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Debt nears
$1 billion

GREENSCREAM

Univ. sells bonds to ensure
access to cash
by Mike Phillips and Sarah Scire
Senior Staff Writers
The University’s total debt grew to just under a
billion dollars on Wednesday when the school borrowed $200 million – by issuing and selling bonds
– to ensure access to cash in the troubled economy,
administrators said.
University finance officials said $90 million
from the sale will be used to pay off existing debt
and $110 million will remain as cash reserves to increase the University’s liquidity – the school now
has $360 million in reserves. The sale and payoff
bring the University’s total outstanding debt to
about $973.3 million, said Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz.
See DEBT, p. 6
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Environmental activisists hold up a sign protesting the use of coal during the Power Shift '09 rally Monday morning in front of the Capitol building. More
than 50 GW students attended the four-day event, which included a variety of speeches and concerts. SEE STORY ONLINE AT GWHATCHET.COM.
GWHATCHET.COM

Board approves $10M for science center
by Lauren Hoenemeyer
Hatchet Staff Writer
The Board of Trustees has authorized the University to spend
$10 million this year on initial
planning for a proposed Science
and Engineering Complex, marking the first major step in a project
that would drastically shift GW’s
academic focus and likely cost
about $300 million.
Faculty and University officials have discussed the building
for many years as a replacement

for GW’s ailing science facilities.
Though it is widely supported
among the top administration,
some faculty members have recently voiced concern about how
the building will be funded – as
it would be the most expensive
construction project in University
history.
At a Student Association
town hall on Monday, University President Steven Knapp said
the construction would likely be
funded from government grants,

fundraising and rent from the unfinished Square 54 complex. He
was unsure what percentage each
would eventually contribute.
The lease at Square 54 nets $9
million a year for the University’s
endowment – a fund that pays out
about 4 percent each year. Additionally, the University garners an
average of less than $100 million
every year in fundraising.
The vote to approve the $10
million, which took place at the
Board’s February meeting, was

Hospital
sued over
fatal fall
by Alex Byers
Metro News Editor

conducted in a private session
– and neither its occurrence nor
its outcome were mentioned in
public packets or post-meeting
interviews. Knapp said Monday
that he was unsure why that happened, adding “There is nothing
private about rationale for the $10
million.”
Lou Katz, executive vice president
and treasurer, said the Board’s approval of the $10 million in planning

The estate of a man who suffered fatal injuries
after falling off the GW Hospital’s façade this summer is suing the hospital for failing to provide adequate care.
The suit, filed in D.C. Superior Court, contends
that 38-year-old Kossi Apeble received insufficient
treatment and the hospital did not ensure its windows were up to safety standards before Apeble
exited one on the fifth floor on July 19. A partially
clothed Apeble then fell or climbed to a ledge two
floors below and, after several hours, dangled off
the ledge and fell three more stories to the ground.
He landed partly on concrete and partly on an inflatable mat.

See COMPLEX, p. 6

See HOSPITAL, p. 6

Men fall to UMass
Loss hurts GW's
chances for A-10
tournament
by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor
AMHERST, Mass. – For 27 minutes
and 29 seconds of Wednesday night’s
men’s basketball team's 77-62 loss
against the University of Massachusetts
Wednesday night, there was no distinguishable difference between the Colonials (10-17, 4-11 Atlantic 10) and their
opponents. The two teams had given
and taken the lead from each other multiple times throughout the game, paying
each other in kind for made baskets.
Then, slowly, everything changed.
What began as a short UMass run snowballed into a sustained chain of unfor-

tunate events for GW, which entered
the game with both momentum and an
opportunity to improve its chances at
making the A-10 tournament in Atlantic
City.
“We didn’t make the shots we had,
we lost our focus, we didn’t get back,
they shot too many threes which we
didn’t contest that well,” said senior
Rob Diggs, listing what went wrong.
On Senior Night at the Mullins Center, the Minutemen went on a 29-14 run
over the game’s last 12:31 and GW went
from likely conference tournament entrant with their fate in their own hands
to longshot needing some help.
Winner of the previous two games
before Wednesday, the Colonials must
win their Senior Day matchup against
Temple (10-4 A-10) Saturday night at
the Smith Center and have Charlotte
beat St. Bonaventure earlier in the day
in order to finish 12th and qualify for
postseason play.
See BBALL, p. 8

Gelman plans major upgrades
Library seeks funding to commence renovation of first floor
by Becky Reeves
Hatchet Reporter

Gelman Library could be in line for
a major renovation – if the necessary
funding comes through.
Library administrators are hoping to
commence a $5 million renovation project of the entire first floor of Gelman as
soon as this spring, but they say they are
starving for funding. The project is part
of a larger renovation plan that the library will propose to the Board of Trustees this summer in hopes of obtaining
financial support.
“This is a project which we feel is
necessary in order to improve services
to the students,” said University Librarian Jack Siggins. “We identified this as
one of our major, immediate needs.”
Administrators developed the idea
about two and a half years ago in response to overwhelming student complaints of overcrowding, limited elecAndrew Alberg/Hatchet photographer trical outlets and the general outdated
Junior Damian Hollis, left, had 12 points and nine rebounds in Wednesday's appearance of the library, but Siggins
loss to the Minutemen, but made only four of 12 shot attempts.
said the updates are more important

now than ever.
The project would replace the entire first floor of Gelman with modern
amenities in an informal environment.
The design includes several small group
study areas, large desks with computers
for personal use and electronic panels
with campus news and information.
To give the library a more natural
appearance, several windows will be
built into the walls and a reading garden with outdoor seating will be placed
outside of the building's entrance.
Siggins said that although it is needed, renovating Gelman is not near the
top of the University’s to-do list.
“The University does not see this as
a high enough priority to warrant even
presenting this to the Board of Trustees,” he said.
He plans to present the proposal to
the Board in June for their support, but
Siggins said he expects to have to fund
the entire project through donations.
He said that to begin the remodeling
See GEMLAN, p. 6

Courtesy Gelman Library

(Above) Renderings of the proposed
Gelman Library first-floor
renovations.
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Thursday
HIGH 48 | LOW 37
ANYA ULINICH
The GW creative writing
department presents a free
reading by the author of
the novel “Petropolis.”
8 p.m.
Marvin Center
Amphitheater, 3rd floor

Friday
HIGH 62 | LOW 47
THE FALL OF THE BERLIN
WALL, 20 YEARS LATER
A symposium remembering
the fall of the Berlin Wall on
Nov. 9, 1989.
12 p.m.
State Room, 1959 E Street
GW UNDERGRADUATE LAW
SCHOOL RECEPTION
Learn about the GW Law
School admissions process
from current law students.
2 p.m.
Lerner Hall Moot Court
Room

Saturday
HIGH 69 | LOW 53
MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT
Dress up as your favorite
characters from the board
game Clue. The event is
hosted by Program Board
and costs $5 to participate.
7 p.m.
Marvin Center 307 and 308

Sunday
HIGH 72 | LOW 54
BEYOND THE EPIC RUN
A film screening of a documentary produced in the
GW Documentary Center.
5 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium

