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Stories of indifferent and incompe-
tent academic advisers have prompted 
one GW parent to try and fix advising 
issues across the University.   

Masood Vojdani, incoming chair 
of the Parents Campaign Philanthropy 
Board, has reached out to groups of stu-
dents and gathered their stories – good 
and bad - about advising at GW. Voj-
dani said he has received more than 70 
e-mails from students about their advis-
ing problems.  

“My initial feelings started with my 
own kids. After hearing their advising 
experiences, I talked to about 20 of their 
friends,” Vojdani said. “I kept finding 
another nightmare story. I had to go 
through 17 kids before I found one good 
experience.” 

After word spread about Vojdani’s 
interest in advising, students filled his 
inbox with complaints about the advis-
ing experience.   

“Some juniors said they don’t even 
care about advising and they don’t visit 
their advisers anymore,” Vojdani said. 
“GW is a great school, but it lacks in this 
area. Advisers need to be hand-holding, 

Parent 
tackles 
advising 
issues
by Saira thaDani 
Hatchet Staff Writer

Task force explores new, hands-on learning

University announces 
two all-female dorms

Two residence halls – 2109 F 
Street and Mount Vernon’s Mer-
riweather Hall – will become all-
female housing next year, after the 
University announced in December 
that the current all-female option, 
Strong Hall, will be converted to so-
rority housing next year.

Seth Weinshel, director of GW 
Housing Programs, confirmed the 
changes this week, and while inter-
viewed residents of Strong say they 
are relieved there will be all-female 

options next year, some said the new 
options are not as nice or desirable as 
Strong.  

Sophomore Asifa Habib said 
that 2109 F Street is not as appealing 
as Strong because it does not have 
single rooms.

“You learn to live with it,” Habib 
said of the change.

Many of the residents in Strong 
live there for religious and cultural 
reasons, as they can take off their hi-
jabs – traditional Muslim head scarfs 
– and relax and unwind without 

by Marielle MonDon and eMily cahn 
Hatchet Reporters

See DorMS: Page 6

As lingering economic issues 
continue to pose a threat to college 
enrollments across the county, GW is 
expected to meet or exceed its admis-
sions expectations, a University ad-
ministrator said this week.

While the Chronicle of Higher 
Education reported earlier this month 
that some private college presidents 

are worried about enrollment levels 
for the fall 2010 semester, Senior Vice 
President for Student and Academic 
Support Services Robert Chernak 
said this week that GW expects to be 
slightly more selective in this year’s 
admissions process, despite being one 
of the most expensive universities in 
the nation.

“Due to our most recent experi-
ence of improving yield, it is more 
likely this year that we will accept a 
smaller percentage of applicants and 

establish a slightly larger waiting list,” 
Chernak said in an e-mail.  

The University received 20,475 
undergraduate applications this year, 
an all-time high. 

Like many private colleges and 
universities, GW relies heavily upon 
enrollment – with 71 percent of its 
operating budget made up of enroll-
ment-based revenue like tuition and 
housing – making target enrollment 

GW hopes to buck enrollment trends

QUICKTAKES

20,475 
Number of undergraduate 
applications the University 

received this year

2,350
The target number for 

freshman enrollment for 
the class of 2014

2,550 
The number of students 
who submitted deposits 

for the class of 2013

by Matt riSt 
Senior Staff Writer

DAYTON, Ohio – Coming off a 
pair of excruciating conference losses to 
Xavier and La Salle last week, the GW 
men’s basketball team entered its game 
Wednesday looking for redemption and 
a signature win against a Dayton team 
that is expected to finish first in the con-
ference and compete well into March.

The Flyers had other ideas for the 
Colonials, however, breaking away ear-
ly in the first half and cruising through 
the second on their way to handing 
GW a 66-51 beat-down, Dayton’s 30th 
straight home win.

The Colonials (11-6, 1-3 Atlantic 10) 
hung with the Flyers early, trading bas-
kets until the 16:18 mark, when Dayton 
took over the lead permanently. GW 
faded quickly from there as Dayton 
grew its lead to six within two minutes 
and to 15 with just under a minute and a 
half left in the first half. The second half 

ShiningSupport

Michelle rattinger | aSSiStant Photo eDitor 
Freshman Olayemi Otun listens to Michael Tapscott, director of the Multicultural Student Services Center, during a candlelight vigil for Haiti earthquake  
victims in University Yard Tuesday evening.

Colonials 
downed in 
Dayton

by louiS nelSon
Contributing Sports Editor

Traditional lecture halls and 
book discussions may be under-
going a change at GW, as top Uni-
versity officials are exploring how 
today’s students learn with tech-
nology and hands-on activities. 

Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Donald Leh-
man launched a 13-member teach-
ing consortium task force last fall, 
which he said would discover the 
best ways to educate students and 
professors by examining different 
ways to reach students and teach 
professors how to connect with stu-
dents to assess learning. 

“Assessing learning does not 
mean you’re taking a course and 
getting a grade,” Lehman said.  “We 
have global perspectives as to what 
a student should be able to do when 
they graduate, like critical thinking 
or connotative reasoning.” 

The task force is co-chaired by 
Dianne Martin, associate vice presi-
dent for graduate studies and Aca-
demic Affairs, and associate pro-
fessor of finance Gergana Jostova.  
When selecting the team, Lehman 
chose faculty who “had already 
shown an interest in pedagogy” – 
the study of how people learn. 

The task force will spend the 
next two months developing a 
more “comprehensive approach” 
to teaching and learning at the Uni-
versity, Lehman said. The task force 

is discussing launching a teaching 
center that would invite professors 
for brown-bag lunches and lectures 
on reaching students. 

Lehman said professor of phys-
ics Gerald Feldman is a good exam-

ple of the new teaching style. Using 
a “scale-up” model in his freshman 
physics class, Feldman inserted lab-
oratory work directly into class lec-
tures – the University even built a 
special classroom for this purpose. 

This environment allows students 
“to work on the concepts, and then 
to be able to do the experiments 
that are connected with what they 

by olivia kenney 
Hatchet Staff Writer

FranciS rivera | hatchet  PhotograPher

Professor of physics Larry Medsker's class exemplifies a more hands-on teaching technique being explored by Executive 
Vice President for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman.

See learning: Page 10See BBall: Page 8

See enrollMent: Page 6

See aDviSing: Page 6



2.0News SnapShot

H

In BrIef

CaleNdar

Thursday
how I found My Job during the 
economic downturn
Listen to alumni who graduated in 
the midst of the economic down-
turn discuss how they landed a job. 
RSVP required.
Career Center 208 | 6 to 7 p.m.

fundraiser party for 
haiti
Have fun and support 
Haiti’s earthquake victims 
at GW’s fundraising party. 
$5 to enter.
Marvin Center third floor | 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

an evening with Thomas 
friedman
Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor Thomas Friedman will 
discuss his new book during 

this lecture. Ticket required.
Lisner Auditorium | 7:30 to 
9 p.m.

Men’s basketball vs. 
richmond
Cheer on the  
Colonials as they take 
on Richmond.
 
Smith Center | 2 p.m.

WeB eXTra
language Center gets facelift
Phillips Hall receives 
technological upgrades.

WeB eXTra
Student takes on textbook prices
Sophomore creates Web site to combat 
high GW Bookstore prices.

MulTIMedIa
VIdeo
Vigil for Haiti
Students and staff gathered in University 
Yard to remember those lost in Haiti.
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Man allegedly attacked 
with knife on G street

frIday

MIChelle raTTInGer | assIsTanT phoTo edITor
K-Beta performs at the 9:30 Club monday as part of a benefit concert raising money for haiti. other performers included Uptown Xo, tabi Bernay 
and Wale. All proceeds from ticket sales and drinks went to Yelé, a haitian relief organization.

saTurday

A woman attacked a student and threat-
ened another pedestrian with a knife at the 
corner of 21st and G streets Friday, according 
to a Metropolitan Police Department report. 

The suspect, described as a heavy, 
5-foot-6 black woman in her early twenties, 
allegedly walked up to a freshman and hit 
him in the right side of the face at 8:15 a.m., 
according to the report.  

She then took his headphones from his 
ears and threw them on the ground, ask-
ing him, “What you want?” and making a 
“threatening gesture,” according to the re-
port. 

The woman then walked west on 21st 
Street, where she encountered a 58-year-old 
man who reported to MPD that she bumped 
into him. 

When he asked her if there was a prob-
lem, the woman “produced a knife and stat-
ed to [the man], ‘This is the problem,’ ” the 
report states.  

According to the report, the woman 
was last seen walking west on the 2100 
block of G Street. Neither alleged victim re-
sponded to requests for comment Wednes-
day evening.

– Gabrielle Bluestone

Murdoch to headline 
next Kalb report

Rupert Murdoch – founder, chairman 
and CEO of News Corporation – will sit 
down with journalist Marvin Kalb to dis-
cuss the future of journalism Feb. 9 for the 
next installment of the Kalb Report.

Murdoch is famous for becoming a bil-
lionaire through his ownership of major 
media outlets which include the Wall Street 
Journal, the New York Post, 20th Century 
Fox Film Corporation, the Fox Broadcast-
ing Company, the Fox News Channel, Dow 
Jones & Company, and MySpace.

“There are few people in America who 
exercise so powerful an influence over 
what we see, what we hear, what we know 
about our world as Rupert Murdoch,” Kalb 
said in a news release. “I cannot wait to sit 
down and talk to this media mogul about 
the crisis in contemporary journalism and 
to hear his views about what can be done to 
fix it. What a wonderful opportunity!”

The event – titled “Rupert Murdoch: 
the Making of a Modern Media Mogul” 
– will take place at 8 p.m. at the National 
Press Club. Tickets for the event have al-
ready been sold out, but a live webcast 
of the event will be available at kalb.
gwu.edu.

– emily Cahn



Beginning Monday, stu-
dents can apply to receive a 
portion of a $20,000 public 
service grant endowed by 
the University to support 
student-led service proj-
ects.  

The applications will be 
reviewed by a commission 
of four student volunteers 
on a rolling basis after the 
application goes live Jan. 
25. 

“The Public Service 
Grant Commission encour-
ages innovative, student-
led service opportunities 
through financial and op-
erational support to mobi-
lize individuals and orga-
nizations in GW’s spirit of 

service,” said Jacqueline 
Hackett, the Presidential 
Administrative Fellow for 
the Center of Civic Engage-
ment and Public Service, in 
an e-mail.

The grant will be di-
vided among several appli-
cants as determined by the 
Public Service Grant Com-
mission, which is super-
vised by Hackett. 

Hackett said prefer-
ence would be given to in-
novative project ideas that 
“encourage collaboration 
between multiple student 
organizations or popula-
tions,” and that all projects 
must serve an “in-need 
population.” 

Originally announced 
in October, the grant was 
placed under initial direc-

tion of the Student Associa-
tion, which was given the 
charge of selecting students 
to serve on the commission. 
The commission’s job is to 
now review applications 
and present recommenda-
tions for funding to mem-
bers of Student Academic 
and Support Services, in-
cluding Peter Konwerski, 
associate vice president for 
Student and Academic Sup-
port Services and chief ad-
ministrative officer. 

“The Public Service 
Grant Commission is a great 
opportunity for students to 
do great service projects, 
and I hope that many peo-
ple have an opportunity to 
be a part of creating proj-
ects, participating in ser-
vice projects, and getting 

involved in general,” Stu-
dent Association President 
Julie Bindelglass said.

The students serving on 
the commission are fresh-
man Josh Bailey, senior 
Andi Israel, sophomore 
Joyce Ma, and senior Alya 
Pelleg. They were selected 
by the SA for their previous 
service experience and gen-
eral application of interest. 

