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Powerful stories and images of the 
death, destruction and despair emerg-
ing from Haiti after the small Caribbean 
country was rocked by a massive earth-
quake last Tuesday have united the GW 
community in efforts to help.

Although University President Ste-
ven Knapp reported “no George Wash-
ington students or employees were in 
Haiti” during the earthquake, more than 
100 students, student organization lead-
ers and some GW administrators joined 
forces in crafting a unified approach to 
fundraising efforts Sunday night at a 
standing-room-only meeting in the Mar-
vin Center Amphitheatre.

“I believe there was hope since the 
first day after the incident,” said Emma 
Thelusme, president of the Caribbean 
Student Association, the student group 

that organized Sunday’s event. “Be-
cause I wasn’t reaching out to anybody 
yet, and all of the sudden there was an 
influx of ‘what can we do, what can we 
do,’ and I was like, 'Why send them all 
to their own paths, why not centralize all 
efforts?' ”

During the meeting, students ne-
gotiated a plan with University admin-
istrators to allow students to donate a 
portion of their Colonial Cash to relief 
efforts in Haiti. Although a date has 
yet to be decided upon, the University 
agreed to help create a program so that 
whenever students swipe their GWorld 
at Marvin Center food venues, they will 
then be prompted to make donations to 
either the American Red Cross or Project 
MediShare – a GW organization offering 
medical relief to Haitians injured in the 
devastating earthquake.

University-wide candlelight vigil 
Tuesday, Jan. 19  5 p.m.
Location: University Yard 

Letter writing and a sample of 
Haitian culture
Wednesday, Jan. 20  7 - 9 p.m.
Location: Multicultural Student Services 
Center

Night at Sesto Senso 
Thursday, Jan. 21  10 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Location: Sesto Senso, 1214 18th St. NW
*$10 to enter after 10 p.m. 20 percent of 
proceeds go to Haiti relief efforts.

Fundraiser party 
Friday, Jan. 22 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 
Location: Marvin Center Third Floor
*$5 to enter. All proceeds go to Haiti relief efforts.

Swipe your GWorld for Haiti 
Date to be determined  
Location: Marvin Center 

How to contact event organizers:
E-mail: gwhands4haiti@gmail.com

ashley-lynn goldstein | hatchet photographer
Student leaders listen to ideas for how their groups can help Haiti relief efforts during a 
meeting Sunday night in the Marvin Center Amphitheatre.

Student groups unite to plan Haiti relief

by rachel Barker and drew spence 
Hatchet Reporters

How to get involved

Students celebrate MLK Day with service Univ. sees
record 
number of 
applicants 

GW received a record-breaking 
20,475 undergraduate applications 
this year, representing an increase of  
3 percent from last year and making 
admission to the University this year 
more competitive than ever, Univer-
sity administrators said this week.

Executive Dean of Undergradu-
ate Admissions Kathryn Napper said 
Monday that applications following 
the Jan. 10 deadline reached 20,475, an 
increase of more than 600 applications 
from last year.

“I’m pleased to report that appli-
cations are up from last year,” Napper 
said in an e-mail. “We have received 
the most ever applications in Univer-
sity history.” 

Napper noted said the only other 
time the University received more 
than 20,000 applications was for the 
fall of 2004 when it had 20,100 appli-
cants.

Following last year’s 2-percent-
yield increase, Senior Vice President 
for Student and Academic Support 

by Matt rist 
Senior Staff Writer

More than 500 
help repaint local 
high school
by Michelle Brown 
Hatchet Reporter

The scene in the halls of Theo-
dore Roosevelt Senior High School 
was one of organized chaos Mon-
day, as more than 500 GW stu-
dents, faculty and staff picked up 
paintbrushes to help refurbish the 
run-down school in the Petworth 
neighborhood of Northwest D.C.

Monday’s event was the big-
gest Martin Luther King Day of 
Service in GW history, with more 
than 1,500 hours of service logged 
and $8,000 in supplies donated 
to help spruce up the halls of the 
public high school.

“After what you’ve done today, 
I feel like I just swiped my Master-
card. It’s priceless,” Principal Adela 
Acosta said. “We’re trying to build 
a culture here. We’re trying to build 
a larger community. It’s not just 
for the kids who come here; it’s 
for the kids who are coming here. 
It’s for the people who live in this 
neighborhood, for high school to be 
ready for their children.”

Inequality is an unfortunate 
theme at Roosevelt Senior High 
School, Acosta said. A privately 
funded charter school is located 
on the third floor of the building, 
with “brand-spanking new” ev-
erything – classroom equipment, 

supplies, even the walls them-
selves – while the rest of the build-
ing is dilapidated and significant-
ly less funded and maintained.

“When our students come in 
tomorrow, and they see the re-
freshing and the revitalization and 
the smell of fresh paint, and every-

thing is cleaned, and our teachers 
go into the teachers' lounge, it’s 
like we are as valuable as the kids 
on the third floor,” Acosta said.

Volunteers participated in 68 
projects, including painting lock-
ers and the hallways; cleaning and 
refurbishing stairwells, bathrooms 

and locker rooms; and painting 
murals in the halls, including one 
of President Barack Obama and 
first lady Michelle Obama. 

More than 800 people volun-
teered at the historic Petworth 

The GW College Republicans 
have withdrawn their financial 
support from Meghan McCain’s 
upcoming appearance at GW, after 
claims that the Allied in Pride pres-
ident was not forthcoming about 
the topic of McCain’s speech. 

Michael Komo, president of 
Allied in Pride, told The Hatchet 
last week that McCain would be 
appearing as the keynote speaker 
of their annual “Marriage Equal-
ity Week” in February, but the 
CR leadership claims they were 
not aware of this when they were 
asked for their financial support. 
McCain, an outspoken advocate 
for gay rights, is the daughter of 
former Republican presidential 
nominee Sen. John McCain.

“Our executive board was told 
that Meghan McCain’s primary fo-
cus would be her opinion on what 
it means to be a Republican,” Rob 
Noel, CR public relations director, 
said. “We later discovered through 
her Twitter and subsequent con-
versations with the SA and [the 
Graduate School of Political Man-
agement] that she would be giving 
the keynote address for Marriage 
Equality Week.”

A link to The Hatchet article 
was posted to McCain’s Twitter 
page, prompting McCain to tweet, 
“Yes, I am the keynote speaker at 
George Washington University’s 
“Marriage Equality Week” next 
month. Can’t wait, very honored 
to be asked!”

Komo, a Student Association 
senator, acknowledged that he 
did not say McCain would be ap-
pearing during Marriage Equality 
Week when he spoke to the CRs at 
their executive board meeting.

“I didn’t technically say it’s 
Marriage Equality Week,” Komo 
said, calling the slip “completely 
unintentional.”

“I didn’t even know this could 
be an issue,” he said. “I would 
never think to disclose or withhold 
that information.”

The GSPM Student Association 
was similarly surprised to hear 
their event, which was meant to 
be a discussion about the future of 
the Republican Party, was severely 
narrowed by Komo’s characteriza-
tion.

“The first thing we knew about 
marriage equality was when it was 
written in The Hatchet,” said Jamie 

CRs pull 
support for 
McCain talk
by Madeleine Morgenstern 
Senior Staff Writer

chris gregory | assistant photo editor
Students paint a mural of first lady Michelle Obama at Theodore Roosevelt Senior High School as part of GW's Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service on Monday. SEE SLIDESHOW ONLINE AT GWHATCHET.COM

Fundraising options will include Colonial Cash

Professors may have to stop 
blaming Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube for their students’ un-
finished papers and poor grades, 
according to a study from the 
University of New Hampshire’s 
Whittemore School of Business 
and Economics.  

Contrary to popular myth, 
there is no correlation between 
student grades and heavy usage 

of online social media, the study 
found. 

The university published a 
study Dec. 23 on the connection 
between the grades of college 
students and online social media 
use. Surveys were distributed 
to students in each of UNH’s 
school, comprising a total of 
1,127 undergraduate and gradu-
ate students.  

The study found similar 
grade patterns at all of the col-
leges. A majority of students 

received marks in the A and B 
range, with more students using 
Facebook and Youtube than other 
social media networks. Facebook 
proved to be the most popular 
platform among collegians; 96 
percent of all of the students sur-
veyed admitted to accessing the 
site on a daily basis.

Users of social media were di-
vided into two categories: “light” 
users were identified as those 
who spent less than 31 minutes 
on a social media Web site per 

day, whereas “heavy” users were 
considered to be online for more 
than an hour each day. There 
were no disparities between the 
grades of light and heavy users 
of social media. Sixty-three per-
cent of “heavy” users received 
high grades like A’s and B’s, as 
did 65 percent of “light” users.

Nevertheless, social media 
are often viewed as a distraction 
and means of procrastination, 

Study says social media don't hurt grades
by priya anand
Hatchet Reporter
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Tuesday
seas seminar: How I Got 
started 
Listen to engineering alumni talk about 
how they broke into the field during 
the School of Engineering and Applied 
Science’s kickoff lecture series.
Funger Hall room 103 | 6 p.m.

Wacky Wednesday: neighbor 
Project
Learn how to get involved with 
community service and pick up 
some salsa dancing tips at Mount 
Vernon.
Ames Pub | 9 to 11 p.m.

“Where the Wild Things 
are”
Relive your wildest child-
hood memories and watch 
one of this fall’s biggest 
blockbusters.
Marvin Center Grand 
Ballroom | 8 to 11 p.m.

relay for Life spring 
Kickoff
Register for a Relay for Life 
team and snack on free 
food.
 
Continental Ballroom |  
8 to 11 p.m.

WeB eXTra 
MlK awards Ceremony
Five students were recognized 
for their community service.

WeB eXTra
Court reaffirms gay marriage decision
Judge rules against call for a referendum 
on the issue.

MuLTIMedIa
audIo sLIdesHoW
MlK day of Service
Watch students and staff - including 
President Knapp - give back to D.C.

January 19, 2009
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Writing center 
moves to first floor 
of Gelman

Wednesday

MarIe MCGrory | HaTCHeT PHoToGraPHer
GW dance group Capital Funk performs at the represent dance-off competition in lisner Auditorium Friday night. Capital Funk won for best cho-
reography but GW raas, who preforms traditional indian dances of Garba and raas, took home the evening’s top honors.

The GW Writing Center will 
move to a new home in Gelman Li-
brary with the hopes that more stu-
dents will use the service, a Univer-
sity administrator said last week.

The center – which gives stu-
dents free help and advice on pa-
pers written for class – was origi-
nally located in Rome Hall, but will 
now be housed on the first floor of 
Gelman.

“It is our hope that increased vis-
ibility will mean that more students 
will take advantage of the service,” 
said Randall Packer, associate dean 
for special projects.

Packer said the idea to move the 
writing center to Gelman was for-
mulated in the fall of 2009. The cen-
ter will officially move to its new 
home in Gelman 103 Jan. 25.

The writing center always opens 
on the third week of classes, so the 
low-cost move will not affect stu-
dent access to the center, Packer 
said.

