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Univ. ramps
up support
for veterans
on campus

Lifton wins
EVP race
Boyer and Bindelglass
advance to runoff
by Alli Hoff
Hatchet Staff Writer

by Madeleine O’Connor
Hatchet Reporter
The University announced last
week that it has enrolled in the government-sponsored Yellow Ribbon
Program as part of a greater effort
to provide assistance to veterans on
campus.
A product of the new GI Bill passed
last year, the Yellow Ribbon Program
is a voluntary agreement in which
the U.S. Veterans Administration will
match any financial aid that colleges
provide to veterans.
The University has also hired a
full-time staffer to oversee veteran’s
affairs, a move that is expected to help
a growing number of enrolled veterans voice their concerns and interact
with the GW administration. Graduate student Megan Keller is GW’s first
veteran services coordinator, charged
with keeping University administrators informed of student veteran issues.
GW estimates that 300 veterans are
currently enrolled, but with increased
aid from the new GI Bill to take effect
this August combined with the Yellow
Ribbon Program, the University may
draw increased numbers.
“I am learning about veteran services, certification, benefit policies,
and all of this is very exciting to me,”
Keller wrote in an e-mail. “The veterans with whom I’ve worked have
been exceptional in providing great
feedback that will help us to continue
to enhance services in the short and
long terms.”
GW veterans said they are pleased
that GW chose to participate in the
Yellow Ribbon Program.
“The organization as a whole is really excited about [the Yellow Ribbon
Program],” said senior Wade Spann ,
co-founder of the GW Veterans student organization. “A lot of these guys
are dependent on that extra boost in
money they’ll be getting every month
and I think that coming in August
when that new bill is in effect, you’re
See VETERANS, p. B4

Two votes.
That was all that kept Student Association
presidential candidate Kyle Boyer from securing the SA’s top position Thursday night. But
instead of claiming victory, Boyer will now face
runner-up Julie Bindelglass in a runoff election
in two weeks.
For a presidential candidate to win the SA
election, they must garner more than 40 percent
of all votes cast. Boyer received 39.97 percent of
the 4,080 votes cast, missing the mark by one of
the smallest margins in SA history.
Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

Sophomore Michael Komo leads a group of GW students, including many from Allied in Pride, in protest against the military "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy Saturday afternoon in front of the White House.

Students protest 'Don't Ask' policy
Activists head to White
House in response to
NROTC dismissal
by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
Shouts of “Stop the hate!” could be heard
blocks away as nearly 60 students made their way
from Kogan Plaza to the White House to protest
the military’s ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ policy on Saturday.
Allied in Pride organized the protest after
freshman Todd Belok was dismissed from GW’s
NROTC last semester for kissing another male in
front of two other NROTC members, said Allied in
Pride President Michael Komo.
Students brandished signs that read “Repeal
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ ” “I might be straight but
I’m not narrow-minded” and “Equality Now”
while chanting for equal rights for the 12,500 service members who have been dismissed from the
military based on sexual orientation.
“It is pretty motivating to have so many people show up,” Belok said. “I think as long as we
continue the momentum until March 13 [a major
national rally on the issue] … then we can really
change something.”
Komo said that Belok’s story, which has been
featured on local news stations and in newspapers

including The Washington Post, has helped raise
awareness.
“We got the attention of GW, Georgetown,
American and the greater D.C. area,” Komo said.
“It went over very smoothly. I’m very pleased.”
One of the speakers, David Hall from the Service Members’ Legal Defense Network, shared a
personal story of discrimination.
Hall served in the Air Force before attending
college and joined ROTC in Alaska after his tour in
hopes of becoming an officer, he told the crowd.
“I was ranked No. 1 in my class until another
female cadet told our officers that I was gay,” Hall
said. “So now, instead of flying planes, I’m flying
a desk at SLDN, trying to repeal ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell.’ ”
Student Association Executive Vice President
Kyle Boyer, a candidate for SA president, came to
support the student organization.
“I came out to support some of my friends and
to support the community that has and is currently supporting me,” said Boyer, who received the
Allied in Pride endorsement earlier this semester.
“They are out here to make a bigger statement
about the ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ and I’m here to
stand with them.”
The crowd was not exclusively GW students.
After reaching out to local universities, Komo said
many expressed interest in participating in the
protest, including a GUPride, a gay rights group
from Georgetown.
“GUPride heard about the protest through

Bindelglass garnered 23 percent of the vote.
“This is a big statement in a seven-person
race,” said Boyer, a junior. “I think it’s a very
clear statement about what our students want
this year.”
Of the seven presidential candidates, sophomore Nick Polk took third place with about 17
percent of the vote. The other four candidates
all received less than 5 percent.
Bindelglass, a sophomore, said she is excited

See NROTC, p. B4

See ELECTION, p. B4
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Newly elected SA executive vice president
Jason Lifton is hoisted up by supporters
Thursday night after his victory is announced.

Men win in Richmond Univ. reduces lobbying spending
NEWS ANALYSIS

Team earns first
back-to-back wins
since December

Year: 2002
$627,700

Year: 2003
$629,400

Figures taken from tax forms, except for 2007 and
2008, which were taken from lobbying reports
Year: 2004
$451,900

by Dan Greene
Assistant Sports Editor
RICHMOND, Va. – After an extended midseason stretch of turmoil, the GW
men’s basketball team’s season appears
to be on the rebound – and junior Damian Hollis is leading the way.
The 6-foot-8 forward collected a career-high 16 boards and scored a teamleading 15 points to fuel a 66-57 win
over Richmond Saturday night, giving
the Colonials (10-16, 4-10 Atlantic 10)
their first back-to-back wins since December.
Hollis was given ample opportunities for rebounds on the defensive end,
where he collected 14 of his 16 via Richmond’s uncharacteristically poor shooting throughout the game. GW head coach
Karl Hobbs praised Richmond last week
as having one of the A-10’s best offenses,
but it was rendered inept Saturday by
what both sides suggested may have
been a combination of strong Colonials
defense and shoddy Spiders shooting.
Richmond shot a shade under 27 percent on the night, being blocked seven
times by four Colonials but also missing
several uncontested jump shots and at
one point missing the mark on four consecutive foul shots.
“We did some different things to
them tonight that kind of kept them off
balance,” Hobbs said after the game.
Whatever those different things
were, they seemed to work. Richmond
guards Kevin Anderson and David Gonzalvez combined to make just eight of 34
field goals, nearly mirroring their team’s

GW lobbying spending, '98-'08

Year: 1998
$270, 250

Year: 2005
$317,550

Year: 2000
$267,700
Year: 2001
$249,900
Year: 1999
$155,500

Year: 2006
$156,350
Year: 2007
$50,000

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Senior Rob Diggs dunks during Saturday's 66-57 win. Diggs had 13 points,
nine rebounds and three blocks.
meager percentage. Though trips to the
free-throw line enabled the pair to total a
quiet 29 points, neither of them were able
to provide any extended spark against a
defense that Hobbs said spent extended
time preparing to counter each of their
strengths.
Though GW’s own offensive output was did not appear particularly
flashy or overwhelming, it was effective. Senior Rob Diggs – who finished with 13 points, nine rebounds
and three blocked shots – was one of
See BBALL, p. B6

Year: 2008
$15,000

– Alexander Abnos
by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer
The University has spent more than $3 million lobbying
the United States government over the past 10 years, but has
recently minimized formal lobbying in favor of a more relationship-based approach, according to a Hatchet analysis of
disclosure forms and interviews with administrators.
Lobbying expenses peaked in 2003 when GW spent
$629,000, documents show, with most of the focus going to
appropriations bills. Increases in lobbying like that usually coincide with a major opportunities in the federal government,
said Michael Akin, GW’s executive director of Government,
International and Community Relations.
“There are times in the University’s history where we’ve
decided there were things we wanted to go after – whether
that be transportation money or a cancer center or various
things like that – we would either directly lobby or bring in

lobbyists and the University would pay them to do this,”
Akin said.
But in the first two years of University President Steven
Knapp’s administration, GW has spent less than $65,000 lobbying Congress, according to lobbying reports filed with the
Senate and House of Representatives naming the University
as a client.
This change can be attributed to a lack of bills that have required lobbying, Akin said. But the University has also had a
larger focus on government relations rather than direct lobbying, said Kent Springfield, GW’s assistant director for Federal
Government Relations.
“We spend an awful lot of time sort of managing relationships with alumni members, staff, things like that,” he said.
“There are a lot of activities that fall into that area that are just
about building relationships.”
Along with this approach, the University has also focused
See LOBBYING, p. B4
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Monday
HIGH 28 | LOW 13
STUDENT ASSOCIATION TOWN HALL
MEETING
Voice your concerns about GW to
top administrators, including University President Steven Knapp, at
a town hall meeting sponsored by
the Student Association.
5:30 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium

Tuesday
HIGH 31 | LOW 16
AMBASSADORS FORUM: A DISCUSSION WITH THE MEXICAN AMBASSADOR
Arturo Sarukhan will engage in
a discussion with students and
staff, sponsored by the Latin
American and Hemispheric Studies Program.
12 p.m.
Lindner Family Commons, 1957
E Street
GW-TV HOW TO EDIT VIDEO
Learn editing techniques to help
tell stories through the use of
video.
8 p.m.
SMPA Building, Room 525

Wednesday
HIGH 37 | LOW 27
TACKLING THE STUDENT DEBT
CRISIS
Learn how to afford graduate
school in today’s economy.
12 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium
AMBASSADORS FORUM: NEW ACTORS IN DHAKA AND WASHINGTON:
PROSPECTS FOR U.S.-BANGLADESHI
RELATIONS
Join a discussion with His Excellency M. Humayun Kabir, ambassador of Bangladesh, as part of
the Sigur Center’s Lecture Series
on Transnational Asia and Ambassadors Forum.
12:30 p.m.
Lindner Family Commons, 1957
E Street

Residence Hall
Association offers
wake-up call service
Alarm clocks may become
a thing of the past if GW’s Residence Hall Association permanently introduces Snoozester, a
free service that sends wake-up
calls to students’ cell phones.
RHA is currently receiving
the service as a free trial. Once
the free trial period ends, RHA
will decide whether or not to
continue the program, said Scott
Crawford, president of RHA.
“Snoozester approached the
Residence Hall Association to
reach out to students and to promote their product,” said Crawford, a senior.
Crawford said that the Snoozester service, unlike an alarm clock,
allows students to schedule “repeat calls” in line with a students’
personal schedule – all for free.
If every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday a student has an 8
a.m. class, Snoozester can be set
up to send wake-up calls only on
those days.
Crawford added, “[Snoozester] has a mode called secure
awake, which requires you to
answer your phone and interact
with it, which is personally more
effective in getting me out of bed
than an alarm clock.”
In the first week that Snoozester was offered at GW, more
than 100 students signed up, said
Jared Belson, a representative
from Snoozester.
“Right now there are a handful of universities using the service, but publicly George Washington will be a pioneer for the
large universities,” Belson said.
In addition to sending wakeup calls, Snoozester can also send
“reminder” phone calls. The Web
site prompts users to enter the
time and details of an event or
assignment that is due, and will
send the user a phone call repeating the information.
The program’s trial period
will run out at the end of the of
this semester, and the University
will decide whether to pay for
the service for students, Crawford said.
–Emily Cahn

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Memorial service
held for GW alum
killed in Ethiopia

Green Roots

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

The Roots performed Saturday night at the second day of Power Shift '09, an environmental awareness summit. The concert took place at the Washington Convention Center.

