
After a weekend of snowball 
fights, deserted streets and blanketed 
monuments, the University finally 
has an official snow day. 

All classes were canceled Mon-
day after administrators weighed 
the lack of public transportation op-
tions for faculty and staff members, 
and the road conditions in neighbor-
hoods in Maryland, Virginia and the 
District remained poor, Executive 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Donald Lehman said Sunday night.

The “Snowmageddon,” “Snow-
pocalypse,” “Snowtorious B.I.G.,” 
or “snOMG” – names of the storm 
that were trending topics on Twit-
ter in the District – blanketed D.C. 

with upwards of 26 inches of snow 
between Friday and midday Sat-
urday, the worst storm since 1922. 
More snow is expected Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

As the city and GW shut down 
around them, students held snowball 
fights, built snowmen and toured 
the National Mall. Even if students 
wanted to hit the books, the Univer-
sity’s libraries were closed for much 
of the weekend.

Sophomores Cory Steinberg, 
John Neville and Huston Harris said 
they passed the time in the snow 
with multiple snowball fights.

“We had four hours of snowball 
fights last night, which was a lot of 
fun,” Neville said on Saturday, as he 
and his friends built a fort near Ko-
gan Plaza. 

Sophomore Alyssa Hart said 
she spent part of Saturday inside 
watching movies with friends before 
participating in the University Yard 
snowball fight.  

“We had a Mary Kate and Ashley 
marathon this morning. We watched 
Billboard Dad and Holiday in the 
Sun,” Hart said. “We ventured out-
side finally. We’ve enjoyed the snow. 
We need another week of this.”

Another student, freshman Lau-
ren Turek, said she and some friends 
bought plastic storage bins to go 
sledding down the bottom of  23rd 
Street as it slopes toward the Lincoln 
Memorial Saturday. 

The Vern Express was “on a nor-
mal schedule” but William Goldring, 
a driver for International Limousine 
Company, said that buses were fre-

quently getting stuck in snowbanks 
and difficult road conditions forced 
drivers to slow down.

Chris Thiers, a freshman living 
on the Mount Vernon campus, took 
the long wait times in stride. 

“I thought it was cool and very 
fun. I’ve never had that many death-
defying experiences on the Vern Ex-
press before,” Thiers said. “It was 
like sledding, but on the road. Very, 
very fun.”

GW Hospital did not have me-
dia representatives available this 
weekend to report the number of hy-
pothermia or snow-related injuries, 
though some property damage was 
reported to University Police. Sigma 
Chi president Ashish Kumbhat said 

HATCHET
An independent student newspaper • Serving the GW community since 1904 • Always online at GWHATCHET.COM

Tuesday • February 9, 2010 
 Volume 106 • Issue 40

The GW

OPINIONS 
There is snow place like GW
Hatchet's Editorial Board discusses GW's response to 
"Snowmageddon." • Page 4

Breaking up with Valentine's Day
Columnist Ali Peters ends her rocky relationship with 
Valentine's Day. • Page 7

NEWS NEWS
GW moves forward with research centers
Projects will further GW's bid to be a top-tier 
research university. • Page 3

Adams Mills cited for more violations
Bar might face penalties for improperly serving 
alcohol. • Page 3

LIFE

Journalist talks war
Thomas E. Ricks, 
author of two best-
selling books, spoke 
about the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq 
at the Elliott School. 
• Page 6

SPORTSMen's bas-
ketball loses 
at home to 
Duquesne
Fans brace 
winter weather 
to see Colo-
nials lose 70-
63. • Page 10

gw SHUTS DOwN AFTER HISTORIC SNOwFAll

Classes canceled Monday, students enjoy snow-covered campus in empty city

All-female 
dorm to 
house males
by MARIEllE MONDON
Hatchet Staff Writer

One of the newly designated all-fe-
male housing options, 2109 F Street, has 
four permanent male D.C. residents living 
in the residence hall. 

At the end of last semester, the Uni-
versity announced that Strong Hall – cur-
rently GW’s only all-female residence hall 
– will be changed to sorority housing next 
year, offering spaces to Chi Omega and 
Pi Beta Phi. Last month, 2109 F Street and 
Mount Vernon’s Merriweather Hall were 
named as the two alternatives for female 
students wishing to live in a single-sex en-
vironment.

But because the University purchased 
the 2109 F Street as an apartment building 
and converted it to a residence hall, there 
are a handful of rent-controlled apart-
ments in the building where D.C. residents 
unaffiliated with the University continue 
to live.

“Although there are four male perma-
nent residents living in 2109 F Street, this 
residence hall will house only female stu-
dents,” said Seth Weinshel, director of GW 
Housing Programs. He stressed that the 
male residents should not pose a problem 
because 2109 F Street is apartment-style liv-
ing, which means the women living there 
will have their own private bathrooms, un-
like some of the Strong Hall rooms.

Paige Dingess, a freshman currently 
living in Strong, said getting assigned to 
Strong Hall for her first year of school was 
a comfort for her father. She said that the 
2109 F Street option, with older male resi-
dents, might not sit as well with him.

“Honestly, I think the situation [in 2109 
F Street] might freak him out more than 
me living with just college freshmen,” she 
said. “That’s definitely creepier than living 
with 19-year-old boys.”

In addition to offering the 2109 F Street 
location, GW Housing Programs selected 
Merriweather Hall to be exclusive to fresh-
man and sophomore women only.

“I’d just reiterate that next fall, GW 
will offer two options for female students 
seeking same-sex housing,” said Univer-
sity spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard in an 
e-mail. “Merriweather will offer a housing 
environment like Strong Hall but with all 
private bathrooms. This hall will be all-
female.”

Dingess, though, said the Merriweath-
er option is not as desirable as Strong.

“I feel like if you’re going to make a 
completely all-girls dorm, that it should 

See 2109 F: Page 6

Visitors to Eckles Library have 
more than doubled since 2004 and 
students interviewed said they are 
increasingly drawn to the Mount 
Vernon library because of the small-
er crowds and community feel.  

Eckles librarians count students 
each hour and statistics collected by 
the employees show Eckles went 
from 32,051 visitors during the 
2004-2005 school year to 63,968 in 
the 2008-2009 year. In just the fall 
2009 semester alone, 43,579 people 
visited the library. 

Eckles Library staffers have 
made a concerted effort to increase 
the library’s visibility and offer it 
as an alternative to Foggy Bottom’s 
Gelman Library, said Robin Dela-
loye, outreach coordinator for Eck-
les.

“Our usage has increased so 
much in the past five years that even 
we can’t believe it,” she said.

As outreach coordinator since 
August 2005, Delaloye is responsible 
for representing Eckles on campus, 
designing and promoting events, 
and spreading overall interest about 
the library to GW students.  

Some projects include art dis-
plays on the first floor, midnight 
popcorn-making during finals 

Visitors 
double for 
Eckles  
Library
by ASHlEy lARkIN
Hatchet Reporter

See ECklES: Page 6

Religion at GW, through the eyes of the devout

vIkTORS DINDzANS | pHOTO EDITOR
Students enjoyed impromptu snowball fights over the weekend, built snowmen in Kogan Plaza and navigated around downed trees on campus after about 26 
inches of snow fell in the D.C. region. 

This is the first article in a series about 
religion at GW, seen through the eyes 

of the religious. In this issue, we’ll 
introduce four students of different 

faiths: Islam, Catholicism, Judaism and 
Sikhism. The series will follow these 
four students in an effort to look into 
their life on campus and how religion 
plays a role in their GW experience.

Between internships, classes 
and friends, some GW students 
are balancing one more commit-
ment - faith. While the following 
four students are not represen-
tative of all religion on campus, 
their stories can shed light about 
religion at GW.  

By the numbers

In 2008, 1,000 GW students took 
part in a national study conducted by 
the University of California at Los An-
geles, which found that 74 percent of 
the GW students interviewed identi-
fied themselves as religious.  

The composition of faiths gener-
ally reflects America’s religious break-
down – but with a few differences. 
Nearly 16 percent of the students who 
responded at GW said they were Jew-
ish, compared to 1.7 percent of Ameri-
cans who did the same for a Pew Fo-
rum survey. Other surveys indicate 
the University’s Jewish population is 
much larger. Hillel reports on its Web 
site that one in three students at GW 
is Jewish.  

The survey found Roman Catho-
lics to comprise the largest group on 
campus, with 23 percent of students 
identifying as Catholic. All other forms 
of Christianity, including Protestants, 
Mormons and other sects, make up 
about 24 percent of students.   

Other religions on campus include 
Islam, with which 2.6 percent of stu-
dents are affiliated; Hinduism with 
3.3 percent; and Buddhism with 0.9 
percent.  

