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Tonic manager Christian Jones is one of multiple GWorld vendors owed thou-
sands of dollars by the University, after a glitch delayed GWorld payments.

University officials are in the 
process of drafting a new Mount 
Vernon campus plan that could 
expand the amount of academic 
space there by more than 125,000 
square feet, administrators said 
last week.

At least two-thirds of Mount 
Vernon residents currently take at 
least one class there, but most full-
time students must make their 
way to the Foggy Bottom campus 
for the majority of their course 
load, Dean of Freshmen Fred Sie-
gel said. The additional academic 

space could make it possible for 
students to take a larger percent of 
their course loads on Mount Ver-
non, officials said.

“I do expect that the number 
of students taking classes at the 
Mount Vernon campus will in-
crease,” said Alicia O’Neil, senior 
vice president for operations. 

As it stands, Mount Vernon 
only has 15 academic classrooms, 
three science rooms and five rooms 
inside the Eckles Library. But part 
of the campus plan includes the 
proposal of demolishing Cole 
Hall, a residence hall, and replac-
ing it with classroom facilities. In 
addition, Ames Hall, currently a 

dining hall, is scheduled to be con-
verted to academic space.

The 10-year-old campus draft-
ed its last campus plan in 2000. 
That plan will expire in December 
of next year and University of-
ficials hope that by starting early 
to create a new plan, they will be 
able to start implementing new 
additions to the campus as early 
as next fall. In November, the 
drafted plan will go before the 
D.C. Zoning Commission, and if 
it is approved, it will become a 
development proposal for further 
public review.
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All GWorld vendors have gone 
unpaid since late August because 
of a software error, a university 
official said Saturday.

BBOne, an independent man-
agement firm paid to administer 
the University’s contracts with 
GWorld vendors, planned a soft-
ware update to its system before 
students returned to campus. But 
unexpected issues postponed the 
completion of the update, said 
Ken Pimentel, the University’s 
managing director of the GWorld 
program. Vendors are usually 
paid every other day.

With more than 200 GWorld 
vendors, the University could 
owe vendors more than $100,000. 
Because an official from BBOne 
did not return a request for com-

ment, the total amount owed is 
unknown, but Tonic Restaurant 
owner Jeremy Pollok reported be-
ing owed $15,000 and an owner at 
another restaurant said the Uni-
versity owed about $8,000. 

Pimentel did not know exact-
ly what the software issues were. 
In a memo sent to the University, 
BBOne said the delayed payment 
was a one-time issue and the pay-
ments are expected to resume this 
week.

“Because of a one-time, high 
volume of ACH errors from mer-
chants and handful of schools, 
we’re currently experiencing a de-
lay in payments to merchants and 
are working closely with our pay-
ment processor to resume daily 
merchant settlements,” the memo 
said.  BBOne provides its services 

The average student gradu-
ates from GW more than $30,000 
in debt – 13 percent higher than 
the national average at private 
universities – according to the 
most recent data from GW and a 
recent study on collegiate debt.

GW’s Office of Institutional 
Research reported the average 
member of the class of 2008 grad-
uated with nearly $17,000 worth 
of federal student loans and more 
than $14,000 in private loans, re-
sulting in a total indebtedness of 
$31,299 upon graduating from 
GW.

The national average for pri-
vate, non-profit universities is 
$27,650, according to the The Proj-
ect on Student Debt, an initiative 
of the California-based Institute 
for College Access and Success. 

Edie Irons, the communica-
tions director for the Institute for 
College Access and Success, said 
that though average debt is on the 
rise nationally, GW students are 

taking on more debt than com-
parative schools.

“The number for GW is sig-
nificantly above the national av-
erage,” Irons said. “Colleges are 
getting more and more expensive 
and especially in a tight economy 
students are relying increasingly 
on debt to make ends meet and 
cover all the costs.”

Daniel Small, director of the 
Office of Student Financial As-
sistance, said GW’s averages are 
based on figures for a four or 
five-year tenure at the University 
and that his office has worked to 
reduce the numbers.

“There has been an effort 
over a period of time to try and 
control this,” Small said. “Being 
concerned about the indebted-
ness, the University has tried to 
put some strategies in place to do 
this.”

Average graduated student 
debt at Georgetown was $24,816 
and $19,766 at American, accord-
ing to 2006 data, the most recent 
for both schools.

As the economic downturn 
continues to make finances more 
difficult for many GW students 
and their families, many have 
turned to loans to fill the gap cre-
ated by financial trouble.

“One thing we don’t know 
at this time is will the current 
economy undermine our efforts 
because students are looking for 
all sorts of aid,” Small said. “Our 
hope is that what we have on the 
table can provide the necessary 
financial resources so that we can 
control – and maybe over a peri-
od of time, limit – the amount of 
loan indebtedness for a graduat-
ing senior.”

For sophomore Diana Waldron, 
paying back her postgraduate debt 
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More than 1,000 students gathered in University Yard for the first annual Freshman Day Of Service on Friday. After the 
event's opening ceremonies, the participants split up and helped with community service projects in 13 different parts 
of the D.C. area. Each student did about two-and-a-half hours of service.

Usually, GW seniors have to 
endure nearly eight months of 
school before finding out who 
their Commencement speaker 
will be. This year, they may have 
only had to wait two weeks.

University officials said Fri-
day that First 
Lady Michelle 
Obama has 
promised to be 
the 2010 Com-
m e n c e m e n t 
speaker if the 
GW commu-
nity completes 
100,000 hours 
of community 
service this year. The announce-
ment came on GW’s Freshman 
Day of Service, an event that 
sent more than 1,200 freshmen 
to multiple locations in the D.C. 
area to perform two-and-a-half 
hours of community service.

University President Steven 
Knapp announced the chal-
lenge during the event’s open-
ing ceremonies, saying that he 
expects the community to meet 
Obama’s goal.

“I am grateful to the first 
lady for this inspiring challenge, 
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About half the freshman class 
volunteered for GW’s first annual 
Freshman Day of Service, work-
ing in the community at 13 dif-
ferent sites across the District on 
Friday.

The event's theme focused on 
"serving those who serve us," or-
ganizers said, and was highlight-
ed by first lady Michelle Obama's 
promise to be this year’s com-
mencement speaker if the GW 
community completes 100,000 
hours of community service .

“The idea of this day grew 
from the passion of students to be 
in and of the District of Columbia, 
and service is of course a core val-
ue of a George Washington Uni-
versity education,” University 
President Steven Knapp said at 
the event’s opening ceremony. 

About 1,200 freshmen, 130 
upperclassmen student lead-
ers and 75 GW staff members 
volunteered their time for the 
event, said Shannon Donahue, 
freshman service coordinator 
for the Office of Community 
Service. Each student who par-
ticipated in the day of service 
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Monday
freshmen Jump Start series
The Career Center will open its 
doors to freshmen who have 
questions regarding internships, 
work study jobs or career choices. 
RSVP required through GWork.
Old Main Room 208 | 2 to 3 
p.m. 

d.C internship panel
A panel of upperclassmen will share 
their experiences on getting the 
classic D.C. internships on the Hill, 
at the State Department, White 
House, nonprofits and more.
Elliott School Room 602 | 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

“Seeing Through the fence”
Enjoy free food while watching 
this documentary film on food 
and human relations. There will 
be a Q&A with the filmmaker 
after the screening.
Lisner Hall Room 201 | 8 to 10 
p.m.

flu vaccine clinic
Protect yourself from the 
seasonal flu by getting 
vaccinated at a reduced cost.

Marvin Center Grand Ballroom | 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

TueSday

VIkTorS dIndzanS | phoTo edITor
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., calls for environmental action at the Jack Morton Auditorium on Thursday morning as part of a conference about climate 
change and national security co-sponsored by the Elliott School. FULL STORY ON PAGE A3.

WedneSday

Students plant vegetable 
garden on h Street

audIo SlIdeShoW
Multicultural Step Show
Web Editor Amanda Lindner mixes the 
sights and songs of the performance.

WeB exCluSIVe
Tea parties
Hundreds gathered to protest President 
Obama’s policies at the Capitol Saturday.

MulTIMedIa
Blog
School Without Walls program
Local high school exchanges with a 
school across the world.
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Most people know that George Washing-
ton was a revolutionary war hero, a founding 
father and America’s first president. Fewer 
know of his skills as a farmer.

But just like the name behind the Univer-
sity, a group of GW students have put their 
gardening skills to work in hopes of teaching 
people about the benefits of locally-grown 
food.

The GW GroW Community Garden had 
its first seeds planted Saturday morning. 
Located in the 2400 block of H Street across 
from Amsterdam Hall, the garden is the 
brainchild of the GW Food Justice Alliance, 
a new student organization founded in the 
spring of 2009 by a group of students from 
the College of Professional Studies graduate 
landscape design program. 

Their aim is to teach people who and 
where their food comes from through service 
learning. The garden is a way to join GW stu-
dents and Foggy Bottom residents, forging a 
new kind of community relationship through 
volunteering, group members said.

Amanda Formica, the project manager 
and president of the FJA, said the day was 
productive, as the group was able to plant 
three garden beds with an array of produce 
including lettuce, spinach, radishes, aru-
gula, and turnips. She added that the group 
worked with the Mount Vernon Estate – 
where GW’s namesake lived – to choose pro-
duce that George and his wife Martha would 
have had in their gardens.

Juliana Taube, an executive board mem-
ber of the FJA, said she hopes the garden will 
help teach GW students about their food.

“I think it is important that people know 
where their food comes from and I think it 
is incredibly empowering to be able to grow 
your own food supply,” Taube said.

As the FJA’s project continues to blos-
som, they will begin selling their crops at the 
local farmers’ market and donate some of the 
crops to Miriam’s Kitchen – a local food bank 
– as well as other food pantries in the area.

–elizabeth hay

Corrections
In “Freemasons look to build presence 

at GW” (Sept. 8, p. 8) The Hatchet incor-
rectly stated that no students are members 
of the Colonial Lodge. Three students are 
members. In addition, the article stated that 
a lodge is not a literal building, but rather a 
chapter of Freemasons. The term lodge re-
fers to both a chapter and a meeting place.

