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Law school plans
for new building

Demonstration

New structure
would house
classrooms, parking
by Caitie daw
Hatchet Reporter

Francis Rivera | Hatchet photographer

Members of the GW College Democrats marched to and rallied in front of the White House Friday to show support
for health care reform and the public option. SEE STORY PAGE 8

University administrators are
discussing development plans
for a new, $31 million law school
building and garage on the Foggy
Bottom campus, officials said last
week.
The building would add classroom space for the law school
and feature below-ground parking, which will be a treasured
commodity once the University
parking garage is demolished as
planned in the University's 20year campus plan, said Alicia
O’Neil, senior associate vice president for operations.
A feasibility study for the
building – which is slated to be
built on Square 103, located between 20th and 21st streets and F

and G streets – will be conducted
throughout the year, O'Neil said.
Nearly $25 million is to be
allocated for “five below-grade
levels, four of which will be used
for parking” for the new development site, according to the University’s Capital Budget.
“The additional parking spaces would provide the University
with on-campus parking to help
offset the parking that we will
lose as the result of the anticipated demolition of the University
Parking Garage for the construction of the Science and Engineering Complex,” O’Neil said.
Proposed classroom space
would be located on an aboveground building at the site of the
new parking garage, O’Neil said.
The estimated cost of the
buildout is $6 million and will be
funded by the law school according to the Budget.
“[Square 103] is an evolving
discussion of space needs,” law
school Dean Fred Lawrence said.
More classroom space would

See LAW: Page 5

Student loan default rate doubles McFadden's resident
GW percentage still
far lower than
national average

FACTFILE
1.2 percent
GW students repaying federal
loans who defaulted in 2007

by Bryan Han
Senior Staff Writer
The federal loan default rate
for GW students doubled from
2006 to 2007, but remains far short
of the national average, according
to statistics from the Department
of Education.
The University’s official student default rate in 2007 was 1.2
percent, more than double the 0.5
percent who defaulted in 2006.
Over the same period, the national
average increased from 5.2 percent
to 6.7 percent the following year.
Dan Small, executive director
of the Office of Student Financial Assistance, said that though
the jump was concerning at first,

6.7 percent
The national federal default
average
38
Total number of GW students who
defaulted in 2007
the doubling of the University’s
default rate only represented a
handful of extra defaulters because fewer students were repaying loans. Only 30 GW students
defaulted in 2006 and 38 in 2007.
“For the past several years the
default rate has ranged from as
low as 0.2 percent to 0.9 percent,”

party-starter

Small said in an e-mail. “When I
saw this year’s figure [it] was a
little concern but further looking at the numbers GW students
know they have a responsibility in
paying their loans and they take it
seriously, even in these economic
times.”
The default rate only includes
federal loans like Stafford Loans
and is calculated by fiscal year.
That means the most recent rate
was calculated using students
who entered repayment from Oct.
1, 2006 to Sept. 29, 2007 and those
who defaulted from Oct. 1, 2007 to
Sept. 29, 2008.
Defaulting affects students’
credit history and credit score negatively, Small said, but the damage
can be managed effectively.
“Those students we speak to,
we advise them to make minimum
payments, or seek forbearance,
speak to a lender... Most students
do find by speaking with the aid
officer most are able to keep their

See DEFAULT: Page 5

Action returns to Smith Center
First game in
renovated building
played Friday

Anne wernikoff | assistant photo editor

Dior Toney, an alumnus, is paid to be the life of the party at McFadden's Bar and
Grill. The former GW basketball player is known as the minister of hospitality.

by Dan Greene
Sports Editor
After being largely unused for nearly seven months
due to ongoing renovations,
the Smith Center reopened its
doors this weekend, hosting a
pair of volleyball games and
offering alumni a chance to
tour the new facilities for the
first time.
Friday’s volleyball victory
was the arena’s first official
athletic competition since the
men’s basketball team’s final
home game March 7. The volleyball contest offered many
students their first glimpse at
the new court and an opportunity to sit in the new, backed
seating that has replaced the
bleachers along the arena’s
north side.
“It has a much more professional feel,” junior Scott Trocchia said. “It looks fresher.”
An announced crowd of
551 came to see Friday’s game
– the fifth largest in GW volleyball history – and many were
abuzz with talk of the familiar
building’s new look.
“You could see it on the faces of the student-athletes, on
the faces of the alumni athletes

Colonials run,
mingle with
fans

Men's basketball
team runs around
Reflecting Pool
and hosts barbecue with fans.
• Page 10

SPORTS

Dior Toney makes sure the fun doesn't stop
by Hadas Gold
Life Editor

Marie mcgrory | Hatchet Photographer

Renovations to the Smith Center include a new swimming pool, as well
as new locker rooms, seating areas, and a new basketball court.
and on the faces of the parents
and administrators,” Assistant
Director of Athletics for Facilities Jason Wilson said. “It’s really a spectacular night.”
While the court, lighting
and seats are all new, many of
the renovations took place on
the building’s interior, such as
the revamped workout areas,
locker rooms, swimming pool,
sports medicine room and academic facilities.
Women’s basketball head
coach Mike Bozeman and
men’s basketball head coach
Karl Hobbs each spoke to the
alumni at Saturday’s tour
event. Bozeman praised the
new amenities as “top-notch,”

while
Hobbs
commended
University President Steven
Knapp’s dedication to the project and cited the new academic
center as one of the renovation’s highlights.
“It’s going to give us an opportunity so we can compete
with the rest of the league,”
Hobbs said.
Yet it is more than just the
basketball programs that will
reap the benefits of a renovated Smith Center. Most of the
renovations will be of use to
all GW sports teams, many of
whom will have a locker room
of their own for the first time.

See SMITH: Page 5

OPINIONS

Fight the flu hysteria
Alex Shoucair writes about the University's overzealous
response to swine flu. • Page 4

ARTS

Popping the question
Some GW couples are getting engaged before getting
their diplomas. • Page 7

Pulitzer Prize
winner tackles
economic issues
Washington Post
columnist Steven
Pearlstein speaks
about global issues
at the Elliott School
Friday. • Page 3

He stands on the bar in a
tie and dark Converse sneakers,
swinging bottles of whiskey and
dancing with girls. His yellow
glasses – without the lenses, of
course – and baseball cap tilted
up and to the side make him look
like Steve Urkel, gone cool.
He is singing at the top of his
lungs and handing out shots to
whoever wants them. He is the
life of the party. It's his job.
He is McFadden’s Bar and
Grill's minister of hospitality, GW
alumnus Dior Toney.
By day, he works with children at an extended day program,
helping them with homework
and leading activities. By night,
he pours whiskey into patrons’
mouths and pulls them up on the
bar to dance with him. It is not
hard to describe his job.
“I just come to throw the party,” Toney says.
While his gig uses none of
the fine arts skills he acquired as
an undergraduate, Toney says it
showcases his best asset – his per-

NEWS

sonality.
“I love it, I mean it’s pretty
much me. I really don’t have to
work – I just go in and be myself,”
he says.
Toney’s duties involve organizing
McFadden’s
Lucky
Charms – the scantily clad girls
in knee socks and short shorts –
coordinating with the DJs to run
gimmicks, and, maybe most importantly, just getting people to
let loose.
“He’s the ring leader for the
night,” says Heather Elms, one of
Toney’s managers.
No matter the reaction of patrons, Toney keeps working until
he is sure everyone is enjoying
themselves.
“I just walk up to anybody and
just start talking, and if I see that
people are kind of iffy, I’ll just say,
‘Hey, let’s get free shots,’” he says.
“No one turns down free shots.”
Even before he graduated from
GW in 2007, Toney was a McFadden’s regular. After a while, he
asked for a job and started barbacking until the general manager

See DIOR: Page 5

NEWS

GW law school trims part-time admissions
Dean tells alumni the move was due to recent drop in
U.S. News ranking. • Page 6
Student organizations set to receive allocations
Student Association plans to dole out $380,000 on
Tuesday. • Page 3
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Gelman receives
grant for digitization

The Gelman Library System was
awarded a $400,000 grant to digitize its
special collection of literature on the
Middle East, a library administrator
said last week.
Gelman holds a joint collection of
Middle Eastern works with Georgetown’s Lauinger Library. Both libraries
will work together to digitize the collection, said Martha Whittaker, head of
technical services at Gelman.
“We are delighted. It is a significant
amount of money, we hope that these
somewhat inaccessible collections will
be accessible to interested scholars and
students worldwide,” Whittaker said.
Whittaker said administrators at
Gelman applied for the grant in June
of 2008, adding that the collection of
Middle East works amasses more than
2,500 volumes.
“It is various collections held in
special collections, in the Middle East
and Judea collections of both Gelman
and Georgetown,” Whittaker said.
Gelman and Lauinger received the
grant from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, a federal agency that
creates grants. The project, which the
libraries have titled “Cultural Imaginings: The Creation of the Arab World in
the Western Mind,” will cost a total of
$1.6 million.
The cost of the project will go toward buying high-end technical equipment to digitize the collection, Whittaker said.
The digitization will be a two-year
process and employ the work of students and library staff of both libraries.
Staff from Gelman’s special collections
will do the bulk of the work, Whittaker
said. 		

-Elizabeth Hay

Corrections

Marie Mcgrory | Hatchet Photographer

Endre Nyitria, bass, and Roy Hill, viola, play in front of School Without Walls - where Hill’s daughter is a student - on Thursday morning.

Calendar
Monday

The War in Afghanistan: Prospects
and Challenges
A distinguished panel will discuss the
security challenges from the war in
Afghanistan. RSVP required.
Elliott School Lindner Family Commons |
3 to 5 p.m.

In the article "GW veterans' tuition
payments delayed" (Oct. 1, p. 1), The
Hatchet erroneously attributed that three
student veterans received emergency
loans to Linda Brown. Andrew Sonn provided the information.

Multimedia

The photo for the article "Yeah Yeah
Yeahs are hot, hot, hot" (Oct. 1, p. 7) was
not taken by Emily Katz. The photo was
provided by London Venturelli.