Finding comfort between 
“an individual and a 
higher power”

“I always believe that God is by 
me and watching. Regardless of what 
my day is like, I know I can always go 

to God,” says junior Habiba Belguedj.
Belguedj and her family lived in 

Algeria, an Islamic society, before mov-
ing to Maryland when she entered 
primary school. In Algeria, religion 
was woven into personal, political and 
social lives. But Belguedj says she was 
one of the only Muslim girls in her 
school when she arrived in America.  

“My friends in middle school 

by SAIRA THADANI and lAUREN FRENCH
Hatchet Staff Writers 

MICHEllE RATTINgER and CHRIS gREgORy | ASSISTANT pHOTO EDITORS
Habiba Belguedj, left, Julie DeMareo, Ravjot Bhasin and Ariel Scheer are four religious students at GW, practicing Islam, Catholicism, Sikhism and Judaism, respectively. As 
part of a series for The Hatchet, these students shared stories of personal growth, discrimination and faith at GW. 

Go to gwhatchet.com to 
learn more about the 

four students featured 
and about GW’s religious 

breakdown.

See RElIgION: Page 8

See SNOw: Page 8

by SARAH SCIRE
Senior News Editor
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Medical school wins $15 
million research grant

AnDrew OlOwUDe | hAtChet PhOtOGrAPher
students waiting for the Vern express decided to pitch in and help push it free from the snowbank in which it was stuck saturday. the shuttle 
was running its normal schedule this weekend but bad road conditions hampered the service. 

redefining republican: no labels. 
no boxes. no stereotypes.
Listen to Meghan McCain speak 
about Republicanism in the 21st 
century.

Jack Morton Auditorium |  7:30 
to 8:30 p.m.

free yoga class
Stretch yourself 
during a free yoga 
class on the Vern.

Hand Chapel |  
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

tUesDAY weDnesDAY
Valentine’s Day Ballroom 
Dance
Learn how to impress your 
valentine on the dance floor. 

Marvin Center Grand Ballroom | 
9 to 10:30 p.m.

The School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences was awarded Wednesday a 
multi-million dollar grant  from the 
National Institutes of Health to aid re-
search in neglected diseases, according 
to a University news release.

The $15 million grant will go to-
ward rebuilding laboratories to study 
neglected diseases and infections that 
affect poverty-stricken areas, research 
professor Dr. Peter Hotez said.

The new laboratories will be able to 
better support research for the develop-
ment of new vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics for “neglected infections of 
poverty in poor developing countries, 
especially for children, who are the 
most vulnerable to these diseases,” ac-
cording to the release.

“It’ll allow us to bring in more fac-
ulty recruitments and have more space 
to expand our research mandate,” Ho-
tez said.

According to Hotez, the funds will 
also be used for renovations in Ross 
Hall.

“The NIH funds for this initiative 
will transform biomedical research and 
enable us to expand critical areas of 
much-needed clinical care and policy 
work in the field of NIoPS and [neglect-
ed diseases],” University Provost and 
Vice President for Health Affairs John 
Williams said.

–rachel Barker

Corrections
In "GSPM study: Journalists in-

creasingly utilize social media sites" 
(Feb. 4, 2010) The Hatchet erroneously 
reported that Don Bates is the director 
of a Graduate School of Political Man-
agement master's degree program. He 
is the program's founding director but 
now serves as an instructor.

In "SMPA's 'The Source' canceled 
due to lack of enrollment" (Feb. 1, p. 
3) The Hatchet erroneously reported 
that Frank Sesno is a CNN special cor-
respondent and spent 17 years at CNN 
working as a news anchor, analyst and 
reporter. Sesno is no longer with CNN 
and spent a total of 21 years at there.

The same article erroneously stated 
that that both SMPA 137 and 139 were 
under-enrolled during the spring se-
mester. SMPA 137 is not offered as a 
course during the spring semester.

Gw toastmasters
Work on your communications 
skills in a fun, supportive 
environment.

Marvin Center 301 |  
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.



In a bid to become a top-
tier research institution, the 
University is moving for-
ward with its efforts in six 
separate areas of research 
and will add four more to 
its plate.

In September, Vice 
President for Research Leo 
Chalupa named autism, 
computational biology, sci-
ence policy, energy, sustain-
ability, and neglected dis-
eases as six areas in which 
the University planned to 
create research centers. To-
day, these projects stand at 
various levels of comple-
tion, and four additional 
research center initiatives 
in the areas of the global 
status of women, the arts, 
cancer, and global security 
have been added.

“In each case, the key 
is we want to be a place 
of excellence in those en-
deavors,” Chalupa said. 
“The aim is, I want people 
around the nation to say, 
‘GW is an outstanding au-
tism center. GW has an 
outstanding computational 
biology center.’ ”

The autism center, 
which is expected to utilize 
several University depart-
ments in its research, is on 
track with its timeline, ac-
cording to Dr. Valerie Hu, 
a professor of biochemistry 
and molecular biology.

“It’s moving forward 
in that on March 1 there’s 
going to be a review of the 
strategic plan,” Hu said. If 
this review by an outside 
group is positive, the center 
can begin looking for a di-
rector, Hu said.

Hu said autism will 
also be a focus of this 
year’s “Research Day” in 
March, which will feature a 
keynote speaker on autism 
and developmental dis-
abilities, as well as a panel 

discussion on autism with 
faculty from multiple de-
partments.

As the center moves for-
ward, fundraising will be 
key to its success, Hu said.

“We are definitely going 
to have some serious fund-
raising because it is not 

cheap to start an institute,” 
Hu said.

Chalupa called the au-
tism center a large under-
taking and noted some is-
sues still need to be worked 
out.

“There are important is-
sues to resolve,” Chalupa 

said. “Like where it’s going 
to be. How much it’s going 
to cost. Where are we going 
to get the money?”

Mark Starik, professor 
of strategic management 
and public policy and one of 
the co-chairs of the commit-
tee assisting in the develop-
ment of the sustainability 
center, said the committee 
has sent a report to Cha-
lupa advocating for urban 
sustainability research. 

“The initiative group 
met several times and did a 
report and sent it to him on 
Monday,” Starik said.

Starik said the final form 
of the initiative is uncertain 
because a number of insti-
tutes and centers related to 
sustainability already exist 
at the University, and it is 
possible that some of these 
organizations could be 
combined or advanced. 

Chalupa said he had 
just received the report 
from the committee looking 
at the computational biol-
ogy initiative and planned 
to share it with members 
of the University’s senior 
leadership soon. Space may 

be available at the Virginia 
campus to house the initia-
tive, although that does not 
necessarily mean it will be 
located there, he said. 

Committees have also 
been formed recently to 
examine the science policy 
and global status of women 
initiatives, while a commit-
tee for the energy initiative 
is expected by the spring.

The decision to add the 
additional four initiatives 
was made “after conferring 
with deans and various 
campus leaders to broaden 
the scope of our research/
scholarly efforts,” Chalupa 
said in an e-mail.

Despite the University’s 
focus on these initiatives, 
Chalupa said he is also in-
volved with other areas, 
including the recruitment 
of new faculty, such as Pu-
litzer Prize-winning author 
Edward Jones.

“I don’t want to give the 
impression that that’s all 
this office is interested in,” 
Chalupa said in reference 
to the research centers. “I’m 
interested in excellence at 
GW.” u
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An investigative report 
on the Adams Mill Bar and 
Grill charging the establish-
ment with serving customers 
with more than one drink at 
a time and violating an order 
to change the ownership was 
referred to the Office of the 
Attorney General, a spokes-
person for the D.C. Alcoholic 
Beverage Regulation Admin-
istration said.

Undercover investiga-
tors in the bar reported visit-
ing the bar twice in October 
2009, where they were served 
shots and mixed drinks in 
addition to the drinks they 
ordered, according to the re-
port. Back-up drinks, which 
are drinks served to a cus-
tomer before that customer 
has consumed a previously 
served drink, are illegal in 
the District, according to the 
ABRA Web site.  

According to the report, 
the bartenders served and 
drank shots with the investi-
gators on several occasions. 

Darrell Green, the previ-
ous owner of the establish-
ment, was ordered to sell 
the bar in July to save the es-
tablishment's liquor license 
after he incurred numerous 
violations, including a fail-

ure to pay a $12,000 fine. Ac-
cording to the most recent 
report, Green sold the bar to 
a “former employee of his 
corporation and relative,” 
violating section four of the 
board order. In addition, in-
vestigators said the receipt 
they received at the bar had 
Green’s name printed on it, 
according to the report.

According to the board 
order, “Green agrees that he 
will have no role or control 
in the entity... and that the 
new entity will not be con-
trolled by a current or former 
employee.”

Hearings will determine 
whether a complaint on the 
violations will move forward 
in court. No date has been 
set for the presented report, 
ABRA spokesperson Bill 
Hager said. A second report 
on the bar is still pending 
and has not been reviewed 
yet. 

Laura Treanor, a 19-year-
old sophomore, died of alco-
hol poisoning last year after 
drinking at the bar a week 
after it reopened from a man-
datory 10-day suspension. 
The bar had been ordered 
to close in conjunction with 
the $12,000 fine for serving 
overly intoxicated patrons, 
among other offenses, a 
Hatchet investigation found. 

