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Sophomore
death caused
by alcohol

RENOWNEDRABBI

by Sarah Scire and
Eric Roper
Hatchet Editors
Sophomore Laura
Treanor’s death this
January in Ivory Tower
was caused by alcohol
poisoning, according to
the D.C. Medical Examiner’s office.
Beverly Fields, a
spokeswoman for the
D.C. Medical Examiner,
said the cause of death
was classified as acute
alcohol intoxication, a
clinical term for alcohol
poisoning. Fields said
she could not release
Laura Treanor
Treanor’s blood alcohol
level or any further details about the death, which was determined to be an
accident.
Roommates found Treanor, 19, dead on the morning of Jan. 23 in their dorm room. Following the
death, University spokeswoman Tracy Schario said it
“appears Laura died of natural causes.”
The night before, Treanor had visited the Adams
Mill bar in Adams Morgan, several bar patrons said.
One of the last people to see her alive, sophomore
Max Mahoney, said in January that he last saw her in
Ivory Tower “after midnight” and that there was no
indication she was sick. Mahoney declined to comment for this article. A manager at Adams Mill also
declined to comment.
Ann-Marie Treanor, Laura's mother, said in an interview Wednesday night that she is looking for more
details about her daughter's death, specifically what
happened in Ivory Tower, to get closure.
"I don’t understand how if someone walks into a
dorm and appears – from what I was told – OK, how
a few hours later, she doesn’t wake up," Treanor said,
adding that she was concerned that the University
was not more actively investigating.
University President Steven Knapp issued a
statement on Wednesday, after the cause of death
See TREANOR, p. 8

Faculty vote
Sesno to
lead SMPA
by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor

The faculty of the School of Media and Public
Affairs have recommended professor Frank Sesno
to be the school’s next director, SMPA spokeswoman
Grace Hall said Wednesday.
Hall said the
SMPA faculty gave
their unanimous
support for Sesno at
a meeting Tuesday.
For the decision to
be finalized, Sesno
will need confirmation from Dean
of the Columbian
College of Arts and
Sciences, Peg Barratt. Barratt said
she received the
recommendation,
but had no further
comment.
Sesno would
replace
current
SMPA director Lee
Frank Sesno
Huebner, who announced
earlier
this month that he would step down from his post
when his three-year term expires in July.
Sesno, an Emmy Award-winning journalist and
a special correspondent for CNN, has been a professor at GW for three years. He was in the running to
become the director of the school back in 2006 when
Huebner was chosen.
This year, Sesno co-hosted a forum at Lisner
Auditorium with five former secretaries of state. He
also organized Planet Forward, a national documentary series about the future of energy sources, which
aired on PBS this month.
Before coming to GW, Sesno was a professor of
public policy and communications at George Mason
University. Sesno has also served as the Washington
bureau chief for CNN. 

Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

Senior Eric Bernstein meets with the Kalover Rebbe at Hillel on Wednesday morning. The rebbe, a religious leader from New York, is
the head of the Kalov Hasidic Jewish sect and traveled to campus to meet with students. SEE STORY, PAGE 11.

Veterans to receive free tuition University
Veterans Admin.
will match Univ.
contribution

preps for
swine flu

by Nathan Grossman and
Geoffrey Middleberg
Hatchet Staff Writers
Many veterans will not have
to pay a penny to attend GW under the Yellow Ribbon Program – a
provision of the new GI Bill – University President Steven Knapp announced at an event in Kogan Plaza
Tuesday morning.
By participating in the Yellow
Ribbon Program, the University
will give each veteran about $18,000
per year, an amount that is then
doubled by the Veterans Administration, to cover the remainder of
GW tuition that is not covered by
the GI Bill. The GI Bill only funds
tuition up to the highest in-state tuition at a public university.
“With this commitment, we are
honoring veterans and showing
our commitment to their service,”
Knapp said.
The Yellow Ribbon Program
was created by the Post 9/11 Vet-

by Emily Cahn
Assistant News Editor

Administrators are taking precautions to prevent an outbreak of the swine
flu, a new strain of the influenza virus
that has infected nearly 100 people in the
United States.
There have been no confirmed cases
of the swine flu at GW, but two female
students who tested positive for the "A"
strain of the influenza virus were moved
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor
from their room in Thurston Hall to a
Former Sen. John Warner, R-Va., speaks at an event announcing GW's
room in City Hall to prevent their illness
involvement in the Yellow Ribbon Program in Kogan Plaza on Tuesday. from spreading to roommates, said Unierans Education Assistance Act of demic Support Services, said in an versity spokeswoman Tracy Schario.
The A strain of the influenza virus is
2008, an update of the original GI interview that the University will
the
same strain present in the swine flu
Bill first passed at the end of World try to cover every student who is
War II. GW first announced its in- eligible. About 300 veterans on mutation of the disease, said Dr. Robert
tent to participate in the program in campus are covered by the GI Bill, Shesser, chair of the GW Hospital EmerMarch.
many of whom will be eligible for gency Department. The A strain can also
Robert Chernak, senior vice
See RIBBON, p. 6
See FLU, p. 12
president for Student and Aca-

Students defend adjunct art professor
by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

Art history professor Rachel Pollack was recently rehired after students rallied to support her.
She was not originally assigned classes for next year.

Professor Rachel Pollack is a self-proclaimed introvert – quiet, shy and not one to
makes waves. But, fortunately for Pollack,
the same cannot be said of her students.
When students discovered that Pollack,
an adjunct professor in the art history department, had not been contracted to teach any
classes for the upcoming semester, they created a Facebook group to protest the effective
dismissal.
Naomi Hochberg, the creator of the
group, did not stop there. She called University President Steven Knapp, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences Dean Peg Barratt
and Art History Chair Thomas Brown to save
Pollack, her favorite professor at GW.
“Pollack is something special,” said Hochberg, a junior. “Her's is the first art history
class I took and I just knew from that day,
that [art history] was what I wanted to do.”
Pollack was told Tuesday afternoon that
she would be contracted to teach in both the
fall and spring semester of the 2009-2010
academic year. Although the overwhelming
student input was not cited as the reason,
Pollack said she thinks the student input was
See POLLACK, p. 6
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
Thursday
HIGH 63 | LOW 54
COLONIAL CHALLENGE CUP
Have some fun before
finals begin and win up to
$1,000 for competing in
recreational sports.
9:30 p.m.
Lerner Health and Wellness
Center
GW TRAILS ADVENTURE RACE
Enjoy a back-country
burrito cookout after a
campus-wide scavenger
hunt to benefit the Sierra
Club Inner City Outings
program.
7:30 p.m.
Sign up in the TRAiLS office in Marvin Center 433.

Friday
HIGH 81 | LOW 58
S’MORES NIGHT AT THE VERN
Take a break from studying
to roast marshmallows on
the Mount Vernon Campus.
6 p.m.
Mount Vernon Quad

Saturday
HIGH 74 | LOW 52
SPLASH BASH AT THE VERN
Enjoy some fun in the sun
with the opening of the
Mount Vernon pool. Free
Ben and Jerry’s ice cream
will be served.
12 p.m.
MVC Outdoor Pool
WE CAN'T STOP THE BEAT
Support GW Balance,
GW's ballet group, for their
spring concert. A $5 donation is suggested.
8 p.m.
Marvin Center Betts Theater

'Study Zone' creates
more study space
during exam period
In an effort to keep up with the
high demand for study space during the final exam period, the University announced last Friday that
six buildings on the Foggy Bottom
and Mount Vernon campuses will
stay open later.
From April 29 to May 11,
Duques and Funger halls, as well as
space in the Marvin Center, will be
kept open later to allow students to
study. On the Mount Vernon Campus, the Eckles Library, Ames Pub
and GDub Java will be all day.
On weekdays, Duques and
Funger will be open from 7 a.m. until 1 a.m. On Saturday and Sunday
nights, the buildings will be open
until 11 p.m. and 6 p.m., respectively. In the Marvin Center, rooms
that are usually reserved for private events on the third and fourth
floors of the building will be open
to students during the day.
Robert Chernak, senior vice
president for Student and Academic Support Services, said the increase in study space around campus came from student feedback.
“We looked at information
from the recent Service Excellence
Survey, as well as feedback from
Student Association leaders, campus media outlets, and identified
some creative solutions to increase
designated study space to meet the
growing need,”Chernak said in a
news release.
–Emily Cahn

Editors Note:

On April 20, The Hatchet
mistakenly printed a University advertisement for last
year's "Distinguished Scholars
and Outstanding Achievement Awardees." The correct
2009 listing of student names
was printed on April 23.

Correction:

In "Breaking down spirit"
(April 27, p. B2), an introduction said that the article compared school spirit at localprivate universities. George
Mason, which was listed, is a
public university.

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Number of study
abroad students
rises 12 percent

Warmer weather

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Students from Bonita Cacho's African dancing class take advantage of the warm weather to
practice in University Yard Tuesday afternoon.

About 12 percent more students will study abroad next fall
compared to fall 2008, the Office of
Study Abroad reported Tuesday.
The number of study abroad
participants from the fall rose from
about 350 students to more than 390
students. Rob Hallworth, director
of the Study Abroad office, said the
increase is “a return to normalcy”
after the election and inauguration
fervor that deterred students from
studying abroad this year.
“Last year we had the drop off
because of the elections,” Hallworth
said, adding that the number of fall
abroad participants is now on par
with normal years without major
events going on in the District.
Hallworth said since the Focus
on Fall Abroad Community program was created four years ago,
numbers of fall abroad participants
have increased.
The Focus on Fall Abroad
Community gives perks to students – like scholarship money,
guaranteed housing upon their
return in the spring and priority
class registration.
–Emily Cahn

State health agencies are ill-equipped to handle food safety, SPHHS study says
Although they are the first line of defense in food safety, local and state health
agencies face debilitating financial and
organizational constraints, according to a
recent study conducted by the GW School
of Public Health and Health Services.
State agencies conduct about 80 percent of all food inspections, a critical part
of the food safety system. But scarce resources and nonuniform practices make
it difficult to maintain consistent inspection standards nationwide, the study,
“Stronger Partnerships for Safer Food,”
found.
Local and state health officials also
find it difficult to collaborate with other
states and federal agencies, such as the
Food and Drug Administration, during
outbreaks of foodborne illnesses.
“When somebody gets sick, he or she
calls the health department,” said Joseph
Corby, executive director of the Association of Food and Drug Officials. “We
have to learn how to share information
between the local and national level.”

