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Hatchet Staff Writer

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

Junior Mike Hill (right), a member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, reacts to the Cardinals losing the Superbowl, while other members of
the fraternity celebrate the Steeler's win Sunday night at the Sigma Phi Epsilon house. The Steelers beat the Cardinals 27-23.

Aswani's chief of staff resigns in protest
by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor
The highest member of Student Association President Vishal Aswani’s cabinet, Chief of
Staff Greta Twombly, resigned on Friday, asserting that her relationship with Aswani deteriorated to the point where her position became
"pointless."
The announcement is the latest example of
growing discord within the Student Association
executive, and marks the fifth person to resign
since Aswani's term began. In December, members of Aswani's cabinet publicly confronted
him about being paranoid and isolated. Now,
with the resignation of Aswani's top cabinet
member, remaining members of the executive
said they are struggling to accomplish their
goals only two months before a new adminis-

tration takes office.
“Greta served a great and valuable
role and I thank her for her time spent
in the Student Association,” Aswani
said in an e-mail, adding that Deputy
Chief of Staff Geoffrey Louden would
replace Twombly.
“A Chief of Staff cannot serve effectively if their boss will not even
return their calls, respond to e-mails
and refuse to meet with them,” Twom- Twombly
bly wrote in her letter of resignation
to Aswani. “By pushing me out and isolating
himself amongst a close group who refuse to
question him, even when it is necessary, he has
become something I can no longer support.”
Twombly, who helped run Aswani’s campaign almost a year ago, said she lost faith in
Aswani as a leader.

“When you approached me more
than one year ago to run your campaign, I was thrilled to have the opportunity to really change the way the
SA operated and impart a fresh, new
attitude," Twombly wrote. "Sadly, you
have fallen greater than I ever could
have imagined.”
After Aswani’s Vice President of
Public Affairs Tabisa Walwema resigned in a similar fashion in December, Aswani’s cabinet warned him to
“shape up” or expect more resignations.
After that meeting, Aswani pledged to open
the doors of communication with campus media outlets and improve communication within
his executive cabinet.
See TWOMBLY, p. B4

Suit disputes
GW Hospital
rape policies

See RAPE, p. B2

See CROSSES, p. B4

GW's pest
problem
by Lindsay Gordon
Hatchet Reporter

co-workers remembered him as a vivacious presence at the department, a supervisor who took a
personal interest in his officers and an avid Washington Redskins fan.
“Anthony was an incredible employee, coworker and friend to everyone at the GW Police
Department,” Stafford said.
An officer since 1981, Sligh was promoted to
corporal in the early 1990s and then to sergeant in
2003. He supervised more than 40 officers and was
described an affable leader and dedicated friend
by his fellow officers.
“You knew he was proud to be part of UPD,”
Stafford said. “He was proud of himself and he
was proud of the entire department.”
Standing in front of a memorial erected in the

Freshman Stacey Minton caught a mouse in
her Madison Hall room last semester. Then she
caught another one. And another one.
In total, Minton has caught 16 dead mice in
her suite-style double on 22nd Street since October. An average of one per week, Minton said
she almost lost count of how many rodents had
piled up in her room.
“We found small holes in the walls which
were remedied by steel wool. But there was a
huge hole in the wall in my suitemate’s room
that wasn’t found until the beginning of December because it was hidden by the drawers,” she
said.
It’s a problem that has consistently plagued
the District – and in turn, GW’s urban campus.
But determining how to overcome the problem – or even if eliminating the pests is a possibility – has been cause for debate.
A college campus in an urban area makes
Foggy Bottom a perfect place for rodents to call
home, said Stewart Harper, chief executive officer of Atek Pest Management.
“In a University setting, you have things
like beer cans in outside trash cans, food debris,
trash cans that are overflowing.” Harper said.
“You are also in an urban area, with the Metro
underneath, very old sewer system and near
Dupont Circle. You are in a prime location – the
crossroads – for an area that is conducive to rodent infestation.”
Sophomore Serena Wong said she and her
roommate were terrified to find four mice run
through their JBKO room last week.
"I was worried that more mice would come
back," Wong said. "It seemed like there was a
whole colony of mice in my room. One of my
friends who lives in Munson has killed eight rats
already."
Wong said they submitted a service request
to FIXit, who had not yet responded as of Saturday.

See SLIGH, p. B4

See PEST, p. B2

by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer
A student at Howard, who is suing GW because she said she was given improper care at
GW Hospital, is now alleging that the school
has failed to produce adequate documentation
of its rape response procedure and also altered
key rape information on a GW Web site.
The senior sued the University and GW
Hospital in August 2007 for negligence and
malpractice because she said she was unfairly
denied a rape kit at GW Hospital after suspecting she had been raped at an off-campus party
near Howard. She also sued the D.C. government and Howard.
Soon after the party on Dec. 9, 2006, the
plaintiff, whose name is being withheld because she is an alleged rape victim, went to
Howard University Hospital and said she had
unprotected sex while drunk and needed preventative STD medication, according to court
documents filed by GW.
She then told a Metropolitan Police Department officer that she had blacked out and
needed a rape kit to determine whether she
was raped, according to court documents. A
rape kit consists of bodily fluids taken from a
rape victim to identify a perpetrator.
Hours later she arrived at GW Hospital,
where a doctor examined her rectal and vaginal extremities and determined that there were
no visible indications of rape. One of the nurses then contacted MPD, who told them not to
perform a rape kit on the woman, according to
court documents. They then released her with a
prescription for preventative HIV medication.

A number of crosses used by the conservative Young America’s Foundation during
an anti-abortion event last month were defaced in a Marvin Center office, and a member of the College Democrats has taken responsibility.
Members of the College Republicans
found the crosses on Monday evening scattered around the office they share with the
College Democrats. One was pinned upside
down on a bulletin board and draped with
a condom. Another featured a depiction
of Jesus on the cross along with the words
“pwned” and “lol,” and others were emblazoned with “Darwin,” “Take a condom”
and “Amelia West,” the vice president of the
CDs.
Brandon Hines, communication director for the CRs, said he first saw the vandalized crosses during his office hours Monday
night. Pictures were taken and sent to members of the CR executive board in the room at
the time. The photos later appeared on conservative filmmaker Pat Dollard’s blog on
Wednesday.
YAF president Rob Lockwood learned
of the vandalism from the blog post. A New
York-area church had donated the crosses to
YAF for a commemoration of the anniversary
of Roe v. Wade in University Yard last week.
“It’s completely inappropriate,” he said.
“It’s private property and disrespectful on a
number of levels. If they want to do that in
their apartment they would have the right to,
but these were on display in a public student
office.”
It is the second time in recent years that
YAF has clashed with left-leaning students
following an incident in 2007 when an antiwar group used satirical posters to ridicule
an event about Muslim extremism.
A statement from the CDs Thursday
morning said a member of their organization had come forward and apologized for
the vandalism. The perpetrator was expelled
from the organization, but not named in the
statement.

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

University Police Chief Dolores Stafford looks at a plaque dedicated to Sgt. Anthony Sligh, who died
on Jan. 28 in his Maryland home. Sligh served with UPD for almost 30 years.

UPD mourns loss of officer
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
A beloved University Police Department supervisor passed away at his home in Maryland on
Wednesday night after serving the department for
nearly 30 years.
Anthony Sligh, 53, joined UPD when he was
25 years old and spent almost every night of his
adult life working the midnight shift for the department. Sligh’s sudden death, which appears to
have been from natural causes, has cast a shadow
on the department's tight-knit community, UPD
Chief Dolores Stafford said.
Sligh would be “sorely missed” by UPD and
especially by the officers he supervised, who
honored him with his second “Officer’s Choice
Award” earlier this month, Stafford said. Several
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Monday
HIGH 48 | LOW 31
FEMINISM 2.0 CONFERENCE
The Graduate School of
Political Management
hosts a discussion about
women in the working
world
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Dorothy Betts Marvin
Theater

PROMISES MOVIE
SCREENING
Join the Arab Student
Association, the Student
Justice for Palestine and
the Muslim Student Association in screening a film
about the current crisis in
Gaza
8 p.m.
Marvin Center Amphitheater

Tuesday
HIGH 34 | LOW 24
MARTHA’S MARATHON
Bid on the best residence
hall rooms on campus to
raise money for a housing
scholarship
7 p.m.
Columbian Square

Wednesday
HIGH 29 | LOW 20
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER DR. MUHAMMAD YUNUS
Yunus will discuss creating a world without poverty. A limited number of
free tickets are available
for GW students at the
Lisner box office
7 p.m.
Lisner Auditorium