ABRA spokesperson Cyn-
thia Simms said the agency 
launched an investigation 
based on the police report 
from Treanor’s death Oct. 7. 
That report has not yet been 
released and is “pending,” 
Hager said. u

For the second consecu-
tive year, GW has more 
graduates in the Peace 
Corps than any other me-
dium-sized university, the 
organization announced 
Thursday. 

This marks the second 
year in a row and third time 
in four years that GW has 
placed first in the rankings 
for the category of colleges 
and universities with be-
tween 5,000 and 15,000 stu-
dents. Currently there are 53 
undergraduate alumni from 
GW serving in the Peace 
Corps, more than any other 
university of this size. 

Following GW in the 
medium-sized rankings is 
American University with 
51 participants and Cornell 
University with 46 partici-
pants. 

University President Ste-

ven Knapp said that GW’s 
high ranking is indicative of 
the University’s “culture of 
public service.” 

“I think it starts with the 
passionate interest in solv-
ing real-world problems 
that our students bring with 
them and that is one of the 
reasons they choose to attend 
a university in the heart of 
our nation’s capital,” Knapp 
said in an e-mail. “But that 
interest grows stronger and 
clearer, I believe, as students 
learn from each other, from 
our extraordinarily service-
oriented faculty, and from 
the opportunities for civic 
engagement that the uni-
versity and the city afford 
them.”

Last year, service corps 
spokespersons partly attrib-
uted stark jumps in appli-
cations to a slow economy. 
The Peace Corps saw a 16 
percent jump in applicants 
during 2008, The Hatchet 
previously reported. The in-
crease was the group’s larg-
est in five years.

Knapp said there are 
several GW programs avail-
able to students, programs 
he felt have made students 
more inclined to join ser-

vice organizations such as 
the Peace Corps. Programs 
in the Elliott School and the 
University’s newly founded 
Center for Civic Engage-
ment and Public Service of-
fer internationally focused 
learning objectives, which 
appeal to students who as-
pire to join the Peace Corps. 

Knapp noted the Uni-
versity created the Power 
and Promise Fund to de-
fray educational costs for 
students who will go into 
public service fields upon 
graduation.

Julie Potyraj, who grad-
uated from GW in 2009 and 
will begin her stint in the 

Peace Corps this month, 
said GW taught her that “to 
succeed, you must become 
an active participant in the 
things you care about.”

“I have wanted to join 
the Peace Corps since I 
knew what the Peace Corps 
was,” said Potyraj, who 
will be stationed in Zam-
bia. “I grew up in a very 
homogenous area where 
everyone looked the same 
and thought the same. I re-
alized during high school 
that there was more to life 
than just my tiny town. One 
reason I chose GW was the 
diverse opportunities the 
school offered.”

Peter Konwerski, associ-
ate vice president for Stu-
dent and Academic Support 
Services, said he thinks GW 
attracts students who have 
a “desire to really expand 
their global view,” one of 
the Peace Corps' main ob-
jectives.

“As a result, many of 
them go on to not only pro-
grams in the Peace Corps, 
but to other efforts where 
they strive to foster cross 
cultural understanding and 
expand the reach of our aca-
demic service,” Konwerski 
said in an e-mail.

This year, the University 
of Washington ranked num-

ber one for large universi-
ties, with 101 participants, 
and St. Olaf College in Min-
nesota ranked number one 
for small colleges, with 26 
participants.

The University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley still main-
tains the most Peace Corps 
participants of all time with 
3,412 involved with the pro-
gram. 

There are 7,671 Peace 
Corps volunteers working 
worldwide in 76 different 
countries. A college degree 
is not required to join the 
Peace Corps, but members 
must be U.S. citizens and 18 
years of age to join. u

GW looks to launch 10 research centers
Plans include four 
additional  areas 
of study
by Rachel BaRkeR
Hatchet Staff Writer

aNdRew OlOwude | hatchet phOtOgRapheR
Dr. Valerie Hu, a professor of biochemistry and molecular biology, is working on the launch of an 
autism research center, one of 10 centers the University hopes to start in various research areas. 

GW has most Peace Corps volunteers of mid-sized schools
University leads 
list for second 
year in a row
by dRew speNce
Hatchet Staff Writer

adams Mill cited 
for more violations
Report on Treanor 
investigation still 
'pending'
by gaBRielle BluestONe
Metro News Editor

Number of alumni serving in the Peace Corps:  (among medium-sized universities)

GW

AmeriCAN UNiversity

CorNell UNiversity

53

51

46
sOuRce: u.s. peace cORps
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Marvin Center and Uni-
versity Conferences officials 
are developing a contract to 
regulate on-campus student 
organization fundraisers that 
collaborate with food vendors 
such as Crepeaway, Pita Pit 
and Campus Fresh, represen-
tatives from the University 
said last week.   

Assistant Vice President for 
Events and Venues Michael Pel-
ler – who declined to comment 
on the specifics of the contract 
until it is finalized – said the 
University wants to ensure that 
students make a profit from on-
campus fundraisers, despite 
charges from the University for 
services like renting out Kogan 
Plaza or UPD presence if cash 
is on site.  

“This contract is being de-
veloped to protect student or-
ganizations, to ensure that they 
receive the maximum benefit as 
a result of hosting these types 
of fundraisers,” he said.  

In the past, vendors worked 
directly with student organiza-
tions, and the only involvement 
the University had was making 
sure the organizations paid the 
required expenses implement-
ed by the school. 

The new contract will en-
sure vendors are carrying out 
the fundraisers appropriately 

and are not charging students 
additional costs, thus helping 
student organizations make 
the most of an event.  

Talks of a contract between 
food vendors and the Univer-
sity began last January – the 
first of its kind, as a fundrais-
ing contract between the Uni-
versity and food vendors had 
not previously existed.    

The University wants to 
make sure all parties involved 
know their role in these fund-
raisers, and the contracts will 
make this legally binding.  

Vendors like Pita Pit and 
Campus Fresh are still able to 
hold on-campus fundraisers 
before the contract is finished 
because of their location in 
University buildings. How-
ever, they are not allowed to 
be involved in Kogan Plaza 
fundraisers until the contract 
is signed.  

Already there are standard 
costs for any event in Kogan 
Plaza, whether the fundraiser 
is student-run or University-
sponsored, as long as bringing 
in a third party is involved, 
Peller said. 

“There are expenses re-
quired. These are reasonable, 
but not free. Our main concern 
is ensuring that these expenses 
do not go above the fundrais-
ing profits, and that student 
organizations and their fund-
raising opportunities are pro-
tected,” Peller said.    

The costs include facili-
ties charges, including trash 
removal and clean up, and 
liability insurance. Costs for 
having UPD present are also 
required if cash transactions 
are involved. u

GW to develop
fundraising contract
Agreements will 
ensure students 
make fair profits
by amaNda d'amBRa
Hatchet Staff Writer

"We are definitely going 
to have some serious 
fundraising because 

it is not cheap to start 
an institute."

dr. valerie hu
Professor

The University’s effort 
to increase green space on 
campus is progressing with 
construction continuing on 
two major green spaces, the 
Square 54 green roof and the 
Square 80 green space. 

Square 54 will include 
more than 26,000 feet of 
green roof structures, includ-
ing 18,000 square feet on 
the roof of the below-grade 
parking and loading struc-
ture that will function as a 
courtyard. Pedestrians will 
be able to access the court-
yard via several entry points, 
including a 60-foot-wide 
opening between the office 
and residential buildings 
along 23rd Street. 

The green space at 
Square 54 will be opened by 
the middle of 2011, when the 
building components open. 

In addition to the green 
roof, the building will in-
clude several features to en-
hance its sustainability. 

“Boston Properties is 
looking at a number of 
methods to better the indoor 
air quality for building oc-
cupants as well as the inclu-
sion of motion-sensor light-
ing and connecting tenant’s 
lighting/HVAC circuits 
so they automatically shut 
off during non-building 
hours,” John Ralls, special 
adviser for communications 
and outreach in the Office of 
the Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer, said in an e-
mail. 

In the parking garage, 
there will be 40 bicycle park-
ing spaces for the office com-
ponent and 30 bicycle park-
ing spaces for the residential 
component. 

Construction on the 
Square 80 green space – lo-
cated behind Guthridge Hall 
and alongside South Hall – 
is expected to be completed 
in April or May of this year. 
The 32,010-square-foot area, 
which previously served as 
a parking lot, will feature 
more than 20 trees, small 

landscaped areas and an ac-
tivity lawn, and will be open 
to members of the University 
and Foggy Bottom commu-
nities. 

The park is being built to 
contain and reuse storm wa-
ter through the use of three 
cisterns to collect water and 
channels to direct it into tree 
boxes. The second cistern 
arrived at the construction 
site and was set in place this 
week. The hole for the third 
cistern will be excavated and 
the cistern will arrive in the 
next week. Excavation of the 
park’s connection to F Street 
will also be completed next 
week.