Legislation may allow gun stores to open near campus
New legislation is paving
the way for gun retailers to
open up throughout the city
after the District’s gun ban was
overturned last summer.
Temporary laws allowing handguns sales in each of
the District’s four quadrants
are close to being made permanent, after the D.C. Zoning
Commission reapproved them
Thursday night. The laws allow gun sales in commercial
and industrial zones in the
District, but prohibit the sale
of guns in homes. They also
outlaw gun stores within 300
feet of any residence, church,
school or playground.
The existing temporary
legislation, which was quickly enacted after the Supreme
Court overturned the gun ban
in June, required a 600-foot

space between stores and residences. The current draft of
the laws reduces that distance
by 300 feet.
Lt. Jon Shelton, manager
of the firearms registration
section of the Metropolitan
Police Department, told Zoning Commission members at
Thursday’s public hearing that
D.C. has a policy that prohibits
storefront operations selling
guns.
“Gun shops in the District
are unique from elsewhere
in the country,” Shelton said.
“What we have here is a nostorefront operation. You can’t
even have a sign saying you’re
selling guns. You’ll have an
incognito office within an office.”
He also said that while
there has been a significant in-

crease in the number of applications submitted to his office
for handgun licenses since the
Supreme Court decision, he has
seen virtually no requests from
people seeking to set up retail
shops for guns. For that reason, D.C. residents who want
to purchase a handgun must
still go to Maryland or Virginia
and then have it shipped to
a District dealer, since a gun
must be purchased from one’s
home jurisdiction.
“There have been a couple
federal applicants but nothing
has come to fruition,” Shelton
said of the relatively low interest he has received in opening
gun shops in the District.
The commission will revisit the amendments for a final
vote later this month.
–Hadley Malcolm
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A memorial mass for local
friends and family to honor the
life of alumnus Brian Adkins –
a Foreign Service officer whose
death last month in Ethiopia is
being investigated as a homicide
– was held on Saturday at St. Stephen Martyr Church on Pennsylvania Avenue.
Adkins was found dead in
his home in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital city, almost a month
ago, just two days shy of his 26th
birthday.
The State Department has
not released any information
concerning Adkins’ death since
confirming two weeks ago that
Ethiopian authorities had arrested a suspect.
Adkins’ family and friends,
including current GW students,
were joined by representatives
from GW, the State Department
and Washington Diplomatic
Corps.
Adkins, who held undergraduate and graduate degrees
from the Elliott School of International Affairs, was in Ethiopia
as part of a two-year tour doing
consular work for the State Department.
Senior Michael Geremia delivered the eulogy during the
mass.
“Brian died while living his
dream,” Geremia said. “His values are the values that I will raise
my children to one day emulate.”
The mass was presided over
by Cardinal Theodore McCarrick,
the archbishop of Washington,
D.C., and attended by members
of the local Knights of Columbus,
a group Adkins was active in.
The Funeral Mass and Rite of
Christian Burial in Adkins’ honor
were held on Saturday, Feb. 14,
in his hometown of Columbus,
Ohio.
–Carly Lagrotteria
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Local eateries report GWorld glitches Robberies spike
Several area
near campus
card readers
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer

malfunctioning
by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
A significant number of broken GWorld card readers have
recently impeded students from
spending their Colonial Cash on
and off campus.
There are currently broken or
disabled GWorld card readers at
popular locations like Potbelly’s
Sandwich Works, Georgetown’s
Chipotle, Cosi at 19th and M
streets, Tonic, Charlie Chiang’s
and two CVS locations.
BbOne, the provider for the
GWorld service, replaced 18 card
readers in 2008 because of malfunctions, said Matt Maurer, BbOne director of public relations.
Stephanie Mogil, a freshman,
said she was frustrated with the
number of broken GWorld readers.
“It is hard enough to eat
around here with the GWorlds
working because we have such
limited options, but when the machines are broken – well, then we
have to eat" at J Street, Mogil said.
Students frequenting the CVS
on 20th and L streets found they
could not pay with their GWorld
for weeks because of a failed connection with all of the store’s machines.
“It was out for maybe two or
three weeks because of the telephone line,” said Demetrius, a
manager at CVS, who declined
to give his last name. “We could
not accept GWorld for that entire
time.”
The Chipotle in Georgetown
was unable to accept GWorld because its machine was not dialing
out.
“Sometimes what it does is it
takes a long time to connect. I do
not know what is going on with
that machine,” manager Omar
Bravo said. “It has been going on
for about a month.”
That time frame is unusual,
Maurer said.
“The BbOne program, called
GWorld on [GW’s] campus, offers
next-day replacement,” Maurer
said. “It depends on the time of
day you call, but we will usually
send out a machine that day or the
next day.”
Another reason students
might find restaurants not accepting GWorld is because employees may have been inadequately
trained how to use the reader.
Ken Pimentel, managing director of GWorld Card Program,
said that he has been to local res-

Ashley Bonanno was just a
few blocks from her Thurston Hall
room when she heard someone
running up behind her.
Walking home alone from
work, the freshman quickly realized a man was approaching her,
and he wanted her purse. When
she struggled for it, he raised his fist
and told her to let go. He grabbed
the bag and took off running.
Though the man was apprehended by a witness and taken into
custody by the Metropolitan Police
Department, Bonanno was shaken
up.
“Right after that happened I
started freaking out and crying
because it was so overwhelming,”
Bonanno said.
And she is likely not the only
member of the GW community to
have that experience in the past
few weeks. Bonanno was unhurt
and recovered her purse, but there
have been several “snatch” robberies on or near campus that put residents in similar situations.
On Feb. 19, a male snatched a
professor’s laptop from the table
in front of him in the Starbucks in
Gelman Library, according to an
MPD report. Just five days later, a
student walking near the 1957 E
Street academic building put her
bag down to adjust her scarf, when
a man grabbed it and ran, police
reports state.
A week earlier, a student walking while listening to an iPod near
the intersection of 24th Street and
New Hampshire Avenue was
pushed to the ground and robbed.
At least two robberies have occurred at the GW Hospital and
a woman’s bag was stolen from
the back of her chair at a Subway
only a few blocks from campus. All
of these crimes have all occurred
within the last month.
MPD 2nd District Commander
Matthew Klein said this type of
crime is not out of the ordinary.
MPD data shows a small increase

by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer
A key vote in the U.S. Senate last Thursday challenged
the District’s unofficial motto,
“Taxation Without Representation,” and inched the city closer
to having a voting representative
in Congress.
The bill, which was co-sponsored by Sens. Joseph Lieberman,
I-Conn., and Orrin Hatch, RUtah, passed by a 61-37 margin.
The same bill was introduced
into the House of Representatives by Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton, D-D.C. – the District’s
nonvoting representative – and
a House vote on the legislation
is expected next week.
“Today is only the first day

Go online for an interactive map of recent robberies near
the Foggy Bottom campus

in snatch-type robberies in the
area – from two in January to six in
February – but the recent incidents
have prompted GW safety officials to send out three crime alerts
warning that “robberies and thefts,
including pick-pocket and pursesnatch incidents, typically increase
with warmer weather.”
Klein said there are several precautions students can take.
“Walk in larger groups because
purse snatchers will typically target lone females,” Klein said. “And
if you are approached by someone
who is trying to take your purse or
any other property, just give it to
them and immediately call the police with the best description you
can possibly give.”
But traveling in groups and
finding transportation is not always
feasible. To stay safe, even when
alone, University Police Chief Dolores Stafford said the most important thing a student can do is to be
aware of his or her surroundings.
“You need to pay attention to
who and what is around you – in
front of you, beside you and behind
you. If someone is encroaching
upon your personal space when
walking behind you, stop and let
them pass you if they are making
you feel uncomfortable,” Stafford
wrote in an e-mail. “Always look
them in the eye, which is a sign that
you are aware of their presence.”
And though it might not be first
preference for students walking the
streets, Stafford also recommends
putting away distracting devices
– like iPods and cell phones – that
may draw unwanted attention.
“Wearing an iPod after hours
is a sign that you are not paying
attention,” Stafford said. “During
the day the best option is to put an
earphone in one ear.” 

PB combines Spring Fling, Fountain Day
Jennifer Tchinnosian/Hatchet photographer

While more than 100 GWorld card readers are used at stores and eateries on and off campus,
about 18 have not been working in recent weeks.
taurants, attempted to pay with
“Many of these partners have within a system as large as GW’s.
GWorld and told the machine was more than one terminal,” Pimentel
The Colonial Cash option
down, when in fact the employees said. “Overall we have over 500 gives students money to spend at
just did not know how to use it. He readers out in the field. Having 18 about 115 locations throughout the
added that he has even “gone be- fail, that is about a 4 percent error city. BbOne could not confirm how
hind the counter” and shown the rate.”
many venues are currently waiting
cashier how to pay with GWorld
Maurer added that 18 failures on machines or updates. 
on occasions.
is the “usual amount accepted”

Senate passes D.C. voting bill
City one step
closer to voting
representation

H

GWHATCHET.COM

of the city’s voting rights celebration,” Norton said in a news
release after the passage. “We
celebrate this bill by making this
prediction: The bill will pass the
House as soon as next week, it
will go to conference for adjustments, and it will become law.
Let the celebration begin.”
Passing the Senate marked a
major hurdle for the bill. When
similar legislation was debated
in both houses of Congress in
2007, the bill passed the House
but died in the Senate. The success of the most recent bill has
been largely attributed to the
election of new members of Congress who are more supportive
of giving the District a vote.
Jaline Quinto, communications director for D.C. Vote – an
advocacy group dedicated to
securing voting representation
for the District – said her organization is much more confident
now than it was two years ago.
“We were very optimistic that

we would see this pass in 2009,"
Quinto said. "A number of senators who opposed the D.C. Voting Act in 2007 were unseated.”
But the bill still faces significant controversy, stemming from
questions of the constitutionality
of having a voting representative
from the District. Opponents of
the bill cite Article One, Section
Two of the Constitution which
states that the House of Representatives be chosen by “people
of the several states.” Since D.C.
is not a state, it therefore cannot have a voting representative in Congress. Should the bill
pass and be signed by President
Obama, it will almost certainly
face a legal challenge that could
reach the Supreme Court.
The controversy surrounding the bill’s passage was not
limited to constitutional discussion, however.
Republican Sen. John Ensign,
R-Nev., attached an amendment
to the bill that would undo most

of the District’s gun control laws.
D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty and
D.C. City Council chairman Vincent Gray have both come out in
opposition of the amendment –
and while the Senate’s version
of the bill has the gun regulation
changes tacked on, they could
get removed after differences
are settled between the Senate’s
measure and the bill that will
likely come out of the House.
Despite the gun amendment,
Fenty was enthusiastic following
the bill’s passage.
“Today’s Senate vote is a historic breakthrough in the District
of Columbia’s 200-year-old fight
for full voting rights,” Fenty said
in a news release on Thursday.
“Since the bill is not final, my
administration will continue to
work with both the Senate and
House leadership to ensure the
bill reflects the priorities of District residents and is passed in
final form as swiftly as humanly
possible.” 