Alumni Weekend
A recap of the dozens of events
that took place this weekend.

Slideshow

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Flu kit giveaway

David Sedaris to speak at Lisner

Stay healthy during the flu
season with a free flu kit.

Listen to renowned comedic author
and commentator David Sedaris
speak. Tickets cost $20, $15 with
GWorld.
Lisner Auditorium | 8 p.m.

Thurston Hall Lobby | 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.

web extra

Digging for Dinos
Professor James Clark spoke to alumni
about his research in China.

audio slideshow

Wacky Wednesday: LGBT
Resource Center
Watch “Milk” and learn about the
rise of Harvey Milk, the first openly
gay man elected to public office.
Mount Vernon Pub |
9 to 11 p.m.

Smith Center renovations
The newly revamped arena opened its
doors for alumni tours this weekend.
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Journalist tackles economic issues Hard times change
plans for alums

Columnist gives
global talk at
Elliott School

Grads find
success with
own PR firms

by Matt Rist
Senior Staff Writer
Pulitzer
Prize-winning
Washington Post columnist
Steven Pearlstein tried to get to
the bottom of global economic
issues in a lecture at the Elliott
School of International Affairs
Friday afternoon.
Pearlstein was invited by
GW’s Institute for International Economic Policy to present
a lecture aimed at questioning
how much more work is necessary to mend global economic
troubles. Pearlstein’s 30-minute lecture was ripe with anecdotes and had the crowd of
approximately 100 students
and alumni engaged in the discussion.
He opened the lecture by
asking the audience how they
thought international economics had been implicated "as the
cause of the recent financial
crisis and the global economic
downturn."
After allowing the audience
to discuss the question, Pearlstein said he thought America’s
culture seriously contributed to
the global downturn.
“We could blame the economists, but there is another
way to think about it,” Pearlstein said. “That the richest
country in the world lived seriously beyond its means for 10,
15, 20 years and if this country
were any other country in the
world that would not have
been allowed to exist.”
Event organizer Kyle
Renner, executive assistant to
the Institute for National Economic Policy, said Pearlstein’s
speech was placed on the
Alumni Weekend calendar be-

by Rachel Barker	
Hatchet Staff Writer

Marie Mcgrory | hatchet photographer

Steven Pearlstein addresses the audience at a lecture sponsored by GW's Institute for International
Economic Policy.
cause the topic was relevant to
both alumni and students.
“It’s obviously a timely
topic,” Renner said. “Alumni
want to make sure the University is doing well and current students want to make
sure they are going to get a job
based on the education they
receive.”
Pearlstein placed much of
the blame for economic problems on forms of what he called
currency inflation, expressing
the idea that the American
dollar is the reserve currency
and that its value didn’t adjust
properly because of outside intervention.
“Our currency didn’t go
down because people didn’t
want it to go down,” Pearlstein
said. “They wanted to sell us
stuff and they sold it to us, and
then basically lent us the mon-

ey to buy it. They kept it going
year after year after year, creating this great bubble. It seemed
great, but it was a mirage.”
Despite the seriousness of
the topic, Pearlstein peppered
his lecture with comments that
drew laughs from the crowd.
“I’m not an economist,”
Pearlstein said at one point in
the speech. “I just play one on
TV, I’ve never even taken an
economics course.”
Elliott School senior Nick
Stulck said Pearlstein’s speech
was informative and that he
was glad to be able to see a Pulitzer Prize-winning writer on
campus.
“He has a very good narrative,” Stulck said. “He got into
a lot of details that are often
missed.”
Pearlstein offered his
views for the future, saying

that, although governments
have taken actions to keep the
economic downturn in control,
a long-term solution may not
be in place to keep economic
problems from coming up
again.
“We have succeeded in
using policy to keep this from
spinning out of control,” Pearlstein said. “We haven’t really
figured out a new place that we
can go to where we produce
roughly what we consume.”
Henry Yaniz, a GW alumnus who graduated in 1977,
said Pearlstein’s ideas made a
lot of common sense.
“You come away with the
sense that there’s probably not
enough sacrifice in the U.S.
and we’re looking for an easy
answer, for someone to solve
our problems and that’s not the
way,” Yaniz said. u

In the midst of one of the
most dismal job markets the
U.S. has seen in decades, several GW alumni have created
their own success.
Three recent alumni who
started public relations firms
in New York and Washington, D.C. say they are finding
success, despite an economic
climate that has decimated
companies from the multibillion dollar investment firm
Lehman Brothers to small,
independently-owned businesses across the country.
GW alumni Sarah Nelkin
and Tiffany Tabar said they
launched New York boutique
firm UpSpringPR in part because the economic downturn
dried up the entry-level jobs
they were seeking after graduation.
“It really had everything
to do with the economy,” Nelkin said.
The firm’s business model,
which charges clients on a performance basis, rather than
a monthly fee, is ideal for the
economic downturn because it
makes hiring a PR firm affordable, Tabar said.
“We wanted to give companies the opportunity to afford PR services,” Tabar said.
The firm currently has seven
clients.
Zach Cutler, a recent graduate who started The Cutler
Group in D.C., said the recession is benefiting his business

because companies that might
have turned to large, expensive firms in better economic
times are now more willing to
look at smaller firms.
Culter, who said his firm
currently has four clients, also
offers his clients fundraising,
event-planning and business
development, in addition to
PR services. This unique aspect, Culter said, has helped
his firm secure business.
With contacts and previous summer employment
experience, Cutler's entrepreneurial side kicked in and he
said the decision to start his
own firm made more sense
than searching for a job in corporate America.
“It’s really come together
beautifully in the last few
weeks,” Cutler said.
Despite these alumni’s success, the industry has not been
immune from the recession,
said Don Bates, a GW professor and founding director of
the master’s degree program
in strategic public relations at
the Graduate School of Political Management.
“U.S. PR agency profitability dropped 20.8 percent this
past year to a four-year low,”
Bates said.
In order to find success in
the PR industry during the economic downturn, Bates said
publicists must be willing to hit
the pavement to find clients.
“Anyone entering the
public relations or public affairs consulting business
should work from a position
of strength,” Bates said in an
e-mail. “Don’t just put out a
shingle and think the business
will walk through the door.
You need a plan that begins
with an assessment of your
skills and abilities and what
you can provide clients.” u

Sigma Chi dedicates townhouse
Sans senators,
celebration
continues
by Drew Spence
Hatchet Reporter
marie mcGrory | hatchet photographer

Students enjoy hot dogs and hamburgers at the Colonial Impact
Group's first event, a barbecue in Kogan Plaza.

Spirit org hosts
Kogan barbecue
Kickoff event
draws more than
100 students
by Chelsea Radler	
Hatchet Reporter
A new student organization is on the lookout
for something that may
have been forgotten at GW
amidst internships and
extracurricular activities:
school spirit.
The Colonial Impact
Group, a new, spirit-driven
organization launched this
year by former Student Association Executive Vice
President Kyle Boyer, cohosted its first event – a
barbecue with live music in
Kogan Plaza – last Friday.
The group’s mission stems
from the need for a “group
that accentuates the strong
programming that already
exists within student life,
and channels that energy
toward school spirit,” according to a statement on
the CIG Web site.
CIG, which worked
with the Colonial Army to
throw last week’s event,
plans to co-host a series of
events with other student
organizations on the first
Friday of every month,
Boyer said.
Each event will be
themed after a different
city and will incorporate
as many other organizations and vendors as possible, he said. Next month’s
theme will be Boston.
This month's theme is
New York City. The Kogan
Plaza event offered free
hamburgers and hot dogs,
as well as music from an
unnamed blues and funk
band composed of GW students.

Members of CIG estimated that they had fed
more than 100 students by
6 p.m.
“People like music.
People like free food,”
Boyer said.
CIG has approximately
60 followers on its Twitter
page and 200 friends on
Facebook. The social media networks were used to
publicize the event, Boyer
said.

"People like
music. People like
free food."
KYLE BOYER
Founder, Colonial Impact
Group

Junior Patrick Cushing, who attended Friday’s event, said the spirit
groups on campus seem
“lack-luster."
“It comes down to the
individual level. You need
people who are excited
about school spirit to get
other people excited about
it,” Cushing said. "School
spirit has “been slipping”
for the past two years, he
said.
Boyer said he hopes the
recent renovation of the
Smith Center, the nucleus
of GW’s athletic department, will help increase
school spirit.
He also emphasized the
importance of collaboration.
“I don’t expect any one
group to change GW’s culture, but we want to do our
part. Every little bit helps,”
he said. u

Though a pair of U.S.
Senators failed to show up
as expected, GW’s chapter
of the Sigma Chi fraternity
formally dedicated its new
townhouse on Saturday.
Active brothers, alumni,
friends and members of the
fall 2009 pledge class attended the ceremony, which celebrated the acquisition of the
organization’s first official
house on campus since the
fraternity returned to campus in 2007.
“It’s just the beginning.
This house is a resource for
us, but it’s not going to define us,” Sigma Chi President
Chris Cafero said. “The state
of our chapter is strong. We
are stable and we are back.”
Sigma Chi alumni Sens.
Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., and
Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga., had
initially said they would attend the event, but the chapter learned late this week
that they would not be able
to make it. Instead, the Senators' offices sent along letters
of congratulations. Enzi is an
alumnus of GW’s Sigma Chi
Chapter.
Cafero addressed the
crowd assembled on the
lawn in front of the new
townhouse located at 22nd
and F streets, along with John
K. Forst, president of the Ep-

Michelle Rattigner | assistant photo editor

Sigma Chi Grand Trustee Bruce M. Casner (center) and President of the Epsilon Housing Trust, Inc.,
John K. Forst (right) present alumnus Nathan Neal with a Grand Counsel's citation to honor his years
of service.
silon Housing Trust, Inc. and
Bruce Casner, a grand trustee
on the Sigma Chi International Board of Trustees. Both
were instrumental in the conception of the new Sigma Chi
house, Cafero said.
Because of its past misconduct – the fraternity was
kicked off campus in 2000 for
bad behavior and financial
problems - the chapter had
to endure the examination
of the University administration, the national Sigma
Chi organization and even
the Internal Revenue Service
in order to re-establish itself
and its new house.