The construction of the 
Square 80 green space has 
encroached on the sidewalk 
leading to the back entrance 
of South Hall, though, creat-
ing unwanted noise for some 
residents and a muddy path-
way to the residence hall. 

South Hall resident Mal-
lory Ward said because she 
lives facing F Street, the 
noise does not really bother 
her, but she added it is unfor-
tunate that the back entrance 
has been somewhat closed 
up and muddy.

“We don’t really have 
a lot of green space around 
here. If University Yard is 
the only place that we have 
that’s green, then why not? 
We’re only here for another 
three months. I’m not com-
plaining,” Ward said. 

Michelle Polanco, also a 
South Hall resident, said the 
construction makes travel 
in and out of the building a 
pain. 

“I think being in a city it’s 
a given that you’re not going 
to get as much green space 
obviously as in a rural area, 
but if New York can manage 
to have Central Park, D.C. 
can manage to come up with 
some good green spaces,” 
she added. 

The construction of cam-
pus green space is part of the 
2007 Foggy Bottom Campus 
Plan, which includes sev-
eral other components to 
improve already open space 
such as University Yard, Eye 
Street Mall and Kogan Plaza. 
The plan seeks to create a 
more pedestrian-friendly 
environment and encourage 
diversity of space use as part 
of the larger sustainability 
goal. u

Building of green spaces continues
Guthridge Hall 
park area will be 
open by May
by kaRa duNfORd
Hatchet Staff Writer



Each February, GW endures 
one of its most recognizable 
traditions – the Student As-

sociation elections. As ridiculous 
as it is, SA election season is also an 
exciting time, providing endorse-
ment hearings, broadcast debates, 
live blogs, a postering 
day, fancy Web sites, 
T-shirt armies, rental 
cars, and, of course, 
violations. The elec-
tions bring energy to campus and, 
if nothing else, provide unassum-
ing freshmen with a few days of 
free candy and energy drinks. The 
problem isn’t the election spectacle; 
it’s what we’re left with after the 
elections are over. 

I don’t understand it, but some-
thing about the free summer hous-
ing, the $15,000 scholarship and the 
fourth-floor office causes SA presi-
dents to forget who they work for. 
As important as it is to have strong 
working relationships with admin-
istrators, those relationships should 
never come at the price of real ad-
vocacy. Effective presidents work 
with the administrators, but for the 
students.

I’ll be the first to concede that 
the SA on a whole is ineffective. Still, 
in the past it has produced a few 

notable accomplishments. In 2007, 
SA leaders bypassed administrators 
who were skeptical about Safeway’s 
desire to accept our campus card. 
They traveled to Safeway’s corpo-
rate offices to speak directly with 
the company’s executives, which 

resulted in the Water-
gate Safeway accept-
ing GWorld. The free 
newspapers many of 
us read each morning 

returned to residence halls only after 
SA president Nicole Capp and crew 
challenged Senior Vice President for 
Student and Academic Support Ser-
vices Robert Chernak, showing him  
the newspapers were something 
GW students actually cared about. 
The common thread in each exam-
ple is a willingness to challenge the 
administration on the issue. 

Unfortunately, SA leaders too 
often find more comfort in attend-
ing holiday parties and alumni re-
ceptions than they do in standing 
up for the issues students gener-
ally care about. There’s a reason no 
substantive changes have occurred 
in the dining program over the 
past few years. It’s the same reason 
CCAS advising is still lackluster, 
and our bookstore is still overpriced. 
The lack of change on these issues 

has nothing to do with the inability 
for change to occur, and everything 
to do with the failure of SA leaders, 
specifically SA presidents, to show 
any kind of backbone before the ad-
ministration. 

While the EVP gets the same 
face time, the SA president forms 
the agenda. He or she is the person 
administrators look to. One year 
ago, I ran for president on the theme 
of “Advocating Together” not be-
cause it was any less toolish than 
the other slogans, but because it 
embodied what I still believe is the 
only way for the SA to actually get 
stuff done – and not the stuff no one 
cares about, like “task forces.” SA 
leaders are most successful when 
they generate enough student sup-
port to influence the administra-
tion’s decisions

I do think GW is a great place, 
but that doesn’t mean we should 
forsake improving it. For example, 
in my four years in Foggy Bottom, 
I have yet to meet a single student 
who is satisfied with on-campus 
dining. A Sept. 21, 2009 Hatchet 
editorial called for a “shake-up in 
dining” and they got it right. The ed-
itorial accurately suggested that stu-
dent-focused administrators would 
be better positioned to oversee the 

dining program than the business-
focused administrators who oversee 
it now. The Hatchet only repeated 
what many of us have been saying 
for years, that the true first step to 
improving the dining program is to 
give its oversight to those with stu-
dent concerns in mind. The leaders 
of the SA, specifically the president, 
are the only students who can truly 
make that case before the adminis-
tration.

This year, no student should get 
a single endorsement or vote for an 
SA position, unless they demon-
strate a willingness to challenge the 
administration on the issues that 
matter most. It’s not enough to say 
you want to make small tangible 
changes, unless you can explain how 
you’re going to accomplish each of 
them. It’s also not enough to talk 
about reforming the SA. We already 
know the SA is ineffective, so get a 
new platform. This year, if you want 
to be in the SA, show me and the 
rest of the student body that you are 
a strong enough leader to tactfully 
stand up to the administration and 
represent real student concerns. 
–The writer, a senior majoring in politi-

cal science, was the Student Associa-
tion's executive vice president during 

the 2008-2009 school year. 

The GW men's basketball team 
is currently 12-10 overall and 
2-7 in the Atlantic 10 Confer-

ence: good enough for 12th place. Up 
to this point, it has been a season full 
of inconsistencies, in which the team 
has performed wonderfully at times 
and then has had some tough home 
losses to teams such as Xavier, Rich-
mond and Duquesne. These 
games have either been close 
or ones in which we ended 
up losing the lead at the very 
end. While the Colonials kept 
it close or led for most of the 
game, the team just could not 
finish strong in the final minutes.

This isn’t just something that has 
only occurred on our home court, 
though. On the road, the team had the 
opportunity to get huge conference 
wins at Rhode Island and Charlotte 
over the last few weeks. But again, 
they just couldn’t seem to close the 
game successfully. While the play-
ers played really hard for most of the 
game, both games were lost in the last 
few minutes of regulation.

All of these losses are extremely 
significant, mainly because most 
analysts predict both Rhode Island 
and Charlotte, along with Xavier and 
Richmond, will appear in the NCAA 
Tournament as representatives of our 
conference. If we were able to beat 
at least one or two of these teams, it 
could have given the program a huge 
boost not only in our conference, but 
also in the national eye.

In all of the games, along with 
the La Salle game in which we also 
lost the lead at the end, there has 
been one consistent factor: inconsis-
tency on offense. While the team has 
sometimes come out with a quick 
start, or has done a good job of scor-
ing points efficiently in spurts during 
the game, the offense seems to disap-
pear when push comes to shove in 
the final minutes. For example, in 
the game against Charlotte, we were 
leading 17-6 in the first four minutes 
of the game. But after those first few 
minutes, the offense never seemed to 
regain that rhythm, eventually fall-
ing 72-68 against the No. 3 team in 
our conference.

Obviously, this inconsistency 
needs to be addressed by the coach-
ing staff. After watching the team 

lose to Xavier and then comparing 
that to more recent games, head 
coach Karl Hobbs has addressed the 
situation. In each and every game 
since then, the team has showed 
improvement in some way. The pe-
rimeter defense has improved, shots 
have begun to fall and we’ve also 
begun to rebound well.

But one thing I noticed during 
the game in Charlotte was that while 
the team played well on defense in 
the closing minutes, they seemed to 
forget what to do on offense. Execu-
tion late in the game is key. If the Co-
lonials can execute successfully on 
offense in the last few minutes of the 
game, they will pose a serious threat 
to other teams in the conference.

While this inconsistency has 
plagued the team during conference 
play this season, it is a significant 
improvement from last year, when 
the team was often blown out or was 
never even in the game from the be-
ginning of regulation. Another thing 
to keep in mind is that all of this is 
a valuable learning experience for 
our extremely young squad. With 
so many underclassmen, playing 
the toughest teams in our conference 
early on in the season does have a 
positive effect. It has helped prepare 
the players mentally not just for next 
season, but for the upcoming A-10 
Tournament, which I believe the 
team still has a high chance of mak-
ing.

So while it seems as though this 
season that started off with a bang 
has come to a screeching halt, it is in 
fact still full of promise. This team 
has a lot of talent and all of the play-
ers play with a lot of heart each and 
every game. And though some of the 
games haven’t been perfect, and the 
end result hasn’t looked as pretty as 
we may want it to look, the future is 
bright. The Colonials are not just a 
threat, but a rising star in the A-10. 

