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Univ. tallies total
carbon emissions

REALRHYTHM

by Lara Kasten
Hatchet Reporter
The University released the first
school-wide inventory of greenhouse
gas emissions Wednesday, and administrators said the age of campus
buildings is one of the largest contributors to GW’s carbon footprint.
In the 2007-08 academic year, 53
percent of GW’s emissions were the
result of purchased electricity, while
24 percent came from stationary combustion, according to the data released
Wednesday. The inventory concluded
that the overall emissions are “on par
with an average of other schools.”
Wednesday's announcement was
part of an Earth Day Fair held in Columbian Square. University President
Steven Knapp and Office of Sustainability Director Meghan ChappleBrown told students that the University’s total carbon footprint is 143,582
metric tons in gross emissions of
carbon dioxide. The greenhouse gas
emission of the University equals the
annual usage of about 26, 297 automobiles.
Now that the inventory has been
completed, the University is expected
to develop a comprehensive plan by
May 2010 to reduce its carbon footprint, with the eventual goal of making the University carbon neutral.
The purchased electricity that
comprised more than half of GW’s
emissions included heating, air conditioning and lighting. The data collected addressed energy use, transportation, waste water and solid waste at
all GW-owned and -leased properties
for the 2008 fiscal year.
The inventory was the first requirement in the American College
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Univ. President Steven Knapp speaks
about the greenhouse gas inventory.
and University Presidents Climate
Commitment, which is a national program designed to make colleges and
universities more sustainable, that
Knapp signed one year ago.
Knapp said that old buildings,
like many on campus, are difficult to
bring up to green standards. He also
expressed great interest in improving
new buildings on campus with green
technology.
“With any new buildings we construct, we are going to strive to reduce their impact,” Knapp said. “We
are reinforcing our commitment as an
institution to be a leader on sustainability.”
See EMISSIONS, p. 11
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Student hip-hop dance group Capital Funk performs at the 24th annual Excellence in Student Life Awards at
Lisner Auditorium Wednesday night. The College Democrats, CADE Peer Educators and GW Students for Fair
Trade each won the Pyramid Award for Student Organization of the Year. SEE STORY ON PAGE 5.

Alumnus CFO found dead
Kellermann
oversaw finances
for Freddie Mac
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
Alumnus and acting chief financial
officer of the troubled mortgage company Freddie Mac, David Kellermann, was
found dead early Wednesday morning
in his Virginia home.
Though no autopsy report has been
released, several major news outlets reported that the 41-year-old Kellermann,
who is survived by his wife and young
child, committed suicide by hanging
himself.
“We’re not confirming if he hanged
himself,” said Officer Tawny Wright, a

Admins seek
lower J Street
fruit prices
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Leo Chalupa, the University's new vice president for research, says he wants
to raise the GW's research profile.

New VP hopes to
jumpstart research
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
With just two weeks of work under his belt, the University’s first vice
president for research has already
begun taking steps to transform GW
into a top-tier research institution.
Leo Chalupa, who began as GW’s
chief research officer on April 1, has
been tasked with coordinating research ventures on campus and increasing the University’s competitiveness. Chalupa’s position was created
by University President Steven Knapp
to increase the University’s research
focus, one of Knapp’s top priorities.
On his first day at GW, the gregarious administrator said he bestowed
$500 checks to medical students who
won a school contest, raising the
stakes of a competition that usually
just awards certificates. Since then,
he has met with a wide range of GW
players, including faculty at the Columbian College of Arts and Science
and the School of Engineering and
Applied Science.

“I hope the attitude is, ‘Any
kind of change that raises
the University’s research
profile is good,’”
LEO CHALUPA

VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH

“I want to get a lay of the land and
meet the people involved,” Chalupa
said.
The new office will be “a service office for faculty applying for
grants,” Chalupa added. He wants to
hire a full-time grant editor to review
faculty requests, match opportunities at foundations and government
agencies with faculty and reorganize
See CHALUPA, p. 10

The University will ask their
food service provider, Sodexo,
to reconsider its fruit pricing in
J Street and other venues after
a number of students expressed
dissatisfaction with the high
costs, Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz said.
The high price of whole fruits
like bananas, apples and grapes
was one of the most cited criticisms on the comment cards collected in J Street this February,
said sophomore Chris Franzetti,
director of the Dining Service
Commission. Whole fruit currently costs 99 cents when paying
by GWorld, since tax is excluded,
and $1.09 without GWorld.
“Students want lower-priced,
healthy options for food,” Franzetti said. “The comment cards
showed that students want different options.”
Katz said he has heard several student complaints specifically about the whole fruit pricing.
“We will talk to [Sodexo] and
see if they can have different pricing,” Katz said. “[The students’]
issue was not with the pay-perpound salad bar. Right now, they
were hoping for different prices
for the whole fruit.”
Katz said Sodexo has been
accommodating with University
requests in the past, including
revamping their pricing policy
See FRUIT, p. 11

spokeswoman for the Fairfax
County Police Department.
“We’re calling it an unattended
death.”
Police responded to a call
from Kellermann’s home at 4:48
a.m. and found his body in the
basement, said Officer Shelley
Broderick, spokeswoman for
the FCPD. Police are not identifying the caller, but said they found no
signs of foul play.
Kellermann earned a master’s degree in finance from the GW School of
Business in 2000.
“He certainly had progressed very
well professionally and I feel most badly
for his family,” said William Handorf, a
professor in the School of Business.
It was during his 16-year tenure at
Freddie Mac that Kellermann enrolled at
GW to brush up on financial skills, said
professor George M. Jabbour, the director of the finance master’s program.
“He was a very bright student. He

was always cheerful, always
smiling and friends with everyone,” Jabbour said. “I was
shocked when I read the news. It
doesn’t seem like something he
would do. We will miss him.”
Kellermann started at Freddie Mac in 1992 as a financial
analyst and auditor, according
to the company’s Web site. He
was named acting chief financial officer
in September when the federal government took control of the company.
Freddie Mac and sister company
Fannie Mae drew fire this month for
plans to dole out $210 million in retention bonuses to top executives after posting a fourth-quarter loss of
$24.9 billion. Kellermann reportedly
received $800,000 as an incentive to
stay with the company through the
next year, according to The New York
Times, who reported the family hired
a private security firm after news of
the bonus surfaced. 

D.C. rental market strong
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Constant demand
keeps apartment
prices from dropping
by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer
Rising interest for apartments has
kept the rental market in the District
relatively strong, despite a lagging
economy and decreased demand in
other parts of the country.
While weaker than it has been in
the past five years, D.C.’s market is
still stable compared to the national
market, according to data from the
National Association of Realtors.
While the vacancy rate for the entire
country is about 6 percent, the D.C.
area had a 5.2 percent rate in the first
quarter of 2009, said Walter Molony,

NYC

San
Francisco

Washington

NAR senior public affairs specialist.
“When you get at a vacancy rate
of around 5 percent, it’s generally
considered a landlord’s market because that supports higher rents,”
Molony said, since rental prices are
often pushed up due to increased demand.
Pittsburgh, in comparison, has
a vacancy rate of 4.8 percent, one of
the lowest of any metropolitan area,
Molony said. Phoenix, Atlanta and
Jacksonville, Fla., have some of the
highest vacancy rates – all more than
10.7 percent. Baltimore, Boston and
Minneapolis all have vacancy rates
within 0.1 percent of the District’s, he
added.
Brett Cory, property manager for
Mass Apartments at 1210 Massachusetts Ave., said the apartment market
in the District is still strong because of
recent job creation. While prices have
fallen outside the Beltway, there has
See RENTALS, p. 10
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Thursday
HIGH 65 | LOW 40
POLICING IN THE CYBER AGE,
BALANCING LIBERTY AND
SECURITY
Gene Sullivan, a former
Court of Appeals Chief
Justice, and Judge Louie
Freeh, former director of
the FBI, will speak about
the role of national security
agencies amid new technologies.
7:30 p.m.
Harry Harding Auditorium,
1957 E Street

Friday
HIGH 74 | LOW 56
ANYTHING BUT CLOTHES RUN
Create an outfit with
household items and run
around the Mount Vernon
Campus. Registration is
$5, and a cash prize will be
awarded to the best costume and to the student
organization with the most
participants.
6 p.m.
Mount Vernon Campus
BATTLE OF THE A CAPPELLA
GROUPS
Six campus a cappella
groups compete in a singing competition. Admission
is free.
6:30 p.m.
Lisner Auditorium

University Police
Department earns
reaccreditation
The University Police Department was reaccredited earlier this
month by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies, University Police Chief
Dolores Stafford said this week.
“The process went well and
they were impressed with all the
things that UPD does to get involved with the community,”
Stafford said.
This process, which the campus police force must undergo
every three years to maintain accreditation, ensures that agencies
always up to date with current
CALEA policy.
Last November, CALEA officials were on campus to assess
UPD by going through files, procedures, policies and interviewing
staff to ensure practices are sound.
A public comment session was
also held in November for members of the GW community to offer their opinions or criticisms of
UPD. The Hatchet previously reported that only two community
members made public comments
at the event.
CALEA also asked UPD to
focus on conducting background
checks on all personnel in the office. Previously, only sworn officers were required to undergo
background checks.
One percent of campus police
forces are accredited by CALEA.
Stafford said the reaccreditation
process “opens up the whole agency to outside scrutiny, feedback
and guidance.”
CALEA first accredited UPD
in 2006.
–Lara Gori
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SNAPSHOT

Gelman and Marvin
Center see uptick
in lewd activities

Broadsword Battle

Andrew Nacin/Hatchet photographer

Will Cooke, right, and Darrell James practice a choreographed broadsword fight as part of their
master of fine arts degree in classical acting at GW. The graduate program is run in cooperation
with the Shakespeare Theatre Company's Academy for Classical Acting.

Dry cleaner near campus robbed over the weekend
A man broke into a dry cleaning establishment on the edge of
campus Sunday and stole more
than $200 from the register, the
store’s manager said Tuesday.
The man used a brick to
smash the glass door of Esteem
Cleaners on 21st and Pennsylvania Avenue at about 3:10 a.m.,
according to a Metropolitan Police Department report.

A building security guard
responded to the store’s alarm
and observed a man wearing a
gray, hooded sweatshirt running
out of the store at about 3:30 a.m,
said Kathy McNeal, the store’s
manager. The suspect took off
on a bicycle, according to the police report.
Though Esteem Cleaners does not have a security

camera, the store’s landlord is
working with the International
Monetary Fund – which has offices in the area – to see if their
cameras picked up any images
of the perpetrator. The store’s
glass door and cash register
were both broken during the
incident and MPD is still investigating.
–Gabrielle Bluestone

– where he first explicitly mentioned to The Hatchet that borrowing would be a major source
of initial funding. The article also
did not clearly state that the three
major sources of revenue are intended to pay back debt over the
long term.