Program Board announced
Sunday that the Spring Fling
and Fountain Day concerts
will be combined this year to
form “Fountain Fling,” an allday event on the Mount Vernon campus on April 25.
PB said the event was
moved to the Mount Vernon
campus after they learned that
the Smith Center would not
be available as a rain site for
Spring Fling due to “scheduled construction projects on
the building,” according to a
news release.
“Fountain Fling has been
in conception since the beginning of the year when we
learned that the Smith Center
would not be available,” said
Sara Miran, PB-PC liaison.
“There will be a major headliner performing at Fountain
Fling that will be released at a
later date.”
Spring Fling is usually
held in University Yard but
for the past few years has been
moved indoors to the Smith
Center due to rain.
“There is an unfortunate
tradition that has appeared
with Spring Fling in that because of the fact that it is held
in early April, it has been
rained out in past years. Fountain Day, on the other hand,
is held at the end of April
and has had better luck with
the weather,” Miran wrote in
an e-mail. “It made the most
sense to hold Fountain Fling
around the original Fountain
Day date.”

Fountain Fling will be held
on the Mount Vernon Quad
and will be split between the
parking garage, Lloyd Gym
and the Mount Vernon Pub in
the case of rain.
Miran said PB and PC are
looking into ways to improve
transportation to the Mount
Vernon campus for the event.
“PB and MVPC will do
our best to overcome any challenges we may face due to this
change and are firmly committed to ensuring all students are
aware and eager to attend the
largest event of the semester,”
Miran said.
PB said they would work
together with the Mount Vernon Programming Council to
put on the event.
“Fountain Fling is a simple
and spectacular way for both
organizations to work together
logistically, combine resources,
overcome challenges, and create a great new event for GW
students,” said PB Parties CoChair Liz Kramer in a news
release.
MVPC Coordinator Maureen Logan said she feels the
event will be better because the
two organizations are working
together to plan it.
“As students of GW, members of PB and PC are determined and resourceful. Fountain Fling will be amazing.
Period,” Logan said. “This
experience has really bonded
our two organizations together.”
–Emily Cahn

More videos online than there are Uggs on campus

Visit the Hatchet's newly redesigned
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“

Cartoon

“I’m shaking right now.”

–Sophomore Jason Lifton, after learning he had been
elected SA executive vice president on Thursday night.
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Two close to call
Colleen Psomas

The right
decision

SMHS's Skeletons
How much fuss is it possible to make over
insufficient study space?
It is logical to conclude, then, that something more serious is wrong at the School of
Medicine and Health Sciences, which has been
on academic probation with its accreditor, the
Liaison Committee on Medical Education,
since this past October. The school, which refuses to release the accreditor’s report that
landed them on probation, has said the probation was the result of problems with curriculum management, administrative processes
and inadequate study space.
Since last fall, University officials repeatedly denied requests from The Hatchet and other
local media to access the LCME report. Four
months later, after a former student alleged the
medical school violated more than 26 separate
accreditation issues in an 18-page complaint,
the most memorable of which included having to work with rotting cadaver, it is simply
no longer acceptable for SMHS to not publicly
answer these accusations by releasing the original report. Add to that a recent Washington
Post article based on a confidential document
that cites student complaints of “mistreatment
at higher-than-average rates,” and the natural
question is: What is going on behind those
closed doors?
In December, SMHS Dean James Scott was
quoted saying, “What they have pointed to are
things that have the potential to make us a better school.” Students have a right to know in
detail what these things are if that is indeed the
case, and even more so if the citations are more
serious.
Following a logical train of thought, not
releasing the report communicates one clear
message: There must be something wrong.
When a respectable institution refuses even the
smallest amount of transparency for its apparently “minor” transgressions, it is perhaps reasonable to assume the worst.
It’s not hard to understand why the school
would want to minimize the press surrounding what is likely an isolated and extreme incident – which may or may not exist, pending
disclosure of the report. Nonetheless, everyone
connected to SHMS, especially the students,
has the right to know about whatever these infamous reports hold. Committing an unthinkable amount of time, money and energy to a
medical education trumps any fear of public
backlash the school may have.
GW’s medical school is the only one currently on probation, but the few other institutions that have dealt with this in the past with
the LCME have been infinitely more open.
In 1999, The Stanford University School of
Medicine made available critical LCME reports, though the accrediting body reportedly “slammed” the school. The University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine went
into in-depth details about curriculum shortcomings in the late 1990s, without hiding the
reports. Its dean was more than open about the
probation process, even writing letters to other
deans to work out the problem.
Why is GW the exception? If the LCME report called the conditions at Stanford “deplorable” – and it was not even put on probation –
how much worse must it be in Foggy Bottom?
In a related issue, University Provost John
Williams was asked to resign from his dual role
as a member of the Board of Directors of the
corporation managing the GW Hospital due
to a possible conflict of interest. The University
still claims that there was no “actual conflict of
interest,” but this is a misnomer as there does
not have to be any wrongdoing for such a conflict to exist – just the potential. While the GW
Hospital is independent of SHMS, Williams
was responsible for overseeing the medical
school, and this event just makes the call for
transparency more immediate.
The skeletons in the medical school’s closet
may not be very gruesome at all – but if that is
the case, there is zero reason to hide the LCME
report. The GW community would take any
news of SHMS’s shortcomings better coming straight from the school rather than from
whistleblowers that may be exaggerating an
especially negative experience.

Why Todd Belok does not
belong in NROTC

Advocating Together
Kyle Boyer

C

"Two weeks
for two votes
... Really?"

A better way to spend $10 million
Pause before planning Science Center

T

“
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he Board of Trustees recently approved ministration’s current, cheerful view of
spending $10 million of the Univer- the economy turns sour. Still $10 million,
sity’s money to do preliminary plan- though a small part of the estimated cost of
ning on the Cologne Cathedral (“Cologne the monolith, is a nontrivial sum. The UniCathedral on 23rd St.?” Feb.
versity could refund $1,000
2, p. 4), otherwise known as
to each and every undergradthe Science and Engineering
DONALD O. PARSONS uate student for that amount
Complex (SEC). If nothing
– a welcome gesture in these
else, the University should
difficult times.
finally learn whether the
Under the hopeful asprice tag on the new building is $250 or $400 sumption that the $10 million has not already
million – or should that be $260 or $410 mil- been swallowed up, I would like to propose
lion?
an alternative. At the meeting, Carbonell reThe Board of Trustee’s vice chair and marked that the shell of the building – and
chair of the Board’s own SEC committee, hopefully some of the interior if gifts appear
Nelson Carbonell, made a courtesy visit to – will probably not be completed until 2014.
the Faculty Senate SEC committee the week This fact raised an obvious question, for
before the decision to alert members that he which neither Carbonell nor the members of
would shortly recommend the expenditure the Faculty Senate committee seemed to have
to the Board. Alas, the committee, or at least an answer: What are the administration’s
certain members, did not quite understand plans for improving the education of the
Carbonell’s mission, instead imagining he current generation of science and engineerwas interested in faculty input. In a style ing students, most of whom will only see the
known to decades of introductory economics building when they return as alumni?
students, professor Anthony Yezer launched
With that apparent planning vacuum in
into a spirited lecture on his concerns about mind, I would like to propose that the $10
the University’s dwindling operating mar- million currently earmarked for elaborate
gin and reserves and the risks of an increas- planning of a structure that may never be
ing debt burden.
built be used instead to renovate the worst
Perhaps energized by Yezer ’s enthusi- science and engineering laboratories. Inasm, I pointed out the glories of modern proj- vesting resources in educating the students
ect planning, glories so far unappreciated by currently paying GW’s bills would not seem
the administration – careful consideration of a fanciful investment. Like tuition cuts, it
alternatives, pricing them out, running them makes GW a “better buy.”
by perspective donors for marketability,
A little pause in the push to build the
etc. Unlike our students, who must pretend monolith would itself be valuable, at the
to agree with professorial chatter, at least very least giving the administration more
through the final exam, Carbonell quickly time to assess the depth of the current recesdispatched the wonders of project planning. sion. It might even give the administration
As he put it, ”If you consider alternative B, a chance to consider attractive alternatives
then why not C or D or E?” suggesting that more carefully.
one could spend one’s life planning if one
–The writer is a professor of economics and a
didn’t have more important things to do.
member of the Faculty Senate special committee
Carbonell did assure the committee that
on financial & operational planning for the Scithe monolith would not be built if the adence & Engineering Complex.

onservative GW students seem to have been rather
quiet about the recent dismissal of gay freshman Todd
Belok from the school’s NROTC program. I suspect
that it is because they are afraid of the accusations of bigotry
that would inevitably follow any defense of NROTC’s actions or the “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy that it
obeyed.
JOSHUA HOCK
I, however, am in a
unique position to articulate the conservative
position, since I am both a Republican and a homosexual.
I differ, though, from Todd Belok in that I am not usually in
the habit of announcing or displaying my sexual preference;
the only reason I do so today is to make it quite clear that the
views I am about to express are not some disguised expression of “homophobic ignorance.”
Todd Belok has emerged as a hero following the reports
that he was dismissed because other midshipmen witnessed
him kissing another male at a party. The Hatchet recently
said that Belok has received several supportive phone calls
and e-mails (“Ousted ROTC student praised,” Feb. 23, p. 1).
One former midshipman, who was dismissed from ROTC
for similar reasons, suggested that he considers what Belok
has done to be a demonstration of bravery. He is wrong.
What Belok has done is a demonstration of insubordination and that, I think, is something hardly compatible with
military life.
If Belok was as devoted to serving in the Navy as he
claims, he should have been a bit more prepared to conceal
the one thing about him that could have, and ultimately did,
make his dream impossible. The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
policy was his first order. Nobody asked, but he certainly
told.
I sympathize with him though. I myself have learned
how much of a nuisance homosexuality can be. At a young
age, I was forced to choose between acknowledging very real
homosexual feelings and fulfilling my aspiration to enter the
Catholic clergy. Obviously I,
like Belok, chose the former,
but I, unlike Belok, did not
expect the rules to change
If Belok was as dejust because I had.
In fact, the particular
voted to serving in the
circumstances of Belok’s dismissal are the perfect arguNavy as he claims, he
ment for keeping the rules
that ban gays from military
should have been a
service. The congressiobit more prepared to
nal findings justifying the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policonceal the one thing
cy explain that the successful
military is marked by “unit
about him that could
cohesion, that is, the bonds
of trust among individual
have, and ultimately
service members that make
did, make his dream
the combat effectiveness of
a military unit greater than
impossible. The
the sum of the combat effectiveness of the individual
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
unit members” (10 U.S.C. §
654(a)).
policy was his first
Congress
supposed
that homosexuality would
order. Nobody asked,
prevent that cohesion, that
but he certainly told.
“bond of brotherhood” from
effectively developing and,
because it was Belok’s fellow
midshipmen that reported
his actions, I believe they were correct.
One of the students who reported Belok explained his
actions, saying “it was just an uncomfortable situation” for
the other members of the NROTC (“'Don’t Ask' hits home for
NROTC,” Feb 12, p. 1). While that same student later said he
regretted reporting Belok, as long as that discomfort continued, GW’s midshipmen could not bond with Belok and thus
could not have become the most effective unit possible.
This does not suggest that those midshipmen are hateful, but rather that they, along with what is probably a very
large majority of people, are a little perturbed when they
witness homosexual acts – even I am still shocked when I
see two men kiss publicly.
Perhaps then there may be room for homosexuals in the
military. It is the people parading their sexual orientation
across the room that are and should be banned. Indeed, I
doubt that there is much room for those people anywhere,
homosexual or straight.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in economics and history.