Sociology chair
chases robber
through campus
The chair of the sociology department chased down
a woman who tried to steal
one of his employee’s wallets
Wednesday, preventing her
from fleeing campus until police officers could arrive.
Executive assistant Octavia
Kelsey reported that her wallet
had been stolen around 2 p.m.
Wednesday and alerted department chair Steven Tuch. Tuch
then saw the thief quickly flee
from the office and chased after
her.
“I wasn’t thinking a whole
lot. I just reacted,” he said.
Tuch followed a woman
down three flights of stairs
and two blocks of I Street.
As the two “walked briskly”
down I Street, Tuch told a colleague to have UPD officers go
to the Foggy Bottom Metro station. The woman tried to hail
a taxi on 23rd Street, but Tuch
told the driver the woman was
wanted by the police. She then
tried to hail a different taxi,
but police officers were on the
scene before she could escape.
Officers recognized the woman as a repeat offender, Tuch
said.
The woman, whose name
was not released, has been
barred from campus three times
since 2006, University Police
Chief Dolores Stafford said.
Tuch said the sociology
department has been robbed
about six times in the last couple of years, and he did not
want to let it happen again.
“I was frankly irritated that
we had been hit again and that
the wallet of my staff member
had been stolen,” he said. “I
wanted to get it back. It’s as
simple as that.”
Stafford said it was later
discovered that the woman had
ditched the wallet inside the
sociology department, but she
was still arrested for robbery.
It was unclear why she was on
campus.
–Alex Byers

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Senior Class Gift
Committee raises
$15,000 so far

Just Chillin'

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

A snowman holding a can of beer and women's underwear with a cigarette in its mouth
stands in front of Fulbright Hall Monday afternoon after six inches of snow hit the D.C. area.

Univ. seeks opportunities for stimulus bill funding
With close to $54 billion directed toward education, the recently signed stimulus bill may
be cause for many students and
teachers across the country to celebrate. But private institutions,
like GW, may not be so lucky.
Close to 75 percent of the education stabilization fund in the
stimulus package has been designated for states to give to public colleges and school districts,
according to The Chronicle of
Higher Education. GW administrators are working out the details
to figure out how the University –
a private school in a District, not a
state – can fit into the picture.
“The money that could be
given to colleges [in D.C.] is expected to be distributed for historically black and community
colleges and sustainability projects,” University spokeswoman
Tracy Schario said. “We are evaluating the sustainability angle.”
GW’s location in D.C. could
hinder the process for receiving

aid, since money from the stabilization fund is largely distributed
to states based on population.
Research is a highly funded
area where the University is seeking to find opportunities. The $787
billion bill provides $1.3 billion to
renovate and equip university research facilities, and the National
Institutes of Health will receive
$8.7 billion for research grants,
according to The Chronicle.
Executive Vice President Lou
Katz said that the University is
still evaluating the bill and looking for provisions where it could
apply for aid, including renovating research labs or specific sustainability projects.
“We are monitoring all aspects of the stimulus bill and
seeing what we might be eligible
for,” Katz said. “But I can tell you
that everyone is monitoring the
stimulus bill.”
Funding for government
agencies could also potentially
benefit GW.

“Much of the stimulus bill is
directed toward states to handle
budget shortfalls and restore
funding to their agencies,” said
Michael Akin, executive director
of international, government and
community relations. “However,
there are increases to research
funds at NIH, NSF and other
government science agencies that
may present an opportunity for
faculty.”
University President Steven
Knapp asked GW’s Office of External Relations to create a task
force that will “bring together
decision makers from across the
University to look at the potential
for each of these sources of funding,” Akin said.
In the meantime, like most
colleges and universities, GW
will see the bill’s impact on several existing financial aid programs,
including increases in Pell Grants
and more than $200 million directed to work-study funds.
–Heather Hodder

The Senior Class Gift Committee has received donations
from about 12 percent of the senior class so far – totalling more
than $15,000.
The committee hopes to
eventually get donations from
as much as one-third of the
graduating class, but 361 seniors
have already donated. David
Anderson, coordinator of the
Senior Gift Committee, said the
committee has been stressing increased participation rather than
more money and has no specific
monetary goal for the year.
In a new policy for this year,
a senior who donates can designate which University organization their money goes toward.
The gift committee’s current records show that the most popular recipients this year have been
Student Activities Center-registered student organizations,
student financial aid, the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, athletics and the President’s
Fund for Excellence.
The money raised from this
year’s graduating class will also
fund the Old Man Schenley textbook scholarship, as well as a
small plaque in honor of the late
campus fixture.
“We’re the last class to know
who he was,” Anderson said.
Eddie Bieber, known to many
on campus as Old Man Schenley,
is remembered for sitting on a
bench outside the residence hall
of the same name, where he resided for decades after the University had purchased the building.
Last year’s seniors raised
more than $36,000 to fund a Spirit Office on campus. A record 24
percent of seniors donated.
To raise money this year,
the committee has been hosting
Senior Nights at various area
bars and pubs. Seniors can donate up until Commencement,
and the gift committee plans to
continue holding events and opportunities until then for seniors
to give.
–Madeleine Morgenstern
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Affordability, study abroad concerns voiced at town hall
by Cameron Dux
Hatchet Reporter
Students complained about curriculum requirements and GW’s study
abroad policies, among other issues, to
top University administrators Monday
night at a town hall meeting hosted by
the Student Association.
University President Steven Knapp
and Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs Donald Lehman fielded
questions from students along with
four deans – Peg Barratt of the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences,
Michael Brown of the Elliott School of
International Affairs, Lawrence Singleton of the School of Business and Diane
Martin of the School of Engineering
and Applied Science.
“The more often we have opportunities to speak like this the better,”
Knapp said before the open question
period.
Attendance for the event was
sparse, however, filling only a small
portion of the Jack Morton Auditorium
– far less than the 100 students who at-

tended a similar town hall meeting last
year hosted by the SA.
Tim Little, the SA’s vice president
for academic affairs and moderator for
the event, asked Barratt whether or not
CCAS will change its General Curriculum Requirements.
“It is an emerging consensus that
the vast number of required courses
is too much,” Barratt said. “I have just
learned that the Middle States Accreditation has a guideline suggesting that
about 25 percent of courses should be
required courses.”
Currently, CCAS students must
take a minimum of 17 classes in seven
different areas, averaging about 40
percent of an undergraduate career.
Barratt admitted that the number of
required courses is high and said she
aims to make GCRs less of a burden on
students.
Tuition concerns were not left out
of the forum.
Graduate student Jana Baldwin
stood up and gave an emotional account
of her struggle to afford GW tuition.
“I am in love with D.C., I love be-

Students rethink
spring break plans
State Dept.
warns of violence
in Mexico
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
As drug-related violence near
the Mexican border escalates, some
students are rethinking their spring
break plans.
Though the State Department
issued a travel alert on Feb. 20
warning about violence throughout
the country, many GW students are
planning on visiting popular resort
areas like Cancun, Acapulco and
Cabo San Lucas. Nearly 100,000
students across the country are
gearing up to head south of the
border for spring break, the State
Department estimated.
Sophomore Susannah Levin
said she was nervous about her
trip to Acapulco when she saw
the travel alert. In response, she
and her friends have taken extra
precautions, like hiring a private
car for travel outside of the resort.
Now, Levin said, she is not as worried.
“I did a lot of research and the
violence is mostly on the borders.
I think you just have to be smart.
You’re in a foreign country, so you
can’t act inappropriately,” Levin
said. “If it ever came to where I was
scared enough, I wouldn’t go.
Though Acapulco is not explicitly mentioned on the travel alert,
according to the State Department,
drug-related violence has been
increasing in the area. The department recommends U.S. citizens be
“vigilant in their personal safety.”
Drug-related crime has spiked
throughout Mexico, especially
in border cities, with home invasions and kidnappings spilling
into Arizona. The State Department warned that in recent years
dozens of U.S. citizens have been
kidnapped in Mexico. Just last
week, Mexican cartels forced the
resignation of a police chief in Ciu-