16, p. 2) The Hatchet reported
that construction of the “microcommons” on the first floor of
Gelman Library were pushed
back until the fall. Renovations
to the 7th floor of the library were
delayed until fall, while renovations to the first floor begin over
the summer.

The Hatchet misspelled Beta Theta Pi’s name. The fraternities and
sororities were also listed as eligible for Gold Standard, though
they achieved Gold Standard and
are eligible for the Chapter of the
Year award. Pi Kappa Alpha was
also left out of the list for Gold
Standard winners. The article
also misspelled the name of Latinas Promoviendo Comunidad/
Lambda Pi Chi Sorority, Inc.

Saturday
HIGH 83 | LOW 58
FOUNTAIN FLING
Head over to the Mount
Vernon Campus for free
BBQ, T-shirts, giveaways,
student performances and
a concert headlined by the
band Spoon.
3 p.m.
Mount Vernon Quad

Clarification:

The sub-headline for “Univ.
to take on more debt to fund
SEC” (April 16, p. 1) incorrectly
implied that there was a new
funding plan for the Science and
Engineering Complex. University President Steven Knapp says
the plan has not changed. The
headline was referring to the difference between Knapp’s public
statements and a recent interview

Corrections:

In “Gelman first floor renovations delayed until fall” (April

In “Greek-letter organizations honored” (April 20, p. 5)

In the last two months, staff at
Gelman Library and the Marvin
Center have reported at least six
instances of someone defecating
or masturbating in one of the two
buildings, according to the University Police Department.
Staff in Gelman reported that
an unknown individual defecated
on the edge of or near a toilet in the
bathroom on Feb. 22, April 1 and
April 15. A female student reported
a person masturbating in Gelman
on March 6 and there were two
reports of a person masturbating
in the Marvin Center on March 17.
In the second Marvin Center complaint, the person reportedly masturbating was a GW employee.
“Library staff contacted [UPD]
to report the situation when the
messes were discovered and UPD
is investigating the matter,” Susan
Morrissey, manager of Entrance
Services at Gelman Library, said in
an e-mail.
UPD Chief Dolores Stafford
said she thinks that the events may
be related. UPD does not know the
reason for any of these occurrences,
she added.
“It’s a difficult thing to ‘stop’
since it’s occurring in private bathrooms,” Stafford said in an e-mail,
referring to the defecations.
Morrissey said the library does
its best to ensure the incidents are
cleaned up as soon as possible.
“Certainly, these incidents are
inappropriate and unpleasant,”
she said. “By working with UPD
on the matter, we hope to prevent
any further such incident. We also
work with Facilities’ housekeeping
service to ensure that the restroom
is cleaned and sanitized as quickly
as possible.”
If any students feel uncomfortable, Morrissey said, they should
contact library staff right away.
“Library staff walk through and
monitor the building environment,
including hourly checks performed
during the overnight service,” Morrissey said.
Michael Peller, managing director of the Marvin Center, declined
to comment.
–Lara Gori
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Fixed tuition attracts new students
Troubled
economy makes
policy appealing
by Rachel Barker
Hatchet Staff Writer
The promise of GW’s fixed
tuition plan is making writing
that first deposit check to the
University a little easier for some
incoming freshmen.
Despite the fact that fixed tuition colleges often have higher
sticker prices to account for inflation, many incoming students
interviewed said the stability of
a flat price was appealing. Unlike many universities, where
tuition rises each year for all students, GW’s fixed tuition policy
ensures students pay the same
amount for tuition each year

CRIME LOG
Attempted Burglary
4/18/09 – 7:25 p.m. –
JBKO Hall – case closed
A female student reported
that an unknown male had
been trying to enter her
room. He said that he was
at the wrong room and fled
the scene.
No identifiable suspect.
Destruction
4/19/09 – Mitchell Hall –
case closed
An unknown individual discharged a fire extinguisher
for no apparent reason.

they attend GW.
In the fall, The Hatchet reported that administration officials were looking to promote
the University’s fixed tuition
program as a way to ease fears
about GW’s cost in the midst of
the economic downturn. Incoming freshmen will pay $41,610 in
tuition next year, not including
room and board.
Several incoming students
said in recent interviews that
the University’s fixed tuition
program was attractive – particularly in the current economic
climate – and that it made the
University seem less expensive
in the long run.
“I did not apply for aid, but
knowing tuition is fixed is very
helpful. Who knows? Maybe in
3 years GW will not be one of the
most expensive schools and other schools I might have attended
could be the same price or even
more,” said Julia Coffou, an incoming freshman from Chicago.

“It is nice not to have to worry
that each year my tuition will be
a few thousand more.”
Another student commented
how fixed tuition made college
costs more predictable, allowing
her to know that she would be
able to afford GW while juggling
a mix of loans, scholarships and
private funds.
“It was really important in
making sure that I would be
able to afford it,” said Emily Rasowsky, an incoming freshman
from Las Vegas. “I was given a
fixed amount … and that was
that, so it was important for me
to make sure that I would be
able to cover the cost without
any surprises in tuition costs.”
Other students said even
if fixed tuition were not a large
factor in their college search or
they did not fully understand
the program until they had already begun applying, they felt
it would be helpful.
“From an admissions per-

4/19/09 – 4:55 a.m. – Off
campus – case closed
A male student reported
that someone threw a beer
bottle at his window and
broke the window.
No suspects or witnesses.

individual was trying to get
on an elevator but missed it
and got mad at the people
inside for not opening it for
him. He then proceeded to
find them and yell at them.
He had fled the scene by the
time UPD responded.
No identifiable suspect.

4/15/09 – Gelman Library
– case closed
A staff member reported that
someone had defecated on
the floor in the bathroom of
Gelman Library.
No suspects or witnesses.

4/18/09 – 12:59 a.m. –
Public property on campus – case closed
An unknown individual was
urinating in public on 21st
and F streets.
No identifiable suspect.

4/16/09 – 10:55 a.m. –
Gelman Library – case
closed
A witness reported that an

Sex Abuse

No suspects or witnesses.

4/19/09 – 9:40 p.m. – Off
campus – case closed

spective, we have not seen any
change in the usual positive response we receive from prospective families regarding the fixed
tuition plan,” said Executive
Dean of Admissions Kathryn
Napper. “We also continue to get
very positive feedback about the
University’s pairing of fixed tuition with guaranteed financial
aid for five years.”
Despite the economic downturn and GW’s large price tag,
several students said their parents saw education as an investment and were often willing to
write large checks to a school
that appealed to their child.
“The cost of GW is no doubt
striking, but I knew that I wanted to go there no matter what,”
said incoming freshman Jill Passione. “When I visited the school
last March my parents saw how
much I loved it and promised
that they would let me apply
there even though the cost was
rather steep.” 

A female student indicated
that she was walking on New
Hampshire Avenue near
L Street and an unknown
male on a bike grabbed her
breast.
No identifiable suspect.
Threats
4/17/09 – 10:10 a.m. –
MFA Building – case
closed
A disgruntled patient was
making threatening remarks
to the staff at the medical
facility. They cancelled his
services and he was barred
from campus.
Subject barred from campus.

You don't get breaking news
e-mails?

HOW SAD.
Sign up today: gwhatchet.com

–Compiled by Lara Gori
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Junior competes in
Miss USA pageant
by Amanda Lindner
Hatchet Staff Writer
Junior Nicole White had her
sights set on a sash and crown last
weekend when she competed in
the Miss USA pageant in Las Vegas.
While White, who represented
District of Columbia, did not end
up with the crown, she was among
the top 10 highest-rated contestants
by users of the Miss USA Web site
and had a unique experience few
others can boast.
“You would think that it would
be really nerve-racking to be up on
stage in front of all those people
and cameras, but it’s actually completely exciting and exhilarating,”
White said. “You go up there, the
lights are on and it’s like the moment where all your hard work
pays off. It’s just great.”
Contestants in the Miss USA
pageant are judged based on an
interview, swimsuit and evening
gown competitions. Unlike the
Miss America pageant, Miss USA
contestants do not take part in a talent portion. This year’s Miss USA,
Carrie Dalton of North Carolina,
will go on to represent the United
States in the annual Miss Universe
pageant.
White said she spent two
weeks in Las Vegas for the competition and was able to experience
what the city had to offer.
“I had never been to Vegas before and I would love to go back,”
White said.
White has also volunteered
at Miriam’s Kitchen, a local soup
kitchen in D.C., and took up homelessness as her platform in the pageant.
Preparation for the Miss USA
pageant is not as glamorous or
easy as it may look and takes
much time and effort, White said.
The American Studies major had
to miss three weeks of classes to
participate in the competition, in
addition to months of training
and practice.
“It’s time consuming and it
takes a lot of energy. You have to
get the wardrobe right, have your
interviews down, fitness training
to make sure your body is in top
shape – it’s a lot.”
Bitten by the pageant bug at
age 15, White went on to compete
in the Miss District of Columbia

Courtesy Nicole White

Nicole White represented D.C. in
the Miss USA competition last
weekend.
Teen USA competition in 2004 and
won after two and a half weeks of
training.
“I never considered myself a
pageant girl. I was a tomboy when
I was younger. I played basketball
and lots of sports. Pageantry just
really wasn’t my thing, but my
hairdresser signed me up for the
competition and I really loved it after that,” said White, who is also a
member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority on campus.
One of the most important
lessons she learned in the competition, White said, is to be true to
who you are.
“Some girls will change their
look or personality drastically and
you can tell that they’re not really
being who they are. The judges see
that,” said White. “When you’re
trying too hard to be something
you’re not, that’s when you get
knocked out.
Now that the competition is
over, White plans to take a break
from pageants and focus on her
studies. She plans to enter the field
of marketing and believes her pageantry background has honed her
communications skills.
“I’ve spoken with a lot of
media outlets and I think it’s
definitely helped me with my interviews and TV training, which
will be useful.” 

Diana Kugel – Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
Justin Guiffré – Contributing Editor (jguiffre@gwhatchet.com)
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THUMBS UP/
THUMBS DOWN

Welcome to GW

“

QUOTABLE
“I want to make it paperless, make it modern, make it
21st century.”

– Vice President for Research Leo Chalupa, on how he
wants to make the faculty grant process more efficient.

