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Raas Chaos
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loses
Colonials top 
Coppin State 
before losing 
at Ohio. 
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GW was al-
ready comfort-
ably ahead of the University of Maryland-
Baltimore County Saturday, the game’s 94-51 
lopsided final score starting to take form in 
the first half, when freshman Bryan Bynes 
fired a cross-court pass to classmate Lasan 
Kromah, who lingered in the corner await-
ing the ball, ready to shoot.

Kromah, for his part, was on his way to 
another strong performance, his third in as 
many games as a Colonial (3-0) after having 
already knocked down a pair of threes and a 
long jumper to give him eight points.

But when that shot – the one from the 
corner on the feed from Bynes – fell through 
the net, pushing GW’s advantage to 19 points 
just more than 13 minutes into the game, it 
was merely the first strike in an all-out Kro-
mah onslaught that buried the Retrievers be-
fore so much as a full half had been played.

Over the next two minutes, the first-
year guard would attempt and make four 
three-pointers in a span of five GW posses-
sions, the lone trip without a score coming 
when Kromah lobbed a pass to fellow fresh-
man Tim Johnson, who threw it down and 
through the hoop to complete an alley-oop. 

“The whole time,” Kromah explained af-
ter the game, “I was thinking, ‘Just keep up 
the same intensity, don’t let down.’ ”

On the first dead ball after Kromah fi-
nally missed a shot, coming up short on a 
three in transition, head coach Karl Hobbs 
replaced him with sophomore Aaron Ware, 
allowing Kromah to leave the floor amid a 
raucous standing ovation from the Smith 
Center faithful.

Administrators will verify 
at least half of the community 
service hours logged by com-
munity members on the new-
ly launched VolunteerMatch 
Web site, a University official 
said last week.

More than 8,000 hours 
were logged on the Volunteer-
Match site as of Friday after-
noon, but University spokes-
woman Emily Cain said these 
hours will not be added to the 
Michelle Obama challenge 
total – which stood at 19,000 
hours prior to the Volunteer-
Match launch – until they are 
verified.

“In order to ensure the ac-
curacy of the count and verify 
that the system is being used 
appropriately, we are con-
ducting a review of the hours 
submitted to date and will 
wait until that review is com-
plete before issuing an updat-
ed hours tally,” Cain said.

Titi Williams-Davies, spe-
cial projects manager for Stu-
dent and Academic Support 
Services, said the University 
will e-mail the contacts that 
students list when logging 

their hours to verify that the 
student actually went to the 
service event and stayed for 
the amount of hours report-
ed.

As of yet, the University 
has not created a disciplinary 
policy for students who forge 
community service hours 
through VolunteerMatch.

Williams-Davies said 
the University is holding its 
members to the honor system, 
adding that the University 
will verify at least 50 percent 
of the hours logged to ensure 
the tally is accurate. 

“We have to audit 50 per-
cent, and that’s not even be-
cause we don’t trust students, 
that’s because in order for it 
to be statistically accurate, 
we have to check,” Williams-
Davies said. 

She added that the Uni-
versity has not yet made any 
decisions on disciplinary pro-
cedures for people who fake 
hours.

“We are hoping we won’t 
ever have to approach it,” 
Williams-Davies said. “In the 
coming weeks, I think we just 
want to get over the launch 
and then go over the possible 
scenarios.”

Senior Taylor Mohylsky 
said he thinks it’s disappoint-
ing that people would attempt 
to overstate the hours they 
serve, but said he is resigned 
to the fact that people will al-

Cameron Smither is on a Dean’s Advisory Council 
and is a member of both the College Democrats and 
Green GW. He has a work study job with D.C. Reads, 
gives campus tours for the Office of Admissions and is 
a member of his residence hall’s Residential Advisory 
Council. 

He also just transferred to GW in September.
Smither is one of many transfer students who has 

come to GW – perhaps enticed by the Office of Admis-
sions motto “Something Happens Here” – to get in-
volved in college and the city. While a recent national 
survey reported that nationally, transfer students are 

less likely to be involved on campus, Associate Vice 
President of Student and Academic Support Services 
Peter Konwerski said GW transfers tend to be very in-
volved in both GW and D.C. life. 

“We have students who tend to want to come here 
to be immediately engaged and in the same spirit of our 
campus, they can jump right in and get involved from 
day one – becoming a leader and making a difference 
on campus, in the classroom, and of course in the com-
munity right from the start,” Konwerski said.

Transfer students lag behind native students in 
terms of campus engagement, according to the Na-
tional Survey for Student Engagement. But Jillian 

Without a significant increase 
in fundraising, the University’s 
financial aid model will become 
unsustainable, University officials 
said last week.

Last year, the University an-
nounced a 10 percent increase in 
the amount of aid allotted to both 
current and future students for the 
next four to six years. But “without 
corresponding success on fundrais-
ing,” the current model will not be 
able to continue beyond that, said 
Robert Chernak, senior vice presi-
dent for Student and Academic 
Support Services.

“Unless we’re successful in 
a corresponding way in improv-
ing our fundraising for student 
aid, then more is going to come 
out of the unrestrictive budget or 
out of reserves, which isn’t a good 
situation in terms of sustainability,” 
Chernak said.

According to the University’s 
budget for the 2009-10 school year, 
the cost of GW’s push to maintain 

affordability will be between $24 
million and $47 million over the 
next four to six years.

To offset these costs, the Uni-
versity also announced last year it 
was increasing its goal of fundrais-
ing for financial aid from $10 mil-
lion to $40 million. For the first year 
of that goal, the University set out 
to raise $14 million and reached $12 
million. This year’s target is set at 
$18 million, Chernak said.

Executive Vice President and 
Treasurer Lou Katz said this in-
creased fundraising for student 
aid will be necessary to relieve the 
strain on the operating budget.

“The idea of this is not just to 
increase this for five years and let 
it drop off,” Katz said. “The goal 
is to bring the level of fundraising 
up, and have it go from there, not 
to have it drop back down.”

He added, however, that if 
the economy continues to worsen, 
fundraising might begin to decline, 
which will then impact future stu-
dent aid decisions. 

“If this goes on for a decade, ev-
erything gets interconnected so it’s 
not just how long this lasts. If the 
economy begins to lag, it will affect 
overall fundraising too,” Katz said. 
“It hasn’t as of yet, but it remains to 
be seen.”

The lag in the economy has 

The men’s basketball team will face local 
school George Mason Dec. 2 at the Smith Cen-
ter for the first time since 1998, and a group of 
student organizations is teaming up with the 
Spirit Office to maximize student turnout at 
the game and increase campus-wide support 
of GW athletics. 

Printed next to the bold, colorful chalk 
announcements of campus events at the en-

trance to Kogan Plaza is the name of a new 
Web site launched to drum up support for 
the team and, in particular, its match-up with 
the Patriots. On the treadmills in the Lerner 
Health and Wellness Center, black bumper 
stickers promote the site at “BeatGeorgeMa-
son.com” to gym-goers. Facebook events and 
a Twitter page remind fans to buy their tick-
ets to the “Battle of the Orange Line.”  

The Web site includes a video promoting 
the renewed rivalry, as well as a countdown 
displaying the days until the game and the 

number of tickets remaining. Fans can eas-
ily purchase tickets with the provided link to 
Ticketmaster or share the Web site via e-mail, 
Facebook or Twitter.   

Over the summer, student leaders on 
campus met with the Colonial Army, Uni-
versity administrators, the spirit department, 
the athletic department, and student-athletes 
to try to improve student support of athletics 
and the game day's atmosphere on campus. 

Kromah, Colonials cruise in victory Univ. will verify half 
of service hours
In five days, 8,000 
hours logged in 
VolunteerMatch
by Emily Cahn  
Campus News Editor

GW romps UMBC in 
first home game of year 

viktors dindzans | photo Editor
Freshman Lasan Kromah shoots a three-pointer in Saturday's 94-51 win. Kromah 
made six three-pointers in the game, including four in a span of two minutes.

by dan GrEEnE
Sports Editor 

miChEllE rattinGEr | assistant photo Editor 
A BeatGeorgeMason.com bumper sticker promoting the Dec. 2 men's 
basketball game is posted at the corner of 21st and H streets. 

miChEllE rattinGEr and jordon Emont | hatChEt photoGraphErs
Corey Barenbrugge, left, a Presidential Administrative Fellow, Preeti Parulekar, Green GW's director of events, and Cameron Smither, a 
Dean's Advisory Council member, all became active in the student body and in D.C. after transferring to GW.

Transfers find footing in Foggy Bottom

Ad campaign focuses on Mason match-up

by hadlEy malColm 
Hatchet Staff Writer  

Officials: More funding 
needed to sustain aid
Univ. hopes to raise 
$40 million for 
financial assistance
by Emily Cahn  
Campus News Editor 

UmBC    51
GW  94

Students, Spirit Office make push to increase support for men's basketball
by kara dUnford
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Tuesday
yoga on Mount Vernon
Take a free yoga session 
on the Vern to unwind 
before going home for 
break.

Hand Chapel |  
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Post-Thanksgiving dinner at 
the Vern
Feast on turkey and sweet 
potatoes during Mount Vernon 
Campus Life’s free family-style 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Lisner Auditorium | 7 to 10 p.m.

Men’s basketball faces 
Princeton
Check out the men’s 
basketball team during 
its second home game of 
the season. 

Smith Center | 7 p.m. 

Men’s basketball takes on 
Oregon state
Cheer on the Colonials as 
they take on Oregon State. 
The Beavers’ coach is Mi-
chelle Obama’s brother. 

Smith Center | 2 p.m.

saTurday

WeB eXTra 
Homeless walk
A group of GW students walk to combat 
homelessness in GW’s backyard.

WeB eXTra
Pelham Hall
More details released about the 
Univeristy’s newest residence hall. 

MulTIMedIa
audIO slIdesHOW
raas Chaos
See the sights and sounds of this colorful 
event featuring Indian dance.

November 23, 2009
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GIna OrlandO | HaTCHeT PHOTOGraPHer
Members of the GW College Democrats and College Republicans play a game of football at the Mount Vernon Athletic Complex Sunday after-
noon. The CDs won the game by a score of 35-14.

All ThiS AnD MoRe... Now at gwhatchet.comH

Congressman rejects 
sPHHs study on 
abortion amendment 

frIday

The author of the controversial 
amendment to the House of Represen-
tatives-approved health care bill is re-
jecting the findings of a Nov. 16 report 
authored by five GW professors in the 
School of Public Health and Health Ser-
vices. 

The study found that the Stupak-
Pitts amendment – which is designed to 
restrict how abortions could be offered 
by a government-run insurance plan and 
through private insurance bought using 
government subsidies from the health 
care plan – would eliminate insurance 
coverage for medically indicated abor-
tions in the long run, and not just those 
covered by the new health care plan.

Rep. Bart Stupak, D-Mich., told the 
political blog Talking Points Memo D.C. 
that the report is based on speculation 
and the amendment would not limit pri-
vate health insurance companies from 
offering medically indicated abortions.

“The idea that insurers will stop pro-
viding abortion services because of the 
Stupak-Ellsworth-Pitts amendment is 
nothing more than speculation,” Stupak 
said in a statement to TPMDC. “There 
is no language in this amendment that 
in any way prohibits private health in-
surance companies from offering these 
services.”

The report, written by chair of 
the Department of Health Policy Sara 
Rosenbaum, research professors Lara 
Cartwright-Smith and Ross Margulies, 
professor Susan Wood, and lead re-
searcher D. Richard Mauery, said if the 
amendment passes, there will be an “in-
dustry-wide effect.”

“The treatment exclusions required 
under the Stupak-Pitts Amendment will 
have an industry-wide effect, eliminat-
ing coverage of medically indicated 
abortions over time for all women, not 
only those whose coverage is derived 
through a health insurance exchange.” 

Stupak’s remarks came only days 
after U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Colo., 
vice chair of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce and co-chair of the Con-
gressional Pro-Choice Caucus, refer-
enced the GW study in her blog.

Democrats in the Senate won a key 
victory in the health care fight Saturday 
night when the legislative body voted 
60-39 to move ahead with floor debate 
on the sweeping $848 billion bill.