In “From receSs to rap” (Sept. 10, p. 7), 
The Hatchet incorrectly stated that Travis 
Helwig is from Stamford, Conn. He is from 
Stratford, Conn.
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Now that summer vaca-
tion is over, Metro riders can 
expect to see more students, 
as well as police officers, dur-
ing their weekday commute.

Since Washington-area 
students returned to class-
es, police presence around 
Metrorail and buses has in-
creased to prevent any un-
ruly behavior that may come 
from minors.

Metro spokeswoman 
Cathy Asato said more offi-
cers from the Metro Transit 
Police Department would be 
stationed on the Metro main-
ly in the afternoon, between 3 
and 4 p.m.

“The extra security has 
been mostly implemented at 
the large stations where kids 
tend to congregate, like Ten-
leytown and Minnesota Av-
enue,” Asato said.

Officers are distributing 
business cards for a hotline 
passengers can call to report 
bad behavior — whether it be 
students fighting, loitering or 
not following other Metro 
rules.

Safety is the top priority 
for students and all riders, 
MTPD Chief Michael Taborn 
said in a Metro news release.

Robberies near GW’s 
campus involving juveniles 
were reported throughout 
the summer. In July a Metro-
politan Police sergeant told 
Foggy Bottom residents that 
robberies occurred in the 
area due to its proximity to 
the Metro station.

A Foggy Bottom-GWU 
Metrorail station manager 
said two to three MTPD of-
ficers come into the station 
several times a day, usually 
during the peak commuting 
hours in the morning and 
evening.

Despite more students 
coming through Foggy Bot-
tom since School Without 
Walls reopened, the station 
manager said there hasn’t 
been an increase in security, 
and he added that it was not 
needed.

Instead of high school 
students being a problem, 
the manager said it is college 
students who are being dis-
ruptive.

“The worst is Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday — col-
lege kids trying to slide down 
the escalators because they’re 
drunk,” he said.

Metro riders interviewed 
around GW’s station had 
varied experiences with 
students on Metrorail, with 
some hardly noticing them 
or an increased police pres-
ence, while others have seen 
groups of 10 students or 
more acting inappropriately 
by yelling and wrestling.

Najee Braboy, a School 
Without Walls student and 
daily commuter on Metro, 
said he never notices any 
rowdy high school students 
at the Foggy Bottom station.

Metro passengers can re-
port disruptive behavior by 
minors by calling 202-962-
2118.

-Thomas Boyd contributed 
to this report

Metro ramps up 
police presence
by Jeff RichaRds   
Hatchet Reporter  

Rep. emphasizes 
veterans' rights

Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., 
discussed his “pro-veteran, 
anti-war” views on veterans' 
affairs with around 90 Col-
lege Democrats on Thursday 
night.

Filner, a six-time elected 
representative from San Di-
ego, shared his background 
working with Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and spoke of the 
responsibility of the country to 
provide for its men and wom-
en in uniform.

Filner explained how 
people in the military were 
“thrown into a war they should 
not have been in.” In general, 
Filner avoided discussing the 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan directly, instead focusing 
on care for soldiers returning 
from serving their country.

“Part of the cost of war is 
taking care of the veterans,” 
Filner said.

The GW Veterans co-spon-
sored the event. Brian Haw-
thorne, Washington D.C. di-
rector for Student Veterans of 
America, an advocacy group 
for veterans in higher educa-
tion, said Filner has helped 
SVA raise awareness and write 
legislation.

The problem for student 
veterans, Hawthorne said, is 
that “schools don’t need to 
care” because they have very 
small segments of their stu-
dent body involved with the 

armed forces.
Filner discussed the prob-

lems he sees in the U.S Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. One 
detail that drew his ire was the 
design of helmets issued at the 
beginning of the war, which he 
said contributed to injuries re-
lating to explosions, as well as 
qualifications that limit some 
veterans' benefits. 

“Once you get through 
the paper[work] you get good 
care," Filner said. "The real 
fight [for veterans] is getting 
them to that care.”

Filner also criticized the 
VA’s method of diagnosing 
post-traumatic stress disorder, 
which he calls a combat stress 
injury. Speaking on the policy 
requiring veterans to report 
their symptoms before receiv-
ing care, Filner said it creates 
“a stigma of admitting you 
need help,” and that it is con-
sidered a “sign of weakness.”

CD President Peter Weiss 
was pleased with the tone of 
the evening and happy that he 
could raise awareness about 
veterans’ issues.

Weiss said he viewed the 
evening as a success and that 
he hoped the CDs could hold 
more similarly enlightening 
events about specific issues 
ranging from gay and lesbian 
rights to the environment. 

Matt Ingoglia, the CD's 
communications director, said 
Filner’s background as a com-
munity organizer made him a 
more impressive speaker.

“His concerns for veter-
ans I think surprises most 
people. Most people think of 
the military as a Republican 
concern, but even without a 
military background he does 
a lot of work for veterans,” he 
added. u

by dYLaN KiNG  
Hatchet Reporter  

Congressman 
says vets deserve 
better treatment

JoNathaN ewiNG | hatchet photoGRapheR
Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., discussed issues facing veterans Thursday 
night with 90 members of the College Democrats and GW Veterans.

The United States is ill-
prepared to handle the poten-
tial impact that climate change 
could have on the country, 
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., said 
Thursday morning at the Jack 
Morton Auditorium.

Loosely comparing climate 
change to the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, Kerry argued that the 
U.S. is no more prepared today 
than it was eight years ago to 
handle the climate change is-
sues that "will shape our fu-
ture." He reminded the packed 
crowd of the memo that former 
President George W. Bush re-
ceived only a month before the 
9/11 attacks, warning of a pos-

sible terrorist strike. The memo 
went unnoticed.

"Time is short. There are 
our warnings," Kerry said, 
referring to the work of in-
ternational scientists. "This is 
our memo. This is our August 
memo."

Kerry - whose address 
was the keynote of a confer-
ence on climate change and its 
impact on national security - 
discussed the potential impact 
that climate change could have 
on international humanitarian 
issues, such as food shortages, 
receding coastlines and geno-
cide.

Lessening the effects of 
climate change will benefit the 
country in the long term, he 
said.

"When we see a threat on 
the horizon, we need to act," 
Kerry said. "There is no ex-
cuse to be taken by surprise in 
2009."

Kerry emphasized that 
he and others are "working to 
connect the dots," but "science 

is screaming at us as rational 
human beings to take note at 
what is happening."

Throughout his speech, 
Kerry offered many examples 
and facts to support his desire 
to confront climate change.

In particular, he men-
tioned Newtok, Alaska, a 
small town of 340 people 
that was forced to move nine 
miles inland because their 
coastal town was eroding and 
melting. These, Kerry argued, 
were some of the first envi-
ronmentally displaced people 
in the U.S. - a term he said 
Americans will hear much 
more about as the climate 
continues to change.

Discussing Newtok, Kerry 
- who ran against Bush in the 
2004 presidential race - poked 
fun at former vice presidential 
candidate Sarah Palin.

"No longer can the people 
of Newtok see Russia from 
their house - if they ever could," 
Kerry said, drawing laughter 
from the audience.

Kerry also focused on the 
economic advantages that 
would beset America if greener 
jobs were created.

"In Germany, more people 
work in alternative energy than 
the auto industry, which used 
to be their biggest industry," 
Kerry said. "With 15 million 
Americans out of work, we do 
not need a more compelling 
reason."

The biggest concern Kerry 
had was "closing the imagina-
tion gap on climate change" so 
real change in the country and 
the world could happen.

"It is no doubt that the 21st 
century will have a green econ-
omy," Kerry said. "The question 
is - will America lead?"

The conference was put on 
by the American Security Proj-
ect - a non-profit organization 
designed to promote under-
standing of national security 
and foreign policy issues. The 
Elliott School of International 
Affairs also helped organize 
the event. u

Kerry discusses climate change

by caRLY LaGRotteRia  
Hatchet Staff Writer  

Senator says U.S. 
is not prepared 
for future



It was my first time cooking in college. Last 
weekend, I attempted to make scrambled eggs – 
and set off the smoke detector. As I was rushing 
to turn it off, I splashed some hot oil on myself (a 
few burn spots are 
still visible on my 
hand). You could 
call my  first time a 
fail.

So I’m not the 
most experienced 
cook, but I am willing to learn. This year, with 
my own kitchen and less mandatory spending, 
I think I’m in a good position to start practicing. 
There are many benefits to cooking for yourself – 
and maybe for others as well.

Let me get the important point out of the 
way: it saves money. We all know how expen-
sive J Street and other on-campus options can 
get; it’s often at least $10 per meal with a drink. 
Compare this to a grocery store, where for the 
price of just a few of these meals, one can get 
bags and bags of groceries that will last for a 
week or more. Storing food in your refrigerator 
and preparing it as needed thus adds up to tre-
mendous savings.

Another benefit of cooking in your dorm 
is the health factor. There are some healthy op-
tions on campus (like some vastly overpriced 

fruit). But – and this doesn’t necessarily depend 
on how health-conscious you are – wouldn’t 
you like to know all the secret ingredients that 
go into your General Tso’s chicken or a delicious 
stuffed burrito? Buying and then preparing 
your own food ensures that you know exactly 
what you’re eating and can make things that are 
healthy.

Maybe at some point you’ve gotten bored of 
eating out and started craving that home-cooked 
meal. Well, why not try to make it? Get a recipe 
from a friend or family member and try it out. 
This may even help solve problems with home-
sickness. Of course, it’s not like I can make any of 
my mother’s food, but maybe with some prac-
tice, who knows?

Recently, cooking seems to be getting a sort 
of resurgence in pop culture. Just look at all the 
reality shows centered on it: Iron Chef, Top Chef, 
Hell’s Kitchen, the list goes on. Not only that, but 
being a good cook also makes you more popu-
lar with others. Learn how to cook and all your 
friends will suddenly like you better. You’ll have 
company over all the time. And guys, let’s face it, 
cooking is sexy – if pasta and three-buck-chuck 
wine doesn’t mean college romance, I don’t 
know what does.