“No matter what came
at us, our alumni and our
brothers shook it off and
just stepped up. There were
many obstacles but they refused to let the chapter die,”
Cafero said. “We are very
confident with where we are
today and it’s also comforting and encouraging to look
toward the future.”
Alumni and friends of the
chapter all pooled together
their resources to help work
on the new house, Cafero
said. Michael Graves, a renowned architect and fellow
Sigma Chi brother, designed
the interior of the new build-

ing. Graves’ other work includes the Humana Building
in Kentucky and the International Finance Corporation
Building on Pennsylvania
Avenue.
The
dedication
also
came on the same day that
the chapter announced its
fall 2009 pledge class of new
members of the fraternity, the
largest class yet in the history
of the chapter.
“It’s been years of buildup. This is the final step in a
long process,” said Jason Lifton, executive vice president
of the Student Association
and chapter member. u

SA will vote on allocations Tuesday
Orgs will
receive nearly
$380,000
by Madeleine Morgenstern	
Hatchet Staff Writer
Student
organizations
are slated to receive nearly
$380,000 in initial allocation
funds - up $30,000 from last
year’s distribution - according to the Student Association’s allocations bill.
The SA Senate will approve the bill Tuesday night
during a regular body meeting. In 2008 students voted
to increase the student fee,
which gives the SA more than
$700,000 to distribute this
year, including initial allocations and co-sponsorships.
Student
organizations

can petition for more money
at Tuesday’s meeting, but
last year few groups that did
so were granted additional
funding.
Sen. Connor Walsh, U-At
Large, chair of the Finance
Committee, said he was satisfied with the final bill. The
committee will meet again
before Tuesday’s meeting to
“clean up” some things, but
Walsh said he doesn’t expect
any major changes.
“The votes have been
nearly unanimous throughout this entire process. I am
confident that a majority of
the Finance Committee supports the bill we submitted
to [Executive Vice President]
Jason Lifton,” Walsh said.
The College Republicans
and the College Democrats
– who have already brought
major speakers to campus
this year – are slated to receive $10,500, an increase of
$500 from last year.

The Student Bar Association is slated to receive
$64,050 this year if the bill
passes – up from $61,500 last
year. The Student Bar Association is one of ten “umbrella
organizations” that distribute money to related organizations below it.
Student
organizations
submitted allocations requests in September, when
they were asked to project
their costs of operation for
the school year. This bill includes only those costs, not
money for co-sponsorships
that the SA might provide
later this year.
Organizations were notified of their initial allocation
amount last Monday, and
given the opportunity to appeal the Finance Committee’s
decision.
Of the 231 organizations
covered in the bill, Walsh said
that six organizations came
to appeal on Monday and 18

appealed on Wednesday.
“We were fairly spot-on
on our initial assessment of
most student orgs,” Walsh
said. He added that the vast
majority of people who came
for a hearing were unfamiliar
with the allocations process.
“The conversation we
had was more the difference
between initial allocations
and co-sponsorships,” Walsh
said.
Tricia Reville, one of the
co-chairs for GW Women in
Business, said that her organization appealed the committee’s decision after receiving an allocation of only
$150.
“The process itself seems
to be fair,” Reville said.
“There are so many student
orgs and all of us think that
ours deserves all the funding
we ask for and naturally the
SA can’t deliver on that.” u
- Emily Cahn contributed
to this report

Opinions

Justin Guiffré
Opinions Editor
jguiffre@gwhatchet.com

Lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

H

October 5, 2009 w Page 4

Fight the flu hysteria

Staff Editorial
In need of more Knapp time
On Saturday, University President Steven Knapp held a “State of the University”
speech for visiting alumni. This event was a
great opportunity for graduates who wish to
have a sense of where their contributions will
help lead the University. In contrast, Knapp
has yet to provide the same understanding to
current students. This lack of expressed vision
is both symptomatic and demonstrative of a
presidency that faces a perceived disconnect
between the highest level of the administration and the student body.
Student perception of President Knapp,
specifically on the undergraduate level, is
characterized by a general lack of connection with our 16th president. He remains a
fairly invisible presence on campus; accounts
of personal and informal engagement with
students are few and far between. While student organizations can file a request with the
Office of the President for an appearance, it
should not necessarily be the responsibility
of student organizations to make sure that
his presence and support is felt. He has been
noticeably absent from student-run events on
campus, including this year’s Fall Fest – an
event which routinely brings together a large
number of students. This can lead students to
wonder: Does President Knapp understand
the student perspective?
For those events President Knapp does attend, he is often perceived as being too staged.
A large part of this perception calls into question the role of Knapp’s Chief of Staff, Barbara
Porter. While it is certainly understandable that
a university president would have aides, the
omnipresence of Porter has led to the perception of a layer between students and their school
president. It is easy to get the feeling that many
students have trouble connecting with Knapp.
Even more important than the fact that
students aren’t familiar with Knapp as a person is that they do not understand Knapp’s
vision for the University. Knapp says his vision is centered on sustainability, improved
research and dedication to public service,
among other objectives. These enumerated
points are good, but more student questions
loom. How is Knapp is working to make sure
a GW degree will be worth more in five years
than it is now? How do issues like community service fit into a GW student’s curriculum? Knapp said at Saturday’s alumni event
that GW is on track to be the top University
in D.C. in 10 years. Expressing that directly to
students would serve him well.
We understand that Knapp lives on campus and has attended some student events
this year, like move-in day and the Freshman
Day of Service. The Hatchet, though, has
spoken with more than 100 students about
Knapp’s visibility, and the sentiment is clear:
students desire a stronger connection with
their president.
The first step in doing so is to raise his
profile with students. While we by no means
want Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 2.0, it is important for any university president to be seen
around campus engaging students. The solution could be as simple as spending a spontaneous chunk of time in Kogan plaza, stopping
to talk to students in J Street, or having lunch
at Ivory Tower. Giving students the opportunity to relate with the University president in
line at Starbucks would go along way toward
improving the administration’s image. An occasional impromptu visit to student organization meetings would be a big improvement in
his efforts to connect with students, too.
President Knapp must also do more to
show he is tackling issues in students' lives. A
good example is academic advising. It is common knowledge that advising is a hot-button
issue for students, but little progress has been
made over the past few years. Students need
to see that the Office of the President has recognized a top student concern and is actively
working to provide a solution that applies to
students who are currently enrolled.
Finally, President Knapp must dissolve
the mystery surrounding his vision for GW.
It is time that he effectively communicate to
students where he wants to see GW at the
end of his term. Hosting a town hall meeting
like Saturday’s – but geared toward students,
rather than alumni – would be a vital step for
the health of this administration.
We make these suggestions as part of an
earnest desire to see the student body and the
administration develop a stronger relationship. Raising the priority of current student
concerns on his to-do list would go a long
way to do just that.

Quotable
“I just walk up to anybody and just
start talking, and if I see that people
are kind of iffy, I’ll just say, ‘Hey, let’s
get free shots.' ”
Dior Toney, on his job as minister of
hospitality at McFadden's Bar and Grill.

W

e are all
going
to
die. Slowly.
Painfully.
Unless, of course,
we use some of that conveniently placed “Fight the Flu”
hand-sanitizer in the lobby of the
buildings on campus. Perhaps I am
Alex Shoucair
the only one, but
has anyone else
Columnist
grown incredibly
weary of GW’s
anti-swine
flu
campaign? One has to wonder what kinds
of things this school could accomplish or
improve if the administration tackled all
problems with the same fervor, effort and
funding with which it has targeted the
H1N1 virus.
From the ubiquitous hand-sanitizer, to
the free (non-H1N1) flu vaccinations, to
blast e-mails, to posters on every square
inch of campus, the school is running a
full-court press against the perceived devastation that the formidable swine flu could
wreak. While such an initiative may have
seemed wise back in the spring when there
was an all-out fear over the pandemic, the
measures taken by the school now appear
to be overkill. At what point will the school
evaluate whether or not this extensive anti-flu campaign is worth both the money it

GW should show the same effort for other initiatives
as it has on swine flu
costs and the fear it incites?
Lost in all of the GW (and national) hysteria over swine flu
are the facts. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 97
percent of recent cases of influenza are of
the H1N1 variety,
suggesting that
it is largely unavoidable.
This might
sound ominous
until you consider the
CDC reported the "normal"
seasonal influenza hospitalizes
200,000 and kills around 36,000
people per year, meaning 18 percent
of hospitalizations. Then consider that at
the time of the CDC’s report, the U.S. had
seen about 10,000 swine flu hospitalizations and 936 deaths, about nine percent of
hospitalizations. When put into the proper
context, the threat seems far less potent
than one would assume after reading the
warning posters plastered across campus.
All of this has led some experts to
suggest that the most dangerous aspect of the H1N1 virus is actually the

hype and hysteria that surrounds it. A
major impact of the hype over swine flu,
and one that has affected GW, is that it has
caused patients to flood clinics, hospitals
and doctors’ offices. This puts a significant strain on health care providers. Even
the GW Student Health Service prefers patients to simply call the office rather than
physically visit, due to the overwhelming
number of patients it has been receiving.
Everyone needs to take a step back
and a deep breath, the administration included. H1N1 is no deadlier than the typical seasonal flu, and if I don't contract
the virus in the Marvin Center than I'll
just get it when I make my commute on
the Metro. GW’s sustained public service
campaign isn’t just annoying, it’s possibly dangerous. Its only usefulness at this
point is that it has provided students with
a convenient climate in which it is easier
to get out of classes and exams. That's
exactly why we as a student body need
to adopt a sense of responsibility and
reason in dealing with this issue while
the panic surrounding H1N1 dwindles.
In the meantime, I guess we should just
take advantage of the free hand-sanitizer
while we can.
-The writer, a Hatchet columnist, is a junior majoring in Asian studies.