Bindelglass said the SA 
will continue to provide 
support but the commission 
will be a separate entity 
from the SA.

“The commission will 
not be able to fund all proj-
ects, or to give the financial 
support that all groups are 
asking for, but can remain 
a resource to help navigate 
other funding sources, ways 

to gain student interest, and 
community organizations 
to work with,” Hackett 
added. 

Konwerski said in an e-
mail that the Center of Civic 
Engagement and Public Ser-
vice is collaborating with 
other departments, such as 
the Office of Community 
Service and the Office of 
Government Relations, to 
support developing student 
service projects throughout 
the year in conjunction with 
Michelle Obama’s service 
challenge to the University 
community. 

Bindelglass said, “The 
grant enables students to 
make service part of their 
daily lives, which is what 
the Michelle Obama service 
challenge is all about.” u
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Fewer job offers and mounting 
debt from student loans have led to 
an uneasy employment atmosphere 
and an increased focus on career de-
velopment on the GW Law School 
campus

Though applications to the law 
school remain steady, current stu-
dents and administrators said the 
lawyers-to-be are concerned about 
their job prospects.

“With the job market tightening 
up, applicants seem to be particu-
larly focused on minimizing their 
debt,” Law School Associate Dean 
of Admissions and Financial Aid 
Anne Richard said.

Ashley Keiser, a third-year law 
student who will graduate in May 
and begin working for the federal 
government in the fall, said she 
knew “many third-year students 
who are graduating this year with-
out jobs.”

“Given how much debt many 
people take on, potentially over 
$150,000, this is a scary proposition 
because loan repayment usually 
starts six months after graduation,” 
she said.

Law school Dean Fredrick Law-
rence said the school is addressing 
employment concerns by increasing 
grant money, scholarships and loan 
repayment that will help offset edu-
cation costs.

“It is natural during challenging 
times to place greater focus on edu-
cation as an investment in oneself 
and one’s future. During the past 
two years, there has been a national 
increase in law school applications, 

and our school is no exception,” he 
said.

Several speakers at the Asso-
ciation of American Law Schools’ 
annual convention in New Orleans 
earlier this month emphasized the 
shrinking legal job market, the 
Chronicle of Higher Education re-
ported earlier this month.

Lawrence said that “although 
not every graduate gets the initial 
job he or she most sought,”  95 
percent of 2008 graduates had a 
job at graduation and 99 percent 
had jobs nine months after gradu-
ation. Despite the strong statistics, 
students approaching graduation 
are skeptical of openings in the job 
market. 

“Three or four years ago, anyone 
with near top-of-the-class grades 
was all but assured a good shot at 
procuring a big firm job with a big 
salary to help pay off the tremen-
dous student loans that most take 
out. In today’s unfortunate reality, 
even top-of-the-class grades, which 
are really difficult to obtain when 
competing directly with the caliber 
of students at GW law, assures a GW 
law student nothing at all,” second-
year law student Mitchell Eisen-
berger said.

Some students who have already 
accepted job offers for after gradua-
tion are skeptical of the certainty of 
offers.

“The current economic situation 
has made it much more stressful to 
be a third-year law student, as there 
is the constant concern that the job 
you have accepted may go away be-
fore you ever get to start,” said Ka-
tie Heckert, who plans to work for 
a medium-sized law firm in Florida 
after she graduates this spring.

The school’s Career Develop-
ment Office provides all law students 
with individualized, one-on-one ca-
reer counseling, which includes de-
velopment and implementation of 
a personalized job search strategy, 
resume and cover letter editing, and 

reviewing networking skills and 
mock interviews, said the office’s 
assistant director, Cindy Tewksbury. 
In an effort to further assist students 
facing a shrinking job market, the 
Career Development and Judicial 
Clerkship Offices increased their 
staff 25 percent since the recession 
began, Lawrence said.

“Getting jobs has become much 
more difficult and it has become 
more difficult to maintain a posi-
tive attitude about the work. Most 
of us are thousands upon thousands 
in debt. There is nowhere to go but 
forward,” second-year law student 
Dan Janow said.

Despite the CDO’s recent under-
takings to increase job placement at 
local firms, students’ opinions of the 
CDO remain mixed.

“Personally, I have actually had 
good experiences with the career 
services at the law school. I have not 
utilized many of their services but 
I had a good relationship with my 
career counselor who gave me hon-
est and useful advice when I was 
searching for a job last year,” Keiser 
said.

Another student, who wishes 
to remain anonymous to protect his 
standing with professionals at the 
law school, had a different experi-
ence.

“Sadly, although I love the 
school and have enjoyed my expe-
rience tremendously, the CDO has 
been abysmal. In this tough time 
for students who have tons of debt 
and limited opportunities, the many 
CDO counselors I have met with are 
downright obnoxious and have little 
patience,” he said.

Tewksbury said students who 
don’t connect with their assigned 
career counselor may meet with one 
of the other 10 counselors on staff. 
She encouraged students who may 
not have had a positive experience 
with the office to discuss their con-
cerns with CDO Director Carole 
Montgomery. u

Law students fear fewer job prospects, seek advising 
GW Law School 
places emphasis on 
career development
by Chelsea RadleR  
Hatchet Staff Writer 

The Student Association 
Senate postponed voting on 
the gender-neutral housing 
bill Tuesday night, opting to 
table the bill after debate on 
the measure dragged on for 
45 minutes.

The senate voted to ta-
ble the proposal at 11 p.m. 
after 45 minutes of debate. 
The Student Life Committee 
will revise the language to 
narrow the bill's scope to a 
few floors or one residence 
hall rather than broadly 
recommend all housing be 
gender-neutral. The meet-
ing drew more than a dozen 
students who voiced both 
support and opposition to 
the bill, and more who sat 
along the wall to watch the 
senate proceedings.

The bill is a resolution 
of support for a gender-
neutral housing option on 
campus. The University 
would still have to approve 
and implement the bill if it 
passed, and could choose 
not to move forward with 
the suggestion.

Sen. Josh Goldstein, 
CCAS-U, said the bill takes 
an important step to expand 
the "Escaping Gender" LLC, 
which allows male and fe-
male students to live in a 
townhouse together. But 
Goldstein expressed con-
cern about the “sweeping 
program” the bill advo-
cates, and suggested a trial 
with a gender-neutral floor 
or dorm instead.

"Now that the bill has 
been tabled, we have the 

time to go in and make some 
changes, which I think is 
important if it has any hope 
of passing,” Goldstein said.     

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. 
Michael Komo, U-At Large, 
said he was disappointed 
that the bill was not brought 
to a vote.

“We as elected leaders 
are meant to represent stu-
dent issues,” Komo said. 
“It’s unfortunate that we 
did table it tonight, and I’m 
looking forward to discuss-
ing the issue.”

Komo defended the bill 
when he introduced it to 
the senate, charging that the 
University is in violation of 
D.C.’s Human Rights Act 
and its own anti-discrim-
ination policy by not pro-
viding proper housing for 
transgender students.

Sen. Giovanni Tomasi, 
ESIA-U, disagreed with 
Komo, arguing the claim 
was “one lawyer’s opin-
ion.”

“GW doesn’t discrimi-
nate, it doesn’t say if you 
are whatever, you can’t have 
housing,” Tomasi said.

Rohmteen Mokhtari, a ju-
nior, was one of the students 
who came to the meeting in 
support of the bill. Mokhtari 
lives in the “Escaping Gen-
der” LLC, which provides 
housing for a small number 
of transgender students.

“[Gender-neutral hous-
ing] makes it about the in-
dividual,” Mokhtari said. 
“It’s a great opportunity 
to have a housing arrange-
ment that’s comfortable for 
all students.”

The senate meeting ad-
journed before the second 
bill of the evening, a resolu-
tion supporting the creation 
of an LGBT studies minor, 
could be discussed.

The next regularly 
scheduled senate meeting is 
Feb. 2. u

Political strategist and 
chief campaign manager for 
President Barack Obama’s 
2008 presidential campaign 
David Plouffe spoke at the 
Elliott School Tuesday night, 
discussing how the Demo-
crats could lose in Massachu-
setts, health care reform, and 
his new book, “The Audacity 
to Win: The Inside Story and 
Lessons of Barack Obama’s 
Historic Victory.” 

Huffington Post White 
House Correspondent Sam 
Stein moderated the question-
and-answer discussion – host-
ed by the Graduate School of 
Political Management and the 
Progressive Book Club – dur-
ing which Plouffe, Obama's 
adviser, took questions from 
both the in-house and online 
audience.

Stein set the tone for the 
evening by asking Plouffe 
how a Democrat could lose a 
Senate seat in Massachusetts. 

“Every race is different," 
Plouffe said. "And Scott Brown 
ran a good campaign."

The Washington Post re-
ported early Wednesday that 
Republican Scott Brown won 
the late Edward Kennedy’s 
Senate seat in Massachusetts 
with 51.9 percent of the vote 
over Democrat Martha Coak-
ley’s 47.1 percent. Coakley 
was favored to win the seat 
up until a month ago when 
Brown launched an aggressive 
campaign against her. 

Despite Democrats losing 
their filibuster-proof major-
ity in the Senate – which may 
force the Democrats to scram-
ble to pass a health care bill 
before the election results are 
certified, or face not having a 
bill before Brown takes office 

– Plouffe said the Republicans 
will not win back their major-
ity in Congress. 

“Republicans won’t win 
back the House [and] Senate," 
he said. "They don’t deserve 
it."

When asked about high-
profile Republican and former 
vice-presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin’s new role as a 
Fox contributor he said, “as 
a Democrat, let’s just say I’m 
happy to have her out there.” 

While discussing contro-
versial topics like health care 
reform, Plouffe told students 
that their votes matter.

“If we can deliver on 
health care reform we can say 
'your vote matters,' ” he said. 
“We have to pass health care 
reform… I wish Republicans 
would participate but they’re 
not, so we have to lead.” 

Plouffe told the audience 
he wanted to see 100 percent 
of their votes counted in the 
next presidential election, say-
ing that the era of super del-
egates was over.  

“Their vote shouldn’t have 

the same weight,” Plouffe said 
of super delegates’ votes. He 
said that at one time the pres-
ence of super delegates at the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion was justifiable, but that 
time has passed.  

While Plouffe was hesitant 
to comment on the current 
policies of the Obama admin-
istration, as he is not a mem-
ber, he was adamant about the 
need for health care reform. 

“We have to pass health 

care," he said. "If we pass 
health care we can say, 'Look 
what we did, we brought 
change.' "

Plouffe – who studied po-
litical science at the University 
of Delaware but did not finish 
his degree – thanked students 
who took the semester off to 
volunteer for Obama, but in-
sisted that students return to 
finish school.  

“Kids look at Karl Rove 
and I and say, ‘You didn’t fin-
ish school,’ ” Plouffe said. “But 
today things are different now; 
technology makes things a lot 
easier… In fact, I hope to finish 
my degree this spring through 
online correspondence,” 
Plouffe said.

“I worked for Obama in 
North Carolina,” freshman 
Hannah Grigg said. “I have 
his book and I just wanted to 
come and say I love David 
Plouffe, he’s a hero of mine.” 

This is not Plouffe’s first 
time at GW; he spoke to the 
College Democrats in Septem-
ber, discussing Obama’s cam-
paign strategies. u

Application for public service grant will open Monday

Plouffe offers hopeful view for Dems
Obama adviser 
tells students to 
finish degrees

MiChelle RattiNgeR | assistaNt Photo editoR
Law student Madeeha Chaudhry receives job counseling at the GW Law School. Fewer 
offers have created a culture of uncertainty at the school regarding employment.

giNa oRlaNdo | hatChet PhotogRaPheR
David Plouffe, chief campaign manager for President Barack Obama’s 2008 presidential cam-
paign, spoke to students at the Elliott School Tuesday night. 

