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Hundreds of people gathered 
Friday to honor the late Ben’s 
Chili Bowl founder Ben Ali, who 
was known as much for his big 
smile and sharp tongue as he was 
for his chili half-smokes.  

Ali, 82, passed away Oct. 8 
from congestive heart failure. 
Friends, family and community 
figures like D.C. Mayor Adrian 
Fenty and D.C. Councilmember 
Jim Graham gathered at the Lin-
coln Theatre Friday, located near 
Ali’s restaurant on historic U 
Street, to honor his memory in a 

“celebration of life” ceremony. 
Bernard Demczuk, GW’s as-

sistant vice president for D.C. 
relations, had maintained a per-
sonal relationship with Ali and 
served as master of ceremonies 
for the event. Demczuk, who of-
ten brings students to the U Street 
hotspot, opened the ceremony 
with reflections on Ali’s life. 

“This is a day of celebra-
tion,” Demczuk said. “Ben Ali 
was much, much more than Ben’s 
Chili Bowl. As long as we keep 
loving and remembering him, Ben 
will be here.” 

Ben’s Chili Bowl opened its 
doors in 1958 as the burgeoning 
black community on U Street was 
facing the realities of segregation. 
Ali, who came to America from 
Trinidad and Tobago, gave back 
to his community more than just 
chili dogs and fries, speakers at 

Jon Stewart caters to Colonial crowd
"Daily Show" comedian entertains parents and students 

in two sold-out shows for Colonials Weekend

BasketballBoogie

Anne wernikoff | AssistAnt photo editor
The men's basketball team, clad in white tuxedos, performed at Colonials Invasion Friday Night to a musical mashup that 
included Michael Jackson's "Thriller" and Beyonce's "Single Ladies." SEE STORY ON PAGE 8

No person, political party, religion or race was 
safe from comedian Jon Stewart’s razor-sharp wit 
Saturday night, as he threw political correctness 
out the window during his two sold-out perfor-
mances for Colonials Weekend.

Stewart – who previously headlined Colonials 
Weekend in 2005 – utilized a variety of comedic 
techniques, from straight stand-up to crowd inter-
action and various impersonations. Two audienc-
es of more than 4,300 each gave Stewart a standing 
ovation in the Smith Center. 

Stewart compared the Jewish and Catholic 
faiths, saying Yom Kippur – the Jewish holiday 
where Jews fast for one day to atone for a year’s 
worth of sins – outdoes the Catholic method of 
atonement.

“You don’t eat for one day and you get your 
sins forgiven for an entire year. Beat that!” Stewart 
said, drawing laughter from the crowd.

Stewart, who is Jewish, and his wife, a Catho-
lic, will raise their children “to be sad,” he added.

Stewart also poked fun at America’s neighbor 
to the north.

“I think we can take over Canada, just us, to-
night,” Stewart said.

During the show, he impersonated former 
Vice President Dick Cheney, while expressing 
frustration over America’s unexplainable and 
overzealous fear and inability to know what to do 
with the detainees in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He 
said that even Cheney would not shoot the Guan-
tanamo Bay detainees in the face, because they are 
the “worst of the worst.”

The comedian, who hosts the award-winning 
program "The Daily Show with Jon Stewart," had 
something to say about both political parties. 

"Republicans love their country, they just hate 
50 percent of the people in it," Stewart said. "Now, 
Democrats love their country, they just wish it 
were a different country."

The University itself did not escape the come-
dian’s characteristically sharp wit. Stewart ques-
tioned GW’s school colors, asking the audience 
“What is buff?” and “Is it buff and blue or buff 
and yellow?” showing a mixture of sarcasm and 
confusion over buff’s color ambiguity. Every co-
median who headlined Colonials Weekend over 
the last three years has asked this question, though 
it still draws laughter from the crowd.

Stewart also called the decorations of the 
Smith Center into question. Stewart said that the 
University really “went all out,” sarcastically ref-
erencing the solely blue curtain background of the 
stage.

Despite his teasing, Stewart said that he found 
the GW audience to be receptive.  

“I’m used to playing clubs, where it’s very Anne wernikoff | AssistAnt photo editor
Comedian Jon Stewart tells a joke to the audience  at the Smith Center Saturday night. Stewart 
performed twice that night as part of Colonials Weekend.

Knapp aims to 
boost efficiency,  
increase funds

The University plans to increase its invest-
ment in research and academic programs by an 
additional $60 million each year for the next five 
years in its quest to become a top-tier institution, 
University President Steven Knapp announced 
Friday morning.

Speaking at the University’s Board of Trust-
ees meeting, Knapp said the $60 million would 
come from fundraising and multi-million dollar 
savings from changes to the University's admin-
istrative and academic functions to be brain-
stormed by a new Innovation Task Force. The 
University receives about $60 million every year 
from its endowment, and Knapp said the addi-
tional $60 million would allow the University 
to "effectively double the endowment's impact" 
without having to wait to double the endow-
ment itself.

"The University’s selectivity has improved 
so dramatically that there is only incremental 
progress to be made there," Knapp said in an in-
terview on Sunday. "What can we do to take a 
leap forward? We can close the gap [in research 

Ben's Chili Bowl 
founder celebrated

Chris GreGory | hAtChet stAff photoGrApher
D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty speaks at the Lincoln Theatre during a ceremony honor-
ing the memory of Ben's Chili Bowl founder Ben Ali, who died Oct. 8.

Family, friends 
remember famous 
restaurantuer

The owners of FoBoGro and 
representatives from the West 
End Citizens Association came to 
a deadlock during an Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board hearing 
Thursday, leaving the fate of the 
store’s alcohol license and hours 
of operation in limbo. 

The arbitration hearing arose 
out of a dispute between WECA 
and new owner Kris Hart, a GW 

alumnus and owner of Relaxed 
Spa and Tans, over FoBoGro’s 
proposed hours – 7 to 2 a.m. on 
weeknights and until 3 a.m. on 
weekends. Barbara Kahlow, a rep-
resentative for WECA, objected to 
those hours, characterizing them 
as “disruptive to the neighbor-
hood.” 

The store's alcohol license is 
contingent on resolving the dis-
pute. The license application 
specifically examines hours of 
operation, and WECA’s protest of 

the late hours may derail Hart’s 
plans to offer a large selection of 
wines and beers.  

“I hope we can resolve this. 
We’ll see what happens,” Hart 
said. “If this continues on we may 
be set back tremendously.” 

The store was previously slat-
ed to open in early November, 
but Hart said the opening will 
be pushed back because of con-
struction issues. The arbitration, 

Battle over FoBoGro continues

UPD chief 
will retire
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University Police Chief Dolores Stafford an-
nounced Sunday she will step down from her 
position after more than 15 years of leading the 
department. 

Stafford, who has worked in law enforce-
ment and security for 25 years, came to GW in 
1992 and was soon promoted to chief of police. 
Stafford said she previously planned to retire at 
50 but recently decided to “accelerate that plan 
and retire from active law enforcement at 45” 
and notified the University of her departure on 
Wednesday.  

Stafford said she will remain in her position 
through the period of transition to a new chief, 
but will leave her position by the end of the aca-
demic year. Her successor has not been named.  
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"Republicans love their 
country, they just hate 50 
percent of the people in it. 
Now, Democrats love their 
country, they just wish it 
were a different country."

JoN Stewart
Comedian
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rep. John Conyers to 
speak at Cds event
Long-serving chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee 
Rep. John Conyers will speak 
to the College Democrats.
Alumni House, 1918 F St. | 
7 p.m.

Poetry reading with yevgeny 
yevtushenko
Listen to honorary member of the 
American and European Academies 
of Arts and Sciences and world-
famous poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko 
read excerpts from his work.
Elliott School, room 113 | 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Career fair for professional 
schools of international affairs
Students interested in careers in 
international affairs can attend this 
Elliott School event and talk one-on-
one with representatives from APSIA.
Elliott School, seventh floor | 
4 to 7 p.m.

an evening with Jeb Bush
Listen to the former governor 
of Florida discuss Republican 
Party solutions for a stronger 
America. Tickets are available for 
paid members of the College 
Republicans.
Jack Morton Auditorium | 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Thomas friedman will 
speak on campus

audIo slIdeshoW
acapellapalooza
Six GW a capella groups sing for 
change in South Africa.

WeB exTra
Justice Kennedy visits law school
Anthony Kennedy keynotes at the 
GW Law Review Symposium.

MulTIMedIa
VIdeo
Colonials Invasion
Experience the sights and sounds 
of the basketball kickoff event.

October 19, 2009
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Clarification
In “Bookstore will begin to sell 

Greek items” (Oct.15, p.3), The Hatchet 
reported that Student Association Pres-
ident Julie Bindelglass announced at a 
Greek Week event that the GW Book-
store will begin to offer students the 
ability to  order Greek-letter apparel 
and accessories. Bindelglass made the 
announcement in conjunction with 
Chair of the Marvin Center Governing 
Board Ethan Elser.

anne WernIkoff | assIsTanT PhoTo edITor
University President Steven Knapp plays drums alongside men’s basketball point guard Travis King as part of the festivities at Colonials 
Invasion in the Smith Center Friday night.
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Tuesday

Best-selling author and New York Times 
columnist Thomas Friedman will speak on 
campus next semester, the University an-
nounced Friday.

Friedman will speak at 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 
21, but the location of the “lecture” and in-
formation regarding tickets is not yet avail-
able, Assistant Vice President for communi-
cations Sarah Baldassaro said. The event will 
be free and open to the GW community.

The topic of Friedman’s visit will be 
his most recent book, titled “Hot, Flat and 
Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolu-
tion — and How It Can Renew America.” 
In the book, Friedman says the U.S. lost its 
national focus after 9/11 and he advocates 
for Americans to embrace clean energy and 
green technology.

The book is part of this year’s Freshman 
Reading Program, a challenge from Dean of 
Freshmen Fred Siegel to the class of 2013 to 
read the book over the summer and write 
responses to it as part of an essay contest. 
Twenty-eight students were chosen as win-
ners.

Baldassaro said that though Friedman’s 
lecture – which will include a question and 
answer section – is the main focus of his 
trip to campus, he will also likely meet in-
formally with the winners of Siegel’s essay 
contest.

Baldassaro said that the University’s 
contractual agreement with Friedman pre-
vented her from disclosing if, or how much, 
the University is paying Friedman to speak.

In 2006, Siegel asked the then-freshman 
class to read another Friedman book, titled 
“The World is Flat.” Friedman has won 
three Pulitzer Prizes.

Last April, a female Brown University 
student and a man threw two green pies 
at Friedman as he began his speech at the 
university. The student later said she was 
protesting Friedman’s brand of environ-
mentalism. 

– alex Byers
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Former Secretary of State Colin 
Powell presented GW alumna and 
Undersecretary for Veterans Affairs 
Tammy Duckworth with the inaugu-
ral Colin Powell Public Service Award 
Thursday night at the Museum of 
American History.

The award was presented to 
Duckworth during the event – titled 
“A Celebration of Service” – which 
recognized the role that GW and 
alumni like Powell and Duckworth 
have played in many different fields 
of public service. Duckworth, who 
received her master's degree in inter-
national affairs in 1992, is an Iraq war 
veteran and amputee. 

The event was held en lieu of 
the President’s Dinner, a fundraising 
gala which each year brings together 
prominent donors to the University.