Not feeling very Colonial
Time for GW to boost spirit programs on campus

I

n high school, I used to sit, anxious,
squirming in my chair for the 3:00 bell
to ring so I could go home and start
getting ready for the game.
This was every Friday night for me: I
would get in my uniform, go on the track
and cheer on the Brush Arcs as they led
our school to victory week after week.
And even when we didn’t win, you can
bet that I was still in my uniform cheering
for them as loud as I could.
I loved my high school. I supported
it in every way I could because it gave so
much to me: an education, opportunities,
friends and an undying sense of school
spirit. When I applied to GW I was hoping
for that same thing. But now, as I enter my
second year here, something has become
very apparent: there is no school spirit. Period. GW needs to establish a sense of community and school spirit if it ever wants its
students to be proud to bear its logo.
My friends and I sometimes sit around
and ask each other if we really belong
here – if we truly feel like Colonials. And
the answer is always a resounding, unanimous “no.” We don’t feel like Colonials.
I don’t feel like I belong to a strong student unit that supports me. It is this kind
of support that students need if there is to
be any sense of unity.
Students here don’t get to experience
that “hominess” that traditional campuses
have. Our campus is the city. The fact that we

are located in downtown Washington D.C.,
where people often work and not live, play
and not stay, gives the GW community much
more of a responsibility to provide that sense
of “home” for its students. It is only when
this happens that students will truly feel a
sense of belonging, that sense that every part
of their body is bleeding buff and blue.
How do we boost this feeling? That is
the grey area in this equation. What will
unite every student? Get a football team?
While this was the main source of school
spirit in high school and in most state
schools, it is probably not realistic here.
GW has long been known for its internships, not so much its athletics. Have more
functions on the
Vern? While a
Toby Lausin
smaller, more intimate atmosphere
would help, this
too is unrealistic as Mount Vernon can’t
possibly hold all 10,000 undergraduates
in attendance. So what do we do?
I propose a full GW spirit committee.
We do currently have a spirit program
with a mission statement that promises “to
involve students, staff, faculty and alumni in the excitement of student life.” But
frankly, this program doesn’t cut it as far
as uniting students. The entire program is
made up of the cheer team, the dance team
and our mascots.
GW’s other spirit-related group is the

Colonial Army. This is a full-fledged student organization that attends basketball
games to root on our team. While they
do try to hype up students for the games,
their domain doesn’t extend farther than
basketball. But the problem is not, in contrast to what so many writers before me
have written, about basketball. Does anyone really believe that higher attendance
in basketball games is what is going to
unify the whole school? Isn’t it a little pathetic to think that the general feeling of
the entire university lies on the ability of
one team? The problem is rooted so much
deeper than that.
What I am advocating is a good oldfashioned spirit team, like there used to
be in middle school. It would organize
events like “Buff and Blue Day,” where,
for example, all GW students dress in only
GW apparel, or class vs. class basketball
games where, say, sophomores and juniors
would go to the Smith Center and watch
their peers take on other grades.
As these events become traditions,
students would learn to love their school
and appreciate their class. This way, when
they graduate, they will look at the people
around them and feel quiet adoration, remembering the four years they spent together: living together, studying together
and rooting each other on.
-The writer is a sophomore majoring in
biological anthropology.

Letter to the Editor
A bad marketplace

I read Josh Akman’s “Surviving the LSAT” with great
fondness for when I took the
LSAT nearly four years ago. It’s
certainly a complicated, painstaking process, applying to law
school and all. I’d warn Josh, and
every other GW senior looking
to go to law school to seriously
reconsider. If you think taking
the LSAT was hard, you’re not
going to like what you find in
law school. And if you find law
school difficult, you’re really not
going to like looking for a job.
Unfortunately folks, the legal
market is probably the worst it’s
been in decades, and not all of
us are going to Harvard or Yale
(not that it matters anymore because even those folks are having a difficult time).
Before trying to delay the inevitable “real world,” seriously
consider the consequences of an

additional $100,000 in student
debt and the possibility of no
job as a result.
-Shamik Trivedi is a School of
Business ‘04 alumni.

A risky retake

While Josh Akman’s recent
LSAT column was insightful, it
was a bit misleading as he failed
to fully address the issue of taking the exam multiple times.
It’s true that taking it in December of your senior year puts
you at a disadvantage, but taking it once or twice junior year
and senior year, as he suggests,
is the worst thing you could
possibly do.
While some schools average your scores, they all see
ALL of your scores - they know
how many times you’ve taken
it. Anyone familiar with the
law school admissions process
knows that if you want to get

into a “good” school, top tier for
example, you really only have
one shot. Herein lies the true
issue prospective law students
struggle with: take it once and
live with those results or risk
being judged for a second stab
at a few extra points?
As a junior having taken the
LSAT last weekend as well (and
only intending to taking it the
one time) I feel the best advice
is to take a class that runs up
until just a few weeks before the
exam and if you feel really uncomfortable with your performance, cancel your score.
-Angelica Sabintsev is a junior
majoring in psychology.

Pick up your trash

It is ironic that students who
camped overnight to get tickets
to the Hillary Clinton and Robert Gates events left pizza boxes,
coffee cups, energy drink bottles

and cans all over the place, as
if the trash would disintegrate
into thin air. Multiple trash
cans were literally steps away.
How can GW students — who
I would guess are “into” stopping global warming, spreading
social justice and standing with
Hillary on anti-pollution — be
so disrespectful to the environment, fellow classmates and
GW janitors? Maybe it’s because
what they’re really into is celebrity and themselves.
As an elite school, GW
should do better to weed
these juveniles out during
the admissions process. Parents should do a better job of
teaching their misfits some
manners and respect. Finally,
students should help hold
their peers accountable. Pick
it up next time!
-Tyler Peterson is a first year
in MA International Affairs.
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LAW
from p. 1
give the law school more
freedom to determine class
sizes and offerings, Lawrence said.
“Decisions on course
class sizes in the past have
often been limited by architecture,” Lawrence said.
“The Law Learning Center
will allow such future decisions to be based on curricular needs and not on architecture.”
O’Neil added that because space is the primary
concern for law school administrators, talks of potentially using one of the
below-ground levels for
classroom space are in the
works.
“Classroom space for
the law school may also be
included on the first level
below-grade in this development, but more information will be available after
the study,” O’Neil said.
While the primary purpose of the site is to create
additional parking spaces
and classrooms, student
groups at the law school
will also benefit, Lawrence

DEFAULT
from p. 1
credit history intact and
complete payments on their
loans,” Small said.
Mark Kantrowitz, publisher of financial aid support Web site FinAid.org,
said a default rate of 1.2 is
excellent.
“You will find that’s very
good even for private nonprofit (schools),” he said,
“who are among the schools
that have the lowest default
rates.”
Schools in the District

SMITH
from p. 1
“It really feels like it’s
more than just basketball,
like they’re really embracing the whole athletic community,” Lauren Bernstein,
a 2004 alumna and former
GW gymnast, said. “It reminds me of when we used
to compete at Florida or
Georgia.”
After the renovations,
the Smith Center ’s lower
level now looks almost entirely different, with the
majority of rooms repur-

said.
“The space will feature
large and small classroom
space, but also will involve
new library spaces and areas for student groups and
student activities,” Lawrence said.
He added, “The Law
Learning Center will allow for student activities to
meet in the center of campus
rather in the space the law
school rents at 2029 K St.”
Although the project is
still in the development and
research stages, both the
law school and University
communities are supportive
of the anticipated project,
Lawrence said.
“The faculty and alumni
leadership that I have spoken with are very enthusiastic about this project, and
we at the law school are
very grateful for their support,” he said.
A total of $300,000,
taken from the 2009 Fiscal
Year Budget, will be used in
planning and development
studies for the project.
“The start of construction on this site is contingent
on a number of factors and
is still to be determined,”
O’Neil said. u

DIOR
from p. 1
offered him the newly created minister of hospitality
position in March 2008. He’s
been leading the party ever
since.
“He’s the best thing this
store has had in years,” bartender Tanner Smith says.
A Cleveland native,
Toney majored in fine arts
with a concentration in interior design, aspiring to be an
architect. He was a walk-on
member of the GW basketball team and still calls GW
basketball star Pops MensahBonsu, now an NBA player,
one of his best friends.
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Toney had a close relationship with his father, who
recently passed away. He
says his extroversion is genetic, and cites his father as
the source.
“[People] say that he was
the coolest dude ever and
that he threw parties – that
he was the life of the party,”
Toney says.
Toney says he spent
most of his weekends as a
kid with his family, not starting to drink until he got to
college. Growing up, he was
known to his family as Mr.
Wiggles.
“I’ve had energy my
whole life,” Toney says. “My
mom talks about when I
was in the womb she could

see me moving from side to
side.”
Now, when not working with children or at McFadden’s, Toney says he
likes to stay active playing
sports like flag football and
just goofing around with his
multiple groups of friends.
“I live life one day at
a time,” Toney says. “I always look for the positive in
things.”
Whether dancing on the
bar with 30 girls, running
around in a penguin suit or
spraying white smoke over
the crowd, Toney just makes
sure everyone is having a
good time.
“Dior is crazy, full of life.
It’s always a party when he

is here,” says junior Faith
King, a Lucky Charms promotions girl. “He just has
an electric personality so
he draws you to him... It
changes the entire mood
of the party when Dior is
here.”
The power of Toney’s
electricity may soon extend
beyond Foggy Bottom. With
a dozen McFadden’s franchises across the country,
word is the local sensation
may be sent to other locations to help them develop
their own minister of hospitality positions.
“I’m sure (Toney) will
be a staple with the company for a long time,” Elms
says.u

average a 4.3 percent rate,
while private institutions
nationwide average at 3.7
percent. Georgetown University’s default rate held
steady at 0.2 percent, while
American University’s default rate rose from 1.0 to 1.8
and Catholic University’s
doubled from 0.6 to 1.2.
Kantrowitz said the default rate was expected to
rise because of the bad economic climate. When the
unemployment rate rises,
he said, the default rate
also rises because students
find it harder to repay their
loans. u

posed.
“When it was done, I
was completely lost,” Devin
McCalla, a 2002 gymnastics
alumnus who now works as
the athletic department’s director of promotions, said.
“It was amazing to me just
to see how they were able to
use the space in a different
way.”
Bernstein said the renovated building gave her a
boost of pride toward her
alma mater.
“Everything
feels
a
lot bigger, like GW is really stepping up,” Bernstein
added. “It makes me proud
to be an athletic alumni.” u

For more than a century, The
Hatchet has been the GW
community's paper of record.
On October 5, 1904, The
Hatchet published its first
issue.

