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Three more
students
charged
in drug raid

Fundraising

ChristmasCountdown

Deans will
have larger
role in new
campaign

by Amy D'Onofrio
Assistant News Editor
Three more GW students are
facing charges stemming from an
October drug raid at a Foggy Bottom townhouse, and now all five
students arrested that evening are
co-defendants in the case.
Seniors Dennis Perales, Jared
Cobert and Russell Dubin have
all pleaded not guilty to the separate drug charges, joining seniors
James Donoghue and Brett Reisman who pled not guilty Oct. 31.
All five defendants are scheduled
to appear before Judge Florence
Pan in D.C. Superior Court Dec.
14.
Perales, 21, was arrested during the Oct. 30 raid for possession
of cocaine. He was arraigned Nov.
19 and faces one charge of unlawful possession of a controlled substance.
Both Dubin, 21, and Cobert,
also 21, have been charged with
possession of marijuana and drug
paraphernalia. They were arraigned Dec. 1.
Donoghue, 20, has been
charged with possession of marijuana with intent to distribute,
possession of cocaine and possession of drug paraphernalia. Reisman, 21, has been charged with
possession of marijuana with intent to distribute and possession
of drug paraphernalia.
During the raid at the townhouse at 26th and I streets, police
seized $1,171 in cash, three plastic
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Nearly half of focus to
be on fundraising
by LAUREN FRENCH
Assistant News Editor
Planning has begun for a comprehensive fundraising campaign
that will redefine the roles of school
deans and further increase the University’s fundraising efforts, President Steven Knapp said in an interview on Friday.
Knapp and other University officials are launching a fundraising
campaign to raise a “significant
amount” of money, Knapp said, to
fund student aid, academics and
capital projects. The deans of the
respective schools at GW have been
told they will spend 40 to 50 percent of their time on fundraising,
a change to their previous, mainly
academic, roles. While deans have
always fundraised, the campaign
will increase their time commitments.
Russell Ramsey, the chairman of
the Board of Trustees, said Knapp
came to GW with the idea of making the deans more active in fundraising, an organizational trade-

michelle rattinger | Assistant
photo editor

President Barack Obama
and the first family kicked
off the holiday season
Thursday night with the
lighting of the National
Christmas Tree, above. The
tree, an impressive 43-foottall Colorado Blue Spruce
tree, was planted on the Ellipse in 1978 and was lit with
a simple push of a button
by the President, first lady
Michelle Obama and their
daughters Malia and Sasha.
The twinkling ornaments
and 750 strings of light are
powered by General Electric
in what is being billed as
the ‘greenest’ White House
Christmas tree ever.

See FUNDRAISING: Page A6

Alumnus
makes mark
Men's basketball sinks in District
Navy in BB&T Classic
politics
Colonials survive rally, pull away in second half

by Dan Greene
Sports Editor
Almost midway through the second
half of the GW men’s basketball game
against Navy Sunday at the Verizon Center, as the Colonials treaded water with
a double-digit lead, the Midshipmen
launched an offensive. But even as Navy
bombed a trio of threes to key an 11-2 run
that cut GW’s lead to just one, the Colonials weren’t worried about their opponents’ surge.
“Our motto is, ‘We’re gonna get
you,’ ” senior Damian Hollis said after
the game. “We don’t know when, but it’s
gonna happen.”
That time came immediately. On the
Colonials’ first possession after their lead

Navy 69
GW 81

by Amy D'Onofrio and Jeff Richards
Hatchet Reporters

tivity had occurred.
“That part of the University’s investigation, we weren’t privy to that
information they were getting,” Collinsworth said. “As a national organization, we look forward to getting
the evidence that the University has
allegedly found and reviewing that in
the very near future.”
Collinsworth added that the
University has not yet told Phi Psi’s
national headquarters what a redevelopment project is, or what needs
to be achieved by creating it.

When Vincent Gray was an undergraduate at GW, he almost left after his
freshman year.
After two out of the three high
school classmates
he knew attending GW dropped
out during their
first year, Gray,
who said he was
one of just 50
black students at
GW in the 1960s,
went to his parents for advice.
“They just
D.C. Council
couldn’t take it Vincent Gray
anymore, it was
just that difficult
in terms of the social environment,” he
said of his classmates.
Today, he is the chairman of the D.C.
Council – the city’s powerful and influence-wielding legislative body – and a
potential candidate for mayor. In an interview with The Hatchet at the Washington Convention Center, he said he is
grateful he stuck it out at GW.
“I realized after that first year – after
that conversation – that if I walked away
from this, I’d probably walk away from
every tough experience in the future and
find some excuse as to why it was okay
to do that,” Gray said. “And so I didn’t,
and I know I’m a better person for it.”
Gray graduated in 1964 and then attended graduate school at GW, continuing his studies in psychology. Gray began serving on the council in 2005, then
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reached its minimum, freshman Tim
Johnson knocked down a three-pointer
of his own to begin a four-minute string
of 14 unanswered GW points that carried
the Colonials to an eventual 81-69 win in
the BB&T Classic.
GW’s (6-1) offense was led throughout the game by Hollis, who scored a
team-high 18 points, and freshman Lasan Kromah, who added 16 and tied for
the team lead in rebounds with five. The
pair entered Sunday as the only Colonials

See BBALL: Page B4
viktors dindzans | photo editor

Sophomore Aaron Ware scored nine points and was one of six Colonials to score eight points
or more in GW's victory at the BB&T Classic at the Verizon Center Sunday.

Phi Psi found guilty of hazing, but suspension lifted
Officials decline to
release details of
accusation
by Emily Cahn
Campus News Editor
The University has found the
Phi Kappa Psi fraternity guilty of
hazing and providing alcohol to minors, but lifted its suspension pending the imposition of sanctions, a

Athlete
educators
GW and
Georgetown
athletes help
teach local kids
about HIV/AIDS
• Page B4

SPORTS

University administrator said Sunday.
An anonymous tip last month
prompted a Student Judicial Services
investigation into the organization,
which included interviewing many
members of the fraternity.
Tara Periera, assistant dean of
students and director of SJS, said that
the fraternity’s suspension has been
lifted and that Phi Psi’s national organization will “sanction the chapter
and quickly implement a comprehensive redevelopment plan to rebuild
the chapter with the support of the
University.”

No details regarding the nature
of the hazing charges, redevelopment
plan, or the reason for lifting the suspension have been released.
Executive Director of Phi Psi’s
national headquarters Shawn Collinsworth said he is relieved that the
month-long investigation has finally
come to a close and is looking forward to reviewing the information
the University collected to prove that
hazing had taken place.
Phi Psi’s national headquarters
conducted its own investigation into
the hazing allegations last month and
found no evidence that any such ac-
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In Brief
Man wields crowbar,
attempts bizarre escape
near GW Hospital

A man made a bizarre escape after an attempted crime went wrong
just off campus last month.
Two construction workers reported a 6-foot-tall bearded man
allegedly stole a crowbar from their
truck and began attempting to pry
open the driver ’s side door of the
white 2004 Chevrolet on Nov. 27,
according to a Metropolitan Police
Department report. The construction workers approached the man
who began “swinging the prybar,”
then fled on foot through an alley
near 24th and I streets near GW
Hospital, according to the police
report
As he ran, the man pulled a
knife out and lunged at one of the
construction workers, and a “brief
physical altercation” ensued. Then
he ran northwest, at which point
Metropolitan Police located him
and chased him into Rock Creek
Park at 23rd and P streets, the police report states. The man then allegedly “jumped into the creek and
began to wade his way south down
the creek in an event to evade capture,” according to the report.
The Washington Post reported
that an officer from the D.C. police
harbor unit wearing a dry suit retrieved him from the waist-deep
water.
He was transported to GW
Hospital for possible hypothermia.
According to the report he also injured his palm on a bottle that fell
out of his jacket pocket.

–Gabrielle Bluestone

Corrections
In “Residents fear loss of all-female dorm” (Dec 3, p. 1), The Hatchet
originally reported that Yasmin Baker
is a native of Bangladesh. She is actually from the United Arab Emirates.
Due to an editing error in the article “PAF applications increase by 15
percent” (Dec. 3, p. 1), the story used
a male pronoun when referring to
Toby Davidow. Davidow is female.

chip hennessey | hatchet photographer

John Oliver, from Comedy Central’s The Daily Show, spoke at The Economist’s “The World in 2010” conference held in the School of Media and Public
Affairs’ Jack Morton Auditorium. Oliver, a British citizen, performed a stand-up routine that poked fun at Americans and answered audience questions.

Calendar
Monday
G-Dub Java Jam Session
Eat free food and enjoy
music provided by the
Mount Vernon Programming
Council.
G-Dub Java Lounge | 8 to
10 p.m.

Multimedia
video

Wednesday

Tuesday

LGBT History Film Series
The LGBT Resource Center and
the University Honors Program
will present the movie “And
the Band Played On” and serve
refreshments.
Honors Townhouse at 714 21
St. | 7 to 9 p.m.

Jumpstart’s holiday
service event

Midnight Breakfast

Give back to the local community
by helping Jumpstart wrap children’s
books and make literacy kits and holiday cards for preschool children in D.C.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom |
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Take a break from
studying and snack on
free food served by your
favorite professors.
J Street in Marvin Center
| 10:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

H All this and more... Now at gwhatchet.com

Homelessness in D.C.
Members of D.C.’s homeless community talk
about their journey of life on the street.

WEB EXTRA	

The Daily Show’s John Oliver
Oliver joins editors from “The
Economist” for event in SMPA.