“I am deeply honored to have 
such an award named after me,” Pow-
ell said while presenting Duckworth 
with her award. “The greatest honor 
of all tonight for me is to know that 
this hero is the inaugural recipient of 
this award.”

The event was hosted by NPR Se-
nior News Analyst Cokie Roberts and 

her husband Steven Roberts, a profes-
sor at GW’s School of Media and Pub-
lic Affairs, and attended by prominent 
members of the GW community and 
members of the GW Veterans Com-
munity.

“That’s really what we’re here to 
honor tonight,” Mrs. Roberts said. 
“The people who work hard to protect 
this union through public service.”

Duckworth shared some of her 
own personal experiences with the 
crowd, including losing both her legs 
and partial mobility of one arm when 
her helicopter was shot down in Iraq.

“Secretary Powell thank you, I 
have looked up to you since I found 
ROTC veterans like myself,” Duck-
worth said while accepting her award. 
“The greatest honor of my life has al-
ways been the privilege of serving in 
uniform.”

Duckworth spoke about her 
own mother volunteering at a soup 
kitchen, and emphasized the need for 
Americans to serve in any way they 
can.

“Our nation is strong not because 
of our guns, tanks and helicopters, 
but we are strong because of the ideas 
and values that build this nation,” 
Duckworth said. “The strength of 
our democracy comes directly from 
the character and the diversity of the 
American people.”

Powell also reiterated the service 
theme of the evening, saying that it 
was necessary for privileged Ameri-
cans to help the less fortunate.

“There are kids who will never 
get to George Washington University 

because we can’t get them out of high 
school,” Powell said. “All of us need 
to do more to give back.”

The event also focused on the im-
portance the University places on en-
couraging students to engage in pub-
lic service.

Both Steven and Cokie Roberts 
cited the fact that GW students have 
been ranked by the Princeton Review 
as the most politically active in the na-
tion, and mentioned as well the large 
number of graduating seniors who 
go on to work for nonprofit organiza-
tions such as Teach for America.

Mr. Roberts shared anecdotes with 
the crowd about some of his past stu-
dents who are now deeply connected 
to the public service field in Washing-
ton D.C.

“This is what this University 
does,” Mr. Roberts said. “It inspires 
these young people to get involved in 
this life, in the fabric of this country.”

During the evening, University 
President Steven Knapp announced 
the creation of a new program, the 
Center for Civic Engagement and 
Public Service, which, Knapp said, 
will “provide [the] support and guid-
ance students need to find fulfilling 
career paths.”

“We want to provide the best at-
mosphere for people to come here and 
decide who they want to be,” Univer-
sity Trustee Robert Tanenbaum said 
during a video shown at the event 
highlighting some of GW’s service 
initiatives. Tanenbaum was instru-
mental in the formation of the center, 
Knapp said.u

In the evenings after class, Deb-
orah Akinniyi packs up her bags 
to go to work in a part of D.C. that 
most GW students never see.

Cigarette butts litter the streets, 
signs offering quick cash for pay-
checks and promises of stimulus 
money yet to come decorate the 
part of Seventh Street near Bread 
for the City, the free clinic where 
Akinniyi, a second-year medical 
student, works with the city’s un-
derprivileged.

Bread for the City provides a 
variety of free programs for eligi-
ble D.C. residents, including food 
and clothing distribution, primary 
medical care, legal advice and rep-
resentation, and comprehensive so-
cial services, according to their Web 
site.

In D.C., where more than one in 
four children was living in poverty 
in 2008, according to the Washing-
ton Post, Bread for the City offers a 
hope for those who “just can’t make 
ends meet,” says nurse Julie Gree.

Akinniyi is part of a group 
of GW students, mostly from the 
School of Medicine and Health Sci-
ences, who learns hands-on medi-
cine at the clinic, treating patients 

for their diseases – both of the body 
and the mind.

“We teach patients about their 
diseases,” Akinniyi said. “We give 
them suggestions they can take into 
the future.”

Gree said most of the medi-
cal patients that come into Bread 

for the City need help managing 
their diabetes, high cholesterol 
and hypertension, but added that 
students have to work “with the 
emotional aspects of the city’s un-
derserved.”

Those emotions can be hard to 
overcome, Akinniyi said. Recalling 

her first patient - a young transgen-
der lesbian woman with a history 
of sexually transmitted infections 
and hypertension who lived in an 
abusive household - Akinniyi said 
she had as many social and eco-
nomical issues to treat as she did 
body issues.

What overwhelmed Akinniyi, 
she said, was the trust this young 
woman had in her, even though 
they had never met.

“She trusted me because she 
trusted Bread for the City,” Akin-
niyi said. “She told me, ‘As long 
as the doctor is here, I’m fine with 
you.’ ”

For the students, Bread for the 
City gives them a real-life look into 
what public health care could be 
and why, they say, America needs 
more primary care doctors.

“Primary prevention is a focus 
here, we want to prevent the diseas-
es that are killing people,” Comfort 
Amoh-Tonto, a fourth-year medical 
student, said.

Amoh-Tonto and Akinniyi both 
said the D.C. public health care op-
tion could be a model for the na-
tion’s proposed health care reform, 
if the national plan included incen-
tives for doctors to go into primary 
care.

“We live in a system that incen-
tivizes specialties,” said Alex Riv-
ero, a first-year medical student. “If 
we had a system that encouraged 
primary care, patients would be 
able to get the care they need.”

Of the seven GW students 
working last Tuesday night, only 
Akinniyi said she was certain she 
would go into primary care. Amoh-
Tonto said working at Bread for 
the City was reminding her of her 
love for helping the underserved, 
but she was unsure what field she 
wanted to enter.

“It reminds you why you want 
to go into medicine,” she said. u

Older students trying to find 
“New Hall” on a map may be a 
little confused, now that the build-
ing has been officially dedicated in 
a ceremony as Philip S. Amsterdam 
Hall.

Students, alumni, University 
President Steven Knapp, former 
President Steven Joel Trachtenberg, 
and several members of the Board 
of Trustees gathered Saturday in 
the lobby of 2350 H St. to celebrate 
the generosity of the late Philip S. 
Amsterdam, a GW alumnus and 
the new namesake of the residence 
hall.      

Amsterdam received his B.A. in 
anthropology in 1962 and an hon-
orary law degree in 2007. He was 
a member of the Board of Trustees 
and made several significant dona-
tions to the University, including a 
$5 million donation to the Trachten-
berg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. The current 
anthropology building bears the 
name of his mother, Hortense Am-
sterdam.       

The GW Office of Development 
took into consideration all of Am-
sterdam’s involvement in its deci-
sion to honor him, Director of Do-
nor Relations Norma Bustos said.

“We wanted to recognize Phil 
as a close friend of the University,” 
Bustos said. “He gave so much to 
the University, not just financially.”       

While the name change may 
seem a little confusing, it had been 
planned since the building’s con-
struction in 1997. The building was 
initially named “New Hall” to em-
ulate the “New College” at Oxford 

University, Trachtenberg said. Both 
were named with the intention of 
bestowing the buildings with the 
names of generous philanthropists.

Years later, “New Hall” is now 
known as Philip S. Amsterdam 
Hall, while “Oxford is stuck with 
the 'New College,'” Trachtenberg 
said.       

Briefly addressing the small 
crowd, Knapp celebrated Amster-
dam’s generosity and expressed the 
University’s high hopes for the leg-
acy of the dedication. “By honoring 
Phil in this way, we hope to inspire 
generations of GW students who 
pass through these doors to think 
about the service they will do,” he 
said.       

After Knapp’s remarks, Tra-
chtenberg took to the podium to 
sing praises of Amsterdam. “Phil 
gave me two gifts, the first and 
most important of which was his 
friendship, and the second was to 
the institution,” he said. “GW was 
good to Phil and Phil was good to 
GW.”

Trachtenberg went on to de-

tail the full extent of Amsterdam’s 
generosity to the school and to his 
loved ones. The two presidents’ 
dedications gave way to a recep-
tion where community members 
convened to continue the celebra-
tion of Amsterdam’s contributions. 
A plaque providing a brief expla-
nation of the life and involvement 
of Amsterdam now hangs outside 
Philip S. Amsterdam hall.

“Phil would’ve loved all this,” 
Amsterdam’s stepdaughter, Debbie 
Martinos, said. “The speeches, the 
plaque, it’s all great.”      

“He liked being the center of 
attention,” added Roberta Almeas, 
another stepdaughter.   

Dylan F. Pyne, a sophomore 
senator in the Student Association 
and chairman of Campaign GW, 
said he thought the ceremony was 
“really beautiful.”

“From the stories President 
Knapp and President Trachtenberg 
told, it seems like Philip Amster-
dam was truly an inspiration to ev-
eryone he was able to touch,” Pyne 
said. u

The GW Board of Trustees vot-
ed unanimously Friday morning 
to amend the University’s equal 
employment opportunity state-
ment to include “gender identity 
or expression.”

Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Donald Leh-
man and Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Beth Nolan 
recommended to the Commit-
tee on Academic Affairs during 
a meeting on Thursday that the 
University amend its current em-
ployment policy to be in compli-
ance of D.C. laws, according to 
documents distributed at Friday's 
Board meeting. The Board voted 
to include the amendment with-
out discussion.

“It brings us into compliance 
with the District of Columbia’s 
laws,” Lehman said. “Students 
have also advocated very strongly 
for this," he added, referring to the 
change.

President Steven Knapp said 
the inclusion of “gender identity 
or expression” in the policy shows 
the “spirit” of the GW commu-
nity.

“This was the final step we 
were missing,” Knapp said after 
the meeting. “We’re already re-
quired by District of Columbia law 
not to discriminate, so this brings 
us fully into compliance... and 
shows we're a community that is 
committed to diversity.”

Knapp said that GW has been 
effectively operating under these 
standards since D.C. included 
“gender identity or expression” 
into the D.C. Human Rights Act in 
March 2006.

“We were already committed 
to this statement,” Knapp said. 
“This is bringing the language into 
full compliance.”

The equal opportunity state-
ment now reads, “The George 
Washington University does not 
unlawfully discriminate against 
any person on any basis prohib-
ited by federal law, the District 
of Columbia Human Rights Act, 
or other applicable law, includ-
ing without limitation, race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, veteran status, sexual 
orientation, or gender identity or 
expression.”

Student groups have been 
advocating for gender identity 
inclusion in the equal opportu-
nity statement since 2005, Allied 
in Pride President Michael Komo 
said. Allied in Pride outlined an 
amendment to the policy as one of 
their goals for the 2009-2010 aca-
demic year.

“Students at the University can 
now rest assured that they have the 
protections necessary to feel safe 
on campus. Allied in Pride, joined 
with students, faculty members, 
staff members, student organiza-
tions, and more, has worked for 
over five years to reach this cru-
cial goal,” Komo said in an e-mail. 
“This is a huge victory. While it 
may seem like a small change to 
some people, this is an enormous 
help to those students who so des-
perately need it," Komo said. "This 
is a clear sign to me (and Allied 
in Pride) that the University has 
recognized the importance of the 
LGBT community.” u
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Colin Powell presents inaugural public service award
University award 
goes to Iraq war 
veteran

Equal employment 
statement amended
Board of Trustees 
includes gender 
identity in policy

Medical students treat low-income patients at clinic
Bread for the City 
volunteers focus on 
primary care

ceremony dedicates renamed dorm
Current, former 
University presidents 
speak at event

JorDaN emoNt| hatchet photoGrapher
Colin Powell presents GW alumna and Undersecretary for Veterans Affairs 
Tammy Duckworth with the Colin Powell Public Service Award.

