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New transcript
may include
co-curriculars

Men's basketball exhibits A-game

by Emily Cahn
Senior Staff Writer
The University is the preliminary stages of developing a new transcript for students that will list their
co-curricular activities, including internships and extracurriculars, administrators said last week.
University President Steven Knapp approved the
proposal, but it still must pass the Board of Trustees,
said Michael Akin, executive director of government
international and community affairs. The transcript,
tentatively called “GW Portfolio,” aims to reflect the
wide-ranging activities students engage in outside the
classroom and will be separate from the existing academic transcript.
“The idea is a simple one,” Akin said. “It basically
says, ‘How do you track in some sort of comprehensive
way all the various things students are involved in during their time at GW?’ ”
He said if the Board passes the proposal, students
would be able to go on the Internet and list all of the
various activities they have been involved with at GW.
The students would then receive an official GW document listing these activities.
See TRANSCRIPT, p. 6

Note-taking
service grows

by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer

by Rachel Barker
Hatchet Reporter
If you have an exam approaching this semester, a
message from GWClassNotes may be waiting in your
inbox.
The company, which was formed last year, is sending e-mails to students in select classes only hours before
scheduled tests – offering an entire semester’s notes for
75 cents a page.
“Your ANTH 001 Midterm Tomorrow,” reads one
of the subject lines of a GWClassNotes e-mail, followed
by an offer for a free sample. A link directs students to
the company’s Web site, emblazoned with their motto:
“Cause Learnin’ Ain’t Easy.”
The expanding company employs a team of student
note-takers who compile class lists from BlackBoard and
receive payment for each page of notes, said GWClassNotes CEO Josh Sacks, a junior.
The company’s president, Corey Cohen, a junior,
said several hundred students purchase materials from
the service each semester. Many of them buy multiple
sets of notes, he said, with the average customer making
2.4 purchases.

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

Above: Freshman Aaron Ware goes for a layup during his collegiate debut. Above right: Sophomore forward Xavier Alexander drives by his man.
Head coach Karl Hobbs singled out Alexander for his outstanding play.

What a difference a year can
make.
In last season’s preseason
exhibition, GW needed overtime
to escape with a narrow victory
over Division II UDC. Xavier
Alexander was a freshman seeing his first collegiate action,
with most of his contributions
coming from the unbridled energy and effort characteristic of
a newcomer, as he helped his
team struggle to put away its
opponent.
In Saturday’s 101-71 exhibition win over West Georgia,
Alexander’s intensity was certainly still there. Only this time
it translated into 18 points, 11
rebounds and five assists for the
sophomore.
“He just had a great deal
of energy. He was all over the
place,” head coach Karl Hobbs
said of the Oklahoma native.
“I like the fact that he took care
of the ball in transition and he
made great decisions with it.”
Alexander
brought
the

crowd to its feet a number of
times, including an alley-oop to
senior Wynton Witherspoon and
a wild blocked shot on a West
Georgia breakaway that sent the
ball sailing out of bounds. When
freshman Tony Taylor received
an outlet pass off a defensive rebound in the first half, he heaved
it upcourt to Alexander, who
caught it in stride and went up
strong to score on a layup and
draw the foul.
“He finished some nice plays.
Last year, oh boy, it had been an
adventure sometimes when he
had that ball coming down the
floor,” Hobbs said of Alexander.
“I just hope that consistently he
can play the way he did today,
because if he does, I think we’ll
be a hard team to deal with.”
Based on Saturday’s performance, junior Damian Hollis
could be adding to that difficulty for opponents. The 6-foot-8
forward led all scorers with 18
points, with his baskets coming
from both the outside – where he
shot four of five from beyond the
See BASKETBALL, p. 3

See NOTES, p. 6

A unifying holiday
Indian, Caribbean orgs celebrate Diwali
by Amanda Lindner
Hatchet Reporter

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Men's soccer coach George Lidster dejectedly looks toward the ground after the Colonials' 2-1
loss to St. Bonaventure Sunday. The defeat will keep GW out of the postseason.

Soccer kept out of playoffs
by Alexander Abnos
Hatchet Staff Writer
This was it. With just 30 seconds left in their final home game
against St. Bonaventure, the GW
men’s soccer team had one last
chance to even the 2-1 score line.
A draw would put them in the
A-10 tournament. A loss, and the
season was over. Even goalkeeper Matt Scheer sprinted forward,
looking for any chance to score.

But during Sunday’s Senior
Day match at the Mount Vernon Athletic Complex, even the
seniors couldn’t help the Colonials. The corner kick flew well
over senior Scheer and was easily
cleared by the Bonnies' defense.
Meanwhile, injured senior midfielder Dave Leon could only sit
and watch.
As time expired, both held
their heads in their hands.
“This is harder than I can

explain. When the whistle blew,
there were just no feelings. It just
kind of hit me, you know?” Leon
said after the game. “It’s over. Not
the way I wanted it to end.”
It all looked so good for the
Colonials (8-6-3, 4-3-2 Atlantic 10)
earlier in the weekend, with Yoni
Berhanu’s sudden-death golden
goal giving the Colonials a 3-2
win over Duquesne on Friday.
See SOCCER, p. 10

Orange flames flickered
and the aroma of Indian spices filled the air in the Marvin
Center Continental Ballroom
Saturday night as GW students from all backgrounds
sang and danced along to Bollywood beats and hip-hop fusion at the annual Diwali.
The Indian Student Association hosted its annual celebration of the Indian Festival
of Lights in collaboration with
the Caribbean Student Association. This year marked the
first time the organizations
worked together on the event
and their collaboration was
the latest effort to form connections between different
student groups, said Student
Association President Vishal
Aswani.
“Look at what you saw
tonight. You saw the partnership of the Caribbean Student Association and ISA,”
Aswani, a senior, said. “I’ve
already talked to ISA many
times and they said over and
over that this is just the start.
It just goes back to how every
organization wants to work
together.”
The collaboration also
helped promote the holiday’s
spirit of togetherness, ISA
President Komal Desai said.
“Diwali is a time to start
new, start fresh, a time to rejoice,” Desai, a senior, said.
“It’s celebrated all over the

world and it was great to have
the CSA come and perform
in celebration. We wanted to
promote the event, promote
diversity and have people
come out and enjoy the festival, the culture of India and

just have a good time.”
The event started with a
buffet of traditional Indian
appetizers and moved to a
show featuring several dance
See DIWALI, p. 6

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Students perform a dance at the Diwali festival held in the
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom on Saturday evening.
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
MONDAY
HIGH 53 | LOW 35
CAREER ADVICE & A SLICE
Listen as a variety of
employers discuss how
to make the most of your
internship or part-time
job. Business casual attire
required.
5:30 p.m.
Career Center, Room 208

TUESDAY
HIGH 54 | LOW 40
PANEL DISCUSSION ABOUT
FEMALE LEADERSHIP IN THE
NONPROFIT SECTOR
Come hear tips from several
female CEOs about how to
lead in the nonprofit sector.
RSVP to Sara at bokhari@
gwmail.gwu.edu
6 p.m.
Duques Hall, Room 552
LAST LECTURE
Attend the “last lecture” by
professor Bonnie Morris,
who will offer advice as
though it were her final discussion with students.
7 p.m.
Marvin Center Amphitheater

WEDNESDAY
HIGH 55 | LOW 46
NETWORKING NIGHT WITH GW
ALUMNI
Learn how to network and
then try it out on some of
GW’s own alumni.
6 p.m.
1918 F St.

Students turn to
Craigslist for
Inaugural Ball tickets
There are already more
than 40 listings on Craigslist
for tickets to the sold-out GW
Inaugural Ball although the
dance is still months away.
Posters looking for tickets
said they are willing to pay
hundreds of dollars for one of
the 4,000 tickets that sold out
on Election Day for $85 each.
“Looking for one ticket to
the GW Inaugural Ball - really
want to go to the Ball,” writes
one poster. “Can’t believe how
quick they sold out.”
Although a U.S. president
has never attended the GW
Inaugural Ball, the dance has
been a popular opportunity for
students, faculty and administrators to celebrate the incoming president.
A search of Craigslist
showed several posts which
declared, “Will pay any price!”
but a few ticket-hunters were
more creative in their hunt.
“Two gorgeous senior girls
are looking for boys with extra tickets to the GW Inaugural
Ball!” read one entry. “We'll get
the drinks.”
University spokeswoman
Tracy Schario said on Wednesday that the University has
created a waiting list for those
still in need of tickets and that
GW is looking into increasing
the ball’s capacity at the OmniShoreham Hotel.
“We’ll know in the next
few weeks if it’s possible to expand,” Schario said.
If the University is unable
to offer more tickets, however,
one entrepreneurial Craigslist
poster said he is willing to part
with two of his coveted tickets
for $1,000 each.
–Sarah Scire

Got tips?
E-mail
news@gwhatchet.com

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Lambda Chi Alpha
charity drive nets
four tons of food

Capitol Camp

Tyler Somes/Hatchet photographer

Demonstrators painted tents with peaceful images on the National Mall Saturday afternoon
to raise awareness about the genocide in Darfur. See video at GWHatchet.com

The Hatchet wins awards for print and online editions
One of the nation’s largest
student press organizations
presented The Hatchet with
two of its most prominent
awards last week, the first time
the paper has been recognized
for both its print and online
editions in the same year.
The Associated College
Press presented the paper
with the Online Pacemaker
and Print Pacemaker awards.
The Hatchet last received the
online award in 2006 and the
print award in 2005.
Judges select Pacemakers based on the quality of
reporting, writing, content,
design, photos, graphics
and art. The ACP praised
The Hatchet for its news and
sports coverage, use of photos and giving the reader “a
sense of place.”

