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GW doctors aid endangered ship Man confesses to
Program helps
murder of alum
vessel seized
by pirates
by Nathan Grossman
Campus News Editor
When the American crew of
the Maersk Alabama regained
control of their ship from the pirates who had tried to seize it off
the east coast of Africa last week,
doctors at GW sprung into action.
As part of the Maritime

Medical Access program within
the Medical Faculty Associates,
the doctors had been contracted
by the ship’s owner to provide
remote medical treatment in
the event of an emergency. No
member of the crew was sick
or injured, but doctors worked
with officials at Maersk, a Danish shipping company, who traveled to Mombasa, Kenya to meet
the crew when it made port.
The ship’s captain, Richard
Phillips, was captured by the pirates and freed on Sunday after
a standoff between the pirates
and the U.S. Navy. Three of his
four captors were killed by Navy

SEALs.
Director of the Maritime
Medical Access program Michael Hite said the GW doctors
helped the Maersk employees do
“medical pre-planning,” evaluating diseases and other health
dangers they may encounter.
“They were traveling to a
part of the country where malaria is very prevalent, so we
walked them through which malaria medications they should be
taking and the different courses
of treatment," Hite said.
With the ship having already
reached port, Hite said GW’s
role in the international incident

is likely over.
“We’ll cover the new crew
[of the Alabama] when they
head out to sea,” he said.
Created in 1989, the Maritime Medical Access program
provides remote medical care
to boats all around the world
and is the only such program
in existence in the country, Hite
said. Companies and individuals can contract the MMA and
communicate with them via satellite phone, e-mail and video
telecommunications. In the case
of the Alabama, Maersk had
See PIRATES, p. B4

Ethiopian said he beat Adkins to death
by Carly Lagrotteria and
Eric Roper
Hatchet Staff Writers
An Ethiopian man has pleaded
guilty to the murder of 2007 alumnus Brian Adkins, a Foreign Service
officer found dead in his Ethiopia
home this February, according to
Adkins’ family and friends.
State Department officials told
family members that a man named
“Sammy” had admitted to beating
Adkins to death with a baseball bat
in the Ohio native’s African home.
Sammy, a local man whose full
name was not available, had met
Adkins through mutual friends
who frequently played video
games at the house.
At a preliminary hearing on
March 27, Sammy pleaded guilty
to second degree murder and stealing Adkins’ possessions, said Dan
Adkins, Brian’s father, in an interview. Dan Adkins added that prosecutors are seeking to convict the

Brian Adkins
man of first degree murder, which
could result in the death penalty.
Court proceedings are happening in the African country’s capital city, Addis Ababa, because the
United States does not have an extradition treaty with Ethiopia. State
Department officials did not return
requests for comment.
Family members wrote in an
e-mail to Brian's friends and acquaintances that Sammy stayed
See ADKINS, p. B4

Some students included
in UPD arming study
by Nathan Grossman
Campus News Editor

Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

Above: Bhangra teams from eight universities compete in the annual Bhangra Blowout Saturday evening at DAR Constitution Hall, sponsored by the GW South Asian
Society. Right: Special performances included singer Baljit Malwa, who currently
has the top album in India.

Bhangra contest draws
thousands in 16th year
by Joe Mancinik
Hatchet Reporter
Heavy beats rumbled through
the floors of DAR Constitution Hall
Saturday night as college students
nationwide gathered to celebrate the
sixteenth Bhangra Blowout, a spirited
and colorful dance competition sponsored annually by the GW South Asian
Society.
Nearly 4,000 students were in at-

The consultants from James Lee
Witt Associates continue to study
the issue of arming the University
Police Department, and they have
recently been holding focus groups
with students on campus, a University official said this week.
University spokeswoman Tracy Schario said the consultants held
a series of meetings in which students were asked multiple-choice
questions. This was followed by a
more open-ended session in which
the students could give general
feedback on the issue.
Student participants were selected based on the diversity they

added to the focus group. Schario
said the consultants aimed for a
“cross-section” of the student body,
including undergraduates, graduates, and commuters from a variety
of backgrounds.
In addition to students, the
consultants have also solicited input from faculty, administrators,
members of UPD and “outside
stakeholders.”
Schario said the University
would not release the list of students who participated in the in
the focus groups. She did not specify how many students had been
interviewed or how many focus
groups had been conducted.
See UPD GUNS, p. B4

tendance, with more than 100 dancing
in the aisles of the historic building,
screaming and cheering on their favorite teams. Proceeds from the event
went to Pratham, a nonprofit organization that focuses on primary education
in India.
Last month, the SA Finance
Committee denied the South Asian
Society’s funding request for the
See BHANGRA, p. A5
photo illustration by Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Poetic Passion
Slam poet performs
across the country
by Matt Rist
Hatchet Reporter

Elizabeth Acevedo takes
the stage with a somber smile
and launches into a gripping tale of love and loss. She
runs her fingers through her
long, frizzy curls or throws
her arms up to the sky as she
commands her audience with
a rhythm that’s distinctly
Latina, distinctly feminine
and distinctly her own.
See ACEVEDO, p. B2

Inspired by recent legislation in Vermont and Iowa, members
of Allied in Pride continue to support the effort to legalize gay
marriage in Washington, D.C.

LGBTQ group lobbies
for marriage equality
by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor

Charged up by recent marriage equality victories in states
like Iowa and Vermont, members of Allied in Pride – GW’s
LGBTQ student organization –
are pushing to make the District
allow same-sex marriages.
On the heels of Vermont’s
vote to approve gay marriage
in the state on Tuesday, the D.C.
City Council voted unanimously last week to recognize other
states’ same-sex marriages in
the District, a move that many
speculate could pave the way
for same-sex marriages in D.C.
if Congress approves the measure.
“It’s almost a feeling of disChris Gregory/Hatchet photographer belief,” said Michael Thomas
Mort, chairman of the Marriage
Slam poetry artist Elizabeth Acevedo performs at Noche de Cultura, an event sponEquality Coalition, a branch of
sored by OLAS Saturday night in the Marvin Center Grand Ballroom.
Allied in Pride. “It was very sur-

real to have the Iowa Supreme
Court decision happen, and I
was still trying to digest that
when Vermont happened. Then
within minutes it came up that
D.C. will recognize marriage
equality and I’m just ecstatic.”
Mort, a junior, said he and his
organization have been working all year, lobbying members
of Congress and D.C. Mayor
Adrian Fenty to allow same-sex
couples the right to marry.
Mort said they collected nine
pages of signatures from GW
students in support of samesex marriages and sent them to
members of the D.C. City Council and Fenty.
Because the signatures were
sent only weeks before the D.C.
City Council vote, Mort said he
feels like his organization played
a role in the victory.
See MARRIAGE, p. A5
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Monday
HIGH 57 | LOW 47
OCCUPATION 101
Watch a documentary about
the causes of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The event is
free and hosted by Students
for Justice in Palestine.
6 p.m.
Marvin Center, Room 310
POPS IN THE CITY
Watch former GW basketball
player Pops Mensah-Bonsu
and his team, the Toronto
Raptors, take on the Washington Wizards for $5.
7 p.m.
Verizon Center
MARKET YOURSELF FOR THE
GLOBAL JOB MARKET
Get advice on branding
yourself for the international
job market from Stacie Nevadomski Berdan, international
career expert and co-author
of “Get Ahead by Going
Abroad.”
5 p.m.
Duques Hall, Room 650

Tuesday
HIGH 49 | LOW 45
KUWAIT CHAIR LECTURE
Ambassador Edward Gnehm,
professor and director of
GW’s Middle East Policy
Forum, will examine the new
balances of power in the Gulf
region and how President
Obama will affect the region.
6 p.m.
Harry Harding Auditorium,
1957 E Street

Most students
receive top
housing choice
About 85 percent of students
received their top housing choice
for the fall semester and 80 percent
received one of their top three, University officials said this week.
The number of third- and
fourth-year students on the nonguaranteed waitlist has already
been reduced from 400 to 200, said
Seth Weinshel, director of housing
assignments. He expects that the
number of upperclassmen living
on campus will increase by as many
as 200 next year, largely due to the
new residence hall at 2135 F Street.
“GW Housing Programs was
once again happy with the results
of this year’s iHousing process,”
Weinshel said in an e-mail. “This
year over 85% of students received
one of their top three preferences
compared to over 82% last year.”
Sameer Gupta, a rising senior,
called the housing selection process
“easy” and got his first choice. He
applied for housing with four other
roommates in the new suite-style F
Street dorm and ended up with everything he wanted.
“I am pretty satisfied with GW
Housing,” he said. “But it is kind of
expensive.”
Some students interviewed
were disappointed with the results
of this year’s housing selection.
Victoria Collins said she is annoyed with the process. The rising
junior applied for a single room
through Disabled Student Services,
but was assigned to a quad instead.
She has decided to opt out of oncampus housing for next year.
“Housing here is always difficult,” Collins said.
The GW Housing Web site cautions students that the more specific
their requests, the less likely they
will be granted.
–Joe Mancinik

Wednesday
HIGH 46 | LOW 43
EXPLORATION ASIA: JAPAN
Learn about Japanese culture
by enjoying free Japanese
food and playing games.
9 p.m.
Mt. Vernon Pub

Clarification
In "SMPA director resigns
after 3 years" (April 9, p. 1),
The Hatchet unclearly stated
that Lee Huebner "resigned
this week." Huebner will leave
SMPA in July.