WEb EXTRA

Board of Trustees vacancies
Five spots have opened and new trustees
are expected to be named in June.
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Officials outline challenges, hopes for sustainability plan
Climate Action
Plan to be
finished in May
by Michelle Brown	
Hatchet Reporter
A panel of top University administrators discussed
challenges facing the University’s promise to become
carbon neutral at an event
Friday morning in the Marvin Center, but members
said they remained hopeful
they would be able to dramatically reduce emissions.
Meghan
ChappleBrown, director of Office of
Sustainability, moderated a
panel of four high-ranking
University officials, and
said that the event was the
first step in creating the
University’s Climate Action

Plan – which University
President Steven Knapp
pledged to complete by May
2010. Knapp was required
to make the plan after he
signed the University Presidents' Climate Commitment
on Earth Day in 2008.
The group said it could
sometimes be difficult to
justify the high cost of purchasing new technologies
that make the University
more sustainable, as the energy reductions they create
don’t save money immediately, but rather money accrues over a longer period
of time.
“When ‘green’ saves
money, it’s easy to justify,
but in the end, the other investments result in real energy savings,” said Charles
Spann, managing director
of Information Systems
and Services and one of the
event’s panelists.
Adrienne Rulnick, as-

SA constitution
rejected in vote
Students vote
'no' 947-740 on
new constitution
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Senior Staff Writer
Students rejected the proposed Student Association constitution 947 to 740 in an online
vote Thursday, with a strong
‘no’ vote coming from the law
school.
A total of 1,687 students voted in the special election, which
would have made significant
changes to the SA’s structure,
including running the president
and EVP candidates together
on a ticket and creating a new
speaker of the senate position.
Election results show the
referendum would have passed
if not for the law school vote.
The law school voted only seven in favor and 259 against the
referendum to adopt the constitution. Without their votes, the
tally would have been 733 to
688 in favor of the constitution.
One possible reason for the
law school’s strong opposition
is a mass e-mail the Student Bar
Association sent out urging law
students to vote against the constitution.
John Sorrenti, president of
the SBA, said his organization
learned about the referendum
the day before the vote was
held. He said the SBA was unsure about what the new constitution would accomplish other
than “structural and procedural
changes within the SA,” and
that the existing constitution
appeared to work fine for the
law school.
“We would have preferred
more time to digest the changes
to determine what effect they

Phi Psi
from p. A1
“I don’t know what a redevelopment plan is,” Collinsworth
said. “The Phi Kappa Psi fraternity’s national headquarters
is always committed to working with our host institutions
and our chapters with plans to
make them successful, and we
will continue to do so.”
According to a statement
released by GW's chapter of the
fraternity, the organization has
not been formally charged by
SJS, and admitted no guilt in the
situation, but are going to work
with the University to ensure
that the fraternity is operating
in accordance with the Code of
Student Conduct. Phi Psi has
been “earnestly and openly
cooperating with GW and our
National Headquarters to address operational concerns the
University observed during the
course of their investigation,”
the statement said.
They added, “The chapter
is moving forward with the
University and Headquarters to
continually improve our fraternity and was proud to initiate
the 21-man Alpha Nu pledge
class into Phi Kappa Psi on Saturday.”
While GW has strict policies regarding hazing, many
typical fraternity events blur the
line of what is legal and what is
not. Hazing, according to GW’s
Code of Student Conduct, is
defined as “any action taken or
situation created, intentionally,
with or without consent, whether on or off campus, to produce
mental or physical discomfort,
embarrassment, harassment or
ridicule.”
Activities constituted as
hazing are defined as “paddling in any form; creation of
excessive fatigue; physical and

might have and how exactly
they would help the student
body,” Sorrenti said.
Sen. Jamie Baker, CPS-G, a
member of the constitution task
force, the group that drafted the
new document, accepted the
defeat of the constitution graciously.
“The students spoke, we
respect their decision, and we’ll
go on from here,” Baker said.
More than 2,900 students
voted in the last special election,
which was a 2008 vote to increase the student fee, but Baker
said he was satisfied with this
special election turnout.
“This was a special election,
held in December, with two
weeks of publicity on a constitutional change, and over 1,000
people voted,” Baker said. “Of
course I would have liked to
see more people participate in
the election, however, I am very
pleased with everyone who
took time out of their day and
participated.”
Executive Vice President
Jason Lifton said he appreciated the time that was put into
the election process and, despite
the results, believes that strong
leaders in the SA will continue
to successfully represent the
student body.
Baker confirmed that he is
finished with the constitution issue for now, but said he couldn't
speak for other senators.
Sen. Logan Dobson, CCASU, had been consistently critical
of the proposed constitution,
posting critiques of the document and process on his blog,
“Inside the SA.” He was one
of the few on hand to hear the
JEC read the election results in J
Street’s Columbian Square and
applauded when the votes were
called.
“I’m pleased that the student body made the right decision,” Dobson said. u
psychological shocks; quests,
treasure
hunts,
scavenger
hunts, road trips, or any other
such activities carried on outside the confines of the house or
organization; wearing, publicly,
apparel that is conspicuous and
not normally in good taste; engaging in public stunts and
buffoonery; morally degrading
or humiliating games and activities; and any other activities
which are not consistent with
the academic mission of the
University.”
Despite the charges levied
against the fraternity, Dean Harwood, director of GW’s Greek
Life, said that Phi Psi “remains
fully recognized by GW.”
Past hazing charges have
led to Greek-letter groups being removed from campus.
The most recent Interfraternity
Council-recognized fraternity
to be kicked off campus for
hazing was the Delta Tau Delta
fraternity, which was removed
from campus in 2004. DTD was
found to be guilty of the same
charges as Phi Psi – hazing and
serving alcohol to minors. Details of the DTD hazing incident
in 2004 were never released.
In 2007, several members of
the unrecognized fraternity Alpha Pi Epsilon, also known as
APES, reported severe hazing
violations to the University, saying they feared for their safety
as the fraternity’s “hell week”
approached. While the details
of the hazing allegations were
never made public, the allegations were severe enough to
involve the Metropolitan Police
Department.
Because SJS has found evidence of hazing, the IFC will
now meet to determine Phi Psi’s
status in the council, IFC President Chas Pressner said. They
will either be on fully recognized
status or probationary status, depending on the IFC vote. u

sociate vice president of
development, alumni relations and annual giving,
emphasized the efforts of
her office to connect alumni
whose business practices
are in the field of sustainability or who are working
to become more sustainable.
Because GW is in a city,
Rulnick said, the University faces different challenges with sustainability
than other colleges in less
urban areas. She said universities in rural areas can
erect new, environmentally
friendly buildings all the
time, whereas GW has tight
space restrictions and zoning laws. But Rulnick added that GW’s sustainability
challenges more accurately
reflect the challenges that
GW’s alumni face, making
it a model for many graduates.
Executive Vice President

and Treasurer Lou Katz said,
however, that the opening
of South Hall, GW’s first
environmentally certified
building, was a milestone
for the urban Foggy Bottom
campus. He added that the
next step is working with
older buildings on campus, where the sustainable
implementations are more
laborious.
“[The issue of sustainability] is something everyone can rally around,” Katz
said. “Any time you have
something everyone can
rally around, you get a major synergy that you don’t
usually get in everything
else you try to accomplish.”
From
an
academic
standpoint, the biggest issue is educating students to
become civic scientists who
can make a difference in the
world, said Executive Vice
President for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman.

Marie McGrory | Hatchet Photographer

University President Steven Knapp, left, spoke at an assembly of
senior administrators which gathered to discuss sustainability at GW.
Though making investments is difficult and may
include increases in costs
of operation, the panel said
that the University will be
able to justify all of its costs
on a student-recruitment
basis.

“For us to be the kind of
institution students want to
be at, overall, [sustainability] is something that they
really look at. We clearly
need to take this seriously,”
Lehman said. “Students really believe in this.” u
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Justin Guiffré
Opinions Editor
jguiffre@gwhatchet.com
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by Sara Fischer

Overall, this semester has been a good one for
GW. We’ve avoided major controversies, and
seen some notable improvements and events on
campus. Still, there is always room for improvement. Here is GW’s report card for the semester:

Guest
Appearances

A

Office of
Greek Life

D-

T

o me, research involves the generation of knowledge. It is the process
by which we replace ignorance with
a new understanding based on rigorous
methods established by scholars in a given
field.
I can actually pinpoint the precise moment when I recognized the broad nature of
university research. As an undergraduate I
had a dual major in biology and psychology,
so I had to take my share of courses involving test tubes and other paraphernalia of the
science laboratory. One day I attended a required office hour with my English professor. I found her typing furiously – on a typewriter, not a PC, since these were yet to be
invented. She motioned for me to sit while
she finished her work, and then exclaimed:
“That’s it. My paper for the Shakespeare
conference is done!” She must have noticed
my confused look. Why would an English
professor go to a conference on Shakespeare;
wasn’t that for actors? In the ensuing hour
she explained to me that she had spent her
summer in England tracking down the
original drafts of one of the Bard’s sonnets
to establish how his writing progressed with
each new version. Through this brief interaction I grasped for the first time there was
more to research than test tubes and beakers.
Consequently, I view my job as vice president of research as supporting and promoting all research efforts at GW, whether in the
law school or in microbiology, in religious
studies or computer science.
A natural question for GW students is:
How will the new emphasis on research at
GW impact teaching? I am convinced that

This semester, GW hosted
Hillary Clinton, Robert Gates, Al Gore, Colin Powell, Public Enemy, Jill Biden, and the
Obamas. Of course, this is excluding all of
the ambassadors, senators, congressmen, and
other inspirational speakers who have visited
Foggy Bottom this past semester. Whether
these people are coming because of work done
on the part of the University or the convenience
of a D.C. location, GW has surpassed expectations this semester. This is what students come
here for. Let’s keep it up.

Transparency has been a major issue for the Office of Greek
Life this semester. From unreasonable summer
fines to taking over Phi Sigma Sigma’s house to
forcing the entire sorority system to re-rank preferences for housing, Greek-letter life has been
the cause of much frustration. With the growing presence of Greek-letter life on GW’s campus, the Office of Greek Life needs to improve
communication and cooperation with students.

B

President
Knapp

President Knapp has made
some noteworthy improvements to his visibility and prominence on campus this year.
Between drumming duels with basketball
players and attendance at more student organization events, President Knapp's participation is something we are happy to see. This semester has been a good start for the President’s
Office, but of course, there is still progress to be
made.

Fundamental
Issues

F

Advising and dining. For years now, these
issues have topped students’ concerns. We’ve
seen little to no progress on these issues. Where
is the advising reform? The degree-auditing
system that was promised? Significant improvements to J Street? It is unacceptable that
the University continues to do nothing to resolve these issues.

School Spirit

A-

Considering the sentiment
on campus last year, it is amazing that school spirit is even on
the radar. This semester, GW has shown that
school spirit does exist on our campus. Seeing
the Smith Center filled with over a thousand
screaming Colonials would have been nearly
unimaginable the past two years. But the men’s
basketball team has stepped it up this year, and
so have the fans. We hope GW can maintain the
momentum throughout the spring semester.

F

C.A.D.E.

For more than 18 months,
the Center for Alcohol and other
Drug Education has yet to name a new director.
In that time, GW experienced a tragic alcoholrelated death and conducted a complete
evaluation of alcohol policy at GW, all without
a nominal director leading the effort. At best,
GW has simply not given the title to Katie Bean
(the assistant director of CADE, and currently
the highest ranked member of the department);
at worst, it is gross negligence on the part of
Student and Academic Support Services.

Study Abroad
Hatcheteers

C

Next semester, the Hatchet
will be losing three devoted members of its
staff. We are happy that Amy Rhodin, Anne
Wernikoff and Erica Steinberg are going to be
enjoying African safaris, Brazilian bikinis and
British accents, respectively. At the same time,
their gain is our loss and the townhouse won’t
be the same without them. Have fun, but not so
much you don’t want to come back!