JorDaN emoNt | hatchet photoGrapher
Comfort Amoh-Tonto and Ashley Bell are two of about a dozen GW medical and public health students who volunteer at 
Bread for the City's free clinic.

raFFaeLLa GiampaoLo | hatchet photoGrapher
University President Steven Knapp and Phillip Amsterdam's widow, Gail Amster-
dam, show off the dedication plaque at a ceremony on Saturday.
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Quotable
“Some of those people who society 

sees as stone-cold killers facilitated my 
intellectual growth."

28-year-old Sophomore Mario Rocha, 
on his experience in prison after he was 

jailed for a crime he didn't commit.
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     Speaking out  

George Washington envisioned a great 
university in the capital of the nation 
he did so much to create. He wanted 

to attract students from all the former colonies 
so that, together, they might overcome their re-
gional prejudices and forge a new identity as 
citizens of the nation as a whole.   

Today, we are that university, and we bring 
together citizens not only from every state but 
from more than 130 nations. We are a more se-
lective university 
than we have ever 
been. We are firm-
ly established on a 
base of three cam-
puses and many 
satellite facilities. 
We are famous for the contributions of our fac-
ulty, and equally famous for the engagement of 
our students in addressing the pressing issues 
of our time.   

In the coming years, we will continue in-
creasing our selectivity and enhancing the op-
portunities our students enjoy.  What it means to 
be a great university has changed, however, in 
the two centuries since Washington spelled out 
his vision in his last will and testament. We are 
still in the business of forging citizens, although 
now we forge citizens not just of the nation, but 
of the world. We must now build our stature 
as a university that contributes intellectually to 
the solution of national and global problems. 
By matching the excellence of our instruction 
with the strength of our research, we will join 
the ranks of truly world-class universities and 
fully ensure the value of a GW degree. In so 
doing, we will also strengthen our instruction 
itself. There is no more exciting way to learn 
than to work with a professor who is pushing 
the frontier of knowledge, whether the field is 
neuroscience, early modern literature, environ-
mental engineering or international law.  

Our priorities, then, are clear. We must con-

tinue investing in student learning 
and experience, on campus and off, and 
we must increase our investment in 
the kind of discovery that will firmly 
establish our international stature. 
In short, we must increase what 
we invest in our students, our fac-
ulty, and the infrastructure that 
supports them both.  It is reason-
able to ask where the funds for 
these investments will come from. 

Fortunately, we have not faced the financial 
hardships currently affecting other universities. 
Precisely because we have not been forced to 
make draconian, across-the-board cuts, we 
have an opportunity to seek potential savings 
in the way we do business.   

But we can do more than that. With trustee 
support, we are undertaking a bold initiative to 
increase what we invest in our priorities, over 
the next five years, by $60 million per year. That 
amount is the equivalent of what we currently 
spend from our endowment income every 
year. Our plan to, in effect, double the impact 
of our endowment has three components: rais-
ing new funds from philanthropic sources, in-
creasing the productivity of our research and 
instructional programs and finding savings in 
our business processes that we can reinvest in 
our faculty, students, and academic initiatives.   

The first of those efforts is well under-
way, thanks to a build-up of our develop-

ment staff and the engagement of all the 
deans. To implement the other two parts of 
the plan, we need fresh ideas. To that end, 
I have launched the Innovation Task Force. 
The task force comprises a steering com-
mittee, chaired by Associate Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Jeffrey Lenn, and two 
working groups. One group will focus on 
business processes, while the other will fo-
cus on academic innovation. Input from 
throughout the University community will 
be sought through a variety of mechanisms 
the task force may devise, including via a 
web-based suggestion box, Town Hall-style 
meetings and e-mails sent to innovation@
gwu.edu. 

Working together, I have no doubt that we 
can transform GW into a world-class, 21st-cen-
tury version of the university George Washing-
ton envisioned. 

– The writer is the 16th president of The George 
Washington University. 

E-MeR-G-ed [i-mur-juh-id] – verb, the pro-
cess of being assessed and automatically 
transported to GW Hospital by the Emer-

gency Medical Response Group after consuming 
alcohol. Used in a sentence: “Last night I was 
EMeRGed. FML.”

The way students think of the EMeRG pro-
cess is demonstrative of how poorly the alcohol 
policies at GW are written and administered. 
GW’s medical amnesty policy causes an inef-
ficient distribution of medical resources, sus-
piciously makes money for the University and 
scares students into not calling for help when 
potentially necessary. 

The volunteer students at EMeRG are some 
of the hardest-working individuals on campus, 
and I know because I live with one. He regularly 
spends his entire Friday night (sunset to sunrise) 
assessing and transporting students who are 
in potentially life-threatening condition to GW 
Hospital. Often, these students scream at him 
while he is making sure they wake up the follow-
ing morning. And he does this for no pay.

While you may think that the kind of anger 
and resentment some students display towards 
the EMeRG staff is a universal phenomenon on 
campuses, it is actually a much larger issue at GW 
than other places because of the poor policy. 

If there is a single issue in how EMeRG is 
regulated, it is the requirement to transport to 
GW Hospital anyone who is assessed for alcohol 
consumption, regardless of their condition and 
the findings of the assessment. People on EMeRG 
are trained to evaluate the seriousness of a per-
son’s condition, but even if they deem a person 
as not “dangerously intoxicated,” they are still 
required to take that person to the hospital.

This policy is a complete waste of medical 
resources. When EMeRG spends time driving 
drunk students to the hospital, the EMeRG staff-
ers are being taken away from potentially more 
important calls. This perverse responsibility also 
makes students afraid to call for an assessment in 
the first place. Consider the difference it would 

make if EMeRG was only obligated to transport 
people who truly needed to be hospitalized for 
their condition, as is the case with similar organi-
zations at other universities. 

One of the suspect elements of transporting 

every assessed student to GW Hospital is how 
it benefits GW. There is a common narrative to 
the experience of many students who have gone 
through the EMeRG process. They are trans-
ported to the hospital, examined by a doctor or 
nurse for all of a few minutes and then told to sit 
and wait for the next several hours. Along with 
a severe hangover, they can expect a bill for the 
medical services, sometimes upwards of 400 dol-
lars. Ultimately, GW gets paid for every person 
brought to the hospital. 

Thus, GW has the incentive to send students 
to the hospital regardless of their actual condi-
tion. This has resulted in a fear of seeking help 
because people are needlessly taken to the hospi-
tal and then charged for the expense. I guarantee 
that students would be far less afraid to seek help 
if people only in life-threatening condition were 
brought to the hospital. On the other hand, if no 
policy change is made, sooner or later a student 
will die because those around them were afraid 
of an unfair assessment and unnecessary charge. 

Looking for a good application of an am-
nesty policy, one need only look down M 
Street to Georgetown University. The EMeRG 
equivalent at Georgetown is the Georgetown 
Emergency Response Medical Service, better 
known as GERMS. The Georgetown student's 
relationship with the volunteer GERMS group 
is worlds apart from the GW student's relation-
ship with EMeRG. Most importantly, GERMS 

is not required to transport all students that are 
assessed to the hospital. The amnesty policy of 
Georgetown is such that students don’t fear call-
ing GERMS. 

The current question at many universities is 
to decide whether narcotics are included in their 
medical amnesty policy. The inclusion of illicit 
drugs in such a policy is an important element in 
ensuring a safe atmosphere for students seeking 
help. This argument remains the same for a per-
son who is underage but intoxicated: You want 
the student and those around him or her to feel 
comfortable in seeking help when it is necessary.

I understand that the illegal status of such 
drugs makes it more difficult to provide amnes-
ty for those who use them, but to the extent GW 
can reduce internal sanctions for a first-time drug 
abuse, it should. People may be hesitant about 
adding drugs to the policy, but it is necessary 
to have an amnesty policy that covers as many 
dangerous elements as possible without deter-
ring students from making a life-saving call. The 
mixture of drugs and alcohol is especially dan-
gerous, and other universities have recognized 
this fact and responded with policy changes that 
encourage people to seek help when faced with 
this deadly combination.

Right now, the atmosphere surrounding 
the EMeRG process is harmful because the 
people trained to assess alcohol consumption 
and drug use cannot respond at an appropriate 
level for the situation. The policy needs to be 
changed so that instead of students being “as-
sessed and automatically transported to GW 
Hospital,” they are “assessed and, depending 
on the evaluation of trained professionals, ei-
ther released or transported to GW Hospital 
for further care.” This is how other universi-
ties have effectively worked to ensure a good 
relationship between students and emergency 
care units. It is time to rewrite the definition of 
being EMeRGed.

 -The writer, a junior majoring in international 
affairs, is The Hatchet's opinions editor.

Don't EMeRG me, bro!

Carrying on George 
Washington's vision 

Justin Guiffré

Opinions Editor

Steven Knapp
President 

Doubling the impactlacking a director
Earlier this month GW finished its yearly 

review of its alcohol amnesty policy, much of 
which was influenced by last year’s passing 
of Laura Treanor. With as comprehensive a 
review as the University said it completed, 
we would expect there to be a director of the 
University’s Center for Alcohol and Other 
Drug Education - or at least one to have been 
appointed at the conclusion of such a study. 
But since the promotion of CADE’s former 
director more than a year ago, the office has 
operated without a formal head.

It is reprehensible that after an alcohol-
related death on campus and a supposedly 
comprehensive review of policy, GW still 
has not appointed even an official interim 
director.

According to the University's online 
directory, the Center for Alcohol and Other 
Drug Education now consists of a total of 
three official employees. Among these, As-
sistant Director Katie Bean currently holds 
the office’s highest position. While we do 
not know the specifics behind the decision 
to not promote the assistant director or find 
a suitable replacement for former director 
Brian Hamluk, it is impossible to believe that 
GW could not have filled this organizational 
vacancy after more than a year. Students can 
and should expect more from a review head-
ed by Dean of Students Linda Donnels and 
University Police Chief Dolores Stafford.

CADE has made some laudable efforts 
this year. It has launched a program that 
aims to increase alcohol education, and the 
student side of CADE has been noted as a 
successful student organization.

Nonetheless, it remains irresponsible to 
leave such an important position unfilled. 
There needs to be a recognized authority 
on issues related to alcohol on campus. This 
person needs to be knowledgeable of both 
GW's policies and comparative policies on 
other campuses around the nation. The di-
rector should also have the capability to be 
both proactive and reactive in dealing with 
alcohol and drug initiatives and trends on 
campus. Any full assessment of policy nec-
essarily requires a move to hire or promote a 
director for CADE.

The fact that a death occurred on cam-
pus and GW has claimed to have made a 
comprehensive review, all while not having 
a full director for the office that deals with 
alcohol education, is appalling.  

Colonials Invasion drums 
up school spirit

This past Friday not only marked the 
start of GW’s annual Colonials Weekend, 
but also the annual basketball preseason 
kickoff known as Colonials Invasion. The 
event proved an overall success, an indica-
tion of just how spirited GW students can be 
despite the oft-mentioned lack of unity. 