Happy
Birthday,
Hatchet.

105

years
and
going
strong.

Read more online...

www.gwhatchet.com
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At alumni event, Knapp SEAS celebrates 125 years
says
discusses future of Univ. Dean
complex is crucial
GW on track to be
top in D.C. in 10
years, Knapp says

for school's future
by Michelle Brown
Hatchet Reporter

by Philip Gardner	
Hatchet Reporter
University
President
Steven Knapp spoke with
veteran radio host Dick
Golden Saturday morning
in an event billed as a ”State
of the University” address
to alumni.
More than 100 people
listened to Knapp discuss
his vision for GW and the
school’s progress since he
took office in August 2007.
Golden, the special assistant
for broadcast operations and
University events, asked
Knapp about a wide range
of issues affecting the current student body, alumni
and the greater Washington
D.C. area.
“We’re on a trajectory to
be the most powerful and
significant university in the
nation’s capital," Knnapp
said of the University in 10
years.
Knapp said remaking
the University’s research
operation is key to success.
“In order to achieve
what George Washington
had in mind with this University we need to become
a world class research institution,” Knapp said. “GW
is aiming to bring together
both research and instruction in order to fulfill this
goal.”
Knapp also emphasized
making sure GW was proactively engaged with the local Foggy Bottom and D.C.
community.
“The University is really
establishing a tradition and
reputation for being a partner with public schools in
the District,” Knapp said.
Other issues raised during the discussion included
tuition affordability con-

Anne Wernikoff | assistant photo editor

University President Steven Knapp addresses GW's future Saturday
in Jack Morton Auditorium as part of Alumni Weekend.
cerns, the growing importance of service in the GW
community and environmental sustainability efforts
on the part of the University
– a topic that has drawn criticism from some members of
the Student Association Senate and also from conservative groups on campus.
Due to the recent economic
downturn
and
mounting nationwide unemployment, Knapp noted
the Career Center has been
working with not only students but also alumni to
help them find job opportunities.
Knapp commented that
it was “through our alumni
that GW really has its impact in the world,” and that
it was important to maintain
that connection.
The conversation also
included mention of the
University’s policy on fixed,
non-increasing tuition rates
for enrolled students, something Knapp said provided
“a benefit for families in this
period of uncertainty.”
Knapp kept the atmosphere light throughout
the conversation, noting
he was happy to have his
house across the street from
the “important University
historical site of Thurston

Hall,” saying that with the
addition of the Mount Vernon campus to the GW community “we have Georgetown surrounded,” and
stating during the discussion on sustainability that
his dog was “entirely made
of recyclable materials.”
Derik Perry, who graduated from the School of Business in 1989, said he was
pleased to hear Knapp mention the African-American
Alumni Advisory Board,
which he chairs. Knapp also
said he hopes to enhance
the sense of diversity on
campus. Joelle LaGuerre, a
graduate student the Graduate School of Education
and Human Development,
asked Knapp about the
University’s employee relations.
LaGuerre, who also
works as a senior training
specialist in the Department
of Employee Training and
Development on campus,
said she wanted Knapp to
take steps to make sure GW
was “a preeminent employer in the D.C. area.”
LaGuerre said she was
impressed by Knapp’s focus
on service at GW and said
“his value of community
and public service really
came through.”u

Celebrating the school’s
125th anniversary Thursday
afternoon, the dean of the
School of Engineering and
Applied Science said construction of the proposed
Science and Engineering
Complex is essential to the
program’s continued success.
Nearly 100 students and
faculty members gathered
on the lawn of Tompkins
Hall to eat cake and ice
cream, participate in trivia
questions and raffles and
listen to a speech by SEAS
Dean David Dolling.
“This is a very, very
special time for us,” Dolling said. “It’s not just our
125th anniversary, it is the
start of a new era for science
and engineering on the GW
campus.”
Dolling said the school
has come a long way since
its inception in 1888.
“We’ve gone from being a night school to being
a commuter school to what
is now a residential school,
and now we’re going to enter another transformation
here,” Dolling said, referring to the University’s plan
to build a new Science and
Engineering Complex.
The SEC, currently in
planning stages, is slated to
be built across from Tompkins Hall on H Street, on the
land that is now the University Parking Garage on 22nd
and I Streets. The project is
estimated to be the most
expensive in GW history,
and administrators have
said they think that government grants, revenue from
Square 54 and fundraising
will be the building’s primary sources of funding.
“We will have a lot more
modern class space, with

The GW Law School took
significantly fewer evening students this year in an attempt to
combat an eight-place drop in
the U.S. News and World Report Rankings, a school dean
told alumni on Friday.
Senior Associate Dean Greg
Maggs told about a dozen law
school alumni at “The State of
Law School” address that the
school’s fall from 20th to 28th
was caused mainly by an unannounced change in the way U.S.
News and World Report tracks
part-time law student GPAs.
“U.S. News, for the first
time, without giving us any notice, said they wanted to count
full-time and part-time students
mixed together,” Maggs said.
“Both our GPA and our LSAT
[scores] fell substantially from
previous years.”
Maggs said taking fewer
evening students was a shortterm solution to getting back up
the U.S. News Ranking.
“We’ve been able to address
that in a very simple way,”
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a lot more modern laboratories with shared equipment,” Dolling said. “We
will be able to configure
laboratories more for the era
in which things are computer-driven, rather than oldfashioned.”
Due to the interdisciplinary nature of scientific
research and engineering
and the hands-on nature of
most research today, GW
students will benefit from
the new learning space,
Dolling said.
“Twenty years [ago], a
lot of education was ‘listen
and learn.’ The students
were more passive. Nowadays, more students are
working in small groups
and teams, so we have gone
from ‘listen and learn’ to

"It’s not just our 125th
anniversary, it is the
start of a new era for
science and engineering
on the GW campus."
David Dolling
SEAS Dean

‘learn by participation,’ ”
Dolling said.
James Howard, assistant
vice president for Development and Alumni Relations
for SEAS, said he is also excited for the future of the
school.
“This is a very special
year for us. It’s great for the
engagement of our alumni,
with events on campus. So
many great things are going on, in the classroom and
[on] our Ashburn campus,”
Howard said.
Sophomore
Danielle
Barsky said the SEC would
make GW a more wellrounded school between
the humanities and science
programs.
“I think it would be beneficial to the science and
engineering programs and
give GW more recognition
for the sciences,” Barsky
said.
Dolling stressed that
the SEC is necessary for the
school’s growth.
“It’s important that this
period of growth for engineering and technology on
campus is coinciding with
our 125th anniversary,”
Dolling said. “They call it
the Science and Engineering Complex, but I call it
the engineering and science
complex.”u

Law school drop in ranking
prompts admissions change
by Matt Rist
Senior Staff Writer

Read more news on-line

Marie McGrory | Hatchet Photographer

Students and faculty gathered on the lawn in front of Tompkins Hall
to celebrate the School of Engineering and Applied Science's 125th
anniversary.

Maggs said. “We’ve taken less
evening students.”
Maggs said the drop could
also be attributed to the faculty-student ratios, which count
adjunct professors as less than
full-time professors, leaving
GW Law’s official ratio at 16
students to every one teacher.
“It’s a very unfair system,
where we have 2,000 students
and 480 full-time and part-time
faculty and yet we’re told our
student-teacher ratio is 16 to
one when really it’s five to one,”
Maggs said. “We hired six new
professors last year and a number of visiting professors. Those
numbers will be higher.”
In the end, Maggs expressed
uncertainty surrounding the exact impact the drop could have
on the law school’s reputation
and future admissions figures.
“I don’t think that many
people really care that much
about it, we have great yield
with the class coming in,”
Maggs said. “The thing that
I’m worried about most is the
current college seniors who are
thinking about where to apply. We might be off their radar

screen and that might provide a
bad year for us this year.”
The rankings discussion
was prompted by a question
from alumnus Carlos Lucero,
who graduated from the law
school in 1964.
“We had a disastrous fall in
the U.S. News and World Report,” Lucero said. “How do we
correct that? What happened?”
Lucero said the drop might
have been “a statistical quirk”
and said he was satisfied by
Maggs’ explanation of its cause,
but also said the school’s national reputation is integral to
job placement for graduates.
“Of course it’s concerning
because it effects the overall
reputation of the law school
and anything that effects the
overall reputation of the law
school, whether it’s a perception or reality, nonetheless has
a ripple effect throughout the
country when you’re a national
law school like this,” Lucero
said. “The lesser the reputation
of your school is in an aggressively difficult job market, the
more difficult it becomes for
students to get a job.” u

Life

Hadas Gold
Life Editor
hgold@gwhatchet.com
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This week in
GW HIstory:

Max McGowen
Contributing Life Editor
mmcgowen@gwhatchet.com

54 Years Ago...
Sigma Kappa and PIKE
win the house decorations contest.

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com

23 Years Ago...
The LGBT alliance charge
GW security and Marvin
Center with harassment.

H

88 Years Ago...
Masonic students organize a new fraternity
called The Travelers.

Popping the question

Some GW students are getting the rock before the diploma
by Charlotte bigford
Hatchet Reporter

