribbon” program that
matches any money that a university contributes towards a vet-

eran’s education. GW does not
“I think it’s really good for
participate in the program.
those who are going to be able to
“Our big push is to get that use it,” said junior Tim Kauffman,
going,”
Spann
who
served
said.
four years in
The program,
the Marines.
however, could
The
old
“The
new
one
blows
cost GW millions
bill, however,
of dollars, he
the old one out of the is still a better
said.
choice for some
“We underwater. There’s no real veterans.
stand that it does
If the old
benefit to having the
take time because
bill’s
single,
they have to look
standard
old one.”
at it financially,”
monthly
stihe said.
pend covered
But
even
covers a vetWADE SPANN
without the Yeleran’s housing
GWU
VETERANS
PRESIDENT
low Ribbon proand educationgram, veterans
al costs, he or
said the postshe could have
9/11 bill is a betmoney
left
ter fit for GW due to the high cost over since the stipend is paid diof living in the District.
rectly to the veteran. In contrast,

the post-9/11 bill pays tuition
money to the school.
“When I collected my old GI
bill, I collected $1,900 a month,
which is a good amount of money
when I was going to community
college,” Spann said.
While the Montgomery GI
Bill’s stipend did not cover rent in
some areas, it could still be more
beneficial than the post-9/11 bill
in some rural areas where the cost
of living is lower, said Veterans of
Foreign Wars Deputy Legislative
Director Eric Hilleman. The old
bill could also benefit veterans
attending school part-time who
only qualify for some benefits of
the new bill.
But for the majority of veterans, their decision is clear.
“The bulk of them will be
better off under the new GI bill,”
Hilleman said. 
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

GWMARKETPLACE
EGG DONORS
NEEDED

!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training

We are seeking intelligent,
attractive, non-smoking
women between the ages
of 21-29 who are physically fit and maintaining a
healthy lifestyle. $10,000
plus all expenses. If you
have a desire to help an
infertile family please contact us.
Email: darlene@aperfectmatch.com
1-800-264-8828 www.
aperfectmatch.com
Perfectly matching donors
with families since 1998

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.

Internship/paid. Wanted: Aggressive,
outgoing go-getter to work with
Senior Vice President at Wachovia
Securities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.

Vice-President, 301-961-0131.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25
words, and $.30 per word beyond
that.

TWO PAID INTERNSHIPS WITH U.S.
CENSUS BEREAU FOR JUNIOR/
SENIOR UNDERGRADUATES IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE: Position
activities: computer algorithm
dvelopment; checking mathematical and statistical details; creating
databases, and making use of statistical software. Desired knowledge
of programming languages such as
C, C+, and Java; also knowledge of
statistical software such as SAS, S+,
R, etc. Send resume and transcrip(s)
to tommy.wright@census.gove by
Friday, October 31, 2008. U.S. citizenship is required.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard,
American Express and Discover, as
well as cash and check through our
office.

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

The GW Hatchet is seeking a
talented, efficient and creative
designer to work with our advertising team. Create ads for our
clients and marketing materials for
The Hatchet. Must be proficient in
InDesign, Photoshop or other Adobe
products. Excellent opportunity for
advancement within the office. This
is a great opportunity for someone
looking for professional design
experience or to build a portfolio.
Email Anna Flatow at aflatow@

JOBS

Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

All classifieds should be placed online.
If you cannot access the internet, ads
may be placed via email, fax or in
person at our office. An extra fee
may apply.

The GW Hatchet

gwhatchet.com.

SERVICES
UNWANTED PREGNANCY? Loving,
financially-stable, well-educated
couple in Arlington looking to adopt.
Contact: naomichandra@hotmail.
com or 703-362-9875.

STUDENT HOUSING

Free Classifieds!
Students, faculty and staff, place your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Fifth stroke,
often
5 Tatter
8 Shoeboy’s
offering
14 Tony player on
“NYPD Blue”
15 Home of the
Clearwater Mtns.
16 Not necessarily
rejecting
17 Draws
19 Edberg who won
two Wimbledons
20 1972 musical
with the song
“Summer Nights”
22 Actress Graff
23 Ancient Romans’
attire
26 Draws
28 Graduate
30 “Isn’t ___ bit like
you and me?”
(Beatles lyric)
31 Retired barrier
breaker, for short
32 Law or medicine,
e.g.