Quotable
"You’re trying to create a marriage
between

what

donors

are

passionate about and what the
institution needs."
- University President Steven Knapp,
on a new fundraising campaign in which

H

How research
impacts teaching

Wild Weather

GW Report
Card

Lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

Leo M. Chalupa
Vice President for
Research

A fond farewell

D

It's been a bumpy ride, but I'm happy I stuck it out

ear GW,
Looks like you and I are parting ways
in a few weeks. I know we’ve had our ups
and downs these past three-and-a-half years, but
please don’t think I’m leaving you on a bad note.
It’s just that my time with you is done (slightly
earlier than most), and you and I both know I
need to move on.
Remember when I thought about leaving you
for good my freshman year? The excitement from
CI had worn off and that something I thought
would happen here wasn’t happening. I was confused and didn’t know what I wanted. Despite
my moaning and groaning, I’m glad I stuck it
out with you. I realized that without you, I don’t
know if I would have had these amazing experiences:
Successfully completed four internships. Got
a press pass to the White House. Became a feminist, let alone a women’s studies major. Met that
boy who lived down the hall from me in Thurston. Fell in love with him. Celebrated a threeyear anniversary with him. Made some great
friends. Completed numerous power hours. Edward Fortyhands. Danced my ass off. Too many
hangovers. Didn’t get EMeRGed. Almost failed
a class. Got on the Dean’s List. Wrote for The
Hatchet. Prayed and prayed. Phillies won the
World Series. Voted in my first election. Stormed
the White House on November 4, 2008. Made
change. Witnessed history. Asked questions. Philosophized. Learned my rights. Studied abroad...
in New York. Twenty-one! Spring break in Paris.
Senior year. Stress. Job applications. Last week
of classes — ever. Job interviews. Uncertainty.
Hope.
They say our millennial generation is entitled
and overly confident without having paid our

dues. True, there are some who fit this stereotype,
some with whom I’ve even shared a class or two,
but don’t let my classmates buy into it! We grew
up believing our education should serve us, but
don’t let us lose sight of the fact that our experi-

Juliette
Dallas-Feeney
Columnist
ence with you, GW, is a privilege. We are the generation that knows what we want. We believe in
ourselves. We strive to do our best. And we expect
to get what we deserve. Once I realized the value
of education, I made the most of my situation and
took full advantage of the opportunities that were
given to me.
And here we are, at that ambivalent intersection of uncertainty and hope. Uncertain about just
what happens next once my identity is no longer
defined by “student” and I leave the comfort zone
of Foggy Bottom. Hopeful that what I learned
while I was with you will help me get a job that
makes me happy.
If I didn’t say it enough while I knew you —
thank you. I’m a smarter, stronger, more confident, better version of myself because of you, and
for that, I’m grateful.
So farewell, GW, ol’ pal. I wish you the best,
thanks for the memories, and I’ll see ya around.
Yours truly,
Juliette Marianne Elizabeth Dallas-Feeney
–The writer, a senior majoring in women's studies, is
a Hatchet columnist.

Making progress

A

The SA can reach even more goals next semester

s we reach the midpoint in the school
year, we wanted to take the opportunity
to reflect on the progress we have made
so far as your Student Association representatives and lay
out a plan
for the seJulie Bindelglass
mester that
and
Jason Lifton
is to come.
We began
this
year with a focus on making small, tangible improvements to everyday life on campus and, to
that end, we are proud of the progress we have
made. This semester, we have seen Greek-letter items added to the bookstore’s inventory,
hundreds of outlets added to study corrals in
Gelman library and a network of new Web
sites launched to keep you better informed
about your student government. The Marvin
Center is now open later, offering increased
study space, and the new Public Service Grant
Commission offers unprecedented financial
and operational support for students with a
great community service idea and the passion
to see it through to fruition.
While we are proud of these improve-

ments, we are also conscious that we must
work harder on the larger issues that continue
to concern the student body, like advising, dining and housing. We also know we can and
must do a better job at minimizing the amount
of energy we as an organization put into internal issues. This week, the student body sent us
a message that the reformed constitution put
before them did not allow us as an organization
to effectively address their priorities. We want
everyone to know that we heard that message
loud and clear, and we plan to move on and
rededicate ourselves to the work of advocacy
as we head into the spring semester.
This spring, we plan to make progress in
our promise of an online syllabi bank, so you
know more about the classes you sign up for
before registration day. We will continue to
hold events like Flag Your Problem, so you can
give us input on what you think we should
be working on, and we will not rest until we
are the best resource all students have on this
campus.
We wish you a fantastic winter break and
happy holidays. We’ll see you in the spring!
-The writers are the president and executive
vice president of the Student Association.

raising GW to a top tier research university
will enhance the teaching and learning experience for all of our students.
The fact is, taking a class from a first-rate
scholar is a different experience than learning the same material from a good teacher
who is not an active researcher. The former
has a perspective on the field that can be
shared with students in a unique way. In a
real sense, gaining knowledge from a top
practitioner in any field is much like being
a part of the research endeavor itself. At its
best it can be a “you are there” experience.
Not every student may appreciate this distinction, but for many, as it was for me, this
can be a life-changing event. What turned
me on to science was the passion of an assistant professor in one of the required classes
I took. Even though I was not particularly
interested in the subject matter, the fact that
this instructor seemed completely enthralled
by his research intrigued me. We have many
such professors at GW today, and at a top
tier research university such individuals are
the norm.
Moreover, top tier research schools attract the best student applicants at the graduate and undergraduate levels, and that
is the case even when high school student
applicants have little interest in pursuing
research careers. That’s because top tier research schools have reputations for general
excellence, and that often pays dividends in
future employment prospects irrespective of
the student’s major.
That leaves the question of whether
teaching and other programs will get less financial support in our quest to become a top
tier research institution. I would argue that
the opposite is the case. There is a positive
correlation between the research standing of
institutions and the amount of money they
are able to generate from grant overheads,
foundation funding and development gifts:
The higher the research standing, the more
funding from sources other than tuition dollars. As everyone knows, correlation does
not mean causation. But there is evidence
that the two are in fact causally related. For
instance, at the University of California,
where I spent my entire academic career,
fundraising spiked both at UC-Irvine and
UC-Santa Barbara in the years after faculty
at these campuses won Nobel Prizes. What’s
more, this had a lasting and widespread effect - more funds were received not just for
research, but also for student financial assistance, classrooms and even sporting facilities. People are inclined to donate more
to institutions that are perceived as being
among the front ranks of research.
Finally, research universities provide
multiple opportunities for students to participate in faculty projects. Many GW students are taking advantage of this by working with professors in various departments
across our campus. This is a particularly
worthwhile benefit of attending an institution that emphasizes research. I will soon announce funds from my office for the support
of undergraduate research. There will be
five annual awards of $2,000 each provided
for this purpose. Stay tuned for pertinent
details.
–The writer is the University's vice
president for research.

deans will play a more central role.
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President of GW Veterans testifies before Congress
Brian Hawthorne tells Veterans Affairs Committee about delays in student veterans' tuition and housing payments
by Lauren French
Assistant News Editor
GW student and Iraq
war veteran Brian Hawthorne testified before Congress Thursday in front of
the House Committee on
Veterans Affairs at the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity’s
Education
Roundtable.
Hawthorne is the founder and president of GW Veterans, a student organization
that aims to build a community for student veterans on
campus. He is also the legislative director of the Student
Veterans of America.
Hawthorne spoke only
three times during the nearly
two-hour open discussion,
which varied between the 17
panelists offering recommendations for improvements in
the Department of Veterans

Affairs and its implementation of the post-9/11 GI Bill.
The director of the Office of
Education Services in the department, Keith Wilson, also
spoke, explaining some of
the reasons the department
was backlogged with benefits applications this fall.
The Washington Post reported in September that the
department received more
applications than they expected, leaving more than
90 percent of veterans who
submitted claims without
checks to cover the cost of
tuition or housing. As of
Oct. 1, no GW veterans had
received payments and only
half had received benefits as
of Nov. 11.
The department did offer $3,000 emergency loans
at its regional offices to
cover housing and book allowances at the beginning of

Science and Engineering Complex

Cost of building
not yet determined
Faculty Senate
concerned about
lack of estimate
by Lauren French
Assistant News Editor
Members of the Faculty
Senate voiced concerns at
the body’s November meeting over the lack of a price
tag for the proposed Science
and Engineering Complex,
an expensive project that is
expected to radically alter
GW’s academic focus.
After an update about the
complex by Executive Vice
President and Treasurer Lou
Katz, multiple members of
the Faculty Senate asked Katz
and Executive Vice President
of Academic Affairs Donald
Lehman why a price estimate or space-allocation plan
has not been developed and
shared with the faculty.
Senior Associate Vice
President for Operations
Alicia O’Neil repeated the
University’s stance in an email this weekend, saying
the project is not far enough
along in the programming
phase to share a price estimate yet. The project is expected to be completed in
2014 at the earliest.
“We are still very early
in the programming and
benchmarking effort for the
complex. Once the project
scope is determined, it will
be possible to determine cost
estimates at different phases
of the project’s conception,”
O’Neil said.
Former Chair of the Senate Executive Committee Arthur Wilmarth said he was
concerned that the faculty
would not get “meaningful
advance notice” of the project’s price and plan if Katz,
Lehman and other University
officials working on the project did not intend to present
GW’s Board of Trustees with
a plan until its meeting in October of 2010.
“It was my understanding that a year ago that they
were planning to go to the
Board in May,” Wilmarth
said in an interview. “They
are now saying they are planning to go the board in October so my concern is, when
will they share with the us
the basic plans.”
He added, “They haven’t
even given us what I considered to be a ballpark estimate.”
Wilmarth was also concerned that the building was
going to be used to house
research and would not provide the academic upgrades
he believes the University
first promoted.
“When the science center
was first proposed, at least
as I understood it, a major
part of the case or rational for
the center was our current
laboratory facilities for both
undergraduate and graduate are certainty not up to
standards for what we would