Univ. pulls peanut
butter products
after recall
The University has pulled all
peanut butter products from campus vending machines, the GW
Bookstore and Sodexo venues in response to a nationwide salmonella
outbreak.
Nancy Haaga, managing director of campus and support services,
said the University and Sodexo
follow a “zero-tolerance” policy in
food recalls. A national recall, which
has been traced to a Georgia peanut
processing plant, was announced
after more than 500 people became
ill and at least eight died from salmonella poisoning.
“In the case of the peanut butter contamination, Sodexo was
alerted to the concern before the
information was released to the
public,” Haaga wrote in an e-mail.
“GW was given instruction to pull
all peanut butter from service and
hold it until it was determined
which supplier(s) were distributing
the contaminated product.”
Haaga said peanut butter products will not be restocked until they
are deemed safe by Sodexo’s food
safety team.
–Sarah Scire

Corrections

In "Tuition, aid face key
Board of Trustees vote" (Jan. 29,
p. 1), The Hatchet erroneously
reported that the meeting is "next
Friday," or Feb. 6. The meeting is
scheduled for Friday, Feb. 13.
In "Grad school applications increase" (Jan. 29, p. 1), The
Hatchet erroneously reported
incorrect application statistics
for the School of Business and
the School of Public Policy. The
School of Business increased 21
percent, not 18 percent, and the
School of Public Policy increased
20 percent, not 17 percent. Also,
a front page graphic in the print
edition displayed the wrong colors for doctorate and master's
applications. Red represented
master's programs and orange
represented doctorate programs.
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SNAPSHOT

$7,000 stolen from
student's room in
Mitchell Hall

Row House

An unidentified person stole
$7,000 from a GW student’s room
two weeks ago, according to a
Metropolitan Police Department
report.
The thief forced open the door
of Anthony Suber’s room in Mitchell Hall and stole a black safe, a
green wallet and $7,000 in U.S. currency, the police report states. The
robber entered the room between
11:50 p.m on Jan. 22 and 4 a.m. on
Jan. 23, according to the report.
Suber declined to comment.
–Alex Byers

Vern Express shuttle
to utilize Twitter for
service advisories
Harry Bergmann/Hatchet photographer

Freshman Colin York, a member of the GW crew team, rows on an URG to raise money
for Habitat for Humanity alongside other members of both the men's and women's crew
teams in front of Funger Hall Friday afternoon.

Local liquor stores seek exemptions to single-sale beer ban
Some local liquor stores
may still be allowed to sell
single bottles of beer and
malt liquor if they get a
waiver to circumvent a ban
on single sales that will take
effect in fewer than 10 days.
Representatives
from
Riverside Liquors, The Wine
Specialist and the West End
Market, three local liquor
sellers, lobbied for the waivers at the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A
meeting last week. Each
requested exemptions from
the ban passed by the D.C.
Council last year – though
no decisions were made that
night.
Chairman Asher Corson said the ANC wanted
to come to an arrangement
with the businesses, but

first needs to work out the
specifics. At the meeting,
the commission discussed
the possibility of allowing
exemptions for beers of a
certain size or price. A minimum cost of $4 was considered to enable more expensive beers and half-pints
smaller than 70 oz. to still be
sold.
“Whatever we do for one,
we should do for all,” commissioner Eric Malinen said.
He told the representatives
from each establishment to
look at their inventory to
help come up with a suggestion as to how the exemption
could be structured.
The next regular meeting
of the ANC occurs after the
ban goes into effect, but Tim
Schliftman, a manager at The

Wine Specialist at 2115 M
St., said he thinks the store
will be able to find middle
ground with the ban. Issues
with litter and public intoxication had been part of the
problem that prompted single-sale bans in other parts
of the city, but Schliftman
suggested some there might
be alternative answers to
that problem.
“I think we’ll … still be
able to serve singles and
they’ll be able to curb the
loitering,” he said.
Beer sales make up 11.5
percent of The Wine Specialist’s total sales, Schliftman
said. He added that the store
is having a large sale that
will end once the ban goes
into effect.
–Amy D’Onofrio

The Vern Express is now on
Twitter, an information service that
can send updates directly to cell
phones, to keep students updated
on everything from service schedules to traffic delays.
Twitter will allow staff to post
messages, which are then sent via
text to students.
Elan Schnitzer, marketing coordinator for event and special services, said Twitter will be used for
service alerts.
“[Service alerts] are more immediate notices – for instance, a short
service interruption in the middle
of the night, or heavy traffic that’s
causing delays for only a short period, so that riders can plan to give
themselves an extra few minutes
for the trip,” Schnitzer said.
For now, the Twitter account
is being used on a trial basis.
Launched just before the inauguration, the goal was to give students
updates on the inevitable delays
that would come with the road closures.
“We’re constantly toying with
new ways of sharing information
– particularly up-to-the-minute information – and soliciting feedback
about The Vern Express.”
–Michelle Bradbury
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Bailout funds may benefit GW students
Bill to allocate
$159 billion for
education
by Lauren Hoenemeyer
Hatchet Reporter
The economic stimulus
bill passed by the House of
Representatives last week will
create a tax credit for families
with students in college and
increase funds for Federal
Work Study programs and Pell
Grants.
The $819 billion package
will allocate a total of $159 billion toward education, ranging from kindergarten to the
university level, over the next
two years.
Kent Springfield, the University’s assistant director of
government and international
relations, said several of the
bill’s proposals could benefit

GW students.
“We are pleased to see increases in Pell Grant funding,
Stafford student loan limits
and work study funding in the
bill,” Springfield said. “All of
these are positive steps toward
making college more affordable.”
But Springfield said GW is
worried that private universities could be discriminated
against by some of the bill’s
provisions, which are aimed at
assisting public universities.
“We are concerned about
any provisions that would
limit the ability of private
colleges or universities to access research or infrastructure
funding included in the bill.”
Springfield said. “These concerns are largely shared with
all other private universities,
and we are working with our
associations as the legislative
process develops.”
Currently, GW does not
have any registered federal
lobbyists but it belongs to several associations that lobby on

behalf of higher education interests.
If the bill is passed, the
roughly 1,000 students who received Pell Grants will see an
increase of $500 each, to a total
of $5,350 per year.
Pell Grant recipients at GW
receive the maximum amount
of money granted due to the
University's high tuition, said
Dan Small, executive director
of financial aid.
Small said that if passed,
the stimulus bill “will rejuvenate the entire financial aid
process,” but added he hopes
that the stimulus package’s
benefits will extend beyond
GW’s Pell Grant recipients.
“Students receiving Pell
Grants will greatly benefit if
this bill goes through,” Small
said. “But, we wish there was a
way where we could get more
students to get the grant as
well as receive more money.”
More than $10.3 billion of
the package is slated to grant
$2,500 tax credits for students
attending college and a por-

tion of the bill is designated
for construction projects at
higher education institutions.
The $300 million science and
engineering center proposed at
GW is a project that could potentially receive funding, but
Springfield said the University
is not counting on support.
“We are paying close attention to these [stimulus] bills as
they work their way through
the legislative process and are
advising the University administration on possible funding opportunities that may be
presented by the final legislation,” Springfield said. “In its
current draft form, the bill focuses on ‘shovel ready’ infrastructure projects. It’s unlikely
that anything in the stimulus
will be helpful for large projects like the science center.”
The bill is scheduled to
appear before the Senate, but
some are anxious about its
passage since no Republicans
voted for it in the House vote.
“How do students feel
about being in thousands of

dollars of debt after college?”
asked Tony Mazzola, communications director for Sen. John
Ensign, R-Nev. “They’re going
to have to repay that debt. But
this bill won’t be in full effect
until two years from now. How
much of a stimulus is this going to be if it isn’t spent soon
and it takes two years?”
With the two-year investment of the bill, the budget of
the Department of Education
would increase from $60 billion to $146 billion by 2010. It
would be the largest increase
in federal aid since World War
II.
D.C. is slated to get the most
funding per student at $1,289,
according to an analysis by the
New America Foundation, a
research group that focuses on
education spending.
“It is too early to tell exactly what the impact will be
for GW students,” Springfield
said. “We hope, however, that
there will be an increase in several kinds of financial aid that
will benefit our students.” 
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editorial

“

QUOTABLE

“It seemed like there was a whole colony of mice in my room. One of my
friends who lives in Munson has killed eight rats already.”
–Sophomore Serena Wong, reflecting on Foggy Bottom's
rodent problem.

“
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Cologne Cathedral on 23rd Street?

