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Sodexo
responds to
J Street thefts

to

Managers increase
presence to deter stealing

Photo illustration by Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

by Alexander Abnos
Hatchet Staff Writer

by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
The University’s food service provider,
Sodexo, is ramping up security at J Street in
response to recent thefts in the Marvin Center
facility.
Sodexo has told its managers “to make
their presence known,” said Sam Ramos, Sodexo director of operations at GW. This security increase comes on the heels of catching
numerous students stealing from different
venues in J Street, ranging from pocketing
water bottles and snacks to trying to walk off
without paying for larger meals.
Sodexo does not have any figures available that track the amount that has been taken or how many students have been caught,
since Ramos said they do not see themselves
in a police role.
“We are not looking to beat up students,”
Ramos said. “We just want to stop the shoplifting.”
Though Ramos said he catches students
almost every day, he said it is always difficult
to deal with students when they get mad.
“I had a student start cussing out my
manager. The manager then called me over
and the student started yelling at me too,”
Ramos said. “I wanted to say to him, ‘You’re
the one stealing.’ ”
The current design of J Street, with multiple
checkout areas, was designed to help students
See J STREET, p. A3

Waning interest
threatens Vern
Writing Center
by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
After the Mount Vernon Writing Center reported seeing just four students during the fall semester,
the service shut its doors – only to reopen after one
week.
The Writing Center discontinued its Mount
Vernon branch of the free peer tutoring service,
based in Eckles Library, two weeks ago because so
few students were using the service, said Evelyn
Schreiber, director of the Writing Center.
“We had four appointments during the fall semester,” Schreiber said. “We could use those tutors
more effectively elsewhere.”
If those tutors were working on the Foggy Bottom Campus, they could have close to 190 students,
Schreiber said.
Eckles Library informed Mount Vernon students that the service was canceled in a message on
their Web site on March 27, which prompted Associate Dean for Academic Affairs on the Mount Vernon Campus Rachelle Heller to contact Schreiber
about ways to keep the program.
“Dean Heller offered to fund the budget for the
two tutors,” Schreiber said. “We are discussing that
option, as well as a few others.”
By paying for the two students, who have a
starting rate of $10 an hour and work at the campus
every Sunday for three hours, Mount Vernon would
free up a portion of the Writing Center’s budget.
“We want to be able to help as many students as
possible,” Schreiber said.
Despite the low rate of students who use the
service, Heller thinks it is important for students to
have the option.
“We asked them not to [close] it, not in the middle the term,” Heller said. “We have students who
rely on the writing center being here.”
To promote the service, Heller said she plans on
having flyers distributed on The Vern Express and
around the campus.
Writing Center services on the Mount Vernon
Campus run Sunday nights from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
with no appointments necessary. 

Ashley Gosik is the villain.
She hears about it every day.
Posted by Cleopatra on Gosik’s
blog - Monday, April 6, 2009, 5:03
p.m.
Hi Ashley, You honestly gross
me out. So if you pride yourself
in being the villain then have fun
growing old and alone … I hope
you get punched right in the babymaker.
Gosik, a 2008 graduate who
spent last fall on the reality show
“Running in Heels,” gets 30 to 40
comments like this for each post
on the show’s official blog. On
Facebook, she gets 15 friend requests per day from people she
does not know. In all likelihood,
they're the same ones leaving
the nasty comments.
"There has been so much

backlash that I never expected,"
she said about her time on the
Style Network series, the season
finale of which aired Sunday.
"These people are just insane."
The show followed Gosik
and two other girls during an
internship at Marie Claire magazine. As required by contract,
each of the interns kept a blog.
That’s where the comments
come from.
On the show, Gosik seems to
constantly put down the other
interns in a quest to get ahead.
She complains, steals other interns’ assignments and makes
fun of her co-workers behind
their backs.
“I'm supposed to be the
über-bitch,” she said, “I definitely played that up, because that's
why I was there.”

Last year,
a GW graduate
set out to make
it in the fashion
world.
Instead, she
became a
reality TV villain.

See HEELS, p. B1
Screenshots courtesy Style Network

Ex-Clinton aide heads communications
VP taps former
co-worker for
position
by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor
New Vice President for External Relations Lorraine Voles has
tapped a former colleague from
Capitol Hill to oversee the University’s communications operations.
Sarah Baldassaro, former director of communications for thenSen. Hillary Clinton, will join
Voles, a former co-worker in Clinton’s office, as assistant vice president for communications. She will
oversee the communications end of
the external relations office, which
includes media relations and University publications.

“All of the skills that I’ve gotten
in political communications – because I’ve worked not only on the
Hill but I’ve worked in the Clinton
administration and I’ve worked as
a consultant in Washington as well
– all of those skills and experiences
apply here,” Baldassaro said.
Baldassaro and Voles are both
veterans of political communications, working in the Clinton presidential administration and Hillary
Clinton’s Senate office, as well as
holding other positions inside the
Beltway. They said they want to
use new media to help craft a recognizable brand for GW around
D.C. and across the country.
“I will also be taking a look at
our communication operation and
capabilities and really looking at
what we can do to enhance the visibility of the University,” Baldassaro said.
Baldassaro replaces Chris Kormis, former assistant vice presi-

dent for University Relations, who
left the University after nearly
20 years to take a job as associate
dean for marketing and communications at the Georgetown School
of Business. Baldassaro and Voles’
backgrounds differ from the previous head of University communications, former Vice President for
Communications Mike Freedman,
who was a veteran journalist before coming to GW.
Voles, who took over the newly
created vice president for external relations position this winter,
praised Baldassaro for her innovative communications strategies.
“She brings a fresh perspective,
an interest in the power of new
media, a myriad of media contacts
and an ability to focus on message
and the importance of communications planning,” Voles said.
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor
Drawing on her Capitol Hill Sarah Baldassaro was recently hired
as the assistant vice president for
See BALDASSARO, p. A3
communications.

Eclectic crowd attends green festival
Thousands turn
out to support
environment
by Shannon O’Reilly
Hatchet Reporter
Environmental
activists
hula hooping in hemp skirts,
men dressed in outlandish
jump suits, families with small
children and excited college
students in tie-dyed shirts filled
the National Mall Sunday.
They were there to see acts
like the Flaming Lips, moe. and
Los Lobos, as well as environmental activists and celebrity
speakers, at the Green Apple
Festival, an event designed to
support sustainability efforts.
Kathleen Rogers, president
of Earth Day Network, the organization that hosted the event,

opened the festivities by encouraging everyone in the audience
to work together to fight climate
change.
Event producer Peter Shapiro
said the event was important to
help get the environmental message out, especially with this
week’s Earth Day.
“This is one of those events
that can’t change the world. But
without them, the world can’t
change,” he said.
Weather conditions remained
overcast, but were still a big improvement from the downpour
that rained out last year ’s event.
Attendance was dismal at
first, with only about 300 people
crowding the stage, but as the
day progressed, crowds grew in
the thousands.
Lauren Winsten, a senior, said
she came out to the Mall for not
only the music but “to check out all
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor the new green technologies,” which
Wayne Coyne, guitarist for The Flaming Lips, performs at this year's Green
Apple Festival, held on the National Mall Sunday afternoon.
See EARTH DAY, p. A3

Page 2
The GW Hatchet | Monday, April 20, 2009

H

 Newsroom:

SA senators to introduce new constitution
 Newsroom: SA senate confirms cabinet members
 Video: Seniors struggle to find jobs >>

Alex Byers – Metro News Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)
Emily Cahn – Assistant News Editor (ecahn@gwhatchet.com)
Nathan Grossman – Campus News Editor (ngrossman@gwhatchet.com)
Sarah Scire – Campus News Editor (sscire@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Monday
HIGH 59 | LOW 52
JUDAISM AND HOMOSEXUALITY
Listen to a panel speak
about homosexuality in the
Jewish community. Hosted
by GW Hillel and Allied in
Pride. Free kosher food
and refreshments will be
available.
9 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom

Tuesday
HIGH 65 | LOW 46
CARPE LIBRUM BOOK SALE
Purchase books, DVDs,
CDs and VHS tapes for
under $5 to benefit Turning
the Page, a D.C. Reads
program set up in seven
local public schools.
10 a.m.
Kogan Plaza

Wednesday
HIGH 59 | LOW 42
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
POLICY FORUM: TRADE TOPICS IN THE CURRENT CONGRESS
Sen. Sherrod Brown, DOhio., will speak at the Elliott School of International
Affairs.
8 a.m.
1957 E Street, City View
Room
EXCELLENCE IN STUDENT LIFE
AWARDS
Join the Student Activities
Center in honoring the contributions of GW students,
faculty and staff at the 24th
annual awards ceremony.
Tickets are free.
7 p.m.
Lisner Auditorium

Knapp to decide
on arming UPD by
end of school year
University President Steven
Knapp will make a final decision
about arming the University Police
Department before the end of the
academic year, he told The Hatchet
last week.
A consultant hired to conduct
focus groups and weigh the pros
and cons of equipping UPD officers
with guns will present a report and
recommendation to Knapp and the
University's vice presidents “before
too long,” Knapp said.
Knapp said he has not yet made
a decision one way or the other regarding arming the officers.
At the beginning of his presidency, Knapp created a task force
to analyze security on campus.
He said last week that the shooting at Virginia Tech two years ago,
which happened a few months after the University announced that
he would be president, affected his
view of campus security.
“The question was raised in
[the task force’s] final report, but
not answered,” Knapp said of the
possibility of arming UPD. “We
are weighing all of the considerations and getting a lot of input. We
would like this decision to be based
on careful study.”
University spokeswoman Tracy
Schario wrote in an e-mail that “the
considerations in the report will not
be dependent on public opinion
alone.”
Students who wish to weigh in
on the discussion may e-mail the
consultants at jlwitt@gwu.edu with
their opinion.
–Sarah Scire

Corrections

In "SA Senate votes to continue SRI Commission" (April
16, p. 2), The Hatchet misspelled Kim Wollner's name.
In "UPD searches for Pita
Pit thieves" (April 16, p. 1) The
Hatchet incorrectly used the
words burglary and robbery
interchangeably. The Pita Pit
incidents were burglaries.

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Grad students
make up majority of
Finance Committee

Buzzed

Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

Sophomore Patrick Cushing gets a buzzcut from a volunteer hairdresser at an event for
Buzzing 4 Change, a student organization that donates hair to create wigs for cancer
patients, Sunday afternoon in Kogan Plaza.