CRIME LOG
Fraud
2/24/09 – Off campus –
open case
A female student reported that her GWorld card
number was used to make
fraudulent purchases at
various restaurants.
Harassment
2/26/09 – 11:30 p.m. –
City Hall – case closed
A resident complained that
her roommate and several
of her guests were calling
her names. When she returned from calling the University Police Department,
they all were gone.
Referred to Student
Judicial Services
Liquor Law Violation
2/26/09 – 10:03 p.m. –
Public property on campus – case closed
UPD responded to a report
of an intoxicated 23-yearold not affiliated with the
University. He failed standard sobriety tests. D.C.
Fire and Emergency Medical Services were notified
and he was transported to
the GW Hospital for treatment.
No further action
2/28/09 – 12:12 a.m. –
Mitchell Hall 7-Eleven–
case closed
An escort van driver observed a male student lying

dad Juarez by killing police officers
every 48 hours until the man left
his post.
Though several universities
have advised their students about
the situation, GW has not taken a
stance. Dean of Students Linda
Donnels said that the University
does not typically issue travel advisories.
“There are alerts and travel
warnings about a number of
countries around the world and
we know that our students travel
broadly,” Donnels said. “So what
we would say if students inquire
would be to check out the State
Department sites for countries that
they’re going to. We always want
students to pay attention to information and to use common sense
when traveling in another country.”
Some groups have adjusted
their travel plans in response to
the violence. The GW International
Alternative Spring Break will still
volunteer in Oaxaca in southern
Mexico, but they have changed
their initial itinerary that involved
flying to Mexico City and taking a
bus to Oaxaca. Instead, they will fly
directly to Oaxaca.
Many students are reluctant to
change their plans on such short
notice. Patrick Evans, a spokesperson for STS travel, said though the
student travel service has received
many inquiries about safety in
Mexico, cancellations have not been
outside of normal activity since the
travel alert was released.
But some students are waiting it out. Samantha Schneider, a
sophomore who planned on going
to Acapulco, said that most of her
friends who planned to vacation
in Mexico are still undecided and
considering alternative locations.
“Due to the violence, I’m reconsidering my plans for spring
break in Acapulco,” Schneider said.
“Essentially it’s up to my parents.
The group we booked it through
is heading down to Acapulco this
week and will be giving us updates
on the situation. If they sense it’s
safe, I’ll most likely go.” 

on the sidewalk. He was
alert but could not stand.
D.C. Fire and EMS were
called and transported him
to the GW Hospital.
Referred to SJS
Simple Assault
2/28/09 – 2:37 am – Thurston Hall – case closed
Two roommates got into a
verbal altercation, which
lead to pushing and grabbing. When UPD officers
arrived, it was obvious that
one of the roommates was
intoxicated. D.C. Fire and
EMS transported him to the
GW Hospital.
Referred to SJS
Threats
2/25/09 – 12:25 p.m. –
Media and Public Affairs
building – case closed
A student in class overheard
another student tell a group
of students that he would
come back and slap them.
No identifiable subjects
Unlawful Entry
2/25/09 – 3:11 a.m. – Ivory Tower – case closed
UPD officers responded to
a suspicious person in the
food court of Ivory Tower.
When officers arrived, the
individual was trying to
leave the building. Once
identified, it was apparent that he was previously
barred from campus.
Subject arrested
–Compiled by Lara Gori

ing here, but I think what we would
really appreciate is: How can you help
us that are in the public service focus?
Because we are broke,” she said, adding, “I can’t eat. I’m hungry. I’m tired
and I need help.”
Knapp said he is working to try to
lower cost burdens for GW students.
Brown, who said he was in a similar position as a graduate student, offered his sympathies.
“A lot of us have gone through similar kinds of circumstances to what you
are going through,” he said.
Several students posed questions
concerning the study abroad process.
Daniel Boehmer, a junior, asked the
panelists if there was a way to centralize
the process for receiving transfer credit
when students return from studying
abroad.
“The easiest thing to do is not study
abroad because you don’t have that issue,” Brown joked, adding “By definition there is going to be some overhead
associated with that. I think it would be
Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer
unlikely to make a computer system to
Dean of the School of Business Lawrence Singleton (left) answers a student's question at
combat that." 
the town hall meeting Monday evening in the Jack Morton Auditorium.

“

QUOTABLE

“I wasn’t thinking a whole lot. I just reacted.”
–Sociology department chair Steven Tuch, referring to his pursuit of a
woman who stole an employee's wallet in Phillips Hall on Wednesday.

Diana Kugel – Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
Justin Guiffré – Contributing Editor (jguiffre@gwhatchet.com)
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GCRs aren't all bad

editorial
Gelman should be
functional, not flashy
How many flat-screen televisions
does one school need?
Apparently, between J Street and the
lobby of Duques Hall, we don’t have
enough of these around campus yet, because the plans for the Gelman Library
first-floor renovations include an Information Hub decked out with a number
of these flat panels.
Any GW student who has ever
cracked a book open will likely argue that
Gelman needs some serious improvements. Before shipping in the flatscreens,
however, administrators should stop and
consider what the true mission of a library really is.
When most students walk into the
library, they are
either going to
be there for five
minutes or five
hours. In the
first case, the
purpose
Administrators sole
of braving the
clouds of smoke
should stop
that perpetually
and consider hover outside
the building is
what the true to either print
something out
mission of a
or to check out
required
library really is. some
reading.
Most
other
students
head over to the
library
ready
to camp out for
hours, looking
for either a quiet
place to study or
a group meeting location.
The plans for the library, which still require a considerable amount of fundraising, do address some of the pressing student needs, such as opening up the first
floor, improving the overall appearance
and adding natural light. Still, GW needs
to be wary of falling into the common trap
of putting flashiness before function.
We do not need “micro-commons,”
whatever those are. The most effective
changes would be to simply help students meet their basic studying needs.
More comfortable, quiet study space
would be actually be utilized by students
cramming for exams, while the multimedia viewing room will mostly help
students procrastinate with YouTube
videos. The library needs to be a study
refuge and we need to avoid promoting
the “Club Gelman” mentality.
That said, a modified version of these
renovations do need to happen. There is
absolutely no reason for our library to be
one of the most neglected aspects of GW.
University Librarian Jack Siggins has commendably taken it upon himself to spearhead this project, but why aren’t these
improvements a priority? If University
President Steven Knapp is so committed
to improving academics, undergraduates
should be given the functional library that
we deserve before $10 million is devoted to
planning a science center that may ultimately prove unfeasible.
The bottom line is that Gelman Library
cannot remain as archaic as it now is. But
according to Siggins, “The University does
not see this as a high enough priority to
warrant even presenting this to the Board of
Trustees.”
Well, it is a priority to the students
pulling all-nighters.