–lauren french



Seven Indian dance teams 
from across the country brought 
the Lisner Auditorium stage to 
life Saturday night at the ninth 
annual Raas Chaos competition 
hosted at GW.  

Raas is an energetic tradi-
tional Indian dance style with 
colorful costumes, intricate for-
mations and synchronized rou-
tines. The performers bounced 
to Indian beats and used col-
orful sticks made from wood 
called dandiyas. 

This event has grown to 
be one of the largest intercolle-
giate Raas competitions in the 
country. Competitors included 
teams from Penn State, Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity and New York University, 
among others. 

Each team showed an in-
troduction video which intro-
duced the theme of their dance 
and team members.   

The “Whose  House? 
Gdub!” mantra rang throughout 
the auditorium as the GW Raas 

team opened the night with an 
exhibition performance. 

“I thought their perfor-
mance was great,” freshman 
Divya Venkat said. “Their for-
mations were precise and I 
think they fed off of the crowd’s 
energy well. The competition 

was held here, so many people 
were cheering for them.”

The Rhythmaya School of 
Dance, an established group 
of professional dancers in the 
D.C. metro area, performed as 
the second exhibition act. They 
combined modern and tradi-

tional blends to create a con-
temporary style of dance.  

The Raas Chaos competi-
tion hopes to foster friendship 
and unite teams from around 
the country, and the winner re-
ceives a bid to a national compe-
tition held in Dallas, Texas. The 

GW South Asian Society also 
used the event to raise money 
for the charity Read Global, 
which benefits rural children in 
India, Nepal and Bhutan.  

This year, Raas Chaos 2009 
partnered with Saavn Mobile to 
allow all competing Raas Cha-
os teams and exhibition acts to 
vote for their favorite perfor-
mance using their cell phones. 
Each team was assigned a 
special code and, during the 
competition, the performing 
team’s code was flashed up on 
a screen.  

The NYU team won the 
first place title, earning the team 
a check for $1,200. The audience 
also voted for that team as their 
pick for the Viewer’s Choice 
Award.  

Columbia University won 
$800 for their second-place 
finish, and the University of 
Pennsylvania came in third and 
brought home a check for $500.  

Penn State, ranked No. 1 in 
the nation, did not place at Raas 
Chaos this year. Last year, they 
won first place at Raas Chaos 
and received a bid to Raas All-
Stars National Championships.  

“I was really impressed be-
cause I haven’t seen anything 
like this before. Everything was 
so colorful and the music was 
really cool,” freshman Colin 
Kellogg said. u
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Raas Chaos showcases traditional Indian dancing

Despite a growing national 
trend toward socially conscious 
investing, University officials 
say the school has no plans to 
change its investment policies 
to mandate such guidelines.

Socially responsible invest-
ing, or SRI guidelines, often 
prohibit investing in compa-
nies that fund war or genocide, 
mistreat workers or break child 
labor laws, produce "sin" prod-
ucts, or contribute to activities 
that degrade the environment. 

Don Lindsey, the Univer-
sity’s chief investment officer, 
said GW currently has no so-
cially conscious clause in the 
school’s investment policies 
and he is not aware of any 
plans to change the policies in 
the future.

“We haven’t looked at any 
of those issues,” Lindsey said.

The current policy, drafted 

by the Board of Trustees, does 
not prohibit the University 
from investing in companies 
that do not follow socially con-
scious guidelines. 

The list of colleges and 
universities adopting socially 
conscious policies has grown 
in recent years, and many uni-
versities like Harvard, Yale, 
Columbia, and Stanford have 
full-time advisory councils to 
advise the school’s investment 
policies.

In 2007, a popular SRI 
platform was removing invest-
ments in companies or orga-
nizations that fund violence 
in Darfur, a region in which 
genocide has been raging since 
2003. 

More than 60 universities 
adopted such policies, with 
many claiming student pres-
sure as a motivating factor, ac-
cording to information from the 
Sudan Divestment Task Force, 
an organization whose mission 

is to encourage the reduction in 
investments in the country. 

GW was not among them. 
In 2007, GW STAND pressured 
the University but was told by 
former President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg that GW would 
not reduce its investment. In-
stead, GW funded a Baana 
scholarship for a Sudanese stu-
dent to study at GW.  

As of Oct. 29, GW’s endow-
ment is valued at $1.054 billion, 
and while Lindsey said he did 
not know the exact companies 
in which the University invests, 
it was possible that some of 
those companies are on the Su-
dan Company Report blacklist 
or are not following standard 
SRI policies.  

“We may, it’s possible,” 
Lindsey said, adding that it 
might not be in the “best inter-
est of the University” to invest 
solely in companies that follow 
socially conscious investing.  

“This is my personal opin-

ion, but my personal preference 
is to maximize rate of return,” 
he said. “Stocks change all the 
time, it could be possible, but 
we don’t go through our port-
folios line by line to check.” 

Lindsey said new invest-
ment policies traditionally in-
clude some form of oversight, 
something he said would be 
hard for a university like GW 
that has external money man-
agers oversee roughly 50 per-
cent of its investments. 

The Investment Office out-
sources the actual investing 
process to around 45 money 
management companies. These 
firms create portfolios that the 
University can opt into, but the 
school has no control over the 
selling or buying of stocks in 
those portfolios, nor does Lind-
sey think it would be helpful to 
look at individual stocks. 

“We always have the op-
tion to look at the portfolio,” he 
said. “But we don’t pay a lot of 

attention to individual stocks.” 
Lindsey said the University 

bases the decision to invest on 
“financial metrics,” meaning 
profit is his office’s reigning fac-
tor when picking a firm.  

Earlier in the decade, the 
Investment Office surveyed its 
money managers and found 50 
percent of the managers do fol-
low SRI guidelines. This survey 
was for informational purpos-

es, Lindsey said, and GW did 
not stop investments in those 
companies that said they do 
not consider social conscious-
ness in their investments.  

“We do not engage any 
managers to make them SRI 
managers,” Lindsey said last 
March.

Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer Lou Katz said 
consumers have been putting 
pressure on companies to act in 
a socially conscious manner. 

“At the end of the day, 
whether your investments do 
well or not is really [based on] 
how much demand there is for 
whatever products they have,” 
Katz said. “People are looking 
if these are good companies [or 
if they] are they not good com-
panies. All of those kinds of 
things have weighed into this 
much more than I’ve ever seen 
in my professional career.” 

–Emily Cahn contributed to 
this report.

Univ. investment policies don't require social responsibility

The Student Health Ser-
vice has exhausted its sup-
ply of 1,000 H1N1 vaccines, 
the director of SHS said Fri-
day.

On Wednesday, an In-
fomail went out informing 
students that swine flu vac-
cines had arrived at SHS 
and that those under the 
age of 24 could receive the 
vaccine free of charge. After 
that announcement, SHS 
administered 300 H1N1 
vaccines over the course 
of two hours, SHS Direc-
tor Isabel Goldenberg said. 
The rest of the vaccine sup-
ply was administered by 
Friday.

“So far we have received 
1,000 doses [of the H1N1 
vaccine],” Goldenberg said. 
“We were expecting a good 
response from the students 
and we had it.” 

Over the course of the 
semester, SHS has seen 
about 700 cases of influen-
za-like illness among stu-
dents, Goldenberg said, 
adding that she expects 
many cases went unre-
ported because students 
stayed in their dorms or 
went to other health care 
facilities. 

“We continue to monitor 
and report cases and [their] 
severity,” Goldenberg said, 
noting that SHS has seen 
about 10 to 12 cases per 
week over the past month. 
In September, however, 
Goldenberg said SHS diag-
nosed about 40 to 50 cases 
daily. 

Students interviewed 
around campus had con-
flicting opinions regarding 

the swine flu vaccine and 
virus. 

“I don’t feel it’s neces-
sary to get vaccines, espe-
cially when there are such 
low quantities,” junior Ja-
son Aul said. “I think peo-
ple with underlying condi-
tions should get the vaccine 
because they are the people 
in danger.”

Other students said they 
were not getting the vaccine 
because they do not believe 
the virus is as dangerous as 
the media have portrayed 
over the past half a year.

“It just doesn’t seem 
like the swine flu is that de-
bilitating,” freshman Mariel 
Murphy said. 

Other students said 
they had friends and family 
members who had gotten 
sick, and were able to recov-
er from the virus well. 

Rebecca Kelmenson, a 
freshman, said she is not 
getting the vaccine because 
she already had the H1N1 
virus. 

“I went to the doctor, 
and at a certain point they 
stopped testing everyone 
and just started treating 
people, because everyone 
had it,” Kelmenson said. 

For those students who 
were unable to receive the 
vaccine, Goldenberg said 
she expects another ship-
ment to arrive, though she 
does not know how many 
vaccines will come, or when 
they will arrive. 

Additionally, Golden-
berg said SHS will continue 
to give vaccines for the sea-
sonal influenza. They gave 
900 vaccines out of a ship-
ment of 1,400 the week of 
Nov. 15. 

Goldenberg said  stu-
dents are encouraged to 
check campus advisories 
and the SHS Web site for 
more information regarding 
the two vaccines. 

“Prevention with a vac-
cine is the best way of protec-
tion,” Goldenberg said. u

Student Health 
distributes 1,000 
swine flu vaccines
Health service has 
seen about 700 
possible cases

Michelle RattiNgeR | assistaNt photo editoR
Students perform at the ninth annual Raas Chaos competition in Lisner Auditorium. Raas is a traditional Indian 
dance style that incorporates colorful routines. SEE AUDIO SLIDESHOW ONLINE AT GWHATCHET.COM

by Michelle BRowN 
Hatchet Reporter 

by lauReN FReNch  
Assistant News Editor  

Swine Flu

Colleges from 
around the country 
perform at Lisner
by diMple MiRchaNdaNi 
Hatchet Reporter

"We always have the 
option to look at the 

portfolio. But we don't 
pay a lot of attention 
to individual stocks."

Don LinDSEY
Chief Investment Officer

The Facilites depart-
ment’s head reported ac-
tions taken over the sum-
mer to curtail the number 
of rats on campus have 
resulted in fewer reports of 
rodents in GW buildings, 
but some students say ro-
dents remain a nuisance.

Facilities took special 
precautions over the sum-
mer to fight rats, Associate 
Vice President for Facilities 
Juan Ibanez said, like pull-
ing appliances away from 
walls to clean behind them, 
and blocking any openings 
in walls that were found 
during inspections. 

“Our technicians also 
walked around the outside 
of buildings to look for and 
close exterior openings. We 
feel this extra effort paid 
off as the number of mice 
reported has been small,” 
Ibanez said. 

Statistics from the D.C. 
Department of Health also 
indicate that rats were less 
of a problem throughout the 
District this fiscal year com-
pared to last year, though 
DOH continues to fight the 
rat population.

According to DOH, 
during the 2008 fiscal year 
— October to September — 
there were 3,586 complaints 
involving rats. During the 
2009 fiscal year, DOH only 
received 2,950 complaints, 
an almost 18 percent de-
crease. 

Students interviewed 
by The Hatchet said rats are 
likely to remain a problem 
because GW is located in a 
metropolitan area. 

Libby Osher, a junior 
living in Amsterdam Hall, 
said she sees rodents most 
often around restaurants 
and places with food, as 
well as in front of the School 
of Business’ Duques Hall. 

“I lived in Munson last 
year, and I saw a lot on that 
sidewalk on I Street, but I 
haven’t really seen any clos-
er into campus,” she said.

Other students have 
had closer encounters with 
the rodents.

“I saw a mouse in the 
lobby one day. I was getting 
my laundry; [it was] terrify-
ing,” said Christy Russo, a 
sophomore living in Schen-
ley. 

Russo said she sees rats 
when she walks through an 
alley to get to JBKO to visit 
friends. 

“I walk through that 
alley all the time and, obvi-
ously, back alleys are a pret-
ty common rat home,” she 
said. “So I see them a lot.”

Dena Iverson, a spokes-
woman for DOH, said in an 
e-mail that the number of 
rats in D.C. fluctuates due 
to environmental condi-
tions, like rainfall and tem-
perature.

For Foggy Bottom, Iver-
son said DOH conducts rou-
tine and complaint-driven 
inspections, and places bait 
to reduce the rodent popu-
lation.