Gender-neutral 
housing bill tabled
SA Senate set to 
revisit measure at 
meeting next week
by MadeleiNe MoRgeNsteRN  
Senior Staff Writer

by JeNNy suzdak  
Hatchet Reporter

by ashley CaRufel  
Hatchet Reporter

"The Public Service Grant 
Commission encourages 
innovative, student-led 
service opportunities 
through financial and 
operational support."

jacqueline hackett
Presidential Administrative 

Fellow

"Republicans won’t 
win back the House 
[and] Senate. They 
don't deserve it."

DaviD Plouffe
Obama Campaign Adviser



Opinions

Quotable

"Advisers need to be  

hand-holding, guiding and caring - 

caring being the key word. And the 

caring at GW is missing."

- Masood Vojdani  incoming chair of 

the Parents Campaign Philanthropy 

Board
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StAFF EditoriAL

The mismanagement of 
MLK Day

The Nov. 19 Hatchet article, “Students cele-
brate MLK Day with service," about the successes 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service that 
was put on by GW, did a lot to highlight the suc-
cesses of the event but did not focus nearly enough 
on the colossal failures. This event was subject to 
the same mismanagement, over-spending and bu-
reaucracy to which GW students are accustomed. 
While the event was a great idea to promote com-
munity service instead of simply taking the day 
off, students who participated only really worked 
for about 3 hours instead of the 7 hours they were 
at the school. The University no doubt logged all 
seven into the system for the Michelle Obama 
challenge. Upon arriving at the Marvin Center, 
time was wasted hearing meaningless and repeti-
tive motivational speeches rather than allowing 
more time for students to receive instructions and 
do actual work on the high school. After leaving 
campus (on luxury coach buses), the students ar-
rived to the high school for more speeches and a 
lack of supplies. What was most upsetting, how-
ever, was that despite speakers calling the event 
“not just a photo op,” students were asked to be 
wearing only GW apparel and colors. In addition, 
program leaders asked students who were stand-
ing around due to lack of supplies to pretend to 
clean bleachers with President Knapp because 
there weren’t enough students around him and 
they needed a good picture. Overall, the work 
that was actually done was absolutely priceless to 
the students of Roosevelt Senior High School, but 
the event was not nearly as successful as it could 
have been, and the University would be remiss to 
ignore these facts. 

–Nate Hennagin is a senior majoring in political 
science.

A responsibility to the 
community

It was 1:15 a.m. Thursday morning and I 
heard students shouting in front of South Hall.  
Unaffected, I paid it no mind and focused on the 
assignment I had due in 10 hours. Fed up with 
the yelling, at 1:25 I looked out my windows to 
see, four male students screaming at each other. I 
was not very concerned, since I doubted the male 
population of this University has the grit to have a 
real fight, but then shoving started, and I called the 
University Police Department’s emergency line. 
After repeating three times what was happening, 
the dispatcher said he would send somebody right 
away. The fight progressed to two of the guys ac-
tually punching each other. I looked to my left to 
see my neighbor standing in her living room, also 
watching the fight. Then a random student tried to 
interced, but the fighters ignored him. After min-
utes of fighting, the guys were separated, and two 
of the four fighters left. At 1:32 a.m. two 4-RIDE 
vans and a UPD officer showed up on a Trek bi-
cycle, who interviewed the two remaining fighters. 
I sat back in disbelief wondering, why did it take 
UPD so long to show up if their headquarters are 
right around the corner? For all their flash, new 
uniforms, expensive fleet of vehicles, and costly 
programs, why would it take them 7 minutes to 
get to this fight? UPD patrols an area that is minis-
cule compared to a normal police force, and I called 
the emergency line. A lot can happen in 7 minutes, 
and anybody who has been in a dangerous situa-
tion would agree. The students fighting, the appar-
ent apathy of my neighbor and the failure of UPD 
disappointed me greatly, because public safety is a 
community responsibility, and you should not wait 
until you need UPD’s help to realize that.

-Lilian Thompson is a senior majoring in political 
science. 

Attending GW has many perks, 
including the remarkable city, 
local access to uniquely pres-

tigious internships and research op-
portunities, and accomplished and 
knowledgeable professors. But per-
haps the greatest perk for students is 
the DVD-rental program at Eckles Li-
brary on the Mount Vernon campus.  

Just like taking out books, stu-
dents who live on Mount Vernon can 
take out DVDs (if you live on Foggy 
Bottom, try asking that one Vern per-
son you know). Students can take out 
DVDs for 48 hours and choose from 
an extensive collection with every-
thing from the second season of “24” 
to “27 Dresses.”

But before you start sprinting to 
the Vern Express, there’s a catch – 
their DVD-rental policy.  According 
to the Web site, “The loan period for 
Eckles Flix is two days or 48 hours. 
Late charges for these DVDs are $1.20 
per hour. If a DVD is lost or stolen, 
the borrower may either pay the stan-
dard cost of any lost or damaged li-
brary material ($97.00) or replace the 
item with a new, exact copy.” In what 
situation is $97 the standard cost of 
any DVD?

I know late fees and some other 
charges serve a purpose. They give 
incentive for people to return books 
and DVDs on time. But the problem 
is, GW has so many of these fees that 
students are being sucked dry rather 
than being cut some slack.

GW has become very good at get-
ting money out of its students. The 
late DVD fee is just the beginning. 
Replacing a lost GWorld card costs 
$25 and replacing a key costs $80. 
Overdue books cost a quarter a day, 
with a maximum of $10, while the 
fee for books that are late more than 
40 days is $107 per book (includ-
ing the $97 replacement fee). All of 
these fees add up to the point where 
all my weekend M Street funds are 
depleted. 

At least one solution GW can of-
fer to remedy the unreasonable fee 
policies at Eckles Library is to look 
for the money in other places. Stu-
dents are asked to volunteer $50 for 
the ever-elusive library donation 
(thanks, Mom). What if our forfeited 
$50 covered potential late fees? 

Last semester, I was an avid DVD 
renter. Tantalized by the selection, 
I would rent one a week. The week 
preceding finals I rented “P.S. I Love 
You,” failed to read the postscript, 
and fell prey to policy.   

As any college student realizes, 
during the week before finals, mun-
dane tasks such as returning a DVD 
(or showering) are thrown on the 
back burner. Without warning, dur-
ing that fateful 71st hour, I received a 
charming e-mail from Eckles Library 
informing me that I now faced a fee 
of $27.60 for the overdue copy of “P.S. 
I Love You.” Where was the reminder 
e-mail at the 49th hour? Or the 24th? 

I could have bought two DVDs 
for that price. 

According to the outreach co-
ordinator for Eckles Library, Robin 
Delaloye, “The entire reason for the 
higher fees on these items is to keep 
them circulating… The typical library 
system fine of a quarter a day isn’t 
enough incentive for most students 
to return the DVDs on time.” 

I agree that some sort of fee should 
be put in place in order to ensure 
circulation. But we attend the third-
most expensive college in the nation, 
and according to Forbes magazine, 
live in the 10th-most expensive city in 
the nation. Combine these numbers 
with the fees the University hands 
out like swine flu vaccinations, and 
you’ve got an extremely hefty bill on 
your hands. 

Yes, the GW student is unlike any 
other, between the internship oppor-
tunities and the ability to walk by the 
White House on the way to lunch. But 
a GW student is still a college student 
with an ever-evaporating money sup-
ply and a desire for anything free. We 
are college students with busy lives, 
we don’t need to feel like our Univer-
sity is constantly trying get that extra 
few cents out of us. This is one place 
that GW could cut us some slack, and 
give us one less thing to worry about 
when things inevitably get hectic.

–The writer, a freshman majoring in 
journalism, is a Hatchet columnist.

Our campus, as evidenced 
by recent actions by the 
Student Association 

and editorials in our newspa-
per, has become engrossed by 
the latest trend in higher edu-
cation: the imagined right of 
students to 
room with 
students of 
the opposite 
sex.  If the 
University decides to adopt the 
provisions of Michael Komo’s 
Student Association bill and 
offer gender-neutral housing, 
the student government at GW 
will have decided to engage in 
social engineering by advocat-
ing a “test” program allowing 
students of the same gender to 
share one residence hall room. 

This is problematic on 
both pragmatic and moral lev-
els.  Social progressives argue 
that gender-neutral housing 
is necessary for gay students 
who feel uncomfortable living 
with the same sex, just as it 
would be awkward for a male 
student to share a room with 
a female student. However, 
anyone who understands the 
nature of college students 
surely recognizes the program 
encourages abuse. The Nov. 16 
Hatchet staff editorial recog-
nized the potential for couples 
to live together, and therefore 
greatly abuse the program. 
This will result in chaos for the 
University’s housing program 

and will lead to awkward 
room situations for individu-
als not involved with the cou-
ple, the obvious consequence 
of which will be a flood of stu-
dents begging for room chang-
es. The solution the editorial 

proposed is 
more than 
naïve, “GW 
H o u s i n g 
P r o g r a m s 

would need to explicitly state 
that romantically involved in-
dividuals should not choose to 
live together in campus hous-
ing,” and also admitted there 
is no way to curb the abuses 
that would occur: “there may 
be no way to enforce such a 
policy.”  What is the point in 
the University implementing 
a policy that is predetermined 
to be largely unsuccessful and 
filled with egregious abuse?

In terms of morality, gen-
der-neutral housing is nothing 
more than another attempt by 
social progressives to hijack 
an institution of society so 
that it may be destroyed and 
resurrected around a notion 
of enforced equality. Such 
housing situations will also 
destroy the safe-learning en-
vironment of our residence 
halls and rather actively en-
courage a culture of promis-
cuity, and reject traditional 
moral ideas of pre-marriage 
living arrangements. Allied 
In Pride and other campus 

progressives are saying to stu-
dents that the traditional role 
of sex in society is reactionary, 
and our new morality should 
reject tradition completely to 
achieve absolute freedom.  In 
our post-modern age, where 
the decline of the family is 
a serious problem, there is 
no reason for the University 
to supplant our gender and 
moral norms with the cultural 
relativism that permeates our 
society today.

This debate, while vora-
cious as it is, will most likely 
be all for naught. The same 
Nov. 16 issue of The Hatchet 
reported that Senior Vice 
President for Student and 
Academic Support Services 
Robert Chernak said the Uni-
versity had no current plans 
to introduce gender-neutral 
housing to the residence halls. 
Chernak stated that, as of 
now, “The concept of gender-
neutral rooms for unmarried 
undergraduates is not under 
active consideration.” With 
a surely more conservative 
Board of Trustees who have to 
take into account donors' and 
parents' reactions to this radi-
cal policy, I wouldn’t hold my 
breath for the implementation 
of gender-neutral housing 
anytime soon. 
–Sam K. Theodosopoulos is a junior 

majoring in political science and 
the editor-at-large of the GW Young 

America's Foundation Blog.

Letters to the editor

Fewer fees 
please

GW's smaller charges 
quickly add up

A problematic resolution

Sam Theodosopoulos

Kelsey Rohwer

Columnist

a national embarrassment
GW is known for the speakers it 

attracts. Heads of state, famous co-
medians and influential thinkers are 
frequent guests here in Foggy Bottom. 
Usually, this brings good press for the 
University, and is a selling point for 
prospective students. It is for that rea-
son perhaps that the fiasco surround-
ing Meghan McCain’s scheduled ap-
pearance in February is especially 
embarrassing for GW. It is clear that 
political posturing, misrepresentation 
and petty conflicts have marred our 
school’s reputation.