Letters to the editor
“Generation Biased”
Andrew Clark’s recent article,
“Generation Bailout” (Feb 26, p. 5),
was as tone deaf as the Bobby Jindal
response from last Tuesday and the
CPAC event “Bailing Out Big Business: Are We All Socialists Now?”
Clark’s opposition to the bailouts does not acknowledge, much
less offer solutions to, the collapse of
the largest companies and banks in
the country. Instead, it rails against
spending in general, without weighing positives, negatives or alternative
scenarios. Nobody wants to spend
money on bailouts, but President
Obama, like former president Bush
and Hank Paulson, is not ignorant
to the circumstances. Clark’s column
argues that we ought to be worried

about our economic future under a
crushing deficit. I don’t know anyone
who wants to see a growing deficit;
the question is where does it fall on a
list of priorities. Is it more important
than staving off deflation, avoiding
massive unemployment, preventing
a complete shutdown of credit, etc.?
The only evidence Clark provides
that these bailouts are unwarranted
is a quote from Henry Morgenthau,
FDR’s treasury secretary who in 1939
stated that “We have tried spending
money ... and it does not work.” He
fails to mention that economic hardships in 1939 were caused by attempts
to balance the budget a couple of
years earlier. Massive war spending
ended a balanced budget and eventually the Depression. I am less worried about paying off our future debt
and more worried about the future of

our politics. Like Jindal and CPAC,
Clark’s article is partisan, offers no
new ideas and makes a point that
everybody already knows – growing
the deficit is bad.
Michael Massiwer
Senior

Apathy is easy
In response to a recent letter to the
editor titled “SA a waste of time” (Feb.
26, p. 4), I would like to suggest to the
gentleman who proposed the abolishment of the Student Association to
begin his signature petition immediately. I would be very surprised if he
received close to enough signatures to
warrant further effort.
The writer purports that the SA is
“unnecessary” and that The Hatchet
is “misguided” in its attempt to cover

the meaningless SA elections. I cannot
begin to understand why anyone, especially a student, would recommend
the abolishment an organization
whose very existence is dedicated to
providing a voice for and addressing
the needs of students on this campus.
Instead of abolishing the voice of
the student body or writing it off as irrelevant, why not seek to amplify your
own voice? Why not try to reform the
SA to your liking? Because it’s pointless? Or because it’s too hard?
It’s time GW students stop their
incessant complaining about the problems we face, both real and imagined, and actually take ownership of
our community. Pay attention to the
SA elections. Vote for the candidates
who will be your greatest advocates.
If none of them will, run for elected
office yourself or encourage capable

friends to do the same. Impress upon
them the importance of their job as
representatives of the student population. Constantly remind them of what
needs fixing and what doesn’t. When
they succeed, reward them; when they
fail, remove them.
This is the way our country works,
but not just at the highest levels of
representation. The foundations of
representative government are in local entities such as school boards,
PTAs, city councils and, yes, student
associations, where decisions of local
leaders have immediate effects on our
communities. These institutions are
the roots of our democracy, and we
should bend them to our will, not ignore or abolish them out of our own
petty and lazy frustration.
Eshawn Rawlley
Junior
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Conservatives strategize at CPAC
Students attend
conference at
Omni-Shorham
by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Staff Writer

media credit
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cut

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

Frank Sesno, a GW professor and CNN special correspondent, is
the host of the new primetime PBS show "Planet Forward," which
covers environmental topics and features student submissions.

Sesno launches
activism contest
by Jenny Avallon
Hatchet Reporter
GW professor and CNN
special correspondent Frank
Sesno has launched a campaign to build the debate on
energy, climate and sustainability through a new televisionInternet hybrid expected to air
nationally this spring.
Planet Forward, which began its partnership with GW’s
School of Media and Public Affairs in the fall, will combine
television and the Internet to
link audiences from across the
globe to discuss environmental
issues with some of Washington’s leading officials, Sesno
said.
Submissions can take any
form – from video to poetry to
animation – and creativity is
encouraged. On March 30, the
winning submissions will be
shown to a panel of experts in
the field to create the television
program that PBS will air.
“So often you have a television show with a Web site,
but [Planet Forward] would
be a Web site with a television
show,” Sesno said.
By creating a bridge between the student submissions
and expert opinions, the Planet
Forward team hopes to promote innovative ideas and create new ways to discuss a range
of environmental issues.
“The whole idea of Planet
Forward is not to put forth
our solution,” said senior Joe
Laliberte, lead student coordinator for Planet Forward and
a Hatchet columnist. “We’re
really just trying to drive the
discussion towards finding a
solution.”
Laliberte added, “It is al-

most impossible to explain this
project in two to three sentences. But that’s what is so great
about it: No one’s done it before.”
Sesno said he believes the
environment deserves serious
attention and creating solutions
now is critical for the future. He
said he hopes Planet Forward
will help create progress toward
finding a viable resolution.
“If we don’t get it right now,
when these students come back
for their 25th reunion, they
might be underwater," Sesno
explained.
Though the Web site will
not launch until March 6, submissions have already been
pouring in from across the
globe, ranging from a South
Park-esque animation to a
documentary on transporting
oil to the Gaza strip. Sesno said
he has been impressed with the
project’s submissions so far.
“If your submission is one
of the ‘winning pieces’ selected
to be aired, you’ve now taken
your piece from somewhere in
Nebraska to the White House,”
Sesno said.
Sesno encouraged GW to
team up with Roger Williams
University, Middlebury College
and the University of Nebraska
at Lincoln in hopes of varying
submissions and encouraging
creativity.
“Too much of this conversation in this country is inside the
beltway or East Coast,” Sesno
said. “So there’s a real benefit
to having a heartland partner
such as the University of Nebraska.”
The PBS program will tape
on March 30 in SMPA’s Jack
Morton Auditorium and will be
aired nationally on April 15. 

You don't get Hatchet
breaking news e-mails?
How Sad.
Sign up online at
www.gwhatchet.com

Students from conservative organizations on campus
joined nearly 9,000 fellow conservatives and Republicans –
who showed fresh energy after last year ’s electoral defeats
– in D.C. over the weekend for
CPAC, the annual Conservative Political Action Conference.
The four-day long event,
which featured some of the
biggest names in conservative
politics and punditry, drew
participants from across the
country – including students
eager to mingle with top Republicans and party faithfuls.

In the wake of recent Republican election losses, conservatives banded together
to hone their message for the
next election cycle.
“We had our asses kicked
in 2006 and 2008,” said junior
Rob Lockwood, president of
the GW chapter of the Young
America’s Foundation. “What
we were doing wasn’t working. It’s time to update. We’re
not changing the message;
we’re changing how we convey it.”
Lockwood spoke Thursday
on a panel about new media.
On Friday alone about 35 GW
College Republicans were in
attendance at the Omni-Shoreham Hotel, where most of the
events took place.
Over four days, participants heard speeches from
leading conservatives including former Arkansas governor
and 2008 presidential candidate Mike Huckabee, Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McCo-

nnell, R-Ky., and pundits Rush
Limbaugh and Ann Coulter.
Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C.,
took the stage Friday at the
kick-off event for YCC, the
Young Conservative Coalition.
When he said sarcastically he
thought all young people voted for Barack Obama, he was
met with raucous boos.
“Democrats think you’re
stupid, that America’s stupid,”
DeMint said in reference to the
passage of the recent stimulus
bill.
The construction of YCC
began in December, and the
weekend's events marked
their debut. The group hopes
to lead the next generation of
conservatives and rebuild the
movement, starting with a video-marketing campaign. GW
College Republicans Chairman Brand Kroeger is one of
the founding members.
Newly elected RNC Chairman Michael Steele called on
young conservatives Thursday

to stand up. At the YCC event,
audience members chanted,
“It’s our time,” a message they
carried throughout the weekend.
Roger Masi graduated
from Rutgers University last
year and attended the conference with a friend to promote
his anti-stimulus, anti-bailout
ideas.
“I came to see the spectrum of conservatives across
the United States – and Ann
Coulter,” Masi said.
Brendan Boyle, a junior
from Roger Williams University in Rhode Island attended
the conference along with 22
other members of their College Republicans chapter. He
views it as a great opportunity
to network with other young
Republicans.
“CPAC is what makes a
conservative a conservative,”
Boyle said. “Being reminded
of our values is very gratifying
and reinforcing.” 
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THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

Mar. 4, 1991:

March 8, 1973:

March 4, 1993:

The number of students
who voted in SA elections
increased by about 9 percent
to 2,495. This year 4,080
students voted.

Mitchell Hall became the
first residence hall to have a
special-interest floor. It was
called the American Political
Environment and Washington, D.C. area floor.

The Student Association voted to support establishing a
women’s studies major.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com)

( )to Mainstream
Student trades rocker lifestyle for GW education
by Colleen Shalby
Hatchet Reporter

Jose Ginarte/Hatchet photographer

Jason Mojica, once the frontman of a punk bad, is now a 34-year-old student returning to a life of textbooks, classrooms and exams.

The average GW senior has never been referred to as
the “Liza Minnelli of punk rock,” nor have they owned a
punk rock café or run an independent movie store.
But Jason Mojica is not your average senior.
In 1982, before most undergraduates were born, Mojica
was seven years old and buying his first album – Michael
Jackson’s “Thriller” on vinyl. About a decade later, when
most current college students were just learning to read,
Mojica dropped out of Southern Illinois University after a
year and joined a band born from the prominent Chicago
punk scene.
Upon first glance, Mojica, a 34-year-old political communication major, appears to be a typical student dressed
in business clothes for his internship at CBS. But the pink
socks peeking above his loafers and his side-swept haircut
are small glimpses into his atypical life.
“I was surprised to find college as having all the things
I hated in high school,” Mojica said of his decision to withdraw from school years ago.
He credits his interest in the punk rock scene to the
Catholic all-boys high school he attended.
“Nothing makes you question authority more than being within those confines,” Mojica said
As part of the “nerd without the super intelligence of
nerd group” in high school, Mojica and his friends searched
for a world removed from the jocks and mainstream popularity. Instead they entered a world of art, comics and leather jackets, where punk rock pioneers like The Misfits and
Sex Pistols narrated the soundtrack of daily life.
Mojica remembers analyzing the Dead Kennedys’ cover of The Clash’s “I Fought the Law” during a family dinner
conversation. He recalls discussing the lyrics “I fought the
law and I won/You can get away with murder if you got a
badge” with his parents. He was surprised to find out that
they agreed with his favorite rockers’ ideas.
Mojica’s father was in a rock band in the 1960s. Mojica
smiles when recalling the role reversal: His dad would frequently bang on the drums in the garage and Mojica would
ask him to quiet down.
When he dropped out of college, Mojica became the
front man of The Fighters, a punk band he started with
high school friends. They made a record after only a month
of recording in 1993, pulling inspiration from such bands
as Jawbreaker, Fugazi and Naked Ray Gun. That July they

A haven for non-believers
Atheist student group focuses on
scientific inquiry, discussion
by Miranda Green
Hatchet Reporter
Unlike most religious student organizations, one budding group called Skeptics is
steadfast in its belief in non-believing.
The two-year-old organization provides a
venue for atheist and agnostic GW students
to connect with one another on campus.
For non-believers, the student organization is what church is for Christians: an avenue for like-minded people to discuss their
views and find closure among understanding
peers.
But Skeptics is not solely a discussion
group. Organized and founded by senior
John Beers last semester, Skeptics’ second
official purpose is to “challenge believers in
gods, psychics and all other supernatural occurrences, with arguments based on scientific
evidence, logic and reason,” he said.