Now, I know that some of us don’t have 
much time, and others are just lazy. Some of us 

are just not interested in learning anything about 
the culinary arts. But why not gain some expe-
rience now? Preparing food is a life skill – you 
know you’re going to have to do it at one time 
or another. Moreover, there are simple things 
that you can cook  – I’m certainly starting small. 
If you set your mind to it, you’ll find the minimal 
necessary time.

My second attempt at cooking in my dorm 
actually ended in success. After clearing away 
all the smoke and running cold water over my 
burnt hand, I tried again and cooked myself a 
delicious breakfast. In college, we can learn more 
than just book smarts and increased social skills 
– we can also leave knowing how to make food, 
a skill which many of us may have to start uti-
lizing as grads without too many job prospects. 
It’s really all a part of growing up and gaining 
independence, something which college is meant 
to help us with.

So sophomores, upperclassmen – anyone 
with a kitchen and no exorbitant amount of man-
datory J Street spending - take an extra few min-
utes and cook yourself or your friends a meal. 
It’s worth it. Just watch out for those smoke de-
tectors; in my humble opinion they are a bit too 
sensitive.  

-The writer, a sophomore majoring in interna-
tional affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.
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Quotable
"I don’t know how somebody wouldn’t 

want to serve those who served us. I think 

it’s a really great idea to turn Sept. 11 into a 

day of service.”
elizabeth Cox, Freshman Day of 

Service participant
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answering Michelle's call

Julie, Julia and Tom
College cooking: three parts cheaper, two parts independence and one part sexy

Tom Bravlasky

Columnist

The Sept. 8 edition of The Hatchet 
contains an article discussing The Na-
tional Organization for Marriage’s new 
presence in Washington and their inten-
tion of fighting any same-sex marriage 
proposals that may arise in the area this 
year. Michael Komo, the current president of Allied in Pride, is quoted 
as follows:

“I suppose the NOM is not paying attention to the growing sup-
port nationwide for marriage equality. The Organization is fighting a 
losing battle. Attitudes are changing. People are realizing that this is a 
matter of equality.”

Undoubtedly, the pivotal question for a social conservative or a 
skeptic to pose in response is: Is Mr. Komo correct in his assessment of 
national opinion on this issue? I would argue no.

Many of the parents of GW students are baby boomers. They grew 
up in the heat of the counterculture where “free love” was embraced 
and traditional Judeo-Christian values were widely 
rejected and discarded.  Mag-
gie Gallagher, the president 
of NOM, described the 
baby boomers' belief 
that “nobody would be 
pro-life once all the old 
folks died off, and that 
no mothers would be 
home with children.” 

I propose that this 
same sort of false as-
sumption regarding 
the inevitability of social 
progressivism and the ex-
pulsion of traditional values is 
currently underway in the gay 
marriage movement. The com-
ing years will prove to be just 
as difficult, as the issue is far - 
very far - from being over.  

One of the most prevalent argu-
ments for gay marriage is that it is in-
evitable. That, as Bob Dylan might say, 
“the times, they are a-changing.” Many 
suggest that our generation accepts gay 
marriage overwhelmingly and therefore it 
is a battle that will be surely won in due time. 
This claim is not substantiated. Since 2001, Gal-
lup has asked teenagers (ages 13-17) whether 
they “approve or disapprove of marriages between 
homosexuals.” Between 2003 and 2004, teens’ approval 
of same-sex marriage dropped 6 percentage points, 
while the proportion that disapproved rose 8 per-
centage points. In the most recent poll (August 
2004), American teens opposed gay marriage by 
a 27-point margin, 63 percent to 36 percent.  

Moreover, major issues with same-sex mar-
riage have yet to be tackled, including the question posed in a recent 
Washington Blade story: “What about religious adoption agencies or 
daycare centers? Will they be forced to accommodate gays?” 

As the article reports, “(e)xperts say organizations that receive state 
and federal funding will not be allowed to oppose working with gays 
for religious reasons. Some, most notably Catholic Charities of Boston, 
have opted to get out of the adoption business rather than be forced to 
allow gays to adopt.” Is a reduction in charitable adoption agencies a 
positive for civil society?

The fact of the matter is, we don’t know how the gay marriage 
battle will turn out. Only five states have legalized gay marriage, and 
27 states have voted to protect marriage between a man and a wom-
an. This is hardly reason to proclaim a nationwide trend toward gay 
marriage rights. Will members of our generation, generalized as social 
liberals, enact legislation for same-sex marriages? Or will we become 
more socially conservative as we grow older while the marriage battle 
continues to wage on?

Either way, Allied in Pride has their work cut out for them, as 
NOM is a major organization led by a prominent and effective activ-
ist. This will continue to be a tough fight, and for now, the gay move-
ment is losing. NOM has majority legislation and national opinion 
on their side. 

- The wrtier, a junior majoring in political science, is the Editor-at-Large 
of the GW Young America’s Foundation blog.

Sam 
Theodosopoulos

The National Organization for Mar-
riage is one of the only organizations 
in existence that is still fighting for dis-
crimination in the 21st century. NOM 
has now opened an office here in D.C., 
a new effort from an organization that 
is ultimately on the wrong side of history. NOM seeks to undermine 
same-sex couples, deny them the 1,138-plus federal rights that come 
along with marriage, and treat them like second-class citizens. How-
ever, the more that NOM pushes for inequality, the stronger the gay 
community becomes in our fight for equality.

NOM argues that it wants to “protect” marriage. I am simply 
dumbfounded by this claim in the organization’s mission statement. 
The GLBT community believes that every citizen ought to have the 
right to marry anyone – despite his or her race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion or religious affiliation.

According to NOM,  mar- riage needs to be between one 
man and one woman 

in order to “protect” 
children, “save” re-

ligion and prevent 
a “redefinition” of 
marriage. I, along 
with the rest of 
the country that 
supports same-
sex marriage, 
would like to 
know exactly 
how same-sex 

marriage harms 
children. Same-sex 

marriage is now legal 
in five states and has 
been in Massachusetts 
since 2004. What exact-
ly has happened to the 
children of the Com-
monwealth of Massa-

chusetts in the past five 
years that has been so det-

rimental? Absolutely nothing nega-
tive has happened to them. As a matter 

of fact, the children of same-sex couples 
can now enjoy being raised in a family with 

married parents.
We believe in separation of church and state. 

We believe that the two entities are completely separate. 
The state has no place telling a religious institution what 
marriages it ought to perform and vice versa. The GLBT 
community has not, is not, and never will be fighting to 
mandate religious institutions to perform same-sex mar-
riages. We are advocating that the federal government 
legalize same-sex marriage nationwide in order to ensure 

equality for everyone. Same-sex marriages need to be legally 
performed by the Justice of the Peace, just as opposite-sex couples cur-
rently have that right to get married. We believe that it is up to indi-
vidual religious institutions to make up their minds about whether or 
not to perform same-sex marriages.

The GLBT movement does not want to “redefine” marriage. We 
want to protect marriage between two people of any gender, race, 
sexual orientation and religious affiliation. NOM is arguing that 
same-sex marriage will lead to polygamy. A similar argument was 
used by opponents of interracial marriage. Fifty years ago, interra-
cial marriage was banned in thirty states, just as same-sex marriage is 
banned in a majority of states today.  Interracial marriage has not led 
to polygamy and neither will same-sex marriage. The GLBT move-
ment is absolutely not advocating for polygamy. Marriage is a com-
mitment between two loving adults who are entrusted with the rights 
and responsibilities that come along with the legal designation.

NOM is running out of excuses to continue advocating for inequal-
ity. The support for same-sex marriage grows on a daily basis in the 
United States. The GLBT movement may and probably will lose a 
couple of battles along our journey to equality. However, we will win 
the war for marriage equality in the end. I was, am, and will always be 
willing to fight for equal rights for everyone, and look forward to the 
day that same-sex marriage is legalized nationwide.   

-The writer, a junior majoring in political science, is the president of 
Allied in Pride.

Michael R. Komo

The right to marry anyone An issue far from being over

Debating same-sex marriage
Perhaps the only thing more im-

pressive than getting more than 1,000 
freshmen to participate in Friday’s 
day of service was the announcement 
that Michelle Obama will likely be this 
year’s commencement speaker. GW 
students will be required to log 100,000 
hours of community service this school 
year to solidify the agreement – and we 
expect that goal will be accomplished.

The first lady is a great choice for 
commencement speaker. She brings 
an outside perspective, is dynamic 
and obviously has the life experience 
needed for such an event. She said she 
is confident that we will meet the goal, 
and we share her optimism – but we 
worry that the terms of this challenge 
guarantee it will be anything but chal-
lenging.

The Office of Community Service 
has said it might broaden its method of 
counting service hours in response to 
the announcement. But loosening the 
definition of community service hours 
would be a poor choice for OCS.

Counting the hours that some 
work study students get paid for – one 
potential option – is not the image of 
community service that the first lady 
is expecting. Including these hours 
would be disingenuous to the spirit of 
this agreement.

Rather than redefine volunteering 
as something that you can get paid for, 
OCS and the GW community should 
focus on actually living up to the goal 
of 100,000 community service hours. 
There are two important steps for mak-
ing this a reality.

The first task OCS must accomplish 
is to raise the profile of this challenge. 
Admittedly, this challenge got plen-
ty of attention on Friday – but OCS 
should be as creative as possible in 
maintaining the buzz surrounding the 
goal. OCS should bombard students 

with opportunities and reminders to 
contribute to the tally of service hours. 
Sponsoring random days of service, 
holding events where students can log 
a quick hour in a busy day and post-
ing visual reminders of our progress 
around campus are all ways OCS can 
be effective.

For the second requirement, we 
suggest the first community service 
project should not be painting a house, 
but rather refurbishing the OCS Web 
site. This site is embarrassingly outdat-
ed and lacks basic functionality. The 
homepage should include information 
about the challenge, an easily accessi-
ble and much-improved form for log-
ging community service, and sugges-
tions for service projects. In addition, 
the new Web site should be linked and 
featured on GW’s homepage.