The study pointed to recent salmonella outbreaks in peanut butter and produce as an example of how quickly a local
foodborne illness can become a national
problem. Paul Jarris, the executive director of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, said that foodborne
illnesses may be occurring more often.
“Our food comes from all over [the
world],” he said. “We don’t eat seasonally anymore.”
The study also found that local and
state agencies across the country are
chronically understaffed and underfunded. Tight budgets have forced some agencies to combine health departments with
other towns or to dissolve completely.
“The system now is like an iceberg,
with the local departments doing a lot of
the work and making up most of the system,” Corby said. “Let’s give them more
money at the local and state level.”
Improvements to the food safety system are usually aimed solely at the FDA,
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion and other federal agencies. The study
recommended that Congress establish a
stronger, more centralized system that
mandates standardized rules and practices for local and state agencies. The new
system would be led by the Department
of Health and Human Services.
“It’s very clear that reform at the federal level is important, but reform at the
local and state level is important as well,”
said GW professor of research Michael
Taylor, one of the study’s authors.
The study said that Congress should
give at least $100 million each year to
state and local health agencies, increasing to $350 million over five years. That
money would be distributed by the FDA
in the form of grants.
Taylor said that the study, which incorporated advice from health officials
around the country, had been well-received.
“It reflects a pretty good consensus of
opinion,” he said.
–Caroline Coppel
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Journalists discuss Obama Number of VPs reduced
Knapp decreases
cabinet of top
administrators
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
University President Steven Knapp has streamlined
his cabinet of senior-level vice
presidents in an administrative reorganization announced
on Monday, reducing the number of vice presidents from 10
to eight.
Knapp chose not to create
the chief human resources and
chief information officer positions at the vice president level
after Vice President of Human
Resources Val Berry resigned
and Vice President and Chief
Information Officer Ron Bonig
retired earlier this year.
Michelle Rattinger/Hatchet photographer

Roselena Ramirez, the Washington Bureau Chief for Latin American television channel Telesur, discusses
the achievements of President Barack Obama's first 100 days Tuesday night at the Elliott School.
correspondent for Japan’s Asahi
“Africa has never been at the
Shimbun newspaper, said Obama forefront of American foreign polseemed to be successful with di- icy,” said Ikokwu, adding “Obama
plomacy – a departure from what is still very much liked because he
he called President Bush’s 'with us has roots to the continent.”
or against us' mentality.
Obama’s popularity around
“[Obama] is saying, ‘I’m going the world is unprecedented, espeto listen to you,’ ” Sakajiri said.
cially in Japan, said Sakajiri, who
Abderrahim Foukara of Al added, “My parents know the
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Jazeera Arabic said people in name of the Obama puppy, but
Hatchet Staff Writer
the Muslim world are watching not the British prime minister.”
Dugua added that as French
A panel of foreign journalists Obama with a great deal of interPresident
Nicolas
Sarkozy’s
said President Barack Obama’s est.
“[Obama’s] approach to Iran is popularity goes down in France,
“honeymoon” will not last forever
at an event Tuesday night at the critical,” Foukara said. “It will take Obama’s goes up.
a while for the U.S. to understand
“Sarkozy
cannot
outdo
Elliott School.
Obama. He’s shorter, he doesn’t
The panel, which included the significance of that step.”
Foukara also called the recent play basketball as well and his
journalists from the BBC, Al
Jazeera Arabic, as well as Japanese, decision to release the Central In- wife is not black,” Dugua joked.
The panelists also discussed
Nigerian and Latin American telligence Agency torture memos
reporting differences to their readpublications, discussed Obama’s “stunning.”
French journalist Pierre-Yves ers overseas.
progress during his first 100 days
Dugua said that he was “struck
“We call ‘torture’ ‘torture,’ not
in office.
There was general agreement by a great deal of continuity” in ‘interrogation techniques,’ ” said
among the panel that while 100 Obama’s policies, including his Roselena Ramirez from the Latin
days was too short of a time pe- appointment of Tim Geithner to American television channel Telesur.
riod to make serious assessments the Treasury Department.
“It was a deliberate attempt
Elliott School graduate stuof Obama’s presidency, the difference from the previous adminis- by Obama to keep in place some dent Cyril Blet moderated the distration was already striking to the of the principles that had been in cussion. He said afterward that he
place since the beginning of the was pleased with the wide range
rest of the world.
of international perspectives
“On day one, or even day [economic] crisis,” he said.
Constance Ikokwu of the Ni- and had been interested to hear
zero, he brought change in the
eyes of many Europeans because gerian newspaper This Day said Ramirez’s take on torture, calling
he wasn’t George Bush,” said Si- while Obama is taking the steps it “a blunt statement.”
Blet said, “The way you see
mon Wilson of the BBC, adding that he promised on the campaign
that Obama has not done a lot yet, trail, he does not seem to have a [torture] in mainstream American
“but ‘100 days’ sells a lot of copy.” clear policy for Africa, which she media is very different from how
it is viewed abroad.” 
Nobuyoshi Sakajiri, a former said is not surprising.

Journalists weigh
in on Obama's
first 100 days

The top human resources
and information officers will
now report to Executive Vice
President and Treasurer Lou
Katz instead of directly to the
president. To help Katz handle
his expanding job description, Knapp also announced
promotions for three of Katz’s
associate vice presidents: Ed
Schonfeld will serve as senior
associate vice president for
administration, Alicia O’Neil
will become senior associate
vice president for operations,
and Dave Lawlor will take on
the role of senior associate vice
president for finance.
“By creating three strong
deputy positions to manage
areas that formerly reported
more directly to the Executive
Vice President and Treasurer,
I believe we can streamline
the activities of that office and
achieve a more effective and
efficient management structure,” Knapp wrote in an e-

www.gwhatchet.com

mail to The Hatchet.
In his announcement to the
staff, Knapp said he hopes the
reorganization will strengthen
coordination and simplify administrative processes. The
vice presidents are often involved in making key decisions
for the University, from recommendations about arming the
University Police Department
to reviewing the inauguration
budget before it is released.
“I meet with the vice presidents collectively once a week,
and they also meet separately
once a week,” Knapp wrote. “I
also have regular one-on-one
meetings with each of the vice
presidents.”
Dave Steinour will serve
as interim chief information
officer while the University
searches for Bonig’s replacement. Knapp said that the
University is also launching a
search for the chief human resources position. 

"My parents know the name of the Obama puppy,
but not the British prime minister."
– Japanese journalist Nobuyoshi Sakajiri on President Barack
Obama's popularity.

Diana Kugel – Opinions Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
Justin Guiffré – Contributing Editor (jguiffre@gwhatchet.com)
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Cartoon Hazardous
Robbi LeGrant

editorial

“

QUOTABLE

The final
whistle

Much needed
closure
On January 23, GW awoke to the
tragic news of Laura Treanor ’s death. At
the time it seemed that Laura, who was
The Hatchet’s contributing life editor
and a member of Phi Sigma Sigma, had
died of natural causes. But we learned
on Tuesday that her death was, in fact,
caused by alcohol poisoning.
The answer to the cause of Laura’s
death brings a multitude of questions,
all of them equally important. But the
University Police Department is not
investigating the case and it seems
that neither is the Metropolitan Police

The answer to the cause
of Laura’s death brings a
multitude of questions, all of
them equally important.

Department. On a campus where the
police department holds itself to such
a high standard, this should not be
the incident. Investigating the details
of Laura’s case is a responsibility that
UPD needs to take on.
At this point, laying blame should
not be the focus. Instead, we should be
trying to give her family, who has been
searching for more details, a sense of
closure.
So far, the University’s response to
this latest update has been scripted at
best and objectionable at worst. Knapp’s
response read, “We were all saddened
by this reminder of the untimely death
of this promising young student and beloved member of our GW Community.”
This statement seems to lack genuine
emotion or reflections on the specifics
of the case and is much more clinical
than is appropriate for the first student
death on campus in four years.
Tracy Schario’s fatalistic response is
similarly lackluster, stating, “We may
never know the circumstances around
the tragic nature of Laura’s death, it’s
incredibly unfortunate.” This is exactly
the attitude GW does not need, when so
many questions linger in the minds of
Laura’s family and friends.
Laura Treanor ’s death should be
dealt with as the emotional and delicate
issue that it is. There is no need to make
her a poster child for any kind of campaign. Rather, the University’s priority
should be to make the details of the case
clear.
The school year is almost over and
naturally the GW community is pausing to reflect on this year ’s tragedy. If
we could only know the details of that
unfortunate evening, perhaps Laura’s
family and closest friends would finally
have the peace of mind to move on.

Letters to the editor

To whom it may concern:
It has come to my attention that your company is hiring for some
position that I’m sure hundreds of people have already applied for. I
guess I would like to add my name to the stack. In the interest of saving
both of us time, here is the cover letter that I would really like to write.
As a reputable human resources specialist, I’m sure you receive
an endless parade of résumés. I’d like you to know that this is not my
first cover letter. In fact, it is my 22nd. And this cover letter is actually
original! Cover letters tend to be the most insincere form of the written
word. People usually just change the name of the company before they
send out a packaged letter which includes the standard lines, “I am
writing to express my sincere interest,” and, “With my experience as a
blank, blank, and blank I have much to offer blank.”
But I truly believe I would be a great addition to any workplace.
JOE LALIBERTE
I’ve been a producer on a national television show. I’ve taught outdoor
and environmental education to high school and middle school stuCOLUMNIST
dents. I’ve served as captain of the rugby team and lead guide for GW
TRAiLS. I also occasionally write a column where I espouse poorly held
opinions. Maybe if the interview took place with a few beers between
us rather than a large desk then you could get to know me beyond two sheets of paper.
In less than three weeks, I will also hold a bachelor's degree from THE George Washington University. After four years, I can walk away knowing that I really made the most out of
my time here. But to what end? Am I a failure because I don’t have a “real” job yet?
I would really like a job at your company because it’s what I’m supposed to want – right?
When we graduate college, it is automatically assumed that we begin our careers. Maybe
part of the reason I’d like a job is to use that suit I bought a few months ago for more than a
sorority formal or a rugby banquet. Or maybe it’s just because the current inevitability of getting into the same car that my parents dropped me off in nearly four years ago to drive back
home holds far too much irony.
I’d like to congratulate the person who eventually gets this job – or any graduating college senior with a job, for that matter. It must be nice to have an answer to that excruciating
question, “So, what are you doing next year?” I’m beginning to give completely random answers to that question. Drug dealer. Toll-booth attendant. Freelance writer. The latter I could
say with some credibility, as I have begun submitting articles to magazines – but to no avail.
I frequently answer that question by projecting a sense that I am above it all. “Of course I
don’t care that much about a job. I’ll figure it out.”
I’m not sure how the other 1.6 million graduating seniors around the country are faring.
I hope they take solace in the notion that someday soon the recession will end. Our parents'
generation will retire. The unemployment rate for those with a college degree is still about
half that of the national average. Those with a college degree still, on average, make double
the amount of money than someone without a degree would.
If I could say one thing to quell everyone’s anxiety over this atrocious job market it
would be this: We’re all going to be all right. Though I have sometimes complained about
THE George Washington University, I’m thankful to have gone to a school that really offered
so much more than class time and papers.
I thank you in advance for reviewing my attached résumé, and I look forward to the prospect of speaking with you further about any open position.
Sincerely,
Joe Laliberte
P.S. I also ask that you do not Google my name for a few months based on the fear you
might actually read this column.

With his final blow of the whistle last Saturday,
the referee marked the end of the game, my career as
a GW rugby player and essentially my time at GW as
well. There are still a few papers left to go, but with
no more practices to attend or gold jerseys to wear,
the end of my time at college is that much more real.
It certainly has been a great four years. Part of why
it has been so great is because of how unexpected
most of it was.
GW was an unknown to me when I was applying
to college. I didn’t know anything about it other than
that it was in Washington, D.C. I applied last minute
on the recommendation of my guidance counselor.
Then, when I visited the campus, I fell in love with
GW. A college that was not even on my radar as I
began the college process senior year became my top
choice by the time I had to make a final decision.
As an undersized freshman, I was probably one
of the last people you would expect to see join a
rugby team. Coming into GW, I didn’t even know
there were many rugby teams in the United States.
But I wanted competition and a bit of contact, so I
showed up on the first day of practice for a sport I
knew little about. Since that time our coach and veteran players have taught the game to me and many
other rookies.
I made some great friends, dealt with a few injuries, played against some
of the best in the country
and received a pretty
sweet nickname: Danger. Both on and off the
pitch, rugby has been
one of the best parts of
my time here at GW. Yet
rugby was not the only
part of my college career
I did not see coming as I
graduated high school.
My interest in journalism also developed at
GW.
As a freshman, I had
FRANK
the good fortune to work
at the Office of UniBROOMELL
versity Relations. They
welcomed me in and
COLUMNIST
provided me with an opportunity to contribute.
I’d never done anything
with journalism before,
but I hung around the editor of ByGeorge! enough
that he decided to give me a shot. I wrote my first
ever article for ByGeorge! and found out I was not
terrible at it. There I was able to interview coaches
of the rowing, baseball and men’s and women’s basketball teams. I was hooked and joined The Hatchet
the following year. A big thanks goes to all of the editors who have put up with me here since then.
I could not have planned my time at college, and
I am happy with that. I have come to see college as
a place where you have to work hard, but you also
have to enjoy the ride and take what comes at you. If
you do your work, opportunities will arise, especially here in D.C. It is just a matter of taking advantage
of those opportunities.
By taking the opportunities that have presented
themselves to me, I have had the chance to do many
things I never would have thought of before they
happened. Whether it was working at a bar in Atlantic City or interning on a national radio show, it
was always something new.
Now I am looking forward, that final whistle
having blown, and I am excited about the unknown
opportunities that still lie ahead. I am also appreciative of my time at GW; it changed a kid who thought
he knew everything into someone who knows he
still has a lot to learn. For that, I have to thank my
parents, brothers, friends, family, coworkers and
professors who have all been there along the way.
So take care GW. Remember to enjoy these four
years as they fly by. And remember, you cannot plan
everything – so don’t be afraid to try something new
when it comes along.
–The writer, a senior majoring in international affairs, is
a Hatchet columnist.