For those who haven’t followed 
the story, both Allied in Pride and 
GW’s Graduate School of Political 
Management put a deposit down to 
have McCain speak. The event was go-
ing to be sponsored by those groups, 
along with Program Board and the 
GW College Republicans. However, a 
Hatchet article about the event quot-
ed Michael Komo, president of Al-
lied in Pride and Student Association 
senator, as saying that McCain would 
be the keynote speaker of Marriage 
Equality Week. After the article was 
printed, the CRs claimed ignorance of 
the intended purpose of her appear-
ance and withdrew their support. The 
story made national news when Mc-
Cain (incorrectly) tweeted that she 
had been “uninvited” to GW’s cam-
pus because of her views on marriage 
equality.

Of all the key players in this deba-
cle, the majority of the blame falls on 
Komo. When approaching the CRs to 
support the event, he did not make it 
explicitly clear that McCain would be 
speaking in favor of marriage equal-
ity. At best, the exclusion of this de-
tail was a foolish oversight; at worst, 
it was intentionally deceptive. With 
Komo a potential SA presidential can-
didate, his recent efforts seem to be 
motivated by political ambitions. Be-
tween the McCain event and launch-
ing two SA resolutions right before 
the start of the election season, it is 
hard to imagine that Komo’s actions 
are not meant to garner positive pub-
licity for a potential campaign.

Though Komo deserves much of 
the blame, it is perhaps SA graduate 
senator Jamie Baker who has played 
the most erratic role in this episode. 
Baker was instrumental in bringing 
McCain to campus by attaining the 
financial support of the GSPM stu-
dent association. However, after the 
controversy arose between Komo and 
the CRs, Baker claimed that he did 
not know McCain would be speak-
ing about marriage equality. If this is 
true, then Baker irresponsibly com-
mitted money to McCain as a speaker 
without knowing the most basic facts 
of her political views. It seems much 
more likely that Baker is now attempt-
ing to distance himself from a politi-
cal firestorm that he helped create. Ei-
ther way, the situation is not good for 
a person who is likely considering a 
run for SA Executive Vice President.

In agreeing to sponsor the Mc-
Cain event, the College Republicans 
failed in the elementary responsibil-
ity of event planning. It is no secret 
that McCain is an active supporter of 
gay marriage. For the executive board 
of the College Republicans to not real-
ize that marriage equality would be a 
topic of discussion is unprofessional.

Unfortunately, as the debate has 
reached the national level through 
numerous blogs and articles, people 
have not separated the petty actions 
of several individuals from the Uni-
versity as a whole. This botched situ-
ation has brought out the worst in all 
involved, and done so at the expense 
of GW’s reputation.

It is clear that political  
posturing, misrepresentation 

and petty conflicts have marred 
our school’s reputation.

Arjun Seth, editorial board contributor*
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Students planning to apply for 
housing for the fall semester have 
new options to consider before the 
February iHousing process.

The newly renovated Pelham 
Hall, located on Mount Vernon, 
will house students of all years. 
Rising sophomores will have the 
opportunity to live in The Dakota, 
which will no longer house up-
perclassmen, and two freshman 
residence halls will be closed for 
renovations.

Pelham Hall renovations be-
gan last spring, and the new build-
ing will include a dining facility, 
black box studio theater, fitness 
center, and dance, recording and 
digital media studios, said Seth 
Weinshel, director of GW Hous-
ing Programs.

A new option for rising soph-
omores, The Dakota provides pri-
vate laundry facilities per room to 
its 200 residents, who occupy 25 
quads, 25 triples and five doubles. 
Apartments also include kitchen 
facilities, and residents share a 
first-floor study lounge.

Lafayette Hall and 2034 G 

Street, both currently first-year res-
idence halls, will be under renova-
tion for the 2010-2011 school year. 

“The finalized plan for Lafay-
ette is not complete yet, but for 
most part the building will be 
modernized,” Weinshel said in an 
e-mail.

Strong Hall, which has been a 
single-sex dorm for women, will 
become Greek-letter housing. 2109 
F Street will become a single-sex 
dorm for second, third and fourth-
year female students. The build-
ing features four residential floors 
with apartments equipped with a 
kitchen, bathroom and bunk beds. 
Merriweather Hall will be another 
all-female residence hall available 
to first and second-year students.

Merriweather and Pelham 
Halls will add an upperclass-
men student conglomerate to the 
Mount Vernon campus, the rest 
of which will remain first-year 
dorms.

Mitchell Hall is again avail-
able to both first-year students 
and upperclassmen. With a direct 
entrance to 7-Eleven and a down-
stairs theatre for group perfor-
mances, Mitchell houses 352 stu-
dents in single rooms.

Potomac House will be open 
to first and second-year students 
only next year. Built in 2006, Po-
tomac houses 379 students on 10 
floors of double rooms, most of 
which have adjoining bathrooms; 
some are situated in suites. 

Rising sophomores can choose 

between 11 residence halls, includ-
ing the addition of The Dakota.

Located near the Marvin Cen-
ter are Fulbright Hall, Jacqueline 
Bouvier Kennedy Onassis Hall, 
Schenley Hall, Munson Hall, 
Francis Scott Key Hall, and the 
West End.

Schenley, Munson, Fulbright, 
JBKO, and FSK include eight floors 
of apartments with kitchens and 
bathrooms. Fulbright and JBKO 
house more than 250 students, 
while the other three are home to 
about 150. JBKO and Munson are 
close to the Foggy Bottom Metro 
stop, and the Vern shuttle stops 
just outside Fulbright.

A neighbor to Schenley and 
Munson is the West End, which 
houses about 210 students in one 
to four-person apartments. 

Rising sophomores in Thur-
ston can also choose to move just 
down the street to Guthridge Hall 
or Building JJ.

Guthridge houses 254 students 
in singles, doubles and triples on 
eight floors. A green space is cur-
rently under construction behind 
the eight-story building.

Building JJ houses an envi-
ronmentally friendly Living and 
Learning Community, and is 
equipped with energy-efficient 
technology like low-volume toi-
lets and shower heads, motion-
sensor lighting in residential floor 
hallways, and Energy-Star refrig-
erators and microwaves. 

Rising juniors and seniors can 

upgrade to some of the Univer-
sity’s newer and more spacious 
apartment-style residences, many 
of which feature amenities like 
dishwashers that are uncommon 
in first-year student housing.

“I don’t mind having to pay a 
little more for the nicer dorms at 
GW because I’m probably never 
going to live somewhere that nice 
again,” said sophomore Sarah 
Harrington, who hopes to have 
her own bedroom next year.

City Hall, built in 1989, has 12 
stories and houses up to 562 stu-
dents, primarily in doubles. Apart-
ments include marble bathrooms 
and fully equipped kitchens.

1959 E Street, built in 2002, has 
nine residential floors of apart-
ments that range from singles to 
six-person rooms, though 65 per-
cent of its occupants live in quads. 
Each apartment includes a washer 
and dryer, living room, kitchen, 
and private bathroom. Students 
may also access the building’s 
rooftop terrace.

Ivory Tower and Philip Am-
sterdam Hall house 730 and 544 
students, respectively, in one or 
two-bedroom apartments. Both 
residences feature full kitchens, 
living rooms and private bath-
rooms.

South Hall, which opened 
this past fall, is for seniors only 
and features four and five-person 
suites. Each suite includes a wash-
er and dryer, living and dining ar-
eas, and two bathrooms. u

Census workers are stepping up efforts 
to count District residents, a population 
that includes GW students, in a process that 
could provide up to $3,500 per person per 
year in federal funding for D.C.

College populations – which are counted 
in the decennial census because people are 
tallied where they live and sleep most of the 
time, according to the U.S. Census Bureau 
Web site – have a big impact on federal fund-
ing in the District. Students, who have long 
been underrepresented in census counts, 
could help nudge the District’s population 
count over the 600,000 mark for the first time 
in almost 20 years, and a higher population 
means more money from the federal govern-
ment.

“What’s at stake is nearly $2.5 billion in 
federal funds that could potentially go to the 
District,” D.C. Office of Planning Director 
Harriet Tregoning said in an October state-
ment. “A low response rate equates to mil-
lions of dollars lost over a 10-year period for 
vital community services and development, 
over $3,500 per resident per year, while a 
high response rate will ensure we can fund 
needed services.”

Preparation for the census count, which 
occurs April 1, has been gearing up over the 
past seven months, junior Adam Wise said. 
Wise, who is helping to aid in the counting 
process, said that making students aware of 
the census, which was recently shortened to 
a 10-question form, is no easy feat.

“The biggest hurdle to educating stu-
dents about the census has been apathy,” 
Wise said. “We’re college students. We’re 
naturally lazy.”

Geocoded letters are currently being sent 
out to students in the first of several waves, 
Wise said, and students who don’t receive a 
form will be able to pick one up on campus. 
Wise said he is also working to get a local 
drop site for forms set up.

Wise said there will not be an enumera-
tor, which is a census counter who goes 
door-to-door, at the University. The more 
likely scenario will be a heightened on-
campus outreach as April 1 nears. 

Maurice Henderson, the director of 
D.C. Counts, a volunteer census awareness 
group launched by Mayor Adrian Fenty, 
told the Washington City Paper that his 
group has “actively engaged with all nine 
colleges and universities here in the area” 
to ensure that the 23,000 students in college 
are counted.

In the meantime, the census workers 
are leading a social media campaign on Fa-
cebook and Twitter, Wise said. A Web site 
promoting the count will launch soon, and 
musical artist Beyonce has signed on to be a 
national spokeswoman for the count. u

Univ. announces new housing options

Lafayette to close; 
Dakota will house 
sophomores
by MadeleiNe O’CONNOr
Hatchet Staff Writer

Census will 
count D.C. 
students
by Gabrielle bluestONe  
Metro News Editor

eMily russel aNd MiChelle rattiNGer | hatChet PhOtOGraPhers
Pelham Hall, left, will reopen next semester and house students of all ages on Mount Vernon. Lafayette Hall, right, and 2034 G Street will be closed for  
renovations next year, and The Dakota, not pictured, will house sophomores.
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worrying about being in the 
presence of male students.

Sophomore Zahra Khan, 
who has lived in Strong for two 
years because of the safe haven 
Strong provides, said 2109 F 
Street will be a good option for 
students like her who choose 
Strong for cultural reasons. She 
added, however, that many of 
the residents of Strong are sad 
that future GW students will not 
get to experience the community 
Strong provided.

“We are very possessive of 
our home,” Khan said. “Strong 
already feels like our sorority. 
There is always stuff happen-
ing.”

Khan said she thinks the 
new options will serve GW’s fe-
male students well, but said she 
has a feeling of “jealousy” that 
sororities will inhabit the space 
next year. 

Alyssa Mizell, a sophomore 
and Strong resident, said she is 
also relieved that there will be an 
all-female option next year, but 
said 2109 F Street does not have 
the type of community space 
Strong has, or even basic ameni-

ties, like elevators.
Mizell added that because 

Strong Hall houses freshmen, 
the building’s residents get 
housekeeping – a service that 
will not travel to 2109 F, as that 
option will house second, third 
and fourth-year students.

Strong currently houses 116 
women in both single and dou-
ble rooms, and is labeled the cul-
ture and arts house on campus, 
providing a piano lounge and 
rooftop deck for students.

Though two smaller build-
ings are replacing the residence 
hall, Weinshel said the new 
all-female housing options will 
house approximately the same 
amount of residents.

“It is a few more [beds] than 
Strong,” Weinshel said.