Some students interviewed said 
they are very optimistic about the 
move, saying the new space will 
make the writing center ’s services 
more accessible.

“Changing its location to a cen-
tral study hub will make it more 
easily accessible and convenient for 
students to use,” sophomore Grace 
Borges said.

Junior Ross Greenky, who used 
the writing center for his university 
writing course and hasn’t been back 
since, agreed.

“I do work at Gelman and I 
think I will use the center more now 
since it is easier to access,” Greenky 
said. “If you are already in Gelman 
writing the paper, using the center 
is much easier.”

Other students who said they 
have completed their writing class 
requirements, said the change in lo-
cation will not affect them.

“I used the center once freshman 
year,” junior Sarah Farnan said. 
“But I probably won’t use it again 
because I am done with UW.”

Senior Yalin Firinci agreed.
“I wish that this was done ear-

lier when I was actually taking my 
WIDs or writing classes,” Firinci 
said.

 – rachel Kottler
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MLKAwards

Ashley-lyNN GoldsteiN | hAtchet photoGrApher
The Voice Gospel Choir performs at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award ceremony in the Dorothy Betts  Marvin Theatre in the Marvin 
Center Thursday night.

Grad school may 
not be best option

With an economic down-
turn and the prospect of a dif-
ficult job market facing recent 
graduates, some members of 
academia are urging students 
not to set their sights on gradu-
ate school.  

In an article in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, William 
Pannapacker, an associate pro-
fessor of English at Hope Col-
lege in Michigan, argues that 
the personal risks, such as lack 
of job security, benefits and a 
livable salary, as well as the 
large amounts of debt students 
expose themselves to, make 
graduate school a less than ideal 
prospect.  

The average debt for a stu-
dent graduating in 2008 with 
a doctorate in the humanities 
was $16,917, according to the 
Survey of Earned Doctorates, a 
study done by the National Sci-
ence Foundation. About 37 per-
cent of graduates had debt over 
$20,000. 

The problem for gradu-
ate students with high levels of 
debt is finding a well-paying job 
in the increasingly competitive 
market. The economic down-
turn has led to hiring freezes 
and early retirements, which in 
turn results in the hiring of an 
increased number of adjunct 
professors. 

Rather than a secure job 
with a livable salary, the newly 
hired professors will work for 
almost nothing, Pannapacker 
said. 

“It depends on the job. But 
in most cases, no. It can even be 
a handicap,” Pannapacker said 
in an e-mail about whether a 
graduate degree in the humani-
ties will help in job applications.  

Some of the highest nation-
wide unemployment numbers 
are those of the youngest work-
ers. In December, when the un-
employment rate was 10 per-
cent, unemployment of workers 
between 20 and 24 years was 
14.7 percent. For workers be-
tween 25 and 29 years of age, 
unemployment was 10.3 per-
cent. 

According to numbers pro-
vided by Cheryl Bailey, associ-
ate vice president for Academic 
Planning and Institutional Re-
search, 45 percent of students 
receiving a graduate degree 
from the Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences in May 2009 
are employed either full or part 
time, while another 45 percent 
are seeking employment. Eight 
percent are considering further 

education and 1 percent are un-
decided.

Jennifer James, an associate 
professor in GW’s Department 
of English, said she agrees the 
pursuit of a graduate degree in 
the humanities is a financial risk 
for students. 

“In the last decade, the cost 
of tuition and the cost of living 
have both risen exponentially 
as the number of years humani-
ties students spend in graduate 
school has remained consis-
tently lengthy,” she said in an 
e-mail. 

“It’s also undeniable that 
there are not enough full time 
positions at the post-secondary 
level. These disparities need to 
be rectified,” she added.  

Dave Kieran, who gradu-
ated from the University in May 
2009 with a doctoral degree 
in American studies, said that 
students considering applying 
to graduate school in the hu-
manities need to be aware of de-
creased number of tenure-track 
and full-time teaching positions 
available that are being sought 
after by hundreds of qualified 
applicants. He added that those 
passionate about a certain field 
should not necessarily let the job 
market be a discouragement. 

“I don’t think that it is ei-
ther reasonable or fair to tell a 
student that he or she shouldn’t 
pursue a degree if he or she is 
truly passionate about the field; 
I would instead encourage pro-
spective students to realistically 
acknowledge the level of com-
petition on the academic job 
market,” he said in an e-mail. 

Kieran is currently the Post-
Doctoral Fellow in the Ameri-
can Culture Studies Program 
at Washington University in St. 
Louis. 

Pannapacker argued that 
many graduate students are 
motivated by the stark job mar-
ket when applying to gradu-
ate school, only to realize after 
graduating that the job market 
is not greatly improved by their 
degree.  

James said in her experience 
humanities graduate students 
have had a number of different 
motives for attending graduate 
school and, for some students, 
those motives outweigh the 
risks. 

“My experience has been 
that most humanities students 
know what they are getting 
themselves into, but they have 
refused to reduce their lives to 
a cost-benefit analysis,” James 
said. “I believe that humanities 
students see worth in grappling 
with the intellectual, moral, 
spiritual problems of our world 
- the question of what it means 
to be human - and are unwill-
ing to concede this pursuit to 
the values of the marketplace. 
It is nevertheless our collective 
loss that 'the market' has not re-
warded this endeavor." u

Lack of jobs in 
academia hurts  
post-grad prospects
by KArA duNford 
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Student Association 
will convene Tuesday night to 
vote on the 2010 Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity Act – a non-
binding resolution that would 
pledge support for a gender-
neutral housing option for 
students living on campus.

If the resolution passes 
Tuesday night, it would be 
the catalyst for student leaders 
to bring the idea of gender-
neutral housing to University 
administrators.

“For years on campus 
people have been talking 
about this and people have 
been asking for it,” said Mi-
chael Komo, chairman of the 
SA’s Student Life Commit-
tee and president of Allied in 
Pride. “Many schools which 
are ranked above GW have 
it, and none of them have re-
voked the option.”

Because the SA has not yet 
passed the resolution, it is too 
early to speculate on whether 
or not GW Housing Programs 
would be in support of the act, 
said University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard.

“It is not under consid-
eration for fall 2010 because 
housing plans for fall are al-
ready underway,” Sherrard 
said in an e-mail.

Even if the SA’s resolu-
tion passes, the idea must then 
pass through various levels 
of administrative offices and 
University officials – including 
the Board of Trustees – before 
the change is implemented 
– a process which could take 
months.

The idea of gender-neutral 
housing – which would allow 
students to live with the gen-
der they feel more comfortable 
with – has caused a stir among 
members of the GW commu-
nity this year. 

GW’s Young America's 
Foundation has been vocal in 
its disapproval of gender-neu-
tral housing, which the group 
said will cause “obvious prac-
tical and moral concerns.”

“This program is likely to be 
abused, regardless of the sexual 
preference of its participants,” 
said Joe Naron, a spokesperson 
for YAF, in a press release. “The 
inevitable need for housing as-
signment changes as a result of 
this program will create an ad-
ministrative nightmare for the 
University and a distraction for 
students.”

Komo said he disagrees 
with YAF’s beliefs, pointing to 
the “Escaping Gender” Living 
and Learning Cohort, which 
was started in 2008. The LLC 

allowed a small number of 
transgender students to live in 
a Scholars' Village townhouse.

“That was kind of our test 
run at GW to see if that was 
successful, and we’ve been ab-
solutely delighted ever since.” 
Komo said of the LLC. “So we 
believe now is the time to take 
it and implement it across the 
University.”

Rather than construct-
ing new residence halls to 
facilitate this initiative, Komo 
suggested to his committee 
that specific floors or areas 
of already-existing residence 
halls could be designated as 
gender-neutral.

“We want at least one resi-
dence hall per class that would 
at least offer gender-neutral 
housing,” Komo said.

Komo said that, after 
speaking with officials from 
housing, a major concern is as-
suring there is support for the 
housing initiative across the 
student body, not just within 
the smaller transgender com-
munity.

In response, Komo created 
the Facebook group Colonials 
for Gender-Neutral Housing, 
which currently has over 300 
members. 

Sophomore Giovanni 
Tomasi, the only member of 
the Student Life Committee 
who voted against the gender-
neutral housing proposal, ex-
pressed similar concerns, ques-
tioning the validity and depth 

of student support and need.
“This sounds like a prob-

lem that could be solved with 
just more LLCs,” Tomasi said.

With iHousing, the Uni-
versity’s housing application 
program, starting next month, 
Komo suggested a more real-
istic timeline for the approval 
of gender-neutral housing.

“I think it will be approved 
within the 2010 calendar year, 
but I don’t think we’ll see it 
begin until fall 2011 if it is suc-
cessful,” he said. u

Sa to vote on gender-neutral housing
Proposal still 
needs Univ.  
approval if passed
by MArielle MoNdoN 
Hatchet Reporter

"Many schools 
which are ranked 

above GW have it." 
michael komo

Allied in Pride President

"This program is 
likely to be abused, 

regardless of the 
sexual preference of 

its participants."
joe NaroN

YAF Spokesman

The founding director of 
the Graduate School of Politi-
cal Management announced 
last week that he will step 
down July 1, saying the 
school has grown immensely 
since its inception and is well 
placed to continue on with a 
new director.

Chris Arterton has been 
with the school since 1987 and 
has served as its first director, 
watching it grow from a tiny 
program with 450 students 
to a top school of political 
management with more than 

1,800 alumni.
“In making this announce-

ment I am thrilled by what 
we have achieved, and am ex-
cited about my future role in 
making The Graduate School 
of Political Management the 
world’s premier school of 
practical politics,” Arterton 
said in the announcement.

During his tenure, Arter-
ton aided GSPM in receiving 
several foundational grants 
including a $3 million grant 
from The Pew Charitable 
Trust. The school also initi-
ated a national nonpartisan 
competition, called Innova-
tions in Youth Voting - which 
teamed with the Rock the 
Vote campaign - to support 
novel strategies for register-
ing voters under the age of 
30 for the 2006 election cycle. 
Recently, the school has be-
gun collaborating with the 
Council on American Politics, 

receiving advice as well as 
branding and public relations 
assistance from 40 prominent 
politicos in Washington, and 
has established a program to 
teach city and local officials 
in South America politics 
and management. Arterton 
said last fall the school is 
well placed to be the top po-
litical management school 
in America and he sees the 

school’s mission – to improve 
politics by educating students 
and professionals in the tools, 
principles and values of par-
ticipatory democracy – as a 
necessity in the future of poli-
tics.

“I have been doing this 
job for 22.5 years and the time 
has come,” Arterton said in 
an e-mail to The Hatchet. Ar-
terton will not retire from GW 
after he leaves his director 
post; instead he will return 
to a faculty role by providing 
leadership for GSPM’s Insti-
tute for Politics, Democracy 
and the Internet. He also ex-
pects to continue fundraising 
for the school. 

