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Painkillers
stolen from
local CVS

Economy
delays SEC
fundraising

REGATTAREADY

by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
Two men believed to be in their early 20s
stole more than 600 painkillers from a Foggy
Bottom drug store Sunday evening, according
to a Metropolitan Police Department report.
The suspects took 642 hydrocodone pills
from the CVS on 21st and E streets, according
to the report. Hydrocodone, which is sold as a
prescription pain reliever and cough suppressant, is the main ingredient in other drugs such
as Vicodin.
A store employee reported seeing one man
behind the pharmacy counter at about 9:45 p.m.,
after the pharmacy had closed. She escorted him
out, but he re-entered the area through another
door when she turned her back, according to the
police report. The second man acted as a lookout, University Police Chief Dolores Stafford
said. It is unknown how the suspect initially
entered the area, though MPD is reviewing surveillance video of the store.
The first suspect concealed three pill bottles
of generic hyrdocodone in his jacket and left the
store with the second man, according to the report. Both were described as white males wearing shorts and blue jackets.
MPD took fingerprints from the scene and
advised CVS to report the theft to the Drug
Enforcement Administration, the report states.
Barbara Wetherell, a spokeswoman for the DEA,
said that although her office does not comment
on investigations, CVS is required to register the
hydrocodone with the DEA as part of the Controlled Substances Act. Both the manager of the
store and the director of public relations for CVS
declined to comment.
Hydrocodone is the most abused prescription drug by teenagers, Wetherell said, adding
that the number of stolen pills was not indicative of motive.
“It could be for personal use or it could be
for reselling,” Wetherell said. “There is a big demand among teens and young adults.”
No arrests have been made so far, according to a spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney's
office. 

Admins say science
complex still on schedule
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Varsity rowers, senior Will Lee and junior Dominic Abruzzese, prepare for the George
Washington Invitational regatta this weekend.

The University has delayed launching a
formal fundraising campaign for the proposed
$300 million Science and Engineering Complex
due to the ailing economy, a senior administrator said this week.
Vice President for Advancement Laurel Price
Jones said the University is accepting donations
for the complex, but her office will not launch
a formal campaign until a survey can be completed to help GW determine a realistic goal for
donations.
“Before you launch a campaign for a project
as big as this one, you set a fundraising goal,”
Price Jones said. “In order to do that, you do a
feasibility study. That is a study that involves
hundreds of people and asks about the importance of the project.”
Price Jones said the feasibility study asks
about a particular project’s relative importance
in the prospective donor ’s life to gauge the potential level of donations.
“This is not the best time to be asking those
questions, so until we see some turnaround in
the economy, we won’t be setting a goal,” Price
Jones said.
Since the outlook on the economy has begun
to improve, Price Jones said that the study could
begin within a couple of months. When asked if
the stalled campaign could affect the project’s
construction timeline, Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz said he did not expect
it to.
“[Price Jones] and [Executive Vice President]
Don Lehman and myself are putting together an
overall timeline to sequence the project,” Katz
said. “We were looking at the end dates before. We
haven’t put together what’s going to happen first.”
See SEC, p. 8

SMPA director resigns after 3 years Joke debate
mocks
stereotypes
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor

The director of the School of Media and
Public Affairs, Lee Huebner, resigned this
week, citing “very demanding” administrative duties and a desire to focus more on
teaching.
Huebner, who took over the director position three years ago, was formerly the publisher and CEO of the International Herald
Tribune.
“This was a difficult decision, and I have
made it with mixed emotions,” Huebner wrote
in a letter posted on the SMPA Web site.
No successor was named in the resignation letter. Huebner said in an interview that
the SMPA faculty would make a recommendation to Columbian College of Arts and Sciences Dean Peg Barratt, who will make the
appointment.
Before Huebner was hired in summer 2006,
the SMPA had gone nearly five years without

Hatchet file

a permanent director and instead had a series
of interim directors, including current SMPA
professor Steven Livingston.
“Being director is fascinating and exciting and satisfying, but it’s a very full year,”
Huebner said. “Whereas most teaching positions are nine months long, being director is a
full year and weekends and vacations. There

is a lot to be done.”
Huebner said he was proud of SMPA’s new
media classes and resources and the faculty
development that occurred under his leadership.
“Almost half the classes we are offering
this year are taught by faculty members who
were not here when I came to GW,” Huebner
said, adding that in addition to a slew of parttime professors, five new full-time faculty
members have been hired since he became director.
The Wisconsin native is known as a passionate and friendly face in the department,
sending personal e-mails to SMPA students
and teaching a course that brings about 20
students to Paris each spring break.
Before joining the SMPA, Huebner taught
journalism and communications studies at
Northwestern University. In addition to his position at the International Herald Tribune, he
See HUEBNER, p. 8

DCSnacks launches alcohol delivery
Bacardi, Smirnoff and
Dom Perignon now on
the menuby Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
Students who are too busy to hit the liquor store
this weekend have a new way to supply their nighttime festivities without even leaving their residence
hall.
Smirnoff, Bacardi and even Dom Perignon are
now only a phone call away since the popular online snack food delivery service DCSnacks added a
liquor and wine delivery service to supplement their
popular late-night food options two weeks ago.
DCSnacks President Matthew Mandell said
customers have been asking for a few years to see
liquor and wine as delivery options.
“We did a survey and customers said our menu
was missing beer, wine and liquor, that was the
highest rated items that they wanted,” Mandell
said.
With items varying from an $18 bottle of Bacardi to a $318 bottle of Louis Roederer Cristal Champagne, the Web site offers more than 100 different
options for wine and liquor, and they are working
on adding a beer selection.
A week after introducing the service, Mandell
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by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Staff Writer
Leaders of the College Republicans and
the College Democrats engaged in the ultimate political jousting match Monday, temporarily switching roles to trade satirical jabs
about party stereotypes in the Marvin Center.
Dressed as a “Democrat,” CR Chairman
Brand Kroeger wore a pink- and white-striped
shirt, neon green blazer, Ugg boots and aviators, with a rainbow flag draped over his
shoulders. The “Republican,” CD President
Cory Struble, carried an American flag and
wore a navy tie, checkered blazer, red suspenders, topsiders and a flag lapel pin.
Students dressed as Anderson Cooper and
Campbell “No Bias, No Bull” Brown moderated the event in front of about 275 students
in the Marvin Center Amphitheater. The event
was sponsored by the Political Satire Living
and Learning Community, which is in its second year at GW.
“It was hysterical and all in good fun,”
said sophomore Michael Komo, a member of
the LLC who played Cooper. “We need to be
able to laugh at ourselves.”
Kroeger, who had an intentional lisp for
the evening, played a flamboyant man with a
deep love for Barney Frank, “vegan hippies”
and fighting for animal rights.
“Barney Frank is a whole lot of man,”
Kroeger said. “He could bail my bank out any
time he wants.”
Struble, who affected a Southern accent for
the night, expressed his love for Ann Coulter
and fighting for abstinence and against global
warming.
When asked to name his favorite member
of the U.S. Senate, Struble said, “Larry Craig,
because of his wide stance on the issues. We’ll
miss him in the Senate.”
Playing into political stereotypes, Kroeger
apologized for not showering in a few weeks,
but promised to bathe “in the next couple
of days.” Struble described his ideal date as
eating “chicken fried steak with gravy while
watching ‘Hannity’s America.’ ”
When Kroeger promoted a “spread the
wealth around” position on taxes, Struble described the Republican budget as “17 pages
See SATIRE, p. 8
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Thursday
HIGH 64 | LOW 48

NATO AT 60
A French ambassador and
military representative will
discuss the challenges
NATO faces as it celebrates
its 60th anniversary.
1957 E Street, Room 412
12:30 p.m.

Friday
HIGH 62 | LOW 51
CLASS COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Vote for your class activities representatives at
my.gwu.edu/mod/elections.
Polls close at midnight.

Saturday
HIGH 55 | LOW 40
BHANGRA ON THE BLOCK
Play carnival games and
participate in Bhangra
dance challenges while
eating free food to celebrate the Bhangra Blowout
competition.
University Yard
1 p.m.
BHANGRA BLOWOUT
South Asian dance troops
from across the U.S. compete in a Bhangra dance
competition. Tickets are
$23 to $45.
DAR Constitution Hall
6 p.m.

Sunday
HIGH 55 | LOW 38
OLD RAG DAY HIKE
Hike the Shenandoah
mountains with GW
TRAiLS. The trip costs $25.
8:30 a.m.

