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Cost forces
students to
leave GW

Aswani faces
backlash
from cabinet

WHITECHRISTMAS

by Emily Cahn
Senior Staff Writer

by Lauren Hoenemeyer
Hatchet Reporter
The day after senior Alison
Brazaitis received her early decision
acceptance letter to GW four years
ago, she got another letter saying
she was not eligible for any financial aid.
The news was devastating to
her family, and to make ends meet
her mother took a second job. But
with an economic crisis at hand and
harder times looming, Brazaitis has
decided to graduate a semester early
to save money.
Brazaitis is one of many GW students who are looking for ways to
afford attending college in the midst
of economic turmoil. Although GW
is no longer the most expensive college in the country, some students
have resorted to graduating early or
transferring in order to lessen the financial burden.
“Though my parents make a decent salary, paying GW tuition

Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

Above: The National Christmas tree shines brightly
Thursday night after it was illuminated as part
of this year's tree lighting ceremony, dubbed the
Pageant of Peace. Right: President George W. Bush
looks on as first lady Laura Bush and two soldiers'
daughters prepare to press the switch to turn on
the lights of the Christmas tree. The tree is covered
in LED lights to make it the most energy-efficient
White House Christmas tree in history, according to
the National Park Service.

See COST, p. 6

Hapless GW trampled by Terps
Colonials can't slow down
Maryland's outside attack
by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Freshman guard Aaron Ware battles Maryland defenders during
Sunday's loss at the BB&T Classic. GW had trouble establishing a
rhythm during the 23-point loss to the University of Maryland.

Based on his scouting
of GW, perhaps Maryland’s
Greivis Vasquez has a future
as an analyst when his career
is done on the court.
The standout guard’s forecast of Sunday’s match-up
proved prophetic in a 76-53
Terrapin victory that saw its
outcome take shape early and
hold steady through the final
buzzer.
“I think our offense will kill
them,” he told the Washington
Post last week. “They are all
over the place on defense. The
way we pass the ball, I think
we have a pretty good chance
to beat these guys pretty bad.”
Maryland wasted no time
backing up Vasquez’s words,
asserting control via an unanswered trio of three-pointers
to open up a nine-point lead in
the game’s opening five minutes. The Terrapins swung the
ball around the perimeter, taking their choice of open shots
as GW defenders appeared
to have trouble keeping pace
with the ball movement.
Junior Damian Hollis broke
Maryland’s run with a three of
his own only to see Maryland’s
Landon Milbourne return the

by Lauren French
Hatchet Reporter
Plans to overhaul the GWorld
program have been put on hold because of economic and timing issues,
University officials said last week.
The new system – dubbed
GWorld 2.0 – was set to be fully
implemented by the start of the fall
2009 semester, but now will not be
ready until fall 2010. Students would

have started seeing changes as early
as this spring if the plan continued
on schedule.
“It is a long project because we
have over a thousand (card) readers out in the field. It is not something you can do in a weekend or
even a week,” said Ken Pimentel,
the GWorld card program director.
“When you are looking at the total
implementation you are looking at
at least six months to eight months
for installation and conversion.”
Once introduced, the new cards
will include a tap-and-enter system – like that used for the Metro
SmarTrip – rather than the swiping
system for access into buildings and
residence halls. The University conducted focus groups, which recom-

See SA, p. 6

Students rent
out rooms for
inauguration
by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Staff Writer

Alex Ellis/photo editor

A Maryland guard runs the court against
GW's Hermann Opoku Sunday night.

by
the

For junior Jessica Schwartz, Jan. 20 is a great
day to make money. Her three-bedroom townhouse
on 25th and M streets is prime real estate in D.C.’s
booming inauguration housing market.
With as many as four million out-of-town visitors expected for the presidential inauguration,
students are finding that people are willing to pay
thousands of dollars to stay in the city, giving those
with extra room the opportunity to earn some extra
money. There are an estimated 95,000 hotel rooms
in the D.C. metropolitan area, most of which are
completely booked. But with a wealth of private
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Univ. delays GWorld system upgrade
GWorld 2.0 slated
for completion by
fall 2010

In a rare display of
discord within the Student Association executive, members of Vishal
Aswani’s own cabinet
publicly criticized him this
week for being ineffective
and isolated, and threatened to resign if he does
not “shape up.”
The cabinet members
met with the SA president
on Sunday afternoon, days
after SA spokeswoman Tabisa Walwema resigned.
Vishal Aswani
Walwema is the third vice
president in Aswani’s cabinet to resign since September, following JP Simon
and Frederick Girard.
Aswani’s hand-picked cabinet, including his
chief of staff and vice presidents of financial and
community affairs, said they have worked and advocated for students throughout the year, but Aswani threatened their jobs if they spoke to the media. They also said Aswani has not attended many
of their events.
Walwema’s resignation was the catalyst to the
cabinet's discussion with Aswani, members said.
“As vice president of public affairs you are supposed to highlight what others in the SA do,” said
Walwema, a sophomore, in an interview. “I was not
allowed to share what I wanted to share. Instead of
allowing me to use the media as a positive tool, he
isolated all of us from journalists.”

mended that the new card include
a Metro payment option as well as
other features that will be phased in
after the new program’s establishment.
Concern over the current economic crisis was one of many reasons University officials decided to
postpone the potentially pricey project, said Associate Vice President
of Financial Management Edwin
Schonfeld.
An official estimate has yet to be
released, but administrators have
tentatively given the project a multimillion dollar price tag.
“We are targeting under a couple
of million,” Pimentel said. “It covers
multiple servers on the front end
and backup serves in another loca-

tion – at least eight different servers.
It is covering the software, licensing
fees, accessing software.”
Schonfeld said the decision to
postpone the project was made by a
team in the executive vice president
and treasurer’s office, including
people from Information Systems
and Services and other administrative departments.
The team decided it would be
better to wait until after companies
that provided the Smart Card system and software – like BlackBoard
– updated their security and capabilities so GWorld 2.0 had the most
up-to-date technology.
The current GWorld card can
See GWORLD, p. 6

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Junior Jessica Schwartz plans to rent out her
room for inauguration weekend.
homes and apartments, visitors are not yet out of
luck.
“I want to give people who do not live in D.C.
the opportunity to witness history,” Schwartz said.
“Renting out a room in my townhouse will give
them a place to stay, not to mention also make me
a lot of money.”
Schwartz hopes to make about $3,000 in two or
three days, housing up to three people.
Some GW students may have difficulty renting
out their apartments, however.
The Statesman apartment building on 21st and
F streets informed residents last month that renting
to inauguration visitors is prohibited.
“There have been some resident questions
about subletting apartments within our community to event attendees,” community manager Lisa
See HOUSING, p. 6
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
MONDAY
HIGH 34 | LOW 30
MIDNIGHT BREAKFAST
Take a break from finals
and enjoy the annual free
breakfast and other
activities.
10:30 p.m.
J Street, Marvin Center
Third Floor and the
Hippodrome
SCREENING OF “SOMETIMES
IN APRIL”
Watch a film about the
Rwandan genocide, sponsored by Books for Africa.
7 p.m.
Marvin Center
Amphitheater

TUESDAY
HIGH 50 | LOW 49
GIFT OF LIFE BONE MARROW
DONOR DRIVE
Help Hillel save lives in
the Jewish community by
adding yourself to their
donor registry. No blood
will be taken, only a swab
of cells inside your mouth.
5 p.m.
GW Hillel

WEDNESDAY
HIGH 58 | LOW 36
MVPC PRESENTS S’MORES
ON THE QUAD
Relieve some stress by
bonding over campfire
treats.
6 p.m.
Mount Vernon Quad

Gelman to launch
online system for
booking rooms
Gelman Library has a solution
to the cramped quarters and dearth
of study space that plague students:
online reservations.
New technology, slated to
launch in February, will allow students to book study rooms online.
The program “will hopefully
help alleviate the conflicts that are
going on right now,” said senior
Andrew Cooper, Gelman’s student
liaison. “Two students recently
got into a physical altercation over
study rooms.”
Roughly 70 percent of study
rooms in the library will be set
aside for online reservations, Cooper said.
Parties of two or more will be
eligible to reserve the spaces up to
two days in advance. Each student
is only allowed to reserve a room
for two hours, however.
“Creation of the system is a
result of collaboration with the student advisory board,” Cooper said.
The student advisory board reports
to Cooper, who in turn reports to
the administration.
The Web site will require a last
name and GWid to sign in. After
that, students can choose rooms
on the third, fourth, fifth and sixth
floors from a map of the library and
then print a receipt for verification.
David Bietila, the library’s Web
service librarian, said the program
has been in the works for six months
and is likely the first software system developed at Gelman.
“Usually we don’t program
our own software to this extent. It’s
kind of an experiment for us,” Bietila said. “We’ll see how it goes.”
–Gabriella Schwarz

Correction
In "Univ. hires firm to study
arming UPD" (Dec. 4, pg. 1),
The Hatchet incorrectly reported that James Lee Witt
Associates worked with the
University of California. The
company has worked with
the California State University
system.