“These awards are a tribute to a tireless and innovative staff that has worked
hard to put us on the cutting
edge of college journalism,”
said Hatchet Editor in Chief
Eric Roper. “Fifteen years after becoming independent,
we certainly have a lot to
show for ourselves.”
The ACP awards follow the announcement last
spring that the Society of
Professional Journalists had
named The Hatchet the best
non-daily student newspaper in the nation.
“The Hatchet is doing
an extraordinary amount of
work, producing an excellent product and adapting
where it can with very limited resources,” said Howard Marshall, The Hatchet’s

general manager.
“We also work without
an adviser, meaning that students have full responsibility to teach their skills to the
next generation,” he added.
“It gives them a real sense of
ownership.”
The Hatchet was one of
10 non-daily newspapers to
receive the print award and
five non-daily newspapers
to receive the online award.
“It is a tribute to The
Hatchet that they keep winning these awards,” said GW
professor Mike Shanahan, a
member of The Hatchet’s
Board of Directors. “The student body should be grateful
to have a hard-hitting, independent and self-sustaining
newspaper on campus.”
–Amanda Dick

Members of Lambda Chi
Alpha fraternity collected an
estimated four tons of food
this semester to benefit Capital
Area Food Bank, leaders of the
fraternity said last week.
Fraternity members have
promoted their cause on campus since the beginning of
the semester by placing boxes
for food donations in sorority houses and tabling outside
J Street twice a week. Chapter members also raised about
$1,000 in monetary donations
from their efforts at J Street.
“I’m really impressed with
the giving spirit of the GW
community,” said Will Vanderveer, Lambda Chi Alpha vice
president for external affairs.
“I’m proud that our fraternity
could be a part of the effort.”
Lambda Chi Alpha also
held a volleyball tournament on
Saturday with a number of sororities to raise more money for
their cause. Each sorority was
charged $80 to compete in the
tournament, which was won by
the Sigma Kappa sorority.
The
volleyball
tournament is not a new activity for
Lambda Chi Alpha, but they
dropped this event in past
years. Vanderveer said they decided to re-establish it this year
because it was very successful
in the past.
“This is a great event because girls are typically interested in playing volleyball over
football and it’s a great event to
have when it’s cold,” Vanderveer said.
The sorority participants
were also encouraged to donate
to the food drives to earn points
for the overall competition.
“This has been our most successful fraternity event in years,”
said Lambda Chi Alpha President David Kornreich, a senior.
All chapters of Lambda Chi
Alpha take part in food drives
as part of the North American
Food Drive.
–Julie Bailey
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UPD gets mobile Admins plan to map volunteerism
command unit Program to show
by Lara Gori
Hatchet Reporter
The University Police Department will soon deploy a mobile
command unit vehicle to help
them more effectively respond to
incidents on campus, the department chief said last week.
Mobile command units,
which are van-sized and tall
enough to stand inside, are used
by many campus police departments to house various tools
and resources in order to make
responding to incidents easier,
UPD Chief Dolores Stafford
said.
The vehicle will be operational by the middle of this week,
Stafford said. It will allow UPD
to respond to incidents more
quickly since all their necessary
equipment will be in one location.
The van was built to certain specifications to hold safety
vests, building floor plans and
a 360-degree public announcement system. UPD opted for a
van instead of the more commonly used bus because a
van does not require
drivers to obtain a
separate license
and complete
further

training.
“We decided not to choose a
bus, like many other police forces do, because it seemed to be
not compatible for our needs,”
Stafford said.
The vehicle runs on diesel
fuel, but also has an internal
power system that runs on power separate from its battery.
There is an electrical power
outlet on the side of the unit, but
UPD is waiting for the city to
sign off on charging the vehicle
at Woodhull House.
Stafford said the idea to
purchase the unit arose about
two years ago during a strategic
planning meeting. UPD then explored converting a 15-passenger van into a mobile command
unit.
Since they were unable to
find a company to convert a preexisting vehicle, UPD employed
a New Jersey company to customize a vehicle frame chosen by
the University.
Stafford said it took about
three to four months to build
the van to specifications. 

community
service areas

by Joshua Hock
Hatchet Reporter
GW students, faculty and
staff performed more than
52,000 hours of community
service in the District last
year, and University officials
are brainstorming ideas for a
database that maps such volunteerism in the area.
Administrators plan to create a comprehensive program
that will combine data to produce a map showing where
GW has engaged in community service and service learning
– which includes classroom
instruction with volunteering.
“It was almost overwhelm-

ing to see just the diversity
and number of partnerships
in the surrounding counties,”
said geography professor Lisa
Benton-Short, who is helping
develop the project. “It really
showed how the University
has a very important and significant presence in the surrounding community.”
The objective of the project
is to create a system that will
become a user-friendly, automatically updating graphical
representation of community
service, said Michael Akin,
director of international, government and community affairs.
By mapping out where GW
gives back to D.C. and making
the information readily accessible, project organizers hope
it will provide recognition for
the service work of students
and faculty. Akin said community service hours performed
by members of staff and stu-

dents last year were estimated
to equal about $1.5 million in
labor hours.
The University is also considering the implementation
of software that would help
students use the database's
information in their resumes,
he said.
The project remains just
an idea on how to improve
the “service” arm of University President Steven Knapp’s
initiatives, and its implementation is still pending review
from the Board of Trustees.
The project requires cooperation from several departments across the University,
including the Office of Community Service and the geography department. BentonShort has already completed
extensive work toward the
service mapping project’s development.
For Knapp’s inauguration, she helped lead an ef-

fort to map the community
partnerships the University
had developed. She said the
maps serve not only as an impressive monument to service
already completed, but also
identify areas where more
partnerships are needed.
Benton-Short’s mapping
revealed more than a thousand partnerships between
GW and various nonprofit organizations, federal agencies
and other service-oriented
groups.
Still, she views her prior
mapping as a “good first step."
Benton-Short said she hopes
future mapping will include
international areas where
service-learning partnerships
have already been established
by GW students and faculty.
She said service mapping
“is a way for GW to reach outward and let people know the
ways that it is interacting and
helping the community.” 

Elliott School alum becomes U.S. ambassador to NATO
A graduate of the Elliott
School of International Affairs was named the 19th U.S.
ambassador to NATO this
month.
Kurt Volker, a 1987 graduate of Elliott School’s graduate program, said he attributes much of his success to
the experiences he had while
at GW.
“I chose George Washington University for my master ’s degree because I wanted
to be in Washington, D.C.
and learn from the direct experience of professors who

had worked at senior levels
of American foreign policy,”
Volker said in a news release.
Volker could not be reached
for comment because he is in
Brussels.
The GW alumnus has
called for the modernization
of NATO to improve security,
partnerships with countries
outside the alliance, and communication between Europe
and North America.
Volker will serve as one of
25 members of the NATO alliance and will be responsible
for working with members

and representing U.S. interests.
Professor of political science and international affairs
Henry Nau said Volker ’s career in foreign service and his
ability to bring people to the
bargaining table make him
highly qualified for the position.
“He is an outstanding
example of the quality of
students and professional
leaders that we have been
successful in training and developing at the Elliott School
for many years,” he said.