“DOH also has Code 
Enforcement Officers that 
conduct inspections that 
can lead to enforcement ac-
tion for conditions that at-
tract and support rodents, 
such as waste containers 
lids open and improper 
storage of grease,” Iverson 
said.

Mice still make their 
way into GW living and 
work spaces, though. To 
catch rats, Facilities uses 
spring-loaded snap traps, 
glue or sticky traps, and 
traps that rats can enter but 
not exit, Ibanez said. 

–Jeff Richards

Facilities 
battles Foggy 

Bottom rat 
issues



When Lupe Fiasco came to the 
Jack Morton Auditorium to 
promote the History Channel’s 

documentary "The People Speak," he 
challenged students to find something 
we believe in, and fight for it. While this 
challenge was not broadcast to campus 
like Michelle Obama’s 100,000 hours 
community service challenge, it is equal-
ly important, and students should take 
its message to heart. 

Like some students interested in ad-
vocacy, it was difficult to decide which 
issue was the most important to me: 
hunger and homelessness, stopping the 
genocide in Darfur, or HIV/AIDS. After 
some time, it was clear that I was most 
passionate about the fight against AIDS.

The HIV pandemic is especially im-
portant for those who live in D.C. The 
rate of HIV 
in D.C. is 
12 times the 
rate of the 
national av-
erage, with 
about 15,000 people in the Washington 
metro area HIV positive. Our peers all 
over the United States and the world 
contract the disease through unprotected 
sexual intercourse, intravenous drug use 
and sex work. The disease often spreads 
because there is a lack of education and 
resources needed to make healthy and 
educated decisions. In addition, a recent 
report by the World Health Organiza-
tion states that the leading cause of death 
and disease among women ages 15-44 is 
HIV/AIDS. These statistics only begin to 
demonstrate the effects of HIV/AIDS lo-
cally, nationally and globally. 

Next Tuesday, Dec.1, is World AIDS 
Day. Advocates, including many who 
are HIV positive, say that every day is a 
World AIDS Day; in the United States, a 
young person under 25 is infected with 
HIV every hour of every day, while glob-
ally, the number grows to 140 young 
people per hour, or 3,318 young people 
every day. 

During Lupe’s visit, he talked about 
how our generation does not share the ac-
tivism of our parents’ generation. Partici-
pating in events like Hunger and Home-
lessness Awareness Week and next week’s 
World AIDS Week is a way for students to 
prove Lupe wrong, and use our campus 
community as a tool to raise awareness 
and address important causes.

We hear over and over that our gen-
eration has resources at our disposal like 
Twitter or Facebook. We have witnessed 
the impact of these evolving media on 
events like the National Equality March 
on Washington, attended by tens of thou-
sands, including student favorite Lady 
Gaga. Using evolving media to attend, 
promote and document such events is a 
step toward increasing our generation’s 
activism. But while it is nice to walk 
in solidarity, activism does not stop at 
marching. To participate in a movement, 
you must do more.

Here are some ways to get involved: 
Educate yourself. The Internet is an 

amazing source of information where 
you can find all you need to know 
about the issue at hand, whether it is a 
woman’s right to choose, fair trade, gay 
rights, or HIV/AIDS. Many studies or 
news breaks are released but go unno-
ticed - find them, and educate yourself 
and others.

Join a student organization. For al-
most every cause, there is a student orga-
nization out there fighting for the same 
ideals. Find that organization and attend 
their meetings. See what you can do. For 
most organizations, it is never too late to 
join.

Take action. Follow the news on your 
issue and see what current actions are be-
ing taken. There are many organizations 
that need volunteers that deal with HIV/
AIDS like MetroTeenAIDS and Food and 
Friends. 

Communicate. Once you go to an 
event, contact your congressman or sen-
ator, update your Facebook status, tweet 
it, blog about it, BBM all your friends 
about it. Students here are wired through 
their laptops, iPhones and BlackBerrys. 
Use those media resources to help other 
people garner interest for a cause.

Now, I may not be Michelle Obama. 
But here is my challenge to the GW com-
munity: Many student organizations 
have been hard at work since the begin-
ning of the semester preparing for World 
AIDS week starting Nov. 30. Educate 
yourself by attending a panel about HIV 
on Wednesday; take action by protesting 
in front of the White House on Tuesday; 
and communicate by telling your friends 
through Twitter and Facebook - you are 
fighting for a cause you believe in.

Check out GW World AIDS Week 
Coalition’s Facebook page: “GW World 
AIDS week” for more information, and 
start your activism. 

–The writer, a senior majoring in inter-
national affairs, is the legislative coordinator 

for GW Student Global AIDS Campaign. 

Opinions
Staff Editorial

Quotable

“I decided when I came to GW 

that I wasn’t going to be a 

transfer student. I was going to 

be a GW student. So I jumped in 

right away.”
- Corey barenbrugge,  on  his 

experience transfering into GW.

Justin Guiffré 
Opinions Editor
jguiffre@gwhatchet.com

lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com H
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Addressing symptoms of sadness

Typical college students exhibit signs of de-
pression or symptoms of sadness at varying 
times throughout their college careers.

For some, the sadness of college life kicks in a 
few weeks after the start of classes in the form of 
homesickness.

For others, the sadness of the post-holiday inter-
im, or “seasonal” depression, occurs after the start 
of the new semester, when students return from 
winter break.

But for an increasing amount of college students, 
moodiness, sadness and depression are facets of ev-
eryday life – and do not simply come in stages.

According to a report featured in an October 
National Public Radio broadcast, an increasing 
number of college students are dealing with not 
only homesickness, seasonal depression or work-
related stress, but severe clinical depression, anxiety 
and eating disorders. The article reports, “In 2007, 
around 15 percent of students reported having been 

diagnosed with depression at some point in their 
lives; that’s up from 10 percent in 2000.”

Students at GW are included among that num-
ber, and some must work through diagnosed and 
undiagnosed mental health issues every day. The 
Hatchet reported earlier this month that the Uni-
versity noted that “scheduled individual appoint-
ments at the counseling center increased by 34 
percent in the first quarter of this year.”

While the University Counseling Cen-
ter has been taking significant steps to raise 
awareness and encourage students to use 
the services it offers, there are some as-
pects of the way the UCC currently 
conducts business that could be al-
tered to further help Colonials.

The UCC has made laud-
able efforts to increase awareness 
about the issues plaguing stu-
dents and the way students can 
seek help. Hosting events such as 
National Depression Screening 
Day, along with activities such as 
relaxation workshops, the UCC 
and its Peer Educator Program 
have done a lot to address 
students’ needs and reduce 
the stigma surrounding 
therapy. These events and 
activities are both helpful 
and necessary.

But once a student 
learns about depression and 
the UCC, the current pro-
cess of making an appoint-
ment and actually seeking 
help, while not that difficult, 
could be made even easier.

To make an appoint-
ment, a student can call via 
phone for an initial evalua-
tion. This requires a certain 
amount of time and privacy 
that may or may not be 
possible for some students. 
What if a student is not able 

to sit in a comfortable, quiet residence hall room to 
discuss deeply personal problems? Are they to sit 
in public and make that phone call? UCC should 
better encourage an initial face-to-face evaluation or 
even walk-in appointments. This step could make 
the process of finding long-term help even easier.

Regarding this long-term help, the options for 
treatment post-consultation differ. But for those 
students seeking treatment in individual sessions, a 
fee does come into play. While this is a sensible way 
for the UCC to fund its services, having to pay $50 
could deter some students. The UCC is willing to 
lower the fee on a case-by-case basis, but it still pres-
ents an issue. Taking that amount off of GWorld or 
out of a bank account could raise a red flag for par-
ents, a problem for a student who wants to handle 
his or her treatment privately. Then there are those 
students who just can’t afford it. Besides accepting 
every sliding-scale fee application they receive, the 
UCC should also consider lowering the general fee.

These are just two steps the UCC can take to 
ensure that every student who learns about its 
services can actually utilize them. While some 
students only experience average symptoms of 
sadness, an alarmingly high amount of students 
continue to battle severe problems, and GW 
needs to do everything it can to help.

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in journalism, is 
The Hatchet's contributing opinions editor.

Join the fight 
against HIV/AIDS

Relishing the irrelevance
The new SA constitution is a waste of time

The Student Association is trying to pass a new 
constitution. I hadn’t thought much about it 
before last week, when a harried, frazzled SA 

representative came up to me in J Street. The ex-
change went something like this:

Harried, Frazzled Rep - Can you sign this peti-
tion?

Me - What’s it for?
Harried, Frazzled - It’s for the new SA constitu-

tion.
Me - Why do they want a new SA constitution?
Harried, Frazzled - To better fight for students 

rights.
Me - Who are they fighting against?
Harried, Frazzled - (Awkward silence... walks 

away)
This exciting exchange taught me two impor-

tant lessons. First, an alarming percentage of my 
daily conversations end 
in an awkward silence. 
Second, I have no idea 
what the SA actually 
does. As a senior, how is 
it that I really don’t have 
any idea what it does? Is 
it my fault? I don’t think so. As someone who prides 
myself on knowing what’s happening on campus - 
I write for The Hatchet, I read my Infomail, I watch 
Melinda-robics on GWTV - I think I generally have 
a pretty good handle on what goes on.

Every year, our campus gets geared up for SA 
elections. We have endorsement hearings, debates, 
run-off elections, and online voting. Even still, we 
don’t know very much about the actual elections. 
All I know is that the guy I voted for SA president 
last year lost because he didn’t accurately report the 
cost of a friend’s car he borrowed for Election Day. 
Even sadder than how our SA presidency was de-
cided by the winner’s failure to report the price of 
his buddy’s car is that, ultimately, it doesn’t really 
matter. We can go through four years at GW with-
out ever knowing what the SA actually does, and 

probably won’t miss a thing. This raises the ques-
tion: Is the SA irrelevant?

To its credit, the SA is not taking its perceived 
irrelevance lying down. The current administration 
is operating ourgwsa.com, a site that serves as a “...
one stop for all the resources that the Student As-
sociation has to offer.” While the site is a bit con-
fusing, it’s a great step. The SA is acknowledging 
its perception, and making a concerted attempt at 
establishing its importance. Maybe it can continue 
this momentum of focusing on the real issues that 
students deal with.

This brings us to the current controversy over 
the new constitution. According to a recent Hatchet 
article: “Under the currently proposed constitu-
tion, the president and executive vice president 
would run for office together on the same ticket, 
the three non-voting freshman senate seats would 
be eliminated, and a new speaker of the senate po-
sition would preside over the senate instead of the 
EVP.” So, if you’re keeping score at home, that’s 
who cares, who cares and who cares. This is when 
the SA becomes responsible for its own irrelevance. 
I wonder how much time they spent working on 
this constitution that seems to affect students’ lives 
so little. I’ve heard a lot of complaints about the SA 
(and launched a few myself), and none of them 
have been centered around the way freshmen are 
represented, or who actually presides over the Sen-
ate.

The SA needs to be careful – if they keep spin-
ning their wheels on things that don’t matter, they 
run the risk of being cemented in their reputation 
as irrelevant. If they continue with the momentum 
of ourgwsa.com, they might be able to prove their 
worth. Maybe they can even become a valued re-
source on campus.

So, SA, it’s up to you. Start focusing on things 
that matter, or forever wallow in your reputation as 
useless. Your call. 

–The writer, a senior majoring in criminal justice, is 
a Hatchet columnist. 

Elizabeth Orlan
Lyndsey Wajert 

Contributing
Editor 

Josh Akman 

Columnist

Editor's note: Next issue, the author will publish a follow-up column looking at how other 
universities are dealing with the increase of depression on campus.

Ready for a rivalry
It is well known that George 

Washington was a major proponent 
of neutrality. In his 1796 Farewell Ad-
dress, he argued that America should 
refuse alliances and rivalries equally. 
But his namesake – this University 
– has decidedly ignored his advice, 
and is actively promoting a basketball 
rivalry with nearby school George 
Mason. While the campaign may be 
cheesy even by GW standards, the 
excitement surrounding the game is a 
positive sign.