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

GW Cancer Gala
to honor Sen.
Ted Kennedy

Caribbean Cooking

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Junior Jahlisa Dodson serves rice and beans at the Caribbean Student Association's Easter
dinner Sunday night at the Multicultural Student Services Center.

Court hears arguments in appeal of GW's campus plan
Attorneys for both the
Foggy Bottom Association and
the University presented arguments this month in a pair of
FBA appeals that challenge
GW’s plans to construct more
buildings on campus.
In the complaints – which
were originally filed in the D.C.
Court of Appeals last summer
– the FBA seeks to overturn a
pair of rulings from the D.C.
Zoning Commission that approved GW’s 20-year Campus
Plan in 2007 and construction
of the multi-purpose development at Square 54. The FBA
has long opposed further development in the area, specifically GW’s campus plan.
One of the organization’s
main complaints stems from
the commission’s decision to
consider the campus plan under a “Planned Unit Develop-

ment” designation. The designation, which FBA attorney
Con Hitchcock said opens up
more land for construction,
allowed the plan to move forward even in the face of community criticism, as long as
it provided amenities to area
residents – like the planned
grocery store at Square 54.
Under the PUD designation, GW will have “considerably more density,” Hitchcock
said.
The appeal also questions
the commission’s choice to allow an environmental review
of planned developments to occur after building permits have
already been secured for construction. The FBA contends
that an environmental review
of the campus plan should occur before it is fully approved,
instead of when construction

on each building is close to beginning.
“It makes more sense to
consider environmental issues
while options are still on the
table,” Hitchcock said, arguing that even if environmental
problems were discovered in
a review at the building permit stage, it may be too late to
make sufficient changes.
The FBA is also asking the
court to overturn the commission’s ruling on the grounds
that its decision did not fully
explain why it ruled as it did.
The commission must adequately explain its decisions
under a government oversight
regulation, Hitchcock said.
It is unknown when the
court will rule on the appeals,
though Hitchcock said it could
take months.
–Alex Byers

The University will honor Sen.
Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., and
two others at the Sixth Annual Cancer Gala hosted by Wolf Blitzer on
April 25 at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.
Kennedy, who has been diagnosed with brain cancer, will receive
the Cancer Compassion Award for
his involvement in pushing for affordable health care on Capitol Hill.
Additionally, professor of radiology
Rachel Brem will be awarded the
Commitment to Overcoming Cancer Award for her work as director of
breast imaging and intervention at
the GW Medical Center, and breast
cancer survivor Jeanette Michael
will receive the Spirit of Life Award.
“There is nothing we do as a
Board that exceeds this gala,” said
Chairman of the GW Board of
Trustees Russell Ramsey. “All of us
have been affected some way or another by a friend or family member
having cancer, so it is important to
contribute and participate.”
At the Board of Trustees meeting
last March, trustees praised Kennedy’s 47 years of service in the Senate.
“As you can imagine over his
tenure, [Kennedy] has had many
accomplishments,” trustee Mark
Hughes said at the March Board
meeting.
Proceeds from the gala will aid
comprehensive cancer programs in
the D.C. area.
“I can’t think of anything the
school does where funds really are
used to promote educational programs like this one,” trustee Allan
From said. “We as a Board need to
celebrate this most worthwhile endeavor.”
Blitzer, host of CNN’s “The
Situation Room,” will be the emcee
for the evening and live entertainment will be provided by Grammy award-winning musician Al
Petteway and Amy White.
The event is chaired by University President Steven Knapp and
Sen. Michael Enzi, R-Wyo., and
hosted by University Provost and
Vice President of Health Affairs
John Williams. Tickets to attend the
gala cost $500 and can be purchased
at gwcancergala.org.
–Lauren Hoenemeyer
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Service corps apps continue to rise
Officials credit
poor economy,
Obama rhetoric
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
As the national unemployment rate rises, some top community service organizations
have continued to see a large
jump in applications this year
– many of which come from
GW students.
Americorps, a federal program that focuses on service
within the country, had a 400
percent increase in applications and Teach For America,
an organization that places
college graduates in inner city
schools, saw an additional
10,000 students apply this year

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Senior John Beers is leading a student effort to eliminate the
traditional invocation prayer at the University Commencement.

Senior hopes
p to
end invocation
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Hatchet Staff Writer
Graduating senior John
Beers is on a mission to remove
the prayer from GW’s Commencement ceremony because
he feels it is unnecessary and
alienates atheist students.
Beers spoke up during last
week’s SA senate meeting, saying he finds the University’s
practice of conducting an invocation and benediction during
Commencement
“extremely
disheartening.”
“It doesn’t seem right to me
to be inserting something [religious],” said Beers, a senior.
“We’re brought together for a
common goal, not to pray.”
Beers, a self-proclaimed
atheist, said that even though
the University has a rotating
schedule of prayers from different faiths, “they’re always leaving out people, no matter who
they choose.”
Beers is also the president
of SKEPTIC, a student organization that serves as a home for
atheists and agnostics on campus.
“It’s supposed to be inclusive of the entire student body,
and that includes people of
faith and not of faith,” Beers
said. “They say ‘We don’t mean
to exclude anyone,’ but that’s
exactly what it’s doing.”

Beers said that an April 6
vote at the University of Maryland to eliminate their Commencement prayer drove him to
look into GW’s own practices.
The University of Maryland’s senate, composed of students, faculty and staff members, voted 32-14 to remove
prayer from their campuswide
graduation ceremony this week.
University President Dan Mote
overruled the decision three
days later.
University Marshal Jill
Kasle confirmed that GW will
maintain an invocation and
benediction at the Commencement ceremony.
“It is our custom to invoke
God’s blessing on the graduating class on their last day at
GW as they go onto the world,”
Kasle said. “It is a tradition of
long standing, and we are simply following the protocol of
the event.”
Former SA Executive Vice
President Brand Kroeger and
current EVP Kyle Boyer spoke
after Beers at Tuesday’s meeting. They said it disturbed them
that there were students who
felt the invocation and benediction are harmful to students.
“There’s an old adage that
says if it’s not broken don’t fix
it,” said Boyer, a junior. “[The
prayer] is not uttered necessarily in the name of one particular

– a 42 percent jump. The Peace
Corps reported a 16 percent
rise in applications over the
past year, the largest increase
in five years.
A representative for Teach
for America attributed the increase to a number of factors.
“Young people are just
more interested in public service,” said Eva Boster, a Teach
for America spokeswoman.
“We’ve also had a very robust
recruitment effort on over 400
college campuses. And the
economy has played a role
in decreasing competition on
campus for recruitment.”
The Hatchet reported in November that Teach for America
was already experiencing a 36
percent application increase,
before their application deadline earlier this year.
An active interest in public service at GW is not new
this year. Last year, Teach for

America was the largest employer of GW graduates, and
GW sends more students to the
Peace Corps than any mediumsized school in the nation, with
57 alumni currently serving.
Peace Corps spokesman
Stephen Chapman partially attributed the rise in applications
to President Obama’s dedication to community service.
“We feel President Obama’s
call to service has increased interest. We saw our online applications spike 175 percent around
the time of President Obama’s
inauguration, a testimony to the
way many Americans have felt
inspired by the new administration,” Chapman said.
GW’s participation in public service was the main topic
of conversation during University President Steven Knapp’s
brief discussion with Obama
before Eric Holder ’s installation in Lisner Auditorium last

month.
Though most corps cited
a call to service as the main
drive behind the rise in applications, Boster said the economy was also a factor. The national unemployment rate rose
to 8.5 percent in March, the
highest in 25 years. Corps jobs
allow graduates to take time
to wait out the recession and
guarantee housing and living
expenses.
“I think that students are
definitely interested in doing
something that will make a
difference. Because of the increased desire to be involved
in public service, we’ve grown
our recruitment efforts exponentially and economy has
played a role,” Boster said.
“Having a guaranteed paying
job right out of college could
definitely be one possible
reason for the rise in applications.” 

“

“When we know there is something tremendously
wrong, we can stress they get to a port as quickly as possible. But we can’t make the boat go any faster.”
– GW Director of the Maritime Medical Access Michael Hite,
describing a GW program that provides remote medical assistance to shipping companies.
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Tweet this

editorial
Refocusing input
on guns
Do you have an opinion about the
University Police Department having
guns? Good luck offering up those views
to anyone who matters.
Consultants from James Lee Witt Associates are still analyzing the need for guns
on campus and are currently conducting
focus groups to get student opinion. The
students have been chosen to represent a
diverse cross-section of the student body.
This is great in that we will get an idea of
how everyone from undergraduates to
commuter students feel – if they happen to
be in a focus group.
If you didn’t happen to be selected,
well, like we said before, good luck. The
only clear way to make your views heard
now is to send a letter or e-mail – although
the University doesn't seem to know which
address these are supposed to go to.
There are many things that GW actively seeks feedback on, whether it is online
course evaluations or the customer service
in J Street. However, for perhaps the most
important issue currently facing the GW
community, no e-mail address has been
publicized and no online survey has been
distributed.
In the Web 2.0 era, data collection is not
rocket science. The focus groups are a good
start, but the school should be embracing
every opportunity to get the community's
feedback. At this point, even a poorly attended town hall would be preferable to
this almost secretive approach. We’re not
talking about dining hours or even about
academics; the wrong decision here could
literally be a matter of life and death.
This decision of whether to arm UPD
has two very legitimate sides with valid
arguments from both camps. However, it
is important to remember that we are not
talking about guns in the abstract. The debate is about whether firearms belong in
Foggy Bottom in the hands of our UPD
officers. Every member of our community
deserves to be a part of this conversation –
no exceptions.