Stay dry – and
fashionable

Wet outside
can still mean
fly and dry
by Hallie Mindell
Fashion Columnist

Weather has a huge impact on how we dress for the
day. You certainly don’t want
to put on your brand new
studded flats or buttery soft
leather jacket when there’s
an 80 percent chance of rain.
We all want to look and feel
fabulous, but sometimes the
elements prevent us from
being fashion trendy. Don't
give up; it is possible. Looking chic and keeping dry,
what a concept!
Torrential downpours?
Who cares when you’ve got
a trench coat? It’s been updated – no longer a stuffy,
conservative look. Find it
in an array of bright colors,
geometric or animal prints,
high gloss finishes, and metallic fabrics. The best length
should hit right below the
hip or just above the knee,
so it works perfectly over
leggings, jeans or a mini.
Another haute outerwear choice is the rain
parka. It’s a bit more casual, but very practical. The
three-quarter length parkas
come in a multitude of nylon fabrics and patterns, are
offered with rocker zipper
details, fold up to nothing,
and can slip right into your

tote or backpack when the
sun starts to peek out. Many
stores such as Top Shop offer a “pak-a-parka,” in delicious colors.
To avoid puddle hopping across University Yard
and getting your feet, not to
mention your jeans, soaking
wet, opt for the coolest pair
of rubber rain boots. Traditional “Wellies” (English
waterproof rubber riding
boots), particularly strong
with the preppy set - and
Paddington Bear - are stronger than ever and totally
updated. Look for them in
fun colors as well as metallics, florals, animal prints
and geometrics. These sleek
rubber boots look great over
leggings, with skinny jeans
tucked in, or with all the latest textured tights.
We all begin the school
year owning an umbrella,
but where is it now? Left in
a cab, your friend’s room, the
last Starbucks you were in?
Umbrellas are the handiest
way to keep dry when you
get caught in a storm, and are
the most compact, convenient
and inexpensive way to turn
a utility item into a trendy
accessory. Go for a bright
color, even neon this season,
as well as optic patterns, and
of course plaids and animal
prints. Even Rihanna has her
own line of umbrellas, ella,
ella! Although some guys
may be too tough for a raincoat, no guy can resist an umbrella - especially with a cute
girl to share it with. u

When seniors Liz Edwards and Dan Fielden met
four years ago in an Introduction to Logic class, they never
thought their fate would be
intertwined.
They were officially proven wrong two weeks ago,
when Fielden popped the
question in a paddleboat on
the Tidal Basin.
For the smitten couple,
marriage seemed the most
logical thing to do since neither could envision being
apart from the other. With or
without rings, Edwards said,
a life together was inevitable.
”We were already planning to move to California
together, so getting engaged
now just felt right,” Edwards
said.
But, as Edwards pointed
out, the decision to marry
before leaving the confines
of college – and to take on
the associated responsibilities
earlier than most – does not
work for every couple.
“I know a lot of other people in serious relationships
and it’s gotten them thinking
about whether they should
get engaged,” Edwards said,
“but it really depends on
your relationship and what
you want.”
For senior Bekah Bickers, who will marry University of Texas alumnus Akim
Insyxiengmay next August,
the idea of spending the next
stage of her life alongside her
significant other did much to
calm the anxiety she felt about
moving beyond college.
“Before I got engaged, I
was a bit nervous about graduating,” Bickers said. “Everything seemed a bit uncertain,
but as soon as he proposed
it was almost like a sense of
peace, like ‘I can do this,’ ”
Bickers said.
Cases like these largely go
against the national pattern.
The latest research from the

We’re taking the challenge
off campus and into the
heart of the District as
we continue to try to
find the best pizza in D.C.
While you might have to
take a Metro ride to get
there, these places are
worth the trip.

Rankings

1

st
place

2 Amys

3715 Macomb St. NW

2

nd

place

Pizza
Paradiso
2003 P St. NW
3282 M St. NW

3

rd

place

Matchbox
713 H St. NW

4

th

place

Washington
Deli
1990 K St. NW

5

th

place

Jumbo
Slice

18 Street NW between Kalorama
Square and N. Belmont Rd.

Michelle rattinger | Assistant photo editor

Seniors Liz Edwards and Dan Fielden became engaged two weeks ago when Fielden proposed while paddleboating on the Tidal Basin.
National Center for Health hold off on the big day until she described as “instant
Statistics shows that the me- they are on sound financial adulthood.”
dian age for marriage among footing, though. For now,
Between interning in the
American women is 25, just Klementowicz’s main focus is mornings, attending classes
below that of men, for whom enjoying college.
in the afternoons and working
it is 27. And according to
“I still go out, party, have at a restaurant up to six days
Child Trends Inc., a nonpar- a good time,” she said. “I a week, Pepper forfeited sotisan research group, only 26 just find it harder to go out cial events during her senior
percent of young singles say because I go to school and year and opted to become an
they are ready to take the pro- work to save up for our life early alumna of her sororverbial leap to marriage.
together.”
ity. She and her husband, a
But Bickers, who said she
And once the wedding part-time lecturer in Spanish
grew up around positive im- ends, the real world calls. at GW, also shared an apartages of marriage like that of Bethany Pepper, a 2009 ment with friends for a year
her parents, said she is com- graduate, met her husband- to save on rent.
fortable straying from the av- to-be while studying abroad
When it comes to future
erage route.
in Seville, Spain. They met plans, for all the couples,
The bond between moth- in January, got engaged in building a career was the top
er and father was certainly a May and married in June. priority. But that does not
factor for junior Candace Kle- Three days after making stop friends and family from
mentowicz, who became en- it official in a city park in inquiring about their next
gaged to Denison University Seville, the two returned little surprises.
graduate John David Thorpe to Washington so Pepper
“Everyone asks me, ‘When
in a car.
could complete her educa- are you having kids?’ Hello!
The two have decided to tion while entering what I’m 22!” Pepper said. u

Pizza Faceoff
Ranking the best pizza pies off campus

- story by Remy Tumin | Food Columnist
- photos by Mike Zima | Hatchet Photographer

About

Hours

Types

Price

This pizza place brings you across
the ocean and into a cozy, rustic Italian
restaurant, proving that special pizza
doesn’t have to mean complicated. 2
Amys offers fresh and simple food in
just the right quantities. While it’s a
bit of a hike, it’s worth traveling to this
D.C. institution. If you’re there on the
weekend, be sure to try their homemade doughnuts for dessert!

Tue-Thu:
11 a.m. to 10p.m.
Fri-Sat:
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Sun:
12 to 10 p.m.
Mon:
5 to 10 p.m.

14 choices, 23
toppings

Personal
cheese pizza:
$11.95

Pizza and beer - what more could
anyone ask for? Pizza Paradiso’s first
location was such a hit they opened
up another in Georgetown, offering almost 100 different types of beer with
mouth-watering pizza. With a great
staff and an awesome happy hour and
pizza combination, Pizza Paradiso is a
fantastic place to unwind after a long
day of shopping on M Street.

Mon-Thu:
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Fri-Sat:
11:30 a.m. to 12 a.m.
Sun:
12 a.m. to 10 p.m.

10 choices, 37
toppings

Personal cheese
pizza: $9.95

With a thin, crispy crust that you
can tell just came out of the brick
oven, Matchbox is a Chinatown gem.
Although it always has a line out
the door, their gourmet pizzas and
wonderful combinations are worth
the wait.

Mon-Thu:
11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Fri-Sat:
11 a.m. to 1 a.m.
Sun:
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

16 choices,
plus create
your own

Personal
cheese pizza:
$11

Some say it’s the closest thing to
New York pizza you can find in D.C.
The Washington Deli offers a wide
array of slices that change daily, ranging from sun-dried tomato to Sicilian
meat lovers'. A great lunch and carryout spot, this place lives up to its selfproclaimed title as “D.C.’s best pizza by
the slice.”

Mon-Fri:
6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sun:
Closed

23 different
types of slices
daily, 27 large
pies

One slice and a
medium fountain drink: $4

While we tend to only eat Jumbo
Slice after a few drinks, it is just as
good when you are sober, we promise! The alcohol is not blurring reality,
it only enhances that magical satisfaction after a long night out. Whether
you’re sharing or hoarding it, these
extra large slices always have a great
story attached to them.

11 a.m. to 3 a.m.
Weekends: Open
till 5 a.m.

Only 3 different
types, but does
it matter in the
wee hours of
the morning?

$4 to $5 for a
slice
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CDs rally in front
of White House
Students from
other universities
join protest
by Ariel Feldman
Hatchet Reporter
Clad in blue T-shirts
and carrying handcrafted
posters, about 100 students
rallied in front of the White
House South Lawn on Friday to show support for the
public health care option.
The group, organized by the
College Democrats, boasted
representatives from GW,
Georgetown, Catholic and
the D.C. Federation of College Democrats.
The group of students
gathered in University Yard
and marched to the White
House, where they advocated for affordable health
care and a public option for
Americans. Presidents of
the different CD chapters
spoke before the group and
led the students in a chant
of “Health care now!”
Freshman Vanessa Marshall said she joined the
protest to garner attention
for the health care debate.
“We think that we need
to get people’s attention
to the issue of a public option in health care,” Marshall said. “Democrats in
Congress need to pick up
the pace and get something
done. I think any little thing

we do can make an impact
because people will look at
us and take notice; hopefully what we’re doing will
make a difference.”
Though students of all
ages attended, a large percentage of the GW group
was comprised of freshmen. Ryan Ashley, a GW
freshman representative for
CDs, said he participated
because he felt he could
make a difference.
“History has shown us
that students organizing for
a cause is one way to bring
about social change,” Ashley said. “Hopefully we can
make an impact.”
Armed
with
megaphones, students called for
President Obama to “come
home from Copenhagen
and focus on this issue.” In
addition to rallying, participants also shared personal stories with the group
about people who have suffered due to a lack of health
care.
“Health care isn’t something that only the rich
should have,” junior Maggie Butler said.
Fitz Lufkin, the president of the Federation of
College Democrats and
a junior at Georgetown,
spoke at the event, highlighting what he said are
the benefits of health care
reform.
“There is a complete
lack of stability, security,
and affordability in our
health care system and the

The GW Hatchet

News

GSPM student
launches Web site
Site is aimed at
politicos under
30 years old
by KATE ESTABROOK
Hatchet Reporter

Gina Orlando | hatchet photographer

College Democrats gathered in front of the White House South
Lawn to demand affordable health care and a public option.
Democratic proposals in
Congress are an effective
means of solving the problems we face. They will
create a more competitive
marketplace, end discrimination by insurance companies, and assure that all
Americans have access to
health insurance,” Lufkin
said. “President Obama has
affirmed that health care is
a human right. No American deserves to remain sick,
be refused treatment, or die
because they cannot afford
health insurance.” u