“I look forward to return-
ing to my major research in-
terest – the nexus between 
communications media and 
politics, that field has become 
very exciting and dynamic,” 
Arterton said of his future role 

at IPDI. As for the school’s 
future, he said change often 
strengthens institutions.

“I believe a transition in 
leadership is an opportunity 
for institutional strengthen-
ing,” he said. “As the found-
ing dean, the school reflects 
my goals, aspirations and val-
ues, perhaps too much. New 
leadership will take the GSPM 
in some different directions 
and that will be good, mean-
ing that the school is not just a 
creation of one person.”

Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Donald 
Lehman said the departure 
reflects Arterton’s wish to fo-
cus on academics. 

“There comes a time when 
all of us who hold high-level 
administrative positions de-
cide that it is time for a change 
in what we are doing... [Ar-
terton] wants to focus on his 
scholarly endeavors, which 

is not at all easily done with 
the heavy administrative du-
ties associated with being the 
dean of GSPM.”

Jamie Baker, the College 
of Professional Studies Stu-
dent Association represen-
tative and a political man-
agement student, said that 
Arterton “transformed” the 
school during his tenure.

The University currently 
“is in the process of form-
ing a search committee and 
establishing a position de-
scription” for an executive 
director of GSPM, College 
of Professional Studies Dean 
Kathleen Burke said. Chuck 
Cushman, the associate dean 
for academic excellence in 
the College of Professional 
Studies, will assume the role 
of acting executive director 
until the new one is named, 
according to Arteron’s an-
nouncement. u

GSPM founding dean to leave post after 23 years
Arterton will 
stay on to raise 
funds, research
by JeNNy suzdAK 
Hatchet Reporter

photo courtesy of MichAel ford, GspM
Chris Arterton

The GW chapter of Delta 
Tau Delta fraternity celebrat-
ed its reinstallation Saturday 
evening, after functioning as 
a colony on campus since No-
vember 2008.

The organization was sus-
pended from the University in 
2004, after facing allegations 
of hazing and serving alco-
hol to minors. After returning 
to campus in 2008 to recruit 
members and reestablish their 
chapter, the Gamma Eta chap-
ter of the fraternity is now of-

ficially recognized by both its 
national headquarters and the 
Interfraternity Council.

“Six years ago things hap-
pened that shouldn’t have,” 
said Jeremy Rohen, a 1997 
School of Business graduate 
and Gamma Eta house corpo-
ration president. “We’re here 
tonight because the system 
worked.”

In addition to being recog-
nized on campus, the brothers 
of Delta Tau Delta completed 
their initiations when inducted 
into the national charter.

“Because values and prin-
ciples are so much the core of 
modern Greek life, particularly 
here at GW, being fully privy 
to what are the principles and 
traditions of the national fra-
ternity is a very important 
milestone, even if we’ve been 
functioning as a member of the 
Greek community for the past 

15 months,” sophomore Erik 
Ashida said.

The ceremony, in addition 
to hosting approximately 48 
brothers of Delta Tau Delta, 
also welcomed Rosario Palm-
ieri, southern division presi-
dent, and James Garboden, in-
ternational treasurer. The two 
presented the mission, values 
and charter.

“This is only the beginning 
of your journey,” Garboden 
said to the brothers. “You have 
a lot more responsibility now.”

The Chi Omega sorority 
experienced a similar reinstal-
lation into the GW Greek-let-
ter life community when the 
women rejoined their national 
charter last year. Dean Har-
wood, director of Greek life, 
said these two groups reveal 
much about the role of Greek 
organizations at GW.

“There’s a very support-

ive environment for Greek 
life at GW these days,” Har-
wood said. “We’ve grown to 
be a significant part of the 
campus.”

Sophomore and chapter 
president Patrick Cox, who 
joined the fraternity at the be-
ginning of his freshman year, 
said watching Delta Tau Delta 
progress has been a long jour-
ney.

“We lost a lot of guys in the 
beginning,” Cox said. “It was 
hard because there wasn’t a 
brotherhood right away.”

Before becoming an offi-
cial Greek-letter organization, 
Delta Tau Delta worked to 
gain recognition and legitima-
cy by participating in different 
Greek-letter life competitions.

“We won diamond heist 
with ADPi,” Cox said of Alpha 
Delta Pi’s philanthropy com-
petition last semester. “It was 

our first and we really wanted 
to win something, get a trophy, 
so we went all out. We really 
try to work hard and end up 
on top.”

Cox said that being ac-
knowledged by the national 

charter will help strengthen 
their role at GW.

“It definitely helps to be 
more recognized in the IFC,” 
he said. “Before, we were kind 
of just left in the dark, but to-
day we’re official.” u

Delta Tau Delta reinstalled at GW
Fraternity kicked 
off campus returns 
with 48 brothers 
by MArielle MoNdoN 
Hatchet Reporter

chip heNNessy | hAtchet photoGrApher
Delta Tau Delta International Treasurer James Garboden hands a gavel to 
GW chapter president Patrick Cox at a reinstallation ceremony on Saturday.
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Living up to our core beliefs

Howard Marshall, general manager

Obama's work shows that students' 
campaign efforts were rewarded

Staff EditoriaL Looking back on Obama's first year

The GW College Democrats put a lot of effort into electing Presi-
dent Barack Obama, and our work has paid off. We believed in Ba-
rack Obama because we thought he’d be able to enact change on a 
variety of issues that affect our lives – from health care to the environ-
ment, as well as issues that impact our image in the world, including 
Iraq and Guatánamo Bay. President 
Obama has made great strides in the 
direction of this change, despite enor-
mous challenges.

The collapse of the financial sec-
tor devastated our economy and hurt 
the lives of millions of Americans. Immediately upon taking office, 
the president and the Democrat-majority Congress enacted the Re-
covery Act that has created or saved two million jobs and added be-
tween 1.5 percent and 3 percent to the GDP during the last quarter 
of 2009 alone. Millions of Americans are still feeling the pain of this 
deep recession, but due to the Recovery Act and other economic poli-
cies of President Obama and others, economic indicators suggest the 
economy is beginning to grow. One important economic indicator, 
unemployment, has not seen a drastic improvement yet, although 
without the Recovery Act it 
is likely that unemployment 
would have topped 15 percent 
– far worse than the current 10 
percent. Graduating seniors such 
as myself ought to be delighted 
that economists predict the job 
market will be much improved 
by the time we enter the work 
force this summer.

Another of President 
Obama’s first initiatives was 
commencing the closure of the 
Guantánamo Bay prison camp, 
which had been a dark stain on 
our worldwide reputation. Two 
days into office, he signed an 
executive order to close the site. 
The process is well under way 
with the selection of a prison in 
Illinois where criminal trials can 
commence.

The president has also begun 
to remove our troops from Iraq 
as conditions on the ground fi-
nally seem to be improving. De-
cember was the first month since 
the war began with no combat 
deaths. Hundreds of thousands 
of Americans our age have 
risked their lives in a folly of the 
previous president, and more 
than 4,000 have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. Now with all American 
soldiers out of Iraqi cities, we’re 
on track to only having a small 
residual force in the country by the end of the summer.

These aren’t the only presidential accomplishments: Obama 
appointed Sonia Sotomayor to the United States Supreme Court, 
strengthened credit card consumer protections, reformed military 
procurement, and was even more effective at cutting spending than 
the previous president. 

Looking toward the year ahead, the CDs are excited to see even 
more progress on a variety of issues from Congress and the president. 
We expect health care reform to pass early this year. This reform will 
expand coverage to tens of millions of Americans who cannot afford 
it now, and will allow students to stay on their parents’ insurance 
until they turn 26 – an important step for the youth generation. We 
will see legislation pass that will reduce our emissions of greenhouse 
gases causing global warming, a disturbing trend that will have a 
dramatic impact on our generation.

As an organization, we will be out campaigning for Democratic 
candidates nationwide to maintain and grow our Democratic major-
ity in Congress in the November elections so the president continues 
to have a working majority to work with. We will continue to dissem-
inate information about issues that are important to our generation in 
order to make sure the change the president promised is attainable.

President Obama has had a difficult year filled with obstacles 
beyond those that most presidents must face, yet he has met these 
challenges head on — in the process creating the basis for a better 
American life. In the year ahead, he will need all the help we can give 
him to ensure that our nation can grow and prosper.

–The writer, a senior majoring in international affairs, is the GW College 
Democrats communications director.

President Obama’s campaign was a symphony of feel-good rhet-
oric and images that appealed to our most basic human nature. It 
showed us the man who would be our president, a gifted speaker and 
a master of the trends; it also revealed an American people vulner-
able to their passions and easily swept up in frenzy. A year after his 

election, we can peel back the charm-
ing words of “campaign Obama” and 
observe the disappointing results of 
President Obama – results for which 
our generation must pay.

Much of the criticism surrounding 
his first year centers on broken campaign promises. But the biggest 
thing he promised us was just “change.” Has he kept this promise? 
In a word: yes. It just wasn’t exactly the kind of change America ex-
pected. Instead of bipartisanship we have reports of congressional 
Democrats being locked out of meetings for even discussing a bill 
with Republicans. Instead of transparency and “all bills being online 
for five days prior to voting” we have 1,500 page bills being voted on 
at 1 a.m. without even Congress having read them. Instead of ear-
mark reform we have billions of dollars in pork and 9,000 earmarks 

in one bill. Instead of a lobby-
ist-free government we have 
a czar-packed, lobbyist-filled 
administration. Instead of a 
strong foreign policy we have a 
bowing, apologizing president, 
a dramatic increase in terror-re-
lated incidents on U.S. soil and, 
of course, a “peace” prize. And, 
despite the President’s predic-
tions regarding his stimulus 
package, the debt will have 
nearly doubled and all we have 
to show for it is a substantial 
rise in unemployment.

As pundit Bill Bennett put 
it, Obama is “in a war with real-
ity.” This reality has hit Ameri-
ca like a cold shower. Approval 
ratings of Congress, Obama 
and the Democratic Party have 
fallen by double digits accord-
ing to leading pollsters. Obama 
has a lower approval rating 
at this point in his presidency 
than any other president in 
the 71-year history of approval 
polling.

An autopsy of Obama’s 
first year reveals more than just 
a few impossible promises. It 
reveals a fundamentally flawed 
liberal mindset: that the Ameri-
can people and their economy 
are powerless to affect change 
and growth without the help 

of government. Liberals wield the big government message to seem 
compassionate and to make conservatives look heartless. Yet Obama, 
who promises to have the interests of the poor and needy in mind, 
has taxed the job-makers and proposed cutting tax deductions on the 
charity of wealthy individuals.  This from a man who has given an 
average of only 3 percent of his annual income to charity since 2004. 
(Sen. John McCain donated 18 percent to charity in 2006 and a whop-
ping 26 percent in 2007.)

Obama’s out-of-control spending of other people’s money has 
not only killed jobs and failed to stimulate the economy, but it has 
increased our debt tremendously. Ironically, it is the college students 
who had such a heavy hand in electing Obama who will have to pay 
for his fiscal irresponsibility. It is also the college students who will 
not be able to find jobs due to the crippling burden that has been 
placed on businesses.