Keeping professor Pollack at GW

Consolidate spirit efforts
Regarding the article about Kyle Boyer's
planned Colonial Impact Group (“New student org promotes spirit,” April 27), I first
wanted to commend him for taking a step
toward building up our school spirit.
I would like to suggest that he make it
a point to collaborate with already existing spirit organizations. The last thing GW
needs is to continue to stretch our resources
thin by having many people do the same
thing separately, without working together.
There are many organizations on campus already attempting to promote school
spirit, such as Colonial Army, Colonial Challenge, and the Dance, Cheer and Colonial
Brass organizations. Those organizations
already receive money from the University
and would be great assets.
The idea of having a true spirit group
started from the students up, as opposed to
the reverse, is a great idea. At the same time,
I urge him to keep into perspective the fact
that the last thing this school needs is to be
divided into various groups trying to reach
the same goal, especially when the goal is to
unify the entire GW community.
David Glidden
Sophomore

“
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This weekend I had what I would describe as an been a great loss to the department and the University
absolutely perfect Sunday. One of my favorite profes- as a whole.
sors brought about fifteen students to the Hillwood
Fortunately, the art history department decided to
Museum in Northwest D.C. for an afternoon of ex- keep Professor Pollack on staff, much to the relief of
ploring a gorgeous old Gatsby-style mansion and es- her students.
tate and then high tea in the garden’s café. This trip
Professor Pollack, a fourth-year adjunct to the art
was one of many wonderful field trips orhistory department, is currently
ganized by my favorite art history profesgetting her Ph.D. from University
LAURA LEVINE
sor, Rachel Pollack.
of Maryland and has been a facWhen Professor Pollack looked at the
ulty in residence for three years.
schedule for next fall and asked why neither her name “I have become a better teacher from living on camnor any of her classes were on the list, she was told that pus and getting to know the students,” says Pollack.
the department is looking to change the format of the Adored by her students, Rachel Pollack goes above
survey courses to have tenured faculty teach them.
and beyond, from hosting movie nights in her home in
Students were surprised at this, because Pro- JBKO to organizing wonderful field trips to museums
fessor Pollack’s classes are always full and widely and galleries all over D.C.
recommended among art history students. With no
From a personal standpoint, I can attest to the fact
solid answer, students acted to ensure her return in that Professor Pollack is truly an incredible teacher.
the fall.
Her survey of western art class was the first course
The students of the art history department did ev- that I took within the department, and it automatierything in their power to keep Professor Pollack’s ca- cally sparked my interest in the subject, leading me to
reer from being terminated. From writing letters to the choose art history as my major.
art history department chair to filling out petitions, we
Professor Pollack’s stellar reputation is what
did not take this possibility lightly, as it would have draws students who have never taken a class on art

history to the department, creating high enrollment
and many potential art history majors and minors,
much like myself. Professor Pollack makes learning
about prehistoric wall paintings in the Lascaux Cave
in France interesting and exciting, which is important
when learning about material that could easily be seen
as dull.
“Art is something that everyone should love,”
says Professor Pollack, and it is undoubtedly something that she allows her students to do. Even if her
students never take another course on the subject,
they learn a lot and are inspired by her energy and
enthusiasm.
Professor Pollack’s extremely high enrollment and
positive evaluations, as well as her students’ fighting
for her position, reflect how important this teacher is
to the art history department and how valued she is
by her students.
I was thrilled to learn that the art history department decided to rehire this remarkable teacher. I am
elated to know that Professor Pollack will be back next
year, and I look forward to taking more classes with
her in the future.
–The writer is a sophomore majoring in art history.

Share your opinion at blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum/
Eric Roper, editor in chief
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CRIME LOG
Destruction
4/22/09 – 5:45 p.m. –
Thurston Hall – open
case
A female student reported
that when she returned to
her room, she found that
various identification cards
of hers had been vandalized and damaged.
Theft
4/25/09 – Thurston Hall –
case closed
A male student stated he
left his wallet in the lobby of
Thurston on top of the ATM
machine. He returned and
the wallet was missing.
No suspects or witnesses
Drug Law Violation
4/27/09 – 4:40 p.m. –
Thurston Hall – case
closed
UPD officers responded
to a call about individuals
being on the ledge outside
a room in Thurston. They
identified the room and
noticed it had an odor of
marijuana. Officers notified
the community director,
who performed an administrative search. The search
yielded 1.3 grams of marijuana.
Referred to Student Judicial Services
Harassment
4/25/09 – 4:10 a.m. –
Ivory Tower – open case
A female student was in a
dispute with a cab driver
about the fare. When she got

out of the cab, the driver followed her into the building
and demanded more money.
She gave him three extra dollars to resolve the situation.
Liquor Law Violation
4/22/09 – 1:00 a.m. – City
Hall – case closed
UPD officers responded
to City Hall for a report of
an intoxicated individual.
When they arrived on the
scene, they found an intoxicated female student.
EMeRG transported her to
the GW Hospital.
Referred to SJS
4/23/09 – 1:56 a.m. –
Public property on campus – case closed
UPD officers observed a
male student having difficulty walking in front of
Thurston. Officers began
sobriety tests and it was
evident that the subject
needed further medical attention. EMeRG responded
and he was put in protective custody and transported to the GW Hospital.
Referred to SJS
Disorderly Conduct
4/24/09 – 2:56 a.m. –
Public property on campus – case closed
A male student was being disorderly and shouting profanities at University
Police Department officers
in front of Thurston Hall
while the officers were handling another investigation.
The subject was identified
and told to leave.
Referred to SJS

–Compiled by Lara Gori
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Top SA officials reflect on year in office
Aswani calls
term a "maturing
year" for SA
by Lauren French
Hatchet Staff Writer
Amid broad criticism from
students and his staff, outgoing
Student Association President
Vishal Aswani called his tenure
a “maturing year” for the entire
SA.
Aswani said he wants to
focus on what he learned from
disputed events he had backed,
like the Unity Ball and the inaugural float, rather than discredit
them.
“All the different Student
Association projects that have
occurred this year have definitely had benefits as well as areas
for improvement,” Aswani said.
“I’m still happy with every proj-

ect implemented by myself and
every member of the Student
Association.”
Colleagues began accusing
Aswani of paranoid and elusive
behavior within the first months
of his term. In December, Aswani’s executive cabinet told
him to “shape up” or expect resignations.
A few months later, Aswani’s
chief of staff, Greta Twombly,
publicly criticized his leadership
skills in a biting resignation letter, leading students to question
Aswani’s leadership abilities.
“A Chief of Staff cannot serve
effectively if their boss will not
even return their calls, respond
to e-mails and refuse to meet
with them,” Twombly wrote
in her letter of resignation. “By
pushing me out and isolating
himself amongst a close group
who refuse to question him,
even when it is necessary, [Aswani] has become something I
can no longer support.”
Despite the resignations Aswani maintains that he did the

best he could, trying to overcome the downfalls of working
with a diverse group of people.
“Anytime you deal with a
group of students who have
jobs, social lives, are training
for marathons, etc., being able
to manage them to successfully,
devote the necessary time to being advocates and leaders for
the students, takes a lot of time
and work,” Aswani wrote in an
e-mail. “I think, as a whole, the
SA has been able to get through
its own hurdles and continue
the missions from day one.”
Outgoing Executive Vice
President Kyle Boyer was more
candid with his regrets of his
term in office.
“I think when you are part
of an organization, everyone
shares some fault for the rise
and fall of the organization. I
certainly was not perfect,” said
Boyer, a junior. “There are a lot
of things I would do differently,
but at the same time, the president is ultimately responsible
for what happens in the admin-

istration.”
Boyer said he wished he
“spoke up sooner” and “had a
larger role,” during his time in
the SA.
“The SA should never be in
the party planning business. I
love parades, but that should not
be an SA project,” Boyer said,
referring to the inaugural float.
“Advocacy on a whole is free.”
SA President-elect Julie Bindelglass begins her first day in
office on Friday. Students who
worked for Aswani and are
moving on to positions in the
Bindelglass administration are
looking back at this last year as
a learning experience.
“We had successes last year,
but what I think you are going
to see with Julie is a return to a
practical approach,” said Dan
Curran, Bindelglass’ chief of
staff and Aswani’s vice president of undergraduate student
policy. “I don’t see Julie starting
any broad overreaching projects. I think she will work with
students and ask for input.” 
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POLLACK
from p. 1

Brown declined to comment on Pollack’s employment, citing confidentiality
issues.
Pollack, a current University of Maryland Ph.D. candidate, said that the students
have made a tremendous impact on the department. She
added that it was overwhelming to see the number of students involved.
“I love teaching, but I never knew the students loved
me teaching them,” she said.
“I’m so glad I reached them.”
The Facebook group has
grown to more than 120 members and Hochberg said that

many of the members called
and sent letters to the department asking them to keep Pollack.
“I’ve asked all the students
to send, in bulk, sentences, emails, messages, anything, to
show how important she is
to the members,” Hochberg
said.
Serving as a faculty residential adviser, Pollack lives
in JBKO residence hall and
prides herself on having an
“open door policy” for any
student.
“Students will come in to
talk, they bring me tea, and
sometimes we study in here
or watch TV,” Pollack said.
“I love being here for students.”
Her contract to serve as
a faculty residential advisor
was renewed for the upcoming year before news that she
might not be teaching was re-

vealed.
Many of the students in
the Facebook group remembered field trips with Pollack, midnight study sessions
or having her wave to them
in Starbucks semesters later.
Many said she seems to remember every student in all
of her classes.
“She was my survey of
western art teacher and she
was honestly one of the best,
most caring teachers I’ve had
since,” junior Barbie Grant
said. “I not only found her
class very interesting, but
loved how she made herself
constantly available to her
students.”
Pollack received her master ’s degree from GW, specializing in Roman and Grecian
art history, and is working
towards her doctorate in 17th
century Dutch and Finnish art
history. 

read it online...
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Kuwait aids ESIA programs
Donations fund
Middle East
studies
by Gabriella Schwarz
Hatchet Staff Writer
In the last four years, the Kuwaiti government has donated
close to $5 million to the Elliott
School of International Affairs
and the Institute for Middle East
Studies.
The Middle Eastern country
first donated $3.34 million in 2005
to endow the chair of Ambassador Edward “Skip” Gnehm,
a GW alumnus who served as
ambassador to Kuwait from 1991
until 1994. This was followed by
another gift in January 2009 of
$1.5 million.
Administrators say the gifts
have allowed the Elliott School
and the IMES to expand its Middle East offerings to students and
faculty.
“As a University, we have a
very strong academic reputation,
a growing commitment to the academic study of the Middle East
and a great upsurge in student
interest,” said Nathan Brown, director of the IMES. “This is by far
the best time to be a student inter-