This is you

Brian Tratner

The Hatchet’s wrap-up of GW’s
ups and downs.
Float finances failure
The inaugural float was anything but a well-carried out project
from start to finish, but it
was also more costly than
was originally let on. The
confusing float, which
was first projected to cost
nearly $90,000, totaled out
at around $135,000. Students
have a right to be upset by this misuse of money and an itemized report
of where exactly the money went is
long overdue.
Foreign applications rise
In admissions brochures, GW
loves to mention that GW
students hail from many
countries outside of the
U.S. and the 20 percent
rise in foreign applications
over two years will just
give us more to brag about.
International students cite the “lure
of D.C.” as a major reason for applying and GW should do everything it
can to encourage these applicants.
Don’t let the bedbugs bite
A recent bout of bedbug cases on
campus has disrupted students in several residence
halls. While bedbugs may
be unavoidable in some
cases, students report that
the University was not especially considerate while handling the situation.
SA drama continues
After a tumultuous election season, the Student Association is at it
again, with a backhanded attempt
to pass a new constitution. Change
within the SA would be
good on principle, but a
last-minute, little-publicized attempt at amending the constitution was
not the way to go about it.
Even though the proposed
changes were tabled, it is troubling
that it was brought up in this manner
in the first place.
Bhangra Blowout
Bhangra Blowout, an annual
dance competition held by the GW
South Asian Society to raise money
for primary education in India, was
denied funding by the
Student
Association.
The reasoning behind
this – that the event
would generate a profit –
is sound, but the SA should
have given the organization more
notice so they could better arrange
their finances.
Smith Center renovations inconvenience teams
The much-needed Smith Center
renovations are underway and will
result in a much more impressive
building upon completion. But the
renovations come at a cost: Sports
teams such as the women’s water
polo team are not able to
hold their usual practices and even the basketball teams are holding pick-up games in the
Lerner Health and Wellness
Center instead of the Smith Center. It is understandable that with
improvements come minor annoyances, but it would have been nice if
the construction could have worked
with team schedules to minimize
disruptions.
Welcome Dr. Chalupa
Leo Chalupa, GW’s new vice
president for research, started off
with a bang when he awarded GW
medical students $500 for
winning a contest where
usually only certificates
are awarded. Hopefully,
he will be able to get GW
energized and excited
about research grants.

The tough luck of housing assignments
iHousing selections are random. Get used to it.
There are many factors that affect the quality
of college life, but none play as large a role as a
student’s housing situation. That is why the day
housing assignments are announced comes with
Christmas-like anticipation. Depending on what
the iHousing e-mail says, your summer will either
be spent giddily
planning
out
your room with
LUCAS HAGERTY
friends or dreading the year to
COLUMNIST
come. Will you be
separated from
your friends? Will
you be in an inconvenient location? Or will you get
your first choice?
Earlier this month, when the housing assignments came out, some students were left wanting.
Most juniors and seniors were able to get their first
or second choice of housing; with a good number
of students moving off campus, there are much
fewer people fighting over the choice rooms in
Ivory Tower and other upper class residence halls.
The real drama comes in the selection for rising
sophomores.
The first issue is the number of applicants for
the top two dorms, West End and JBKO. According
to Assignments Director of GW Housing Programs,
Seth Weinshel, both were placed on the top of at
least 600 students’ lists. The problem is that West
End has only 210 beds and JBKO has only slightly
more at 268. With as many as 1,200 students requesting 478 beds, many are forced to accept their
third and fourth choices.
But for the students asking how the lucky couple hundred got their room of choice, the answer is
quite simple: Lady Luck. Weinshel says that, “GPA,
judicial history, previous assignment or admission
status do not impact the iHousing process.” This
means it comes down to dumb luck and there is really nothing you can do to increase your likelihood
of getting your first choice dorm.
The problem is that the housing system is a fluid one that has to account for the size of the fresh-

man class that fluctuates from year to year. This
means your quad in Thurston could be a sizable
double next year, and your dream year in JBKO
could become another year in Mitchell. The retention rate also changes so, based on the number of
students registering for classes for a given year, Potomac House could turn into freshmen-only housing, while sophomores could find themselves in
The Dakota. Housing assignments for each building are not set in stone. A sophomore is not guaranteed sophomore housing, because, in truth, there is
no sophomore-specific housing.
And if you find yourself in a less than favorable situation, quietly accepting your fate may be
your only choice. Switching rooms once housing
has been assigned can be difficult, depending on
where you want to go and where you are coming
from. Good luck finding someone to switch into
your Mitchell single.

“Is it right that your living situation, the one factor that could
potentially make or break your
year, is chosen completely
randomly? Unfortunately, it
doesn't matter.”

Is it right that your living situation, the one factor that could potentially make or break your year,
is chosen completely randomly? Unfortunately, it
doesn’t matter. The iHousing system is brand new
and there are no signs of any change coming soon.
The best I can offer is to build up some karma, grab
your rabbit’s foot and hope for the best.
–The writer is a freshman with an undeclared major.

Share your opinion at
blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum/
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GW tends to attract a certain “type” of person.
They’re talkative. Opinionated. Passionate. I could
go on, but I’d only be listing more euphemisms for
what you already know. GW kids just do not shut up.
I really learned this my first week here, before
classes even started. On one of my first nights in
Lafayette Hall, I had the distinct pleasure of walking
into a competition between my floormates involving
who could name the most Supreme Court justices.
There were bonus points if you could put them in
chronological order.
The gut reaction to this story is to claim that this is
not you. But I have news for you: It is.
It is the same you
who kept asking the
professor questions after class was over. It is
the you who blogged
about the Student Association elections. I’m
not forgetting about
that you who always
had an idea about policy or religion or photography. You always
had an idea. And it
was always extremely
NIKETA BRAR
important.
I struggled over
the last four years to
COLUMNIST
quiet my desire to tell
you it wasn’t important. There were times
when I called you out for caring what pseudo-politics
go on across this campus or what you believed was
the true solution to the conflict in the Middle East.
There were days I felt you were wasting my time and
the time of all of our colleagues with your generally
uninformed opinion.
But I could not tell you to quiet yourself without
acknowledging the simple fact that in many ways,
I was you. I believed since the first day I arrived on
this campus that my voice was important enough to
come through this newspaper. I started calling up The
Hatchet office before I even visited this campus. Yes,
I was that kid too. And when I joined The Hatchet, I
found that there were just as many kids ready to work
harder than anyone could imagine, all for the same
glory: the byline.
At some point in my time at The Hatchet, I began to believe my own opinions mattered too. I
switched from writing news and features to writing
my thoughts, my beliefs and my arguments. Some
days, I convinced you that I had a point. Many more,
you dismissed my thoughts with a succinct argument
yourself. But hopefully, every day that I wrote, I invited you to think.
I certainly know it got you to write. I have had
my share of critiques and criticisms from all parts of
this campus. Through both writing for and editing the
Opinions section, I realized how easy it is to become
offended by the voices of my classmates. But I always
reminded myself that if someone had taken the time
to read and compose a response to something that I
had written, I felt I owed them the decency to listen to
their idea too.
I heeded the advice of some. I ignored others. But
I learned from each and every one.
I’m not sure what my experience would have been
like without all of you who just refused to stay quiet.
I may never have learned to articulate my opinion the
way you taught me to. Maybe I would have tried to
listen to your thoughts, but I may not have come to
respect your beliefs the way I do now. And I certainly
would not know how to lose a debate with grace.
As I look to my future beyond this campus, I
know what you taught me will change the way I see
the world. This time next year, I’ll be evaluated on
how successful I am at pulling middle school students
multiple grade levels behind their age to grade-level
accomplishment in math. But what I’ll really be evaluated on is how well I am able to listen to them. I will be
tested to see how well I can negotiate with them. Every measure of their success will be a measure of my
patience, dedication and unwavering support. And if
I succeed, it will be because of this campus and what
you taught me while I was here.
As I prepare for my departure from Foggy Bottom, I can only hope that this campus never sees the
end of you – the always eager, always vocal GW student. Without you, I’m not sure I would be the same
person.
–The writer, a senior majoring in international affairs and
public policy, is a Hatchet columnist.

Letters to the editor
Yes, we do still need
the SAT

Eliminating the SAT is not the
problem-solver for less privileged
students (Do we still need the
SAT?” April 20, p. 4). In fact, less
privileged students can and often
do score higher than those coming from elite private schools, prep
schools and boarding schools. Suggesting that removing the SAT, an
objective indicator of student collegiate performance, will somehow
magically increase diversity applicants is not true. In fact, one could
point to the “diversity” of these
schools mentioned in the article
and see that there has been no fix
in the diversity of their applicant
pools.
What needs to be corrected is the
ways schools manage their curriculum and marshal resources to man-

age student performance. Should
all schools teach towards the SAT?
No. But should public schools in
lower-income areas adopt afterschool programs and free test-prep
options? Yes. Top Test Prep is trying to implement free test prep
boot camps for low-income school
districts like Washington D.C., particularly for students without the
resources to afford traditional tutoring.
While I applaud your column
for its topic and the need to debate
the SAT’s merits, less privileged
students should not be insulted by
eliminating an exam on which, intellectually, they have the power to
succeed.
Ross Blankenship
President and Admissions Expert, Top
Test Prep

Keep
p marijuana
j
illegal
g

Although Justin Guiffre’s column
(“Put the poor before pot” April 20,
p. 4) on marijuana made some interesting points, it did not address the
deadlier problems that would surround marijuana legalization. According to a 1994 report in the New
England Journal of Medicine titled
“Testing Reckless Drivers for Cocaine and Marijuana,” 33 percent of
reckless drivers who were tested for
drugs were high on marijuana.
Could you imagine what would
happen on our roads if marijuana use
became acceptable and legal in this
country? Could you imagine how
many more reckless drivers would
get behind the wheel high and endanger their own and other people’s
life if marijuana became legal?
Additionally, although most major scientific research bodies agree

that there is not yet enough research
on the subject to make them happy,
many have sponsored or published
reports showing how marijuana
smoking increases the risk for cancer, causes respiratory harm and
otherwise hurts individual health.
In a country that is already dealing
with a major health care crisis, why
must we add yet another burden to
our nation’s health system? When
we are trying to scale back tobacco
use for these exact reasons, why
must we introduce another smoked
carcinogen to the legal market?
Although I do appreciate finally seeing a column defending the
criminal status of marijuana, I think
that it would be better to focus on
the truly deadly effects of marijuana
to get the message across that marijuana legalization would be bad.
Daniel Wessel
Senior
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Event honors top orgs, students
CDs, CADE and
Students for Fair
Trade win best org
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Hatchet Staff Writer
The College Democrats, CADE
Peer Educators and GW Students
for Fair Trade were honored with
the Pyramid Award for Student Organization of the Year at GW’s 24th
Annual Excellence in Student Life
Awards Wednesday night in Lisner
Auditorium.
More than 250 nominees were up
for awards in 26 different categories,
which recognized the extracurricular
achievements of dedicated students,
faculty and staff at the University.
Cory Struble, president of the
CDs, said he was speechless when
they announced his student organiza-

tion received the Pyramid Award.
“We couldn't have accomplished
our goals this year without the members – hundreds of students sacrificing weekends to knock on the doors
of strangers for Barack Obama. And
60,000 voter contacts later, they have
proven to be the heart and soul of our
organization,” said Struble, who is a
senior.
This is the first time the CDs have
won the Pyramid Award.
“Students, organizations, faculty
and staff do so much here outside the
classroom and outside the 9 to 5 that
it is so important to highlight accomplishments and spotlight those individuals and groups that contribute
to making GW a great community,”
said Molly Kastendieck, a graduate
student who helped run this year ’s
awards.
This year ’s event was environmentally themed, with students performing skits about increasing environmental awareness between award
presentations.
Award winners were selected by a