"They haven't even
given us what I
considered to be a
ballpark estimate."
Arthur wilmarth
Former Chair, Senate
Executive Committee

want for a University of our
level and prestige,” Wilmarth
said. “And this center would
provide a way to upgrade
those teaching facilities.”
Ballinger Architects began planning the design of
the building in October and
has been meeting with deans,
faculty and administrators to
conceptualize what services
and programming the building will provide for the University. O’Neil declined to
comment on how much Ballinger Architects is receiving
from the University to program the building.
The programming phase
will be completed in February
2010 and a “cost determination” phase is scheduled from
February 2010 to September
2010, according to a document distributed at November’s Faculty Senate meeting.
The last concrete number
provided by the University
was presented in a November 2008 preliminary report
to the Faculty Senate, which
stated the science center
could cost between $180 million and $270 million without
equipment.
Other universities who
have built academic buildings with Ballinger have
spent
similar
amounts.
Brown University opened
the Sidney E. Frank Hall for
Life Sciences in October 2006
for $95 million, but at 169,000
square feet, the project is less
than half the size the proposed SEC will be.
Chairman of the Board of
Trustees W. Russell Ramsey
said in an interview that the
building will be a balance between research and space for
students.
“There has been an exhaustive process with dozens
of meetings going through
the pre-planning and the prepre-planning,” Ramsey said.
“This project has been in
planning for the better part
of two decades, so no, I don’t
have any concern.”
Dean David Dolling of
the School of Engineering
and Applied Science agreed,
saying that while the building will be used for research,
he wants to see more undergraduates partaking in research. He added the entire
school plans on moving its
offices into the new complex.
One of the most outspoken critics of the complex,
economics professor Donald
Parsons, said this project is a
realization of the dreams of a
few administrators but does
not connect with the University at large.
“That group is just convinced that we should be a
science and engineering university and that we should
put all of our money into this
monolithic project,” Parsons
said, referring to some members of the administration and
Board of Trustees. “This just
does not seem like an obvious
thing to do at a University led
by political science, social sciences and political affairs.”
On the lack of a price
tag, Parsons said it was
“unbelievable” the University would be this far into the
project and not have an estimate. He compared it to buying a house and not knowing
the price until you are ready
to move in.
Wilmarth said the main
concerns he has heard is that
the University may be taking
on a project it cannot fund.
“I’m not opposed to the
SEC, I just want it to be done
in a way that is productive
and feasible for the University,” he said. u

Rick Reinhard | GW Media Relations

GW student and Iraq War veteran
Brian Hawthorne testified before
Congress Thursday.

October but, as Hawthorne
pointed out during the testimony, $3,000 covers less
than two months rent in D.C.
Hawthorne said he knows of
veterans who are facing eviction for late payments.

“Landlords don’t care if
they will be paid eventually
by the VA,” Hawthorne said.
“They want their money November 1, December 1, January 1.”
Hawthorne said a problem for veterans is they do
not have someone to contact
in the veterans affairs department, which left them without support when their benefits did not come through.
“How do we take that person and make sure they are
talking to someone besides
1-800-GI-Bill?” he asked.
Before the roundtable,
the subcommittee took suggestions from the panelists
about what steps Congress
and the veterans affairs department must take to ensure veterans get the benefits they need in an easy
and timely manner. Rep.
Stephanie Herseth Sandlin,

D-S.D., the subcommittee's
chairwoman, said the recommendations centered on
prioritizing applications and
processing the applications
for veterans who are immediately enrolling in a university. The other recommendations were using mass media
outreach to connect with
veterans and enhancing the
department's Web site with
interactive features.
The
other
panelists,
who included representatives from different universities and veteran advocacy
groups, discussed the technical issues of benefit certificates, which tell veterans
how much money they will
receive from the government,
the definitions of terms like
semester and quarter, and
the manual system used by
the veterans affairs department to process benefits.

The ranking Republican
member of the Committee on
Veterans Affairs, Steve Buyer,
R-Ind., said the central issue
for veterans is getting them
their benefits on time.
“What good are benefits
if we can’t deliver them in a
timely manner? That’s our
problem and our challenge
at the time,“ Buyer said. u

"Landlords don't care
if they will be paid
eventually by the VA."
Brian Hawthorne
President of GW Veterans
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FUNDRAISING
from p. A1
mark of Johns Hopkins,
Knapp’s former university
and a formidable fundraising powerhouse.
“President’s
Knapp’s
goal is for all deans to have
a very important fundraising agenda,” Ramsey said.
Traditionally,
deans
have not headed fundraising efforts for their schools,
instead relying on the University and the development offices at-large and in
each school to fundraise. At
Johns Hopkins, the academic deans are responsible for
funding their own programs
and each school was practically autonomous, Knapp
said.
“Each of the schools
has to take care of itself. It
doesn’t get resources from
the University,” Knapp said
of Johns Hopkins. “Everything there is much more
school-by-school and much
less for the University as a
whole.”
While about half of the
fundraising from Johns
Hopkins comes from their
medical center, Knapp said
John Hopkins’ fundraising
structure forces their deans
to become “more entrepreneurial.”
The Johns Hopkins model does present disadvantages with interdisciplinary
work - which integrates
knowledge and modes of
thinking from two or more
disciplines like physics and
biology – but Knapp said
he is looking to establish
a “balance” at GW, fusing
Johns Hopkins’s dean-centric model with a “fluidity”
in interdisciplinary work.
Johns
Hopkins
announced in January that
over an eight-and-a-half
year fundraising effort, they
raised $3.7 billion.
The name of the campaign and the amount the
University hopes to raise
have not been decided, but
the academic deans were
told by Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs
Donald Lehman to ready
themselves to spend 40 to 50
percent of their time fundraising, multiple deans said.
This includes meetings with
prospective donors, traveling to alumni events in the
U.S. and abroad and stirring
up interest in GW.
“The deans are really
critical to this process because there is only so much
an individual president can
do,” Knapp said. “It really
takes all of the schools because they’ve all got the programs people care about. If
the deans are not involved,
you’re not going to have the
success we are looking for.”
Historically called capital campaigns, the upcoming efforts would be more
comprehensive, Knapp said,
as he is looking to fund academics, student aid and
capital projects.
“It involves some capital. We do want to increase
the endowment and we do
have some things we want
to build and we do have

some programs we want to
support,” Knapp said. “It’s
all those together that make
up the campaign, and that’s
why we call it comprehensive.”
A concrete timeline has
not been established, Knapp
said, because the details for
the campaign have not been
finalized. In large fundraising campaigns, schools often have a quiet stage where
emissaries for the university meet with prospective
donors to gauge opinions
and support levels. The
quiet phase also allows a
university to raise a significant portion of the goal
before publicly announcing
the campaign. Knapp said
the quiet phase could start
as early as this summer and
would probably last one
year. He imagines the entire
campaign would last “six or
seven years.”
“You’re trying to create
a marriage between what
donors are passionate about
and what the institution
needs,” Knapp said. “People are not going to give
because you say ‘the institution needs this.’ People
are going to give because
you say ‘if we have these
resources, here is something
exciting and important we
can do.’ ”
Deans interviewed by
The Hatchet said they are
excited to help raise the capital that will help improve
their respective schools and
added they expected the
launch of a new fundraising effort with the hiring of
a new president who has a
fundraising background.
Dean of the School of
Business Susan Phillips said
this new campaign would
not affect the new School of
Business dean – Phillips is
stepping down from her position June 30 - as greatly at
it might affect other deans,
because the business school
has been fundraising for
Duques Hall for more than
a decade.
“For me, fundraising is
part of my job as the School
of Business dean,” Phillips
said. “One of my jobs is to
open doors for students and
faculty through fundraising.”
In preparation for the
deans taking a heightened
responsibility in fundraising, School of Engineering
and Applied Science Dean
David Dolling said he has
been working to create new
positions in his school that
will alleviate some of his
academic
responsibilities
so he can focus on fundraising.
Dean Peg Barratt said
she
previously
spent
about 25 percent of her
time fundraising but she
knew when hired for the
dean position that fundraising would be a central
part of her job.
“I came here to do this,”
Barratt said. “It is part of
my commitment to grow the
Columbian College. It is my
dream to make this a better
place, and to that [end] we
need the additional resources this campaign will bring
in.” u
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bags of a substance suspected to be cocaine, about 160
grams of marijuana, a scale,
and plastic baggies, according to police reports and
court documents. Court
filings stated officers also
confiscated a gray safe, a
ledger, multiple pipes, cell
phones, and IDs.
A search warrant filed
in D.C. Superior Court
stated that a Metropolitan
Police Department officer
had probable cause to believe there was marijuana
and other narcotics at the
property, along with “records relating to narcotics
distribution.”
Christopher
Casey,

Reisman’s attorney, said
last month that his client’s
charges “did not stem from
the items” found in one
of the closets. The items –
the safe with 160 grams of
marijuana, scale, $930 cash,
and ledger book – were not
in Reisman’s room, Casey
said. Casey said it was his
understanding that the safe
was located in the closet of
“bedroom 1,” which he said
was Donoghue’s. According to a court document, a
wallet with multiple IDs
for Donoghue was found in
bedroom 1.
Gregory Lattimer, Cobert’s attorney, said Friday
that he does not believe
there is any credible evidence of wrongdoing on
Cobert’s part. Since the
raid, Cobert has moved out

of the townhouse, Lattimer
confirmed, saying because
of his living arrangements
he was “caught in this net.”
“That was an environment he did not wish to be
in,” Lattimer said.
“I’m very confident
when the evidence is in it
will be clear that he had
nothing to do with any
wrongdoing,” Lattimer said
of Cobert.
On Nov. 6 – before
charges had been levied –
Dubin’s attorney, Howard
Katzoff, said in an e-mail
that Dubin was not involved
in any drug dealing.
“The target of the search
and investigation was from
the other unit [in the townhouse] – not my client’s...
All evidence relating to
suspected drug dealing ac-

tivities came from the other
unit – not my client’s,” Katzoff said.
Dubin was also listed
in court filings as living at
a different location than the
townhouse – the same address as Cobert’s new residence – but Katzoff could
not be reached for comment
Friday afternoon.
David Benowitz, the attorney for Perales, declined
to comment on the case Friday.
Perales, Cobert, and
Dubin also declined to
comment Friday. Reisman
and Donoghue did not return requests for comment
for this article, and Brian
Shaughgnessy, Donoghue’s
attorney, also did not return
a request for comment over
the weekend. u
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Homelessness

Funding issues cause concern for shelters
by amy d'onofrio and
gabrielle bluestone
Hatchet Editors
As the weather gets colder, homeless shelters in the
city are in higher demand,
but some homeless providers have said funding issues
have made their financial future uncertain.
In September, Mayor
Adrian Fenty's administration cut $12 million from
the city's homeless services
budget, much to the chagrin of homeless supporters
and nonprofit organizations
around the District, The
Washington Post reported.
After homeless advocates
decried the cuts, the Fenty
Administration promised to
ensure enough beds would
be available for the homeless population. Still, Scott
Schenkelberg, director of
Miriam's Kitchen, said his
organization is still chalmichelle rattinger | assistant photo editor lenged with a "lack of reMichele is one of 31 women living in the Luther Place Night Shelter at N sources."
Street Village. The financial future of the N Street village is uncertain.
Schenkelberg cited the

2008 closing of the Franklin
Shelter, a historic former
school at 13th and K streets
that had previously held up
to 250 men, as a blow to the
homeless population, and
said he thought it might be
part of a push to keep the
homeless out of downtown
D.C. In addition, Rachael's
Women's Center, a downtown shelter that has provided a street outreach program in the past, will not
be able to run the program
this year due eliminated
funding, according to the
Post.
An increased number of
men and women now seek
help at Miriam’s Kitchen, a
shelter on 24th and G streets
that provides meals and social services to the homeless,
he said.
“The biggest need is for
more downtown services,”
Schenkelberg said. “[The
closing of the Franklin Shelter] means people have to go
to extreme distances to come
here.”