Cartoon

Twitter is steeringg us in the
wrong direction

Twittering your life away
Robbi LeGrant

But then what will I
Twitter about?

W

hat am I doing right now?
Well, Twitter, I’m trying to understand how
such a trivial concept has become this truncated
soap box used by more than 10 million “tweeters” across
the world. Why do people think I would care what they
are doing at every moment throughout the day?
MollyJean is “having
a cup of coffee from Starbucks-caramel macchiato,
of course!” Ev is “going for
a run later.” Sammy24 is “a
little bloated from Chipotle.”
Chrisdotorg is “playing halo
3...then possibly gym…then
more HALO 3!!!” According
to Twitter and their lovable
bluebird, people should
tweet “because even basic
updates are meaningful to
family members, friends,
or colleagues — especially
when they’re timely.”
JOE LALIBERTE
Twitter was hatched in
COLUMNIST
August 2006 by Evan Williams, Biz Stone and Jack
Dorsey. Williams originally
created Blogger, the popular online blogging forum which he eventually sold to
Google.
Users of Twitter are limited to 140 characters to explain the complicated intricacies of their daily lives. This
paragraph, as written, is already too long to post on Twitter.
There are obviously upsides to Twitter. The New
York Times reported last week that protesters in Moldova used Twitter along with Facebook to organize a mass
protest against the communist government. During the
campaign, President Obama tweeted to let people know
how he was doing on the campaign trail. Instead of reading Us Weekly, gossip hounds can get their celebrity updates straight from Ashton Kutcher and Snoop Dogg,
both of whom tweet. The media has clearly anointed

You're really sick, I don't think
you should be going out...

Twitter as the next big thing.
But Twitter has not really caught on with those of
us in college. Adults 35 and older are leading the 1,000
percent increase in usage since last year. Those 45-54
years of age are the most frequent tweeters. According
to Reuters, college-aged students and recent graduates
use Twitter in about the same numbers as those between
the ages 55 and 64. Grandma is getting in on the tweets
as well, as slightly more than 5 percent of Twitter users
are over 65.
It’s not that I have a problem with social networking
or the use of technology for the betterment of society. I
don’t. I have a problem with Joan tweeting that she just
bought a new pair of shoes. I have a problem with Bob
tweeting about being tired from a long night out at the
bars.
The problem with Twitter is not in the simple idea of
staying connected. It’s nice to stay in touch with friends
from high school, family and colleagues from past jobs.

Love to draw? Have opinions?
The Hatchet is seeking editorial cartoonists!
opinions@gwhatchet.com

To each their own god – or not

L

ast Tuesday, I read in The Diamondback,
the student-run newspaper at the University of Maryland, that the university
senate has decided to remove the prayers from
the general graduation ceremony in light of the
secular nature of the university and the diversity of its students.
I’d spent so much time
working toward graduation
JOHN
here at GW that I had not spent
any time thinking about the ceremony itself. When I read this
article, I was worried that GW, a school created as a nonsectarian institution by an act of a
secular Congress in 1821, would include these
prayers. I called the Office of University Events
and they confirmed that GW does include an
invocation and benediction at graduation.
Learning this was extremely disheartening. I feel that I’ve worked so hard to graduate,
only to be excluded at my own graduation.
GW includes a diverse body of students from
many different faiths – as well as those with
no faith, or even anti-faith. We have a special
service for students of faith, the interfaith baccalaureate, which kicks off Commencement

Weekend. This is a great chance for students
to come together in prayer if they so choose.
However, the general commencement is for all
of the graduating students -– not just those of
faith.
At the first Student Association senateelect meeting on Tuesday,
former Executive Vice President Brand Kroeger comBEERS
mented that the prayers are
not there to exclude anyone,
but are meant to bring us
together. Unfortunately, they do not do this.
Brand and I will be brought together at Commencement by our achievements at GW,
not by our faith or lack thereof. We come together to celebrate these achievements, not to
pray. However, during these formal prayers,
Brand and I, united in our achievements, will
become divided by our religious beliefs. This
is what the effect of the invocation and benediction is.
The other argument put forth against inclusion of all students at commencement was
by SA Vice President Kyle Boyer. His was a
simple argument for tradition. Yet many tra-

ditions have changed since 1821, often for the
better. Currently, students for transgender
rights on campus are fighting exclusion with
a pending nondiscrimination bill. As the diversity of our University is strengthened in
time, outdated traditions of exclusion should
change.
I want the day of commencement to be
concerned with what we share, not what we
disagree on. I would rather be united with
Brand and with all of my religious friends on
campus, than for us to be separated on a day
that is meant to bring every graduating student of the University together. Removing the
formal prayers from the general commencement does not keep any person of faith from
saying any prayer they wish. It only comes
one step closer to eliminating divisive traditions of our school.
The University Policy on Equal Opportunity states that The George Washington
University does not unlawfully discriminate
against any person on the basis of religion. Is
lawful discrimination really any better?
–The writer is a senior majoring in computer
science.

Letters to the editor
Gun amendment is
appropriate
Ms. Claire Autruong makes
some good points but also has
some very idealistic hopes in her
argument. She refers to Sen. John
Ensign’s amendment to S.160, the
D.C. Voting Rights Act of 2009 as
something he threw into the bag
to derail voting rights for District
residents.
We always hear how Republicans are to blame for everything,
such doom and gloom. In reality,
the gun amendment was supported by Virginia’s two Democratic
senators and Majority Leader Harry Reid, the Democratic top honcho. The question that no one is
raising is what use is Del. Eleanor
Holmes Norton if she can’t even
get her own party members from
voting against her most important
piece of legislation?
For the last eight years, it was
President Bush’s fault and that of
the Republican Congress. So what
happens when the Democratic
leadership votes for an amendment that will muck up voting
rights? It’s the NRA’s fault. Come
on, get real. Autruong is misguided in suggesting the motto for

D.C. be changed from “Taxation
without Representation” to “Representation without Power.”
Let’s not forget that when the
Democrats were in control and
Marion Barry was mayor, Barry
refused Democratic Sen. Patrick
Leahy’s offer to give District leaders their own budget autonomy.
No right-wing conspiracy was
behind that decision either. To be
perfectly blunt, the gun amendment has wide support. Norton
has proven that she is completely
ineffective within her own party
and the gun amendment can be
added to any bill at any time and
pass, so might as well get it with
voting rights. That is, unless you
really want voting rights or just
something to complain about for
the next 40 years.
JJ Gottschalk
Senior

No basis for SMPA
claims

I write today to express my
disappointment and steadfast
disagreement with the staff editorial entitled “SMPA’s Schism,”
printed in The Hatchet of April 9.
As a proud member of the School

QUOTABLE

“
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of Media and Public Affairs and
a political communication major,
I find no basis for the editorial’s
claim that by having two distinct
programs in the SMPA, neither
one can flourish.
On the contrary, I have found
that my political communication
program has been enhanced by
the journalism class requirements
because they essentially force me
to be the journalist that, as a political communicator, I am trying to
reach. These programs represent
two sides of the same coin, and
their symbiotic relationship is integral to the success of both programs.
I also reject as false the idea
that because “most of the top journalism undergraduate schools in
the country are called a “School
of Journalism” and not a “School
of Media and Public Affairs,” we
should restructure an entire academic school and make a name
change, as if changing the name
of a school would do anything
but make The Hatchet’s editorial
board feel better.
It is also worth noting that
these classes deal with the intersection of public policy, politics,
the public and the media. These

are specialized classes that require
a very specific faculty and while I
mean no offense to the political science department, I would prefer
constitutional scholars and political
theorists not teach me how to write
a campaign speech or analyze
public opinion. We have fantastic
professors in SMPA that have done
these things in the “real world” for
decades, and the idea that because
the program has the word “political” in its name it should be rolled
into the political science department is simply inept.
As a rising senior I have come
to regard both of the programs
offered by SMPA as some of the
strongest GW has to offer. It is one
of the biggest reasons I came to
GW and one of the many reasons
I am proud to call myself a GW
student. The School of Media and
Public Affairs is great just the way
it is.
Dan Curran
Junior
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But Twitter represents the most insincere form of communication. Why not grab a beer or a cup of coffee? Instead, we get tweets telling us that you just got out of the
shower or stubbed a toe.
The next Twitter is already gaining traction. A new
Web site called Justin.tv recently launched to provide users with a “Truman Show” look into its users’ lives. The
Web site provides constant live feeds of a person’s home
and office and a chat room for discussing what is going
on in his or her life. The founder got the idea while strapping a camera to a backpack to allow people to follow
him around all day.
Is this the future? Are we heading towards such a
connected society that I need to constantly tell people
what I’m doing? I guess if that’s where we are heading,
then here is my tweet:
“Joe is going into the woods. Don’t bother texting.”
–The writer, a senior majoring in political communication, is
a Hatchet columnist.