Volker also served four
years as acting senior director
for European and Eurasian
Affairs on the National Security Council, where he was
directly involved in NATO
policy,
preparations
for
launching NATO operations
in Afghanistan and Iraq, and
strengthening NATO defense
capabilities.
Volker said, “It’s exciting
to get the fresh perspectives
of tomorrow’s leaders in foreign affairs.”
–Eric Thibault

Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

BASKETBALL
from p.1
the arc – and the inside, where
he drove to the hoop successfully several times.
The Colonials never appeared to have much trouble
handling their Division II opponents, opening a 30-9 lead
in the game’s first 10 minutes,
much of which was played
with standout senior forward
Rob Diggs on the bench. Ju-

nior Hermann Opoku started
in his place, but it was sophomore Joseph Katuka’s early
performance off the bench that
jump-started GW. In his first
two minutes of action, Katuka
blocked a shot, grabbed an offensive rebound and scored six
points.
“He got us off to a good
start,” Hobbs said. “He got the
quick six points and from there
on, we really started to execute
and get good looks at the basket.”
Another noteworthy inclusion in the starting lineup was

Taylor, who got the nod over
sophomore Travis King as the
latter battles back from the knee
surgery that ended his season
last year. King had nine points
and four assists in 10 minutes
of play, but Hobbs said he was
more focused on working him
up to playing speed than his
overall performance.
“The main thing for me
was to make sure that I didn’t
play him too many minutes,”
he said. “Just kind of work him
in gradually as he begins to get
his legs up under him and get
his wind and conditioning.”

The Colonials’ regular season begins next Friday with a
trip to Boston University, the
preseason favorites to win the
America East conference. Despite Saturday’s resounding
victory, Hobbs thinks his team
has its work cut out for them on
the road against a more experienced opponent.
“We’re going to play against
a seasoned team. This is a very
young basketball team,” he
said of the Colonials. “We’ve
really got to go up there and
be a lot sharper than what we
were today.” 

Dear Team Kili-Kili,
Congratulations on your
hard-fought volleyball victory
Thursday night.
Enjoy it while it lasts.
Love,
The Hatchet

Claire Autruong – Opinions Editor (cautruong@gwhatchet.com)
Diana Kugel – Contributing Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)

Don't vote on
my marriage

editorial
Rating our professors
With fall classes less than a month from being over, everyone is already busy signing up
for next semester's courses.
Wouldn't it be nice if you had known what
you were getting into for this semester in that
one class you hate? Or if you could see what
you're signing up for this spring?
Each semester, students fill out both paper
and online course evaluations, but every semester, students depend on unreliable sites like
RateMyProfessors.com for information about
classes and professors. Considering that GW
already collects data on this, it seems questionable that students should have to go anywhere
else.
The University's current course evaluation
system is outdated and should be re-evaluated
and revamped.
The registration process should be directly
linked to the results of the feedback, and the information should be presented in a systemized
and quantitative form for student access.
The evaluations should be moved entirely
online. This would provide more efficient data
collection, considering the connected nature of
today's students – not to mention that it would
help sustainability goals.
The system is currently ineffective due to
low response rates. A carrot-and-stick initiative
could increase participation. Initially, students
should be offered material incentives to fill
out the forms, as the University usually does
with surveys. But if incentives fail to produce
enough response, the evaluations should be
made mandatory through transcript holds.
Students who do not fill out the forms will not
be able to access end-of-semester grades. If students do not provide feedback for their peers to
view, the system will not work.
The feedback forms should be standardized across the University, and the data converted into easy-to-understand ratings, similar
to RateMyProfessors.com but more reliable because they would come from the actual evaluations.
An effective course evaluation system
would be a tremendous service to students
and to academics at GW. Students being able
to view comprehensive ratings will hold professors accountable, and students will take the
evaluations more seriously if they know they
can use others' feedback for their own registration purposes.
It is not a stretch to imagine that when
students go on the GWeb info system to register, the University could place the professor's overall number rating from the previous
semester next to the course. Students could
also see how often the professor has taught
that course and whether the course has been
offered before.
Peer advisers currently are supposed to fill
this role by telling other students what professors to take and when, or why to avoid certain
classes. Though they provide a valuable service, they can only give so much advice because they are limited in the scope of what they
know. Qualitative data and a collection of peer
reviews would provide better information.
The Student Association published a book
of student class feedback for over 50 years. The
book was discontinued in recent years, but
there is no reason the University cannot create a
course evaluation ratings system and database
for the 21st century.
The bottom line is that it might help you
avoid that crotchety professor so that you can
actually take courses you will enjoy. Isn't that
worth the effort from each of us?

Kudos to Bill Flanigen for his
interesting and provocative piece
on nonvoting (“I didn’t vote.
Leave me alone.” Nov. 6, p. 4).
Seeking to dispel the widely
held notion that voting is an obligatory civic duty, he makes a cogent
case in favor of those who believe
that not voting is an equally valid
– even patriotic – choice. An excellent book on the subject available
at Gelman, “Dissenting Electorate:
Those Who Refuse to Vote and the
Legitimacy of Their Opposition,”
supports his arguments.
Perhaps Mr. Flanigen should
change his major to political science. He has my vote.
David Ettinger
International affairs and political
science librarian
Gelman Library

Voter turnout not as
expected
This was supposed to be the
election that we did it. This was
supposed to be the election in
which the youth vote really mattered. Maybe in the pseudo-youth-

Cartoon

Till Prop 8 do us part
Kaela Clark

Proposition 8 is a step back
The evening of Nov. 4, 2008, was
exhilarating. I stood with thousands of
people in San Francisco celebrating the
election of this country’s first AfricanAmerican president. The emotion I felt

JULIE VERRATTI
COLUMNIST
overwhelmed me with a sense of justice, pride and redemption.
The next morning I felt devastated
because I woke up to the news that 52
percent of California voters decided to
ban same-sex marriage. Of the 6 million ballots cast for Barack Obama, 2
million of them also voted to write discrimination into the state constitution.
And for the first time in California’s
history, the constitution was amended to curtail rights instead of expand
them.
I went to San Francisco the week
before Election Day to work against
the ban on same-sex marriage. Working with hundreds of dedicated staff
and volunteers, I know we laid the
groundwork for equality by introducing our families to thousands of Californians. I also know that most of the
voters who cast ballots for the ban did
not do so with malice, but it is hard for
me to not take this vote personally.
As I write this, I am angry and sad
because my partner, my best friend
and the love of my life Emily and I
were married on June 20, 2008, in San

Francisco.
This is why
all of those 5.5
million
votes
were personal.
That was my
marriage
that
was voted on.
That was my
family that was
judged as less
than. And it was
the
marriages
of 18,000 other
newlyweds in
California, and
the thousands
more that did
not get married in time, but always
wanted to one day.
Gay people spend their lives battling claims that when they live openly
and honestly it is an “alternative lifestyle.” Battling statements like “I do
not think you are less than me, but I
just don’t think you should be able to
get married to the person you love.”
Imagine strangers having the power to
not let you marry the one person you
want to spend your life with.
And yes, being married feels different. The difference is visceral. Emily
and I took the same vows as everyone
else. I have never been more committed to anything in my life than to Emily and our marriage. Marriage is a status that drives this country – it touches
things like taxes, insurance and Social
Security. Emily and I have to have
separate insurance, cannot share each

other’s Social Security and must check
“single” when filling out forms.
No one gets to choose who they
fall in love with. Not me and not you.
And that is why we should not vote on
other people’s marriages.
History has taught us that we
should not vote on rights. The California Supreme Court did not create
rights for my family – the court simply recognized what already existed.
Emily and I share our experience with
others because we know that the more
people who meet us, the less likely
they will cast a vote denying our right
to participate fully in society.
I know that this country is moving in the right direction. It is clear by
the number of pro-equality legislators
who were elected this past Tuesday.
Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., once said
to me that you know a marginalized

group is making progress when the
government starts to treat them hypocritically. This hypocrisy exists today
when states create civil unions or domestic partnerships for gay people,
but reserve marriage for heterosexuals.
Fairness is proclaimed with a remedy
that is separate and unequal.
But we will reach equality one
day. As Martin Luther King Jr. once
said, “The arch of the moral universe
is long, but it bends towards justice.”
We as a nation have already made
progress bending that arch by electing
Barack Obama on Nov. 4 – but let’s not
forget that there is plenty of work left
undone.
–The writer is a second-year GW Law
School student, McCleary Law Fellow at
the Human Rights Campaign, and former
field organizer with Equality Maryland
and MassEquality in Boston.

Less is more
GW should revel in no longer being No. 1
In case you missed it, The Hatchet
I would often respond with a nerreported a couple weeks ago that GW vous laugh or something about financial
is no longer the most expensive school aid, but it never quite erased the stigma:
in the nation. According to the consult- GW was the most expensive, everybody
ing firm Cambridge Associates, we are knew it and there was nothing I could
actually third on the list, which factors do to change their preconceptions.
in tuition plus all other required costs for
After I came here, my grandpa even
a new student at each
sent me an online
school.
article on the topic
As a student body,
– an article which
TOM BRASLAVSKY
we must be proud of
claimed that GW
this landmark.
was quite possibly
COLUMNIST
In many people’s
the most expensive
minds, GW is synonyinstitution of higher
mous with expensive
learning in the enstudy. One of the first
tire world. When I
things people would say to me after went to a parliamentary debate tournalearning where I would be going to ment at Swarthmore College in Septemschool (besides the classic, “So you want ber, the taunts were ever-present. When
to be a politician?” and the occasional students from other schools found out
remark about spoiled New Jersey-ites) where I went, they would immediately
was “How do you feel about choosing make a comment about us topping the
the most expensive school in the coun- “most expensive” list. It happened time
try?”
and again. It was getting unbearable.

