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Police have identified a suspect in 
the assault on a graduate student in 
Duques Hall last month as 42-year-old 
Mohammed N. Niazi of Staunton, Va.

Detective Neil Jones of the Met-
ropolitan Police 
Department said 
Niazi has been 
charged with as-
sault with a dan-
gerous weapon 
stemming from 
an Oct. 9 incident 
in which a man 
used a hammer 
to attack a student in a second-floor 
Duques bathroom. The student was 
hit in the back of the head, causing 
a 3-inch gash and major, but not life-
threatening, injuries, according to an 
MPD police report. The student was 
taken to GW Hospital, but released 
later that night.

Niazi should be considered armed 
and dangerous, according to a GW 
campus advisory, and is being de-
scribed as a “light-complexioned 
male, possibly of Middle-Eastern de-
scent, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing ap-
proximately 160 pounds.”

University Police Chief Dolores 
Stafford said Niazi was identified 
“through tips that GWPD and MPD 
were able to investigate.” Jones said 
police identified him as a suspect on 
Oct. 16, but the campus advisory was 
not released until Oct. 29. 

Jones said MPD pulled his photo, 

The University was forced to 
add classroom space this fall, after 
space restrictions left the registrar 
in a scheduling pinch, University 
officials said. 

Two additional classroom 
spaces – Rome B104 and Phillips 
306 – were added to help ease the 
scheduling strain for the fall se-
mester, but with 155 general pur-
pose classrooms and 4,500 classes, 
the University is still struggling 
to accommodate faculty sched-

ules, Caitlin Huntley, the director 
of academic scheduling said. 

While every class will be al-
lotted space, the class may not be 
scheduled at an ideal time for the 
professor, she said. 

“Every time we assemble the 
schedule there are classes that do 
not get their first choice of meet-
ing time because not everyone 
can meet Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 12:45 to 2 p.m., by far 
the most popular time band,” 
Huntley said in an e-mail.  

In an effort to maximize space, 
general purpose classrooms can 
only be used during predeter-
mined time bands, a tactic incor-
porated into the University by 
Craig Linebaugh, the associate 
vice president for academic plan-
ning. Because of scheduling con-

Plenty of questions surround the 
men's basketball team as it enters 
this season with a roster boasting six 
freshmen and two players work-
ing their way back from inju-
ry. At Thursday evening’s 
Colonials Home Court 
Advantage Tour, fans 
had their first 
chance to 
see the 

team in action, watching the players 
practice and having the opportunity 
to meet and speak with them at a pri-
vate reception.

The event, which was free for 
members of the program’s two do-

nor clubs and $40 for others, 
began with a half-hour 

session of drills before 
head coach Karl Hobbs 
took the microphone to 
speak to those in atten-
dance.

Hobbs discussed 
the team’s “terrific 

chemistry,” calling it 
“the type of chemistry 

we haven’t had in a couple 
years." The Colonials finished 13th 
in the 14-team Atlantic 10 the past 
two years.

“They have great personalities 
and you will see those personalities 

shine when they play,” he said.
Hobbs took time to show-

case such personalities, hav-
ing each of the five fresh-

men present take the 
microphone to briefly 
introduce themselves. 
Dwayne Smith, a To-
ronto native, drew 
laughs when he told 

the crowd that he likes 
to play basketball and Lasan Kro-
mah called himself "the shooter."

The sixth newcomer, injured 

center Daymon War-
ren, came late to the 
event from class.

One attendee asked 
about the health of red-
shirt junior Travis King, 
who missed the 2007-08 
season with a knee injury 
and worked his way back 
last year, and redshirt soph-
omore Jabari Edwards, who 
has been plagued by inju-
ries during his two years 
in Foggy Bottom.

“I’m 100 percent, ready 
to go,” King told the crowd. 
Edwards said he is “healthy 
this year,” and looked the 
part during drills.

Hobbs seemed to rel-
ish his role as emcee while 
interviewing the players, 
joking about how Edwards’ 
mother helps him discipline her 
son and prompting senior standout 
Damian Hollis to share the mean-
ing of a new tattoo on his leg.n b

The ninth-year head coach also 
pointed out his daughter, Rashauna, 
a senior on George Mason’s wom-
en’s basketball team, in the stands. 
George Mason’s men’s team will 
travel to Smith Center to play GW 
Dec. 2 with the Colonials’ women’s 
team visiting the Patriots Dec. 22.

Despite the student e-mail up-
grade to Gmail more than a year ago, 
professors are still using the antiquated 
Colonial Mail e-mail system – though 
some said they’ve found ways to get 
around the problems the old system 
poses. 

The Colonial Mail system – an e-
mail system that was phased out of 
student use before the 2008-09 school 
year – has often been criticized for 
having inadequate storage space and 
not being user-friendly.

Last summer, the University set 
up a committee of faculty and admin-
istrators to determine which e-mail 

provider faculty and staff should be 
moved to, said David Steinour, the 
University’s chief information of-
ficer. The committee was consider-
ing a move to Groupwise, Microsoft 
Exchange, or Gmail, Steinour said, 
though he added he thinks the Google 
option will be the final choice.

“My expectation is that over the 
next year to year and a half, we will 
migrate the faculty and staff, one de-
partment at a time, to the Google solu-
tion,” he said. 

After the faculty gives its final 
approval for Google mail, University 
President Steven Knapp and the rest 
of the senior administrators will have 
to approve the plan, Steinour said. 
Once the plan is approved, Steinour 
and his staff will draw up contract ne-
gotiations with the new provider.  

Steinour said the major com-
plaints he receives about the Colonial 
Mail system are not about the system 
itself, but rather its lack of storage. 
CMail limits users to only 50 mega-
bytes of data storage, while Gmail of-

fers seven gigabytes. The difference in 
storage space amounts to thousands 
of e-mails or attachments.

Professors interviewed, though, 
said they have found ways around the 
storage capacity issues by forwarding 
their CMail accounts to other e-mail 
clients, like Gmail.

Assault 
suspect 
identified

by Dan Greene  
Sports Editor  

Parts of the Marvin Center will 
be open until 2 a.m. daily for study 
space starting Monday, the Marvin 
Center Governing Board and Stu-
dent Association announced last 
week. 

The program, “Marvin Center 
Late Night,” will run on a trial ba-
sis through the end of the 2009-10 
academic year. The ground floor, 
Great Hall, Columbian Square and 
the entire fourth floor – including 
all meeting rooms and student or-
ganization offices – will be open for 
use.   

“This is important for students 
because there has been so much 
talk that Gelman isn’t adequate, 
and there is an additional demand 
for space. This program is a great 
way to meet or study in a quiet en-
vironment,” Ethan Elser, chairman 
of the Marvin Center Governing 
Board, said. 

The second and third floors 
of the Marvin Center will not be 
a part of the new late-night-hours 
program. 

Elser’s goal to increase Marvin 
Center operating hours and study 
space aligned with the goals of the 

Student Association, and they have 
been jointly working on this initia-
tive since the summer. 

“We’re doing this until end 
of the year, and will be looking at 
numbers, usage, cleanliness, and 
make sure it’s something that peo-
ple want. There are people sitting 
in the halls of Gelman when they 
could be sitting in a chair some-
where,” said Julie Bindelglass, Stu-
dent Association president. 

Elser said MCGB and the SA 
felt the fourth floor would be the 
most beneficial study area for stu-
dents, and was also the easiest to 
implement from a Marvin Center 
security perspective. 

“The fourth floor is the stu-
dent hub. It has a large number of 
meeting rooms and small student 
organization rooms. It’s a great first 
starting point. We are going to track 
how people use it,” Elser said. 

The rooms will stay set up how 
they were set up from previous 
meetings so students will be able 
to use the space for the maximum 
amount of time possible. Students 
are free to change the set up of the 
room if they wish.

Scheduling issues 
prompt space changes

Rockin'Rocky

Michelle rattinGer | assistant Photo eDitor
Freshman Lizzy Marmon performs as Columbia in Forbidden Planet Productions' rendition of the Rocky Horror Picture 
Show Friday night in the Marvin Center Grand Ballroom. The show has been performed for 15 consecutive years.

Professors may switch to Gmail

Marvin center hours extended

Univ. struggles to 
accommodate faculty 
schedules, official says

Storage space on 
current e-mail system 
insufficient, users say
by Michelle Brown   
Hatchet Reporter 
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by GaBrielle Bluestone  
Metro News Editor  
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"I got tired of constantly 
exceeding Colonial Mail's 

quota and having to delete 
messages – which of course I 
almost always needed once I 

deleted them."
janet steele

Professor

chris GreGory | hatchet staff PhotoGraPher
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Men's basketball open practice offers first glimpse at team

November 12
Be sure to check out The Hatchet's basketball preview 
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Kromah. Above: Senior 
Damian Hollis
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Monday
20 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall
After a candelight vigil, Gelman Library will 
unveil two exhibits about the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the protests in East Ger-
many in 1989. Vigil starts at 5 p.m. at 1920 
G St. NW, and proceeds to Gelman for the 
opening cermonies.
Gelman Library |  5 to 7:30 p.m.

U.S. africa Command: General
William e. Ward
Listen to General William Ward, com-
mander of the United States Africa 
Command, speak to students about the 
relationships between security, develop-
ment, diplomacy and prosperity in Africa.
Jack Morton Auditorium | 6 to 7:15 p.m.

fall film Series: “Harry Potter 
and the Half-Blood Prince”
Watch the newest release in the 
Harry Potter series during this 
Program Board event. GWorld 
gets you and a friend in for free. 
Marvin Center Grand Ball-
room | 8 to 10 p.m. 

Wacky Wednesday: Stu-
dents for Justice in Palestine
Eat free food while watching 
an award-winning documen-
tary, “Operation 101,” about the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
Mount Vernon Pub | 
9 to 11 p.m.

WedneSday

former president ranks 
no. 1 for compensation

WeB extra
SPHHS students place first in competition 
Grad students devise plan for cost-
efficient health care system.

SLIdeSHoW
Basketball open practice
Get a look at the men’s and women’s 
teams in action.

MULtIMedIa
WeB extra
Martin luther King Jr. memorial 
Permission has been granted for 
construction to begin.
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Senior Sonia Malpeso, left, and senior Brian Schepis carved pumpkins Thursday in Kogan Plaza. Pumpkins were provided in exchange for donations 
to the TRAiLS alternative spring break trip funds. 
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Former University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg was the top paid former 
officer of a private U.S. university for the 
2007-08 academic year, according to a report 
from the Chronicle of Higher Education.

From 2007 to 2008, Trachtenberg received 
more than $3.6 million in compensation from 
the University, The Hatchet reported in June. 
Trachtenberg – who served as president for 
19 years – received a “one-time lump sum 
payment” from the University when he re-
tired in 2007 that accounts for the high com-
pensation, said Sarah Baldassaro, assistant 
vice president for communications. 