For anybody who has been living 
under a rock the past couple of weeks, 
student organizations and the spirit 
office have gone all out in promot-
ing the Dec. 2 men’s basketball game 
against George Mason. The highlight 
of the campaign is the Web site www.
beatgeorgemason.com, which features 
the slogan “take back the orange line” 
and a professional-grade promotional 
video. While we didn’t know that we 
had ever lost the orange line in the 
first place, the energy behind the cam-
paign is impressive.

This is obviously not a deep-seat-
ed rivalry. We haven’t played Mason 
in more than ten years, and before the 
past few weeks there was little if any 
passion felt regarding our neighbor-
ing school in Virginia. But then again, 
GMU is a natural choice as a GW ri-
val. Our teams are comparable in a 
number of ways, and Mason is not as 
far away as a school like Xavier. Even 
if the rivalry is a somewhat fabricated 
now, it has the potential to become a 
serious draw for basketball games.

The downside to such a campaign 
is that it hinges on the attendance of 
a single game. To have such a game 
as the focal point of the season passes 
by the fact that we are currently 3-0 in 
a rebuilding year. The Colonials have 
shown some real heart in the games 
played so far, and this alone should 
be enough to drive students to games. 
After the Dec. 2 showdown, it will be 
important to keep visibility and atten-
dance high.

Even though we don’t think the 
Patriots have a chance against us, stu-
dents should still come out to see their 
inevitable defeat. We only ask that 
GW students in attendance are not too 
harsh on the Patriots, as they have a 
hard time taking themselves seriously 
as it is. If you don’t believe us, a quick 
Google search of “George Mason Uni-
versity Mascot” will explain every-
thing. We don’t know what a fuzzy 
green character reminiscent of Sesame 
Street ever had to do with Patriots or 
basketball, but maybe they can ex-
plain it after the Colonials’ victory.

A lack of spirit is a perennial com-
plaint of GW students. Even if this ri-
valry is a little manufactured, we will 
take the enthusiasm where we can get 
it. We hope that the energy displayed 
in this campaign will continue on 
throughout the season and beyond. 
George Washington may have advo-
cated neutrality, but in this case, we 
certainly shouldn’t.

a thank you from Hobbs
I want to thank the Colonial Army 

and the entire GW community for the 
outstanding support displayed in our 
regular season home opener this Satur-
day.  We always try to play hard and your 
incredible energy was a pivotal assist in 
our taking play to the next level.

Fans like you truly make games 
at the Smith Center special affairs.  We 
sincerely appreciate you being such an 
integral part of our efforts to renew the 
excitement in Foggy Bottom.

We look forward to your contin-
ued enthusiasm during our upcoming 
contests against Princeton on Tuesday, 
Oregon State on Saturday, and George 
Mason on Wednesday, December 2 in the 
“Battle of the Orange Line."  You bring 
the noise, we’ll bring the excitement (Go 
Colonials)!

See you at the Smith Center.
-Karl Hobbs is the head coach of the 

men's basketball team.
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The world’s oldest wire 
service, the Associated Press, 
laid off 90 employees last 
week. The Washington Post 
plans to lay off parts of its 
news staff before Dec. 31, 
and BusinessWeek is let-
ting go a third of its staff as 
Bloomberg prepares to buy 
the magazine. 

But despite a grim em-
ployment outlook for jour-
nalists to-be, enrollment in 
journalism schools across the 
country is at record highs, 
The Chronicle of Higher 
Education reported in Sep-
tember. 

Enrollment in under-
graduate programs grew 35 
percent in the last 10 years 
and was up slightly in 2008, 
according to the Chronicle’s 
report. Early decision appli-
cations have not been pro-
cessed for the School of Me-
dia and Public Affairs, but 
Director Frank Sesno said in 
early November they are ex-
pecting a strong showing.

“Students continue to be 
interested in a journalism ed-
ucation despite the changing 
world of journalism that ev-
eryone keeps speaking of,” 

Sesno said.
To keep pace with this 

"changing journalism world" 
– where reporters are in-
creasingly valued for their 
fluency in multimedia and 
Web reporting - SMPA has 
added new courses in the last 
five years to teach students 
how to edit, report, film, and 
package stories for print and 
online media.  

Professors Michael Sha-
nahan and Jason Osder, for 
example, developed an on-
line journalism course two 
years ago, combining video, 
Web design and photogra-
phy to create news stories. 

“Journalism is still very 
popular despite the job mar-
ket. We’ve got to teach on-
line journalism,” said Shana-
han, who is a member of The 
Hatchet’s Board of Directors. 
“Interviewing, writing, re-
porting and shooting, and 
editing video are all tradi-
tional skills that need to be 
mixed with the new ones.” 

He added, “Nobody 
knows where this is going, 
you can’t put blinders on. 
You have to be broader.” 

Alumni from SMPA say 
the school’s location and fac-
ulty are major factors in stu-
dents' and graduates' ability 
to find jobs in today’s threat-
ened world of journalism.

Paul Fucito, a 2008 grad-
uate and former communi-
cations director for SMPA,  
now works as the communi-
cations manager for the Pew 
Research Center. He attri-

butes his success to Sesno.
“He was my foot in the 

door with CNN and thanks 
to him, I have built an incred-
ible list of media contacts, 
from assignment editors 
and producers to Christiane 
Amanpour,” Fucito said. 

Fucito’s experience with 
finding a job taught him 
that a journalism degree can 
go far, despite talk that the 
profession is part of a dying 
field.

“Journalists are highly 
sought after for their writing 
skills, regardless of the pro-
fession,” said Fucito.

Another alumnus, Jay 
Mayfield, said the curricu-
lum and faculty of SMPA 
helped him develop his jour-
nalistic abilities.

“SMPA taught the ba-
sics. I learned how to write a 
good story, and you can real-
ly learn that in a lot of places. 
But you can’t take classes by 
Steve Roberts anywhere. Sit-
ting in his class helped me 
learn the ability to think on 

my feet,” said Mayfield, who 
graduated in 2000. 

Like most schools, SMPA 
employs many adjunct facul-
ty, most of whom still work 
in the journalism field. 

The faculty team works 
closely with students to fos-
ter “a combination of neces-
sary skills that are valuable 
no matter what changes are 
going on in the world,” said 
Director of Graduate Stud-
ies and associate professor 
Silvio Waisboard. “The com-
bination of analytical and 
hands-on technical classes 
are ideal.”

Kevin Baron, a 2004 jour-
nalism-track graduate, said 
the internship opportunities 
in SMPA give students an 
advantage once they enter 
the real world of media. 

“In one of my political 
science courses at SMPA, 70 
percent of my class was Hill 
staffers,” Baron said. “I my-
self had an internship at the 
Center of Public Integrity.” 

Baron works as a Wash-
ington reporter for  Stars 
and Stripes, an independent 
U.S. military daily publi-
cation. Based in the Penta-
gon’s press corps offices, 
Baron also covers the White 
House, national security, 
foreign policy, and military 
affairs. 

“I chose to go to SMPA for 
graduate school to find out if 
I wanted to be a journalist. I 
took Mark Feldstein’s His-
tory of Investigative Report-
ing class and loved it,” Baron 

said. “I loved the ‘gotcha’ 
factor to expose the wrongs 
and write the rights,”  Baron 
said. “At SMPA, I learned 

how to write in a way that 
would affect readers.” 
–Lauren French contributed to 

this report

Gilbert Kombe, a global 
health professor and interna-
tional leader in the fight against 
AIDS, died Nov. 6. He was 49.

His wife, Karin Theophile 
Kombe, said the cause of death 
was a cerebral stroke.

Kombe received his mas-
ter’s degree in public health 

from GW in the 1990s, spend-
ing his nights in the classroom 
and his days working on public 
health issues that affect D.C., 
Eastern Europe and Africa.

“We already miss his pres-
ence, his gentle and good heart, 
his deep and abiding respect for 
each person he encountered,” 
School of Public Health and 
Health Services Interim Dean 
Josef Reum said.

After graduating from GW, 
Kombe took an associate profes-
sor position in the SPHHS glob-
al health program, where col-
leagues say he quickly gained 
attention for his involvement 
with the AIDS crisis sweeping 
the District at the time.

“Dr. Kombe was widely 
admired and appreciated by 
colleagues and students for 
his unassuming manner, his 
warmth, his knowledge of 
global health issues, and his 
commitment to enhancing the 
health of the poor,” said Dr. 
Richard Skolnik, a lecturer in 
global health. “He enriched the 
lives of students and faculty 
with his broad perspective on 
health and his ability to bring 
to the classroom first-hand ex-
periences from working in a 
large number of countries on 
the most critical health chal-
lenges.”

A native of Zambia, Kombe 
spent much of his life working 

to improve health systems in 
Africa, specializing in HIV/
AIDS prevention.

Before moving to D.C., 
Kombe got his medical degree 
from Tongji Medical University 
in China, returning to Zambia 
to work at the Kitwe Central 
Hospital.

In his native country, he 
planned the governmental re-
sponse to the cholera epidemic 
- an acute, infectious disease 
- sparking his public health ca-
reer.

In 2001, Kombe joined Abt 
Associations Inc., a multi-mil-
lion dollar company working 
in more than 30 countries to 
develop health care systems for 

HIV/AIDS.
“Gilbert was important to 

us professionally and person-
ally and had a great impact 
throughout the world as a clini-
cian, a professor, a project lead-
er, a mentor, and a friend,” said 
Kathleen Flanagan, president 
and CEO of Abt Associates. 
“His colleagues describe him as 
larger than life, one who could 
juggle multiple professional 
commitments but always put-
ting his family first. Despite all 
of the demands on his time, he 
personally touched so many of 
us.”

His wife, his two children 
and relatives in Zambia survive 
him.

"Thinking back on his re-
lationship with [The] George 
Washington University, he had 
a marvelous experience there 
as a student,” Karin said. “Even 
after he went into the private 
sector, he insisted on being an 
adjunct faculty member for 
years because he loved that in-
tellectual community and loved 
the students.”

Kombe is the third profes-
sor to pass away this month. 
Geology professor and deputy 
director of the University Hon-
ors Program George Stephens 
died Nov. 2 and Gene Cohen, 
professor and director of GW’s 
Center on Aging, Health and 
Humanities, died Nov. 7. u

Gilbert Kombe was 
known for work on 
public health issues
by erika Bach  
Hatchet Reporter

"Journalism is still 
very popular despite 

the job market."

Michael shanahan
SMPA professor

Journalism enrollment stays strong, despite grim outlook

Michelle rattiNger | assistaNt photo editor
Keving Baron, who graduated from SMPA in 2004, works at the Penta-
gon as a Washington reporter for the newspaper Stars and Stripes.

SMPA graduates 
say classes aided 
job search
by saira thadaNi  
Hatchet Reporter 

Global health professor and AIDS activist dies at 49
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Three homeless or for-
merly homeless people told 
their stories Thursday at a 
panel co-sponsored by the 
Office of Community Service 
and the National Coalition for 
the Homeless.

The event was part of a 
larger OCS effort to increase 
awareness during the Nation-
al Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week. The speak-
ers sought to break stereo-
types about the homeless by 
educating the audience about 
the paths that led them to 
homelessness, their struggles 
on the street, and what can be 
done to help.

The first of the three 
speakers was Jesse Smith, a 
native Washingtonian. Smith 
received a degree in sociol-
ogy from the University of 
the District of Columbia and 
had long held a job at a large 
telecommunications firm as a 
systems engineer. He spoke 
about his descent from a mid-
dle class life into homeless-
ness. 

“I went through a di-
vorce,” he said, “I kind of 
flipped out, so to speak. I just 
couldn’t understand why we 
were going through all this.” 

Upon the separation from 
his wife, Smith said he began 
“going through states of de-
pression” and felt “stuck on 
hold” by mental illness. 

He lost his job, attempted 
suicide and moved around in 
search of a new start. Smith 
credits a police officer, who 
gave him food, money and a 
train ticket home to his family, 
with having “brought [him] 
back to a sense of reality.”

The second speaker, Mau-
rice King, said he has been 
homeless since April 2003. 
Born in North Carolina, King 
described his parents as “dis-
couraging,” and as having 
raised him in a “negative at-
mosphere.”  