Well, now we’ve been vindicated.
Obviously, we don’t go to a cheap university – our tuition is still the highest,
even if we no longer are on top when
other expenses like room and board are
factored in. And honestly, a couple hundred, or even a couple thousand dollars
– when the overall price is already over
$50,000 – does not really make that big of
a difference. But sometimes, symbolism
is more important than practicality.
Just think – no longer will we have to
undergo abuse and taunts from students
at other colleges. If people mention it, we
can kindly inform them that the rankings have changed and cost is no longer
our defining characteristic (though it
probably still is a significant one).
But perhaps the most satisfying part
of the Cambridge Associates list is glancing at the school right above us – No. 2,
Georgetown’s tuition and fees come in
right at $200 more than ours. Our basketball team may not be up to par with the

Hoyas, but no longer can our neighbors
up the hill make fun of us for paying
more than them for our education. The
next time a Georgetown student tells
you that you picked the most expensive
school in the nation, just respond with
“Look who’s talking.”
College costs are high across the
board. We at GW are truly lucky to have
a fixed tuition rate and decent (and hopefully improving) financial aid, though
many students graduate in debt. However, this problem is not unique to GW,
and we have to make sure that everyone
understands that.
So let’s all breathe a sigh of relief at
this historic end to a shady chapter in
our school’s history. No longer can we
be singled out for occupying a symbolic,
sometimes embarrassing post at the top.
It’s one top-10 list we should be happy
not to lead.
–The writer, a freshman majoring in
international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

The path toward unity

Letters to the Editor
Support for nonvoting argument

“

QUOTABLE

"Two gorgeous senior girls are looking for boys with
extra tickets to the GW Inaugural Ball!"
–An anonymous poster on Craigslist, one of many seeking
tickets to the sold-out event on Jan. 20.
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ful political activist utopia of GW
we lost sight of the bigger picture.
As the news of the turnout in
this election becomes apparent, it
becomes less and less remarkable.
Despite Obama’s vigilant advocating for change, he failed to enlarge
the voter turnout at all. According
to Columbia University political
science Professor Andrew Gelman
(no relation to our library), youth
voter turnout in the 2004 election
was around 17 percent. As it turns
out, the youth vote this election
was only 18 percent.
Sadly it seems like very little
has changed. Though Presidentelect Obama did gain increased
support from ethnic minorities
that carried him across the finish
line, what we fail to see is the huge
swell of support that we had been
looking for and anticipating for so
long. Even the overall voter turnout numbers seem to be the same if
only marginally better than 2004.
What’s going on, America?
There may have been dancing in
the streets of D.C on election night,
but no matter the euphoria, the
reality is that most of our fellow
Americans didn’t heed the call.
Change? Not really.
Jonathan Robinson
Freshman

Promoting GW’s existing strengths will create spirit
On Nov. 4, 2008, Barack Obama achieved
First, unity cannot be forced or purthe impossible – he united GW.
chased – it is forged by people who celebrate
Okay, so the 20 percent of campus who their common ground. While ignorance
opposed him or didn’t care
fuels hate, experience
probably felt left out, but by
breeds
togetherness.
our standards of unity, it was
Often, programs like
S
TEPHEN GLATTER
quite the accomplishment.
the Unity Ball ask GW
After Obama was anstudents to appreciate
nounced as the victor, scores
the big picture of diverof GW students poured into the streets of sity at GW. However, celebrating diversity
campus and cheered in front of the White is often something that occurs on the micro
House. Strangers hugged and sang. Like all level. People understand those who are
things, however, this euphoric feeling will close to them.
subside, and the questions about our comThe second lesson from Obama’s vicmunity will re-emerge.
tory is that spirit emerges when people
See, in case you haven’t noticed, GW celebrate the success of things that interest
has a bit of an identity complex.
them. The largest spirit event of the year at
In my four years here, I have watched GW, Colonials Invasion, has probably not
as administrators and student leaders strug- experienced the success imagined for it begled with the questions of why we never cause the basketball team is not significant
seem to act as one campus and why we lack to enough GW students.
school spirit.
Instead of pretending we are an NCAA
Every year, the University and the stu- powerhouse, the University should do
dent government dedicate hundreds of more to promote and support what GW
thousands of dollars to programs like Colo- students care about the most. Highlighting
nial Invasion and Unity Ball to try to create our strengths will put us on the right track
this mythical feeling, but nothing has come toward raising school spirit, promoting diclose to matching the success of one storied versity and carving an identity for our Unielection night.
versity.
While it is impossible for the University
For example, GW is nationally known
to capture the emotions of a national elec- for its politicized culture, its proximity to
tion, there are things to be learned from the the White House and its students' embracspontaneous gathering of GW students trig- ing of D.C. life.
gered by the Obama victory.
Why not create an all-inclusive Office of

Involvement that publicizes opportunities
to become involved in the city (not just internships), tracks political activity and community service hours, rewards exceptional
volunteerism, facilitates independent study
projects and holds events to highlight the
ways GW students have made an impact on
our world?
Of course, student groups already do
an excellent job facilitating the wide variety
of talents that GW students possess. Still,
they are notoriously underfunded and the
SA can only spread its miniscule budget
around so far. The University needs to do
more to promote critical programs.
The University is populated with future
activists, journalists, lawyers, artists, teachers, businesspersons, engineers, diplomats
and more. Why not fully fund our nationally competitive mock trial team? Why not
provide institutional support for our successful Model UN team? Why spend tens of
thousands of dollars on Colonial Invasion
when the money could be used to send our
club sports teams to competitions?
When the University promotes what interests GW students, we will become more
spirited, and we can cement our identity as
a destination for highly motivated and talented individuals. If not, we might have to
wait another four years to find GW students
cheering in the streets.
–The writer is a first-year law student, GW
alumnus and current SA senator (G-Law).

Eric Roper, editor in chief
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Ten alumni earn spots in the U.S. House and Senate
Ten GW alumni won seats in the 111th
U.S. Congress in Tuesday’s election, including
nine out of ten incumbents who held on to their
seats.
Matt Lindsay, director of GW alumni communications, said University President Steven
Knapp is preparing to send congratulatory letters
to the winners. He said he is impressed by the
strong presence of GW-educated alumni who
are involved in the federal government.

The newest GW alumnus in the
111th Congress:
Senator-elect Mark Warner, D-Va., received a CCAS B.A. in 1977. He was elected
with 65 percent of the vote.

Nine GW alumni incumbents who
were re-elected:
Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa., received a
SPHHS M.H.S.A. degree in 1998. He was
elected to a second term with 56 percent of
the vote.
Rep. Eric Cantor, R-Va., received a CCAS
B.A. in 1985. He has been in office since 2001
and was re-elected with 63 percent of the vote.

Del. Donna Christensen, D-Virgin Islands,
received a SMHS M.D. in 1970. She has been
in office since 1997 and ran unopposed.
Rep. John "Jimmy" James Duncan Jr.,
R-Tenn, received a Law School J.D. in 1973.
He has been in office since 1988 and was reelected with 78 percent of the vote.
Sen. Michael Enzi, R-Wyo., received a SoB
B.B.A. in 1966. He has been in office since
1997 and was re-elected with 76 percent of
the vote.

One GW alumnus incumbent lost
his seat:
Rep. Tim Mahoney, D-Fla., received his
SoB M.B.A. in 1983. He served one term and
received 40 percent of the vote in this election.
Three GW alumni senators were not up for reelection this fall. They were Sen. Kent Conrad,
D-N.D., Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, and Sen.
Harry Reid, D-Nev. Reid is the Senate majority
leader for the 111th Congress.
–Compiled by Dan Zuccari

Rep. Steve Israel, D-N.Y., received a CCAS
B.A. in 1981. He has been in office since 2001
and was re-elected with 66 percent of the vote.
Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Texas, received an
ESIA M.S. in 1974. He has been in office since
1991 and was re-elected with 60 percent of
the vote.
Rep. Cliff Stearns, R-Fla., received a SEAS
B.S. in 1963. He has been in office since 1989
and was re-elected with 61 percent of the vote.
Rep. Robert Wexler, D-Fla., received his
Law School J.D. in 1985. He has been In office
since 1997 and was re-elected with 66 percent
of the vote.