Baldassaro said the payment can be bro-
ken down into two parts.

“The first component – a longevity bo-
nus – was granted on an annual basis under 
his contract but was not payable until his 
retirement from the presidency,” Baldassaro 
said in an e-mail. She added that a “Com-
pensation Committee” created this longev-
ity bonus in order to encourage Trachten-
berg to “stay the length of time the Board of 
Trustees believed necessary to bring about 
desired changes at the University.”

Trachtenberg said for the nearly 20 years 
he spent as University president, the Board 
of Trustees set aside funds which he would 
receive when he left the University. Tra-
chtenberg said he used part of these deferred 
compensation funds to purchase a house in 
D.C. after he retired.

“Under my contract I was obliged to 
live in a university house as president,” Tra-
chtenberg said in an e-mail. “When I came 
to D.C. in 1988 I wanted to buy a home of 
my own. The [board] said they would make 
it possible for me to get a house when I re-
tired.” 

The second component of Trachtenberg’s 
bonus came from sabbatical leave which he 
was eligible to take during his tenure, but 
did not utilize because “he did not want to 
interrupt his work as president,” Baldassaro 
said.

Behind Trachtenberg on the list is Nancy 
Dye, former president of Oberlin College, 
who served in the position for 13 years. Dye 
received $1,460,420 after she announced her 
retirement in 2007, $2.2 million less than Tra-
chtenberg.

Trachtenberg said it is unfair compare 
his listed salary to other former officials’ 
compensations listed by the Chronicle. 

“One can not compare my situation 
to others unless all the data points are the 
same,” Trachtenberg said. “How many years 
did others serve? How good a job did they 
do? What issues did they have to confront?  
And so on... No two people or schools are 
exactly the same.”

–emily Cahn
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University administra-
tors have projected that 
fundraising will increase 
by $30 million this year 
– a 44.5 percent increase 
from 2008 – according to 
a report published by the 
Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation this week.

This percent increase 
earns the University the 
No. 3 spot for fundraising 
increases by percentage, 
according to the report, 
which ranks the top 400 
nonprofits across the U.S. 
for their fundraising abili-
ties, said Noelle Barton, 
manager of special projects 
for the Chronicle.

“GW will hop up the 
list next year if their total 
stays where they think it 
will right now,” Barton 
said.

The Philanthropy 400 
is a 19-year-old ranking, 
Barton said, and “is basi-
cally for the philanthropic 
sector to see what chari-
ties are doing the best with 
fundraising from the pub-
lic.”

The University ranked 
345 out of the top 400 non-
profit companies for fund-
raising in fiscal year 2008, 
according to the report. 
The University raised 
about $58.6 million from 
July 1, 2007 to June 30, 
2008, ranking GW among 
the bottom third of uni-
versities on the list, Bar-
ton said. She said when a 
nonprofit reports a much 
higher expectation for 
fundraising numbers, the 
jump is usually because 
they embark on a capital 
fundraising project, or 
have already received a 
large donation.

“Having a 45 percent 
increase from year to year 
is significant, but we have 
to be careful as to what that 
might mean,” Barton said. 
“Whenever it’s a high per-
centage like that there may 
be a reason behind that.” 

GW's Office of Devel-
opment did not respond to 
requests for comment by 
press time.

 Barton said 118 uni-

versities are included in 
the report. Among those 
118 universities, only 14 
ranked lower than GW in 
2008, putting the Universi-
ty in the 104th spot among 
institutions of higher edu-
cation.

“The top is Stanford, 
ranked No. 12 on the list 
with $785 million raised, 
down to Bard College, 
which is the lowest-ranked 
university, and they are 
just six shy from the end 
of the list at 395, and they 
raised about $48 million,” 
Barton said. “It is a pretty 
wide range, and $58 to $59 
million is in the lower third 
of that range.”

While GW is ranked 
low on the 2008 list, Barton 
said the University raises 
“a considerable sum of 
money.” If the University 
is able to meet its projected 
goal for 2009 – more than 
$84 million, according to 
the report – the University 
would move up about 90 
spots in the rankings.

–emily Cahn

Despite several violent 
assaults near campus in the 
last few months, overall 
crime in Foggy Bottom has 
been lower in 2009 than it 
was in 2008.  

This year, total crime 
in the Police Service Area 
207, which encompasses 
the Foggy Bottom campus, 
is down by 6 percent from 
the same time period last 
year, according to the MPD 
crime-mapping Web site. 
The drop has been primar-
ily seen in property crimes 
like thefts, stolen cars and 
arson, which are down by 
9 percent, according to the 
MPD crime map. Violent 
crimes, which include rob-
beries, assaults and sex 
abuse, are up by 25 percent 
in the 207 area.  Since the 
beginning of the school 
year, there have been 10 
such crimes, according to 
crime map data

University Police Chief 
Dolores Stafford said D.C.'s 
Second District, where GW 
is located, is a historically 
safe area. 

“The Second District 
is one of the safest areas 
of the city. The homicide 
rate has historically been 
low in the Second Dis-
trict,” Stafford said in an 
e-mail. “We recognize that 
crimes can happen any-
where, therefore, we plan 
the levels of security for 
the campus with preven-
tion and deterrence as the 
primary goals and we train 
and prepare our officers to 
respond to all crimes when 
they occur.” 

Stafford said UPD offi-
cers are routinely trained to 
handle all types of crimes.

“The GWPD officers are 
trained in standard law en-
forcement patrol response, 
preliminary investigation 
and crime scene preserva-
tion,” Stafford said.  

Metropolitan Police 
Department Commander 
Matthew Klein was unable 
to comment before press 
time. 

Melvin Stevenson, a 
self-described panhandler 
who has lived in Washing-
ton for eight years, works 

at the intersection of 23rd 
Street and Washington 
Circle and said he thought 
the area has become more 
safe. 

“At street level it’s a 
lot better than it was eight 
years ago. There are less 
homeless people on the 
street than there were,” 
said Stevenson. “It might 
have something to do with 
the police doing a good 
job.” 

Junior Ashanthi Eisele 
said she generally feels 
safe on campus, but exer-
cises caution late at night, 
and coordinates with her 
friends to make sure every-
one stays safe.

“My roommates and I 
actually have a buddy sys-
tem, one of my roommates 
just the other night was 
walking back with some-
one and she told me his 
name and what he looked 
like,” Eisele said. “GW is 
downtown, there are lots 
of lights, lots of people; the 
only time I feel uncomfort-
able is three in the morn-
ing when I’m coming back 
from Gelman.” 

Elliott School employ-
ee Grant Schneider, who 
has lived in D.C. for five 
years and currently lives 

in Adams Morgan, said he 
thinks D.C.’s reputation 
for crime is on par with 
other cities. 

“I don’t think I do any-
thing out of the ordinary 
here that I wouldn’t do in 
L.A. or New York,” Sch-
neider said. “If you live in 
a city, you’ve got to deal 
with it.” 

Elliott School graduate 
student Andrew Martinez 
said he felt the same way. 

“I’ve had people tell me 
they’ve heard bad things 
about D.C., but I don’t 
think that’s any more so 
than any other city,” Mar-
tinez said. u

A Philadelphia-based 
architectural firm has been 
hired by the University to 
design the initial phases of 
the most expensive project 
in University history – the 
Science and Engineering 
Complex – University of-
ficials said last week. 

Ballinger Architects 
was selected out of 15 
architectural firms from 
across the country to plan 
the initial concepts and 
programming for the com-
plex, Alicia O’Neil, senior 
vice president for opera-
tions, said.

“Programming is the 
process of determining 
what will be located in 
the building - the architect 
goes out and interviews 
various users to determine 
what will be there and how 
it would lay out,” O’Neil 
said in October.

Ballinger Architects 
specializes in research, 
academic, health care and 
corporate buildings, ac-
cording to the firm’s Web 
site. Company representa-
tives did not return a re-
quest for comment.

O’Neil has previously 
said the firm chosen to 

design the SEC may not 
be the firm that ultimately 
builds the project.

Initial estimates put 
the total cost for the SEC 
around $300 million, 
which would make the 
project the most expensive 
in University history. Ex-
ecutive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Donald 
Lehman said earlier this 
year that both Peg Bar-
ratt, dean of the Colum-
bian College of Arts and 
Sciences, and David Doll-
ing, dean of the School of 
Engineering and Applied 
Science, have been given 
fundraising targets for the 
current fiscal year to help 
fund the SEC.

Lehman, who will re-
tire from his post in 2010, 
plans to stay on as an ad-
viser to University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp, and 
says he is excited the Uni-
versity has chosen a firm 
which will keep the proj-
ect on schedule. Calling 
programming a “critical 
phase” in the process, Le-
hman said the firm would 
make decisions about mac-
ro details for the building. 

–Lauren French

Two of Congress’ most 
outspoken members discussed 
partisanship in Washington at 
a kickoff event for the Youth 
Leadership Speaker Series on 
Thursday.

Rep. Barney Frank, D-
Mass., and Rep. Betsy Markey, 
D-Colo., headlined the event 
held at the Library of Con-
gress. The discussion was the 
first of seven in a series geared 
toward increasing interaction 
between college students and 
members of the Democratic 
Party.

“You’re never going to 
please everyone, but it’s im-
portant to vote with your 
conscience,” said Markey, a 
freshman congresswoman rep-
resenting a historically conser-

vative area of Colorado.
Markey expressed en-

thusiasm about the aggres-
sive legislative agenda of the 
last 10 months. Congress has 
passed a stimulus bill, an en-
ergy bill and a bill that would 
end subsidized lending and 
make student loans more reli-
able, she said.

Frank, notorious for his 
blunt remarks about the state 
of affairs in Washington, said 
he was pleased to be speaking 
to a group of students who 
identify themselves as Demo-
crats.

One of the few openly gay 
congressmen, Frank is chair-
man of the House Financial 
Services Committee. He con-
veyed his discontent with the 
Republican Party for becom-
ing increasingly conservative 
after the last presidential elec-
tion.

“Seventy-five percent of 
the GOP voted against a ma-
jor defense bill because it in-
cluded legislation that would 
protect the LGBT community 
against hate crimes,” he said.

Frank proudly declared 

himself “a partisan Democrat” 
because of the importance of 
political parties in a democ-
racy, but admitted biparti-
sanship is helpful in drafting 
strong public policy.

He addressed the high 
cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and the impor-
tance of passing comprehen-
sive health care legislation.

“This notion that America 
has to be the primary influ-
ence around the world does 
not justify the cost. If we 
hadn’t gone to war in Iraq, 
we wouldn’t have a problem 
paying for health care,” Frank 
said.

The U.S. government has 
no legitimate reason for stay-
ing in Iraq, he said.

Questions to Frank from 
local college students and con-
gressional interns included 
concerns about the practical-
ity of passing health care re-
form now.

Frank said the increasing 
cost of health insurance has 
become unbearable for the av-
erage citizen.