RIBBON
from p. 1
the Yellow Ribbon Program.
“We hope this will be attractive
to service members who are interested in GW,” said Chernak, who
attended college under the original GI Bill. “I think the University
made the right decision in its patriotic approach to this program.
The commitment is estimated
to cost the University $2.5 million
over the next academic year, but
Chernak stressed that the number
is preliminary and could change
based on the program’s popularity.
On Tuesday, Knapp was joined
by former Sen. John Warner, R-Va.,
and Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs Tammy Duckworth, a
GW alumna who lost both her legs
while serving in Iraq. Warner told
the crowd he took a class at GW

ested in the Middle East at GW.”
Brown stressed that the donations were not given for political
reasons.
“The issues of our curriculum
did not come up and gifts did not
come with any understandings or
conditions,” he said.
Brown credited Gnehm with
helping to establish the relationship after he returned to GW in
2004. GW awarded the former
Emir of Kuwait, Jaber III alAhmad al-Jaber al-Sabah, with
an honorary degree in 2005 and
hosted Prime Minister Sabah alAhmad al-Jaber al-Sabah last fall.
With the most recent donation, Brown said he hopes to
create new classes that cover Iranian politics and the Turkish language, and bring visiting scholars
to campus.
Brown said the institute
hopes to build on their current
fundraising success to create a
permanent basis for the academic
study of the Middle East at GW
and “build relationships with
academic institutions in all the
countries of the region.”
“We’d love to offer even
more support for student travel,
library material and language instruction,” Brown said. “I’d love
to be able to make sure that all
students interested in the Middle
East have all the resources on
campus we can reasonably pro-

vide – and have as many opportunities as possible to go to the
region.”
Brown said the institute has
partnered with the classics and
semitic languages departments,
other regional institutes in the Elliott School and the Judaic studies
program at GW.
Graham Hough-Cornwell, a
first-year master’s student at the
Elliott School, said the donations
have allowed for more ambitious
programming.
“We’ve been able to have
more speakers to campus and
more events have been put on,”
Hough-Cornwell said. “At other
schools, programs are having to
cut or stay the same in Middle
East studies, but this gift has allowed students to be more ambitious in their projects and their
language studies.”
Additionally, Gelman Library has recently established the
Middle East and North Africa Resource Center with help from the
IMES faculty.
Cathy Zeljak, director of
global resources for the Gelman
Library system, said the library
has purchased critical primary
documents and has partnered
with IMES to fund a $100,000
endowment to ensure “ongoing
support for [Middle East north
Africa] collections and services,”
in coordination with IMES. 

under the benefits of the GI Bill after serving in the Korean War.
“I am here for a simple purpose, to say thank you,” Warner
said.
Warner singled out several
senators for their work on the GI
Bill, including the author of the legislation Jim Webb, D-Va., and GW
alumnus and decorated World
War II veteran, Daniel Inouye, DHawaii.
Duckworth, who received a
master’s degree in international affairs in 1991, recalled how she was
first inspired to join the military.
“When I was a student at GW,
a lot of my friends were veterans
and I was amazed by their love
for this nation,” she said. “These
friends urged me to take an ROTC
class and this class inspired me to
want to serve our country.”
Graduate student veterans
will not receive fully covered
tuition, and instead will receive
$3,800 toward tuition under the
Yellow Ribbon Program. The Uni-

versity estimates that when the
base assistance of the GI Bill is
taken into account, veterans enrolled in graduate programs will
get an average tuition discount of
55 percent.
Junior Brian Hawthorne, a
founding member of GW Veterans,
said he was pleased by the news.
“Today’s announcement ensures that veterans will be able
to get a quality education here at
GW,” he said.
A number of universities, including Columbia, Amherst and
smaller colleges like Briar Cliff
University and Knox College,
have also announced that they
will participate in the program.
The deadline for participation is
May 15.
Although universities can decide how much tuition aid to offer,
every school that has announced
thus far has offered to pay half tuition, effectively covering the entire
cost when the donation from the
VA is taken into account. 

Amanda Pacitti | Arts Editor | apacitti@gwhatchet.com

QuickTakes
Dave Matthews
Band
“Funny the Way It Is”
(RCA)

At last! Another classic
case for confusion of
terms, typified in 1996
with Alanis Morissette’s
release of “Ironic.” The track, which recounted
a series of situational coincidences, misused the
term “irony,” leading those with vestment in linguistics to express their distaste. With “Funny the
Way It Is,” Dave follows in Morissette’s ill-conceived example, recounting a series of situations
meant to resonate as funny. “Funny the way it
is/ And if you think about it/ Somebody’s going hungry/ And someone else is eating out,” he
sings, leaving us, the listeners, to (of course!) rally
around the sheer populist force of his vaguecause music. The point: Everything about this
recent track is “funny,” though not in the exhaustively political way Matthews intended it.
–Amanda Pacitti

Eminem
3 AM
(RELAPSE)

Though the track
quickly takes an “American-Psycho”-esque
turn lyrically, it’s still got
me dancing. A contradiction? When it comes to
“Em,” it never is.
-Ani Mamourian

Doves
Kingdom of Rust
(HEAVENLY)

Doves tend to get
grouped in with the
10 million other bigsounding arena rock
bands with a Morrissey complex. With good reason – up until
now, their driving, anthemic indie rock hasn’t
really sounded out of place among groups
like Franz Ferdinand and the Libertines. Actually, wait – it still doesn’t. The band attempts
to add some new textures here, but it all just
blends into the slop. They get an A for effort.
And a B for boring.
–Alexander Abnos

FiveTen
TenTwenty
A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

If you have
Strippers,
nudity,
high art! Catch Forbidden Planet Productions’ rendition
of “The Full Monty,”
held in the Lisner Downstage Thursday,
April 30 through Saturday, May 2. Tickets are $5.

$5

If you have
For
off-campus
near-nudity:
Hit
the Palace of
Wonders for the
Skullduggery and
Skin Sideshow, held Saturday, May 2 at
10 p.m. Tickets are $10.

$10

If you have
Tim Kasher
– and his
beard – take
the stage of
the
Black
Cat as Cursive performs Sunday, May 3
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $17.

$20

HatchetArts
Nudity, controversy & theater kids
by Matt Rist
Hatchet Reporter
Art is imitating life in the Company’s
production of “Quills” this weekend. After
six months of arguments with the University
over the play’s inclusion of nudity, the newest
student theater organization on campus will
produce the controversial 18th century play
under the direction of senior Paul Rozenberg
and sophomore Alex Eisner.
“If any line from the play summed up our
experience, I’d say it was when the Marquis
says, ‘In conditions of adversity, the artist
thrives,’ ” said Eisner.
The group, whose mission is “to produce
edgy and experimental theater,” had originally planned to produce the controversial
story of French aristocrat Marquis de Sade
in February. University officials decided to
halt the production after finding out that it
contained full-frontal nudity and focused on
themes like sex, pornography and censorship.
“When the University first revoked our
privileges, we thought that the entire point
of the show was defeated in one fell swoop,”
said sophomore Mark Amoroso, who plays
the Abbe de Coulmier.
After a series of meetings with the Student
Activities Center in which Rozenberg fought
to secure the right to produce the play, Quills
was given the green light to open later in the
year.
The award-winning story depicts the last
days of Marquis de Sade, a fictional French
aristocrat and pornographic novelist. In one
scene, the character appears naked after asylum wards strip off his clothes in an effort to
censor his controversial writings.
Michael Weiss, the actor who will bear it
all as de Sade in the production, says he is passionate about the message behind the scenes
that contain nudity.
“It’s written in the script for a specific reason; it’s very tasteful and it adds a layer that
needs to be there,” said Weiss.
Eisner related his experience to the plot of
the play itself, in which de Sade is censored by
the government for the content of his writing.
“Although we’re not saying it openly, we
did face issues of censorship with the Univer-

Chris Gregory/Hatchet photographer

Sophomore Mark Amoroso and senior Michael Weiss will perform amid controversy this
weekend in the Company’s production of “Quills.”
sity and we overcame that as a cast,” Eisner
said.
Weiss, who is also the president of the organization, said that the controversy surrounding the production is befitting for a group that
strives to do something different and challenging in the student theater community.
“The reason we created the Company was
to create a new venue for theater, to go beyond
shows that have been recycled and redone, to
do shows that have either a political agenda
or challenge the audience in a new way,” said
Weiss.

This Ted Stevens is not from Alaska
by Amanda Pacitti
Arts Editor
Ted Stevens is a former United States senator who dealt with a slew of indictment charges in 2008. He is over 80 years old. He is from
Alaska.
Hatchet Arts spoke with another Ted Stevens.
This Ted Stevens is from Omaha. He plays
the guitar. He takes a conflicting stance on Dan
Brown novels.
Stevens serves as the guitarist and vocalist
of Cursive, an Omaha-based rock outfit fronted by Tim Kasher, a musician simultaneously
lauded and criticized for his self-reflexive (and
overindulgent) emoting.
Following the March release of “Mama, I’m
Swollen,” Kasher, Stevens and Cursive will take
the stage of the Black Cat on Sunday, May 3.
They may or may not bring along copies of
“The Da Vinci Code.”
Listeners generally have strong opinions
about Tim Kasher and his sense of lyrics, music, his beard. Does this present any challenge
at all working as a band? Do you get confined
to any certain styles of music?
Are you talking about the “E” word?
Say it.
Emo. It’s difficult, you know. When I woke
up ten years ago that’s not how I saw myself or
the band I was joining, and it’s not how I see
myself today or us.
Talk about the recent album “Mama, I’m
Swollen.” Qualify the title and talk about the
sound and how it’s different than previous
Cursive albums.
It’s hard for me to describe the title because it’s Tim [Kasher’s] brainchild, but I think
it means something pretty similar to all of us.
The idea with the title was you kind of have
an umbrella phrase to tie together some of the
imagery on the record. I think the title’s meant
to be taken many ways … pregnancy, fertility
and a bruise – maybe a battered, swollen body,
you know? An ego, a swollen ego.
This [album] comes off as pretty stark. I
think that was pretty intentional … It’s stripped
down, less instrumentation. We wanted it to
come off maybe a little bit more like a live band
in a studio.
Did you work on the album in Omaha?
We split our time between L.A. Tim moved up
to Santa Monica and the drummer lives in L.A.
Do you like L.A.?
I like the weather. I love the food. I love
some elements of the town, but the city proper I
think I’ve decided I don’t like. It’s tough. I come
from Omaha and the worst traffic – there’s like
20 minutes each day where you try to avoid going down one street with the traffic. It’s a quality of life issue.
What are you listening to these days?
I’m going through a big Queen phase right

photo courtesy Wendy Lynch Redfern

Cursive will perform at the Black Cat next week. They may or may not be reading Dan
Brown novels until then.
now as far as classic rock. I’ve been listening to
a record called “Jazz” a lot. I like it.
There’s another band called The Better Beatles that are from Omaha. I just heard of them
right before I left on this tour. It’s kind of a No
Wave, early ‘80s artsy project where they get a
bunch of Beatles music with just a synthesizer
and a bass and a little bit of that New York – like
I said, No Wave – that Laurie Anderson kind of
spoken word. It’s pretty hilarious; I’ve been trying to turn people onto BetterBeatles.com. It’s really interesting for a band that existed for probably one afternoon [laughing] and they made
one record; it’s pretty incredible … what they’re
doing with that record. It just got reissued.
Have you read anything interesting lately?
Do you read on tour?
Yeah, we sure try. We’re sort of getting in the
rough routine … You try to drive your share and
sleep your share and catch up … I have to read a
bestseller when I can’t get my brain working.
What, like “The Da Vinci Code”?
Pat is our resident trumpet player and he’s
a big Dan Brown fan and this band has kind
of been through a phase where a lot of the
members and crew read Dan Brown in the van.
I’m kind of working my way through the Dan
Brown catalogue [laughing].
Do you really enjoy Dan Brown?
I can’t say that I do. It’s a little bit of a tongue
in cheek thing maybe … I’ve spent a lot of my
life reading older books and literature and I’m

Steven Hilmy
Steve Hilmy’s electronic and computer music
class will showcase their work Thursday, April
30 in Betts Theater, located on the ground
floor of the Marvin Center. Hilmy turned
Hatchet Arts onto a few good tracks.
Like #5.