The quality of Colonials Invasion was 
the primary reason for the positive response 
to the event. The night featured an impres-
sive performance by Capital Funk, choreo-
graphed dances by members of the basket-
ball teams, a performance by the Chicago 
Bucket Boys percussion quartet and even 
University President Steven Knapp jump-
ing on the drums with GW's Colonial Brass. 
This effort by the GW Spirit Program was 
very successful in making GW students and 
guests feel part of the GW community. 

Attendance can be a major challenge 
for University events held on Friday nights. 
Planning Colonials Invasion on Colonials 
Weekend was a positive move because it 
provided a family-friendly event on the one 
weekend of the school year students tend to 
actively seek out such programming. The 
inclusion of parents into Colonials Invasion 
builds connections with parents and gives 
students whose parents do not visit a place 
to go on the usually low-key weekend. 

The event was indeed flawed by a pow-
er outage, during which audience members 
were unable to hear music and introductions 
to the women's basketball team. But these 
technical difficulties only slightly detracted 
from the success of the night.

Colonials Invasion 2009, with its enter-
taining show and effective scheduling, was 
an overall success. This type of programming 
and student involvement are necessary for 
promoting unity and school spirit at GW. The 
strong student response to Friday's rally is a 
promising sign that the Spirit Program's ef-
forts and general calls for school unity are not 
lost on the GW student body. At some point, 
it will be up to the individual students of GW 
to promote spirit. Colonials Invasion 2009 is a 
good example of how that can happen.

w Have you ever been eMeRGed or called eMeRG for a friend? 
w Have you ever dealt with GW's medical amnesty policy? 
w Have you ever decided not to call eMeRG in a potentially   
    life-threatening situation? 

We are interested in hearing your 
first-hand experiences with the alcohol 

amnesty policy at GW.

Send a 200- to 300-word testimonial to 
opinions@gwhatchet.com

U
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Ten student-occupied town-
houses have been placed on a 
University-maintained “prob-
lem property list” due to com-
plaints regarding noise, trash or 
other nuisances. 

A property must have had 
at least four complaints logged 
against it to make the list, said 
Michael Akin, executive direc-
tor of the Office of Government, 
International and Community 
Relations. That office maintains 
the list, which was first com-
piled last year. Akin declined to 
list the properties that have been 
labeled as problem properties. 

“Letters were sent to proper-
ties that have been the subject of 
repeated community concerns 

over the past academic year,” 
Akin said. “Four or more calls 
regarding a specific address 
triggered a letter to the landlord 
and the occupants, laying out 
our expectations of proper be-
havior.” 

Akin said the decrease of 
townhouses on the list – down 
from 16 last year – is a good in-
dication the program is work-
ing. 

“This is the second year we 
have sent such letters. Many of 
the properties that received let-
ters last year were not on this 
year’s list,” Akin said. 

Akin did not provide loca-
tions of any of the townhouses, 
but the Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 2A, which encom-
passes the University, voted 
in June to revoke the license of 
the landlord of a townhouse on 
22nd Street due to repeated com-
plaints. The townhouse, located 
at 1016 22nd St., has been tradi-
tionally leased to students, and 
neighbors complained of loud 
parties and excessive trash.  

According to an annual 
report from the Office of Off-

Campus Student Affairs, 42 per-
cent of community complaints 
from June 2007 to July 2008 
concerned townhouses. No in-
formation is currently available 
concerning last academic year. 

Under the University’s good 
neighbor policy, the University 
Police Department or Metro-
politan Police Department will 
respond to any concerns report-
ed by members of the Foggy 
Bottom and West End commu-
nity. The University maintains 
a 24-hour community concern 
hotline, and Akin said calls to 
other administrators are relayed 
back to his office. 

Any townhouse sanitation 
violations fall under the jurisdic-
tion of the D.C.’s Department of 
Public Works. Five percent of 
complaints from 2007 to 2008 
concerned trash, according to 
the Office of Off-Campus Stu-
dent Affairs' annual report.

DPW’s Solid Waste Educa-
tion and Enforcement Program 
strives to keep the city clean 
through a two-step process of 
informing citizens about waste 
management, and, when neces-

sary, administering penalties.  
“We will work with prop-

erty owners, whether they are 
commercial property owners 
or residential property owners, 
to explain to them what are the 
regulations so that people can 
perform within the regulations,” 
said Linda Grant, a spokesper-
son for the department. “When 
that does not happen, then we 
will enforce the law.”  

Fines for residential sanita-
tion infractions range from $75 
for the first violation within a 
60-day period, to $1000 for the 
fourth violation. Infractions can 
include the use of improper stor-
age containers for collection of 
solid waste, failure to maintain 
abutting public space, putting a 
solid waste container out at the 
wrong time or place and using a 
container without a tight-fitting 
lid.

“Trash complaints are a sig-
nificant portion of the commu-
nity concerns that get reported.  
The city has specific regulations 
regarding trash collection and 
off-campus students are expect-
ed to comply,” Akin said. u

Islamic radicalism poses a 
threat to the U.S. and  immigra-
tion laws should be made strict-
er, former U.S. Congressman 
Tom Tancredo said Thursday 
night in the Marvin Center Am-
phitheater.

Tancredo was the keynote 
speaker for Islamo-Facism 
Awareness Week, hosted annu-
ally by the GW chapter of the 
Young America’s Foundation. 
Tancredo, a former Republican 
presidential candidate, expand-
ed on his well-known opposi-
tion to illegal immigration.

“I believe we should slam 
the door on immigration on 
people who are coming who be-
lieve in Shariah law,” Tancredo 
said, referring to the body of Is-
lamic religious law. “It does not 
fit with the Constitution of the 
United States. It cannot coexist, it 
is impossible.”

Tancredo said he supports 
restricting “the cult of multicul-
turalism that permeates our so-
ciety,” by making immigration 
laws stricter.

The former Senator from 
Colorado said a desire for non-
Americans to impose new ide-
ologies and force new religions 
onto American culture, instead 
of assimilating into and adopt-
ing American culture, is the 
main problem in America.

“When a devout and fo-
cused group of opponents is on 
the other side of the wall of you, 
whose got the advantage? It’s 
not us. Not unless we accept the 
idea that there is American con-
ceptualism,” Tancredo said.

Tancredo challenged the at-
tendees to question the role of 
American citizens and the things 
that hold Americans together, 
like faith and religion.

“We are facing this problem 
because of what has happened 
to us, this cult of multicultural-
ism which is making it hard for 
us to figure out who we are,” 
Tancredo said.

Tancredo also shared his 
views of President Barack 
Obama, saying he does not think 
Obama likes the America that 
Tancredo holds dear. Tancredo 
emphasized, however, that this 
has nothing to do with race.

“Race is not a deterrent to 
that assimilation,” Tancredo 
said. “We have to think about 
who we are as Americans. That 
does not have to do with race, it 
is a set of ideas.”

Organizers of the event said 
they thought Tancredo’s speech 
was educational, and they had 
not previously heard the solu-
tions to Islamo-facism that Tan-
credo brought up.

“The event went as well as I 
could have expected it to,” said 
GW YAF President Travis Kor-
son. “Congressman Tom Tancre-
do brought up interesting points 
that I was not aware of, and a lot 
of what he said is what we are 
trying to prove.”

In the past, Korson said there 
has been a lot of protesting of Isla-
mo-facism week, so he was glad 
that this event was peaceful. u

Developing democracy in 
Pakistan is the only way the 
country will know peace and 
security, the Pakistani ambas-
sador to the United States said 
at an Elliott School event Thurs-
day evening.

More than 200 students 
and faculty members filled the 
Harry Harding Auditorium for 
a discussion sponsored by the 
Elliott School’s Ambassadors 
Forum to address the “chal-
lenges facing Pakistan.” Am-
bassador Husain Haqqani, who 
also appeared at GW in Febru-
ary, spoke of several concerns 
facing Pakistan, like intolerant, 
idealist extremists, the nation’s 
socio-economic weaknesses 
and the importance of strength-
ening Pakistan’s democracy.

“Only a democratic Paki-
stan will secure Pakistan,” 
Haqqani said. “Democracy 
brings a certain level of politi-

cal maturity and debate; I must 
say, the debate is not fully yet 
settled.”

Pakistan needs to develop 
its economy, Haqqani said, so 
that it can provide services to all 
Pakistanis in order to combat 
terrorist organizations’ recruit-
ment efforts that offer benefits 
to members. But the govern-
ment cannot afford such expen-
sive social programs alone, he 
said.

Haqqani discussed the sig-
nificance of establishing rela-
tions between the United States 

and Pakistan, comparing their 
current relationship to a yo-yo. 
The ambassador said many 
Pakistanis feel that the United 
States’ efforts in the region are 
temporary and superficial.

To reduce the anti-Ameri-
can sentiment, the United States 
needs to clarify its intentions in 
the region so Pakistanis can be 
certain the U.S. will continue to 
be an ally, Haqqani said.

“Pakistanis view the United 
States as a conspiring friend,” 
Haqqani said. “Americans must 
understand Pakistan’s sensitiv-

ity in terms of trust.”
Terrorism was a central 

theme in the discussion.
“Pakistan is the victim of 

terrorism,” he said. “To be able 
to fight terrorism, Pakistan 
needs a certain level of devel-
opment; to be able to get there, 
we need to get to the terrorists 
first.”

Thursday, in the most recent 
U.S. demonstration that it will 
continue to support Pakistan 
– especially in non-military ef-
forts - President Barack Obama 
signed a bill providing $7.5 bil-
lion dollars in aid to Pakistan 
over the next five years.

Haqqani said the money 
would be spent for develop-
ment in education, health care 
and women empowerment 
programs.

“Pakistan has a need for 
bringing greater literacy, and 
operate in modern economic 
terms,” he said.

Although the discussion 
was directed towards Paki-
stan’s issues, Haqqani did dis-
cuss Pakistan’s strengths. He 
described Pakistan as being at 
a “crossroads of opportunity” 
because of its geographic loca-
tion amid three regions – Cen-
tral Asia, South Asia and the 
Middle East. u
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Team Germany came out 
on top in a college competition 
to create solar-powered homes 
on the National Mall this past 
week.

The Solar Decathlon, an 
event sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, in-
volved 20 teams from around 
the world competing in 10 mini 
competitions with the goal of 
promoting renewable energy.

DOE spokesman John 
Horst said colleges submit pro-
posals to the competition in 
which they attempt to design 
the most “aesthetically ap-
pealing” and energy-efficient 
homes that are targeted at the 
“typical family.”

Teams must “demonstrate 
staff and support” necessary 
for a two-year commitment to 
design and build an 800-square-
foot house. The DOE provides 
each team chosen to compete 
with $100,000 to start their proj-
ects, but the groups raise addi-
tional funds on their own.

The public was free to 
view the small neighborhood 
of brightly lit, modern houses 
built by students throughout 
the competition.

Nicole Ritter of Revolution 
Green, a Living and Learning 
Cohort at GW, said her group 
also checked out the event.

“The Decathlon represents 

everything that the sustainable 
living movement should be 
about — pooling together the 
ideas of students across disci-
plines to find creative solutions 
to a problem that affects us all,” 
said Ritter, a junior and Revo-
lution Green’s co-founder and 
coordinator.