“People don’t want a 
health care bill because it will 
add to the deficit, but funding 
two unnecessary wars is sup-
ported,” he said.

The hosts of the event, the 
21st Century Democrats, were 
pleased with the outcome of 
the lively discussion.

“We were very excited to 
have Chairman Frank and 
Congresswoman Markey at 
our event,” said Kyle Weidle-
man, the organization’s com-
munications director.

“They are dynamic speak-
ers in their own right and get 
young people excited about 
working as progressive demo-
crats in the future.” u

Legislators kick off speaker series 

by eriCa Obersi  
Hatchet Reporter

Barney Frank, 
Betsy Markey talk 
U.S. politics

"This notion that Amer-
ica has to be the pri-

mary influence around 
the world does not 

justify the cost."
Barney Frank

Congressman
JOrdaN emONt | HatCHet pHOtOgrapHer

Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., speaks to students as part of the Youth 
Leadership Speaker Series Thursday at the Library of Congress.

Total crime in Foggy Bottom decreases
Violent crime, 
however, remains 
higher than 2008
by HaraLd OLseN  
Hatchet Staff Writer 

FaCtFILE
6 percent 

Decrease in total crime in 
2009 compared to 2008

9 percent 
Decrease in property 

crimes

25 percent 
Increase in violent crimes

University projects significant fundraising 
increase, philanthropy publication reports

architects hired for science 
and engineering Complex

Professor Diana Lip-
scomb, a professor of bio-
logical science, said she is 
accustomed to the Colo-
nial Mail system’s “clunky 
parts” and said she didn’t 
care when professors were 
moved to the Gmail client 
because she already for-
wards her e-mails to her 
personal Gmail account.

“The lack of storage 
space in Colonial Mail isn’t 
a problem, because I just 
forward the messages I want 
to keep from the Colonial 
account into my personal 
Gmail account,” Lipscomb 

said in an e-mail.
Janet Steele, an associ-

ate professor in the School 
of Media and Public Affairs, 
said she began forwarding 
her CMail e-mails to Gmail 
a long time ago and “has 
never looked back.” 

“I got tired of constantly 
exceeding Colonial Mail’s 
quota, and having to delete 
messages – which of course 
I almost always needed 
once I deleted them,” Steele 
said in an e-mail. “It took a 
week or so to get used to the 
new system, but once I did, 
I never gave Colonial Mail 
another thought.”

Bruce Dickson, a profes-
sor of political science and 
international affairs, does 
not forward his e-mails from 

the Colonial Mail system, 
but said his main complaint 
was that Colonial Mail only 
displays 20 messages at a 
time. 

“At least for me, that 
means I often forget to look 
at older messages for a 
while,” Dickson said.

Lipscomb said she is 
more concerned with updat-
ing her e-mail address with 
the National Science Foun-
dation and her colleagues 
around the world, as pro-
fessorts may no longer have 
the @gwu.edu address if the 
University switches them to 
a Gmail system. 

“[The transition] will 
be inconvenient but then it 
will be done. So why worry 
about it?” Lipscomb said. 

from p. 1
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Hail to the 

Chief! 
Our little boy is all grown up!

Let's celebrate... 
Hatchet style. 
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With Veteran’s Day only a week away, 
it’s important to remember what it 
means to be a veteran here at GW.    

After World War II, the troops came home 
to yellow ribbons, a GI Bill of Rights and the 
open arms of their communities, with parades, 
ceremonies, employment opportunities, and the 
chance for a better life. “Support 
the troops” was not just a catch-
phrase; it was a promise and a 
life-long commitment of that 
generation to take care of their 
veterans. Unfortunately, our country's vow fell 
by the wayside.

Following the Vietnam War, war veterans 
(many of whom were draftees) came home to 
apathy, anger and, sometimes, outright hostility. 
There were no calls to “support the troops” in 
the 1970s, and we must not forget the pain those 
men and women endured when they returned 
from the battlefield. That generation is also re-
sponsible for an embarrassing statistic I want 
each of you to think about: 80 percent of Viet-
nam veterans attended college in the years that 
followed the war, but less than 40 percent actu-
ally graduated. How did that happen? We must 
ensure that today’s generation fares better and 
goes on to make the contribution that the Great-
est Generation did more than 60 years ago.  

On Friday, Oct. 23, GW hosted a first-of-
its-kind symposium on veterans’ success in 
higher education. Bringing together educators 
from across the country with veterans' rights 
advocates, mental health professionals, politi-
cal leaders and student veterans, we spent the 
day learning about the many challenges facing 
veterans in the college environment. We also 
discussed how coming together as a community 
can really make a tangible difference in the con-
cept of “supporting the troops.” The conference 
was well attended, and as a veteran myself, I can 
say we came away feeling that the discussion 
we started will translate into a real difference for 

vets around the country. 
We as a University have an enormous op-

portunity to make a difference in the lives of 
some men and women who have done so 
much for our nation. There are service members 
younger than us who are in Iraq or Afghanistan 
right now who would give anything to be part 

of this University community. 
With the Post-9/11 GI Bill, it is 
likely some of them will be here 
in the spring semester and se-
mesters to follow. Are we ready 

to support them during their transition from the 
battlefield to the classroom?  

A good first step is to treat them like peers. 
Interact with them and don’t be intimidated. 
Avoid questions you don’t want or need to know 
the answer to, like “How many people did you 
kill over there?”  War is a terrible thing 
to have to experience, and if veterans 
want to talk about it with you, they 
will let you know, I promise. Re-
membering those memories can 
be very difficult for some people, 
and not necessarily what someone wants 
to do while on the way to chemistry.  

Instead, encourage them to talk about the 
positive parts of their experiences, like the 
places they traveled, the funny stories 
they have and the leadership opportu-
nities they were given. I guarantee you 
will be surprised at what these humble 
men and women have accomplished, 
regardless of service or rank or age. 
Despite the impression some in 
our country still have, the 
military is not a last 
resort, and some of 
the most intelligent 
people in our nation 
have volunteered 
to go into harm’s 
way to defend our 

freedoms. Do not think of military personnel as 
the group of misfits from the movies. We are a 
highly professional force, and we bear the bur-
den of service with a fierce pride.  

I would like to personally issue a challenge 
to each of you: Before Veterans Day on Nov. 11, 
reach out to a veteran somewhere in your life; 
maybe your grandfather, or one of your parents 
or siblings, or any of the population that is serv-
ing right now. Learn about someone's story, and 
say thank you. On Veterans Day, the GW Veter-
ans Organization will be in University Yard all 
day. Come out, and tell us about your veteran, 
and maybe stuff a care package or write a letter 
to send overseas. Look around your GW com-
munity on that day. See the flags and yellow 

ribbons and the men and women in uniform. 
Think about the history of our great nation 
written too often in the blood of its citizens 
in the name of freedom. Look around 

again, and on this famous day, say thank 
you to those who have given so much 
for the freedoms we enjoy, and ask how 

you can help. I promise, it will go a lot 
further than a car magnet. 

–The author is the president 
and co-founder of the GW 

Veterans Organization, 
and a senior at GW. 

He has served two 
tours in Iraq. 

A Veterans Day challenge
Make a difference for those who made a difference

Brian Hawthorne

Last week, the Obama administration 
pledged to stop cracking down on citizens using 
medical marijuana, as long as they were comply-
ing with state laws. Fourteen states have laws al-
lowing medical marijuana, and more may follow 
in the coming years. The growing acceptance of 
marijuana as a legitimate medical treatment has 
directly resulted in legislative change, and the 
latest moves by Obama suggest the issue will be 
left to the states.  

Many GW students may see this as a posi-
tive indication that legalized marijuana nation-
wide will soon be a reality. Perhaps smoking a 
bowl with friends will no longer have to occur in 
secret, and residence hall rooms will no longer be 
raided by University Police Department officers 
looking for pot paraphernalia. But anyone think-
ing only college students would be affected by 
the legalization of marijuana would be ignoring 
the increasing population of adult smokers who 
make up a large part of the pot smoking popula-
tion in the U.S.   

As many would expect, the largest demo-
graphic of marijuana users is people ages 18 to 
25.  According to the government’s Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive, close to 

44 percent of high school seniors have tried pot, 
and more than 50 percent of college-aged Ameri-
cans reported using marijuana at one time in 
their lives. These statistics lead many opponents 
of pot to label it as a drug of abuse for youth.   

But doing so ignores the steadily increas-
ing demographic of older pot users. While more 
than a quarter of college-aged kids report using 
marijuana in the last year, close to 14 percent of 
people ages 26-34 have smoked pot in the last 
year, and more than 8 percent of people ages 
35-49 say the same. It is easy to assume the ef-
forts to legalize marijuana are coming mostly 
from our generation, namely kids in their late 
teens and early 20s. That assumption makes the 
legalization effort easy to dismiss, as though it is 
coming from a bunch of hippy college kids who 
just want to get high. But the statistics show that, 
more and more, marijuana use is extending into 

middle age and even becoming a more accepted 
part of adult life.   

All told, more than 22 million Americans 
have smoked pot in the last year. That's a siz-
able portion of the population breaking the law. 
That high amount of law-breaking leads to a 
high amount of arrests. According to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation’s annual Uniform 
Crime Report, police nationwide arrested nearly 
850,000 people last year for marijuana-related of-
fenses. Those arrests cost taxpayers hundreds of 
millions of dollars, and though marijuana laws 
are seen as a way to protect children, the laws 
affect more adults than ever before.   

In the same way Prohibition in the 20th 
century bred bootlegging and organized 
crime, marijuana legislation has wasted tax-
payer money, put millions of people in jail and 
helped start a full-fledged drug war in Mexico. 
The current administration has made it clear 
they will not pursue a full legalization of mari-
juana. But with more adults showing up to the 
pot party, legal marijuana may no longer be a 
pipe dream.

-The writer, a junior majoring in journalism and 
mass communication, is a Hatchet columnist.

Mary Jane's getting older
The push for marijuana legalization is not just from college students anymore

Evan Schwartz

Columnist

A revolution is coming. And it will not be 
funded. At least for now. Who’s going to revolt? 
Unpaid interns. 

I’m a three-time unpaid intern. No stipends, 
no transportation reimbursements, no paid 
lunches. In fact, for credit-based internships, my 
parents have technically had to pay for me to be 
an intern. 

This is the norm rather than the exception for 
most students pursuing internships during their 
college years. It’s not uncommon for a GW stu-

dent to work at an unpaid internship on the Hill 
for 20 hours a week, have a paying part-time job, 
take five classes, and squeeze in homework and 
a social life. 

Most employers expect new hires to have 
some work experience before venturing out in 
the workforce. Gone are the days when a college 
degree sufficed. The assumption is these intern-
ship experiences will allow students to develop 
skills for their chosen career paths in order to 
land a job. But out-of-work adults and people 
with law degrees are also resorting to unpaid 
internships as a result of the economy. Twenty-
year-olds are fighting for the same uncompen-
sated work as 27-year-olds. 