Rozenberg is anxious to see the reaction
audiences have to the themes presented in
“Quills” when it opens Friday in the Mitchell
Hall Theater.
“I want people to be open,” said Rozenberg. “The whole reasoning for this show was
to show GW that it’s okay to read things like
de Sade, that pornography isn’t all bad and
(that) censorship hinders total artistic creativity.”
The Company will perform “Quills” Friday,
May 1 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, May 2 at 7 and 10
p.m. in the Mitchell Hall Theater.

1. Symphony No. 3 – Lutoslawski
2. Exit Music (For a Film) – Radiohead
3. Sphera – William Albright
4. Never Going Back Again – Fleetwood Mac
5. Everything – Steve Hilmy
6. Moanin’ – Charles Mingus
7.Tout Un Monde Lointain – Henri Dutilleux
8. Flower – Liz Phair

going through a phase now where it doesn’t really interest me. I just want to move through a
book really fast. And I like the way Dan Brown
does it I guess.
Does Tim Kasher like Dan Brown?
Tim does not read Dan Brown. He’s too
good for Dan Brown. And he’s too good for
Harry Potter too.
Do you have any artistic regrets? Do you
ever experience releasing something and
wishing you could change it after the fact?
Yeah. I guess you hope that as you get older
you get better at your job. In music your ears
are your number one asset. As your ears get
better and you get more aware of what’s going on, you hear old vocals, old guitars and old
bands and you regret things ... I look at albums
sometimes as tattoos – you put a lot of sweat
and blood and effort into them, and you’re
stuck with them.
You’ve obviously been to D.C. before.
What’s your experience of the city?
I share a name with a famous former senator from Alaska. I guess that was kind of exciting … I have a lot of fun sharing a name with
that old fart. He’s pretty out of touch.
Maybe he likes Dan Brown too.
I’m going to go on record saying that I think
everyone enjoys Dan Brown. Maybe some people are just too snooty to admit it.
Cursive will play the Black Cat Sunday, May 3
at 8 p.m. Door tickets are $17.

DistrictMixtape

9. Chuck E.’s in Love – Ricky Lee Jones
10. River Run – Barry Truax
11. Make Someone Happy – Jimmy Durante
12.Wozzeck – Alban Berg
13. I Want You – Elvis Costello
14. Serpent Snapping Eye – Roger Reynolds
15. Up! – Justice Olsson
16. Kid A – Radiohead
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Hospital hopes to add two new operating rooms
GW Hospital officials hope to spend $10
million on two new operating rooms to accommodate a growing demand for surgeries,
but must first wait for approval from the D.C.
government, a hospital spokeswoman said this
week.
The hospital must apply to D.C.’s State
Health Planning and Development Agency for
a “certificate of need” before they can begin
constructing the new operating rooms, Heather
Oldham, the hospital's spokeswoman, wrote in
an e-mail.
“GW Hospital has experienced a growth in
surgical procedures and needs additional space
to accommodate patients and the needs of sur-

TREANOR
from p.1
released, but his office declined to
comment any further.
“We were all saddened by this
reminder of the untimely death of
this promising young student and
beloved member of our GW Community,” Knapp wrote.
Schario said the University
Police Department closed its initial investigation of the incident on
Jan. 23, the day of Treanor’s death,
and that “UPD is no longer investigating.” Schario added officials
“have an understanding of what
happened” and noted that Treanor was off campus with friends
the night before she died.
“We may never know the circumstances around the tragic nature of Laura’s death, it’s incredibly unfortunate,” Schario said.
The D.C. Medical Examiner’s
office took more than 90 days to
determine a cause and manner
of death, longer than most investigations. The family had told the
office about several of Treanor’s
prior medical conditions, such as
Lyme Disease, Hand, Foot and
Mouth disease, and a cardiological problem – all of which may
have extended the investigation.
John Adams, an expert in
medical examinations and the
former chair of the Pathology Department at the Greater Baltimore
Medical Center, said that bacterial and viral tests often result in
prolonged death investigations
because they are specific for each
category of virus and bacteria. Adams, who is not affiliated with the
Treanor case, said that determining the cause of death can often
be like “looking for a needle in a
haystack.”
Treanor was The Hatchet’s
contributing Life editor and a
member of the Phi Sigma Sigma
sorority. She was also active in the
Newman Catholic Center on cam-

geons on our medical staff,” Oldham said.
The hospital anticipates it will take 12 to 18
months to complete the project, which would
create two more operating rooms adjacent to the
existing operating suites.
Construction would be limited to the interior
of the hospital, Oldham said, and officials anticipate minimal disruption to operations.
“We hope to be able to better accommodate
the overall annual increase in surgical procedures, the demand for trauma surgery and space
needed for ‘add-on’ surgeries,” Oldham said.
Oldham said the hospital hopes to submit
the application by May.
–Amy D’Onofrio

HOW TO TELL IF SOMEONE IS SUFFERING FROM ALCOHOL
POISONING

•
•
•

The person is unconscious or semi-conscious and cannot be awakened
Cold, clammy, pale or bluish skin
Vomiting while passed out or not waking up after vomiting

WHAT TO DO IF YOU THINK SOMEONE IS SUFFERING FROM
ALCOHOL POISONING

•

•
•

Check to see if breathing is slow, less than eight times
per minute, or irregular, with ten seconds or more between breaths.
Do not leave the person alone. Turn them on their side
to prevent choking in case of vomiting
Call someone who can help - a staff member, ambulance, police officer.

Source: Center for Alcohol and Drug Education

pus, where she served as a lector
in 2008.
Her friends described her
as generous, loving and goodhumored. Junior Hope Ditto, a
close friend and sorority sister of
Treanor’s, said those who knew
her best found the cause of death
surprising.
“I think, like many people,
I was shocked and a little taken
aback by yesterday’s news,” said
Ditto, who spoke at Treanor’s memorial service in January. “It is certainly bittersweet for me and I just
hope that this does not color the
way people remember Laura.”
Ditto said she was thankful
for “all that Laura has taught me
– in life and in death.”
“I know it has been said many
times since her passing, but Laura
was a spirited and passionate person who brought a contagious
energy and joy for life to any and
all situations,” Ditto said. “Laura’s life was filled with love – she

loved her family, her friends, her
writing, her faith and her country.
She loved the Rat Pack, blue nail
polish and Irish culture.”
Junior Jordan Blase, another
friend and sorority sister of Treanor’s, said that finding out the
cause of death had not made losing Treanor any easier.
“The results haven’t given me
much closure, just a few answers,”
Blase said. “Laura was such a
beautiful, caring person. These results shouldn’t define our memory
of her, but instead remind us how
fragile and short life can be.”
Treanor was the first student to
die on campus in about four years.
About 35 college-aged people die
from alcohol poisoning each year,
according to the most recent information available from the Associated Press.
Ditto said, “I can only hope
that, moving forward, others will
take what Laura’s passing has reminded us to heart.” 
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Natalie Kates: My secret relationship
by Natalie Kates
Production Manager
My parents thought I was
hiding a relationship.
Beginning October of my
freshman year, I was always
“busy at The Hatchet,” but there
was no evidence in the bylines.
No media credit with my name
on it. No “Natalie Kates, Hatchet
Reporter” at the top of the front
page. I would call them at 2:30 in
the morning walking home from
“the office.”
“But why,” they asked,
“would a girl who used to go to
bed by 10, be up that late?”
For most of my freshman
year, I wasn’t associated with
The Hatchet to anyone outside its
walls. But I didn’t care. To the insiders of 2140 G St., I was already
an integral part of the family.
The very first time I met Sarah
Brown, The Hatchet’s production
manager my freshman year, in a
tiny room in the Marvin Center,
she asked me what I was interested in: production or editorial.
At first I didn’t understand
her question. As editor in chief of
my high school newspaper, like
most of The Hatchet’s production department, I had always
been responsible for content and
design.
A split-second later it dawned
on me, and I said what a special
few have since said to me: You
mean I can do design without
having to write? For those who
have uttered this question (inNick Gingold/senior staff photographer stead of its much more promiNatalie Kates, The Hatchet's production manager, hears London nent opposite) the production department is a small haven in the
calling.

journalistic beast.
That’s not to say, however,
that The Hatchet isn’t a beast of
its own.
I still don’t really know how
I survived my first semester.
If learning 20 new names isn’t
hard enough, try learning how
to tell apart 20 people, each of
whom is sometimes called by
their first name, sometimes their
last, sometimes their job title and
sometimes a nickname – depending on which of the staff members
they’re talking to.
Then, imagine trying to do
that while everyone is running
around the office, yelling and
throwing things across the building, fact checking, saving down
photos and rewriting bad ledes.
But eventually, I figured out
that “Dempster” was also “Will”
who was also “Ops” and I began
to feel like more of a contributor
to the commotion than an observer.
I knew my inclusion into
the family was complete when,
sitting at a computer one night,
my bra was unhooked through
two layers of clothing in the
time it took Jonny to snap his
fingers – he didn’t even lose a
step.
Or the time that Kyle and I
chased Tim around the production room to get a page PDF'ed.
Let’s just say that Tim’s butt was
unhappy, but my knee was victorious and I sent that page to the
printer.
Pranks are an important part
of The Hatchet. It’s the sibling
rivalry that really makes us a
family – the yelling and scream-

ing that goes into putting out a
product that is a bit better than
it would have been if we had all
just kept our mouths shut. It’s
how standards are raised.
I’m hoping that in their eagerness to take the reins and ignore/
fill out all of Tim’s paperwork,
the incoming staff doesn’t forget the history they are building
upon. The people who put in the
40-plus hours a week to do your
job before you did.
We might be the only organization willing to fight on behalf
of the University’s voiceless – for
instance, a downtrodden hippo
– but it is solely up to each staff
member to make sure The Hatchet is around for its 200-year anniversary, not to mention the 20th
reunion of a group of 16 very
close friends.
To all those close friends: Claire,
Joanna, Kyle and Nick – you’re at
the heart of most of my Hatchet
memories, and I can’t believe
that trip to Ocean City was three
years ago. Roper – walking home
at 2:30 in the morning with the
guy you’ve just spent 12 or more
hours in a townhouse with (frequently arguing) isn’t every staff
member’s idea of fun, but it’s
usually my favorite part of the
night. Alexa, Ramonas, Andrea,
Diana, and Abnos – I wouldn’t
have been able to survive this last
semester without you.
To those who came before me:
The Hatchet was never the same
once you left and I still find myself wishing you would all magically appear back in the townhouse one last time.
To the others we are leaving be-

hind: Just don’t screw up. And
in particular Erica, Rachel and
Brad – I have a feeling I’m going
to miss you next year more than
you’ll miss me. Nacin – I can't
wait to be in the same time zone
as you again. Timmy – try not
to take over and reorganize the
world until it's ready. More importantly, remember you can’t do
it all by yourself.
And to a special few who managed to stay unconnected from The
Hatchet despite, and probably because
of, my immersion: Nisha – your
enthusiasm for our April Fools
issues always made the production nights beforehand worth it.
Katica – we really should make
a movie and then write a book.
We can even compromise and
set it in France. Vanessa – words
can’t describe how much you
mean to me. You’re the sister I
always wanted but never had.
If you think I’m kidding when I
try to get you to move with me to
England, I’m not – I really don’t
know how I’m going to live without you. P.S. I’ve never had more
trouble writing anything than
these two lines.
No one warned me that my
parents would eventually be
right. That I would fall in love
with this paper and that leaving
it – now for a second time after
my year abroad – would be one
of the hardest things I have had
to do.
And as someone who has
only written one other article for
The Hatchet, no one ever mentioned that 30 inches really isn’t
that much room at all.
–30–