Though this aim sounds like it might provoke the wrath of many religious organizations, Beers said the main goal of his organization is to open up awareness of free thought
and inspire discussions between religions.
“It is not about proving people wrong,”
he said. “It’s just about talking about beliefs
and challenging others for why they believe
what they do.”
Atheists are often misunderstood and the
group is a way to establish them as freethinkers, Beers said. Recounting a story of a past
tabling event in Dupont Circle, Beers remembered people crowding around and gawking
at them.
“At one point a man came up and said, ‘I
just wanted to see what an atheist looks like.’
People have this idea that we are devil worshippers or something,” Beers said.
The group has about 50 members and is
connected with other D.C. community members and affiliate schools. Shelley Mountjoy,
the president and founder of a similar group
at George Mason University, helped Beers
found the GW chapter. Mountjoy said the
group at GW is unique “in that it’s about in-

What's it like to be...

?

A Freshman Maid
by Miranda Green
Hatchet Reporter

They come into freshman rooms once a week, clean and leave
without much notice. Freshman maids can be the most taken for
granted part of student life, but what it was like to be one?
Lila Johnson has been working as a maid at GW for 28 years and
believes she has seen almost everything. But despite having cleaned
Thurston rooms and catering to messy young adults, Johnson describes
the students she’s come across as nothing less than wonderful.
“I’ve had no problem,” she said, “Not one of the 28 years I’ve
worked here. I’ve always had nice students.”
Johnson has cleaned the majority of the freshman residence
halls since beginning her career at the University. She started her
career at GW cleaning houses for teachers. Last year she was assigned Thurston Hall where she says she encountered some of the
strangest rooms she has seen.
“These boys in Thurston had curtains made out of beer cans
and soda bottles and cereal boxes,” said a bemused Johnson. “It
made me think, ‘If you have time to study you wouldn’t have time
to do all that.’ But they were nice boys.”
Johnson also named Thurston as the home of the most disgust-

quiry in general. It’s more than just religion,
it’s about science, education and letting [people] choose for themselves.”
The organization’s main mode of influencing the community is through lectures.
The most recent took place last month with
Dan Barker, a famous atheist and co-president of the Freedom From Religion Foundation. Barker spoke about the topic “Losing
Faith in Faith” to an audience of about 100
people.
For the future, Skeptics’ goal is to get a
larger and more dedicated membership so
that it can bring more speakers to the GW
campus – hopefully about one a month.
Shortly after the Barker lecture, the group
was contacted by MTV. Executives from the
television station expressed interest in profiling Skeptics for a segment in their reality program “True Life,” an award-winning
documentary series about young people and
subcultures.
With this new development, Beers said
he hopes to not only be able to spread the
concept of “challenging one’s own beliefs”
locally, but nationally as well. 

toured around the Midwest, visiting St. Louis and Arkansas. Later, the band played a few gigs in Europe.
“My strongest tour memory came from a miscommunication in Lexington, Kt., that resulted in a mob of drunk
Kentuckians trying to kill me,” Mojica said about a gig
where he was misidentified as the perpetrator of a crime.
After being punched in the face, he barricaded himself
in the band’s tour bus, using one hand to hold his bleeding
nose and the other to hold instruments as weapons.
In between singing for The Fighters and another punk
band with a bigger focus on reggae funk music, The Eclectics, Mojica started a music label, Rocco Records, and
opened a coffee house called Jinx in Chicago in 1997.
“My café was a decidedly punk-rock café,” he said.
“Most members of the staff were in bands. We played our
music obnoxiously loud and chased away anyone with a
computer or a book of poetry. It didn’t’ turn out to be a
very good business model.”
It wasn’t until 9/11 that Mojica thought about steering
away from the punk rock scene, to find what his role could
be in the world.
In 2006, he realized the value of a liberal arts education
and enrolled at GW.
The decision to return to college was an “attempt to
think inside the box and learn how to write a business letter,” Mojica said.
Since arriving in Foggy Bottom, Mojica hasn’t felt like
part of campus, mostly because he doesn’t live on campus.
“I’m a 31-year-old male. Do you really want me living
in a dorm?” Mojica said about the awkward explanation
he had to give in order to get out of sophomore-year housing.
Although he now prefers Frank Sinatra to Screeching
Weasel, Mojica has maintained an avid appreciation for
music.
“My favorite venue in D.C. is the backstage at the Black
Cat. I’ve seen friend’s bands play there. I’ve seen Beck play
there. I wish I could see everyone play there,” Mojica said.
He not only listens, but also continues to be a part of
the scene. He founded “Modernist Society,” a music Web
zine that interviews musical artists and hosts club events
in Adams Morgan where DJs spin, and special guests such
as porn photographers and former nuclear-weapon designers answer questions from the audience.
Now, as a second-semester senior, Mojica describes
himself as “that grumpy man” who doesn’t want students
to distract others trying to learn. 

Man on the Street

Class Picks
Ali Peters
Hatchet Reporter

Questions:
1. One word to describe my TA is…
2. One class I would take if I didn’t have
to fulfill requirements?
3. 8 a.m. or 6 p.m. class?

Interviewees & Responses:
Claude Matons
ns
(Freshman)
1. Is she English?
2. Weight lifting
3. 6 p
p.m., definitely
elyy

Matthew
Ma
M
h
K
Kaurim
i

There are more than 20,000 people roaming GW classrooms
and offices each school day. The urban setup and size of
campus make it easy to breeze past a perfect stranger, but that
stranger could be the most interesting person you will never
meet. This new column profiles interesting people around
campus by asking the question: What's it like to be ...?
ing situation she has had to clean up.
“Someone got sick and left it there. It was the worst, most disgusting thing,” she said. “I can’t stand it.”
Despite all of the illegal paraphernalia and alcohol-related residue Johnson has encountered while entering freshman dorms, she
is steadfast in her belief that it is none of her business. Johnson said
that the University “has chances to check the rooms. If I see it, it
doesn’t bother me.”
Now working as a maid at Crawford Hall, Johnson performs
more of the typical household duties: She empties the trash, vacuums the floors and mops the bathroom tiles. Some of the rooms are
messy, others are clean – though she said its usually evenly split
evenly along gender lines.
“I do have some neat boys in my section. But I’ll have to speak
for myself,” she said.
Reflecting on her many years at GW, Johnson is very understanding of the students she cleans after. She does not judge the
messy Thurston rooms, because to her, the clutter makes sense –
there are simply more people living there, she said. And with the
usually friendly and cheerful students who she comes across, Johnson said she is happy to continue working with freshmen for years
to come. 

(Senior)
(Sen
1. Nonexistent
N
2. TTourism marketing
p.m.
3. 6 p

Chinyere Offo
Offor
or
(Senior)
1. Caring
2. That anthropology
ogy
class about race and
nd
religion
g
3. 6 p.m.

Hyun
Hyu
un Kyung Kim
(Freshman)
(Fres
1. II’ve never met her.
Instructive?
Instru
Drawing
2. D
3. 6 p.m.

Christina Reve
Revems
vems
(Sophomore)

Want to share the word about someone interesting on campus?
Email features@gwhatchet.com

1. Eager
2. Psychology of
crime?
3. 8 a.m.
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GW BlindDate:
Date: The science of attraction
DaterBios
Name: Stephanie Mayer
Year: Sophomore
Age: 20
Hometown: Sherborn, Mass.
Major: Human services
What is your ideal first date?
MAYER: Something fun,
adventurous, in the city. I would
like to do something I haven’t
done before – maybe in Dupont
Circle or Adams Morgan.
HUGHES: Coffee shop.
What do you look for in a person?
MAYER: A sense of humor.
Someone who doesn’t think I’m
crazy for running marathons.
HUGHES: I usually look for

Name: Adam Hughes
Year: First-Year Grad
Age: 21
Hometown: Pittsburgh
Major: Physics Ph.D. track
a nice demeanor and a similar
sense of humor.
What are your own interests?
MAYER: Running, baking
and exploring the city.
HUGHES: When I’m not
crippled by physics, I enjoy participating in Shotokan Karate here
at the Vern. I play video games
occasionally and Frisbee, too.
-Andrea Vittorio
-Photos by Josh Dubin

News

After overcoming the potential awkwardness of a blind date at Bangkok Joe’s in Georgetown Thursday night, sophomore
Stephanie Mayer and first-year graduate student Adam Hughes attempted to convert Adam’s knowledge of physics into
a mutual understanding of another science: chemistry. The laws of attraction may bring these two together again.

Stephanie

I’ve never been on a
blind date before. My New
Year ’s resolution was to be
more spontaneous. Now I
can cross it off my life list.
My first impression of
Adam was that he’s a good
guy, easy to talk to. It was
definitely not awkward at
all. I was impressed that he
was a physics major. I admired that someone could
devote his whole life to
physics.
We had a good conversation. And we had delicious
crème brûlée at the end of
the date.
I would give the date
an A-. He’s a good guy. We
should definitely keep in
touch. Maybe go out for coffee. 

Adam

I’ve never been on a blind date
before. I wanted to go on one because I don’t get opportunities to
meet non-physics nerds very often.
The conversation was easy,
considering the awkward circumstances of a fancy blind-date dinner, all expenses paid. I thought
she was easy to talk to, and enjoyed the company.
Stephanie has a good heart
and is very down to earth. She’s
pretty too.
I thought the date went well.
Beforehand, though, it was scary. I
got lost trying to find the place and
had to follow a homeless guy, MacGyver style, under the highways
before arriving at the restaurant.
I’d give the date a B, but
Stephanie gets an A. I would go on
another date. Would The Hatchet
pay for that date too? 

If you would like to be set up on a blind date with another GW student, e-mail features@gwhatchet.com

Let's talk
about

SEX

Figuring out the
female orgasm
There are things about sex that are simple.
Kissing, oral and penetration are all pretty basic. Sure, they all require some amount of skill
but they are things that, with enough practice,
anyone can do well. But there are a couple
things that do not happen for everyone, and
forcing the issue just makes worse. I’m talking
about one of my favorite things in the world:
the female orgasm.
The male orgasm is a fairly straightforward
sexual event. In the majority of situations, pulling the lever enough times garners a jackpot.