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Holiday Harmony

Square 54 on track
to be complete by
early 2011

University officials said last
week the Square 54 complex across
from the GW Hospital is on track
to be open for occupancy by early
2011, after its construction began
last spring.
Earlier this year, project organizers predicted that Boston Properties, the site’s developer, would
“reach the bottom of the hole” in
their excavation of the site by the
end of the calendar year.
“To date, they have reached
the full depth of the excavation
in many areas and continue to be
on schedule for meeting this milestone,” said Alicia O’Neil, GW’s
associate vice president for real
estate.
The building is slated to include a grocery store, 84,000 square
feet of retail space, apartments and
commercial office space.
The controlled blasting at the
site will also soon come to an end.
The blasting drew various comJonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer
plaints from neighbors who, aside
The Sirens a capella group perform in holiday attire at their winter concert Thursday afterfrom the nuisance of the blasting,
noon in the Marvin Center Amphitheater.
suspected it was causing ruptures
in their gas pipes.
Boston Properties assured
nearby residents that the blasting was “conducted under tightly
controlled conditions by highly
A month and a half after the officials are working on revers- the same time as students, experienced and qualified personSchool of Medicine and Health ing its probationary status with- though administrative officials nel” and that representatives from
Sciences announced it had been in 12 months, but she declined to were aware of the impending Washington Metropolitan Area
placed on two-year academic elaborate on any specific steps probation for months.
Transit Authority, the Metropoliprobation, the school’s leaders the school is taking other than
“We had a faculty meeting tan Police Department and GW,
remain silent about how one of creating additional study space.
almost at the time when LCME as well as a vibration monitoring
the top-ranked medical schools
“We don’t have anything to required the medical school to consultant, were on site to monitor
in the nation found itself in such report now,” Hudson wrote in announce that yes, we had been the blasts.
a situation and what they are do- an e-mail last week.
put on probation,” said Ajit KuConstruction on the developing to fix the problems.
Through Hudson, Univer- mar, professor of biochemistry, ment’s above-ground structure is
GW’s medical school was sity Provost and Vice President molecular biology and genetics. slated to begin in fall 2009.
placed on probation in Octo- for Health Affairs John “Skip”
“So, in general, faculty found
Jake Stroman, project manager
ber by its accrediting body, the Williams and SMHS Dean James out at the time, although the ad- for Boston Properties, said they are
Liaison Committee on Medical Scott have repeatedly declined ministration was informed of in the process of looking for tenEducation, for failing to correct to comment.
the fact that they could be on ants to lease available spaces. He
several problems identified by
Williams and Scott addressed probation and there were certain expects several law firms and a
the LCME in February. These in- the probation at October’s Board things required for us to do,” much-anticipated grocery store.
cluded curriculum management, of Trustees meeting, but they Kumar said. “Apparently when
The goal of the Square 54 proja lack of study and lounge space, did not go into detail or stray far the LCME came back and found ect was to bolster non-enrollment
faculty appointments at affiliate from the statement released by that those required items were revenue while “enhancing the
sites and affiliation agreements. the medical school in October. not corrected, they essentially in- unique urban campus experience
GW is the only medical school The school has refused to make sisted that the administration de- for students,” according to a statein the country on probation with the full LCME report public.
clare to the students and faculty ment from GW’s Office of Governthe LCME.
Faculty members at GW that we were on probation.”
ment, International and CommuDeborah Hudson, the Medi- Medical School said they learned
–Sarah Scire and Husna Kazmir nity Relations.
cal School’s spokeswoman, said of the LCME probation around
–Nick Marell

Medical school administrators mum on probation status

The GW Hatchet

News

Monday, December 8, 2008

|3

Diplomats defend U.S. abroad
by Cydney Weiner
Hatchet Reporter

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Frank E. Baxter, U.S. ambassador to Uruguay, and Earl Anthony Wayne, ambassador
to Argentina, discusse South American anti-Americanism in SMPA on Friday.

Two U.S. ambassadors to South
American countries discussed the fight
against anti-Americanism Friday during an event sponsored by the School of
Media and Public Affairs.
Earl Anthony Wayne and Frank E.
Baxter, the ambassadors to Argentina
and Uruguay respectively, detailed the
ways they have used public diplomacy
to improve relations between the United States and other countries. Wayne
said that public diplomacy is the “top
priority” for any ambassador.
“Argentina saw itself as a rival of
the United States because it was one of
the wealthiest countries in 1910, and it
never was able to keep up with that rivalry so there’s this historic resentment
and desire to define themselves as independent from the United States,”
Wayne said.
To counter this negativity, Wayne
has tried to use the more popular aspects of America to improve its image.
“Turns out there are a lot of things
they love about the United States,”

Eurospa Hair Salon

A personal touch in hair care with 20 years of experience in the metro area.
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STUDENT DISCOUNT:
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HAIRCUT BY PATTI
Women’s hair cut $30

Brazilian or Playboy wax $35
Eyebrow wax $11
STUDENT DISCOUNTS!
(202) 293-7560
2029 K St., NW
Between Subway and Domino’s Pizza

Wayne said. “They love our music and
our creative arts, so we’ve started thinking through how we could start giving
a different view of the United States –
what it does, what it is and how it goes
about doing things.”
Although Uruguayans have a more
favorable feeling toward the United
States, Baxter agreed about the importance of public diplomacy.
“There’s still a large percentage
of people that have many of the same
resentments that people have in Argentina,” Baxter said. “Taking advantage of
people from the U.S., people from within our government or friends we know
or have invited, and then showing the
people of Uruguay that you can’t generalize about 300 million people, has
been a tremendous asset.”
One tactic the ambassadors use is
to involve famous Americans passing
through the country in South American issues. Wayne has worked with the
Black Eyed Peas and a Nobel Prize winner to reach out to the community.
“We’re not necessarily aiming the
process at changing their views on
U.S.-Iraq policy, but trying to get them

past the stereotypes of what the United
States is like,” he said.
Baxter agreed that bringing out
representative individuals is a successful approach.
“When you do sell the people, it’s
been my experience that the government then is a lot more favorable to our
government and to me as a representative of our president and of our government,” he said.
Some American students have also
had a role in public diplomacy both
in Argentina and Uruguay by helping shatter some preconceived notions
about the United States during their
time spent studying abroad. Just as
Argentineans and Uruguayans learn
about Americans, it is important for
Americans also to learn about them,
Wayne stressed.
“Whenever I talk to American students that have gone to Argentina to
study, I try to encourage them to think
about sharing what they’ve learned
when they get back,” Wayne said. “One
of the greatest weaknesses we have as a
nation is that our people are not well-informed about the rest of the world.” 

“

Claire Autruong – Opinions Editor (cautruong@gwhatchet.com)
Diana Kugel – Contributing Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)

quarters
Cartoon Cramped
Kaela Clark

editorial
GWInauguration.com
On an average day, about 600,000
people call the District of Columbia
home. For inauguration weekend, D.C.
is expecting a flood of anywhere from 3
to 5 million people. The question now:
What to do with them?
It’s no secret that GW is in the center
of the city, and we boast about it often.
Well, with this prime real estate comes
the responsibility to help students deal
with this unprecedented influx of visitors. While millions of temporary inhabitants are just here to celebrate Presidentelect Barack Obama’s inauguration and
to see the city, the GW students who call
D.C. home will still need to be able to go
about their day while participating in inauguration events.
GW Housing Programs has been
ahead of the curve in laying out plans
for inauguration weekend and letting
students know what to expect. The rest
of GW must follow suit, sooner rather
than later. Once all safety procedures are
in place, the University should seek new
and more effective ways to reach out to
students with all this vital information.
The current plan consists of utilizing the Campus Advisories Web site,
Infomails and press releases to keep the
campus community informed, but this
unparalleled event requires more userfriendly information access.
The Campus Advisories site is all well
and good, but the inauguration merits

“I found myself about to break. I found myself
cursing God because he made me so soft.”

–Formerly homeless D.C. resident Steve Thomas, reflecting
on one of his worst moments living on the street.

Take advantage of
the GLN

A

“

And to think the guy next door has that
whole room to himself...

“

The Campus Advisories site
is all well and good, but the
inauguration merits its own
high-profile site. This is a great
opportunity for GW to provide
a central place to go for all
things inauguration, specifically tailored to GW students.
its own high-profile site. This is a great
opportunity for GW to provide a central
place to go for all things inauguration,
specifically tailored to GW students.
No one is exactly certain what to
expect, but Foggy Bottom will be dramatically different for several days. GW
authorities know the scope of their security plans and may consider promoting a
sense of awareness and urgency in students.
GW Housing can be commended
for clearly outlining guest policies well
ahead of time in an e-mail sent out last
month. What students may not realize
is that the deadline to register guests is
looming – Dec. 12 is the last day to submit a request. Had a central inauguration
Web site been established, this is exactly
the kind of information it could have
publicized for students.
The biggest concern is going to be
safety and security. With so many people
concentrated in one area, students need
to know what to do to stay safe, beyond
keeping their GWorlds with them. In the
worst case scenario, if some kind of emergency should happen, GW will be in the
eye of the storm. GW needs to prepare
students well beforehand, just in case.
As for attending the inauguration
itself, students may not be aware of the
rules of what not to bring. Items like thermoses, posters and umbrellas will not
be allowed in security areas. For those
students with plans to camp out for better vantage points, think again – it’s not
allowed. Camping laws, times to arrive,
where to go for security checkpoints – all
of this is information that could easily
be adapted for students. Throwing these
facts onto the same Web site would simplify the trip to the Mall.
Such a central site could be a go-to
source for GW students and families, especially on the day of the inauguration.
Live updates of especially crowded Metro stations and security concerns could
help manage Inauguration Day madness. This is a big opportunity for GW to
step up to the plate and offer a valuable
service that could lay out a successful
model for future large-scale events.
With droves expected to descend
upon the city, it is hardly even possible
to overreact. To put this event in perspective, remember the photos from Martin
Luther King Jr.’s legendary “I Have a
Dream” speech on the National Mall?
All those people crowded together as
far as the eye could see? That was about
250,000 people.
Now imagine millions. Scared yet?
GW must go beyond the usual Infomails
and advisories to help us prepare.

QUOTABLE
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hlan! That’s Arabic for joy of teaching,” says GLN
hello. But how would founder Brown. This allows stuI know? I didn’t have dents and instructors the opporroom in my schedule to take the tunity to learn from each other,
language this year. And I don’t building more rapport between
have the time for too much in- them. The class becomes a learndependent language study with ing experience for everyone.
school, work and student life.
We live in a connected
Luckily, this semester I have world, and knowing as many
been able to pursue extracur- foreign languages as possible
ricular study in
improves our
my language of
potential
at
choice. In case
communicatT
OM BRASLAVSKY
you
haven’t
ing with globheard, we here
al
contacts.
C
OLUMNIST
at GW are lucky
Whether you
to have an orgawant to go
nization called
into business,
the Global Language Network. politics or international affairs,
Founded three years ago by you’re most likely going to deal
then-undergrad student An- with people from different cordrew Brown, the nonprofit GLN ners of the world – and you’re
provides free, non-credit classes going to have to know how to
in a number of languages.
communicate with them. There
At the close of my first se- can never be any harm in learnmester taking a GLN class, be- ing another language.
ginning Arabic, I wholeheartYet when I tell people that
edly give the experience two I am taking Arabic through the
thumbs up.
GLN, I often get blank stares.
My class is convenient be- Sadly, not enough GW students
cause it meets for two hours are aware of this amazing opevery weekend at the Marvin portunity that we have right on
Center and doesn’t get in the our campus. Students who were
way of the busy week. Howev- locked out of language classes
er, a two-hour class period can that they really wanted to take
fit a lot of information. I come do not realize that there is an
back from class with pages and alternative, absolutely free and
pages of notes that, if I get the no-pressure way for them to
urge, I can look over and prac- study a language they are intertice – there is no official home- ested in. In my class, there is a
work. This more laid-back ap- clear lack of GW representation.
proach means that in a GLN Out of 15 students, only two of
class, you get out of it what you us are GW students – the rest
put into it.
are out of college or even grad
That is the best aspect of school.
the entire program. Since GLN
I would recommend the
classes are both extracurricular GLN to anyone interested in
and nontraditional, there are broadening their linguistic and
no grades. The classes really cultural horizons in a relaxed
are about personal growth and atmosphere. It’s not too often
not only for the students – GLN that one gets an opportunity
language instructors are mostly like that and it’s a real shame to
volunteer native speakers with pass it up.
little or no teaching experience.
–The writer, a freshman major“We like to give them the
ing in international affairs, is a
skills and open them up to the
Hatchet columnist.