In an effort to escape this, 
King earned a scholarship 
to college, got married and  
moved to Israel for 22 years. 
Upon discovering his son was 
diagnosed with Asperger’s 
disease, the family returned 
to North Carolina for the 
son’s treatment. 

After experiencing finan-
cial problems and a divorce, 
King said he found himself 
“left swamped with bills;" he 
had no job and a medical con-
dition. 

The third speaker, Jen-
nifer McLaughlin, originally 
from Baltimore, has lived in 
numerous shelters and on the 
streets, worked as a cook, and 

recently published a poem en-
titled “The Financial Crisis.”  

McLaughlin, a mother of 
two, earns a minimal income 
selling the newspaper “Street 
Sense,” a publication written 
by and about the homeless. 

“Street Sense is one of the 
best resources in the city,” she 
said in regard to its role in the 
life of a homeless individual.

Audience members asked 
about what could have pre-
vented each speaker’s descent 
into homelessness, how the 
homeless population can be-
come better aware of services 
available to them and what a 
typical day in the lives of each 
speaker looks like.  

The speakers said that 
having friends who looked 
out for them would have been 
the best prevention.  

Smith said he could have 
avoided being homeless “[if] 
anybody who knew me rec-
ognized that I was going 
through some sort of mental 
trauma.”  

All three speakers praised 

Street Sense for educating the 
homeless about what services 
they can access in the city.  

The three speakers said 
they lead very different lives 
these days. Smith said he 
works part time and spends 
the rest of his time volunteer-
ing.

“I can dedicate my time 
and efforts to things like 
this.  And I love it.  I’m tell-
ing you, there is nothing in 
the world like doing some-
thing for your fellow man,” 
Smith said.  

King said he has been 
working in his shelter’s com-
puter lab, helping fellow 
residents write resumes and 
fill out online applications. 
McLaughlin and her two chil-
dren have been staying in a 
family shelter and she spends 
her time working for Street 
Sense and seeking additional 
employment.

Sophomore Anita Elahi, 
an international affairs major, 
called the event “very real.”

“I think it’s the best event 
that I’ve been to probably my 
whole time at GW just because 
it was very real. You really got 
to hear their stories, and it re-
ally hits you directly.”

Meera Sriram, also a 
sophomore, said she enjoyed 
the panel’s presentation. 

“It’s great to hear the 
stories first-hand and great 
to hear about these kind of 
organizations that we can 
get involved with,” she said. 
“Hopefully, I’d like to do 
some more volunteer work in 
the future." u

In the face of national at-
tention on religious issues that 
surfaced after the Fort Hood 
shootings early this month, 
Muslim students on campus 
said discrimination is not an is-
sue at GW. 

Azra Hyder, president 
of the Muslim Student Asso-
ciation, said being Muslim in 
America is different, but she 
feels no discrimination because 
of her faith.

“We’re a very, very small 
minority,” the senior said. “At 
every second you know you’re 
different. You feel it. It’s some-
thing you have to get used to.” 

Despite these differences, 
Hyder said she has never per-
sonally experienced any dis-
crimination in her years at GW 
and has found the student body 
to be very open-minded about 
religion. 

Junior Jehan Morsi agreed, 
saying discrimination at GW is 
not a major issue. 

“I have a lot of friends from 
all around,” Morsi said. “We all 
take classes with different types 
of people. If anybody has felt 
differently or felt the need to 
discriminate against Muslims, I 

haven’t heard it.”  
The Nov. 5 shooting – in 

which Army Maj. Nidal M. 
Hasan allegedly killed 13 peo-
ple and wounded 30 more - 
unearthed a series of questions 
across the country about Hasan, 
his Muslim faith, and his com-
munications with an alleged 
al-Qaeda sympathizer in the 
Middle East.  

Hyder said she had ob-
served no change in how she’s 
been treated since the incident.  

“[It] was terrifying. It was 
just preposterous,” she said of 
the shooting. “You don’t hear 
something like that happen on 
a daily basis, not in this country, 
anyway.” 

Junior Hassaan Sohail, an 
international affairs major origi-
nally from Pakistan, said while 
he experienced no discrimina-
tion on campus since the shoot-
ing, the media’s attention to 
the shootings fosters negative 
perpections about the Muslim 
faith. 

“Clearly in the media this 
is an ongoing issue,” he said. 
“I haven’t been discriminated 
against since the incident, but 
there’s always been this loaded 
talk in the media about ex-
tremism and radicalism and 
‘some of them are extremists, 

and some of them are moder-
ates,’ and I believe that’s actu-
ally pretty dangerous. These 
are such loaded terms, and they 
are being tossed around all the 
time.”  

He added, “I think this is 
just one small incident, an un-
fortunate incident, and it has 
the potential to be blown out 
of proportion and to be used as 
another excuse to commit hate 
crimes against a certain popula-
tion.”

Commander Joseph Arleth, 
second in command in GW’S 
Naval Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps program, said he 
believes Americans know this 
was an individual’s action, not 
a testament of the Muslim faith. 

“I haven’t noticed any 
change or discrimination or 
even a sort of attitudal shift since 
Fort Hood, because I think most 
people realize it’s the act of an 
individual, not a comment on 
an entire faith,” he said.  

Arleth, who spent a pe-
riod of time in Bahrain, said 
his experiences in the Middle 
East taught him that “religious 
tolerance is part of what [Mus-
lims] believe, by and large,” 
and he thinks “folks in United 
States are starting to under-
stand that.” u

Homeless share stories
Three speakers 
detail life without 
a home
by KeNdra Poole  
Hatchet Reporter 

Discrimination not an  
issue, Muslim students say

aNNe werNiKoff | assistaNt Photo editor
Senior Azra Hyder enjoys a milkshake at Johnny Rockets at The Shops at 2000 Penn. As president of 
the Muslim Student Association, Hyder said discrimination is not an issue at GW.

fraNcis rivera | hatchet PhotograPher
D.C. native Jesse Smith, who became homeless following a divorce, speaks 
at a National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness week event Thursday.

by KeNdra Poole  
Hatchet Reporter

The pedestrian pas-
sageway that runs under 
Guthridge Hall will close 
Nov. 23 and remain out of 
service until spring 2010, 
according to an e-mail 
Thursday from Residen-
tial Property Manage-
ment.

The passageway con-
nects F Street to an alley-
way adjacent to G Street, 
and will be closed to build 
a new green plaza behind 
Guthridge and alongside 

South Hall.
An RPM representa-

tive said Thursday af-
ternoon that the rear en-
trance to South Hall will 
likely be closed as well, 
though the department is 
working with contractors 
and hopes to avoid clos-
ing that entrance.

Access to and from the 
Guthridge basement will 
remain open, according to 
the e-mail.

–gabrielle Bluestone

guthridge passageway will 
close for new green plaza

"Street sense is one of 
the best resources in 

the city."

Jennifer McLaughLin
Speaker
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This week in 
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45 years aGo...
WRGW announces plans to 
begin broadcasting to campus - 
including all residence halls.

44 years aGo...
Alcohol is officially 
banned from fraternity 
rush events.

77 years aGo...
GW hosts its first ever 
Homecoming Ball at 
the Mayflower Hotel.
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Two paramedics receive a dispatch 
to report to a motorcycle accident. 
While pushing a cot, with stethoscopes 
around their necks and walkie-talkies 
in their hands, they arrive at the scene 
to discover the motorcyclist lying in 
the street with an abrasion of the fore-
head, a deformity of the bicep and 
blood seeping from the thigh. They 
race against the clock to get the patient 
onto a backboard, lug him onto the 
cot, and rush him into an ambulance 
within 10 minutes, all while correctly 
bandaging his body, checking his vi-
tals and moving him in a way that will 
not further his injuries.

This trauma isn’t real, but it’s also 
not a scene from next week’s episode 
of “Grey’s Anatomy,” either. Instead, 
it’s a mock scenario played out in the 
Emergency Health Services area of 
the GW Hospital as part of a class; the 
“injuries” are actually marked out by 
tape, and the “paramedics” are two 
students, along with 38 others, in the 
Basic Emergency Medical Technician 
class.

The labs are done in preparation 
for the upcoming final exam, where a 
critical fail is an easy mistake to make.

“Every time I walk into this class 
my heart has palpitations,” sopho-
more Jen Goldston said.

And it’s not just a personal pres-
sure to succeed; students are paired 
with partners. If one fails, so does the 
other.

“Trust is the main component in 
this class,” sophomore Ben Chester 
said.

The students must attend a 4-hour 
class every week, in addition to the 
4-hour lab, in which some students 
play paramedic, others play patient, 
and everyone learns to assess major 
and minor medical injuries. They also 
develop specific skills like splinting 
and bleeding control.

Wanda Herbel, the coordinator 

for the program, said she, along with 
three to six instructors depending on 
the amount of students in a lab, bring 
their experiences as EMTs from the 
streets to the class. They give students 
examples of calls they've received 
in the past, allowing students to see 
if this is a field into which they truly 
want to go.

“It really confirms that I want to 
do patient-care work,” said Johanna 
De Graffenreid, who is working to-
ward getting her certification for nurs-
ing.

Herbel said she believes the stu-
dents can “apply what they learned” 
in class during these labs. Acting as 
paramedics, the students must attend 
to “patients” in situations as intense 
as scuba-diving accidents. They must 
vocalize to their instructors every step 
they are making and answer the ques-
tions thrown at them.

“Riddle me this, Batman,” asked 
one instructor, Chris Neidhart, “If I 
have a patient who’s breathing, can I 
move him right away?”

Although the students think 

quickly for the answers, the tension 
is frequently cut with an outburst of 
laughter at a clear mistake or an Os-
car-worthy line of a student playing 
patient: “Ow... my leg.”

“They’ve learned how to be actors 
in this class, too,” Herbel said.

The skills the students have 
learned and are still honing are no joke 
at all; the attention to details and the 
push for perfection is noticeable.

“It’s a high level of expectation,” 
Herbel said, “And the students, God 
love them... they’ll get there.” u

Huddled under the protective 
covering of a rainproof tent in Ko-
gan Plaza, GW students escaped 
the monsoon-like rains last Thurs-
day night to pledge their time and 
money to budding entrepreneurs in 
the third world.

Those who participated in the 
event were engaging in one of the 
latest trends sweeping internation-
al development: microfinance.

They were attending Kiva Days, 
a two-day event coordinated by the 
student organization GW Social En-
terprise Forum, along with several 
partner organizations. From early 
in the morning until the late eve-
ning, volunteers armed with snacks 
and computers camped out under 
the tent, encouraging students to 
assist new entrepreneurs half a 
world away. 

Kiva is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that, according to its Web site, 
is the world's first person-to-person 
micro-lending Web site.

The theory behind microfinance 
is simple: invest as little as $25, help 
to jumpstart a small-scale business 
in a developing country and watch 
for the returns on the initial invest-
ment down the road.

During Kiva Days, GWSEF 
members said they sought to en-
courage students to become lenders 

themselves while educating them 
about the process. For junior Cristi-
na Roman, co-president of GWSEF, 
these were twinned objectives.

“We can’t measure the suc-
cess of the event strictly in money 
amounts,” Roman said. “While I 
would absolutely love to have a 
line around the corner of students 
waiting to lend, we really hoped to 
raise awareness about microfinance 
with the event as well.”

Eighty-one students ended up 
pledging loans during Kiva Days, 
totaling $2,475.

Sophomore Lily Olson, one 
of the volunteers for GWSEF, 
explained how loaning money 
through Kiva Days is different from 
lending elsewhere. Kiva Days, 
she said, allocates the entirety of a 
pledged loan to its intended recipi-
ent, not just a fixed portion.

“Whereas a lot of nonprofits will 

donate, say, 80 cents of every dollar 
to the people they serve and spend 
the rest on administrative costs, Kiva 
donates the entire sum of the loan,” 
said Olson, who also runs Students 
for Effective Foreign Assistance, one 
of GWSEF’s organizational partners 
for the Kiva Days event.

For students who did not at-
tend Kiva Days, there are still other 
opportunities to support GWSEF’s 
goals. Those looking to donate 
can make a Kiva loan on their 
own by following the steps listed 
on GWSEF’s Web site, accessible 
at http://gwsef.wordpress.com/
kiva-days. With just a few clicks, 
the process is simple and straight-
forward, even for those who have 
never participated in microfinance 
programs.