GW honors late-night staff
by Lauren French
Hatchet Reporter
At around 2 a.m., when most
students are packing up their
homework from the night, Joyce
Doziero takes her lunch break.
Doziero works in housekeeping, part of the facilities and maintenance department. Hardly seen
by students, late-night workers
like her clean up after thousands
of students and staff, usually without much in return.
But for the last two weeks, every University facilities and maintenance employee was invited to
take part in the 2008 GW Service
Excellence Celebration, which included nine events spread over
12 days. The celebration includes
brown bag lunches, service training exercises, a lavish award ceremony and multiple dinners for
late-night and daytime workers.
While most Americans were
reacting to the news that Barack
Obama had been elected president early Wednesday morning,
50 night shift workers joined their
peers at 1957 E St. for a 2 a.m.
lunch. Despite tiredness from
work, the workers joyously came
together for a fried chicken meal

with all the frills provided by the
University.
“They serve us in so many
different ways every day,” said
Gina Hernandez – president of
the resident fellow organization of
facilities and maintenance department employees – stayed up late
to serve food to the workers. “I
think it is very special that we get
to serve them.”
Thirty years of cleaning up
after students has not dampened
crew leader Doziero’s excitement
over the honors that the University bestows on her and her fellow
workers every year during the
GW Service Excellence Celebration.
“They did this and they didn’t
have to,” Doziero said of the lunch.
“Being on campus is hard because
not everyone is clean and we have
a lot of messy work to do.”
Events like the celebration
make GW unique, Doziero said.
“I feel very appreciated, I really do. There are a lot of companies
out there that do not recognize the
work that you do,” Doziero said.
“GW really shows their appreciation by having this dinner for us.”
The seventh annual awards
ceremony was held last Monday

and is one of the largest events
during the two week celebration.
“It is important to take the
time and reflect on the kind of
work we do and the kind of work
the staff does,” said Jennifer Seile,
co-chair of the service excellence
planning committee.
This year's winners were chosen from more than 450 nominees
in eight different categories, including a Departmental Service
Excellence Award, a Service Collaboration Award, a Staff Choice
Award, a Faculty Choice Award,
a Student Choice Award, a Parent Choice Award, an Alumni
Choice Award and a Student Staff
Award.
“I was incredibly touched. I
worked very hard and I never expect any kind of recognition,” said
Student Staff Award winner Lauren Orvis, a senior who works for
GW Housing Programs. “There
are so many student staffers that
work all over the University and
they are just as deserving and it
means a lot to me that I was highlighted.”
The Service Excellence Celebration ended with a brown bag
lunch focused on sustainability
within the University. 

Mark Warner
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Coca-Cola executive to teach at
GSPM next semester
One of Coca-Cola’s highest-ranking officials is slated to
join the faculty at the Graduate
School of Political Management
next semester.
Thomas Mattia, a senior
vice president of worldwide
public affairs and communications at Coca-Cola, will retire
from his post and begin teaching a course at GW on management and crisis communications as part of the school's
master's degree program in
strategic public relations.
Mattia, who is 60 years old
and has a bachelor’s degree in
journalism from Rutgers, has
held senior positions at Ford
Motor Company and IBM before joining Coca-Cola three
years ago.
“I was thinking of retiring
from Coca-Cola, but not from
life,” Mattia said of his decision to take up teaching. “It fit
with a lot of what I’ve done in
my career. I like GW. It’s a great
university and has a great communications school.”
Mattia started his career as

a journalist and has been working as a business professional
for 38 years. He said he felt it
was time to start something
new.
“I’ve been fortunate to get
to significant senior levels in
my profession and the opportunity to teach allows me to
give back a little bit,” he said.
“I’ve always considered myself a teacher and a mentor, so
this is just a natural extension
of that.”
Ann Collier, the president
of Collier Consulting, will also
join GSPM.
Collier worked as an executive at Circuit City for 16
years before founding Collier
Consulting, where she led the
investor relations and corporate communications functions
as vice president.
Both professors were hired
to keep professionals involved
in GSPM's curriculum, said
Larry Parnell, the director of
the strategic public relations
program.
–Eric Katz
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NOTES
from p.1
Sophomore Daniela Sirkin said
she received e-mails from the service for several of her classes.
“I’m not creeped out about it,”
she said. “They’re obviously just
trying to market their stuff.”
Upon receiving the message,
she purchased notes for her world
history course.
“I probably could have done
it better myself,” she said. “But I
didn’t have time.”
GWClassNotes
recently
adapted its business model and
added the automatic uploading and downloading of notes
to its Web site and moved from
a commission-based system to

TRANSCRIPT
from p.1
Tim Miller, executive director of Student Activities Center, said SAC offered a similar
service several years ago, but
has since discontinued it.

paying its note-takers per page.
Sacks said the service’s revenue
has risen since the last academic
year.
The service’s target customer
is someone who missed a class or
who is unable to take comprehensive notes while also listening to
their professor, Sacks said.
But as the business grows, some
faculty members are concerned
that students use the company to
avoid attending their classes.
“As an educator, it concerns me
that some students will be tempted
to use it as a substitute for attending class,” said professor David Silverman, whose American history
class is featured on GWClassNotes.
Silverman said people learn best
through a combination of listening,
speaking and writing.
“There is a fundamental differ-

ence between attending a lecture
and hearing it ... and simply looking at an outline,” Silverman said.
Professor Shira Robinson, who
teaches history and international
affairs, said the service encourages
passive rather than active learning
and would prefer that notes from
her History of The Modern Middle
East course were not available from
the service.
“I’m delighted when students
work together,” she said. “I’m a little uncomfortable that they would
be selling" the notes.
Sacks said going to class is still
important and that the service’s
materials should be regarded as
supplementary.
“I would not be able to do
well just by reading the notes,”
he said. “This is just to enhance
learning.”

“This is just a new initiative in bringing them back to
campus,” Miller said, referring
to the transcripts.
Since the idea is in its preliminary stages, Akin said
there are still some logistics
that must be worked out, including the creation of a safeguard that would ensure that
students are honest about their

activities.
“Verification is a piece of
this that we would definitely have to think about carefully because whenever you
are using the word transcript
that implies that the school is
standing behind it and verifying it,” Akin said. “We clearly
want to make sure that this is
credible information.” 

News

DIWALI
from p.1
performances and a skit. The stage
was filled with royal purples, bright
oranges, maroons, reds and gold as
students from GW Bhangra, GW
Chamak and Baanchal, a Caribbean dance group, performed.
“The event went very well. We
didn’t expect this many people at
all,” said ISA Vice President Jiral
Shah, a senior. “We ran out of
chairs, we ran out of food, we ran
out of space, we had people standing in the back, so I would consider
that a success. This is my third time

hosting the event and I think every
year it gets better and better and
better. I think we outdid ourselves
this year.”
The full crowd cheered on their
friends, and even those who could
not understand the Indian lyrics
danced in their seats and rooted for
their friends.
“It was a really good show,”
freshman Rhett Cross said. “I came
out to support my girlfriend in one
of the dances, but it’s just cool to
see different cultures and the differences in modern music and food
and things.”
Celebration of the school’s diversity was a main theme of the
night.

“It was a lot of fun and really
well organized,” freshman Neha
Singh said. “It definitely helps diversity because the event was open
to everyone so everyone gets a taste
of what’s going on around campus
and what different cultures are
about.”
Aswani said events like this
year’s Diwali helped students of
different backgrounds understand
one another.
He said, “Seeing events like
this, seeing the type of crowd that
was out there, really make Diwali
– really makes all the holidays, no
matter what ethnicity you are –
something the University can celebrate.” 

N - not here
A- absent
We hope you had a good day off!
T- truant
A- away
L- left
The Hatchet loves you.
I - incommunicado
E - escaped

Happy Birthday!

Liffe
Li

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

November 11, 1976:

November 12, 1986:

November 12, 2001:

Keep America Beautiful Inc.
selected the GW paper recycling system to receive first
place in the student division
of its '76 Awards program.

R.E.M. played to a sold-out
crowd in the Smith Center.

Best-selling author David
Sedaris read some of his work
to an audience of about 1,500
in Lisner Auditorium.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com) | Laura Treanor – Contributing Editor (ltreanor@gwhatchet.com)

Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

GW students are off to get fake tans in preparation for the cooler months, but
some medical experts warn of health consequences.