Let's be smarter
Start investing in education now

I

t has become obvious that America’s smartest investors are not the
ones wheeling and dealing on Wall
Street, but those that spend their time
in class and staying up late writing
papers at universities and community
colleges. These investors are gaining
something more valuable than any
share or derivative could: They are investing in themselves.
America is losing its competitive
edge on this front at an alarming rate.
Researchers point out that America
stands as one of the only industrialized
nations where the older generation is
actually more educated than the 25- to
34-year-old age bracket. A recent report
from the National Center for Public
Policy and Higher Education projects
that the problem will only get worse.
Take the change in tuition and
fees from 1982 to 2007. In that quarter
century the average cost of attending
college rose 439 percent, while at the
same time median household income

rose only 147 percent. Imagine if this
growth were to continue for the next
25 years. For GW’s class of 2032, a student would have to shell out roughly
$231,000 per year for a grand total of
$924,000 for four years.

JUSTIN GUIFFRE
COLUMNIST
There is pretty much no chance GW
will ever charge tuition this high, but
the situation remains extremely concerning. America rose to prominence
largely because of our emphasis on
education. The picture that is forming
is not great – a country where the population can no longer afford to invest
in their own capabilities. This is especially true for the poor. Put it together
with globalization allowing competi-

tion and development at speeds never
thought possible, and you have a perfect storm of economic decline in our
future.
So what do we do? Policy makers need to take notice quickly. After
charging ad hoc bailouts to inefficient
companies on a bill to be paid by their
children, they have a responsibility to
ensure a large portion of this is spent
on something other than Hummers or
houses. They need to invest in revamping our education system and allowing
people with the determination and intelligence for a degree to pay for it.
Education invariably has one of
the highest returns of any investment
– arguably the highest. The average
graduate with a bachelor’s degree
will make about $1 million more than
somebody without any college education. That is a million dollars more
production per person on average. If
a government initiative enabled another 10 percent of our over 153 mil-

lion-person workforce to obtain a degree, America would produce an extra
$15.3 trillion during their careers. That
would be the equivalent of adding an
extra year of work or paying the national debt off almost twice.
Although we here at GW like to believe we are the victims of the meteoric
rise of tuition prices, it’s nothing compared what the future looks like for
coming generations. Something needs
to be done to abate this problem now;
University President Steven Knapp is
to be commended for making cost of
attendance a priority.
If the government doesn’t step up
to the plate, then universities will have
to do something on their own. Just because we are the first generation less
educated than the one previous doesn’t
mean we have to be dumber investors
than our predecessors.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in international affairs, is a Hatchet
columnist.

Hallway cameras unnecessarily threaten privacy

O

n Thursday, columnist Amanda Crowe criti- ston during the 1990s to stop false fire alarms. They were
cized the efforts of Thurston residents who not installed to prevent burglaries, rapes or other danwant to remove cameras from their hallways gers. If UPD now uses cameras to address these crimes,
(“Thurston cameras not a privacy violation,” p. 4).
they have not succeeded as other universities have.
She argued that cameras protect students and
The University of Michigan is twice as big as GW
raised the question, “If you aren’t doing anything and has dorms with more than 1,200 students. The
wrong, then why does it matter that
dorms do not have cameras in hallthere are security cameras?” Her arways. According to crime logs from
gument and her question deserve rethe last three years, Michigan has
WILL LEAF
sponse. Cameras do not protect us, and
had consistently fewer burglaries on
unregulated surveillance hurts people
residential property than GW, dewho have done nothing wrong.
spite its larger size and lack of camAccording to University Police Department sta- eras, reporting 14 to GW’s 104 in 2007.
tistics, in 2007, GW had 104 burglaries, 51 larcenies
American has adjoining dorms with thousands of
and 138 acts of vandalism on residential property. Re- students in one building, but AU has a lower proporcently, a Thurston community director told me UPD tional crime rate without cameras than GW does with
has gone through the Thurston video records only them. While there are other factors to consider when
three times so far this year, twice for theft and once comparing theft rates, the fact is that other universifor vandalism. The vandalism case went unsolved. ties with dorms as large as Thurston have managed to
How can camera proponents claim a deterrent effect keep their students safer than GW’s without extensive
if only a tiny number of crimes are ever solved using surveillance.
surveillance?
Cameras are not only ineffective; they threaten our
The truth is that cameras were not installed to stop liberties. There is a simple response to the question, “If
crimes against specific people. They were put in Thur- you aren’t doing anything wrong, then why does it

matter that there are security cameras?” Because laws
are made and enforced by imperfect people, cameras
give authorities an undue level of control.
For example, UPD helps keep us safe, but they are
also forced to punish alcohol and marijuana users. A
police force with orders to punish victimless crimes
should not have a constant presence in communities,
which is why a growing majority of students in Thurston have signed a petition in opposition to hallway
cameras.
Also, it seems likely that students who live under
heavy surveillance during their first years of independence will be more willing to accept serious privacy
abuses like warrantless wiretaps, detainment without
charge and online privacy violations later in life.
The Constitution forbids unreasonable searches
exactly because people who have nothing to hide are
still threatened by a flawed government. GW administrators should teach students to respect civil liberties by
replacing the intrusive and ineffective hallway cameras
with UV dye traps designed to stop false fire alarms.
–The writer, a freshman majoring in economics, started a
petition this fall to abolish camera surveillance in Thurston
Hall.

Eric Roper, editor in chief
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D.C. homeless struggle for housing
City initiative
faces millions
in budget cuts
by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer
In the heat wave of 2006, David Pirtle watched a man die 20
feet away from him in a homeless shelter. It was then that he
knew he needed to find a home.
Pirtle, a balding man who
suffers from schizophrenia, received a rent-subsidized apartment through a pilot program
for Housing First, a city-funded
initiative that gives apartments
to the chronically homeless.
He has lived in an apartment
for two years, but now his landlord is facing foreclosure and the
tenants could be evicted, he said
at a panel discussion on homelessness in the Marvin Center

Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

Students Akash Zade, right, and Yash Modi light a candle at a vigil
Thursday in Kogan Plaza to honor victims of the Mumbai attacks.

Students honor
Mumbai victims
by Rachel Barker
Hatchet Reporter
A week after violent terrorist attacks shook Mumbai, India,
students gathered in Kogan Plaza
Thursday night to honor the victims.
During the candlelight vigil,
about 50 students prayed, lit candles and shared their thoughts on
the attacks. Several student organizations sponsored the event, including Ahimsa, the Sikh Student
Association, the Indian Student
Association, South Asian Graduate
Association, the South Asian Society and Satyam.
“We just wanted to get together
and show our solidarity about what
happened,” said graduate student
Ankita Mehta, cultural coordinator
for the South Asian Graduate Association.
Mehta, a Mumbai resident, described the experience of watching
the attacks unfold in her hometown
from the other side of the world.
“When I saw the pictures I
thought, ‘I go to that café every
week.’ I saw the table where I
sit,” Mehta said. “It just made me
mad.”
The Mumbai attacks, which
gripped the city and captured international attention for days, left
almost 200 people dead.

Leaders of the campus organizations said the attacks provided
an opportunity for their various
groups to join forces.
“Finally, we got to come together as one,” said senior Shana
Narula, president of the Sikh Students Association.
Junior Eshawn Rawlley, vice
president of the Indian Students
Association, said, “I don’t think
anything can bring us together like
this.”
Michael Tapscott, director of
the Multicultural Student Services
Center, delivered a statement of
support on behalf of the University
administration.
“We’re trying to find out how
to support this community at this
time,” Tapscott said, adding, “This
is a difficult time in a student’s
life to go through this kind of turmoil.”
Students praised the vigil and
reflected on the attacks.
“I think it’s great that while being so far way from India we can
come together on campus,” junior
Nina Harkhani said.
Ameeka Pannu, a first-year
medical student from Mumbai,
said the terrorist attacks were “one
of the most scary things to happen.”
She said, “If we change who we
are, if we live in fear, they win.” 

last week.
The tough economy has affected those on the verge of
homelessness in many other
ways. Last month, the D.C. City
Council cut $8 million from the
Housing First budget in response
to a $130 million budget deficit,
which challenges the city’s plan
to give out 400 apartments in
2009.
The cuts will decrease the
number of people who will receive housing next year, and will
prevent the city from buying an
apartment building to use entirely for formerly homeless people,
according to a representative
from the Department of Human
Services.
For Steve Thomas, receiving
an apartment has literally saved
his life.
His drug and alcohol addictions eventually cost him his job,
and he spent four years staying
in people's basements, crashing
on their couches and sleeping in
shelters. For a year, he lived on