33 Sole support
34 Weight
35 Awakens
37 Sermonizer in
France
41 Tiant in the Red
Sox Hall of
Fame
42 Angiogram sight
44 Pollen holder
47 Porter, e.g.
48 Pest eradicator
49 Draws
52 Having steam
come out the
ears, say
53 W.W. II blockade
enforcer
54 Old Athenian ally
against Persia
56 What fools do,
per an adage
58 Draws
62 ___ Green,
Scottish town
famous for
runaway
weddings

63 Head lines, in
brief?
64 What may
ensure the show
goes on?
65 Annapolis
graduate
66 Gridiron stat.
67 Hightailed it

Down
1 By means of
2 “What’s the
___?”
3 Middle X, say
4 Draws
5 Rather smelly
6 Attaché
attachments
7 Hardly in
8 Like some poles:
Abbr.
9 Kind of scanner
10 Female
companion in
“Doctor Who”
11 Draws
12 Politicians take
them
13 Square
18 Papas of “Zorba
the Greek”
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
21 One on it may
MB A I NM I B CO O AM L A AH MA O T HH OE W
be out of it
EA NM OO L U AR C N A AN VO AN L R OO DM E 23 Sonora snack
MH OU TM EM T I N C GR BA I M RS D O LR I A D 2
24 “The Good
O NS AA M CO R AU I S S AE MA L RO YN EG S 2
Earth” mother
S AE H L AMR S A RP OR BO OP TS
2 25 Wise one
A I RT AS RR A E T A L L S YO TA I R M E H E
RM ER B I E S L T I ON EO R BE AC RO EN D 2 27 Board with a
couple of seats
EP EA LR L U HG E N AU DT SS
A RV AA G 2
AE LD EG CA R N O E P L A LN A FM OE RS E 29 Villainess in
“The Little
L E A AR MN U E R D T HC EO WV OE RR DT S
Mermaid”
A P L R I E A S N A T R LO EW EE RL
33 1961 Elvis hit
I J LO L A BD E A D R YO EU N VD E SA TR AR
“___ Latest
NO EO AH T G B E OON RE G EA BR UT R I NE S
Flame”
EW RP NA UM L AN N A I R A Y I I RE AL TD E 36 Supermodel
Z L OS OD P T E R A E L KS S S TO ER PE ES E
Cheryl

1

2

3

4

5

14

6

7

18

24

25

26

11

12

13

39

40

22
27

29

30

32

31

33

34

35

36

37

41
44

10

19
21

28

9

16

20
23

8

15

17

No. 0925

45

46

49

42

47

43

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at

48

50

51

53
56

38

54
57

52
55

58

59

62

63

64

65

66

67

60

61

Puzzle by Victor Fleming

37 Draws
38 Key letter
39 Harte of fiction
40 Brontë heroine
41 Kind of
impression
43 John ___, Doris
Day’s co-star in
“The Pajama
Game”

44 Poinsettia’s
family

51 It’s news in
sports

45 The Tigers of the
Southeastern
Conference
46 Draws
48 Took a twisty
path
50 Emmy winner
Christine

55 Rules, for short
57 A Bobbsey twin
59 Turning point?
60 When day is
done, briefly
61 This may be
sold by the yard

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Alex Byers – Asst. Sports Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)

Time running out for water polo team
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
It’s been a bad run for the GW
men’s water polo team.
The Colonials fell to Johns
Hopkins 11-8 at the Smith Center
on Tuesday, adding another loss to
their 7-17 record. The team’s final
home game was a sad look at the
final stages of a season that held
much potential.
They began this year ranked 18th
in the nation, with an experienced
team and an optimistic shot at the
NCAA Final Four, reached only by
winning the Eastern Championships.
“The season overall has not
been what we envisioned by any
means,” coach Scott Reed said.
“We figured we’d have a lot more
wins, that we would be not struggling with the problems that we
have right now because the majority of the team did return.”
It doesn’t help that David Zenk,
the program’s first All-American
selection, has missed much of the
season with a broken hand.
“It’s always tough when you
lose one of your best players in
David Zenk but I think that we’re
starting to figure out how to play
without him,” freshman goalie
Alex Sotolongo said. “We’re starting to pick things up; it’s just the
defense isn’t always there.”
Though Tuesday’s game was
close through the first three quarters, Johns Hopkins pulled away to
take the game by three goals.
The match-up left a Johns Hopkins player in the hospital and a

GW player ejected from the game
for an intentional kick in the fourth
quarter, a move that gave Johns
Hopkins a penalty shot, the ball
and ultimately the game.
“Johns Hopkins is a very physical team and you have to really
keep your composure throughout
the entire game in order to actually
win,” senior Sergei Shev said. “I
think we lost our concentration and
our focus. Hopkins is really good
at getting you out of your mindset.
They played pretty brutally. It gets
you out of your mindset for winning the game.”
This season’s problem hasn’t
been the skill level of the players,
Reed said. Sophomore Nick Yeager and senior Nick Eddy are both
consistent scorers, and Eddy has
173 career goals, the ninth-highest
in program history. Sotolongo was
named Collegiate Water Polo Association Rookie of the Week in
September. The problem has been
in how they work together.
“Nick Eddy’s been really carrying a load on the offensive end.
Now the problem is we tend to just
sit and watch him instead of continuing onwards. It’s kind of like
the Michael Jordan effect,” Reed
said. “Everyone wants to watch instead of realizing they have to start
playing. You just can’t sit around
and watch.”
With the season’s end rapidly
approaching, the team does not
have much more time to make that
realization. If they do, however, it
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer
could mean a successful end to an Sophomore driver Nick Yeager fights for the ball during GW's 11-8 home finale loss to Johns Hopkins Tuesday at the Smith Center.
otherwise disappointing season.  With two games left before the postseason, GW is running out time to turn their season around.