THUMBS UP/
THUMBS DOWN
The Hatchet’s monthly wrap-up
of GW’s ups and downs.
Twombly follows up on prior promise by
resigning
On Friday, Greta Twombly, chief of staff to
Student Association President Vishal Aswani,
resigned from her post. At the end of last semester, Aswani’s cabinet threatened
to resign if he did not “shape up.”
It is admirable of Twombly to follow up on that promise, although
it certainly could have been done
in a less dramatic fashion than
her lengthy resignation letter. Even
though resigning is usually not a very productive measure, at this point the most productive
thing that you can do with Vishal Aswani’s
presidency is end it. Let the impeachment begin.
Vandalism in CD/CR office unacceptable
After last year’s bout of hate crime instances, it is disheartening to see
such a senseless and detestable
act of vandalism as the defaced
crosses found in the CD/CR office in the Marvin Center. The
student responsible must be held accountable and should face the harshest
consequences under the Code of Student
Conduct.
Program Board’s spring events impressive
GW students are losing out on a lot of
valuable study time this semester. Between the
upcoming Jason Mraz and Ben Folds concert,
the upcoming Muhammad Yunus presentation and last weekend’s PostSecret
event, Program Board is providing
many welcome distractions. PB
has redeemed itself for last semester’s failed Fall Fest – we hope this
encouraging programming trend
continues through Spring Fling.
GW men’s basketball team loses yet another
player
In addition to the 10-game losing streak
that the men’s basketball team is currently
on, Xavier Alexander recently left
the team, saying, “GW was just not
a good fit for me.” Alexander is the
fourth player to leave the team for
various reasons since last March.
There is no way that the basketball
program can build credibility with players leaving. Clearly, something is not working
and the athletics department needs to address
the state of our basketball program in the near
future.
Anticipated Web site redesign delayed
Revisions are in the works for a new University Web site, which will be a welcome
change. However, plans have been
delayed until later in the spring
because of logistics and because
administrators are worried
about the incoming class, saying
that “we don’t want class of 2014
students to be confused.” A new Web
site will be great, but let’s hope that the incoming class is a little more computer-savvy than
administrators give them credit for.

Letter to the editor
Martha’s Marathon is a
valued tradition

Over the last two years the Residence Hall
Association has attempted to revamp a long
standing tradition within the GW community.
Martha’s Marathon of Birthday Bargains is currently in its 44th year at this University. One
hundred percent of the proceeds from the event
go to support the general scholarship fund
which now more then ever could use help from
everyone who has the means to support it.
Last year we changed the raffle format to
include two of the top five housing picks. In
the last two years that we have held this raffle
students purchasing one ticket won each of
those prized picks.
This year we have drastically increased
the number of rooms that will be up for auction. We made this change to make the system
fairer to all students, realizing that over the
past few years we were catering to the type of
student who would be willing to invest $6,000
into an Ivory Tower quad. Additionally, we
hoped to spread this opportunity with students from all class years by providing most
popular rooms from each class year.
We trust that the student body will see this
charitable event as a unique opportunity for
all students, and that the 44th edition is better
than ever.
Scott Crawford
Residence Hall Association President

Analyzing our approach to the proposed Science and Engineering Complex

L

ike many European commercial proposal that University President Stecenters, Cologne began building ven Knapp graciously endorsed. The
a cathedral of extraordinary am- committee has met on a number of ocbition in the Middle Ages, only to see casions, including a lengthy, informait remain unfinished for centuries. A tive meeting last summer with Presiwork crane hovered over the incom- dent Knapp, Executive Vice President
plete south tower and the city for four for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman
centuries. GW is proposing a similar and Executive Vice President and Uni“business model” for its monolithic sci- versity Treasurer Louis Katz.
ence and engineering
The meeting with
building, with perhaps
senior administrators
similar consequences.
was both troubling
DONALD PARSONS and reassuring. To an
Certainly the project is a large one by
economist, the most
GW standards – adtroubling aspect of the
ministration estimates
meeting was the anhave run from $250 million to $350-400 nouncement that the president did not
million dollars. The higher figure ap- feel the University had time to consider
proaches the annual operating revenue alternative building models, like a sciof the University and is 35 to 40 percent ence and engineering complex with
of the billion-dollar endowment the multiple, smaller buildings and renoUniversity has managed to accumulate vations that might be more attractive to
over its entire existence. The numbers donors and could place the University
apparently include equipment for the at less financial risk.
building, but not heat, light and other
He noted that the administration
annual maintenance costs which will (in fairness, until recently not his own)
have to be secured from other sources, had taken many years to develop the
nor the foregone earnings of the park- idea of the monolith. He left it to our
ing garage that will be leveled to make imaginations to project how long the
way for the monolith.
serious consideration of alternatives
As a consequence of the project would take. Given the lack of novelty of
size, Arthur Wilmarth, chair of the Fac- the current “dream” project – the largulty Senate Executive Committee, last est building that would fit in the space
summer proposed that a special sen- available after the 22nd Street parking
ate committee be formed to learn more garage and the exercise science buildabout the planning of the SEC and its ing have been razed – one can sympapotential impact on the University, a thize with this argument.

“If the monolith turns out
to be less attractive to
potential donors than the
administration anticipates,
we may see plastic sheets
flapping from the upper
stories of the science and
engineering building on
23rd Street for decades to
come.”
The administration made plausible,
though hardly overwhelming, arguments for the monolithic approach. The
unitary building could facilitate interdisciplinary research, a favorite of academic
administrators everywhere. Economies
of scale are also an obvious plus. Less
obvious is the flexibility the unitary approach will give administrators in allocating space. Investigators with external
grants and contract funding are expected to finance a significant portion of the
project, with only the ground floor dedicated to undergraduate labs and teaching facilities. Departments and schools
that stumble in the grants and contracts
competition would be rolled up and

their space offered to other, more successful external fund raisers. Apparently
the Medical School will also be eligible
for this competition.
In lieu of more substantial consideration of alternatives to the monolith,
the President proposed several damage
control measures to insulate the rest of
the University from missteps on the
project. In particular he promised that
he will not use operating revenues,
the money from student tuition and
dorm charges, to finance the building,
instead using indirect charges from
grants and contracts (presumably in
excess of administrative costs), donor
gifts and some portion of the revenue
stream from Square 54. This is a major
and welcome policy change from the
last administration, which relied heavily on student tuition to fund its building projects.
Addressing the risk issue, the President proposed that individual floors of
the building would be “finished out”
only as funds become available. If the
monolith turns out to be less attractive
to potential donors than the administration anticipates, we may see plastic
sheets flapping from the upper stories
of the science and engineering building
on 23rd Street for decades to come.
–The writer is a professor of economics and
a member of the Faculty Senate special
committee on financial & operational
planning for the Science & Engineering
Complex (SEC).

Repairing our patchwork quilt

I

n a statement released last Thursday, the College vandalism. Despite our outrage and our condemDemocrats expressed how “tremendously up- nations, hate persists.
set” they were that “the organization’s trust was
But in a moment of anger such as this one, it’s
violated” by the member of their executive board important to remain measured in our response. We
who perpetrated an act of bigotry
must remember that this act was not
in their office. Not only was the
condoned by an organization but
trust of the executive board viorather perpetrated by an individual
ESHAWN RAWLLEY
lated, but so was the trust of our
acting in contradiction to what we
community as a whole.
know about our University. This moWhen the CD executive board
ment calls for an effort on our part to
member desecrated the crosses that were part of an demonstrate to each other through our dialogue
anti-abortion event, it was not simply an immature and through our deeds that no organization seeks
display of partisanship. This was an unpardonable to persecute any community on this campus. Sadact of hatred against a religious community, and a ly, due to the actions of one individual, this truth
crime that must be condemned in the strongest of is being questioned in our community and it’s one
terms and punished by the strictest of statutes.
that requires our reaffirmation.
This crime was committed by a person entrustDuring the recent election, we dispelled the
ed to represent their party and its members faith- notion that our differences were too vast compared
fully, but who contravened this duty by espous- to the values which unify us. With deep conviction
ing their ugly hatred through the defilement of a we bought into the belief that we could reject our
sacred religious symbol. This crime was a product easy instincts that spur us toward intolerance of
of the same ignorant bigotry which drove others people with whom we disagree. This behavior is
in the recent past to produce offensive posters and contrary to the fundamental message of that cam-

paign and is completely at odds with what our
party stands for.
But above all, this act of hatred stands in opposition to the virtue we Americans ardently believe in: the virtue of tolerance towards our fellow
citizen, regardless of all discriminatory criteria. As
the president said in his inaugural address, “we
are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and
Hindus and nonbelievers … our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness.”
Despite our recent struggles with hate crime, I
remain convinced that our community is an inclusive one, in which people of all threads can be interwoven. Let’s commit ourselves to mending the tears
in our own patchwork quilt. Because as long as intolerance serves as an impediment towards a more
tolerant society, we must continue to stand united
as a community, firm in our resistance of hate wherever we see it and in whatever form it takes.
– The writer, a junior majoring in political science, is
communications director of GW Students For Barack
Obama and vice president of the GW Indian Students
Association.