More than $2,000
and laptop stolen
from Pita Pit
The Pita Pit in the basement
of Ivory Tower was robbed for
the second time in three months
last weekend when the store was
broken into and more than $2,000
was stolen, according to a Metropolitan Police Department report.
In addition to the money, a
Toshiba laptop was also taken
from the sandwich venue overnight on April 3, the report
states.
When employees arrived on
the morning of April 3, they noticed the store’s front gate was
slightly open, according to the
report. There was also apparent
damage to the ceiling, an office
door and a filing cabinet. The laptop was taken from the counter
and the money was stolen from
the file cabinet.
In February, $5,000 was stolen overnight and Pita Pit owner
Daniel Corno said he saw the
alleged robbers dressed in ski
masks on a surveillance video.
It is unclear if the thieves from
April 3 were caught on tape.
Corno and University Police
Chief Dolores Stafford were unavailable for comment Wednesday.
–Alex Byers

Correction
In the photo for the story
"GW gives full rides to 9 D.C.
students" (April 6, p. A3), The
Hatchet misidentified award
recipient Dana Hudson as Jasmin Cook.

Clarification
In "Women's studies professor takes revenge" (April 6,
p. B1), The Hatchet incorrectly
stated that professor Bonnie
Morris grew up when "women's studies programs did
not exist." Women's studies
courses started taking hold in
colleges in the late 1960s, when
Morris was entering the third
grade.
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Extra: SA chooses committee chairs
 Courtside: Basketball recruits named to All-Met teams
 Video: Students participate in blood drive >>

SNAPSHOT

Sorority
recruitment now
limited to campus

Bungee Battle

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Law students Jay Ramsey and Jeremy Abbott compete to reach Velcro tags before being
pulled back by bungee cords at Dean's Jeans Day barbecue Tuesday in University Yard.

SmartBike bike-sharing program to add more stations
The District’s bike-sharing
system could undergo a substantial expansion as soon as this
summer with the addition of almost 100 new stations, a city official said this week.
SmartBike, the system that
allows members to rent bikes for
up to three hours at a time from
10 automated stations across the
District, has grown in popularity
since its creation last summer and
now boasts more than 1,000 participants. A proposed expansion
will add 90 new locations across
D.C., placing new locations in
Anacostia, Georgetown, Capitol
Hill and Adams Morgan, among
others. There is already a location
in front of the GW Hospital.
Chris Holden, a bike program specialist for the District
Department of Transportation,
said that the expansion – which
could begin as soon as this summer – is a direct result of the pro-

gram’s initial success.
“It’s wildly successful, both
with the 10 locations we have,
but then also people are requesting them in other parts of the
city,” he said, adding that the
first 10 locations were built as
something of a trial to gauge the
success of the program. When it
became clear that SmartBike was
a hit after only a few months,
Holden said expansion discussions began immediately.
Paul DeMaio, founder of
Metrobike LLC, a company that
specializes in consulting for bikesharing systems, said that the
SmartBike’s expansion will make
the system more useful for more
District residents.
“They’re not extremely useful unless you live or work near
those locations,” DeMaio said of
the current SmartBike stations.
“Just like riding a bus or taking
the subway, the more stations

there are, the more destinations
that the service is servicing, the
more useful the program will
be.”
The largest challenge officials will face is how to deal with
the program’s popularity, Holden said. Users of similar systems
in Europe often find stations
without any bikes to rent, or
stations with no parking spots
available for drop off. Holden
said that while the District’s
relatively small service has not
encountered this problem much,
the new locations would be constructed close enough together
that if one station was empty or
full, another station would not
be far away.
Holden said the DDOT
hopes to begin construction on
the stations this summer, but that
it might take up to two years to
install all 90 units.
–Louis Nelson

Beginning next fall the Panhellenic Association will no longer allow sororities to hold recruitment
activities off campus, organization
president Sarah Sutton said.
Previously, sororities had the option to host their "preference nights"
– invite-only events where rushes
decide whether or not they wish to
join a specific sorority – at a number
of area restaurants and hotels.
Recent changes by the National
Panhellenic Association to make
the recruitment process fairer to all
sororities have driven GW chapters
to reconsider the locations of these
events.
“The whole ‘no frills’ idea really levels the playing field for each
chapter,” said Sutton, a junior. “It
makes preference night more about
the bonds you form and the conversations you have rather than the aesthetic level.”
Dean Harwood, director of
Greek Life, said he is in full support
of the upcoming modifications.
“The changes to Panhellenic
formal recruitment process for the
fall are designed to improve the
process,” Harwood said. “I am confident that these improvements benefit all involved.”
Another driving force behind
the change has been safety issues.
Last fall during the rush process, a
prospective member passed out and
was taken to a nearby hospital.
With all preference nights held
on campus, the events will be under
UPD jurisdiction and any health issues will be taken care of at the GW
Hospital, Sutton said.
Sorority members also questioned the costliness of hosting such
events. Sutton said chapters spend
between $800 and $4,000 on preference nights.
Next fall, GW’s 10 sororities will
rank 14 choices of venues on campus to hold their preference nights.
These include the Marvin Center, E
Street Terrace and Post Hall on the
Mount Vernon Campus.
To make the assignment process
fair, these preferences will be entered
into a computer program equipped
with an algorithm to blindly designate the rooms.
–Julie Bailey
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Albright calls for action on genocide
U.S. hasn't backed
up rhetoric, says
former diplomat
by Lucy McCalmont
Hatchet Reporter
The United States has failed to
back up its strong anti-genocide
rhetoric with action, former U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright told a packed Elliott School
auditorium Tuesday evening.
The discussion, which focused
on how to prevent genocide, was
the inaugural event of the Elliott
School of International Affairs’
Banneville Forum.
Albright, who served as the first
female secretary of state from 1997
until 2001, co-chaired a task force
on genocide prevention with former Secretary of Defense William
Cohen, and discussed their findings

with Tuesday night’s audience. She
emphasized that prevention needs
to be a top priority and outlined a
plan to prevent humanitarian crises, including strong partnerships
to “accomplish more at less costs.”
“Stopping genocide is everybody’s business and we must be in
that business, all of us together, and
it has to really work in order for it to
succeed,” Albright said.
“I think people don’t know
what to do at this point,” Albright
continued. “We have our forces
all over the place, therefore we are
over-stretched. I believe we should
be doing more.”
The discussion marked Albright’s
second appearance of the year at GW.
She previously came to campus in
September with four other former
secretaries of state to discuss what the
new president’s foreign policy priorities should look like.
One way to prevent genocide,
Albright said, is to understand
each situation and acknowledge
a “kindling crisis.” Albright said

So many videos
So little time.
media.gwhatchet.com

that warning signs do not fit into a
pattern and that conflict can arise
from a number of situations, such
as a lack of central government in
Somalia or the presence of an oppressive government, as is the case
in Burma.
“Sometimes we may see a fire
starting and still have few realistic
ways to douse the flames, but often
we can act in time if we have the
knowledge and will to do so,” she
said.
Director of the Elliott School’s
graduate program, Ambassador
Karl Inderfurth, moderated the discussion. Inderfurth, who previously
worked under Albright at the United Nations as well as the State Department, asked Albright if bipartisan cooperation can be achieved.
“I do think that of all the issues
where it is possible to develop some
bipartisan support, [preventing
genocide] is one of them,” Albright
replied.
Albright also recognized the role
of American college and university

students in raising awareness on
genocide, but said that the interest
has declined as the conditions have
not improved.
“The whole ‘Save Darfur’ movement began with college students,”
Albright said. “I think that, if I
might say so, there was great deal
more excitement about it earlier. I
think that there is Darfur fatigue or
something, and that there is a sense
because not enough has happened,
that ‘let’s turn to something else.’ ”
She added, “I think that we
have to stay focused on this despite
that there are other terrible things
going on.”
Many audience members were
thrilled to join in a discussion with
Albright, who comes with such
unparalleled foreign policy experience.
“She’s been at the center of so
many political events of the past
decade, so it’s a treat and honor to
hear directly from her, what’s she’s
got to say about the world,” alumna
Molly Bauch said. 

Simone Freeman/Hatchet photographer

Former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
speaks at the Elliott School Tuesday evening.
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“If this were true, you would hear explosions all
over this campus every single night.”
–Sexpert Jay Friedman, explaining why "blue balls" are only a myth.
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Give us some
credit(s)

editorial
SMPA's schism
We often like to think that Foggy Bottom is the center of the world. While this
isn’t always the case, Washington D.C.
does happen to be a journalistic Mecca.
As such, GW's journalism program
should be leading the pack when it comes
to producing the next generation of reporters and editors – and currently, it simply
isn’t. There is no reason why we should not
have a premier institution; for that to happen the School of Media and Public Affairs
needs to redefine its grand-scale vision.
Earlier this week, SMPA Director Lee
Huebner tendered his resignation after a
short three years at GW, citing too many
administrative duties as a reason for leaving. Whether this is a good or bad thing
for the school remains to be seen, but the
next director needs have strong leadership
and be able to buoy our journalism program to where it rightfully belongs.
The problem is that SMPA is currently
divided into two camps: former and current journalists teaching straight journalism and others who are more supportive
of the school's political communications
program. There is no way to optimize
both of these facets at the same time.
The solution is to separate political
communication from SMPA once and for
all by integrating it into the political science department. That would leave SMPA
as a journalism school, free to pursue cutting-edge journalistic endeavors without
marginalizing the other half of its identity.
Most of the top journalism undergraduate
schools in the country are called a “School
of Journalism,” not a School of Media and
Public Affairs or anything else of the sort.
This rather radical division will only
work if the new journalism program is
headed by a seasoned journalist. There are
plenty of academic fields where a strong
background in academia is the best qualification, but journalism is a hands-on field,
and practice must be stressed over theory.
SMPA is not a school in crisis, but
it simply is not where it should – and
must – be if it is to become a true asset to
GW. The school has a lot of things going
for it; the impressive building, the motivated students and the optimal location
should make it easy to rise through the
ranks under strong leadership, provided
it clearly defines its ambitions early on.
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Life after reduced GCRs
Colleen Psomas