Counting the number of
homeless is a perennial challenge but, according to Fannie Mae’s Help the Homeless
Program, more than 12,000
people in the Washington
metropolitan area are living
without homes.
“Since the 2008 economic
crisis we’ve found the number has spiked up. There’s an
increase in family homelessness, which is now at a 10
percent rise,” said Neil Donovan, the executive director
for the National Coalition
for the Homeless. “The gains
that we found in 2006 and
2007 in individual homelessness has now been erased by
the economy.”
The issue becomes more
pertinent as hypothermia
season – which runs from
Nov. 1 to March 31 sets in.
Kristyn Carrillo, an Elliott School graduate and the
manager of residential support services at the N Street
Village, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping
homeless women, said the

future of her shelter ’s budget
is unclear.
“We are somewhat lucky
that we have a smaller portion of our funding that
comes from public funding.
In that sense [budget cuts]
may or may not affect us as
much as some other folks,"
Carrillo said. “It’s a little unclear right now exactly what
the outcome is going to be of
the cuts.”
Timothy Kane, the director of GW’s Office of Community Service, said Miriam’s Kitchen – which is able
to operate due to a wealth of
volunteers – is just one organization working with the
homeless that attracts GW
students.
“The Office of Community Service offers continuous and regular service
opportunities with organizations that deal with the issue of hunger, homelessness
and poverty through one of
our programs, Neighbors
Project,” Kane said in an
e-mail. u
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Students blog for admissions, but posts go unnoticed
Few comments
made from
readers
by matt rist
Senior Staff Writer
Each year, GW selects a
handful of undergraduate
students to write blog posts
on the undergraduate admissions blog, an unedited
forum in which bloggers
are paid to write about their
daily life at the University.
Yet despite a recent revamp
of the admissions and University Web sites, the frequent blog posts draw few,
if any, comments from readers.
Over the past few
years, universities across
the country have turned to
admissions blogs to give
incoming students a more
accurate picture of campus
life. Since 2008, the Office
of Undergraduate Admissions has paid a half dozen

students to write blog posts
about the reality of college
life.
“We tell them to write
about their day to day lives
inside and outside the classroom,” Executive Dean for
Undergraduate Admissions
Kathryn Napper said in
an e-mail. “We do not assign specific topics for the
bloggers to write about. We
know that the experiences
of our current students are
of paramount importance in
our recruitment strategy.”
Napper said the bloggers are compensated for
their work, though she declined to say how much
they were paid. An e-mail
obtained by The Hatchet,
sent from an assistant admissions director to a blogger applicant, said students
were paid $10 per post and
up to $100 per month. Senior Jamie Ramacciotti, one
of the student bloggers, said
the compensation was not a
factor for her writing.
“They encourage us to
be as honest as possible,”
said Ramacciotti, who has

been blogging since her
sophomore year. “Obviously we remember that we are
representing the University
so we want to cast it in a
good light, but they want us
to be as candid as possible
[about] what it’s like to be a
student at GW every day.”
Recent blog topics have
ranged from “Choosing a
Major” to “Turkey Day, College Style,” in which blogger “Abby” shared her Colonial Thanksgiving plans.
“When you are away
from your home and your
family, GW becomes home
and your friends become
your family, so why not celebrate together?” she said
in the post. “We all cook or
buy something to contribute to the meal, and we go
all out. I’m talking turkey,
mashed potatoes, stuffing,
sweet potatoes, green been
casserole - the works.”
But unlike schools like
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology – where blog
posts are prominently displayed on the front page of
its admissions Web site –

the GW Admissions Student
Blog is at least two clicks
away from the admissions
home page.
“I feel that the blogs
should be more prominently displayed on the Web
site,” GW undergraduate
applicant Kevin Barry said
in an e-mail. “When scrolling down on the admissions
Web site, I don’t tend to notice the small box at the bottom for GW blogs. The link
is under a title called ‘GW
Interactive.’ I think that
many applying students,
like myself, would not be
compelled to click on that
for the sole reason that they
have no idea what it is.”
And the recent revamp
of the undergraduate admissions blogs seems to have
gone unnoticed. Unlike the
viral MIT blog posts, which
draw as many as 100 comments each week, the GW
blog posts have not received
any comments from readers
since the first post at its new
home on a blogspot page
linked from the admissions
Web site.

Chris Gregory | Hatchet staff photographer

Senior Jamie Ramacciotti

Despite the dearth of
comments,
Ramacciotti
said she was optimistic that
comments from readers will
come in time.
“We’re hoping that it
will become more interactive,” she said.
Ramacciotti said that regardless of the blog’s placement on the Web site, interested students still read the
posts.

“Obviously since I’m
writing the blog I would
love for it to be front and
center because I’d love everyone to read what I’m
writing,” Ramacciotti said.
“I think students who are
really interested in GW and
want to hear about current
students will be able to find
it and find it really valuable.”
Alexandra Niakani, another potential GW undergraduate, said she only noticed the blog after receiving
questions about it from The
Hatchet, but was very interested in keeping up with
comments from students.
“If I had known about
them, I think I would have
read them, because reading
them now makes me want
to be a GW student even
more,” Niakani said in an
e-mail. “The topics are fun
and we get to see GW from
a different perspective, the
student, rather than the
admissions people or the
people who are supposed to
tell you all the great things
about GW.” u
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What to get every person on your list
the game.

The BFF

Girls: Get her the newest Marc Jacobs
perfume, Lola, to help with the boys. It's
around $48 for the 1-ounce bottle with an
adorable floral cap (www.sephora.com).
Guys: Get him an engraved flask with his

nickname on it (no matter how obscene).
It’ll keep your inside joke alive every
weekend. For around $20 you can get
an engraved 6-ounce flask (www.eflask.
com).

Significant other

Boyfriend: Tickets to his favorite sports

team. Even if they are cheap tickets,
you’ll be the one he’s looking at most of

Girlfriend: A cute wristlet with a picture

of the two of you inside and a note – it's
not as serious as jewelry can be and she’ll
have it with her everywhere, just like
your heart. You can splurge for a wristlet
from Coach for around $98 (www.coach.
com), or go the cheaper but still stylish
route with a zip ID case from Vera Bradley for only $10 (www.verabradley.com).

The Parents

slot picture frame (www.target.com).

Dad: DVD set of his favorite TV show – Curb

Hey, it could help with those last participation points – make him or her some easy
homemade cookies or, if you’re really ambitious, get a $10 gift card to a cool D.C. bookstore like Politics & Prose.

Mom: A cute purse from Etsy.com, which
carries all handmade purses, so she knows
you think she’s super-stylish and unique.
Your Enthusiasm, Arrested Development,
Lost, Seinfeld. Check out www.amazon.com
for any boxed set.

Grandparents

General friend
A mix CD never fails... pick a theme (like
a future road trip) and pick some songs
you both can enjoy. It's cheap but still
shows you put some thought into the
gift.

A collage frame – Multiple picture frames all
held together as one. Put a picture of each of
their grandchildren in the slots and, if you’ve
got the resources, make it double - a picture
of each grandchild as a child and each one
as they are now. For $20, Target has an eight-

Favorite professor

Boyfriend/Girlfriend’s parents

If you’re not going to be with them on the
actual holiday, send them a gift basket from
Harry & David. For $40 you can give them a
three-tiered gift box tower filled with chocolates, cookies, truffles, and more. It’s sophisticated and easy, and shows them you’re a
quality catch (www.harryanddavid.com).

- Hadas Gold

Ten gifts under $10 for this holiday season
3
7

At the end of the semester, with Colonial Cash

dwindling and debit cards running dry, it’s hard
for us to feel in the spirit of giving for the holi-

days. As many of us have exhausted whatever
mommy-money rations we had back in October, here is a list of 10 gifts under $10 for a fun,
but budget-conscious holiday season.
–Christian Ewing

1

Let her express herself!

GW’s most
convenient
ladies’ clothing
store, Expressions
at 2000 Penn, offers a wealth of
exciting
clothing and accessory options. For
a limited time,
their faux-pearl
earrings and dangling jewel earrings are on sale for $10 or
less. Your mother, sister, girlfriend, or other special lady
won’t ever guess you paid with your GWorld!
Expressions
2000 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
www.expressionsfashion.net

2

Tea?

Ve n t u r e
out near
the White House
or Dupont for
a unique café
experience
at
one of Teaism’s
two close-campus locations.
Choose from a
more modern
style of stackable tea cups priced at $7 each or a richly detailed terracotta mug priced at $10 for the folks back home.
Teaism
(Near the White House)
800 Connecticut Ave. NW
(Near Dupont Circle)
2009 R St. NW
www.teaism.com

Mirror, Mirror.

While you’re out at Dupont, take a look in Lou
Lou, a ladies’ accessory store.
If you’re on a tight budget,
look past the scarves and
purses (cute as they are) and
take a moment to reflect with
a clasp mirror at $5. Clasped
like a wallet, this two-face
mirror is protected by colorful leather with rich embroidered details.

4

Keep up with change.

5

Books, books, books!

Every girl hates losing change in the bottom of her
purse. Also at Lou Lou, invest in a fun-size beaded or
embroidered change purse, both under $10.
Lou Lou
1601 Connecticut Ave. NW
(202) 588-0027

With first semester winding
down, you want to
make sure your parents
see you’ve learned a
thing or two since you
left home this summer.
Pick up something intellectual at Bartleby’s
Bookshop or Bridge St.
Books (where discount novels go as low at $5) for Mom and
Dad, or Grandma and Grandpa, to show how smart you are.
Bartleby’s Books
1132 29th St. NW
www.bartlebysbooks.com
Bridge St. Books
2814 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
www.bridgestreetbooks.com

6

What about our “best friends?”

I know I’ve
got several
friends of the fourleggedvarietyback
home expecting to
be spoiled when
I return. Stop by
the Georgetown
Pet Boutique to
browse adorable
selections of pet
clothes, and maybe grab a bag of gourmet doggy treats or a
porcelain water bowl, both for under $10!
Georgetown Pet Boutique
2910 M St. NW
www.georgetownpetboutique.com

Anyone got a sweet tooth?