Univ. reaches out
to alumni abroad
by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Staff Writer
Some top administrators are
expanding GW’s efforts to reach
out to international alumni, devoting more energy to connect with
the nearly 10,000 graduates living
overseas.
University President Steven
Knapp visited the Middle East last
month with Elliott School staff to
connect with alumni living in the
area, one of many similar trips
overseas. The Office of Alumni
Relations also hired a director of international alumni last fall and the
GW Alumni Association created an
International Programs committee
to reconnect with graduates and
develop a worldwide alumni network.
Laurel Price Jones, vice president for Advancement, attributed
the renewed effort to stay connected to international alumni to
Knapp’s tenure.
“GW has focused additional
efforts on building our lifelong
and worldwide community under
President Knapp,” she said.
Since taking office in 2007,
Knapp has traveled through various countries in Asia, Europe and
to the Dominican Republic. Knapp
said his trips abroad have allowed
him to connect with alumni and
GW’s institutional partners around
the world, making “connections
that can build on and maintain a
network.”
“We have a very strong commitment to building our sense of
our community of alumni as a lifelong and worldwide community,
so that we really encourage people
around the world who have been
to GW to feel connected, to really
feel this is their home in Washington D.C.,” Knapp said.
Price Jones said 900 international alumni have participated in
various GW programs in the past
nine months. The office has also
expanded its contact with international alumni through Facebook,
LinkedIn, e-mail and individual

outreach.
Many international alumni can
be hard to contact, as they are often
foreign citizens who returned to
their home country after graduating from GW. The Alumni Association can find themselves without
any way of reaching them, Price
Jones said.
“One of the goals of our Middle
East trip and international alumni
outreach in general is to use the
alumni network to discover these
‘lost’ alumni and re-engage them
with the University and their fellow graduates,” she said.
Price Jones said about 1,100
GW alumni live in the Middle
East, making up 15 percent of GW
alumni abroad. Forty eight percent
of alumni abroad live in Asia, and
18 percent live in Europe.
On the most recent trip, GW
held alumni events in Kuwait City,
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi where
alumni met each other and administrators. Elliott School of International Affairs Dean Michael Brown
and Elliott School professor Edward Gnehm held a panel discussion on President Barack Obama’s
policies toward the Middle East.
“We heard from [alumni] that
they are excited to have contact
with the University and have wonderful memories of being at GW,”
said Gnehm, who served as ambassador to Kuwait from 1991 to 1994,
before serving as ambassador to
Australia and Jordan.
Price Jones sees the outreach to
international alumni as ultimately
having multiple benefits for the
University.
“GW alumni serve as ambassadors for the University in
their home countries by building
professional networks, meeting
prospective students, connecting
with faculty and other community
members who travel abroad and
contributing to the positive image
of GW through word-of-mouth,”
she said. “We also hope to see more
international alumni giving back to
their alma mater, both financially
and with their time and talent.” 

committee – which was comprised of
faculty and staff members.
Performances by Capital Funk,
GW Pitches and Forbidden Planet Productions were interspersed
throughout the awards ceremony.
Sarah Sutton and Joseph Buono
won the award for Greek Woman and
Man of the Year respectively.
The Greek Chapters of the Year
were Kappa Kappa Gamma, Pi Kappa
Phi, Sigma Phi Epsilon and Sigma Psi
Zeta Sorority, Inc.
The Black Student Union and the
Racially and Ethnically Mixed Student Association each won the Multicultural Student Services Center Excellence in Diversity Award.
The Baer Award for Individul Excellence was awarded to Natalie Kaplan, Mamiko Saikawa, Andrea Criollo, Corey Barenbrugge and Daniel
Bernstein. Christine French was presented with GW’s first Mount Vernon
award.
Program Board Chair Tiffany
Meehan presented Battle of the A
Cappella Groups with the Program

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Barbara Luchs, daughter of 1910 graduate David Baer, presents the Baer Award
for Individual Excellence Wednesday night at Lisner Auditorium.
Board Event of the Year Award.
“Molly Kastendieck, Rob Shorette
and the rest of the Excellence Awards
team did a great job promoting and
advertising the event,” said Student
Association President Vishal Aswani.

“The buzz surrounding the awards
this year shows exactly how involved
GW students are and how supportive
people like Molly, Rob and the rest of
GW can be.” 
–Emily Cahn contributed to this report.
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Senior class donates more than $50,000 to Univ.
Alumni match
student gift
donations
by Carly Lagrotteria
Hatchet Reporter

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

The Senior Gift Committee presents a check for $53,333 to the University Wednesday
afternoon at the Renaissance Hotel.

Members of the 2009 Senior Gift Committee presented
a $53,333 check to the University's Board of Trustees on
Wednesday, half of which will
be distributed to the campus
initiatives of students’ choosing.
Alumni Alan Lafer and
Laurie Lowe provided a dollarfor-dollar match of the student
donations. Lowe is the co-chair
of GW’s Luther Rice Society, an
alumni association. The matching funds will support a textbook scholarship and a plaque
in honor of the late Eddie Bieber, better known on campus
as “Old Man Schenley.”

Before Lowe matched the
donations, this year ’s committee raised $24,803.50, compared
to $14,177.55 last year, said
Zach Briton, assistant director
of young alumni and student
giving. Last year ’s senior gift
went to the Spirit Fund.
Accepting the check on
behalf of the board was vice
chairman Nelson Carbonell.
This year ’s gift came from donations from 26 percent of the
senior class and will support
the groups of the students'
choice, including student aid,
student organizations, academic programs and athletics,
said David Anderson, chair of
the Senior Gift Committee.
The committee plans to
continue to collect donations
until Commencement Day.
“There are even more
events coming up this month,”
Anderson said. “Our goal is to
surpass 30 percent.”
This year ’s campaign took
a new approach with the introduction of gift designation.

Donating seniors could decide
where their gifts would go.
The top designations went to
student financial aid, Briton
said.
“Three-fifths of students
are on financial aid,” Briton
said. “A lot of students are affected – it was kind of their
way of paying back.”
Old Man Schenley died
at age 96 in 2007, after living
in the same apartment in The
Schenley for more than 60
years. In nice weather, he could
often be seen sitting shirtless
outside the residence hall.
“We are one of the last classes to remember Old Man Schenley,” explained Melissa Meyer, a
committee member. “He was a
big fixture on campus.”
The tradition of a Senior
Class Gift began in the '90s to
provide graduating students
the opportunity to make “a
lasting impression on the GW
community,” according to a
brochure distributed by the
committee. 

SA kills new constitution
Changes would
have revamped
SA structure
by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor
The Student Association senate effectively killed a bill on Tuesday that would have substantially
revamped GW’s student government by altering its constitution.
The new constitution, proposed late last week, would change
the responsibilities of the SA’s executive vice president, taking away
the EVP’s role as chairperson of
the senate. It would also eliminate
nonvoting freshman senators and
create a “House of Freshmen” to
represent first-year students.
Another major change proposed in the new constitution was
to eliminate the Joint Elections
Committee – the oversight body
for SA elections – and instead give
the SA senate the power to oversee elections.
At the meeting, the body
passed a resolution urging the
senate-elect to consider the new

constitution when they return to
campus in the fall.
Many senators agreed that the
proposed changes were necessary,
but some opposed the bill on the
grounds that the four sponsors of
the legislation – SA Sens. Michelle
Tanney, CPS-G, Michael Komo,
CCAS-U, Nick Polk, U-at-Large,
and SA Senator-elect Jamie Baker,
CPS-G – rushed to get it through.
Controversy surrounded the
proposed constitution this week,
with many members of the SA
voicing their concerns with the
secrecy of the bill’s sponsors while
writing the legislation.
SA President-elect Julie Bindelglass said she agrees reforms are
necessary, but opposed the way
the proposed constitution was
written.
“First and foremost, the work
that has supposedly been going on
all year was apparent to no one, as
it took place behind closed doors
and in secret sessions,” Bindelglass wrote in an e-mail to the SA
senate. “For us to move forward
as an organization next year, we
need to work together to emphasize openness and transparency.”
Tim Miller, director of the Student Activities Center and adviser
of the SA, expressed in e-mail to

the senate his concern with reports
that many students felt they were
being pressured into supporting
the legislation.
“For students and student orgs
to feel that they are being cajoled
and even threatened into supporting this legislation is completely
unacceptable,” Miller wrote.
He added, “The students at
GW deserve better from their student government and I would
hope that all of you would hold off
on passing this until it can be properly discussed by the next Senate.”
With their tabling of the bill,
many senators emphasized that
they wanted to let the new senate
deal with the proposed constitution, allowing them to sit on the
legislation over the summer and
possibly put it before the body
again in the fall.
“I do understand that there’s a
want and a need for a certain semblance of transparency with this
legislation that we tried to accomplish, but unfortunately people
feel that we didn’t do enough,”
Tanney said. “I’m pleased with
how things have turned out. I
think that everything was done in
a mature fashion and I’m looking
forward to hearing about the great
things the senate-elect will do.” 

Amanda Pacitti | Arts Editor | apacitti@gwhatchet.com
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by Ben Doak
Hatchet Reporter

Ida Maria
Fortress Round My
Heart

A little bar mitzvah money, some savings,
the desire to meet new people and engage in
the music community. That’s all it took for seniors Ari Stern, Evan Brody, Mike Mimoun and
Sawyer Carter Jacobs to found a burgeoning
young record label, Underwater Peoples.
For a project that began with the simple
goal of creating a Web site, Underwater Peoples
has had incredible success. Their first release,
a record by the band Real Estate, garnered
immediate attention from the tastemakers of
music: Pitchfork, Gorilla vs. Bear, My Old Kentucky Home and the coveted position of Band
to Watch by Stereogum, an honor the band
shares with the likes of Arcade Fire and Vampire Weekend.
“Building friendships, that’s what it comes
down to,” said Stern. Underwater Peoples’ four
founders work primarily with their network of
friends to discover new bands from Washington state to New Jersey. Their personal tastes
range from doo wop to ye-ye, David Bowie to
Ponytail, but as they write on the label’s MySpace page, the focus of the label is individuality
and exceptionality.
The label now features 12 bands. “I don’t
feel like I’m listening to my friends’ music,”
Stern said. “I feel like I’m listening to something
that everyone else should be listening to.”
Jacobs spoke to the label’s representation of
suburbia.
“There’s something to be said that it all
comes from the suburbs,” Jacobs said. “The
suburbs get a bad rap. You hear about the tickytacky houses and that there’s this whole black
hole of culture where everybody looks the
same, lives the same and it’s all about safety and
containment and 1950s-era life. But this music
is so organic and there’s so much emotion and
there’s so much nuance. The more you listen
to it, the more you kind of fall in love with the
identity. It goes far to prove that there’s a strong
artistic relevance to the kids that came out of
there, and people really identify with it.”
This sense of connection is an ethos the
founders have extended through their work,
using MySpace, Twitter, Facebook – even
GChat – to involve their audience.
“In the past, the individual could only connect to the artist,” Jacobs said. “This provides
the means for the artist to connect with the individual.”
He continued, “The PR aspect is pretty grueling and it would be impossible if it was for
something that we didn’t love. That sounds like
a cheesy thing to say, but if you have any experience in trying to push something, it’s hard.
Like I couldn’t sell Cutco knives. I’d kill myself.
It’s nice to sell something that you believe in
and really love.”
As with most successes, there were some
challenges. Running a record label meant dealing with intellectual property rights and facing
long hours just getting the Web site to operate. One particular frustration occurred while
designing the free CDs they offered with the
release of Real Estate’s Suburban Beverage 7”.
For each of the 500 discs, they used a laser-inscribing device to imprint a design, which took
50 minutes per disc. Later, they got phone calls
informing them the CDs didn’t work.
This year, they will be graduating, but their
physical separation won’t be the end of Underwater Peoples. As Stern said, “We’re just going
to keep doing it, and be successful and containable and pump out good stuff.” 