Students will not abuse
GCR freedom

I

hate math and science. I always have and
I’m fairly sure I always will. So even though
I will not benefit from the reduced General
Curriculum Requirements (and neither will you,
unfortunately, prospective freshmen included),
I was thrilled to hear that the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences will no longer be forcing its right-brained
students to struggle
through three science and two math
courses.
Slashing
GCR
requirements nearly
by half, from 44 to 24
credit hours, gives
CCAS the chance to
completely redefine
what it means to get
a liberal arts education at GW. But in
giving students the
freedom to choose
seven extra classDIANA KUGEL
es for themselves,
OPINIONS EDITOR
chances are that
both the dean that
signs off on diplomas and the parents
that sign off on the tuition checks are getting a
little nervous. After all, what could be scarier
than letting college students actually pick what
they want to study?
The question is no longer: “How do we make
sure the students get a rounded education?” but
rather “How do we make sure they don’t waste
all these extra credits?”
Yes, there is the chance that students would
use the 20 newly freed credits to take completely
random classes, but would that really be so bad?
Let’s face it – there are two types of students in
the Columbian College: the ones that need to
know the material they are covering (try taking
the MCAT without paying attention in chemistry class), and the ones that are biding their time
until graduate school, law school or a job with a
health care plan comes along.
With the former group, there is little danger
that they will opt out of the classes they need to

take, and the 24 credits of remaining GCRs will
still expose them to the other side of the academic aisle. As for the latter group, how many English and history majors will actually be using the
knowledge they gained in their majors? Apart
from the small percentage of graduates that go
into research and academia, the majority of humanities students benefit most not from the content they are studying, but from learning how to
think critically and write succinctly.
So if students are fulfilling their 24 GCR credits along with their major requirements, faculty
and parents alike should not concern themselves
too much with what students choose to do with
these extra seven classes, which may prove just
as helpful as the required classes in shaping the
way a student thinks. The truth is often that the
classes where you learn the most are not the
ones that let you check off a requirement, but
the ones that you really want to take. The two
best classes I took at GW were my creative writing courses. They taught me to think in a way
completely separate from my psychology major,
and yet they fulfilled zero major, minor or GCR
requirements.
It would be easy – and tempting – to institute some other program or requirements to take
place of the trimmed GCRs, but please, have a
little faith in the next generation of students.

You can lead a student to knowledge, but you
can’t make them learn. Instead, let them chase
after what it is that excites and intrigues them,
without referencing a requirements checklist. If
that means that a chemistry major wants to take
African politics, or a sociology major signs up
for a photography class, great. And if a student
chooses to spent their considerable tuition dollars on the easiest classes GW has to offer, well,
that too is their prerogative.
However, I am fairly confident that most GW
students would not opt for that route. Say what
you will about GW, most of the students here
are intelligent, ambitious and curious (even if it
doesn’t always seem that way). A friend recently
asked me if I ever get a shiver of excitement as
I look through the available courses and come
across something really interesting – and I’m
sure I’m not the only one that knows what she
means.
Sadly, I haven’t had the chance to take as
many of those courses as I would have liked,
because many fall outside of any of my set “requirements.” Give the next generation of Colonials a chance to prove that they would not abuse
the freedom to study what excites them, I highly
doubt they will disappoint you.
–The writer, a senior majoring in psychology, is The
Hatchet’s opinions editor.

Ballots and bullets

Students are not dollar signs

D.C. must reject Voting Rights Act with gun amendment

Keep GW admissions need-blind

I

f Sen. John Ensign, R-Nev., has his way, District of decide after the bill clears Congress – but assuming
Columbia license plates may exchange the slogan the constitutionality of the bill, it is made unaccept“Taxation Without Representation”
able by the gun amendment. If D.C.
to “Representation Without Power.”
begins its existence as a voting entity
While D.C. plates have long carby curtailing the autonomy of local
ried the old Revolutionary War motto
government, it opens the door for the
to protest the District’s lack of voting
Congressional abuses a voting reprerepresentation in Congress, these past
sentative is supposed to prevent.
months under the Obama adminisSupporters of the amendment and
tration mark the closest D.C. has ever
Ensign himself in a Washington Post
come to gaining a vote in the House.
op-ed accused detractors denying
The Senate passed the D.C. Voting
citizens’ Second Amendment rights
Rights Act in late February, clearing the
and being afraid that the amendment
way for a vote in the House that many
would have widespread support.
activists believed would be a mere
Those against the gun amendment
formality. Enter Ensign and the gun
have accused Ensign of spreading a
amendment that has stalled the D.C.
pro-gun agenda on behalf of the NaVoting Rights Act in its tracks.
tional Rifle Association.
Ensign’s amendment to the bill
Both sides miss the point. It is
CLAIRE AUTRUONG
significantly undoes many of the D.C.
not a gun control bill – it’s a voting
City Council’s gun control provisions,
rights bill. People should be against
COLUMNIST
including safe storage laws, registrathe amendment because it fouls up
tion requirements and background
the voting rights question with the
check frequency for gun owners. It also
highly emotional gun control quessignificantly limits D.C. government’s ability to legis- tion, and Ensign and his supporters should not dislate future firearms laws.
miss criticism of the amendment as the whining of
Under no circumstances should District residents gun control activists.
accept a D.C. Voting Rights Act with the gun amendShould the constitutionality of D.C.’s gun laws
ment attached to it. What is the point of gaining a vot- be examined? Absolutely. Should Ensign continue to
ing representative at the cost of being able to legislate promote the important issue of Second Amendment
D.C.’s own gun laws?
rights? Yes. But not in this manner. There is no reason
There are two entirely separate questions at issue to muddy the waters of the voting act in this fashion.
here. The first is whether D.C. should have a vote in
If nonvoting Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C.,
Congress. The second, entirely unrelated question is fails in her ongoing bid to prevent the amendment
whether D.C.’s local gun laws are in compliance with from being placed on the House bill, District residents
the Second Amendment and the Supreme Court’s Dis- should refuse to bite the bullet and accept this half
trict of Columbia v. Heller ruling that struck down the measure.
District’s handgun law. Tying the two questions togethGaining a vote is important, but not at the cost of
er in one bill is absurd and a disservice to both issues.
allowing Congress to continue to tread on us.
The main argument against D.C.’s right to a vote
–The writer, a senior majoring in history, was The
involves constitutionality – a matter for the courts to
Hatchet’s fall 2008 opinions editor.

R

emember when, instead of term paper due taking a higher quantity of students, forgoing our “sedates, it was your college application deadlines lective” reputation. I reasoned that some applicants
looming over you? Though you filled out all the may overlook GW because of its steep tuition, so acforms with the correct information, attached eloquent cepting more students will increase the chances that
personal essays and even included copies of your many will actually attend the next fall.
work featured in the high school literary magazine,
Thankfully, this is not yet the case, as a recent
could you ever truly shake the feeling
Hatchet article “Admissions steady in
that to colleges, you were merely anrocky times” (April 2, p.1) reports that
other number?
this year’s “total selectivity remained
LYNDSEY WAJERT
Well, according to a recent New
almost unchanged at 37 percent.” GW
York Times article, some colleges have
seems – so far – financially capable of
COLUMNIST
confessed that they do see applicants
maintaining its level of acceptance,
as numbers. But instead of focusing
and our status as a need-blind instituprimarily on GPAs and SAT scores,
tion means that the fiscal circumstancthe current economic situation is unfortunately forcing es of the 19,500 applicants were not factors in the adsome colleges to look at applicants as dollar signs.
mission process. The article also stated that “Despite
The March 30 article titled “Paying in Full as Ticket increased applications for aid … the University has
into College” states that “facing fallen endowments not changed its need-blind admission policy.” This
and needier students, many colleges are looking more suggests that the incoming class of 2013 will likely be
favorably on wealthier applicants as they make their just as academically qualified and economically diadmissions decisions this year.” While many colleges – verse as the rest of the GW community.
such as Brandeis University, Bowdoin College and us
So for at least one more year, GW and the Office
here at GW – proclaim to be “need-blind” when con- of Undergraduate Admissions remain relatively unsidering applicants, the financial downturn has some scathed by the worldwide economic crisis. February’s
admissions offices contemplating accepting more of 10 percent increase in financial aid was a very smart
those waitlisted, transfer or international students who and much appreciated move on the part of the Uniare able to pay the majority of their own way.
versity’s Board of Trustees, as applicants and current
Although this development is, at some level, re- students seem optimistic about their futures as Cologrettable, for some schools it is necessary. The most rep- nials.
utable of colleges pride themselves on socioeconomic
I too am optimistic about the strength of our fidiversity, and many students thrive in such an envi- nancial assets, even though we as a private, tuitionronment. But those colleges with low endowments or based institution face substantial pressure in these
a significant number of students on aid will be unable uncertain times. Yet I am hopeful that GW will never
to allocate money to all of those who apply for it, even lift its need-blind status to evaluate which applicants
if those prospective students would have qualified in would bring in the most money. Because unlike other
the past. So, if the decision is between two very similar colleges across the country, GW should continue to
waitlisted applicants, chances are the one who is better value its diversity by looking at prospective students
endowed economically may win the spot.
for what they actually are, not as dollar signs.
In a recent column, I speculated that GW’s depen–The writer, a freshman majoring in journalism, is a
dence on tuition might force the admissions office into
Hatchet columnist.