–The writer, a sophomore majoring 
in international affairs, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

Let’s face the facts: water 
pollution is a major issue 
in D.C., and anyone who 

has ever seen the Anacostia 
River is a witness to that. Al-
though no one enjoys a new tax, 
the newly imple-
mented D.C. bag 
tax is a minor 
inconvenience 
when compared 
to the larger problem it is fight-
ing. Despite the outcries of 
some, this bag tax is neither un-
precedented nor unwarranted, 
and has the potential to reshape 
the way Americans approach 
paying for environmental prob-
lems.

Although some have con-
tended that this tax is an exam-
ple of taxation without repre-
sentation, it is not. This tax will 
not harm local commerce in the 
slightest and is easily avoidable 
with the simple acquisition of a 
reusable shopping bag. One of 
the most important things to re-
member about this tax is that it 
was passed by the elected mem-
bers of the D.C. Council, whose 
rights include the ability to levy 
taxes. If residents dislike this tax 
enough to want it repealed, they 
will have the chance to check 
the power of the city council on 
Election Day, just as they do ev-
ery two years. 

In the meantime, how-
ever, we should consider the 
positives of this tax, the most 
obvious of which is the $4 
million or more that will be 
raised each year to combat the 
awful water pollution in the 
Anacostia River – an initia-
tive long overdue. The tax is 
also beneficial to any business 
that gives out plastic bags. An 
important part of this plan is 
that 20 percent of the revenue 
is slated to be returned to the 
companies that collect it. That 
does not sound like punishing 
or stifling the business sector; 
rather, it sounds like a good 
incentive for the companies to 
collect the tax, as well as a new 
source of revenue for D.C. 
businesses in these challeng-

ing economic times.
This tax is not meant to 

be punitive, which is further 
reinforced by the fact that it is 
simple to avoid. Bring a reus-
able shopping bag (or two) 

when you shop 
for groceries or 
anything else 
you cannot carry 
by hand. These 

bags are readily purchased at 
several sites around campus, 
including CVS and Safeway, 
but can actually be acquired for 
free from GreenGW, making 
the bag tax a thing of the past 
for GW students. 

Hatchet columnist Evan 
Schwartz claimed the tax rep-
resented an infringement on 
liberty (“Paper, plastic and 
taxes,” Feb.1), but there is no 
need for this sort of alarmism 
when discussing the tax. It is 
a tax that is easy to avoid and 
in all honesty not much of a 
burden for most students. For 
those diehards who would still 
denounce the tax, I ask that 
they turn their anger away 
from the government and to-
ward the corporations indi-
rectly causing them to have to 
pay the extra 5 cents. These in-
clude various manufacturing 
companies which have been 
irresponsibly dumping illegal-
ly high amounts of waste and 
pollutants into the Anacostia 
River for decades, bringing 
the situation to a point where 
government involvement was 
necessary. These companies 
also have the money and influ-
ence to lobby the government 
for lighter restrictions, which 
have been afforded to them. In 
short, the D.C. Council should 
be applauded for the imple-
mentation of this needed tax 
and I encourage everyone who 
has a problem with the tax to 
grab a reusable shopping bag 
for free from GreenGW and 
avoid the tax altogether.

–The writer, a sophomore major-
ing in international affairs, is the 

director of communications for 
GreenGW.
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Staff EditoriaL by devereaux Sterrette
Snow, my god!

Inconsistency with a  
side of promise

SA leaders shouldn't lose touch with students

The district's bag tax: 
a small price to pay

Quotable
"Is there a mystique about 

people who are known by a single 

name?  Elvis? Beyonce? Madonna?  

We in the Creative Writing Pro-

gram have our own single-name 

star.  Hache is what we call him, 

students and colleagues alike." 

 –Faye Moskowitz, chair of the 

Creative Writing Program

there's snow place like GW
As the District recovers from the 

devastation of Snowpocalypse, we ex-
pect students to look back on this storm 
with fond memories. On campus, the 
weekend was full of impromptu snow-
ball fights, various last minute activities 
and free snacks in residence halls and at 
basketball games. In general, the Univer-
sity’s response was measured and effec-
tive, though there were some missed op-
portunities that GW could have seized.

At the height of the storm, we re-
ceived a letter to the editor from junior 
Joseph Steigman praising GW Facilities 
Management for its tireless fight against 
the onslaught of snow. He wrote, “If this 
blizzard has proven anything about GW, 
it is that we have the best facility work-
ers you could ask for.” We couldn’t have 
said it better ourselves. While most stu-
dents spent their weekend frolicking in 
the snow or staying warm inside, GW’s 
facilities workers were out in full force, 
around the clock, braving the elements 
to ensure that campus was not crippled 
in the face of nearly 26 inches of snow. 
These integral members of the GW com-
munity went above and beyond for the 
safety and comfort of those on campus. 
We couldn’t be more proud to have such 
a dedicated team of employees on hand 
for such challenging situations.

Another group that surpassed ex-
pectations this weekend was the GW De-
partment of Athletics. Due to the storm, 
the school waived the usual streaming 
fee for men’s basketball games, allow-
ing students to watch Saturday’s game 
online for free. For those who did make 
the trek to the Smith Center, they were 
rewarded with free hot chocolate and 
cookies. Even without a win, the ath-
letic department made an impressive 
effort to provide students with enter-
tainment.

GW Housing Programs also deserves 
credit for understanding the realities of 
dorm life in a snowstorm. Housing staff 
members were instructed to keep an 
eye on residents, and provide updates 
on what students were doing with their 
spare time. On the surface, this may 
seem overly maternal, especially given 
that college students are old enough to 
handle a few days indoors. However, 
the truth is that students stuck in their 
rooms will inevitably become bored 
and are more likely to drink excessively. 
Housing struck the perfect balance by 
asking only that staff members be vigi-
lant, but not being overzealous in their 
efforts to monitor their residents. 

In addition, we are also happy to 
note that President Knapp has been per-
sonally checking on conditions around 
campus, and been actively communicat-
ing with operations personnel.

On the other hand, the Center for Al-
cohol and Drug Education efforts were 
lacking in the face of these realities. The 
mission of CADE is awareness, and they 
did not effectively inform students of 
the added dangers of drinking during 
severe weather. It was an opportunity 
for the office to raise awareness and 
further educate students about being 
safe and enjoying themselves. Even if 
the office had simply provided Housing 
staff members with additional informa-
tion on handling emergency situations 
during a storm, the small effort would 
have gone a long way toward increasing 
safety during the storm.

Snowpocalypse 2010 will probably 
hold a special place in students’ hearts for 
years to come. The perennial complaints 
of a lack of unity and spirit on campus 
were rebuked by snowball fights in Uni-
versity Yard, snowmen dressed in GW 
gear on F Street and warm drinks en-
joyed with friends as the city found itself 
blanketed in white. At the center of this 
experience were the efforts of a number 
of departments around the University. 
Although CADE could have done more 
to increase awareness, both the athlet-
ics and housing departments handled 
the storm impressively. But above all, 
we applaud GW Facilities. As Steigman 
wrote, “they are here doing difficult jobs 
while we play in the snow… So we tip 
our hats off to you: the men and women 
of GW Facilities.”



Are they birds or dino-
saurs? 

This question has puzzled 
scientists for almost two de-
cades after the discovery of 
a bizarre, bird-like family of 
dinosaurs called Alvarezsau-
ridea, first found in the 1990s. 

But GW researchers put an 
end to this chicken-egg-type 
conundrum with the discov-
ery that one 160-million-year-
old species within this family 
proves that, although this fam-
ily of dinosaurs share many 
characteristics with birds, the 
two evolved separately. 

Professors James Clark and 
Cathy Forster, along with Chi-
nese researcher Xu Xing of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Vertebrate Paleon-
tology and Paleoanthropology, 
and doctoral candidate Jonah 
Choiniere, traveled to Chi-
na’s Gobi Desert in 2004 
to search for dinosaurs 
that have shared charac-
teristics with birds in 
hopes of solving this 
mystery.

C h o i n i e r e , 
Clark and Xing 
collaborated on a 
report about their 
discovery pub-
lished in the Jan. 29 

edition of Science Magazine.  
“There was a lot of confu-

sion about just where these 
guys fit,” Choiniere said.

Choiniere named the new 
species Haplocheirus sollers, 
meaning “simple, skillful 
hand.” 

“The new fossil is clearly a 
dinosaur. It doesn’t look bird-
like or have bird-like propor-
tions or features,” Choiniere 
said. “But at the same time it 
shares a lot of features with Al-
varezsauridea.” 

In Chi-
na, the team 
sought di-
nosaur fos-
sils from the 
late Jurassic 
period that 
were closely re-
lated to birds. 