Don’t make the
sad mistake of
leaving GW without trying a cupcake
from
Georgetown
Cupcake. Spread the
love with nationwide
shipping. Cupcakes
start at $2.75 a piece.
If you’re really on a
budget, I recommend
ordering online at
georgetowncupcake.
com to avoid buying
one for yourself!

8

Take note.

9

Spread a little love,
wisdom, peace...

Georgetown Cupcake
1209 Potomac St. NW
www.georgetowncupcake.com

We’ve all seen those hipster artists and thinkers sitting
aside, sipping tea and scribbling mysterious nothings in
their Moleskine notebooks. To get the same legendary journal
at more than 75 percent off in pocket-size, invest in the Moleskine’s little-brother notebook for $5.95 at Paper Source in
Georgetown.

Who is a better ambassador of holiday charm than
the Buddha himself? Well,
maybe Santa Claus, but bear
with me. For $2.75 each, Paper Source offers 1.5-inch
stylized Buddhas each representing either love, faith,
happiness, harmony, peace,
or wisdom. Pick them up for
friends back home as little
reminders of the important
things.

10

Paper Source
3019 M St. NW
www.paper-source.com

Get a little unique.

Fred Flare is a great Web site
with some of the most unique
gifts around. They have a whole under-$10 section, from cupcake floss to
a harmonica necklace. One of the best,
though, is the candy cane shot glass. With
some chocolate-flavored vodka, these $9
shot glasses will make the best peppermint patty shot.
www.fredflare.com
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Pecan pralines

~ Makes around 16 ~

s 1 cup pecan halves
s 2 tablespoons
butter
s 1 ½ teaspoons
vanilla extract

Special equipment: Candy thermometer and
parchment paper

1. Combine sugars and evaporated milk over
medium heat in deep sauce pan, stirring occasionally to make sure it doesn’t bubble over. Set
candy thermometer in pan, and cook until the
thermometer reads 228 degrees.
2. Add pecans and butter, stir until butter melts.
Continue cooking until thermometer reaches
232 degrees.
3. Remove from heat and stir in vanilla. Allow
to cool until mixture loses some of its gloss; stir
occasionally.
4. Spoon mixture with large soup spoon onto
parchment paper. Let cool for half hour.
5. Either place on holiday plate or, for a little extra touch, cut parchment paper into squares, and
wrap pralines individually and tie with a ribbon.

Holiday brownies

~ Makes 12 large brownies ~
Put aside the boxed mix and delight your friends
and family with homemade brownies. Add a little
confectioner's sugar on top with a holiday design!

2. Melt butter. Add the cocoa and sugar in a large
bowl and combine with butter. Add eggs and vanilla, stir again.
3. Add flour and salt.
4. Pour into greased pan and bake for 40-50 minutes.
5. Let cool completely, at least for a half hour, before adding patterned confectioner's sugar on top.
To create a design, cut out a stencil of your choice.
These can easily be found online.

Homemade hot chocolate mix
~ Serves one ~

Everyone loves hot chocolate, and this makes it easier
for everyone to enjoy.
s 1 cup heavy cream
s 1 cup semi-sweet
chocolate (or any
kind of chocolate
you like)

s ½ tsp vanilla
extract
s ¾ cup
unsweetened cocoa
powder

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease pan with

either butter or vegetable oil. Set aside.

INGREDIENTS

Food Prepared by Remy tumin | Food columnist
Photos taken by Anne Wernikoff | Assistant photo editor

s 1 cup brown sugar
s 1 cup granulated
sugar
s ½ cup evaporated
milk

INGREDIENTS

You don’t have
Remy Tumin
to go overboard
this holiday season
Food Columnist
to give a great gift.
Food is one thing
on everyone’s wish list. Make these tasty
treats, wrap them up with a little extra
love, and they’ll disappear in minutes.

INGREDIENTS

The gift of sugar, flour and a lot of love

s 3 tbsp cocoa powder
s 2 tbsp sugar
s 2 large marshmallows

1. Combine all ingredients and place in paper bag.

Staple bag closed and add following instructions on a
tag: Add contents to one cup of hot milk.

Out with the new and in with the old
by Hallie Mindell
Fashion Columnist
A cute shirt, necklace or
purse is always a great gift
option. But how are you going to prevent your friend
from looking like every other
girl walking down M Street?
Take a chance, go against the
flow and show your friends
this holiday season how
special they are to you. Get
them a one-of-a-kind piece
from a boutique outside of
your usual realm of stores
by hitting up some thrift or
vintage shops. These little
gems have great mixes of
vintage clothing, shoes, accessories, designs from local artists and even stuff for
guys. Here are a few of our
picks that take you outside
the GW bubble.

Meeps Vintage
Meeps Vintage Fashionette is one of D.C.’s oldest
and highly acclaimed vintage shops, located in Adams
Morgan since 1992. Meeps
has been awarded D.C.’s
Best Vintage Store by the
Washington City Paper for
two years in a row. Its quirky
name comes from the founding owner’s grandmother,
and the idea of presenting

the best wearable vintage
fashions is still top priority
today. Meeps offers clothes
for both men and women,
including accessories, costumes and handmade items
from local designers. Prices
range from $10 to $100.
Meeps is a true vintage store;
expect to spend time browsing through all the racks in
search of something that’s
unique and inspiring.
Meeps Vintage Fashionette
2104 18th St. NW

Treasury
Treasury is a concept
boutique on U Street that
offers an eclectic mix of
clothes, shoes and trinkets
from estate sales, road trips
and auctions. This shop just
opened its doors this past
summer. Treasury is a bit
smaller, but the cozy atmosphere and meticulously designed space makes it very
welcoming. Everything is
amazingly affordable, from
the clothing to the accessories. You can find a great pair
of chunky gold earrings for
five dollars, or beaded long
necklaces and cool stretchy
belts that add an edge to any
sweater.
Treasury
1843 14th St. NW

Treasury
Junction
Junction, also on U
Street, is a basement-level store cheerfully decorated in orange, reds and
whites with what looks
like doodles as part of the
wallpaper. Junction won
The Express’ 2009 Best
Vintage Store award, and
every item is handpicked
by owner Shannan Fales.
Sprinkled among the vintage items are some handmade items by local crafts
people. There are two racks
of menswear and among all
the great finds are unique
items like old typewriters
and kitchenware.
Junction
1510 U St. NW

Rachel krausman | Hatchet photographer

Meeps Vintage
Marie Mcgrory | Hatchet phogorapher

D.C. vintage stores are a great
place to buy one-of-a-kind holiday gifts for your friends that
can range from the inexpensive
to the luxury.

Junction
Francis Rivera | Hatchet Photographer
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Skip the shopping: DIY gifts do the trick
Scented sugars

Materials needed:
s Granulated sugar
s Aromatic edibles: Scented geranium leaves, rose petals, orange or
lemon peel, vanilla beans
s Glass jar with a tightly sealing lid
Layer granulated sugar with aromatic edibles like scented geranium
leaves, rose petals, orange and lemon
peel (first set out for a day to dry), or
vanilla beans. Mix small batches and
let them sit for a few days in tightly
sealed jars while the scents infuse
the sugar. One jar or a trio makes an
unusual present for whomever you
think could use a little sweetness.
Source: Martha Stewart

bottle cap.

s Glue sealer (such as Mod Podge)

age to the inside of cap - make sure
the image is smooth and there are no
air bubbles or wrinkles.
3. Place a little glue on top of the image, smooth, and let dry.
4. Cover image with EnviroTex, or
varnish and let cure for 24 hours
(make sure you follow the directions
on the label).
5. Using the glue gun, attach the
magnet to the bottle cap.
Source: AZ Central Online

1. Paste pictures onto the borders of
the frame like you would a collage.
2. Allow to dry.
3. Use the paintbrush to spread the
sealer all over the frame, even coating the edges. This gives your frame
a shiny finish and seals the collage.
4. Allow to dry.

2. Using the white glue, adhere im-

Fleece pillows

the fringe.
2. Make 1-inch-wide, 2-3-inch-long
cuts on the edges of the fleece to create the fringe.
3. Repeat with the other color.
4. Place the two swatches on top of
each other, lining up the pieces of
fringe.
5. Double knot the ends together.
Continue all the way around, leaving
one side open.
6. Stuff the pillow, and finish tying
the fringe to close.

Hangover kit

Collaged frame

Bottle cap magnets
Materials needed:
s Metal bottle caps from soda or beer
bottles
s Photographs or photocopied images, magazine pictures, comic book
pictures, etc.
s White glue
s Round magnets
s Hot glue gun (with hot glue stick)
s EnviroTex Lite or Ultra Glo varnish
kit (includes varnish and hardener
and can be found at craft stores), or
other clear, non-yellowing sealant

1. Cut your image(s) to fit inside the

For penny-pinching college
students who are stressing about
finals, holiday gift-giving often becomes one extra pressure in their
already time-crunched lives. Added to that, most of the holidays fall
during finals or when students go
home for winter break, so traditional gift-giving among students
can be pretty rare.
That is the case for first-year
graduate student Nicolas Worden.
In the past few years for Worden
and his friends the chief criterion
for determining the worth of a
gift was not the amount of money
spent on it. Instead it was the comedic value the gift provides.
“The gifts we gave weren’t really serious because, number one,
we all knew we didn’t have money
and, number two, we all appreciated the humor in it,” Worden said.
But refraining from giving
gifts didn’t take away their holi-

by Kira Brekke
Hatchet Reporter
A lot of people say “It’s the
thought that counts” when it comes
to gifts. But let’s be real, that’s only
said when you are disappointed that
your Porsche-driving, three-facelifted grandma just gave you another
multi-colored Christmas sweater to
add to your collection of unwearables. While you can’t force Grandma
to stop giving you those itchy presents, you can use this as a lesson to
try and make the gifts you give the
gift of an experience.

Skydiving

Materials needed:
s Plain picture frame (preferably one
with wide edges)
s Pictures cut from magazines
s Glue stick
s Paint brush

Materials needed:
s One yard of fleece in two different
colors
s Scissors
s Ruler
s Premade pillow or cotton stuffing

1. Measure the desired amount of
one color of fleece (i.e. how big you
would like the pillow to be), adding
2-3 inches onto each side to allow for

Assemble: Travel packs of ibuprofen, vitamin multipack, PeptoBismol, or Alka-Seltzer; powdered
sports drink and water bottle; sanitary hand wipes; condom; six-pack
of crackers; breath mints in a cute
pouch.