Students win $20,000 in business plan competition
The School of Business
awarded a group of master’s students $20,000 on Saturday to create downloadable video tours of
museums and other attractions.
The award was given to
the winner of the first annual
GW Business Plan competition,
which challenges students to
devise unique business ideas.
The group, Keen Guides, hopes
to develop tours that are available on iPhones and Blackberries.
“This money will allow us
to build up company infrastructure,” said Frank McNally, a
member of the winning team
and chief administrative officer
of Keen Guides. “This is a great
opportunity for us and [the prize
money] removes a lot of the pressure. We were just bootstrapping
before.”
Members of Keen Guides
hope the tours, which will include museums, colleges and

cities, will be available for download this summer. The company
was first started by another teammate, Catherine McNally, who is
deaf and wanted to make tours
available to everyone.
The competition was hosted
by the Center for Entrepreneurial Excellence and sponsored
by Annette and Richard Scott,
benefactors to the School of
Business. It was open to GW students from across the University, including both undergraduate and graduate students.
The competition was the
brainchild of John Rollins, an adjunct professor of entrepreneurship, as a way help students with
innovative business ideas.
“There are few opportunities at GW for entrepreneurship,”
Rollins said.
It began with 210 students
and was narrowed down to four
teams who each presented their
business plans before a panel of

judges, comprised of six business
leaders. The judges reviewed
each contestant’s written and
oral presentations before asking
them questions during the oral
portion.
Although Keen Guides took
home the big prize, the second-,
third- and fourth-place finalists
were awarded $6,000, $3,000 and
$1,000 respectively.
Deepak Haridas, a graduate
student in the College of Professional Studies and team member
of third-place finisher, Kalpa Energy, said he was proud to be a finalist and called the competition
a great experience.
“We thought that the competition was all about the prize
money,” Haridas explained. “But
after they announced the winners, we realized it’s not about
the money … it’s about reaching
our dreams.”
–Will Gotkin

Three-quarters of next year’s
Student Association Senate Finance
Committee are graduate students,
a figure that has some worried
about the group’s ability to fairly
allocate hundreds of thousands of
dollars to student organizations.
The Finance Committee is
tasked with allocating student
fee money to student organizations, a majority of which are run
by undergraduates. The outgoing
Finance Committee is split evenly
between graduates and undergraduates, but six of the eight committee members next year will be
graduate students.
SA Sen. Logan Dobson, CCASU, has expressed concern over the
skewed graduate membership of
the committee.
“Grad students, traditionally,
have been a lot more focused on
financial issues in the SA and a
lot less focused on other general
student issues,” said Dobson, a
sophomore.
He added that most of the
graduate schools have one central student organization, which
Dobson said results in strong ties
to organizations and conflicts of
interest.
“It creates conflict with the undergraduate student body because
these orgs are exclusive to grad students and do little to no outreach
to undergrads,” Dobson said.
SA Sen.-elect Connor Walsh,
U-At Large – the new finance chair
and one of the two undergraduate
senators on the committee – said
he is not concerned that having
a majority of graduate students
could alter the allocation process.
“While I realize graduates and
undergraduates have many different goals, every one of us has
a vested interest in enhanced student life at GW,” said Walsh, a junior. “I have full faith that they will
be fair and objective jurors when it
comes to allocation of funds and
co-sponsorships.”
The committee’s graduate senators said they are similarly confident that their majority position
will not cause conflict.
–Madeleine Morgenstern
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Graduates drawn to public service careers
by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
Alison Wardle knows how
to beat a recession.
The master ’s candidate,
working toward a degree in
public policy in GW’s Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration,
plans to bypass Wall Street and
law firms in hopes of getting a
job in public service.
Once mired in a reputation of bureaucracy and low
pay, the public service sector
is quickly gaining popularity

BALDASSARO
from p. A1
experience, Baldassaro said
one of her goals will be to connect professors at GW who
are experts in particular fields
with legislative assistants on

EARTH DAY
from p. A1
the environmental festival showcased.
“It’s great, while people
are waiting between acts they
can check out the booths and
see what’s new and green,”
she said.
For Miles Brundage, a junior, it was his second time
attending the concert. Brundage said he came again for the
free music and to support the
environment, adding that this
year ’s concert was an improvement from last year.
Other students, though,

J STREET
from p. A1
quickly exit the dining area, but
the open design is now being
used to sneak by cashiers.
“What we tried to do was
for speed and flexibility,” Ramos said of the setup. “Now
we are just seeing students

due to a weakening economy
and President Barack Obama’s
call to service.
“We will ask Americans
to serve,” Obama said during
a speech on the campaign trail
in July. “We will create new
opportunities for Americans to
serve. And we will direct that
service to our most pressing
challenges.”
Even before the national
unemployment rate rose to 8.5
percent in March, many college
students were worried about
finding a job after graduation,
which is why Wardle trusts the

public sector. Calling the government the “hot” new place to
work, Wardle likes the stability
the government will be able to
offer with her future job.
“I get the impression that
these jobs will provide a more
stable career. With the economy in recession, a lot of private companies are laying off
workers,” she said. “It is my
impression that the government is making up for this by
hiring more than normal.”
The government is hiring
for entry-level positions in almost every major city in the

the Hill to help them gain visibility by testifying at hearings.
“One thing that I would really like to do is look at how
we can better communicate
with the audiences around
Washington – Capitol Hill, the
[Obama] administration. What
can we do to highlight the faculty that are here, the expertise
that is here and everything the

students are doing?” Baldassaro said. “I have heard so much
about how involved students
are in service and I believe
that’s one thing that should be
widely known. And I do want
to elevate the profile of both
the faculty and what the students have to offer and what
they are contributing in Washington.” 

showed up solely for the music.
“I don’t really think me being here is really doing anything for the movement,” said
sophomore Matt Mersky.
Several celebrities, including Matthew Modine, Chevy
Chase and Philippe Cousteau,
took on activist roles to help
spread the green message.
In an interview with The
Hatchet, Modine discussed his
global bicycle initiative, which
encourages everyone to ride a
bicycle for a day.
“We created a situation
where we have to now work to
solve these problems,” Modine
said.
Philippe Cousteau, chief

ocean correspondent for Animal Planet, championed the
concert as “a way to send a
little message about what we
do to the environment”.
“We love the cause,” said
Kev Marcus, violinist for musical group Black Violin. But
he admitted that “the opportunity to perform with the Capitol as a backdrop” was a big
incentive.
A few raindrops made
an appearance as the Flaming Lips took the stage, but as
the band’s lead singer Wayne
Coyne made a brief crowd
surfing attempt, the crowd
didn’t seem to mind, as the
band highlighted their performance by shooting streamers

taking advantage of that.”
Several students interviewed remarked on the relative ease of stealing items from
J Street, due to the lack of surveillance.
One student speaking under the condition of anonymity
said he steals from J Street to
protest what he sees as an inefficient system.
“Sodexo already has the mon-

ey from every student so they
have no incentive to be efficient,”
the sophomore said, referring to
the mandatory J Street spending
plan. “This system is imposed on
us by the University.”
Currently, any student
caught stealing is given a verbal warning, but Ramos said if
the trend continues they may
begin calling UPD to enforce
the rules. 

visit www.gwhatchet.com for breaking news updates!

country, according to the Partnership for Public Service.
“We don’t have any numbers of this, but I have seen
students from a range of majors saying they are looking
into the public service sector,”
said Jeff Dagley, communications coordinator for GW's Career Center. “It is all anecdotal
but people are changing the
way they look at government
jobs.”
The Washington Post reported in late March that lines
at tables for government employers like the Central Intelli-

gence Agency, Environmental
Protection Agency and Department of Defense at a spring
career fair at George Mason
University were astoundingly
long.
“There are a lot of ways to
serve your country, and one of
them is holding a government
job,” said Laurence Shatkin,
author of the book “150 Best
Recession-Proof Jobs,” in an
interview.
The Elliott School of International Affairs sends a significant number of students into
public-sector jobs, who find an

outlet to apply their international education. The State Department currently employs 93
GW graduates as Civil Service
employees and another 283
graduates as Foreign Service
Officers, according to State Department statistics.
Wardle hopes to get a job
with the Government Accountability Office or the Office of Management and Budget. The only foreseeable hitch,
she said, seems to be the prospect of paying back loans, and
“government jobs don’t pay
much.” 

“

QUOTABLE

We are not looking to beat up students. We just want to stop the
shoplifting.
– Sam Ramos, Sodexo Director of Operations at GW, explaining why J Street
managers are stepping up security at the venue.

Diana Kugel – Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
Justin Guiffré – Contributing Editor (jguiffre@gwhatchet.com)

Do we still need the SAT?

editorial

Reconsidering the fairness of the entrance exam

Too many grads?
If you really want to get people
riled up, there is no easier way than
to involve money. The Student Association Finance Committee spends
the first part of each school year allocating close to $350,000 in student
fee money. Just like with Commencement speaker selections, it would be
close to impossible to satisfy every
club and organization, but every year
a significant portion of the debate
seems to boil down to graduate versus undergraduate organizations.
The reason we bring this up in
the spring, long before the uproar
over allocations unfurls next fall, is
that the Finance Committee next year
will include six graduate students,
out of eight total members. In the
past, graduate organizations such
as the Student Bar Association have
protested their membership in the SA
because of funding issues and have
considered breaking away.

However, the most important
distinction to make between
the two types of organizations
is that while most undergraduate organizations receiving
funding are open to everyone,
graduate organizations cater
to a very specific niche.
Since the student fee is paid by
grads and undergrads alike, and
since the graduate student population makes up slightly more than half
the student body, it is understandable
that graduate students want their
fair share of allocation money. With
so many graduate representatives on
the Finance Committee, the temptation may be to allocate so that graduate groups get at least as much of the
student fee money as they put in.
However, the most important
distinction to make between the two
types of organizations is that while
most undergraduate organizations
receiving funding are open to everyone, graduate organizations cater to
a very specific niche. For example,
the major speakers that the College
Democrats and the College Republicans bring to campus attract everyone from freshmen to law students,
but the Barrister ’s Ball (also known
as the Law School prom) is only open
to law students.
It would make little sense for most
of the grad organizations to include
undergraduates. After all, many of
their social events focus on building
a community within that particular
graduate school, and the practical organizations, such as the Law Review,
would have no reason to accept undergraduates, even if they wanted to.
The graduates are paying the same
amount per credit hour to the allocation fund, but they should be open to
supporting the undergraduate clubs
as well.
Having so many graduate students on the Finance Committee is
not necessarily a bad thing. They may
be able to judge more impartially
which undergraduate organizations
deserve the most money, since they
will likely have less personal investments in these clubs. The important
thing is for the committee to remember that this is not graduates versus
undergraduates. Even if each population does not receive what it puts in
dollar for dollar, that does not mean
the money is not going to good use.