The two sororities being of-
fered the space in Strong next 
year, Chi Omega and Pi Beta Phi, 
both accepted the University’s 
offer to live in Strong, and are 
currently communicating with 
GW Housing Programs about 
making changes to the building 
to better suit sorority life.

Victoria Hartman, president 
of Pi Beta Phi, said her chapter 
is grateful to the University for 
giving the organization space in 
Strong Hall.

“Pi Phi is extremely excited 

about the new housing oppor-
tunity and is looking forward to 
defining the space and making it 
our own,” Hartman said. “The 
Greek housing replacing Strong 
Hall will essentially function as 
horizontal townhouses, giving 
Pi Phi the opportunity to house 
many girls together and access 
to vital common space. With the 
extra space and amenities, Pi Phi 
will be able to further grow as a 
chapter and establish a home on 
campus.”

But Strong resident MiJung 
Kim said she still holds some 
resentment toward the Greek-
letter community for taking over 
the residence hall she has felt so 
comfortable living in.

“I appreciate the fact that the 
school has arranged a few places 
designated [for girls],” Kim said. 
“For those who have to live 
with only girls due to religious 
reasons, they might feel better 
about that. At the same time, I 
wonder how many girls live in 
Strong not because of the fact 
that it’s a girl’s dorm, but also 
because of the convenient loca-
tion and single dorms.”

She added, “I really don’t 
like the fact that Strong will 
change to a sorority building 
and that I can not live there any-
more. I really don’t.” u
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CRIME LOG

Assault

1/15/10 - 21st and G 
streets - 8:45 a.m. - Case 
closed

A student reported to 
University Police that he 
was struck in the face by 
surprise by an unknown 
female. When UPD re-
sponded to the report, 
Metropolitan Police was 
in the process of releasing 
her. As UPD officers tried 
to bar the individual from 
campus, she assaulted 
one officer by pushing him. 
The suspect was then ar-
rested. 

Closed by arrest 

Drug Law Violation

1/12/10 - Crawford Hall - 
11:22 p.m. - Case closed

UPD responded to a report 
of a suspicious odor. GW 
Housing Programs staff 
conducted an administra-
tive search and found 1.3 
grams of marijuana. 
Referred to Student Judi-

cial Services 

1/13/10 - Crawford Hall - 
2:50 p.m. - Case closed

UPD responded to a re-
port of a suspicious odor. 
GW Housing Programs 

staff conducted an admin-
istrative search and found 
marijuana residue.

Referred to SJS 

1/15/10 - JBKO - 4:35 
p.m. - Case closed

UPD officers responded 
to a report of suspicious 
activity. GW Housing Pro-
grams staff conducted an 
administrative search and 
found LSD tablets, mari-
juana residue, alcohol, and 
drug paraphernalia. 

Closed by arrest 

1/17/10 - 1959 E Street - 
4:55 p.m. - Case closed

UPD officers were in the 
process of investigating an 
assault and suspicious ac-
tivity in a room. When GW 
Housing Programs staff 
conducted an administra-
tive search, they found 3.9 
grams of marijuana.

Closed by arrest 

Liquor Law Violation

1/15/10 - F Street - 12:06 
a.m. - Case closed

UPD responded to a report 
of an intoxicated female 
subject unaffiliated with 
GW. She was assessed 
and transported to GW 
Hospital.

Subject barred from 
campus 

1/15/10 - Thurston Hall - 
12:01 a.m. - Case closed

UPD officers observed an 
intoxicated female in the 
lobby of Thurston Hall. She 
was assessed and trans-
ported to GW Hospital. 

Referred to SJS 

Simple Assault

1/15/10 - Lotus Lounge - 
2:20 a.m. - Case closed

A student reported that 
while at a night club off 
campus she watched her 
ex-boyfriend getting kicked 
out of the club. When she 
tried to intervene, another 
female student grabbed 
her hair and scratched her 
face. 

Referred to SJS 

Theft II

1/13/10 - Lerner Health 
and Wellness Center - 
Time unknown - Case 
open

A student reported to UPD 
that he put his property in 
a locker, but he was unsure 
whether or not he locked 
it.  When he returned, the 
locker was open and mon-
ey was missing from his 
wallet, but no other prop-
erty was missing. 

Open case
– Compiled by T.C. Flowers

guiding and caring – caring be-
ing the key word. And the car-
ing at GW is missing.”  

And other parents agree, 
he said. Vojdani said in the past 
three weeks about a dozen par-
ents have approached him, all 
with the same concern: advising 
at GW is failing students.  

“The duty of advising is 
the duty of care, and that care is 
missing,” Vojdani said. 

While most students have 
only complaints, Vojdani said 
that the School of Business was 
hailed for having a comprehen-
sive advising program.  

“Some of the business 
school advisers are caring, stu-
dents have told me. In general, 
they do a better job in the busi-
ness school than they do in the 
Columbian College, because 
advisors in the Columbian Col-
lege are overwhelmed.”

Larry Fillian, the director of 
undergraduate advising for the 
School of Business, said parents 
of business students are happy 
with the advising system.  

“Parents are most im-
pressed with the First-Year De-
velopment Program which all 
freshmen must complete – a 
year-long course designed to 
prepare students for careers in 
business,” Fillian said.  

Students have hailed the 

School of Business in the past for 
offering advisers whose sole job 
is to assist students, something 
students in the Columbian Col-
lege have said is missing from 
their advising program. 

The college has the larg-
est number of students in the 
University, making the job for 
professors moonlighting as ad-
visers harder. Vojdani said he 
heard the most complaints from 
CCAS students.  

“There are so many stu-
dents in the Columbian School 
that the advisers really need to 
take up the responsibility of 
caring. We don’t want to say all 
are bad, but the CCAS needs to 
improve their advising quality,” 
Vojdani said.   

But CCAS Associate Dean 
for Undergraduate Studies Paul 
Duff said his office has listened 
to students, making changes to 
reflect past criticism.  

“In recent years, we have 
improved many of our services. 
We hired two new professional 
advisers, one to focus on sopho-
mores and the other to concen-
trate on transfer students,” Duff 
said.   

Duff said the school was 
willing to work with other par-
ties to advance its advising op-
eration.

“We are happy to work 
with any and all members of the 
GW community to improve our 
advising services,” he said.

Landon Wade, director of 
academic advising for the Co-

lumbian College, declined to 
comment for this story and di-
rected questions to Duff.

Nicole, a Columbian Col-
lege freshman who requested 
her last name not be used, said 
her main problem with advising 
was her adviser’s schedule. Her 
adviser often did not respond 
to multiple e-mails asking for 
guidance and support. Nicole 
said she was worried about the 
intensity of her courses during 
the first weeks of classes, but did 
not hear back from her adviser 
until well into the semester. 

A School of Media and 
Public Affairs freshman named 
Carrie said adjusting to college 
was harder because she did 
not have an adequate support 
system. She said she was not in-
formed about prerequisites and 
was puzzled about the required 
credits.  

Vojdani believes that “fresh-
men are the ones that need the 
most help. They are new to col-
lege and need to be guided and 
taken care of. After three years, 
they are more likely to stand 
on their own. But for now, they 
need the attention.”  

Already, he has brought the 
students' “nightmares” to Uni-
versity administrators and said 
he will look into ways to fix ad-
vising with the help of students 
and the University.

It is GW’s responsibil-
ity to “fulfill its potential and 
strengthen the advising sys-
tem,” he said. u
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crucial. 
The “magic number” for 

freshman enrollment in the class 
of 2014 is 2,350, Chernak said. 
That means 8 percent fewer stu-
dents must enroll at GW than 
last year – when an unexpected 
2,550 freshmen submitted de-
posits, a yield that was bolstered 
by an unusually light “summer 
melt.” 

“While enrolling that spe-
cific number of freshmen exactly 
on target is more of an art then 
a science, our admissions office 
will make every effort to enroll 
within some tolerable margin of 
error this number of freshmen,” 
Chernak said in an e-mail. 

Harold Hartley, senior vice 
president of the Council of In-
dependent Colleges, a national 
service organization that serves 
nearly 600 four-year colleges and 
universities across the United 
States, said some presidents at 
private universities are worried 
that the high price of tuition may 
keep some students from apply-
ing in the first place, which could 
throw off enrollment numbers. 

“One of the concerns that’s 
part of this theory is that private 
colleges would not even be in 
the choice set of students think-
ing about college because of their 
high sticker price,” Hartley said. 
“The theory is that 2010 is going 
to be worse because students 
have made the decision to not 
even apply to private colleges.” 

Hartley said CIC has en-
couraged college presidents to 

bolster recruitment of non-tra-
ditional students and increase 
recruitment at community col-
leges. 

And while other schools 
have changed recruitment strat-
egies, according to the Chronicle 
report, Chernak said GW admin-
istrators focused on affordability 
to keep enrollment on point. 

“The Board of Trustees has 
authorized supplemental fund-
ing for student aid for the next 
couple of years to help main-
tain stability in our enrollment,” 
Chernak said.

“The combination of ap-
propriate student aid, a healthy 
application pool and a growing 
positive reputation of GW all 
combine to give us confidence 
that the new undergraduate 
enrollment targets will be met,” 
Chernak added. u
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Check this 
out...

Funk and jazz group Lucky 
Dub will be performing at 
classic blues bar Madam's 
Organ Jan. 24. 

Busboys and Poets is 
hosting an all-day State 
of the Union address 
watch party Jan. 27.

Head to the DC Arts Center 
Jan. 22 for a night of improv, 
courtesy of the best comedi-
ans in the city. Tickets are $10. 

 Exit Clov
“Memento Mori” 

Exit Clov’s 
debut album 
is preceded 
by several EPs 
– 2006’s “Jolly 
Roget Sessions” 
in particular has 
garnered them 
much acclaim in 
the indie world, landing them spots on 
major festival tours such as SXSW and 
the All Good Music Festival.

The five-piece band fronted by the 
Hsu twins, Emily and Susan, hails from 
D.C. and will win the hearts of any polit-
ically minded electropop or indie rock 
lover. Borrowing their name from Sam-
uel Beckett’s classic one-act “Endgame,” 
the group’s sound is a mix of standard 
indie pop with Blondie-like undertones. 
Their melodies are sweet and eerily hyp-
notizing: think Camera Obscura meets 
Tegan and Sara. “Memento Mori” is a 
fun, easy listen, but more of an iTunes 
buy; a few songs on your iPod should 
do the trick.
Key Tracks: 
“District Menagerie”
“You Think”
“Prison Letters” 
”Kindest Creatures” 

- Lizzie Hay

Vampire Weekend
“Contra” 

While the 
members of 
Vampire Week-
end have not 
let the bub-
bly Afro pop 
of their debut 
album shackle 
them, they 
have made no visible attempt to shed 
Paul Simon’s heavy influence. Instead, 
the group has reached an overall pleas-
ing compromise: Simon’s iconic album 
“Graceland” doesn’t plague “Contra” as 
much as it playfully haunts it.

“Contra” explores new territory 
within the first few seconds, with the 
group’s signature sound mingling with 
more contemporary influences: Sing-
er Ezra Koenig’s falsetto chirps in the 
“White Sky” chorus are vaguely remi-
niscent of Animal Collective.

The album slows considerably by 
“Taxi Cab,” however, and opts for more 
formulaic sounds. On “Giving Up The 
Gun,” VW foregoes the bold approach 
that characterizes the album’s first half, 
and instead dabbles in electro-indie 
pop that doesn’t quite match the in-
novative sound of earlier tracks. Still, 
the album's final song, "I Think Ur A 
Contra," is a sleepy, well-crafted gem; 
Koenig's delicate vocals and faint but 
memorable piano line close out "Con-
tra" in a successful, peaceful way. 