"Health care isn't
something that only
the rich should have."
mAGGIE BUTlER
Junior

Food takes center
stage at festival
Nine vendors from
D.C. restaurants
participated

by Marielle Mondon
Hatchet Reporter
University Yard traded in its
usual crowd of twenty-something
college kids for about 200 parents,
children and business owners during Alumni Weekend’s first annual
Taste of GW and Family Carnival on
Saturday.
The event hosted nine vendors
from local D.C. restaurants owned
or operated by GW alumni and
regular student spots like Tonic and
Wasabi Sushi. In addition to samples
from local eateries, alumni and their
families enjoyed live music and recreation for their children, including
moon bounces, cotton candy and
balloon animals.
“It allows alumni to come and
market,” said Karen White, senior
director of Alumni Relations. “It’s a
wonderful promotional opportunity
to have in conjunction with a family
carnival.”
Eric Hirshfield, a 1992 graduate,
said GW contacted him through Facebook to come to Alumni Weekend
and promote his U Street restaurant,
Duplex Diner. Though he came back
to campus primarily for the event,
he said being at GW made him nostalgic for his undergraduate days.
“Every time I come back here I see
where my tuition money went,”
said Hirshfield of the changing GW
campus. “It seems like [the Alumni
Association] is doing a lot this year.
It’s like a new era of alumni weekends.”
GW memories also ran deep for
Henry Steiner, an 1989 graduate of

thus look out for their best interest.”
The site cost about $1,000
to create, Cullinane said, and
costs were kept low thanks to
aid from the GSPM and volunteers.
Cullinane said youth participation in the 2008 presidential election reassured him
that a site dedicated to politics
could generate interest.
“The election helped me to
realize that a website like this
could have a solid niche. It was
very inspiring and convinced
me that the website could
work,” Cullinane said.
The Web site features articles, video interviews and
documentaries with political
entities including Obama campaign manager David Plouffe,
Rep. Tim Bishop (D-N.Y.) and
New Jersey Mayor Corey
Booker. The homepage also offers many “how-to” pieces on
lobbying, starting nonprofits
and speechwriting. Cullinane
said he hopes the site will educate the under-30 crowd and
welcomes whatever residual
effects may result.
“It is always possible that
the website will mean more
youth voters, which would be
great! In the end though, our
goal is education and looking out for the best interest
of young people in politics,”
Cullinane said. “I think that if
more young people knew how
rewarding, meaningful and
powerful a career in politics
can be, more would go into the
profession.” u

the Elliott School of International Affairs, who attended the carnival with
his wife and two children.
“It’s interesting to be back,”
he said. “The last time I was in this
quad, I’m pretty sure there were a
bunch of kegs in it for Greek Week.”
Accompanying the burgers and
similar food provided from vendors
such as Founding Farmers and Duplex Diner were Cakes by Happy
Eatery, a pastry shop operated by
1989 alumnus Victoria Wu, who
was thankful to be promoting at the
event.
“It’s great to get back to your
roots a little bit,” she said. “It really
is a great university. You many not
apply all that you learn immediately,
but it definitely stays with you for a
lifetime.”
Kerry Lynn Bohen, a 1980 graduate, said being at the event helped
her once again appreciate GW and
its student body.
“It’s cool to see what everyone
is up to. It’s impressive,” she said.
“GW has a reputation for being a
school without a campus. But being
back, you realize there’s a special feel
to it that makes it a community.”
One of the liveliest sampling
tables at the carnival belonged to the
Town Tavern, a bar in Adam’s Morgan owned by 2004 alumnus Gracie
Lhee, who opened the place last January during Inauguration weekend.
“This is the best way to meet up
with all my old classmates and reminisce about old times,” Lhee said.
“I’ve seen a lot of my fellow
Colonial Cabinet members at this
event,” said Lhee, who worked on
CI in 2002. “Our year was all about
GW pride.”
Hirshfield, sporting an “I heart
Thurston” pin, asked Lhee if she
would go on the weekend’s tour of
the freshmen dorm later that day.
“Thurston?” Lhee said to Hirshfield. “No thanks.” u

A student employee of the
Graduate School of Political
Management launched a Web
site this month that aims to
provide resources for aspiring
politicos under 30 years old.
Bryce Cullinane, who
works in the GSPM’s admissions and marketing department, launched PoliticsUnder30.org on Sept. 15 after a
year of development. The site
is currently run by a group of
under-30-year-olds and professional advisors, and provides
links to advice on how to get
involved in the various facets
of political life, like consulting,
campaigning, lobbying and interning.
“I started the Web site because I saw that there were
plenty of resources for young
people interested in medicine
or law, but none for young
people who wanted to go into
politics,” Cullinane said in an
e-mail. “I wanted to make sure
that if a young person had an
interest in a career in politics,
they could get accurate and
comprehensive information.
In addition, I wanted to form
an organization that would
convene young people and

Becky Crowder | hatchet photographer

Participants in the 23rd annual AIDS Walk Washington wave signs as they walk for money and awareness. Groups raised more
than $770,000 for the cause.

Students, faculty walk to fight AIDS
Nearly 7,000
participate in walk
for awareness
by GABRIELLE BLUESTONE
Metro News Editor
Students and faculty members
joined more than 6,700 people in the
23rd annual AIDS Walk Washington
early Saturday morning.
The event, which started at Freedom
Plaza at 13th and K streets, shut down K
Street as participants walked towards the
U.S. Capitol to raise funds and awareness for HIV/AIDS, which studies have
shown affects one in 20 adults in D.C.
The walk, which raised more than
$770,000 for AIDS programs, drew
groups of walkers from several GW

Greek-letter organizations, student organizations and even residence halls. Chip
Lewis, a spokesperson for the WhitmanWalker Clinic, the HIV/AIDS program
which will receive the raised money,
said GW participants were an essential
part of the walk.
“We love GW. They’ve raised a lot of
money and awareness,” Lewis said. “It’s
great to see them participating. They
bring a lot of energy to the event.”
One of the largest student groups
participating, Colonials Fight AIDS, was
comprised of approximately 60 students
and raised more than $3,000 for the
walk, said Callie Freitag, a sophomore
and Lafayette Hall house proctor.
“I decided to walk because I’m really
into public health,” Freitag said. “I want
to help raise awareness because AIDS
has lost a lot of public urgency.”
Though groups began arriving as
early as 7:30 a.m., energy was high and
performers kept the crowd dancing. The

D.C. Cowboys, a gay men’s dance group
clad in beaters and cowboy hats, performed a dance routine as the walk began at 9 a.m. Techno music blared from
the speakers on the main stage where
Culture Shock D.C., a hip-hop dance
group, performed street routines.
Marsha Lillie-Blanton, a professor
of human development in the School
of Public Health and Health Sciences,
walked with her daughter and several
students from the school.
“It’s an important cause, it’s a good
cause,” Lillie-Blanton said. “I chose to
walk because it shows our support.”
Clerisse Lemke, a first-year student in SPHHS, said she decided to
walk as a spur-of-the-moment decision.
“I’ve been a student here for one
month and I always hear about the
AIDS problem,” Lenke said. “It’s important to walk and raise awareness
because it’s such a big problem.” u

4 out of 10 college students report feeling
so depressed that they have
difficulty functioning in everyday life.
October, 8th, from 9am – 7pm the GWU Community Counseling Services Center will offer free mental health screenings.
directly in front of The Graduate School of Education and Human Development which is located at 2134 G Street (right across from the fire house)

Here, students have the opportunity to complete a written self-assessment and meet one-on-one with a mental health professional.
If you haven’t been feeling like yourself lately, a simple, confidential questionnaire can help determine what is wrong and on-site mental health professionals can help you
figure out what to do next. Those who appear to need further evaluation will be given referral information for local treatment services. Possible screening questions include:

• Have you lost pleasure in things you used to enjoy? • Do you have trouble sleeping or eating? • Do you deliberately avoid social situations?
• Does your mood fluctuate between overly “high” and utterly hopeless? • Do you suffer from unexplained aches and pains?
For more information, call GWU’s Community Counseling Services Center at 202-994-8645.
National Depression Screening Day, held every October as part of Mental Illness Awareness Week, is a program of Screening for Mental Health®,
a nonprofit organization based in Wellesley, Massachusetts. Last year, more than 76,000 students were screened at colleges across the country as part of NDSD.
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Jobs

Services

Sitters Wanted.
$12+ per hour.
Register free
for jobs near campus or home.
www.student-sitters.
com

Skydive! One Day
First Jumps!
22 jumper airplane
goes to 13,500' Gift
Certificates! www.
skydiveorange.com
(540) 943-6587

Spring Break 2010.
Sell Trips, Earn
Cash and Go Free.
Call for Group
Discounts. Best
Prices Guaranteed!
Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas,
S. Padre, Florida.
800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com.

Able to help you
and your baby.
Loving couple
wishes to adopt.
Will consider open
adoption. Legal/
medical. Call Patty
and Phil in VA at
1-888-580-0708
or see us at www.
pattyandphiladopt.
org

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
The 500
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10018
500 For
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In brief

Men's soccer wins AGAIN

The GW men's soccer team continued its winning ways on the road
this weekend, defeating Rider 3-0 on
their own turf Sunday to register their
third consecutive victory and second
straight shutout.
Senior Nikolay Aleksandrov, a
defender, opened the scoring in the
10th minute with his second career
goal from 35 yards out. Redshirt senior
Mike Rollings added a second goal 10
minutes later off an assist from junior
Marcus Ranney, while sophomore
Yoni Berhanu added GW's (7-3-0),
third goal on a 42nd-minute penalty
kick.
After Sunday's scoreless 90 minutes, redshirt sophomore Erik Haug
has now allowed just three scores in
nearly 346 minutes in net this season, recording 11 saves in the process.
As a team, the Colonials have not
surrendered a goal in 187 minutes of
play, dating back to their 4-2 win over
Mount St. Mary's Sep. 26.
GW will begin Atlantic 10 play
at Charlotte Friday, the first of four
straight conference road games before returning home for the season's
final five contests beginning Oct. 23.