You thought that was snow?
A New Englander's take on winter weather

T

he president and I seem to have cause every time the mercury drops
something in common: We are below freezing the standard response
both having difficulty fathom- is to throw salt in nature’s face. I neving why D.C. gets so worked up over er thought to combat nature with so
a little wintry weather. As I write this, much pure salt. Instead, we like to go
my home state of New Hampshire is plowing in New Hampshire. In fact
preparing to receive a common snow- it’s a pastime.
storm of about 10 inches
To a New Hampof snow. A half-inch of
shirian like me, I’ve
snow plus a little freezfound the response
ANDREW PAZDON
ing rain, like we had
to inclement weather
last week, certainly can
highly
interesting,
be messy, but for me it’s
even borderline amusnothing to write home about and it’s ing. The response is vastly different
definitely not delay-worthy.
from a situation with which I am all
When the first snow (I use that too familiar. I’ve been through more
word liberally) of the season hit D.C., storms and blizzards than I can even
I was overjoyed about having a little begin to count. I’ve even been literally
taste of the weather I left back home. snowed into my house for a couple of
I eagerly donned a hearty sweater and days by feet of snow, with nowhere to
L.L. Bean boots and bounded outside go and nothing to do except shovel.
only to be met by a befuddled and Bad weather can be a pain, but it’s not
grumpy looking populace, outfitted that big of a deal for me.
with umbrellas and Antarctic parkas.
However, I’ve come to realize that
Never in my years have I seen anyone there are many, especially around here,
respond to snowfall with a standard- who have never had the pleasure of
issue umbrella. This was novel for me. experiencing New England weather.
Umbrellas are for rain, not snow. What Many can’t even fathom it, in the same
were people thinking; didn’t they know way I can’t begin to imagine what behow to handle a little bit of snow?
ing in a hurricane or an earthquake
Here are some fun facts to try out would be like. Yet, I chose Washington
at the dinner table tonight. The Dis- for a reason and obviously it wasn’t for
trict Department of Transportation the skiing.
stores roughly 39,000 tons of road salt
I wanted to get away from my into combat Mother Nature on D.C.’s sulated world (it has to be, it’s cold in
1,100 miles of roadway. Yet, my home New Hampshire). I’ve had the pleasure
city of Manchester, N.H., only stores at GW of meeting people from all over
about 3,000 tons of salt at a time for the world, not just this country. I’ve
560 miles of roadway. I’m not a math- gotten to tell them about the great state
ematics major, but I don’t think those of New Hampshire and the moose at
ratios are anywhere near equal. Thir- the end of my street and in return I’ve
ty-nine thousand tons is a lot of any- gotten to hear their stories. Their stothing, never mind salt. The District ries have been one of the greatest parts
seems to need all that salt though be- about being away from home and at

Cartoon

Snow Patrol
Colleen Psomas

GW. Everyone has a different take and
approach to the same situation, shaped
by their backgrounds.
And for all those that hate this “bad
weather,” you’ll have your revenge

come the summer, when I’ll be the odd
man out. Heat and humidity are what
make me an unhappy camper.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in
international affairs.
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Univ. settles harassment suit
Ex-housekeeper
alleged sexual
misconduct
by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer
A former GW housekeeper
who sued the University for alleged sexual discrimination by
her supervisor settled with the
school out of court this month.
Helen Fisher, a former facilities management employee,
sued the University in March
2008 for violating the Civil
Rights Act, requesting a $6 million judgment. She reached a
settlement with the University
on Jan. 15, the terms of which
were undisclosed.

A civil complaint filed in
federal court states that Fisher ’s supervisor began sexually harassing her in February
2005. Fisher said the supervisor
asked when she would have
sex with him, offered Fisher
money if she would dance for
him and put his arms around
her and pressed his body
against hers, court documents
state.
A co-worker “grabbed her
breasts in the elevator,” the
complaint continues. "Ms. Fisher was forced to fight off this
assault and run to escape.”
Fisher said she was subjected to at least six instances
of sexual harassment over six
months, the complaint said.
Fisher reported these incidents to managers within the
facilities department twice, the
complaint said, but no action

was taken. She was terminated
from employment with GW in
April 2007, according to court
documents.
University spokeswoman
Tracy Schario said GW does
not comment on personnel
matters.
According to University
policy, employees who feel
they have been sexually harassed may consult with a
Sexual Harassment Response
Coordinator or request an administrative review. If these
informal procedures fail to
resolve the problem, a formal
hearing procedure can be initiated.
Fisher ’s attorney, John
Pressley, declined to comment.
“Ms. Fisher’s case is concluded and neither she nor I are
in a position to discuss any details related to it,” he said. 

Metro discount stalled
After almost a
year, financial
concerns remain
by Alli Hoff
Hatchet Staff Writer
Student Association leaders
began lobbying for a reduced
Metro fare for D.C. area students almost a year ago, but the
project is now in the hands of
the University and Metro officials and progress has come to a
standstill – though administrators remain optimistic.
Michael Akin, executive director of international, government and community affairs,
said the University has come
up with a plan to make the discount a reality, though he added
that the University has not had
talks with Metro recently to discuss finances.
“We had these discussions
in the fall, and then between the
holidays, the inauguration and
the budget crisis all over the
city, including Metro, there has
been a downturn in talks,” said
Akin, who is now tasked with
overseeing the project.
Now that the inauguration
is over, Akin said he looks forward to restarting the talks with
Metro officials.
Akin said that in order for

a student discount to come to
fruition, Metro would calculate
a fee for unlimited use and the
University would determine
how much of that fee students
would bear. The University
would then agree to fund the
remaining cost or partner with
a corporation that would provide the funding.
“This ‘discount’ is really talk
about a subsidy,” Akin said.
He added, “The unlimited
ride model is the easiest to
move forward with. The next
step is to sit down with Metro
and figure out what it would
cost specifically and how we
would transfer the money.”
Metro officials said they
would support an unlimited
farecard if it did not cost the organization any money.
“Basically we’re open to
there being a card for university students, however it would
have to be at no cost to Metro,”
said Candace Smith, a spokeswoman for Metro. “It would
have to be something paid for
by the school or students.”
Though there are other options to create a student Metro
discount, Akin said the unlimited ride model would best fit
the GW student lifestyle.
“We needed to find out
what model would fit best,”
Akin said. “Given that we are
in the heart of D.C. and have
two stops right here on campus,
our students will use the Metro

Happy Groundhog Day
From,
The GW Hatchet

more often than some at other
schools.”
Akin said he believes the
project is worth pursuing because of benefits that would
resonate throughout the Foggy
Bottom community, including
improved community relations
by reducing the number of cars
on campus and potentially reducing carbon emissions.
He added that lower Metro
fees for students could be used
as a recruitment tool to entice
prospective students.
While the project originally
began as a joint effort between
many D.C. area universities,
Sally Kram, director of government and public affairs at
the Consortium of Washington
Universities, said GW administrators are currently fighting for
a reduced fare on their own.
“We’ve heard of some institutions working separately, and
we laud that,” Kram said.
Despite a stall in the project’s
progress, Akin credits much of
the initiative’s progress to SA
Executive Vice President Kyle
Boyer, who he said brought the
idea to the forefront. Although
Boyer said he has not been very
involved recently, he remains
optimistic.
Boyer said, “If we can get
one more meeting on GW’s
campus between Metro officials
and the GW principals, I think
maybe something could happen.” 

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

University President Steven Knapp (left) shakes the hand of visiting professor and Pulizer Prize-winning
author Edward P. Jones (right) who read from his new book "The Known World" at the Jack Morton
Auditorium on Thursday night.

Famed author teaches at GW
Pulitzer winner
reads acclaimed
book at SMPA
by Becky Reeves
Hatchet Reporter
Edward P. Jones, a renowned
fiction author and visiting professor at GW, treated literature
buffs to a reading from his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel “The
Known World” in the Jack Morton Auditorium Thursday evening.
The event kicked off a campus-wide reading of Jones’s
novel, which will feature discussions led by GW faculty and additional readings throughout the
semester.
Set in the fictional county
of Manchester, Va., during the
mid-1800s, Jones’s novel centers
on a freed slave that owns several slaves of his own. The work
has received critical acclaim and
numerous awards, including the

Pulitzer Prize.
Jones read two brief excerpts
from the novel to a packed auditorium, giving the audience a
short glimpse into the book.
During the question and
answer period that followed
the reading, audience members
inquired about Jones’s creative
process and dynamic characterization.
“I don’t really think in terms
of history or anything else,” he
said, in response to a question
about how he gives his stories
historical authenticity. “Fiction,
of course, is a bunch of made up
lies and what you have to do is
prettify the lies so that people
will accept it.”
Jones’s residency, which
was made possible through a
$700,000 donation from Taiwanese businessman Albert Wang,
will last through the spring semester. The donation, which
is the single largest gift GW’s
English department has ever
received, established the Wang
Visiting Professorship in Contemporary Literature, of which
Jones is the first recipient.