Defending
transgender students

T

he Hatchet recently reported enter a women’s restroom to find
that because a female-born a man there, since they could not
transgender student was al- complain to campus security as
legedly “harassed” by sisters of a they can now.
sorority and forced to withdraw
Furthermore,
protection
because he dressed and acted like against discrimination based
a man, the Faculty Senate will be upon sexual orientation – as well
asked to “add the words ‘gender as other traditional factors like
or identity expression’ to GW’s race – appears in at least four difStudent Code of Conduct nondis- ferent places in official University
crimination policy.”
antidiscrimination policies. The
There are many problems with Hatchet reports the proposal is to
this proposal.
amend only one.
First, the proadd “gender
JOHN BANZHAF Why
posed amendment
or identity expresmight provide little
sion” to only one
protection in that
document, whereas
very situation. GW’s current poli- “sexual orientation” is mentioned
cies regarding other similar cate- in all four, if the same type and
gories – such as sexual orientation level of protection from discrimi– target only official policies and nation is intended?
actions by GW officials. For examThe Code of Student Conduct
ple, individual fraternity members – which lists actions for which stuapparently cannot be punished for dents can be disciplined – does not
expressing hostility based upon prohibit discrimination (whether
sexual orientation – provided it based on race, sexual orientation,
didn’t amount to “disorderly con- etc.) as a separate punishable ofduct.” It also apparently doesn’t fense, but rather only if it motivates
prohibit individuals from voting “violence,” “disorderly conduct,”
against a pledge based on factors etc. So even if “gender or identity
like sexual orientation.
expression” is added to the existNext, it’s not clear how such ing categories, it is not clear that
an amendment would answer a “harassment” which falls short of
key concern raised by transgen- “disorderly conduct” would be
dered students at other universi- prohibited.
ties – restroom use. For example, a
The Statement of Student
person who has male genitals but Rights and Responsibilities says
wears a dress may experience ad- “The University will not permit
verse reactions from others while discrimination on grounds of sex,
using a men’s restroom.
race, color, religion, national oriIf the amendment would ad- gin, disability, sexual orientation
dress this problem by permitting or identity, or any other illegal bathe student to use the women’s sis in any University-recognized
restroom, that concern might be area of student life.” Since discrimeliminated, but some female us- ination based upon “sexual ideners might be concerned about an tity” is already prohibited, why is
invasion of their privacy. Since the there a need to add new language
term “gender or identity expres- to protect against discrimination
sion” presumably also applies to based upon “gender or identity
transvestites or cross-dressers – expression”?
including heterosexual men in
Finally, as noted above, the
dresses – that concern might be Student Rights Statement, as well
even greater.
as the University Policy on Equal
Additionally, if the amend- Opportunity, by their terms proment would permit persons with hibit only discrimination which
male genitalia to use a women’s is “illegal” or “unlawful.” Since
restroom, this might permit males discrimination against transdressed and acting like men to use gendered people is not illegal in
a women’s restroom, since to grant Virginia, it is not clear that the
transgendered males and not other proposed amendment would
males this privilege arguably dis- provide protection on GW’s Vircriminates against the latter based ginia Campus.
upon their “gender or identity
It’s important to address these
expression” as males. This might issues now before votes are taken.
raise safety as well as privacy con–The writer is a professor of public
cerns for some women who might
interest law at the Law School.
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GW Hospital weathers economy
As area hospitals
face losses, GW
remains stable
by Amy D’Onofrio
Hatchet Staff Writer
The lagging economy has
taken a toll on D.C.-area hospitals, forcing layoffs and costcutting measures, but a GW
Hospital representative says the
Foggy Bottom facility has remained stable.
GW Hospital officials have
terminated fewer than 1 percent of the organization’s positions and the hospital has experienced an increase in market
share over the past year, Hospital Communications Manager Heather Oldham said in
an e-mail. The GW Hospital is
operated under a joint agreement between the University
and Universal Health Services,
a for-profit hospital management company.
“We are not completely immune to today’s economic challenges,” Oldham said. “However, we seem to be faring well in
spite of them.”
Other area hospitals have
been hit by a combination of
rising expenses and decreasing income, but Oldham attributed GW Hospital’s growth to
an increase in both emergency
department visits and surgical
cases, as well as new technology
and specialty surgery programs
like gynecologic surgery and
pain management.
While patient admissions in
February 2009 were 5.6 percent
lower than they were in February 2008, Oldham said the hospital has still seen an increase in
patients – nearly 6 percent – over
the last year. GW Hospital has

MARRIAGE
from p.A1
“There’s definitely a correlation there because the letter was
sent in such close proximity to
the vote,” Mort said.
Michael Komo, president of
Allied in Pride, said his organization has focused the entire year

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

D.C.-area hospitals have reported profit drops as a result of the economic downturn, but the GW
Hospital has largely dodged serious economic problems.
the second-highest number of
adult patient admissions in the
District, she added.
“We are doing well and
haven’t experienced the decreases that other hospitals have.
Relative to the market, our volumes have actually increased,”
Oldham said.
Other District hospitals have
not fared as well as the GW facility, said Robert A. Malson, chief
executive officer of the District
of Columbia Hospital Association, a nonprofit organization
that represents and advocates
for area hospitals.
“It’s a very difficult situation. The economy is affecting us
all,” he said.
Hospitals outside the Belt-

way are having trouble as well.
Nearly 60 percent of Maryland’s
58 hospitals sustained overall
losses totaling $466 million in
the last three months of 2008, according to financial analysis by
the Maryland Hospital Association.
Most losses stemmed from
increases in interest rates, losses
on returns and other cost increases related to expanding
programs and developing new
technology, according to an
MHA news release.
Of the GW Hospital positions
that were eliminated, many were
organizational changes, Oldham
said – though she declined to
specify what jobs had been cut.
“We asked our department

directors to look closely at our
expenses and to identify ways to
lower costs,” she said. “We have
targeted one or two line items,
such as reducing employee travel to conferences.”
No patient services have
been cut for budgetary reasons,
Oldham added.
Oldham did say that “anecdotally” she has heard of some
patients choosing to postpone
certain surgeries, but said that
number was relatively insignificant.
Oldham said, “Some physicians have shared that they’ve
seen patients delay elective surgeries, but we always encourage
patients to make their health a
top priority.” 

on pushing for marriage equality
and has seen a shift in people’s
responses as of late.
“We have gone canvassing
door to door in D.C. and people
have been either very receptive
or neutral, whereas in the past, it
was hit or miss and people were
hostile,” said Komo, a sophomore.
He added, “This year, we really haven’t seen opposition to our

events. Last year, YAF protested
our marriage equality week. I
don’t think there was a protest
this year. I don’t know if it’s a lack
of effort on their part or that we
have been successful in winning
people over. We are pleasantly
surprised and pleased.”
Aside from a decrease in opposition to the cause, Komo said
other student groups on campus
have been eager to help with

events focused on garnering
same-sex marriage rights.
“Student orgs have reached
out to us without us asking and
offered support,” Komo said.
“Our goal is to see same-sex marriage in D.C. and we are working
especially hard in D.C. I think
that within a year we could quite
possibly see marriage here.”
Mort added, “We’re just really excited, just ecstatic.” 
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Latina sorority returns to campus
Sigma Lambda Upsilon
Inc., a traditionally Latina sorority, returned to GW after a
three-year absence with a lively
ceremony Thursday night in
Kogan Plaza.
Members of the Greek-letter
community came out to satisfy
their curiosity Thursday night
after receiving a vague e-mail
from Director of Greek Life
Dean Harwood saying that there
would be a special event for the
Greek-letter community at the
clock tower in Kogan Plaza.
The sorority’s pledges
marched in wearing masks,
which they later removed to
reveal themselves to the crowd.
The coming-out ceremony, or
probate, marked the end of a
largely secretive pledging period in which the members could
not reveal their identities.
“I wanted to know who will
be unmasked and to show support because they are most likely my friends,” said sophomore
Abike Kamson as she waited
for the probate to begin.
Thursday night’s ceremony, which included stepping

BHANGRA
from p.A1
event, primarily because it was
going to make a profit.
“To have the school’s support would have been nice,” said
senior Anugna Kasireddy, codirector of the event. “The school
uses the event on its admissions
videos. But we tried our best.”
She said the group made up
the last-minute funding shortfall
with contributions from various donors, corporate sponsors
and GW’s Multicultural Student
Services Center. Kasireddy said
the group still had to cut back on
food and activities at the barbecue
event that preceded the Blowout.
“But at the end of the day, we
think this year’s events are at the
same caliber as the last 16 years,"
said co-director Madhia Malik, a
sophomore.
Bhangra, a traditional dance
from the Punjab region of India
and Pakistan, is a high-energy
style of dance often performed
at occasions such as weddings
and the beginning of the harvest. Eight collegiate teams vied
for $7,500 in winnings, with first
place garnering $4,000. Their performances were judged on a variety of categories such as enter-

and chanting, was designed to
present the new members to the
University community.
The sorority is a nationally
recognized organization founded in 1987 and present on more
than 30 college campuses.
“Sigma Lambda Upsilon
was at GW previously,” Harwood said. “We had a group of
interested women and a very
supportive group of alumni.
Everyone is excited to have
them back on campus.”
Eric Gutierrez, a student
services coordinator at the
Multicultural Student Services
Center, said that sorority alumnae returning to campus and
attending events sparked the
interest of some students to initiate a revival.
Veronica Yona, a sister from
the Old Dominion University
chapter, said she was pleased to
see the revival of Sigma Lambda Upsilon at GW.
“The alumni will always be
involved but the new members
will bring some fresh blood,
new ideas and energy.”
– Keegan Bales
tainment value, artistic elements
and how closely it followed traditional Bhangra.
A viewer’s choice award was
given to the audience favorite,
which audience members voted
on using text messages. The winner, the team from New York
University, won with a total of
nearly 4,000 votes – seemingly
more than were in attendance at
the event, though no one seemed
to mind.
Virginia Commonwealth University took first place in the competitive portion for the second
year in a row, with a routine that
incorporated a dancer depicting
the Joker from Batman.
DJ Kayper, from the United
Kingdom, served as emcee for
the event and played music that
blended modern hip-hop and
R&B with Bhangra and Bollywood.
The GW South Asian Society
encourages exploration of South
Asian culture among people who
might not have been otherwise
exposed to it. Heather Jones, a
junior on Cornell’s team, said she
has danced Bhangra since high
school, though she is not of South
Asian descent.
“I was trained in classical and
modern dance, but it was never
my forte,” Jones said. “Bhangra
has become my passion.” 

