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Homeless
death stuns
FB residents

Security
tightens for
inauguration

by Alex Byers
Metro News Editor

Most of campus included
in Secret Service perimeter

About two dozen people gathered
Thursday evening to
remember a quirky
homeless man and
familiar face around
GW who was brutally
slain near campus on
Christmas Eve.
The small vigil
was conducted outside the Potomac Plaza Apartments at 24th
Street and Virginia
Avenue where YoshYoshio Nakada
io Nakada, 61, was
found dead on Dec.
24. Nakada died from multiple chop wounds to
the head, skull fractures and a subarachnoid hemorrhage – a form of stroke, according to the D.C.
Medical Examiner’s office.
Nakada often spent time around the GW campus, sometimes frequenting the basement of Ivory
Tower and the 7-Eleven near Thurston Hall.
Members of a local Quaker society and representatives from the D.C. Department of Homeless
Services, the Salvation Army and the Japanese Embassy all spoke at the ceremony, telling tales of the
Japanese immigrant whose zest for life was apparent, even to those who had barely met him.
“He was a nice person. I normally gave him

by Alex Byers
Metro News Editor

See VIGIL, p. 5
Alex Ellis/photo editor

Hobbs under fire

See HILLEL, p. 5

See HOBBS, p. 8

by Rachel Barker
Hatchet Reporter

While most
students relaxed
during break, GW's
men's basketball team
had no such vacation,
losing five straight games
to lackluster competition.
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GW Hillel is looking to pull itself out of a financial hole after losing 8 percent of its small endowment in the Bernard Madoff scandal last month and
seeing a 22 percent drop in donations for the year.
Robert Fishman, Hillel’s executive director, sent
an e-mail in late December appealing for donations to make up some of the nearly $40,000 drop in
fundraising from 2007 to 2008. Hillel provides programming and services to GW’s Jewish community,
which is about a third of the total undergraduate
population.
“With the economic crisis of 2008, most philanthropies are really hurting, and we are one of them,”
Fishman wrote in the e-mail. “Fundraising for the
fiscal year is down 22 percent from last year at the
same time. We need to raise $36,000 to get back to
where we need to be.”
In addition to flagging donations, Hillel, along
with several other D.C.-area groups with endowments managed by the Jewish Federation of Greater
Washington, suffered an 8 percent endowment loss
as a result of the multi-billion dollar Ponzi scheme
orchestrated by Madoff.
Fishman estimated that the group lost about
$6,000 of its endowment in the Madoff scandal,
but he said these losses would not force the group

Since Karl Hobbs’ arrival in Foggy Bottom
eight years ago, students have welcomed the
head men’s basketball coach to the Smith Center
court by bowing, an act of reverence usually reserved for royalty and deities. Even last season,
when the team missed the postseason for the
first time in more than 30 years, fans continued
the tradition. After all, every team is entitled to
an occasional off-year.
But after losing four straight games, Hobbs
was greeted by a group of cross-armed devotees
when he stepped on the floor for GW’s Atlantic 10 opener against Richmond on Saturday, a
game the Colonials lost 60-48. And, in an ironic
twist of fate, the same people who just a few
years ago were praying Hobbs would not leave
GW for a more prestigious program are now
calling for him to be fired.
Off the court, message boards like gwhoops.
com, usually populated by the most ardent supporters of the team, are cluttered with posts
regarding Hobbs’ failure to prepare the team
before games and lead it during them. After
starting the season 6-2, the Colonials are returning from break with five straight losses – to some
of the worst teams in the country.
In his eighth year at GW, Hobbs is also one
of the school's largest athletic investments. He
was paid $509,000 in 2007, the third-highest staff
salary at GW, according to the University’s most
recent tax filings. And after renewing with the
school in Sept. 2007, he is now under contract
until 2012.
But Hobbs will not be fired this season,
said Robert Chernak, senior vice president for

Basketball coach faces
scrutiny after losing streak
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HAWAII

by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor
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Economic
perils take
toll on Hillel

11

- Shot 5-17 from three
- Never led

26

- Scored 18 first-half points
- Shot 30% for the game

227

6

- Went 4-14 at the foul line
- Allowed a17-0 Coppin St. run

322

2

- Shot 4-16 from three
- Gave up 18 points off turnovers

120

12

- Scored 14 first-half points
- Had 7 assists to 17 turnovers

*Rankings based on last season's Ratings Percentage Index (RPI).

- Alexander Abnos

Road closures, beefed-up security and parking
restrictions are only some of the measures the University and city have planned to manage the throngs of
people expected for the inauguration next week, administrators said.
Nearly all of the Foggy Bottom campus will be inside the Secret Service’s security perimeter to enforce
security restrictions on the days surrounding Jan. 20.
The National Guard will be working with the
Metropolitan Police Department Special Operations
Division to enforce security restrictions throughout
the inauguration. National Guard officers will be stationed along the security perimeter across Pennsylvania Avenue, down 23rd Street and along Constitution
Avenue, often in pairs, said John Petrie, assistant vice
president for public safety and emergency management.
To access campus on Inauguration Day, students
may need to show
GWorld cards to security personnel, though
specifics remain uncertain. Nonstudent
residents who live on
campus may need to GWINAUGURATION.COM
provide government
identification
with Get expanded inauguration coverage
their local address, ofonline, with maps, photos and tips
ficials said. The 1,480
guests that registered for navigating D.C. and GW
to stay on campus will
be issued identification cards with their name and
temporary residence. Petrie stressed it is crucial for all
students and guests to keep their identification with
them at all times.
The University Police Department has contracted
about 50 additional security officials from the security
firm AlliedBarton to monitor residence halls. The new
personnel will work in two shifts and supplement an
already increased UPD officer presence, said UPD
Chief Dolores Stafford.
No parking and very limited vehicular traffic will
be allowed on campus beginning the afternoon of Jan.
19.
From 3 a.m. on Jan. 19 to 7 a.m. on Jan. 21, parking will be prohibited on all parts of campus east of
and including 23rd Street, and only area residents or
those conducting essential business in the area will be
allowed to travel by car. “Essential business” refers to
UPD and facilities management vehicles, and people
coming into GW and parking cars in campus garages,
Petrie said.
“The road closures for [Jan. 20] are nothing short
of astronomical,” Petrie said, in reference to the massive traffic restrictions and road closures that will blanket much of downtown D.C.
While driving on campus may be severely limited, most of GW’s vehicular services will be running
as normal during the inauguration. University police
intend to operate 4-RIDE on both Jan. 19 and 20, and
the Colonial Shuttle Service will run Jan. 20 as well,
though it will not operate on Jan. 19.
“We may run into some traffic issues, but we do
intend to start running the shuttle buses on the 20th,”
Stafford said. “Each day, 4-RIDE van service will be
running, and we will actually have additional drivers.”
The Vern Express, too, will be operating throughout the inauguration, but Petrie and Associate Vice
President for Academic Operations Jeffrey Lenn were
unsure of its route and where it may drop off students
on Jan. 20.
See RESTRICTION, p. 5

Univ. advances toward research goal with new VP
by Carly Lagrotteria
Hatchet Reporter
The University took a major step toward its
goal of expanding research opportunities with the
announcement of a prominent neuroscientist as the
first vice president for research last month.
Dr. Leo Chalupa will be the University’s chief
research officer – a position that administrators
hope will launch GW into the competitive research
market. The position was created by University
President Steven Knapp in early 2008 and is backed
with a $5.4 million budget allocation to increase the
University’s research efforts over a three-year period.
To jump-start the initiative, Chalupa will have
the “Chief Research Officer’s Startup Fund” at
his disposal, designed to provide seed money for
new research undertakings. The fund will start at
$300,000 for his first year and grow by an additional $100,000 for two years, officials said.
See CHALUPA, p. 6
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
MONDAY
HIGH 40 | LOW 30
FREE GROUP FITNESS
CLASSES
All group fitness classes at
the Lerner Health and Wellness Center are free during
the first week of classes.
6 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Lerner Health and Wellness
Center Multi-Purpose Room
GET COZY AT COSI
Take a shuttle from 21st
and H streets to Cosi for
two hours of free s’mores,
hot chocolate and coffee.
7:30 p.m.
Cosi on 1919 M St. N.W.