Despite the awareness GWSEF 
has raised, Kiva remains an orga-
nization with a limited audience. 
Though Roman said she is certain-
ly happy with the progress made 
last week, she urged that there is 
more to be done to meet her goal 
of making Kiva a familiar campus 
name. 

"We foresee an exponential 
growth in student involvement," 
Roman said. "We want to continue 
to tap into all the resources at GW 
and in the D.C. community. This 
semester's been really successful so 
we just plan on continuing on the 
same trajectory." u

At the end of the week, 
the sounds of saxophones, 
trombones, basses, drums, 
and piano fill the halls of 
the music department. But 
they are not emanating from 
a class or a performance re-
hearsal. Instead, they are 
coming from jazz jams.

Every Friday from noon 
to 2 p.m. in Phillips B-120, 
the GW music department 
sponsors a weekly gathering 
of students and faculty who 
come together to crank out 
their latest tunes. The perfor-
mances have garnered a reg-
ular following, with usually 
20 to 30 music enthusiasts 
sitting in each week. 

Professor Jim Levy, who 
styles himself as the “archi-
tect” behind the sessions, 

said he started them in 
1986 as a teaching tool. Of-
fering students back then a 
“chance to get their musical 
feet wet,” today jazz jams 
serve much of the same pur-
pose by giving budding mu-
sicians a chance to showcase 
their talents in a friendly 
arena. 

The groups mostly play 
mainstream jazz with acous-
tic bass and piano. Levy, 
who plays the piano in the 
faculty septet that performs 
at the beginning of each 
performance, cited Duke El-
lington’s music as a critical 
inspiration behind the jam 
sessions.  

“[Ellington is the] corner-
stone of what we play and 
our most popular composer,” 
Levy said.

But beyond Ellington, 
the entire gamut of the jazz 
school colors the sessions, 
something Levy said has 
implications beyond the 
rhythms and melodies it of-
fers to bystander listeners. 

“Jazz is a great music for 

so many reasons. It exempli-
fies the ideals of our coun-
try,” said Levy, referring to 
how the genre, with its Euro-
pean and African roots, fos-
tered the first relationships 
between black and white 
musicians in the 1940s. 

The jam sessions Levy 
offers are by no means con-
fined to a basement in an 
academic building, either. 
Though many may not be 
aware of it, D.C. has a very 
active jazz scene. U Street is 
a popular area for so-called 
authentic jazz, and there are 
numerous clubs in Old Town 
Alexandria and Georgetown 
that cater to similar tastes as 
well.  

But jazz jams retain a fun-
damental purpose in allow-
ing students new to the scene 
to get started. Levy said GW 
alumna Angela Aki is now a 
singer-songwriter with a re-
cord contract with Sony Mu-
sic Japan, and recently sang 
the theme song for the popu-
lar videogame Final Fantasy 
XII. Jukebox the Ghost, an 

up-and-coming three-piece 
rock band made up of three 
GW alumni who met in 2003, 
is now on tour with Ben Folds 
and used to play at jazz jams 
as well, Levy said.  

Even those with a lim-
ited or nonexistent music 
background can appreciate 
these sessions. While stu-
dents are constantly bom-
barded with concerts from 

the “hot” band of the day 
and the likes of Flavor Flav 
and Public Enemy riding 
through campus, jazz jams 
offer a refreshing return to 
the classics. u

I had an interesting conver-
sation the other day with my 
best friend from home and my 
reliable hookup, 007. He called 
me up to say hi, and to tell me 
that he was “seeing someone,” 
meaning, sleeping with some-
one else.

Although 007 will always 
hold a special place in my heart, 
my heart didn’t drop to my feet 
last week when he told me about 
his girl. I don’t really know what 
has changed between September 
and now, but our conversation 
definitely got me thinking.  

Amidst flashbacks of all 
of the ways he could make me 
shiver, I realized that 007 and 
I tend to fall back into our pat-
tern of hooking up when we’re 
trying to get over particularly 
bad breakups. After a messy 
breakup, it was always easy to 
go from innocently hanging out 
with 007 in his basement, to go-
ing down on him. We would fall 
into the same pattern.

One of my friends says the 
best way to get over a guy is to 
get under a new one, and 007 
and I have definitely tested that 
theory. This summer, 007 and I 
both enjoyed the expertise that 
another year in college brought 
to the bedroom and lost no time 
catching up with each other. At 
the end of the day, however, the 
feeling of 007’s hands all over me 
didn’t entirely replace the tactile 
memories I had formed of hook-
ups with my ex. Although it was 
nice being able to say that my ex 
wasn’t my last hookup, my time 
with 007 didn’t instantly help 
me get over him, regardless of 
how much each kiss dulled the 
pain. I still had to get over my ex 
using the tried-and-true method 
of time and patience, not to 
mention hiding his updates on 
my Facebook news feed.  

Most people have something 
in their past that hurts them, 
that makes them put up walls. 
I know I do, but that’s a story 
for another time. For me, every 
new relationship is a learning 
curve and the end of my healing 
process. Sometimes, it’s discov-
ering something as simple as, 
“Oh, my ex really loved it when 
I nibbled on his earlobes, but this 
guy hates it.” Other times, it’s 
having to remind myself not to 
let my past get in the way; not 
every relationship will end in 
heartbreak, not every guy will 
try the same bullshit. Either way, 
I have to remind myself that giv-
ing someone new a chance will 
be worth it.  

At the end of the day, we’re 
all damaged goods; regardless of 
whether we immediately jump 
into bed with our best friends, 
eat a pint of ice cream, or join a 
boxing gym, we all have to get 
over our past eventually. How-
ever, if we don’t allow someone 
new in, we might miss out on 
something really great. u

educating eMTs
Class teaches students medical skills using mock emergencies

by colleen shalby  
Hatchet Reporter

Jordan emonT | haTcheT phoToGrapher
Professors Peter Fraize, center, Alejandro Lucini, right, and John Albertson, left, play during the weekly 
Friday jazz sessions in Phillips B-120.

by ann baTes  
Hatchet Reporter

Friday jazz jams

Layla

 Sex Columnist

Healing the 
breakup

marie mcGrory | haTcheT phoToGrapher
Freshman Kris Ledins, left, and sophomore Ben Chester practice paramedic skills in a mock emergency situation. Their class is 
held in the GW Hospital as part of the Emergency Health Services department.

Financing loans across the globe
by chrisTian ewinG
Hatchet Reporter

chip hennessy | haTcheT phoToGrapher
Junior Cristina Roman, co-president of Social Enterprise Forum, reviews the list of 
possible recipients for micro-loans with a potential donor in Kogan Plaza.
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The United States needs 
a clean energy revolution, 
Congressman Jay Inslee 
told audience members at 
an event Thursday evening 
in Funger Hall.

Rep. Inslee, D-Wash., 
serves on the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee 
and is known for his efforts 
in Congress regarding green 
technology. Also the leader 
of the recently proposed 
New Apollo Energy Act, In-
slee said he firmly believes 
innovative technological 
thinking will free Ameri-
cans from the perils of the 
current misuse of natural 
resources.

“Perplexed by a real 
problem we are having,” 
Inslee said, he wrote a book 
a year and a half ago titled 
“Apollo’s Fire,” which dis-
cusses environmentally-
friendly lifestyles. 

“We’ve become addicted 
to Middle Eastern oil,” he 
said. “As I stared at this prob-
lem, I saw America’s lack of 
optimism to solve it.” 

Inslee said he wrote his 
book to discuss “the abil-
ity of Americans to solve 
this problem” as he thrives 
on the ambition to deviate 
“from a fossil fuel-based 
transportation system to an 

electrical one.”
He said the current eco-

nomic downturn can be 
partly fixed by developing 
clean energy.

“The economy was 
slowing down, yet no one 
could see the horizon of job 
growth through green tech-
nology,” he said. 

At the event, hosted by 
the Office of Sustainability, 
Inslee said he sees opportu-
nities between the vast num-
ber of innovators needed to 
pursue clean energy, and 
the great number of jobless 
Americans. He also said he 
is convinced that not only 
can the declining economy 
be improved through these 
job openings, but that a 
cleaner and more energy-
efficient nation would de-
velop as a result. 

Inslee said a clean en-
ergy revolution is both an 
economic opportunity and 
social necessity. 

“We have international 
competition for green tech-
nology,” he said, adding 
that “China is choking with 
coal – they’re very competi-
tive with us,” when it comes 
to developing clean energy.

Promoting the growth of 
a clean energy revolution is 
no easy feat, Inslee said. To 
carry out its development, 
“we need entrepreneurs to 
inspire true change in the 
industry,” he said.

The Senate’s tedious pro-
cedures, however, are hold-
ing back the change that his 
bill proposes, he said. 

“It’s up to Congress to 
help the entrepreneurial 
thrive." u

congressman 
plugs clean energy

rachel krausmaN | hatchet photographer
At an event Thursday, Rep. Jay Inslee, D-Wash., discusses his new book and 
ways the United States can lessen its environmental impact.

Inslee hopes to cut 
dependence on 
foreign oil 
by Nicolas Diaz
Hatchet Reporter 

ways try and game the sys-
tem.

“Of course, people are go-
ing to exaggerate the number 
of hours they do no matter 
what,” Mohylsky said. “I think 
that’s just immoral. But people 
are going to do it no matter 
what. You can’t really punish 
them for lying. That just sucks 
that people would do that.”

Cain said to make sure 
that the University satisfies 
Obama’s challenge, the Uni-
versity will work with vari-
ous student, faculty and staff 
groups to promote community 
service.

To help this goal, Robert 

Chernak, senior vice president 
for SASS, recently announced 
a $20,000 fund to disperse 
among students with creative 
plans for community service 
work that require financial 
support. The Student Associa-
tion is responsible for doling 
out this money, and Chernak 
said funding will begin to be 
issued beginning in the spring 
semester.

“Judging by the success 
of this first week using Volun-
teerMatch, we are confident 
the GW community is up to 
the challenge put forth by the 
first lady,” Cain said. “We are 
making progress towards our 
goal of 100,000 hours, but we 
still have a ways to go and 
need everyone to report their 
service hours through Volun-
teerMatch.” u

Kinzie, associate director for 
the NSSE, attributed GW’s 
deviation from the survey’s 
findings to its location and 
the caliber of student that GW 
attracts.

“Students who transfer to 
GW or places like it in highly 
desirable urban locations do it 
with a pretty intentional pur-
pose,” Kinzie said. “They want 
to be there, therefore they make 
extra efforts to get involved in 
the things they know will make 
a difference.”

Smither is one of many 
transfer students who say they 
came to GW because of the ac-
tive student body, as well as the 
myriad of internship opportu-
nities available. 

“The opportunities, there 
are so many of them,” said 
Smither, a sophomore who 
transferred to GW from the 
University of Louisville. “I 
have a voice and can be heard 
if I put the resources in the 
right places.” 

Junior Preeti Parulekar, 
who transferred to GW last 
year from the University of 
Texas, immediately became 
involved in Green GW, serving 
as the organization’s director of 
politics, president and director 

of events in each semester re-
spectively of the past year and 
a half. She was also a member 
of Colonial Cabinet 2009.      

Job opportunities ignited 
her desire to transfer, she said.

“I thought I’d be better off 
being closer to larger cities,” 
Parulekar said. “Places where 
I could get out and learn and 
expand my knowledge a little 
more.” 

Corey Barenbrugge, a first-
year graduate student and 
Presidential Administrative 
Fellow, transferred to GW as 
a sophomore undergraduate 
from Depaul University. 

“I decided when I came to 
GW that I wasn’t going to be a 
transfer student,” Barenbrugge 
said, “I was going to be a GW stu-
dent. So I jumped in right away.” 

Barenbrugge became presi-
dent of Mitchell Hall RAC, was 
a House Scholar, participated in 
the Student Association, and has 
held several on-campus jobs. 

“The reason you transfer to 
a place like GW is because you 
want to be involved,” he said. 

According to the NSSE, 
transfers are also less likely to 
participate in “high impact” 
activities like studying abroad 
or interning. But Smither, 
Parulekar, Barenbrugge, and 
Danielle Tucker, a junior who 
transferred last year from Uni-
versity of Southern California, 
have all held or currently hold 

jobs either on or off campus. 
Parulekar also has an intern-
ship, and Smither said he plans 
to have an internship as well as 
study abroad. 