T

he other day I was sitting in
World History 038, and after a
cold trek across campus to the
Elliott School, I was less than ecstatic
about the exchange of people, plants
and animals from the Old World and
New World after Columbus landed
here. But after a surprisingly interesting lecture, my professor raised his
voice to a near yell and cut to the chase:
“This process continues today, and it is
true that almost all historical events
since 1500 were affected by Columbus
stepping foot off his boat. In this way
we are the heirs of Columbus.”
It was an eye-opening statement
that he had argued definitively. It reminded me that if World History 038
wasn’t part of my General Curriculum
Requirements I would never have taken it.
For some students, GCRs seem to
be the bane of their existence. At Monday’s Student Association town hall
meeting, more than one student stood
up to ask administrators about the
academic rigor and purpose of these

courses – one student even claiming questioned the academic level and said
his GCRs made him reconsider at- that his experiences with this course
tending college. I sympathize with had been far less than useful. My
some of the concerns.
UW20 class was the polar
The Columbian College
opposite experience. Two
has too many GCRs that
factors set GW’s UW20
inevitably lead to some
program apart from other
dumbing-down of coursaspects of our education.
es to ensure students are
First, teachers are comgraduating on time.
petitively trying to entice
Nonetheless, I had
students into signing up,
to disagree with the genmaking the subject matter
eralization of GCRs as
more interesting. Seconda bad thing. Dean Mily they get to specialize,
chael Brown of the Elensuring a teacher who is
liott School pointedly
knowledgeable about the
explained that creattopic.
ing a common basis of
I carefully read the
knowledge for students
descriptions of all UWs
is important for continuand fought to get into
JUSTIN GUIFFRE
ity. But more than that, I
the coveted “Fight Club”
CONTRUBUTING
have had some truly exUW, focused on analyzcellent GCRs that I would
ing violence in America.
EDITOR
never have signed up for
The class was interestotherwise.
ing, the professor pushed
One of the specific
us and it ended up being
classes attacked was UW20. A student more than worth the ride to the Vern

three times a week.
Come in to each class with an
open mind. I have no specific interest
in history as a career or even taking
more history classes, but I try to enter
my History 038 class realizing that the
University probably wouldn’t require
students to take it if there wasn’t something to gain. I can’t say that I’m wildly
interested every day, as with any class,
but I’m glad that I had to take it.
Some classes in college won’t be
fun or particularly challenging, students need to come to grips with that
fact. But even if you’re not inspired, it’s
no reason to consider leaving GW or
college. I was fortunate to have a history professor that could probably hold
his own against Howard Zinn, even
though it wasn’t my dream course.
I still don’t like the idea that I have
any connection to a person like Columbus, but it’s an interesting prism to
look at the world through.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in
international affairs, is The Hatchet’s
contributing opinions editor.

Wait, I thought I was here to learn?
GW needs to focus on academics, starting with Gelman

L

ast summer, when I mustered the
inner courage required to view my
first tuition bill without swooning
or breaking something,
I noticed a $50 library
donation that I didn’t
ANDREW
remember making. Being naïve however, my
initial reaction was not, “Where did this
extra charge some from?” Rather it was,
“Cool, does this mean I get my name on
the inside cover of a book?”
I was disappointed enough to learn
that I had to give a little bit more than $50
a semester to get my name on something
in Gelman. However, I was even more
disenchanted by the existence of the Voluntary Library Gift program. How can
this be necessary at a University as large
and prestigious at GW? Why does the library of a university that is self-described
in its mission statement “as a center for

intellectual inquiry and research” have
to beg for more money on top of an already rather steep tuition? To me such a
program gave the impression that the library
PAZDON had been removed as
a cornerstone of academia. If that is the case,
I didn’t get the memo.
I have always had the impression
that a substantial portion of college life
revolves around the library – a building
packed with books on every conceivable subject and sprinkled with students learning in peaceful solitude. It is
a destination location and a home away
from home. It seems natural that a college would support its library with its
full faith and credit because the library
is its backbone of academic pursuit and
knowledge. The library and academics
are the bread and butter and should be

taken care of before the fluff.
Apparently I was wrong.
It was not until I actually arrived on
campus and saw how money was spent
that I began to see that my worldview
was skewed. For the fiscal years 20092012 the University’s Capital Budget accounts for $175 million for student life,
housing and recreation and a paltry sum
of $18 million for academic and support
spending. To add insult to injury, there is
not even evidence that Gelman will receive any renovations or any capital investments from that meager $18 million.
The disparity between academic
and comfort spending figures is indefensible. I recognize that everyone likes
and wants nice residence halls and I understand the need to appeal to prospective students with fun things like ensuite bathrooms and University-funded
funtivities. But such aspirations should

be funded only after the basic infrastructure of academia is firmly cemented in
place. I should have a stellar library
p
y before I have an awesome washer/dryer
on my floor, or better yet, in my room.
For a University that masquerades as
a real estate investment trust, it should
recognize that it needs a solid base in
academia before it can move on to discretionary spending.
I am not positing that GW has lost
its credibility (well, maybe the medical
school has); the pursuit of higher learning admirably soldiers on despite a lack
of power outlets and study space in the
library. However, just because every other college in America has a library does
not mean that GW should let our own
become a backwater in favor of some
other marketable attribute.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in
international affairs.

Online is great. Personal is better.
Proposed online advising system won't fix everything

G

W is looking to implement an
The benefit of the proposed online
online advising system, but in advising system would be access to
digitizing an already impersonal simple information about major requireprocess, the University must
ments and credits withtake care not to alienate
out having to deal with
students. The problem
people on the phone. Too
with advising here is twooften, a call to the Columfold, and an online system
bian College about a credit
would only solve one of
situation will result in a
those problems.
transfer to a different deIt goes without saying
partment, which will then
that accomplishing simple
advise you speak to sometasks at GW can be very
one else, who will then redifficult. Anyone who
fer you back to the college
has tried to add a class or
again. Students would
change a grade here knows
be able to save time, not
that it is incredibly difficult
to mention frustration, if
to negotiate through the
they could see their maEVAN SCHWARTZ
bureaucracy and red tape.
triculation schedule laid
COLUMNIST
And when something
out online and not have to
comes up, whether it’s a
deal with individual demistake on a transcript or a
partments.
problem with a professor, GW students
Online advising would be a start to
simply do not have a person they can easing the advising process, but it should
count on for aid, advice and advocacy.
not replace the human contact necessary

to feel like a part of an institution.
Too often GW makes the assumption
that all of its students can fit into certain
categories. Obviously it is impractical for
such a large school to dole out personal
attention to students. We are not a small
liberal arts school that can afford to put
in that amount of time. However, there’s
no reason why students should enter
GW, either as a freshman or a transfer
student, and feel lost and alone.
Coming in as a freshman at GW, a
student may end up speaking with as
many as four different advisers before
graduation. Instead of having so many
specialized advisers, why not have another advisor who stays with you for as
long as you are within the University?
While it makes sense to have an adviser
within a particular major, it also makes
sense to have to someone familiar with
your story and your goals. There could
still be an adviser within each major for
those that have course-specific questions,
but having a mentor on a personal level

should be a priority.
The purpose of keeping one adviser
would be to establish a foothold in the
University as soon as a student arrives
on campus. Advising should not be another process here that seems cold and
impersonal. The newly launched Guide
to Personal Success Program is an excellent start, but it should be expanded
to transfer students as well – everyone
should feel like they belong to GW and
that GW belongs to them.
While an online system will be a
fantastic tool for students, there still
needs to be someone they can turn to
when they are confused or worried
about their goals. Students often criticize the lack of school spirit here, but a
more permanent advising system could
help students feel more a part of a university that at first glance can appear
quite faceless.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in
journalism and mass communication, is a
Hatchet columnist.