The price of tanning
Students deepen their
complexions at local salons
by Laura Treanor
Contributing Editor
Brittany Myers does not frequent
tanning salons.
But the freshman, who will soon
return home for Thanksgiving break,
said she is worried about being "the
pale one" among her group of friends.
It's enough to get her to overlook
safety concerns and lie down for a
few bronzing sessions before heading
home for the holidays.
Her desire to deepen her skin color
is common at GW, where students frequently "fake bake" for tanned complexions year-round. With a tanning
salon right in Foggy Bottom, attaining
a darker skin tone on campus is as easy
as stopping by Relaxed Tanning on F
Street for 15 minutes between classes.
Relaxed owner, alumnus and former Student Association President Kris
Hart, estimated that 4,800 customers
have used his tanning services since
the salon opened in 2006, 70 percent
of whom have been GW students.
Hart believes the popularity of
tanning among young people is the
result of several components. In addition to the aesthetic factor – people
feel they look healthier and more attractive when they are tan – a session
in a tanning bed leaves customers feeling calm and energized, he said.
Sophomore Jena Lenz said tanning
helps her to de-stress. She visits a salon once every two weeks, using the
bed for the maximum amount of time.
“I like to lay down and listen to
music in the tanning bed. It’s relaxing,” said the “naturally fair-skinned”
student, who has been tanning since
she was in high school. She added that
she feels healthier when she tans and
believes it helps supplement vitamin
D in her body.
While vitamin D is essential to
maintaining proper health, Dr. Sunny
Walia, an assistant professor of dermatology, warned that there are much
safer ways to obtain the compound
than through tanning booths.
“You can get enough vitamin D
just by walking to your car or walking
around campus. You can also take vitamin D supplements,” said Walia, who
has worked on legislation to make tan-

ning salons illegal.
Because any level of tan on the
body is a sign of skin damage, there
is no such thing as a safe tan, Walia
said.
“You are getting such an intense
amount of ultraviolet radiation over
such a short period of time that you
are causing intense damage to all of
your skin cells,” she said.
According to the American Academy of Dermatologists, exposure to
tanning beds before age 35 increases
melanoma risk by 75 percent.
Junior Alex Somer acknowledged
that tanning may not be healthy, but he
said he is not overly concerned about
the consequences.
“I know it’s not that good for you,
but if I ever noticed a problem – like
marks on my body – I would stop and
get it checked out right away,” said the
New Yorker. “For the moment, going
tanning a few times when you're 20
years old is not a big deal.”
Not all students are as nonchalant
about the potential dangers of tanning,
however.
Freshman Lauren Alperstein used
to use tanning beds, but she decided
that it was not worth the risk.
“I used to go until I thought,
‘Hmm, one day I’m going to get skin
cancer and die,’ ” said Alperstein, who
is from the District. “My dad has skin
cancer. He tanned a lot back in the day,
when they didn’t know it was so bad
for you.”
Dr. Lynn McKinley-Grant, an attending physician at the Melanoma
Center at the Washington University
Medical Center, urges young people to
steer clear of tanning beds and instead
get spray tans or use tanning lotions.
“We (dermatologists) always say
that the safest tan is the one in a bottle,” she said.
Hart, of Relaxed, which offers premium spray tans, often reminds his
customers not to over-do their tanning
habits.
“You can’t try and get super dark
overnight,” he said. “Always wear
eyewear, lotion and stay hydrated.
Anything in excess, whether it is eating, running, drinking or tanning – either in the sun or a UV bed – can be
unhealthy.” 

Joe Ginarte/Hatchet photographer

Students enrolled in Political Management in Latin America publicized the new course via Facebook. The group now
has more than 60 members.

A Latin American perspective
Professor offers class on politics from a new point of view
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
Tired of all politics courses at GW
being taught from the American perspective, one Venezuelan professor
took it upon himself to create a course
about Latin American politics from an
entirely different viewpoint.
This spring, professor Robert Carmona-Borjas, a political refugee and
Latin American political analyst, will
offer students a chance to study Latin
American politics through his cultural
perspective. This unique approach
has excited many Latin American
students, even inspiring a Facebook
group for the course with more than
60 members. Political Management in
Latin America, which will be taught
in the Graduate School of Political
Management, will include 30 percent
Georgetown students.
“My inspiration comes from the
fact that I want to teach a class that
will show how Latin Americans view
how the world works,” Borjas wrote in
an e-mail.
The class, which meets Tuesdays
from 7:10 p.m. to 9:40 p.m., already
boasts an impressive list of speakers,
including Colombian President Alvaro
Uribe; U.S. ambassador to Venezuela

Otto Reich; Leopoldo Lopez, a Venezuelan politician; Secretary of Commerce
Carlos Gutiérrez and Rep. Ileana RosLehtinen, R-Fla. Sen. Hillary Clinton,
D-N.Y., has also been invited.
“When professor Carmona-Borjas
told me about the class, I was extremely extremely interested in helping him
bring in people,” said junior Juan Arreaza.

“My inspiration comes
from the fact that I
want to teach a class
that will show how
Latin Americans view
how the world works.”
ROBERT CARMONABORJAS
PROFESSOR

Arreaza met Carmona-Borjas his
freshman year when he worked as an
assistant to the professor. He started

the class’s Facebook group and has
been encouraging his social network
to sign up for the course.
Though the class is capped at 40,
the Facebook group urges interested
students to contact Carmona-Borjas
directly. Carmona-Borjas plans to sign
in those who want to take the course
but are unable to register.
The class will analyze Latin American governments that have failed social policies, which have lead to antisystem political movements.
“This class was to expose what
governments pre-Chavez did, with
policies that weren’t covering all the
citizens, that were alienating groups
of people, creating a vacuum in society,” Arreaza said.
The class is aimed at any student
interested in the topic, though many
students in the Facebook group are
from Latin America.
“The class is for everyone, because
all political processes in the world are
connected somehow,” Carmona-Borjas.
He said, “Many Latin American
countries have forged ties with reemerging powers and countries in
pursuit of nuclear capability, ties
that can endanger the interests of the
United States in the region.” 

Dealing with Disabilities
GW celebrates Disability Awareness Month
by Marisa Kabas
Senior Staff Writer
Sophomore Cece Black is a typical
student: She enjoys hanging out with
her friends, she lived in Thurston Hall
last year, she is part of a sorority and,
like any good Colonial, she participates in a number of student organizations. But one aspect visually sets
her apart: a wheelchair.
When Black was 16, she and her
family were struck head-on in a traffic accident by a speeding driver. Her
parents’ injuries were mild, but she
and her brother were injured severely.
Her brother has since recovered, but
Black was paralyzed from the chest
down.
November is Disability Awareness
Month at GW and Black is just one of
749 students with registered disabilities on campus, 39 of which are physical, according to last year’s data from
Disability Support Services.
“I think what’s really critical is
that the disability doesn’t define the
student,” said Christy Willis, director
of DSS.
Willis’ assertion holds true in
Black’s case. Her infectious smile,
blonde curls and positive aura draw
attention away from the disability. Yet
as well adjusted as she is, wheelchair
accessibility was still a major issue the
sophomore considered when choosing which college to attend.
“GW was by far the most accessible campus that I looked at,” said the
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor Seattle native. She explained that the
Senior Cheryl Silverbrook, left, who used a scooter earlier this year due to two compact and relatively flat nature of
broken legs, sits with sophomore Cece Black, right.
the campus made it appealing to her

and her parents. She added that D.C.
is a more accessible city than New
York or Boston, where she had initially considered going to school.
Willis said that the DSS is not
only working to improve accessibility on campus, but is also involved in
a dialogue with the city, especially at
points where campus and city overlap.
She cited the installation of audible
crosswalk signals at the treacherous
intersection of 23rd and I Streets by

“I think what’s really
critical is that the disability doesn’t define
the student.”
CHRISTY WILLIS
DSS DIRECTOR

the Foggy Bottom Metro as one such
collaboration.
Black said she does not typically
“feel unequal” at GW, but there are
times when her disability unavoidably has gotten in the way. For example, the Vern Express wheelchair lift
has caused some problems.
“No one knows how to work it,
which I find hilarious,” she said. “It
goes up and down!” In addition, she
is unable to live on her sorority’s floor

in International House, although a
ramp has been built to increase the
building's accessibility.
For some students it seems impossible to understand what it's like
to be in the shoes of someone with a
disability. Senior Cheryl Silverbrook
was forced to see life differently after
an accident in late July left her wheelchair-bound for six weeks.
“It’s really tough not being able to
walk,” said Silverbrook. “It’s a truly
enlightening experience.”
Since she lacked the upper-body
strength needed to use a wheelchair,
she was forced to use a scooter to
travel around campus and recalled
the unwanted attention that it drew.
“Being in a scooter was not how I
wanted to spend the beginning of my
senior year,” Silverbrook said. “It was
like being a freshman again … being
so self- conscious.”
She also said she was surprised by
the obliviousness of the GW community. Black shared this sentiment and
said that many people lack “special
awareness” when it comes to allowing
those in wheelchairs to pass by them.
But both girls agreed that in general, there is a very compassionate
spirit at GW toward the disabled.
Organizations such as the DSS
Speakers Bureau, of which Black is a
member, are working to create a greater awareness of what it’s like to have
a disability and addressing attitudes
toward people with disabilities.
“It’s just my hope that we embrace
students with disabilities,” Willis said,
“and recognize the talents that these
students bring to GW.” 
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Life