Diana Kugel: There is no “I” in Hatchet
by Diana Kugel
Opinions Editor
At The Hatchet, we say “we”
a lot. There, I just did it. “Are we
covering that event?” “Do we put
out an issue before Commencement?” “Did we mess up?”
For an organization full of
people who love to see their own
names in print, it’s funny how
easy it is to happily accept the anonymity that comes with being part
of “we.” But once you can comfortably ask “Are we having a staff
meeting on Sunday?” you know
that you are a part of something
bigger and greater than the one
story you’ve slaved over or the
one page you lay out each week.
The danger of writing this
piece after 12 graduating Hatcheteers already had their say is that
they’ve made most of the good
points, but one thing is worth reiterating: Hatchet kids (as Amanda
would call us) are dedicated.
If you pull your fire alarm
right now, a reporter, an editor,
a photographer and probably
Freckles the puppy would likely
come running. If an editor has to
choose between homework and
Hatchet, homework rarely wins
(case in point: I have an exam tomorrow). If the first nice day of
spring happens to fall on a Sunday
or Wednesday, the Hatchet staff
may grumble, but you will still
find us in our townhouse, putting
together the paper.
Because like it or not, the paper does need to come out the

next day, and as a staff, we have
to be able to stand behind every
word, picture and layout design.
Even when it seems like there is
no news or nothing for the editorial board to write on or no artistic
photos, our job is to fill those pages
with quality content, week in and
week out.
Not only is it our job, but it’s
also a matter of pride. If you are
going to pour your time, energy,
heart and soul into something, you
may as well make it good. One of
the first things I learned at The
Hatchet was how much power the
written word actually has, when
former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg e-mailed
me about my very first column,
asking me to defend it.
That has served as a pretty
good litmus test for everything
else I’ve written for this paper: If
you can’t defend it to the school
president, don’t print it. That may
mean frantically coming up with
something else to put on a page
during production night, but that’s
preferable to not being 100 percent
sure you mean what you wrote.
While I have yet to experience
a single production night when absolutely nothing has gone wrong, I
also don’t remember a Sunday or
Wednesday night when we didn’t
have some fun. Somewhere between the coffee runs and the staff
meetings, you turn from a random
group of people that wandered
into 2140 G St. for one reason or
another, into friends.
Non-Hatchet friends end up

asking why you feel
tently fitting three pages
the need to celebrate
worth of content onto
Thanksgiving
and
the Ops page and still
Christmas together, not
making it look good.
to mention spending
Brittany and Alberg
birthdays and countless
– Thanks for sitting on
Froggy Bottom dinners
ed board. I know enwith these people. The
dorsement hearings got
answer is actually preta bit long this year, but
ty simple: You want to.
you two always have
Walking into the Hatchrefreshingly
different
et townhouse, you are
points of view.
showing up to do your
All the opinions
job, but you also get to
writers and cartoonists
spend hours on end
– All of you have put
with some of the best
in hard work this year,
people you’ve ever met.
and the opinions section
People go abroad
has been able to grow
and staffs turn over, but
because of that. Without
somehow, we always
you, we really wouldn’t
end up with a pretty
have a reason to do what
amazing group. For inwe do.
stance:
My family and nonGabe – I don’t
Hatchet friends – Thanks
know if you realize
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer for understanding evhow much you taught Diana Kugel, The Hatchet's opinions editor, still doesn't know how one hippo could ery time I said, “Sorry,
me, but thank you for cause so much controversy.
I can’t talk right down,
making me understand
I’m at the paper.”
why “We pay $50,000 to
I put off writing this
go to this school” is not a valid ar- each column than any writer I’ve The Hatchet for a semester when column until the very last issue
ever worked with. I feel complete- you were abroad, I still find it hard (and minute) possible, but I am
gument for every column.
Lizzie – You were great to ly confident leaving our section to imagine this paper running actually still turning it in ridicuwork with, and I definitely learned in both of your hands, and I look without you.
lously early. I was supposed to
forward to seeing big things from
Roper – I know that your job is have another year to work on it,
from you.
more stressful than everyone else’s but apparently when you graduClaire – I had a great time Ops next year.
Alexa – I hope you know how put together, but you also handle it ate early, it is still due that year. So
working with you in the fall, and
I’m so glad you decided to stick appreciated and valued you are. better than most people could.
unlike the other departing seniors
Something was noticeably missing
Tim – Please stop sending me I’m sharing this page with, I don’t
around this semester.
Justin – I never told you this, those few issues when you were in e-mails about pirates … but also, get to say that I’ve been at The
but from the time I edited your Paraguay. You are an incredible please don’t ever stop sending me Hatchet “all four years” – but I can
first column, I had a feeling you’d person, and that school is so lucky e-mails.
say I’ve never been more proud to
to have you next year.
Erica – I don’t know how you say the word “we” in my life.
end up taking my place someday.
Natalie – Even though I was at do it, but thank you for consisLyndsey – You work harder at
–30–

Joanna Shapes: Life no longer on the road
by Joanna Shapes
Special Projects Editor
I came to GW for The Hatchet.
There were other reasons too,
like the fact that the school was
just about the perfect distance from
my home in southern Connecticut,
that it was in the heart of a city, and
that it had the kind of journalism
program I was looking for.
But perhaps the biggest drawing point of the entire school was
The Hatchet.
I had heard about it from an
older friend who had gone to my
high school and had joined The
Hatchet when he arrived at GW.
“It is one of the best college
papers in the country,” he told me.
“You want to come here and you
want to write for The Hatchet.”
I was convinced.
So off I went to live in Thurston
Hall and take journalism classes
and make new friends and, most
of all, write for The Hatchet.
Looking back almost four
years later, this was both the smartest and dumbest decision I ever
made.
It’s not that I regret coming
to GW. I love Washington, I met a
lot of really great people and I feel
like I got a pretty good education.
But choosing which college to go
to based on an extracurricular
activity was a pretty big leap of
faith. I could have written one story, hated it, and that would have
been it.
That didn’t end up being the
case. I loved writing for The Hatchet’s sports section when I was a
freshman. I felt like I was involved
in something that had bigger meaning, I was learning what it meant to
be responsible for your work and I
learned to grow up fast.
My second weekend of col-

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

Joanna Shapes accumulated way too many press passes. She looks
forward to not being identified by a piece of laminated paper hanging
around her neck.
lege, I was sent to George Mason to
cover a soccer game. I was told to
take public transportation, which
meant the Metro and then a shuttle
to the campus. What I wasn’t told
was that the return shuttle stopped
running at 8 p.m., which was before the soccer game ended. So to
get back to D.C. I had to just find
my way. This led to grabbing a
ride with a Dominos pizza delivery guy to a 7-Eleven so I could
get out enough cash at an ATM
for a cab. Then I waited for the cab
for 45 minutes on the steps of the
7-Eleven while hysterically crying
because I had no idea where the
hell I was.
That was the first of many,
many trips I would take on The

Hatchet’s behalf.
I would take six – yes, six –
forms of transportation to get to
Palo Alto, Calif., for the women’s
NCAA tournament. I would endure below-zero temperatures in
Olean, N.Y., when I covered both
basketball teams at St. Bonaventure. I would deal with a whiny
photographer who was always upset about something. And I would
meet one of the nicest coaches as
well as one of the sourest coaches
to ever roam the sidelines. These
things don’t even begin to scratch
the surface.
But each one of these experiences taught me something new.
I grew a thicker skin and realized
that it might suck at some points,

but somehow life always seems to
go on, regardless of how cliché that
sounds.
So I toiled away, on the road
with the basketball teams in the
winter, and at 2140 G St. the rest of
the year. It was my life, and for the
most part, I loved it. I made a lot
of really good friends in that townhouse and learned so much more
there than I did in the classroom.
But it’s not like I didn’t get to
experience other things in college
because of all the time and energy I
put into The Hatchet.
There was the time I jumped
out a second-floor window of a Dakota dorm room because UPD had
shown up to a party I was at and
a couple crazy friends who didn’t
want to get caught convinced me
to make the leap with them. I still
have the scars.
There was the time I spent all
night in the little park across from
Thurston with a roommate because we didn’t want to leave our
incoherent friend there alone when
he was too drunk to make it back
into the dorm. We finally got inside
after sunrise.
There was the time I found
out my bed was infested with
bed bugs (oh wait, that was two
months ago).
There was the time I vomited
in the kitchen garbage of a fraternity house while a bunch of brothers watched.
There were the two frat formals I went to freshman year and
the Inaugural Ball senior year.
There was the time I left my
passport in my JBKO desk drawer
when it was supposed to be with
me in northern New Jersey for a
flight to the Bahamas. The story
of what it took to retrieve that
passport might take up 30 inches
alone.

And there were the people
who made the journey truly special. Just a handful of them:
Jake, thank you for convincing
me to come to GW. You may never
be my boss again, but that doesn’t
mean I won’t always listen to your
advice. I just might not always take
it.
Andrew, thank you for putting up with me freshman year
and letting me crash one of your
last weeks in Dublin. You’ve been
a great friend. I’ll really miss your
punny sense of humor.
Ben, thank you for helping me
realize just how far my patience
can be tried. I knew after our trip to
get-‘er-done Norfolk we’d be good
friends, but I think I underestimated just how good of friends. Keep
clicking away and remember me
one day when you’re famous.
Kyle, thank you for sticking it
out with me this year and for being the wackiest friend I’ve ever
had (in a good way). KC and Jojo
forever.
Every roommate I’ve ever had,
thank you for putting up with my
need to always have ESPN on.
Danielle, I’ve forgotten what
it’s like to not live with you. Marisa,
we’re going to have to glare at each
other over the Internet next year.
Andrea, you are the queen of Jeopardy! For that you have my undying respect. I’m going to miss having the three of you as roommates
like you don’t even know.
Nat, wanna hear a joke? The
WNBA. In all seriousness, I think
you’re a great writer and editor
and an even better friend. Keep
that list alive on your BlackBerry.
Alexa, you may be on another
continent soon but that doesn’t
mean we’re going to stop being
friends. Your self-appointed posi-

tion as get-together planner this
spring really helped me enjoy my
final few months at GW.
Byers, you’re one of only a
handful who truly understands
why Joe McKeown’s departure
made me cry. Best of luck next year
even though you don’t really need
it.
Roper, keep your goofy ways
and your love of hard news. I
know I gave you a lot of grief this
year and for that I’m sorry. You really did the paper proud.
Dan, I know the sports section
is in good hands for at least one
more year. You were truly an editor’s dream last year. Keep working
at it, because you’ve only scratched
the surface of your talent.
Nacin and Timmy, you were
my go-to guys for anything. I’m
not sure I would have survived
my summers in D.C. without you
two. Now meet me for lunch in 10
minutes and get your stuff out of
my room.
Allie, Stef, Ariel and all my
non-Hatchet friends, thank you for
giving me a chance to escape The
Hatchet when I needed it. I know I
neglected all of you at one time or
another because of the paper, but
you never failed to understand.
I couldn’t pick a better group of
friends.
And to my parents, thank you,
thank you, thank you, for everything. You allowed me to live my
life without being overbearing,
but I always knew you were just
a phone call away. I wouldn’t be
where I am today without you.
College has been pretty good to
me. For all the bitching and moaning I do about how I can’t wait to
get out of here, there’s a very good
chance that once I’m actually gone,
I may just miss it.
-30-
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Eric Roper, The Hatchet's editor in chief, sits with his favorite banker's lamp. (meow)