Letters to the editor
It still counts as
discrimination
The only thing more disgusting than
discrimination is that there are still people
who justify it. Joshua Hock’s op-ed (“The
right decision,” March 2, p. 4) defends a
policy that bans gays from serving in the
military on the grounds that cohesion will
suffer because fellow soldiers will be “perturbed” serving alongside a homosexual.
Mr. Hock implies he is qualified to
speak on the subject because he holds the
supposedly unique position of being both
Republican and homosexual. As a history
major, it is unfortunate that Mr. Hock forgets that some of the most despicable discrimination was justified based on identifying with the oppressed and claiming to
be objective.
Take for instance The National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage, a
predominately female antisuffrage group
that claimed women should not hold public office because they “will face the failure,
which is the fruit of an unnatural task.”
Women have only enhanced the political

process and surely society cringes at the
factions that developed in the early 20th
century based on claims of objectivity and
the resulting feelings of superiority.
No one should generalize a group in
favor or against something, but protecting
cohesion by fueling division is a rationale
that places Hock on the wrong side of history and dishonors Todd Belok’s service to
his country.
Jesse Regis
Sophomore

Thank your predecessors
What I find saddest about Joshua
Hock’s op-ed (“The right decision,”
March 3, p. 4) is not the premise that he
argues, but rather the way in which the
author views himself. This should not be
a partisan issue – it’s so much more. This
is an issue of self-respect.
Hock is lucky that he has grown up
in a world and a culture (wherever he
is from) where he could, from a young
age, be open about his sexuality. What is
so tragic is that he has no sense of what
brought us to this moment. Here’s a hint:
He walks safely as a gay man on campus

because gay men and lesbians did not sit
silently by as injustices and hate crimes
were perpetrated based on sexuality.
He isn’t discriminated against in
housing in D.C. because people weren’t
silent about who they live with and love.
He will never know the life of our predecessors who were fired for who they
loved or, after years of marriage without
the title, could not be with their dying
partner in their last moments. Few things
make me happier than the fact that Hock
and I, a GW alumnus, will likely never
know these challenges. Few things make
me sadder than knowing that people like
Hock don’t appreciate the progress the
LGBT community has seen over the last
50 years and how it came about.
It was in part because of protests and
demonstrations, but it was more because
of men and women who bravely lived
their lives openly and risked expulsion
from jobs, service, families and entire
communities. We in the LGBT community owe the rights we have obtained to
those who have not lived in shame, but
have lived their lives openly as themselves – exactly like Todd Belok and
countless individuals before him. We

should all strive to do the same. Indeed,
I hope that Hock can someday see that
living your life openly as yourself is not
“parading” your sexuality.
Nick Seaver
Class of 2007

Administrators should
take pay cuts
Conventional wisdom says the University should do everything it can to minimize unnecessary waste during a recession, but GW is anything but conventional.
After reading the recent article on highly
paid University administrators (“Study:
Administrators earn top dollar,” Feb. 23, p.
1), I was not shocked to hear GW administrators defend their salaries.
After all, the University of Connecticut basketball coach Jim Calhoun was repulsed at the very idea he should cut his
$1.6 million salary last week when asked
by a reporter. The state of Connecticut is
only billions in debt and thousands of people lose their jobs every day. While many
came to Jim Calhoun’s defense, just as

many came to the defense of our administrators, I think many people have forgotten
the basic principle of generosity.
While these salaries may just be another “drop in the bucket” of overall
University expenditures, every dollar
counts. Everyone around the country, not
just administrators, should be willing to
not only freeze their salaries but also take
a pay cut. The salaries these administrators hold were inflated by the prosperous
nature of our economy prior to the recession. Administrator salaries today no longer reflect a fair percentage at the end of
the day.
Why does Lou Katz need $581,642 every year? If his salary were cut by $50,000,
would his lifestyle be noticeably different?
Probably not, but with $50,000 a struggling family can send its student to GW
and greatly change their lifestyle. I am not
saying our administrators are doing a poor
job and not worthy of a competitive salary,
but I wish there was just a little more pause
for concern and thought for generosity at
the University when we are taking about
people who make over $500,000.
Andrew Blackwell
Senior
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What better way to pass judgment on the
quality of candidates for SA president than
with a face-off of taste-making proportions? Boyer and Bindelglass will go head to
head in a runoff election on March 11 and
12. They offered up their choice tracks for
your judgment this week:
Julie Bindelglass
1. We The Kings – Check Yes Juliet
2. Panic! At the Disco – When the Day
Met the Night
3. Life of Riley – Keep It Simple
4. KT Tunstall – Suddenly I See
5. Pink
k – So What
Kyle Boyer
1. Estelle feat. Kanye West – American
Boy
2.Talib Kweli – Get By
3. Nas feat. Lauryn Hill – If I Ruled the
World
4.T.I. – Whatever You Like
5. John Legend – Ordinary People

Fi Ten
Five
TenTwenty
T
A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

If you have
Dig murder mystery?
Drop $5 for a good
old-fashioned “Whodunit?” dinner, hosted
by Program Board Saturday, March 7 at 7 p.m. in the Marvin Center 307 and 308, including a cash bar. Or
catch the GW Troubadours, Sirens, Sons of
Pitch and Vibes at the A Cappella Fest the
same night at 8 p.m. in Betts Theater.

$5

If you have
Catch improv comedy’s finest, receSs,
competing in the Fighting Improv Smackdown Tournament at
SOURCE Theater on 14th Street Thursday,
March 5.Tickets are $10.

$10

If you have
Vulgar art hits
the District as
Black Lips take
the mainstage
of the Black Cat
Thursday, March 5 at 8 p.m. with their brand
of thick Southern psych-rock.

$20

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Freshman Daniel Kaufman will perform several numbers in Forbidden Planet Productions cabaret this weekend.

They call it ... XANADU
Forbidden Planet performs third annual cabaret this weekend
by Emily Katz
Hatchet Reporter
Recalling last year's Forbidden Planet Productions’ musical cabaret, junior Samantha
Dercher remembers that when the show sold
out, the company had to turn away nearly 100
people.
She said this year – which marks her directorial debut – the company added additional shows so those interested could see the
company perform the collection of music from
"Xanadu," “Wicked,” “Little Shop of Horrors”
and “Sister Act II,” among other works.
One of 10 directors, as artistic director of the
company Dercher is responsible for overseeing
the other directors and has been a member of
Forbidden Planet Productions since her freshman year. She attributes the expected large
turnout to the cast size, which includes nearly
50 performers.
“If they each invite a few friends, it’s enough
to sell out,” she said.
Dercher said preparing for the cabaret in-

cluded a lengthy audition and callback process, considering the popularity of the musicals
highlighted.
Katlyn Riley, the director for the piece from
the 1980 musical “Xanadu,” said she proposed
the song “Xanadu” because she “wanted to
pick a song that was fun and that could show
off people’s singing abilities and dance skills.”
Riley said after seeing the show on Broadway this past summer, she was attracted to the
energy of that particular song.
“I thought it would be a really good piece
that could stand by itself in a cabaret,” she said.
Riley, also a first-time director, was excited
to learn that “Xanadu” would be the final number for the cabaret.
“We had been hoping it would be last because it’s high energy. The cast has worked
so hard to make it sharp and sound and look
good. Having it be last is an extra bonus to perform it,” she said.
Though the company has performed the
cabaret for the past three years, Dercher says
this year is different for Forbidden Planet Pro-

ductions.
“There’s a lot more diversity in song. We
have songs from very popular recent musicals,
like 'Wicked' and 'Spring Awakening,' but we
also have songs from classical musicals like
'Kiss Me Kate.' "
“There’s something for everyone,” she
said.
“There’s a lot of variety, which makes it really fun,” added Riley.
Freshman Daniel Kaufman, who has a solo
in three numbers, said he was thrilled to participate and spoke to the sense of community
the experience afforded him.
He said, “I’ve been told in the past that the
theater companies have been really segregated.
There’s a lot of intermingling [between companies] right now and it’s really cool.”
Forbidden Planet Productions’ Third Annual
Musical Cabaret will be performed in the Lisner
Downstage Thursday, March 5 at 8 p.m. Friday,
March 6 at 7 p.m., 8:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. and Saturday, March 7 at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. A donation of
$5 is suggested.