...The methadone clinic
next to The Dakota?
by Alex Schneider
Hatchet Reporter
Residents of The Dakota
are often bewildered to step
outside their residence hall in
the morning and into a crowd
of former heroin addicts.
The group on the corner
of 21st and F streets mainly
includes clients of Partners in
Drug Abuse Rehabilitation and
Counseling, a methadone clinic
located next to The Dakota in
2112 F St.
It is an odd sight in a residential neighborhood populated mostly by college students,
and some neighbors question
the clinic’s placement – though
it has existed there for almost
20 years.
According to the Office of
National Drug Control Policy’s
fact sheet, methadone is a medication that curbs withdrawal
and dependence symptoms by
blocking receptors in the brain
accustomed to an opioid, usually heroin.
For students, the clinic is
an opportunity for some interesting eavesdropping as the
patients wait for rides on the
corner.
“They have all these crazy
conversations,” said junior
Luke McQueen. “I think someone once used code to tell
someone else he was going to
use drugs out back.”
Michael Akin, GW’s director of community relations,
said the University is not overly concerned about the clinic.
“A few years ago a couple
of people in the neighborhood

asked if we could weigh in either for or against the clinic,”
Akin said. “We asked the question among students, and no
one could really point to any
problems that stemmed from
it.”
The community at large has
not been so receptive.
Elizabeth Elliot, a recently
retired member of the Foggy
Bottom Association, said that
the clinic “has had ups and
downs” since it moved to its
current location.
“There’s been ongoing
problems with the park across
the street,” she said. “It’s been
a major conduit for clients
and kind of a hang-out for vagrants.”
Ron Cocum, the former
president of the FBA, said he
also disagrees with the clinic’s
presence in Foggy Bottom.
“We think it’s a wholly inappropriate location for it, being in a residential neighborhood,” he said. “We’ve never
been pleased with it.”
The clinic’s lease does not
expire until 2011, so it will not
likely be moving in the near future, said Pete Hill-Byrne, the
property’s director of commercial leasing.
GW alumnus Kris Hart, a
GW alumnus and owner of Relaxed Tanning, the day spa and
tanning salon located directly
across from the clinic, confessed
that he was concerned about
the clinic when he bought the
space for his business, but he
has not encountered any problems with it.
“They don’t crap in their

own backyard,” Hart said of
the patients. “They come, they
get on a bus, they leave.”
But Hart also does not see
the motivation behind the location.
“I don’t get it why it is in
this neighborhood, because it
doesn’t really serve the neighborhood,” he said.
Though the clinic is not
a hotspot for Foggy Bottom
residents, the building is home
almost exclusively to doctors'
offices, clinics and other health
facilities.
The Foundation for Contemporary Mental Health – the
parent organization of the clinic
– is also located in the building.
Its president, Howard Hoffman, declined requests to be
interviewed.
Patients of the clinic, who
were interviewed by The
Hatchet, declined to be identified because they did not want
to be associated with drugs.
One client, who has been
going to the clinic since before
it relocated to Foggy Bottom,
said that methadone is probably issued to “at least 100”
patients at the clinic every day.
The clinic supplements this
treatment with regular counseling.
Another client said he had
been given “another chance to
live.”
The man said being treated
on campus is an opportunity to
speak to students and that he
is eager to preach the lessons
his mistakes have taught him,
like “don’t be a fool, stay in
school.” 

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Brian Schepis, far right, and other student judicial advisors help students prepare for their Student
Judicial Services hearings or disciplinary conferences.

A helping hand in student court
by Kelly Bailiff
Hatchet Reporter
Everybody makes mistakes.
That’s why Brian Schepis became part of the Student Judicial
Advisors, a group of students who
serve as pseudo-lawyers for students who find themselves facing
Student Judicial Services.
“It kills me to hear stories of
people losing their housing or being suspended because they didn’t
properly present their case to the
University Hearing Board,” said
junior Brian Schepis, director of
SJA.
There are currently about 15
student advisors, all of whom had
to pass the Student Judicial Advisor bar exam in order to practice.
Becoming an advisor takes about

one month and includes weekly
courses about the judicial process,
the Code of Student Conduct and
how to interact with students who
have been charged by Student Judicial Services.
A student becomes a fullfledged advisor once he or she
has successfully completed one
case under supervision. Student
Judicial Services, which upholds
the student code by punishing
students who disobey it, runs the
program.
Advisors typically help prepare students for their hearing or
disciplinary conference by explaining the charges, developing a strategy to address each charge, helping
them to write a personal statement,
and helping them to find witnesses
if necessary.
In addition, advisors explain
how students should conduct
themselves during hearings or conferences, help them remain calm
during the hearing and answer any
general questions they may have.
Student advisors are not allowed to speak for them during the
actual hearing, however.
Junior Ben Hirschman has
been a student advisor for several years and now helps train and
guide new members of the group.
Hirschman is also in charge of assigning cases to advisors.

Getting assigned cases is competitive, he said. “If an advisor
demonstrates interest and efficiency when working on cases, I will
certainly be more inclined to assign
that advisor more cases.”
One to three students are assigned to any given case that deals
with drug and alcohol transgressions, noise violations or sexual
assault.
All of the cases are completely
confidential.
The majority of the advisors
this year are undergraduates who
would like to attend law school
one day, but preparation for a career as a lawyer is not the only
thing that draws students to getting involved.
“I am personally involved in
SJA because I enjoy helping people,” said Schepis, an international
affairs major. “We all break the
rules at one time or another. SJA is
here to help you get through it as
smoothly as possible, and hopefully with minimum repercussions.”
Hirschman finds that his role
as a student advisor has improved
his public speaking and people
skills.
Hirschman said, “I have no
plans to become a lawyer or even
go to law school, but I believe that
this is still a good skill for anybody
to have.” 
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5 Dragon’s ___
(early video
game)
6 Ballpark fig.
7 Uncompromising
8 Tyrant
9 Opposite of safe
10 N.Y.C. landing
site
11 Tennis umpire’s
cry
12 “Wheel of
Fortune” buy
13 Club Med, for
one
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before “black
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16 “Coffee, Tea
___?” (1960s
best seller)
17 “The Greek” of
film
18 ___-Wan Kenobi
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operation
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for short
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wrap
34 “Guys and Dolls”
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System
37 Forgo, as one’s
rights
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support
39 Immune system
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___ too”
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46 Lithuania or
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Abbr.
49 Praiseful poem
50 Join with a
blowtorch
52 Roll call
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54 Doc bloc
55 Affirmative at
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58 “Be Prepared”
org.
59 Had a meal
60 “Without further
___ …”
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Volleyball stays on track for rare division title
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
For GW’s volleyball team,
short has meant sweet this season. The Colonials have won 10
of their past 12 matches, most in
four games or fewer. They held
a six-match and three-match
winning streak separated from
each other by only one game.
But when the matches go to five
games, things are different.
This weekend they tacked
two more to-the-wire matches
onto their record with a 2-3 loss

to Long Island and a 3-2 win
over Fordham, adding on to
the eight games this season that
have been decided by sudden
death. Of those matches, they
have only been able to close on
four.
On paper, everything looks
great. The team is tied for first in
the Atlantic 10’s East Division,
and they have just two conference matches left in the season.
But the team (16-10, 7-4
A-10) has a knack for getting
into close matches, and its ability to come out on top will de-

termine the conclusion of its
quest to win the East Division,
which would earn it an automatic berth into the A-10 tournament. Their current record
would place them fourth in the
Western Division.
Despite all this, coach Jojit
Coronel is not too worried.
“The season’s been going
well. We’ve got a winning record and an opportunity to win
our side, which we haven’t won
since 2000,” he said. “Our girls
know that whether we’re up or
we’re down, we can be resilient

and bounce back, we just need
to stay confident.”
Senior
libero
Maggie
Wright said the close scores
this weekend were not actually
indicative of the team’s ability.
Though the Colonials were up
by 2-0 in both matches before
dropping the next two sets,
extenuating circumstances explained both.
“Long Island is a really good
team, and we surprised them at
first,” Wright said. “With Fordham, this match was the difference between them making the

A-10’s or not, and they fought
really hard.”
The Colonials’ success this
year is due to the depth of the
team, Wright added.
“One reason we’re doing
so well is team chemistry,” she
said. “We’re working really hard
and playing as a team this year,
rather than focusing on one person to hold the burden.”
Of course, standout players like Alyssa Valentine – the
freshman setter who was named
A-10 rookie of the week on five
separate occasions this year –

certainly don’t hurt. Sophomore
outside hitter Leah Hill’s careerhigh 23 kills helped the team
close another 3-2 match over
Charlotte last week. And Wright
was recently named to the 2008
ESPN Academic All-District 2
University Division for the second year in a row.
“I think the biggest thing
is that we’re really athletic, we
have a lot of depth on the team,”
Coronel said. “We just compete
really well and if we struggle in
practice or in a match, there’s
someone ready to step in.” 