In addition to campus-wide
reading events, his residency
includes two courses in fiction
writing and the discussion of
contemporary literature.
University President Steven
Knapp opened the event, commenting on the author’s selection for the position.
“I think it’s fair to say that
no one writing in America today
better embodies the spirit of the
Wang Visiting Professorship or
the mission of our Department
of English than tonight’s speaker,” he said.
Phyllis Palmer, professor of
American studies and women’s
studies, said that to be in the
company of such a fine writer
was “an enormous privilege.”
Although she had already
read the novel, Palmer said
Jones’ reading gave a new and
different tone to the work than
she had previously understood.
“Listening to him reading
his own works, it was incredibly
funny,” she said. “Hearing it in
the voice of the author lets us
discover things that we can’t get
as readers.” 
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Life
Let's talk
about

SEX
Feeling
cheated

Upon observing the behavior of a few of my friends,
I reached the conclusion that
the average college student is
absolutely terrified of being
cheated on. We all know that
it happens and there’s a good
chance we’ve been directly involved. Enrollment in college
is essentially the world’s best
excuse for promiscuity, and
even if you intend to be faithful, it’s not hard to get drunk
and slip up. I’m not defending cheating, but I don’t think
it’s the end of the world. After
cheating, it’s hard to make a
relationship survive. But there
are ways to do it.
Call me crass (and you
wouldn’t be the first), but

MARSHAL
STAGGS
SEX COLUMNIST
cheating can be prevented
with a direct conversation.
Both people in a relationship
need to establish boundaries. In a committed relationship, especially when there’s
a strong emotional bond, you
should be able to ask your
partner what counts as cheating. Strictly monogamous relationships are hard to maintain
in college, and many people
don’t become “exclusive” for
a few months after they start
going steady – or whatever the
kids are calling it these days.
So take a step back and think
about this scenario.
Your partner goes to a
party, gets drunk and makes
out with someone else. Maybe
it goes a little further, but no
sex. You might be mad, maybe
about the breach of trust, maybe because you committed to
each other, or maybe because
you’re angry that your partner
got to fool around with someone else and you didn’t. By the
way, don’t write jealousy off.
It’s a perfectly valid emotion.
Think about these questions. What happened that
offended you? Can you understand why they made a
mistake? Is it so hard to forgive them for messing around
with another person? I’m not
saying you shouldn’t be angry,
but a drunken mistake probably isn’t grounds to end a relationship that was otherwise
going great.
Of course, not all cheating
occurs this way. Plenty of sober infidelity happens – sometimes full-blown intercourse
– and that’s an entirely different animal. The first thing
to do if your partner has sex
with another person is to both
get tested. You may be furious
with them, but imagine how
much angrier you’ll be when
you find out that they slept
with someone, got an STD
from them and then passed it
to you. You might even want
to wait before sleeping with
them again for a few months
and getting tested a second
time, as some infections take
time to show up.
If you still care about your
relationship and you don’t
want to end it, you have some
options. A little behavioral
monitoring on the part of the
cheated-upon isn’t out of line,
but there’s a point where asking about your partner's plans
turns into forbidding them
to do things based on the assumption that they’re going
to cheat again. That’s a line
you don’t want to cross. Even
though they may have cheated
on you, the cheater in the relationship will only put up with
so much.
On that note, you can’t assume that your partner will
cheat again. You may not be
able to trust them for a couple
months. You may even hate
them for a while. If you assume that your partner will inevitably cheat again, it’s time
to end the relationship. You
can’t have that cloud hanging
over your head for the rest of
the time that you’re together.
But if you can find it within
yourself to forgive them, eventually you’ll be able to get past
it together and you’ll remember what you liked about them
in the first place. 

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

Feb. 4, 1974:

Feb. 5, 1990:

Feb 8, 1999:

Faculty leaders in the School
of Public and International
Affairs voted to add pluses
and minuses to the grading
system.

A George Washington
impersonator led the
Homecoming parade on a
float shaped like the boat
Washington used to cross
the Potomac.

The South Asian Society
hosted its first-ever bachelor
auction in the Marvin Center.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com)
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Vern Express supervisor keeps
shuttles running smoothly

by Chris Geissler
Hatchet Reporter
Few know his first name, but almost everyone on the Mount Vernon
Campus knows his signature phrase:
“Take ‘em on down now.”
Mr. Plummer – who said he only
shares his first name with those who
win his respect – is the supervisor of
The Vern Express, a difficult but often unnoticed job on GW’s satellite
campus. Every day he ensures that
students make it to class on time, all
while coordinating a fleet of vehicles
through unpredictable traffic and
weather.
Many of those who see him on a
regular basis said they appreciate his
caring attitude and prompt service,
which can be a pleasant surprise
before an early morning class. And
with a smile about as broad as his
shoulders, Plummer has become an
important part of students’ everyday
lives.
On a recent morning, a full 9 a.m.
busload was prepared to depart the
Vern when Plummer asked the male
riders to give their seats to ladies
standing in the aisle. He followed the
inquiry with a gracious thank you
and “Take ‘em on down now.”
“Mr. Plummer is great,” said
Amanda Beyersmith, a senior who
lives on the Vern. “He greets me every time I see him around the Vern
Express stop and chats.”
Freshman Ray Ashton, a resident
of the Vern, said he also recognizes
Plummer ’s quality of work.

“When he’s not there, [the buses]
are not on time at all,” Aston said.
Despite his reputation, the
57-year-old is often quiet and reserved. On most days, he sits on a
bench near the bus stop, leaning forward with his hands in his lap.
His hard work and personality
have earned him a great deal of respect among GW staff members as
well. Elan Schnitzer, marketing coordinator for event and special services
for Mount Vernon Campus Life, said
Plummer can occasionally “come off
a bit gruff,” but he “has been invaluable” as well as “caring” and “good
about what he does.”
Plummer is an area native, born
in Herndon, Va., in 1950. He was
raised in Northeast near Catholic
University and now lives in Maryland with his wife, Patricia.
Plummer joined the Marine
Corps at 18 and was deployed to the
jungles of Vietnam. He has few fond
memories of his time spent in Southeast Asia. When asked about it, he
paused, rubbed his brow, leaned forward and said that his “most memorable time in Vietnam was leaving.”
Viet Cong fighters who made
runs into South Vietnam – past the
sparsely placed watchtowers – were
repeatedly rebuffed by Plummer and
U.S. forces using armored personnel
carriers, he said.
“It was a heck of an experience,”
Plummer said with a slightly stronger and proud tone as he lifted his
chin, “I even got to see Saigon before
it was blown off the map.”

Project Development

New student org focuses on social issues

Josh Dubin/Hatchet photographer

Mr. Plummer is known for his morning chats with students and his signature
phrase, "Take 'em on down now."
After returning home, Plummer
went into law enforcement, at first
locally and then at the CIA facility in
Langley, Va. He worked for five years
in the field before transitioning into
private security at Catholic University in 1978, where he worked for 27
years. He was one of the first university police officers to pass through
police academy training. Then, he
started driving buses for Greyhound

part time and has been in the bus
business ever since.
“I was always interested in transportation and law enforcement,” he
said. “I combined them and that’s
how I put my kids through school.”
Plummer plans to retire soon
and he already knows what his new
job will be. He leaned back on the
bench and said with a sigh, “I love
to fish.” 

Dropping school for
rock and roll
by Marisa Kabas
Senior Staff Writer

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Graduate student Bram de Roos explains his vision for Students in Free
Enterprise, a group that works with "real people to make real money."
by Miranda Green
Hatchet Reporter
Dressed in his finest blazer
and supported by a PowerPoint
presentation, Bram de Roos spoke
eagerly about professionalism,
sustainability and commitment to
a room full of students on Thursday night.
Though
the
atmosphere
seemed akin to that of a board
meeting at a major organization,
Roos was not attempting to sell a
corporate project. Instead he was
a GW student in an Elliott School
conference room, selling his new
organization to prospective student members.
The organization is known as
Students in a Free Enterprise. Introduced at GW last semester, it
is an offshoot of an international
organization that encourages engagement in social issues by working with real people and helping
them make real money.
The official goal of the GW
group is to “make a difference in
the local and global community
through development projects that
stimulate, implement and teach
the principles of free enterprise.”
Roos, an Elliott School graduate student, founded the GW
chapter of SIFE as well as a chapter at his undergraduate school in
the Netherlands. When he moved
to D.C., Roos decided to bring the

organization with him after experiencing what he calls the “student
organization vibe” at GW, which
described as infectious and “sort
of a virus.”
He said most other student
organizations are more about providing networking opportunities
than hands-on experience, and he
felt SIFE could fill a gap in the GW
community.
The program runs with the help
of faculty advisor Steve Charnovitz, the director of international
trade and investment policy at the
Elliott School, and a business advisory board comprised of working professionals. Both the board
and Charnovitz advise SIFE members on project endeavors.
Though the organization is
relatively new and membership
currently stands at 10 students,
after one semester the SIFE chapter is booming with ideas for
future projects. The ideas focus
on helping local communities
by introducing marketing and
business techniques to produce
a profit. One such plan involves
teaching local school children to
grow vegetables and sell at farmers’ markets.
This semester, in addition to
beginning local projects, the group
is also hoping to attract new membership. With more members, Roos
hopes they can make progress on
more projects. 