Bball recruit puts his faith in GW

Getting to know Kinley Branch

Georgia swingman is first men's basketball commitment this season

Name: Kinley Branch

Until recently, high school
senior Kinley Branch had never even heard of GW. Though
the Stone Mountain, Ga., native still hasn’t visited Foggy
Bottom, he’ll be spending a
lot of time here next year as
part of GW’s men’s basketball
team, where the 6-5 guardforward recently verbally
committed.
Branch is GW’s first commitment this year, with two
more expected later in the
year.
He has not made the trip
up to Washington yet, but he
went with the opinion of a
well-trusted source: his mother.
“My mom went up there
for a visit,” Branch said in

a phone interview Tuesday.
“She was saying how it was a
great school and it would be
a perfect fit for me for basketball and my education.”
The self-described “slasher” and aspiring engineer
said he plans to see his future team in action twice this
fall. His first visit to campus
is scheduled to coincide with
GW’s home opener against
Binghamton, and he said he
also plans to attend the team’s
Nov. 22 trip to Auburn.
Such trips should help increase his familiarity with a
school he said he knew nothing of before his coach brought
it up to him. Since then, he has
met head coach Karl Hobbs
and assistants Greg Collucci
and Darrell Brooks, the latter
of whom he said he speaks
with on a regular basis.

“I’m excited with the
staff,” Branch said, noting
that assistant coach Roland
Houston is the only coach he
hasn't met yet.
The decision to attend GW
came recently for Branch, who
had been contacted by a number of other schools during
the recruiting process. Among
them were major programs like
Tennessee, Wisconsin, Georgia
and South Carolina, as well
as Wofford, Georgia State and
Princeton. He said GW joined
the fray relatively late, but past
successes enjoyed by Hobbs
and the program helped guide
his decision.
“I know coach Hobbs recruited Rip Hamilton and Ray
Allen,” Branch said, referring
to Hobbs’s time as an assistant at Connecticut. “He’s a
good guard coach, one of the

best guard coaches.”
Branch is getting a head
start learning Hobbs’ offense,
as new Stone Mountain head
coach Andrew Sullivan has
installed the same system for
his team this season. Branch
said he hopes it will help his
team break a streak of state
quarterfinal exits and enjoy a
deeper tournament run.
“We always make it to
the Elite Eight, but we can’t
get over that hump,” he said.
“This year I’m planning to
get to the final two.”
With seniors Rob Diggs,
Noel Wilmore and Wynton
Witherspoon in their final
year of eligibility, Branch will
be needed to provide athleticism for next year ’s squad.
By then, he should be much
more familiar with his surroundings. 

Position: Guard-forward
Height: 6-foot-5
Weight: 205 pounds
GW class: 2013
Hometown: Stone Mountain, Ga.
High School: Stone Mountain High School

“

“

by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer

(My mom) was saying how it was
a great school and it would be a
perfect fit for me for basketball
and my education.

Club team brings out more fans
from p. A1

More
cheering
equals
better
play for
hockey
squad
Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

ers on the team that have
brought out an increased
number of fans to each
game. If players are involved in other campus organizations, like a fraternity
or religious organization,
word of mouth can spread
and bring more followers to
each game.
Of course, it probably
hasn’t hurt that the Colonials have been putting on
a pretty good show for their
fans over the past couple
of years. The team has won
its conference in two of the
past three seasons, Denise
said, and sits at 3-1 so far
this season.
“I think it helps that
we’re doing well,” he said.
“My first year we started
out 13-0. So we’re doing
better, we’re telling people

about it and we’re having
fun with it.”
And if more support
isn’t a product of the solid
performance on the ice,
maybe it’s what is causing
GW’s stellar play. It was
GW’s fans that kept the Colonials in the game against a
stronger Georgetown squad
three weeks ago, Moynihan
said.
“For the first two periods they carried us. We were
leading 2-1 going into the
third period against a better
team,” he said. “That really
helped us a lot. There’s no
better feeling than coming
out and having more fans
than the other team.”
GW’s next game will be
Oct. 24 against Loyola College at Fort Dupont Ice Arena. 

Sophomore forward Ben Hertz shoots during GW's 7-4 win over Old Dominion Friday in Ballston,
Va. The team's fan base has grown in recent years to coincide with the team's success.

Upcoming
Games
Check out
when and
where GW
squads will be
playing in the
near future.

Women's Soccer:
Friday, Oct. 24 at
Richmond, 7 p.m.

Men's Soccer:

Volleyball:

Friday, Oct. 24 at Rhode
Island, 7 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 24 vs. Fordham, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 26 at Massachusetts, 1 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 26 vs.
Rhode Island, 1 p.m.