Ritter said the Solar De-
cathlon houses were impres-
sive, but noted that in her 
LLC’s 1920s townhouse, Build-
ing JJ, students have cut their 
water and energy consumption 
by over 50 percent in the past 
year by using low-flow shower 
heads and motion sensored 
hall lights.

“It’s our hope that our 
townhouse is thought of as the 
University’s own ‘green house 
prototype,’ and that the chang-
es we’ve made will be used as 
a model for reducing GW’s car-
bon footprint elsewhere across 
campus,” Ritter said.

GW has never competed in 
the Solar Decathlon, a competi-
tion that has occurred biannu-
ally since 2002.

Ken Zweibel, the director of 
GW’s Institute for Analysis of 
Solar Energy, said the Solar In-
stitute had not entered a house 
proposal into the competition.

Zweibel said the institute, 
which was established last fall, 
was mainly concerned with 
“policy issues... large scale so-
lar systems... [and] connections 
to the power grid.”

While the dean of GW’s 
School of Engineering could 
not be reached for comment, 
Zweibel said that the engineer-
ing program at GW was “in-
viting us to contribute [to the 
Solar Decathlon event] in the 
future.”

Ritter said GW could estab-
lish a “revolving energy fund” 
to “finance student projects 
that have high initial costs, but 
save serious energy. The money 
the projects save the University 
each year in electricity or water 
costs would be put back into 
the fund to finance future ini-
tiatives.”

“We are still working to 
put solar panels on the roof of 
Building JJ, and hope that the 
revolving energy fund will 
eventually finance that and 
other green student initiatives,” 
Ritter said. 

Currently the Solar Decath-
lon teams, which competed to 
see who had the best architec-
ture, lighting designs, market 
viability and other home fea-
tures, are disassembling their 
houses.

After competing since Oct. 
8, awards were presented to 
teams Oct. 16.

Following Team Germany, 

second place went to Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and third place to 
Team California, comprised 
of Santa Clara University and 
California College of the Arts 
students.

After being selected to 
participate in the competition 
two years in advance, students 
build their home then move it 
in pieces to the National Mall to 
reassemble in a week.

When the sun wasn’t shin-
ing, power was drawn from 
a grid to keep the homes run-
ning.

Each day consumer work-
shops were held by DOE and 
other sponsors to raise aware-
ness about renewable energy.

Requests for proposals for 
the Solar Decathlon’s 2011 com-
petition are due by Nov. 17, and 
teams will be notified if they've 
been selected Dec. 18. 

-Amy D’Onofrio contributed 
to this report
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Solar Decathlon runs without sun

byAllisoN BettiN 
Hatchet Reporter

Energy-efficiency 
is paramount at 
competition

Metro stations 
start cell service

Students have another 
place to tap away on their iP-
hones, BlackBerrys and other 
cell phones — inside the Metro. 

As of 5:30 a.m. Friday, 
Metrorail riders can receive 
calls, texts and access the In-
ternet at the 20 busiest Metro 
stations, including the Foggy 
Bottom station.

Before Friday, only people 
with Verizon Wireless had 
service on the Metro. Now all 
the other major providers — 
AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint 
Nextel — will have service on 
the Metro as well.

The wireless connection 
was extended to the platforms 
of stations, but service is still 
spotty inside the tunnels.

Coverage at the remain-
ing 27 Metro stations and the 
entire system will be ready by 
October 2012, according to a 
Metro press release.

Neither the city nor Metro 
is paying for this expansion of 
cell phone coverage; the ex-
tended coverage is being paid 
for entirely by the cell phone 
companies.

The contract that the wire-
less network providers made 

with Metro is expected to 
generate $52 million over the 
course of 25 years.

Since 1994 only Verizon 
Wireless has had a contract with 
Metro, and now the carrier has 
agreed to share the connection 
with the other providers.

Friday afternoon, passen-
gers at the Foggy Bottom sta-
tion had noticed a difference.

“I have AT&T. I just no-
ticed now that I can call from 
the platform, and I couldn’t 
do that before,” said Nicole 
White, a frequent Metro com-
muter, as she was getting off 
her cell phone.

Sydney Carnevole com-
mutes between the Foggy Bot-
tom and Vienna stations often 
and could see a difference 
in the behavior of her fellow 
commuters.

“I’ve noticed a lot more 
people texting while they’re 
waiting on the platform,” she 
said.

Dan Shapula, a daily com-
muter between the Foggy Bot-
tom and Springfield stations, 
has AT&T cell phone service.

“I usually have OK ser-
vice. It is sometimes spotty; it 
works about 80 percent of the 
time,” he said.

Other Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) 
licensed and unlicensed wire-
less network providers will be 
able to join the system current-
ly being implemented.

Providers will be able to 
join as long as they are granted 
permission from Metro. u

by Jeff RichARds  
Hatchet Reporter

Foggy Bottom, 
19 other stations 
have new feature

Becky cRowdeR | hAtchet PhotogRAPheR
Visitors wait to enter Team Germany's winning solar home on the 
National Mall during the Solar Decathlon last week.

the memorial service said. The 
diner has drawn celebrities 
and high-profile politicians 
from all walks of life, includ-
ing the only two people “who 
eat for free,” President Barack 
Obama, who dropped by in 
January for a chili dog and 
cheese fries, and Bill Cosby, a 
longtime fan. 

Kamal Ben Ali, Ali’s son, 
said his father lived his life to 
the fullest and recounted his 
father’s efforts to honor Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. after his as-
sassination in 1968. 

“After the ’68 riots, the 
streets were devastated and 
he came up with an idea,” Ali 

said. “He had 10,000 Martin 
Luther King Jr. calendars made 
up and people came from all 
over to pick up these calendars 
and when they tried to pay, he 
said – ‘No, they are free.' That 
was the point he became loved 
by the community.”  

The ceremony was pep-
pered with anecdotes and ex-
amples of Ben Ali’s work in 
the community, which includ-
ed a stint in the D.C. Chamber 
of Commerce; but Ali’s sons 
provided a more personal look 
at the legendary figure behind 
one of D.C.’s most celebrated 
destinations. 

“To stand here and think 
about my father and his life, 
it really is beautiful,” another 
of his sons, Haidar “Sage” Ben 
Ali, said. “But let’s just be real 

– the man could cuss.” 
Nadine Whittington, a na-

tive Washingtonian who knew 
Ben Ali and attended the cer-
emony, said he left an indelible 
mark on her and the commu-
nity. 

“Do you know what the 
most important thing about 
Ben is?” Whittington asked. 
“It’s that he is a man that helps 
people who want to be helped. 
If you have any desire to pull 
yourself up by your bootstraps, 
he’s going to pull you.”  

Freshman Suzanne Arnott 
did not attend the ceremony, 
but stopped by Ben’s with her 
parents for some chili just after 
the service ended. 

“It just seems like a D.C. 
place,” Arnott said. “It was de-
licious.” u 

which has been scheduled to resume 
Oct. 28, will not stop Hart from opening 
the store for business, but may prevent 
him from selling liquor and operating 
the deli, another, albeit smaller, point of 
contention between WECA and Hart.  

WECA is protesting the proposed 
deli, saying that under Foggy Bottom 
zoning laws, Hart’s plans to sell pizza 
and sandwiches are illegal. Hart said 
the store had been previously autho-
rized to sell prepared foods, and that 
his certificate of occupancy lists Foggy 
Bottom Grocery as a grocery store with 
a sandwich shop.  

ABRA officials asked the parties to 
have proceedings remain confidential, 
but Hart said that his business will be 
hurt as long as the dispute continues, 
due to the cost of fighting the commu-
nity group. 

“I have legal fees adding up,” Hart 
said. “And instead of spending time 
working on the store, I’m spending time 
in the halls of the D.C. government.” 

Kahlow, the secretary of WECA, de-
clined to comment on the dispute, citing 
the confidentiality agreement, but Hart 
said the WECA board's complaints are 
not representative of the community. 

“It’s frustrating because it’s not a 
lot of people protesting the store,” Hart 
said. “The majority of the community is 
in favor.” u

from p. 1
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gRoceRy

communications
industry expo   

meet with representatives from various 
communications organizations to discuss your 

career plans, network and learn about internships and jobs

Thursday
10.22.09

4:30 p.m.:        Q&A panel | marvin center amphitheater

4:30 to 6 p.m.:     EXPO | marvin center continental ballroom

TO RSVP: visit gwork.gwu.edu

FOR MORE INFO: gwired.gwu.edu/career/fairs

www.gwhatchet.com
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Max McGowen
Contributing Life Editor
mmcgowen@gwhatchet.com

Hadas Gold
Life Editor
hgold@gwhatchet.com H

This week in 
Gw hisTory:

43 Years aGo...
Kappa Sigma holds the first 
GW all-fraternity beer-
drinking contest.

23 Years aGo...
Minority enrollment 
at GW nosedives.

33 Years aGo...
Residence halls finally 
get direct phone lines 
for each room.

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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Ramen Noodles, peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches 
and Easy Mac can only go 
so far during midterms. Try 
these easy and tasty recipes 
for something more satisfy-
ing than meals in weeks past. Don’t feel like sharing? 
These recipes make for great leftovers all week long.   

- photos by Anne wernikoff | Assistant Photo editor
- food prepared by hadas Gold | Life editor

Stadium Style Sausage and Peppers
~ Serves two ~

Cooking time: 25 minutes 

1. Prep ingredients on cutting board. Cut sausage into 
half-inch rounds, slice onions and peppers into slivers. 
Dice tomatoes by cutting rounds. Slice horizontally, 
then vertically, to create cubes.
2. Place sausage into large pan. Cook on high heat un-
til brown, about seven minutes. Add onions, peppers, 
tomato and olive oil. Cook on medium heat until in-
gredients become soft and well-combined, stirring oc-
casionally for about 15 minutes. Add salt and pepper 
to taste.
3. Serve on its own, on a hero roll or over pasta.

Grown Up Mac-and-Cheese
~ Serves four ~

Cooking time: 20 minutes 

1. Bring salted water to a boil and start cooking pasta.
2. Melt butter in separate saucepan over medium 
heat.  Add flour and stir constantly, until mixture turns 
a sandy color. 
3. In a separate saucepan or in a microwave, bring milk 
to just before boiling (bubbles).
4. Add milk to butter mixture, stirring constantly. Bring 
sauce to a boil. The sauce should gradually get thicker.
5. Stir in grated cheese. Add salt, pepper, nutmeg and 
cayenne. Serve over pasta.

Cinnamon Apple Slices with 
Ice Cream

 ~ Serves one ~

Cooking time: 10 minutes

1. Combine all ingredients (except ice cream) in mi-
crowave safe bowl. Cover with plastic wrap or mi-
crowave safe top. Cook for two minutes. Serve over 
ice cream, pancakes, French toast, or just about any-
thing.

It’s interesting that ‘study abroad’ in-
cludes the word ‘study.’ Since I’ve come 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, studying has 
been the last thing on my mind. In fact, I 
purposely chose an easy schedule to en-
sure that studying would be on the back 
burner during my time here. And yet, 
never have I gained so much knowledge 
in a short amount of time than in these 
past two months in Argentina. To me, the 
structure of study abroad resembles some-
thing from a diet pill infomercial: party 
all you want (legally) and still learn a lot, 
without ever setting foot in a library! 