Unfortunately, there’s sometimes a fine line 
between unpaid internships and slave labor. The 
U.S. Department of Labor has a list of criteria 

that must be met in order for an internship to be 
unpaid, including the following: “The employer 
that provides the training derives no immediate 
advantage from the activities of the trainees and 
on occasion the employer’s operations may actu-
ally be impeded.” In other words, the work I do 
at my internship cannot benefit the company or 
the way it runs its business in any way. Accord-
ing to these criteria, it’s essentially illegal for me 
to file papers, organize a co-worker’s calendar, 
or deliver mail. 

While most of my internship experiences 
have truly been hands-on learning opportunities 
with employers who genuinely wanted to teach 
me, I’ve had my share of typical intern duties. Of 
course, I would grin and bear it, knowing I had 
to pay my dues. 

But should I have been more aware of my 
legal rights? I had every right to say no. I don’t 
mind photocopying every now and then, but if 
my internship consisted only of mind-numbing 
tasks like getting coffee for the office and orga-
nizing the storage closet when I thought I’d be 
gaining some actual work experience, I would 
have benefited from knowing I had the author-
ity to change my situation. Unpaid internships 
like these are the elephants in the room. No one 
brings these cases to court for fear of burning 
bridges with employers and losing a job refer-
ence. 

Furthermore, the class divide unpaid intern-
ships create is rarely addressed. Some parents 
can afford to essentially pay for their children’s 
living expenses while they work for free in ex-
pensive cities like the District and New York. But 
many families can’t afford this, so some students 
have to choose a paid job that has nothing to do 
with their career field. And in some instances, 

unpaid internships are actually being touted as 
a practical option for out-of-work young adults 
and recent college graduates who can’t find a 
job. Universities should help students and their 
families who cannot afford to get by on an un-
paid internship. Likewise for students who don't 
have the time for a part-time job.

Universities should provide resources so that 
students (and alumni) can apply for funding for 
unpaid internships.  

An internship should be a training program 
offered by a company, not free help for an office. 
There needs to be stricter rules for employers 
when it comes to hiring interns. If a company 
can’t afford to pay its interns an hourly wage, 
it should at least provide transportation reim-
bursement and money for lunch. This would 
cost the company at most about $100 per intern 
a week. There should also be an employer-intern 
contract outlining specifically what is expected 
of the intern and employer. If any criteria are vio-
lated, human resources or legal counsel should 
be involved. 

Besides some occasional babysitting jobs, I 
rely on my parents for financial help. I feel lucky 
that they have been able to financially support 
my choice to work at three unpaid internships. 
Sometimes I feel like I’m going to be an unpaid 
intern for the rest of my life. It’s ludicrous to 
think that I’ve put my time in at these intern-
ships, I’ve made no money, I’m getting my bach-
elor’s degree in a few months, and I still have to 
think about the prospect of working for free yet 
again. We are smart and more than capable, and 
we shouldn’t settle for photocopying as the only 
bullet point on our resumes. 

-The writer, a senior majoring in women's 
studies, is a Hatchet columnist. 

Juliette 
Dallas-Feeney

Columnist

The unpaid revolution
It's time to educate interns on their rights

Solving space problems
Having to sit through a two-and-

a-half-hour class can be difficult for 
any college student. Having to teach 
a two-and-a-half-hour class can be 
trying for professors as well. Hav-
ing to do both in a classroom that is 
cramped, hot and under-equipped 
adds to the stress of such a long 
class, and the same is true even of 
shorter ones.

When it comes to classroom 
space, there are two factors we feel 
the University needs to address. The 
first is the amount of usable class-
room space. The second is the physi-
cal space within classrooms, such as 
the number of available desks and 
how many students are in the class.

A solution to the issue of class-
room space is to simply acquire more 
of it. This semester, GW has had to 
make adjustments due to a short-

age of classrooms. In a past editorial 
we suggested that parts of the Hall 
on Virginia Avenue be utilized for 
administrative functions and parts 
of Rice Hall be converted to more 
classroom space. These would be ef-
fective steps in solving some of the 
classroom deficit issues. Rice Hall 
is located directly on campus and, 
although not used by students on 
a daily basis, it would make a per-
fect location for more classrooms. 
HOVA, on the other hand, houses a 
relatively small number of graduate 
students in rooms poorly suited to 
their needs. The building would be 
better suited to some of the admin-
istrative facilities currently in Rice 
Hall.

Other than putting offices in 
HOVA and classrooms in Rice Hall, 
the University can make increas-
ing classroom space a priority for 
capital development plans. This 
does not mean the University must 
spend large amounts of money, but 
rather it should keep the current 
space problems in mind when draft-
ing plans for renovations. New con-
struction could help to improve the 
situation.

The climate inside the classroom 
is important too, as overcrowded 
classrooms create a horrible learn-
ing and teaching environment. De-
pending on attendance policies, 
certain classes will always fill rooms 
to capacity. If classrooms are not 
big enough, or do not have enough 
desks, even a single student without 
a seat can detract from the learning 
environment.

Even if a classroom is listed as 
having the appropriate number 
of seats, the physical reality of the 
room does not necessarily match 
those of the specifications set out 
for the class. It is important for GW 
to take into consideration the size, 
shape and actual type of classroom 
to which each class is assigned. The 
best way to ensure the classroom 
environment is functional is to lis-
ten to professors’ complaints and 
address them effectively. Profes-
sors know the resources necessary 
to teach their classes. Still, we have 
heard multiple professors complain-
ing that the University is less than 
receptive to such concerns.

Overcrowding in classrooms is 
a problem that clearly detracts from 
students’ ability to learn and profes-
sors’ ability to teach. The University 
needs to ensure that the space we 
currently have is used efficiently, 
and in the long term, get more class-
room space.

"Overcrowding in 
classrooms is a problem 

that clearly detracts from 
students' ability to learn 

and professors' ability 
to teach."
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Streetcars may be return-
ing to areas of the city now 
that the District Department 
of Transportation has com-
pleted its study of transit 
options for D.C.

The department intro-
duced its study’s findings 
and plans to bring back 
streetcars at an open house 
presentation with residents 
of Ward 2 at Hyde Elemen-
tary School in Georgetown 
on Oct. 28.

“Streetcar will be the 
local equivalent to Metro,” 
said Scott Kubley, the asso-
ciate director of DDoT and 
head of the streetcar project.

Streetcars have not been 
in use in the District since 
1962, when D.C. began us-
ing more busses.

Kubley explained that 
several years ago DDoT 
commissioned a study to 
look at different options for 
transit. In the end, streetcars 
were the solution 

to some of the problems 
with the current Metro sys-
tem, which include some 
Metrobus lines operating 
over 100 percent capacity 

and congestion on Metro-
rail.

Plans to incorporate 
streetcars include 37 miles 
of track on eight lines, with 
an estimated total cost of 
$1.5 billion.

Information from DDoT 
notes that the cost is less 
than the construction of the 
Purple line of Metrorail in 
Maryland.

The proposed streetcars 
will be air-conditioned, run 
smoothly and quietly, and 
each be able to hold 168 pas-
sengers. The District has 
already purchased three 
modern streetcars from a 
manufacturer in the Czech 
Republic, Skoda-Inekon, ac-
cording to information dis-
tributed at the open house.

The new system will 
run through neighborhoods 
with limited Metrorail ser-
vice, including Anacostia, 
Georgetown and Adams 
Morgan. 

“So where Metro is fo-
cused on getting people into 
and out of the core of down-
town, streetcar is really about 
moving people throughout 
the city, getting people into 
and through emerging com-
mercial and retail quarters,” 

Kubley said.
Currently there are 

streetcar tracks and stops be-
ing constructed in Anacostia 
and on H Street and Benning 
Road in Northeast.

DDoT hopes to have 
these two lines — Anacostia 
and H Street/Benning Road 
– up and running by 2012.

Last week's open house 
featured a series of stations 
that walked visitors through 
the planning process, the 
current metro system, Met-
ro problems and proposed 
plans for the future. Simi-
lar open houses about the 
streetcar system are being 
held in each of the eight 
wards in D.C.

Kubley told residents 
that there were four main 
benefits of streetcars in 
the District, including im-
proved mobility throughout 
the city, transit efficiency 
and less damage to the en-
vironment.

“Streetcars are quieter 
than busses, also they don’t 
emit fumes. So it’s a more 
pleasant, comfortable ride 
and also environmentally 
friendlier,” Kubley said.

The District’s economy 
may also benefit from the 

streetcar lines.
Kubley pointed to ex-

amples like Portland, Ore., 
where streetcar systems 
were implemented and there 
was a significant increase in 
investment and property 

values in neighborhoods 
where the streetcar rails 
went through.

D.C.’s streetcar system is 
expected to be built in three 
phases, but the exact time-
line for the planned street-

car system is dependent on 
funding. The DDoT hopes to 
get money from the federal 
government and the D.C. 
Council, as well as invest-
ments from private devel-
opers. u

City plans to bring streetcar service to the District
by jeff richards  
Hatchet Reporter

fraNcis rivera |  hatchet PhotograPher 
Gabe Klein, director of the D.C. Department of Transportation, speaks of the benefits of implementing a 
new streetcar system in the city at an open house meeting at Hyde Elementary School last week.

Univ. uses piggy banks to encourage giving
Although most students 

have outgrown their childhood 
piggy banks by the time they 
reach college, every room in 
Philip Amsterdam Hall now 
comes equipped with one, 
thanks to a new initiative from 
GW Housing Programs.      

The initiative, in conjunc-
tion with the Office of Devel-
opment and Alumni Relations, 
provides a piggy bank to each 
room with the hopes of raising 
money for student aid and pro-
moting awareness about alumni 
giving.      

“As far as undergrads are 
concerned, we do a lot more 
education programs, but we’ve 
never really done a giving ini-
tiative,” said Zach Briton, as-
sistant director of young alumni 
and student giving. “This year 
we wanted to launch something 
that doesn’t focus on dollar 

amounts — it really focuses on 
getting people involved.”         

He added, “This year it’s 
specifically targeted to juniors, 
as a way to introduce them to 
giving."

Money raised through the 
piggy bank program will be 
given to the student aid fund, 
which supports need-based fi-
nancial aid on campus.   

Briton also added that the 
building’s namesake, Philip 
Amsterdam, “should be a role 
model” for giving back to the 
University.

“We hope that by speaking 
with students about the impor-
tance of student aid, and how it 
affects them, or one of their clos-
est friends, that we can build 
partners in our students and 
alumni going forward that will 
allow us as a University to make 
our education more affordable 
and attainable for those who 
seek it,” Briton said.      

Andrew Goretsky, director 

of GW Housing Programs, said 
the program has the possibility 
to be expanded to other resi-
dence halls in the future.  