Surprisingly, the biggest flaw with 
“Contra” isn’t that VW has dwelt too 
long in Graceland; it’s that the group 
backed down from its burgeoning 
hybrid sound. If they had stayed the 
course, at least they would have still 
been with Simon in spirit, and per-
haps solidified a “Graceland” of their 
own.
Key Tracks: 
“White Sky”
“California English”
“I Think Ur A Contra” 

- Matthew Mersky

The Black Cat and the 9:30 Club are the 
star venues of D.C.’s music scene, but 
there are plenty of other clubs in the 
city that offer quality performances 
all year round. Take a trip off campus 
to visit these six locations to see big 

names or local acts.

Rock and Roll Hotel

1353 H St. NE
(202) 388-7625

www.rockandrollhoteldc.com
This two-level music hall attracts artists 

of both small and large followings: Datarock 
performed there in September, as did Cobra 
Starship in August. For those not in the mood 
for live music, Rock and Roll Hotel boasts an 
upstairs lounge, complete with Victorian era-
inspired couches and a DJ.

DC9

1940 Ninth St. NW
(202) 483-5000 

www.dcnine.com

One of the smaller music venues in D.C., 
DC9 is located in the U Street corridor, an area 
with a long tradition of honoring arts and mu-
sic. Keep this venue in mind when hunting for 
the next huge musical group: The xx played 
there in October, and now they’re opening for 

Hot Chip at the 9:30 Club in March.  Be sure to 
catch the notoriously goofy band Leslie and the 
Ly’s at DC9 Feb. 21.

Eighteenth Street Lounge

1212 18th St. NW
(202) 466-3922 

www.eighteenthstreetlounge.com

Just a short walk from GW’s campus, the 
Eighteenth Street Lounge is most famous for its 
exclusive setting - it has no clear sign out front 
and is housed in a former mansion -  and an in-
novative drink menu. Many visitors, however, 
have yet to catch on to Eighteenth’s live reggae 
on Wednesday nights, as well as the semi-fre-
quent live jazz upstairs. Additionally, Thievery 
Corporation has been known to spontaneously 
stop by for a casual DJ session.

The Birchmere Music Hall

3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, Va. 22305

(703) 549-7500 
www.birchmere.com

With an extensive menu and excellent live 
music, the Birchmere is definitely worth a trip 
outside the District. Patrons of the venue are 
greeted by colorful murals of notable musi-
cians, and the interior has a saloon-like atmo-
sphere with checkered floors and gazebos sur-
rounding the tables. There has been no shortage 
of big-name performances at the Birchmere; 
past shows have included Emmylou Harris 

and Dave Matthews, and Josh Rouse and soul 
singer Angie Stone are scheduled to play in 
February.

The Red and The Black

1212 H St. NE
(202) 399-3201 

www.redandblackbar.com
There are very few music venues that cater 

directly to a performing audience, but The Red 
and The Black is a prime choice for any aspiring 
band looking to book a gig. Shows are reason-
ably priced, with most tickets hovering around 
$6-8. All shows are 21-plus, however. Come to 
enjoy the New Orleans-inspired menu and am-
biance, as well as the music.

Velvet Lounge

915 U St. NW
(202) 462-3213

www.velvetloungedc.com

If you’re a fan of scouting local talent, then 
Velvet Lounge is your place. D.C.-based band 
Ra Ra Rasputin will be playing Jan. 22, along 
with eclectic Japanese indie pop group Bell-
flur. Bands play upstairs, while the downstairs 
serves as a lounge with plenty of cheap drink 
specials.

–compiled by Emily Katz

How would you describe 
a play written, produced and 
performed in 24 hours? Generic 
Theatre Company cast member 
Brittany Perrotte called it “ ‘Sat-
urday Night Live’ on crack.”

The idea of performing a 
play just one day after writing 
it might seem like an absurd-
ly stressful undertaking, but 
the members of Generic have 
turned this challenge into a val-
ued tradition, performed at least 
once a year. This semester’s play, 
held at the Lisner Downstage 
this past weekend, consisted of 
about a dozen short, humorous 
skits.

“[The show] is a great way 
to get freshmen involved,” said 
Caroline O’Grady, the compa-
ny’s executive producer.

The process of putting on the 
24-hour play begins with a writ-
ing session that starts the night 
before the scheduled perfor-
mance. This year’s session was 
held in O’Grady’s apartment, 
and more closely resembled a 
party than a meeting. Generic 
members sat in small clusters 
throughout the apartment’s liv-
ing room, tossing around jokes, 
stories and – occasionally – vi-
able suggestions for skits.

“We just sort of shout out about a hundred 
different ideas that nobody’s going to use, but 
it’s fun just talking about them,” sophomore Ar-
iel Warmflash said. “It’s crazy, but it’s fun.” Cast 
members wrote until about midnight, breaking 
up the meeting to get some sleep before the 11 
a.m. rehearsal.

“A lot of people showed up to the writing 
session this year,” senior Nate Wolfson said. 
Manpower helps. In previous years, the writing 
process has carried well into the night and early 
morning, often not ending until 3 a.m.

At the start of the rehearsal, roles were as-
signed on a volunteer basis and scripts were 
passed out. Cast members then broke into small 
groups throughout the Lisner Downstage, prac-
ticing right up until about 6 p.m., with people 
occasionally slipping back to their dorms to 
scrounge up costumes and props.

At 8 p.m., the show commenced. This year’s 

play started with a skit titled “The Thurston Mu-
sical,” in which the lyrics to the “Grease” song 
“Summer Nights” were changed to describe 
the typical evening nonsense in GW’s largest 
residence hall. This was followed by skits that 
portrayed, respectively, a visit to Manoush’s hot 
dog stand, a shopping experience at Trader Joe’s 
and a spoof of the show “The Situation Room,” 
involving Mike “The Situation” from MTV’s re-
ality show “The Jersey Shore” discussing health 
care. Generic member Jon Foox read aloud from 
The Hatchet and, as is tradition, there was also a 
skit performed by two randomly selected audi-
ence members who were simply handed scripts 
on the spot.

Even when the cast members steered the 
evening in a more serious direction by asking 
the audience to donate to the earthquake relief 
effort in Haiti, they still kept the mood light. 
Wolfson, in an effort to encourage contributions, 

offered to let the highest donor slap him in the 
face. The slap ultimately sold to an audience 
member for $40.

Even though the show has been performed 
more than 10 times, the 24-hour play does 
not actually fall within Generic Theatre Com-
pany’s annual budget. The only money spent 
on the show was a little bit of cash thrown in 
by O’Grady for notebooks used at the writing 
session. Most of the skits relied entirely on six 
wooden crates that were stacked and rearranged 
to create a bed, grocery shelves, a vending cart, 
and other props.

The cast only had a matter of hours to re-
hearse, but the skits ran smoothly.

“I think our greatest challenge is actually 
just staying awake for the entire process,” said 
O’Grady. “It’s amazing how you can strip a play 
down to nothing and still have a really great 
show.” u

QuickTakes...
Hatchet Arts looks at 

the latest in indie pop

24 hours. One play.
Generic Theatre Company creates a show from scratch

by HAnnAH TrAvErsE
Hatchet Reporter

JOrdAn EMOnT | HATCHET PHOTOgrAPHEr   
Left: Taking a moment to raise funds for Haiti,  
Generic member Nate Wolfson offers the high-
est donor a chance to slap him in the face. The 
winning bid? $40.  

Above: Generic cast members perform one of 
a dozen original skits on a bare-boned set after 
mere hours of prep time.

The six best music venues you're not going to 

FiveTenTwenty A weekly entertainment guide for the  cash-strapped college student. 

Bliss, one of the 
Black Cat's signa-
ture dance nights, 
will showcase the 
best of the indie-
rock world Jan. 23. 
Tickets are $8.

Go see Gener-
ic's rendition of 
"The Pillowman," a 
creepy thriller, Jan. 
28 at the Lisner 
Downstage. Tickets 
are $5. 10$

If you have Lend your support to the earth-
quake victims in Haiti by attending 
the "Funkin' 4 Haiti" show at Modern 
Jan. 24. The District's top DJs will play 
funk, pop, hip-hop and everything in 
between. A minimum donation of $10 
is suggested. 

If you have

20$5$
If you have



was more of the same as the Flyers came out 
with an intensity that the Colonials struggled 
to match, going on an 8-2 run coming out of the 
locker room to further bury GW.

The game was never really close at any point 
in the second half, as Dayton’s lead expanded to 
much as 24 on an 8-0 run with 14:35 left in the 
second half. The Colonials never managed to 
close the gap to single digits at any point after the 
seven-minute mark in the first half.

Head coach Karl Hobbs pointed to a lack of 
rebounding and missed foul shots in the first half 
as well as the Flyers’ early second-half run as the 
main catalysts for his team’s loss.

“Our problem was in the first half was offen-
sive rebounding and us not making the rebounds 
to keep us within distance,” Hobbs said after the 
game. “I thought the first four minutes of the sec-
ond half, we did not get off to a good start, and 
then from that point on, we were just trying to get 
back in the game somehow.”

GW was dominated in nearly every statistical 
category on the night. Dayton out-rebounded the 
Colonials 43-30, and out-shot them from the free-
throw line, shooting nearly 73 percent to GW’s 
47. Freshman guard Lasan Kromah was the only 
Colonial in double figures for the night, scoring 
14 points in a team-high 26 minutes. Dayton 
had three players in double figures Wednesday, 
including a double-double from junior forward 
Chris Wright who grabbed 12 rebounds to go 
with his team-high 14 points.

Senior Damian Hollis, who lead’s the team 
in scoring and rebounding, scored five points in 
only 12 minutes of action. Hobbs said after the 
game that Hollis’ limited action was due to a lack 
of energy.

“He’s fine, I just felt that this was a high-lev-

el, high-energy game,” Hobbs said of his team’s 
leading scorer and rebounder this season. “I just 
felt that his energy level wasn’t what it needed 
to be.”

The challenge for Hobbs will now be how 
he motivates the young Colonials as their early 
struggles in conference play continue to follow 
their hot start in nonconference action. Hobbs 
said that even though his team’s confidence is 
not soaring, it remains acceptable after the loss.

“I think the confidence level obviously is not 
at its highest, but I think the confidence level is 

fine,” Hobbs said. “I think that this is just part of 
the growing process... We’re just trying to get bet-
ter.”

Still, Hobbs said any swagger his team has 
lost after a third-straight conference defeat should 
come right back for the Colonials with their next 
win.

“Without question,” Hobbs said. “Winning 
breeds confidence.”

GW will return to action Saturday at the 
Smith Center against Richmond, with tip-off 
scheduled for 2 p.m. u

Sports Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Last WorD
“I couldn't sit on the other bench, I 

don't think. I'd have a hard time sit-

ting down at the other end.”
Former women's basketball head 

coach Joe McKeown on bringing his 
Northwestern team to play GW.

Number cruNch
The number of re-
bounds Dayton 
grabbed compared to 
GW's 30 in Wednes-
day's men's basketball 
game, which the Fly-

ers won 66-51. The Colonials have now 
lost three straight Atlantic 10 games.

43
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H
Louis Nelson
Contributing Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

WomeN's squash rIses to 
20th IN NatIoNaL raNkINGs

The GW women's squash team 
climbed three spots in the latest na-
tional rankings this week, now sitting 
at No. 20 overall.

The Colonials (3-4) went 2-2 in 
three games last week at the Yale 
Round Robin in New Haven, Conn., 
including a win over previous No. 20 
Colby College. GW also beat Bow-
doin College and lost to Middlebury 
and Bates College.