The Hatchet’s editorial board 
shares in the excitement of this an-
nouncement. To this end, we pledge 
our support to raising the profile of 
this objective. Every month we will 
print a “Michelle Obameter,” which 
will be a visual display of GW’s prog-
ress. We are confident that GW can 
meet this goal without lowering ser-
vice standards, and we look forward 
to hearing Michelle Obama’s speech at 
commencement this year. u

"Including these hours would 
be disingenuous to the spirit 

of this agreement."
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Unlike most fads, popu-
lar college majors do not often 
come and go. In fact, the three 
most popular majors – business 
administration, social sciences 
and education – have been the 
same since 1985, according to 
the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics.

But with the advent of new 
technology and the need for 
a greener economy, there are 
five new "on-the-rise" majors, 
according to an article in the 
Chronicle of Higher Education 
published earlier this month.

The fields of study gaining 
popularity at undergraduate 
institutions around the coun-

try are service science, health 
informatics, computational sci-
ence, sustainability and public 
health. Of the five, however, 
GW only offers a public health 
master’s program. 

Professors in the Depart-
ment of Environmental Stud-
ies and in the School of Engi-
neering and Applied Science, 
though, say GW does have 
programs that are similar to the 
sustainability and health infor-
matics majors.

“Sustainability is touched 
on throughout the University 
but the geology department is 
the closest we have to a sustain-
ability major,” said David Rain, 
director of the environmental 
studies program. “Everyone is 
working to becoming more sus-
tainable and green and this ma-
jor is just a reflection of that.”

Rain added that even the 
School of Business is now teach-
ing sustainable methods to its 
students.

Health informatics is gain-
ing popularity because of the 
renewed discussion of health 

care reform in Congress, ac-
cording to the Chronicle article.

“There is just no short-
age of growth in the informa-
tion field,” SEAS Dean David 
Dolling said. “We have people 
working with all kinds of infor-
mation, especially information 
assurance.”

In the recent stimulus pack-
age, $19 billion were pledged 
to digitize health care records 
across America, according to 
the article. This means that the 
health care industry will need 
a new kind of professional, one 
who can read and update digital 
records, which is what a health 
informatics major teaches stu-
dents.

“Electronic health records 
have been mentioned by both 
sides of the aisle as a way to save 
health care dollars,” professor of 
Health Administration Robert 
Burke said in an e-mail. “Policy 
makers realize there are not a 
sufficient number of people 
trained to design, implement 
and maintain these systems.”

While GW may not have 

service science or computational 
science majors, Dolling said his 
faculty is doing research aligned 
with the goals of those pro-
grams.

“Faculty are studying how 
to use electronic voting, comput-
er and information assurance to 
make it easier for people to use,” 
Dolling said.

Computational science, 
often confused with computer 
science, is less about the study 
of computers and more about 
how to use the computer as a 
tool, according to the Chronicle's 
article.

A service science major 
would focus on the science of 
how people use  daily services, 
from telephones to ordering cof-
fee, the Chronicle said.

While these majors might 
not break into the Princeton Re-
view's list of the most popular 
majors anytime soon, their ex-
istence does show that in a time 
of economic and environmental 
uncertainty, universities are re-
sponding with a new set of skills 
for students. u

by LaureN FreNch   
Assistant News Editor  

Trendy majors mirror current issues
At GW, new 
fields are part of 
older majors

Business and engineer-
ing students will have new 
study abroad options start-
ing this spring, officials said 
last week.

Dean Susan Phillips said 
the School of Business has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with 
Bocconi University in Milan, 
Italy, for a summer program. 
The School of Engineering 
and Applied Science also 
signed a MOU with Hong 
Kong University of Science 
and Technology to begin 
an exchange program this 
spring.

The exchange programs 
in Bocconi and Hong Kong 
are only open to students in 
the respective schools. 

“Bocconi is the most 
prestigious business school 
in Italy and we are very ex-
cited to have an exchange 
with them,” said Lucienne 
Jugant, the associate direc-
tor for the Office of Study 
Abroad.

For engineering students 
– who often need to take very 

specific classes – the seven 
engineering programs in 
Hong Kong will allow them 
to study abroad and gradu-
ate on time, Jugant said.

Credits and grades will 
transfer for both programs, 
which makes the programs 
more attractive, said David 
Dolling, dean of the School 
of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences.

Students will have to pay 
GW tuition while attending 
the programs, plus an ad-
ditional fee that is semester-
based. For students studying 
at Bocconi, the fee is $5,500, 
which does include housing. 
The fee for the Hong Kong 
program is $400 but room 
and board is not included. 

“Over 40 percent of our 
students have had interna-
tional experiences and we 
encourage our students to 
do a program in the sum-
mer or take a semester and 
study abroad,” Phillips said. 
“We think it is a great experi-
ence.”

- Nicole Pozzi

schools add study abroad locations
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Life
Max McGowen
Contributing Life Editor
mmcgowen@gwhatchet.com

Hadas Gold
Life Editor
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This week in 
Gw hisTory:

41 Years aGo...
GW hires its first 
“negro” professor, who 
will teach black history. 

51 Years aGo...
Sorority rush dress codes
include plaid skirts, wool or sack 
dresses, and shaggy sweaters.

36 Years aGo...
The University hospital is 
opened after moving from a 
museum and a jailhouse.

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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On a rainy day last fall, sophomore Ali 
Lozano was looking for any excuse not to go 
to her appointment at the University Coun-
seling Center – she was embarrassed, it was 
raining and she didn’t want to spend $50.

The UCC offers a free initial assessment 
with a trained staff member – but this was 
a scheduled appointment made after Loza-
no’s first meeting, and so the $50 fee the cen-
ter charges for any counseling appointments 
stood in her way. It was enough to make her 
stay home.

While GW is not the only university 
with a counseling center that charges its 
students for each visit, a survey by the As-
sociation for University College Counsel-
ing Center Directors taken in the 2007-08 
academic year indicates that it is among the 
few that do.

The survey said only about 14 percent of 
391 university counseling centers across the 
U.S. charge for counseling appointments, 
while about 23 percent charge for more ex-
pensive therapies, like those given by psy-
chiatrists. The survey includes the most 
recent data published by the AUCCCD, a 
group that includes directors from nearly 
700 facilities, including GW’s.

At the UCC, students can either undergo 
an initial assessment in person or through 
its telephone triage system, which UCC de-
scribes on its Web site as an “approximately 
20- to 30-minute private call with a counsel-
or who will then recommend what type of 
treatment the student may need.” 

“The initial assessment is free, as has al-
ways been the case,” UCC Director Dr. John 
Dages said. “Students can call us, speak to 
a trained mental health professional coun-
selor or licensed psychologist within 24 
hours.”

After this initial phone assessment, 
however, students are charged $50 for each 
individual counseling or therapy session 
and $10 for each group session at the center, 
which is staffed by mental and behavioral 
health experts including psychologists and 
clinicians.

Dr. Gregory Eels, president of the AUC-
CCD and the associate director of Gannett 
Health Services at Cornell University, said 
that at many collegiate centers appointment 
costs are lower than $50 per visit, sometimes 
as low as $5 or $10. Eels added that while 
many universities fund their programs dif-

ferently, high fees could impact students’ ac-
cess to mental health services.

“You’re talking about a complicated is-
sue,” Eels said. “The larger fee you charge 
for usage, the less accessible it is. I think that 
is an issue and that is why universities lower 
fees.”

While it is difficult to compare the ser-
vices offered at one university counsel-
ing center to another, nearby schools like 
American, New York University and Boston 
University do not charge students per visit; 
instead, these schools use other means to 
finance their behavioral services, like charg-
ing general health fees at the beginning of 
the year. 

Margaret Ross, director of behavioral 
medicine at Boston University Student 
Health Services, said BU charges all of its 
students a modest amount for medical ser-
vices, including behavioral services, in order 
to keep individual visits to the office free.

“The care we offer is accessible, low 
barrier and high quality,” Ross said in an e-
mail. “I do believe that charging for the visits 
could serve as a disincentive or barrier for 
students to come in.”

Dages, however, said he does not see the 
$50 per individual visit and $10 per group 
therapy visit as a barrier for GW students.

“I do not think that the fees are currently 
a deterrent,” Dages said.

When asked what UCC does to reach 
students who may not come into the center 
in the first place because of the fees, Dages 
emphasized the center’s willingness to work 
with students for whom the fee may be a sig-
nificant burden.

“The fees are really not flexible,” Dages 
said. “They are established, but we are not 
going to turn a student away who cannot af-
ford our services.” 

Linda Donnels, associate vice president 
and dean of students, said the center can 
make accommodations for students in ex-
treme situations who do not have the means 
to afford its services. 

“For students with more serious financial 
constraints, UCC provides referrals to low or 
no-cost clinics in the community, referrals to 
private therapists who accept the students’ 
health insurance plans, and a sliding scale of 
fees when severe need is substantiated by fi-
nancial aid,” Donnels said in an e-mail.

For Ali Lozano, who chose not to attend 
her scheduled counseling appointment in 
part because of the fee, the deterrent is real.

“I was embarrassed about going to a 
‘counselor’ and honestly I didn’t want to 
spend money just to talk because at the time 
I didn’t have the GW student health insur-
ance plan, and actually no insurance at the 
time,” Lozano said in an e-mail. “If there 
wasn’t a fee, I definitely would have been 
more inclined to go.” u

It used to be that students wanting to 
spread the word about something had to use a 
corkboard and a thumbtack. Swap those out for 
an Internet browser and a URL, and you’ve got 
a world in which students can ignite a flame 
with the flicker of a loading Web page. Now 
more than ever, GW students are choosing to 
relay their messages through blogs, Internet-
based businesses and online publications. The 
Hatchet has highlighted four such ventures 
and how they use the World Wide Web to reach 
the GW community and beyond.  

sua sponte
www.suasponteblog.com   

When it comes to the legal blog he co-writes 
with six GW Law School classmates, Hamilton 
Fish says it is simply an enjoyable pet project 
to work on during the ”very little time [they 
have] for leisure activities.” 