So let’s set the record straight. Republicans do not believe in abol-
ishing all financial regulations, just those that choke growth and limit 
options. We believe that the less small businesses have to pay in taxes, 
the better chance they have to grow... and to hire. Republicans believe 
very strongly in charity, just not government-mandated charity. We 
believe in an American people who are free to earn, free to keep, free 
to give, free to spend, free to try, and yes... free to fail.

Has Obama stolen our freedom and ruined America? Nah. I be-
lieve history will prove Obama’s first year to be something like a bad 
haircut: it’s too much change, there’s little you can do about it, and it 
will take a long time to fix itself.   

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in political communication, is the GW 
College Republicans communications director

Marred by the wrong kind of change, 
Obama's first year has disappointed students

If you’re like me and get to 
live on campus with your best 
friends, you can’t wait to get 

back to your room after a long day 
of classes, internships or errands. 
There’s just something about relax-
ing with your roommates that helps 
assuage your anxiety and puts you 
in a better mood. That feeling of 
bonding and belonging is part 
of what attracts people to live 
on campuses like ours. 

Yet right now on this cam-
pus, dozens of students who 
are just like me in every other 
respect are deprived of that feeling. 
They pay the same tuition, suffer 
through the same boring classes 
and deal with the same bureaucra-
cy that the rest of us do. The only 
difference is the bureaucracy that 
these students encounter is active-
ly impinging on their rights to the 
college experience they deserve. 

This is what's happening to 
GW’s transgender community. 
These students, whose genders dif-
fer from their biologically assigned 
sexes, face difficulty every time 
someone asks them if they are male 
or female. The size of this group is 
impossible to gauge because the 
school’s current policy essentially 

forces them to lie on their docu-
ments. 

A movement supporting the 
right of these students to live in 
gender-neutral housing is gain-
ing steam on campus. The Stu-
dent Association is considering a 
nonbinding resolution supporting 

the policy, which already exists on 
many campuses and would allow 
residents of both sexes to opt to 
live together and help transgender 
students find like-minded room-
mates. 

This is a policy that will benefit 
dozens of people who are constant-
ly deprived of that sense of belong-
ing, and it will in no way impact 
my quality of life. Nor will it affect 
the vast majority of non-transgen-
der students on this campus. If we 
can make our fellow students feel 
included at trivial cost to the rest of 
us, then who are we to stand in the 
way? 

Our entire legal system is 

predicated on the idea that all of us 
are free to do as we please, so long 
as it doesn’t cause harm to others. 
Conservatives invoke this con-
stantly, especially when criticizing 
“bureaucracy.” Yet these very same 
people oppose gender-neutral 
housing, and in so doing support 

yet another layer of red tape for 
people whose lives are difficult 
enough already. Apparently 
bureaucracy is tolerable if it af-
fects someone else. 

Some cite special treat-
ment as a reason for avoiding 

the policy, claiming that the school 
can’t hope to please everyone. I see 
nothing special about giving people 
who pay the same exorbitant price 
to come here the right to live with 
whomever they want, just like the 
rest of us. This is how it works in 
the real world, and if you haven’t 
noticed, the sky isn’t falling yet. 

Others will reject the policy be-
cause some heterosexual couples 
will inevitably exploit the policy 
and cause trouble. These argu-
ments assume that if a system can 
be gamed it should never be imple-
mented. Never mind that homo-
sexual couples are free to live to-
gether and no one is talking about 

banning that. 
Still more will retort by saying 

our transgender friends can always 
move into unrestricted off-campus 
apartments. This logic indicates 
a profound lack of sympathy for 
others. Transgender students feel 
separated enough already, and just 
want what the rest of us already 
have – to feel accepted on this cam-
pus. They certainly don’t want to 
be driven away by someone else’s 
bigotry, which is exactly what hap-
pens when they’re told to either 
suck it up or get out. 

The SA resolution came out of 
the Student Life Committee last 
week and may come to a vote as 
early as Tuesday evening. Should it 
pass, the SA bill is nonbinding and 
the administration is free to ignore 
it. In considering the policy, I would 
hope the powers that be remember 
the words on our University’s Web 
site, which clearly state the school’s 
commitment to “prepare the next 
generation of leaders” for the real 
world. 

Is living up to our core beliefs 
too much to ask?

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
political communication, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

Matt Ingoglia

Columnist

by Brian tratner

Mike Garber Rob Noel

Helping Haiti

In the wake of natural disaster, the GW 
community has always been willing to 
respond. Whether opening classes to stu-
dents displaced by a hurricane or holding 
a benefit concert for victims of a tsunami 
on the other side of the world, GW isn’t 
a university that stands idly by. Now that 
the world has turned its attention toward 
Haiti, the University community has fol-
lowed in this service tradition. While it's 
good to see GW stepping up, this past 
week has revealed areas that need im-
provement.

The University’s initial response was 
laudable. In a rare occurrence, we praise 
the Infomail that followed shortly after the 
disaster – it offered concise information 
for individuals dealing with the emotional 
stress of such a tragedy, and informed stu-
dents of efforts being made by GW physi-
cians and staff. In addition, the resources 
put front and center on GW’s Web site are 
also impressive.

On the other hand, the University was 
slow to engage student groups in response 
to the disaster. It was several days be-
fore GW began to help students organize 
around relief efforts. The University needs 
to recognize that students are energized 
to help after tragedy, and disaster relief 
is done a disservice when the school does 
not bring students to the table right away. 
Even if it was simply providing space for 
students to gather quickly, coupled with 
the promise to help students help Haiti, 
student groups could have used the sup-
port.

Regardless, student groups have been 
effective in getting the word out for ways 
to help. The Caribbean Student Associa-
tion in particular deserves credit for orga-
nizing a response to the earthquake. The 
CSA displayed notable leadership at a 
meeting on Sunday to discuss and central-
ize student efforts. The same meeting was 
conspicuously not attended by University 
President Steven Knapp. With this admin-
istration’s intense focus on community 
service, it is disconcerting that the Office of 
the President would send a representative 
in lieu of attendance by Knapp himself.

Although we recognize that resources 
are scarce on a college campus, and most 
students cannot send thousands of dollars 
in aid, we encourage students to continue 
to find ways to help. The easiest oppor-
tunity will come at a not-yet-announced 
time when all Marvin Center food venues 
will offer students the ability to donate 
from their GWorld funds whenever they 
purchase food. The Clinton Bush Haiti 
Fund (www.clintonbushhaitifund.org) has 
stated that sending funds is the best way 
to help. However, if you want to donate 
supplies that you have around your resi-
dence hall, the Haitian Embassy on Mas-
sachusetts Avenue is accepting donations 
of toiletries and survival supplies. More 
information can be found at www.noah-
haiti.org.

It is important to remember that in-
frastructure challenges have made the 
donation of supplies more difficult for or-
ganizations than simply donating funds. 
Along those lines, we encourage students 
to donate money and any supplies organi-
zations are specifically requesting, but turn 
the rest of their energies toward charitable 
efforts right here in D.C.

The images of Haiti continue to com-
pel students to action. Most students do 
not have the resources to jump on a plane 
and start rebuilding, and in reality this 
isn’t what would be most effective at these 
early stages. But this is no excuse to let stu-
dents’ motivation go to waste. It’s impor-
tant to remember that the ability to help 
those in need is always present. So donate 
some GWorld money (even if it means you 
have to eat at J Street) and make a CVS run 
to pick up some toiletries. But remember 
that while tragedies highlight our ability 
to help, the opportunity is always there.

The Caribbean Student 
Association in particular 

deserves credit for organizing a 
response to the earthquake.
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Chair of the philosophy 
department David DeGra-
zia won a $50,400 fellowship 
from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities last 
month for his work examin-
ing ethical issues connected 
with human reproduction 
and genetics through moral 
philosophy. 

With the grant, he will 
explore abortion and embryo 
research, decisions to have 
children with severe dis-
abilities, the use of genetics 
to enhance human traits, and 
obligations to future genera-
tions. 

DeGrazia said he knows 
of no other GW professor 
who has gotten the NEH 
fellowship twice – he previ-
ously received it during his 
2003-2004 sabbatical leave. 
The fellowship is competi-
tive and given to humanities 
professors to fund sabbatical 
research, the endowment’s 
Web site said.

DeGrazia’s project is due 
to be completed in 2011 and 
continues his work on bio-
medical ethics and medical 
health policy. In past books, 
he has examined the moral 
statuses and mental lives of 
non-human animals and the 
connections between person-
al identity and bioethics.  

In his upcoming project, 
he will explore the ethical 
issues involved in genet-
ics, policies affecting future 
generations, and creating or 
altering people through re-
production. This project will 
include a “host of ethical is-
sues,” DeGrazia said in an 

e-mail. 
“The intended result is 

an original, rigorously de-
fended, synoptic view that 
addresses some deeply puz-
zling issue of what is some-
times called reprogenetics in 
a style both scholarly and ac-
cessible,” he said.  

“I am not at all surprised 
to hear of the award,” said 
Robert Churchill, professor 
of philosophy. “DeGrazia is 
among the foremost Ameri-
can scholars in areas such 
as medical ethics, biomedi-
cal technology and medical 
health policy.”  

DeGrazia’s accomplish-
ments “exemplify the phi-
losophy department’s com-
mitment to excellence in 
research as well as teaching,” 
Churchill said.  

Peter Caws, a University 
professor, said DeGrazia is 
notable because he balances 
research, teaching and being 
the chair of the department.  

“We’re friends, we’re col-
leagues, and sometimes we 
argue about philosophy,” 
Caws said. 

The main purpose of the 
grant is to allow DeGrazia to 
spend time on his book and 
take a full year off from day-
to-day duties at the Univer-
sity, he said.

“The grant is allowing 
me to take an entire year off 
to write a book,” DeGrazia 
said. “I really enjoy working 
on books and it’s a nice feel-
ing when you are done with 
one.” 

In 2008, English professor 
Gil Harris received the same 
fellowship for his work at the 
Folger Shakespeare Library 
in D.C. u

Construction on a pathway 
and park near Guthridge Hall has 
been delayed by permit issues, 
but completion of the green space 
is expected later this semester.

What was once a parking lot 
behind the residence hall will soon 
have environmentally sustainable 
features like local vegetation and 
storm water collection. The devel-
opment was originally scheduled 
to open early in the fall semester, 
but then the opening was pushed 
back to December and into 2010.

“[T]here were unexpected de-
lays with permitting due largely 
to the fact that, given the size of 
the park, it includes portions of a 
number of lots and therefore a sig-

nificant number of permits were 
needed,” said John Ralls, senior 
adviser for communications and 
outreach in the Office of the Ex-
ecutive Vice President and Trea-
surer, in an e-mail.

Ralls also said the project’s 
sustainable storm water manage-
ment features caused additional 
review and discussion with Dis-
trict agencies. 

“Given these complexities, ex-
tra time was needed for the D.C. 
government to issue necessary 
permits,” Ralls said.