“We think 
that if birds had 
evolved about 150 
million years ago, 
some of their clos-
est relatives were 
probably just a little 
older than that,” Cho-
iniere said. u
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Foggy Bottom is moving 
closer to creating a Neigh-
borhood Watch program 
now that a senior student 
and community leader has 
joined forces with the Sec-
ond District’s Citizens Advi-
sory Council.

Spearheading the effort 
is the CAC chair Samantha 
Nolan and GW senior Lev 
Trubkovich - vice president 
of the Foggy Bottom Asso-
ciation and new member of 
the CAC.

“I was shocked and 
knew something had to 
change,” Trubkovich said 

after he learned that Police 
Service Area 207, which in-
cludes GW’s Foggy Bottom 
campus, “is the only service 
area in the Second District 
without a neighborhood 
watch.” 

While the area around 
GW’s campus is served by 
multiple law enforcement 
agencies, particularly the 
University Police Depart-
ment on campus, the Neigh-
borhood Watch would be 
an additional security mea-
sure.

“A neighborhood watch 
is comprised of trained citi-
zens who become the eyes 
and ears of the neighbor-
hood, which will be extreme-
ly helpful because police 
have priorities and cannot 
be everywhere,” Trubkovich 
said.

Among the residents 
who Nolan and Trubkovich 
are hoping will volunteer 
are students who live in the 

area. 
“In terms of student in-

volvement, I want us to be 
part of the Neighborhood 
Watch," Trubkovich said. 
"I am positive we won’t be 
able to do this without stu-
dent help.".

Some students inter-
viewed say they support the 
plans.

“Neighborhood watch-
es are a good idea because 
they create a sense of com-
munity, and if something 
were to happen it’s good 
to know that they’ve got 
my back,” said Alan Tran, a 
freshman.

Others said they were 
not as happy about the ef-
forts to create the new safety 
program.

“[A neighborhood 
watch] is a stupid idea be-
cause there’s no way for it 
to work. I think it’s a noble 
but ultimately futile attempt 
to keep GW safe because 

in reality they don’t actu-
ally prevent crime,” said Raj 
Mainthia, a junior.

The Neighborhood 
Watch for PSA 207 is still in 
the planning stages for now.

“I hope that it will be 
recognized in a couple of 
months and successful in a 
year,” Trubkovich said. 

Nolan said in an e-mail 
that she hopes she will 
have the program started in 
March, but despite all this 
planning, nothing is pos-
sible without residential in-
volvement. 

“We need someone who 
is willing to be the director 
and keep contact with all the 
block captains for the pro-
gram to work,” Nolan said.

Those interested in be-
coming part of the Neigh-
borhood Watch should con-
tact Nolan at NolanTutor@
yahoo.com or Trubkovich 
at foggybottomvp@gmail.
com. u

Neighborhood may get watch group
Foggy Bottom 
leaders aim to 
start program
by JOhee ChuNg  
Hatchet Reporter

New fossil may 
solve evolution 
questions
by Melissa Turley  
Hatchet Reporter

Professors make 
Jurassic discovery 

phOTO COurTesy Of gw Media relaTiONs
An artistic rendering of a newly discovered dinosaur, Haplocheirus 
sollers, which means "simple, skillful hand."
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A GW alumna opened up last Wednes-
day about her book titled “Government 
Girl,” which recounts her experiences be-
ing young and female while interning in 
the Clinton White House.

About 25 people attended the book 
signing in the Marvin Center with Stacy 
Parker Aab, who talked about her fond 
memories at the University, including stay-
ing in Thurston Hall her freshman year 
and majoring in political communication. 
She graduated from GW with a degree in 
political communication in 1996. 

Parker Aab’s career sprung to life after 
she volunteered in the Marvin Center with 
the Presidential Inauguration Committee. 
In “Government Girl,” Parker Aab de-
scribes her passion for public service and 
her journey in the White House – in the 
“best of times and worst of times.”

“GW opened up so many worlds 
for me. You often hear people talk about 
[GW’s] location, but here there is access 
to worlds that I wouldn’t have if I were at 
a different school,” she said. “I have met 
great people and I also was able to have 
great writing professors and workshops.”

Parker Aab read excerpts of the book 
out loud - including some unpleasant pas-
sages. Parker Aab began with stories about 
traveling to Abuja, Nigeria in 2001 and 
about how a young boy born with HIV 
spoke about the harsh reality he faced.

It was an emotional moment for the 
White House staff and, in a moment of ten-
sion, President Bill Clinton praised the boy 
for sharing his pains and hopes.

Parker Aab said one of her dark-
est moments coincided with the Monica 
Lewinsky scandal. Inevitably, “The Monica 
Spring” led to much tension in the White 
House. Parker Aab was called in and asked 
whether or not she lied about her drug use 
in her background check.

Her lie could embarrass the entire 
administration – on top of the ongoing 
Lewinsky scandal. Parker Aab reassured 
the questioners that she was telling the 
truth: she had experimented with drugs in 
high school. Eventually, she was cleared.

After her White House days, Parker 

Aab worked on The Katrina Experiment, 
which helps evacuees, and is assisting a 
professor specializing in natural disasters 
at Columbia University with research on 
the hurrican.

Professor Jarol Manheim, who attend-
ed the event, was Aab’s former professor 
in the School of Media and Public Affairs. 

“She was always a confident person, 
but now she has the richness of her experi-
ences,” Manheim said. 

Students who attended the event said 
they appreciated the GW focus of the talk. 

“It was interesting to see how another 
undergrad took advantage of D.C.,” said 
freshman Ellen Nadeau. “It was nice to see 
how her future was shaped by D.C. and 
led to so many different places.” u

While the University of Virginia 
joined a growing number of colleges who 
have published their last yearbook, GW’s 
Cherry Tree yearbook staff began to ex-
pand production by reaching out to un-
derclassmen for the first time this year.

Virginia’s “Corks and Curls” staff 
terminated yearbook production just one 
year before its 120th anniversary due to 
insufficient student interest and funding. 
Those two factors also plague yearbooks 
at college campuses including George-
town and St. Mary’s College of Mary-
land, but staffers of The Cherry Tree say 
the yearbook will remain a strong tradi-
tion at GW.

The GW Alumni Association provides 
enough funding to make a yearbook for 
each senior, so generating sales revenue 
is not an issue for The Cherry Tree. And 

though the yearbook has always been for 
sale to all years, for the first time the staff 
will actively market The Cherry Tree for 
sale to underclassmen.

“We’ve been working with the Par-
ents Association to advertise through 
the Parents Association [e-mail list],” 
Cherry Tree Editor in Chief Callie Mese-
role said.

This year’s edition of The Cherry Tree 
will be mailed in the fall to the addresses 
seniors list on GWeb.

Seniors’ remaining opportunities to 
sit for portraits -- about 80 percent sat last 
year -- are the weeks of February 22 and 
March 22. Marissa Tonelli, a senior in the 
School of Public Health and Health Ser-
vices, said that getting The Cherry Tree 
is something she looks forward to as a 
senior.

“Until now, it probably wasn’t as im-
portant to me, but now I think it would 
bother me if we had to lose our year-
book,” Tonelli said.

Tonelli plans to get her picture taken 
for the yearbook. She said if seniors had 
to pay for the yearbook, the price would 
determine whether or not she purchased 
one.

Gabrielle Partridge, who graduated 
from the Elliott School in December, said 

she did not know that she will receive a 
yearbook.

“I think it will be nice to have,” Par-
tridge said. Still, she said she does not 
think she would purchase a yearbook if 
seniors had to pay for them.

As for those who produce the pub-
lication, there is no shortage of students 
interested in joining the staff.

Last summer, about 40 students ap-
plied for the yearbook’s 11 paid positions, 
Meserole said. Meserole attributes this 
interest in part to the University's strong 
journalism program.

But Corks and Curls editors, too, had 
enthusiasm, said 2009 Editor in Chief Mi-
chelle Burch.

“We had great interest in keeping the 
book alive,” she said in an e-mail. But a 
dedicated staff was not enough. The 2009 
staff began the year with plans to publish 
the next yearbook, but was forced to ter-
minate production.

“It would take a completely differ-
ent approach to bring it back to life in this 
digital world,” Burch said, adding she be-
lieves the increasing popularity of online 
social networking sites has contributed to 
the decline in yearbooks.

Angela Angelotti, a 2009 editor of 
Georgetown University’s “Ye Doomes-
day Booke,” said she doesn’t believe Fa-
cebook could ever replace a yearbook.

“I believe the yearbook to be the most 
important tool students have to re-

member college as a whole since 
there are always so many differ-
ent things going on,” Angelotti 
said in an e-mail. The editor in-
dependently completed more 

than 300 pages of Georgetown’s 
yearbook last year.

She said she fears the Booke 
could meet the same end as Vir-
ginia’s yearbook if the publication 
does not receive funding from the 

school. 
“The number of students who buy 

books is continually dropping, creat-
ing a serious problem for our budget,” 
Angelotti said. u

GW had a record-breaking 
year in admissions, receiving 3 
percent more applications than 
ever before despite having one 
of the nation's highest tuitions, 
and some students from the class 
of 2014 said the school’s image, 
campus and academic offerings 
made it a viable choice despite 
an economic downturn. 