Pennsylvania Avenue, he told
the small room of students and
homeless advocates.
At one point, he wanted only
the strength to commit suicide.
“I found myself about to
break,” he said. “I found myself
cursing God because he made
me so soft.”
A doctor from Unity Health
Care found Thomas on the street,
helped him get into rehab and
then into housing, which he saw
as a gift from God. For the past
five months, he has lived in an
apartment in Northwest D.C.
Renting an apartment, he
said in a later phone interview,
“affords me the opportunity to
be seen as a part of society rather
than a black mark on society.”
Thomas, a big guy who says
“have a blessed day” at the end
of his phone calls, now works
as a speaker for the National
Coalition for the Homeless and
is a vendor for the Street Sense
homeless newspaper.
Linda Kaufman, the chief

operating officer for Pathways
to Housing, an organization that
gives apartments to the homeless, said everyone should be
entitled to housing and that giving the homeless apartments “is
just cheaper.” A homeless person
who is vulnerable to illness can
cost the city between $50,000
and $70,000 a year, racking up
bills for ambulances, emergency
room tests and days spent in the
hospital, she said. It costs an average of $22,000 a year for Pathways to house a person and provide mental health services.
Pathways to Housing has
put 225 people in apartments
through the Housing First program. Most of the apartments are
east of the Anacostia River, she
said, though they place people
all over the city. The residents
pay 30 percent of their income
toward housing expenses, an average of $190 per month.
People with mental and
See HOMELESS, p. 6
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COST
from p. 1
has been a major strain on them,”
Brazaitis said. “Since my acceptance was binding, I had no
choice but to come to GW and
take out several loans.”
Senior Angela Aronoff is
also graduating early because of
her current financial situation,
and is nervous about entering
the job market earlier than expected.
“GW is really expensive, and
I came in with 21 credits from
AP classes so it was stupid not
to graduate early,” Aronoff said.
“But since I’m graduating early,
the job market scares the hell
out of me and sometimes, when
I start thinking about it, I can’t
sleep at night.”
Because of financial stress,
freshman Grace Mallory plans to
transfer to a community college
next year.
“I’m transferring because I’m
very different from a lot of students: My parents don’t pay for
my college education,” Mallory
said.
The financial aid office told
her that in order to receive aid,
she must either be dependent on
her parents or have lived at her
own permanent address for two
years – classifying her as "independent."
“Because I can’t do either of
those things, and because I come
from a middle-class family, I have
to transfer,” Mallory said. “I can’t
cover these expenses.”
Even though the financial aid
office could not assist Brazaitis,
Aronoff or Mallory, Dan Small,
executive director of student financial aid, said his department
has been working to meet the
needs of the students.
In mid-October, Small sent an
e-mail to undergraduate students

GWORLD
from p. 1
easily
duplicated,
giving
people not affiliated with the
University access to secure areas like offices and residence
halls, Pimentel said. When
GWorld 2.0 is finalized, those
cards will be secure from identify theft.

reiterating the financial options
GW offers and said the school
recognizes that more students
may need financial assistance because of the flagging economy.
“We realize that there was a
high number compared to other
years of those who are struggling,
but we are going to figure out
how to do this,” Small said.
The financial aid office has responded to more than 100 letters
from students concerned about
their financial situation, Small
said.
Small said, “We wanted to explore all their options in order for
them to make sound decisions.
But even in a good economy,
some students don’t have the finances and have other issues, but
they chose to say their reason for
leaving is the economy.”
Robert Chernak, senior
vice president for Student and
Academic Support Services,
said the University is working
to support students and their
families.
“Our Office of Student Financial Aid has reached out to
students encouraging them and
their families to contact that office
should their family’s economic
situation have deteriorated since
the start of the school year due to
the current economic recession,”
Chernak said.
GW Housing declined to give
the number of students dropping
housing for next semester.
“At this time there have not
been many cases of students
claiming the economic situation
as a reason to move off campus.
We have only had a few of these
requests,” said Seth Weinshel, director of GW Housing Programs.
“The numbers of cancellations in
general are about what we would
expect each year.”
Both Small and Chernak encourage students who have financial aid issues to explore all
financing options before making
any decisions. 
The University is confident
in the system’s capabilities to
last through the next year, Pimentel said.
“We took a hard look at
the current system’s ability to
meet our needs for the next
year, for both software and
hardware, and found that is
would last for one additional
year,” Schonfeld said.
He added that the University has not seen any major se-
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City, GW prepare for inauguration
by Shannon O’Reilly
Hatchet Reporter
As Jan. 20 quickly approaches,
federal, city and GW officials are
beginning the arduous task of
planning President-elect Barack
Obama’s inauguration, which is
expected to draw millions of visitors.
As many as four million people
are expected to attend the event.
With most of the District, including
GW, observing Inauguration Day
as a holiday, locals and visitors
will pour into the National Mall to
watch Obama deliver his inaugural address only blocks away from
campus.
John Petrie, GW’s assistant
vice president for public safety
and emergency management, will
also have a hand in inauguration
coordination since it is expected to
draw millions of people to the Uni-

SA
from p. 1
In her resignation letter, Walwema said she decided to resign
after an online conversation during which Aswani was filled with
“paranoia and distrust.”
Sophomore Jason Lifton, vice
president of community affairs,
said he planned various events
this year including a community
coat drive, the Foggy Bottom
clean-up and a Thanksgiving
dinner at St. Mary’s Court. Lifton
said Aswani did not attend many
of the events he planned.
“We had the Foggy Bottom
community clean-up where we
had dozens and dozens of people
show up on a Saturday afternoon
to help clean up,” Lifton said.
curity issues with the GWorld
cards.
“We are a victim of our success; we have been running the
system very well,” Pimentel
said. “It is really a testament to
the staff we have.”
While the development has
been postponed, Pimentel said
the University plans to gather
more information about what
faculty and students want
from the card. 

Holiday Shopping guide!

versity’s doorstep.
Petrie said security for the
event will be “really tight.”
“Talks of University security
are increased this time because of
the number of people,” he said.
For the last inauguration, between a quarter and half a million
people exited at the Foggy Bottom
and Farragut West Metro stations
to visit the National Mall, he said.
Petrie said he anticipates several meetings regarding the event’s
logistics.
Last week, he spoke with
the D.C. Homeland Security and
Emergency Management Agency
regarding the Presidential Inaugural Committee’s recent announcement that the entire Mall would be
open for the inauguration and that
parade staging grounds would be
moved to the Ellipse. Petrie also
said he has a meeting scheduled
this week with the deputy director

of the Homeland Security Emergency Management Agency.
He predicts that plans for the
inauguration will not vary too
much from the previous one in
2005. The only real change, Petrie
said, “will be less confusion.”
During the last inauguration,
Petrie said the Secret Service made
uncoordinated changes at 8:30 a.m.
on the day of the speech. The D.C.
National Guard was set to man
the inner perimeter of the event,
where tickets were required, and
the Metropolitan Police Department guarded the outer perimeter
that included the Foggy Bottom
Campus, where no tickets were
required. Secret Service suddenly
changed this after deciding they
wanted MPD on the inner perimeter to make arrests, but they neglected to change the ticket collecting instructions.
As a result, GW students and

other visitors were not allowed in
Foggy Bottom without tickets. It
took Petrie an hour and a half to
get the instructions corrected, he
said.
“I feel fairly confident that this
problem won’t happen again,”
Petrie said. “By knowing the things
we did last time, we can prevent
problems this time.”
He added, “GW students
should expect a wonderful experience.”
The Campus Advisories Web
site will be updated throughout
the inauguration with information
from emergency management and
law enforcement agencies, he said.
“It is impossible to anticipate
the number of people” attending,
said Bill Line, a spokesman for the
National Capital Region of the National Park Service, which oversees
the National Mall. “But I’m certain
we can handle what happens.” 

“Vishal showed up late, stayed
for five minutes, was complaining about something and left.”
Greta Twombly, Aswani’s
chief of staff, said it is unfortunate that the cabinet’s work
on behalf of students has gone
unnoticed because of Aswani.
Twombly added that it is frustrating that Aswani missed
events that cabinet members
have planned, like the diversity
town hall last week.
“All the work they are doing
has been really good, but it’s really frustrating as chief of staff to
not be able to publicize it,” said
Twombly, a junior. “It's frustrating to not have them get the recognition they deserve and to not
let the student body know what’s
going on.”
After meeting with Aswani,
members of his cabinet said they
are hopeful that the situation will

improve.
“We had a very honest meeting, where we discussed all our
issues we had with Vishal,” said
Chas Pressner, vice president of
financial affairs. “He was very receptive to our criticism and comments and vowed to make the
necessary changes to ensure we
have a productive year.”
Aswani pledged to change
after the confrontation with his
staff.
“All in all there has to be a
communication change from the
top down,” Aswani said in an interview after Sunday’s meeting.
“That is inclusive of the way the
organization as a whole advertises an event, all the way down to
staff-level communication.”
After Walwema resigned
Friday, Executive Vice President
Kyle Boyer sent an e-mail to Aswani and the cabinet calling for a

“leadership summit” to reassess
priorities and settle differences.
Aswani said he is attending
the summit, which Boyer noted is
a step in the right direction. Over
the course of the semester, Boyer
said he was largely excluded from
Aswani’s endeavors, though he
said he hopes this closed-door
policy will end.
“I, to this point, have been
very disappointed in the way
Vishal has approached his job,
and it has hindered my ability to
work,” said Boyer, a junior. “But
up to this point I haven’t openly
criticized him because I wanted
to and still want to give him a
chance to be the effective leader
that a lot of people thought he
could be.”
He added, “That being said, if
he does not change his approach to
his job, I am going to go in a completely different direction.” 

in our house as sort of a hostel
situation,” said a GW student’s
post on Craigslist, renting
out space in a three-bedroom
house. “We’re going to take in
probably 10 people at most to
live with the people already in
the townhouse … We’re just
trying to get as many people
into the city as possible, and
2000 for a weekend just seems
ridiculous.”
The post lists the price at
$300 a night per person, while
other posts yield quite different results. One post asks
for $30,000 for six nights in
a brownstone in the Ledroit
Park neighborhood, and another asks $50,000 for a sevenbedroom home in Northwest
D.C.
Seth Weinshel, director of

GW Housing, has also made it
clear that students in on-campus residence halls may not
rent out their rooms.
“Students are not permitted to rent or sublet their
space at anytime, under the
terms of the housing license
agreement,” Weinshel said.
Housing announced a new
policy last month that students
will be required to register
their inauguration guests before Dec. 12 and “only those
guests will be allowed to stay
in the room with the student.”
“A student is always responsible for their guest, and
a guest must be escorted by
the host at all time,” Weinshel
said. “If a student breaks a
policy, they can face judicial
action.” 

Foggy Bottom, was deemed
“too intelligent” when he
was surveyed about receiving
an apartment. Sitting on the
sidewalk on K Street, across
from Washington Circle, he
explained that though he has
not been diagnosed with anything, he still needs help. He
said he needs an apartment
where he could “get ground-

ed.” He knows at least 20 people who received apartments
through Housing First and
even though many of them
are in drug-ridden neighborhoods, they are nice apartments, he said.
He said, “If you get
grounded, if you get started in
a place. That is what it is supposed to be for.” 