The blog’s name is Latin for “of one’s own 
accord“ and gears to attract other law students 
and professionals with relevant links, essays, 
rants, and class-related discussions. Since go-
ing live in January 2008, Fish estimates that 
Sua Sponte gets “500 to 600 hits a day, depend-
ing on how prolific we are with posting.” 

The blog also serves as a popular forum for 
GW Law School-related debate. Fish said that 
earlier this year it became a “hotbed of post-
ing and commenting activity,” after annual law 
school rankings were released. 

Foggy Bottom Books
www.foggybottombooks.com   

Inspiration for this student-run online 
bookstore came from co-founders Thomas Col-
bert, Gabe Yessin, and Sibel Mufti’s realization 
that many GW students are apprehensive about 
purchasing textbooks from online sellers.   

“[We] felt that there was a need for a reliable 
company here on campus that is less expensive 
than the GW bookstore, as well as more conve-
nient and hassle-free,” said Colbert.

Having opened for business on Aug. 7, 
Foggy Bottom Books is slowly gaining mo-
mentum with a small clientele base of GW 
students, and offers textbooks in all academic 
disciplines, including survey and upper-level 
classes. The ordering process takes just one 
week and concludes with a personal delivery 
to the student’s residence hall. As the business 
grows, Colbert hopes to shorten the wait time 

to just 48 hours and expand the service to other 
campuses.   

The Politicizer
www.thepoliticizer.com

With an ideologically diverse range of cov-
erage, The Politicizer explores current affairs 
from the point of view of young, politically ac-
tive Americans. Launched in May 2009, it is the 
brainchild of editor-in-
chief and GW sopho-
more Conor Rogers.

“This is about re-
framing the conver-
sation and giving our 
generation its own 
soapbox to speak 
from,” Rogers said in 
an e-mail. 

In addition to 
Rogers, six of The Po-
liticizer’s 16 writers 
and editors are GW 
students who update 
the site daily with sto-
ries that often fuel debate among readers.

“We’re looking to spark a new conversa-
tion about what it means to be young and po-
litical,” Rogers said.

eat the District
www.eatthedistrict.com   

Eat the District stirs up all the ingredients 
that go into a pleasurable dining experience: 
the venue, the service and, of course, the fla-
vors. When senior Scott Underwood created 
the blog in February 
2009, he hoped that stu-
dents and young profes-
sionals could look to it 
for fresh dining options.  

“I love to eat, love 
to find new restaurants, 
and just wanted a nice 
forum to share my expe-
riences,” he said.   

Along with two other 
GW students, Under-
wood profiles his favorite 
haunts as well as newer 
venues he discovers along 
the way. The team makes a point of introducing 
students to convenient options off campus.   

In addition to its regular reviews, Eat the 
District produces special series on topics like 
coffee shops and cigars. u

Leaving the bubble behind

by CharloTTe BiGForD  
Hatchet Reporter 

setting their sites 
Student Web sites become new medium for expression

Last week, the Office of Study 
Abroad announced a change in its 
financial policies – one that may end 
up saving students a few hundred 
dollars. If you’re thinking about tak-
ing advantage of the possible lower 
costs, check out this list of some of the 
most popular hotspots for those look-
ing to expand their horizons beyond 
the bubble of Foggy Bottom. Don’t 
forget that this list does not include all 
the places GW students study abroad, 
and that students can always propose 
different programs to the Office for 
Study Abroad for approval.

1. Buenos aires, argentina
South of the equator is a beau-

tiful vista with a city plan and an 
architectural style that resemble 
those of a European capital. Due to 
its location, summer and winter are 
reversed, so students looking to get 
a tan while they study abroad in the 
summer should think twice before 
going. GW offers two programs 
here: one at the Universidad Católi-
ca de Argentina and another at the 
Universidad Torcuato di Tella. Stu-
dents at both programs must have 
taken the equivalent of six semes-
ters of Spanish, live with local fami-
lies and are fully integrated into Ar-
gentina’s culture. For those seeking 
a more independent experience, 
GW has approved two other pro-
grams through IES Abroad, which 
require students to have taken four 
semesters of Spanish language to 
enroll.

2. accra, Ghana
Straddling the Atlantic Ocean 

in southern Ghana, Accra is a bus-
tling and vibrant city. For students 
looking to experience life in a de-
cidedly offbeat destination, GW has 
approved two programs through 
CIEE and SIT Study Abroad that 
concentrate on international busi-
ness and cultural studies. The local 
environment also provides ample 
opportunities for students to be 

engaged in field research, thanks to 
the country’s rugged landscape. 

3. Madrid, spain
This city seems to have it all: the 

capital of Spain has thriving culture 
and commerce, a temperate climate 
(for the most part) and arguably one 
of the best nightlifes in the world. 
But students looking to this hopping 
destination must plan significantly 
in advance, since GW only offers one 
program at the Universidad Autonó-
ma de Madrid. Because courses are 
taught entirely in Spanish, students 
must have completed at least four 
semesters of study in the language 
before they are able to enroll. Both 
non-GW and GW students attend the 
program.

4. london, england
Located on the British Isles, Lon-

don is a popular study abroad des-
tination for many GW students. De-
spite its reputation as one of the most 
expensive cities in the world, Lon-
don has become considerably more 
affordable in light of the global eco-
nomic downturn. According to City 
Mayors, an international think tank 

that focuses on urban issues, London 
scored the 21st spot on the list of the 
world’s priciest places in 2009. That 
is significantly down from when 
it took first place in 2008. Students 
can study at institutions like King’s 
College and the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, but 
before applying, know that many of 
these programs require a high grade-
point average for admission.

5. Paris, France
Known for the glitter of the run-

way and the international crowd 
it attracts, Paris is also a popular 
destination for students. GW offers 
several programs for students go-
ing to this iconic destination with 
its tree-lined boulevards and time-
less architecture. Among the many 
options available are programs at 
the American University of Paris 
and at Sciences Po, a name that ob-
scures the wide breadth of courses 
it offers, ranging from political sci-
ence to finance. For students who 
are interested in studying along-
side students from different schools 
in the U.S., independent companies 
like IES Abroad and the Council on 
International Educational Exchange 
offer alternative options.

6. istanbul, Turkey
Bridging the gap between Eu-

rope and Asia, the city once known 
as Byzantium and Constantinople 
usually dazzles visitors with its gi-
gantic mosques and scenic views. 
Observers are not being fooled – 
this cultural crossroads is full of vi-
brant markets, rooftop restaurants 
and enough sights to wear out even 
the most active traveler. Students 
looking to take advantage of this 
bustling city should consider study-
ing abroad at Bogazici University, 
named for the Bosphorus Strait that 
divides Istanbul in between two 
continents. GW has also approved 
another program at Koc University 
that it operates in conjunction with 
CIEE.

7. hong kong, China
A British colony until 1999, 

Hong Kong is well-established as 
an international city, and one of 
dramatic contrasts. Anni Ylagan, a 
senior who studied abroad last year, 
told of the dichotomies that charac-
terize this tiny district, home to just 
over 7 million people. Unlike those 
studying in Europe, Ylagan said, “I 

took my lessons from the man who 
sold scrap metal on the corner, the 
financial executives I saw crammed 
into the metro, and the old woman 
who sold fresh coconut juice at the 
market on my way to school.” For 
interested students, GW offers an 
exchange program through The 
Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology, and allows stu-
dents to attend a program that Syra-
cuse University operates at the City 
University of Hong Kong.

8. Beijing, China
The capital of China, Beijing 

is full of historic monuments like 
Tiananmen Square and the Forbid-
den City. And with the city making 
a considerable effort to improve air 
quality following the 2008 Olym-
pics, one might consider Beijing 
something of a magnet for those 
heading abroad. GW students 
drawn to the Far East can select one 
of several programs operated by 
independent companies like CIEE 
and IES Abroad. The broad range of 
living options makes Beijing espe-
cially attractive – depending on the 
program, students may either live in 
dormitories, apartments or homes 
with local families. u

by williaM Morse   
Hatchet Reporter  

Checking out GW’s 
top destinations 
for study abroad

Counseling, for a fee

by MaTT risT  
Hatchet Staff Writer

University Counseling 
Center is among few 
that charge per session
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A crowd of around 150 ener-
getic and diverse students gath-
ered Saturday afternoon in Ko-
gan Plaza to watch one fraternity 
and five sororities perform step 
dances, the final event for the 
Multicultural Greek Council Wel-
come Week.

Each group, which all have 
members from GW, represented 
their Greek-letter organizations 
and its culture, and also show-
cased their organization's tradi-
tions in their dances.

Delta Sigma Theta was the 
first sorority to perform. Dressed 
in red shirts and black shorts, the 
group of five girls introduced 
themselves as “dazzling divine 
divas” and stepped to the history 
of their sorority as the first mul-
ticultural Greek-letter organiza-
tion at GW.

The five men of Alpha Phi Al-
pha – the only fraternity to per-
form at the show – said stepping 
is a major part of their fraternity’s 
tradition.

“As a part of the city chap-
ter of Washington D.C., we have 
been performing up and down 
the East Coast,” said Fritz Leo-
pold, a member of APA at Catho-
lic University.

Leopold said each chapter has 
their own traditional moves that 
they bring to their performances.

“Ours is ‘the train,’ and we 
have come to be recognized for it,” 
Leopold said. “Our step master 
developed our other moves and 
got us to where we are today.”

Alpha Kappa Alpha – whose 
performance had six girls in 
black skirts, white ruffled shirts 
and black heels – performed a 
step routine that highlighted the 
history of their sorority.

The girls spoke of their so-
rority’s reputation for having 
high morals and high standards, 
as well as their affection for the 
colors pink and green. They left 
the stage with their secret hand 
symbol and a high-pitched sound 
representative of the sorority.

The women of Lambda Pi Chi 
– the first Latina sorority found-
ed in the U.S. – performed next, 

with four girls stepping.
Lorena Reyna, a frequent visi-

tor to step shows, said that she 
liked Lambda Pi Chi’s step be-
cause it “incorporated a part of 
their culture and shared it with 
the audience.”

Although she liked the per-
formance, Reyna said she wished 
there were more performers in 
each dance group.