A6 | Monday, April 13, 2009

The GW Hatchet

Liffe
Li

April 14, 2003
GW faces a classroom shortage even amid new construction. The number of available
rooms declines by 21 percent.

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

April 16, 1998
GW signs on to a plan to back
Internet2, a new fiber optic
network said to enhance connection speed by 100 times.

April 17, 1986
GW President Lloyd Elliott
refuses to withdraw $75 million
of GW investments from companies operating in apartheidera South Africa.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com)
Miranda Green and Max McGowen – Contributing Life Editors (features@gwhatchet.com)

Flinging frisbees
for peace
Ultimate Frisbee breaks cultural boundaries in Israel
by Whitney Hensler
Hatchet Reporter

A basketball team can unite a
school. A football championship can
bring a town together. And, occasionally, Ultimate Frisbee can bring
peace.
That’s the philosophy behind Ultimate Peace, an organization that
brings Israeli and Palestinian children
together to play Ultimate Frisbee and
break down racial and cultural tensions between them.
Freshman Aaron Weiss traveled to
Israel at the beginning of April with
the group and experienced the transformation firsthand.
Weiss, who is on the GW Ultimate
Frisbee team, heard about the organization through a friend on the team
and was immediately drawn to the
opportunity.
“I am Jewish, have been [to Israel]
twice before and am always looking
for an excuse to go back,” he said.
“Ultimate Frisbee has taken up a lot
of my life. Mixing the two seemed
like it would be a good time.”
The five-day event took place in
Tel Aviv. Each day included a planned
activity that encouraged cooperation and understanding through the
teaching and playing of the sport.
“The nice thing about Frisbee, the
thing that makes it different from other sports, is you get to call your own
fouls and all arguments are settled
Michelle Rattinger/ Hatchet photographer on the field,” said Weiss. “It teaches
Aaron Weiss traveled to Israel with Ultimate Peace, which uses Ultimate Fris- them to solve their own problems and
bee to break down barriers between Israeli and Palestinian children.

“You just hear words like
Arab being used as an
insult. It’s just important to
have kids at a young age
come and see that they’re
the same.”
AARON WEISS
FRESHMAN

get along together.”
Weiss, the only GW student on
the trip, worked with a small group
of volunteers traveling with the organization. Most of the travelers were
coaches: 20 in all, with an equal maleto-female ratio. Together, they split
the children, ranging from ages 8 to
13, into twelve teams.
Weiss’s team, “Team Jam,” consisted of girls ages 11 to 13 and was
headed by Mike Payne, a famous
Ultimate Frisbee player who works
with the Ultimate Players Associa-

tion, and his wife, Samantha Salvia.
Though honored to be playing alongside these “gods of the sport,” Weiss
entered Israel unsure of what the trip
would hold.
“Going into the trip I wasn’t really sure what to expect … I was just
hoping it would be a good atmosphere,” he said. “But we never had
any problems with kids refusing to
play with each other or being mean
to each other.”
The trip had different days devoted to teaching the children to play Ultimate Frisbee and seeing them interact. In addition to this, two days were
reserved for tournaments between
the different teams – where progress
really happened.
“There was definitely a gap at the
beginning, but in the end when we
had them scrimmage it didn’t really
matter anymore. It wasn’t Israeli or
Palestinian. It was this team versus
that team.”
At the end of the trip, the Israeli
and Palestinian children both performed cultural dances and cheered
for one another.
“You just hear words like Arab
being used as an insult. It’s just important to have kids at a young age
come and see that they’re the same
and they have the same interests,” he
said. “Hopefully when they go back
to their communities and hear those
insults, they can say, ‘Hey, that’s not
true. I’ve seen them, played with
them and become friends with them,
and the things we hear aren’t true.’ ”

Let's talk
about

hear about in R-rated comedies doesn’t reflect
reality. LifeStyles Condoms recently conducted
a study to make sure that they were making
their products the appropriate size. After 400
college students were measured, the company
concluded that the average erect penis size is
5.9 inches.
Opinions differ on whether or not length is
even important. In studies relating to pregnancy and childbirth, the average vagina is found
to be roughly five to seven inches deep. So how
long does a penis really need to be?
“I’d say it’s more about width than length,”
another friend, Lisa, told me. When she found
We live in a superficial world where sexual
herself in a situation in which her boyfriend
skill is often based on dubious criteria. Many
was too big, she didn’t know what to do. “I was
men assume that the hotter their partner is, the
just surprised that someone could be too big.”
better the sex will be. I’m sure many heterosexThe moral of this story seems to be that peual women believe the same thing. But when it
nis size isn’t everything. I’m sure you can imagcomes down to it, physical characteristics are
ine how a larger unit can cause some problems
pretty poor indicators of how sex is going to
– namely not being able to fit it where you want
turn out.
it. In fact, I think it’s more difficult to deal with
Nothing is worse than the assumptions we
a large penis than a small pemake about penis size. Acnis.
cording to a 2007 study
“There are other ways to
published in the urology
M
ARSHAL STAGGS
have orgasms,” said April,
journal BJU International
a third female friend, when
taken, 55 percent of men
SEX COLUMNIST
asked what she would do
said they were satisfied
with a penis on the small side.
with their junk. Based on
“So if sex didn’t do it for me, I
this survey, half of the guys
would hope that the guy had other skills.”
reading this will, at some point, have to deal
If you’re too big to make penetration comwith the emotional concerns packaged with
fortable, the same rules apply. Oral sex and
their package. About 85 percent of women said
other types of stimulation are always an option,
they were “very satisfied” with the size of their
and lots of lube can help you out.
lover ’s penis, so I asked whether or not penis
So what’s the verdict? The women I talked
size matters.
to agreed on one thing.
“Size matters,” said Norah*, a friend of
“I think what’s more important is how much
mine. “Any girl who says otherwise is lying.”
you’re into it,” said Norah.
Sounds like a pretty direct answer to me.
“It depends on the skill of your partner,”
While it addresses part of the question, I don’t
added April. I think most women would agree
think it answers it fully. After thinking about
with them.
her answer, I now think that the more appropriThe best thing you can do, aside from refinate question is “How much is enough?” More
ing your technique, is to be confident. Regardimportantly, what’s average?
less of what Smilin’ Bob might lead you to beScientifically speaking, the average is problieve, you’re not going to get any longer. You’re
ably smaller than you’d expect. Believe it or
pretty much stuck with what you’ve got. 
not, the kind of equipment we see in porn and
*All names have been changed.

SEX

Measuring up

H

Get more sex advice online
Go online to read a review of an instructional sex video and a follow-up
to a recent sex column about the female orgasm.