Despite their eagerness to 
become involved with cam-
pus life, all four students men-
tioned that their transition to 
GW was hard. 

“It’s difficult to become in-
volved in a new place,” Baren-
brugge said. “You’re leaving 
everything you know and 
you’re pursuing something en-
tirely new.” 

Parulekar also said she had 
a difficult time adjusting.

“Honestly it was kinda 
rough,” she said. “It was re-
ally hard to feel involved and 
a part of life here. It took a few 
months to figure it out.” 

All four students attended 
the Colonial Inauguration ses-
sion designed for transfer and 
international students.

“Transfer CI was a good 
abbreviation of orientation for 
people who had already been 
through it once before,” Baren-
brugge said.

Besides the special CI, the 
University doesn’t offer specific 
programming for transfer stu-
dents. Instead, programming 
is aimed at students by year in 
school, Konwerski said.

“Since some of our pro-
grams are targeted toward 
students by year, a sophomore 

or junior transfer student be-
comes a recipient of that pro-
gramming,” Konwerski said. 
“But the focus is less about their 
status as a transfer and more 
about their status as a member 
of that particular class.”

Many transfer students 
interviewed by The Hatchet 
indicated a moderate or high 
level of involvement. But Par-
ulekar said the University’s 
approach to welcoming and 
engaging transfers could still 
be improved. 

“[Transfer CI] didn’t pro-
vide a good enough outlet for 
students to make friends,” Par-
ulekar said, “And that’s what I 
struggled with the most in the 
beginning.” 

Parulekar said she met sev-
eral transfer students last year 
who didn’t feel supported by 
the University.

“Me being successful at 
getting involved here doesn’t 
mean it’s easy,” Parulekar 
said. “I saw a lot of people fall 
through the cracks.”

Barenbrugge said it’s up to 
the attitude of the individual 
student to make the most of 
their experience. 

“To transfer and be success-
ful you have to be ready to hit 
the ground running,” Baren-
brugge said. “It’s up to you to 
take the bull by the horns and 
immerse yourself in your new 
experience.” u

also altered the proportion 
of merit and need-based aid 
awarded to students. Both 
Chernak and Katz said the Uni-
versity has shifted from award-
ing more merit-based aid to a 
more need-based system.

Chernak explained that if a 
student receives a merit-based 
scholarship, but also receives an 
additional need-based award 
on top of it, then the student’s 
package is considered entirely 
need-based.  

“The strategy is much more 
weighted toward need-based 
and meeting a higher percent-
age of the need,” Katz said.

Anthony Yezer, a professor 
of economics, said the Universi-
ty could easily continue to fund 
student aid – including increas-
ing the number of merit-based 
awards – by simply slowing 
down construction. 

He said that the University 
is dependent on tuition revenue 
to fund the millions of dollars 
in construction costs the school 
racks up across Foggy Bottom.

“If they want a secure operat-
ing budget, they can slow down 
construction,” Yezer said. “But it 
looks like they have no intention 
of slowing down construction, 
so we have a trade-off.”

Yezer said he and his col-

leagues would like to see more 
merit-based aid awarded to stu-
dents, rather than an increase 
in construction projects across 
campus.

“I would like to have a lot 
more basically merit aid, because 
I think the faculty essentially be-
lieves that if you can get enough 
really strong scholars in the un-
dergraduate student body, then 
they will lift everybody,” Yezer 
said. “The quality of the class-
room goes up if you have more 
students who are stronger.”

Donald Parsons, a professor 
of economics and a member of 
the Faculty Senate special com-
mittee on financial and opera-
tional planning for the Science 
and Engineering Complex, said 
he is a big proponent of funding 
financial aid for students. 

He said he hopes the Uni-
versity is able to raise the funds 
to continue to fund this level of 
aid for years to come, but said 
he is unsure if the administra-
tion can pull it off.

“I would say that to this 
point there is no evidence that 
the administration is particu-
larly good at raising funds,” 
Parsons said. “So there is no 
concrete evidence that any of 
this is likely to happen. It’s a 
worthy goal. Relative to rais-
ing money for buildings, I find 
it delightfully attractive, to be 
honest, that there is more of an 
education focus than a building 
focus.” u

“We want GW students to 
be proud of their sports teams 
and come out to cheer them 
on, whether it is in the Smith 
Center, on the Mount Vernon 
campus or at the local base-
ball park,” junior Wesley Cal-
lahan, vice chair of Program 
Board, said in an e-mail.   

Nicole M. Early, executive 
director of Sports Marketing in 
Creative Management, said in 
an e-mail the promotion of the 
George Mason game has been 
largely initiated by students. 

“There has been a huge 
human effort by students and 
staff to market the game with 
minimal expenditures. As 
intended, the campaign has 
gone viral and groups such as 
the Colonial Army and Stu-
dent Association are making 
a major push to get students 
to the game. One GW student 
even launched a Facebook 
group with over 800 fans al-
ready posting their commit-
ment to attend this rivalry 
game,” she said. 

A partnership between 
Program Board, Class Council, 
the Residence Hall Associa-
tion, the Student Association, 
the Student Athletic Advisory 
Council, the Spirit Office, and 
Greek-letter life is spearheading 
the campaign to promote the 
game and increase spirit, an is-
sue that has long been a point of 
contention for many students.   

Last year, the Student Ath-
letic Advisory Council started 

“Buff Out” days, where stu-
dents were encouraged to 
come to games dressed in buff 
T-shirts for the chance to win 
prizes. The George Mason 
game will also be a Buff Out 
day and the partnership of 
student organizations wants 
to get as many fans as pos-
sible dressed in buff to make 
sure GW has “a super major-
ity when Mason walks onto 
the court,” Callahan said.  

Early said the campaign 
intends to sell out the end 
zone seats to GW supporters 
and completely fill the student 
section of the Smith Center on 
the day of the game. 

The campaign is billing 
the game as a rivalry to stimu-
late student interest. The ri-
valry between the two men's 
teams dates back to the days 
when the schools' namesakes 
were alive and molding the 
U.S. Constitution.  

“It is our goal to remind 
George Mason University that 
we have the Nation’s Capital 
named after us, not them,” 
Callahan said.  

George Mason Athletics 
has bought a block of tickets 
to the game for their students 
to be able to sit together, As-
sistant Athletic Director for 
Media Maureen Nasser said. 
Director of Athletics at George 
Mason Tom O’Connor said 
in an e-mail he is looking for-
ward to the game.  

“George Washington is a 
good out of conference game 
on our schedule and I’m glad 
to see local teams playing each 
other,” he said.  u
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Skydive! One Day First 
Jumps! 
22 jumper airplane 
goes to 13,500' Gift 
Certificates! 
www.skydiveorange.com 
(540) 943-6587

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 V.I.P.ʼs vehicle
5 Cry oneʼs eyes

out
9 Sudden impulse
13 Tracking dogʼs

clue
14 Double-reed

instrument
15 Glistened
16 *Backwoods

locale
18 Parts of parkas
19 Averages
20 Colorful shawls

south of the
border

22 ___ Rica
24 Nintendo

competitor
25 Spike who

directed
“Crooklyn”

26 Fireplace
residue

27 *Particle with no
electric charge

30 Commercials

31 Obstruction, as
in a pipe

33 1950s prez
35 Boozers
36 Outbuildings
38 Sleeping, most

likely
42 Golf peg
44 Place to buy a

dog or dog food
46 Badminton court

divider
49 *Stew made with

paprika
51 L.A. campus
52 Ending on a

campus e-mail
address

53 Anglo-Saxon
writing symbol

54 Monteverdi
opera hero who
descends into
Hades

56 Marches in
protest outside a
workplace

58 Tiny flourish on
a letter

60 Liabilityʼs
opposite

61 Gush (over) …
or sounds
shared by the
answer to each
starred clue

65 “Crazy” birds
66 Hawaiian

garlands
67 To the ___ of the

earth
68 B&Bʼs
69 “Fiddlesticks!”
70 Immediately, to a

surgeon

Down
1 High tennis hit
2 Altar vow
3 *Apollo 11, 12 or

13, e.g.
4 “Ready ___,

here …”
5 Ka-blam!
6 “Sesame Street”

lessons
7 Stir-fry cooker
8 ___ of two evils
9 Cowboyʼs “Stop!”
10 *Commotion
11 Truly
12 Bungles, with

“up”
15 Got smaller
17 Guzzled
21 Selfish sorts
22 Taxis
23 Nobel Peace

Prize city
24 Church bell

holder
28 Tactfully remove

from a job
29 “Yuck!”
32 Winter hours in

Minn.

34 Sup
37 U.S. anti-

trafficking grp.
39 *Teased hairdo
40 Gaelic
41 Art ___ (1920s-

ʼ30s style)
43 Long-feathered

wading birds
45 Lacking its wool

coat, as a sheep

46 Katmandu native
47 The “Ed” of Con

Ed
48 *Home of the

University of
Arizona

50 Still on the
market

55 Roller coaster
and bumper cars

57 Male
companions for
Barbies

58 Branch of Islam
predominant in
Iran

59 Sunrise direction
62 Above, poetically
63 Tooth decay-

fighting org.
64 F.D.R.ʼs

successor

Puzzle by Lynn Lempel
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Across
1 Itʼs often said

with the eyes
closed

5 Stunned
10 Floppy headgear
14 Writer of the

history “Ab Urbe
Condita”

15 “Beloved”
heroine

16 Chick chaser?
17 London broil,

often
19 Cleave
20 Part of

Christmas
21 Longtime name

in photography
23 “Where people

go to dance the
night away,” in
song

25 Bucolic call
26 Limnological

study
27 Coastal island

colonists

28 Up to
30 Lusatian ___

(German/Polish
border river)

32 1930s bomber
33 Brush
34 Some displays,

briefly
38 What you

probably have a
head for

40 Summer
Olympics event

41 Like some
checkups

44 1980s Argentine
president ___
Alfonsín

46 It has four bases
47 Châteaubriand

accompaniment,
often

50 Kids in funny
shorts

51 Recipients of
dollars for
quarters?

53 Readerʼs digest
founder of 1984

54 Cut off
56 Vote in der

Bundesrat
57 Modern way to

request
participation

58 Male protagonist
in William Ingeʼs
“Good Luck,
Miss Wyckoff”

59 “Nuts!”
60 Start over, in a

way
61 Multitude

Down
1 Film composer

Clausen and
others

2 Unlike doves
3 Gauge
4 1997 Bell

Atlantic
acquisition

5 Court figure:
Abbr.

6 More than
merely meet

7 Partook of
8 Popular aquatic

performer
9 Toy developed in

China
10 Set for a reading
11 Emperorʼs

relative
12 Guide
13 Typical taxis
18 Sound

ominously
22 Spinoff of CBSʼs

“JAG”
24 “Golly!”

25 Sonny
29 Young Turk, e.g.
31 Old covenant

keeper
33 Draining aid
35 Its skeleton may

be used to make
jewelry

36 Largest of the
Canary Islands

37 Platform place:
Abbr.

39 Easternmost
town on Maui,
on one end of
52 miles of
twisty highway

40 Fractional bit?
41 Be everywhere,

so to speak
42 Fix

43 Setting for C. S.
Lewisʼs “The
Last Battle”

45 Early online
discussion
setting

48 “You win”
49 Detox population
52 Fuss
55 Familial title

Puzzle by Karen M. Tracey
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Last Word
“We had trouble doing everything 

against GW today. I think we even 

had trouble getting off the bus."
- UMBC head coach Randy Monroe 

after his team lost 94-51 to 
the Colonials Saturday

Number cruNch
The number of three-
pointers freshman 
Lasan Kromah hit in 
a two-minute span 
in the men's basket-
ball team's 94-51 win 

over UMBC Saturday. Kromah hit 
six threes in the game and scored 
21 points.

4
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In a game where the GW 
men’s basketball team put up 
nearly 100 points, it would be 
easy to say the offense played 
well. But in Saturday’s 94-51 win 
over UMBC, it would be a mis-
take to overlook the Colonials’ 
(3-0) defense, which held the Re-
trievers to 30.6 percent shooting, 
forced eight steals and blocked 
eight shots.