TUESDAY
HIGH 44 | LOW 21
WELCOME BACK BAGEL
BRUNCH
Enjoy a free bagel brunch
sponsored by Hillel.
11 a.m.
GW Hillel
STUDENT ORGANIZATION FAIR
Learn about getting involved
in one of many student organizations on campus. One
guest will win a pair of GW
Inaugural Ball tickets.
4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Marvin Center Third Floor

WEDNESDAY
HIGH 29 | LOW 25
WACKY WEDNESDAY: TOP
CHEF
Sign up to participate in the
first event of the Vern Cup.
Compete against other
teams to create a winning
food dish. One pair of GW
Inaugural Ball tickets will be
given out.
9 p.m.
Mount Vernon Pub

SA will fill three
vacated positions
before February
Three positions in the Student
Association were left vacant at the
end of last semester, and the SA
Rules Committee is tasked with
filling them before the body’s next
meeting in February.
The SA has received applications
from potential replacements for SA
senators Chris Borchert (CCAS-U)
and Daniel Preiss (SoB-U), as well
as Vice President of Public Affairs
Tabisa Walwema, Rules Committee
Chairman Nick Polk said.
Applications for the two empty
senate seats will be accepted until
Jan. 16. The Rules Committee will
then select three applicants to pass
on to the rest of the senate.
“Each candidate will then attend a full senate meeting, answer
any additional questions that senators may have and then the entire
senate will vote,” Polk said.
SA President Vishal Aswani
will nominate a candidate to be vice
president of public affairs before the
senate votes on their approval.
–Alli Hoff

Man pleads guilty
to brutal murder of
alumnus
A suspect in the murders of a
GW alumnus and his wife pleaded
guilty to second-degree murder on
Friday.
Prosecutors charged Piero Fuentes Hernandez, 21, in the death of
Michael Spevak – who graduated
from GW in 1961 – and his wife
Virginia after the couple was found
murdered in their Northwest D.C.
home in November.
Fuentes Hernandez and alleged
accomplice Angela Hernandez, 20,
who is awaiting trial and is not related to Fuentes Hernandez, were
arrested in early December. Angela
Hernandez is scheduled to appear
in court on March 20.
Fuentes Hernandez, who is an
undocumented immigrant, faces at
least 10 years in prison and deportation if convicted, according to the
Washington Post.
–Gabrielle Bluestone

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

MLK Day service
activity already
filled to capacity

Inaugural Army

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Members of the U.S. Army Field Band of Washington, D.C. participate in a practice runthrough of the inaugural parade Sunday morning in front of the White House.

Foggy Bottom bars seek extended inauguration hours
More than 200 bars, restaurants and nightclubs have registered with the Alcoholic Beverage
Regulation Administration to extend their hours and alcohol service during inauguration weekend, but some popular Foggy
Bottom establishments still do not
know if they will be permitted.
While Lindy’s, TGI Friday’s
and The 51st State are among the
129 venues in the area allowed to
stay open late, other businesses
near GW are prevented from operating 24 hours and serving alcohol until 4 a.m. due to voluntary
agreements with the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission to
limit hours.
ANC 2A Chairman Asher
Corson said there will be a special
ANC meeting Monday to determine if establishments with voluntary agreements will be granted

permission from the ANC to operate with extended hours.
Corson said four establishments with voluntary agreements
had contacted the ANC seeking to
extend their hours: Shadow Room,
Notti Bianche, McFadden’s Restaurant and Saloon and Marshall’s
Bar & Grille. Each is required to
submit a letter to ABRA from the
ANC by Jan. 15 at 1 p.m.
At the last ANC meeting,
Swaptak Das, president and CEO
of Shadow Room, was the only
representative of an establishment
with a voluntary agreement to ask
for permission to extend hours.
The ANC never voted on Das’
petition because a commissioner
said she and the public had not
been given advance notice.
Last month Notti Bianche
General Manager William Roulidis said the restaurant – which is

part of the GW Inn – would not
extend its hours. But it is now attempting to stay open longer from
Jan. 18 to Jan. 20, despite having a
voluntary agreement.
“Our hotel is booked, and
we’ll have guests coming back late
Tuesday night. We think they’ll
be hungry – we’ll sell food until
2 a.m., have the bar open until 4
a.m.,” Roulidis said.
Roulidis said Notti Bianche
is “fully confident” it will be approved by the ANC to extend its
hours.
Marshall’s manager Rob
Grade said Friday that the restaurant was not sure if it would
extend its hours. A McFadden’s
manager could not be reached for
comment.
Tonic will not attempt to expand its hours, a spokesman said.
–Amy D’Onofrio

This year’s Martin Luther King
Jr. Day GW community service
event has filled to capacity much
earlier than expected, organizers
said.
More than 200 students, faculty, alumni and 21 student leaders signed up to volunteer on Jan.
19 – the maximum that can fit in the
buses chartered to take the volunteers to Anacostia High School. At
the high school, volunteers will partake in beautification projects and
assist with medical screenings.
“For the past years we’ve had
more students sign up than spaces
we can fill,” said Megan Mozina,
the assistant program coordinator
at the Office of Community Service.
Organizers speculate that enthusiasm for the day’s event has
grown as President-elect Barack
Obama has incorporated community service in his official inaugural
activities and encouraged Americans to join him.
Freshman Andrea Ruiz, a member of Circle K International and the
Student Planning Committee, said
she believes Americans have been
influenced by the incoming president.
“Obama is able to reach the entire nation just by speaking,” Ruiz
said.
On GW’s Day of Service, student leaders will each lead a group
of eight to 10 participants on a different task around the high school.
“The participants will be doing different projects in groups.
One group might be doing painting projects or a wall mural, while
another might be helping in the
library or helping with free blood
pressure tests and stroke screenings
that will be available to the community,” Mozina said.
Each of the groups will be
named for a principle taught by
Martin Luther King Jr., said Michael
Tapscott, director of the Multicultural Student Services Center.
Tapscott said, “The day will
be not just about service, but introspection.”
–Heather Hodder
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Undeterred by unrest
Students still
studying in Israel
despite conflict
by Amanda Lindner
Hatchet Reporter
It will take more than bullets
and bombs to stop Jaclyn Rothenberg from spending a semester in
Israel.
Rothenberg, a junior, decided
that the recent violence between
Israelis and Palestinians will not
derail her plans to study abroad.
Her flight leaves for Tel Aviv later
this month.
“I know it seems pretty crazy to go during a time like this,
but really, it’s much more likely
I could be hurt in a car accident
here than something happening
Alex Ellis/photo editor to me there,” Rothenberg said.
GW alumna Lorraine Voles, a senior vice president at Fannie Mae, was named GW's first vice
“I’m not worried, I’m excited.”
president of external relations last week.
Tel Aviv has remained untouched by the fighting in both
the northern and southern parts
of the country. Many GW students
studying at Tel Aviv University
still have full intentions of going

New VP is political veteran

Alumna will oversee communications and lobbying
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
The University announced
last week that Lorraine Voles,
an alumna with more than a decade of communications experience in D.C., will be the school’s
first vice president of external
relations – a new position that
oversees both public affairs and
lobbying activities.
Voles, who graduated with
a BA in journalism from GW in
1981, has served as Sen. Hillary
Clinton’s director of communications, chief spokesperson for
former Vice President Al Gore
and deputy press secretary for
former President Bill Clinton
during their terms in office. She
is currently senior vice president
of communications and marketing at Fannie Mae.
The external relations position merges the duties of the
vice presidents of communication and government relations. Former Vice President of
Communication Mike Freedman is slated to run the newly
formed Global Media Institute,
and former Vice President of
Government, International and
Community Relations Rich-

ard Sawaya stepped down last
spring.
Sawaya served as GW’s
chief lobbyist both on Capitol Hill and in Foggy Bottom,
while Freedman oversaw media
relations, advertising, University events and corporate media
partnerships.
Voles said the consolidation
of the two departments will allow her to work on building a
“unified GW brand.”
University
spokeswoman
Tracy Schario called Voles a
“home run” for GW.
“It was a very competitive
search,” Schario said. “Lorraine
brings a tremendous number of
strengths to the table.”
In an interview with The
Hatchet last week, Voles said
she believes uniting the University’s communications departments will ensure that GW is
“saying the same thing to all of
its audiences.” And Voles will
be catering to a number of diverse audiences – from Foggy
Bottom community members to
government officials – after the
merge.
Voles remembered her undergraduate years in Foggy Bottom fondly, including her days

working at the University’s radio station and nights serving
pitchers of beer to thirsty classmates in Ratskeller, a restaurant
and bar once located in the Marvin Center. Voles also worked as
a residence adviser in Mitchell
and Thurston halls as an upperclassman.
Schario said Voles’ extensive government connections
were particularly attractive
to the University as it seeks to
grow research opportunities
and grants. Highlighting the
University’s research work will
be a key component of her new
job, especially with the recent
appointment of Leo Chalupa
as the first vice president of research.
Voles said she also hopes to
expand the University’s communications with congressional
leaders.
“We want to communicate
not only with members of Congress already affiliated with
GW and members who are local, but to all of them,” Voles
said.
Voles, a former D.C. resident
who now lives in Chevy Chase,
Md., will begin her work at GW
in February. 