HOUSING
from p. 1
Nanni said in a letter to residents. “While this event is
exciting and will attract an enthusiastic crowd, we ultimately care about the safety and
comfort of all our residents.”
Nanni said it is not safe
to have people staying in the
building who have not undergone background checks.
Several people outside the
Foggy Bottom Metro Station
last week were advertising the
site Inauguralhomes.com, and
there are more than 1,000 inauguration housing posts on
Craigslist.
“We’re renting out space

HOMELESS
from p.5
physical disabilities are prioritized on the list of those to
receive apartments through
Housing First.
Wesley, a man who has
been homeless for 20 years in

Life
Let's talk
about

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

December 11, 1969:

December 11, 2000:

December 10, 2001:

Black activist and thenGeorgia state legislator
Julian Bond spoke at Lisner
Auditorium.

The Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences faculty unanimously approved a major in
women's studies.

District agencies supported
GW plans for Ivory Tower
residence hall, which were
opposed by neighborhood
residents.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com) | Laura Treanor – Contributing Editor (ltreanor@gwhatchet.com)

Fostering friendship on and off the field
by Alison Peters
Hatchet Reporter

SEX
Seeking
Acceptance
For most people, sexuality is
a pretty basic thing. You’re attracted to men, you’re attracted to
women or you’re attracted to men
and women. However, gender
doesn’t matter to me. I’m all right
with blurring or even completely
ignoring gender lines, as long as I
find the person attractive.
The most common term for
this is pansexuality – the tendency to be attracted to people
regardless of their gender. I identify this way because I believe
the term bisexuality implies that
there are only two genders, and I
believe that there are more.
Throughout my life, I have
met and dated people who
identify as in-between genders
or as having no gender at all. As

MARSHAL
STAGGS
SEX COLUMNIST
a result, I identify as part of the
transgender community, even
though I am not a transgender
person.
A couple weeks ago author
and editor Rachel Kramer Bussel interviewed me for her book
about sexualities like mine. An
increasing number of people are
beginning to believe that the term
bisexuality doesn’t apply to them
and that they have sexual preferences that lie outside the typical
male and/or female combinations. I believe that I lie in this
gray area, possessing a very fluid
sexuality.
Bussel brought up something
interesting. “Do you feel like you
are a part of the LGBT community?” she asked. I do not. Although
I have an “alternative sexuality”
and fall under the “T” in this acronym, I don’t participate in Allied in Pride events and I believe
that transgender and transsexual
(known collectively as “trans”)
people are lagging in the fight for
acceptance.
It was hard for me to get
excited about writing about this,
because there is such a misunderstanding about the trans community. Trying to explain who I
am and who I love is usually met
with confusion, much more than
I believe I would be faced with
coming out as gay. It’s easy, but
fair, to blame this on our culture.
Shaun is an ex-girlfriend of
mine who is at the beginning
of the transitioning process and
facing problems with acceptance.
He is struggling with how to approach becoming who he really is.
“People stereotype me and
there’s a lot of pressure,” he said.
“That’s why I didn’t want to
transition earlier, because I didn’t
fit the stereotype for being a girl
my age. I was uncomfortable, so I
thought that maybe if I looked the
part of a stereotypical college girl
I would feel better about myself
because I would feel like I was
supposed to. I got a dress and big
sunglasses, but it didn’t make me
feel better. I just felt more awkward.”
Shaun’s friends were not accepting of who he was. Refusal
to call him by his new name and
rejection of his masculine traits
sent him into a spiral of depression. Almost a year and an eating
disorder later, he is finally learning how to be himself.
He says this about the process:
“I thought I might just be going
through a phase, but I’ve been
happier since I acknowledged
who I am.” Shaun is open on
his campus now, and people are
becoming increasingly accepting,
especially when he is up front.
His case is not uncommon.
One of his friends, transitioning in the opposite direction, has
faced similar societal barriers. As
accepting as people are of lesbians, gays and bisexuals, the “T”
is getting left out. For those of us
who are part of the trans community, cultural acknowledgement
is still far out of reach, mainly
because people don’t understand
how someone can be born into a
body that doesn’t fit them.
But there's no reason that
trans people can't be accepted
along with the rest of the gay
community. We're all fighting the
same battle. 

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Members of G-Dub Ultimate, the men's Ultimate Frisbee team, get mohawks before their end
-of-season tournament in November.

Although the first frost has
already come, The Hatchet
continued its search for the
best frozen yogurt in the
District this week. In our
final match-up, we tasted
what Georgetown and
Dupont had to offer. For
those of you still hankering
for a spoonful of summer,
you don’t have to go too
far for satisfaction.

Razor? Check. Chair? Check. Testosterone? Always.
It was a Tuesday night in November and members of the
men’s Ultimate Frisbee team were prepping for their end of the
season tournament by getting Mohawks in a friend’s apartment.
Taking style to a new level, the close-knit G-Dub Ultimate
team has created a subculture on campus. All in the name of team
bonding, members shave their heads, compete in roshambo and
storm the United Church sale on 20th and G streets together each
year for quirky clothing.
“The main reason to doing things like getting mohawks is to
be more than just guys that play a sport together,” said Garrett
McInnes, co-captain of the team. “If we can spend time with each
other, we can all know each other better. That way I can trust guys
to do things I need them to do and they trust me to play my game
on the field.”
A major bonding activity each season centers on the annual
sale at the nearby United Church, members said. Over the past
few years, players have developed rules and advice on how to
expertly cruise the sale, sifting through the goods for unique items
like clothing, accessories and furniture.
The same charisma that the team brings to this activity, they
bring to the field.
The absence of a referee to monitor Ultimate games means
that each member must adhere to moral standards during play.
Roshambo is used for settling disputes before and during a game,
though the team adds “piss” and “fire” to the usual rock, paper
and scissors of roshambo, said teammate Tavish DeAtley, a senior.
Piss loses to rock, paper, and scissors, but beats fire. Fire beats
everything but piss.
“The kicker is that fire can only be thrown once in your lifetime, while water can be thrown anytime and as many times as
one opts to,” DeAtley said. Once a player throws fire, his fellow
members are reminded over the team listserv that he no longer
has this option.
Civility and responsibility on the field translates into acceptance and camaraderie off the field. One aspect of Ultimate that
attracts players is the subculture created by the sport’s basic statutes. As long as a player is willing to work hard, it is easy to find
acceptance within the community, said captains Lyle Harrod and
McInnes.
Freshman Aaron Weiss agreed. “I love playing Ultimate. It’s
a culture and a sport, and beyond that, it’s just a good group of
guys.”
Players often receive nicknames as a way to re-enforce the organization’s bond. Some of the names are related to a former team
member or something a player has done during action. DeAtley
was dubbed “Spirit Foul” after an accusation from an opposing
coach that he had “fouled” the game guidelines.
This fall, G-Dub Ultimate, a student organization since 1998,
ranked fifth out of 55 teams at the Colonial Ultimate Frisbee tournament, one of the largest East Coast fall tournaments.
It is also part of the Ultimate Players Association, the umbrella
organization for Ultimate Frisbee, and is ranked in the top 11 percent of the 620 teams registered with the UPA.
Although Ultimate Frisbee is not just a college sport, more
than 50 percent of registered members are college players, a testament to the sport’s popularity on campuses nationwide since its
creation in the late 1960s.
Because the social connections between players often makes
it difficult for them to leave the organization, one of its strongest
features is a strongly connected alumni group. An alumni event is
scheduled for early January.
Senior Aaron Di Silvestro said, “Ultimate has been an important part of college for me. Some guys have frats. I have
this.” 

Fro-yo face-off
A guide to frozen yogurt on campus and around the District
by Remy Tumin | Food Columnist

Tangysweet

Mr.Yogato

Sweetgreen

Tangysweet is frozen yogurt for grownups. As one of the greenest restaurants
in D.C., Tangysweet’s homemade recipe
comes with daily-cut organic fruit, a refreshing strawberry water to cleanse your
palette and sophisticated toppings for an
American classic. Lit by changing LED
light cubes, the "yogurt lounge" allows
customers to enjoy their frozen yogurt
in an eco-friendly atmosphere. 2029 P St.
N.W., Open Sunday-Thursday: 11 a.m.-11
p.m., Friday-Saturday: 11 a.m.-12 a.m.

Mr. Yogato is a healthy reminder of why
you loved ice cream as a kid. Open since
June, Mr. Yogato offers 18 flavors of frozen yogurt, 44 regular toppings and 37
secret toppings such as goat cheese, Nutella, and oat bran. Between Seinfeld Trivia
night every Tuesday, a daily fitness challenge, Super Nintendo and the 10 percent student discount, Mr. Yogato leaves
your tummy and wallet happy. 1515 17th
St. N.W., Sunday-Thursday, 12 p.m.–11
p.m., Friday-Saturday, 12 p.m.-1 a.m.

Fully wind-powered, Sweetgreen is an
eco-friendly and tummy-friendly addition
to M Street. Sweetgreen is a Green-Certified Restaurant. It prides itself on promoting sustainable living through its approach
to food. While Sweetgreen offers a vast
salad bar, the frozen yogurt is what has
drawn locals into this eatery since 2004.
Winter blues got you down? Students
can visit Sweetgreen every Wednesday
for a free frozen yogurt when they buy
a salad! 3333 M St. N.W., Open MondayFriday: 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Saturday-Sunday:
12:00 p.m.-8 p.m.

Flavor Range:

Original tart, green tea, pomegranate and
the flavor of the month, pumpkin spice.

When we visited, original tangy, bliz cherry, original soft and duffocino.

Plain tart.

Price:

$5.50 for a medium with 3 toppings.
$0.69 per ounce.

$4.05 for a “middle,” with 3 toppings and
student discount. $0.50 per ounce.

$4.40 for a small with 3 toppings. $1.10
per ounce.

8 oz. and 198 calories.

8 oz. and 240 calories.

I never thought I’d describe frozen yogurt
as sexy, but the pomegrante is as close to
sexy as any frozen yogurt will ever get.
The green tea is light and not overpowering, the original is a classic tart and the
pumpkin spice is like a slice of pie. With
18 toppings including fruit, Cinnamon
Toast Crunch and coconut, Tangysweet is
a refreshing and modern addition to the
frozen yogurt trend.