According to the 2007 Foggy 
Bottom Campus Plan, the project 
located on Square 80 is meant to 
improve the area between F and G 
streets, which was essentially an 
alleyway before. 

The passageway will provide 
access to both South Hall and 
Guthridge Hall, and is designed 
to retain and reuse storm water.

Trees and plants native to the 
D.C. region will be planted in the 
open area of the three-quarters-
of-an-acre plot. The project was 
referred to as a “mid-block green 

plaza” in a January update on 
construction.

The area is meant not only for 
GW students, but also for the com-
munity at large.  For now, how-
ever, it is GW students who are 
being affected by the prolonged 
construction.

“Our windows face the con-
struction, and they start at seven 
in the morning and work until six 
at night. It’s really loud. It wakes 
us up and we can’t work in the 
room,” said Alison Porter, a soph-
omore living in Guthridge.

Tiana Myers, another sopho-
more living in Guthridge, also has 
been woken up by the construc-
tion taking place behind her resi-
dence hall. She says she’s looking 
forward to seeing the new open 
space when it is finished, how-
ever.

“I wish they could have done 
it in the summertime when we 
weren’t here, but at least they’re 
actually making use of the space 
back there,” Myers said.

South Hall is still accessible 
from G Street, but later this month 

the path will be narrowed. 
Construction of access ramps 

and a patio behind the town-
houses located on G Street are be-

ing worked on now. In February, 
phase two of five will involve the 
installation of cisterns, a pump 
well and storm piping. u

Philosophy prof. 
wins fellowship
DeGrazia 
receives award 
for second time 
by shaeera Tariq  
Hatchet Reporter

by Jeff richards  
Hatchet Staff Writer

Park behind Guthridge Hall set to open this spring
Construction begins 
on green space after 
permit delays

arTisT reNderiNg courTesy JohN ralls
The new park will feature a pathway between F and G streets and sustainable 
features like local plants. 

The National Park Ser-
vice is moving forward 
on plans to revamp the 
National Mall after an at-
tempt to restore America’s 
front yard failed in last 
year’s stimulus package. 

After a three-year pro-
cess, the National Park 
Service has created a 
long-term draft plan to re-
store the National Mall’s 
grounds and facilities. The 
service will be accepting 
public comment on the 
overhaul until March 18, 
and has received input 
from roughly 30,000 peo-
ple already, according to 
its Web site. 

Changes to the Na-
tional Mall, which hosts 
25 million visitors annu-
ally, include upgrades to 
the Mall’s bathrooms, food 
and entertainment facili-
ties, and a complete refur-
bishing of areas used heav-
ily for protests and events, 

according to the proposal. 
Lawmakers cut $200 

million for restorations 
from the stimulus pack-
age last year for the Mall, 
which is in a state of dis-
repair because it has been 
“loved to death,” accord-
ing to the Trust for the Na-
tional Mall’s Web site.

Suggestions from the 
public include removing 
or shrinking the Capitol 
Reflecting Pool to create 
a civic square for demon-
strations, creating a café 
or entertainment space in 
Constitution Gardens, and 
reengineering the reflect-
ing pools to use a natural 
water source, the Associ-
ated Press reported.

After the public com-
ment period, the National 
Park Service will analyze 
the submissions and pre-
pare a final environmental 
impact statement. 

–ariel feldman

Public invited to comment on 
plans to restore National Mall

"I really enjoy  
working on books and 
it's a nice feeling when 

you are done with one."
david degrazia

Philosophy 
Department Chair

fraNcis rivera | haTcheT PhoTograPher
David DeGrazia



Services Robert Chernak 
said the admissions office 
will be significantly more 
selective this year. 

“It is more likely this 
year that we will accept a 

smaller percentage of appli-
cants than last year and es-
tablish a slightly larger wait 
list,” Chernak said. 

Napper said the total 
number of early decision 
applications also increased 
by 17 percent this year, with 
2,285 total Early Decision 
I and II applications com-
pared to 1,940 in 2009, mak-

ing early admittance at GW 
more competitive. 

“We have already made 
a conscious decision to ac-
cept fewer early decision 
applicants than we did 
last year even though our 
early decision application 
pool was larger than last 
year,” Chernak said in an 
e-mail. u
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Baker, president of the 
GSPM SA and also a Stu-
dent Association senator.

Komo said there were 
going to be two different 
flyers advertising for Mc-
Cain, and that the College 
Republicans logo would 
not have appeared on the 
one for Marriage Equality 
Week.

Komo called McCain 
coming to campus during 
Marriage Equality Week 
“not mutually exclusive” 
from her speaking to GSPM. 
Allied in Pride always holds 

Marriage Equality Week 
during this time of year, he 
said.

According to a copy of 
McCain’s contract obtained 
by The Hatchet, there is no 
reference to Marriage Equal-
ity Week. The program topic 
listed is “Redefining Repub-
lican: No Labels, No Boxes, 
No Stereotypes.”

Baker said a speaker 
always has latitude with 
what they want to address, 
but the event is now being 
characterized as something 
it is not.

“I am essentially tak-
ing unilateral control of 
this event. My organization 
signed the contract and put 
up the money for the depos-

it,” Baker said.
For the event, GW or-

ganizations are paying the 
booking agency Greater Tal-
ent Network $7,500, plus 
the cost of airfare, lodging, 
food, and transportation, 
according to the contract. 
The total cost is estimated 
to be slightly under $10,000, 
Baker said.

GSPM put up $3,000 for 
the initial deposit and Allied 
in Pride initially gave $750. 
More than half of Allied in 
Pride’s budget for Marriage 
Equality Week will go to-
ward McCain’s appearance, 
Komo said.

McCain is scheduled 
to speak Feb. 9 at the Jack 
Morton Auditorium. u
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both inside and outside the 
classroom.

Students who use laptops 
in class to take notes can of-
ten be spotted updating their 
Facebook status, tweeting or 
quietly chuckling at the latest 
video gone viral on Youtube, 
said Frank Sesno, director of 
the School of Media and Pub-
lic Affairs.

Once in his class he 
“threatened to eat the next 
computer in class that was 
spotted online instead of be-
ing used appropriately.”  

“Social media can be 
tremendously useful, but 
they can also be distracting, 
meaningless time-killers. 
They can connect but they 
can also breed a superficial, 
super-short, tinyurl men-
tality where ideas and an-

swers are reduced to a few 
characters. Complexity is 
the casualty,” he added, re-
ferring to the popular Web 
address shortening service 
used in conjunction with 
Twitter. 

But Facebook Communi-
cations representative Eliza-
beth Linder agreed with the 
University of New Hamp-
shire’s findings, saying Face-
book is not to blame for stu-
dents procrastinating.

“Using Facebook as a stu-
dent or indeed as a working 
professional is no different 
than any other question of 
effective time management. 
Just as students meet their 
friends for coffee as a study 
break and then need to buck-
le down and get started on 
an essay, so they also log on 
to Facebook to connect with 
their friends or read an in-
teresting article in their news 
feed, and then need to crack 
open ‘Daniel Deronda’ and 

simply focus on George El-
iot’s prose,” she said.  

With a 43-percent increase 
in social media usage in the 
past year, according to UNH, 
it is easy to say that visiting 
social media Web sites has be-
come part of daily routines.  

Freshman Samuel James 
said he is hesitant to believe 
the results of the study.  

“Like other distractions, 
sites like Facebook and You-
Tube pose some interference; 
however, it’s up to the stu-
dent to decide if they want 
to minimize the interference, 
or keep up with the world,” 
James said.  

Sesno passed on a bit of 
wisdom for those who are 
still skeptical of the relation-
ship, or lack of a relationship, 
between grades and online 
social media: “For me, the 
bottom line on using social 
media is this: use common 
sense,” he said. “Seek moder-
ation. And stay focused.” u
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or join team huddles during 
timeouts, evidence of a role 
that extends beyond keeper 
of the shot chart and into a 
sort of teammate-coach hy-
brid.

“When we have team 
meetings, she’s the first one 
speaking,” Bozeman says. 
“You can see the maturity 
in her when she’s speaking. 
Some of the other girls are 
talking about wishes and 

dreams and Ivy is talking 
about reality.”

Yet the reality is that 
Abiona’s basketball career 
remains on hold for the mo-
ment, the memories of last 
year’s strong finish help-
ing drive her comeback ef-
forts. The 6-foot-2 forward 
finished last season with a 
career-best 14 points and 12 
rebounds in the first round 
of the WNIT, ending on a 
high note that suggested 
she might have been poised 
for a breakout year.

“That’s kind of what I 
live for, I guess,” she says. 

“I remember those days.”
With the decision hav-

ing been made to keep 
Abiona off the court for the 
remainder of this season, 
the focus now shifts to her 
future. Because she did not 
play in any games this year, 
she will retain two more 
years of eligibility, though 
she says she will not decide 
whether to use both until 
after next year.

She will continue her 
education at GW, enroll-
ing in the School of Public 
Health and Health Services 
next fall in what she hopes 

will be a step toward a ca-
reer as a physician’s as-
sistant when her days as a 
player end.

In the meantime, she 
will keep working toward 
rejoining her team, one step, 
one drill, one boring statio-
nery bike ride at a time.

“Like Coach Bozeman 
said, you can’t really feel 
sorry for yourself,” she says. 
“You just have to keep going 
and keep getting stronger.”

“And when the time 
comes for me to return,” she 
adds, “then the time comes 
for me to return.” u

Life
Max McGowen
Contributing Life Editor
mmcgowen@gwhatchet.com

Hadas Gold
Life Editor
hgold@gwhatchet.com

This week in 
Gw hisTory:

26 Years aGo...
MLK Day becomes 
an official University 
holiday.

33 Years aGo...
A victim of a rape on 
campus sues the  
University for $7 million.

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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H
8 Years aGo...
Two Delta Gammas survive 
a dangerous fire in their 
Statesman apartment.

In the spirit of the new year, I 
have a confession and a resolution 
to make. It’s time to come clean 
and be clean. 

Meet Dirty Jersey, my friend-
turned-lover and partner in crime 
on our mutually as-
sured path to destruc-
tion, disease, pregnan-
cy or all of the above. 
That’s right, I’m the 
queen of stupid deci-
sions regarding con-
dom usage. I really have no excuse 
except for the one glaringly obvi-
ous reason: the really attractive guy 
who was lying naked in bed next to 
me who I was crazy about.

From the moment we started 
hooking up, I wanted to have sex 
with Dirty Jersey so badly, it took 
all of my willpower to take things 
at a reasonable pace. One night, 
finally, we were about to have sex 
when I realized he wasn’t wearing 
a condom. Dirty Jersey was literal-
ly about to enter me when I arched 
my hips back and asked if he was 
forgetting something. He looked 
confused, as if he didn’t have an 
entire Costco-sized box of con-
doms under his sink just in case, 

and slapped one on and kept going 
like nothing was wrong. Since that 
night, despite his protests, I insist-
ed on a condom every time like I 
knew I should.