Letters to the editor
GCRs still important
Imagine my surprise this afternoon when I received The Hatchet’s notification that GCR requirements are to be cut in half for CCAS students (“Columbian College votes to reduce number of GCRs,”
April 6, p.1). Obviously I imagine there are many happy future students and professors, the former because
they don’t need to take nearly as many GCR classes
as before, the latter because no longer will lower-level

core classes be full of students who don’t want to be
there.
I also imagine that there are quite a few recent
grads and current students who are decidedly ticked
off that they had to take twice the GCR requirements
as future students. However, I am concerned with the
decision – let me just briefly explain.
I graduated in 2007 with a B.A. in religion. I made
the same mistake many students make – I took fun and
interesting 700-series classes in my major early and
childishly saved GCR requirements for later, mean-

ing that by the time I was a senior, I was scrambling
to finish another math class and three lab sciences. All
of these I took senior year and trust me, it was a real
pain.
But to be quite frank, those three lab sciences
ended up drastically impacting my education. The
GCR requirement, though difficult to fulfill, ended
up teaching me better writing skills, relative (and I
stress relative) scientific inquisitiveness and a lasting
friendship with a lab TA. Even today, while my profession is Web development for a newspaper in the

Middle East, the lessons I learned writing lab reports
for the first time since grade school stay with me.
To those of you who are still at GW, do not take
the recent decision by CCAS to limit your GCR requirements as an opportunity to forgo a well-rounded
courseload. I count those science courses that I took
the spring I graduated as some of the most difficult
material I covered while at the University, but also
some of the most rewarding and fulfilling.
Will Donovan
Class of 2007
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Schools embrace social media
Twitter and
Facebook reach
broader audience
by Amanda Lindner
Hatchet Staff Writer
Students are not the only ones
addicted to Facebook and Twitter –
the University is working to stay in
the social media loop as well.
Visitors to the GW School of
Business Web page can now follow
academic events and updates using Twitter and Facebook, making
it the latest GW school to join the
social networks.
“It’s a brave new world of
communication,” said Molly Brauer, communications director for the
business school. “We wanted to
have a place where folks from various places can see what the business school is up to.”
More than just making casual
connection with friends, social
networking sites also help schools

Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

(left to right) Jae Wan Moon, Parul Mongal, Yalda Nazarian, Nidhi
Srirastara and Katie Karpf created the Pre-Law Student Association
and hope to start D.C.'s first undergraduate law review.

New org will aid
aspiring lawyers
by Chelsea Radler
Hatchet Reporter
Students interested in going
to law school may now get some
help from a new student organization geared toward giving undergraduates a leg up in the application process. The Pre-Law
Student Association is the first
such organization at GW, where
more than 700 seniors and recent
graduates take the LSAT.
The newly founded organization plans to publish D.C.’s
first undergraduate law review,
which will provide the more than
30 members with an opportunity
to write and edit scholarly articles before attending law school.
The PLSA hopes to present the
first issue of the review by the
start of the fall semester and will
distribute it to 50 law school admissions officers.
PLSA President Yalda Nazarian emphasized the historic
importance of establishing the
undergraduate law review at
GW while addressing the first
general body meeting Monday
evening.
“We want to start a legacy,”
she said.
A law review – usually published by law schools – is a collection of comprehensively researched persuasive legal essays
written by law scholars. Students
who want to see their work in
print must first draft a proposal,
prepare a 20- to 30-page article
and have it reviewed by both
editors and professors.
“We want to publish the review in the most traditional and
professional manner and hold

it to the strictest standards of
scholastic excellence,” said Publications Director Parul Monga.
“This isn’t a small thing. This is
a big deal and we’re really excited.”
Students who attended the
meeting on Monday were excited by the prospect of the new
organization.
“I have always really been
fascinated by the idea of law,”
said sophomore Colby Anderson. “I feel being a part of this
organization and writing for the
review will allow me to further
explore it.”
The PLSA also plans to host
legal speakers, create an exclusive database of internships that
only members can access and
hold social events, including a
black-tie formal.
University pre-law adviser
Michael Gabriel said that GW
students’ interest in law school
“always has and always will be
high.” He called LSAT scores,
GPAs and the timing of submissions the “big three” factors of
law school applications. He was
confident in the ability of the
PSLA to deliver students into
top-tier law schools.
“I think the Pre-Law Student
Association can help" a student’s
application, he said. “But virtually nothing will get you in a
law school for which you are not
moderately qualified.”
Gabriel also said that an
ongoing commitment to an extracurricular organization could
demonstrate an applicants’ ability to manage time, think critically and stay organized on a law
school application. 
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keep up with changing media
landscapes.
“First there were papers, then
radio, then TV and now the Internet,” Brauer said. “And since
newspapers are dying, it’s important to experiment with popular
forms of media.”
More and more businesses and
professionals are joining these sites
as a way to reach and communicate with more people.
“I looked at the other schools
on Facebook and these sites and I
was like, ‘Wow, we’ve got to be on
there,’ ” said Donny Truong, a Web
designer for the business school,
who has been leading the effort to
engage the school in social media.
More than half of Facebook’s
users are outside of college and
the fastest-growing demographic
is people age 35 years and older,
according to the site. Twitter is likewise most popular among people
over 35, according to a Time magazine article. Brauer and Truong
said this allows schools to reach
out to more people than those who
would generally be on the school’s

e-mail listserv.
“There’s a huge movement
across colleges to use social networking sites because it’s very difficult to reach people,” Brauer said.
“With these tools, we can communicate with past students, recruiters, potential faculty – there’s many
audiences and we have the ability
to get in touch with them now.”
The Elliott School of International Affairs, too, has caught the
social media bug and boasts more
than 550 fans of its Facebook page
and nearly 700 Twitter followers.
Menachem Wecker, assistant
director of public affairs and a Web
designer for the Elliott School, said
he initially mocked his girlfriend
for her devoted “tweeting,” but
since linking the school with the
network, he now sees the new communication as highly beneficial.
“At first I made fun of her,”
he said. “After all, isn’t Twitter
about telling the world what you
eat for breakfast? But I then realized it could be a great tool for the
school.”
While the social networking

5

tool serves mainly to communicate,
potential for professional networking exists as well. The business
school also has more than 4,200
members on LinkedIn, a social networking Web site focused on fostering professional connections.
“I get calls and e-mails all the
time from people within the LinkedIn group looking for jobs and internships,” Brauer said.
More traditional methods of
communication such as newsletters, phone calls and mail make
reaching large and diverse audiences difficult. But with use of
online social networking, GW
schools can now correspond easily
with more school affiliates. A press
release can be linked to Twitter, Facebook or LinkedIn, allowing far
more people the opportunity to get
the latest GW updates.
“Most of us are already on
these sites, so now all we have to
do is spread the word. It’s efficient
and probably one of the best ways
to get in touch with people nowadays,” Truong said. “I think it’ll be
very successful.” 
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from Thurston Hall. When UPD officers
arrived, they did not see anything.
No identifiable suspects

Crime Log
Disorderly Conduct
3/31/09 – 12:41 p.m. – 1959 E Street
– case closed
University Police Department officers
were called in response to an individual not affiliated with the University who
was ranting and conducting himself in
a disorderly manner. The individual had
previously been barred from campus.
Subject arrested
4/1/09 – Gelman Library – open
case
A Gelman employee reported that
someone defecated on the floor.
4/2/09 – Thurston Hall – case
closed
An anonymous report stated that
someone was throwing water balloons

Drug Law Violation
4/2/09 – 6:45 p.m. – Munson Hall –
case closed
UPD officers received a call about a
suspicious odor. When they arrived,
they knocked on the door and entered
to find one male student in the room.
Officers called the community director who performed an administrative
search, which yielded 0.4 grams of
marijuana and paraphernalia.
Referred to Student Judicial Services
Liquor Law Violation
4/1/09 – Public property on campus
– case closed
UPD received an anonymous call
about a visibly intoxicated male not af-