Visit www.gwhatchet.com this Thursday for

Go Out GW
A new guide to campus
nightlife
Premiering this Thursday
only on gwhatchet.com
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Reading the future
Like most seniors, as I stare into the abyss
She then pried into my love life.
that is the future, I am full of more questions than
“I see you in a long-term relationship soon,”
answers. Some folks turn to religion in uncertain she said.
times, but I decided to seek professional help.
I prodded her along, “Yes? Yes?”
I went to see a psychic.
“But don’t push it. You need to take things
I walked into the small wooden shed-like slowly. Your romantic energy isn’t great enough
building at 20th and I streets and met with An- right now,” the psychic told me.
naMarie, a 19-year-old who describes herself as a
What? My romantic energy is just fine, thank
“spiritual healist.”
you very much. I asked for
“My family has been doclarification.
ing this for over 100 years,”
Apparently,
I’m
too
C
LAYTON
M.
M
C
C
LESKEY
she told me.
stressed and that’s hindering
A sliding glass door leads
my ability to deal with my
HATCHET COLUMNIST
into her workspace, which is
emotions and feelings.
decorated with green velvet
“You definitely need
walls and a faux-chandelier
some Pilates or yoga,” said
hanging from the ceiling with the power chord AnnaMarie, adding that I need to be more active.
running across the ceiling.
I think that was her polite psychic way of telling
Once seated, AnnaMarie gave me a brief run- me I need to cart my rear over to the gym more
down of the services offered.
often.
Five bucks will get you a basic palm reading.
Then came a warning.
For 10 dollars she’ll look into your distant future.
“Be aware of a past relationship – a love from
And for 20 bucks, you can get the deluxe package your past will try to re-enter your life,” she said.
that has all that plus a three-month prediction. I
Well, my kindergarten girlfriend asked me
splurged and chose the last option.
to meet her for drinks this weekend. Should I be
AnnaMarie began by having me clench my scared?
fists and think of a happy thought in the future.
If I can steer clear of this former love, I will be
My thought? Passing my economics class so I can able to move forward in my current relationship,
graduate. (Professor Bradley, the psychic indicated she said.
I would pass, so I guess that’s a done deal, right?)
She also had some post-graduation advice.
I stretched out my palms on the circular gold“You are at a crossroads. I see you needing
en table in front of me, and AnnaMarie began to to travel. Go overseas. Let loose, play and have
tell my fortune. I braced for a load of bull.
fun.”
“You have a long life line. You will lead a
So, let me get this straight. What I need right
healthy and fulfilling life,” she said.
now is to go abroad and goof off?
I perked up.
Well, the psychic said so, and who am I to ar“You are on a good career path,” she said with gue with a palm reader?
confidence.
After saying I would have twins and that I
Maybe she isn’t such a quack after all.
have trouble sleeping at night, AnnaMarie was
“But there is jealousy around you,” she done.
warned.
For a moment, I sat stunned at how perceptive
That’s true. Being a Hatchet columnist is pret- she was. Maybe there could be something to all
ty glitzy. I bet a lot of y’all are jealous.
this psychic business.
“You hate being bossed around,” she exI asked if she has regular customers.
plained.
“No, most people just come to play around,”
She’s right. Just ask my editors.
she said. 
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LANGUAGE LESSONS
I stand in between worlds
attempting to curve my tongue accordingly.
It is difficult to reconcile languages and hypocrisies
to pick and choose phrases
so as not to misinterpret or misrepresent.
I was not raised reading Whitman,
indeed, I was lucky to have been raised reading.
I do not speak in classroom vernacular in the streets
both because it is pompous,
and reason for exclusion.
I find now I am language-less
unable to speak to my community
because my diction is not recognized
puts me in the box of the “educated”,
therefore, traitor.
Unable to speak to you
because my “ghetto” accent
creatively laces itself between exchanges,
and you cannot see past my hoodness
to this meaning.
Code switching is tricky business,
a no-man’s land of slang-lish.
Caught in between impress and express
train of thought translations lost.
I do not know what they have stolen,
both by learning and remembering.
I only know I am mute by default.
Hypocrite by nurture;
firstly, because of the language I use
to write this poem.
Secondly, because the streets where I grew up
will never read it,
the school that I attend will never hear it.
It is difficult to reconcile languages and hypocrisies
when you’re the product of Shakespeare
and Tupac.
–Elizabeth Acevedo

Student poet hits national scene
from p.A1
Acevedo’s gift for spoken and
written word has given this humble,
well-spoken junior an outlet to perform her slam poetry and elevated
her to the national Performance Poetry scene.
Acevedo was recently featured
in a public service announcement
for Black Television and she performed one of her own poems at
The Renaissance Hotel for the Hispanic Heritage Foundation.
“I just remember watching one
day and I hear my voice and I just
turned and thought ‘wow, that’s
pretty cool.’ It was this moment of
realization that this might just happen – this might just work,” she said
in an interview.
The 5’6” New York native thrives
on her performance poetry. Her use
of the English language, powerful
voice and ability to express her personal experiences as a woman and
as a Latina leaves audiences hanging on her every word.
Acevedo has performed in venues across D.C. and New York and
with on-campus organizations such
as Capital Funk. She performed in
last year’s Capital Funk Showcase
at Lisner Auditorium where she
presented one of her poems in front
of an audience of 900 students and
was the only woman and only poet
who got a standing ovation.
“To go up there and be like ‘I’m a
poet’ and match the intensity of the
dancing showed me a lot about myself and about what I bring, I knew I
was going the right way,” she said.
With a reserved smile, she recalled the show as one of her favorite college experiences. She remembers thinking: “This is it. This
is what I’m doing.”
Acevedo makes a point to perform her own written works unless
paying tribute to another author
and her body of work reflects her
own life experiences.
“Both of my parents are from
the Dominican Republic. I’m first

“It’s a culture shock
walking into a classroom and being the
only person of color
there. Using poetry
in a standard way to
express that was empowering.”
ELIZABETH ACEVEDO
STUDENT POET

generation college and first generation to leave home. A lot of my
work grapples with always being
in between worlds,” she said. “It’s
about trying to use the talent that I
have to give a message, but it’s all
about art.”
One piece called “Language
Lessons” was inspired by her experiences at GW. It focuses on the
differences between standard English and non-standard English and
being a first generation Latina and a
woman of color.
Her experiences at GW and in
D.C. shaped the poem. “It’s a culture shock walking into a classroom
and being the only person of color

there,” she said. “Using poetry in
a standard way to express that was
empowering.”
Acevedo said when she first
came to GW she was astonished by
the segregation on campus and in
the District.
“I was really surprised by all
the staff that you see and the professors and the students and the
cultures that they all represent and
why at times it can seem very segregated,” she said.
But, in her three years here, she
said she has seen a positive shift in
the school’s efforts to promote interaction between different cultural
groups.
“There has been a really big
change and a feeling that people
are more open and more willing to
work with each other and go out
to events that maybe aren’t part of
their culture,” she said.
Acevedo is pursuing her own
major in Performance Art: a combination of theatre, creative writing, anthropology, sociology and
dance.
Although she is no stranger
to the limelight, she admits that
performance did not always come
easy and was something she had to
work at. She wrote her first poem
in first grade and started performing at age 12.
“I was always really nervous
getting up or standing up,” she said
with a hint of nostalgia. “It would
take twenty minutes of coaxing to
say a two minute poem.”
It wasn’t until age 14, when she
joined a slam poetry group in New
York City that she really began to
develop a passion for the craft.
“That was the first time I caught
the bug,” said Acevedo, who performed on Saturday night at an
Organization of Latin American
Students event. On April 26 she will
perform in the 2009 Capitol Funk
Showcase.
“It’s not a class, it’s not a grade,”
she said. “At the end of the day, you
write because you have something
to say.” 
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NUMBER CRUNCH

The number of times Navy has won the annual George
Washington Invitational Regatta in its 22 years of existence,
including this year.

Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Dan Greene – Asst. Sports Editor (dgreene@gwhatchet.com)

Lacrosse fails
to clinch A-10
by Vyomika Jairam
Hatchet Staff Writer
The GW women’s lacrosse
team entered Friday’s home
match with the chance to kill two
birds with one stone: A win over
Richmond would have not only
clinched a trip to the Atlantic 10
tournament for the Colonials, but
would have kept out the Spiders,
a perennial conference power.
But GW was unable to match
its conference rival’s intensity,
falling 21-12 in a game in which
head coach Tara Hannaford said
the circumstances created an extra burden for the Colonials.
“It wasn’t just that we could
have clinched [a berth],” Hannaford said after the game. “The
pressure was on us because we
knew that if we won, that meant
that Richmond might not make
the championships at all.”
Instead, GW (4-10, 3-2 A-10)
is now tied for third place with
the Spiders and must win at least
one of its remaining two games
of the season to move on to
championship play.
Coming off an 18-5 loss to
UMass, the Colonials were efficient before halftime, scoring
seven goals on 11 shots and even
spending much of the first half in
the lead. But they were unable to
keep pace with Richmond’s onslaught in the second half, as the
Spiders had two four-goal runs
and outshot the Colonials 23-13.
Richmond had twice as many
shots on goal as the Colonials,
24-12, in the entire game.
The Colonials committed
four times as many fouls as Richmond and were also unsuccessful in draws, as Richmond won
21 of the game’s 35. Richmond
also dominated possession, leaving few factors in GW’s favor.
“It’s really important in this
game that we attack constantly
on the attack side and defensively, and that intensity was missing
in our play today,” Hannaford
said. “We went maybe one or

two girls [after loose balls] while
they went four.”
After a tough nonconference
schedule left GW with an 0-9
record to begin the season, the
Colonials have been able to turn
it around during the conference
slate, a development freshman
midfielder Sarah Phillips attributes to the season’s difficult
start.
“We definitely improved in
Atlantic 10 play,” Phillips said.
“It was nice to have had harder
preparation in our nonconference schedule.”
Phillips was named last
week’s A-10 Rookie of the Week
after scoring nine points in two
games last weekend. She added
four assists in Friday’s game and
is second on the team with 28
points.
Hannaford is happy with
the way her freshmen have settled into the team and believes
the youth of her squad – 14 of
the team’s 24 players are either
freshmen or sophomores – are
making significant contributions.
Freshman attack Megan Seidman
was also named the conference’s
rookie of the week earlier this
season.
“Adjusting to the college
game can be a hard transition,
but they’ve done a really great
job of it,” Hannaford said. “Having so few returning starters has
given all the players an opportunity to step up.”
While Hannaford wants her
entire team to pick up its level
of intensity, she’s looking for the
defense to communicate better
to stop runs from the opposing
team and to hustle better.
Up next for GW is Saint Joseph’s, which is currently in second place in the conference with
a 4-1 record. The Hawks beat La
Salle last weekend and have already clinched an A-10 tournament berth. The Colonials will
hope to lock up a spot of their
own when the teams meet Friday in Philadelphia. 