For some recipients of the 
piggy banks, however, the ini-
tiative feels unclear or contra-
dictory. Some believe junior 
year of college is too early to be 
thinking about donating, when 
they are still paying tuition for 
one of the most expensive uni-
versities in the nation. 

"My personal feeling is, 
I pay enough for GW, I don't 
want to be asked for money 
quite yet," said junior Heather 
Hachenburg, who lives in Am-
sterdam Hall. "My parents get 
enough phone calls as it is to 
donate money and there's the 
voluntary Gelman Library do-
nation."

She added, "I'm a col-
lege student. I don't have that 
much money on my own." 
Besides an attached sheet with 
information about giving to the 

student aid fund, some residents 
said they were not given much 
information about the initiative.

"The girl who dropped it off 
didn’t really explain anything 
about it,” said junior and Philip 
Amsterdam Hall resident Shira 
Siegel. “My roommates and I 
decorated it, and when it’s full 
we’re gonna use it to buy alco-
hol and have a party.”      

But Siegel added, "As far as 
awareness goes, I’ll probably 
donate after graduation.”      

Marissa Brescia, a house 
mentor in Philip Amsterdam 
Hall, said she hopes students 
will begin thinking about stay-
ing involved with GW, mon-
etarily or otherwise.

“In some cases this will be 
through financial donations, but 
in many cases ‘giving’ means 
donating mentorship time, re-
turning for a networking night, 
or participating in a University 
sponsored event,” Brescia said 
in an e-mail. u

by Marielle MoNdoN  
Hatchet Reporter

Photo illustratioN by aNNe werNikoff | assistaNt Photo editor



U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, D-Fla., shared a personal 
story of her battle with breast cancer 
at a panel and discussion organized 
by GW Hillel Wednesday night.

Accompanied by Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, D-Minn., and Dr. Paul 
Levine, of GW’s School of Public 
Health and Health Services, Wasser-
man Schultz elaborated on the im-
pact of breast cancer and the need for 
earlier detection.

The discussion, titled “Life-
style, Genetics and Age: What Every 
Young Woman Should Know About 
Breast Cancer,” aimed to educate 
young women – in this case, women 
under 40 – about potential risk fac-
tors and the growing prevalence of 
the disease.

“So often the focus is on wom-
en over 40 years old,” Wasserman 
Schultz said. “Young women think 
they’re invincible, and then they don’t 
know enough about their health, es-
pecially their breast health.”

Wasserman Schultz was diag-
nosed with breast cancer in Decem-
ber 2007, and has since undergone 
seven major surgeries, including a 
double mastectomy and the removal 
of her ovaries.

In the discussion, she talked 
about her feelings of fear and anxiety 
during the process.

“Being faced with your own mor-
tality is not something you expect to 
deal with when you’re 41,” she said.

Wasserman Schultz was quick 
to address her gratefulness for early 
detection.

“If I had waited another six 
months, who knows what would 
have happened?” she said. “I prob-
ably would’ve been in a much more 
serious position with chemo and ra-
diation.”

Early detection is a large part of 
Wasserman Schultz’s EARLY Act – a 
piece of legislation that seeks $9 mil-
lion annually to provide breast can-
cer education for both young women 
and health care providers.

If implemented, the EARLY Act 
would promote increased awareness 

of risk factors and the use of predic-
tive tools such as genetic testing to 
help prevent breast cancer in young 
women.

Wasserman Schultz, who is of 
Jewish descent, explained how some 
ethnic minorities, including African-
American and Jewish women, are 
at higher genetic risk for developing 
breast cancer.

“Too many women don’t know 
enough about their risk,” she said. 
“To me, there was a gap in women’s 
education.”

Her EARLY Act aspires to change 
that. There are currently 373 represen-
tative signatures on the bill, though 
both Wasserman Schultz and Klobu-
char addressed the issue of gaining 
more momentum in the Senate.

“It’s been a fight,” Klobuchar, 
a lead sponsor on the bill, said. “I 
won’t go into the gory details, but I’m 
always up for a fight.”

In addition to relatively strong 
support in both the House and Sen-
ate, the EARLY Act also made sense 
to students at the discussion.

Alexis Isenberg, a sophomore 
who attended the discussion, said, 
“I think it will get more girls and, I 
guess, guys to look for more informa-
tion about their family histories and 
get tested.”

Rebecca Federan, a freshman, 
agreed. “I’m an Ashkenazi Jew and 
there’s a chance my mother has the 
bracket gene,” she said. “I feel like 
this is really important and relevant 
for a lot of people.” u

Four students from across the 
nation were honored Wednesday 
night at the first Undergraduate 
Political Achievement Awards for 
their work in student, local and na-
tional politics. 

Each winner, chosen from dif-
ferent categories, won a $10,000 
scholarship to attend GW’s Gradu-
ate School of Political Management 
after completing their undergradu-
ate degrees. 

The “undergraduate political 
nerds,” as master of ceremonies 
James Kotecki described them, 
were Jordan Spencer, Patrick Bo-
land, Parker Novak and Kara Van 
Stralen.  

Spencer, from Patrick Henry 
College in Virginia, and Boland, 
from Colby College, won for their 
abilities to run student government 
campaigns.  

Novak, from Ohio State Univer-
sity, won the Student Campaigner of 
the Year award for his work on four 
different congressional campaigns 
during the 2008 election cycle. 

Van Stralen, from the Universi-
ty of Redlands, won Student Advo-
cate of the Year for her involvement 
in organizing one of the largest 
events in her school’s history – an 
on-campus gay marriage debate.  

“Issue advocacy is speaking on 
behalf of people who can’t speak 
sometimes,” she said. “I’m still 
kind of in shock. I’ve always want-
ed to move to D.C, and GSPM just 
handed me the opportunity.” 

A panel comprised of one pro-
fessor, one political professional 
and one student chose the winners 
out of a vast pool of applicants from 
across the nation.  

“We saw that with so many 
young people engaged in civic 
and political activism in 2008, we 
should take an active role in re-
warding them and recognizing the 
superstars,” said Bryce Cullinane, a 
student employee of the GSPM and 
an event organizer.

Cullinane said he was especial-
ly proud of the undergraduates and 
their generation as a whole. 

“I think they’re just the tip of 
the iceberg of an amazing genera-
tion,” he said. 

Kotecki poked fun at the GSPM, 

calling it a “graduate program 
where you can embrace your inner 
Karl Rove.” 

CNN Senior White House Cor-
respondent Ed Henry thanked GW 
for an invitation to the event and 
spoke to the audience. 

“I want to tell the award win-
ners not to get a swollen head,” he 
said.  

Other speakers included Rock 
The Vote’s Executive Director 
Heather Smith; NBC’s Luke Rus-
sert; Christopher Malagisi, of the 
Young Conservatives Coalition; Of-
fice of White House Public Engage-
ment Associate Director Paul Mon-
teiro; and Tom Manatos, outreach 
advisor for Young Americans in the 
Office of Nancy Pelosi.  

Peter Weiss, president of the 
College Democrats, shared his 
views on the event and the role of 
the youth in today’s political spec-
trum. 

“I thought the event was fan-
tastic – yet another ‘only at GW’ 
experience. To the complacent and 

unimaginative elected leaders, I 
say, we are young and we vote," he 
said. 

Afterwards, Henry imparted a 
bit of advice. “The simplest piece of 
advice I can give anybody here at 
GW, be it an undergrad, graduate, 
[or someone] into political science 
or journalism, is that you’ve got the 
best playground in the country for 
politics and media. Take advantage 
of it.” u
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'Political nerds' earn spots at GW 

chip heNNessy | hatchet photographer
Jordan Spencer, from Patrick Henry College in Virginia, speaks after winning an award 
for his participation in student government at the school. He and three other students 
won $10,000 scholarships to attend GW's Graduate School of Political Management. 

by priya aNaNd  
Hatchet Reporter  

GSPM gives four 
students $10,000 
scholarships

Legislator shares  
breast cancer story
Congresswoman 
advocates early 
detection at Hillel
by ashley larkiN  
Hatchet Reporter

ashley-lyNN goldsteiN | hatchet photographer
Rep. Debbie Wasserman, D-Fla., speaks 
to students at Hillel Wednesday night. 

"I’ve always wanted to 
move to D.C, and GSPM 

just handed me the 
opportunity."

KARA VAN STRALEN
Scholarship Recipient 
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This week in 
Gw hisTory:

41 years aGo...
The Student Council endorsed 
a nationwide student strike on 
Election Day.

33 years aGo...
The medical school 
is awarded $89,353 to 
study gerontology.

22 years aGo...
Despite Black Monday, GW's 
equity fund increased in value 
by 7.3 percent. 

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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Silky, decadent, old-school 
chocolate mousse, cauliflower 
with almonds, raisins and capers, 
and apple cider doughnuts are 
three dishes that Deb Perelman 
has made in the last week. This 
week she plans to make at least 
two more, as is her goal for next 
week, and the next. All that food 
could cause some weight gain. 
Perelman, though, has gained fans 
— more than 3 million a month, to 
be exact. 

Perelman, a GW alumna, gets 
those fans through her food blog, 
Smittenkitchen.com. She is one of 
the many alumni who have dived 
into the world of online blogging, 
and by bringing the dishes she 
cooks in her New York City apart-
ment to the World Wide Web via 
her Web site, Perelamn has turned 
the site into more than just her 
hobby. It has now become her job.

“I always loved cooking, it’s 
always been a thing for me,” Perel-
man said. “I think my mother was 
disappointed that I didn’t go to 
cooking school instead of college 
right away.”

Perelman studied psychol-
ogy and art therapy at GW. She 
worked in the art therapy field 
for a while, but said her job’s 
allure eventually ran its course. 
After starting a personal blog, 

Perelman said she de-
cided to give a food blog 
a chance three years ago, 
selling advertisement 
space for income. Once 
the site took off, she quit 
her job freelancing for a 
technology magazine and 
devoted her time solely to 
her blog. Smittenkitchen.
com was officially born. 

“The Smitten Kitchen, 
in its latest physical incar-
nation is a 42 square-foot 
circa-1935 sort of half-gal-
ley kitchen with a 24-foot 
footprint, a single counter, 
tiny stove, checkered floor 
and a... noisy window at 
the end to the avenue be-
low,” Perelman’s blog says 
of itself.

Perelman cooks the 
food and takes magazine-
quality photos of the dish-
es to be put on the site. 
Her husband occasionally 
assists with the photogra-
phy, too.

Perelman said she be-
lieves that the site is so 
widely viewed because 
she is an average person 
claiming to have normal 
cooking skills.

“I never expected peo-
ple to be interested in me 
making doughnuts, but I 
try to make cooking feel as 

approachable as it does to 
me,” said Perelman. “I try 
to demystify things.”

GW's Department of 
Alumni Relations has 68 
alumni blogs listed on its 
Web site, a list Director of 
Alumni Communications 
Matthew Lindsay says 
barely covers the amount 
out there. Lindsay said he 
has witnessed an increase 
in alumni blogging from 
five years ago, and said 
more recent alumni tend 
to be the biggest bloggers.