News

filiated with the University sitting at a
bus stop. Metropolitan Police Department officers arrived on scene, and
because the individual was injured, he
was transported to the GW Hospital
for treatment.
No further action
4/3/09 – 2:45 a.m. – Thurston Hall –
case closed
UPD observed an intoxicated female
in Thurston Hall. She was transported
to the GW Hospital for treatment.
Referred to SJS
Theft
4/3/09 – Gelman Library – open
case
A student left her GWorld on a copy
machine in Gelman Library. Someone
made about $10 worth of copies with
her GWorld.
–Compiled by Lara Gori

Students push nondiscrimination bill
Resolution would
include gender
protections
by Alli Hoff
Hatchet Staff Writer
A resolution to include transgender students in the University’s nondiscrimination policy
will move on for approval by the
Faculty Senate and the Board of
Trustees this month, said Student
Association Sen. Michael Komo,
U-at-Large.
The bill, already passed
unanimously by the Student
Association senate and the Joint
Committee of Faculty and Students, will add the words “gender or identity expression” to

the GW’s Student Code of Conduct nondiscrimination policy if
passed again.
“We could win the battle of
making the nondiscrimination
policy trans inclusive by May 15,
2009, if we are successful the rest
of the way,” said Komo, a sophomore and vice chair of the SA
Student Life Committee.
The Faculty Senate Executive
Committee will meet to vote on
the bill on April 24, Komo said.
If successful there, it will come
before the full Faculty Senate on
May 8.
After five years of student efforts to pass the bill, Komo said
it is now time to take serious action.
“We cannot fall short of our
goal, especially when we have
gotten closer than ever to get
this passed,” Komo said. “It is
our duty to make sure that ev-

ery single student is protected at
this school – no exceptions. Students have worked too hard for
too long to not see this resolution
succeed.”
Junior Devin Alston-Smith,
a transgender student who has
been public about alleged discrimination within the Greek-letter community, said he is hopeful
for the bill’s passage.
“If discrimination does occur,
the added language will justify a
clear course of action as opposed
to the muddled response that the
University currently provides,”
Alston-Smith said.
After the difficulties he encountered in pursuing discrimination charges with the University Police Department in the fall,
Alston-Smith said he also feels
that the proposed addition to
the nondiscrimination policy is
a needed policy change that will

force the administration to take
more definitive action in similar
cases in the future.
Still, Alston-Smith said he
fears that the Board of Trustees
will fail to approve the amendment at their meeting on May
15.
In preparation for this meeting, Komo said that Allied in
Pride, with the support of other
student organizations, will write
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor
letters to the Faculty Senate and
Board of Trustees in support of Sex educator Jay Friedman holds up an unsuccessful female conthe amendment. The group will dom prototype at a discussion Tuesday night in the Marvin Center.
also try to gain support for the
bill through phone banking, he
said.
“This resolution could and
will impact the lives of several
students at GW,” Komo said.
“This is a huge deal. If we are
successful, then all students at
GW will finally have the protection they need and deserve.” 
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sex myths, rumors
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by Becky Reeves
Hatchet Reporter
Far from the average high
school sex education class, the
theme of "sexpert" Jay Friedman’s lecture in the Marvin
Center Tuesday night was very
simple: “Sex is good.”
Friedman has been a certified sex educator for the past
24 years, lecturing at college
campuses around the country.
He says his interest in sex education stems from his teenage
years, when his high school
girlfriend unexpectedly became
pregnant.
“It startled me so much that
I wanted to learn about sex for
myself and then help other people avoid a mistake like the one
that I made,” he explained.
During the introduction to
his lecture in the Marvin Center Grand Ballroom Tuesday
night, organized by Program
Board, Friedman attributed
the accidental pregnancy to the
limited information he received
from poor sexual education. He
thanked National Geographic
and the lingerie section of the
Sears catalog, laden with images of scantily clad women, for
filling in the blanks.
Determined to reverse such
trends in sexual education and
provide young people with useful information, Friedman spent
most of the night doling out advice on a variety of sex topics.
For those considering having
sex with a partner for the first
time, he suggested knowing the
person’s name, being familiar
with methods of birth control
and having the desire to both
give and receive pleasure.
In addition, he dispelled the
“myth of the blue balls” – the

belief that if a man does not orgasm after he has been sexually
stimulated, the pressure in his
testicles will literally cause an
explosion.
“If this were true,” he said,
“you would hear explosions all
over this campus every single
night.”
In his discussion of the orgasm, he related the male orgasm to the heating speed of a
microwave and the female orgasm to that of a crockpot.
Friedman also tackled the
political issues related to sex
education, asserting that homophobia and other controversial issues are perpetuated by a
“sexually repressive” society.
Despite a small turnout,
the audience remained attentive during the entire presentation, raising their hands and
responding out loud to Friedman’s inquiries.
Freshman Imani Camp said
she found Friedman’s approach
to discussing sex refreshing.
“I thought it was good because it was just a different way
of looking at something that
we view in America as taboo,”
she said. “Whether you go to a
Catholic school, private school,
public school, no matter what,
you’re not taught what we just
saw.”
Friedman said that he would
like young people to recognize
one recurring theme amid his
hints and facts about sex.
“Our most important lovemaking tools are not between
our legs,” he said. “They’re
between our ears, so it’s your
mind with your imagination
and your mouth and being able
to communicate your hopes,
your needs, your fears and your
desires.” 
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PJ Harvey and John
Parish
A Woman a Man
Walked By
(ISLAND)

Parish combines low,
cracked guitar sounds,
sparse drumbeats and inconsistent keyboard tones to create a folksy type
of rock infused with the blues. Harvey’s voice on
most of the tracks is grating, and many of the
songs sound experimental and not like songs at
all. The result is that the sounds and words work
as foils to one another, and while it’s hard to put
your finger on what exactly it is you’re listening
to, a few things are undeniable:The music and vocals make compromises for each other, they are
different and they mesh well together – much
like a marriage.
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Senior Colby Katz-Lapides directs ‘Jesus Christ
Superstar,’ set in present day
by Emily Katz | Hatchet Reporter

–Chloe Popescu

Black Eyed Peas
“Boom Boom Pow”
(A&M)

A more stripped sound
from the B.E.P. But is it two
thousand late?
–Ani Mamourian

Bob Mould
Life and Times
(EPITAPH)

The press release for
this album describes it as
“evocative,” and technically it’s correct. The only
problem is that what it
“evokes” is a profound need to stop Bob Mould
from making shit like this ever again. I understand
he basically invented the whole 1980s grungy
Hüsker Dü sound and still maintains a Pixies-like
underground rock god status, but DEAR LORD.
There should be laws against albums like this.
Note to Mould: the 397,000 nu-grunge bands
like Nickelback that OD’d on your records 20
years ago should be your untalented followers,
not your primary influences.

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Raphael Krasnow and Neil Timiraos perform as Jesus and Judas in Generic Theater’s
“Jesus Christ Superstar.”

olby Katz-Lapides, a senior majoring
in dramatic literature, has found Jesus without religion.
Katz-Lapides, who is directing “Jesus
Christ Superstar,” in association with Generic Theater Company this weekend, said
working with a musical that offers only a
soundtrack and a vague story line was a
welcome challenge.
“The play gives us the music but no
script, so I got to make a lot of choices as to
what happens in the story,” he said, adding that the process involved researching
historical beliefs.
The musical, composed by Tim Rice
and Andrew Lloyd Webber in the ‘70s, is
set during the last six days of Christ’s life
and told from the perspective of the apostle Judas.
“The show focuses more on Jesus’ message, his movement, his start of a religious
revolution and why Judas felt he needed to
turn him in – so Roman authority wouldn’t
come down and crush the people,” KatzLapides said.
“The show wasn’t meant to be religious
at all,” he later added.
The musical will mark his first experience directing. He said he chose this show
specifically for the way that its music fluidly tells a story.
Though a first-time director, KatzLapides is no stranger to the University
theater community and has participated in
about eight shows with different companies over the course of his time at GW.
“The show demands an extremely talented cast,” he said, adding, “When I proposed the show I was afraid I wouldn’t get
the crazy talent I needed, but luckily I did,
thanks to Generic.”
Having seen several community theater
productions of “Jesus Christ Superstar,” in
addition to a touring production featuring
the actor who played Judas in the 1973 film
adaptation, Katz-Lapides cites a feeling of
relief with his version of the show – one
that completely modernizes the story. For
example, audience members will see actors
in the beginning using cell phones.
“They [other productions] stay really
safe with the Jesus story,” he said. “I was
very happy to see my show would be nothing like that,” he added, while giving a nod
to his cast.
“They’re a very experienced cast who
are very serious about theater.”
Katz-Lapides himself is involved in the
theater department as a theater minor and
says he plans to move to either Los Angeles
or New York after college to work in the entertainment industry as an actor or writer.
He said, “The audience can expect to
see the most famous story in the world
shown in a unique way.”
Generic Theater Company will present “Jesus Christ Superstar” in the Lisner downstage
Thursday, April 9 at 8 p.m. and Friday, April 10
and Saturday, April 11 at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

–Alexander Abnos
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A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

If you have
Head to U Street
to scope out the
work of D.C.-based
photographers Kyle
Gustafson, Mar tin
Locraft and Nestor Diaz at the opening of the “I’m With the Band” exhibit
Thursday, April 9 at 6 p.m. at Dahlak. A
$5 donation is suggested.