Somewhere during the next five 
or six times we had sex, 
my resolve dissolved. I 
went from being ada-
mant about using pro-
tection, to making Dirty 
Jersey pull out to get a 
condom, to finally stay-

ing quiet about it. Part of me hoped 
that he would catch on to my de-
sire to use a condom, but he never 
did. To be perfectly honest, it felt 
amazing without it and it was just 
as much my fault as it was his. 
Unfortunately, even in blissed out 
post-coital moments, I couldn’t 
help feeling that what we were do-
ing was wrong. That little voice 
inside my head was screaming at 
me about how a visit to Planned 
Parenthood was right around the 
corner.  

Gazing up into the face of my 
best-friend-turned-lover, it was 
hard not to trust he was telling 
the truth about being clean. And, 
honestly, I would get so wrapped 

up in the moment and in wanting 
him, that condom usage wasn’t ex-
actly always at the forefront of my 
thoughts. It was really hard to stop 
what we were doing to get a con-
dom when my thought process was 
Please. Fuck. Me. Now. Uttering a 
coherent, “Um, maybe we should 
use a condom because I really 
don’t want to have your children,” 
didn’t really seem possible in the 
moment. 

I may be guilty of condom-use 
abuse in the past, but now, I am 
most definitely reformed. It also 
helps that I’m not dating Dirty 
Jersey anymore. My carelessness 
would not have been worth it if I 
had caught something from him or 
gotten knocked up, regardless of 
how cute I thought he was at the 
time. 

From now on I really don’t want 
my attraction to someone to get in 
the way of using a condom, even if 
they are so incredibly hot and we 
magically fall naked into bed to-
gether. It’s just not worth it. 

So, I resolve to not get so caught 
up in the moment that my good 
judgment gets left on the floor with 
my clothes. u

Baby, it’s cold outside.
This time of year, many stu-

dents are getting just that – a cold 
– or more.

Winter months tend to raise 
the number of students with sore 
throats, ear pain, sinus congestions 
and coughs, said Dr. Isabel Gold-
enberg, director of the Student 
Health Service.  

“These symptoms, commonly 
referred to as Upper Respiratory 
Tract infections, are very common 
in the winter and usually are due 
to viral infections. A small percent-
age of the students have strep-
tococcal infections of the throat, 
bacterial ear and sinus infections, 
or pneumonia,” Goldenberg said 
in an e-mail.

Some of these problems start 
while students are at home or trav-
eling, but many students wait to 
be checked until they are back on 
campus, Goldenberg said. 

Also common in winter months 
are injuries due to falls on icy streets 
and injuries related to winter sports, 
such as wrist fractures or torn liga-
ments in the knee.    

Bed bugs have resurged in the 
past couple years, too. Goldenberg 
said students who traveled dur-
ing break – especially overseas 
– should be vigilant about bed 
bugs. Students who suspect they 
have bed bugs in their residence 
hall room should inform Facilities 
Management to have the room in-
spected, she said. 

As for the H1N1 virus, Gold-
enberg said that most experts ex-
pect a third wave to hit.

“All of our clinicians are aware 
of this possibility and we are moni-
toring the situation on campus,” 
Goldenberg said.

The University has already 
distributed 9,000 free vaccines to 
students, faculty and staff, and 
Goldenberg said they have been 
proactive in H1N1 education and 
placing hand sanitizer containers 
all over campus. 

Goldenberg said she con-
tinuously advises students to eat 
healthy, get enough sleep and ex-
ercise regularly in order to prevent 
the flu and other viral infections. u

Two simple ingredients, three 
flavorful meals. Bread and cheese 
can go a long way in a college 
student’s diet, and these varia-
tions can serve for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. The best part – cheap, 
cheap, cheap. Even if you don’t have a kitchen, these versions 
of the classic grilled cheese can be easily adapted. Simply buy 
a grilled cheese from any place nearby, open it up at home 
and add in your favorite condiments, meats and veggies. 

- photos by Viktors Dindzans | Photo editor
- food prepared by remy Tumin | Food Columnist

Breakfast
Croque Madame

INGreDIeNTs
w 2 slices bread of your choice
w 3 slices of gruyère or Swiss cheese
w 2 slices of ham
w 1 egg
w 2 tbsp butter

1. Heat pan with 1 tbsp butter. Layer two slices of cheese and 
ham in between bread. Place sandwich in pan. Cook each side for 
3 minutes, or until golden brown.
2. While the sandwich is cooking, heat in another pan 1 tbsp of 
butter. Crack egg into pan, making sure the yolk doesn’t break. 
Cook the fried egg for 3 to 5 minutes, making sure the egg white 
is fully cooked.
3. When the sandwich is almost done cooking, place one slice of 
cheese on top and cover; allow to melt.
4. Place egg on top of sandwich, and you're ready to start your 
day with this French standard.

Lunch 
Grilled Cheese with Avocado and 

Turkey
INGreDIeNTs
w 2 slices of bread of your choice
w 2 slices of cheese of your choice
w 2 slices of turkey
w Half of an avocado
w 1 tbsp butter or olive oil

1. Cut avocado in half, taking out the pit. Score the avocado 
length wise, and scoop out slices with a spoon.
2. Heat pan with butter or olive oil.
3. Combine ingredients in between the two slices of bread and 
cook for 3 minutes per side, or until golden and melted.
4. Make your friends jealous with a gourmet lunch that didn’t 
cost an arm and a leg.

Dinner
Open-faced Grilled Cheese with Chicken 

Breast and Peppers

INGreDIeNTs
w 1 or 2 slices of bread of your choice
w 2 slices of cheese (gruyère or crumbled goat cheese is best)
w 1 chicken breast
w 1 bell pepper
w 3 tbsp olive oil

1. Slice chicken breast into thin slices. Season with salt and pep-
per. Heat pan with 2 tbsp olive oil and add chicken.  
2. While chicken is cooking, slice peppers into slices. Add to 
chicken and cook together for around 10 minutes until chicken is 
golden brown and peppers are soft.
3. Assemble sandwich by layering the ingredients. Reheat pan with 
1 tbsp of olive oil and cook in pan until cheese melts. Eat immedi-
ately or your friends might steal it.

The winter blues and flus
by Julie DouGlas 
Hatchet Reporter

PhoTo illusTraTion by Marie MCGrory | haTCheT PhoToGraPher
Typical winter health issues like flus and colds are common among students at this time of year, but 
so are injuries sustained from falling on icy streets.

Cold weather presents new health issues for students

SEX
Let's talk
a b o u t

a reformed condom abuser

Layla

Sex Columnist

Three ways for 
grilled cheese

Remy Tumin

Food Columnist
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A D.C. Council bill that 
would allow D.C. business 
owners to ban smoking on the 
sidewalks outside their estab-
lishments moved forward with 
initial approval from the coun-
cil earlier this month.

The smoking ban, intro-
duced by D.C. Councilmember 
Phil Mendelson, D-At Large, 
would allow stores and busi-
nesses to post no smoking 
signs up to 25 feet away from 
their business.

The full council will most 
likely vote on the bill “sometime 
early [this] year,” according to a 

Washington Post report.
University spokeswoman 

Michelle Sherrard said the 
University will respond to and 
comply with the bill once it has 
been finalized, saying it is cur-
rently “too premature to specu-
late” on whether the University 
will post no smoking signs out-
side of buildings.

Joe Audi, the owner of GW 
Deli, said he has no plans to ban 
smoking outside. Students of-
ten smoke outside of the store, 
which has a large planter filled 
with sand for cigarette butts 
near the sidewalk.

“I would never do that,” 
Audi said of posting no smok-
ing signs.

Audi said cigarette sales 
have dropped since the District 
began imposing higher taxes 
on cigarettes.

“When I first got here I sold 
2,000 packs a week,” Audi said. 
“Now I sell 200. Sales have 
dropped tremendously.”

The proposed ban comes 
after several legislative and 
community-based efforts to 
regulate public smoking in 
D.C. Law school professor John 
Banzhaf threatened to sue the 
University in 2006 over public 
smoking issues, and several 

graduate students said they 
collected more than 500 signa-
tures in an effort to lobby the 
University to ban smoking on 
University property last year.

Freshman Dyllan Mont 
said she doesn’t think the bill, 
if made into law, will be effec-
tive.

“I smoke, and [I don’t 
think] that people are going to 
be encouraged to quit because 
of a ban on smoking. It will 
just make them resent the lead-
ers who enacted those rules,” 
Mont said.

But businesses should be 
allowed to ban smoking out-
side, freshman Alex Mizenko 
said

“I think that a store owner 
has the right to not want peo-
ple to smoke in front of their 
stores,” Mizenko said.

The bill also levies large 
fines on smokers under the age 
of 18. Fines like that are too pu-
nitive, Mizenko said.

“I think it’s ridiculous to 
fine people for smoking under 
the age of 18. It’s an example of 
the government being too in-
trusive in people’s lives,” Miz-
enko said. “If they can manage 
to get the cigarettes, then they 
should be able to smoke.” u

Bill to combat sidewalk 
smoking moves forward
by Ariel FeldmAN and 
GAbrielle bluestoNe  
Hatchet Reporters

Photo illustrAtioN by FrANcis riverA
The D.C. Council has given initial approval to a bill that would allow store owners to ban smoking up to 
25 feet away from  their business.

"When I first got here I 
sold 2,000 packs a week. 

Now I sell 200. Sales 
have dropped  
tremendously."

Joe Audi
Owner, GW Deli

high school, including stu-
dents from Roosevelt High 
School itself, Howard Univer-
sity, Trinity University, and 
other local community orga-
nizations.

Some projects had cha-
otic beginnings, with frantic 
searches for supplies.

“Though a lot of us mean 
well, I think it could be bet-
ter organized,” junior Stefan 
Dabic said, referencing the 
lack of painting tape and the 
mess of paint in a few areas 
that stemmed from it.

“I think there is a lot of 
great motivation and great 
passion because of Martin 
Luther King Day, and I think 
it was a great event, but it was 
run poorly, and that is even 
worse,” junior Shiv Mohini 
said.

Though supplies dwin-
dled later in the afternoon, 
the majority of students inter-
viewed expressed satisfaction 
with the organization, plan-
ning and execution of the day 
of service.

Junior Andrew Kinlock, a 
team leader, emphasized that 

team leaders were in many 
cases able to improvise, and 
therefore a lack of supplies 
was not very detrimental. 

“I thought it was pretty 
well organized. They knew 
the numbers of people that 
were going to be here, and they 
got as many supplies as they 
could,” junior Adam Layne 
said. “Even when there was a 
shortage of supplies, they were 
good about getting more.”

University President Ste-
ven Knapp arrived later in the 
afternoon and participated 
in select projects around the 
campus.

“I think [the Obama Ser-
vice Challenge] probably helps 
people think about [commu-
nity service] and look for op-
portunities. So in that way, the 
Obama challenge has been 
very positive,” Knapp said. “I 
know there are students here 
who volunteer every year in 
many different ways, and it’s 
not like they didn’t ever do it 
before. I think probably to get 
the numbers, and get the con-
centration and organization 
we have today, we needed to 
have the challenge.”