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

The 22nd annual George Washington Invitational Regatta served as an opportunity for GW's rowing program to prove it belongs
among the nation's elite programs. During the two-day event, 68 races took place on the Potomac River.

Weather does not dampen regatta
GW finishes
sixth as host of
annual event
by Jake DiGregorio
Hatchet Staff Writer
The parking lot attendants grimaced as the early morning rain
stung their faces, but men’s crew
head coach Greg Myhr was smiling from ear to ear as he walked
around the Thompson Rowing
Center along the Potomac River
Saturday.
GW’s rowing teams hosted the
22nd annual George Washington
Invitational Regatta last weekend,
finishing sixth out of 12 teams, behind winner Navy.

Myhr knew that no matter
how well his team performed,
the regatta would be a feather in
the cap of the GW rowing program,
“Hosting a home race, for any
team, requires more logistical work
than traveling,” said Myhr. “That
said, the advantages of competing at home enormously outweigh
this. Our athletes are familiar with
the race course and the facilities,
and having a home crowd of literally hundreds of people supporting and cheering for them makes
this one of the highlights of their
season every year.”
Indeed, familiarity would
prove to be a powerful weapon in
GW’s arsenal, as the team was tested again and again over the course
of two days against top-level crews
such as Cornell, Georgetown and
Navy.
The weekend competition was

organized in a three heat, roundrobin format so each crew would
get the chance to face each other
in more direct competition. In the
68 races over the two-day period,
GW’s men’s second freshman
eights enjoyed two open water
victories over Georgetown, and
the top two men’s boats each defeated College of the Holy Cross.
However, the men’s team faltered in its race against Cornell
and was barely edged out by the
11-time champion Midshipmen,
losing on the first varsity level by
three-tenths of a second.
“I was very pleased with how
the team performed,” said Myhr.
“We're still very new to this league,
and we knew we were the underdogs in our races against Cornell
and Navy. However, our men
pushed very hard in each of these
races.”
Stiff competition in the wom-

en’s bracket came from all sides,
forcing the Colonials out of position. Women’s crews from Columbia, MIT and Colgate turned in top
times throughout the weekend. But
with the women’s team headed
to the Atlantic 10 championships
next weekend, coach Robert McCracken remains optimistic about
the weekend and its long-term implications.
“One of our goals this year was
to move up in the overall standings,” said McCracken. “Next
week, we hope to medal which
would be a great step for our program, especially as we’re looking
to expand.”
Despite an overall sixth place
finish in the point totals behind
Navy, Columbia, Cornell, Georgetown and Saint Joseph’s, the weekend was a success in terms of promoting GW’s visibility as a top-tier,
competitive program. 

Recruit struggles in Cap. Classic
Maryland's Kromah optimistic about next season
by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Sophomore midfielder Kristin Mobyed advances the ball
against the Richmond defense during Friday's 21-12 loss.

Varsity Roundup
Baseball
After riding a five-game winning streak into the week, the
Colonials have gone cold, dropping five games
in six days, culminating in a three-game sweep
at the hands of Charlotte over the weekend. GW
(16-19, 5-6 Atlantic 10) saw its ninth-inning rally
fall short in Sunday's 6-4 loss to the 49ers and
lost 10-9 on a walk-off single in the bottom of the ninth in the
second game of Saturday's double-header.
Softball
GW's softball team split a doubleheader at Dayton Saturday, prevailing 3-2 in the first game before falling 9-2 in
the second. The Colonials' (12-25, 3-9 A-10)
game one victory came when freshman Krissy
Mackiewicz broke a tie with an RBI single in
the sixth inning while senior Amanda Gabriel
held the Flyers to two runs and struck out nine
in a complete-game effort on the mound. The second
game got out of hand quickly, with Dayton putting up four
runs in the first frame and holding on for the win.

After back-to-back seasons
of disappointing losses and consecutive 13th-place finishes in
the Atlantic 10, fans of GW men’s
basketball got a sneak peak at the
potential future of the program
Thursday night at American University’s Bender Arena in Capital
Classic high school all-star game.
That preview came in the
form of 6-foot-6 guard Lasan
Kromah, who started for the Suburban All-Stars in their 113-104
loss to the District All-Stars in the
opening game of the 36th annual
Capital Classic. Kromah struggled
throughout the game, scoring only
six points on one of five shooting
and grabbing three rebounds in 17
minutes. Even after his mediocre
performance, Kromah seemed
confident about his game.
“I consider myself a scorer,”
Kromah said, adding that his game
also focused on “doing all the little
things, rebounds, steals, defense –
all that stuff.”
His assessment of his own
game is backed up by his statistics
from this season. Kromah averaged 22 points, eight rebounds
and two assists in his final season
at Eleanor Roosevelt High School
in Prince George’s County, good
enough to earn him first team allcounty honors and fourth team
honors on the Washington Post’s
All-Met team.
Kromah’s play Thursday was
not without some upside. The
Greenbelt, Md., native demonstrated an ability to drive to the
basket that this season’s Colonials
at times appeared to lack, and he
managed to drain all four of his
free throw attempts, another category in which GW struggled at
times this season. Kromah also
said he hopes to fill a role as a team
leader that had been largely missing for the past two seasons.
“Coming from my high
school, me being a leader on my
high school team, I think I can
take some of that and bring it over
to GW and help out with that, if
needed,” he said.
As for his decision to come
to GW, Kromah, who was also
recruited by Virginia Commonwealth University and George
Mason University, said he feels he
fits in well with head coach Karl

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

GW recruit Lasan Kromah (in white) scored six points in 17 minutes for the Suburban All-Stars during the 36th annual Capital Classic on Thursday night at American University's Bender Arena.
Hobbs’s up and down system and
that Hobbs’ desire to have Kromah contribute right away as a
freshman made the decision easier. More than anything, Kromah
said getting to play for Hobbs was
the biggest factor in his coming to
Foggy Bottom.
“It was a big part,” he said
of Hobbs’ influence on his decision. “He gets into his players, demands a lot out of them.
He’s a real good coach who

cares about his players.”
After a two-season slide,
however, Hobbs’ once rock-solid
job security is nearing the breaking point. Should the Colonials
– who have six incoming freshmen – struggle again next season, Hobbs could be out as head
coach, but Kromah said he was
not worried.
“I haven’t really thought
about it like that,” Kromah said of
potentially losing his head coach

one year into his college career. “If
the situation comes, then I’ll deal
with it.”
Still, as he prepares to join a
team that has been almost constantly surrounded in controversy,
Kromah is optimistic about his
team’s chances.
“I know Coach Hobbs is a
good coach,” he said. “This year,
he wanted to change things, turn
it around a little bit, and I trust him
to do that.” 
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Anchor Bowl raises $15K
Philanthropy
event involved all
16 fraternities
by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor
The Delta Gamma sorority
raised more than $15,000 during Anchor Bowl, their annual
weeklong philanthropy event,
said DG president Eden Sutley
– one of the most successful to
date.
Sutley said in order to raise
money in a poor economic climate, the sorority looked to new
and creative fundraising techniques to raise money for their
philanthropy, Service for Sight,
which provides services to the
visually impaired.
One such technique they
used was called “High Five for
Sight,” in which sorority members sent letters to friends and
family asking for a $5 donation.

This campaign alone, Sutley
said, raised $5,000.
“We knew that we are in the
middle of a recession, but this
year we really reached out to our
alumni and local businesses for
support,” Sutley said.
While every Greek-letter organization holds annual philanthropic events, DG often raises
more money than the others.
“We really do get out and
have a lot of involvement both
on the sister end and on the fraternity end, and I think that just
helps in general that there is a lot
of sisterhood involvement, sisterhood building that goes into
it,” said Molly Poppe, a sophomore and organizer of the Anchor Bowl.
Sutley said this was the
first year that all 16 fraternities
on campus participated in the
weeklong series of activities.
“We worked with the smaller fraternities who didn’t think
they’d be able to participate because they couldn’t get enough
people to participate,” Sutley
said.

The 16 fraternities participated in four fundraising events
– penny wars, the Anchor Man
competition, a skit night and a
football tournament on the National Mall.
Sutley said fraternities get
excited about participating in the
football tournament because it’s
“as close to football as they can
get” at GW.
The football tournament was
held Saturday afternoon, despite
the rainy weather.
“We’re so excited!” yelled
the members of the Sigma Chi
fraternity who were playing in
the football game, adding that
the rain only made them more
eager to play.
Pi Kappa Alpha won the
football tournament for the third
year in a row, and Sigma Phi Epsilon was the overall victor for
the week of activities.
Sutley said she is thrilled
with the success of the event.
“It was really fun,” she said.
“I’m glad I had the opportunity
to lead one of the most successful Anchor Bowls yet.” 