But it’s different for women. The female sexual cause is psychological, the effect is still physiresponse cycle is slightly more complicated, in- cal, and the orgasm necessarily takes place in
volving subtle changes in anatomy and arous- the sexual organ equipped for sexual climax,
al.
the clitoris.”
This has led to debate about the difference
Ah, the clitoris. Although I do not have a
between the vaginal and clitoral orgasm. There uterus and am therefore unable to speak for the
is a much cited and suspiciously
sisterhood, I do know that most
unconfirmed statistic claiming
of the pleasure women feel durthat 75 percent of women are
ing sex comes from the clitoris –
unable to have an orgasm from
almost all the nerves are down
MARSHAL
vaginal stimulation alone. But
there. Sexpert Dr. Trina Read,
STAGGS
why would that be?
in an online article called “The
The answer turns out to be
Orgasm Debate,” discusses the
SEX COLUMNIST
pretty simple. According to sevvaginal and clitoral orgasm,
eral recent studies and a majorwhich actually differ only in the
ity of the world’s sexperts, there
kind of stimulation applied to
is no such thing as a vaginal orgasm. What was the same bundle of nerves. Read brings up an
previously attributed to women being prudish interesting fact that some women who don’t exabout sex because they would not openly expe- perience orgasms may not know.
rience orgasms, turned out to be the side-effect
“Vaginal orgasms are usually described as
of a combination of anatomical reality and sex- ‘deep’ and ‘relaxing,’ and can be followed by a
ism. Feminist writer Anne Koedt spelled this profound sense of calm. Orgasms during interout in an article almost 40 years ago.
course are often less acute,” she writes.
“Aside from physical stimulation, which is
So ladies, you may have experienced an orthe common cause of orgasm for most people, gasm during sex and not even have been aware
there is also stimulation through primarily of it. But how do you achieve Dr. Read’s more
mental processes,” she writes. “Thus, while the “intense” clitoral orgasm?

One was a junior journalism major.
The other was a sophomore art history scholar.
They met on a Hatchet blind date,
dated, got married, and found a
briefcase on their honeymoon that
held the combined wealth of every industrialized nation in the world.
Cold, hard cash.

After using half the sum to cure most major
diseases and bring peace to the world, they
graciously accepted their various
Nobel prizes and retired before either
was 23 years old.
Now they lounge poolside in their
multi-acre estate by the ocean while
advanced cyberkinetic robots get
them mojitos and massage their feet as the
resident symphony orchestra softly plays
Beethoven’s Fifth.

THAT COULD BE YOU.
Let us set you up on a blind date.
At the very least, you’ll get a dinner out of it.

email features@gwhatchet.com

You’re going to have to take the plunge and
go shopping. Any good online adult toy store
is going to stock about 100 different products
that are specially designed to help women get
off. Take a look around and think about what
might be right for you, but keep it on the cheap
for your first purchase. You can find a simple
beginner's toy for about $20. Use that to figure
out what kind of stimulation rubs you the right
way and then you can get a pricier device that
will cater more specifically to your needs.
If you can arrange it, try this out with a
partner. Sharing your first orgasm with someone you care about will make it that much better, and working together with your partner to
discover what gets you off will help them do
it in the future. Just don’t get discouraged if it
doesn’t work immediately. The worst thing you
can do is force it, and adding a sense of urgency
to the situation is the best way to make sure
that it never happens.
If your partner can’t have an orgasm,
don’t pressure them. It’s your responsibility
to help them, not make them feel bad by complaining about it. So shut your mouth and
lend a hand. 

GET DRUNK.
(and write about it)

THAT'S THE JOB.

The Hatchet needs a new
BarBelle to visit and review
local D.C. drinking
establishments.

Think you're up for the job?
e-mail features@gwhatchet.com
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Professor completes tour of Russia
Travels with team
of politicos and
journalists
by Caroline Coppel
Hatchet Staff Writer

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Elliott School professor Hope Harrison returned last
month from a study tour of Russia and Germany.

The future of the United States’
relationship with Russia is uncertain,
said Elliott School of International Affairs professor Hope Harrison, who
recently returned from a trip to the
country.
Harrison traveled to Berlin and
Moscow last month on a five-day “Senior Study Tour” to discuss the current state of American and German
relations with Russia. Other participants on the trip, sponsored by The
Marshall Fund – a nonpartisan institute that promotes good relations between the U.S. and Europe – included
members of the U.S. Congress, German officials and German and Ameri-

Students honor
Bob Marley
by Amanda Lindner
Hatchet Staff Writer
Students got more than
a typical J Street dinner last
Wednesday night.
Lucky Dub, a Bob Marley
tribute group, filled Columbian
Square with music and poetry,
bringing the Black Heritage
Celebration to a close with the
help of several student music
groups.
The audience, some of
which came straight from Ash
Wednesday services, danced
and sang along to performances by Lucky Dub, G-D’urban,
the Troubadours, the Griots
and several student artists. The
Caribbean Student Association
and The Link – a group that
helps other student organizations put on art and cultural
events – hosted Wednesday’s
celebration.
In the spirit of Bob Marley,
“One Love” was the theme as
students from all backgrounds
came out to enjoy the performances together.
“This is one of my favorite events,” said junior Jordan
Chisolm, president of the Black
Students Union. “One thing
about this event is that even if
you don’t normally come out
to cultural events, the music
draws you in. Even if just walking through the Marvin Center,
people hear the guitars, drums,
singers and want to come check
it out. People who wouldn’t
normally come together do, and
I love that.”
An up-and-coming reggae
fusion group in the D.C. area,
Lucky Dub opened the night
with some of Bob Marley’s

greatest hits like “Get Up, Stand
Up” and “Redemption Song.”
The crowd sang along with the
group, which features three GW
alumni.
“The music of Bob Marley is
all about being positive, which
is why we bring in so much of
his influence into our music,”
said Alex Aidun, who plays
guitar in the band. “It’s like a
movement, when others hear
the music it turns into a catalyst
that makes people join right in
on the message. It’s great.”
And the message of coming
together was heard loud and
clear throughout the night.
“Events like this help you
meet people you would have
never met before. It definitely
helps the CSA [to be] more on
the map and overall the event
just went really well. Everyone
is up dancing, laughing, singing – it’s awesome to see everyone,” said Jacqueline Mitchell,
a senior and president of the
Caribbean Student Association.
“It’s a nice alternative from
panel discussions and meetings,” said Russell Fugett, senior programmer for the Multicultural Student Services
Center. “Everyone just handed
in midterms and it’s nice to
wind down at something like
this while getting the cultural
aspect as well.”
As the evening drew to
an end, the crowd got up and
danced along to the last few Bob
Marley songs.
“Marley’s theory about music is that when it hits you, it
doesn’t hurt,” said Benson Mensah-Bonsu, a sophomore, president of G-D’Urban. “It touches
the heart.” 

Director speaks
p
on human rights
by Caitie Daw
Hatchet Reporter
Academy Award-nominated director Robert Bilheimer
spoke about the importance
of addressing human rights
across the globe and the impact
of new technology in documentary filmmaking Wednesday night in the Jack Morton
Auditorium.
Bilheimer, director of documentaries The Cry of Reason:
Beyers Naude - An Afrikaner
Speaks Out, A Closer Walk and
Not My Life, discussed issues
surrounding global human
rights including anti-apartheid
movements, the movement for
global AIDS awareness and
the presence of modern-day
slavery and human trafficking
in society, which he described
as “three of the great human
rights struggles of our time.”
The event showcased clips
from Bilheimer’s documentary
A Closer Walk, which discusses
the global AIDS epidemic, and
a preview of Not My Life, a
new project depicting the presence of human trafficking and
several forms of modern-day
slavery.
Bilheimer said his Oscarnominated documentary, The
Cry of Reason, which discusses
the anti-apartheid movement
in South Africa in the late 1980s
and early 1990s, began antiapartheid movements on college campuses at the time.
“The movement involved
board rooms, classrooms and
the entire world weight of
public opinion,” he said. “The
great base of this movement
took place on college campuses
and began with the energy of
ordinary people.”
The director discussed the
impact of A Closer Walk, which
was created in the midst of the

1990s and the presence of the
global AIDS movement.
“The film has had a transformative effect,” Bilheimer
said. “We have shown the film
in India and China. The film on
television alone has been seen
by almost 500 million people.”
He added, “The film medium was becoming a more and
more powerful way to reach
large numbers of people and inform them about human rights
issues, such as global AIDS.”
Bilheimer also discussed
the subject of his new documentary, Not My Life. He said
the film sheds light on human
trafficking and other forms of
modern-day slavery, which includes domestic servitude and
child soldiers.
“The movement [for human trafficking and modernday slavery] doesn’t exist yet.
The challenge that we’re facing now is not only to catalyze
a movement, but to create a
movement,” he said.
He discussed the challenges of filmmaking, particularly
when filming, which he says
includes “being open and vulnerable in the midst of reality.”
He cited many stories of
meeting subjects of the documentary during the filming
process, such victims of AIDS
in Africa and India. “I continue
to allow myself to be moved,”
Bilheimer said.
Bilheimer also stressed the
great power of editing techniques, which includes using
music, narrative techniques
and montages, to tell a story.
“It’s about the craftsmanship and the work put into the
film. Filmmakers can’t assume
that the power of the message
is self-sufficient,” he said. “The
storytelling aspect of filmmaking is critical.” 

can journalists.
Harrison said that, since the meetings were off the record, she could not
reveal by name who had traveled with
her.
Harrison and group members
spent three days in Moscow, where
they met with government leaders,
representatives from the German and
American embassies and members of
NGOs that operate in Russia.
She said that overall the picture
was “depressing.”
The global economic crisis has hit
Russia hard, she said, and is expected
to get worse. Unemployment is at
about 8 percent, but is expected to increase to between 10 and 13 percent.
Harrison said it was difficult to tell
how Russia’s government will handle
the sour economy.
“We heard a lot of different views.
Some said that Putin will be able to
crack down on the crisis. Others said
that he will lose complete control,”
Harrison said.
Although there have been recent
protests in the country concerning the

economy, Harrison said that there was
little evidence of people’s opposition to
government power. She said she talked
to a social scientist who had surveyed
the Russian people and he offered
some significant findings.
“According to him, the biggest
surprise was how conservative people
are,” Harrison said. “They do not seem
to realize how different things could
be. There is rising xenophobia and tribalism [in Russia]. Survival is the goal,
not democracy.”
Harrison said that she was concerned with the tenuous ceasefire between Russia and Georgia. She said
that it was not stable and that there are
predictions of renewed conflict in the
spring.
During her meetings, Harrison
said that Russian officials were at
times hostile; several leaders blamed
the Georgian war and the economic
crisis on former Vice President Dick
Cheney. She said that members of the
Duma, Russia’s legislative body, were
particularly aggressive, and claimed
that the U.S. forced its agenda on other

“There is rising xenophobia and tribalism [in
Russia]. Survival is the
goal, not democracy.”
HOPE HARRISON

ELLIOTT SCHOOL PROFESSOR

countries.
Still, Harrison said that senior Russian and U.S. officials have agreed on
a set of issues to discuss, including Afghanistan, arms control and RussianNATO relations.
She also said that the Obama administration will adopt a less idealistic
Russian policy. “Obama will be more
focused on real politics than democracy and internal development,” she
said. 
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ELECTION
from p. A1
to move on to the runoff election.
“I’m so excited about how
the students have spoken,”
she said. “We are now one
step closer to taking our SA
back.”
While Boyer and Bindelglass’ quest for SA office is not
yet over, Jason Lifton clinched
the executive vice presidential
spot Thursday night, earning
58 percent of the more than
3,800 votes cast.
“I’m shaking right now,”
he said in the minutes after the
results were announced. “I really don’t know what to say.”
Though voting for the SA
elections took place online, it
took the Joint Elections Committee – an independent body
which oversees the elections –
more than three hours to tabulate the votes, creating a tense
atmosphere in the Marvin
Center ’s Columbian Square,

where the results were announced.
The candidates arrived at
9 p.m., shortly after the polls
closed, with throngs of friends
and supporters in tow.
Crowds grew larger and anticipation ran high as members
of the JEC-released names of
the victors in the SA Senate and
Program Board contests. Tiffany
Meehan was re-elected to the
Program Board chair position.
Boyer, Bindelglass and Lifton – the three top executive
candidates – are not only SA
insiders but also members of
Greek-letter organizations.
Lifton attributed a large
portion of his success to his
Greek-letter affiliation. He
said he met with members
of sororities and fraternities
throughout the campaign, visiting their chapter meetings
and discussing his ideas.
Boyer and Bindelglass will
continue to campaign, handing out palm cards in Kogan
Plaza to spread the word
about their platforms and
ideas for the office.