Between the friendly staff, neighborhood
feel and fun environment, it almost seems
as though the frozen yogurt is secondary
to the rest. Original tangy yogurt works
well as a base.The light and refreshing bliz
cherry is good enough to substitute for
the real fruit. The original soft has a more
vanilla-yogurty taste. The duffocino measures up to any great coffee Frappuccino.
With all these options, there is no doubt
that Mr.Yogato will take care of your taste
buds.

About:

Size/Calories:
Taste:

4 oz. and 80 calories.

Sweetgreen was the last stop on our frozen yogurt tour, and while we may have
had a few too many live cultures in our
body for one day, their frozen yogurt lived
up to its popular reputation. The tartest
of the bunch, Sweetgreen frozen yogurt,
allowed us to control the sweetness. We
added candied walnuts, almonds and
fresh strawberries, but could have gone
with chocolate chips, mango or granola.
During a day full of shopping, you’ll want
a cup full of Sweetgreen frozen yogurt to
reboot for another round.
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just like they have in Europe?
I know you are busy, so I called Metro
just to be sure they hadn’t already planned
to build a tram network. A Metro spokesperson told me, “Metro has no plans to do
that.”
However, I read in a Czech newspaper
that D.C. has already purchased trams from a
Dear Santa,
Czech manufacturer. The only problem is that
It’s been awhile since I last wrote to you. there are no tracks for the streetcars. Can your
To be honest, I’ve been a little upset ever since elves bring us some track?
you didn’t bring me the Thomas the Tank EnSecond on the list: a new study abroad polgine model train set I asked for back in kin- icy. Right now students must pay GW tuition
dergarten.
when they go overseas. That means a student
I know I’m a bit old to be writing you, but studying in Germany – where most universiI’d like to ask you to put your
ties are completely free – still
elves to work on something to
has to pay GW tuition.
make life better for my fellow
Nothing against the
CLAYTON M.
Colonials.
folks at the Office for Study
A tram system is at the
Abroad, but the policy is
MCCLESKEY
top of my Christmas list. The
ridiculous. If you could deMetro may be great for interns
a better system, I know
LIFE COLUMNSIST velop
making coffee deliveries up
many Colonials that would
to the Hill or for folks who
be most gracious.
live out in the boondocks of
The University isn’t just
Northern Virginia, but the subway isn’t so about students. We have a lot of staff here, too.
useful for moving around inside the District, In fact, GW is the second-largest employer in
especially on weekend nights. For example, D.C. So, I asked 15-year GW veteran Eydie
the area between Dupont and Logan Circle Costantino – who runs the University Honors
is a public transit black hole. And the walk to Program and knows GW better than anyone –
Georgetown can be surprisingly long when what the staff would like from Santa.
it’s freezing outside.
Did you know the University isn’t closed
So, Santa, could we get some tramlines, the week between Christmas and New Year’s?

of life

The GW Hatchet
While students are relaxing at home by the
fire, University employees have to report for
work. Do you think you could give them the
week off for Christmas?
Eydie also told me to ask you bring back a
sense of community to GW.
“We used to have it, but we don’t anymore. Everyone is out to get each other and
we don’t work together,” she told me.
So, maybe you could leave some team
spirit in the staff’s stockings this year.
Speaking of stocking stuffers, here’s a few
more little things we could use: lower tuition,
affordable housing, a Trader Joe's that accepts
GWorld, a GWireless network that always
works well and more restaurants like Founding Farmers.
In closing, I have one personal request. My
hairline is retreating faster than a French solider. And I feel embarrassed to go to CVS and
buy Rogaine. It’s locked up in a special case,
so I have to stand there and wait while they
announce over the intercom, “Prematurely
balding guy in aisle four. Someone unlock the
Rogaine.”
Do you think you could discreetly slide
some Rogaine into my stocking? Then nobody
will have to know. Thanks!
I hope you and Mrs. Claus have a Merry
Christmas. I’ll be sure to leave some eggnog
out for you on Christmas Eve.
Merry Christmas from Washington,
Clayton

Life

Skimping on sleep
Students make up for lack of shuteye
with coffee, snacks and exercise

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Sleep-deprived students may experience dangerous long- and
short-term health problems.
by Marielle Mondon
Hatchet Reporter
Senior Andrew Beazeale
frequents the Gelman Starbucks in the middle of the
night so often that the baristas
know his order and his favorite seat along the side of the
counter.
His sleeping
habits – little
rest, large
amounts
of
caffeine and
no choice
but to procrastinate
on
homework
because
courses, jobs and extracurriculars occupy daytime hours –
are common among many GW
students.
The morning rush at Gelman
Starbucks pales in comparison
to the lines that curve out the
door about 16 hours later. Late
at night, the coffee shop fills
with students ready to burn
the midnight oil.
But this type of sleep deprivation has dangerous longand short-term effects, including an increase in weight and
decrease of concentration, said
Dr. Vivek Jain.
Jain, who works for the
American Board of Sleep Medicine and the Division of Sleep
Medicine at the GW Hospital,
said it is difficult for young
people to understand how to
treat their insomnia.
“They may try different
therapies for it, including medications and alcohol, not recognizing that they don’t have a
disease but instead a different
circadian rhythm. It becomes a
vicious cycle.”
Many students said they
can stay awake so late because
they consume caffeine and fre-

quent the gym.
But Jain said neither caffeine nor exercise are substitutes for sleep, which is the
only way to stay energized in
a healthy way.
In addition to a loss of concentration, another side effect
of sleep deprivation is an
increase in
body mass
index. “The
way
the
brain is wired
is that it thinks
that fatigue is
equivalent
to
hunger, and unfortunately, hunger for
the wrong, unhealthy types of
food,” Jain said.
Senior Matthew Eapen can
attest to late-night cravings.
“If I stay up late, I’ll definitely start ordering food.
And of course, DC Snacks is
the only thing open at 2 in the
morning,” he said.
Many students said they
sleep late on the weekends
to make up for the sleep they
lose Monday through Friday.
This is a common habit for
college students, but in the
medical world, it alludes to the
larger issue of “delayed sleep
phase syndrome.” Those with
the syndrome adapt to sleep
schedules conflicting with expected sleeping norms. Then
insomnia and the use of products such as medicine and alcohol to fall asleep may lead to
substance abuse.
Junior Hallie Boyce said
she tries to maintain healthy
routines as she juggles work
and school.
“Naps are key. It’s also
good to take a lot of breaks
when you study,” she said. “I
don’t drink coffee or energy
drinks, though. They’re not
good for you!” 
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

The GW Hatchet

GWMARKETPLACE

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

JOBS
!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.

Babysitter needed for 2 children
(9 & 7) ~ 6-8 pm, Monday - Friday
in Alexandria VA. Overnight sitting
occasionally. Own transportation
desirable. 703-768-2660.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25
words, and $.30 per word beyond
that.
All classifieds should be placed online.
If you cannot access the internet, ads
may be placed via email, fax or in
person at our office. An extra fee
may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard,
American Express and Discover, as
well as cash and check through our
office.

Finals? Stressed?
Students take sometime off and
place an ad online for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

Edited by Will Shortz
ACROSS
1 “Green ___” of
1960s TV
6 Spoiled kid
10 Bossy’s offspring
14 Fill the crevices
of, as a window
frame
15 Capital of Italia
16 Zero-shaped
17 Etiquette expert
writes messages
online?
19 Device for a
plow team
20 Thieves’ locale
21 Moist, as
morning grass
22 Dog : barked ::
cat : ___
24 Frees (of)
25 Poverty
26 Singer
speculates?
31 Eliminate the
stubble
32 Pupil’s
surrounder

33 ___ & Tina
Turner Revue
35 Misjudges
36 Princess who
helped Jason
38 Tel ___
39 Ballot marks
40 When repeated,
a Samoan city
41 Ingrid Bergman
or Bjorn Borg
42 Artist clears the
bases?
46 Food, informally
47 Actress Lupino
and others
48 Many Halloween
costumes
51 Cross-country
___
52 Grain in
Cheerios
55 Announcement
for the head of a
queue
56 Actress
searches?
59 Skater’s jump

60 “___ and out”
61 Bar legally
62 Decrease, as the
moon
63 Rover’s “hands”
64 Hotel offerings

DOWN
1 Scored perfectly
on
2 Arrived
3 Damage beyond
repair
4 90° pipe turn
5 Jump from a
plane
6 Read a little
here and there
7 Pink, as cheeks
8 Gal. or qt.
9 One of the six
states of
Australia
10 Cousin of the
gray wolf
11 Declare openly
12 Great Salt ___
13 Skipped town
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
18 Foot: Prefix
SE AL HM IO B 23 Wraps up
BB OL S A CM E F O R L OK DS
E
I
R
E
A
E
C
I
TA PE OO DN A 24 Guns, as an
A R C O
A D I E U
engine
RA I L OT S E R D NO AM T E ES R OC UF TO ES S
N O R I T S H P E E R PN L D I EG WH T TS A H 25 Had on
SC NA E F AE D S E PS AE LA T TO E T E 26 One “tamed” in
Shakespeare
I L A S T S R T E R P A W L N I AV R I ED R 2
PD I E T C R V E I E D E RO AC FA EM RE R A 2 27 Ankle bones
A SS E T AE E G RU T S S T YO A WE OR WA TT
28 To whom a
husband leaves
C L A S A S R A S C OT N I O NN E TS HS EE R 2
an estate
NO I S T T AE LR
E L O
EF AR RA T C H S
L E S S E T U S D S E P O TD E CN AT LS M 2 29 Potomac, for
A DV I E R E A C I T DO R PS I S LH UO TU T 2
one
TR OE NV I E R R SO EM DE EO C I A SL I T OA N 30 Loses control on
AE RR T E S S I A R A I I A KS
TB P I EE DR A 2
a snowy road,
I S ME OR K T AM E F T DR AO
ES SE SE EK N
say

1

2

3

4

5

6

14

7

9

10

15

17

22

24

31
35

36

49

23

28

29

32

33

37

30
34

44

46

47

50

45

51

52

55

56

59

60

61

62

63

64

57

53

54

58

Puzzle by Susan Gelfand

34 Cain and Abel’s
mother
36 Bobbysoxer’s
hangout
37 They’re subject
to inflation
38 Inspires
reverence in

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

41

43

31 Gender

Free Classifieds!