“All of the step dances were 
done on a smaller scale with a lot 
less members," Reyna said. “The 
dances tend to look better with 
thirty people, not five.”

Sigma Psi Theta, founded in 
2003 on GW’s campus, came on 
in white shirts and jeans with 
moves that, according to sopho-
more  Alicia Chau, were “taken 
from other sororities and trans-
formed into something that was 
meaningful to us.”

Kappa Phi Lambda worked 
off of their step dance from last 
year and came out strong wear-
ing winged white T-shirts, jeans 
and black heels, and were the last 
group to perform.

Susie Lee, a member of Kappa 

Phi Lambda, said that she en-
joyed the event and seeing what 
the other groups had to bring to 
the stage.

“It’s great to see all of the 
groups unified and working to-

gether,” Lee said.
Most of the groups said they 

plan to participate in the Feb. 6 
step show on GW's campus and 
plan to bring more intricate and 
concrete steps. u

by Julie Douglas
Hatchet Reporter  

Michelle RattiNgeR/assistaNt photo eDitoR
Brothers from the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. participate in the annual Multi-
cultural Greek Step Show held in Kogan Plaza Saturday afternoon.

Multicultural Greek orgs step out in Kogan Plaza
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did approximately and-a-
half hours of service.

Participating students 
traveled to many differ-
ent service opportunities, 
like area parks that needed 
cleaning.

Freshman Elizabeth Cox, 
who went to the Anacostia Wa-
tershed, said everyone helped 
with cleaning up trash, vegeta-
tion and invasive species.

“I don’t know how 
somebody wouldn’t want to 
serve those who served us. I 
think it’s a really great idea 
to turn Sept. 11 into a day of 
service,” she said.

Freshman Aly Azhar 
went to Marvin Gaye Park 
and pulled weeds and col-
lected trash. Azhar noted 
that several bystanders and 
drivers stopped frequently 
to express their gratitude 
and to thank the students 
for cleaning the park.

“I’ve gone litter-picking 
before and that’s never hap-
pened,” he said.

Another freshman at 
the park, Robert Zane, said 
the group collected at least 
20 trash bags after an hour-
and-a-half of work, finding 

debris including clothing 
and used needles.

“It was a great experi-
ence to help out in the com-
munity,” Zane said.

Other students trav-
eled to the United Service 
Organization’s Fort Bel-
voir facility. Students made 
7,500 care packages for U.S. 
soldiers consisting of tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, hand 
sanitizer, razors, combs, 
shampoo, deodorant, and 
shaving cream.

“Because of today, we 
will be able to send out 1.8 
million bags,” said Ron 
Wise, director of Operation 
USO Care Package.

GW students also volun-
teered for We Are Family, an 
organization founded after 
the 9/11 attacks that helps 
the elderly living in low-
income housing. Freshman 
Joshua Gammon said he so-
cialized with the senior citi-
zens during his service.

“They had a lot of fun, 
and I felt really good,” he 
said.

Donahue closed the day 
by calling on students to 
continue volunteering.

“We had a phenomenal 
day today and I hope you 
continue the service you 
did,” she said. u
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and I know that our entire 
GW community – students, 
faculty and staff – will rise 
to meet that challenge and 
we will be with the first 
lady on the Mall this com-
ing May,” Knapp said.

The first lady’s promise 
sprung from a letter sent 
over the summer from Stu-
dent Association President 
Julie Bindelglass and SA 
Executive Vice President 
Jason Lifton, asking her to 
participate in the Freshman 
Day of Service. Obama said 
she could not attend the 
event, but instead offered 
the possibility of speaking 
at Commencement if GW 
students could meet her 
challenge.

“When she initially 
said she couldn’t attend 
Freshman Day of Service, 
it was something that came 
to mind and were able to 
work out, and we are so 
happy that we did,” said 
Bindelglass, who painted 
a house in Southeast D.C. 
Friday afternoon with the 
first lady and President Ba-
rack Obama.

Last year, GW students 
alone logged more than 
61,000 hours of community 
service, said Timothy Kane, 
the director of GW’s Office 
of Community Service.

Obama’s challenge, 
however, will include hours 
logged from the entire GW 
community of students, fac-

ulty and staff members.
Kane added that the 

61,000-hour figure includes 
all OCS volunteer programs 
as well as OCS-based Fed-
eral Work-Study service 
employment, AmeriCorps 
placement and OCS-sup-
ported service learning. 
He said Obama’s chal-
lenge may possibly include 
community service hours 
logged by student organi-
zations, the Greek-letter 
community, and non-OCS 
Federal Work-Study service 
employment.

Last year, the Greek-
letter community logged 
more than 25,000 hours of 
service, which would bring 
the total service hours for 
the 2008-2009 school year 
to more than 86,000 hours, 
not including the addition-
al work-study or student 
organization hours.

Katie McCormick Lely-
veld, Michelle Obama’s 
press secretary, said OCS 
will keep track of the num-
ber of service hours the 
community logs and the 
first lady will receive peri-
odic updates.

“Mrs. Obama has every 
expectation to be the guest 
Commencement speaker in 
May of 2010,” McCormick 
Lelyveld said.

Obama is not the only 
first lady to have given a 
Commencement address 
at GW. Laura Bush spoke 
in 2006, and in 1994, then-
first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton addressed gradu-
ates on the White House 
Ellipse. u
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still seems far away.
“I am taking on 8 to 10 

percent of the cost of my 
education, and I haven’t 
thought about how I am go-
ing to pay those loans back,” 
Waldron said. “Guess we’ll 
figure that out when I get 
there.”

Waldron’s father Patrick 
said although their finan-
cial situation has improved, 
the family still had to make 
other changes to help pay 
for their children’s college 
tuition.

“Our investments have 
been dramatically reduced,” 
Patrick Waldron said. “Our 
aid was reduced a little and 
we tapped into our sav-
ings.” u
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to other schools besides 
GW. 

Pimentel said the com-
pany needed more time to 
roll out the new software.

“I didn’t think the up-
grade went well, but that 
happens,” he said. 

Pollok said the delay 
hasn’t been a huge problem 
for Tonic, but that it could 

become a bigger deal if un-
resolved.    

“It hasn’t been a big is-
sue for us but if it goes on 
much longer we will have 
to stop accepting GWorld,” 
Pollok said. “I’m guessing 
that other vendors have 
already stopped accepting 
GWorld.”       

Mino Sarano, owner of 
Café Tu-o-Tu in George-
town, said the cafe is owed 
roughly $1,000 and that it 
has been a “task” getting 
information from BBOne. 

Sarano said his last pay-
ment was August 20.        

Of the 15 vendors con-
tacted, only one – Froggy 
Bottom Pub – said BBOne 
informed the restaurant 
that payments would be de-
layed. The rest said neither 
the University nor BBOne 
made any attempts to con-
tact them and explain why 
payments would be de-
layed until late last week.

“No one ever told me 
that I wouldn’t be getting 
paid,” said Robert Golf-

man, owner of the Bambu 
Sushi Bar.

Pimentel said it was 
BBOne’s responsibility to 
connect with the owners of 
the restaurants but acknowl-
edged the difficulty in con-
tacting every restaurant.         

“During the Inaugura-
tion last winter, we had to 
contact all of our vendors... 
but getting ahold of the 
owners takes a lot of time,” 
Pimentel said. “It is almost 
impossible to get a hold of 
everyone.” u
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“We’re going through 
the process of talking to the 
community and discussing 
what the new campus plan, 
that will sort of take over, 
will include,” O’Neil said. 
“The reason that we’re do-
ing it just a tad bit earlier 
than one might is because 
we’re hoping to gain ap-
proval for the new campus 
plan next summer instead 
of in December.”

O’Neil said by gaining 
approval for the new cam-
pus plan over the summer, 
the University can start 
turning Ames Hall into an 
academic facility by the 
fall. 

Student services and 
dining options that were 
once housed in Ames Hall 
will be moved into Pelham 
Hall – which is currently 
under renovation and will 
open in the fall of 2010 – 
to allow the University to 
change the building’s in-
tended use.

As part of its develop-
ment of Mount Vernon, the 
University is required by the 
D.C. government to submit a 
campus plan so community 
neighbors can better visual-
ize what the school’s impact 
will be to the area. The Uni-
versity hopes to take this 

opportunity to redesign the 
way the campus operates. 
Proposed additions include 
four new academic build-
ings, one new residence hall 
and a new sports and recre-
ation facility.

Community members 
who live around Mount Ver-
non, though, have concerns 
about the proposed campus 
plan. Some neighborhood 
residents voiced worries 
at a community meeting 
Thursday night that campus 
changes may cause addi-
tional traffic and overcrowd 
the campus.

To alleviate some of the 
community members' con-
cerns, O’Neil said that part 
of the campus plan calls 
for access to the campus' W 
Street to be restricted only 
to pedestrians and emer-
gency vehicles. The idea be-
hind closure of the entrance 
is intended to regulate traf-
fic flow on W Street and 
Foxhall Road as well as es-
tablish Whitehaven Drive as 
the focal entry point to the 
campus.

O’Neil and Univer-
sity officials said they do 
not have a definitive es-
timate for the number of 
students that could be ex-
pected to live and study 
at the campus under this 
new plan.

-Amy D'Onofrio contributed 
to this report.
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Check out the new blogs

blogs.gwhatchet.com
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Hundreds of students, staff and alum-
ni gathered Friday evening in University 
Yard for a candlelit vigil and memorial in 
honor of those who died in the 9/11 at-
tacks.

The vigil began with an opening 
prayer from Father Greg Shaffer of the 
Newman Catholic Student Center, which 
was followed by the lighting of nine can-
dles on stage, the number of alumni GW 
lost in the attacks. The GW Troubadours 
also delivered a performance in front of a 
silent crowd.

Assistant Vice President of Student 
and Academic Support Services Helen 
Cannaday Saulny spoke at the event and 
recalled the moment she first learned of 
the attacks eight years ago.

“I was driving to campus and heard it 
over the radio,” she said. She also called 
on the audience to understand the les-
sons learned from 9/11.