F

lawed, biased, outdated and changing the names of hypothetical
racist. The SAT has been called characters in word problems. But
a lot of things, but now its over- the fact still remains that the SAT
all merit is being called into question is unfair for a certain section of test
by both college admission boards takers.
and students.
For the less privileged students
The Princeton University Office of America, the SAT can be a dauntof Population Research recently con- ing task. Without the money for priducted a study on the
vate school or private
overall impact of the
tutoring, lower-class
SAT on admissions.
students are applying
The results were
to college at a serious
somewhat startling
disadvantage. Rather
– if colleges were to
than acting as an indidrop the SAT, minorcator of ability, a high
ity admissions into
SAT score is an ecouniversities would
nomic status symbol.
jump as much as 5
The College Board is
percent.
a private company
Simply put, studesigned to make a
dents from a lower
profit on the test it adsocioeconomic backministers.
EVAN SCHWARTZ
ground statistically
Is it unfair to base
do worse on the SAT
so much of the adCOLUMNIST
than other students,
missions process on a
and the results of
test that discriminates
this study confirm
with every question?
that this trend is keeping minorities Not entirely.
out of universities. In a way, minorEliminating the inclusion of
ity students are at a competitive the SAT in the admissions process
disadvantage before the test even would place a heavy emphasis on
begins and this clearly affects their grade point averages and essays.
admittance into school.
Many kids come out of high school
Rich, white children are more with less than stellar GPAs, but high
likely to attend better schools, which SAT scores can indicate the type of
prepares them better for a test that intelligence and ability necessary to
measures the amount one has succeed in college. The SAT still relearned in high school. Rich kids can mains one of the best indicators of
also afford private tutoring aimed freshman year success for a student,
at defeating a test that can be easily even according to the Office of Poppredicted.
ulation Research's study.
The College Board has made
SAT preparation has also besome recent efforts to level the play- come its own cottage industry. SAT
ing field, from expanding the test to tutoring creates thousands of jobs

based around one event that takes
place on a Saturday morning - sort
of like rabbinical school.
So what is the answer? The
SAT robs colleges of qualified candidates and the precious diversity
moniker. The SAT may have been
a valuable tool for college admissions when the applicant pool was
more homogeneous, but colleges
must begin to understand they are
using an outdated evaluation system.
Phasing out the SAT can help
level the playing field for all applicants. Unless the College Board can
remold the exam into one that can
truly gauge college success instead
of income, colleges should put less
emphasis on scores during the application process. Removing scores
altogether may preclude a school
from being nationally ranked, but
for a school like GW, it may be a bold
move that increases national attention and attracts a more diverse applicant pool. Many colleges choose
to ignore the writing portion of the
test already and Sarah Lawrence
College has stopped accepting SAT
scores altogether. The writing may
be on the wall for the SAT as the
hallmark of aptitude tests.
The College Board has a monopoly on standardized testing;
therefore the pressure to change
has to come from colleges themselves. Too much is at stake to
put into a number out of 2400 –
aren’t applicants more than just
a score?
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in
journalism and mass communication, is
a Hatchet columnist.

Fight for transgender equality
A necessary and pressing issue
Professor Banzhaf’s op-ed
“Defending transgender students”
(March 4, p. 4) highlights the need
for open discussion about transgender students and University
policy. Contrary to its position,
however, the op-ed illustrates
the need to amend GW’s nondiscrimination statement promptly,
not to delay action. The Faculty
Senate should
ZACHARY
join other bodies in calling for
adding “gender
identity or expression” to GW’s
nondiscrimination policies.
The op-ed first critiques the
proposal by asking whether it
would be applicable to a particular recent act of discrimination.
While it may be a fine law school
examination question, something
different is required of a higher
education community under these
circumstances. We must re-evaluate institutional statements of
principle in light of evolving public discourse and the expressed
needs of minority members of our
community.
The D.C. City Council recognized that transgender people
have been overlooked in nondiscrimination laws and continue to
face prejudice and material hardships, so it added “gender identity
or expression” to the D.C. Human
Rights Act back in 2005. Given
GW’s obligations under the law,
amending GW’s policy would
have significance only as a statement and reminder of our obliga-

tions. GW transgender students
continue to express concerns and
ask for such a declaration of policy. Nondiscrimination statements
have meaning beyond the regulatory, including inviting discussion
about those values, as in this op-ed
exchange.
That discourse, however,
must begin with a
statement of principle: We reject
WOLFE
discrimination
against transgender members of
our community. From this common ground, we can explore the
issues raised in Banzhaf’s op-ed.
(If we cannot start with that statement as common ground, the discussion must be quite different).
This is one reason the Faculty Senate should adopt the resolution
without delay.
Apparently, much concern
surrounds restrooms: We might
lose the authority to decide what
someone else’s gender is for the
purpose of their use of public restrooms. I must confess that I simply
do not see the problem here. More
than 260 schools have nondiscrimination policies that include
“gender identity or expression,”
including Georgetown and the entire Ivy League. Obviously, all existing laws and policies concerning
lewd conduct, harassment and the
like would remain in place. Vague
predictions of discomfort cannot
stand in the way of equality.
One simple solution is genderneutral restrooms, which are now

the norm at a number of schools
and increasingly seen everywhere
– at my undergraduate institution,
there were no gender-specific restrooms, including dorm showers.
That was nearly twenty years ago.
Two other points by Banzhaf
warrant brief response. He states
that amending only one of GW’s
four nondiscrimination statements
is insufficient practically and rhetorically. However, the resolution
clearly calls for “amending of all
University
nondiscrimination
statements.”
Of greater concern is his analysis that because GW’s current
policy says “or any other illegal
basis,” the specific listings apply
only if also illegal. I read the “or
any other illegal basis” as adding
to the bases on which we, on our
initiative or otherwise, will not
discriminate. If there is a serious
dispute, I would urge the University’s General Counsel to clarify.
I trust that University staff assigned to Virginia operations are
instructed, as a condition of employment, not to discriminate on
the basis of sexual orientation, regardless of the Commonwealth’s
view.
I look forward to a broader
dialogue that begins with the Faculty Senate joining those who have
declared abhorrence of bigotry
against transgender students and
employees, and continues with
ongoing discussions and efforts to
live up to that principle.
–The writer is an assistant professor
in the University Writing Program.

Letters to the editor
Opportunity wasted
It was refreshing to read Josh Akman’s pragmatic analysis of the Student Association and
President-elect Julie Bindelglass’ electoral challenges (“A new era for the SA?” April 16, p. 4).
Unlike most incoming SA Presidents, Bindelglass
will need to win over many constituencies who
don’t know her, never voted for her, and worse,
voted against her. Akman correctly points out
that bringing in former candidate and number
two in the SA, Kyle Boyer, will alleviate this challenge if he is involved both in title and practice.
Akman’s advice of engaging the ‘Abolish the
SA’ movement, however, is poor political counsel. Bindelglass should move forward quickly to
reach out to student leaders who want to work

with the SA, clearly define her agenda for the
coming year and begin working on highly visible
successes with other student leaders. Engaging
a group that doesn’t think you should exist and
represents a small group of students seeking attention will be a waste of Bindelglass’ free time
(which she will soon learn is going to be nonexistent).
While Bindelglass should emphatically ignore the ‘Abolish the SA’ group, she should heed
much attention to the underlying sentiments they
represent. Former SA President Vishal Aswani
disgraced the office of the SA president that former SA President Nicole Capp worked tirelessly
to restore by wasting his year hiding from students, hiding from the press and hiding from his
responsibilities.
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While Vishal was given an incredible political and practical opportunity to continue the successes of former SA President Nicole Capp, Julie
Bindelglass is also in a position of opportunity.
The SA has hit rock bottom and the only seemingly path is upward. Bindelglass shouldn’t waste
the opportunity, like her predecessor, and should
instead capitalize on it to restore faith in the SA
through her actions.
If Bindelglass starts buying Nooshi for her
loyal SA senators and wasting thousands of student dollars on a sock-hop, or if her own staff
starts to quit in tears, we’ll know it’s just another
opportunity wasted. Let’s hope it doesn’t happen
again.
Stephan Miller
2008 Graduate

Put the poor
before pot
The consequences of
legalization

E

very year on April 20, college campuses
across the nation become flooded with
Bob Marley music and a bit more smoke
than usual as students discuss the intricacies
of life and debate whether or not "Dark Side of
the Moon" was meant to sync with "The Wizard of Oz."
But 2009 is a little bit different; mix in an
economic downturn to the equation and you
get an added chorus of pro-marijuana legalization. The logic of the argument is sound:
Taxing the legal herb would increase government revenue, while the legal costs of prosecuting and jailing offenders would decrease
government costs. These arguments, along
with a host of other
witty economic justifications, have become the Internet
generation’s answer
to 1960s marijuana
counterculture.
One
problem
that is consistently
ignored by these
pro-legalization
proponents is that
marijuana
JUSTIN GUIFFRE legal
would likely make
CONTRIBUTING
the world very hungry, and I’m not
EDITOR
talking about the
kind of hunger that
can be solved with a
trip to Mitchell Hall’s 7-Eleven.
Before getting into all the specifics of my
argument, let me make my stance on marijuana issues very clear: I have no moral reservations about individuals using marijuana. I see
it as a personal choice and I feel most of the
moral discussions about marijuana are inane.
I am for decriminalization, which would reduce the criminal penalties associated with
marijuana possession and use. There are few
bigger wastes of government money and as
a report from New Mexico found in 2001,
“[decriminalization] will result in greater
availability of resources to respond to more
serious crimes without any increased risks to
public safety.”
Despite my generally liberal stance on
marijuana, I am against making it legal. One of
the first things that would happen after legalization would be an explosion in production of
marijuana. This would likely come from producers of other crops switching over to marijuana. Already, the drug is among America’s
top cash crops, the revenue of which is greater
than wheat and corn revenue combined, according to a report by marijuana policy researcher Jon Gettman. Given the opportunity,
it is likely that farmers would switch to producing this very profitable cash crop.
The exchange of food crops for cash crops
is already a very serious problem, one visible
in the tragic spread of malnutrition and hunger in Ethiopia and Eritrea. As author William
Jobin describes in his book Dams and Diseases,
“malnutrition lingers as a chronic condition in
the dry areas of the Horn of Africa … cotton
production is a primary example of the danger
of emphasis on cash crops.” This is similar to
the principle argument against the development of corn for ethanol use and given the
horrible effects of last year’s food shortages
on poor countries, it will likely be the primary
nail in the coffin of ethanol. Tobacco, cotton
and other cash crops raise the same questions
but because they have an established legal
market, and numerous other factors that differentiate them from marijuana, I won’t get
into that debate.
Some would argue that the price of marijuana would drop significantly if you made it
legal, with much of the current price being the
result of its illegal status. After all, paying off
smugglers, border guards and money launderers gets expensive. This is forgetting that the
illegal status also creates a higher opportunity
cost for producers. They must factor in the potential costs of getting caught, which can be astronomically high – jail time, fines and in some
countries the death penalty. This is a huge cost
to overcome, remove it and producers will
quickly jump at the newly legalized crop. Also
the most common way a price drops is by increased supply or decreased demand, in this
case new supply is taking up valuable land
that could be used to grow crops.
Surprisingly, this hunger issue is something that both sides of the legalization question fail to address properly. Until pro-legalization groups can come with a plan that would
effectively mitigate this, I don’t see any reason
to even consider legalizing marijuana. If I have
to choose between smoking marijuana legally
or feeding the world’s poor, I will choose the
latter any day of the week, even on 4/20.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in international affairs, is The Hatchet’s contributing opinions
editor.
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Greek-letter orgs honored
Awards given
for service,
scholarship
by Becky Reeves
Hatchet Reporter
Members of the Greek-letter
community packed the Marvin
Center Grand Ballroom Sunday
night for the 5th annual Greek
Night of Achievement.
The event honored fraternities,
sororities and individual members
of Greek-letter organizations for
achievement their achievements
on campus.
The Order of Omega, a selective honorary society for fraternity
and sorority students, sponsored
the event in conjunction with the
Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer Office of Greek Life.
Students and staff light candles in Kogan Plaza Thursday in remembrance of the Virginia Tech
Chas Pressner, president of the
Interfraternity Council, said he felt
shootings.
the ceremony reflected the positive
impact Greek-letter life has on the