$5

If you have
Check indie rock’s
Bob Mould when
he joins DJ Richard
Morel for “Blowoff ” at the 9:30
Club Saturday, April 11 at 11:30 p.m.
Tickets are $12.

$10

If you have
Four
turntables and …
some number of microphones. See
DJ Craze and Klever, Stereo Faith and
Jerome Baker III spin at the Rock and
Roll Hotel Saturday, April 11 at 10 p.m.
Tickets are $18.

$20
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Bhangra Blowout brings rhythm to DAR
by Colleen Beagen
Hatchet Reporter
Sixteen years ago, Bhangra Blowout brought an intimate group of dancers to Columbian Square to display
their footwork. But things change.
Now one of the largest events of
its type in the nation, Bhangra Blowout, the intercollegiate dance competition hosted by the South Asian
Society, will take the stage at DAR
Constitution Hall on Saturday, April
11 at 7 p.m. Organizers expect a crowd
of 4,000 to turn up for the event.
The competition will feature
dance teams from Cornell, Drexel,
Columbia, NYU and Northwestern
in tradition Indian attire. GW Bhangra will perform as an exhibition act
and will not compete, as they are the
hosts of the competition.
“The teams that we choose are
the most elite teams in the country,”
said sophomore Madiha Malik, director of Bhangra Blowout. Malik
organized the event with co-director
Anugna Kasireddy, a senior. “We go
through a rigorous process of selecting them,” Malik added.
The process, she said, included
video auditions submitted to the
University-based Bhangra Blowout
board, who together went through 24
applications and chose the top 18 to
perform at the event this weekend.
Bhangra originated from folk
song and dance rituals celebrating
the coming of spring and the harvest
season, and has become the cornerstone of the South Asian Society’s
social calendar.
Malik said audience members
can expect to see detailed footwork
and instrumental props like the

WRITING
 Write about bench pressing and carbs –
Thirsty to convey weight-lifting in a narrative?
Examiner.com is seeking “Health Nuts” to report
on the District’s burgeoning health “scene.”

Fretting over the job market and that
darn economy? No sweat, young intellectual! Hatchet Arts has combed recent
posts on D.C. Craigslist on your behalf
to prove that yes, there are in fact jobs  Write about God and/or the ancient
left in this world that allow you to keep world – “Are you fascinated by the ancient
world of the Bible?” Know your Adobe and
some semblance of dignity.

score this gig as an editorial associate for a bimonthly magazine based out of Tenleytown.

sap, a wooden instrument snapped
together with both hands, and the
chimta, an instrument that claps together with bells that make a jingling
sound. Rhythm is provided by the
dhol, a two-sided drum, she added.
“One thing we’re trying to do
this year is really reach out to the
GW crowd,” she said. “Its happening right in D.C. It’s a completely
student-run event.”
For this reason, she encourages
students to attend Bhangra on the
Block, a free party in University
Yard held from noon to 4 p.m., prior
to Bhangra Blowout. International
musical guests include DJ Kayper,
a performer from the United Kingdom known for her ability to blend
hip-hop, reggae, soul, bhangra and
Bollywood sounds, and Nindy Kaur,
whose music fuses Bhangra influences with modern pop structures.
Attendees will enjoy carnival games,
freestyle Bhangra challenges, free
food and the opportunity to win tshirts and CDs.
The collegiate dance teams will
be competing for a $3,000 prize, intended to fund their travel and costume needs as they continue to perform nationwide.
All proceeds from the event will
benefit Pratham, a nongovernmental
organization based in the Mumbai
region of India, which provides education for underprivileged children,
said Sohail Hasnain, the South Asian
Society’s public relations director.
Bhangra Blowout will be held at DAR
Constitution Hall on Saturday, April 11
at 7 p.m. Tickets run from $23 to $43 and
are available through Ticketmaster.
–Amanda Pacitti contributed to this
article.

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Bhangra Blowout directors Madiha Malik and Anuga Kasireddy will host the event with members of the South Asian
Society at DAR Constitution Hall this weekend.

ONLINE
 Direct content for people who love
T-shir t sales – Join the team of selfproclaimed “Inkers” at CustomInk.com, an
online t-shir t design company. Be a brand
builder! Engage consumers! Love technology!

CELEBRITY
 Be a “bad girl” – Finally, a venue for you to
submit “several recent photos of yourself” (and
your girls) looking fine at All The Hottest Clubs.
Lady channel Oxygen is casting for its “hit” show,
“The Bad Girls Club” in Silver Spring, Md.
 Flaunt your expertise – Love electronics,
cubic zirconia jewelry and fine cooking supplies?
QVC is seeking experts in the field to appear on
television to inform consumers on the value of
their goods.
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News

St. Mary's marks Doctor pushes science over religion
sparked
30 years in FB Schempp
1956 debate over
by Hadley Malcolm
Hatchet Reporter

While
seniors
prepare
to graduate and depart GW
next month, another group of
seniors – living at St. Mary’s
Court senior citizens' home
on 24th Street – celebrated the
residence’s 30-year anniversary two weeks ago.
Occupants at the residential living facility for the elderly, which sits just outside campus, have endured some of the
downsides of living adjacent
to a college, like loud students
and construction. But overall, residents and officials at
St. Mary’s said the building’s
tenants have a positive view
of GW, thanks to a strengthened relationship partly due
to 30 years of student volunteer work there.
The Neighbors Project, established more than a decade
ago by the University’s Office
of Community Service, has allowed student volunteers to
spend time at St. Mary’s in a
variety of ways. Students can
“adopt-a-senior,” go grocery
shopping for residents, help
with monthly clean-ups of individual apartments or volunteer to serve lunch in the residence’s dining room.
Mattie Corvon, 86, has
participated in the adopt-a-senior program for the past four
years and said she still keeps
in touch with the students she
was paired with.
“I think it’s very educating,” she said. “I find that in
that long span between seniors and young people, it’s a
lot closer than we think.”
Corvon, who grew up in
the District and once worked
at GW Hospital, said she enjoys living next to campus and
still being involved with GW.
She has lived at St. Mary’s
since 1998.
“I like to know what’s going on on campus,” she said.
“I like this area and I like the
energy. Being so close to cam-

pus almost makes you feel
young again.”
Residents also have the
benefit of access to Lerner
Health and Wellness Center,
Gelman Library and professors who volunteer to give
lectures.
“It’s a very positive thing,”
said Margaret Pully, executive
director at St. Mary’s. “There
is a lot more involvement and
communication. We feel a part
of the school.”
Pully, who became executive director two years ago, said
when she started as the resident
services assistant more than 20
years ago, the facility had only
two or three student volunteers
a year. She now estimates that
number to be around 25 to 30
per semester.
Senior Anne DiGiulio started volunteering at St. Mary’s
two years ago as the community service coordinator for
the Residence Hall Association. She still visits the building occasionally, she said.
“Just sitting and talking
to residents and being able to
interact with residents was really a great experience,” she
said.
Shabaka Jones-El, who has
been the front desk manager
at St. Mary’s since it opened,
said the only complaints he
has ever heard from residents
regard noise and construction.
Other than that, he said they
seem content about their location adjacent to campus.
“The intergenerational activity is good,” he said. “Residents seem to be happy with
the interactions and I know
they appreciate the students.”
Pully stressed that while
the residents benefit from their
connection to the University,
students too profit from their
volunteer work.
“We feel we are a good
training ground for students,”
she said. “In 30 years we’ve
developed a very good working relationship with GW and
hope it will continue.” 
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“I'm not against religion, just against using
God talk in public office
and [for] political gain.”

prayer in school
by Eric Katz
Hatchet Reporter
Fifty years ago, rather than
stand up to defend his constitutional rights, Ellery Schempp sat
down.
In 1956, Schempp, then a junior at Abington High School in
Pennsylvania, refused to stand
and recite the Bible verses and
prayer that were mandatory at
public schools in the state. His actions eventually led to a famous
Supreme Court case, Abington
School District v. Schempp, which
declared school-sponsored Bible
reading unconstitutional in public
schools.
“At the time, atheists were
the most hated and feared group
in America,” Schempp said at an
event in the Marvin Center Monday night. “Or perhaps it was the
other way around: The most feared
and therefore the most hated.”
Shortly after refusing to stand
and recite the prayer, Schempp
brought in a Quran to demonstrate his religious freedom. He
was sent to the principal’s office
and eventually the school’s guidance counselor, where he was
asked if he was “having problems
at home.”
The GW student organization
SKEPTIC – Science and Knowledge Empowering People to Intelligently Choose – sponsored the
event Monday night. SKEPTIC is
a group that aims to “establish a
home for atheists, agnostics and

ELLERY SCHEMPP

PIONEER FOR SEPARATION
OF CHURCH AND STATE

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

Dr. Ellery Schempp discusses the landmark 1956 Supreme Court
case he was involved in that questioned prayer in public schools.
other freethinkers at GW.”
A table outside the entrance to
the event was covered with literature for organizations such as the
Secular Student Alliance, the Atheist Alliance International and Freedom from Religion Foundation.
Schempp used the speaking engagement to advocate the causes
of these groups.