The language is one of the clearest ex-
amples of this. Spanish is widely taught 
in the American education system, but 
rarely spoken by non-natives outside the 
classroom. I’ve been taking Spanish since 
the eighth grade, have Spanish-speaking 
relatives and absolutely love the language, 
but still rarely spoke beyond the confines 
of my Spanish class. Not until I had to eat 
breakfast and dinner with a family that 
doesn’t speak English did I really learn to 
speak Spanish. Not until I had to convince 
the bouncer of a club to let my girlfriends 
and I in the door for free did I have to 
force the foreign words through my lips. 
Not until I was hiking on a glacier at the 
base of the Andes Mountains did I finally 
use the phrase, “Hay peligro de aludes?” 
(Is there a danger of avalanches?) 

Although Spanish has completely 
captivated me, I have yet to experience 
the cliché epiphany of study abroad in 
which I stand on top of the highest point 
in Argentina looking into the vast sunset 
and all of a sudden realize the world is 
much bigger than my little campus back 
home. This always seemed a little ridicu-
lous to me. Of course the world is bigger 
than GW. However, there is something 
refreshing about traveling to a place that 

is completely detached from life in the 
states. GW can be quite insular at times. 
Living in Argentina has taught me that in 
the grand scheme of things it won’t mat-
ter if I got screwed over in a group project 
or barely passed my econ class. 

More than anything, studying abroad 
has taught me about myself. When I ate 
Argentinean barbecue for the first time, 
called a parilla, I discovered that I prefer 
the juicy underbelly or flank steak from a 
cow over the coiled intestines that don’t 
hide their origin in taste or appearance. 
Also, I learned there is something utterly 
cathartic about taking a half hour every 
morning to drink coffee and nothing 
else. Coffee-to-go isn’t popular in Argen-

tina. I don’t read the news, don’t go over 
homework and don’t watch TV; I just sit 
and drink. As a multi-tasking journalism 
student prone to high stress levels, this 
Argentinean ritual has completely altered 
the pace of my days and will definitely re-
turn to the States with me.  

It is these small incidents that have 
made the greatest impact on my study 
abroad experience. And again, none 
of them involve studying. Thus is the 
beauty of study abroad. Immerse your-
self in another culture, drink (legally) 
all you want and come away with a 
heightened knowledge of yourself and 
the world. 

The adventure continues. u

Fresh, easy 
recipes for fall

No studying in study abroad

Remy Tumin 

Food Columnist

by Becky reeves  
Hatchet Staff Writer

The small single in Mitchell 
Hall, with its spare white walls 
and utilitarian furniture, re-
minded him uncomfortably of 
another small, solitary room on 
the other side of the country, in 
another world altogether.

The difference was that he 
came to this room, and to GW, 
by the freedom of choice. That 
other room was in the Calipatria 
State Prison in Imperial County, 
Calif. Mario Rocha spent 10 
years there, imprisoned for a 
crime he didn’t commit.

Now, he’s a 28-year-old 
sophomore political communi-
cation major, a free man with an 
award-winning documentary 
about him under his belt.

Rocha was 16 years old 
when he went to the party that 
would change his life. Arriv-
ing with two friends, Rocha 
says the party was like any 
other mid-'90s house party, but 
Rocha, whose older brother had 
joined a local gang, recognized 
some gang members among a 
group of party crashers. Then, a 
dangerous brawl started right in 
front of Rocha.

“I heard a gun shot and I 
half ran, half crawled to hide,” 
he says. “I heard six more shots 
fired in succession and the last 
thing I remember is flashes. The 
noise settled and people started 
coming out of the bushes where 
they were hiding. My friend and 
I drove home after that.”

Instead of just a crazy party 
experience to brag to his friends 
about, a week later in February 
1996, Los Angeles Police Of-
ficers knocked on the door of 
the apartment he shared with 
his family in East Los Angeles. 
He was arrested for the murder 
of Martin Aceves, a 17-year-
old honor student who tried to 
break up the fight at the party.

“I just remember thinking, 
‘What the fuck is happening?’” 
he says. “They were talking 
about murder and I couldn’t 
link anything together.”

Rocha was informed that 
two people, who he had never 
met, had identified him as the 
shooter from photos. He was 
convicted of murder as an adult 
and sentenced to 35 years in 
prison.

“I was no longer in the 
U.S.A.,” Rocha says about his 
time in prison. “The law is no 
longer the law.”

Rocha says that he does not 
hold a grudge against the peo-
ple whose testimony put him in 
jail. In fact, Rocha says, the key 
to maintaining his sanity during 
his imprisonment was just to 

avoid dwelling on his case and 
to focus on educating himself 
and others.

“I became one of the few 
people there who was proac-
tive, trying to edu-
cate and increase 
literacy. I helped 
[the other prisoners] 
write letters to their 
girlfriends, families, 
attorneys,” Rocha 
says. “Some of those 
people who society 
sees as stone-cold 
killers facilitated 
my intellectual 
growth.”

The chaplain 
of the juvenile hall 
Rocha was first im-
prisoned in, Sister 
Janet Harris, never 
lost her faith in his 
innocence, Rocha 
says. She pursued 
any lawyer who 
would take Mario’s 
case, eventually 
encountering at-
torneys at the firm Latham & 
Watkins in Los Angeles where 
then-partner Bob Long took the 
case in 1999.

It was a long shot but Long 

says one option remained: the 
writ of habeas corpus, a legal 
action through which a person 
can seek relief from unlawful 
imprisonment.

“In his case, the 
writ says that the 
first conviction is 
improper because 
he was denied a 
fair trial. Mario was 
denied the right to 
effective counsel,” 
Long said.

Long and the 
Latham & Wat-
kins firm eventu-
ally dedicated more 
than 6,500 hours to 
the case, pro-bono. 
Their involvement 
was mainly due 
to the insistence of 
Sister Harris, who 
could not be reached 
for comment on this 
story.

Long said 
Rocha’s original 
defense attorney 

had never tried a murder case 
before and failed to obtain any 
witnesses to counter the pros-
ecution’s claims. Not a shred 
of physical evidence tied Rocha 

to the crime, but Rocha says he 
believes his brother’s gang af-
filiations, and the fact that he 
was tried alongside two known 
gang members, influenced the 
outcome.

Apart from Sister Harris, his 
family and his attorneys, other 
supporters rallied to Rocha’s 
side, particularly after an award-
winning documentary, "Mario’s 
Story," unflinchingly portrayed 
his legal troubles and his time 
in prison.

The crew filmed Rocha for 
seven years, following his le-
gal team and had rare filming 
access within the prison itself. 
The filmmakers, Susan Koch 
and Jeff Werner, are currently on 
location filming in Africa, and 
were unable to answer requests 
for comment.

The film was the Audience 
Award Winner at the 2006 Los 
Angeles Film Festival, and was 
the official selection or finalist at 
eight other major film festivals.

Eventually, the Supreme 
Court of California affirmed an 
earlier ruling by the Court of 
Appeals, which said that Rocha 
didn’t receive a fair trial. The 
State of California could either 
retry or drop the case. They de-
cided to drop it after they were 
unable to locate the original wit-
nesses.

Rocha only discovered he 
was free after seeing Sister Har-
ris on TV in prison.

“I see Sister (Harris) on ABC 
World News, and she’s saying 
how the Supreme Court has af-
firmed the decision and we’ve 
won. Everyone in the prison 
block started yelling my name 
and celebrating,” he says.

The decision to attend GW 
came after Rocha came to D.C. 
to speak at the District's famous 
Sidwell Friends School in 2007.

Fred Siegel, the dean of 
freshmen, said in an e-mail that 
he heard of Rocha’s interest in 
GW after the head of Sidwell 
alerted Siegel to the potential 
student.  

“I met with everybody at 
GW,” Rocha says. “GW was 
rolling out the red carpet for 
me and I knew this was an op-
portunity that comes once in a 
while.”

For Rocha, starting GW was 
the end of an era and the begin-
ning of his new life. In a blog, he 
wrote this passage: 

“On August 24, 2006, the 
doors of the [jail] closed be-
hind me. On January 11, 2008, 
the doors of my college dorm 
closed behind me. The next 
day I would start classes. I 
was 28, a freshman, free, and 
alone with memories I can 
never erase.” u

by husnA kAzmir 
Hatchet Staff Writer

Convict to Colonial
Ten years for a crime he didn't commit

chris GreGory | hATcheT sTAFF PhoToGrAPher
Sophomore Mario Rocha was wrongly convicted of murder and spent 10 
years in jail. An award-winning documentary was made about him.

s 2 tbsp butter
s 2 tbsp flour
s 1 ¼ cups milk
s ¼ tsp nutmeg
s ¼ tsp cayenne

s ½ cup sharp cheddar 
cheese, grated
s Salt and pepper to 
taste
s 1 box macaroni elbowsIN
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s 1 4-pack Italian 
Sausage
s 1 large yellow onion
s 1 large Bell pepper

s 1 large tomato
s 3 tbsp olive oil
s Salt and pepper 

to tasteIN
G
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s 1 apple, cored and 
sliced
s 1 tsp cinnamon
s ½ tsp nutmeg

s ½ tsp vanilla extract
s 1 tbsp brown sugar
s 1 tbsp water
s Vanilla ice creamIN

G
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PhoTo courTesy Becky reeves
Becky Reeves poses in front of glaciers in the Patagonia region of southern Argentina. She 
is studying abroad for the Fall semester in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

"They were 
talking about 
murder and I 
couldn't link 

anything 
together."

Mario rocha
Sophomore
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Last Word
“All I have to say about this evening 
is, 'wow.'”

 - Men's basketball head coach Karl 
Hobbs on Colonials Invasion

number crunch
The number of 
goals men's water 
polo senior John-
Claude Wright has 
scored in his GW 
career. Wright is 

within five goals of the school's 
all-time top five.

191
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Players, coaches, faculty and 
fans brought the slogan “Are 
you buff enough?” to life on Fri-
day night in the newly renovat-
ed Smith Center for the annual 
Colonials Invasion, celebrating 
the beginning of the upcoming 
basketball season.

The event, lasting two hours 
in the Charles E. Smith Center, 
gave students and visiting par-
ents the opportunity to get ac-
quainted with the GW sports 
and spirit community.

“Colonials Invasion has 
been featured during Colonials 
Weekend in the past, but this is 
the first time in recent years that 
the event has returned to Colo-
nials Weekend,” Spirit Program 
Manager Ariz Matute said. 
“We’re excited to share this tra-
dition again with GW’s parents 
and families.”

Colonial Brass opened the 
evening and served as house 
band throughout the event, 
alternating between the GW 
fight song and popular songs 
like “Sweet Child O’ Mine” and 
“Beat It.”

The group got some help on 
the drums from University Pres-
ident Steven Knapp and men’s 
basketball guard Travis King, 
who played together and alter-
nated solos. King, who has been 
playing drums since he was 13, 

said he heard Knapp played as 
well and began to joke about 
the two playing together at the 
event.

“Somehow, word got 
around,” the redshirt junior 
said.

The men’s team also got 
everybody’s attention when 
they hit the floor dressed head-
to-toe in crisp white pants and 
suit jackets. They performed a 
choreographed dance routine 
that began with some moves 
from Michael Jackson’s famous 
“Thriller” music video and also 
included the Sugarhill Gang’s 
“Apache” and “Single Ladies” 
by Beyoncé.