Jewish literature lives
by Ani Mamourian
Hatchet Reporter
For English professor Faye Moskowitz,
putting students in contact with authors meant
bridging the connection between reader and
writer.
Moskowitz teaches Jewish Literature Live,
a new course that brings contemporary Jewish
American authors to campus.
Anya Ulinich will read from her novel
“Petropolis” this Thursday, and later in the
semester, contemporary writers Michael Chabon and Art Spiegelman will visit the course,
as well as participate in public readings for the
larger University community.
The author visits are made possible through
a $30,000 grant from GW alumnus David Bruce
Smith, who left the design of the course and the
choice of speakers up to Moskowitz.
“I was concerned that when Professor
Moskowitz decides to retire, there will be no
one teaching Jewish literature, and I was fearful of that absence,” said Smith, characterizing
his choice to fund the course this year.
Jewish Literature Live marks the second

time an English department course continually
brought in writers. According to Moskowitz,
about seven years ago, a course titled Literature Live brought local writers in to speak to
students. Moskowitz said because of the grant
for this specific course, she was able to bring
authors to the University from outside of the
D.C. area.
Though Smith said he sees the class as an
experiment, both he and Moskowitz expressed
pleasure with its progress. Jeffrey Cohen, English department chair, stressed in an e-mail
how important the study of Jewish literature is
to the department.
Moskowitz has taught Jewish literature
courses for the English department before, but
Smith’s grant allows the inclusion of one extra
word: live. After the students in the class read
a book, they formulate questions for the author,
who comes to the class to participate in a discussion of his or her work.
“The question of what it means to be Jewish
in the 21st century is a question that undergirds
the course, because we’re finding that the Jewish experience is so varied,” Moskowitz said.
She stressed the importance of determining

The
from

J

why a certain book is of specific Jewish interest,
saying that being written by a Jewish author is
not enough.
“They really want to talk about the major
themes, what major idea or emotion or event
did the author want to write about,” said
Moskowitz of her students, characterizing
these discussions as enforcing an intimate relationship between reader and writer.
“You can learn new things from reading
what the author has to say about his process
or talking with the author,” she said, highlighting the importance of allowing an author to offer their own interpretation of their
work.
Though not all of the authors who speak
to Jewish Literature Live will give public readings on campus, students look forward to this
week’s visiting author, Anya Ulinich, who will
read from her novel “Petropolis,” a satirical love
story, as well as a selection of her other writing.
“I’ve never done readings to large groups
of young people before, but I’m excited,” Ulinich said. 
Ulinich will read in the Marvin Center Third
Floor Amphitheater Thursday, March 5 at 8 p.m.
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DEBT
from p.1
The bonds were sold at 6
percent interest for a 10-year
period to undisclosed buyers,
meaning GW will pay them $12
million each year for the next
10 years to service the debt.
The University already spends
more than $51 million each
year – roughly 9 percent of its
annual operating budget – paying off debt, including interest.
Two influential credit rating services, Moody’s and
Standard & Poor ’s, confirmed
favorable ratings of GW’s
current financial situation on
Wednesday, which Katz said
helped the University’s bonds
sell quickly.
Reports from Moody’s released on Wednesday attributed their high rating – A1, the
fifth highest – to strong enrollment figures, growing philanthropic support and consistent
cash flow. Some possible detractors cited include the medical school’s probation and a

large portion of investments
concentrated in local real estate.
“Not only did the rating
agencies confirm our rating,
the market confirmed our rating by buying all of the $200
million,” Katz said.
“Investors were very excited about GWU’s credit,”
added David Lawlor, associate
vice president of finance.
Lawlor said the current
economic situation has made
it necessary to increase cash
reserves.
“You certainly never want
to wait until you need it,” Lawlor said. “Because then you’re
at the mercy of the market.”
Lawlor said the University
does not have any imminent
plans for using the money. Instead, the bond sale completes
a plan to replace a line of credit
with Bank of America, which
was terminated in November.
“We’ve
contemplated
the replacement of the flexible note program for several
months now,” he said, referring to the Bank of America
agreement. “The timing was

right from a price and demand
standpoint.”
Lawlor said $90 million of
Wednesday's bond sale would
be used to pay off the University’s outstanding debt on a line
of credit it took out last September with PNC Bank – which was
more unpredictable because of
variable interest rates.
Economics professor Anthony Yezer speculated that
the University was stockpiling
funds for new construction being planned, like the Science
and Engineering Complex.
“It’s better to borrow
cheaply today if you’re going
to be doing a lot of building,”
Yezer said. “You’re not going
to borrow this much just because you’re afraid and need
money for scholarships.”
Yezer added that the increased debt makes consistent
enrollment much more important in the future.
“We’re kind of expensive,”
Yezer said. “We are gambling
that students will still want
to come here in the future and
pay the tuition and pay the
dorm costs.” 

News

HOSPITAL
from p.1
Rita Hardy, who described
herself as a “facilitator” providing assistance to foreigners
seeking legal help, filed the
lawsuit on behalf of Apeble,
who died three days after the
fall. Apeble was an immigrant
from West Africa and had been
working to bring his 4-year-old
daughter to the United States,
Hardy said.
“When people go to a hospital, they feel that they will get
well. It’s supposed to be a safe
environment,” said Hardy, who
added that she was initially
contacted by Apeble’s uncle.
“It’s a big loss here and GW is
acting like it’s nothing.”
Hardy filed the suit for
negligence – which does not
specify a particular amount of
damages sought – last October
and the two parties began discovery for pretrial proceedings
this January.
But Mike Meier, attorney for
Apeble’s estate, said the Uni-

versity has not been forthcoming in providing the plaintiff
with documents and other information relevant to the case.
“I believe there are many
questions that GW Hospital
must answer, and they have answered none,” Meier said. “It
is something that is highly unusual that happened and there
are just no answers.”
Meier said he wants the University to answer how Apeble
– who had been in the country
since 2005 and had worked as a
pizza deliveryman and carpet
cleaner – was able to get through
a fifth-floor window that Meier
called “very sturdy.” He also
wants the University to turn
over reports compiled when the
hospital conducted an internal
investigation concluding that
no employees were at fault.
Meier filed a motion
Wednesday to force GW to provide the requested information,
but said if past behavior is any
indication, he will continue to
have difficulty obtaining answers.
“Tell us what happened.
Nobody, at least nobody on

the outside, knows what happened,” Meier said. "We have
a gentleman dead and we have
a 4-year-old child without a father. Don’t you think that they
owe us some answers?”
The primary defendant
listed in the lawsuit is District
Hospital Partners, a partnership between the University
and Universal Health Services,
the for-profit company that
operates the GW Hospital.
GW Hospital spokeswoman
Heather Oldham declined to
comment, citing a policy the
precludes her from discussing
lawsuits.
More than seven months after Apeble’s death, Hardy said
many questions remain unanswered. Apeble was admitted to
the hospital after suffering injuries in a car accident. He fell from
the fifth floor on July 19, but Hardy does not know how or why
he went outside, she said.
Hardy added one of Apeble’s friends who had visited
him in the hospital had noted
Apeble did not seem like himself in the time between his admittance and his fall. 