abroad, as well as the support of
GW’s Office of Study Abroad.
“I’m 100 percent still going,”
said junior Allison Kind. “What’s
happening there now is making me more cautious, but it isn’t
stopping me. I want to explore
the culture completely and in order to do that, I have to go and be
there.”
GW has not made any changes to the programs since the violence erupted in recent weeks.
“We are monitoring the situation and keeping students informed of the latest updates,”
said Rob Hallworth, director of
the Office of Study Abroad.
Tel Aviv University is also
keeping its international students
abreast of the situation once they
arrive. The university has set up
a cell phone system for text message and e-mail alerts to be sent
out if extra caution should be taken in a particular area or within
the school.
Katy Hirschfield, a junior, has
dual citizenship in Israel and the
United States, but she has only
visited her father’s home country
once. A Middle Eastern studies
major, she has been planning to

spend a semester abroad in Israel
for the past two years, but her
parents are concerned.
“As of now, I am still going. I don’t have many concerns,
but my mom does. Basically she
doesn’t want me in a war zone,”
Hirschfield said. “I know it’s not
peaceful now, but I fell in love
with Israel. It just feels like home
to me.”
Though the surrounding
campus area has not seen violence, exploring the rest of the
country may pose security issues
concerning public transportation
on buses.
“The traveling is probably
what most concerns me,” Kind
said. “But I’m going there to fully
explore the culture and country so
if something isn’t safe, I’ll have to
work my way around it.”
For Rothenberg, the unrest in
the Middle East may be a reason
to make the trip now, in case the
violence only escalates later.
“Israel was actually my second choice. I originally planned to
go to Barcelona, but I changed my
mind because the truth is Europe
will always be there. Israel might
not.” 

Cheh seeks intern rights
New bill would
allow interns to
sue employers
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
A D.C. City Council member and GW professor is trying
to alter a local law that prohibits unpaid interns from suing
their employers.
Last year, a college student
filed a sexual harassment lawsuit against her employer in
the District, which prompted
a judge to rule that unpaid interns did not have the legal basis to file a sexual harassment
suit against their employers.
D.C. City Council member
and GW Law School professor Mary Cheh (D-Ward 3) has
introduced a bill to close the
loophole that barred the student from pursuing her claim.
The judge cited the D.C.
Human Rights Act in the rul-

ing, since the DCHRA’s wording omits unpaid interns from
the definition of an employee.
Cheh’s bill aims to change that.
“The bill is fairly straightforward; it simply adds unpaid interns to the definition
of an employee,” Cheh said.
“I can’t imagine anyone who
would oppose that.”
Cheh presented the bill to
the City Council last Tuesday.
She said she was shocked to
hear of the wording of the law,
which bars uncompensated
employees from having the
same protections as paid employees.
“We’re the intern capital of
the world. The recent trend of
unpaid internships has become
so commonplace that there are
hordes of our students working as unpaid interns,” Cheh
said. “The idea that they’re
unprotected against abusive
behavior is unacceptable.”
Cheh’s bill is a response to
the case Evans v. The Washington Center for Internships and
Academic Seminars, which
was filed by a New Jersey col-

lege student who interned at
the Center for Integrative Body
Therapies.
The student alleged that a
chiropractor at the office engaged in inappropriate and
offensive behavior, including
sexual advances and unwanted physical contact, according
to court documents.
Judge Ellen Segal Huvelle,
of D.C.’s federal court, ruled in
November against the student,
marking the first decision on
an intern’s rights under the
act.
In her decision, Huvelle
wrote that the DCHRA’s definition of an employer, which is
“any person who, for compensation, employs an individual,” excluded the plaintiff.
The truth of the intern’s
claims was not a component
of the decision. Though the
sexual harassment case was
dismissed, a battery charge is
pending.
“That case called my attention to the issue. I found the
See INTERN, p. 6

“

“I think it’s fair to say they found the experience
appalling.”

Diana Kugel – Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
Justin Guiffré – Contributing Editor (jguiffre@gwhatchet.com)

enough for you?
Cartoon Secure
Robbi LeGrant

editorial

QUOTABLE

Welcome back GW. Before
the semester gets into full
swing, let’s set some New
Year ’s resolutions – and
actually keep them this
year.

–University President Steven Knapp, referring to a recent
Board of Trustees tour of GW research facilities.

I

Regardless of the school’s ruling on
arming the University Police Department, UPD must finally open its records
to the public. In the context of the community-wide discussion, it is the ideal
time to re-evaluate disclosure policies
and increase accountability within the
department. On the same note, as discussions on guns continue, the students and
the GW community as a whole need to
be involved.

Student Association reform
After a lackluster first semester, Student Association President Vishal Aswani needs to reform his leadership and
communication style within the SA to
salvage what’s left of his administration.
Get something done – at this point we’d
settle for a really good online test bank
– and then let the student body know
about it. You have three months left.
Let’s make something happen before the
spring election fervor takes over.

"All right, your birth certificates, blood samples and
GWorld appear to all be in order ... You may now remove
your inauguration safety handcuffs and enter your
residence hall."

More fiscal restraint
It’s great that GW doesn’t seem to be
feeling the pain of the economic crisis to
the same extent as other institutions experiencing salary freezes and downsizing. Still, no matter how well we’re doing, plans for costly projects such as the
Science Center are alarming, especially
in light of the University's $783 million
accumulated debt (which is projected to
grow). Let’s acknowledge that we’re in
a recession and practice a little more restraint.

Love to draw? Have opinions?
The Hatchet is seeking

editorial cartoonists!

opinions@gwhatchet.com

Student sustainability efforts
From more recycling in the residence
halls to the Green Living and Learning
Cohort, let’s see some more enthusiasm
for student-led sustainability efforts. An
Office of Sustainability is nice, but students are the ones that really have the
power to make it happen.

It goes without saying that the School
of Medicine and Health Science’s top
priority should be to make its way off
the accreditation probation list this year.
However, SMHS needs to release the initial reports from the accreditation body,
the Liaison Committee on Medical Education, so the GW community knows exactly what went wrong in the first place.

Improved CCAS advising
It’s pretty clear that the current CCAS
advising system isn’t working. This semester, utilizing the Web could be a great
step toward streamlining the process.
Having an online database of checklists
with requirements and a FAQ section
would eliminate much of the stress of
registration. CCAS advising could also
work with the Elliott School of International Affairs, known for its superior advising system, to adapt effective aspects
of the advising process.

More responsible coaching
It’s no secret that the men’s basketball team isn’t having a great run, but it
would be nice if head coach Karl Hobbs
would take some personal responsibility for his team’s performance. We aren’t
calling for a miracle, but at a time when
we are trying to raise millions for Smith
Center renovations, a coach should own
up for the way his team is doing.

A great Spring Fling
After the less-than-impressive coordination of Fall Fest, it is time for Program Board to really deliver with Spring
Fling. You’ve had months since Fall Fest
to come up with a new strategy – we’re
waiting for something big.