“I think there are 
people who blog to share 
thoughts, opinions and 
ideas, and generally it’s a 
lot of the younger people 
in the population,” said 
Lindsay. “So I think it’s 
common that more young-
er alumni do that.”

Blogging is not always 
a self-run business. Dan 
Gilgoff, an alumnus who 
graduated in 2001 and is 
now a reporter for U.S. 
News & World Report, 
began a blog called "God 
& Country" for the com-
pany in January. The site 
focuses on religion’s role 
in politics and public life, 
and has had more than 
1.5 million hits since it 
launched. 

“For the reporter, [a blog] pro-
vides an inexhaustible outlet for 
all of the reporting you do on a 
daily basis that would usually die 
on the cutting room floor of the 
newsroom,” said Gilgoff. “I al-
ways say blogging is using every 
part of the animal.”

Gilgoff warns, though, that 
with the endless writing space 
offered through blogs, there are 
also expectations for constant site 
posts.

“It’s harder in that you have 
to file a lot more and if you’re a 
blogger, for the most part, you are 
carving out a niche and you have 
to own that niche,” Gilgoff said.

Perelman said another issue 
bloggers face is content theft. Due 
to limited controls on the Internet, 
information and pictures posted 
on blogs are often copied and 
used elsewhere.

Nevertheless, Perelman said 
she is perfectly happy with her 
job.

“The thing that I like the most 
is, I love making my own sched-
ule, and right now I’d say I have 
the best job in the world,” said 
Perelman, who recently gave birth 
to a baby boy. “I get to cook when 
I want to cook, write when I want 
to write — yes I make it seem 
more rosy than it is — but there 
is encouragement for your ambi-
tions. It’s the freedom to go where 
your ambition is.” u

out of GW and into the blogging world
by Miranda Green  
Contributing Life Editor

CourTesy of deb perelMan
GW alumna Deb Perelman runs a cooking blog. The site 
receives around 3 million visitors a month.

"I never expected people to be 
interested in me making doughnuts, 

but I try to make cooking feel as 
approachable as it does to me,"

deb perelman
GW alumna and blogger

In a locked room on the second floor of Gelman 
Library sit hundreds of rare Middle Eastern books in 
brilliant jeweled colors of red, green and gold, with 
hand-sewn and individually stamped covers. Some 
are nearly 400 years old, filled with history, legends, 
adventure and some mystery. With titles like “Tomb 
of Senebtisi” and “Picturesque Egypt,” these books 
are a portal into a different world. 

Gelman Library’s staff recently finished catalog-
ing the Middle East Institute Rare Book Collection, 
which features more than 700 volumes of literature 
from western, eastern and central Asia.

The acquisition of this collection was made pos-
sible by a grant from Kuwait that GW received last 
year. The money was used to purchase books from 
the George Camp Kaiser Library of the Middle East 
Institute in March 2008, said Marc Lynch, the direc-
tor of the Institute for Middle East Studies in the El-
liott School of International Affairs.

The collection consists of texts printed all over 
the Islamic world, found in places as diverse as the 
former Ottoman Empire, the Horn of Africa, Central 
Asia and India.  

Lynch said he was eager to see how the collection 
could further Middle Eastern studies at GW. 

“We see it as a part of our growing investment in 
the Middle East Collection at Gelman and as part of 
the growing commitment to the Institute for Middle 
East Studies,” he said in an e-mail.

Many of the volumes are English translations of 
sacred or classical texts, while others are written in 
their original languages such as French, German, 
Turkish, Arabic and Farsi. Most of the collection con-
sists of geography books or travelogues, and covers 
topics on architecture, religion, politics, literature, 
history and culture. There are more than 120 authors 
represented in the collection. 

The oldest book in the group is the 1638 Span-
ish translation of Moses Almosnino’s “Extremos y 
Grandezas de Constantinopla.” Perhaps the most 
famous is Edward Lane’s English version of “The 
Thousand and One Nights,” better known as “Ara-
bian Nights.”  

“I think it has a lot of potential for a lot of differ-
ent departments. Definitely, those early translations 
and early editions of books would be interesting to 
an early studies department,” said Jenny Kinniff, the 
public services and outreach librarian for special col-
lections. “Any kind of class that’s studying that area, 
it could be a history class, it could be Middle East 
studies, even American studies.” 

Kinniff said classes are already taking advantage 
of this series. Students in a course on American in-
volvement in the Middle East are scheduled to see 
some of the English-language books so that they 
can analyze the authors’ perspectives on the Middle 
East. 

The Special Collections department is different 
from the rest of the library in that it is open to the 
public, and students from American, Georgetown 

and other D.C. area schools also have access to the 
collection. Kinniff said she is optimistic that this col-
lection will garner outside attention, and that it will 
attract others in the academic world. 

“Any researchers in the D.C. area and even far-
ther, if they want to travel here to look at the stuff, 
are able to come. So I think that it will attract re-
searchers from all sorts of different colleges and in-
stitutes,” Kinniff said. 

The books in the collection are not the only such 
rare pieces in Gelman. Similar volumes held by the 
University include the “Samuel Halperin and Henry 
Epstein Maps of the Holy Land” collection and “Ar-
abic History of the Rulers of the East and Morocco,” 
a manuscript donated in 1968 by H.R.H. Muhammad 
V, former king of Morocco. u

by ann baTes  
Hatchet Reporter

arabian nights and 
adventures in Gelman

CourTesy of Gw Media relaTions

New collection showcases rare 
Middle-Eastern books

Metrorail? Innovative. 
Metrobus? Even better. Met-
rosexuality? Never. There are 
many things the city-savvy 
student body at GW is willing 
to try. But when it comes to 
metrosexuality, students seem 
less accepting. Sure, we have 
a fairly large gay and bisexual 
population, but when it comes 
to those guys who do not mind 
showing a little chest hair in 
the American Apparel deep 
V-necks, our 
reaction is the 
same as when 
we encounter a 
thermonuclear 
equation on a 
chemistry test: 
“Whaaaaaa?!”

Perhaps our confusion lies 
in the combination of “metro” 
and “sexual.” Metrosexuality 
is a 21st century neologism 
that has absolutely nothing to 
do with a man’s sexual pref-
erence. Instead it is a market-
ing term first used in the early 
1990s by British journalist 
Mark Simpson. It describes a 
growing demographic of het-
erosexual male consumers 
heavily invested in their per-
sonal appearance. Sometimes 
marked by vanity or a shop-
ping addiction, metrosexuality 
has absolutely nothing to do 
with sexuality. What, then, be-
comes of the guys who repre-
sent the heather gray metallics 
of the social spectrum?

Not understanding this 
emerging group may also 
come from our inability to 
neatly categorize the men 
who sport tight polos and do 
not mind spending the day 
shopping in Georgetown, but 
still will not hesitate to hit on 
our roommates. Girls, we get. 
My girl friends are the ones 
who critique my work outfits, 
laugh with me at reality shows 
and back me up when my new 
guy is being a class-A jerk. 
Guys, we understand. My guy 
friends will not dare leave the 
room during a college football 
game, would rather die than 
help me pick out the perfect 
pair of heels for a night out and 
will never cease to ask about 
that “hot chick” who once met 
us for dinner. Categorizing our 
friends - knowing whom we 
can invite over for chick flick 
night, and who would rather 
watch an all-girls pillow fight 
- has been key to arranging our 
social lives. When these two 
gender roles collide, we get 

something of that heather gray 
metallic area - a social conun-
drum in which male is female 
and female is male and noth-
ing except everything goes. 

Sometimes, though, it is 
not the social categorization 
that sends our heads spinning. 
Metrosexuals themselves have 
a hard time pinning down ex-
actly where they fit in. A friend 
of mine once lamented to me 
about the troubles of fitting in. 

He loves Club 
Monaco and 
the arts, but 
girls, and even 
his close guy 
friends, often 
mistake him for 
being “girly.” 

Is this a lasting reverie from 
our high school tendencies to 
break down the social dynasty 
into the same old jock, cheer-
leader, geek, Breakfast Club-
esque groupings, or a normal 
part of the social process? My 
girl friends do not seem to be 
able to grasp the idea, either. 
We like going out with our 
metrosexual friends because 
we feel protected. They feel 
like “just one of the girls.” 
However, it is hard for us to 
identify where that line lies. 
In the back of our minds, we 
wonder, “When you are giving 
me the once-over, are you star-
ing at my breasts or trying to 
figure out if my sweater is 100 
percent cashmere?”

Today we are at a point 
where women are allowed, and 
even encouraged to pursue 
male-like tendencies (thank 
you to Diane Keaton’s stellar 
Tuxedo get-ups.) What’s more, 
the woman’s “statement” piec-
es for the fall are a blazer and 
a male-inspired trouser pant. 
Women are encouraged to blur 
gender lines while men are en-
couraged to stay on one side. 

I am in favor of men tak-
ing more pride in their ap-
pearance. However, I do admit 
it is entirely possible to take 
metrosexuality too far. What I 
am asking for is an acceptance 
and serious consideration of 
the lifestyle of a metrosexual. 
If you cannot tell your Chuck 
Taylor from Chuck Close, 
that’s fine. If SportsCenter 
stirs up more enthusiasm for 
you than the latest post by the 
Sartorialist, I’ll deal with it. 
But since we girls work hard to 
manage our general upkeep, it 
is nice to see a little effort from 
the other side. u

SLICE
of life

Demistifying the 
metrosexual

ALISON PETERS 

Hatchet Columnist

GW alumni are making money and their mark in the online world 

wanna talk to a stranger and have a free dinner?
Sign up to be on a HatcHet blind date.

Email life@gwhatchet.com b
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which was published in the campus advisory, 
from the Department of Motor Vehicles. It is 
unclear whether Niazi has any past criminal 
record; Jones said he could not disclose any 
information relating to a history.

Jones also said police are unsure why he was 
in D.C., and while they are also unsure of his 
current location, they “know where he’s not."

“We know he’s not in Staunton,” he 
said.

One of Niazi’s former professors, who re-
quested anonymity, said Niazi had received 
a Ph.D. in Germanics from the University of 
Washington in 2001. The professor said he 
lost track of Niazi after the program and had 
no idea why Niazi had moved to the Virginia 
or D.C. area. 

The professor also said he was unsure 
whether the alleged behavior was normal for 
Niazi because their “exchanges were always 
centered around academic or scholarly mat-
ters.”

According to a GW Infomail from last 
month, there has been no evidence to indi-
cate the victim and suspect knew one an-
other, and the Oct. 9 incident appears to have 
been a random act of violence. Jones said po-
lice are still “operating on the idea that it was 
random.” u

from p. 1

suspect
straints, additional time 
bands have been added since 
they were originally intro-
duced.  