Soccer gives away playoff spot

Alex Ellis/photo editor
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

GW's men's basketball team looked impressive during Saturday's exhibtion, but it can't overlook BU in the opener.

Time for Colonials
to make it count
Saturday’s men’s basket- only very talented, but also
ball exhibition game against strikingly well-rounded.
Division II West Georgia was
King, who will be eased
just that – an exhibition.
back into the team as the seaIt was an exhibition of a son progresses according to
team hustling, playing togeth- head coach Karl Hobbs, is an
er and exerting its will on the unselfish point guard who
opposition. But it was also an can hit a jumper. Alexander
exhibition of a successful Di- shined in the exhibition, makvision I program beating up ing his usual impact on deon a smaller, weaker and less- fense but also looking much
skilled group,
more comfortthe likes of
able offensivewhich the Coly and around
lonials won’t
the basket and
see again this
at the free
year.
throw
line.
Compared
Wi t h e r s p o o n
to last year ’s
is a high-flyer
exhibition,
whose
midwhen
GW
range game is
needed overexceptional.
time to beat
The 6-foot-8,
Division
II
sweet-shootUDC, the game
ing Hollis is
was a rousing
a
matchup
ANDREW ALBERG
success.
But
nightmare for
GW fans may
opposing debe better off
fenses if he is
SPORTS EDITOR
not comparing
on his game.
things to last
And Diggs is
season,
the
the best playteam's worst in Karl Hobbs's er on the team.
eight-year tenure.
Perhaps most important is
Still, a 30-point win is a that this team appears to ac30-point win and those don’t tually like each other. Highcome easily no matter who the fives last year seemed forced,
competition is. Now it’s im- sometimes even awkward.
portant that GW not get over- Diggs, a senior, said that
confident about their abilities last year ’s team was bogged
based on their performance down by players who had
Saturday. Head coach Karl other focuses besides winHobbs, who is to optimism ning. One can only assume
what Kurt Cobain was to '80s he was referring to Maureece
hair bands, is even saying Rice and Miles Beatty, both
good things about his team. of whom were suspended
Throughout the past few during the season and are
weeks, he has been hinting not back this year (Rice was
toward having a better team a senior; Beatty’s scholarship
than the 11th place finish the wasn’t renewed).
league’s coaches predicted.
So things seem to be
After Saturday’s game, he pointed in the right direcwas in good spirits.
tion for this team that had
“As a basketball coach, at no where to go but up. They
this early stage of the game, open the season Nov. 14
you feel you have to work against Boston University,
on everything,” he said. “But a team the Colonials play
the one thing is, it looks like frequently and rarely lose
we’re athletic, it looks like to. Still, for the second year
we’re fast, it looks like we’re in a row, the Terriers were
back to having pretty good predicted to win the Amerdepth. So I was very pleased ica East conference by the
in that regard.”
league’s conference.
It’s not difficult to see
If the Colonials stroll into
why the team and its coach Agganis Arena Friday thinkis optimistic. GW’s presumed ing the game will be a cake
starting five (Travis King, walk, they may find themXavier Alexander, Wynton selves quickly humbled. AfWitherspoon, Damian Hol- ter all, even last year ’s team
lis and Robert Diggs) are not won its first game.

Check out the Basketball
Preview issue.
Thursday November 13.

Head men's soccer coach George Lidster talks to his dejected team after the team's loss to St.
Bonaventure. The Colonials missed the playoffs after losing a tie-breaker to Rhode Island.
between the two teams) didn’t beat us up…everyone was realfrom p. 1
seem to affect the Colonials ear- ly tired,” said freshman forward
The result was crucial for the ly Sunday. GW came out strong Ryan Ruffing. “We have a really
Colonials’ playoff hopes, but and struck early as junior Erick deep team, but after a certain
it came at quite a price. Junior Perez-Segnini scored with a point, it definitely begins to afmidfielder Andrew Kroculick header only five minutes into fect you.”
If it did affect the team,
received a red card in the match, the match.
But as the day wore on, St. though, they didn’t show it
putting him out for the next
game along with freshman de- Bonaventure was able to break after St. Bonaventure scored.
fender Jake Davis, who suffered the Colonials down, and by the With the introduction of junior
second half they had evened the Mike Rollings into the game,
a foot injury in the second half.
the Colonials found their offenThe grueling physicality of scores at one.
“The game on Friday really sive rhythm again, creating six
the Duquesne match (51 fouls

scoring chances over the next 20
minutes – any of which could
have easily resulted in a goal.
St. Bonaventure had David Flynn to thank for keeping it close,
as the goalkeeper came up big
time after time against solid efforts from Rollings, Perez-Segnini and leading scorer Andy
Stadler.
Then the Bonnies scored
again. And though the Colonials
huffed and puffed, the equalizer
quite simply wouldn’t come.
“It sucks,” Stadler said afterward. “We could have scored
at least three or four goals – they
really only had three or four
chances the whole game.”
As it was, the 2-1 loss left
GW out of the A-10 tournament
by the narrowest of margins. In
the sixth and final playoff spot,
the Colonials remained tied with
Rhode Island on points (14) and
head-to-head record (the teams
battled to a 1-1 draw earlier this
year), so the second tie-breaker,
record against common conference opponents, was used. GW
got two wins and two losses from
the four common teams. Rhode
Island: two wins, one loss and
one tie. The Colonials missed the
playoffs by only half a win.
With GW’s offensive firepower, led by Stadler, the team
felt it could have made a run
deep into the A-10 tournament.
Instead, they will have to wait
until next year. 

Colonials optimistic despite loss
by Louis Nelson and
Andrew Alberg
Hatchet Reporters
Saturday’s Senior Day festivities for GW's men’s soccer team
were smaller than usual. The
team had just two seniors, goalkeeper Matt Scheer and defender
Dave Leon, so introductions did
not take long and the ceremony
was over relatively quickly. The
two had little reason to think
their upcoming match against St.
Bonaventure would be their last
– their team just needed to tie or
win, and the only time GW had
lost at home this season was to
Loyola, the 23rd-ranked team in
the country.
But the Colonials couldn’t
manage a tie or win. They lost
2-1 to the Bonnies, ending the
careers of Scheer and Leon. After the game, the two were once
again the odd men out. The rest
of team’s 25 players were upset,
but they could look to next year,
when the team’s young defense
will have another year under
its belt and the offense will be
at least as explosive as this year.
Scheer and Leon didn't have that
luxury.
Among the majority group
whose collegiate career is ongoing, optimism shined through
the disappointment, and players and coaches alike said they
thought the loss will pay dividends next year.
“(The team) won’t forget this
day forever, I know I won’t,” assistant coach Bryan Davis said.
“And this will never happen
again, at least with this group. It
just won’t.”

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Freshman forward Yoni Berhanu goes for a cross during GW's season finale against St. Bonaventure. Berhanu is one of 25 players returning to the team next season.
The future looks bright for a but I think everyone is going to next year may be the team’s best
team that started five freshmen come back stronger from this,” chance to back up the talk on the
Sunday and features one of the he said.
field. The Colonials will have
nation’s top strikers in Andy StaGW’s three freshmen de- 10 seniors, none of whom have
dler, who will be a senior next fenders Brice Carr, Ryan Ruffing played a game in the Atlantic 10
year. Stadler’s offensive counter- and Jake Davis were thrown into tournament.
part Erik Perez-Segnini will also the mix early this year and will
Whether they end up being
be back next year, maintaining benefit from the on-the-job train- as good as they expect is uncerthe Colonials’ potent forward ing.
tain, but one thing is for sure:
tandem.
Davis said the group has Good or bad, next year’s Senior
“It’s a learning experience,” “been talking about being a good Day will at least be more crowdhe said. “No loss is a good loss, team for a few years now,” but ed. 

VARSITYROUNDUP
Men's water polo

Swimming and diving

GW's men's water polo team (11-20) finished a disappointing season with four wins in five
matches this weekend, earning them
fifth place in the CWPA Southern Division Championship. Senior Nick Eddy
ended his collegiate career by scoring four goals in the
team's 9-8 win over Mercyhurst Sunday in Princeton,
N.J. The Colonials were seeded seventh, but finished
fifth for the fifth time in nine appearances at the tournament.

The men's and women's swimming and diving team
split their Sunday meets with Drexel at the
Smith Center. The women's team beat
the Dragons 177-103, but the men's side
lost 176-117. With some swimmers playing for the water polo team this weekend, the men's
team had just 10 swimmers, so each team member
had to swim more races than he usually would. GW's
next meet is Nov. 21-23 at the Patriot Invitational,
hosted by George Mason.