“I’m not against religion,”
Schempp said. “Just against using
God talk in public office and [for]
political gain.”
In defending this position, he
quoted a Maryland state senator
who once said, “We put our hands
on the Bible and swear to uphold
the Constitution. We do not place
our hands on the Constitution and

swear to uphold the Bible.”
Schempp, who holds a Ph.D.
from Brown University, said he is a
firm believer in the role of science
and its dominance over religion.
He is an accomplished physicist
and was involved in the development of the MRI.
He said devotion to science is
what made it difficult to believe in
religion.
“The Bible is not a book of
truth – no more than any other
book written 2,000 years ago,” he
said.
It is because of these feelings
that Schempp has devoted much
of his life to limiting prejudice
against atheists and increasing the
separation of church and state. He
finds the idea of forcing young
children to recite prayers to be ludicrous, as they are doing so without meaning.
“Robots are neither patriotic
nor spiritual,” he said.
Ultimately, Schempp said he
sees himself not as a critic of religion but as a firm believer in the
First Amendment and the freedom
of choice.
He told the audience to remember, “The Constitution mentions religion only twice, and both
times ‘no’ is attached to it.” 

Chi Omega will replace Kappa Alpha Order in International House
The Greek-letter organizations with allotted spaces in
International House will once
again shift in the fall, as Chi
Omega sorority replaces the
Kappa Alpha Order fraternity in
the building.
Chi Omega joins five other
Greek groups that have space
in the building. The sorority returned to campus last semester
and will have 16 sisters living on
the seventh floor.
President Cora Walker said
that the sorority, which does not
have its own house, is excited to

have a space.
“It is great that GW has so
many different opportunities for
housing,” she said. “We were
able to get housing despite being
such a new chapter.”
The sorority will replace
Kappa Alpha Order, who also returned to the University last year
after a 48-year hiatus. The fraternity did not re-apply for housing, said Seth Weinshel, director
of GW Housing Programs.
Weinshel said all fraternities
and sororities that applied for
housing in International House

SEC
from p.1
Katz said that the earliest
date to begin construction is still
the first half of 2011.
The Science and Engineering Complex, slated to be built
where the University Parking Garage currently stands, is
expected to cost at least $300
million. University officials,
including Katz and University
President Steven Knapp, said
they will not use funds from the
operating revenue – which includes tuition and student fees
– but will instead rely on fundraising, Square 54 revenue and
indirect research grants.
In February, the Board of
Trustees allocated $10 million to

SATIRE
from p.1
with no numbers so you don’t
have to think about it.”
Asked
how
President
Obama is performing in his
first 100 days in office, the men
had very different responses.
“I don’t believe Obama is
president,” Struble said. “He
wasn’t sworn in using the oath

HUEBNER
from p.1
served as a special assistant
to the president of the United
States during the Nixon administration.
SMPA professor and CNN
special correspondent Frank
Sesno said Huebner tried to
“create a collegial and dynamic atmosphere at SMPA.”
“I have worked with him
extensively. I think Professor Huebner has worked very
hard to distinguish the School
of Media and Public Affairs

received space in the building.
Chris Pappas, president of
Phi Kappa Psi, said that his fraternity received additional space
for next year. He added Phi Psi
will also apply for housing in a
University-owned townhouse
next year.
Pappas said he appreciates
the housing his fraternity is offered, but said it does not compensate for not having a fraternity house.
“I am definitely happy with
the space I received, but at the
end of the day, these are just

rooms in another University
dorm,” Pappas said in an e-mail.
“This is not a townhouse. This
building does not offer all of our
brothers a place to call their own
like a townhouse does.”
Director of Greek Life Dean
Harwood said that International
House serves as another option
for Greek-letter organizations
seeking housing.
“The nature of living on an
urban campus is that chapters
will need to utilize existing spaces to meet their needs,” he said.
–Caroline Coppel

the project for initial planning
purposes including creating
construction plans and architectural designs.
Engineering professor Hermann Helgert, chair of the Faculty Senate’s committee on the
Science and Engineering Complex, said he thought the fundraising campaign was being approached prudently.
“The next six months are
going to be spent building a
strategy to promote the building to potential donors. There is
currently no plan that says we
are going to stall the construction,” Helgert said. “I think we
are going forward unless all hell
breaks loose in the economy.”
Helgert added, “Fundraising isn’t something you do for a
month. It is a continuous effort
and some of it will go to fund

construction and the rest will
fund its operation.”
Another member of the
committee, economics professor Donald Parsons, questioned
how the fundraising plan would
affect the project’s construction.
“The president has promised that SEC funding will not
come out of operating revenue
… but rather out of gifts and
other resources, so it is a little
hard to see how the administration could plunge ahead blindly
before the gift question is resolved satisfactorily – but one
never knows,” Parsons wrote in
an e-mail.
Parsons, who has been outspoken in his opposition to the
complex, has said renovating
existing science and engineering facilities would be a better
use of University resources. 

of office of the Constitution,
and he’s not an Americanborn citizen. I want him to fail,
because if he fails, America
wins.”
“Michelle
Obama
just
planted a garden at the White
House,” Kroeger responded.
“Malia and Sasha got a swing
set that was slipped into the
stimulus bill, and they’ve had
a fabulous trip to Europe.”
Kroeger and Struble were
given the questions in ad-

vance, and their responses
were met with almost continuous hysterical laughter from
the crowd.
At one point Kroeger said
to Struble, “You’re even racist
against penguins, and they’re
black and white.”
“It was fantabulously hilarious,”
said
sophomore
Shannon Bradley, a member of
the LLC, after the debate had
finished. “Brand kept up his
lisp very well.” 

and help it grow and prosper,” Sesno said.
Sesno added, “His commitment to SMPA and to its
students will be missed.”
Huebner said one of the
most challenging parts of the
job is balancing the academic
and research-driven political
communication
curriculum
with the hands-on journalism
aspects.
“I think that the fact we
can balance both is one of the
school’s hallmarks,” Huebner
said. “I think it really benefits students to be exposed to
great scholars and great practitioners.”
Sophomore Andrew Feld-

man served on the Director ’s
Advisory Council – a group of
students that Huebner brought
together to advise him on student issues within the school
– and said the director was
passionate and accessible.
“He’s never too busy to
have you come into his office
and talk to him about a person, a policy issue or an assignment,” said Feldman, a
political communication major. “With a guy with such experience and so many stories
to tell, communication with
students is something that’s
invaluable.” 
–Emily Cahn and Matt Rist
contributed to this report.
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Natalie Hatchette, Classified
Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The
GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

9

GWMARKETPLACE
by the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance program. Ask for VITA
at the Marvin Center
on 21st & H St. NW.
Open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from
5:00PM-8:00PM
and Saturdays from
10:00AM-1:00PM
through April 15.
Important: please bring
a social security card
for you and all dependents.

Lifeguards, Pool
Operators, Supervisors,
Lifeguard Instructor, FT/
PT, summer and indoor
positions, competitive
pay, free training, must
be able to swim, VA:
703-421-5595, MD:
301-210-4200 ext. 114.

JOBS
Internship/Paid
Wanted: aggressive,
outgoing, go-getter to
work with senior vicepresident at Wachovia
Securiteis, now
Wells Fargo. Call Bill
Flannigan, Senior Vice
President. 301 9610131.

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

SERVICES

30% Off Waxing &
Facials weekdays at
The Elephant & Castle
Qi Spa (Services: masPub and Restaurant is
opening its doors to GW sages, facials, waxing,
nails. Spa package and
at the corner of 19th
gift certificates avail& I St. We are looking
able). 3106 M St, NW,
for Servers, Hosts and
DC. 202-333-6344.
Bartenders.
Please reply to gmeyest@elephantcastle.com Make under $40,000?
Get your taxes done
or call 202-296-2575
free

HOUSING

Free Online Classifieds for GW students, faculty & staff!
Visit www.gwmarketplace.com today!