(SONY BMG)

Who doesn’t love
Norwegian pop music? The newest Scandinavian impor t is Ida
Maria (pronounced eee-da), whose debut
album “For tress Round My Hear t” has recently been dubbed The Next Big Thing.
Think the angst of Lily Allen, saucy, sexy song
titles a la Katy Perry (Maria’s hit single is titled “I Like You So Much Better When You’re
Naked”) mixed in with Scandinavian charm,
fun lyrics and powerful vocals. Feel-good girl
music? Yeah, so what if it is.
–Chloe Popescu

The Breeders
Fate to Fatal EP
(SELF-RELEASED)

The holy trinity of Kim
Deal: guitar, vocals, structural nuance. It’s a format from which she
never deviates and with
good reason, as her sense of sonic depth retains
its elegance on this recent EP. The third track,
“Chances Are,” transforms the original Bob Marley song, stripping down vocal excess for a quiet,
heavier feel. “Fate to Fatal” presents four songs
that remind us why we loved Kim Deal in the
Pixies, and why 20-some years later she remains
a force to be reckoned with in American alt rock.
That is, she’s deliberate in everything and it’s a
beautiful thing.
–Amanda Pacitti

Hannah Montana:
The Movie
Dir. Peter Chelsom
(WALT DISNEY PICTURES)

Melora Hardin, aka Jan
from NBC’s hit situational comedy “The Office,”
plays Billy Ray Cyrus’ love
interest. The movie is as good as her Southern
accent. Look out for an uncredited Ben Stiller
look-alike in Taylor Swift’s band!
–Ani Mamourian
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UNDERWATER

José Ginarte/Hatchet photographer

A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

On entertainment and chocolate

If you have

$5

Save your cash and
pull out your Spandex. Spend the
morning of Saturday,
April 25 at the Aerobics Dance Party, busting a move on the
streets of Dupont Circle. Rise and shine
– the deed goes down at 7 a.m.

by Emily Katz
Hatchet Reporter
Fantasy and entertainment
are what senior Lucila Farina
hopes audiences will take away
from Generic Theatre Company’s production of “Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory,”
performed in the Lisner Downstage this weekend.
“I was tired of what I had
been seeing,” said Farina, the
director. “I didn’t want to see
another love story or overly
complicated story or drama,”
she added, speaking to her
production’s emphasis on entertainment over drama.
Farina said it was the accessibility of the show that drove
her to direct the production,
one that channels indulgence
through a most-appropriate
representation – chocolate.
“I wanted to put up a new
conversation about something
completely different,” she said,
adding that she recognized the
show as one typically intended
for a younger audience.
“It’s a children’s play, not
really intended for a college audience, but I thought we could
use something fun in a time
like this,” said Farina, referring
to the demand for entertainment in a lagging economy. “I
realized I could approach the
play through any certain per-

$10

If you have

Prove your robust
masculinity – with
wings. Lots of wings.
Hit the Rock and
Roll Hotel Thursday,
April 23 at 7:30 p.m. for the chance to
be named King of Wings in a most epic
eating contest. PBRs for $2 between 9
and 11 p.m. Tickets are $10.

If you have

$20

Catch
District-bred
alt-rock outfit The Presidents of the
United States of America, taking the
stage at the 9:30 Club on Sunday,
April 26 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20.

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

Senior Lucila Farina will direct “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”
with Generic Theater Company this weekend.

H t h tA t
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son’s perspective,” she added,
qualifying her choice to position Willy Wonka as the narrative voice of the musical.
“The audience gets a chance
to see Wonka’s struggle,” she
said, adding that positioning
Wonka as the narrator gives
depth to the performance. “You
get to see Wonka deliberate on
what makes Charlie the right
one to take over the factory.”
Farina, a Presidential Arts
Scholar, is majoring in theater
with a minor in dramatic literature and recently completed her
honors thesis in the discipline.
A frequent participant in shows
by both Generic and Forbidden
Planet Productions, she cites
her experience with Generic’s
production of “The Wild Party”
as an inspiration.
“In ‘The Wild Party,’ we
played with interesting things
regarding puppets and acting
like puppets,” she said. “In
this production, I tried to make
Wonka like the puppet master.
The kids, the Oompa Loompas,
they’re puppets being manipulated by Wonka. They’re the
medium for him to convey his
story.”
“Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory,” presented by Generic
Theater Company, will run from
Thursday, April 23 through Saturday, April 25 in the Lisner Downstage. Tickets are $5.
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Nathan Grossman: Positively 2140 G Street
by Nathan Grossman
Campus News Editor

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Campus News Editor Nathan Grossman hangs out of a second-floor window
at The Hatchet. Although he is not yet ruler of all he surveys, he's trying hard.

To be honest, I’m really not sure what
first drew me to The Hatchet. I’ve always
been a nosy bastard and an old St. Louis
Post-Dispatch article I recently dug up
proves that even as a 7-year-old, I was
capable of grilling a reporter on obscure
baseball statistics. But I haven’t taken a
single journalism class at GW, and I’ve
never really considered making a career of
news writing. Looking back, I guess it just
occurred to me that writing for the school
newspaper might not be a bad way to
spend four years.
And it hasn’t. From those nonchalant
beginnings sprung the passion of my college career. My first article was covering a Macedonian pianist named Simon
Trpceski (side note: the prime minister of
Macedonia was in attendance, making
him, to date, the only head of government
I’ve interviewed. But watch out, Silvio Berlusconi), and since then, I’ve written more
than 100 articles and assigned and edited
several hundred more. I first experienced
the drama and thrill ride that is a Hatchet
production night in December of 2005, and
now I can’t imagine a Sunday that doesn’t
involve frantic calls to reporters and sources and lengthy arguments over whether
“School of Business” can be abbreviated in
a headline. For good or bad, much of my
time in Foggy Bottom has revolved around
The Hatchet.
I feel as though it’s been for good. At
The Hatchet I’ve worked with some of the
most impressive students GW has to offer.
When I interviewed to be a news editor as a
sophomore I said that what separated The
Hatchet from everyone else was the tenacity of its staffers. I volunteered the example
of Brandon Butler, who once drove to the
house of the Board of Trustees chairman in
the middle of the night to get a comment.
Tenacity, perseverance – that’s what I liked
about The Hatchet.
There’s a much subtler side as well,
one that I learned about after I was hired
as the assistant news editor. It’s not just
about bulldozing sources and cranking
out killer ledes, it’s also about getting to
know the campus so well that you recog-

nize every face in Rice Hall. It’s about talking campus issues with your fellow editors
for hours on end. It’s about making friends
with politicos so they’ll open up and tell
you things that go beyond their script. It’s
about working with inexperienced freshman reporters and turning them into the
next generation of Hatcheteers.
Perhaps most importantly, it’s about
finding a community in a school where
such a thing can be hard to find. Knowing that everyone else was working just as
hard as I was to make a product we could
be proud is what made me work as hard as
I did. And I think it’s also what makes The
Hatchet one of the best college newspapers in the country, what inspires staffers
to make those midnight runs to Kalorama
mansions.
Not that it has always been perfect.
Like just about everyone who works here,
there were times where I wanted to throw
in the towel and try my hand at something
entirely different. The Hatchet is a stressful
place where egos collide regularly and the
pressure of putting out two papers a week
can make you kick chairs, throw things
around the room and storm out of the
building, vowing never to return.
But I always came back.
Recently, someone asked me after I’d
checked my BlackBerry for the third time
in as many minutes if I could stop thinking about the Hatchet 24 hours a day and
possibly relax for once. I didn’t know how
to answer. As clichéd as it might be to say
it, The Hatchet has become a part of me.
Being a Hatchet editor is as much a part of
my identity as being an American, a Colts
fan or one of two Jewish guys from Indiana (we do exist). At The Hatchet, I’ve had
the camaraderie and sense of purpose that
is hard to find anywhere, not just at GW.
And seeing as I’m finally entering the real
world and the worst job market since 1933,
I can’t say I’m glad to be leaving my home
on G Street.
Now for some much-deserved shoutouts:
Lizzie: Thanks for giving an unknown
freshman some great assignments back in
my first semester. Butler: You chewed me
out when I screwed up, and I was a better reporter for it. Ceasar: You sometimes

made me want to deck a paraplegic Girl
Scout, but I also learned a lot from you.
Jess: You have the patience I only wish
I could have. And thanks for always taking
my 3 a.m. phone calls.
Laura: I’d be lying if I said we were
close friends. But after writing about you,
I learned that you touched the lives of an
incredible number of people. You’ve been
missed.
Abnos: I’m sorry about the car.
Nacin: You’re like the son I hope I
never have. Andrea: I forgive you for all
crimes, past and future.
Joanna: People who you can trust with
anything don’t come around very often, but
you’re one of them. Diana: I look forward to
having you represent me in court in a few
years. Alberg: We’ll always have Dublin.
Tracy: You were a worthy foe.
Scire: I enjoyed every minute I worked
with you, even when the knives we had at
each other’s throats didn’t seem particularly metaphorical. I’m sure you’ll make a
great senior news editor.
Byers: Good luck as EIC. Don’t forget
that you’ve got one hell of a cranium and a
temperament the rest of us envy.
Alexa: I really don’t know if you realize how highly people around here think
of you. I hope you have fun in Paraguay,
but don’t give up on journalism just yet.
Maybe we can interview Bob Barr again.
Ramonas: You were a great editor and
a genuinely nice person, which still confuses me.
Roper: When I first started working
here I thought you were a homeless man
who had wandered in off the street and
started writing articles. I’m still not convinced otherwise, but I also think you’re
one of the best college journalists around. I
look forward to seeing big things from you
in the future.
To my non-Hatchet friends: I met you
on the first day in HOVA and haven’t said
goodbye since. You guys MADE my time
at GW.
To my family: You support me unconditionally and turned me into the person I
am today. Mom, Dad, Danny: I owe you
everything.
I’ve said what I want to say. I’m out.
Later. --30--