Let's float back
down to earth
Inauguration float price tag is too high

UPD open records

SMHS probation transparency

“

opinions
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f you watch the inaugural parade next Tuesday, you’ll see
the new president, marching
bands, a JROTC group or two
and a float that represents our
school.
Only,
when I look
at said float, I
ANDREW
won’t just see
the confusing
mess everyone else will. I’ll see
the $85,000 price tag.
In November, The Hatchet reported that the University will invest the equivalent of nearly two
years of one student’s tuition on a
float that will be used a grand total of once. Am I the only one who
thinks that’s too much?
The original Hatchet article
(“Inaugural float plans released,”
Nov. 13) buried the price tag four
paragraphs into its initial report,
along with the fact that Tim Miller,
executive director of the Student
Activities Center, said the original
estimates were around $350,000.
That’s more money than my parents sold our house for.
Some have said they wouldn’t
mind the high price tag if the
float’s design made sense. In case
you haven’t seen the mess that is
GW’s inaugural parade float, it’s a
cornucopia of this, that and whathave-yous that apparently represent our school.
So much for meshing with
Obama’s “A New Birth of Freedom” theme. There’s the group
of students dressed as elementary
school children to represent the
School of Education, three students performing a science experiment (think Bill Nye, I guess) and
the art students completing a bust
of our new president. I thought
GW was a university, not a summer camp.
Still, even if we could get Zac
Efron to ride shirtless down Pennsylvania Avenue atop our float, I
still think $85,000 is way too much
to spend.
Obama promises to bring
change to Washington, and I

think we should be a part of that.
Instead of an inauguration float,
why not an inauguration scholarship? There would be no better
way to support “A New Birth of
Freedom” than
by giving the
to a deSPRINGER $85,000
serving student
who wants to
be a part of that at GW.
People have argued to me
that the float will increase GW’s
visibility. I’m sure our school will
re-enter Princeton Review’s top 50
schools as soon as our little float
flashes on the screen for no longer
than 30 seconds.
I know what may actually
help: getting our medical school
off probation. Maybe then I won’t
have to shield my eyes as I pass by
Ross Hall, lest anyone know I’m a
GW undergrad.
Apart from chasing after rankings, I can think of plenty of ways
to better spend that money. Why
not take the $85,000 and give it Sodexo? Sixty freshmen or 85 sophomores wouldn’t have mandatory
spending. That, by the way, is 60
freshmen or 85 sophomores who
aren’t complaining about being
forced to eat at J Street.
I seem to never have enough
money to pay for books. The float
money could be used to give 283
students on financial aid a $300
book rebate.
The University could even
give every undergraduate student
two grande caramel macchiatos
from Gelman Starbucks. It’s my
favorite drink there – and you’d
get one for midterms and one for
finals.
I know I came to GW four
years ago thinking I could help
change the world. In the future,
let's use these large sums of money to empower someone to do the
same thing, not simply to get on
national television for 30 seconds.
–The writer is a senior majoring in
religion and co-general manager of
GWTV

Univ. should refuse new SAT policy
Score Choice could weaken incoming classes

F

or our generation, standardized while hiding any other scores they
testing is a way of life. As college may have earned.
students grudgingly start thinkScore Choice is going to have coning about the LSAT, MCAT or GRE sequences more severe than drawing
test in their not so distant future, the ire from past SAT takers who did not
SAT is probably the
have the same opclosest
experience
tion. If the Universimost students have
ty decides to accept
AMANDA CROWE
had with high-stakes
scores from students
testing.
who have used Score
COLUMNIST
Although
stuChoice, it could end
dents have had unup with a lazier
limited shots at the
freshman class.
SAT in recent years, colleges could
Score Choice gives prospective
also see the number of tests taken and students the notion that if at first they
all of the scores. Even though some don’t succeed, they can try and try
colleges said they would consider again until they get what they were
only the highest scores, all test ses- after and erase all past blemishes. If
sions counted.
only this were true.
Well, things have changed for SAT
In college, there are no re-dos.
score reporting. The College Board has You can’t retake a final exam that you
implemented a new program called earned a D on. That is the grade you
Score Choice, which allows students got, and that is the grade that will be
to report only the best score achieved on your transcript for law schools and

graduate schools to see. Speaking of
which, law schools raise an eyebrow
if you take the LSATs more than once
– no Score Choice there.
While the admissions department
has yet to comment on how it will respond to this new policy, GW should
follow in the footsteps of other schools
like the University of Southern California and Stanford University by not
accepting Score Choice.
The reasoning behind Score
Choice is that it will supposedly diffuse some of the pressure that high
school seniors face when applying to
colleges. Although Score Choice appears to make a student look better, on
second glance it does no such thing. It
looks like the student is trying to hide
scores that wouldn’t get them into
their school of choice.
In reality, the program hurts students more than it helps them. Not
only does it give them false expecta-

tions about future exams, but it also
might harm them if a university calculates SAT scores by taking the highest
combination of math, verbal and writing scores, regardless of whether or
not they were in the same sitting. With
Score Choice, a student can only choose
the best score from a single sitting.
GW needs to see that Score Choice
has the potential to hurt prospective
students and future incoming classes.
Students need to learn that exams are
final and binding, not something that
can be redone until one is satisfied.
Your score on the test is the score you
deserved – no excuses. The University
needs to ensure they send this message clearly to future Colonials. By allowing prospective students to choose
Score Choice, they are doing just the
opposite.
–The writer, a freshman majoring in
international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

more likely to read a GW InfoMail than
call 202-994-5050 or go to the Campus
Advisories site. During my tenure at
GW, when there has been information
that I needed to know instantly – such as
classes being cancelled or the Metro losing power – AlertDC, GW InfoMail and
breaking news alerts from The Hatchet
have served me plenty well.
More information may benefit us;
more information sources will muddy
the waters and decrease the needed salience that information carries through
existing channels.
Corbb O’Connor
Junior

system already exists. The area between
Dupont and Logan circles is hardly a
black hole – the G2 goes directly through
both of them. And too many buses to
list go into Georgetown (though a good
recommendation for those uninitiated in
bus riding is the Circulator). D.C. buses
may not be as cool or as comfortable as
a train or tram system, but they certainly
beat walking when it’s freezing outside.
Rebecca Mimnall
Graduate student

What about the bus?

As an alum (class of 2002) I read the
article “Aswani faces backlash with cabinet” (Dec. 12, p. 1) with interest, though
hardly with surprise. Ever since I was a
student (and long before that – just ask
Alec Baldwin) the SA has had a lot of infighting and doesn’t appear to get much
done. I suggest the reason for this is that

most students are apathetic about the
SA. They don’t know their senators or
their officials, don’t know what they do
and all they see in The Hatchet is infighting – not the best way to get students
motivated.
To me, the best way to conquer this
apathy is visibility. If the SA had its meetings broadcast on TV, if senators were
each assigned a dorm or two as a constituency and if senators and officials were
required to have regular office hours
somewhere obvious (Kogan Plaza, for
example), students would get to know
their senators, what those folks do and
who to go to when something is wrong.
It would also give the senators and officials more experience in dealing with
the general public. It’s time for students
to see something other than fighting and
resignations.
Andrew Wiseman
Alumnus and former Hatchet senior staff
writer

Letters to the Editor
No need for inauguration
Web site

I couldn’t help but laugh when I saw
The Hatchet’s latest editorial (“GWInauguration.com,” Dec. 8, p.4) calling for
GWInauguration.com. I urge current administrators to maintain the status quo
for sending information to students and
disregard The Hatchet’s editorial.
I am one student who tends to believe that most people benefit from more
information rather than less. What GW
does not need is another system to communicate with students. I don’t want
to – and frankly if it were created, I
wouldn’t – regularly check a Web site for
details about GW’s involvement in the
inauguration. If information is important enough for me to know instantly, it
should be posted on a Web site as a matter of last resort.
I am more likely to read a cell phone
text message than an e-mail, and I’m

I enjoyed Clayton McCleskey’s “My
Letter to Santa” (Dec. 4, p.8), but I’m surprised at his request for a tram system.
While convenient, a tram system seems
like an incredibly unnecessary expense,
particularly when a very extensive bus

SA needs visibility to increase effectiveness
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Students begin construction on inaugural float
Float will include
electronic ticker,
TV screens
by Lauren French
Hatchet Reporter
Something is happening in
the basement of the Academic
Center.
A week before the spring
semester began, GW staffers
who park their cars in the garage’s fourth basement level
could hear laughter and construction noises coming from
a corner blocked off with large
white tarps.
About 50 students gave up
a week of their winter vacation to come back to D.C. and
help build GW’s inaugural

HILLEL
from p.1
cut programs.
“GW Hillel does not touch its
endowment. It is used for emergency situations only,” Fishman
wrote in an e-mail. “Thus, it will
not affect our day to day operations.”
Hillel’s poor fundraising
year, however, is likely to affect
the programs and services it can
offer. A majority of Hillel’s annual budget – 85 percent – is drawn
from fundraising.
The Jewish Students Association, which receives its own
funding from Student Association allocations, is not expected
to be hurt by the downturn in
fundraising or Hillel’s injured
endowment, JSA President Josh
Abrams said.
Abrams, however, acknowledged that the Madoff scandal
has wide-reaching implications
in the Jewish community and for
groups like GW Hillel.
“Unfortunately, the world of
Jewish philanthropy is small,”
said Abrams, a junior. “When
such a scheme occurs, Jewish
philanthropists who donate
money are hurt. As a result, Jewish organizations that provide
services to Jews all around the
country are hurt.”
Other area Hillel organizations said they were also affected
by the economic downturn and
the Madoff scandal.