Some college students dream of
leaving school and touring with a band.
Others, like Louie Diller, simply go for it.
Until spring 2008, Diller was a GW
student in the Elliott School of International Affairs, with a concentration in
international affairs and a minor in jazz
studies. But instead of returning for his
sophomore year, he made the decision
to head home to California and tour
with his band, Dizzy Balloon.
“For my birthday in third grade, my
parents gave me a copy of The Beatles’
‘Abbey Road’ instead of a Super Soaker,”
the drummer recalled in a phone interview. “At first I was really pissed. Then it
became a sort of guilty pleasure.”
The Oakland native began his musical experience playing the trumpet
from third to sixth grade. He said he
was content with the instrument until
he heard his brother play the drums.
“I thought, ‘I have to play that … It
sounds so good.’ ” Diller said, adding
that he then asked his brother to “show
me what you’re doing.”
His brother obliged, and Diller fell
in love. It was not long, however, until
Diller's brother forced him to play piano so they could play together. Much
to his surprise, Diller fell in love with
that instrument too.
“The possibilities are endless with
the piano,” the 19-year-old said.
The makings of a rock star began
at the Oakland, Calif., middle school
attended by all the members of Dizzy
Balloon. The band continued to play
together throughout high school and
their freshman years of college.
The other four members of Dizzy
Balloon dispersed to schools like University of Southern California, University of California Santa Cruz and Massachusetts Institute of Technology before
taking leaves of absence this semester.
Taking a leave of absence “wasn’t
an easy decision. If I had taken time
off and played with a mediocre garage band that didn’t really gig that
much, I’m not sure if that would make
it worth it to leave such an awesome
school like GW,” Diller said.
But because Dizzy Balloon had a
possible record deal in the works, Diller
said he thinks he made the right decision.
Sophomore Chris Phalen, Diller’s

Courtesy photo

freshman year roommate, remembers
the day he realized that Diller might
leave GW.
“One day he got off the phone and
said, ‘I might not be coming back next
year,’ ” Phalen said.
Now Diller and his band have hit
the road, touring with The Jakes of Irvine, Calif., and playing shows in central and southern California. They have
played their “eclectic rock” music for
audiences at Stanford University and
University of California Santa Barbara,
in addition to other local venues.
“He’s living the dream,” Phalen
said.
Diller said a typical day on tour begins with breakfast at a “good-ass diner,” followed by some sort of physical
activity, a bit of recording and a midafternoon jam session. Once the West
Coast sun has set, Diller and the band
set up their equipment, “play a crazy
show, hang out and party till 3 a.m.,
then the same the next day.”
“It’s literally the coolest lifestyle
ever,” Diller said of his new routine. "I
could do it 365 days a year, easily.”
But for Diller and his band, the true
test of success looms in the near future.
They are scheduled to play in a Los
Angeles showcase for Downtown Records, which has signed successful acts
such as Gnarls Barkley, The Cold War
Kids and Mos Def.
“With everything that’s happened,
it’s validated my suspicion that there’s
something in this,” Diller said. “If we
dedicated our life to this, we could be
really successful.” 
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RAPE
from p. A1
After more than a year of
litigation, the plaintiff is now
alleging that GW has failed to
provide adequate documentation explaining why police approval was needed to perform
a rape kit.
Her attorney, Bruce Spiva,
also said the University has
been dishonest about their
ability to provide rape kits
without police approval.
Spiva cites a change to the
University Police Department
Web site, which encourages
potential rape victims to get a
rape kit because “even if you
have not been physically hurt,
this forensic exam is strongly
recommended to maintain all
your legal options.” In 2006,
it instructed victims to get
their exam at GW Hospital
or Howard University Hospital, according to an archived
version of the site, but it was
changed to instruct victims
to go to two other local hospitals.
“The issue is George Wash-

ington University Hospital and
George Washington University
have claimed they don’t do
those exams at George Washington University Hospital, at
least without police authority,” Spiva said. “And George
Washington University on its
police Web site has said students can go to the George
Washington University Hospital and get this test for a fee or
they could go to Howard and
get it for free.”
He added, “during the
course of the litigation … they
changed the Web site, which is
pretty irregular.”
The University has contended in court documents
that the changes were made
because of a new administration for the rape kit program.
University
spokeswoman
Tracy Schario would not comment on the case or the Web
site, citing a policy of not
commenting on ongoing litigation.
GW and the other defendants in the case are also
challenging the plaintiff’s
statements that she has posttraumatic stress disorder, according to court documents.
The plaintiff was diagnosed

with PTSD by one of her own
experts on Oct. 20, 2008, allegedly stemming in part from
negligence by GW Hospital,
court documents said.
The defendants are requesting that the court force
the plaintiff to submit to independent psychological tests
so they have the opportunity
to challenge the PTSD diagnosis, court documents said.
According to the defendants,
they were notified of the PTSD
diagnosis in an untimely manner.
Symptoms of PTSD could
include reliving the experience, feeling numb and having
an exaggerated startle reflex,
professor of counseling Sylvia
Marotta said. Years may pass
between the event and onset of
symptoms, she added.
GW and other defendants
said in court documents that
the PTSD diagnosis came as a
surprise because the plaintiff
withheld the diagnosis until
Dec. 1, 2008.
The plaintiff is asking for
compensatory damages, a
court order to have her case
properly investigated and a
revision of GW Hospital’s rape
treatment policies. 

News

PEST
from p. A1
said they submitted a service request to FIXit, who had not yet responded as of Saturday.
"This is unsanitary and unhealthy," Wong said. "There was
animal waste in my box of food."
Juan Ibanez, assistant vice
president for facilities at GW, said
that when construction began on
Square 54 last summer, there was
an increase in rodent problems
around campus as they fled the
construction area. He also said
they traditionally see an increase in
complaints in the winter, as rodents
move indoors looking for warmer
environments.
“We understand rodents in our
facilities can be a health issue and
distraction to the mission of the
University, so we are committed to
reacting quickly and positively to
these matters,” Ibanez said.
GW officials conduct daily inspections of building exteriors and
treat common areas of residence
halls once or twice a month, according to the Facilities Management
Web site. Problems inside rooms or
offices, however, are only treated
on a case by case basis. The city’s

Department of Health has implemented new approaches to rodent
control such as assigning certified
pest controllers to all the parts of
the District, said Holiday Johnson,
spokeswoman for the DoH. They
are trained in the principles of integrated pest management, which
tries to tackle the problem on a proactive, citywide level instead of just
reacting to complaints, Johnson
said.
In addition, the DoH has stationed code enforcement officers
around D.C. that conduct daily
inspections, looking for conditions
that attract and support rats.
DoH officials cite recent mild
winters as an explanation for higher rat populations, though one official said there have not been significantly more or less complaints
this season.
Minton said the University was
at times helpful with her problem,
but also unreliable.
“As much as the University
was a help, I felt like I had to keep
on top of them. I was constantly
e-mailing them to make sure they
did not forget about our room,”
Minton said.
Harper argued that treating
individual rodent problems is not
always sufficient.
“Putting boxes of poison out

is not the answer to the problem,”
he said. “In order for poison baits
to be effective, the rodents have
to compete with what other food
sources are around. Maybe you
will kill 70 out of 100 rats, but there
are 30 still left. These 30 will breed
and you will be back to where you
started.”
To really tackle the root of the
problem, Harper said, students
need to be more cognizant of their
surroundings.
“When you are dealing with
rats you are really dealing with an
environmental and cultural issue,”
he said. “Students need to police
themselves and not provide ample
food and water sources because
the rats then have conducive conditions to live. Carelessness of the
community doesn’t help.”
Harper suggested the University should pay more attention
to “tackling the issues regarding
environment and surroundings.”
This suggested greater distribution of educational materials to
inform students of how to prevent
pest problems or charging fines for
rooms that are not up to pest control standards.
He said, “If people are creating problems that are making the
infestation worse, there is no way
this problem can be solved.” 
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NUMBER CRUNCH
Number of games lost by the GW men's squash team
during their two matches Saturday. The Colonials beat
both Drexel and North Carolina 9-0.