Participating students 
were told in an e-mail they 
“must wear clothing that has 
the George Washington Uni-

versity Logo and/or is buff/
blue colored.”

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said it was 
not so much a dress code, but 
more a way to identify the GW 
students among other students 
participating in community 
service on site that day.

Another reason for the 
dress requirements was to en-
courage school spirit, Sherrard 
added.

During the closing cer-
emony, Acosta thanked the 
day’s participants for their 
hard work.

“See this bag?” she said, 
pointing to an empty garbage 
bag. “It’s not doing its pur-
pose, is it? This was us when 
you arrived here today.” Then 
she lifted up a full garbage bag. 
“See this bag? This is us when 
you leave today. When you ar-
rived today, we were empty, 
and you have left us full. I can 
never thank you enough.”

Knapp, who ended the 
day’s events with a speech, 
promised GW’s continued 
investment in the success of 
Roosevelt Senior High School.

“If you look around, we’ve 
done a tremendous amount 
today, and there’s still a lot 
more to be done,” Knapp said. 
“We will be back.” u
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Additional fundraising 
opportunities decided upon 
at the meeting include a ben-
efit party Feb. 3 in the Marvin 
Center and a potential “Din-
ing for Haiti” event, in which 
local dining establishments 
would donate part of their 
proceeds to the cause.

Some members of the GW 
community said they were di-
rectly affected by the tragedy 
in Haiti. Freshman Veronique 
Cadet said several of her fam-
ily members live in Haiti.

“My grandparents’ house 
was partially destroyed,” 
Cadet said. “And they know 
some people who died.” 

Cadet said she would like 
to go to Haiti to assist in the 
relief effort, but did not know 
how that would work.

Senior Adolf Alzuphar, a 
native of Haiti, is collecting 
canned goods and funds to 
send to the relief effort. Al-
zuphar said he lost his house 
in the earthquake, and that 
although he cannot go back 
to his country to help with re-

lief efforts, he said collecting 
food and clothing is the best 
he can do.

“It’s horrible,” Alzuphar 
said. “Right now this is a test 
of our character. What do you 
do in a situation like this? 
The best that I can do is raise 
money and collect clothes 
and food.”

Several physicians from 
the University’s Medical Cen-
ter were on their way to Haiti 
to assist in emergency opera-
tions, Knapp said in an e-mail 
to the University last week.

Joseph Barbera, an associ-
ate professor of engineering 
management and systems en-
gineering, said in an e-mail to 
his mental and public health 
emergency class Thursday 
that he was going to Haiti to 
assist in search and rescue op-
erations.

“I am always conflicted 
in these deployments, since I 
don’t like missing work com-
mitments,” said Barbera, who 
is also co-director of the GW 
Institute for Crisis Disaster 
and Risk Management. “I 
hope you understand, how-
ever, since the human need in 
this situation is great and the 
expertise provides significant 

benefit.”
University spokeswoman 

Michelle Sherrard said mem-
bers of the GW community 
were responding to the disas-
ter in several ways.

“Many across the GW 
community are asking how 
they can help,” Sherrard 
said in an e-mail. “They have 
been making monetary do-
nations to organizations on 
their own. Several GW medi-
cal personnel are lending 
their services in Haiti and 
students and student orga-
nizations are mobilizing to 
organize relief efforts,” Sher-
rard said. 

Bernard Demczuk, vice 
president for D.C. govern-
ment relations, expressed the 
desire to work with student 
groups to create a relief pro-
gram of some permanency.

“I know that in a week 
or two or three we will all go 
back to our various struggles 
that we all have and we will 
forget that the rebuilding will 
take years and years,“ Dem-
czuk said. “My only contri-
bution is if we can help you 
create something permanent 
that will continue to last years 
down the road.” u
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Sales Assistant. Investment research firm seeks 
assistant to provide support to sales team. 
Schedule appointments, confirm meetings, prepare 
itineraries, folders, and travel and expense reports. 
Must have previous office experience, computer 
proficiency, and be available at least 15-20 hours 
per week. Availability to work through summer a 
plus. Salary $12/hour. Position available immedi-
ately. Fax resume: 202-955-6475

Student houSing

Warm, loving family looking for after-school care for 
6 year old girl in exchange for a private, comfort-
able apartment complete with bedroom, kitchenette, 
bathroom and private entrance in the family's home. 
Prefer a grad student (education major a plus) who 
could start work around 3 pm and finish by 7 pm or 
earlier most evenings. Duties would include trans-
portation to and from after school activities (car 
provided during work hours), preparing basic meals 
for the child, and providing a stimulating environ-
ment for a growing mind. The home is located in the 
Palisades, near Sibley hospital, on the D6 bus line. 
Contact: aschers@gunet.georgetown.edu

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Lamebrain
5 Kind of TV now

converted from
digital

11 Wood-shaping
tool

14 Gas brand in
Canada

15 Where to dock a
Sea Ray

16 Monkʼs title
17 Zealous sort

whose schedule
may include 27-,
50- and 64-
Across

19 Cyclotron bit
20 Weapon using

high-arcing
ammo

21 Morale booster
22 Early second-

century year
23 Desktop picture
25 Japanese

dramatic form
26 Suffix with chlor-

or sulf-

27 See 17-Across
31 Head honcho
32 Spitfire-flying

grp.
33 Rapper Kanye
34 Tax investigator,

for short
36 Port of old Rome
38 A/C fig.
40 Spin doctorʼs

concern
43 Golf innovator

Callaway and
bridge maven
Culbertson

45 She-bears,
south of the
border

47 Barker
48 Like bad losers
50 See 17-Across
53 Printersʼ

measures
54 London facility
55 Greek

counterpart of
Mars

56 Blond shade

57 River of
Florence

59 Material thing
63 “Mamma ___!”
64 See 17-Across
66 Off-road

transport, for
short

67 One unlikely to
compromise

68 Fuel from bogs
69 Word in alumnae

bios
70 Big name in

small swimsuits
71 Many-axled

vehicle

Down
1 Appear to be
2 Golfʼs ___ Aoki
3 Roman Cath.

title
4 Word with justice

or license
5 Cynical Bierce
6 Scotʼs denial
7 ___ Sea (Amu

Daryaʼs outlet)
8 Kind of will
9 What a flamingo

might stand on
10 Countryʼs Brooks
11 Devotee
12 Sci-fi

automatons
13 Class clowns,

e.g.
18 Monticello or

Saratoga
24 Crash-probing

agcy.
27 Old hand
28 Refrain syllables
29 Item in a manʼs

medicine chest

30 10th-century
Holy Roman
emperor

31 Emeril
catchword

35 Loaded onto the
wrong truck, say

37 Spot in the
Seine

39 McCainʼs alma
mater: Abbr.

41 55-Across, e.g.
42 I, to Claudius
44 Save for a rainy

day
46 Go along with
48 One on deck
49 Like some job

training
51 Novelist ___ de

Balzac

52 Movie camera
lens settings

54 Northern
Scandinavians

58 Mayberry boy
60 “Gotcha”
61 Orioles or

Cardinals
62 Bigfootʼs Asian

cousin
65 Tripperʼs turn-on
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Across
1 Words of

generosity
5 Lack of pity

14 Toy (with)
15 Pinch sources
16 Where the word

“Christian” is first
used in the Bible

17 “The Diamond
Smugglers”
author, 1957

18 Results of bad
trips?

20 Determine
21 Come together
22 It may be

advanced
23 One often

planted on a
window ledge?

25 Doctor Who and
others, briefly

26 Back up a
backup

28 Daily reading for
many Parisians

30 Question asked
12 times in
Matthew

31 Celeb once
called Her Royal
Highness

32 Overnight
accommodation?

37 Single halves
38 Used as

sustenance
39 Entangled by
41 Worth

mentioning
42 Comfy slip-on
43 Traffic reporter?:

Abbr.
44 Kind of filling
45 Radio unit: Abbr.
46 Winner of seven

Tonys in 1980
48 “The Lion in

Winter” role
50 Logging tool
53 Brand in a

medicine cabinet
55 Very abrupt

meetings?

56 With 7-Down,
slowly remove
from

57 Athleteʼs foot
applications?

58 “Over here …”

Down
1 ___ mind
2 Burger request
3 Chain whose

name derives
from its original
room rate

4 Wagnerʼs ___ of
Brabant

5 Catcher
6 945-liter units
7 See 56-Across
8 Org. whose

members rush
9 “Thatʼs what you

think!”
10 U.S. city near

Russia
11 Ended a scene,

say
12 Place for a page
13 Army squad

cmdrs.
15 Long period, as

of illness
19 “When You Are

Engulfed in
Flames” essayist

21 Sign of
satisfaction

23 Lets go
24 ___ acetate

(banana oil)
27 Certain perfume
28 Packed
29 “Around the

World in 80
Days” star, 1956

31 Ancient
Anatolian
kingdom where
coins are said to
have been
invented

33 12-Down worker
34 Petraʼs

population
35 Suze Orman

recommendation
s

36 Californiaʼs
Santa ___ Valley

39 Continue a trip
40 Danger during a

thaw
41 See ʼn Say

sounds
42 Pfizer rival
44 Low class

47 Old lampshade
material

48 What many a
pop song has

49 Complain
51 Award instituted

by Queen
Victoria: Abbr.

52 Glue stick brand
54 Leaf cutter, e.g.
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www.gwmarketplace.com (202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079        Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.  

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW stu-
dents and faculty.  

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word 
beyond that.

All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the inter-
net, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office.  An 
extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover, 
as well as cash and check through our office.

January 19, 2010 w Page  9

JobS

Sponsor the Sudoku puzzle!

Ads start at just $37.50.
Call a sales rep today at (202) 994-7682.
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Join The Hatchet's 
Production Team today. 

e-mail production@gwhatchet.com
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Last WorD
“I truly believe we could walk in the 

gym blindfolded and shoot better 

than 27 percent.”
Women's basketball Mike Bozeman 
on his team's poor shooting perfor-

mance in its loss to Charlotte

Number cruNch
The number of leads 
the GW women's bas-
ketball team held in 
its 52-42 loss to Char-
lotte Saturday. The 
Colonials got within 

one point during the second half but 
never overtook the 49ers.

0
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upcomING Games

The GW women’s basketball 
team hosted the defending Atlantic 
10 champions at the Smith Center 
Saturday, and though the Colonials 
never led and walked away with 
their fourth straight loss and 12th 
in 13 games, head coach Mike Boze-
man did not seem overly disap-
pointed with his team’s play.

“I thought it was a hard-fought 
game on both sides,” Bozeman said 
of the 52-42 loss to Charlotte. “I’m 
as proud with my girls as I can be, to 
be on the losing side of the game.”