GW will be off for the next two 
weeks before returning to action 
at No. 10 Brown Feb. 6. The Colo-
nials' next home game will be Feb. 
13 against Haverford, the first of the 
team's three remaining home games 
this season.

softbaLL aLumNa quaLIfIes 
for oLympIc bobsLeIGh team

Former GW softball player Elana 
Meyers, who graduated in 2006, has 
qualified for one of three two-person 
bobsleigh teams representing the U.S. 
at the upcoming Winter Olympics in 
Vancouver.

Meyers was part of GW’s original 
softball team in 2003 and still holds 
a number of Colonials career records, 
including batting average (.356), on-
base percentage (.430), hits (202) and 
stolen bases (130).

She began competing in bob-
sleigh a year after graduation, making 
the national team in her first year in 
2007. In the years since, Meyers has 
won bronze and gold World Cup 
medals and a silver at last year’s World 
Championships.

Meyers will compete with Erin 
Pac, a Connecticut native and former 
track and field athlete at Springfield 
College.

The preliminary rounds of wom-
en’s bobsleigh competition take place 
Feb. 23, followed by the medal heats 
the next night. Opening ceremonies 
will be held Feb. 12 and televised on 
NBC.

meN's basketbaLL
vs. richmond
Smith Center
Saturday, 2 p.m.

WomeN's basketbaLL
at Villanova
Philadelphia, Pa.
Thursday, 7 p.m.

vs. La salle
Smith Center
Sunday, 1 p.m.

sWImmING
vs. howard
Smith Center
Friday, 6 p.m.

WomeN's GymNastIcs
at West Virginia
Morgantown, W.Va.
Sunday, 1 p.m.

upcomING Games

EVANSTON, Ill. – Almost two 
years after leaving, Joe McKeown 
still sounds a little bit like a father 
when he talks about GW women’s 
basketball. The names of players, 
both current and past, still come 
to mind with ease for him, and the 
memorable wins and losses McK-
eown accumulated in his 19 years 
in Foggy Bottom are as fresh as if 
they happened yesterday.

McKeown, now the women’s 
basketball head coach at North-
western, could be forgiven for his 
patriarchal tone. He is, after all, the 
most successful coach in GW his-
tory and the man who built the Co-
lonials into a women’s basketball 
powerhouse during his tenure.

McKeown left GW suddenly in 
early June of 2008, in part because 
for his son, who is autistic, the aca-
demic options in Virginia were less 
adequate than the options in Chi-
cago. When Northwestern came 
calling with a job offer, McKeown 
made the decision he felt was best 
for his family, taking the position 
and leaving GW just two months 
after coaching the Colonials to the 
Sweet 16 in the 2008 NCAA Tour-
nament.

The transition was not an easy 
one for McKeown.

“It’s like walking away from 
your baby,” McKeown said in an 
interview earlier this month. “Kids 
I started coaching in 1989, they’re 
38, 39 years old, they have kids, 
they come to our games. It was a 
family, it wasn’t just a basketball 
team, it was a family, it was a pro-
gram. It was the hardest thing I’ve 
ever done, to walk away, not just 
from the team that was in place, 
but from all the players we had 
coached over 19 years.”

When he arrived at Northwest-
ern, McKeown faced one of the 
weakest basketball programs in 
the country. The Wildcats’ last ap-
pearance in the NCAA tournament 
was in 1997, when 12th-seeded 
Northwestern fell 61-46 to McK-
eown’s 5th-seeded Colonials in a 
first round match-up. McKeown 
inherited a team that had gone 
5-26 the previous season, includ-
ing a 1-17 finish in the Big Ten that 
left the Wildcats in last place in the 

conference.
Even in his second season in 

Evanston, McKeown still laughs 
when he talks about the surprises 
that came out of left field during 
his first days of work at North-
western.

“I could have been the left 
fielder,” McKeown said. “I was just 
so shocked at how little had been 
done in basketball here, to support 
it… You also realize you’re tak-
ing over a mess, you come in with 
your eyes open, but there was a lot 

of things that caught me off guard, 
too. But it’s getting better.”

Having won so much and so 
consistently at GW has made the 
transition from perennial power to 
conference bottom-feeder difficult 
on a personal level, McKeown said. 
But it has also given him direction 
and experience that Northwest-
ern’s women’s basketball program 
has lacked throughout the past de-
cade.

“When you go from a team 
that’s in the Sweet 16, that’s ranked 

in the top 10 in the country, you 
come to a program that finished 
last every year for 10 straight years, 
there’s a lot of things that need to 
be done,” McKeown said. “My 
first day was like taking a shovel 
and digging out holes everywhere 
you turn, saying ‘this is how a top-
20 program should be run, this is 
where we are at Northwestern right 
now, so let’s just start digging, let’s 
just start changing everything.’ "

“It’s frustrating,” he added. 
“It’s really frustrating, because GW 
understands basketball, and it took 
us a while there, too.”

In his second year at North-
western, McKeown’s turn-around 
of the program has begun to take 
effect. The Wildcats finished last 
year in 10th place in the Big Ten 
with a 7-23 record, including a 3-15 
mark in the conference.

This season, Northwestern 
ripped off four wins to open the 
season and won 11 of its first 13 en 
route to a 13-6 record so far. The 
team has struggled somewhat so 
far in conference play, however, 
losing four straight in between its 
only two Big Ten wins.

Despite his team’s progress, 
McKeown said GW is never far 
from his mind.

“Every day,” McKeown said of 
how often he misses GW. “Every 
day something comes up, where 
you watch CNN, you see Wash-
ington, you see the [Washington] 
Monument or the Capitol or the 
White House. You remember for 20 
years you walked right by there.”

“It’s hard, I’ll be honest with 
you,” he added. “It’s not an easy 
thing to put behind you, and you 
don’t want to, because 90 percent 
of the memories we have were 
great memories.”

As for scheduling a possible 
homecoming to Foggy Bottom 
against his former team, McKeown 
said that unless they were playing 
in the NCAA tournament, com-
ing to the Smith Center as a visitor 
would be difficult to handle.

 “I couldn’t sit on the other 
bench, I don’t think. I’d have a hard 
time sitting down at the other end,” 
McKeown said. “All those banners 
since 1990, we put up there. I know 
every kid that played on those 
teams. It’d be hard for me… I’m 
just a GW fan for life now.” u

photo courtesy of  stepheN  J. carrera | NorthWesterN uNIVersIty athLetIc DepartmeNt  
Joe McKeown won a GW-record 441 games in 19 years as women's basketball 
head coach. He resigned from the position in 2008 to take the same job at 
Northwestern, though he said he misses GW "every day."

by LouIs NeLsoN
Contributing Sports Editor

Even Mike Bozeman had to 
laugh at how things have been go-
ing for his team lately.

The women’s basketball team 
lost its fourth straight game Tues-
day night at Richmond, falling 76-
47, but what got the second-year 
head coach chuckling was the fa-
miliarity of a potentially serious 
question: Would any of his players 
miss time with injuries suffered in 
the game?

The Colonials (3-13, 0-4 Atlantic 
10), who shot just under 33 percent 
from the field in Tuesday’s loss, 
entered the game already limited 
to a roster of seven healthy play-
ers. Three starters – redshirt junior 
Ivy Abiona (ACL), sophomore Tara 
Booker (meniscus) and freshman 
Danni Jackson (broken leg) – are 
out for the year and a fourth player, 
freshman Shi-Heria Shipp, went 
down in the previous game with a 
sprained ankle.

The injury snowball continued 
to grow as it rolled through the GW 
roster Tuesday, with sophomore 
Kay-Kay Allums limping during 

stretches of action, redshirt fresh-
man Brooke Wilson hyper-extend-
ing her knee, and freshman Janine 
Davis battling through two sepa-
rate leg injuries.

Bozeman could handle the 
question somewhat lightly because 
none of the players hurt against 
Richmond are expected to miss any 
time, though he said 
such a diagnosis is 
not yet definite.

“The way it’s go-
ing, it wouldn’t sur-
prise me,” he said.

Because so few 
players have been 
available, the Co-
lonials have been 
afforded little rest 
during games, with 
all seven players 
playing at least 18 
minutes Tuesday and five of them 
playing more than 28.

While Bozeman was quick to 
praise his team’s effort, he said the 
cumulative fatigue was a key fac-
tor in Richmond’s ability to race 
out to double-digit lead within 12 
minutes, never letting GW back in 
the game.

“That’s the first time that’s hap-
pened,” he said. “Even in the midst 
of us having a bit of a losing streak 
here, we’ve always been in every 
game. The girls have been giving 
me everything they’ve had. I just 
think that last night we ran into a 
brick wall, physically.”

When discussing what went 
awry against the 
Spiders, Bozeman 
talked about fa-
tigue, game tempo 
and shooting per-
centage, but was 
careful not to dis-
cuss his team’s rash 
of injuries until 
asked about them 
specifically, saying 
he preferred not to 
let them become an 
excuse.

Instead, Bozeman said, he is 
trying to have his team look at its 
situation in a different light and 
remind them that there are much 
worse problems going on in the 
world.

“We’ll use a tragedy, like what’s 
happening over in Haiti, and say, 
‘Do you think those guys would 

rather be here dealing with what 
we’re dealing with, or dealing with 
what they’re dealing with over 
there?’ ” Bozeman said. “So you 
put it in those kind of life terms and 
there’s no cause for us to give up.”

At this point, the schedule does 
not work in the Colonials’ favor, as 
the team had just one day off before 
taking the court at Villanova Thurs-
day in their last nonconference 
game of the season. After two more 
days off, GW will have its third 
game in six days when it hosts La 
Salle Sunday at the Smith Center at 
1 p.m.

The lack of rest and healthy 
bodies has forced the coaching staff 
to adapt its approach, Bozeman 
said, and find ways to improve 
without draining the players’ ener-
gy. Such strategies include more ex-
tensive walk-throughs, low-impact 
cardio and intensive film study.

Bozeman said the need for cre-
ativity has helped him and his staff 
improve as coaches, and he expects 
all involved to have grown as a re-
sult of the year’s tribulations.

“They say adversity builds 
character,” he said. “This is definite-
ly a character-building year.” u

'A GW fan for life'
Joe McKeown

Former GW 
Women's 

Basketball 
Head Coach

Women's basketball continues slump
by DaN GreeNe
Sports Editor
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Freshman Lasan Kromah, right, looks to get past a Dayton defender in GW's 66-51 loss Wednesday. 
Kromah's 14 points led the Colonials, who have now lost three straight games in conference play.

"It's like walking away from your baby."

"This is definitely a 
character-building 

year."
MiKe BozeMan
Women's Basketball 

Head Coach



JObs

$25-$75/hour in 4 hours/week! 
Mary Kay offers a flexible 
scheduling. Earn the use of a 
free car. No experience needed. 
Contact lacey.hopkins@marykay.
com or 704-608-7538.