Vigil honors Tech victims
SA sponsors
event in
Kogan Plaza
by Lauren Jacobson
Hatchet Reporter
A small group of students
gathered in Kogan Plaza
Wednesday evening to commemorate the 33 people who
died in the Virginia Tech shooting two years ago.
Candles glowed in the outline of the Virginia Tech logo as
Student Association Presidentelect Julie Bindelglass spoke at
the SA-sponsored ceremony,
calling the event an opportuni-

ty to “stand in solidarity with
students across the country”
and a time for “peaceful reflection.”
Newly appointed SA Director of Multi-Religious Affairs
Behnam Ben Taleblu led a nondenominational prayer with
those in attendance before students were invited to pay their
respects silently.
While most students chose
to reflect quietly, some individuals were driven to address the
group about the importance of
the event.
“Some of my friends from
Virginia had friends who
died,” said Monica Sanchez, a
junior, adding that it brought
the tragedy close to home.
SA
Rules
Committee
Chair-elect Jamie Baker said

this event was particularly
important to him, noting that
three of the students who died
were resident assistants in the
school’s residence halls.
“I was an RA for three
years, and it really makes you
realize that life is too short,”
said Baker, a graduate student.
Despite the small showing,
those who were present appreciated the time to reflect and
pay their respects.
SA Sen. Michelle Tanney,
CPS-G, said, “This event was
a reflection of solidarity, and
it shows the GW community
and other universities that it’s
important to stick together and
recall events of the past in an
attempt to learn and prepare
for the future.” 

You don't get breaking news
e-mails?

HOW SAD.
Sign up today: gwhatchet.com

GW community.
“Tonight’s events really showcased all the really great work Greek
organizations do here on campus
and really shows that we’re very
proud of all the work we do,” he
said. “I couldn’t be more proud of
our Greek organizations.”
Dean Harwood, director of
Greek Life, reflected on the major
events of the community over the
past year.
Harwood recognized the five
new Greek chapters – Chi Omega,
Delta Tau Delta, Lambda Pi Chi,
Sigma Lambda Upsilon Inc. and
Lambda Phi Chi.
He also spoke about the death
of Laura Treanor, a member of the
Phi Sigma Sigma sorority. Harwood said Treanor’s death demonstrated the uplifting spirit of the
Greek-letter community.
Tim Miller, director of the Student Activities Center, presented
the awards for Advisors of the Year
to Melissa Sully of Kappa Kappa
Gamma and Gaurav Parikh of Sigma Chi for excellence in their jobs
as liaisons between their Greek

organizations and the University
administration.
The ceremony concluded with
the announcement of the finalists
for the Gold, Silver and Bronze
Awards, which honor fraternities and sororities for their overall
excellence. To be considered, each
fraternity and sorority must submit an extensive application covering 20 categories of criteria reflecting their accomplishments over the
course of the year.
Harwood said the groups considered for the highest honor, the
Gold Award, have demonstrated
excellence in each of these categories, and then some.
“We want groups that are doing all of the things that make a fraternity or a sorority great,” he said.
The chapters eligible for the
Gold Award, which will be announced at Wednesday’s Excellence Awards, are Kappa Kappa
Gamma, Phi Kappa Psi, Beta Theta
Psi, Sigma Chi, Pi Kappa Phi, Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Phi, Sigma Phi
Epsilon, Sigma Psi Zeta Sorority
Inc. and Phi Sigma Sigma. 
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THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

April 20, 1998
Bob Dole agrees to deliver the keynote address at
Commencement.

April 23, 1968
A GW Subcommittee on Discrimination reveals that three
student organizations have
discriminated against students.
One was by creed, and the other
two by race.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com)
Miranda Green and Max McGowen – Contributing Life Editors (features@gwhatchet.com)

Preparing for the worst

Group teaches students
crisis management skills

HEELS
from p. A1

Posted by Beth - Sunday, April 12,
2009, 8:14 p.m.
Ashley, you are so ******* ugly. Inside
and out but more so on the outside. Why
would the show pick you?
It was only a year ago that Gosik
was in a position familiar to many of
today’s graduating seniors: jobless and
looking for work. Tired of a “too political” GW journalism program and with
internship experience under her belt,
she applied to a multitude of fashion
magazines.
The problem: Nobody was biting.
The end of the summer and the end of
her lease were fast approaching and
she still needed a job.
During an online search, she stumbled across a vague casting call for a
show about fashion magazine interns.
She skipped it at first, then she reconsidered.
Shortly after submitting the application, she received a call from the network. They grilled her on all aspects of
her life – how much she drank, if she
smoked, if she was dating anybody.
Then they asked her for another interview.
“When she applied, I just had this
weird feeling that she would get it,”
said Nacole Brown, Gosik’s friend.
“There's just something about her. She's

H

SEX

I follow him into my bedroom
and shut the door. The room is quiet
enough for me to hear the sound of
the dead bolt click. He goes to my
bed and I hear the crinkle and crackle of condom. I turn off the lights and
begin to unclothe, hidden from his
sight. Quickly, as I compete with the
fury of my sexual urges, I’m topless
in less than five seconds. As I pull
down my short black skirt…
BOINK. I hit my head on the door
handle and fall to the ground.

ALEXANDRA SHAHADY
SEX COLUMNIST

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Members of Strategic Crisis Simulations enact simulations of political crises to better understand international
political issues.
For McLaughlin, who has been interested in crisis solving ever since visiting the National Strategy Information
Center in Washington, SCS was the perfect way to fill the niche.
“The organization is quintessential
to D.C.,” he said.
After coming to GW he proposed
the idea to his friends, who immediately
took interest. He then sought the help of
professor Joanna Spear, director of the
Security Policy Studies Program in the
Elliott School of International Affairs.
Currently the group has 23 members, but McLaughlin would like it to
expand in the future. This, he hopes,

will allow it to run one to two crisis
simulations per year on its own without
outside help. With more members, simulations could grow large enough to allow students to work in different rooms
with full teams of informants.
Though plans are only just getting
underway, McLaughlin said he sees a
high potential for his group. In addition to challenging students to engage
in simulations, he envisions the organization evolving into a forum to discuss
current issues in international affairs.
“We hope to build up a network and
invite policymakers, congressmen and
senators to speak,” he said.

The group is also academically and
ideologically diverse. It does not consist
only of political science majors – members range from Russian majors to biology majors. Above all, McLaughlin
stressed that no one should be dissuaded from joining.
As the group gears up, students can
have fun trying to figure out how to disarm a state that has nuclear weapons or
contain a disease that risks spreading to
the whole globe.
At the end of the day, this is why
students are attracted to the simulations.
As Kabir said, playing “is an adrenaline
rush. It’s a game of logic and reason.” 

very confident, loves fashion … it was
just something I could picture.”
Gosik went to Philadelphia for the
ninth interview. Halfway through, she
saw the producers’ eyes light up. She
had just hit on something good.
“I remember saying something like
'I'm not coming to New York to make
friends,' ” she said. “I could see it in
their faces … they liked this.”
A few months later, she arrived at
the “Running in Heels” apartment. Her
lease in D.C. had expired only 24 hours
before.

Posted by A Viewer - Sunday, April 5,
2009, 9:18 p.m.
Ashley, as I am nearly twice your age
I am going to tell you that I would be completely mortified and disappointed if you
were my daughter.
Not everybody that watched the
show hated Gosik. After all, one of
them was her mother.
“She didn't get the opportunity to
show any positive side to her,” Kathy
Gosik said about her daughter’s portrayal. “I know she can be bitchy, but
all girls can.”
Kathy watched her daughter get
catty with the other interns, complain
about assignments and talk repeatedly
of how she was getting to the top, no
matter how many people she stepped
on.
Even in her shining moment – getting a story published on the Marie
Claire Web site – Gosik was portrayed
in a negative light, having stolen the
story from another intern.

Her blog got a lot of negative feedback that week.
“I would love to be able to go in
and delete them all,” Kathy said of
the comments on her daughter’s blog,
which she reads weekly. “They put a
dagger through my heart.”

Posted by Maria - Tuesday, March 17,
2009, 10:28 a.m.
You walk like you are defeated. Your attitude is very immature and it shows. Why
in the right mind would you run 35 blocks.
Why didn't you catch the train??? It would
have been faster than trying to walk.
For her second assignment, a soonto-be-married editor sent Gosik to pick
up her wedding rings. All she had to
do was hop on the subway, go to the
jewelry store, pick up the ring and
head back.
But large video cameras aren’t allowed on the trains. Cabs need to agree
to be filmed. So Gosik ran, 35 blocks.
“And you can't even run that fast
because somebody carrying a 50-pound
camera can't follow you,” she said. She
arrived two hours late with the rings
and was reprimanded for it.
Gosik would complain, but it
wouldn’t matter. She didn’t work for
Marie Claire. She worked for the show.
It is a fact she admits in a defeatist
tone when she describes how producers egged on her feelings of jealousy
toward the other interns’ more glamorous jobs in the opening weeks.
“They’re kind of like the little devil on your shoulder,” she said of the
producers, who interview the cast for

their confessional voice-overs. “They
say, ‘Why aren't you getting all these
assignments" and you start thinking
"Yeah, why aren’t I getting all these assignments?’”