“I’m really looking forward to going out and meeting everyone over the next
two weeks,” she said. “I’m
going to keep doing the same
thing I’ve been doing, telling
people about my ideas and
fighting for our SA.”
Heading into the two
weeks before the next contest, Boyer said he also plans
to continue with the same
campaign he brought to last
week’s contest.
“I’m going to go right back
out there now and campaign
hard,” Boyer said. “It’s the
same game plan.”
Exiting the Marvin Center
with the rest of the crowd a
few minutes after midnight,
Lifton was caught up in the
excitement and celebration of
his evening, which meant the
end of a long campaign.
“I’m so excited right now,”
he said, laughing. “I have a
midterm tomorrow, so we’ll
have to see how that goes after this.”
The run-off election will
take place March 11 and 12. 

News

LOBBYING
from p. A1
on cooperating with the federal
government to have expert professors testify on issues, keeping
track of bills that are passed and
their ramifications for the University and holding their annual
Capitol Hill alumni event.
Though GW has shied away
from direct lobbying recently,
the University has spent significant time monitoring the recently passed economic stimulus bill, Akin said. Government
relations officials have been
looking to see if “opportunities
may exist under all the research
funding” the Act includes, Akin
said in an interview two weeks
ago, before the bill was signed.
“We are not directly down
on Capitol Hill lobbying for anything in the stimulus bill. We’re
not down there saying, ‘Make
sure GW’s in there for this many
millions of dollars,’ ” Akin said.
In the past, GW has spent
large amounts of money lobbying for a few key issues, lobby-

ing reports show. The University has spent more than $10,000
in the past two years lobbying
the Health and Human Services
Department through the law
firm Zuckerman Spaeder LLP,
according to the reports. That
lobbying involved obtaining information for use in a GW Department of Health Policy study
that dealt with low-income
health clinics, Akin said. The
Bush administration was initially resistant to the lobbying, so
additional work was required,
he added.
The University also spent
$280,000 in 2006 directly lobbying the federal government
to help fund the GW Cancer Institute, according to reports, as
well as $420,000 lobbying Congress between 2004 and 2006 on
Department of Transportation
appropriations through the lobbying firm Livingston Group,
reports show.
“The Livingston Group’s
transportation lobbying was
largely related to engineering
programs at the Virginia Campus – including the National
Crash Analysis Center,” Akin

said.
Former Vice President of
Government, International and
Corporate Relations Richard
Sawaya was a registered federal lobbyist for the University
until he left last spring, and GW
currently has no federally registered lobbyist, University officials said.
Re-engaging an outside lobbying firm like the Livingston
Group would be a Universitywide decision, Akin said.
“When you engage a federal
lobbyist there are certain things
the University as a whole can
and can’t do … so registering
a lobbyist goes beyond the lobbyist, it applies to the whole institution.” he said. “If we were
to make that determination it
would be something that … Vice
President [of External Relations
Lorraine] Voles, and President
Knapp and everyone else would
likely be involved in.”
Voles, who joined GW in
February in the newly created
vice president of external affairs
position, will direct the goals of
future lobbying activities, Akin
said. 

VETERANS

University just isn’t aware of.”
The VA recently released a
preliminary list of maximum
aid for college tuition and fees
that veterans will receive under
the new GI Bill. Aid differs depending on each veteran’s home
state, since the bill’s tuition aid
is based on the most expensive
in-state public institution.
“GW’s message to our veterans is that we don’t have to
settle for a less prestigious college if we have the grades to
attend their university,” said
George Brunner, co-founder
and spokesman for GW Veterans.
Additionally, extra funds
are awarded based on the cost
of living in a particular area.
Students who live in D.C.
will receive among the lowest
amounts of money, with $657
per semester. Georgia, Guam,
Kansas, South Carolina, Nevada, Rhode Island, and the
Virgin Islands are the only areas that will receive less aid for
educational expenses than D.C.
student veterans. 
–Nathan Grossman contributed
to this report

from p. A1
going to feel an influx of veterans on the campus.”
“I think the new program
will give vets more of an opportunity to get a better education without the hassle of a lot
of student loans,” added junior
Kevin Blanchard, a veteran of
the Iraq War.
Spann and Blanchard said
that they are also pleased by
the creation of the Veteran
Services Coordinator position
as a liaison to veterans. In the
past, they said, the University
was not always understanding of the financial strain under which many veterans find
themselves.
“Sometimes it takes a lot for
the veteran to get his benefits,”
Spann said.
“It’s easy for veterans to get
lost in the system,” Blanchard
said. “It’s not that the University doesn’t want to help, but
there are a lot of programs the

NROTC
from p. A1
The Hatchet,” said the co-chair
of GU Pride, Joseph Graumann. “We thought it was really important that we came
out to support this issue. A lot
of people were really angered
about it on our campus.”
The students who attended the protest said they were
aware that the University has
not taken action against ROTC
for violating the University’s
nondiscrimination policy because of the threat to its federal
funding, but still voiced a need

DO Y O U R

for greater support for LGBTQ
issues at GW.
“We need to have a meeting, one on one, with the head
of the administration because
the community is very upset by
the minimalist response from
the University on an issue that
is very emotional,” said sophomore Joe Goldman.
Goldman said he will meet
with University President
Steven Knapp this week to
discuss gay rights issues on
campus and to ask him and all
upper-level administrators to
participate in “safe zone training,” a course designed to provide a basic understanding of
LGBTQ issues and how to support them. 

PART

Go Green
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JOBS
!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training

GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW
Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW students
and faculty.

CAMPUS LIFE

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.

Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25
words, and $.30 per word beyond that.

Thesis/Dissertation
Editor - APA Format

All classifieds should be placed online. If
you cannot access the internet, ads may
be placed via email, fax or in person at
our office. An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard,
American Express and Discover, as well
as cash and check through our office.

Ina Whitehead
iwhitehead55@hotmail.
com
(757) 722-4020

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Bother
persistently
6 Airing
10 Zilch
14 Lots of
screaming and
shouting
15 Gleeful giggle
16 Plow team
17 Distrustful
18 Loretta of
“M*A*S*H”
19 Alda of
“M*A*S*H”
20 “Bad idea!”
23 Archibald or
Thurmond of the
N.B.A.
24 His and ___
25 6-1, 3-6 and 7-5,
in tennis
27 Race, as an
engine
30 Sunken ship’s
locale

34 “Oh!” in
Österreich

59 Elaborate April
fool

35 Steps between
floors

60 Hall’s singing
partner

62 Are, in Argentina
37 “My sweetie” in
a 1957 hit for the 63 “You’re
something ___!”
Bobbettes
64
Center
Shaquille
38 “Bad idea!”
65
Kind
of
carpet
41 “___ River”
66 Woodwind item
(song from
“Show Boat”)
67 Bothersome
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Free Classifieds!
Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

40

42 Passover meal

Down
1 Org. for Patriots
44 Offer advice
and Packers
from around a
2 Jean who wrote
card table
“The Clan of the
46 Barfly
Cave Bear”
47 Ice cream brand 3 Gardener’s gift
48 Babe in the
4 Arterial trunks
woods
5 Romantic
rendezvous
50 Cornerstone
abbr.
6 Very
7 Small
52 “Bad idea!”
salamander
58 Couturier
8 Chicken piece
Christian
9 Presidential
noes
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
10 Two-by-two
BJ O I Z F OF Y I P C OO PN S R AE CG I G SHEAD T
vessel
I A LR EE T A MN AO P H SO W A DP OA NL AO I 11 Car bar
GV AO RL E T A CGN EO S T E D E I SR AO DN E
S S R 12 Letter starter
HEADA FN OT RE T H E E N H T I AL I L LS
EM I A E T I OP R Y P L L OA AC FA PR AD N 13 One of the
Brontë sisters
DA I G S I L Y E U AONW LHEADST O RT I O CE E
21
“Phooey!”
N E P BA O L S N U I RA G E P I A NT KE Y 2
S H RS U E N A K R E ON UH TE EA SD S
2 22 Cause of a low
Richter reading
N A E C T T SU A AL C H E S
GH H I I S AS
RO AD D I I E O HEADN Y E E S S T S R OS AO SB T 2 25 Give the goahead
EWWA EN NN E A C B K E
I DE SA T I M TE A 2
A H A D RU A LWS B T R E I RD G BE RA EHEAD T 2 26 Undercooked
meat danger
AR NO T T E A R S Y I R AE DN O RL AE BH L I E 2
XD EA NR AN I E T K I T N UG N AE RL OA LN L 28 Has dinner
HEADS EN NA D T C S H E G S U PE E ET DE WN AG Y
29 Aura, informally
43 Hush-hush org.

41

42

44

45
48

52

53

43
46

47

49

54

50
55

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?