To give or not to give?

by Andrea Vittorio
Hatchet Reporter

The gift
of
experience

day spirit. Instead, for Worden and
his roommates, these kinds of gifts
were still satisfying.
“I don’t know if there’s like
some kind of real etiquette for it,
but as far as roommates go, we
didn’t really expect gifts, we expected jokes. And that was more
than enough for our Christmas,”
he said.
Worden’s experience is emblematic of the trend among students to turn away from traditional gift-giving and find other ways
to express holiday cheer among
friends. For those at GW, holiday
parties and gag gifts are among the
top ways to express their holiday
affections.
Another way to remain connected to the spirit of the holidays without going overboard
on spending is to give something
homemade.
“College students don’t have
money. I can’t go out and buy
everyone a gift,” said sophomore
Jaclyn Escudero, who is opting

–Ann Bates

to create handcrafted cards and
scrapbooks for her friends this
year.
But perhaps it was sophomore
Aly Arbron who found the most
creative way to save money during the holiday season. Arbron
plans to spend on gifts, but she is
financing it with money she earns
from GW for taking notes for students in need.
“I’m the notetaker for my economics class, so I’m getting $100
from the bookstore at the end of
the semester, so my friends are
pretty much getting stuff from the
bookstore,” she said.
For those with significant others, gift-giving practices are no so
easily categorized.
“I’m kind of a fan of less materialistic things, partly because I’m
so bad at picking gifts,” sophomore
Nate Perkins said about shopping
for his girlfriend. “I like putting
Anne wernikoff | Assistant Photo Editor
together a fun experience instead
of going to the store and buying a Instead of traditional gifts, many students are
giving the gift of a holiday party instead.
simple present.” u

This may seem a little far-fetched,
but try something new. Check out
ww.skydiveorange.com, the Web site
for a skydiving service in Northern Virginia that offers GW students $15 off
their first jump.

Dance classes
Cha-cha! Instead of just watching
reruns of “Dancing with the Stars,” find
the nearest dance studio and give the
gift of a salsa dancing class. Joy of Motion by the Naval Observatory offers
tons of dance classes (salsa, flamenco,
hip-hop and more) every day of the
week with a drop-in class fee of $17. It’s
a great gift idea for that special guy or
girl.
2201 Wisconsin Ave. NW
(202) 362-3042
www.joyofmotion.org

Cooking classes
The best way to anyone’s heart is
through his or her stomach, but only if
the food is edible. CulinAerie, a culinary
school located just blocks from campus,
offers a wide range of cooking classes
every day of the week, including couples cooking classes. They have over 20
instructors specializing in various cuisines ready to teach you all you need to
know. Although classes are a little pricey
(around $80), think of it as a class and a
meal in one!
1131 14th St. NW
(202) 587-5674
www.culinaerie.com
The Web site www.xperiencedays.
com offers every imaginable experience
gift around, from helicopter rides to glass
blowing classes across the country.

SportsAthletes help AIDS education

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com
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In Brief

Colonials return to
winning ways at BB&T

The men’s basketball team’s
81-69 win over Navy is not likely to trigger any sort of shift in
the course of the program, but
it marked the team’s first win
in three years at an event that
helped propel it to the national
stage earlier this decade.
From 2004 through 2006, the
Colonials went undefeated at
the BB&T Classic, knocking off
four power-conference opponents in three years and helping
make a name for itself on the
college basketball scene.
Along with Maryland, GW
is one of the original co-hosts
of the event, which began in
1995 and was originally played
as a four-team, two-day tournament that attracted marquee
opponents for the two local
schools. The Colonials upset
No. 9 Michigan State and No.
12 Maryland in 2004 – the last
year of the tournament format
– and beat the Terrapins again
the next year, when they were
ranked 21st in the country.
GW knocked off Virginia
Tech the following year in 2006,
but lost to Auburn and Maryland at the BB&T the last two
seasons.
The Colonials are now 1312 all-time in the event, which
benefits the District’s Children’s Charities Foundation. It
was conceptualized and organized by CCF Chairman Peter
B. Teeley and Washington Post
sportswriter John Feinstein,
who works as a television commentator during the telecast.
“It’s right in line with our university’s mission overall,” head
coach Karl Hobbs said. “We feel
very honored just to be a part
of it.”
The event, which includes a
black-tie gala the night before
what is now a double-header of
games, has raised approximately
$8 million in its 15 years.
“We all know these are
tough economic times, but the
support has been just unbelievable,” Hobbs said. “It’s just a
great thing for GW to be a part
of.”

UPCOMING GAMES
Women's basketball
vs. Marshall
Smith Center
Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Men's basketball
vs. Providence
Smith Center
Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Number crunch
The total number
of points men's
basketball senior
Damian
Hollis
scored in GW's
last two games,
wins over George
Mason and Navy. His 25 points
against George Mason tied his
career high, set last February
against Charlotte.

43

Last Word
“We need home cooking. We
need to come back home and
put on a good performance
against Marshall and get back
on the winning road."
- Women's basketball head
coach Mike Bozeman after his
team's 62-43 loss at Auburn
Saturday.

by kara dunford
Hatchet Staff Writer
Tennis balls with “HIV” printed in red letters were passed behind the backs of student athletes
and D.C. middle school students,
while chants of “find the ball”
echoed through the Athletic Director’s Club in the Smith Center
last Tuesday. As the chants subsided, the game participants would
try to guess who on the opposing team had the ball. Sometimes
there would be a lucky guess, but
more often than not, the participants could not tell who was left
with the tennis ball.
The lesson: You can’t tell if
someone has HIV by simply looking at them.
The game was part of the graduation ceremony of students from
grades five through eight from
nine D.C. schools who participated in the Grassroots Project, a
program through which Division
I athletes educate middle school
students about HIV/AIDS.
The Grassroots Project, which
includes the Grassroot Hoyas
and the Grassroot Colonials, was
started by Georgetown graduate
student Tyler Spencer, a men’s
rower. Spencer worked in southern Africa teaching soccer players how to be AIDS educators
through a program with De Beers
diamond mines. In response to
what he learned while in Africa,
Spencer started the Grassroots
Project upon returning to D.C.,
utilizing what he called the “untapped resource” of Division I
athletes.
After a successful pilot semester at Georgetown, Spencer
reached out to GW athletes, who
responded favorably to the idea
of participating in the project.
Grassroot Colonials was started
this fall.
Throughout the eight-week
program, the athletes educate students on key messages and facts
about HIV/AIDS through games
and activities. The “head-fake
learning” approach allows the
students to take in the messages
in a more effective way.
In addition to using games to
teach important lessons, the athletes give the students nicknames

Erin Ogunkeye | Hatchet Photographer

Sophomore rower Jake Miner participates in last week's Grassroots Project event
at the Smith Center. The group helps educate middle schoolers about HIV/AIDS.
to make the learning environment
fun, said junior cross country runner Zach Borenstein, whose nickname is “Crunch Wrap.”
“The nicknames make it more
fun and the kids feel a little more
relaxed,” he said. “They feel like
they’re not really in a school environment even though we are
teaching them things that are really valuable. We do it in a fun
way.”
The Grassroots Project is looking to expand its involvement in
the coming semester. One goal of
the program is to have all five Division I schools in the D.C. metro
area – including American, Howard and Maryland – participate.
Grassroot Colonials is looking
to expand as well. This semester,
20 Colonials athletes participated
in the program. The goal for next
semester is to double that number
to 40 participating athletes.
In addition to AIDS education,
the students learn several life lessons from the athletes whom they
see as role models, said senior
Emily Gower, a women’s soccer
player.
“It’s not just about HIV/AIDS
education,” she said. “We talk
about a lot of things, like building
your support system and making
good decisions and choices in all
of life.”
Borenstein said the program
not only benefited the students,

but the athletes as well.
“I gained a lot of exposure to
different parts of D.C.,” he said.
“What we’re teaching these kids
are thing that we may already
know, but it’s about getting a
chance to understand their stories because they definitely have
experiences that are especially
unique to who we are and where
we come from. It’s a cliché thing
to say, but it is very rewarding.”
At the graduation event,
which took place on World AIDS
Day, students received certificates and T-shirts for successfully
completing the program, as well
as a special surprise: tickets to
the men and women’s basketball
double-header against Howard
on January 2.
Sophomore Jake Miner, a
men’s rower, said that overall,
the program is a great way for
student athletes to be involved in
their community.
“Those are A-10 soccer players.
I was in a national championship
and one of our cross country guys
was in the national championship.
All of a sudden, we’re just hanging
out with kids doing this,” he said.
“That’s a pretty awesome thing.
That’s why Grassroots is innovative because it takes a part of the
college population and uses their
abilities in a whole different way.
No one ever thought about that for
HIV/AIDS education.” u

W. basketball loses fifth straight
by max feinblatt
Hatchet Reporter
The road woes continued for
the GW women’s basketball team
this weekend, as a poor shooting
performance at Auburn Saturday
sent the Colonials to their fifth loss
in a row, all of them coming away
from home.
In the 62-43 loss, the Colonials
(2-5) barely shot 30 percent from
the floor as the Tigers converted
45.5 percent of their shots. GW did
feature three double-digit scorers,
led by sophomore Tiana Myers’ 15
points, but used only eight players in the game due to injuries.
Despite GW’s meager bench, head
coach Mike Bozeman does not believe that now is the time to quit.
“It’s not time to feel sorry for
ourselves,” he said. “It’s time to
buckle up and start applying some
of these lessons that we’re learning.”
Bozeman spoke of lessons the
team was learning in practice and
during real games, as their injuries have slowed the growth of
the team but have also given way
for younger players to make their
mark.
“We’re just really banged up,”
he said. “People may not realize this, but this was supposed
to be [injured redshirt junior] Ivy

Abiona’s breakout year... We don’t
have the luxury of bringing [the
freshmen] along slowly because of
the numbers situation.”
In addition to Myers scoring
15 points, freshman forwards ShiHeria Shipp and Megan Nipe, who
came off the bench, each put in 10.
Meanwhile, sophomore forward/
guard Tara Booker was taken out
of the starting lineup and managed just five points on two-of-11
shooting in 34 minutes. She also
had four turnovers.
Despite the 19-point win,
Auburn committed 26 turnovers
compared to GW’s 24, and coach
Bozeman believes the game was
won due to GW’s miscues rather
than Auburn’s successes.
“In all due respect to Auburn,
it wasn’t as much Auburn as it
was us,” he said. “If you look
at the box score, they scored the
same amount of points in each
half. It wasn’t that they were doing anything better, it was just that
we were playing better in the second half.”
GW took 56 shots from the
field, and Bozeman acknowledged
that not all of them were exactly
what he wanted to see.
“One area where you need to
transition from high school to college is taking a real shot,” he said.
“All of them count that go above