Amanda Pacitti: SAY EVERYTHING.
by Amanda Pacitti
Arts Editor
I was once in a diner with friends. We
had caught a flick and wanted a slice of
pie.
The setting, I admit, is deceiving. That
is, this moment did not occur in 1950s Milwaukee. It was not followed by an hour of
joyriding. It did not involve me wearing
someone’s class ring or letterman’s jacket
or getting asked to the hop.
Still, the experience is important and
authentic for a few reasons.
The story goes something like this.
There is a man in the diner, in Washington, D.C., where we are. The man is
drunk. The man comes over to our table,
and he stays there for close to 40 minutes.
Over the course of these 40 minutes,
he tries to do a few things. He tries to teach
us about the reality of racism in America,
to teach us about the value of surrounding
ourselves with “real” people, to get us to
front him money for his apparently burgeoning club-promoting business.
These things, and others, make us
laugh. They make us think to ourselves
– in that immediate moment – what a
great story we can tell people once he
leaves. They offer hilarity and nuance
and make for great conversation, 40
minutes later.
But there exists another moment – in
this span of 40 minutes – and this moment
is the lede of the story. Forgive me, Hatchet, for burying it.
It goes something like this.
The man opens his mouth to speak,
and his mouth forms these words.
“You always gotta rep yourself 100
percent,” he says.
This, the first part of his point, is clear
enough. In order to be successful – as a
person, start-up club promoter, or what
have you – self-awareness is important.
But there’s more.
According to the man, there exists a
second, equally important 100 percent –
one that is mutually exclusive of the percent
with which one is repping one's own self.
This other 100 percent, he says, is divided and distributed to the things outside
of us. In other words, everything outside
of a person warrants some percentage that
acts to represent the level of investment
one has in something.
The man notices that we’re not buying this, so he summons an example. He
points to a friend that is seated beside me.

“See, if you’re repping your one friend
90 percent, you only have 10 percent left
for everyone else.”
A lot of things about his point seem
grossly inaccurate, so when the man finally leaves our table, we laugh for a few
reasons: for his bringing in two, seemingly
disconnected 100 percents, his adamancy
that commitment can be reduced to a numerical metaphor, his engaging in a onesided conversation for 40 minutes. All of
this was funny enough and led to a good
deal of self-important musings between
me and my friends about the man, his
understanding of the world and why he
chose us as worthy of hearing about the
unique opportunity to lend him $30,000
to promote D.C. clubs (for the aforementioned burgeoning club-promoting business).
There is, unfortunately, a larger problem attached to this man’s ill-conceived
metaphor, and it’s a problem of my own
doing.
The problem is, I believe him.
The reality stands – sometimes crazy
people say things that, when stripped of
their hilarious context, make a good deal
of sense. That is, even though it seems as
if you’re fully committed to several people
and things, there inevitably comes a moment when those things intersect, and you,
consciously or not so, make a choice. And
then you make another choice. And another. And those choices average themselves
and make a point about what you’re doing, or more aptly, what you’re repping.
This year, I repped The Hatchet, and
for the sake of full transparency, here is the
100 percent breakdown of my experience
of this repping.
37 percent:
Actually doing work
Good things happened. I interviewed
Annie Leibovitz. Peter Max did a cover
for our section, and though it looked like
a low-budget rendering of a Lisa Frank
Trapper Keeper, the opportunity was cool.
I indulged in humor by soliciting playlists
from Art Spiegelman, Ron Paul’s Campaign for Liberty and the D.C. Hooters
girls. I kept some commitment to my voice
in mini-reviews. These were good things,
and I appreciate the opportunity.
45 percent:
Fighting with The Media
There are certain things about The
Hatchet that are funny. Overwrought headlines, 1994-esque use of font color, stories
that fixate on seemingly arbitrary conflict:

These are things that typically warrant my
criticism. They are the things which, when
I worked as a contributing arts editor, I referenced in conversations with friends to
assert my overall frustration or confusion
with the organization.
When I worked as a contributing editor, I was allowed to keep my distance. I
assigned stories from my room and rarely
made it into the office.
Then something happened.
I got a desk.
The desk compromised my distance.
My first moment in battle as an editor:
In a car, traveling on a retreat to Ocean City,
Md., with a staff of “The Hatchet Kids,” a
catch-all term I invoke in an appeal to the
self-serious connotation of a newspaper
kid.
At the time, I knew none of these people.
We were driving from D.C. and listening to music, and one of The Hatchet Kids
said something about Kings of Leon.
“I hate Kings of Leon.”
This is what I said, quite viciously, and
worse, I think I meant to be friendly. Something like that.
The Hatchet Kids joked about this on
the trip, and months passed, and “I hate
_________” has come from my mouth
more than a few times for more than a few
reasons.
But like I said, I have a desk, which
carries some consequence.
18 percent:
Fighting in defense of The Media
This is the consequence, and the consequence is a point I have never publicly
admitted to The Hatchet Kids: There are
times when I defend their reporting, their
work and the paper itself. A good deal of
these times happened in private, which
means that at some level, I actually meant
what was said.
The consequence implicitly carries another point.
For whatever reason, I actually like
some of these people. Not like these people
as in think they’re cool or funny or have
sweet parties; most of those things are untrue. It’s more: I value their opinions, seek
them out and respect them. I respect them
for committing some part of their 100 percent to something.
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer
Good luck, The Hatchet Kids. I trust
that you’ll do great things, and I look for- Outgoing arts editor Amanda Pacitti enjoys repping herself 100 percent. She
ward to witnessing your respective com- marginally enjoys John Cusack.
mitments to repping thyself.
Thanks for a lot of things. -30-
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CHALUPA
from p.1
the way research is conducted
at the University.
“The idea is to make faculty
grants as competitive as possible,” Chalupa said. “I want
to make it paperless, make it
modern, make it 21st century.”
Chalupa said he has already
begun looking at the possibility of opening a research center
specifically for autism, a topic
he said faculty ranging from
experts in education to psychology could contribute to in
a campus-wide initiative. He
said he created four similarly
specialized centers during his
time at University of California at Davis.
“We are asking, ‘How can
we make ourselves uniquely
qualified?’ ” Chalupa said.
“We want to be able to put a
GW brand on a subject.”
Chalupa, a native New
Yorker, has a record of securing
grants and fellowships from a
wide range of foundations and
government agencies. Chalupa
comes from UC Davis, where
he was a professor in psychology, neurophysiology and oph-

RENTALS
from p.1
been a steady demand for apartments because many jobs have
been moved to the District, said
Elena Solorzano, assistant property manager.
“Law firms and accounting
firms, instead of laying people
off, they relocate their employees to D.C.,” Solorzano said.
“We’ve seen a lot of people coming from New York City, Chicago
and L.A.”
Monthly rental prices in D.C.
have increased roughly 3 percent
each year for the last five years,
said Grant Montgomery, vice
president of the real estate group
Delta Associates. An analysis of
several apartment buildings in
the area found that rental prices
in Foggy Bottom in particular
have risen over the past few
years. Increases in monthly rent
since 2006 ranged from $200 to
$400.
“[GW students] are in the
type of market that, from a renter’s viewpoint, unfortunately,
there will not be a lot of downward pressure on rents,” Mont-

thalmology, co-writing three
books and hundreds of journal
articles.
He said GW already has a
great reputation and pockets
of research excellence, but that
the school’s national profile is
lagging behind its accomplishments.
“I think the reason they
opened this office is that GW
should have a higher profile,”
Chalupa said.
Knapp has said Chalupa
will be tasked with helping
merge medical and nonmedical research. He added that the
members of the search committee had been especially
impressed with the range of
fields Chalupa is accomplished
in, including both the so-called
hard and soft sciences.
“He will be pulling together research across schools,
undergraduate and graduate,
medical and nonmedical, into
a single focus,” Knapp said. “I
think he has the ability to engage students and faculty.”
Neither Knapp nor Chalupa said they thought the
School of Medicine and Health
Sciences' recent two-year academic probation will hurt
medical faculty's chances at
securing grants.

“I’ve been assured that it’s
being taken care of,” Chalupa
said.
Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz said
he has also met with Chalupa
to discuss the University’s research agenda, which Katz
called one of “the University’s
top priorities.”
“[Chalupa] will really step
up our research enterprise,”
Katz said. “There are a number
of things he is already looking
into.”
Chalupa called it the “old
hat” to have departments for
research separated into subjects like biology or English,
and said he favors a multifaceted approach. He noted, however, that changing the culture
of research can be tricky if all
of the directives come from the
top.
“Administrators can never impose on the faculty and
have it be successful,” Chalupa said.
He added that faculty have
already begun contributing
ideas and “seem to be ready”
for the improvements.
“I hope the attitude is,
‘Any kind of change that raises
the University’s research profile is good,’ ” he said. 

gomery said.
Montgomery did say, however, that apartment rent prices
across D.C. have held relatively
steady over the past year.
Rising rents in the Foggy
Bottom and West End areas of
D.C. result from continued high
demand and little new supply,
he said. In the last three years,
only two new apartment complexes have opened in the area,
Montgomery said, including the
2400 M Street Apartment building.
Rent prices have gone down
in other, developing parts of the
city with many new apartment
buildings, he added, especially
in the area around the new Nationals Park stadium. But the
difficulty of getting proper permits to build new apartment
complexes, combined with the
steady demand from students
and other professionals gives
landlords in the Foggy Bottom
area more ability to push rent
up, he said.
Equity Apartments, which
took over management of both
the Mass Apartments and the
2400 M Street Apartment building last March, saw a 3 percent
rental price increase in those
buildings since last year, Cory

said.
In addition, Cory and Solorzano at Mass Apartments said
many renters have downgraded
their apartments to save money
because of the poor economic
climate.
“People who were renting
the penthouses are now renting
the second- or third-floor apartments,” Cory said. “People are
still renting from us but instead
of getting the Cadillac, they’re
getting a lower-quality apartment.”
D.C. rent control laws allow a
maximum rent increase of 2 percent plus the percentage increase
in the Consumer Price Index, according to D.C. Department of
Housing documents. These controls only apply to apartments
built before 1975, so Mass Apartments and 2400 M Street are not
bound by them.
Apartment buildings like the
Statesman, located on 21st and F
streets, however, are bound by
the rent control law, said Statesman Community Manager Lisa
Nanni. The Statesman’s monthly
prices have increased by roughly
$500 since 2004, she added, with
a studio ranging from $1,150
to $1,350 in 2004 and between
$1,550 and $1,800 today. 
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Students take interest in State Department hiring increase
The U.S. Department of
State is looking for a few
good men and women to
help bolster their work force,
and representatives came to
GW this week to spread the
word.
Deborah Graze, a recruitment outreach branch chief
at the State Department, said
the federal government’s biggest diplomatic organization
has plans to significantly increase its workforce in the
coming years. They expect to
hire nearly 1,300 people this
year, which would double

the number of new hires over
last year.
GW students are often
familiar faces at the State
Department. Nearly 300 Foreign Service officers are GW
alumni and another 193 Civil
Service officers in the State
Department hail from GW.
“I am very interested in
working for the State Department. I also knew of others
[at GW] who wanted some
information,” said Fred Jennings, a senior and a member of Delta Phi Epsilon, the
professional foreign service

fraternity that organized the
information session.
At a time when many seniors are struggling to find
employment after graduation, Graze’s information
session resonated among
the students who came to
hear her speak at the Elliott
School Tuesday night.
Graze said she was especially interested in seeing
veterans at the information
session, as veterans often
have many of the necessary
skill sets beneficial to a Foreign Service career, she said.