Sales Assistant. Investment 
research firm seeks assistant to 
provide support to sales team. 
Schedule appointments, confirm 
meetings, prepare itineraries, 
folders, and travel and 

expense reports. Must have pre-
vious office experience, comput-
er proficiency, and be available 
at least 15-20 hours per week. 
Availability to work through 
summer a plus. Salary $12/hour. 
Position available immediately. 
Fax resume: 202-955-6475

Sitters Wanted. 
$12+ per hour. Register free 
for jobs near campus or home. 
www.student-sitters.com

services

Free Washington Guide for 
Singles. No cost or obligation. 
Visit www.washingtondcfors-
ingles.com.

student HOusing

Warm, loving family looking for 
after-school care for 6 year old 
girl in exchange for a private, 
comfortable apartment com-
plete with bedroom, kitchenette, 
bathroom and private entrance 
in the family's home. Prefer a 
grad student (education major 
a plus) who could start work 

around 3 pm and finish by 7 pm 
or earlier most evenings. Duties 
would include transportation 
to and from after school activi-
ties (car provided during work 
hours), preparing basic meals 
for the child, and providing a 
stimulating environment for 
a growing mind. The home is 
located in the Palisades, near 
Sibley hospital, on the D6 bus 
line. Contact: aschers@gunet.
georgetown.edu

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Gulf competitor
5 “What Do You

Do With ___ in
English?”
(“Avenue Q”
song)

8 Preserved, in a
way

13 Vat waste
14 Hipster
15 A Previn
16 Canaanite deity
17 Tractor make,

briefly
18 More

sumptuously
furnished

19 No holds barred
21 Craft thatʼs the

subject of this
puzzle

23 Subject of
“Hofmannʼs
Potion”

25 Finish behind
26 ___ Americano
30 Customarily
32 Physical sound
35 United hub

36 ___ Haskins,
1960s-ʼ70s
N.B.A. player

37 “___, sing
America”:
Langston
Hughes

38 Spicy sauce
39 PX, e.g.
40 Line to Penn

Sta.
41 Marilynʼs mark
42 Kind of board
43 It may get food

away from a
canine

44 Had eggs, e.g.
45 Mercury and

Gemini
astronaut,
informally

46 Forename
meaning “born
again”

47 Old-fashioned
“Sweet!”

49 Group of pin-
heads?: Abbr.

51 How the
passengers went
in 21-Across

54 Brute

59 Parisʼs Rue de
___

60 Frank
62 National frozen

dessert chain
63 Penguin from

Antarctica
64 Follow

relentlessly
65 Viking foe?
66 Excellence
67 Withdrawn
68 Louis VIII

nickname, with
“the”

Down
1 Hundred Days

campaign
planning site

2 It makes an
impression

3 Navy commando
4 ___ City Hall,

Nobel ceremony
locale

5 Sales off. folders
6 Sound made

while being
fleeced?

7 Envelope abbr.
8 James of “Star

Trek”
9 Allen and ___,

old comedy duo
10 It fills a chest
11 Loupe user, say
12 Dagger
15 “Puh-leeze!”
20 Title role for a

1997 Oscar
nominee

22 Sweet frozen
treat

24 “Billy Bathgate”
novelist, 1989

26 “New York, New
York” has one

27 “What ___!” (“So
funny!”)

28 Toppled
29 Available

31 Reason for 21-
Across

33 Basketball
shooting game

34 Gymnastʼs
equipment

37 “Winnie ___ Pu”
39 Certain terrier
43 Memorable 1996

hurricane

45 Works stocked
by a bookstore
with a rainbow
flag

48 Locale in a Carlo
Levi best seller

50 Loose
51 Vehicle that

makes pit stops?
52 Like some loads
53 2:1, e.g.

55 “___ be all right”
56 Early 12th-

century year
57 “Peek-___!”
58 “For Better or for

Worse”
cartoonist
Johnston

61 “Thatʼs gotta
hurt!”

Puzzle by Francis Heaney and Patrick Blindauer

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

A L G A E P O P T H E P O
B O A R D G A M E H E R O N
L A N D G R A N T C A R L A
E N G E E R I E R D O L L

C R Y B R A D R O O
H A L O S G U I N E A P I G
E D E N S A S G A R R
R O O M K E Y R E D P O N Y

T E E N W E D E N I D
S T O N E D E A F P L E A S
E E L P U L L L A S
V A S T P A L A I S J L O
E S T A B P O L O S H I R T
R E O I L S P O N G E B O B
S L Y L Y E S T O M E N S

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
500 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Release Thursday, January 21, 2010

Edited by Will Shortz No. 1217

Across
1 Fish tank buildup
6 Go off
9 It flows through

Turin
14 Othello, for one
16 Leggy wader
17 Help for a

pioneer
18 French first lady

___ Bruni-
Sarkozy

19 H.S. course
20 More unearthly
22 Real looker
23 Alan Patonʼs

“___, the
Beloved
Country”

24 Thin nail
26 Milne hopper
27 Symbols of

goodness
30 Experiment

subject
32 Fall site
33 Flier to

Stockholm

34 “Dumb and
Dumber” actress

35 Offering from the
front desk

37 Classic
Steinbeck story,
with “The”

40 First-time driver,
often

41 United
42 Geraintʼs love, in

Arthurian legend
43 Unable to hear
46 Answers in court
47 Frog predator
48 Influence
49 ___ Palmas,

capital of the
Canary Islands

50 Boundless
52 Parisʼs ___

Garnier
54 Four-time

platinum album
of 2001

57 Foundation abbr.
59 T-shaped

pullover
61 Do a lube job on

62 Animated TV
character with
buck teeth

63 How an April fool
may be done

64 Guinness suffix
65 Important signs

Down
1 Proficient
2 ___ shark
3 What a tattoo

may identify
4 Dull finish?
5 Lawn cutters
6 Subject of the

documentary
“Smart
Television”

7 Volume of
reprints

8 Half brother of
Ivan V

9 Active ingredient
in marijuana:
Abbr.

10 Apt attachment
to the starts of
14-, 17-, 35- and
43-Across

11 Likely to slip
12 Hoi ___
13 How a bump

may appear
15 Dull, as London

skies
21 Varied
23 Swindlers
25 No more
27 The Beatlesʼ

“And I Love ___”
28 Stir
29 “The Cossacks”

novelist
30 Like apparel

donned in a
Christmas carol

31 Partner of
jeweler Van
Cleef

33 Parody
36 Not give up
37 Foul caller
38 Actress Vardalos
39 Gridiron stat:

Abbr.
41 Heavy blows

43 Cuts off
44 Prickly plant
45 Slide away
46 Round a corner

in Monopoly
49 Brave one
51 Apt attachment

to the ends of
30-, 37-, 59- and
62-Across

53 Oceans
54 Be in accord
55 ___ Hubbard
56 Gambling

venues, briefly

58 Crusading
journalist Nellie

60 Do some
tailoring

Puzzle by David J. Kahn

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62

63 64 65
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GWMarketplace
www.gwmarketplace.com (202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com
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FolloW @HatcHetpromos 
on tWitter For exclusive 

oFFers and deals From our 
advertisers.

Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email:  classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:   www.gwmarketplace.com

GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.  

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW 
students and faculty.  

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per 
word beyond that.

All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the 
internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our 
office.  An extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and 
Discover, as well as cash and check through our office.
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Join the GW community on Friday, January 22nd to help fund Haitian 

disaster relief. Use your Colonial Cash to make a donation. Just swipe  

your GWorld and designate your contribution. Donations will be distributed 

evenly to the American Red Cross and Project Medishare, an organization 

that provides on-the-ground medical care to the people of Haiti.

On Friday, January 22nd,  
donation locations and hours will be:

GWorld O�ce, Marvin Center 
Fifth Floor 501, 8:30am to 6pm

Colonial Central, Marvin Center  
Ground Floor, 8:30am to 5:30pm

Columbian Square, Marvin Center  
First Floor, 11am to 2pm and 4:30 to 7pm

Mount Vernon Campus  
Ames Dining Hall, 11am to 2 pm and 4:30 to 7pm

Virginia Science and Technology Campus 
Building 2 Lobby, 11am to 2pm and 4:30 to 7pm

Swipe Your GWorld for Haiti

Be part of GW’s commitment to helping those in need.   

Donate on January 22nd

G31730

To The George Washington community:

I write to thank you for all the ways in which you have responded to the

disaster in Haiti. Time and again, when our community sees a need, we heed

the call. We know from the response of those who have been affected—

alumni as well as current students and employees—that your efforts have

been felt.

In particular, I wish to recognize the GW medical personnel who are engaged

on the ground in rescue and recovery. And we are all indebted to the

Caribbean Students Association (CSA), whose members have been personally

affected by this tragedy and yet who have stepped forward to lead with clarity

and courage. Those of us who gathered Tuesday evening on the University Yard

were deeply moved by the vigil CSA hosted and the stories its members

shared. The University has been working with CSA and a coalition of student

organizations on a number of initiatives. One result is that, starting this

Friday, George Washington students, faculty, and staff will have an

opportunity to make donations via their GWorld cards. Those wishing to

participate in other ways can find updated information on the GW

homepage at www.gwu.edu.

Meanwhile, I have remained in touch with our distinguished alumna, Haitian

First Lady Elisabeth Delatour Préval, regarding the urgent needs of her fellow

citizens and ways in which we can help. I have asked Dr. John Williams,

Provost and Vice President for Health Affairs, to lead a senior Haiti Response

Group to coordinate our efforts.

Throughout this process, our thoughts and prayers remain with the people of

Haiti and all who have been affected by this terrible event.

Sincerely,

Steven Knapp

President, The George Washington University

Office of the President

G31736

are learning,” Lehman ex-
plained.   

Feldman is currently on 
sabbatical but his methods 
are still being used in the ba-
sic physics classes.  

“Teaching by telling is an 
ineffective mode of instruc-
tion and it’s been proven,” 
Feldman said. “In scale-up, 
lecture and lab activities are 
integrated and that’s impor-
tant because you learn and 
then you immediately try it 
out.”  

Students in the class say 
they first resisted the new 
model but have grown to ap-
preciate the method of incor-
porating lecture, theory and 
practicality.  

“When I was introduced 
to the 'scale-up' method I was 
resistant, because it was very 
different having to interact 
with my peers, but after the 
first month I really grew to 
love it. I loved interacting 
with the material more and 
I feel like my understanding 
of the knowledge is so much 
more solidified,” said Han-
nah Korrell, a senior major-

ing in Russian and pre-med. 
Lehman said if Feldman’s 

experiment proves success-
ful, he might ask Ballinger 
Properties, the architecture 
firm programming and de-
signing the Science and Engi-
neering Complex, to plan the 
building so that classrooms 
and labs are built together.  

The idea of revising GW’s 
teaching methods first came 
from a brainstorming group 
commissioned by University 
President Steven Knapp. Le-
hman launched his task force 
in response, saying he want-
ed to “develop a plan that 
would allow GW to become 
a recognized national leader 
in its support for innovation 
and improvement in teach-
ing and learning.”  

The task force will devel-
op a specific plan to encour-
age “faculty development,” 
Lehman said. 

“We’re not the only uni-
versity doing this sort of 
thing,” he said. “There are 
lots of universities around 
the country that are doing 
this.” 

But the sciences are not 
the only subjects under con-
sideration.  In many depart-
ments, new variations on the 
lecture-based classroom may 

move students away from 
memorization and towards 
comprehension. 

“For example, you can’t 
learn mathematics by memo-
rizing; you learn mathemat-
ics by understanding the 
concepts,” he said, explain-
ing that students might teach 
their classmates in order to 
improve their comprehen-
sion. “One of the best ways 
to have someone learn some-
thing is to have them teach it 
to someone else.”  

Martin said the task force 
is considering different re-
wards for professors who 
participate, and “looking at 
the whole, big picture” to in-
crease teachers’ effectiveness 
with their students. 

“We were [compelled] to 
look at what it would take… 
We’ve looked at teaching 
centers across the country. 
Different teaching centers 
have different focuses,” Mar-
tin said.

The task force is looking 
for such a “focus” for a teach-
ing center at GW, and a more 
specific plan in this area will 
be presented to Lehman in 
March. 

–Shelby Hartman and Lauren 
French contributed to this 

report.
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