After a 3 percent increase in 
undergraduate admissions ap-
plications that marks the highest 
number ever for the University, 
a number of rising freshman 
students said the University’s 
offerings and reputation played 
a big role in their admissions de-
cision.

Senior Vice President for 
Student and Academic Support 
Services Robert Chernak said 
the University’s image has im-
proved, resulting in this year’s 
strong application numbers. 

“Comments received from 
high school guidance counsel-
ors and teachers seem to con-
firm that GW right now is a 
‘hot’ school,” Chernak said in an 
e-mail. “As you know, GW has 
already reached an all-time high 
for applications for admission. 
We anticipate this year exceed-
ing 21,000 applications for an 
entering freshman class planned 
at 2,350.”

Like some high school se-
niors considering GW, Max 
Schwager, from Kingston, Penn., 
said he thought GW would not 
provide a “traditional college 
experience,” but said he was 
pleasantly surprised after his 
first campus visit. 

“When people think of city 
schools, they think ‘oh you don’t 
get the campus feel, or you don’t 
feel like you’re really at college,’ 
” Schwager said. “I don’t think 
that happens at GW, there’s no 
lack of knowledge that you’re 
on GW’s campus and that really 
stood out to me.” 

Schwager said the school’s 

academic offerings weighed 
heavily on his decision to apply 
early decision to GW, where he 
was accepted as a declared po-
litical communication major in 
the School of Media and Public 
Affairs. 

“The political communica-
tion program was exactly what 
I was looking for, but I didn’t 
know it existed,” Schwager said. 
“It just adds to why GW is the 
school I want to go to.” 

While GW’s campus and aca-
demic programs appealed to Lin-
da Cui from Raleigh, N.C., who 
also applied and was accepted 
early decision, it was name rec-
ognition that sealed the deal. 

“I like that I’m not going to 
a small school in the middle of 
nowhere,” Cui said. “It’s a pres-
tigious University and if you tell 
people you’re going there, they 
will know, and I like that.” 

Despite high enthusiasm, 
Chernak said the incoming stu-
dents and parents who he met 
are equally concerned with the 
University’s affordability. 

“Interestingly, many appli-
cants and their families have be-
come much more aware of GW’s 
fixed tuition plan and guaran-
teed student aid policy which, 
in these uncertain economic 
times, seems like a real plus for 
our recruitment efforts,” Cher-
nak said. “In many cases, they 
have indicated a need to weigh 
student aid options among the 
schools they have applied to.” 

Schwager agreed that name 
recognition and academics don’t 
outweigh the looming costs of 
one of the most expensive uni-
versities in the country. 

“I think its reputation is that 
it’s a very good school but some 
of its key factors could be a turn-
off for some people,” Schwager 
said. “The fact that it is one of 
the most expensive schools in 
the country and with the econ-
omy like it is right now, that’s 
something that is keeping some 
of my friends from considering 
GW.” u

New York Times bestsell-
ing author and two-time Pulit-
zer Prize winner Thomas Ricks 
shared his experience of the 
military situation in Iraq  along 
with his thoughts on America’s 
future in Afghanistan at the El-
liott School Thursday night. 

Often considered one of 
the best defense reporters in 
America, Ricks spent 20 years 
reporting on U.S. military is-
sues for the Washington Post 
and the Wall Street Journal be-
fore writing two books, “Fiasco: 
The American Military Adven-
ture in Iraq” and “The Gamble: 
David Petraeus and the Ameri-
can Military Adventure in Iraq, 
2006-2008,” about the war in 
Iraq. 

While Iraq is his specialty, 
Ricks started the night discuss-
ing Afghanistan and how it 
would be an easier country to 
stabilize than Iraq because of 
the “national identity” – Af-
ghan – that all the separate eth-
nic groups share. 

Even with this hope, Ricks 
said he thinks the government 
run by President Hamid Karzai 
is a “real, strategic problem” 
within the country, causing cor-
ruption and military ineptness. 

“All we need to provide 
is a somewhat useful, a less-
corrupted government to suc-
ceed in Afghanistan,” Rick 
said. “That can be achieved by 
changing the behavior of the 
Karzai government.” 

Switching the topic to Iraq, 
Ricks said he is worried about 
the country’s general elections 
coming in March and if those 
elections will yield only more 
corruption in the country. 

“I’m more pessimistic 
about Iraq because the surge 
ultimately failed. There may 
have been greater security in 
the country but it didn’t lead to 
an Iraqi political breakthrough 
as originally thought.” 

Ricks said he believes the 
upcoming election will play an 
important role in the future of 
the country. 

“It is crucial for the Sunnis, 
especially given recent events, 
and it is vital that a successful 
coalition government be set up 
a few months after the election 
results are finalized,” he said. 

He disagreed with Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s plan to 
pull many U.S. soldiers from 
Iraq this coming summer, say-
ing the country and govern-
ment are still too “shaky.”

“It would be unwise to 
leave as soon as possible since 
it’s not the right thing to do 
given that political progress 
is still shaky,” he said. "And, 
there is still the possibility 
for a renewed civil war once 
troops start vacating the more 
and then less secure areas of 
Iraq.” u
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be on Foggy Bottom,” Ding-
ess said. “Freshmen are new, 
and I feel like sending them 
out to the Vern in an all-fe-
male dorm is just making it 
scarier. I just wish there was a 
better option than that, even 
if was just the top two floors 
of a building.”

Current Strong Hall resi-
dent Zahra Khan, though, 
said having the male residents 
in 2109 F Street shouldn’t be a 
significant problem for stu-
dents living in Strong, espe-
cially with the Merriweather 

option for underclassmen.
“With Pelham too, I feel 

like the Vern is going to be 
the new developing place to 
be,” Khan said, referencing 
the redesigned residence hall 
on the Mount Vernon campus 
that will increase the popula-
tion of the Vern by 40 percent 
when it opens in the fall. 

Khan said that she thinks 
the new same-sex option on 
the Mount Vernon campus 
will offer the same effect as 
Strong.

“Merriweather is going 
to be like the new Strong,” 
she said. “[The residents] are 
going to be really close.”

Khan, who grew up 
mostly in Saudi Arabia, made 

the decision to live in Strong 
to facilitate an easier transi-
tion into life at GW. Many fe-
male students, like Khan, live 
in Strong for religious or cul-
tural reasons, especially fresh-
men who need to adapt to the 
environment of college.

“It could be a problem for 
freshmen who need an all-fe-
male housing option,” Khan 
said. “But sophomores and 
upperclassmen who live in 
Strong live there because it’s 
Strong. We’re all friends who 
lived here freshman year.”

Despite the University’s 
initiatives to expand Mount 
Vernon campus life, fresh-
man Strong resident Brianna 
Wright said living there might 

be unattractive to prospective 
students.

“I think if people want an 
all-female option on the Fog-
gy Bottom campus it’s a little 
awkward to have the only 
option to be one that has four 
guys, especially four guys 
that don’t even go to GW,” 
Wright said.

“If I were an incoming 
freshman and my parents 
told me they wanted me to 
live in all-female housing the 
first year, I would be upset,” 
she said. “Some people on the 
Vern really love it, but a lot of 
them feel really isolated from 
what’s going on. I think that 
would drive some people 
away.” u 

week, and the Eckles Flix Col-
lection, which is a DVD rental 
system available to Mount 
Vernon residents. 

But Eckles’ biggest 
strength may be that it listens 
to student requests. When 
students asked for additional 
study space last year, the 
Eckles staff rearranged the 
library’s layout and added 
more tables and chairs. They 
also expanded their services 
by not only lengthening their 
hours of operation, but also 
bringing tutoring, the Writ-
ing Center and GW Language 
Café to the library.

“I definitely get the feeling 
they put effort into what they 
do,” freshman Aaron Schmitt 

said. “There’s more of a com-
munity feel on the Vern.” 

Kelsey Martinez, a fresh-
man who lives on the Mount 
Vernon campus, said it is Eck-
les’ little perks that make the 
library special.

“The stuff they do here, 
it’s definitely a plus,” Marti-
nez said. “It’s warm, cozy and 
there’s free coffee. I actually 
use the coffee machine a lot.”

Delaloye said the library 
is bracing for an even larger 
increase in library usage with 
the opening of Pelham Hall, 
a new residence hall on the 
Mount Vernon campus.  

“No one really knows 
what it will be like once the 
new building opens, but we 
are preparing as best we can 
by increasing study space and 
installing new outlets,” Dela-
loya said. The staff hopes to 
keep the library open 24 hours 

a day Sunday through Thurs-
day starting next year.  

Eckles employees are es-
pecially proud of their top 
marks in the Service Excellence 
Survey, which was distributed 
to over 4,000 students. The li-
brary ranked in the top five for 
student services. 