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Great Bear Lake
locale
7 Blacken
13 Basic pool
exercise
14 Lover of Aida
15 Word of warning
16 Potent
pitcherfuls
17 Out of action
19 Cold weather
wear
22 ___-majesté
23 3-D camera
maker
27 Coconut yield?
28 Suckling site
29 Sensitive
30 Put out
32 Rocket first
tested in 1957
33 With 16-Down,
annual March
event

36 Title woman in a
Jim Carrey
movie
37 Gracious
introduction?
39 Schlep
40 Ridged material
42 Certain domino
number
43 “What ___?”
44 Learn a lot
quickly
45 Fishing tool
46 Big job for a
driller
49 It may be
revealed by a
tree
52 Bingeing
56 Jim Palmer and
teammates
57 Fall away
58 Squinted (at)
59 Childish answer

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
IN/
OUT

E
SL
PE
T

EC
PO
IL
TA

RO
UP
NE
RL

C
IN/
OUT
S
TL
A
AS
TT
M
S
II
RT
IN/
A
OUT

O
MC
EE
L
CL
RO
O
UA
TS
OO
NF

I
OL
TA
B
RA
EN
D
PN
OE
NR
YO

M
I
RE
KN
IO
NR
GA
H
P
IY
KE
ES
RD
E
A
R

EE
SZ
PI
NN
E
S
S
UI
DS
SL
E
OS
W
N
S

A
I
RA
WS
AA
RN

E
CN
OT
HA
AI
NL

IN/
IN/
TOUT RL AA MW P A GS PK AOUT
S
A
R
A
D
A
I
S
E A S Y A
O E D
NT TW HI EG R A LB PL SE
E N BD RO EW AM DE SN T
EP G I SN R RA B I S
A RB NA S BI RN UE CT ES
RB IE L
LS OT GA OR NE
PO LR EO CU OT W T E N
S LT IE LR T M BE OA OT
IN/
NS ES R OS T SA EN XD YOUT
A S EB SA A TL A I L
TO N E E LS AA NL DS A
IR TE EA R AT BB BI I L TL
VM EE LT
PE LA AS ZE AL
IN/
IN/
EE AD KOUT
SD ER GA EW ROUT

Down
1 Ear part
2 Hydrocarbon
suffix
3 Unheard of
4 Setting for much
of the 33Across/16-Down
5 “Beavis and
Butt-head”
spinoff
6 Made like
7 Tony- and
Emmy-winning
actress Blythe
8 Beat by a point
or two
9 What the
Athabaskan
word for the
beginning of 33Across means
10 Friend of 24Down
11 Start of an
apology
12 Cousin of -enne
14 Cultivate
16 See 33-Across
18 Like some
statesmen
19 Representation
of a budget,
often
20 Fleet person
21 Circulation
concern
24 “The School for
Wives”
playwright
25 Part of the
Uzbekistan
border
26 Choice marks?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

13

9

10

11

12

16
17
20

18

21

22

27

23

28

30

24

25

31

32
34

36

Free Classifieds!

39

40

43

44

50

38

41

47

42

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?

45
48

51

52

56

57

58

59

53

54

55

Puzzle by David J. Kahn

28 Actress Hagen
31 Got down
32 Dull finish?
34 Sermon subject
35 It may provide
one’s sole
support
36 Knock off
38 Six-Day War
participant: Abbr.

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

35

37

46

26

29

33

49

8

14

15

19

No. 0305

49 Jump off the
page
50
“___
I let fall the
41 Some
windows of mine
lithographs
eyes”: Shak.
45 More moderate
51 Bite the dust
53 A.F.C. East
47 Eye
player
48 Bayes who sang
54 Bother
and co-wrote
“Shine On,
55 ___ Metro
Harvest Moon”
(bygone car)
40 Picked up a
point or two

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Dan Greene – Asst. Sports Editor (dgreene@gwhatchet.com)

Crew to host regatta

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

The 16th-ranked GW crew team prepares to face stronger competition as the
host of the George Washington Invitational Regatta on Friday and Saturday.

GW ranked 16th in nation
GW’s crew team will
host and participate in the
22nd annual George Washington Invitational Regatta
Friday and Saturday on the
Potomac River.
They enter the competition ranked 16th in the
nation in the latest USRowing Collegiate coach’s poll,
but will face higher-ranked
competition from the Naval
Academy and Cornell University.
Georgetown, Gonzaga
and Holy Cross will also
compete on the men’s side,

while the GW women will
face Colgate, Columbia,
Georgetown, MIT, Saint Joseph’s and the Naval Academy. In all, there will be 68
races in the event.
Last year, Navy won
the Invitational for the
10th time with a score of
174 points, 60 more than
their closest competition,
Syracuse. GW finished fifth
with 103 points.
The 2,000-meter course
begins alongside the C&O
Canal, near the split between
Macarthur Boulevard and

Foxhall Road, and finishes
near Washington Harbor.
Races begin at 1:30 p.m. Friday and restart at 10 a.m.
Saturday.
GW’s men’s team is
coming off a win against the
University of Pennsylvania,
while the women finished
last in a competition against
Duke and the University of
North Carolina.
Trophies are awarded
for the highest point totals
on the men’s side, women’s
side and combined.
–Andrew Alberg

Local basketball recruits named to All-Met teams
A pair of incoming GW
basketball recruits earned
All-Met honors from The
Washington Post on Wednesday.
Danni Jackson, a native
of Forest Park, Va., who will
join the women’s basketball
team this fall, was named
to the newspaper’s All-Met

First Team, adding another
accolade to her list that already includes twice being
named Virginia AAA Northwest player of the year.
Lasan Kromah, who
plays for Eleanor Roosevelt
High School in Greenbelt,
Md., and has reportedly
committed to play for the

GW men’s team, was named
to the All-Met Fourth Team.
Jackson,
a
5-foot-3
guard, averaged 23.5 points
per game this past season.
Kromah, a 6-foot-5 shooting
guard, averaged 20.3 points
per game and made 54 threepoint shots in 25 games.
–Dan Greene

Adair prepares for pros
Senior hopes
to land in
WNBA

drafted last year by the Seattle Storm, has talked to
Adair about making the
shift to the pro game, as well
as what day to day life is like
in a professional basketball
league. Adair has also been
in contact recently with
by Louis Nelson
former GW head coach Joe
Hatchet Staff Writer
McKeown, who departed
after Adair’s junior season
With her illustrious
for the same job at Northcareer at GW in the books,
western University.
former Colonial basketball
As for the big day
player and current GW seThursday,
Adair has opted
nior Jess Adair will open a
to stay low-key. She will
new chapter of her life one
not travel to New York for
way or another Thursday
the draft, nor will she surafternoon when her name
round herself with friends
is (or isn’t) called during the
and family as she waits for a
WNBA Draft.
phone call to tell her where
Since her season ended
she’ll be playing next year.
nearly three weeks ago
Instead, Adair said she will
with a first-round loss in the
watch the draft – which airs
Women’s National Invitaon ESPN2 at 3 p.m. – on TV,
tional Tournament, Adair
waiting to see when, or if,
has trained twice a week
her name will be called.
with women’s basketball
If she is drafted, the end
assistant coach Richard
of Adair’s final semester
Moore, working on her foot
of college will likely be a
speed and ball handling
blur. Preseason camps for
while trying to lose weight
WNBA teams will begin
to compete at the next level.
before the end of the school
“I think I have a lot to
year, which will force Adair
work on as far as working
to miss the end of the seon getting my body in the
mester as she gears up for
perfect shape,” Adair said.
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer her first professional games.
“Watching the WNBA, you
see the caliber of player that Senior Jessica Adair made three all-conference teams, Beck, who faced a similar issue last year when she was
they have and I know that but now hopes to earn a spot on a WNBA roster.
drafted, finished her classes
right now I know that my
via e-mail and graduated, a
letically combine some strength and
body isn’t in top, peak shape.”
But beyond simply working out, quickness in the post area. But she also, plan that Adair said she hopes to duAdair said she has been largely kept in I think, has had a distinguished career. plicate.
With all of the uncertainty surthe dark about her draft status. Since I think she’s done a lot of good things
rounding her situation, Adair is unthe WNBA cut its annual draft com- in her career here at GW.”
Adair has been one of the most derstandably anxious to see how
bine this year, the 6-foot-4 center has
distinguished
GW athletes in recent everything will play out. A District
had few opportunities to showcase her
memory. She was a part of the Colo- native, Adair was quick to say her ideskills to teams.
Dan Hughes, head coach and nials’ back-to-back Sweet 16 teams in al scenario would be to get picked by
general manager of the WNBA’s San 2007 and 2008, averaging 13 points the Washington Mystics and play in
Antonio Silver Stars, said after watch- in eight NCAA Tournament games. front of friends and family who have
ing Adair put up 15 points and 12 Adair is among the all-time leaders followed her career since the first time
rebounds in a comeback win over St. at GW in blocked shots and was an she picked up a basketball.
“I’m nervous,” she said. “I’ve nevBonaventure in February that Adair Atlantic 10 first team selection for the
er
been
away from home for too long.
past
three
years.
would likely be drafted, although he
Even though she has received little I’m from D.C., I went to a local high
thought it unlikely that she would go
word from anyone with the WNBA, school, I went to college in D.C. and
in the first round.
“I think she has a very powerful Adair has not been without counsel I’ve never really been away for long
type of game,” Hughes said of Adair. during her transition. Former GW periods of time … it’ll be new for me,
“She’s shown some real ability to ath- point guard Kimberly Beck, who was so I guess nerves are expected.” 