GW’s aggressive defending 
was apparent immediately, forc-
ing turnovers on each of UMBC’s 
first four possessions.

“Right from the very begin-
ning they took it right to us,” 
UMBC head coach Randy Mon-
roe said. “They took us out of 
things that we wanted to do.”

Perhaps the most attention-

grabbing defensive play came 
from senior Damian Hollis in the 
third minute of the second half. 
As UMBC guard Shawn Grant 
drove through the lane, Hol-
lis stepped in and emphatically 
swatted the ball out of bounds. 
Hollis had another huge block 
later in the half and finished 
with a team-leading three in the 
game.

“It felt good, knowing that I 
had my whole team behind me 
and the crowd,” Hollis said of 
getting the blocks. “I only got 
them because of my teammates, 
because they put me in position 
to get those.”

The Colonials utilized their 
roster depth in the win, allowing 
them to maintain a high level of 
intensity throughout the game.

“We have the ability to play 
a great number of guys,” head 

coach Karl Hobbs said. “We tell 
our guys that we want them to 
give us three minutes of every-
thing they have on the defensive 
end, and then we have fresh bod-
ies coming in."

"Our objective is to come out 
strong and wear the other teams 
down, so that in the second half, 
they’re not shooting as comfort-
ably,” he added.

Monroe said GW’s defensive 
pressure forced the Retrievers to 
rush shots and play at a faster 
tempo than they would have 
liked, throwing off their game 
plan.

“We had trouble doing ev-
erything against GW today,” 
Monroe said. “I think we even 
had trouble getting off the bus.”

GW also had 57 rebounds to 
the UMBC’s 27, a statistic Mon-
roe cited as key to the game’s 

outcome.
“That impressed me a heck 

of a whole lot,” the second-year 
coach said. “You can still win 
games by pounding the glass 
and the teams that do that on a 
consistent basis are usually the 
teams that come out on top.”

For Hobbs, the aggressive 
defense is a return to the style 
that marked his most successful 
GW teams.

“I’m just happy that we’re 
back to playing that way - with 
energy and pressing and trap-
ping and playing full-speed - and 
that lends itself to getting steals 
and deflections,” Hobbs said be-
fore comparing this year’s play 
to the slower pace of the past 
two seasons. “Now we have the 
depth, we have the athletes and, 
most importantly, we have the 
character to play that way.” u

After a 21-win regular sea-
son that helped them earn the 
fifth seed in the Atlantic 10 
postseason, the GW women’s 
volleyball team fell 3-2 to Tem-
ple in the first round of the 
tournament Friday in Dayton, 
Ohio.

The Colonials (21-12, 8-8 
A-10) traded sets with the 
Owls, winning the first and 
third but dropping the second 
and fourth to force a fifth and 
deciding frame. GW was close 
to nearly having Temple’s 
back to the wall by taking the 
second set, which would have 
created a 2-0 lead, as the two 
teams practically matched one 
another point for point in the 
set. But with the score tied at 
23, the Owls registered consec-
utive kills to even the match.

GW regained its advan-
tage by winning the third set 
25-18, but fell behind early in 
the fourth and fifth sets to ulti-
mately drop the match. It was 
the second time in three meet-
ings that the Colonials lost to 
the Owls this fall, with each 
team having won 3-0 decisions 
at home during the regular 
season.

Junior Leah Hill led the 
GW attack with 20.5 points 
on 19 kills, adding 14 digs as 
well. Freshman Lauren Whyte 
and senior Katie Butz fol-
lowed her in scoring with 16 
and 13.5 points, respectively, 
with Whyte and classmate 
Candace Silva-Martin tying 
for the team-high with 16 digs. 
Sophomore setter Alyssa Val-
entine had assists on 47 of the 
Colonials’ 63 kills.

In the next round, Temple 
fell to top-seeded Dayton, who 
defeated No. 20 Saint Louis 
Sunday to win the conference 
championship. u

Kromah, who led all scor-
ers with 21 points in the game 
to go with four assists and four 
steals, was but one half of an 
impressive young backcourt 
tandem. Sophomore Tony Tay-
lor, who played a team-high 24 
minutes, made all three shots 
he took, but most importantly 
performed efficiently at the 
helm of the offense, tallying six 
assists and just one turnover.

“I’ve just gotta give him so 
much credit for just running 
the basketball team, making 
sure that the right people get 
the ball at the right spots where 
they’re effective,” Hobbs said 
of Taylor.

Kromah had similar praise 
for his backcourt mate.

“Tony’s our point guard, 
so he’s like our general on 
the floor,” Kromah said. “As 
he goes, that’s how the team 
goes.”

All 15 healthy members of 
the roster saw the floor Satur-
day, 13 of them scoring and, 
for the second straight game, 
11 of them playing double-
digit minutes. Hobbs made 
substitutions early and often 
throughout the game, taking 
time after the win to praise his 
players' ability to consistently 
perform in the face of such fre-
quent changes.

“It’s really tough for these 
guys to play that way, but they 
do maintain the level of focus,” 
Hobbs said. “They have great 
attitudes and I think that’s 
what’s gonna be the difference 
with our season, is our ability 
to maintain a positive attitude 
and keep team first.”

For all that Kromah did 
with his two-minute, 12-point 
outburst, it was an overall 
team effort and balance of 
contributions that carried GW 
to its third win of the season. 
Senior Damian Hollis was sec-
ond on the team with 12 points, 
adding seven rebounds, four 
assists and a team-best three 
blocks as well. Four Colonials 
– Bynes, Johnson, junior Jo-
seph Katuka, and redshirt ju-
nior Travis King – scored eight 
points each. Freshman David 
Pellom grabbed a game-high 
11 rebounds.

Hollis, the young team’s 
most experienced player, said 
the Colonials have developed 
the type of team mentality 
Hobbs mentioned.

“This is the first time I felt 
like actually a big family,” he 
said of this year’s team. “I 
love all the guys because they 
bring energy, personality. Ev-
erybody’s athletic, everybody 
just gets along, the chemistry’s 
good. I just love being around 
them.”

The Colonials’ season con-
tinues Tuesday at 7 p.m. when 
they host Princeton. u

VIktors dINdzaNs | photo edItor
Redshirt sophomore Jabari Edwards (13) and sophomore Aaron Ware (15) 
battle UMBC's Matt Spadafora for a rebound in Saturday's home win.
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On strong scoring day, Colonials' defense shines
by NeIL sharma 
Hatchet Reporter

Men's basketball starts season 3-0

by daN GreeNe 
Sports Editor

Volleyball 
falls in 
A-10 first 
round

This year’s GW women’s bas-
ketball team brings a lot to the 
table: energy, speed, toughness, 
to name a few. Yet there is one key 
characteristic they lack: experi-
ence, as was exemplified in the 
team’s up-and-down two-game 
weekend split.

Sunday at Ohio, the Colonials 
(2-1) endured a rough first half, 
shooting just 10-for-35 from the 
field en route to heading into half-
time trailing by 10.

“It’s part of the maturation 
process. Sometimes we’re taking 
quick, rushed shots, as opposed 
to shots that are a part of our of-
fense,” head coach Bozeman said. 
“I’m counting on them shorten-
ing the learning curve in that pro-
cess.”

While the learning curve may 
eventually be shortened and GW’s 
shooting did improve to 13-of-28 
after halftime, it was not enough 
to salvage Sunday’s game, as the 
Colonials were dealt their first 
loss of the season, 70-58.

Sophomore Tiana Myers did 
all she could to keep GW in the 
game, eclipsing the career-best 
scoring mark she had set three 
days earlier by scoring 20 in the 
loss to the Bobcats. The guard 
made eight of her 15 shots from 
the field while adding five re-
bounds, three assists and three 
steals.

Classmate Tara Booker came 
off the bench for the third time in 
as many games to add 10 points 
and six rebounds while freshman 
Danni Jackson led the team in as-
sists with five.

The loss was marked by a 
large disparity in free throws, 
as Ohio attempted 35 while GW 
took only nine.

“I’m not trying to blame the 
refs,” Bozeman said. “But how 
can they make 25 free throws 
while we only attempt nine?”

It was a far cry from GW’s 
home-opening 68-64 win over 
Coppin State Thursday, in which 
the Colonials went to the line 26 
times compared to the Eagles’ 10.

In that game, the Colonials 
came out strong, applying full-
court pressure from the start of 

the game and forcing Coppin 
State to turn the ball over on each 
of its first three possessions. GW 
opened up a comfortable lead that 
stretched to 14 at one point before 
settling at nine at halftime.

The Colonials eventually al-
lowed the Eagles to climb back 
into the game, trading leads with 
them over the final nine minutes, 
eventually securing it for good 
on a jumper from freshman Me-
gan Nipe with 1:23 to play in the 
game.

Bozeman said GW’s large lead 
and the game’s eventual close 

outcome were examples of the 
team’s talent and inexperience, 
but that he was glad the learning 
experience came in victory.

“You’d rather learn your les-
sons through winning than learn 
lessons in losses, so I’ll take this 
close win,” he said.

The Colonials will next travel 
to Grand Bahama Island to par-
ticipate in the Junkanoo Jam, be-
ginning with a 1:15 p.m. game 
against Michigan State Friday. 
They will then play either Okla-
homa State or Marist Saturday 
evening. u

aNNe WerNIkoff | assIstaNt photo edItor
Sophomore Kay-Kay Allums leaps for a loose ball in Thursday's win over  
Coppin State. The Colonials' loss at Ohio Sunday was their first of the season.

by NeIL sharma  
Hatchet Reporter

Women's basketball wins at 
Smith Center, loses on the road

kromah earNs WeekLy 
rookIe hoNors

Men's basketball freshman La-
san Kromah, who led GW in scor-
ing in its last two games, earned an 
Atlantic 10 Co-Rookie of the Week 
award for his output, the confer-
ence announced Sunday.

Kromah, a 6-foot-5 guard, av-
eraged 15.3 points in the Colonials' 
three opening-week wins, knocking 
down 10 of 19 three-point attempts. 
He also had seven steals and six as-
sists in 58 minutes on the court.

His scoring total increased in 
each of the three games, with Kro-
mah scoring eight points Sunday 
at UNC-Wilmington, 17 Tuesday at 
Boston University and 21 Saturday 
against UMBC.

The Greenbelt, Md. native is the 
first GW men's basketball player to 
earn the honor since Damian Hollis, 
currently a senior, won it in March 
2007.

VoLLeybaLL trIo Named 
aLL-coNfereNce

Three GW women's volleyball 
players earned spots on the Atlantic 
10's all-conference teams this week, 
with senior Katie Butz being named 
to the all-conference second team 
and freshmen Candace Silva-Martin 
and Lauren Whyte being named to 
the all-rookie squad.

Butz led the Colonials in points 
and kills in her fourth and final sea-
son at GW, registering double-digit 
kills 26 times, including Friday's A-10 
tournament loss to Temple. Her 
455.5 points were the third-best 
total in the A-10.

Silva-Martin, the team's libero, 
or defensive specialist, had a team-
high 608 digs this year, which also 
led the conference.

Whyte finished third among Co-
lonials in points and kills, with her 
average of 2.78 kills per set placing 
her eighth in the A-10.

hoGaN to ruN IN Ncaa 
champIoNshIps

Senior Megan Hogan, who last 
year became the first runner in GW 
history to qualify for the NCAA 
championships, will take part in the 
event again Monday in Terra Haute, 
Ind.

Hogan finished 96th out of 252 
participants a year ago and was the 
first Colonials runner to win the 
A-10 championships when she did 
so Oct. 31.

The race will be broadcast live 
on Versus at approximately 12:58 
p.m.

meN's squash shut out
The GW men's squash team fell 

to 4-2 on the season after being 
swept 9-0 by Dartmouth Saturday 
in Annapolis, Md. 

The Colonials - who had previ-
ously won three straight matches 
against Vanderbilt, Stanford and 
Hobart - will next head to Lancast-
er, Pa. to play Franklin & Marshall 
Dec. 6. The team will then have 
more than a month off before re-
suming play Jan. 15 against MIT at 
Yale in New Haven, Conn.
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