“We were having a good 
time,” said King, who explained 
that the team began rehearsing 
earlier in the week.

Although the event’s main 
focus was celebrating the Colo-
nials sports teams, the evening 
welcomed a myriad of student 
spirit and performance groups. 
The red seat marking GW alum-
nus Red Auerbach’s former seat 
was commemorated by the Co-
lonial Army and the night closed 

with a performance by hip-hop 
dance troupe Capital Funk.

Some outside groups were 
brought in to perform as well, 
such as the Chicago Bucket Boys 
percussion quartet and the Rim 
Rockers, a Milwaukee-based 
slam dunk team.

School mascots George, Big 
George and the Hippo all made 
appearances throughout the 
night, giving away T-shirts to 
attendees.

Excitement took a brief 
downturn when the power went 
out during the women’s basket-
ball team’s entrance, killing all 
music and amplified sound in 
addition to special light and fog 
effects that had been prominent 
throughout the night.

“I knew something was 
wrong when the music went 
off,” sophomore center Sara Mo-
stafa said.

Both team’s head coaches 
took the microphone to speak 
to those in attendance and gen-
erate excitement for the season. 
Women’s head coach Mike Boze-
man promised that his team 
would “represent [GW] the way 
they should,” while men’s head 
coach Karl Hobbs said his squad 
is “ready to give you their abso-
lute best.”

The pair also praised the 
GW Spirit program and those 
involved with putting together 
Colonials Invasion.

“All I have to say about this 
evening is, ‘wow,’” Hobbs told 
the crowd.

For Mostafa, last year’s 
event paled in comparison to 
this year’s effort.

“It was 100 times better than 
last year,” Mostafa said. “Hav-
ing parents there definitely add-
ed to the atmosphere.” u

Basketball teams, 
performance groups 
entertain fans
by marIeLLe mondon and 
KatIe stoLer
Hatchet Reporters

With four more goals this 
weekend, men’s water polo se-
nior John-Claude Wright keeps 
creeping up the lists as one of 
the nation's top scorers this year 
and one of GW's best ever. But 
the 6-foot-1 native of Jamaica 
does not seem to have let his ris-
ing standing get to his head.

“I’m honored to be at that 
status,” Wright said. “It is a big 
deal and it’s not so much be-
cause the records aren’t going 
to define me as a player. It’s just 
records.”

Wright’s accomplishments 
are not limited to the collegiate 
level. For two years starting in 
2005, Wright played on Jamai-
ca’s junior national team before 
moving up to the senior team, 
where he still participates.

“It’s awesome and it gives 
me an opportunity to play all 
year round to better myself,” 
Wright said. “I gained experi-
ence with water polo at differ-
ent levels around the world. I 
just play and have fun.”

Some may expect a player 
like Wright, a collegiate stand-
out and member of his national 
team, may harbor dreams of 
joining an Olympic team. Yet 
while Wright said he might want 
to play in Europe after gradua-
tion, he acknowledged that col-
lege water polo is probably it 
for him, instead setting his eye 
on becoming a civil engineer.

Men’s water polo head coach 

Scott Reed said Wright is an ex-
tremely gifted shooter.

“J.C. is a very calm but in-
tense player,” Reed said. “He 
has always been a guy that 
never backs down from any 
challenge and very rarely gets 
unnerved.”

Wright is very proud of his 
Jamaican roots and has hopes of 
going back home sometime in 
the future. He cites Usain Bolt, 
the fastest man in the world and 
a fellow Jamaican, as his role 
model.

“He works hard, plays hard, 
and performs,” Wright said. 
“He’s the ultimate athlete.”

Reed said other players on 
the team clearly have a lot to 
look up to in Wright.

“J.C. is a leader by example. 
His teammates see how intense 
he is in games and they tend 
to follow this lead,” Reed said. 
“The younger players are learn-
ing a lot from his example.”

Along those lines, Wright 
said he and his fellow Colonials 
maintain a good chemistry be-

tween them.
“We mesh well and we 

have a good team dynamic and 
good person-to-person relation-
ships,” Wright said.

While Reed said Wright 
leads through his actions, he is 
not without advice for his team-
mates.

“Always wipe a clean slate. 
Never let the bad thing bring 
your game down. Always look 
to then next inning, or whatever 
the sport is,” Wright said. “Keep 
moving forward, always." u

Water polo player has all the Wright stuff

by KIra breKKe  
Hatchet Reporter

Senior leads team 
with 59 goals this 
season

As a steady rain wet 
D.C. for most of the week-
end, the GW men’s soccer 
team took to the road for a 
pair of Atlantic 10 games, 
finding plenty of precipi-
tation in Philadelphia and 
the Bronx as well. Friday’s 
rain at La Salle eventually 
gave way to light snow; 
Sunday’s rain at Ford-
ham was accompanied by 
wind.

The results? Similarly 
mixed. The Colonials used 
an overtime penalty kick 
from sophomore Yoni Ber-
hanu to edge the Explor-
ers 2-1 Friday before being 
shut out 2-0 by the Rams 
Sunday afternoon.

Playing with a man 
advantage after La Salle’s 
goalkeeper drew a first-
half red card, freshman 
Seth Rudolph opened the 
game’s scoring with the 
second goal of his col-
legiate career off a cross 
from senior Kyle Albrecht 
in the 37th minute. GW 
(7-6-0, 1-3-0 A-10) held the 
lead until the Explorers’ 
Mike Pio knocked in a cor-
ner kick from teammate 
Ryan Richter to even the 
score at one apiece in the 
66th minute.

The tie held for the 
remainder of regulation, 
pushing the Colonials 
into their second overtime 
period of the season. It 
wouldn’t last long, as Ber-
hanu drove in a penalty 
kick in the period’s second 
minute to give GW their 
first conference win of the 
season.

Senior and leading 
scorer Andy Stadler did 
not play Sunday at Ford-
ham after leaving Friday’s 
game early due to an ap-
parent injury, leaving the 
Colonials’ offense seem-
ingly struggling to gen-
erate opportunities. The 
team managed three shots 
in the game’s first half and 
none in the second, with 
two of their attempts com-
ing on goal.

The Rams scored twice 
in the game’s first 25 min-
utes and managed six 
more shots after halftime 
but were unable to add an-
other tally.

The Colonials return 
home for the remainder of 
their regular season sched-
ule, a five-game home-
stand beginning Friday 
against Xavier at Mount 
Vernon Field. The game is 
scheduled for a 12:30 p.m. 
start.

- Dan Greene

Women’s soccer Loses tWo
The GW women’s soccer team lost 

two close conference road games this 
weekend, falling 2-1 at Saint Louis Friday 
and 3-2 at Charlotte Sunday.

The Colonials (4-7-4, 1-4-2 Atlantic 
10) first fell behind in the first half against 
Saint Louis and allowed a second goal in 
the 79th minute to find themselves at 
a two-score deficit. Three minutes later 
senior Dara Rosen scored her first goal 
of the season, but GW could not add an 
equalizer before time expired and came 
away with the loss.

GW was able to grab an early lead 
at Charlotte, with senior Ashley Starks 
scoring the game’s first goal in the 10th 
minute and freshman Kayley Sullivan 
adding a second in the 32nd.

Sophomore goalkeeper Lindsey 
Rowe and the Colonials kept the 49ers 
off the board until just before the 
65-minute mark when Charlotte’s Lacey 
McGowan headed a corner from Hailey 
Beam into the goal’s right side. McGow-
an added a second nearly seven minutes 
later, again heading a corner kick from 
Beam to the right and past Rowe.

In the 86th minute, Macky Wingo 
scored to put the 49ers ahead for good.

GW returns home for two games, 
hosting St. Bonaventure Friday at 3 p.m. 
and Duquesne at 11 a.m. Sunday. 

turner taKes seventh
Though rain shortened the tourna-

ment from 54 holes to 36, senior Cole 
Turner was able to finish seventh of 48 
competitors at this weekend’s Lincoln 
Mercury Intercollegiate in Bedminster 
Township, N.J.

Turner’s seven-over score of 151 was 
eight strokes back of the leader, Dela-
ware’s Justin Martinson. A trio of GW 
golfers – sophomore Martin Liu, junior 
Brendan Barrack and senior Sebastian 
Palomares – tied for 13th place.

The Colonials’ fall season continues 
Oct. 27-28 with the ODU/Seascape In-
tercollegiate in Kitty Hawk, N.C. 

voLLeybaLL spLIts agaIn
For the second straight weekend the 

GW women’s volleyball team left home 
and came back with both a win and a 
loss, beating North Carolina Central 3-0 
Friday and falling 3-1 to Charlotte Satur-
day.

Senior Abby Syverson, who rested in 
Wednesday’s win over Morgan State, led 
the Colonials (16-7, 4-3 Atlantic 10) with 
10.5 points Friday. Junior Hannah Stu-
art and freshman Candace Silva-Martin 
paced GW with 13 and 12 digs.

Three of the four sets in Saturday’s 
loss to Charlotte were decided by the 
minimum two points, with the lone ex-
ception being won by just five. The two 
teams each hit an identical .150 for the 
match.

Next the Colonials will host four 
matches in 10 days, beginning with Tues-
day’s 7 p.m. date with Howard. 

Water poLo drops three 
GW's men’s water polo team played 

three ranked teams in two days this 
weekend and came away with a trio of 
losses, first at home against No. 17 Princ-
eton and then against No. 15 Air Force 
and No. 13 Navy in Annapolis, Md.

Senior John-Claude Wright had four 
goals in Saturday’s 12-9 loss to the Tigers.

Sophomore Cray Rogers scored 
three goals Sunday in the 14-5 loss to Air 
Force before adding two more in the 11-3 
defeat at the hands of Navy. 

The Colonials (7-19, 0-6 CWPA) will 
return home Oct. 28 against Johns Hop-
kins. The game is set for a 7 p.m. start.

anne WernKoff | assIstsant photo edItor
Senior John-Claude Wright has put together one of the most prolific scoring careers in GW men's water polo history 
and played for Jamaica's national team. Head coach Scott Reed calls Wright "a leader by example."

men's soccer 
WIns In ot, 
Loses over 
WeeKend

Invasion kicks off season

"It was 100 times better 
than last year."

Sara moStafa
Women's basketball player

anne WernIKoff | assIstant photo edItor
Sophomore Kay-Kay Allums, right, and freshman Janine Davis of the women's basketball team dance during Friday 
night's Colonials Invasion. The women's and men's teams each performed choreographed dance routines at the event.



Spring Break 2010. Sell 
Trips, Earn Cash and 
Go Free. Call for Group 
Discounts. Best Prices 
Guaranteed! Jamaica, 
Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, 
Florida. 800-648-4849 
or www.ststravel.com.