News

UPD GUNS
from p. A1
Anyone affiliated with GW
can also make their opinion known
by writing to the consultants,
said Schario, who did not know
a specific e-mail address. Former
Student Association President Nicole Capp said she contacted the
consultants through a top administrator to support arming UPD
officers.
“I support Chief Stafford and I
wanted to express that to the University as a student,” Capp said.
At the Hatchet-SA debate in
February, all seven SA presidential
candidates expressed opposition
to arming UPD. SA President-elect
Julie Bindelglass said she expects
to provide her opinions upon taking office, but had thus far not been
asked by either the University or
the consultants.
“It’s a decision that’s going to

ADKINS
from p. A1
overnight at the house after
he and Adkins played video
games late into the night. The
house was adjacent to a series
of Foreign Service Officers’
homes, and the compound
was watched over by a guard
and surrounded by concrete
walls and razor wire, Dan Adkins said.
Sammy and Adkins began arguing the next morning and Sammy later told investigators he was afraid that
the loud noises would alert
the guard. He said he tried to
quiet Adkins using a baseball
bat, which was usually kept
by the door for protection, and
repeatedly hit him in the head
and face as Adkins fell to the
ground. The cause of the argument is unknown.
“I really need some closure on what caused the argument,” Dan Adkins said.
A funeral director in Cleve-

PIRATES
from p.1
contracted with the MMA and
provided all of their ships with
access to the emergency department.
More than 40 doctors are
involved in the MMA, all of

be made by experts,” she said, noting that the wide range of emergency services in the area made
her feel safe. “My job is to make
sure they’re listening to students.”
SA Executive Vice President
and former presidential candidate
Kyle Boyer said it “would have
been nice to give my opinion,” but
he did not see his participation as
essential.
“I think student opinion is the
least important factor in whatever
decision they make,” he said.
Both Schario and Robert
Chernak, senior vice president for
Student and Academic Support
Services, said the consultants do
not have a timeline for completing
their study in Foggy Bottom.
“This is a very complicated
question we’re dealing with,”
Chernak said. “There’s no need to
rush to judgment.”
At the heart of the matter,
Chernak said, is the question of
how best to provide safety and security to the GW community.
“All other questions are sub-

questions,” he said. “And there’s
no easy answer to a single aspect
of the study.”
Chernak also cautioned against
making any hasty decisions in the
wake of campus shootings at Virginia Tech and Northern Illinois
University.
“Neither shooting had anything to do with whether the police force was armed,” he said.
While some people might
either immediately dismiss the
idea of arming UPD or support it
unconditionally, Chernak said it
remains to be seen what benefits
and disadvantages an armed police force would have.
“When you read what has
been published on the subject, you
see that there’s no solid conclusion
as to the utility of an armed campus force,” he said.
The discussion of whether to
arm UPD officers was formally initiated this fall, after UPD Chief Dolores Stafford co-authored a report
last spring which endorsed arming
campus police nationwide. 

land later told Dan Adkins that
the body was so damaged it
could not possibly be restored
for an open-casket funeral.
Upon
fleeing
Adkins’
house, Sammy took some of
the 25-year-old’s belongings,
which included a cell phone,
a laptop computer and a camera. He left his own cell phone
at the house, which investigators used as their primary lead
in the case. Sammy was later
apprehended in a village six
hours from Adkins’ home with
the belongings.
“So, in all, our son was
killed for a few lousy bucks
for his belongings on the street
of Addis Ababa,” the family's
e-mail said. “What a terrible
waste of a man, son, brother
and a true friend to many.”
The family learned about
the details of the case after
State Department officials
visited them at their home in
late February. They have also
been communicating with the
U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia
Donald Yamamoto. The State
Department told them they

did not consider the murder
to be connected with terrorism
or political opposition to the
Ethiopian government.
Adkins earned two degrees
from GW – a bachelor ’s degree
from in 2005 and a master ’s
degree in 2007. While in Foggy Bottom he was active in the
GW Knights of Columbus and
the Newman Catholic Center.
On Friday, May 1, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
is scheduled to preside over
a ceremony honoring Adkins
and three other Foreign Service officers who have died on
duty. The four officers’ names
will be inscribed on a memorial plaque in the State Department’s main lobby at their
building adjacent to campus.
Adkins was in his first year
of duty in the country, performing consular work including helping Americans in distress and handling visas and
passports. He was scheduled
to travel to Rwanda for several
weeks on the day of his death
to work in the U.S. Embassy
there, Dan Adkins said. 

whom work full-time in the
emergency department of the
GW Hospital. Doctors are on
call 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.
Cases range from respiratory problems to broken bones
to heart attacks and anything
else one would find in an emergency room, Hite said. More
than 85 percent of the cases can

be dealt with by prescribing a
course of treatment from Foggy
Bottom, although distance to
land can become a major issue
if the problem is serious.
“When we know there
is something tremendously
wrong, we can stress they get to
a port as quickly as possible,”
Hite said. “But we can’t make
the boat go any faster.” 

The GW Hatchet

Monday, April 13, 2009

www.gwmarketplace.com
Natalie Hatchette, Classified
Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.
com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.
com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now
The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee
for online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the
first 25 words, and $.30 per
word beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our
office. An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express
and Discover, as well as cash
and check through our office.
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Animal Lovers Wanted!
PT positions available
for Kennel Attendants,
Dog Walkers, Pet
Sitters. Walkers and
sitters to work in
Arlington, Alexandria,
Falls Church, and NW
DC. Visit website for
online application www.
furgetmenot.com.

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

GW Students and Faculty place
your ads online for
free at

W W W. G W M A R K E TPLACE.COM

Lifeguards, Pool
Operators, Supervisors,
Lifeguard Instructor, FT/
PT, summer and indoor
positions, competitive
pay, free training, must
be able to swim, VA:
703-421-5595, MD:
301-210-4200 ext. 114.
Sitters Wantd. $10+/
hour. Register free for
jobs at student-sitters.
com

SERVICES
JOBS
Internship/Paid
Wanted: aggressive,
outgoing, go-getter to
work with senior vicepresident at Wachovia
Securiteis, now
Wells Fargo. Call Bill
Flannigan, Senior Vice
President. 301 9610131.

30% Off Waxing &
Facials weekdays at
Qi Spa (Services: massages, facials, waxing,
nails. Spa package and
gift certificates available). 3106 M St, NW,
DC. 202-333-6344.

Edited by Will Shortz
Across

32 Modern means
of relaying jokes
1 Loss of heart
36 Shut down
7 Mardi Gras wear
39 Prison for
11 Go for it
vintners?
14 “Seinfeld”
42 Islamic
woman
equivalent of
kosher
15 Prefix with
43 Bandleader
potent
Skinnay ___
16 Go fast
44 Part of a journey
17 Prison for soda
45 Lady of the
jerks?
Haus
19 Simile center
47 10-digit no.
20 When prompted 49 Prison for corny
humorists?
21 Proofer’s mark
54 Ayatollah’s land
22 MapQuest
suggestions:
58 Has
Abbr.
59 Melt ingredient
23 “What’s Going
60 Cartoon art
On” singer
genre
Marvin
61 A fire sign
24 Prison for
62 Prison for
bishops?
gardeners?
26 La-la lead-in
64 Doc with a
28 Patches, as a
tongue
fairway
depressor,
maybe
29 Sweep’s heap

65 Creole cooking
pod
66 “Good
comeback!”
67 Draft org.
68 Call for
69 Slow movers

Down
1 Clear up, as a
windshield
2 Massey of old
films
3 Smart-mouthed
4 Stately dance in
3/4 time
5 It may be upped
6 Roll-call call
7 “Haystacks”
artist Claude
8 More than
enough
9 Shows derision
10 Thanksgiving
guests, often
11 “Over and out”
12 Affected by 13Down
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
13 Bakery supply
CE AE NR A I D E A T R AD ME PF A GM PE A 18 Infamous Amin
OS NP EU LR AS P E AR SA YD AA M OE ES D 22 Its competitors
BP E I WN AK R P E A N S T A HN EG RR I LA PS S
may be thrown
T R S I I N D I E L I BN RE ED A D S
24 Singer Michelle
PC AO R I KN A R L E E GS I E S I RM BA I X S
or Cass
I S DM EO AG UWD AD RE NR BS RO UR CE E
25 Full of merriment
ET ME AT N AS T A E RD I
A LT OL GA OS N
27 Slo-mo footage,
I D I P T U AR R PO L D E T CR OA WI L
perhaps
I A RC ER N I E D
G LO I O LD TN E BS OS O
CT AR RE T K S S E NR EG RE O T SR EE XY Y 29 Oktoberfest
“Oh!”
EM LO SD E E C C R AA SM E SS P TE AA I R L
2
30 Doo-wop group
U P RR OOOO T T C A N EA LL A N D
2
___ Na Na
P I ET DO I GWR H E I E T EO RN AA BJ BA IG T
OR RO I N O L N E A S V E LR E PC LE AD ZE A 2 31 Macramé ties
PA EN EY R E S D N E A KA R SE ET GO EO R 33 Census datum
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39
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Free Classifieds!

37

38

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.
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No. 0303
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47
51
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Puzzle by Jeffrey Wechsler

34 Travel guide
listing
35 Spy novelist
Deighton
37 “Didn’t I tell
you?”
38 Fraction of a
joule
40 Horses that
produce milk

41 Nancy in France,
e.g.
46 Slow on the ___
48 ___ franca
49 They may be
punched
50 1936 Olympics
star Jesse
51 Bizarre
52 Work, as dough

53 The “E” in 64Across
55 Christina of
“Monster”
56 Menotti title role
57 Spanish babies
60 Like most
bathroom graffiti:
Abbr.
62 Took the cake
63 “___ been real!”

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?
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