"It's time to buckle up
and start applying some
of these lessons that
we're learning."
Mike Bozeman
Women's basketball head coach
the rim, but all of them aren’t good
shots.”
After being on the road since
Nov. 22, the team is looking forward to coming back home to play
six out of their next seven games
in Foggy Bottom.
“These guys have to learn on
the run and our schedule hasn’t
been very inviting for that,” Bozeman said. “It’s not like we’re playing cupcakes and we’re blowing
games. This is the meat of our
schedule.”
“We need home cooking,” he
said. “We need to come back home
and put on a good performance
against Marshall and get back on
the winning road.”
The Marshall game, GW’s
next, is scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Smith Center. u

BBALL
from p. A1
with double-digit scoring
averages and have now finished as the team’s top two
scorers in five of their seven
games.
Hollis, who was named
the Atlantic 10 Co-Player of
the Week Sunday, had his
strong shooting carry over
from last week’s 25-point
performance against George
Mason, knocking down a
number of long jump shots
from only a step or two inside the three-point line.
He attributed his recent hot
streak to an increase in practice reps, as well as his teammates.
“My players get me open
for shots like 99 percent of
the time,” he said. “I think
there was just one play
where I had to kind of get
my own shot, but besides
that I just basically depend
all on our players to get me
shots.”
Kromah’s
game-high
five steals, on the other
hand, helped him spark
some scoring of his own.
The first-year guard scored
three times after forcing a
Navy turnover, displaying
the pesky defensive acumen that has him leading
the team in steals so far this
season with 18.
That same aggression,
however, put Kromah in
early foul trouble, picking
up his third infraction with
a little less than three minutes left in the first half.
Head coach Karl Hobbs left
Kromah in the game for
more than two minutes before removing him, though,
and even started him in the
beginning of the second
half, seemingly a display of
faith in his team’s youngest
player.
“He has a very high basketball IQ,” Hobbs said of
Kromah. “He’s a very precocious young man. He really
understands how to play.”
“We needed his ballhandling at that time and
that’s why we had to keep
him in the game,” he added.
“And also, he has that ability to make a big shot and
so I thought he really did a
terrific job at not getting any
silly fouls that young guys
tend to do.”
Johnson was next on
the team in scoring with 12
points, a new career-high for
the freshman, while sophomores Tony Taylor and Aaron Ware each added nine
points of their own. Senior
Hermann Opoku chipped
in a career-best eight points
to go with five rebounds off
the bench, once again displaying the sort of depth
that has characterized GW
this season.
With freshmen regulars
Bryan Bynes and David
Pellom, as well as injured
classmate Daymon Warren,
suspended for the game for
violating a team rule, the
Colonials needed contributions all around.
“I think we’ve got guys
that, night in and night out,
are gonna give us eight, 10
points, but we need like
six, seven guys to do that,”
Hobbs said. “Hopefully
that’ll continue to happen
for us.”
Wednesday, GW will host
Providence, the first Big East
team to visit the Smith Center since the Friars did so in
2000. The game is scheduled
for a 7 p.m. start. u

Swim teams lose in second home meet
by Saira Thadani
Hatchet Reporter
Though they wore pink swimsuits and caps as part of a breast
cancer awareness promotion, the
special outfits didn’t prove to be
lucky for GW’s men’s and women’s
swim teams as they both fell to Old
Dominion Saturday at the Smith
Center.
The losses to the Monarchs, by a
108-89 margin for the men and 11277 for the women, didn’t weaken
the Colonials’ spirits. They still “got
up for every swim and supported
teammates in the water,” freshman
swimmer Paige Dingess said.
GW got off to a strong start with
a victory in the women’s medley
relay, but Old Dominion took first
place in the next 15 events until
senior Cissey Ye edged freshman
teammate Sameer Al Bitar to win
the women’s 500-yard freestyle with
a time of 5:29.39.
Colonials took first place in
the final five events after Ye’s win,
but their grand total of 166 points
wasn’t enough to claim victory for
either team.
“We just swam a three-day
meet the previous weekend, and
with finals just around the corner, it

Anne Wernikoff | assistant photo editor

Senior Cissey Ye swims butterly in Saturday's meet against Old Dominion.
Ye won the 500-yard freestyle race, one of seven GW event wins.
is a very busy time in the semester,”
women’s captain Katrina Timlin
said. “I think that despite all these
external factors, people were able to
have some fast swims.”
Timlin praised Dingess for helping the team get a good start with
her time of 25.47 in the women’s
200-yard medley relay.
Freshmen on the men’s side

continued strong starts to their collegiate careers, taking the first four
spots in the 500-yard freestyle event.
Niklas Glenesk won the race, with
Steve Nelson, Stephan Franke and
Duncan Galler finishing second
through fourth, respectively.
Freshman Paolo De Luca won
the men’s 100-yard backstroke, with
Franke and fellow freshman Stan

Malinoski taking second and fourth
place. Junior Andrew Maguire finished third in the event.
“Not only do the freshman boys
help score some points, they all
work together and make the team
a fun group of people to be with,”
Dingess said.
GW’s swim teams have experienced some struggles this year,
but Timlin said she thinks the program will be on the rise in the near
future.
“I think our main disadvantage is our small numbers and our
consistency,” Timlin said. “The
numbers will improve for next
year, as we are looking to bring in
a larger freshman class. I know that
our coaches will use the upcoming
training trip to throw us some very
challenging practices, so I’m sure
we’ll improve.”
The team will travel to Puerto
Rico this winter for a training trip to
prepare for Atlantic 10 competition,
which begins next semester. GW’s
first meet of 2010 will be against
Rhode Island Jan. 15.
“Those meets will give us an
opportunity to show everyone who
GW swimming really is – a team
with talent and spirit,” Dingess
said. u
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floor-to-ceiling closet.
Great storage space
for a studio. Minutes
walk from GW med
school and main
campus. Hardwood
floors in main area.

Tiling in kitchenette.
Amenities:24-hr front
desk, roof deck pool,
fitness room, laundry
on floor, cable ready
and high-speed
internet ready. Near
metro. Contact 215880-2073.
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GRAY
from p. A1
became chairman in 2007.
Now his popularity in recent
polls shows that he could be
D.C.’s next mayor.
Despite recent reports
that question Gray’s ethical
standards – the Washington
Post reported he used official
council stationery last summer to ask for a contribution
from Comcast for the D.C.
Democratic Party, and a company involved in a large, city
development project also did
repairs on his house – data
from a recent poll shows residents would elect Gray over
Mayor Adrian Fenty.
In a poll of 500 likely voters conducted in November,
Lester & Associates found
that 43 percent of likely voters would vote for Gray, with
39 percent for Fenty. The poll
was conducted on behalf of
the Greater Washington D.C.
Metropolitan Labor Council
AFL-CIO, the Post reported.
“We have been considering [running for mayor].

The GW Hatchet

News
There are a couple of polls out
that show us, even though
I’m not even a declared candidate, they show me in front,”
Gray said on Friday.
“I love this city; I was
born and raised here, and I’ve
said to many people: I will do
whatever I think is the best to
move the city forward. So I
think it would be disrespectful not to consider this opportunity, and I am seriously
considering it,” Gray said of
the mayor’s race.
Gray attended D.C. public schools, graduating from
Dunbar High in Northwest
D.C. GW was not his first
choice for college, though.
“I was a good baseball
player. I had three scholarships coming out [of high
school]. But for some reason
my parents – who had never
finished high school – they
wanted me to go to George
Washington University. I never knew why,” he said.
At GW, Gray never got to
play on the University’s baseball team. No African Americans were on GW athletic
teams until his senior year, he
said.

The chairman integrated
in other ways, however. He
joined Tau Epsilon Phi fraternity, becoming the first African-American in a fraternity
at GW, and eventually served
as president for two years.
Gray fondly remembers
one GW professor in particular - Dr. Eva Johnson, who
taught Gray psychology during undergraduate and graduate school.
“She really was like a
second parent to me – she
and her husband didn’t have
children and they would often say, 'You were the son we
never had,' ” he said.
Gray said Johnson and
her husband gave him a lot of
emotional support, and Johnson’s teaching influenced his
career path to help those with
mental retardation.
“It was because of Dr.
Johnson – she was involved
with the Association for Retarded Citizens – and she
steered me in that direction
and it was a great experience,” Gray said.
He started his career
working with the association,
now called The Arc, an or-

ganization of and for people
with mental and developmental disabilities.
In 1991, Mayor Sharon
Pratt Kelly offered him the
position of director of the Department of Human Services
and he accepted, serving four
years. In 1994, he helped to
found the Washington branch
of Covenant House, which is
an organization that works
with homeless and at-risk
youth.
Gray lives in Ward 7 and
before the 2004 election, he
said some people came to
him and asked him to consider running for D.C. Council.
Though he said he had never been in political life, just
around it, he decided to run.
He beat the incumbent in his
first election by 16 percentage points and was sworn in
as chairman just three years
later.
Regardless of the mayoral
election, Gray says he wants
to focus on improving public
education in the District, a
perennial problem.
“One of the things that
has not been done is to bring
together a cohesive and com-

prehensive approach to public education. By that I mean
starting with birth up through
age 24,” he said.
A bill he championed has
now been enacted by the D.C.
Council, creating pre-kindergarten for all children. He’s
working with the University
of the District of Columbia on
the city’s first community college, too.
Back at his alma mater,
Gray praised both President
Emeritus Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and President Steven Knapp for their leadership at GW and credits them
for reaching out to the public
schools in the city, including
the School Without Walls.
Bernard Demczuk, GW’s
assistant vice president for
D.C. relations, has known
Gray for 25 years. They collaborated on advocating for
employees and the mentally
disabled, Demczuk said.
“He’s a highly intellectual, highly compassionate
and highly competent person, who has devoted his life
to public service,” Demczuk
said.
Demczuk praised Gray

for his work as D.C. Council
chairman and for his support
for GW, noting that Gray was
awarded GW’s Distinguished
Alumni Achievement Award.
“He comes to the basketball games and whenever he
gets an opportunity, he comes
to campus,” Demczuk said.
Gray said he loves GW
and the education he received,
reflecting back on his time on
campus and his decision to
stay: “It was a tough experience at GW, but I’m definitely
the better for it,” he said.
“It was significant then,
too, but it feels even more so in
the aftermath when you realize that it was really a process
of breaking down barriers.”
Gray said his desire to
be involved in public service
has driven his career path,
whether it was working with
people with mental disabilities, or becoming chairman of
the D.C. Council.
“I would urge students to
get involved in service projects [and] non-profit organizations in the city, and even
if you don’t stay here and go
back home, you’ll be the better for it.” u