VIGIL
from p.1
sandwiches on my way home,”
said Juanita Carter, an employee
at Pita Pit. “A lot of people here
remember him.”
Though he was hard to understand since he spoke little
English, Nakada had recently
begun to attend gatherings at
Friends Meeting of Washington,
members of the group said.
“It’s a silent meeting and
you speak as you feel moved.
He spoke as he felt moved, and
he didn’t speak in a way that
we could understand. Except
we could understand the feeling,” said Rob Callard, a Friends
Meeting attendee.
He had lived in D.C. since
2003 and before that spent three
years in a mental hospital in his
home country of Japan, according to court documents filed
after he was arrested for unlawfully entering the Marvin Center
in 2004.
Speakers at the vigil reminisced about Nakada’s love for
singing. Those who knew him
reported he could often be found
carrying a tune, and he especially
enjoyed singing “Danke Schoen,”
a German love song popularized
by Wayne Newton.

RESTRICTION
from p.1
The Vern Express’ normal
route goes down the Whitehurst Freeway, which will remain open during the inauguration – but Petrie said MPD

float – though they do not see
it as much of a sacrifice.
“It is a great thing about
going to GW. We are the only
school with a float; it is a real
honor for us,” said Alicia Froio,
the project’s chief of staff. “I
am extremely happy that my
school is participating in this.
My friends at other schools
are very, very jealous.”
Since last Monday, the
students have been working
throughout the day, assembling and gathering parts to
build the various sections of
the float. Each school – from
the Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences to the Law School
– will have its own section.
“This is very historical.
This is the second float in the
history of GW, and I’m very
happy to be part of it because
it will be part of GW’s history
and the presidential history,”

Rabbi Kenneth Cohen, director of Hillel at American University, said that while his chapter
of Hillel did not have any funds
invested with Madoff, several of
its donors suffered losses, and its
single biggest donor has signaled
that he will have to cut back on
contributions to Hillel as a result
of the situation.
“That has been a philanthropic Pearl Harbor,” Cohen
said.
Ari Israel, executive director of Hillel at the University
of Maryland, said it is difficult
to predict exactly how Maryland’s Hillel will be affected,
but the group has taken several steps to protect against
economic volatility, including
cutting costs.
“It is unlikely that Maryland
Hillel will hit the fundraising target that we set for 2008/2009,”
Israel said in an e-mail. “At the
same time, we are, at this point,
fiscally secure, as many of our
partners and benefactors have
generously realized the vital role
that MD Hillel plays in developing this and the future generations of Jewish leadership and
affiliation.”
Although Maryland’s Hillel
also suffered endowment losses
as a result of the Madoff scandal,
Israel said that, as in GW’s case,
the endowment funds were not
intended for immediate use and
the group will work to rebuild
the lost money. 
–Sarah Scire contributed to this
report.
Nakada’s penchant for performing was not just limited to
song, however. Susan Meehan,
who also attended Friends meetings and led the vigil, reported
she had seen Nakada dancing
just weeks earlier.
“I saw him dancing, spinning
and twirling about a week before
he died, in our assembly room,”
Meehan said.
But although those at the vigil will remember him well, fond
memories of his life likely do not
erase the tragedy of his death.
The location of the incident
was also particularly shocking to
many community members, who
were stunned that such a blatant
murder had happened in an area
of D.C. not known for violence.
“This is not an unguarded
area. You have surveillance cameras, you have a highway,” said
Bob Meehan, a vigil attendee and
commissioner on the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission 2B,
near Dupont Circle. “This is not
a crime-ridden area.”
But even with the high
amount of traffic and surveillance cameras in the area, Metropolitan Police Department Detective Sean Caine said Nakada’s
murder is a particularly difficult
case.
MPD is offering a reward up
to $25,000 for information that
leads to the arrest and conviction
of Nakada’s killer.
has noted the freeway is the
quickest link from the National Mall to the Key Bridge and
could be overcome with pedestrians.
“Tuesday will be a challenge,” Petrie said. “There are a
couple of other alternate routes
that they’ve worked so the
shuttle will be able to continue
to operate down here.” 

senior Melissa Alvarado said.
“To have D.C. all booked up
just for this event, to be one of
four floats to be in the parade
is amazing.”
Alvarado said she has
spent her time working on the
Law and Medical School sections of the float.
While the float might be
coming together at a quick
pace – project designer Charlie
Burgoyne said they are about
five days ahead of schedule
– students still do not know
who will be riding on it during the parade.
“It is entirely work-based
but that does not mean just
this week,” Burgoyne said.
“There are some people who
worked a lot before but were
not able to be here this week
and they will be considered.”
Burgoyne said he hopes
to a have a finalized list this

week.
Students hoping to get a
sneak preview of the float before Inauguration Day can see
the float progress via two live
webcams. Construction is expected to move from the basement of the Academic Center
to a tent in Kogan Plaza sometime this week.
Burgoyne said he has a
“personal desire to let students
come and see the float” but
because of the expensive electronics involved – including
flat screen television screens
and an electronic ticker – the
University has expressed reservations. Burgoyne hopes
that there will be times set up
when any student can come
see it.
Froio and Burgoyne said
the creativity of the student
participants has been the most
remarkable part of the pro-

cess.
“I’ve seen how ingenious
students at the University
are,” Burgoyne said. “No matter what school these kids are
in, they are coming up with
ideas across the board.”
Some are quickly learning
how to use construction tools,
including one SMPA student
who put down the pen and
picked up a blowtorch. The
journalism student was welding metal last week under the
watchful eye of a volunteer
engineering faculty member.
With little more than a
week before the inauguration,
those working on the project
eagerly anticipate seeing the
float glide down Pennsylvania
Avenue.
“We are looking forward to
seeing it in its final stage and I
just cannot wait for the 20th,”
Froio said. 

“This is the second
float in the history
of GW, and I’m very
happy to be part of it
because it will be part
of GW’s history and
the presidential
history.”
MELISSA ALVARADO

SENIOR WORKING ON FLOAT
CONSTRUCTION
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INTERN
from p. 3
human rights aspect very distressing. When I found out, I
said, ‘That isn’t right,’ ” Cheh
said. “The judge was correct in
her interpretation, but the law
must be fixed.”
Cheh’s bill was referred to
a committee headed by Councilwoman Yvette Alexander,
who co-introduced the bill.
Though it will take a minimum

CHALUPA
from p.1
Chalupa’s role as vice
president of research will include connecting GW’s medical and non-medical research
divisions. He will work extensively with Dr. John Williams,
provost and vice president for
health affairs, and Donald Lehman, executive vice president
for academic affairs, on “crossschool research initiatives,” according to a statement released
by the University last month.
Members of the Executive
Research Oversight Committee, which includes Williams,
Lehman and Executive Vice
President and Treasurer Lou
Katz, said they are pleased
with the announcement.
GW is “on the road” to
reaching its research goals,
Williams said, adding, “Now
we have a strong leader.”
Williams credited Chalupa with successfully merging
medical and non-medical areas
of research in his current position at the University of California-Davis.
More important to the University is Chalupa's history of
securing a number of prestigious grants, including ones
from the National Institutes
of Health, National Science
Foundation, North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and the
Guggenheim Foundation. Of
the $5.4 million investment for
research, the total allocation
for the current academic year
will be $1 million, with most of
that money going to aid faculty
members in procuring external
funding for their research, Lehman said.
But the vice president for
research position and initial research investments are part of
a wide-ranging plan designed
by Knapp to shift the University’s academic and financial

of two to three months to pass
through hearings, readings
and votes, Cheh believes it will
move quickly based on the nature of the issue.
“It was just a matter of oversight. People weren’t thinking
of the workplace dynamic outside of the regular employeremployee relationship. But
interns could even be seen as
more vulnerable than regular
employees because they’re just
starting out,” Cheh said. “It’s
plain and obvious. They have
to be included.” 
focus in the coming years to
become a prominent research
institution.
Since his inauguration in
2007, Knapp has repeated that
remaking GW into a “top-tier”
research university is one of
his major priorities. A crucial
part to his campus-wide plan
includes building an estimated
$300 million science center,
which would likely be the most
expensive building project in
University history. Hermann
Helgert, who presented the
proposal, predicted in November that much of the money to
fund the science center ’s construction would have to come
from donations and research
grants.
Knapp said at a Faculty
Senate meeting last month that
the Board of Trustees has been
supportive of the project, especially after viewing the current
research facilities.
“I think it’s fair to say
they found the experience appalling,” Knapp said of the
trustees’ tour. “This is really
not adequate space for professional work in the sciences being done in this era. They were
state-of-the-art facilities seven,
eight, nine decades ago.”
Some
GW
community
members, including faculty,
have criticized the project as a
waste of resources and an unproductive shift in academic
focus, arguing that the millions are better spent on GW’s
strengths like political science
and international affairs.
Chalupa, who did not respond to requests for comment,
currently serves as the director
of the Center for Neuroscience
and chair of Neurobiology,
Physiology and Behavior division at UC-Davis. Chalupa will
not begin his work at GW until
April, to give him time to move
to the East coast and complete
his duties at UC-Davis. 
–Sarah Scire and Husna Kazmir
contributed to this report.