“Out of ashes and smoke emerged 
unity, compassion and action. Today, we 
stand united as a university and a na-
tion,” she said.

Freshman Allison Latham said of 
9/11, “It made me more aware and more 
involved in world events and interna-
tional affairs.”

Freshman Lauren Gleason added, “I 
remember being so struck by the loss…

and everyone in the nation for once 
agreed on something. I went to the vigil 
to remember those who died.”

– Jonathan Fenech

Community remembers 
9/11 attacks

miChelle rattiNger | assistaNtt photo editor
An attendee holds a candle at the University's  
9/11 vigil Friday evening in University Yard. The 
event marked the eighth anniversaryof 9/11.



**Two-bedroom newly-
remodeled condo in 
Foggy Bottom. Walk to 
campus! Available imme-
diately! New carpet, new 
paint, new bathrooms, 
new HVAC, new washer/
dryer. Comes partially fur-
nished with leather sofa-
bed, big-screen TV, DVD, 
microwave, etc. Security 
desk. Call Josh @ 202-
309-5895.**

$1,475.00- 2 Bedroom/
All Utilities Included-Short 
commute to The George 

Washington University 
Campus. Walking dis-
tance to (Court House) 
Metrorail. Also, minutes 
to Metrobus, an easy 
commute on the (3Y)-The 
rate includes all utilities 
and parking. Hardwood 
floors, gas cooking and 
close to shopping. Nice 
spacious apartments in a 
tranquil Courtyard setting. 
Call- (703) 527-Website: 
fortstrong.com

Skydive! One Day First 
Jumps! 
22 jumper airplane goes 

to 13,500' Gift 
Certificates! www.skydi-
veorange.com (540) 943-
6587

Fed Agency seeks stu-
dent to scan and post to
website. Hourly pay range 
$12.75 – $26.47 per
hour. Send resumes 
marked “Part-Time 
Student
Office Assistant” via email 
to
employment@cftc.gov.

Copy Editor for The 
Southwester, a local 
volunteer newspaper in 
SW DC. Only about 10 
hours of work per month 
required. Can be done 
from home. Good spell-
ing, grammar, and edit-
ing skills required. Perks: 
free Nationals Baseball 
Tickets, restaurant meals, 
free receptions... A 
great way to boost your 
resume.
Call Glenn at 202 276 
9404 or email thesouth-
wester@yahoo.com

KAZ SUSHI BISTRO, con-
veniently located near GW 
Campus, is looking for a 
part time host/ hostess. 
Great job for students. 

Experienced candidates 
please call or stop by the 
restaurant between 2:30 
pm - 3:30pm, Monday 
- Friday, and speak with 
Fernando. 1915 "I" St., 
NW / 202.530.5500

Co-lead a classroom of 
10-15 elementary school 
students. Use federal 
work study or volunteer 
while gaining valuable 

teaching and leadership 
skills. Make a difference
in the life of a child 
and become a Heads 
Up tutor! Email mney@
headsup-dc.org for infor-
mation.

Movie Extras, Actors, 
Models Wanted - Up to 
$300/day! All Looks 
Needed! Call NOW 1-800-
458-9303

 

Looking to hire a student
in the Department of 
Speech and Hearing 
Science to serve as a 
part-time "shadow" or 
facilitator for my son in 
preschool. The school is 
located a few blocks from 
GW and the hours are 
flexible. Please contact 
(202) 403-7147 if inter-
ested.

Student 
HouSing

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Intense

enthusiasm
5 Townshend of

the Who
9 Stock

exchanges:
Abbr.

13 Divaʼs solo
14 Praise highly
16 All over again
17 Examiner of

heart and life
lines

19 “Look twice
before crossing,”
e.g.

20 Soothing
ointment

21 Partitioned-off
work space

23 N.B.A. official
26 Fishnet stocking

material
28 Halloween

purchases
29 Left the building
31 Attractiveness
33 Sheets,

pillowcases, etc.
34 Look of disdain

35 Beings from out
of this world, in
brief

38 Pond organism
39 Student at the

Citadel
40 Border on
41 “___-haw!”

(western riderʼs
cry)

42 Tableware
inspired by
Scandinavian
design

43 Sporty Mazda
44 Call on the

carpet
46 Pirate support,

stereotypically
47 Iridescent gems
48 Feds who catch

counterfeiters
50 Golfer Trevino
51 Enduring literary

work
53 The Runninʼ

Rebels of the
N.C.A.A.

55 Came to earth
56 Small bottle in a

purse
61 ___ qua non

62 Persona non
___

63 Tennis champ
Arthur

64 Four: Prefix
65 First Best Actor

winner Jannings
66 Billet-___ (love

letter)

Down
1 Hit with high

voltage
2 Chapter in

history
3 Feel sick
4 Gentle creature
5 Skinned, as

potatoes
6 Midterms and

finals
7 Tiny bit
8 Basic util.
9 Actress Tomei
10 Slow pitch with a

little spin
11 Spills the beans
12 ___ʼ Pea

(Popeyeʼs boy)
15 Louis

Armstrongʼs
instrument

18 Japanese
noodle dish

22 1930s boxing
champ Max

23 Race with
batons

24 Napoleon, on
Elba

25 Messy art
medium for kids

27 Phone part … or
a title for this
puzzle?

30 What the Hatter
and the March
Hare drank

32 Sneak preview
34 Sent to the

bottom
36 Private pupil

37 Where a 51-
Down performs

39 Producing as a
result

40 Insurance giant
in 2009 news

42 Two-base hits:
Abbr.

43 ___ Park
(Edisonʼs lab
site)

45 Egg-dyeing time
46 Someone from

whom you might
collect exotic
stamps

47 One-toothed
dragon of old
childrenʼs TV

49 Prefix with
vitamin

51 See 37-Down

52 Give a darn
54 Prince called

“the Impaler,”
who was the
inspiration for
Dracula

57 “___ the Walrus”
58 Equal: Prefix
59 Moo ___ pork
60 Evil spell

Puzzle by Paula Gamache
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Across
1 “The loneliest

guy in town”
16 “Hold on”
17 Handles things

evenhandedly
18 Important part

for a jig
19 Cracker shapes
20 Substitute

acquired by
about half a
million people a
year: Abbr.

21 Representative
23 Scale start
24 ___ Fein
25 “The Bridge on

the River Kwai”
setting

26 City where
Einstein
developed his
special theory of
relativity

27 Vinegar: Prefix
28 More

fashionable

30 Sudden light
seen through the
clouds

32 Catch-22
34 1970s-ʼ80s

sitcom setting
35 Using high-flown

language
39 “Mother of the

believers”
43 “Bonne ___!”

(French cry on
January 1)

44 Undershirt, in
Britain

46 “Youʼre putting
___!”

47 Office stamp
48 “Say ___” (1940

Glenn Miller hit)
49 Ones in control

of their faculties?
50 “___ Girl Like

You Loved a Boy
Like Me”

51 Mount from
which people
can see far
away

53 Company that
makes
Styrofoam

54 Viking stories,
e.g.

57 Took flak for
something one
said, say

58 Bedazzlement

Down
1 Maximum,

slangily
2 For whose

benefit “the
quality of mercy
is not strainʼd” in
Shakespeare

3 Capital of
Armenia

4 1979 nuclear
accident site:
Abbr.

5 Hunky-dory
6 Some raiders,

informally
7 Lodge
8 Charms
9

Businessman/en
tertainer who
was once mayor
of Bridgeport,
Conn.

10 “Behold ___
Horse” (William
Cooper book)

11 Targets of
remedies

12 Stephen of
“Stuck,” 2007

13 More itchy,
maybe

14 Balloonistsʼ
doings

15 Is unobliged to
22 Missing
24 “Beg pardon,” in

casual talk

26 Bric-a-___
27 Well
29 Iroquoian

language
31 All lined up
33 Fair place
35 Cut rinds, e.g.
36 30.48

centimeters

37 Something once
bundled with
Microsoft
products

38 Basutoland,
today

40 Navy service
41 Center of a roast
42 “Jeopardy!”

fodder
45 Dinahʼs avenger

in the Bible

48 1972
U.S./U.S.S.R.
pact

49 Ties 
51 Bank chains

hold them
52 Museo contents
55 Quaint letter

start

56 ___ kwon do

Puzzle by Manny Nosowsky
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Looking to hire a student
in the Department of 
Speech and Hearing 
Science to serve as a 
part-time "shadow" or 
facilitator for my son in 
preschool. The school is 
located a few blocks from 
GW and the hours are 
flexible. Please contact 
(202) 403-7147 if inter-
ested.

**Two-bedroom newly-
remodeled condo in 
Foggy Bottom. Walk to 
campus! Available imme-
diately! New carpet, new 
paint, new bathrooms, 
new HVAC, new washer/
dryer. Comes partially fur-
nished with leather sofa-
bed, big-screen TV, DVD, 
microwave, etc. Security 
desk. Call Josh @ 202-
309-5895.**



Sports
Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com H

Last Word:
“We should definitely win. No 
doubt about it.”

 - Women's soccer 
senior Misa Eiritz, on Friday's 

game at UMBC

In brIEf:

numbEr crunch:
The national ranking 
of the GW men's 
soccer team's Fri-
day opponent, Cali-
fornia. The Golden 
Bears defeated the 
Colonials 4-0 as 

part of the Cal Legacy Classic.
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Though the score of their 
game may suggest otherwise, 
the GW men’s soccer team’s trip 
to No. 11 California this week-
end was still beneficial in senior 
Andy Stadler’s eyes.

“Cal is 11th in the nation,” 
Stadler said of the Golden Bears 
team that beat the Colonials 
4-0 Friday in the 13th annual 
Cal Legacy Classic in Berkeley. 
“(Playing them) showed us what 
we need to work on.”

Though this was the first 

time GW had played California, 
Stadler said the team was pre-
pared for their opponents. The 
Golden Bears spent last weekend 
in the Washington area, splitting 
a pair of games at Georgetown 
and No. 7 Maryland, offering a 
chance for some GW players to 
catch a glimpse of their other-
wise unfamiliar foes.

“We certainly knew what 
they were like,” Stadler said.