GW wins
'nail-biter' Wilmore thriving under Collucci's wing
Women's winning
streak now at six

by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer

by Dan Greene
Assistant Sports Editor
After going through a bit of a midwinter funk, the Colonials were on a roll
as they visited La Salle Saturday, having
reeled off five straight conference victories.
While they were ultimately able to extend
that streak to six, doing so did not come
easily. GW came away with a 72-70 victory
only after surviving three missed Explorers
shots in the game’s final seconds.
“It was a nail-biter,” head coach Mike
Bozeman said. “I thought that put us back
in the realm of being human.”
After a seesaw second half, the Colonials (13-8, 5-1 Atlantic 10) pulled ahead
for good on a pair of free throws by senior
Yolanda Lavender with 30 seconds to play.
Redshirt sophomore Ivy Abiona blocked a
shot that would have tied the game on the
other end, but La Salle maintained possession as the ball went out of bounds.
They missed the ensuing shot, which
again caromed out of play while two seconds remained on the clock. The game appeared to be all but over as GW was set to
inbound the ball, but freshman Tara Booker
stepped out of bounds after receiving the
pass to give La Salle one last opportunity. A
three-point attempt by Jenna Gilbert rattled
out as time expired and the Colonials escaped with the victory.
The win was the Colonials’ first this
season when trailing at halftime, having
previously lost all seven games in which
they were down at the break. They were
able to erase their deficit thanks in large
part to senior Antelia Parrish’s career-high
25 points and game-high nine rebounds.
“We had been waiting for Ant to have a
breakout game,” Bozeman said. “She’s fully
capable of putting those kinds of numbers
up. She’s been unselfish, almost to a fault.”
Parrish’s performance was all the more
pivotal given senior Jessica Adair’s relative
struggles. While Adair still managed 10
points and five boards, Bozeman said she
was limited by double-teaming La Salle defenders, whose fixation on Adair allowed
her teammates opportunities.
Bozeman said the team’s array of
weapons is an important strength.
“On any given night you have someone else stepping up,” he said. “Tonight
was Ant’s turn to really carry us.”
The Colonials will look to avenge
their lone A-10 loss as they host Richmond
Wednesday. Tip-off is set for 7:30 p.m. 

File photo

Assistant coach Greg Collucci, left, and senior Noel Wilmore observe the action
during a GW men's basketball practice earlier this season. Collucci had a playing
style similar to Wilmore's while at GW and works closely with him as a coach.

If the heartbreaking losses,
player departures and ongoing 10-game losing streak are
a dark cloud over the current
men’s basketball season, then
senior Noel Wilmore would
have to be a silver lining.
In a season filled with disappointments both on and off
the court, Wilmore’s emergence
as a consistent scoring threat off
the bench has been a rare highlight in what has been so far an
otherwise forgettable season.
For Wilmore, the key to his
dramatic improvement this season has come down to minutes.
In head coach Karl Hobbs’s
veteran-centered offense, getting significantly more playing
time in what is his final season
of collegiate basketball has allowed Wilmore to blossom.
“I’ve seen this happen with
other seniors,” Wilmore said.
“The style of play kind of revolves around the older guys,
so I’ve been able to get a lot
more looks … it becomes easier
to work yourself into the offense.”
In becoming a more consistent offensive threat while
maintaining his role as a threepoint specialist, Wilmore has
worked closely with assistant
coach Greg Collucci, once the
Colonials’ primary outside
threat himself when he played
at GW from 2000 to 2004.
“The thing that is good
about Noel is you don’t have to
tell him to go in the gym and
get shots, you don’t have to tell
him to work on that step-back
move,” Collucci said. “He’s
built on what he’s had and he’s
added something every year,
which as a basketball player, as
an athlete, I think that’s what
you have to do.”
For those who have been
around Foggy Bottom long
enough to have seen both
Wilmore and Collucci in GW
uniforms, the fact that Collucci
has worked with Wilmore is

“My thing was just
trying to teach him
and give him the
tricks that I learned."
GREG COLLUCCI

ASSISTANT MEN'S
BASKETBALL COACH

obvious. They played similar
roles on their respective teams
and as Collucci will tell you,
their games have a lot in common.
“They’re very, very similar.
I mean really, really similar,”
he said. “The thing that I try
to talk about with Noel and try
to give him is the idea that we
all have scouting reports. The
other team knows when Noel
comes in the game, he’s going
to shoot the ball. And my thing
was just trying to teach him
and give him the tricks that I
learned.”
“Most of the time, you give
either of us good looks, we’d
make them,” he added.
The Colonials’ coaching
staff has not been blind to
Wilmore’s success in a tumultuous season.
“As coaches, that’s all you
can ask for,” Colucci said.
“We’ve lost games, but I can
honestly say there are no complaints from the coaching staff
about Noel Wilmore – his attitude, his preparation for
games.”
Even still, Wilmore is hesitant to talk about his personal
success this season. His circumstance is not an easy one, to be
playing the best basketball of
your life on an underperforming team.
“If you just look at the stats,
I’ve had some games this year
where you look at the minutes
I’ve played and what I did, you
know, the game looks great,”
Wilmore said. “If you don’t
win, it doesn’t matter.” 

Squash sweeps doubleheader

MAKINGWAVES

Seniors have seen
program transform
over four years
by Reid Davenport
Hatchet Reporter

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

GW women's swim team competes against George Mason Sunday afternoon
at the Smith Center. The Colonials won three events.

When senior Brad Birenbaum enrolled at GW to play squash, he entered a program that was in just its
third year at the varsity level and had
never held a home match. Three years
later, the Pennsylvania native is the
captain of the nation’s 22nd-ranked
team, which beat Drexel and the University of North Carolina 9-0 each on
Saturday at the Health and Wellness
Center in its final home matches of
the season.
The Colonials will go to Princeton University in early February for
the national tournament, where the

country’s 52 elite teams will compete.
They are expected to compete in the
third “tier” eight-team tournament
with the teams ranked between 17th
and 24th.
Birenbaum said much of the team’s
recent success can be credited to second-year coach Wendy Lawrence, the
team’s third coach in four years.
“She's a really good coach,” Birenbaum said. “She put together the best
schedule that we've had and, on the
court, because she’s been in squash
a lot she gives us a lot of attention in
between matches to help us adapt to
each individual opponent.”
Lawrence also helped secure the
nation’s first and only scholarship
given exclusively for squash, which
should help recruit some of the nation’s best high school players to Foggy Bottom. The scholarship, and the
program's ability to host two teams
on the same day at HellWell (which
Birenbaum said is “sufficient” as a facility), both help get the word out that

squash at GW is on the rise.
“It’s a much more established
program,” Birenbaum said about the
current state of the team compared to
his freshman year. “Moving forward,
we're going to be a very strong program from here on out – we have some
great recruits coming in.”
As the team’s longest-tenured
player, Birenbaum is the only current member to have played with the
original team, who helped promote
the sport from club status to the varsity level. Given the tumultuous first
few years of the program, Birenbaum
said winning his Senior Day matches
in front of the program’s largest-ever
crowd – approximately 75 people –
meant even more to him.
He said, “The team is stronger
than it’s ever been, it’s younger than
it’s ever been and I don't think coach
Lawrence is going anywhere anytime
soon.”
–Andrew Alberg contributed to this
report.
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CROSSES
from p. A1
“We would never as an organization sanction such reprehensible conduct and we are
tremendously upset that the
organization’s trust was violated by a member who chose
to act otherwise,” the statement said.
West also personally acknowledged the damage done
by the incident.
“A simple apology is not
enough to make up for the feelings of those affected and we
ask all to realize that our organization has been hurt by this
too,” West said in an e-mail.
“And now is the time for us
to come together – Democrats,
Republicans, believers of all
faiths – and bring healthy closure to this incident while embracing the tenets of respect in
this academic community.”
When contacted by The

SLIGH
from p. A1
UPD offices on Friday, UPD
Cpl. Felicia Archie bounced
between fond memories and
sharp grief as she spoke about
her co-worker of 19 years.
In one moment, she remembered how Sligh was always joking around, recently
telling anyone who would
listen that the chief had left a
special note on his “Officer ’s
Choice Award.” Then, her
voice cracking, she reflected
on the abruptness of Sligh’s
death.