38

40
42

13

25

27

39

12

19

21

26

11

16

18

20

48
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40 Warm-up exam
for future
collegians
41 See 53-Down
43 Butterfinger
candy bar maker
44 Parkgoers with
backpacks
45 Chief Norse god
48 Chew (on)

49 Six: Prefix
50 Plow team
51 Whole lot
52 Aware of
53 With 41-Down,
nuclear device
54 Recipe
measures: Abbr.
57 Actress Longoria
58 G.I. uplifter

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Alex Byers – Asst. Sports Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)

Hobbs should
alter substitution style
Ardent followers of GW’s
men’s basketball team may
have thought they were experiencing déjà vu during the
Colonials’ 76-53 loss to Maryland Sunday at the Verizon
Center.

ANDREW ALBERG
SPORTS EDITOR
The Terrapins moved the
ball around the perimeter
with purpose and precision
from the opening tip, leading to a series of unguarded
three-pointers that gave
Maryland an early and insurmountable lead.
Fans who thought the
strategy
looked
familiar
would be right: Vanderbilt
did the same thing during its
77-44 throttling of the Colonials in the 2007 NCAA Tournament.
In both games, the disparity between GW and its opponents was obvious every
time the ball changed hands.
When GW was in possession,
it passively went through
the motions of offensive sets
before inevitably forcing a
pass or settling for a lowpercentage jump shot. When
the ball switched teams, the
Alex Ellis/photo editor Terrapins stuck to their plan,
Sophomore forward Xavier Alexander is guarded by two Maryland players during the GW's 76-53 establishing a rhythm as the
loss. The game saw 10 different Colonials play 10 minutes or more.

Swimming copes
with injuries
by Vyomika Jairam
Hatchet Staff Writer
Despite a litany of injuries and
illnesses, GW's swim and dive
teams believe they are ready to
make an impact in the Atlantic 10.
With six swimmers out for
the Colonials’ Saturday meet
against Old Dominion, head
coach Dan Rhinehart’s teams
still had three first-place finishes and 14 second-place
finishes. Senior David Zenk
won two events, the 50- and
100-yard backstroke, as many
swimmers doubled up on
events to make up for missing
teammates.
“It has a huge impact when we
have this many kids out,” Rhinehart said. “We have a lot of swimmers doubling up on events and
on the other side are the kids who
could be contributing, but they
can’t” due to injury or illness.
The shortage of swimmers is
not only impacting the team at
meets, but at practices as well.
“It’s been tough on practices,
because that’s where we really
come together,” Zenk said. “It
really takes a toll on morale and
on our chances later in the season
because those swimmers aren’t
able to practice.”
But it has also given some
young swimmers a chance to

step up.
“It’s been great to see that the
freshmen can handle the additional pressure, and that they’ve
transitioned so well,” sophomore
Andrew Maguire said.
Freshman Davin Harding
has made an immediate impact for the men, winning the
100-yard butterfly and placing
second in the 500-yard freestyle
against Old Dominion. On the
women’s team, freshman Isabel
Tawney had two second place
finishes in the 50- and 100-yard
backstroke.
Up next for the teams are
a training session over winter
break, when they will head down
to Puerto Rico for a week to prepare for the second half of the
season and the Atlantic 10 Championships, where they finished
last a year ago.
The Colonials have three
more meets before A-10s, the first
of which is a four-school conference meet with UMass, Rhode
Island and La Salle in mid-January. The event will serve as a barometer for the Colonials to find
out where they stand among
their peers.
“We want to make big strides
in the Atlantic 10,” Zenk said. “I
think that we’ve got a legitimate
chance at finishing in the top
five.” 

game progressed.
GW never established a
rhythm. One could chalk that
up to going up against an opponent which recently beat the
fifth-ranked team in the nation,
but that would be only half the
story. Instead, it may be time
for head coach Karl Hobbs
to abandon the fast-subbing,
short-leash style he is known
for.
The style works against
lower-tier opponents because
the Colonials' athleticism is too
much for other teams to handle. But against better teams,
GW needs more than just
athelticism; it needs to execute.
Moreover, games against teams
like Maryland are when Hobbs
might benefit from playing his
seven best players and giving
them breathing room.
Hobbs frequently takes
players out of the game for
fundamental mistakes like forgetting to box out or missing a
defensive assignment. Whether
he does it as a type of negative
reinforcement or so he can explain the mistake to them. Either way, it prevents players
from correcting their mistakes
immediately.
When they re-enter the
game, players have to get a feel
for what is going on on the
court all over again. Inevitably, the team’s play suffers as
a result, just as a band’s performance would stutter if its
guitarist and drummer were

“Against better teams,
GW needs more than
just athleticism: it
needs to execute...
Hobbs might be best
off playing only his
seven best players.”
replaced between every song,
Against the Terrapins, a
squad suffering from a dearth
of inside presences, GW’s best
player Rob Diggs played just
22 minutes – barely more than
half the game – and 10 GW
players played double-digit
minutes. Had Diggs been allowed to figure out what works
best against the Terrapins' forwards through trial and error,
he may have been able to keep
his team in the game. As it was,
he never established himself in
the post and had just two rebounds.
It could be that Maryland
really was that much better
than GW and there was nothing
Hobbs or any player could have
done to keep the game close.
But had a core group of players
taken their licking together on
the court, they may have been
able to learn together and prevent it from happening the next
time they play a team of the Terrapins' caliber. 

Maryland dismantles GW from the start
from p. 1
favor and keep the momentum on his team’s side.
From there, GW was left
playing a futile game of catchup, having trouble establishing a rhythm on offense as
Maryland built its lead to 19
heading into halftime. GW
head coach Karl Hobbs employed multiple personnel
looks throughout the game,
bringing all three of the team’s
seniors off the bench and giving junior Hermann Opoku
the most extensive playing
time – 23 minutes – of his collegiate career.
“We just felt we wanted
to play guys who were working harder in practice,” Hobbs
said. “Last year I probably
had the most change in starting lineups of any team in the
country and this year we may
head toward that same direction.”
With junior Johnny Lee’s
return from the wrist injury
that had kept him out of the
season’s first four contests,
the Colonials were able to
employ two point guards on
the court simultaneously for
much of the game. But even
with Lee providing an extra
ball-handler in the rotation to
flank freshman Tony Taylor
and sophomore Travis King,
Alex Ellis/photo editor GW tallied twice as many
Junior forward Hermann Opoku dunks the ball against Maryland. turnovers (16) as assists
(eight).
Opoku played a career-high 23 minutes.

“We’re just trying to prepare for the future,” Hobbs
said. “We’ve got to get (King)
and Tony playing together because that’s what I envision
for the future.”
Hobbs stopped short of
blaming player rustiness after his team’s 10-day layoff
since its last game, instead
praising his opponent’s performance in the annual charity event.
“They are coming off a
great win, they are a terrific
basketball team and they
also have great size and great
physicality,” he said. “I think
today’s game was a question
of a team that really understood the importance of today’s game.”
The extended break between games was spent focusing on the team’s rebounding and free-throw shooting
deficiencies, Hobbs said last
week, but the familiar culprits showed themselves
again. After beginning the
game with a 15-3 advantage
on the glass, GW ended the
game in a rebounding deficit while converting just nine
of their 16 attempts from the
line.
GW will have five days
to work out the kinks before
their next game, a Dec. 13
home date with Harvard. Tipoff is set for 2 p.m. 
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Here’s to the drinking hat and
the “World’s Best Boss” coffee mug.
You’ve had a hell of a run.
We can’t believe you’re leaving. We’ll miss you,

With love, a grateful Hatchet.

Check out the Hatchet's

Holiday Shopping guide!
See the inside pullout

Hatchet

Holiday
Season

Holiday shopping
guide

Inside...
Deep discounts in
the area
PAGES 4-5

Advice from a Thinking outside
personal shopper
the box
PAGE 6
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Gift Giving Guide

The most memorable
gift you’ve received

“I was obsessed with the show
“Entourage,” and my friends
went out and bought me a
signed poster of Jeremy Piven.”
BERJ GHAZARIAN,

freshman

Interviews by Amanda Panitch | photos by Jonathan Ewing

“I got a car when I was
sixteen.”
SHELBI CHENOWITH,

senior

“I got a tree swing last year.
I wanted it when I was five,
and I never got it.”
REBECCA HADAD,

freshman

“The best gift I got
was a bike. I got
to ride it around
the house because
it wasn’t dirty yet.
How often do you
get to ride a bike
around the house?”
HARLEEN SOHI,

freshman

“My great-grandmother
forgot how old I was
three years ago, and
she gave me a Dancing,
Rocking Elmo.”
MIKE SULLIVAN,

“When I was five, I got a Barbie Dream
House, and my sister and cousins destroyed
it during Christmas dinner. It was tragic.”
KELLEY STOKES,

junior

freshman

“The best present I got was a Maltese
puppy.”
LAURA SALEMA,

senior
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Holiday shopping ...
to:

Rugby Striped Hoodie Scarf
Urban Outﬁtters
3222 M St. N.W.

Aunt

Love Charm Necklace
$49

Hogwild Mini Robo
Vacuum

+
for: Grandma
Grandpa

Crate and Barrel
4820 Massachusetts Ave. N.W.

As the nation looks to Washington to solve
its economic dilemma, Foggy Bottom retailers are
trying to weather the storm with deep discounts
aimed toward GW students, one of their primary
sources of revenue.
Though sales on the Friday after Thanksgiving
were up 3 percent from 2007, ShopperTrak, a business
research firm that focuses in retail, has predicted a 9.9
percent retail traffic decrease for the holiday season.
“Currently we’re anticipating the lowest retail sales
and total U.S. traffic numbers we’ve seen since we started
compiling this data in 2001,” Bill Martin, co-founder of
ShopperTrak, said in a news release.
College students are not the target audience for
national chains, which are more focused on their parents,
but many stores around campus have come to rely on GW
students to provide a large percentage of their profits.
Hamid Shah, the manager of Expressions, a

women’s clothing store in 2000 Penn, said
about 20 percent of sales usually come from
GW students.
“This year has been bad, and our sales are
not as good as they’ve been in the past. It’s been
slow because of the economy,” he said. “There has
definitely been a decrease in GW students shopping
here. Last year we had double the amount of GWorld
sales.”
To entice students and other shoppers into the
store, he said they have planned to discount all of the
merchandise by 40 percent as the holiday shopping
season progresses.
“Right now we have about half the store on sale,”
Shah said. “But I think once the economy bounces back
we’ll be fine.”
That’s the mindset at the Betsey Johnson store on
M Street in Georgetown, where the store’s computer
backgrounds read, “What Recession?” They are

Banana Republic
3200 M St. N.W.