Eric Roper: The
thank yous I never said
by Eric Roper
Editor in Chief
So I guess this is how it
ends.
Thirty column inches and
my four-year adventure in college journalism is over. And
as I sit down to write this, I’m
fairly sure this piece will fail
to grasp what The Hatchet has
come to mean to me.
Before I get too nostalgic,
I desperately need to tell this
newspaper ’s staff something I
regret not telling them every
day: Thank you. Thank you
for being the most dedicated,
inspiring group of people I
have ever met. Thank you for
sacrificing your college careers
to produce this amazing paper.
But thank you especially for
putting up with me for so long,
through good times and bad.
I wish I could go back
in time and tell you that every step of the way, because I
know I didn’t. And sadly, now
that I’m leaving, I can’t imagine life without you all. You
helped me so much more than
I helped you.
If these farewell columns
show anything, it’s that everyone’s Hatchet story begins
differently. Mine began freshman year, when I was a naive
18-year-old who had just spent
too many hours working for
his high school radio station.
I vividly recall writing those
first stories hunched over my
desk in Thurston Hall on Friday nights, dodging my roommates as they spilled liquor on
my keyboard and my editor
as he called me about missing
deadlines.
And gradually, what started as a hobby became my entire life. Over time I devoted
almost every waking moment
to this paper, both physically
and mentally – not to mention
countless sleepless hours. In
return, The Hatchet gave me
immense, sometimes overwhelming responsibility. It
threw me out of my comfort
zone day after day, and taught
me to be persistent and tough
when the situation required.
Few institutions on this campus are as vital and none as
categorically real.
On top of all the journalism,
I’m thankful I finally got to be
a part of a tight-knit group at
GW, especially after trying so
hard to transfer my freshman
year. I never thought I’d take
so much pleasure in half-price
pizza with friends, driving to
a rundown motel on the Maryland shore or even attending
two bizarre Hatchet proms.
The Hatchet introduced me to
the people I never thought I
would find at this school.
And it was those people I
met along the way, the people
who became my friends and
mentors, who made the experience unforgettable. In all
honesty, it is because of them
that I now leave this school so
reluctantly.
Alexa – Time and again
you exuded grace and enthu-

siasm when no one else could
and kept me grounded when
I needed it most. I know I
never show it, but I’m going
to miss you a lot when you’re
gone next year. I appreciate
your friendship more than you
know.
Byers – Alexa and I decided to promote you to metro
news editor after racking our
brains for hours over beers at
Tonic – which says a lot of positive things about beer. You’ve
shown me in recent weeks that
you are going to be a fantastic
editor in chief. Remember to
tell your staff how much you
appreciate them. It will make
your life a lot easier and the
paper a lot better.
Jake – You showed me how
to be tough, a lesson I won’t
soon forget. You also showed
me that The Hatchet is nothing less than a professional
operation and made me strive
to keep it at that level. Your example and help has made me
want to be a career journalist.
P.S. You’re going to make some
girl mildly happy one day.
Ceasar – You taught me
how to write and helped me
produce what I consider to be
my best work. Don’t get corrupted by politics, stick to coordinating motorcades.
Jess – I’m really glad we’ve
kept in touch, though please
stop sending me e-mails about
the death of newspapers (I’m
trying not to think about it).
Kojo – You were simultaneously both an editor and a
friend, a rare quality which I’ll
always remember.
Natalie – I once joked that
a large part of your job is convincing me that everything’s
OK, regardless of whatever
demonstration of Murphy’s
Law is occurring downstairs.
I know you do so much more,
but you were always a rock
when I needed it – and the polished final product continues
to amaze me.
Erica – Don’t make everyone wear Snuggies next year,
we’re cultish enough as it is.
That being said, I know you’re
going to do a great job.
Amanda – I never would
have guessed that hiring you
would be one of the best decisions I ever made as editor
in chief. You transformed the
arts section this year, and your
jokes brightened the darkest of
days. One might call this entire
article rather post-ironic. No?
Diana – I’m not sure there’s
much difference between defending freshman columnists
in my office and criminals in a
courtroom, so you’ll be a great
lawyer. Just remember the
whole nose-down-and-to-theside trick.
Nat – You were a reliable
friend and great editor, though
I worry you tell too many dirty
jokes to have a future in politics.
Scire – You’ve got what it
takes. As a reporter, you know
how to hold them accountable
and you’re not afraid to be cutthroat. Keep being persistent

next year, the school will be
better for it.
Emily – You’re better than
the fake politicians you cover.
Remember that.
COPY!!!! – Oh, there you
are. Thanks for listening to my
rants and not moving downstairs.
Ramonas – My first real
friend at The Hatchet and my
only Hatchet roommate. I really hope we stay in touch.
Abnos – You are talented in
so many ways – design, writing, music. I’m confident that
I will brag one day to my coworkers at Denny’s, “Can you
believe that I was once that
guy’s boss?”
Alberg – A great writer
who could always find the human side in sports. You’re one
of the funniest people I know.
Please don’t let law school
suck that out of you.
Viktors – Thanks for all the
high fives.
Nacin – A line from “All
The President’s Men comes
to mind”: “I don’t mind what
you did. I mind how you did
it.” You have an immense
command over the “series of
tubes” that is going to make
you incredibly successful one
day.
Tim – We had our ups and
downs, but I’m genuinely
happy we ended on a positive
note. That’s also a good thing
considering you’ll probably be
running the world one day.
Howie – What a great partner in crime (or complete lack
thereof). If we didn’t have you,
the paper wouldn’t be afloat,
and not enough people realize
that. Please send me some of
that bacon chocolate to wherever I end up. Molly, Anna, Arron and the rest of the B-Crew
– Few people, even in our own
office, understand how vital you are to this operation.
Thanks for doing what you
do.
Kyle – I’m glad we got to
be friends. I’ll miss your knack
for self-deprecating humor and
double entendres.
Joanna – You hate talking
about that time we walked
around FSK searching for basketball players, but I know
you’re going to laugh about it
some day (I do all the time).
Nick – I know one day you
will reach your goal of being a
White House photographer.
Julie – I love you so much.
Few had to endure what you
did. Your smile is contagious
and your free spirit always reminded me that there’s more
to life than newspapers. You
are a rare gem and I’ll always
cherish our time together.
Mom and Dad – Who knew
four years ago that all this
would happen? You guys have
supported me in all of my crazy endeavors, an effort which I
largely took for granted. Anyone would be lucky to have
such great parents. I love you.
There is so much more to
say, but my time is up. I’ll never forget what we did here.
–30–

eos
me.
media.gwhatchet.
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Renowned rabbi advises students
Jewish leader travels
the globe to provide
spiritual leadership
by Alli Hoff
Hatchet Staff Writer
Junior Josh Abrams stands over a table in the basement of Hillel, knees bent
slightly to lower his eyes to the man seated
beside him.
The seated man is much older, with a
dark gray beard that falls to his chest. A
wide-brimmed black hat covers his long
gray hair, and he wears a black jacket, tied
at the waist like a robe, covered with shiny
blue paisley patterns. He holds Abrams’
hand in one of his and squeezes his cheek
with the other, speaking quietly into the
student’s ear.
Abrams, along with about 100 other
students, met with the Kalover Rebbe Moses Taub Wednesday at Hillel. Rebbe is a
Judaic title that denotes the leadership of
a certain sect or group. Taub is the leader
of the Kalov Hasidic Jewish sect and he

said he has spent the past 30 years traveling across 50 countries and meeting with
students to discuss their Jewish religion
and heritage.
“I come to bless them and to encourage them,” Taub said. “Part of uplifting
them is to help them find things that they
may have lost.”
The rebbe said he helps Jewish students regain the most important parts of
their faith.
“There are a lot of Jewish students who
are unfortunately not given the opportunity to know what has given strength for
thousands of years to the Jewish nation –
their forbearers,” he said. “These forbearers
were so firm in the Torah, the mitzvah and
the Commandments. Having the mitzvah
and the Torah are such great benefits.”
Senior Zach Cutler organized Wednesday’s event. Cutler said he first met the
rebbe eight years ago at his Los Angeles
high school.
“I went to his office and spent five minutes with him and he knew things about
me, like he could get a reading on my
soul,” Cutler said. “It really inspired me.
I promised him that I would start keeping
Shabbat, and I have been doing that for
eight years.”

You don't get breaking news
e-mails?

HOW SAD.
Sign up today: gwhatchet.com

Cutler said he contacted the rebbe’s office two months ago in hopes of bringing
his inspiration to the strong Jewish population at GW.
“I think that he can really inspire
people, uplift them, refresh their perspectives,” Cutler said.
Abrams, who is an active member of
the Jewish community on campus and
the president of the Jewish Student Association, met the rebbe for the first time
Wednesday.
“He told me where I was in life and
what my future might look like,” Abrams
said. “He also told me what I might need
to do to get there. To have a great future
with all of these open possibilities, I need
to study more.”
Abrams described his meeting with
the rebbe as an advising session, providing a road map for success and reminding
students of the importance of their commitment to their faith.
“It’s nice that he came to meet with
GW students, to learn about the students
and to show them what to do, according to
what he believes,” Abrams said.
The rebbe said he found the students
he had met so far at GW to be “very fine
boys.” 

Assistants to
the Kalover
Rebbe, including Shmuel
Abraham, left,
speak as the
rebbe meets
with students
at Hillel on
Wednesday.
Michelle Rattinger/
Hatchet
photographer
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FLU
from p. 1
gency Department. The A strain
can also be indicative of other
mutations of influenza.
More than 91 cases of the
swine flu have been reported
so far in the United States and
at least one person infected has
died, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
Schario said swabs of the
two female students’ flu virus
have been sent to the D.C. Department of Health for testing to
make sure they are not carrying
the swine flu.
Dena Iverson, spokeswoman for the D.C. DOH, said she
cannot comment on whether or
not the swabs of the two students had tested positive for the
swine flu, but she added that if
there were cases in the District,
the CDC would be required to
report them.
“It’s a precaution, in these
two cases, to move the two students to a private room so that
they’re in a position where they
can limit their interaction with

students,” Schario said. “They
are not being quarantined, they
are not being told that they have
to stay in their room. It’s really
to protect them and protect others as a precaution.”
Schario said when students
contract contagious illnesses,
they are often offered the opportunity to switch rooms to prevent roommates from becoming
ill.
“There have been instances
where Student Health Services
will work to get them other accommodations during their
illness,” Schario said. “It’s for
precaution, it’s to prevent the
spread of contagious diseases.”
Shesser said the swine flu is
a new and mysterious disease
that is difficult to detect.
“We have no way of knowing if you have the swine flu for
sure when we see you, so all we
know is we can test for whether or not you have influenza,”
Shesser said. “Our tests will tell
you whether you have influenza
A or influenza B. The swine flu
shares antigens with influenza
A. To determine whether or not
you have the swine flu, we have
to send it to the D.C. Department of Health.”
Shesser said the swine flu

strand circulating around the
country is not as deadly as the
strain in Mexico, which has
killed more than 100 people, including many otherwise-healthy
individuals. But, he added, extra
precautions should be taken to
be safe.
“Concern is appropriate but
nobody really knows if it’s going to be anything more than
regular old flu, which does kill
the old, poor, and the sick, but
isn’t a life threatening disease
for the vast, vast, vast majority
of people,” Shesser said.
On the GW Campus Advisories Web site, students are
advised to wash their hands
regularly, get sleep, eat well and
manage stress to help prevent
illness.
“If you notice symptoms,
stay home from work or school,
avoid contact with people as
much as possible and call the
Student Health Service or your
medical provider for advice,”
the Web site reads. “Your health
provider will determine if influenza testing or treatment is
needed. Once confirmed, the
Centers for Disease Control report that the swine flu virus is
treatable with prescription antiviral drugs.” 
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BBQ celebrates F St. mural
Senior, alumnus
help create mural
on grocery store
by Alexi Dagan
Hatchet Reporter
Members of the GW and Foggy Bottom communities gathered
Tuesday evening to celebrate a
new mural painting on the side of
the Foggy Bottom Grocery store
on F Street.
The
ceremonial
unveiling occurred at the 7th annual
FRIENDS barbecue, which is
hosted by the community group
to promote a positive dialogue
between GW and the surrounding community, said Britany
Waddell, assistant director of
community relations.
Calder Brannock, who graduated from GW in 2007, painted
the mural, but he said the original idea came from senior Jeremy
Sapriel.
“When I was a sophomore,
I walked down F Street and saw
this wall that was filled with
cracks and was molding,” Sapriel
said. “I said, ‘If there is one thing
I do before I graduate it will be to
make sure there is a mural on this
wall.’ ”
Sapriel worked with GW’s Senior Associate Vice President for
Operations Alicia O’Neil to find
the artist and create the mural.
“Calder was recommended
to us by various sources,” Sapriel
said. “I had some ideas for the
mural and he had lots of ideas as
well.”
While enrolled at GW, Brannock painted the mural in Columbian Square in the Marvin
Center.
“It is wonderful to give back
to the school, but also it’s great
for the school to give back to
alumni,” Brannock said.