The Colonials came out and 
put their knowledge to use im-
mediately, Stadler said, gaining 
an early upper hand and hang-
ing with their hosts for most of 
the game’s first half.

“For the first 15 minutes we 
dominated them,” the Hermann 
Trophy nominee said. At half-
time, GW trailed the nationally 
ranked Golden Bears by just one 
goal.

In the second half, Califor-
nia junior Andrew Wiedeman, 

who was also named to the Her-
mann Trophy watch list before 
the season, went about changing 
that. Having scored the Golden 
Bears’ first goal, Wiedeman set 
up teammate Jeff Cosgriff in the 
57th minute before adding a sec-
ond goal to his own tally. Five 
minutes later, California’s Tony 
Salciccia scored to give the game 
its 4-0 final.

The Colonials’ loss came de-
spite having a 5-3 advantage in 
corner kicks and collecting half 
as many fouls as the Golden 
Bears’ 10. GW managed eight 
shots in the game, with Stadler 
and sophomore Mike Burke 
leading the way with two apiece. 
Five of the shots came on goal, 
though all were turned away 
by California goalkeeper David 
Bingham.

Stadler said the travel aspect 
of the trip will help the team 
prepare for the road trips that 

await them later this season. The 
Colonials will play five consecu-
tive games away from Washing-
ton during a two-week span in 
October.

Besides that, the Colonials 
also got a nice meal during their 
West Coast swing. The team ar-
rived in California a day early 
and spent time at redshirt junior 
Scott Goossen’s San Francisco 
home before they took the field.

“We (ate) together as a team 
before the game, which was 
nice,” Stadler said.

Next the Colonials will host 
Longwood – a much more fa-
miliar opponent – Wednesday 
at the Mount Vernon Athletic 
Complex.

“We have played Longwood 
for three years,” he said. “We 
should be back and ready to 
score some goals and win.”

The game is scheduled for a 
4 p.m. start. u

annE WErnIkoff | assIstant photo EdItor
Robert Morris's Christy Baldesberger, right, dribbles past a challenge from GW's Adriana Moya in Friday's game. The two teams traded pairs of goals during regulation 
before Robert Morris pulled ahead for good in the 104th minute of action. GW is now 2-3-1 and is winless in their last three games.

chrIs grEgory | hatchEt staff photographEr
Sophomore Martin Liu represented Hong Kong in the 
Southeast Asian Cup in Thailand this summer.

For the second time in three 
games, the GW women’s soc-
cer team found itself in double 
overtime Friday against Robert 
Morris. Five days before, the Co-
lonials had outplayed Howard in 
nearly every facet of the game but 
nonetheless walked away with a 
draw for their efforts.

This time, however, in a more 
closely matched contest, they 
were not fortunate enough to 

walk away with so much as a neu-
tral result, allowing a goal shortly 
into the first overtime period and 
ultimately falling 3-2.

The game’s tight score was 
indicative of its hard-fought na-
ture, as both teams were whistled 
for 10 fouls, with a number of the 
Colonials (2-3-1) taking particu-
larly hard hits. Freshman Samie 
Cloutier took a blow to the face 
in the 56th minute that saw her 
leave the field. In the 70th minute, 
senior Emily Gower was also in-
jured when she took a hard fall, 
though she was eventually able to 
recover and continue playing.

“It was a very physical game,” 
senior Misa Eiritz said. “We were 
getting pushed around a little bit, 
but we handled it well.”

GW initially grabbed the lead 
in the 24th minute after a pass 
from the top of the box by fresh-

man Molly Bruh to teammate se-
nior Brittany Eger, who was then 
able knock the ball into the net for 
her third goal of the season. The 
Colonials kept their lead until the 
33rd minute, when Robert Mor-
ris’ Rachel Sebbens scored on a 
shot from the top corner of the 
box that brought the game to a tie 
that held through halftime.

The score remained knotted 
until a scramble left the Robert 
Morris goal clear for an easy shot 
from Eiritz in the 59th minute. Fif-
teen minutes later Sebbens scored 
again to equalize the score.

The game would finally be 
decided at just over the game’s 
103-minute mark, when Robert 
Morris’ Jess Sharik sneaked a pass 
behind GW goalkeeper Lindsey 
Rowe that Ayana Davis put in to 
break the tie, putting Robert Mor-
ris ahead for good.

While the defeat was a dis-
appointing result, the Colonials 
were not let down with their per-
formance on the field.

“We had a game goal going 
onto the field and we accom-
plished our game goal,” Eiritz 
said.

Head coach Tanya Vogel also 
remained optimistic despite the 
loss.

“It was disappointing, but we 
need to focus on the game plan” 
of qualifying for the Atlantic 10 
postseason, she said. “Although 
disappointing, (Tuesday’s loss) 
doesn’t affect us going forward.”

The Colonials will travel to 
Baltimore for a game with UMBC 
Friday at 7 p.m. Eiritz said the 
team is very confident upon head-
ing into the matchup.

“We should definitely win,” 
she said. “No doubt about it.” u

by brIttany ashEnfELtEr  
Hatchet Reporter

GW allows crucial 
score in game's 
104th minute

This summer, sophomore 
Martin Liu went on a vacation 
that eventually took him to the 
place he cherishes the most: the 
golf course.

After visiting friends in 
Europe and working for a 
chemical company in his na-
tive China, Liu returned to the 
Hong Kong men’s team, which 
he initially joined at age 16, after 
being a standout in the local ju-
nior league.

With his second year on 
GW’s golf team approaching, 
Liu looked to take advantage of 
his spot on Hong Kong’s team 
to get back into season form. 
Although he shot a few strokes 
over par at the Southeast Asian 
Cup in Thailand, Liu saw the 
positives in taking his clubs off 
the shelf early.

“It was a really good warm-
up,” he said in an interview this 
week. “I think it was a good for-
mal tournament for me to start 
the season.”

Yet the event was more than 

simply a tuneup for GW, as it 
featured some of the region’s 
strongest competition.

“Basically the best players 
representing the countries of 
Southeast Asia are there,” he 
added.

Though Liu did not place in 
the tournament and did not play 
up to his expectations, he said he 
still feels a lot more comfortable 
going into the fall season.

He attributes his perfor-
mance, at least in part, to his 
lack of practice during the sum-
mer. Both the fall and spring 
seasons are long and can take a 
toll on a golfer. Thus, Liu decid-
ed to take it easy at the begin-
ning of the summer, enjoying 
himself on his trip through Eu-
rope. With the offseason over, 
however, Liu said he intends to 
step it up this year and become 
an intricate and consistent part 
of the GW golf team.

Liu said that, as a freshman 
last year, his preoccupation with 
adjusting to academics hin-
dered his performance on the 
links. Now, after having a year 
under his belt and working on 

his game, he is setting the bar 
much higher for himself. His 
main objective is to qualify for 
every tournament, something 
he did not achieve last year.

Doing so would provide 
the next chapter in a life-long 
love of golf that began for Liu at 
age three. After playing through 
his youth and graduating high 
school, he took a year off to play 
full-time for Hong Kong, put-
ting his aspirations of attending 
college in the U.S. aside for the 
time being.

Eventually, however, he be-
gan to pursue a higher education 
stateside and look for schools 
that offered the opportunity to 
learn and play at the same time. 
Liu then got into contact with 
former GW golf coach Scott Al-
len and decided he wanted to be 
a Colonial. He received a partial 
athletic scholarship, allowing 
him to parlay his love of sports 
into a part of his higher educa-
tion experience.

“I don’t think I would want 
not to play golf in college,” he 
said. “I would lose a part of 
me.” u

Golfer hits links in southeast Asia
GW's Liu spent summer with Hong Kong team 

by rEId davEnport  
Hatchet Reporter  

M. soccer loses in weekend out west
Colonials fall 
4-0 to No. 11 
California
by mIchELLE broWn  
Hatchet Reporter  

voLLEybaLL goEs 2-1
The GW women's volleyball team 

won two of its three games at this 
weekend's Villanova Invitational to 
improve their record to 5-4.

The Colonials narrowly knocked 
off Princeton Friday in their first con-
test at the event, rallying to win 3-2 
after dropping the match's opening 
two sets. The match lasted more 
than two hours and the third set 
alone included 21 ties and 10 lead 
changes.

Saturday saw GW split its two 
decisions, defeating UMBC 3-1 before 
falling to host Villanova by the same 
score to end the weekend.

Women's soccer loses on late goal 

goLf fInIshEs sIxth
Led by senior Cole Turner and 

junior Brendan Barrack, GW's men's 
golf team placed sixth among 17 teams 
at this weekend's Navy Open in An-
napolis, Md.

Turner and Barrack each shot four 
over par for the two-day event, tying 
them for 19th among the 91 individual 
players. Junior Tyler Wendelken shot 
five above par.

The Colonials finished highest 
among Atlantic 10 teams, with Saint 
Joseph's, Temple and La Salle finishing 
seventh, eleventh and seventeenth, 
respectively.

WatEr poLo drops fIvE
The GW men's water polo team 

was swept in this weekend's two-day, 
four-game Princeton Invitational in 
Princeton, N.J.

After beginning the weekend 
with a 12-7 loss to Harvard Saturday, 
the Colonials headed to overtime 
against Fordham before ultimately 
falling 10-9.

Sunday's action was not any more 
favorable for GW, as the team fell to 
MIT and No. 16 Santa Clara by scores 
of 10-7 and 11-7, respectively.

The Colonials also lost 15-4 to 
No. 13 UC-San Diego Friday in An-
napolis, Md.

hogan, stErn fInIsh In 
top 20 at navy InvItE

Senior Megan Hogan and junior 
Jessica Stern finished in 17th and 18th 
place, respectively, at Saturday's 
Navy Invite in Annapolis, Md.

Hogan finished the 6-kilome-
ter race with a time of 23:37, one 
second ahead of Stern. The GW 
women's cross country team fin-
ished fifth at the eight-team event, 
while the men's cross country team 
did the same on their side of the 
competition.

Senior Dan Cartica paced the 
Colonials on the men's side with a 
26:00.20 mark in the 8-kilometer 
run, good for 22nd place.
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