COMPLEX

Parsons added that he feels
the Board has been lacking in
transparency with the project.
“It has been a relatively secretive operation,” he said. “It has
been too closely held.”
But Allan From, chair of the
Board of Trustees Committee on
Student Affairs, said at a meeting
in February that the majority of
the Faculty Senate “continues to
support the advancement of the
science and engineering building.”
Vice President for Academic
Affairs Donald Lehman said the
University’s lack of space to expand means the Science and Engineering Complex is even more
necessary. He listed a number of
reasons why the complex would
be beneficial not only to the science
and engineering departments, but
the University as a whole.
“The complex will enhance
GW’s ability to recruit science,
technology, mathematics, engineering, undergraduate and
graduate students. It will provide
as a great recruitment tool to bring
world-class faculty,” he said. “It
will also support the University’s
strategic plan for academic excellence.”
“Not only is it a priority of the
University, but the growth of science and engineering is a national
priority,” Lehman said. “President
Obama urged the restoration of
science. Our faculty wants to be a
part of that to address the national
priority.”
Lehman added that the next
step is for the plans to be approved
by the Board of Trustees, which he
predicts will be in May 2010. 

from p.1
was not a go-ahead for the entire project. A good deal of the
money is expected to be devoted
to architectural planning, Knapp
said.
“The simple purpose is to
move forward on planning,” Katz
said. “Keep in mind that the Board
has not approved construction,
just planning for it. We are keeping our options open.”
Katz, who said the earliest
construction could begin would
be early 2011, called the Science
and Engineering Complex a high
priority and rejected the suggestion that renovating the current
facilities would be adequate.
“To be the University we are
and the University we want to be,
we need to leap from where we’ve
been for science and engineering,”
Katz said. Two years ago, the science center was approved as the
top priority for academic construction by the Faculty Senate.
Don Parsons, economics professor and member of the Faculty
Senate Committee on the Science
and Engineering Complex, has
been one of the most outspoken
faculty members about his concerns with the proposed building.
“As an economist, more sincerely, the objective that it is the
monolithic center or nothing at all
does not make sense. They aren’t
considering the alternatives,” Parsons said. “This is just irrational
from an economist’s perspective.”

GELMAN
from p.1
process the library needs to raise
$2 million – they have raised
$125,000.
“Its not that easy raising money,” Siggins said. “Thus far we
have not been able to find major
donors – significant donors – who
will help us.”
Siggins added that some donors have pledged to write the
Gelman Library into their wills,
but added that this “doesn’t help
the library in the short term.”
Donald Lehman, executive
vice president of Academic Affairs, said he and University administrators recognize the need
for such improvements in the library.
“From the viewpoint of the
University, our objective always
is to keep our facilities in as good
and current state as we possibly
can,” he said.
But he added that several factors must be taken into consideration to successfully implement
such a plan.
“This is an important project
for the Gelman Library but it has
to be set in the context of all the
other capital projects that have to
do with our academic programs,”
Lehman said. “Every year, hard
decisions have to be made relative to the use of our resources.”
Siggins said he has also has

developed a broader vision statement for Gelman Library that he
will present to the Board of Trustees at their retreat in June to attain
University funding. Although the
proposal will center on long-term
goals for improving the library,
the renovation of the first floor
will be at the center of his presentation.
While library administrators
hope to improve the library on a
larger scale, renovating the first
floor is a more realistic way of alleviating the library’s problems in
the short term, explained Associate University Librarian Andrea
Stewart.
“We’re taking a phase one approach to [improving the library]
and looking at what we can do
within Gelman,” she said.
To promote the project, library
administrators hope to remodel a
portion of the first floor of Gelman
sometime this spring, if they can
shore up the funds. The “microcommons” will include many of
the same features as the comprehensive remodeling project such
as personal workstations, new
software and reconfigurable furniture. The area will be open for
student and faculty use and will
also serve as an advertisement for
possible donors, Stewart said.
Because the renovations are
dependent on fundraising, Siggins said he does not know when
the project will begin or be completed. 
–Emily Cahn contributed to this
report.
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CAMPUS LIFE

Internship/Paid
Wanted: Aggressive, out-going,
go-getter, to work with Senior
Vice President at Wachovia
Securities, now Wells Fargo. Call
Bill Flannigan Senior VP 301

I need a content writer for my
business website related to IT
and biz services. Some research
work may also be needed.
Excellent writing skills and
research capability required.
Good communication. Sample
work preferred. Contact ydong@
gwmail.gwu.edu

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Thesis/Dissertation
Editor - APA Format

961-0131.

Ina Whitehead
iwhitehead55@hotmail.
com

Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.

(757) 722-4020

HOUSING

Non-GW clients pay a small fee
for online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the
first 25 words, and $.30 per
word beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our
office. An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express
and Discover, as well as cash
and check through our office.

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Suffix with social
4 Best in mental
combat
10 Some rain gear
14 Hold one’s ___
15 Time magazine’s
2007 Invention
of the Year
16 Jacques
Cousteau’s
middle name
17 See 66-Across
20 Cockpit datum
21 Bridge
declaration
22 They’re inserted
in locks
23 City on the Nile
25 See 66-Across
31 Influential Greek
physician
32 1/100 of a krone
33 Roof projection
34 Sch. with a
Providence
campus
35 See 66-Across

39 Ringo’s drummer 66 Word defined by
17-, 25-, 35-, 45son
and 58-Across
40 Plunders

1

42 Some eggs

17

Down
43 Products once
1 Seat of Allen
pitched by U2
County, Kan.
and Eminem
2 Deux : France ::
45 See 66-Across
___ : Germany
3 Technician: Abbr.
49 Basilica part
4 Artist’s
50 Riga resident
application
51 Start of Caesar’s 5 Amphetamines,
boast
e.g.
54 Texas panhandle 6 Separate the
city
wheat from the
chaff
58 See 66-Across
7 Golf club
61 Related
8 Like
62 Soldiers may be
Beethoven’s
on it
Sixth Symphony
63 Abbr. in French
9 Place to start a
mail
hole
64 TV heroine who 10 News
Corporation
wielded a
acquisition of
chakram as a
2005
weapon
11 New Balance
65 Sixth graders,
competitor
e.g.
12 Business
honchos
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
13 I.R.S. data: Abbr.
NT A I GE AR T S OON U T L V
N SA UD RA E 18 In harmony
FE UR RN OO R H H A E NH E E S O UX SE EN D 19 Tag info
LM EA E I RD YM A S RW I I AT N A SL UA NN G 23 Greek restaurant
P LE EG TG S E N D O T OG NO AT SH PE RR EE E
offering
I NH NE KR ES E P E R 24 Logical
NM AE T L E
SH EE TA SR T R E E N V
S EE NA CB E D
introduction?
AA CL HT S S T P A T I AR S M SR TL PE AE T 25 Captain of
YL OE U I M U T S I T E B GE A J MO EK I I N GG O
industry
2
TN AS OA S 26 Out
OO LC MC AU NR S L E OD RE ER
K I B I N T A Z B S O AT W NE I D NY GS S 27 Hole-making tool
2
J U A NN AP I E F R O NE S I T ND O
28 Shadow remover
I E DM I M DA N P T E H E E L A R E T LH YA ST E E 2 29 Duck
DL I I OA RM H C O H A I X L DO SA TT OE YS S 30 Mice might elicit
EL SA T Z AE E H L A S V E E NO N I E LA EL S 2
them
SO HK AE GD R E B E E D T AP E MS OK RY E 31 Wise guy

2

3

4

14

5

6

7

8

No. 0129
9

15

11

12

13

16

18

19

20

21
22
25

23

26

24

27

31

28

32

34

35

40

41

45

36

38

42

43

46

52

29

30

33

37

47

49
51

10

44

48

54

55

58

59

61

62

63

64

65

66

56

57

60

Puzzle by Barry C. Silk

36 Pet sounds

46 Crude letters?
47 “Get Shorty”
novelist ___
Leonard
48 George who
38 Cold northerly
directed “Miracle
winds of
on 34th Street”
southern France
51
Big
film shower
41 Endurance
52
Salad
veggie
44 “___ down!”
(“Drop the gun!”) 53 Q ___ queen
37 The Swiss
Guards guard
him

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

39

50

53

Free Classifieds!