Life

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

January 13, 1986:

January 15, 1996:

January 16, 1991:

The University continued
negotiations to purchase
Schenley Hall with the former
apartment building's Tenant
Association and owners.

About 150 facilities management employees shoveled snow day and night
to clear campus after a
blizzard.

Maya Angelou received the
Martin Luther King Jr. Medal
for Outstanding Service
and Human Rights at a GW
ceremony.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com) | Laura Treanor – Contributing Editor (ltreanor@gwhatchet.com)

by Miranda Green
Hatchet Reporter

A good catch
in Southwest

Alex Ellis/photo editor

A vendor sells fish to a customer from his floating shop at the Maine Avenue Fish Market along the Potomac River. The market is a
must-visit location for fresh fish and quick-cooked meals.

What's in a
name?

Anything but Starbucks

“Is there a Michael here?”
If you’re at GW, the answer is
probably yes.
That’s because Michael is the most
popular name for George Washington
undergraduates.
The Hatchet gathered data from
the Office of Institutional Research
and Planning to break down the
name game at GW. According to this
data, 174 Michaels currently attend
GW. Matthews are second at 125 and
Sarah rounds out the top three with
119.

Where to get coffee off campus
by Tess Malone
Hatchet Reporter
Gelman may have its own
Starbucks, but after experiencing it during the hustle and
bustle of last semester’s finals
you might want to steer clear.
Here are other alternatives for
those who need caffeine and a
study fix in one:

The top 10 most common male
names are as follows at GW are:

Michael
Matthew
Daniel
David
Andrew
Alexander
Christopher
Joshua
James
John

174
125
112
111
107
102
100
74
72
72

Offering a veritable rainbow of fresh and live seafood,
the Maine Avenue Fish Market in Southwest D.C. is the epitome of authenticity. From the lulling sound of the river to
the catches of barracuda, octopus and still-kicking crab, the
Wharf, as regulars call it, offers the necessary ingredients for
any seafood dish or unique getaway.
Darlene G. Perry, a self-proclaimed regular who drives
20 minutes from Upper Marlboro, Md., to get fresh fish at
the Wharf vowed, “This is where we get all our food for
picnics, lunch and cook-outs. It’s the best spot for seafood
because it’s so fresh.”
The market at 1100 Maine Ave. is also a popular place for
quick cooked meals, selling steamed, spiced shrimp at the
raw bar as well as "famous" crab balls and Manhattan clam
chowder at Jimmy’s Grill. These are accompanied by an
abundance of non-fish items like watermelon and steamed
corn on the cob.
Ginna Lindberg from Georgetown said she always
comes to Jimmy’s for crab cakes. On this particular trip
she brought her parents, visiting from Sweden, who both
chuckled and said the weather at the Wharf reminds them
of home.
Businessmen who work in the area are also regular customers at the market, stopping by on their lunch breaks.
Christine Simpson and Manny Majno ventured to the raw
bar at the suggestion of fellow co-workers and both deemed
it a “good local spot.”
Tucked between the river’s edge and a freeway overpass, the market doesn’t have an ideal location, but it has resided there for more than 200 years and has remained even
as the city was built up around it.
The owner of the Captain White Seafood City stall, Mark
White, said the market is so historic that “George Washington himself used to shop here back when the boats came in
with fish every morning.”
These days the boats have become a permanent fixture
on the Wharf. Though the stalls still float on water and fresh
fish is sold directly to customers on the landing above, fishing boats from Chesapeake Bay and the Carolina coasts are
now responsible for bringing in the catch.
Clarence Goodman has worked at a stand on the Wharf
since 1971. He calls the pier a landmark and said that people
choose to shop at the Wharf over convenience stores because, “This isn’t a Safeway, Shopping Warehouse or Giant
Supermarket. Our food is strictly from the coast and shipped
right here.”
For anyone who may have dismissed D.C. as purely a
commuter city, housing only college students, businessmen
and politicians, the fish market is one locale that shatters
those images. The lively commerce between customers and
fisherman is proof that local community life exists in the city;
you just have to search – or in this case fish – for it. 

Alex Ellis/photo editor

A large cup of coffee from Caribou Coffee.

WHAT: Illy Espresso Bar
WHERE: 1143 New Hampshire
Ave. N.W. It’s near Dupont
Circle.
WHO: The perfectionist. Illy’s espresso is probably the
smoothest brew I’ve ever tasted.
WHEN: You need a burst of energy and a quick study break.
Illy is a true espresso “bar” so
unless you would like to observe the businessmen in the
Renaissance Hotel lobby, it’s
best to grab and go.
ORDER: The cappuccino.

WHAT: Tryst
WHERE: 2459 18th St. N.W., in
Adams Morgan.
WHO: The people-watcher.
Families, cute couples and
Boho baristas are aplenty at
Tryst.
WHEN: You have a book to
read. Tryst’s comfy couches
and relaxed atmosphere will
keep you calm and focused.
ORDER: The mocha was a perfect blend of bitter espresso
with rich dark chocolate. Plus
they give you adorable animal
crackers to dip in your drink!
WHAT: Caribou Coffee
WHERE: 1701 Pennsylvania
Ave., near the White House.
WHO: The holiday hoarder.
For those who can’t seem to
get enough holiday spirit the
lodge atmosphere – complete
with cozy armchairs and a
roaring fireplace – hits the
spot.
WHEN: You have the mara-

thon study session. Caribou’s
consistent roasts will keep you
awake and productive.
ORDER: Just for the fun – or
embarrassment – of it, order
the Fa-la-la Latte, (a.k.a a latte
with eggnog instead of milk).
If you’re opposed to nutmeg,
the Hoho Mocha, a peppermint-white mocha, is equally
as amusing and tasty.
WHAT: Casey’s Coffee
WHERE: 208 23rd St N.W., in
Columbia Plaza.
WHO: The thrifty. Casey’s is
cheap, takes GWorld and is
slightly removed from campus.
WHEN: You have that massive
paper to write. Casey’s waffles
and chocolate yogurt loaf will
keep you going.
ORDER: Casey’s keeps it pure
and simple. Either order a
steady espresso or a fresh fruit
smoothie with all of the additives. And a waffle, of course!