Senior
Pia
Oestlien
served in the Army for five
years and said she came to
the event to meet the recruitment officers and expand her
network at the State Department. She also speaks several languages and plans on
learning Swedish over the
summer.
“I spent a lot of time overseas as a kid,” Oestlien said.
“After my time in the Army
and with my language skills,
I think the Department of
State would be a perfect fit.”
–Joe Mancinik

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

D.C. residents gather on Independence Ave., near the Capitol, to
gather support for a bill to grant the District a vote in Congress.

Congress stalls
D.C. vote bill
Amendment to repeal most D.C.
gun regulations adds controversy
by Jennifer Tchinnosian
Hatchet Reporter
Congress has continued
to stall the D.C. House Voting Rights Act more than two
months after a controversial
gun amendment was added.
Nearly 100 people attended a rally near the Capitol on
Tuesday to raise awareness
about the bill, which would
give the District a vote in the
U.S. House of Representatives.
Organized by D.C. Vote, a local
advocacy group, the rally was
intended to get the bill back
onto the radar of Congress,
which has been out of session
for the last two weeks.
“We really wanted to remind Congress as they returned
that they have unfinished business,” said Eugene Dewitt Kinlow, public affairs director for
D.C. Vote. “We wanted to send
a signal to Congress to understand that citizens are still supportive of moving a D.C. voting rights [bill], but one that
is clean and free from amendments.”
Supporters of the bill were
optimistic earlier this year that
it would pass quickly due to
the Democratic Congress and
support from President Barack
Obama.
But Sen. John Ensign, RNev., created a problem for
Democrats when he added
an amendment to the bill that
would repeal many of the District’s gun laws. The bill passed
in the Senate with the amendment attached, and a similar
tweak was made to the House
version of measure.

FRUIT
from p. 1
for catering at student organization events.
Sam Ramos, Sodexo director of operations at GW, said
fruit is expensive because Sodexo decides the prices at the

EMISSIONS
from p. 1
Knapp said the push toward becoming a greener campus has been led by students.
“We would not be where
we are today without the involvement of our students,”
Knapp said.
Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz called
the greenhouse gas inventory
project a “great success.”
“It’s a baseline to view our
progress on an annual basis,”
Katz said. “The whole idea of this
is to become carbon neutral.”
The Earth Day Fair, originally scheduled for Univer-

If the House passes the current bill and Obama signs it,
many of the District’s gun laws
will be drastically changed,
said Sonsyrea Tate Montgomery, communications director
for Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C.
District residents will be
able to purchase weapons in
Maryland and Virginia and
cross state lines with their
weapons, making it the only
jurisdiction in the United
States with such an exception,
Montgomery said. The amendment would also allow for the
purchase of armor-piercing
weapons, allow mentally institutionalized individuals to buy
guns upon release from their
institutions and prevent the
District from revising safety
laws or responding to unforeseeable events.
Officials expect the bill to
come to a vote in May.
While gun supporters like
the National Rifle Association
stand behind the amendment,
Norton faces the dilemma of
trying to get the District a vote
while not sacrificing the territory’s gun laws.
“My job will be to get D.C.’s
voting rights bill passed, not
to take on the larger mission
of protecting the federal presence and the federal officials
from the stockpiling of .50 caliber armor-piercing weapons
by criminals or terrorists, as
the Ensign amendment would
allow,” Norton said in a news
release earlier this month.
“However, I believe that I
should not just take D.C.’s
vote and run.” 
beginning of each year and
builds in a safety net in case
their costs rise so they do not
have to raise prices in the middle of the year.
“We look at the prices and
do a comparison with other
stores,” Ramos said. “You can’t
compare us to grocery stores –
they buy in a bulk that I can
never do for [J Street].”
–Lauren French and Sarah Scire
sity Yard but relocated due to
weather concerns, consisted of
various booths all dedicated
to promoting energy conservation. Students were encouraged to share green ideas that
could be implemented at GW
to decrease the University’s
carbon footprint.
Preeti Parulekar, president
of Green GW, expanded upon
the theme of the day’s festivities.
“Going green is for everyone, not just the stereotypical
environmentalist,” Parulekar
said.
Chapple-Brown reinforced
the gravity of the topic by stating that the world is “heading
toward a threshold for catastrophic change.” 

So many
videos.
So little
time.
media.gwhatchet.com
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Brown seeks trade reform
Says changing
NAFTA not out
of the question
by Geoffrey Middleberg
Hatchet Staff Writer
In an address at the Elliott
School Wednesday morning,
Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio,
refuted recent news reports
that the Obama administration
is opposed to renegotiating the
terms of the North American
Free Trade Agreement.
“I spoke with trade representative Ron Kirk yesterday
and he told me that all options
are still on the table for NAFTA,” Brown said.
On Monday, Kirk indicated
that the Obama administration was looking to strengthen
NAFTA without renegotiating
the terms of the treaty. During
last year ’s Democratic presidential primary campaign,
Obama promised to “make
sure we renegotiate [NAFTA]”
at a debate in Cleveland.
Brown, an opponent of free
trade policies, spoke Wednesday on a wide range of topics,
from the current model of free
trade agreements to the future
of these agreements. First elected to Congress in 1992, Brown is
the author of the book “Myths
of Free Trade: Why American
Trade Policy Has Failed.”
Brown
cautioned
the
Obama administration against
attempting to pass bilateral
free trade treaties through
Congress.
“I am not sure, with Congress trying to regulate the
banking system and trying to
fix the economy, they really
want to have a debate about
the continuation of the old
policies on the floor of the
House and Senate,” he said. “I
don’t know if the White House
will send any of the free trade
agreements pending to Congress, but I hope not.”
But Brown said he was
hopeful the new administration
would pursue a different trade
policy than its predecessors.
“I think the White House is
aware of the issues with our current trade system and that they
will work to try and strengthen
the system before passing new
agreements,” he said.
Brown is the author of the

Aude White/Hatchet photographer

Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, discusses the future of U.S. trade
agreements at the Elliott School Wednesday morning.
TRADE Act, also known as the
Trade Reform, Accountability, Development and Employment Act, which requires a
review of existing trade pacts
and sets forth regulations for
future agreements.
“By passing the TRADE
act, Congress will have better
oversight over trade agreements, be able to make more
stringent regulations of these
agreements and have a vote on
the agreements before they are
signed,” he said.
Along with the TRADE Act,
Brown called for the Obama
administration to convene a
blue-ribbon panel on trade
regulation and has asked the
Government
Accountability
Office to write a report assessing whether the current trade
model is effective.
In regards to the GAO report, Brown said, “We should
not pass any new agreements
until the GAO has had the op-

“I think the White
House is aware of the
issues with our current trade system and
that they will work to
try and strengthen
the system before
passing new agreements.”
SEN. SHERROD BROWN
D-OHIO

portunity to evaluate our trade
system in a nonpartisan, unbiased way. In addition, we must
see evidence that trade agreements level the playing field
for American workers and
manufacturers.” 

The GW Hatchet

Thursday, April 23, 2009

www.gwmarketplace.com
Natalie Hatchette, Classified
Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The
GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

SERVICES
30% Off Waxing &
Facials weekdays at
Qi Spa (Services: massages, facials, waxing,
nails. Spa package and
gift certificates available). 3106 M St, NW,
DC. 202-333-6344.

13

GWMARKETPLACE

Wanted: aggressive,
outgoing, go-getter to
work with senior vicepresident at Wachovia
Securiteis, now
Wells Fargo. Call Bill
Flannigan, Senior Vice
President. 301 9610131.

HOUSING

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Free Advertising for
Students at
www.gwmarketplace.com

Lifeguards, Pool
Operators, Supervisors,
Lifeguard Instructor, FT/
PT, summer and indoor
positions, competitive
pay, free training, must
be able to swim, VA:
703-421-5595, MD:
301-210-4200 ext. 114.

HOUSING
Studio sublet $1450/
month June 1-Aug
23 Jefferson House.
Located a block and
a half from the metro
and across the street
from GWU Hospital.
(626)203-1436 levinek@
gmail.com

JOBS
Animal Lovers Wanted!
PT positions available
for Kennel Attendants,
Dog Walkers, Pet
Sitters. Walkers and
sitters to work in
Arlington, Alexandria,
Falls Church, and NW
DC. Visit website for
online application www.
furgetmenot.com.

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Two drinks, for
some
6 Reserved to a
greater degree
11 1099-___ (tax
form sent by a
bank)
14 Japanese
mushroom
15 Holmes of
“Batman Begins”
16 Conjunction that
usually has a
partner
17 Eco-friendly in
Las Vegas?
19 Rapping “Dr.”
20 Tai chi instructor
21 Kind of account
not used much
anymore
23 Food glaze
25 Down Under
springers
26 Omaha’s
waterfront during
downpours?
32 Tax-free
transaction,
usually

33 Position on the
Enterprise: Abbr.
34 Reception
vessel
35 Cause ___
37 Actress Milano
and namesakes
41 Charles I, II, III
… or X
42 Had something
43 The Bobcats of
the MidAmerican
Conference
44 First-place
finishers in
Bangor?
48 Planted
49 Feature of an
essential oil
50 “Oh yes, I love
that dress,”
maybe
53 Team in College
Station, Tex.
58 ___ Thorpe,
2000 and 2004
Olympic
swimming
sensation
59 Jogging atop
Great Falls?