Posted by Lils - Monday, March 23,
2009, 12:08 a.m.
For someone who claims that she's the
"smart" one of the interns, Ashley sure
isn't very smart about how to be on TV …
Why would you want to be known as the
jealous, mean, vindictive, condescending
intern?
Ashley interviewed John Mayer on
the red carpet. She traveled to Mexico
with her editors. She had a story published in one of the largest fashion magazines in the U.S. and made friends in
the industry.
Now the experience is over and she
can’t even put it on her résumé.
“It really just isn’t getting me anything,” said Gosik, now unemployed
and looking for work elsewhere in New
York. Even though she now rooms with
Marie Claire fashion editor Jeremy
Spears, the connections she made on
the show haven’t taken her very far.
Spears’ contacts won’t hire her – based
mainly on her reputation on the show.
Would she be better off if she never saw that casting call one year ago?
Gosik thinks about it every day.
“It got me to New York, I met some
great people, I got paid, it was great
while it lasted,” she said. “Now the
aftermath makes me want to regret it,
but I think overall it was the right decision.” 
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Go online to read about a new student group
that raises money for breast cancer research.

GW BlindDate:
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Let's talk
about

Erotic mishaps

by Tess Malone
Hatchet Reporter
A rogue Pakistani general has a
nuclear weapon. You have less than five
hours to diffuse the crisis. What do you
do?
It’s not a new, hardcore, version of
a choose your own adventure book.
Instead, this type of scenario confronts
members of a new student organization
who take on roles as players in simulations of international crises.
Started by freshman Sean McLaughlin, Strategic Crisis Simulations gives
students the opportunity to diffuse situations as diverse as wars and epidemics. The simulations thus far – including
the example of the fictional Pakistani
general – have been carried out through
online chat rooms, though the group
hopes to conduct simulations offline
in the future. The specifics of each task
vary, but they are always sure to make
for a nerve-wracking experience.
“You have to come up with solutions in real time and in the real world,”
said group member Kaiser Kabir, a
freshman.
To add to the tension, a person’s
behavior in the simulation can be unpredictable. Everyone is assigned a role
with personality traits, but how each
member plays it is entirely up to him or
her.
“People can hide information, lie
or cheat. It all depends on a person’s
ambitions,” said McLaughlin. “When
it gets going, it’s incredibly intense,” he
added.
It’s hard for politics not to be intense, especially at a school like GW,
known for its vocal student body. So
he was shocked when he realized there
was no organization for undergraduates
that simulated real-life political dramas.
The Conflict Resolution Forum, a similar program, is only available to graduate students.

April 24, 2003
A new meal payment
program called Colonial
Cash begins.

A wrong match

If you would like to be set up on a blind date with another GW student, e-mail features@gwhatchet.com

DaterBios
Name: William Ross
Year: Senior
Age: 22
Hometown: Katonah, N.Y.
Major: Classical humanities
What is your ideal first date?
WILLIAM: I don’t have a long, romantic idea of what a good first date would be.
I think maybe dinner at a bar.
MICHAEL: I would say one that contains a strong connection and that results
in a deep intimate conversation where we
really click – one that extends past dinner.
I don’t mean sex, I mean walking around,
chatting and really getting to know each
other.
What do you look for in a person?
WILLIAM: Someone fun, outgoing
and who has similar interests as me. Physical attractiveness is important. I also want
someone you can really hang out with – I

Go online to find links to video clips of
“Running in Heels” episodes. Watch Ashley
Gosik as she interns at Marie Claire.

No one ever told me sex had
mishaps. Sometimes all it takes is
a calming giggle and sometimes
you need to point and laugh. Young
adults growing into their own bodies fumble over themselves often.
When we were young, we had to
crawl before we could walk. It all
takes practice.
But sometimes there are surprises.
The sweat sits on my brow and
I shake my head to the rhythm he
creates with our bodies. Propped up
on all fours, I’m beginning to lose
my breath and I can feel him start to
slow down. What was once wet like
an overflowing faucet begins to feel
dry as winter’s worst chapped lips.
He slowly withdraws. Figuring I
need to get back to the thunderstorm
wetness I had before, I lick my fingers and try to falsely replace the
moisture. As he puts himself back
inside me … something down there
releases gas.
This is where pointing and laughing is appropriate. But it can really
ruin a moment, especially a raunchy
one. This specific noise, though, has
a name: queef. And it could happen
to all women.
Queefs come from a buildup of
air inside the woman. According
to Cosmopolitan.com, “You can attempt to prevent the air from getting
inside you by having your guy make
small, shallow strokes. Or, you can
try to stick to positions that don’t lift
your pelvis too much.”
As if bedroom moments couldn’t
get any worse, I offer you one more
scene that has happened to some
women.
With my eyes shut, I throw my
head back and as the tips of my curls
hit my back, I shiver in excitement.
Every pore in my body is sweating.
Never feeling this way before, my leg
shakes and voice cracks as I scream
with enjoyment. But it’s when my
blood thins and all the intensity goes
to my lower regions that I begin to
feel something different. “Is this how
it’s supposed to feel?” I suddenly realize I am surrounded by excessive
moisture. “Did I just pee?”
After closer examination, I did.
Eww.
But it’s not unusual. Gunhilde
Buchsbaum, a urogynecologist at
the University of Rochester, told
me that “when the uterus contracts
during orgasm, it can stimulate
contractions in nearby organs, including the bladder.” Or even better, a secretion of liquid – female
ejaculation – is sometimes mistaken
for an orgasm. It happens when the
G-spot is stimulated, and it is completely natural.
If you’ve experienced similar
moments, don’t feel alone. Funny
instances and weird occurrences
are natural to life – even in the bedroom. My advice to you is look at
your partner, giggle a little and continue. 

Name: Michael Ross
Year: Sophomore
Age: 19
Hometown: Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Major: Political science
think that is the most important thing.
MICHAEL: I think a good sense of
humor is the most important. I like someone who doesn’t take himself too seriously,
someone who is well read, respectful and
polite. I’d like someone who really uses his
“please” and “thank yous.”
What are your own interests?
WILLIAM: I can’t really think of any.
MICHAEL: I love exploring. I’m from
California so I’m really enjoying exploring
D.C. and the East Coast. I like exploring
restaurants, cafés and museums. I love
traveling, hanging out with my friends,
reading and writing. I definitely love
meeting new people.

Will
I’ve never been
on a blind date before. I just did this
one for the hell
of it, and the fact
that the meal was
free sweetened the
deal a little bit. I
really didn’t expect anything to
come out of it, just
have some food
and chat.
The date was
media credit pretty meh. It was
mostly small talk:
where we’d traveled, what brought us to GW and what we liked
about the city. The food was good, but we didn’t
have much in common.
I’d give the date a B. We had a nice dinner but
I wouldn’t go on another date. 

Michael
I’ve never been on a blind
date before and this one did
not go well. We had no similar interests and I don’t think
we were on the same wavelength. He was cute but that
was his best attribute.
I found him to be narcissistic and I had trouble getting past that. We also had
very contrasting senses of
humor. I felt he took himself
too seriously.
During the date, he
media credt spilled on me and didn’t
apologize. All he said was
“those are some pretty shoddy glasses.” This really perturbed me.
I’d give the date a C-. He and I did not have a connection.
I’m sure he was not too enthusiastic about me either. There was
definitely a lack of chemistry at the table. 
–Reva Singh
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Awards honor Jackie Robinson
Org recognizes
media, activists
and athletes
by Lindsay Underwood
Hatchet Reporter
Students and faculty gathered in the Jack Morton Auditorium last Thursday night to
celebrate the 62nd anniversary
of Jackie Robinson breaking
baseball's color barrier and to
recognize those in the community who exemplify his spirit.
GW’s Jackie Robinson Society helped organize the annual
event, which is in its third year.
Society members chose Washington Post columnist Michael
Wilbon, WJLA-TV news anchor
Maureen Bunyan and civil rights
activist Frank Kameny to receive
the Jackie Robinson Community
Recognition Award.
“We especially want to get
[award recipients] outside of
sports so that we emphasize that
[Robinson] was a civil rights figure and that there’s more to his
life and more to his legacy than
just sports,” said Richard Zamoff,
a GW professor and director of

the Jackie Robinson Society.
Kameny, a longtime gay
rights activist, was recognized
at the event for joining Jackie
Robinson in the struggle for
civil rights.
“Jackie Robinson and Franklin Kameny have shaped the
American civil rights history,”
Zamoff said. “They are the trailblazers that set the pace for others to follow.”
“I well remember his appearance on the scene and my cheering him on,” Kameny said in his
remarks. “Little did I think well
over a [half-century] ago, that I
might be honored with him.”
Wilbon, co-host of “Pardon
the Interruption” on ESPN, was
unable to attend the event due
to personal conflicts, but addressed the crowd through a
video message. Wilbon reflected back on a period in history
when black Americans were not
allowed to attend Robinson’s
games at Wrigley Field.
“My dad tried to attend
Robinson’s very first game in
Wrigley Field in 1947 and was
turned away from the park and
vowed never to set foot in there
again,” Wilbon recalled. “He did
only once more in his life when
my brother and I begged him to

take us to see [Hank] Aaron.”
WJLA-TV news anchor
Maureen Bunyan was honored
for her advocacy for women and
minorities in the newsroom.
“I want you to remember
that whether you’re out on the
field or in the classroom or at a
job, you all have courage. You
simply have to define it for
yourself,” Bunyan said. “And
then after you have faced the
fear of going ahead, you have
to go ahead. That’s what Jackie
Robinson did and that’s why we
are here.”
Gavin Swanson, a senior
and starting outfielder for GW’s
baseball team, received the Jackie Robinson Award, given to the
varsity player who best reflects
the qualities of the legendary
Dodgers outfielder.
For Zamoff, this year’s celebration of Robinson’s legacy
had particular significance.
“I’m not saying there’s a direct link between Jackie Robinson and Barack Obama, but it’s
a continuum of sorts,” Zamoff
said. “Jackie Robinson taught
America, encouraged America,
challenged America and ultimately forced Americans to
think differently about matters
related to race.” 