When it comes to females, the
most popular names at GW are:

Sarah
Jessica
Lauren
Emily
Elizabeth
Rachel
Katherine
Alexandra
Amanda
Jennifer

119
93
92
90
89
75
70
69
68
66

GW’s list slightly resembles the
list from the Social Security Administration, which announces the most
popular baby names each year. In
2008, Jacob defeated Michael for first,
while Matthew came in fourth and
Daniel came in eighth. Jessica, GW’s
third most common female name,
earned sixteenth place in the United
States.
Sarah, GW’s most common female
name, came in tenth nationwide. Emily was the most common female
name in the United States, while it
ranks eleventh at GW.
On the opposite side of the spectrum, 2,154 undergraduates do not
share their name with anyone on
campus. For instance, only one student shares her name with Martha,
George Washington’s wife.
As for George, 18 lucky undergraduates share their name with
GW’s founder. Nationwide, the name
George captures the 137th spot.
Here’s hoping that they live up to
the name and follow in Washington’s
prestigious footsteps.
–Marie Zisa

Harold Gray, 55, helped D.C.'s 'invisible people'
by Aaron D. Graff
Hatchet Reporter
The writer, a Hatchet reporter,
knew the Rev. Gray personally and
often joined him and other GW students to feed the homeless on Monday
nights.
The Rev. Harold Gray, 55, a
mentor and leader to many GW
students who volunteered to feed
the homeless, passed away from a
heart attack over winter break.
His organization of students
from both Howard and George
Washington
universities,
the
Bethlehem Rebounders, distributed clothing and about 70 bags
filled with hot dogs, fruit, dessert
and bottled water to the homeless
on Monday nights at Union Station and other locations around
D.C.
The Howard faculty member
and Philadelphia native warmed
the lives of those he called the “invisible people” – those relegated
to sleeping on park benches, under statues, in doorways and train
stations.
“He helped me when I needed
help,” said Paul Soprano, a formerly homeless man who attributes
his rehabilitation to Gray. “Now I
have to follow his legacy and try

to help those who need it.”
Gray also organized the Rebounders’ Drive-by Cookout,
which took place the Sunday before Labor Day.
The Rebounders fed close to 500
people at Union Station and Franklin Square during the last Cookout.
They gave out fried chicken, red
beans and rice, mashed potatoes,
and large amounts of clothing to
anyone
y
who asked. The event also
featured free HIV/AIDS testing
and volunteers distributed other
health and hygiene supplies to
promote better standards of living.
Gray asked his volunteers to
remember that those being fed
were human. He understood that
these people were not merely
nameless, faceless castaways.
They were Dorothy from the Caribbean, Mac and the boys by
Penn Quarter, Bob from Washington Circle and Harold, who
wanted two hot dogs instead of
chips. He believed that no stomach should go hungry.
Dorothy, a recipient of food
each Monday night at Union Station, described his passing as devastating.
“The pastor was so committed
to us. It was nice just to talk with
him and the volunteers. The food

was just an extra,”
she said.
At the end of each
outing, Gray asked
volunteers to reflect
on what they had
seen. He let those
who witnessed people huddled under
blankets tell of their
impressions and experiences. The faces
we saw and the conversations we had
brought the tragedy
of poverty to the forefront of my mind. But
courtesy of Aaron D. Graff
students working to The Rev. Harold Gray, center, poses with a
make a difference in group of student volunteers.
the lives of strangers
instilled in me an invaluable optimism that this prob- cause Gray helped them discover
lem could be eradicated. We were not only the homeless situation in
living Mahatma Gandhi’s message D.C., but also themselves.
of being the change we want in the
Gray's smile was contagious
world.
and his passion was infectious. I
“Rev. Gray brought a lot of find it easier to try to make a difdifferent kinds of people together ference knowing how much of an
through service,” said Collin Ste- impact one person can make with
vens, a senior and a volunteer. a strong enough desire for human“What he lived his life for and ity. I will never forget his laugh,
his actions, his legacy will live on but most importantly I will never
through people.”
forget his life. He did not preach
Several students who worked love, he exuded it. His legacy will
with the Rebounders said they will be forever ingrained in my intencontinue to assist the homeless be- tions and aspirations. 
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Men fall flat in A-10 opener against Richmond
20-point first-half deficit too much to overcome
by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Senior forward Rob Diggs is rejected by Richmond sophomore Kevin Smith during GW's 60-48
loss Saturday at the Smith Center. The Colonials scored just 14 first-half points.

Want to see your name on this page?

Hatchet Sports is looking for writers.
E-mail sports@gwhatchet.com to join.

For much of Saturday night's men's
basketball 60-48 loss to Richmond, head
coach Karl Hobbs' team looked like a
group that had lost four straight games
to some of the worst teams in the country.
The Spiders led 25-5 in the first half,
a lead that swelled to 23 points early in
the second half of the game, both teams'
Atlantic 10 opener. Then, the Colonials
(6-7, 0-1 A-10) started to show signs of
life. Defensive stops were followed by
successful offensive possessions and
before long the gap hovered around 10
points. But Richmond's strategy of milking the clock every offensive possession
proved unbeatable, as the clock slowly
ticked away, taking GW's chances down
with it.
"I really felt that in the second half,
we grew a little bit tonight," Hobbs
said. "We've got to focus on putting two
halves together. We're a young team trying to find ourselves, as a coach I have
to have a certain level of patience with
these guys. I know the fans don't, but I
have to."
It would be hard to blame the fans for
not being enthusiastic supporters during
the first half, when GW's offense failed to
produce quality shot opportunities. The
team's 14 first-half points were a product
of twirling layups and odd-angled shots,
not open jumpers or well-executed cuts.
Few players moved without the ball in
an effort to lose their defenders, forcing
the player in possession to go at it alone,
usually with unsightly results. The Colonials turned the ball over 17 times,
more than doubling their total of seven
assists.
But in the second half fans got behind
their team during its 12-1 run that cut the
deficit to single digits. Senior Rob Diggs
produced the type of highlight-worthy
dunk he has made a habit by getting possession in the backcourt and driving to
the basket for an explosive slam over a
Richmond defender.
Senior Wynton Witherspoon, who
played a season-high 36 minutes, scored
13 of his 15 points in the period. The beleaguered forward had his playing time

"As a coach, I have to have
a certain level of patience
with these guys. I know the
fans don't, but I have to.”
KARL HOBBS
HEAD COACH

taken away during the team's trip to
Hawaii for unspecified reasons, but has
seen more action the last two games.
"It was nice to get into a groove finally - it took me long enough," Witherspoon said. "I've got to play with
confidence and keep on attacking, not
settle for jump shots like I've done in the
past."
While Witherspoon showed improvement, freshman point guard Tony Taylor
seemed to regress, missing all seven shot
attempts and scoring just one point in
30 minutes. Taylor made numerous attempts to drive the baseline in the first
half, but was invariably stymied by a
swarm of Richmond defenders. By the
second half, the New York native appeared frustrated.
"Our defense was excellent tonight,
probably our best defensive game," Richmond coach Chris Mooney said. "Anytime you're going to win on the road in
this conference, it's going to take good
defensive play."
The closest GW came to catching
the Spiders was an eight-point deficit, a
margin that lasted only one possession
before Richmond center Jahron Giddings
banked a three-pointer in from the top of
the key as the shot clock winded down
with 1:43 left to seal the Colonials' fate.
Now losers of five straight games,
Hobbs and his team face an Atlantic 10
that is unlikely to be sympathetic of their
plight.
The Colonials next play Wednesday
at Duquesne. 

Hobbs under scrutiny for losses
from p. 1
Academic Support Services, who
oversees athletics, in a recent telephone interview. He acknowledged, though, that the University
may have to “make some changes” if the team does not finish 12th
or better in the A-10 and subsequently misses the conference
tournament for a second straight
year.
“In this situation, you can’t ignore that if the season goes really
south and sour we would have to
some real heart-to-heart conversations with Coach Hobbs in terms
of what we expect going forward
if he wants to remain coach at
GW,” said Chernak, who said he
likes Hobbs.
Chernak added, “At the end
of the day, a coach is being paid to
win basketball games.”
Director of Athletics Jack
Kvancz – who meets with Chernak after every season to evaluate the school’s coaches – said the
season has been “very, very frustrating,” but added that he would
let it play out in its entirety before
making any decisions.
Kvancz, a former basketball
player at Boston College and

coach at Catholic University, said
he met with Hobbs to discuss the
state of the team during the team’s
disastrous trip to Hawaii for the
annual Rainbow Classic, in which
GW lost all three of its games and
finished last out of eight teams.
When asked the reason for the
team’s losses in Hawaii, Hobbs
said the problems stemmed from
players “not being mature enough
and understanding the importance of being in a tournament
and getting themselves mentally
ready for games.” Later, he acknowledged the responsibility of
making sure the team is prepared
partly lies with him.
What bothers senior Chase
Carpenter, one of the Colonials’
most loyal supporters, more than
losing is what he perceives to be
Hobbs’ failure to make adjustments during games and his unwillingness to accept responsibility for his team’s struggles.
“If Hobbs would just say, ‘I
screwed up,’ I’d give him another
year,” said Carpenter, who said
he is in favor of Hobbs being replaced.
Though he conceded his job is
not to evaluate coaching decisions,
Chernak, a former referee, said the

fan in him has been confused by
some of Hobbs’ substitution patterns and benching of the team’s
best players, pointing out the lack
of playing time forwards Damian
Hollis and Rob Diggs received
during the team’s Dec. 30 loss to
Coppin State, a team that entered
the game with a 1-10 record.
For his part, Hobbs said he
never pays attention to what fans
say on Internet message boards,
which have become increasingly
critical in recent weeks.
“I never pay attention to what
the fans say,” Hobbs said. “We
went undefeated in this league
three years ago, we’re two years
away from an NCAA tournament
and they weren’t happy. So, why
would they be now? They’re never happy, never satisfied and they
always want more. But as a coach
I understand that, I don’t have a
problem with that.
“But I don’t pay attention to
that at all because they’re not with
these kids every day, they don’t
see the growing pains that they
go through,” Hobbs added. “The
loyal fans, I know who they are.
The people who understand what
we’re doing as a basketball program, that’s who I listen to.” 