61 Neatnik’s
opposite
62 Environs for
Galatea, in myth
63 Banks in
Chicago
64 Places with
defibrillators, for
short
65 Move along a
buffet line,
perhaps
66 They’re found on
staffs

Down
1 Stamina
2 Preceder of a
case name
3 Plumbing fixture
manufacturer
4 General store on
“The Waltons”
5 Musician’s
weakness
6 Biathlon need
7 Milliners’
securers
8 Home of
Odysseus
9 ___, zwei, drei
10 Guns
11 Like fireworks,
infrequently
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
12 “We can’t
2
squeeze any
MA AP OE R A S R T S S I J RO E I N RT ES P
more in”
AR RO RD I E V O E A I T N NA EG RR E AE GD E 2
SR I I GD MD A L C E H C I A KM EA S I T I A RI A 13 Some migrations
KU ES RS NR E L 2 18 Woody vine with
T E A S T I OMO OP RS
violet blossoms
SM S I NR A K N I E NE LH A I WG H C A T S
22 Charles of
O N MA OP I A R N U LD EE G AM LD S
“Death Wish”
AN LA UV ME N L A MD OS T T E LC O CA AT M 24 Yearn (for)
WE I N S E E G P U R Y O VH OA K I ER D OY RE E 26 Foreign policy
advisory grp.
ET RE I N N H R U A LW A SG L AU SE HO EN N
SL ND OL O T S 27 ___-necked
S A C I P P A A N P AA
A L M C A L E T A RR AS LK AY
PP LR EE A 28 Shadow, so to
speak
M LE I A S D AO WT H L E I O N EA RL O T
MB UA DG P I R E O WE I V NA GN PB AA I Y NH S 29 Having an effect
I E NV L E A N C D R AR CE KL I I A NN DC I E E 30 Ottoman sultan
known as “the
AR GE E S N T S S K YO ER A L C OE OE PL T
Magnificent”
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Puzzle by Laura Sternberg

31 Taste
36 Gift-wrapping aid
37 Part of Lawrence
Welk’s intro
38 “___ Hates Me,”
2002 hit by
Puddle of Mudd
39 Melody
40 Pad name
42 Kind of gland
44 High-luster fabric

Free Classifieds!
Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.
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29

32

13

19
21

23

12

16

18

20

26

7
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45 “Dallas” kinfolk
46 Sprinkled
47 Unpleasant
reminder?
48 Credit card
action
51 Asteroid on
which a NASA
probe landed in
2001

52 ___ Baines
Johnson
(presidential
daughter)
54 “Friday the 13th”
staple
55 Places to sleep
56 Issue
57 Some Fr.
honorees
60 Suffix with glass

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?
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Walk-on walks off to post-GW life
Lee hopes for career in college sports
from bench filler to regular contributor, scoring a career-high 14 points
on the road against a top 10 team,
Before Johnny Lee was even really starting at point guard no less than
a freshman at GW, when he was just 11 times. But now, with graduation
one of hundreds of Colonial Inaugu- nearing, it is time for the next chapration attendees living on campus for ter to be written.
the first time, he had a mission: Find
What’s in store? Well, that’s yet to
men’s basketball head coach Karl be determined. Come May, Lee will
Hobbs and talk to him about walking be getting his degree in religion, but
onto the team.
has no plans to enter the ministry.
This search led him to Smith Cen- One alternative is graduate school –
ter, where he happened to run into Stony Brook and Lipscomb, located
Assistant Director of Athletics Jason in his hometown of Nashville, Tenn.,
Wilson as he exited the building. Lee are possibilities – where Lee would
asked Wilson if he knew where he be able to use his remaining year of
could find Hobbs.
athletic eligibility to
“He was looking
play one more season
at me like I was craof collegiate basketzy,” the 5-foot-8 Lee
ball.
said in a recent interHis eventual goal,
“I think whatever he he said, may very
view, noting that he
was “a lot scrawnier”
be to end up in
sets his mind to, he's well
at the time.
a position similar
“I was like, ‘Oh,
to Wilson’s, workgoing to succeed.
are you interested in
ing in collegiate athbeing a manager?’”
The sky is the limit for letic administration.
Wilson recalled of
Their relationship has
him.”
the exchange. “It was
changed a great deal
so rude of me to say
since that first chance
anything like that,
encounter nearly four
KARL HOBBS
but I wasn’t meaning
summers ago. After
MEN'S BASKETBALL HEAD
anything harmful or
spotting Lee around
COACH
judging him.”
campus,
balancing
But Lee was unnot only the demands
daunted by the imof being both student
plied
discourageand athlete but also
ment.
holding a job at Hell“He was just like, ‘Yeah,’” Wilson Well, Wilson took notice of Lee’s
said, shrugging his shoulders. “Just work ethic.
so humble.”
Not only did Lee juggle those reFrom such inauspicious origins sponsibilities, but he did so with his
emerged an underdog story now well trademark enthusiasm and charm.
known among devotees of Colonials
“I’d see him over in practice –
hoops. Lee became a known commod- he’d be smiling. I’d see him walking
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor
ity on the courts at the Lerner Health down with his books for class – he’d Senior Johnny Lee, seen here in front of the GW athletic department, hopes to
& Wellness Center, where he played be smiling. I’d see him checking out become a university athletic director.
with and against members of GW’s locks – he’d be smiling,” Wilson said.
basketball team. They took notice, “He was just an impressive guy and I Hobbs think Lee could thrive in a
No matter the exact path, Lee’s
the team’s coaching staff followed took a special interest in him.”
role like Wilson’s.
experiences at GW have fueled a love
suit and in his sophomore year, Lee
“I just think he’d be great,” Wil- for the game that he doesn’t see fadSo Wilson went about getting
joined the team as a walk-on.
ing anytime soon.
to know the young man behind the son said. “He’d be a natural at it.”
Fast forward a few years and the smile, taking on a role that Lee de“I think whatever he sets his mind
“Either way I’ll still be around
tale of Johnny Lee has taken a few scribes as “mentor.” Both Wilson and to, he’s going to succeed,” Hobbs basketball,” he said. “I’m not ready
more unlikely plot twists – ascension head men’s basketball coach Karl said. “The sky is the limit for him.”
to give it all up yet.” 
by Dan Greene
Assistant Sports Editor

Men's tennis sets sights on A-10 title
Colonials will be
tourney's top seed
once again
by Louis Nelson
Hatchet Staff Writer
When it begins the Atlantic 10 Tournament Friday with the No. 1 seed and an undefeated conference record, the GW men’s
tennis team will not be facing anything they
haven’t seen before.
For the three returning players from last
year’s similarly top-seeded, undefeated-inconference team, this year’s tournament
instead provides a chance to do what last
year’s team couldn’t: Win a championship.
“Last year we were the first seed, and
we lost in the final, so being the first seed
doesn’t mean too much to us,” head coach
Greg Munoz said of his team’s mindset
coming into the tournament. “We were undefeated in conference – that doesn’t mean
much to us because we have to win three
more matches to get this title.”
The Colonials will enter this year’s
tournament with a drastically different
team than the one that lost in the conference
finals to Xavier last year. They return only
three players from last year, all of whom
are sophomores. If this year’s Colonials are
going to be successful, the team’s freshmanheavy roster will have to rely on the sophomores’ experience, sophomore captain Yan
Levinski said.
“We’re trying to learn from our mistakes and more importantly we’re trying
to teach our young guys the mistakes that
we made when we played Xavier last time,”
Levinski said.
“I think we went into the match being

way too confident and stuff, and because
it’s the finals, what people don’t realize is
that both teams get nervous. And when
you’re nervous, the outcome isn’t very
clear," he continued.
With a conference championship, the
team would experience another first for
the Colonials: a trip to the NCAA Tournament. When GW won its last A-10 tennis
championship 30 years ago, the title did
not come with an automatic bid to the national championships.
After last year’s disappointing second-place finish officially raised the bar
for this team, Levinski said he sees the
NCAA Tournament as within his team’s
grasp.
“Last year we were really happy that
we made it to the finals,” Levinski said.
“But this year it’s our benchmark. We just
want to take care of business this season
and get into the NCAA tournament.”
Munoz, who is in his third year at
GW, said a victory this year with such a
young team could turn into a streak of
two or three as he continues to build the
program and the reputation of GW athletics as a whole. Winning a championship
not only makes the tennis team look good,
Munoz said, but it also raises the profile of
the entire University.
“I think we were the best men’s team
at GW last year and I think as the best
team you hope we can bring a title home
for GW. The better all the sports do, the
better the school looks. Every title helps
everybody,” the third-year-coach said.
“We’re definitely humble going into this
tournament, but we would like to bring
this home for the school.”
Before any of that can happen though,
Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer the Colonials will have to focus on finishing
The Colonials are comprised entirely of sophomores and fresh- what they started last year.
“Until we win that title, it’s unfinished
men, such as Ugur Atalay, winner of six straight matches.
business,” Munoz said. 

Team leaves
arena due to
renovations
Smith Center work
now in second phase
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
The renovations on the Smith
Center pool were supposed to begin
after the spring sports season had
ended. But things don’t always go as
planned.
Mechanical failures caused by
the massive construction work on
other parts of the arena forced the
women’s water polo team out of the
pool last week. To complicate matters, the Southern Division Championships loomed at the end of the
week.
“Well, besides the noise we had
some standard construction problems. We had the pool up until last
week, but with all the construction going on, the electricity to the
pump rooms was shut off,” head
coach Scott Reed said. “And you
have to have the pumps running to
get the water moving and properly
filtered.”
But a broken-down pool isn’t the
first hurdle the team has had to overcome this season that was caused by
the University’s $25 million overhaul
of the tired sports complex.
Work on the locker rooms meant
that the athletes had to show up at
the pool with their swimsuits on
under their clothes. Once practice
was over, they had to use the upstairs bathrooms to change. Loud
construction noises permeated early
afternoon practices.
For the women’s water polo
team, that meant finding a body of
water to practice in. So they headed
over to the Georgetown Law School,
which hosts a pool in its four-story
fitness center. GW arranged for two
vans to transport the Colonials to the
Capitol Hill location.
“It’s something we weren’t used
to, by any means, but it’s a pretty
easy commute,” Reed said.
The practice paid off. The Colonials defeated Bucknell for the first
time this year in an overtime consolation game to take third place at
the Southern Division Championships.
Jason Wilson, assistant director of athletics for facilities, said
the construction project is taking
place in a series of phases because
the Smith Center cannot completely
close down for an extended period
of time. The current phase, the second of three, is scheduled to be completed by the beginning of the school
year. The third phase will begin in
March 2010.
“All teams and constituencies
have been impacted by phase one
and two. These phases required
the relocation of our sports medicine/athletic training spaces, the
free weight room and fitness center
which directly impact each team,”
Wilson said in an e-mail. “However,
the project team has worked closely
with the Athletic Department to accommodate each group the best possible way and to limit any temporary
inconveniences.”
Despite the annoyances, Reed
said he is glad the Smith Center pool
is undergoing renovations.
“I’m very excited for it, it’s going to be a very nice pool,” Reed
said. “There’s really not much that
has been done to it since it was first
built.”
When the pool reopens it will
be regulation size and will feature
a new deck, gutter system, air ventilation system, lighting, stands and
locker rooms.
“We're a week ahead of the construction schedule. So it has its pluses
and minuses. Definitely, we would
have much rather stayed in the pool
but on the plus side of things, the
pool will now be ready for the men’s
season in August,” Reed said. 
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Like writing?
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