Skydive! One Day First 
Jumps! 
22 jumper airplane 
goes to 13,500' Gift 
Certificates! www.sky-
diveorange.com 
(540) 943-6587

Able to help you and 
your baby. Loving cou-
ple wishes to adopt. 
Will consider open 
adoption. Legal/medi
cal. Call Patty and Phil 
in VA at 1-888-580-
0708 or see us at www.
pattyandphiladopt.org

Seasonal p/t work 
perfect for students. 
Catering $17ph flexible
schedule. We will train. 
For more info email:

staffing@designcuisine.
com

Quick Service, Capitol 
Hill restaurant seeks 
smiling and happy Ca-
shiers and MilkShake 
makers. Part-time and 
full-time positions avail-
able. E-mail resume 
and shedule/availability
to cmsunnyside@gmail.
com

Sitters Wanted. 
$12+ per hour. Register 
free for jobs near cam-
pus or home. 

www.student-sitters.
com

For Sale

NEW 2009 Ford Focus 
SE. Ice Blue, 4 door, 
Ford Sync system, 
Sirius, USB-MP3 
ports, warranties. 
No dealer fees, pri-
vate seller. Photos@
www.flickr.com/pho-
tos/10069931@n03/ 
$14,250.00 (540)554-
2110.
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Across
1 “Uh-huh”
5 Position with no

prospects
10 Parker of “Old

Yeller”
14 Extend oneʼs

service
15 Part of the

Kingdom of the
Netherlands

16 Way to start
17 The lithograph

“Mustache Hat”
and others

18 Game show
feature

19 Joe
20 Degree of

magnitude?
21 “Iʼll Make Love

to You” Grammy
winners

23 Brickmaking
mixture

26 Churchgoing
times for many
nonchurchgoers

27 They may
convince people
to get rides

31 Blizzard hazard

32 One who has
practiced his
hitting skills

40 Lingua dʼEuropa
41 Highest-grossing

black-and-white
film of all time

47 One hoping not
to be cited

48 Word on many
medieval signs

49 Two-time Oscar
winner for Best
Adapted
Screenplay

52 Nail
54 Hawk with a

crested helmet
55 Theyʼre often

directed at
shepherds

57 Either of two
opposing war
emblems

58 Trading card
figure

59 Theyʼll get you
biting responses

60 Immensely

61 “Lucas de
Clercq”
portraitist, ca.
1635

62 They might be in
docks

63 Old sitcom
mechanic, with
“the”

Down
1 Home of Sharif

University of
Technology

2 Noted coward
player

3 High
4 Plays a

sophomoric
prank on,
informally

5 It might tell you
where you stand

6 Sourpuss
7 Pantheonic

queen
8 One whoʼs not

refractory
9 “La Cousine

Bette” novelist
10 Beef or chicken

dish
11 Itʼs found on the

cusp
12 Disaffiliates
13 Group of “nine-

and-fifty” in a
Yeats poem

22 “Woe ___”
(Patricia T.
OʼConner best
seller)

24 Show opening
25 Big name in

faucetry
27 43.359 kg.
28 Guy seen in

funny shorts
29 Joe
30 Business

involving clicking

33 Part of many
Canadian place
names: Abbr.

34 Mediterranean
isl.

35 “See” follower in
a footnote

36 Itʼs often under
glass

37 Denied
38 Ripe

39 Jimmy Dorseyʼs
“___ Mine”

41 Domain of King
Tyndareus

42 Quaker offering
43 Holdups
44 Bit of swearing

in front of a
church leader

45 Rupee spender

46 Successfully
solicit

47 Bombʼs opposite
50 Absolute nobody
51 Linear
53 Maker of the

1923 “Teardrop”
racecar

56 Indication of tire
trouble

57 “Per ardua ad
astra” org.
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much like drunk, Dutch sailors,” 
Stewart said in an interview with 
The Hatchet after his first perfor-
mance. “So to have that level of 
attention is a pleasure.”

Stewart also said that 
though his performance fell on 
Colonials Weekend, speaking to 
parents and students at the same 
time was not an issue.

“The difference between 
the students and the parents is 
not that great. There isn’t a vast 

gap that you would have to try 
and manipulate things to try 
and connect with the audience,” 
Stewart said. “You kind of get 
the sense that it is a pretty so-
phisticated group.”

Although Stewart displayed 
after-performance enthusiasm, 
the premiere show of the eve-
ning did not go off without 
a hitch. During the show, the 
sound system in the Smith Cen-
ter had technical difficulties.

One audience member even 
shouted to Stewart that those in 
the back could not hear the co-
median.

“There was a voice from 

a patron from one of the areas 
that was affected,” said Jason 
Wilson, assistant athletic director 
for facilities. “They said ‘I love 
you Jon, but I can’t hear you.’ 
The sound technician essentially 
said to Jon to raise the mic... and 
it came through the sound sys-
tem.”

Stewart responded on-the-
spot with comic zeal, throwing 
down the microphone, getting 
down onto the stage and starting 
to speak into the speaker box.

Junior Danielle Desaulniers 
said Stewart was the perfect 
performer for the GW demo-
graphic.

“I thought he did really 
good,” Desaulniers said. “This is 
the third performance we have 
been to on parents weekend. I 
thought he did a really nice job 
of blending political satire and 
just overall comedy, which is 
good and well suited to our stu-
dent population.”

Freshman Desi Kireva said 
Stewart’s candid performance 
was unexpected.

“I really liked it,” Kireva 
said. “I thought it was really 
funny. I thought that he was go-
ing to censor himself more since 
parents were around, but he 
didn’t.” u
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sTewART
and improve academic pro-
grams]."

He added, "It’s kind of a 
bold idea. This could have a 
huge impact."

Trustee Raymond Ogletho-
rpe first presented Knapp with 
the idea to make University 
processes more efficient now, 
when the University was in rel-
atively good financial standing, 
so drastic budget cuts would 
not have to be made in the fu-
ture, Knapp said.

The president, along with 
other University officials, 
will look for ways to save by 
launching the Innovation Task 
Force, designed to evaluate the 
University’s budget and ensure 
funds are being used in the most 
efficient ways without resorting 
to cutting programs randomly 
or desperately.

“The idea is to make sure 
funds are put to the best pos-
sible use. That should do three 
things: help us reduce unneces-
sary costs, help us avoid unnec-
essary costs in the future, and 
help us make sure we are spend-
ing the money we do spend as 
wisely as possible,” Knapp said 
in an e-mail on Friday. “We are 
still working on the specific tar-
gets and will have a much bet-
ter idea of what is possible once 
the Task Force gets to work.”

While other private univer-
sities have frozen hiring and 
salaries and cut programs and 
sports teams, GW hired more 
professors last year and in-
creased student aid during the 
recession. Financial administra-
tors said GW was spared from 
needing to take drastic mea-
sures because the University 
relies heavily on tuition for its 
operating budget — rather than 
the endowments that plunged 
with the stock market last fall.

“The best time to do this 
is when it can be done in a 
thoughtful, collaborative way, 
with lots of input from across 
the University community,” 
Knapp said. “Other universi-
ties have had to make sudden, 
across-the-board cuts, but we 
are in the fortunate position of 
being able to look closely and 
carefully at the ways we do 
business.”

Knapp said the task force is 
looking for innovative ideas like 
Colonial Central, which central-
ized student services and freed 
valuable Foggy Bottom office 
space, and adding motion sensors 
for lights to reduce energy costs.

Associate Vice President for 
Academic Operations Jeff Lenn 
will to chair the Innovation Task 
Force and the 36 current mem-
bers of the task force already met 
on Oct. 13 to brainstorm ideas.

“The first meeting was 
a brainstorming session for 
members of the group to get to 
know each other, to solicit ideas 
about where we excel at GW in 
the academic enterprise, and to 
start to suggest where improve-
ments might be made regarding 
allocation of resources,” said 
Associate Vice President for 
Graduate Studies and co-chair 
of the Learning working group 

Dianne Martin.
The task force is broken 

into one steering commit-
tee, chaired by Lenn, and two 
working groups, one to focus 
on reevaluating academic pur-
suits, called the Learning group, 
and one to focus on business 
functions, called the Business 
Processes group. Martin co-
chairs the Learning group with 
Chief Information Officer Dave 
Steinour and the Business Pro-
cesses group will be led by Se-
nior Associate Vice President 
for Finance Dave Lawlor and 
Director of Trachtenberg School 
of Public Policy and Public Ad-
ministration Kathy Newcomer.

“The Business Processes 
group is looking at the admin-
istrative and operational side 
of the University,” Martin said. 
“The Learning group is looking 
at the academic enterprise of 
GW to include research, teach-
ing and learning.”

Knapp said he wanted 
“cross-fertilization” on both 
committees so the Business Pro-
cesses group will include aca-
demics and the Learning group 
includes administrators.

The Innovation Task Force 
will launch a Web site in No-
vember to receive suggestions 
from the GW community and 
also plans to hold town hall 
meetings. Individuals can e-
mail innovation@gwu.edu now 
if they have suggestions. By 
February, the task force hopes 
to have some specific ideas of 
where cuts can occur, according 
to documents given out at the 
Board of Trustees meeting.

The expectation is that the 
Board will receive suggestions 
in May with the potential areas 
for cuts and the “vetted [ideas 
will] move toward implementa-
tion” in June 2010, according to 
Board documents.

While the plan, Knapp said, 
is for the committee to be dis-
solved after one year, he hopes 
that suggestions from the Task 
Force will immediately aid the 
University.

This new initiative aims to 
help GW become a “top-tier” 
university able to compete with 
other private research universi-
ties. The National Science Foun-
dation report, published Oct. 
1, placed GW at 103rd on its 
Survey of Research and Devel-
opment Expenditures at Uni-
versities and Colleges. Knapp 
came to GW from the provost 
position of the longtime holder 
of the No. 1 spot, John Hopkins 
University.

At the Board meeting, Vice 
President for Research Leo 
Chalupa presented six areas 
in which GW will focus its re-
search and fundraising effort: 
autism, computation biology, 
science policy, sustainability, ne-
glected diseases and energy.

Chairman of the Board 
Russell Ramsey described Cha-
lupa’s efforts to increase GW’s 
research as “hitting the ground 
running,” saying Chalupa has 
transformed GW’s research cul-
ture and even referenced ‘90s 
rap star MC Hammer’s "Ham-
mer Time.”

“It’s Leo-time,” Ramsey 
said.

– Sarah Scire contributed to 
this report. 
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Law Enforcement Administra-
tors (IACLEA) and will contin-
ue to expand and manage the 
small consulting business that 
I began in 1997.” 

Stafford served as presi-
dent of IACLEA from 2003 to 
2004 and was the first woman 
to hold that office. 

Stafford, an avid San Fran-
cisco 49ers fan, said she will 

miss the family of more than 
200 officers and staffers who 
work for her.  

“This position, at this Uni-
versity, has been extremely 
fulfilling and challenging and I 
had an opportunity to hire and 
develop an awesome man-
agement team and have hired 
many talented officers, who 
have performed superbly over 
the years,” Stafford said. “To-
gether, we transformed the GW 
Police Department and I am 
proud to say that our depart-

ment has a stellar reputation in 
DC and across the country.” 

University President Ste-
ven Knapp said Stafford had 
been contemplating the move 
from active law enforcement 
for “some time.” 

“The University has been 
well-served by her profession-
al and dedicated leadership 
of the GW Police Department 
and her nationally recognized 
expertise in campus law en-
forcement and the Clery Act,” 
Knapp said in an e-mail, re-

ferring to the federal law that 
requires colleges that receive 
federal aid to disclose infor-
mation regarding crime on 
and around campus. 

Stafford made headlines 
in April of 2008 when she 
co-authored a national safety 
report in which she recom-
mended that campus police 
officers be armed with guns. 
A task force last year dis-
cussed the option of arming 
UPD but decided against the 
initiative last May. u
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