Women lose in final moments
Colonials still
winless away
from home
by Dan Greene
Assistant Sports Editor
With the clock winding
down in Richmond, Va., Saturday night, mere seconds separated the GW women's basketball
team from collecting their first
road victory of the season and
snapping a three-game losing
streak.
But the Spiders’ Danielle
Belle delayed the former and extended the latter, banking a shot
off the glass with less than two
seconds remaining. The basket
pushed Richmond in front 66-65,
a score that would become final
after senior Antelia Parrish’s
last-ditch three-point attempt
failed to connect.
The Colonials (7-8, 0-1 Atlantic 10) trailed most of the game,
allowing their hosts to open a
double-digit lead in the game’s
first six minutes. GW chipped
away as the game wore on, eventually taking a small lead before
the midpoint of the second half
before the teams exchanged
blows down the stretch.
With Richmond leading 6460 and 1:12 remaining on the
clock, senior Yolanda Lavender
cut the Colonials’ deficit to one
with her first three-pointer of the

night after missing her first five
attempts.
Just over a minute later, senior Jazmine Adair collected
an offensive rebound and converted the put-back to give GW
a slim 65-64 advantage with 10.5
seconds to play before Belle hit
her game-winner.
“As upset as I am about
the loss in terms of feeling like
somebody punched me in the
stomach, I think that is a signal
of where we are right now in our
growth process,” said head coach
Mike Bozeman. “Tonight we had
some miscues, but it was not for
lack of effort. We had people diving on the floor, we had people
executing.”
The Colonials struggled
with their outside shooting
throughout the contest, connecting on just five of their 19
three-point tries. Freshman
Tara Booker, the team’s leading shooter from beyond the
arc, took only three such shots,
making one. Senior Antelia Parrish, though she tied classmate
Jessica Adair with a team-high
15 points, shot just two of seven
from deep.
Bozeman said injuries played
a part in the struggles, forcing
some players, such as Parrish, to
assume different roles in the offense.
“We’re down some bodies
right now,” he said, referring to
inactive guards Lisa Steele and
Tiana Myers, among others.
“I’ve probably got more people
in sweatsuits on the bench than I

had dressed for the game.”
The Colonials have now
dropped four games in a row
– all on the road – representing
their longest skid since the 20022003 season. Two of those losses
were to particularly
p
y formidable
opponents: No. 3/6 Texas A&M
(AP/USA Today) and No. 17/16
Rutgers. The team’s lone pair of
home losses, both in December,
came against
g
No. 7/11 Tennessee
and No. 9/8 Auburn.
While final scores varied,
GW hung with their nationally
ranked opponents for at least
part of each contest – something
Bozeman wants onlookers to
keep in mind when evaluating
the team’s less than impressive
win-loss record.
“I just want people to realize how tough the schedule has
been and how we’ve never been
out of any game on the schedule
no matter how tough it is,” he
said. “We are a formidable team
and we’re going to be right there
in the end.”
As for the conference slate,
which continues this week
with a home game Wednesday
against Saint Joseph’s and a Saturday trip to Fordham, Bozeman
is optimistic.
“That’s a tough loss there,”
he said of the Richmond game.
“But by no means is that going to
define our season. I’m very confident that we can turn around at
the end of the weekend and be
2-1 in the conference.”
Wednesday’s tip-off is set for
7:30 p.m. 
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(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25
words, and $.30 per word beyond
that.
All classifieds should be placed online.
If you cannot access the internet, ads
may be placed via email, fax or in
person at our office. An extra fee
may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard,
American Express and Discover, as
well as cash and check through our
office.

JOBS
!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

Babysitter needed for 2 children
(9 & 7) ~ 6-8 pm, Monday - Friday
in Alexandria VA. Overnight sitting
occasionally. Own transportation
desirable. 703-768-2660.

HOUSING
Do you want to save your rent
money? Are you certified as a
Firefighter or Emergency Medical
Technician? If so, then here is a
great opportunity for you. The
Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department in Loudoun County,
Virginia offers free furnished dorm
rooms in its station to its volunteer
members. For more information
about the Resident Operational
Volunteer program see www.ashburnfirerescue.org or email Chief
Cohn at Chief@avfrd.net.

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Fill to excess
5 “___ la vista,
baby”
10 Milky white gem
14 Earth Day subj.
15 Less cordial
16 Hoarfrost
17 Many a mall
outlet
19 Slaughter in the
Baseball Hall of
Fame
20 Scout master?
21 California’s Big
___
22 “Just kidding”
signals
23 The “Na” in NaCl
25 Citizen Kane’s
estate
27 Nose-in-the-air
type
29 Tooth covering
32 “Hey, over here!”
35 Instruction book
38 Dude

39 Land to build a
house on
40 What the starts
of 17- and 62Across and 11and 34-Down
may each be a
piece of
41 A conceited
person has a big
one
42 ___ de Cologne
43 Not yet taken
care of
44 Gait faster than
a walk
45 Devoted
47 Arthur of tennis
49 Dons
52 Muscle/bone
connector
56 Now, in Nogales
58 By way of
60 Polo who visited
Cathay
61 Dangerous
shark
62 Place to keep a
report

64 Get ready, for
short
65 ___ tube
66 Carrier of coal
from a mine
67 Filly’s father
68 Swimmer
Debbie who won
three golds at
the 1968
Olympics
69 Upper house
members: Abbr.

Down
1 Religious
splinter groups
2 Possible
reaction from
getting a cold
shoulder?
3 ___ fro
4 Nose-in-the-air
type
5 ___ and hers
6 Isn’t idle
7 Sitting Bull or
Crazy Horse
8 ___ cotta
9 “___ we having
fun yet?”
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
10 Frozen potato
AC SA PL EF N
AV C I RE EWS RB OR AA MT
brand
SO HV AA VL E
CE AS UC L A K P E R KO EM YA
11 A.T.M. access
S
A
C
H
A
B
A
R
O
N
C
O
H
E
N
E M I L Y P O S T S
Y O K E
code
DT EO NE D D E AWY Y O M OE AO TW E D
O R T S
A S P I R I N 12 Not a good way
R I D S
W A N T
to run
D O N E E
T G I
N O N E
S T E V I E W O N D E R S
13
Subtracted
by
W I N O S
R E A R
T P K E
S H A V E
I R I S
I K E
E D A M
C E N S E
H E L D 18 Verb
E R R S
M E D E A
A V I V
accompanier
L A D A
A R O S E
E D E L
X E S
P A G O
S W E D E 2 22 In a weak
L S A T
T E R I
R A I S E
manner
E WE I R NO S L CO AW SH O TM EE RR NS S
2 24 Instants
S T E E P AD T A S D I AD HA ES M
G H O SO TWS L S EK L I AS L O TA AT U 26 Most at hand
NT EH XR T E E H L E I L T E TN LH EU PN I T GS S 2 28 Madam
AN XO EO L I L O V S E CR H EE DS UT LO EP A 30 Therefore
WT AR N I E A L P AMWHS O SR O RO EM ES F 2 31 Plunder
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Puzzle by Sarah Keller

34 Five-card or
seven-card
game
36 Prefix with
classical
37 Radius neighbor
40 Ruling group
after a coup

44 Renters
46 The Continent
48 Powerful auto
engine
50 Sheeplike
51 Fool
53 Rapper with a
professional title
54 Neptune’s realm
55 Standards

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles

61

33 Fly high

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

41

46

32 “Not guilty,” e.g.

Free Classifieds!

16

18

20

56

7

15

17

32

6

No. 1208

56 Concert
equipment

Advertise
Right Here!

57 Mata ___
59 “A Death in the
Family” author
62 What a “swish”
basketball shot
doesn’t touch
63 “It’s c-c-cold!”

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Ads start at
just $75
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