Part of that pride, he said, came 
from GW’s (3-12, 0-3 A-10) contin-
ued adjustment amid a season that 
has seen the team’s already small 
and inexperienced roster further 
limited by injuries. The Colonials 
entered the game with only eight 
healthy players and three side-
lined by injuries, then lost fresh-
man Shi-Heria Shipp for Saturday’s 
game when she went down with a 
sprained ankle in the first half.

“We had people playing out 
of position,” Bozeman said. “We 
moved [sophomore] Tiana [Myers] 
to the one. She showed a lot of char-
acter and a lot of heart.”

Myers ended up leading the 
team with 15 points while grab-
bing seven rebounds, but it was not 
enough to beat a Charlotte team 
that took control early with an 8-0 
lead and never fully let it go.

GW made just eight of 36 shots 
from the floor in the first half and 
was unable to find a way to consis-
tently break the 49ers’ aggressive 
zone and man-to-man defenses. 
Still, the Colonials were able to keep 
the game close, matching Charlotte 
in the rebounding and turnover de-
partments to go into halftime trail-
ing by seven.

Charlotte head coach Karen As-
ton said she thought GW’s defense 
is what kept the game close despite 
its poor shooting.

“[Zone defenses] have a ten-
dency to slow the tempo of the 
game down and I think that was to 
their favor against our team,” As-
ton said. “We got out of the gates 

pretty quick and then the tempo 
really slowed. And they obviously 
are doing that for the right rea-
sons.” 

Aston went on to praise Boze-
man for the job he has done dealing 
with his team’s injuries.

“He’s limited on players, and 
I have to say that he’s doing a tre-

mendous job with the personnel 
he has,” she said. “They give them-
selves a chance to win and they’ll 
upset some teams, without ques-
tion.”

The Colonials made several 
runs in the second half that threat-
ened Charlotte’s lead. After red-
shirt freshman Brooke Wilson hit a 
three and sophomore Sara Mostafa 
added a layup on GW’s next pos-
session, GW cut its deficit to one 
point with less than 13 minutes 
remaining.

The game stayed close through-
out the next few minutes until the 
49ers went on a 9-0 run beginning 
near the 6-minute mark led by ju-
nior guard Shannon McCallum, 
who led all scorers with 21 points.

GW, which trailed by 10 by the 
time the women scored again, was 
not able to overcome the deficit in 
the game’s final minutes.

Despite his team’s continued 
struggles, Bozeman said the Colo-
nials are not getting down on them-
selves.

“You go into our locker room 
after the game, there’s nobody in 
there feeling sorry for ourselves. We 
don’t wanna hear that,” Bozeman 
said. “We’re gonna keep fighting, 
and we’ll get it together.”

The second-year head coach 
also said that his team’s shoot-
ing woes – GW finished the game 
shooting 27 percent from the field 
– need to improve for a turnaround 
to begin.

“I truly believe we could walk 
in the gym blindfolded and shoot 
better than 27 percent,” Bozeman 
said. “We’ll raise that percentage up 
and it’s gonna result in a different 
result at the end of the game.”

The Colonials will continue 
their season Tuesday when they 
travel to Richmond. The game is 
scheduled for a 7 p.m. start. u

W. basketball stays positive amid skid
by NeIL sharma  
Hatchet Staff Writer

mIcheLLe rattINGer | assIstaNt photo eDItor
Sophomore Kay-Kay Allums tries to split a pair of Charlotte defenders in 
GW's 52-42 loss Saturday.

Her team took 63 shots on 
Saturday, missing 46 on its way to 
a 10-point loss, and all Ivy Abio-
na could do was write it down. 
Circles for makes, X’s for misses 
on white paper with black lines 
recreating the markings of a bas-
ketball court.

It’s a bit of a role adjustment 
for Abiona, a redshirt junior who 
last year was second on the wom-
en’s basketball team in rebounds, 
blocks and field-goal percentage 
and was to be the lone upper-
classman on the floor for the Co-
lonials this season.

“That's my job now,” she says 
with a laugh when describing her 
shot-chart duties. “That's my new 
role on the bench. Whatever they 
need me to do, I'm fine with it.”

A knee injury suffered this 
summer was initially expected 
only to delay the beginning of her 
season. In recent weeks, however, 
the decision was made to keep 
her out of action for the rest of the 
year, meaning one bad step ended 
her season before it began.

“When we started rehab, 
it looked like I would be back 
around this time,” she says. “But 
obviously I’m not.”

She didn’t hear a pop, so 
Abiona thought she was okay. 

That’s what they say happens 
when you tear your ACL, so when 
she hurt her knee landing on an-
other girl’s foot during a pickup 
game this summer, Abiona knew 

she might be injured but didn’t 
fear the worst. She iced her knee 
on the side while the games con-
tinued, returning to high spirits 
by joking around with those there, 
including sophomore teammate 
Tiana Myers.

The swelling subsided over 
the coming days as Abiona await-
ed the results of an MRI, never 
expecting the news she received 
a few days later: Her right ACL 
had, in fact, been torn in her pick-
up game tumble.

So unbelievable did Abiona 
find the news that she sought a 
second opinion, turning to anoth-
er doctor for advice and praying 
for the best.

“I was hoping for him to say 
it's not that bad or it's like a to-
your-discretion kind of thing,” 
she says. “It was pretty dejecting 
to hear that two times over.”

Abiona is no stranger to inju-
ries resulting in a lengthy rehabil-
itation process that inclue a tem-
porary derailment of her playing 
prospects. Two years ago, Abiona 
missed what would have been 
her sophomore season when she 
tore part of the patella tendon in 
her left knee, prompting a year-
long recovery process. 

“This summer it was just like, 
‘Finally I can work on things and 
get better,’” she says. “So when I 
found out [it was torn] it was def-
initely a little disheartening and a 
huge blow.”

Then came the process of 
spreading the news. She told her 
parents, her roommates and her 
coaching staff, at which point as-
sistant coach Katie Rokus took the 
reins and told the rest of the team 
so Abiona wouldn’t need to go 
through the story again and again.

“I think that was one of the 
top-10 most emotional times 
that I’ve been involved in with a 
player,” head coach Mike Boze-
man says. “She gathered herself 
and that’s just a testament to her 
character.”

The stationery bike is boring 
– you don’t go anywhere, Abiona 
complains – but it’s become part 
of the rehab routine as the fourth-
year forward tries to get her body 
back in gear in the wake of an inju-
ry that often keeps athletes out of 
action for eight months to a year.

Her movements have pro-
gressed and expanded in recent 
months, from walking and jogging 
to multidirectional squats and leg 
lifts, and she’s gotten to the point 
where she’s resumed basic basket-
ball activities such as shooting.

There are times, Abiona says 
with a laugh, when she begins to 
feel comfortable enough that her 
limitations are forgotten.

“But then you’re easily re-
minded when you can’t go a cer-
tain distance, can’t go a certain 
way,” she adds.

Abiona’s recovery has been 
more than a physical endeavor, 
drawing on a support group out-
side her team – “Why put another 
thing on their minds?” she says 

– that includes her older brother 
and parents and helps her stay 
positive despite her struggles.

And then there is her faith, not 
only in Christianity and a fateful 
worldview, but her place in it.

“I just know that God has a 
plan for everyone and it might 
not be the plan that you want; it 
might just be totally the oppo-
site,” she says. “But there's a plan 
for everything.”

The bench is generally a 
place associated with sitting, but 
Abiona is quick to her feet. to give 
feedback to her young teammates 

Abiona finds new roles while sidelined
Forward ruled out for remainder of year
by DaN GreeNe  
Sports Editor
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Redshirt junior Ivy Abiona stands during GW's loss Saturday. Abiona is in the 
midst of missing her second season in three years due to a knee injury.

The GW gymnastics team 
opened its season at home 
Sunday, finishing third place 
in the six-team Lindsey Fer-
ris/GW Invitational at the 
Smith Center.

The meet featured five 
other teams, including event-
winner North Carolina as 
well as Temple, Cornell, Wil-
liam & Mary and the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. The 
invitational honored program 

alumna Lindsey Ferris, who 
died in January 2006 while 
working as a special agent for 
the Air Force Office of Special 
Investigation.

Fans made their presence 
felt throughout the event, 
wearing their school’s colors 
and encouraging the com-
petitors with cheers. North 
Carolina supporters were of-
ten heard yelling “Tar,” which 
the respective athletes would 
respond to with a chant of 
“Heels.”

The Colonials’ team 

score of 187.825 was bested 
by the Tar Heels’ 192.450 and 
Temple’s 189.150, with GW’s 
opening-round vault score of 
48.125 being the highest of the 
day.

Freshman Kayla Carto 
and junior Leslie Delima led 
the Colonials with all-around 
scores of 37.750 and 37.725, re-
spectively. 

The Colonials continue 
their season Sunday at West 
Virginia and next return home 
Feb. 14 against North Carolina 
State. u

Gymnastics takes third in opener
by Noah coheN  
Hatchet Reporter
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Sophomore Brittany Burnham competes on the 
uneven bars during Sunday's six-team meet.

"I just know that God 
has a plan for everyone 
and it might not be the 

plan that you want... but 
there's a plan 

for everything."

Ivy AbIonA
Women's basketball player

See abIoNa: Page 7

sWIm teams take thIrD 
at urI INvItatIoNaL

Both GW’s men’s and wom-
en’s swimming finished third this 
weekend in the teams’ opening 
events of the season at the URI 
Invitational in Kingston, R.I.

GW swimmers showed well 
at the event, placing in the top 
five in 27 of the 38 events over 
the course of the two-day com-
petition. Junior Noelle Miesfeld 
placed first in the 200-yard but-
terfly with a time of 2:11.71, three 
seconds shy of her career-best 
time in the event. 

On the men’s side, freshman 
Niklas Glenesk won the 1,000-
yard freestyle for the Colonials 
with a time of 9:50.36. Glensek 
also took second in the 200-
yard freestyle. 

GW’s next event is this Fri-
day at 6 p.m. at the Smith Cen-
ter pool against Howard. The 
athletic department will also 
honor the teams' seniors before 
the meet.

meN's teNNIs Drops opeNer

The GW men’s tennis team 
fell 6-1 in its spring season open-
er at Old Dominion last Satur-
day. 

Sophomore Richard Blumen-
feld was the sole singles winner 
for the Colonials, defeating Old 
Dominion freshman Alfredo Ro-
driguez in three sets, 6-3, 4-6, 
(10-7). 

GW also lost two of three 
doubles contests, with the lone 
victory coming from the num-
ber two pair of Ugur Atalay and 
Arya Vayghan, who won 9-8 (5). 
GW’s 29th-ranked doubles pair 
of Atalay and junior Erik Han-
nah did not compete as a duo 
against Old Dominion. 

Next up for the Colonials is a 
road date against Temple Feb. 5.

WomeN's basketbaLL
vs. richmond
Richmond, Va.
Tuesday, 7 p.m.

meN's squash
vs. Navy
Annapolis, Md.
Wednesday, 5 p.m.

meN's basketbaLL
vs. Dayton
Dayton, Oh.
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
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