51

56

57

58

59

60

62

63

64

65

66

67

61

Puzzle by Timothy Powell and Nancy Salomon

31 Social
arrangements
that don’t always
work out
32 ___-weensy
33 Edgar who
painted
ballerinas
35 Beachgoer’s
acquisition
36 Work over
39 Central street

40 Shortstop Derek
45 Instrument with
30+ strings
47 Flammable gas
49 Cello feature
51 Bend to go
through a
doorway, say …
or what may be
in front of the
door

52 Fateful day in
March
53 Satellite signal
receiver
54 Letter after theta
55 Lighten, as a
burden
56 Pink-slipped
57 Wood for
shipbuilding
61 Wily

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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'Hobbs-speak' sets bar too low

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Junior Damian Hollis drives against Richmond forward Francis-Cedric Martel in Saturday's 66-57 GW win. Hollis had a career-best 16 rebounds in the game and led the team with 15 points. He was named A-10 Co-Player of the Week Sunday.
from p. A1

Men avenge
January loss
to Spiders

several Colonials to provide
a boost in the first half. His burst
of four points in twelve seconds,
coming on a pair of free throws
and then a breakaway dunk off
his own mid-court steal, not
only silenced the Richmond
crowd but gave GW a ninepoint advantage that helped put
the game in their control.
The Colonials were also able
to score immediately following
a number of timeouts, which
Hobbs said was a byproduct of
countering Richmond pressing
defense.
“We just went and attacked
and we didn’t want them to feel

like they could put any kind of
pressure on us,” Hobbs said.
“We wanted to make sure that
we were able to dictate the pace
of the game and we wanted to
dictate the style of the game.”
“I thought we were able to
do that,” he concluded. “The
guys executed the game plan
beautifully.”
Overall, Saturday’s win was
a far cry from the teams’ previous meeting Jan. 10 in Foggy Bottom, when the Spiders cruised
past a slumping GW 60-48 after
jumping out to a 25-5 lead and
never looking back.
“The first time we played
Richmond, we played almost
like we were confused, not sure
who should shoot, who should

drive,” Hobbs said Saturday, explaining that the Colonials are
playing like an entirely different team than they were during
their prolonged struggles. “Part
of that [difference] is the growth
of this basketball team.”
Next GW will head north
for a pivotal game against Massachusetts. The Minutemen are
one of three teams in the Colonials’ sights as they try to make
up ground in the A-10 standings
and punch one of the last tickets
to next week’s conference tournament in Atlanticc City, N.J.
“I just hope we continue to
grow,” Hobbs said. “I hope we
can continue to win so that we
can extend our season.” 

Overachieve (verb): to calls his upperclassmen-heavy
achieve success over and above team “young” and “inexperithe standard or expected level.
enced”?
During Karl Hobbs’ nine
Whether or not Hobbs was
years as head men’s basketball responsible for the events that
coach, that word has become led to the program falling apart,
synonymous with what has he should expect his relatively
been dubbed “Hobbs-speak,” talented team to avoid finishing
a set of words and phrases the in the bottom two of a confercoach resorts to during every ence in an off-year as a whole. If
interview. During the team’s he doesn’t, how can his players?
2005-2006, Hobbs said the team And saying the team is achiev“overachieved.” Ditto for the ing above expectations (if they
next season, which was less suc- qualify for A-10s) is akin to patcessful, but still
ting himself on
resulted in a forthe back for a job
tuitous Atlantic
well-done. Few
10 tournament
would agree with
championship.
that evaluation.
This
year,
In his dehowever,
the
fense,
another
phrase had not
recent pet phrase
been used by
of Hobbs’ has
Hobbs, and rightturned out to be
ly so. But during
accurate and boran otherwise inderline prescient.
formative postAmid the Cologame interview
nials’ midseason
A
NDREW ALBERG
with the media
11-game losing
Saturday after
streak,
Hobbs
SPORTS EDITOR
the
Colonials’
began
saying
win at Richmond,
variations
of
Hobbs was asked
“Anytime you’re
what it would mean to him if his rebuilding a program, you have
team finished 12th in the 14 team to first teach them how to comA-10 and subsequently qualified pete. The most difficult part is
for the conference tournament.
teaching them how to win.”
“(Making the A-10 tournaIn fact, the season has played
ment) would be an overachieve- out exactly that way. With some
ment considering that you have exceptions, the team has shown
to understand that the program gradual progress since the trip
was shaken, I mean, really liter- to Hawaii. Eventually, it started
ally rebuilding the foundation to be competitive, losing close
and doing it under some tough games to decent teams like
circumstances,” he said. “When Rhode Island and Dayton. Then
I first came here to GW, there it beat a mediocre, inconsistent
weren’t expectations. Mike Hall team like Charlotte in a close
and Pops (Mensah-Bonsu) and overtime game at home, and
those guys, they were allowed to Saturday it finally beat a qualgrow and become a better bas- ity team on the road. Part of the
ketball team. These guys don’t responsibility for the close losses
have that luxury because of the falls on Hobbs, but he, too, has
expectations. ”
shown progress and managed
The earthquake that “shook the team more deftly recently.
the program to its very core,”
If that had been the case the
Hobbs said, was a disastrous entire season and GW was a
December trip to Hawaii, which mid-level team in the A-10, maysaw the team lose in embarrass- be Hobbs could have rightly said
ing fashion. But Hobbs can’t re- the Colonials overachieved. But
ally think that finishing 12th is the bar has to be set higher than
“over and above the expected 12th place if Hobbs ever hopes to
level” of GW’s men’s basketball make a return appearance to the
program, can he? Just as he can’t NCAA tournament during his
actually believe himself when he time in Foggy Bottom. 

Women fall on senior day for first time in 18 years
Loss denies GW firstround bye in Charlotte

Colonials' shooting struggles against Temple
by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer
With senior day festivities in full swing
and a shot at the second seed in the upcoming Atlantic 10 tournament up for grabs, there
was plenty for the GW women’s basketball
team to celebrate before its regular season finale. After a 59-49 loss to Temple in front of
a larger than usual Smith Center crowd, the
smiles that were so abundant pregame had
disappeared.
Everything about Sunday’s game
seemed to go wrong for the Colonials. Normally a good shooting team, GW shot just 26
percent from the floor against Temple. After
struggling with untimely turnovers against
Charlotte in their previous game, the Colonials again had issues hanging onto the ball
at crucial moments, turning the ball over 17
times.
But despite the turnovers and the poor
shooting, the Colonials stayed in the game.
GW never trailed by more than 11, and at no
point did the game seem out of reach. Making runs to win games have been the norm
for GW this season, and although they tried
for one more comeback, the hole the Colonials had dug for themselves proved to be
too deep. For head coach Mike Bozeman,
all the mistakes Sunday boiled down to one
missing element: effort.
“I don’t think it would’ve took a miracle
for us to win this game,” Bozeman said. “It
doesn’t take a miracle for us to win a lot of
the games that we’ve lost, but what it takes
is concentrated effort and I think that some of
that was lacking tonight.”
Senior center Jessica Adair, who was
honored as part of the pregame ceremonies,
agreed with her coach’s assessment of the
game.
“Even when we were down 10, I felt like
that was definitely a game we could have
won, if we had stepped up and taken it,” she
said. “But we didn’t do that.”
Jessica Adair also said that even though
the game marked her final appearance at the

Smith Center, once she hit the court for tipoff, any emotions she might have been feeling were put on the back burner.
“I was ready to play,” she said. “It’s senior day and everything, and I was excited
about it but when it really comes down to
it, we have a game to play, and that’s what I
was prepared to do.”
Adair and freshman Tara Booker each
tied for second on the team with 12 points,
while senior Antelia Parrish led the Colonials
in with 13. Senior day was likely not a memorable on-court experience much for the rest of
GW’s seniors as Jamila Bates, Jazmine Adair
and Yolanda Lavender combined to miss all
14 of their shots. Of the three, Jazmine Adair
was the only one to score, with her lone point
coming on a free throw.
GW nearly took the lead at the four and a
half minute mark when a Jessica Adair layup
brought the Colonials to within two. Temple
responded with five quick points, including
a three off of a Booker turnover, and GW
never recovered.
The loss also means that GW, which
could have climbed as high as second in the
A-10 with a win, will fall to fifth in the conference and not receive a bye in next weekend’s conference tournament in Charlotte,
N.C. The Colonials struggled to beat the elite
teams in their conference down the stretch,
losing on the road at Xavier and Charlotte
before falling at home to the Owls.
GW will now face an uphill battle if it
hopes to reach its third straight NCAA tournament, a challenge for which Bozeman said
he is ready.
“There’s no other thing I can do,” he said.
“I’m not giving up. I’m not going to quit. It’s
not in me. That’s not why they hired me. I
still feel like my girls have it in them, and it’s
my job to get them to perform well. And I
will.”
The Colonials will face 12th-seeded
Rhode Island Friday in the opening round of
A-10 championship play. GW beat the Rams
55-48 in their last match-up Feb. 8 at Smith
Center. 

by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writter

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Senior Jessica Adair, center, is guarded by Temple defenders in
Sunday's 59-49 loss. Adair had 12 points and eight rebounds in
her final home game as a Colonial.

The immediate result of any basketball game
is a tally in the win or loss column, but GW’s 5949 home loss to Temple Sunday had much higher
stakes than a number on a season record.
Not only was it the Colonials’ (17-12, 9-5 Atlantic 10) final regular season game, and the last Smith
Center contest for seniors Jessica Adair, Jazmine
Adair, Antelia Parrish, Yolanda Lavender and Jamila Bates, but it was the deciding factor for GW’s
seeding in next week’s Atlantic 10 tournament.
With a 9-4 conference record going into the
game, the Colonials had a shot at tying Temple in
the A-10 standings with a victory. A win would
have catapulted the Colonials to third place and
guaranteed an automatic first-round bye in the
conference tournament, a privilege GW has grown
accustomed to.
Based on program history, the Colonials
weren’t supposed to lose. GW had won its senior
day game every year dating back to 1992, including a victory over Temple just two years ago. But
the Colonials fell nonetheless, as an early lead became a deficit GW never overcame despite having
displayed a knack for stronger second halves this
season.
Head coach Mike Bozeman said that while the
fault of the loss falls on GW’s shoulders, they were
outplayed by their opponents.
“Temple didn’t shoot the ball extremely well,
but they did the intangible things,” Bozeman said.
“It’s not like they came in here and torched up the
nets, but what they did was they toughed it out.”
Now Temple will take the second-place seed,
while Richmond’s victory over Saint Louis knocks
GW down to fifth. The Colonials will play the firstround game in the A-10 Championships for the
first time in 23 years.
“We played ourselves into fifth place. I think
Richmond deserves to be in front of us,” Bozeman
said. “What that means is we have to win four
games instead of three games. What that means
is we have to play somebody in order to earn the
right to play somebody else. We played ourselves
here, now we have to play ourselves out of it.” 

Varsity Roundup
Baseball
The baseball team (1-5) earned its first
win of the season Saturday, as the Colonials
beat Lehigh 13-9 at Barcroft Park. Senior Pat
Lehman (1-0) allowed just one run in five innings, while
junior Tom Zebroski and redshirt senior Gavin Swanson
each hit home runs. The Colonials lost 10-9 to Lehigh
Sunday in a back and forth game that saw the Mountain
Hawks score three runs in the eighth inning to give them
the win.
GW next plays Wednesday at the University of Virginia.

Women’s water polo
The women’s water polo team (2-7)
lost two of the three matches it played
this weekend at the Eastern College Athletic Conference championships in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y. After beating St. Francis 11-7 on Saturday, the
Colonials lost two close matches, 7-5 to host Marist
later that day and 9-8 to Wagner Sunday.
GW next plays Thursday against Bucknell 7 p.m.
at the Smith Center.

Women’s lacrosse
The women’s lacrosse team (0-4) lost
13-9 to Drexel on Sunday at the Mount
Vernon Athletics Complex. The Colonials
led 5-4 at halftime, but gave up seven consecutive
goals in the second half, putting them in an insurmountable hole. Junior Mia Breheny scored three
goals – all in the first half – to lead GW, which next
plays George Mason Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. on
Mount Vernon.