“[The bands] begin at 8 a.m. 
and run until 10 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. There are 50 
minute, 75 minute, 1 hour and 
50 minute, and 2 hour and 30 
minute bands throughout the 
day,” Huntley said.  

The University offers 
weekend classes, but most of 
them are at the graduate level. 
A lack of enthusiasm from stu-

dents and faculty has largely 
hindered any moves from the 
traditional Monday through 
Friday class schedule for un-
dergraduates, Huntley said. 

“Whether or not we of-
fer more weekend classes is 
largely up to the faculty and 
the schools. If there was an un-
derstanding or consensus that 
students would be willing and 
able to meet on weekends, we 
could definitely increase the 
weekend course offerings,” 
she said. 

Online courses are also an 
alternative. Some departments 
have begun using hybrid mod-
els where a course meets both 
in the classroom and online.   

Huntley acknowledged 
there are certain times of the 
day when there is not enough 
space to meet the high demand 
for classrooms, but she said 
she is optimistic about sched-
uling each class.   

“What we need to do is 
think creatively about how 
our classes meet, where they 
meet, and when they meet, 
and there needs to be flexibili-
ty from students and faculty,” 
she says.  

Dean of the Graduate School 
of Political Management Chris-
topher Arterton said his school 
is a “demanding unit” for the 
registrar because the school 
has little classroom space of 

their own, but the University 
“accommodates them the best 
as they can.” 

“Space is one of the Univer-
sity’s most critical problems,” 
Arterton said. 

Full and part-time pro-
fessors can feel a scheduling 
pinch due to the limited spac-
es available, but Shirley Mer-
chant, an adjunct economics 
professor said class schedul-
ing does not affect her to the 
same degree. 

“As an adjunct, I don’t have 
any say about the scheduling,” 
she said. “The department of-
fers me a class at a specific 
time and place and I agree if it 
fits my schedule.” u

from p. 1

spAce

“We are really looking to see 
how many use it and when. I 
would consider any number of 
people in there a success because 
it means less people crowding 
Gelman,” Elser said. 

MCGB and the SA have not 

set guidelines regarding silent 
areas or group areas on how 
students should use the newly 
available space.  

“It’s going to be self-select-
ing. We’ll see where people natu-
rally utilize the spaces. It will be 
self-enforced and self-patrolled. 
It’s all open space,” Bindelglass 
said. 

The University Police De-
partment will be monitoring the 

second and third floors during 
the late operating hours of the 
other floors, and ensuring that 
students leave the areas includ-
ed in the program by 2 a.m. 

The student organization 
offices will still be open only to 
members of those specific stu-
dent organizations. The first-
floor areas and the general meet-
ing rooms on the fourth floor 
will be open to the entire student 

body. 
MCGB and the SA welcome 

feedback from students on how 
the pilot program is going. 

Last year during finals pe-
riod, the University increased 
operating hours of six campus 
buildings to accommodate stu-
dents, including Duques and 
Funger Halls, which were open 
until 1 a.m. on weekdays of the 
exam period. u

from p. 1

MARVIN



Spring Break 2010. 
Sell Trips, Earn Cash 
and Go Free. Call for 
Group Discounts. Best 
Prices Guaranteed! 
Jamaica, Cancun, 
Acapulco, Bahamas, 
S. Padre, Florida. 800-
648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com.

Skydive! One Day First 
Jumps! 
22 jumper airplane 
goes to 13,500' Gift 
Certificates! www.sky-
diveorange.com 
(540) 943-6587

JObs

THE EASIEST WAY TO 
EARN CASH!!! 
NYSE company is 
looking for motivated 

individuals to help give 
away FREE Homepag-
es that will revolution-
ize the buying habits 
on the Internet. Earn 
and save money using 
this homepage. Pick-
up your homepage to 
give away at http://
my.blastoffnetwork.
com/joinusnow and 
begin your journey to 
Financial Bliss. The 
homepages are FREE 
and the more you give 
them away the more 
you can possibly earn. 
Great for Churches 
and other Fund Rais-
ing organizations. IF 
YOU NEED EXTRA IN-
COME FAST DO NOT 
IGNORE THIS AD!!!

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Sleep stage, for

short
4 Nog ingredient
10 Opposite of

subtracts
14 The “E” in 68-

Across
15 Relative of a

rhododendron
16 Losing roll in a

casino
17 Abrupt way to

quit
19 Former Big

Apple mayor
Giuliani

20 More greasy
21 State of

weightlessness,
as in space

23 Consumer
24 Suffix with cigar
27 Monkʼs superior
30 Actress Rosie of

“Do the Right
Thing”

32 Boat rower

33 Purplish
34 Betray by

blabbing
36 Brings home for

a score
37 B-ball official
40 Chocolaty

morsel munched
at movies

42 N.F.L. six-
pointers

43 Talks off the cuff
45 Bluefin and

albacore
47 Join forces
48 V.P. Biden
49 ___ congestion
53 Bolivian capital
54 Chooses, with

“for”
56 Southwest

Indian
57 Gets around like

Superman
59 Flared skirts
61 Saharan country

south of Algeria
63 Round, red

firecracker
66 Political coalition

67 Quit oneʼs job
68 Classic car inits.
69 High points of a

European trip?
70 Annual tennis

championship in
Queens, N.Y.

71 Advice columnist
Landers

Down
1 Get back, as lost

money
2 Fictional girl at

the Plaza Hotel
3 Arthur who wrote

“Death of a
Salesman”

4 Label G or PG,
e.g.

5 Color of a
picture-postcard
sky

6 ___ of 1812
7 Antlered animal
8 Old, crotchety

guy
9 Marvin of

Motown
10 Circus performer
11 Narcsʼ raid
12 Momʼs mate
13 Nathan Hale,

notably
18 More grim
22 Month-long

Islamic
observance

25 Hammer or saw
26 Close-fitting

sleeveless shirt
28 Roman love poet
29 Fives and ___
31 Africaʼs fourth-

longest river and
site of Victoria
Falls

35 “___ better to
have loved and
lost …”

36 Hot dog holder
37 Fidel Castroʼs

brother
38 “Giant” writer

Ferber
39 Beach footwear
41 Performing pair

44 Type for book
titles

46 Form of address
in British India

48 Teases playfully
50 Mexican state on

the Gulf of
California

51 Tarzan and kin
52 Portugalʼs

capital

55 Beetle Baileyʼs
boss

58 Light brown
60 One of the

Redgrave sisters
61 Degree for a

C.E.O.
62 Entirely 
64 That, south of

the border
65 ___ Van Winkle

Puzzle by Lynn Lempel

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
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Across
1 Informing, with

“in”
7 St. Nicholas

gives one in “A
Visit From St.
Nicholas”

10 Chances, briefly
13 Collie, e.g.
14 Where cells

donʼt work
16 Frazzled

commuterʼs
comment

18 Dot follower
19 Punk, e.g.
20 It may be raised

at a table
21 Flicks
24 Lay ___
25 Tent erectorʼs

tool
26 Airplane sign

images
28 Clear

29 ___ ammoniac
(mineral found
around volcanic
vents)

30 Musical featuring
Nubians

32 There can be a
ring in it or on it

33 Attempts to get
help

38 Nigerian native
39 Insurance

shopperʼs
concern

40 Grp. that
discourages
dropping out

41 Correo ___
43 Q&A part
48 Wrestling event
49 One leaving in

the spring
50 Robert Louis

Stevenson
setting

51 Province
between
Palermo and
Catania

52 Serenades for
lovers parting at
dawn

54 Atlas abbr.
55 Big decision

makers
59 Take on gingerly
60 Domestic denial
61 Things often

passed on: Abbr.
62 French/Belgian

border river
63 Lets have it

Down
1 A.F.C. team that

has won one
Super Bowl

2 Not bring up
again, as a topic

3 “The Little
Mermaid” villain

4 Oenoneʼs peak
5 Part of a French

face
6 Crew quaff
7 Prozac might

treat it
8 Like some straw
9 “Silent Spring”

subj.
10 Clearing
11 Ancient

Lusitania, now
12 A.F.C. team that

has won six
Super Bowls

14 Memorable
catchphrase of
2007

15 Big name in
aquatic tricks

17 Part of a French
face

22 ___ Helens

23 Italian fast-food
chain

27 Birthplace of
Parmenides

28 They may
interrupt
meetings

31 Enjoy a spread
33 Ball measure
34 Gullʼs cry
35 Ache

36 Theyʼre groomed
in Hollywood

37 Grp. famous for
its send-ups?

42 Lʼ___ du Tour
(annual cycling
event)

44 Shepherdʼs pie
ingredients

45 Heineken brand

46 “Iʼm impressed,
man!”

47 Playground
troublemakers

49 Like lions and
tigers

53 Dots on some
maps: Abbr.

56 Loosen, in a way
57 This, to Nero
58 Rowdydow

Puzzle by Robert A. Doll
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Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
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Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email:  classifieds@gwhatchet.com
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GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.  

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW stu-
dents and faculty.  

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word 
beyond that.

All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the inter-
net, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office.  An 
extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover, 
as well as cash and check through our office.
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GERALD P. PERMAN, M.D.
Over 20 years helping GW Students as a

Board Certifi ed Psychiatrist

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
GENERAL PSYCHIATRY

(202) 331-8213
2424 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW #100

Near Washington Circle
www.DRPERMAN.com



On a rainy Halloween afternoon, the 
GW men’s soccer team needed to win their 
game against Richmond Spiders to have 
any chance of qualifying for the Atlantic 10 
tournament. But on a day more known for 
mischief and tricks, the Colonials made sure 
they took care of business before partaking 
in any Halloween festivities, beating the Spi-
ders 1-0.

After a slow first half in which both 
teams struggled to produce scoring oppor-
tunities, GW (9-7-0, 3-4-0 A-10) did not take 
long to get on the board in the second half. 
Just 17 seconds into play, senior co-captain 
Mike Rollings made a back post run, beat 
the Richmond flank defender and scored 
what proved to be the game-winning goal.

“It was an individual effort, and Michael 
is capable of doing that,” head coach George 
Lidster said. “He’s getting his confidence 
back; he’s had a lot of injuries this season.”

Lidster, now in his 22nd season as head 
coach of this program, added that Rollings 
has scored many goals in the past when he 
has individually beaten the opposing team's 
defenders.

“It wasn’t a designed play,” Rollings 
said. “I just kind of ran onto the cross and 
got an open opportunity.”

Freshman Seth Rudolph, who was 
named A-10 Co-Rookie of the Week last 
Monday, gave GW some solid minutes 
off the bench. The first-year forward had a 
breakaway in the 82nd minute and looked 

like he was going to net GW’s second goal 
of the game, but the adrenaline seemed to 
catch up to him as his shot sailed over the 
crossbar.

“He’s an intense player,” Lidster said. 
“He’s quick, he’s very talented. He’s gonna 
do very well [in this program].”