So many
videos
So little
time.
media.gwhatchet.com

The GW Hatchet

Departing Editors

Monday, April 20, 2009 | B3

Alex Abnos: Windy times at 2140 G
by Alexander Abnos
Asst. Production Manager
A few weeks ago, I went on a
bike ride down to the Tidal Basin
to see the cherry blossoms. It was a
warm, sunny
y day
y – one of the first
we had after the six-month wet/
cold/grey/windy bonanza our nation’s capital calls “winter.” On my
way back, a strange feeling came
over me. My baby blue Free Spirit
behemoth of a commuter bike
seemed about 10 pounds lighter.
I moved faster, hardly needing to
push on the pedals to glide easily
down the sidewalk. The experience lasted less than two seconds,
but it felt like I was sailing on air.
That’s because I kind of was.
For the first time in three years biking in D.C., the wind was at my
back.
Then just as quickly as it arrived, my helpful breeze was gone.
Whipping around faster than a
helicopter wing, it soon returned
to its normal role: blowing directly
full speed into my face. I stood up
on my pedals, struggled to climb
up Virginia Avenue, and was instantly reminded of how much I
hate this city and this school.
I’m sure many of you had
relatives like I did who continually reminded you all through
high school that college is “the
best time of your life.” You probably believed it too. Hell, I did. I
had heard some of my Uncle Jonathan’s stories from college, and
judging from those it seemed like
a pretty fun proposition (especially
that part about playing golf in the
hallways of the freshman dorm …
I never really got around to doing
that here).
Now, after five-and-a-half aca-

demic years at three different institutions of higher learning, I have a
different view. If my college experience was truly as good as my life
is going to get, then I fear mightily
for my future.
Don’t roll your eyes. College
just sucked for me, OK? It sucked
from the very beginning, when
every single one of my applications came back rejected only a few
months before I was set to graduate high school. It sucked when I
had to waste my senior summer at
Harvard, busting my ass on three
four- credit classes that have done
absolutely jack for me since I took
them. It sucked when I lived alone
in London as a freshman at King’s
College, alienated and nearly
friendless, forced to study a subject
I had zero interest in while following all my friends’ wild freshman
party fun times via Facebook. It
sucked submitting transfer applications to 22 schools that year, and
it sucked more to get rejected by 21
of them.
But more than anything, it
sucked coming to GW expecting to
get a well-rounded education with
a well-rounded student body in a
city whose culture and way of life
just might resonate with my own,
and being wholly disappointed on
every single count.
So, no, I won’t look back on my
time in college as the best years of
my life. Not even close.
But I am pretty sure I’ll see my
time at The Hatchet that way.
It’s actually kind of funny I feel
that way now that I think about it.
I’m pretty sure a requisite part of
being on production staff is that
by the time you’re done you must
be so sick of killing every single
Wednesday and Sunday that you

simply can’t wait to get as far away
from 2140 G St. as possible.
But for me, the townhouse
was everything GW wasn’t. People there cared about things other
than their careers and moving up
in the Washington bureaucracy. I
was given the tools to learn how
to be a better journalist there. We
even threw in a few parties, some
intramural sports and a road trip
to the beach for good measure. The
Hatchet was more college to me
than college itself.
But it went beyond that, too.
More than any location on campus,
the Hatchet townhouse became the
epicenter for my change as a person. It was where I first arrived - a
bitter WRGW outcast who wanted
to write and had done some designing oh so long ago.
It was where I met Brendan
Polmer – the arts editor that would
somehow be totally OK with any
design or headline idea I came
up with, even if I was just joking
around (That’s how the headline
“LOLOMFGHAHA” actually got
into the paper).
It was where I cracked my first
terrible joke during page one headline time. I’m not sure exactly what
the joke was, but chances are it had
something to do with your mom.
It was where I learned that
photographers get really, really
pissed if you do re-crops without
asking them.
It was where my Nissan Versa
was dubbed “Hatchet 4” for the
caravan to Ocean City.
It was where I inadvertently
tried to sneak in a false depiction of
an unrealistic dystopia as the lead
graphic on the front page of our
first issue of the year.
It was where it seemed every

staff member gathered on election night, while I sat around and
absorbed the scene as much as I
could. Later, it was where I took off
on a mad dash toward Pennsylvania Avenue with a camera … even
though I had no idea how to use
said camera.
It was where I stressed out for
10 straight hours putting together
the election timeline.
It was where I discovered
what the difference between a
Snuggie and a Slanket is. Wait, is
there a difference?
It was where I spent valuable
production time closely analyzing
photographs to see if a certain object looks like a penis.
Speaking of penises, it was
where Freckles peed on the floor.
Possibly more than once.
It was where I consumed approximately 5,986 cans of Arizona’s Arnold Palmer beverage,
3,987 pulled chicken BBQ sandwiches, 2,123 chicken breast clubs
and 1,265 bags of jalapeño chips
(all from GW Deli).
And finally, it was where I had
the privilege to work with some of
the most supremely talented and
creative journalists I could ever
hope to be associated with. Their
work and enthusiasm for this paper has not only kept the neighborhood informed and updated, but
has also made everyone involved
with The Hatchet better at what
they do, myself included. There
hasn’t been a single class I’ve taken
in journalism that even comes close
to what The Hatchet gave me. For
that, I will be forever thankful.
Hatcheteers, I'd like our bunch
to take on any other college paper in the nation in a knockdown
drag-out tussle of journalistic skill

Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

Alexander Abnos leaps into real life from the steps of his favorite
Foggy Bottom institution. Tune in next week to see if he broke
his ankle on the landing. How delicious would THAT irony be?
and knowledge. In volleyball …
maybe not. In any case, just know
that I love all of you, and that when
the time comes for me to bike away
from the townhouse for the last

time one week from now, my only
thoughts will be when I’ll be able
to return and see you all again.
With any luck, the wind will be
at my back that time. --30--

Andrew Alberg: It's been a pun-derful ride
by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor
By nature, I’m not the sentimental type.
Unlike many reporters, I don’t
hang on to mementos of my experiences very long and tend not too
get too caught up in the significance of moments. I have a habit
of depositing press passes into the
nearest trash bin I find and only
save hard copies of important stories for the purpose of being able to
reproduce them for clips, though I
have been guilty of rereading them
online from time to time. Still, I
think I’m pretty good at moving
on from one thing to the next.
With that said, I’m going to
miss The Hatchet. A lot.
In preparation for this, my last
of more than 150 stories in this paper, I searched our online archives
and read about 20 farewell pieces
from editors who have come before me. Many of the authors I
know well, some I’ve only heard
stories about and a few I didn’t
even recognize the name.
For four years, I’ve heard
about former sports editors like
Alan Siegel, Jeff Nelson and Brian
Costa, none of whom I’ve ever
spoken to for more than a few minutes at most. Part of what makes
The Hatchet so special is that their
knowledge and know-how have
been indirectly passed on from
year to year, helping me immensely during my time here.
It is somewhat sobering, however, to know that that group,
which was so intricately involved
in the paper just a half-decade ago,
will be unknown in the Hatchet’s
editorial office once I graduate.
Now, I’m known as the guy who’s
good at making bad jokes, but in a

few years I’ll be lucky if anyone’s
ever heard my name.
Either way, my name will be
forgotten at 2140 G St. long before
I’ve forgotten my experiences here.
In no particular order, here’s what
I’ll miss most:
•
I’ll miss traveling to cover
the men’s basketball team and all
the opportunities that came with
it: from postgame photoshoots
in an empty Pauley Pavilion after watching the top-ranked team
in the country play, to discussing
GW’s NCAA Tournament loss to
Vanderbilt with Michael Wilbon, to
walking along the Charles River on
a late fall Boston afternoon, to disappointing Philly cheesesteaks in
freezing temperatures to hanging
out in the Wizards’ and Nationals’
locker rooms. I even got to take
photos one game. For those reasons
and dozens more, I really feel that
the men’s basketball beat writer is
the best job on the paper. Free food
(Richmond has the best I’ve had in
the A-10, GW has the worst) and
front-row seats are hard to beat.
•
I’ll miss trying to figure
out Karl Hobbs’ substitution patterns and being berated for asking him to explain them. Note to
Hobbs: Next year, try treating my
successors with respect. You may
be surprised with the results.
•
I’ll miss hearing endless
stories about Red Auerbach from
Jack Kvancz, who was always as
forthcoming with information as
any reporter could hope.
•
I’ll miss getting brunch
at Ivory Tower with fellow Hatcheteers after Sunday staff meetings.
•
I’ll miss the rush of having 20 minutes to write a 15-inch
story (or, in the case of the UCLA
game, 35 minutes to write two 20inch stories) and having it some-

courtesy Ben Solomon

Alberg, seen here answering reporters' questions, enjoys referring to himself as "Big Daddy A."
how turnout OK every time.
•
I’ll miss seeing my stories
discussed on GWHoops.
•
I’ll miss hearing a salacious quote and envisioning the
headline on the front page the next
day.
•
I’ll miss writing ridiculous headlines during late-night
production.
•
I’ll miss arguing with
Roper about whether or not our
readers will know what the word
“basketball” means or whether we
have to explain that it’s a mediumsized, orange bouncy ball.
•
I’ll miss the ridiculous
sense of humor our staff developed
that no one else seems to think is
funny.
•
I’ll miss having a place to
take my
y GW Deli sandwich when
it was too cold and/or inconvenient to eat on the benches.
•
I’ll miss explaining to
athletes that, all things considered,

it’s easier for us if they win and
that we don’t actively root for them
to lose. At the same time, we’re not
cheerleaders either.
•
I’ll miss stopping by the
office to do one quick thing and
leaving four hours later wondering where the time went.
•
I’ll miss relying on those
around me, knowing they would
get the job done (usually).
•
I’ll miss seeing people
read my stories Monday and
Thursday mornings.
•
I’ll miss reading my own
stories Monday and Thursday
mornings.
•
Most of all, I’ll miss getting to meet and talk to people I
would never get to know otherwise.
The number of blogs that have
popped up and disappeared in my
four years is a testament to how
much of commitment this job can
be. Sure, it’s fun to post a story