To: Roomie

$14.95

Tea Sampler
$30 for a set of three

by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer

for: Girlfriend

Sterling Vase

to:

Area retailers boost
discounts for GW students

$38

Sis

December 2008 | 5

See ECONOMY, p. 7

for:

Bro

Teaism
800 Connecticut Ave.
N.W.

Washington Nationals
Baseball Cap

$20 - $35
Hat Zone
Pentagon City

to:

Boyfriend

USB Beverage Cooler

$23.50

www.amazon.com

To: Mom

Apple Pomegranate Gift Set
(Body Wash + Body Butter)
$14

for: Dad

$20

My Life Digital
Photo Clock
$29.95

www.Fredﬂare.com

Brookstone
Pentagon City

Sephora
3065 M St. N.W.

to:

Uncle

Record Album Coasters

$16

Urban Outﬁtters
3222 M St. N.W.

... during a recession

Gift Giving Guide
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Personal Shopper Advice:

Shopping on a budget
by Madiha Malik
Hatchet Reporter
With the holiday season finally here,
people are feeling the pressure to buy
gifts while saving money. The Hatchet
spoke with personal shopper Rachel
Rosenthal, who works for Rosey’s
Urban Style, a personal organizining
and shopping company, to gain some
insight on how to shop smart.
Q: What do you think is the most
popular item this holiday season?
A: For college kids, it is anything
computerized. I always see collegeaged kids on their computers, listening
to music or whatever. So a really great
gift would be to buy someone a gift
certificate to the Apple store or maybe
something electronic or computerized
that is still affordable.
Q: Do you have a recommendation
for what to buy family members?
A: I always tell people when they
are buying or when I buy for them
to personalize the gift and base it on
the personalities and interests of the
recipient. I think now that we are
officially in a recession, families are
cutting back on the amount of gifts they
buy for others and buying thoughtful
gifts that will be of more value. A
good gift for parents in general is
the popular computerized picture

frames that you can upload pictures on
to so when you are not home or you’re
away, it’s a great way for parents to see
photos of you guys.
Q: How much would you
recommend spending on different
people?
A: I really think it depends on your
relationship and your budget. I don’t
think you should set a limit because the
most expensive gift is not necessarily
the best gift. The cheapest gift could be
the best for parents, whether it’s putting
together a collage of pictures or doing
something thoughtful for them. Buying
them something you know they need
is going to make a huge difference, but
I think it’s more the thought than the
actual price of the gift that matters.
Q: What advice would you give
to college students who are on a tight
budget?
A: Think about your recipients
and think about your budget. Think
out of the box and creatively. It doesn’t
have to be something expensive. Your
generation is much more technologically
savvy than your parents, so something
like a calendar is $10 right now. When
you put pictures of the family and give
it as a gift, it is going to seem like it was
worth a lot more because you took the
time to do it. And it’s family pictures,
which have sentimental value. You

don’t have to spend a lot to get
a lot out of the present.
Q: What if you have a lot of friends
but can’t afford to buy something for
every person?
A: If you have a big group of friends
and everyone is in the same situation,
I would suggest doing something like
Secret Santa, so you don’t have to buy
for every single person but just for one
person. Everyone can get together, set
a limit of how much money everyone
agrees to spend and then do an
exchange. Or you can do something like
getting together and going to dinner
with everybody, so you’re not buying
individual presents but you are
having the same fun experience
together.
Q: Any there any big sales in
particular stores?
A: We are in a recession right now
so stores are offering huge discounts
to get people to buy their items. Stores
like Old Navy and Gap are having huge
sales now and are going to have them
all the way until Christmas Day. You are
going to get maybe a bigger sale the last
three days before Christmas, but I don’t
know how many people will do that.
Q: What mistakes can shoppers
avoid to spend more wisely?
A: Making a list of the people you are

shopping for and
possibly the type of gift they want or
jotting down some of their interests
before you go into the mall is going to
be a huge time saver as well as a money
saver because people who just walk in
to the mall will spend more on stuff that
is not needed. Also if you are trying to
save money, it helps to write down a
ballpark figure for a limit of how much
you want to spend on each person. It
will give you more of a conscience of
how much you want to spend on that
individual.
Q: Are there any stores that you
recommend going to in the area?
A: I would say Pentagon City
Mall. You are going to get better deals
at the mall, in general, instead of little
boutique stores because those small
shops do not have to take out as much
inventory, so their sales are probably
going to be less than a huge shopping
mall. Also, at a mall you have more
choices and more availability of
items. 

Looking for something different? Here are a few ideas.
Charitable gifts

purchase price to a charity of the buyer ’s
choice. Visit iGive.com.

The holiday season is also about helping those less
fortunate. Below are some places to pick out the perfect gift
while benefiting others, too.

Target
The profits from certain gifts will
benefit either the Salvation Army or St.
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.
Visit target.com.

(PRODUCT) RED
A variety of companies like Apple, Converse and
Starbucks are donating revenue from certain products,
such as the red iPod nano, to benefit AIDS victims in
Africa. Visit joinred.com.
eBay Giving Works
Sellers on eBay can now choose to donate a
portion of their profits to the charity of their choice.
Buyers are able to see how much of each purchase will
go to charity and which cause it will support. Visit
eBaygivingworks.com.
iGive.com
This Web site offers products from more than 700
companies, ranging from Barnes & Noble to Gap to
Pottery Barn, which will donate a percentage of the

Experience gifts
Interested in getting your mom a gift
that you can share together? Run out of ideas
for what to get your best friend? Below are
some Web sites that offer the gift of experience.
Warning: These can be pretty expensive.
Excitations
This company offers mostly outdoor
experiences, such as archery lessons and hot air
balloon rides, but also offers cooking classes and
a “brew your own beer” option. The excitations.
com Web site separates the various experiences by

proximity to large cities across
the country.
Cloud 9 Living
From different kinds of
massages to golf outings,
Cloud9Living.com
has
experiences for just about
everyone. The Web site
boasts more than 1,700
different opportunities.
Xperience Days
While similar to both
Excitations and Cloud 9 Living,
Xperience Days has more locales
and is slightly less pricey. For
example, for less than $100, those in
the Los Angeles area can climb into a
fighter pilot’s seat and experience a highperformance military flight simulator. Visit
xperiencedays.com for more information. 
–Joanna Shapes

December 2008 | 7

Gift Giving Guide

Discounts abound
in rough economy
from p.4-5
featuring up to 70 percent off sale
items, with $295 empire waist
dresses marked down to $88.50.
“We’re more of an occasion
store, and students come here to
get dresses for formals and events.
Even though sales are down,
parties are still happening,” Jenny
Zinn, the store’s manager said. “But
this is the slowest holiday season
I’ve seen in 15 years in retail. I
think we’ve seen a decrease in GW
students spending money because,
in general, people are being more
cautious of what they’re buying.
But recessions start because people
stop spending money.”
One
spending
incentive
the store is featuring is it’s
participation in the Georgetown
Bar Hop & Shop sponsored by LG.
Participants receive a $5 discount
guide to various stores and bars
on M street, including Betsey
Johnson.
But many students have cut
back on their consumerism not
because they’re scared to spend,
but because of the economy has
affected their families.
“The recent economic crises
have definitely affected me,”

freshman Adriana Carlile said.
“I’m more aware of what I’m
buying, and I’m not buying
unnecessary things anymore. It’s
healthier to watch your money.”
Carlile said that though she
usually checks out the bargains on
Black Friday, she decided not to
purchase anything this year partly
because she and her family have
decided to forgo holiday gifts.
Many stores on campus, like
Expressions, have offered new
enticements or discounted items to
get students to open their wallets.
Starbucks, which has two locations
on campus, has partnered with
Costco to offer five $20 gift cards
for $80, lowered prices on many
holiday items like mugs and CDs
and introduced a $25 reward card
that allows shoppers to get 10
percent off coffee and gifts.
Relaxed Tanning and Day Spa
next to the Dakota on F Street is
offering members 15 percent off any
spa service this month. Tresses, a hair
salon on 19th and G streets, offers $5
discounts on haircuts for students.
The Metropolitan Optical store in
the Shops at 2000 Penn is offering
30 percent off all nonprescription
sunglasses. Steve Madden on M

Items for your inner circle
from p.4-5

Grandparents:
Winter Village
Dishtowel
$18
Anthropologie
3222 M St. N.W.
Quotes with Gems
Stationery
$19.95
Papyrus
1300 Wisconsin
Ave. N.W.

Sister:
Tavo Gloves for
iPod
$25
tavoproducts.com

Brother:
Giant Ear Bud
Speakers

$40
Urban Outfitters
3222 M St. N.W.

3222 M St. N.W.

The Complete
Guide to Things
That Might Kill You
$20
mxyplyzyk.com

Silver Wire
Earrings
$20
Hirshhorn
Museum store
Independence
Avenue at Seventh
Street N.W.

Father:

Travel Shaving
Cream
$14
The Art of Shaving
Pentagon City
Art Blakey & The
Jazz Messengers,
“Moanin’”
$11.99
Barnes & Noble
555 12th St. N.W.

Mother:
Fleecy Long Robe
$49
Victoria’s Secret

Girlfriend:

Boyfriend:
Guitar Hero III for
Wii
$39.95
Barnes & Noble
555 12 St. N.W.

Roommate:
Computer/iPod/
Cell Phone Skin
Varying prices
decalgirl.com
–Kate Glass and
Sasha Segall
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Expressions, located in the Shops at 2000 Penn, is offering many of its items at highly discounted rates.
Manager Hamid Shah said merchandise could be up to 40 percent off by Christmas.
Street is offering an additional 25
percent off sale items, and 10 percent
off full-priced items for students.
Wink, a women’s clothing store in
Georgetown, is offering everything
for 20 percent off.
“Sales in the store have been
down since the Wall Street crisis,

but we’re not going to go out of
business,” said Malerie Matlock,
Wink’s manager. “We had a good
amount of people on Friday, and
people looking for unique and
quality clothing will still come
here.”
But even students who feel

immune to the recession are trying
to shop smart.
“I don’t feel that affected, but
I’ll definitely be more cautious
after
the
economic
crisis,”
freshman Anila Kahn said. “But
I had to shop on Friday, the sales
were really good.” 