Richmond kept GW on its toes. They 
had a flurry of corner kicks around the 70th 
minute. Sophomore Ty Williams had a strike 
from the top of the box, but it was deflected 
by a GW defender. On the following corner 
kick, freshman Chase Johnston was set up 
with a beautiful header opportunity, but 
goalie Erik Haug made a spectacular save. 
And freshman forward Houston Oldham 
did not show any signs of giving up as he 
made many potent individual scoring ef-
forts.

“I thought the season was going to be 
in the balance at that time. They had a lot of 
taller players on the field, but I thought we 
defended it well,” Lidster said.

The victory keeps the Colonials alive in 
the hunt for one of the A-10’s six champi-
onship tournament berths. GW is now in a 
three-way tie for eighth place with Temple 
and Massachusetts and trails the tourna-
ment’s current sixth seed – Rhode Island – 
by three points, the equivalent of one win.

The Colonials will have the opportunity 
to make their mark on the standings in two 
crucial home games this weekend. GW will 
host Rhode Island Friday at 2 p.m. and Mas-
sachusetts Sunday at 1 p.m. at the Mount 
Vernon Athletic Complex to wrap up the 
regular season. u

The newly renovated 
Smith Center opened its 
doors to all fans, old and 
new, for a small preview 
of GW’s 2009-10 women’s 
basketball team Saturday 
morning.

Second-year head 
coach Mike Bozeman wel-
comed the small audience, 
which sat on the new seats 
in the old student section. 
Approximately 75 peo-
ple witnessed the team 
run through a number of 
drills, followed by an ex-
clusive tour of the new 
facilities underneath the 
basketball court and a free 
luncheon with Colonial 
giveaways.

Bozeman did not ad-
dress any questions until 
the lunch, but he acknowl-
edged his team’s inexperi-
ence as soon as he began 
to speak.

“This is absolutely 
the youngest team in the 
country,” Bozeman said. 
“If you’re not a freshman 
on this team, you’re a 
sophomore.”

The lone exception to 
that clause is redshirt ju-
nior forward Ivy Abiona, 
who has had her career 
stalled by several injuries.

Bozeman and his as-
sistants showcased their 
11 players with fast-
break drills, several layup 
weaves and defensive 
sets. One weave the team 
ran involved three play-
ers passing a golf ball, fol-
lowed by a tennis ball and 
finally a basketball to each 
other as they ran up and 
down the court. No drib-
bling was involved in the 
drill, as it simply aimed to 
improve the team’s hand-

eye coordination.
After the two-hour 

practice officially ended, 
all fans were treated to a 
small tour of the new facil-
ities, including the weight 
room, academic center 
and revamped swimming 
pool.

The free lunch com-
menced upstairs immedi-
ately afterward and while 
the crowd was shy at first, 
several kids in attendance 
began to ask the players 
questions.

When asked about 
the biggest differences be-
tween playing basketball 
in high school and college, 
freshman Megan Nipe 
discussed the intensity of 
the preseason.

“Sometimes you come 
to the point where you 
question if you can be here 
or not,” she said. “Once 
you get past that point, 
then you’re all good.”

One young girl asked 
the team what a regular 
day in their lives was like. 
She looked stunned, her 
eyebrows raised as sopho-
more guard Kay-Kay Al-
lums described a routine 
that included getting up at 
6:30 a.m. to work out and 
“hopefully finding time to 
sleep” at night after going 
to class and practicing for 
several hours each day.

Finally, Associate Ath-
letic Director for Athletic 
Development Dom Perno 
highlighted alumna-
turned-assistant coach, 
Kristeena Alexander, in an 
effort to show the crowd 
the commitment that peo-
ple have shown toward 
GW women’s basketball.

Although he wasn’t 
the last person to speak, 
coach Bozeman’s words 
may have been the most 

endearing of all.
“Anything you guys 

need, I’m open to it,” 
Bozeman said as he ad-
dressed the room. “I ap-

preciate you guys coming 
and I look forward to see-
ing you guys throughout 
the season.”

The women kick off 

their season on the road at 
North Texas Nov. 17 and 
play their first home game 
on Nov. 19 against Coppin 
State. u

Sports Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Last Word
“This is absolutely the youngest 

team in the country. If you're not 

a freshman on this team, you're a 

sophomore.”
Women's basketball head coach 

Mike Bozeman on this year's roster

Number cruNch
The number of points in 
the standings that cur-
rently separate the GW 
men's soccer team from 
the final spot in the At-
lantic 10 tournament. 

The Colonials host their final two 
regular season games this weekend.

3
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Women's basketball opens doors to fans
by max feINbLatt  
Hatchet Reporter 

JoNathaN eWINg | hatchet photographer
Sophomore Tara Booker, right, works with assistant coach Richard Moore during Saturday's 
open practice. Booker shot a team-best 37.3 percent from a three-point distance last season.

Despite its result, the GW men’s water polo 
team’s game against No. 12 Navy Saturday night 
was a special one for a group of four seniors playing 
in their final home game. The Colonials narrowly 
fell to the Midshipmen 13-11, battling in the face of 
a large first-half deficit to threaten their nationally 
ranked visitors before ultimately falling short.

“This is the toughest we played all season long, 
from start to finish,” head coach Scott Reed said.

Down seven with 3:41 to go in the first half, the 
Colonials (7-21, 0-8 CWPA) never stopped fighting 
and managed to come within two goals of the Mid-
shipmen (17-8, 6-2 CWPA) with less than two min-
utes to play.

Entering the fourth quarter, sophomore Cray 
Rogers scored his fourth goal of the night to bring 
the Colonials to within three goals of the Midship-
men. Navy got back a goal when sophomore Conor 
Handley scored with 3:46 remaining. 

Senior John-Claude Wright, however, kept things 
interesting with two quick goals for the Colonials, 
bringing the score to 13-11 with 1:29 remaining.

“It was intense,” Wright said. “With the crowd, 
everyone was loud. It was a good feeling.”

But with fans on their feet, including many 
students who came to the game in Halloween cos-
tumes, GW went a man down after being called for 
a foul, allowing Navy to hold on to the ball as time 
ran out.

The Colonials start their postseason campaign 
next weekend at the CWPA Southern Division 
Championship at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, 
Pa. The Colonials find out Monday evening who 
they will play in the first round.

Prior to the game, Reed honored GW seniors 
Wright, Nick Archambault, Marshall Freedman and 
Rick Rogers.

“These four seniors will definitely be missed 
when all is said and done,” Reed said. “They have 
put blood, sweat and tears into this team.”

The seniors each received a wreath and a picture 
of the four of them.

Reed said that this year’s seniors made a posi-
tive impact on the team and would continue to do 
so, citing some of the seniors' plans to remain in 
Washington after graduation.

“They never back down from any challenge and 
hopefully all these younger guys have learned from 
them and can apply that to next year,” he said.  “If 
they stay in the city, they’re going to be around.” u

Rollings scores to keep 
Colonials' hopes alive

chrIs gregory | hatchet staff photographer
Redshirt senior Mike Rollings (15) puts the ball past Richmond goalkeeper Jed Antoun in GW's 
1-0 win Saturday. The Colonials host two crucial conference games this weekend.

by NeIL sharma  
Hatchet Reporter 

Men's water 
polo edged by 
Navy in finale

“Her and I, we’ve got one rule. When 
we play here, she’s gotta sit on the GW 
side,” Hobbs said. “When GW goes over 
there... ” The crowd began to laugh as 
Hobbs trailed off.

“We’re still negotiating,” he added.
Following practice, guests were treat-

ed to samples of potential AD’s Club food 

selections from Sodexo – complete with 
feedback forms – and given the opportu-
nity to walk through Smith Center and see 
the renovations firsthand.

Afterward, a post-tour reception was 
held in the new AD’s Club, where Hobbs 
again addressed the crowd. Speaking 
rather candidly, he shared a humorous 
anecdote about his appearance on ESPN’s 
“Cold Pizza” in 2005 and said he has a re-
newed energy entering this season.

The Colonials will host West Georgia in 
an exhibition game Saturday at 1 p.m. u

JordaN emoNt | hatchet photographer
Senior John-Claude Wright, left, defends a Navy player in 
Saturday's loss. Wright had three goals and three assists.

by KevIN cassIdy  
Hatchet Reporter   
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hogaN taKes a-10 tItLe
Senior runner Megan Hogan 

won the Atlantic 10 championship 
at the 400-meter distance Saturday 
in St. Louis, finishing almost a min-
ute ahead of her closest competi-
tor with a time of 18:37.8.

Hogan, who finished second last 
year to this year's runner-up, Char-
lotte's Amanda Goetschius, became 
the first runner in GW history to 
win the A-10 crown.

Junior Jessica Stern finished 
eighth overall at 20:07.6.

Senior Dan Cartica led GW's 
men's time, finishing 28th overall 
with a time of 27:44.7.

WomeN's soccer eNds 
seasoN WIth WIN

Senior Brittany Eger, named 
to ESPN the Magazine's Academic 
All-District 2 First Team last week, 
scored in the 78th minute Sunday 
at Rhode Island to give the GW 
women's soccer team a 2-1 win to 
conclude its season.

The Colonials (7-8-4, 4-5-2 At-
lantic 10) finished the season sev-
enth in the A-10 with 14 points, one 
shy of tying for the conference 
tournament's sixth and final post-
season berth. They won three of 
their final four games, with the lone 
loss in that span coming Friday at 
Massachusetts.

Against the Rams Sunday, GW 
fell behind 1-0 in the 53rd minute 
but equalized within five minutes 
when junior Jillian Morgan scored 
for the second time this fall. Twen-
ty-five minutes later Eger scored 
her team-leading fifth goal of the 
season to put the Colonials ahead 
for good.

Sophomore goalkeeper Lindsey 
Rowe registered seven saves in Sun-
day's game, giving her a conference-
best 84 in the regular season.

aNother WeeKeNd spLIt 
for voLLeybaLL

The GW women's volleyball 
team found itself on the winning 
and losing ends of sweeps this 
weekend, beating Temple 3-0 at 
home Friday before falling at Rhode 
Island by the same score.

Friday's match was designated 
"Dig Pink" night as part of GW's 
multi-sport "Think Pink" promo-
tion to raise funds for breast can-
cer research. Wearing pink jerseys, 
the Colonials (19-9, 6-5 Atlantic 10) 
avenged a September road loss to 
the Owls with a strong 25-17, 25-19, 
25-14 win. Freshman Lauren Whyte 
led the offense with 12.5 points on 
11 kills, while junior Leah Hill and 
freshman Candace Silva-Martin 
each added 13 digs.

Sunday saw GW on the other 
end of a decisive outcome, falling 
to Rhode Island 25-21, 25-21, 25-19. 
The Colonials hit just .186 in the 
match. Senior Katie Butz paced the 
team with 18 points and Hill led all 
players with 19 digs.

The Colonials will return home 
this weekend for their final home-
stand, hosting Duquesne Friday at 7 
p.m. and Charlotte Sunday at 1 p.m.
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