when you have nothing else to do
and the news is flowing, but it’s an
entirely different beast when you
have two school assignments due
and nothing of note to fill a page
for the next day’s issue. All told, I
think I’ve come out ahead in sacrificing a few points on my GPA
in return for the experiences I’ve
had. I can say without hesitation
that I’m proud to have my name
associated with both the paper and
organization.
I think the 30 or so staff-members on the Hatchet make up the
largest, most devoted and talented
group of students working together at GW. I can’t individually thank
everyone, but I will mention a few
people who have influenced me
the most during my time here.
•
Jake: I may have come
here knowing how to write (more
than you’d like to admit), but you
pushed me hard and, as a result,
taught me how to report. I now
know to always, always, always
make that extra call, no matter how
much you’re dreading it. Thanks.
•
Joanna: More than anyone, your road at The Hatchet has
run closest to parallel with mine.
You’re one of the best listeners I’ve
ever met – thanks for always letting me vent and caring.
•
Dan: Don’t worry about
the lack of writers – they’ll show
up. Do yourself a favor and put the
effort in to write at least one really
great story next year. You’re more
than capable of it and you’ll be glad
you did. You may not notice it, but
you’re getting better all the time.
•
Byers: Resist the urge to
micromanage too much, but make
sure everyone stays on top of their
jobs. I’m not sure how that’s supposed to be done, but that’s for you
to figure out. Seriously, I have no

doubt you’ll do the position (and
paper) proud.
•
B. Solo: If you can make
it in this economy, you’ll be able to
make it in any.
•
Barnett: You made me
feel like I was a part of it from the
first story I ever wrote. I would
have stuck around either way, but
you really hooked me. And thanks
for the sound advice along the way.
•
Roper: Despite us all giving you shit, I know I speak for the
rest of the staff when I say I appreciate the time and effort you put
into the paper this year. You lived
up to expectations.
•
Thanks to everyone who
ever wrote in to say my story was
great or terrible for reminding me
that while we may not be The New
York Times, people do read and
care about us.
I would be remiss not to mention the people who have to put up
with me the most. I want to thank
my roommates for letting me
bounce ideas off them.
I also want to thank Mom,
Dad, Jeffrey and Marc for supporting and encouraging me to do this
throughout my four years. I know
my commitments at the paper inconvenienced you all at one time
or another, so I appreciate you letting it slide.
Alex, thank you for tolerating
me when I got too excited about
a story. You may not have always
thought they mattered as much as I
did, but I really appreciate you pretending to care.
I’m already over my word count
and one thing I’ve learned over the
last four years is that no one likes a
story that goes on too long – it’s like
being "sentenced" to death.
Sorry, I couldn’t help myself.
--30--

Andrew Ramonas: 750 column inches later
by Andrew Ramonas
Senior News Editor ‘08
10/20/05 = 0 and there I was at
the back of a room somewhere in
the Marvin Center. I was nervous.
I clung to my pen and recently
purchased CVS-brand notepad.
My next three and half years
were on the line.

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

Andrew Ramonas, The Hatchet's senior news editor, appears at a
hallowed hall of power that finally isn't the Tuesday SA meeting.

GW Students Taking Action
Now: Darfur was holding a meeting about how the University
should divest funds from companies that do business with Sudan.
This was my chance.
My editor Brandon Butler
had assigned me a story on GW
STAND to see if I had what it takes
to make it at The Hatchet. I was
glad to have my chance. Since I
started my freshman year, I tried to
get my foot in the door at 2140 G
St. On Oct. 20, 2005, I could finally
prove myself.
The article that was published
in the newspaper the following
Monday looked nothing like what
I submitted. I was disheartened.
But Butler still called me for another story. I was in.
This time, it was a story about
the Student Association and how
they were pushing for a student
on the Board of Trustees. Soon, my
beat was the SA.
Tuesdays were rough.
Every Tuesday night, I was
expected to write at least one story
on the SA. I had to live the SA “lifestyle” as Butler would say. This
meant sleeping after my Tuesday
afternoon classes, going to the SA
Senate meeting at 9 p.m., grabbing
coffee at midnight and hunkering down to write a piece on the
SA news of the day so it could be
ready in time for the next Hatchet.
Living the “lifestyle,” however, was far more than school, sleep
and The Hatchet. I was no longer
an anonymous student. I wielded

significant power.
Because of the Internet, what I
wrote had the potential to have a
significant impact on the futures
of my sources – good or bad. I was
playing in the big leagues and I
had to be damn sure I was right.
This was made even clearer
when I became the campus news
editor and later senior news editor.
You are one of the last lines of
defense when you are an editor. It
was my responsibility to check all
of the facts in a story before it went
to print. This was often a daunting
responsibility, but I owed it to the
people we covered and our readers. I would spend hours editing
and checking facts as an editor.
I learned some invaluable lessons as a Hatchet editor – like the
correct Associated Press Style for
Web site and what a slug is. I also
learned that .docx is an evil invention by Microsoft to torture people
who do not own the latest version
of Word.
More importantly, however,
I learned to balance my life. Although The Hatchet took up a
good chunk of it, I did somehow
manage to graduate cum laude a
semester early with degrees in political science and journalism and
still have a social life.
But my social life usually included The Fratchet – the unofficial Hatchet fraternity.
The Hatchet provided me with
a group of friends I could have a
good time with when there was
not a looming deadline.

I was able to enjoy the pleasures
of Ocean City, Md., 2 a.m. Zipcar
rides to IHOP and whatever it is that
collegians do on weekends. Like all
good fraternities, The Hatchet has
its secrets and traditions.
It was also a group of people
that I could lean on during the
tough times.
I am extremely grateful for the
support and kindness I received
from The Hatchet when I made
the extraordinarily difficult decision for me to leave GW and The
Hatchet a semester early.
Although I left The Hatchet
earlier than I intended to, I do not
regret my decision. The country is
in the midst of one of the greatest
economic crises since the Great
Depression, and by graduating a
semester early, I got a leg-up over
my fellow classmates.
I am now happily employed as
the Capitol Hill reporter for a new
Web site called Mainjustice.com.
It is an exciting job where I am already reporting on the movers and
shakers in Washington. Few journalism jobs out of college give you
that opportunity.
I will be forever in debt to The
Hatchet for getting me to where I
am today. Here are only a few of
the many people I owe.
Emily, you are a talented reporter. I am honored that you consider yourself to be my “protégé.”
Jennifer, you are one of the best
writers I have seen at The Hatchet
and I hope you come back to the
newspaper when you get back

from Spain.
Danielle, you are one of the
most upbeat people I have ever
known. You always helped put a
smile on my face.
Sarah, you will soon take on
a great responsibility. I know you
have it in you to do great things
next year.
Nat, you helped make my job
a lot easier. There are not many
people out there who are as committed and dedicated as you are.
Alexa, you are a tremendous
person who willingly took on a
great responsibility when I graduated. I will be forever grateful.
Jess, you gave me the confidence to really succeed. Thanks for
being there for me.
Ceasar, you have been a great
friend to me and have been a part
of some of the best times I have
had at The Hatchet.
Butler, you were my first mentor in journalism and I will be forever grateful for your encouragement and guidance during my first
years at The Hatchet.
Roper, you were my first good
friend at The Hatchet. I am glad I
had the opportunity to work under you. You are going places.
Dad, Mom and Alex, thanks
for giving this journalism thing
a chance and encouraging me to
pursue my dreams.
Andrea, you are a special and
beautiful person. You make my life
complete.
4/20/09 = 750 + 30 and here I
am. --30--
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A student tie-dyes a shirt during Relay For Life, an all-night event that raised money for the
American Cancer Society, held in the Lerner Health and Wellness Center Saturday night.

Relay for Life raises $46K
Students camp
out in HellWell
for 12 hours
by Husna Kazmir
Hatchet Staff Writer
Hundreds
of
students
crowded more than three floors
of the Lerner Health and Wellness Center for an overnight
charity event Saturday that
raised about $46,000 for the
American Cancer Society.
About 750 students signed
up for the 12-hour long Relay
for Life, which raises money
for the American Cancer Society and featured, among
other events, a walking relay
around a track in the building.
A majority of the funds came
from members of the Greekletter community, said Program
Board’s Community Service
Chair Brenda Tobin, who codirected the event with junior
Callie Meserole.
“It’s a great event that I
think GWU’s campus should
absolutely have,” said Tobin, a
junior.
From 7 p.m. to 7 a.m., students in purple Relay for Life

T-shirts walked around a track
and participated in activities
ranging from games to ceremonies to honor those who are
fighting, have survived or have
lost their battle with cancer.
“I did [Relay for Life] in
high school,” said freshman
Caroline Quat. “It’s a good
cause and not hard to do. It’s a
really rewarding experience.”
Quat expressed her disappointment that more students
had not participated.
“We go to a school with
10,000 people,” she said. “You
can give up one Saturday night
of partying to be here.”
In one of the gyms, the reggae band Lucky Dub played
for attendees and tables were
setup for tie-dying and playing Monster Pong – a form of
beer pong using Monster energy drink.
On the third floor of the
building, students walked in
groups of two and three on
the walkway for the relay portion of the event. On the fourth
floor, “camp sites” were assigned to the different teams,
and the space was cluttered
with backpacks, sleeping bags,
bags of snacks and various
board games.
Members of Program Board
read poems and spoke of one

day finding a cure for cancer.
“My dad had pancreatic
cancer and he passed away last
year,” said sophomore Bethany
Thomas, who raised $2,500
with a group of friends. “It’s in
honor of him.”
Thomas said she solicited
donations from family and
friends through e-mails and a
Facebook application.
“We did it last year and had
a lot of fun,” said junior Azra
Hyder, who came with a group
of eight friends.
Last year, the event was
held in the Smith Center but
was moved this year due to the
construction taking place in the
building.
Seven members of the newly
formed Pink Ribbon group, an
organization to spread awareness of breast cancer, manned a
bake sale at the event.
“In total, we raised over
$980 before we came in tonight
and then whatever we get from
this bake sale,” said sophomore
Derek Sarshad, the group’s
public relations officer.
“I think there’s a lot of
apathy in our generation, and
taking initiative and being
involved is certainly a great
thing,” Sarshad said. “By coming here, I’m being one of those
active people.” 
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Natalie Hatchette, Classified
Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The
GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

SERVICES
30% Off Waxing &
Facials weekdays at
Qi Spa (Services: massages, facials, waxing,
nails. Spa package and
gift certificates available). 3106 M St, NW,
DC. 202-333-6344.

GWMARKETPLACE

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

JOBS
Internship/Paid
Wanted: aggressive,
outgoing, go-getter to
work with senior vicepresident at Wachovia
Securiteis, now
Wells Fargo. Call Bill
Flannigan, Senior Vice
President. 301 9610131.
Animal Lovers Wanted!
PT positions available
for Kennel Attendants,
Dog Walkers, Pet
Sitters. Walkers and
sitters to work in
Arlington, Alexandria,
Falls Church, and NW
DC. Visit website for
online application www.
furgetmenot.com.
Lifeguards, Pool
Operators, Supervisors,
Lifeguard Instructor, FT/
PT, summer and indoor
positions, competitive
pay, free training, must
be able to swim, VA:
703-421-5595, MD:
301-210-4200 ext. 114.