TWOMBLY
from p. A1
But Twombly said Aswani
did not change.
“He is malicious in the
way he pits the staff against
each other, he lies to further
himself, and he pushes out
anyone who dares to question
even the simplest of ideas,”
Twombly said in the letter.
She also said Aswani has

Hatchet,
members
of the CD executive
board declined to
comment further.
Lockwood said
the incident was reported to the University Police Department, and the
crosses are now in
the
department’s
custody.
University
spokeswoman Tracy
Schario said the student responsible has
been identified by
the University and
will face disciplinary
action under the Code of Student Conduct. UPD is investigating the incident further.
University President Steven Knapp condemned the
student’s actions in a statement.
“Such actions are unacceptable and utterly incompatible with the spirit of mutual
respect that is essential to the
life of an academic communi-

ty,” he said.
CR Chairman
Brand
Kroeger
said he appreciated the College
Democrats’
response.
“The
leadership of the College
Democrats
has
been very apologetic during our
conversations and
we look forward to
resolving this situation,” he said.
Student Association President
Vishal
Aswani
said he respects the actions
taken by the CDs, CRs and
YAF to stand together during
this time.
Aswani said, “The entire
Student Association stands
together in condoning acts
such as these and we look
forward to seeing the student
who admitted to these acts go
through the university judicial
process.” 

“I saw him on Tuesday,”
Archie said. “He was just picking it with everyone as usual
and then to hear on Wednesday that he was dead.”
She added, “He didn’t seem
ill or nothing. I don’t think it
has sunk in for us yet.”
Sligh worked graveyard
hours, from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.,
but his co-workers say he
would never have traded the
shift.
“The midnight shift was
his pride and joy,” said UPD
Cpl. Keith Cassells. “He loved
it.”
Cassells, a department veteran of more than 30 years, remembers training Sligh when
the young officer first came to

the department.
“I taught him some but he
taught me a lot more,” Cassells
said. “He was always talking
and laughing from the start.”
Cassells said that once
Sligh “got into management,
he got into the joy” of working
at UPD. He added that Sligh
always had an off-the-wall
idea for the department – a
sentiment which Stafford elaborated on, saying Sligh was
“constant contributor” at staff
meetings and that she enjoyed
his suggestions, even if most of
them never came to fruition.
Stafford added, “His laughter and ability to make all of us
smile is what I will remember
most about him.” 

not achieved what he set out
to do as SA president.
“His campaign platform
has fallen by the wayside in his
pursuit for some unidentified
greater goal. He has broken
countless promises, and he has
shattered numerous friendships,” she wrote. “Despite all
this I still had hope that we
could turn things around. Once
he completely shut me out and
refused to even acknowledge
me on the street, I was left with
no choice.”

In the final words of her
letter, Twombly wished the
rest of the members of Aswani’s cabinet well in the
few months remaining of Aswani’s term, saying they have
“a tough few months ahead.”
She wrote, “I do hate having to leave behind such a
great group of vice presidents,
the Senate, and even the Office Assistants, yet I can no
longer work for someone who
respects me and the organization they lead so little.” 
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW
Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW students
and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25
words, and $.30 per word beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed online. If
you cannot access the internet, ads may
be placed via email, fax or in person at
our office. An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard,
American Express and Discover, as well
as cash and check through our office.

GWMARKETPLACE

Great Pay, Flexible Hours!
Financial Planning office near
Bethesda Metro seeks friendly,
detail-oriented student.
$13/hour (negotiable higher based
on performance)
PT or FT
Email Resume: bethesdafinancialfirm@gmail.com

Insecure about your bathing suit
figure? Join our 11 day SpringBreak
Challenge and lose 5 to 15 pounds
for less than $200.
www.fifthsetacademy.isagenix.com
nutritionalreboot@gmail.com .
2022557754

Tutoring Statistics and
Economics. 301-356-4107.
Proba Stat.

gmail.com

Leading Progressive National
Newspaper is currently selecting
Reporter Interns.

The GW Hatchet is seeking a circulation assistant to join our street
team. Responsibilities include
delivery of the paper Monday
and Thursday morning as well as
administrative work in our office.
Conveniently located on campus,
The GW Hatchet is the 104-year-old
independent newspaper of GW. This
position in the best way to advance
within the office quickly, especially
for students interested in sales, marketing and design; Must be available
for at least 2 hours before noon on
Monday & Thursday. Work-study
is required. To apply, email Arron
Elkins, advertising manager, at ael-

The newspaper is dedicated to
daily coverage of the Obama
Administration
You will have the full abilities and
responsibility of reporters--including
contacting Administration offices for
original reporting.

-Excellent verbal skills
-Enthusiasm, dedication and
dependability--this is a daily effort,
so you must be reliable.
-The ability to communicate well
with others, and to be easy to work
with.

GW Students and Faculty place your ads
online at
WWW.GWMARKETPLACE.COM
FOR FREE!!!
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Medical Receptionist

Excellent opportunity to gain experience, national visibility and clips,
and to be a part of this extraordinary
time--if you meet the above. The
work will require 5-8 hours.

now live by text.

A busy ofc downtown is currently
seeking a PT medical receptionist
from 7:30am-2:30pm, MWF. Must be
respectful, lively, courteous, friendly
and smart. Fax resume at 202-2960214

Send experience/resume to:
nationalprogressivenewspaper@

JOBS

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

SERVICES

EXCELLENT PAY & FLEXIBLE
HOURS
FOR COMPUTER SPECIALIST
Requires exceptional web development, programming, networking, and trouble-shooting ability.
Office near Bethesda Metro. Email
Resume: bethesdafinancialfirm@

Requirements:

CAMPUS LIFE

B5

sign up at
gwbasketball.com

gmail.com

!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
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Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Make believe
6 Barton who
founded the
American Red
Cross
11 School grp.
14 Yo-Yo Ma’s
instrument
15 Alphabetically
first name in the
Bible
16 Harry Potter’s
best friend
17 Rain source
18 It might consist
of 9♠ 9♦ 9♣ and
10♥ J♥ Q♥ K♥
20 Speedy twowheelers
22 ___-frutti
23 “Pulp Fiction” costar ___ L.
Jackson
25 Something often
stubbed
26 Yankees/Red
Sox matchup,
e.g.

29 Has being
30 Primo
31 Sn, chemically
speaking
34 On the nose
35 Series of scenes
36 Make over
37 Massachusetts’
Cape ___
38 Want badly, with
“for”
40 95 things posted
by Martin Luther
42 Candidate for a
Tony
44 Andy Warhol
genre
47 Dominant dogs
48 “Star Trek”
lieutenant
49 Who often “did
it” in a whodunit
51 L’eggs product
53 Game with a
bull’s-eye
57 Annoy
58 Duck that’ll get
you down?

59 “I’ll have the
___”
60 ___ États-Unis
61 Monopoly cards
62 1¢

Down
1 Radio monitoring
org.
2 Snakelike fish
3 U.N. agcy.
awarded the
1969 Nobel
Peace Prize
4 Most morose
5 “Absolutely”
6 Steve of “The
Office”
7 Extol
8 An octopus has
eight
9 CD-___
10 “Whenever”
11 Military aircraft
engine maker
___ & Whitney
12 Kemo Sabe’s
companion
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
13 Actress
MacDowell
CP L A AN S D P A S J K AA B SM A TD BA AM R
RA I L FO L E E S A A I NL O NA L I E OR NO E 19 Enormous
A I AS RU OS N P E C C L T A SS OS I MC TA GL E 21 Pod contents
BD RO ONWK N E B Y R KO ON NC GO C EO TL ET S 23 Anglo-___
P E N R E U H I A R N AE F O R E
24 Like half of
LWOH C I O P A SMOP NL OE G RS AC MA M
Istanbul
O I SO AN K A A T R I ED BE LA E CA LG EE F
CS HA I H E A F R T AE NX A SN I S SA T I I N NT E 25 Prohibition
HP ER R I V L I U L C E E G E SP U OR NE ZE E 26 Commercial
prefix with -max
S A NB KO ON KO R L EA SN T T RO EW OS S 2
or -cam
T A I AN S T I T NL SE EG CO
2
GE I T A T NU T C L O AW TB I O NY LB O I VL EL R 2 27 Tied up, as
NN OA T I S R O S AU DR I E O SR AA MD I I GO O
skates
UP NR MO AMN DR E E AD N O PH OA BR OA X 2 28 Understood
SM A I SN S I Y Y S EN NO S S PN OE EA SD Y 31 Inventor Nikola

1

2

3

4

5

6

14

15
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20
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7
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19

21

22
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28
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35
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38
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32

33

40

46

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?

47
49

51

50

52

53

57

58

59

60

61

62

54

55

56

Puzzle by Kevin Donovan

32 Inventors have
them
33 Snoopy
35 “Now I
understand!”
36 Say another way
38 In formation
39 Barracks bed
40 Like an N.B.A.
center

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

41

43

48

Free Classifieds!

36

42
45

11
16

26

44

8

No. 1229

41 Much ballyhooed 50 Played for a sap
42 TV character
52 Hightail it, oldwho says “Don’t
style
have a cow,
man!”
54 Something 18-,
26-, 42- or 5143 Tends, as plants
Across might
44 Tutee
have
45 Chicago air hub
46 Petty gangsters 55 Sunbathe
49 Portend

56 Wily

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Advertise
Right Here!
Ads start at
just $75
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