Aude White/Hatchet photographer

Senior Jeremy Sapriel stands in front of the mural he helped
create on the side of the Foggy Bottom Grocery store in Anniversary Park on F Street.
The new mural is divided sion in Foggy Bottom. According
into five different sections, each is to a University news release, the
designed to reflect the themes of Heurich Brewery was located in
progress and community.
Foggy Bottom until 1954 and was
The panels depict the signing responsible for innovative ideas
of the charter creating GW, Foggy like malt liquor and beer pasteurBottom’s contributions to science ization.
and medicine, the Heurich BrewBrannock said during the
ery, the first African-American unveiling, “It is great to do a
church in the District and the on- mural about progress and comgoing construction and progres- munity.” 
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to your morning breakfest.
(fill in your blank)
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Natalie Hatchette, Classified
Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The
GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.

GWMARKETPLACE
president at Wachovia
Securiteis, now
Wells Fargo. Call Bill
Flannigan, Senior Vice
President. 301 9610131.

Animal Lovers Wanted!
PT positions available
for Kennel Attendants,
Dog Walkers, Pet
Sitters. Walkers and
sitters to work in
Arlington, Alexandria,
Falls Church, and NW
DC. Visit website for
online application www.
furgetmenot.com.

SERVICES

Lifeguards, Pool
Operators, Supervisors,
Lifeguard Instructor, FT/
PT, summer and indoor
positions, competitive
pay, free training, must
be able to swim, VA:
703-421-5595, MD:
301-210-4200 ext. 114.

Wanted: aggressive,
outgoing, go-getter to
work with senior vice-

23 Levels
24 Barker of the
Cleveland
Indians who
pitched a perfect
game in 1981
25 Increases
28 Refuge for
David, in the
Bible
32 Eur. monarchy
33 Poem, part 2
36 Christmas verse
starter
38 Radio geek
39 Former
Nebraska
senator James
40 Poem, part 3
45 “… ___ he drove
out of sight”
46 Chinese
porcelain with a
pale green glaze
47 Sleep disturbers
49 Sedona maker
50 Puts in a snug
spot
52 Poem, part 4

30% Off Waxing &
Facials weekdays at
Qi Spa (Services: massages, facials, waxing,
nails. Spa package and
gift certificates available). 3106 M St, NW,
DC. 202-333-6344.

Free Student Advertising at
www.GWMarketplace.com

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 What you might
push a pushpin
in
5 Dimwit, in
Yiddish slang
10 International
company with
the slogan
“Home away
from home”
14 North African city
captured by the
Allies in 1942
15 In unison
16 1899 gold rush
locale
17 A la ___
(nearby: Sp.)
18 David ___
George, British
P.M., 1916-22
19 New growth
20 Start of a poem
by Emily
Dickinson that
continues “But
God be with the
Clown, / Who
ponders this
tremendous
scene”

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

HOUSING

JOBS

The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

13

58 Warren who
founded a rental
car company
59 Chew the
scenery
60 Spray target
61 Pull-down list
62 Fix
63 It runs parallel to
the radius
64 Teacher’s
before-class
work
65 Volume unit
66 Overbrim (with)

Down
1 1977 best seller
set at Boston
Memorial
Hospital
2 ___
contraceptive
3 Queen of
Bollywood
4 Funnyman Don
5 Shipping
mainstay of the
1600s
6 Physician
William
7 Appears
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
imminent
JC EE SL SL E 8 Singer with the
BB LO AL ME E R P C E AR S T
EA TQ AU TA S
2008 gold record
RO OP L E EN SW E I AC V E ER
“And Winter
AC GA E T NC T H E C SO GP L A I TS CU HM EO S
Came …”
A
L
S
A
L
B
A
N
S
E
L
M
O
T O S S A S A L A D
T I P S
9
Acts
the yenta
AB T R T E Y A S SE UG EA T
AS CC TR A E T R C U H P E T S I A TV CA HS ET S 10 Double ___
BT RO EO T H O I T N A S I L TO O K AM LA A 11 The worst of
times
BU AC TO HN N P E I T T C EO AT D I RE AS G 2
12 “Lucky Jim”
2
AM ZO OS R E S R NC AR O A RE I T SA TT A
novelist, 1954
SP YA NT OC DH E C S H BE RF I S T CA HR EE S 2
13 Relay division
WH A I S V H E S OA MP I S T
21 South American
BA AN J T A I G P U I A T C UH HA ST E SN RT A
monkey
2
OM LA AT F C H I E S S E S E T I C TA CM HE EO S 22 ___ tide
RA AT VO I L L T OOR NN E GE AV T I I A VN E 2 25 Monkeyshine
GD NO AP T E Y E X N I OT S HK E NR AR SY A 26 Divine water

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

No. 0326
9

10

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

26

28
33

36

34

37

40

29

43

46

47
50

53

31

44

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

45
48

51

54

55

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

56

57

Puzzle by Edward Safran

27 Say with two
syllables where
one would do,
say
28 Promotional item
29 Philly hoopster
30 Extremely large,
old-style
31 1985 Meg Tilly
title role
34 In the past
35 Is afflicted by

Free Classifieds!

39

42

49

30

35

38
41

52

13

24

27

32

12

22

23
25

11

37 Reorganizes
drastically
41 Figure in the
Edda
42 They have no
ties
43 Rain forest
implement
44 Sommer of
Hollywood
48 Try to see
50 Antique dealer’s
happy discovery

51 Articulate
52 Anytime
53 Melon’s site
54 Drop
55 Fallow
56 “___ But the
Brave” (1965
Sinatra film)
57 Elderly relative,
informally
58 Crank (up)

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Can you complete this
week's Sudoku?
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Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Dan Greene – Asst. Sports Editor (dgreene@gwhatchet.com)

Club lacrosse bounces back

Varsity Roundup
Men's rowing:
GW's 17th-ranked
men's rowing squad
bested Georgetown and
Rutgers Sunday on the
Potomac River to take the George
Cup for the first time since 2005.
The Colonials won three of the day's
four events, emerging victorious in
the varsity eight, the second varsity
eight and the second freshman eight
races. GW finished second in the
freshman eight race, which Georgetown won.

Men's golf:

Marie McGrory/Hatchet photographer

GW's club lacrosse team, which will play Lynchburg College in the quarterfinals of the National College Lacrosse League's this weekend, travelled to the University of Virginia last week to play the same team, but had to turn around because of a scheduling mishap.

Scheduling error
becomes lucky
break
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
The GW men’s club lacrosse
team had a hot date planned last
weekend. It was invited to the National College Lacrosse League’s
Sweet Sixteen playoffs at the University of Virginia for the first time
in five years and was poised to bring
its program back to its former prominence. But when the team showed
up for the game, they found themselves with no opponent.
The Colonials had been stood up.

The day before the mishap, GW
did not expect to advance to the playoffs, captain Kevin Kelly said. The
NCLL had selected George Mason,
but GW had a better record and appealed the decision.
“They informed us in the morning the day before the game that
we’d be playing Lynchburg [College] in the playoffs and gave us an
hour to respond whether or not we’d
be at the game at 12 p.m. the next
day,” Kelly said. “But they forgot to
notify Lynchburg or the University
of Virginia.”
Unfortunately for the Colonials,
the league discovered its mistake long
after the team had piled into rented
vans and made the three-hour trek to
UVA’s Charlottesville campus, Kelly
said. With no team to play and no field
to play on, the men had no choice but
to turn around and drive back to the

District.
“I guess it was just a failure on their
part not to notify the other team,” junior Nik Alexoff said. “We were never
really given an explanation.”
It’s not the first thing to go wrong
for the club. After their Division I
Championship win in 2004, things
have seemed to go downhill. Though
none of the current players on the
team were there that year, senior
Ricker Rollins said the season following their win the club leaders closed
out the team’s bank account and took
all the jerseys.
It’s been a slow climb back up
since then, Kelly said.
“After that happened, the program fell apart. We’d like to be back at
the D-I level and we’re making steps
towards that,” Kelly said. “We beat
Georgetown this year and they’re
ranked in the D-I and it’s the first

Colonials Corner
Get to know
three of
GW's best
athletes a
little better:
Taylor
Donohue

Megan
Hogan

Pat
Lehman

Psychology of
Spirituality with
Dr. Schell

New Media and
Digital Art

Psychology of
Crime and Violence

"Africa" - Toto

"Funny The Way
It Is" - Dave Matthews Band

"Use Somebody" - Kings of
Leon

Summer workout packet.

Relaxation.

Having the opportunity to play
professional
baseball.

Favorite sport To play: basketother than my ball To watch:
own:
Football

Basketball

Football

Kara Goucher

Derek Jeter

Favorite class at
GW:

Song stuck in
my head:

What I'm most
looking forward
to this summer:

Athlete I most
admire:

Brian Dawkins

Like sports?

Like writing?

Write sports!
E-mail sports@gwhatchet.com

time we’ve beaten them in four or five
years.”
Kelly said an infusion of talented
freshmen players and some personal
growth has propelled the team to new
heights this year and despite the long
drive home last weekend, they found
the silver lining.
The NCLL is reimbursing them
for the rental vans and gas, and will
pay for their hotel stay this weekend,
when they attempt to play Lynchburg
for the second time. Because the other
matches were played as scheduled
last week, GW advanced to the final
eight without ever stepping foot on
the field.
Kelly said, “Even though it really
sucked initially and a lot of the guys
on the team were really upset with
how the league handled it, in a way,
that lack of organization worked out
to our advantage in the end.” 

Junior Cole Turner shot
a team-best threeround total of 229 to
finish tied for 19th
out of 60 competitors
at this past weekend's Atlantic 10
Championship in Howey-in-the-Hills,
Fla. GW placed eighth in the 12-team
field. Sophomore Brandon Barrack
was the next-lowest Colonial at 234
while fellow sophomore Lewis Sturdy
trailed him by one stroke at 235.

Softball:
The Colonials were
narrowly swept in a
low-scoring Tuesday
doubleheader at nearby Maryland,
losing by scores of 2-0 and 2-1.
Junior Amanda Gabriel pitched a
complete game in the first contest,
allowing two unearned runs on four
hits while fanning six batters. Freshman pitcher Heidi Penna went the
distance in the second game while
classmate Lauren Wilson blasted a
solo homerun for GW's only run of
the evening.