Edited by Will Shortz
Note: The answers to the eight italicized clues all have something
in common, each in a different way.
Across
1 China’s ___
Zedong
4 ___ and
sciences
8 Wrist, elbow and
ankle
14 Reach
16 Shook hands
(on)
17 Fraternity with a
sweetheart of a
song
18 Drink that often
comes with an
umbrella
19 Afternoon
socials
20 “My bad!”
22 Cold war foe, for
short
23 Info on a W-2
form: Abbr.
24 Like some socks
26 “Après ___ le
déluge”
28 Ready for
skinny-dipping
29 Rx signers

B5

32 Bryn Mawr
graduate
35 Cause of a clock
change twice a
yr.
36 Paint layer
37 Smart aleck
39 Salon supply in
a bottle
41 “___ go bragh!”
42 Cold and
blustery
44 Attach with
Elmer’s
45 Cul-de-___
46 “___ Was a
Rollin’ Stone”
47 “Bad”
cholesterol, for
short
48 Good picnic
forecast
51 Opposite of
post54 “The Simpsons”
girl
56 Lt. Kojak
57 Plenty
58 Chocolaty ice
cream dessert

60 Secondgeneration
senator from
Indiana
62 Away from the
coast
63 Faith
64 Insurance sellers
65 Exam given
face-to-face
66 Snaky swimmer

Down
1 Sail holders
2 First sign of the
zodiac
3 Hymn
accompaniment
4 ___ Gardner,
Mrs. Sinatra #2
5 Military infogathering
6 Sierra Nevada
resort lake
7 Grad student’s
income, often
8 Smucker’s
product
9 Track choice for
Lionel trains
10 Like many St.
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
Patrick’s Day
celebrants
AJ CF NK E P L C A A Z N AC E T L A XS TA I P P
11 Meshes
E
L
I
C
I
T
O
R
I
M
G
O
N
E
C O A X
O V I E D O
H S T
12 Rip
CR OA UTPEDT E L V I I N L G L E OS P AA QH UA E
13 U.S. Star Wars
U
S
C
A
L
K
Y
D
S
M
U
I
R
U P S I D E S
E N T I R E
program
SS UH EA TD S T E Q L B E S BS EPEDEB TY S 15 AOL chitchat
EA PF ER EO S A S D U E V I M LA SG O O
21 “Be quiet!”
L I S S L AE L S T I S N OE RS E E CR FR L 24 Queen’s mate
SE SR TO T P I E C D A X I NN I G A GD AO RE A 25 Dangler on a
2
UM NE AN AS R A S V O E N I SS CT O P E S
dog collar
B I PED A I LM D O T N E ED HO ED S I SN E 2 27 Broken mirror, to
some
SS TW EA MN S S T I E D L YG R RE UC HO R 2
H CA L L AF M MP Y R E T PH A I YN A L I ER D 29 Small replica of
the Spirit of St.
SA HX A I L C L AAPED CMR AU HS AA RD AE NR I
Louis, e.g.
KR EE YF U CE R L U S I E S S O LD AE TS E I S
30 Harry Belafonte
I D DR SE X I E M L P I C S OH O LO JR ET RS K 2
catchword
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39
43

30

31

51

52

53

44
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Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

40

47

48

58

29
36

46

54

Free Classifieds!

16

17

32

No. 0316

61

66

Puzzle by Lynn Lempel

31 Brit’s W.W. II gun 43 Purple Heart
recipient
32 Fills with wonder
46 Lament
33 Franc : France ::
48 Network
___ : Italy
showing Capitol
34 Saintly glows
Hill proceedings
36 Gunk
49 Cut off
50 Australian
38 Talk to
eucalyptus eater
persistently and
with a big mouth 52 Rolls-___ (car)
53 Jazzy Waters
40 Badly

54 Where inhaled
air goes
55 No longer
working
57 Lawyers’ org.
58 ___ Farrow, Mrs.
Sinatra #3
59 Bradley and
Begley
61 Zilch

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?
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Lacrosse clinches A-10 spot with blowout win
Nine scorers give Colonials biggest win of season
with five straight goals while keeping La Salle off the
board through the first 28 minutes of the first half.
GW remained on the offensive for the second half,
As the GW women’s lacrosse team took the field adding 10 more second-half goals and shutting the
for the opening faceoff in its game against La Salle door on any possible comeback.
Sunday afternoon, its future was uncertain. After
Nine Colonials scored in the game, including
three straight losses, the Colonials needed a win on juniors Taylor Donohue and Mia Breheny, the leadSenior Day to clinch a spot in the Atlantic 10 Tourna- ing scorers for GW with three goals each. Three other
ment for the first time since 2007.
Colonials had two goals, including Sampson, who
A loss coupled with a
was the only senior to score in
Duquesne victory would have
the game.
left GW (5-11, 4-3 A-10) out of
The wide margin of vicpostseason play for the second
tory for GW took much of the
straight year. But by halftime,
suspense out of what could
“I think coming into the
any uncertainty had been elimihave been a stressful day of
nated as the Colonials seized
scoreboard watching for the
game,
we
were
all
like,
control from the opening whistle
Colonials. Sampson said after
and cruised to a 16-4 victory over
the game that she wasn’t even
'There's
no
way
we're
the Explorers.
aware of the different playoff
GW senior Katherine Sampscenarios, only that GW needed
going to lose this game.'
son said after the game that even
to win to ensure a spot in the
Even if the score was we
with all of the pressure, her team
tournament. Even with a 6-1
was confident they would pick
at halftime, Hannaford optwon by one or we won by a lead
up the win on the last day of the
ed not to share information from
season.
Duquense vs. Temple game
lot, we knew at the end of the
“I think coming into the
with her team, a game that the
game, we were all like, ‘There’s
the day we were going to Dukes won 13-8.
no way we’re going to lose this
“I did think about it, but I
get it done."
game,’” Sampson said. “So even
did not tell them the score,” Hanif the score was we won by one
naford said. “You don’t want
or we won by a lot, we knew at
to put that added pressure on
KATHERINE SAMPSON
the end of the day we were going
them. I think we were in a very
SENIOR MIDFIELDER
to get it done. I personally didn’t
good spot with a 6-1 lead that
feel any pressure. I was just so
we knew if we just continued to
excited, and I think everyone had
do what we were doing that we
that same mindset.”
would win and it wouldn’t matHead coach Tara Hannaford
ter what the Temple-Duquesne
agreed, again pointing to confidence under pressure score was.”
as the reason for the Colonials’ success.
She added, “I was pretty relaxed with this game.
“It’s a little nerve-wracking knowing that it’s com- I didn’t want to say it at any point in time, especially
ing down to the last game, but I think everyone was in the second half, 11 minutes left. I didn’t want to
really confident that we were going to play well and jinx it, but by that point we definitely knew we were
win this game,” Hannaford said. “We were playing going in.”
well, so I think that knowing we were playing well,
Next up for GW is UMass in the Atlantic 10 Tourthat confidence carries you into a game like this.”
nament which will begin Friday at 1 p.m. at Temple.
The outcome of the game was never really in In the two teams' only meeting of the season, GW lost
question for the Colonials, who opened the game 18-5 to the Minutewomen on April 5. 
by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Junior Taylor Donohue scored three goals Sunday to bring her regular season total to a
team-high 28. With the win, GW clinched a spot in the Atlantic 10 Tournament.

Baseball drops series to La Salle
Defensive miscues cost
team in loss

Women's water polo:
The Colonials finished third in Saturday's CWPA Southern Division
Championship, losing 15-7 to host
Maryland before beating Bucknell 12-11 in overtime. Freshman Allison Peotter
scored twice in the extra period for the win over
the Bison, which snapped a four-year drought for
GW without a division win. Nine different Colonials
scored in the victory.

by Andrew Alberg
Sports Editor
After beating La Salle 11-2 Friday afternoon at Barcroft Field in Arlington, GW’s baseball team looked
to be on their way to a series win against one of the
Atlantic 10’s worst teams. But not even a second-consecutive complete game from ace Pat Lehman could
help the Colonials salvage the series Sunday, as GW
did itself in with four errors and lost 5-2.
The game started off well for GW (17-22, 6-8 A-10)
when senior first baseman Tim Reeves drove a 1-1
pitch over the right field fence to lead off the second
inning. The lead only lasted until the fourth, however,
when the Explorers scored two runs and then added
three more in the fifth after GW made two errors.
“We’re not making the plays on defense that
we need to make,” head coach Steve Mrowka said.
“It’s been one mistake after another and teams have
seemed to follow them with a couple of hits.”
“We didn’t have a chance in either of these
games,” he added, referring to GW's losses on Saturday and Sunday.
Lehman (4-3) said he had problems locating his
off-speed pitches throughout the game, allowing
the Explorers' hitters to wait on fastballs.
Despite the mid-game mistakes in the field, Lehman settled down for the rest of the game, allowing
three earned runs and 11 hits. Afterward, Lehman said
he felt the team played well over the weekend, but the
poor timing of its mistakes was too much to overcome.
“But that’s baseball,” he said.
GW led off the eighth inning with two consecutive singles, but failed to score after Designated Hitter Curtis Eward struck out and right fielder Gavin
Swanson hit into an inning-ending double play.
Things will not get easier for GW this week, as

Varsity Roundup

Women's tennis:
GW's women's tennis team wrapped
up its season with a 4-0 win over
Saint Joseph's Saturday in the second round of the Atlantic 10 consolation bracket. The Colonials were victorious in
every completed singles and doubles match of the
afternoon and were leading the remaining contests
before time was called.
Softball:
Alex Ellis/photo editor

Senior starter Pat Lehman threw his second-consecutive complete game Sunday in GW's 5-2 loss
to La Salle.
they play the next five games on the road, where
they are 2-12. The stretch begins with a match-up
Tuesday against George Mason, who beat the Colonials 17-5 back on April 5. Next weekend, GW will
head to Duquesne, the team who shares the worst
record in the conference with La Salle.

Despite the struggles, GW is still in contention
for making the Atlantic 10 tournament and Lehman
is confident in his team’s ability to put together a
winning streak.
“We know we’re a good ball team,” Lehman said.
“We’ll definitely be OK.” 

GW split a Sunday afternoon doubleheader at Rhode Island, taking the first
game 3-1 before falling 7-0 in the second. Junior Amanda Gabriel scattered
three hits and struck out seven in a complete-game
effort, while classmate Elisa Van Kirk hit a two-run
home run in the first contest. The Colonials managed
just three baserunners in their second-game loss.