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Basketball team runs, mingles with fans
by dan greene
Sports Editor

With more than a month remaining before this season’s opening tip, GW men’s basketball head
coach Karl Hobbs wasted no time
introducing his team to its fans with
Thursday’s Colonials Run, a threekilometer jog around the reflecting
pool that gave fans a chance to run
alongside the Colonials.
A total of 127 students, staff and
alumni participated in the event,
which was revived after years of
dormancy by head coach Karl
Hobbs to establish a rapport between the team and its supporters.
“We thought the timing was
good because we’ve got so many
new players,” he said, referring
to the half-dozen incoming freshmen. “I wanted to give the students
an opportunity to get to know the
players, to come and run with the
guys and get to see that they’re
normal students like them and vice
versa.”
Based on those surveyed, the
event seemed to be a success. The
Colonials chatted and mingled
with the other participants, even

singing and dancing as redshirt
junior Travis King provided live entertainment with his drumming in
Veteran’s Park before the group left
for the run.
“It’s cool that they had this so
I could actually meet the team,”
freshman Sammie McGowan said.
“They’re really cool and they’re
down-to-earth.”
First-year law student Matt
Roberson, the first participant to
finish the run, shared similar sentiments.
“They seem like a fun group of
guys,” he said. “It’ll be good to see
them play.”
As for the Colonials themselves,
freshman Tim Johnson paced the
players and finished first among
them. The former high school cross
country and indoor track runner
said, however, beating his teammates wasn't his goal.
“I didn’t want to get caught up
in the pack. I wanted to get out and
talk to people,” he said. “This is all
new to me so I’m just trying to enjoy the experience.”
Those who finished first in each
of the run’s demographics – the
first male and female student, staff

Volleyball takes two on new court

Colonials sweep A-10 opponents

by Saira Thadani and
Katie stoler
Hatchet Reporters

Senior Megan Hogan took fifth
place in the 40-school, 362-runner
field at Friday's Paul Short Invite in
Lehigh, Pa., putting her first among
Colonials teammates for the secondstraight race.
Hogan finished seven seconds
behind the race's winner with a time
of 20:05 in the six-kilometer race. Junior Jessica Stern finished 68th overall
and second among the GW women's
cross country team.
Senior Dan Cartica paced GW's
men's team with a time of 25:38,
good for 21st overall in his race. Classmate Rob Lockart was next among
the Colonials, completing the run in
26:13, which placed him 60th.

Water polo splits four

Number crunch

2

The number of consecutive shutouts by
the GW men's soccer
team, both with redshirt sophomore Erik
Haug in goal. Haug has
allowed just three goals in nearly
346 minutes of play this season.

Last Word
“The GW women's soccer team is
done losing and they decided that
Friday night.”
- GW women's soccer
head coach Tanya Vogel

michelle rattinger | Assistant Photo Editor

Redshirt junior Travis King, left, and freshmen Bryan Bynes, center, and David
Pellom, right, lead the pack at the beginning of Thursday's Colonials Run.
member and alumnus – will receive a satisfied Hobbs.
Nike GW men’s basketball jump“Any time you can get students
suits and sneakers. All participants, together and there is some exercise
however, received complimentary component to it, there’s some socialhamburgers, hot dogs and snacks izing and there’s some food – that’s
from a number of cooks, including a great time,” he said. u

Hogan takes fifth

The men's water polo team went
2-2 in a four-game, two-day road
trip to California over the weekend, moving to 7-14 overall on their
season-opening, month-long road
trip.
The Colonials edged Cal Lutheran
10-9 Friday to begin the weekend
before knocking off La Verne 11-6
later in the day. Sophomore Cray
Rogers scored eight times over the
day's two games, while senior JohnClaude Wright had a hat trick in the
first game.
GW began Saturday by losing 10-1
to No. 20 California Baptist then fell
12-9 to Chapman to round out their
West Coast swing. Wright scored
four times in the second game, giving
him a team-best 48 goals on the season. Senior Rick Rogers also added a
hat trick of his own.
The Colonials will return home
Thursday to play the first game in the
newly renovated Smith Center pool
when they host Bucknell at 7:30 p.m.

H

Anne wernikoff | assistant photo editor

Freshman Lauren Whyte leaps to attempt a spike in Friday's 3-0 sweep of Rhode Island.
The Colonials have now won seven of their last eight contests.

The GW women’s volleyball team was given the task of
unveiling the new Smith Center court this weekend, hosting
two games and playing before
the fifth-largest home crowd in
program history.
But before the Colonials
took the floor, one of their own
completed a different task.
Junior Leah Hill took the microphone and performed the
national anthem before both
contests.
“Singing is more nervewracking than playing,” said
Hill, who has performed the anthem in the past. “But I get my
nerves out then go do what I do
best.”
With the opening festivities
completed, the Colonials then
christened the new floor with
a pair of sweeps, knocking off
Rhode Island 3-0 Friday night
and Fordham by the same score
Sunday afternoon.
GW (12-5, 3-1 Atlantic 10)
beat Rhode Island 25-19, 25-22,
28-26 in their first match of the
weekend, which featured a ceremony honoring team alumni
between the second and third
sets as part of Alumni Weekend
festivities. Seniors Katie Butz
and co-captain Abby Syverson
led the team with 15.5 and 13
points, respectively. Butz scored

the match’s first point and
Syverson recorded its first block
to begin the Colonials’ attack.
Sunday, GW continued its
hot streak with a 25-18, 25-17,
25-17 sweep of Fordham, in
which Butz had another big
game with 12.5 points on 12
kills. Junior Katie Zulandt was
an important piece of the puzzle
as well, adding 8.5 points of her
own.
“Katie Zulandt did a good
job attacking and blocking,”
head coach Jojit Coronel said
after Sunday’s win.
Sophomore Alyssa Valentine had an impressive weekend of her own, with 39 assists
Friday and 30 assists and six
digs against Fordham.
Next the Colonials will travel to Richmond for a nonconference match-up against Virginia
Commonwealth, which Coronel
said will serve as an opportunity to get players such as junior
Hannah Stuart and sophomore
MacKenzie Knox more playing
time.
After that, they will continue A-10 play Friday and head to
No 21. Saint Louis, GW’s third
nationally ranked opponent
this season.
Coronel said that despite
the quality of their upcoming
opponents, the team’s focus remains improving itself.
“The only thing we can control is how good we can get,” he
said. u

Women's soccer draws, wins at home
by kara dunford
Hatchet Reporter
Twice over the weekend, the GW women’s soccer team fell behind 1-0 to
their Atlantic 10 opponents.
In each game, the team held
on and fought back, tying
Saint Joseph’s 1-1 on Friday
and beating Temple 2-1 on
Sunday.
Freshman
forward
Adriana Moya said being
at a goal disadvantage gives
the Colonials (4-4-4, 1-1-2
A-10) extra incentive to give
everything they have.
“I think for this team
that just pumps us up even
more. We want to get back
and score,” she said.
During Friday’s matchup, the Colonials fell behind
early. Seven minutes into
the game, a Hawks corner
kick led to confusion in
the box and GW ended up
heading the ball into its own
net. Hawks forward Maggie
Lupinski was credited with
the goal.
“The first half, we stunk.
Period,” head coach Tanya
Vogel said of Friday’s draw.
“The second half and overtime I thought we battled.”
GW came into the second half prepared to battle
and anxious to score. Less
than a minute into the half,
junior midfielder Ashley
Starks chipped the ball into
the net over Saint Joseph’s
goalkeeper Christine Neal.
The Colonials continued to fight throughout the
second half, buckling down
on defense and creating offensive chances. After 90
minutes of play, the score
remained tied and the game
was sent into overtime. After two more 10-minute periods, the teams remained
even and the game ended in

a 1-1 tie.
Coming into Sunday’s
game, GW was looking to
continue to control the game
as they had at the end of Friday’s game. Throughout the
first half, the Colonials created opportunities to score
by keeping the ball upfield
and applying pressure to
the Temple defenders.
After a scoreless first
half, Temple got a chance
to get on the board with a
corner kick 13 minutes into
the second half. The Owls
crossed the ball into the
box. Then forward Allicia
Yurkovic sent the ball into
the back of the far side of
the net, giving Temple a 1-0
lead.
GW picked up the pace
of their game, playing with
a sense of urgency. Ten minutes later, the Colonials capitalized on a corner kick of
their own. Senior Misa Eiritz sent the ball into the box,
where junior Jillian Morgan
hit the ball into the air. Moya
then kicked the ball past
Temple’s goalkeeper Kara
Williams, scoring her first
college goal and tying the
game for GW.
Moya said the experience of scoring her first college goal was a bit surreal.
“I wanted the ball,”
she said. “It happened to
land there and I got it. It
was awesome. I didn’t even
know what to do for my
celebration so I just went
and hugged Michelle (Aueron).”
Vogel said she was
pleased to see Moya contribute to the game.
“It was good to see
Adriana score a goal for us
today,” she said. “That was
big for us. We needed a
little something out of her
today.”

jordan emont | hatchet photographer

Sophomore Sierra Smidinger battles a Saint Joseph's defender for the ball in Friday's 1-1 double-overtime draw. The Colonials would go on to win Sunday and improve to 4-4-4 overall.
The Colonials used the
momentum of Moya’s goal
to their advantage, regaining control of the game.
Two minutes later, when
Williams came out to save
the ball for the Owls, Starks
charged into the box. The
pressure caused Williams to
miss the ball and Starks to

send it into the empty net,
giving GW the lead and the
eventual win. The Colonials
improved to 4-4-4 overall
and picked up their first
A-10 win.
Vogel said the Colonials were ready to win and
showed that on the field.
“The GW women’s soc-

cer team is done losing and
they decided that Friday
night,” Vogel said. “They’re
over it. This was a team win
today.”
The Colonials return to
Mount Vernon field on Saturday, Oct. 10 against Richmond. The game is set for a
2 p.m. start. u