54 Chip without
dip?
55 An arm or a leg
56 ___ Linda, Calif.
57 Humdinger
59 Fitting
60 66-Across topic

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?
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Women welcome challenge of A-10 tournament
GW forced to
play rare firstround game
by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer
This season has been full
of firsts for the GW women’s
basketball team. The Colonials
played their first season under
head coach Mike Bozeman, which
meant they played their first season since 1989 without former
head coach Joe McKeown. Freshmen Tara Booker and Tiana Myers
became backcourt starters in their
first season with GW as a result
of the Colonials playing their first
season in four years without Kimberly Beck.
Given that list, perhaps it
isn’t surprising that the Colonials
will be facing another first when
they tip off against Rhode Island
Friday in the Atlantic 10 Tournament. GW finished outside of
fourth place in the A-10 this season for the first time in 23 years
and as a result, the Colonials will
be playing in their first first-round
game of the conference tournament since 1986.
For senior Antelia Parrish,
who transferred to GW before her
junior season, being the fifth seed
in the tournament feels different,
but not necessarily bad.
“I think it has a different feel,”
she said. “This is a different team,
you know, different kind of swagger to this team. As opposed to
last year we were kind of the team
that everybody was gunning for.
This year we’re kind of the underdogs.”
As to which role she prefers,

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

The GW women's basketball team gets ready for a game earlier this season. The Colonials will be the fifth seed in this weekend's
Atlantic 10 championships and play in the tournament's first round for the first time in 23 years.
Parrish said that not being the
top dog doesn’t matter to her and
that GW’s position this year might
even allow them to sneak up on
some of its opponents.
“It really doesn’t matter either way,” she said. “You gotta

come in there and you gotta win
every game. I think the difference is, this year and being the
underdog, is that a lot of people
are gonna be sleeping on us, so I
think it gives us a lot more momentum.”

As familiar as postseason play
is to GW’s upperclassmen, the
Colonials’ freshmen will face a
daunting task living up to the success of previous teams. GW hasn’t
failed to make the NCAA tournament since 2002, and if the team

hopes to avoid adding another
shortcoming to its list of recent
firsts, Booker, Myers and the rest
of the young Colonials will have
to step up.
“I feel like there’s pressure felt
by the entire team, but coach has

BBALL

W. lacrosse loses

from p. 1

Colonial comeback comes up short
by Vyomika Jairam
Hatchet Staff Writer
With just under five minutes
left to play in Wednesday’s women’s lacrosse game against George
Mason, GW head coach Tara Hannaford thought her team might just
win their first game of the season.
Having lost their first four games
of the season and down 12-5 with
less than 20 minutes to play, the
team scored six unanswered goals
to bring the Patriots’ lead down to
one.
But it wasn’t enough, as the
Colonials failed to score the rest of
the game, ultimately falling 16-11.
“I was really going, ‘I think
we’re going to win this one!’ ”
Hannaford said after the game.
“There was just one last score that
didn’t go in and if that had, I think
we really would have.”
Instead, the Patriots reeled
off a four-goal run to win. At
one point, everything was in the
Colonials’ (0-5) favor: The team
was landing passes and found
the back of the net six times in 15
minutes. They successfully defended two George Mason penalty shots, but later lapses on the
defensive side sealed GW’s loss.
Hannaford discussed getting the team to a higher level of
productivity, a sentiment that her
players echoed.
“We’ve talked about how
we’ve got to play the full 60 minutes,” senior midfielder Katherine
Sampson, who scored three goals,
said. “We start out strong, but then

fall behind.”
Hannaford said she believes
her team is playing well for about
50 minutes of their hour-long contests and would like to see better
communication and organization
defensively to break up big runs
from the opposing team, such as
George Mason’s flurry of scoring
to close Wednesday’s game.
Freshman attack Kristina
Beese, whose two goals helped
fuel the Colonials’ comeback bid,
said she thought the team’s play
was improved from past losing
efforts. Hannaford said she saw
the same thing from her team
Wednesday.
“We’ve been [down by a lot]
before, and today was the first time
that the girls didn’t get frazzled or
panicky,” Hannaford said. “You
could see that they felt they were
the better team, and they played
more confidently.”
In addition to working with
the defense to prevent the midgame lapses that have plagued GW
this season, Hannaford would like
to her team improve their patience
and composure late in games.
Down the stretch of Wednesday’s loss, Sampson said, the
Colonials were teeming with excitement at the prospect of putting their first win of 2009 in the
books.
“We were so close and we
were all really psyched,” Sampson
said of the surge that left them one
goal down with three minutes to
play. “We really, really wanted it,
but then it fell apart again.” 

the utmost confidence in all of us
freshmen and he definitely makes
it noticeable,” Booker said. “He
tells us all the time so we know,
we stay confident, we don’t really
get nervous anymore.”
Booker also said that any nervousness she feels now will only
translate into positive things on
the court.
“It’s nervous excitement,” she
said. “It’s good excitement. It’s
always good to have a little bit of
nerves when you go out on the
court.”
If Bozeman has any nerves of
his own as he approaches his first
trip to the conference tournament,
he didn’t show it at his team’s
practice Wednesday, leaning
against the scorer’s table while his
assistants ran practice. He said after practice that if his team is to go
deep in the tournament, it will be
the little things that will get them
there.
“We need to get the gritty rebound, we need to get the gritty
defensive stop, we need to have
a steady flow offensively. So we
need to do the dirty work,” Bozeman said. “Along with some of
the beauty of basketball, which is
the movement of the basketball,
hitting shots, those regular things.
I’m confident we’ll do those
things. It’s the gritty stuff we need
to do.”
Despite the fact that GW is
playing in a first round game for
the first time in many of his players’ lives, Bozeman said he liked
his team’s chances.
“We approach it where we’re
trying to maximize our potential
the same way you would going
into it no matter what the seeding
is,” he said. “This tournament, to
me, is up for grabs … Why can’t
we grab it?” 

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

Junior Taylor Donohue is defended by a George Mason player in Wednesday's 16-11 loss.
Donohue had the fifth of six straight GW goals that cut the Patriots' lead to one.

Head coach Karl Hobbs, whose job
may be tied to making the tournament,
was in no mood to talk after the game,
giving terse answers to questions from the
media. The same can not be said for the
Minutemen, who cracked jokes after the
game and appeared to be visibly relieved.
“We were not leaving tonight without
a win,” senior UMass center Luke Bonner
said.
From the beginning, UMass players pressured GW on defense, recalling
Hobbs’ former teams in the way they
pressured the ball. The Colonials adjusted
to the aggressiveness, taking a six-point
lead into the second half, but exerted perhaps too much energy in the process. By
the end, Diggs – who scored 22 points and
grabbed nine rebounds – looked tired and
had trouble establishing position against
Bonner. When Diggs stopped producing,
so did the rest of GW’s offense.
Hobbs credited UMass’ experienced
guards for “completely” outplaying their
counterparts. Johnny Lee, Travis King and
Tony Taylor – GW’s triumvirate of point
guards – combined to score seven points,
while turning the ball over six times, to go
along with six assists.
As Diggs alluded to, UMass’ three-point
shooting first got them back into the game,
then helped them pull away. While GW
made just three of 14 attempts, the Colonials
allowed 12 UMass makes on 29 tries.
Both Diggs and Hobbs, perhaps facing their last game at GW, said they would
not approach Saturday’s must-win 7 p.m.
matchup any differently than other games,
though Hobbs asserted so fervently, while
Diggs paused before answering.
Whether it is beneficial to play desperately is debatable, but there is no question
as to the significance of Saturday’s game,
whether the team’s coaches and players
are willing to admit it or not. 