“I think we received this 
recognition because every per-
son on our staff – professional 
and student – truly wants to 
give our patrons the best pos-
sible experience,” Delaloye 
said. “It sounds cheesy, but we 
just try hard.” 

Many of the improve-
ments at Eckles are centered 
on creating a comfortable at-
mosphere in which students 
can relax and study.  While 
Delaloye praises Gelman Li-
brary for its vast resources on 
main campus, she also said, 
“Eckles is able to offer a more 

relaxed study environment 
with comfortable chairs and 
a higher proportion of study 
rooms.”  

Danielle Vaghi, a freshman 
who lives on the Foggy Bottom 
campus, echoed her assess-
ment of the two libraries.  

“In Gelman, even the 
quiet rooms are distracting be-
cause there are people around 
all the time,” she said. “I plan 
on coming back [to Eckles] to 
study.”  

Eckles’ relaxed environ-
ment and improved services 
have encouraged many stu-
dents like Vaghi to shuttle 
from main campus or else-
where to the Mount Vernon 
campus.  

Dave Iden, a second-year 
graduate student who lives off 
campus, said he usually stud-
ies at Eckles an hour or two 
before class. u
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You’re about to step into 
the shower when you hear 
it. That alarm, ringing so 
loudly your hands immedi-
ately go to your ears. It’s a 
fire alarm. 

You might complain 
about fire drills – but the 
consequences of ignoring a 
fire alarm can be serious, ac-
cording to University Police 
Chief Dolores Stafford.

Two fire drills are con-
ducted every year in each 
sophomore, junior and se-
nior residence hall, and four 
times in freshman buildings, 
Stafford said in an e-mail.

According to Stafford, 
fire drills are necessary to 
educate students about the 
evacuation procedures con-
veniently mapped out on the 
back of most residence hall 

room doors. Electronic de-
vices, such as the elevators, 
are immediately shut off 
when an alarm is activated.

From Jan. 2009 to Nov. 
2009 there were 20 reported 
fires in residence halls – 
the majority of which were 
caused by small oven fires, 
according to the official fire 
log found on the University 
Policy Department's Web 
site.

For some students, 
though, repetitive fire alarms 
dumb down the message.

“I think people try to fol-
low the rules but when there 
are so many [fire drills], it’s 
kind of like crying wolf and 
people won’t leave,” junior 
Ashley Norred said. 

Others said although 
they feel like they know the 
procedures well, safety is 
never far from their minds.

“I feel like I have a suf-

ficient knowledge of how 
to get out of the building,” 
Conor MacCaffrey, a junior, 
said. “But after the Schenley 
fire, I don’t think any of us 
take [safety precautions] for 
granted.”

In 2008, a fire erupted in 
Schenley Hall that injured 
no one but completely de-
stroyed an entire room.

As for students who 
choose to pull a fire alarm 
as part of a prank, Stafford 
warned, they can face pun-
ishment as serious as arrest.

“These [students] can be 
arrested, as it is a violation 
of D.C. Criminal Code. They 
are also sanctioned through 
[Student Judicial Services],” 
Stafford said.

Stafford cautioned stu-
dents against staying in their 
rooms when a fire alarm 
sounds, as they can also face 
consequences if identified.

“GW police and Hous-
ing Staff can open doors to 
rooms for health and safety 
reasons. If students are iden-
tified who have not evacu-
ated, GWPD writes a report 
and they are sanctioned 
through SJS,” Stafford said.

Campus fires have killed 
99 college students across 
the United States within the 
past decade, according to 
the Center for Campus Fire 
Safety's Web site. 

Ken Crosswhite, a public 
information offficer for the 
D.C. Fire Department, said 
he believes that most resi-
dence hall fires start due to 
carelessness and potentially 
dangerous cooking gadgets.

Crosswhite recommend-
ed that students refrain from 
“unsafe cooking, halogen 
lamps and space heaters,” 
especially “after a hard night 
of partying.” u

Many professors have 
earned their repu-
tations teaching a 

given skill, like how to frame 
a policy analysis or how to 
devise an economic model. 
But English professor Her-
man Carrillo tries to impart a 
more unconventional ability 
to the students in his creative 
writing class: how to dream. 

“University students 
do one thing that makes 
life meaningful, which is, 
you dream. And you dream 
about what your life will be 
like after this moment,” Car-
rillo said.

Carrillo said he’s always 
been a dreamer. After work-
ing for years at HBO, he 
found his place as a teacher 
when he realized he was not 
surrounded by people who 
shared his ideals.

“I was odd and strange 
and a whole bunch of other 
things, and I read books no-
body else had read and I 
wanted to talk about things 
nobody was interested in. 
It’s odd, I actually found a 
home some place I couldn’t 
find with other people who 
had done some of the same 
things that I did,” Carrillo 
said.

Also known as Hache, 

Carrillo is a force within the 
English Department's Cre-
ative Writing Program.

“Of all the things my de-
partment accomplished dur-
ing my time as chair, having 
Hache Carrillo join our facul-
ty is among our best. He is an 
amazing writer, a generous 
colleague and an outstand-
ing teacher,” former chair of 
the English Department Jef-
frey Cohen said

Carrillo has been teach-
ing for 10 years and is known 
in the department for his em-
phasis on “close-reading,” 
and his phrase, “What does 
it do?”

“I’m more about reading 
on the level of the sentence. 
And I slow reading down 
to an incredible snail’s pace 
before I even begin to work-
shop each person’s work so 
they're able to read on the 
level of the sentence,” Car-
rillo said.

To show the importance 
of integrating one’s own 
voice to each piece of writ-
ing, Carrillo said he makes 
it a point to meet with every 
student twice per semester.

“Is there a mystique 
about people who are known 
by a single name?  Elvis? Be-
yonce? Madonna? We in the 

Creative Writing Program 
have our own single-name 
star. Hache is what we call 
him, students and colleagues 
alike,” Faye Moskowitz, 
chair of the Creative Writing 
Program, said. “Students are 
grateful for his rigorous cre-
ative writing courses and for 
the hours he devotes to each 
of them, personally. His fel-
low teachers praise his col-
legiality, his intellectual and 
literary accomplishments.”

Carrillo is now work-
ing on two projects that are 
a collection of stories about 
Cuban Americans and their 
journey leaving the island, 
which touches his Cuban 
roots.

In Carillo’s eyes, creative 
writing is an art which he 
said serves the purpose of 
enabling people to voice their 
opinions about the world.

“The artist’s job is to 
comment on the world and 
provide commentary for 
the world, and it’s a job. 
Comment on the world and 
culture around them, the 
place, the space where you 
are, that’s your job. But you 
know, if we all see it in the 
same way, what’s the point 
in asking, what’s the point in 
looking to art?” u

Geography professor 
Joe Dymond walks 
into the room wear-

ing brown corduroys, a 
horizontally striped sweat-
er and a watch on his left 
wrist. He quickly pulls 
down the projection screen, 
apologizes to the class for 
being four minutes late 
and immediately delves 
into a 100-slide lecture.

“That’s serious moun-
tains we’re talking about,” 
Dymond says, referring to 
the significant impact the 
Caucasus Mountains have 
on human geography.

Dymond walks around 
the room of roughly 75 stu-
dents, encouraging them to 
participate by telling them, 
“You guys are all budding 
geographers now.” 

This cherished pro-
fessor has been teaching 
geography since the mid 
1990s, and came to GW in 
the early 2000s.

“I have to teach. When 
I’m off, over the summer, 
I miss teaching,” Dymond 
said. “I need to be in the 
classroom environment, in 
the classroom environment 
with students interested in 
the world. I have to teach. 
I found that thing - I hope 

everybody does - that I re-
ally enjoy doing. Teaching 
is not work.”

Dymond said he is hy-
per, and walks around the 
room to keep himself and 
his students engaged.

“I can’t just lecture in a 
class; I need to interact with 
the students and I have to 
have interaction. I want to 
hear from students. And 
they ask good questions, a 
lot of smart students, and 
they want to know more,” 
Dymond said.

Aside from the almost-
perfect score Dymond re-
ceived on ratemyprofessors.
com, his current students 
are equally impressed.

“I heard about him 
because he came into my 
geography class last year 
and he was doing a special 
program over the summer, 
and I wasn’t able to get in 
that program. So, I decided 
to take this class and check 
him out. He’s an approach-
able professor, which is 
what I really like about 
him,” sophomore Marisa 
Ranieri said.

When not in the class-
room, Dymond travels and 
writes textbooks. He said 
the area he is most inter-

ested in is what he called 
geographic identity - how 
people compartmental-
ize themselves politically, 
religiously and ethnically, 
and how and why they see 
themselves in these vari-
ous groups.

Elizabeth Chacko, chair 
of the Geography Depart-
ment, said when her office 
was across from Dymond's, 
she would always see him 
with students.

“I would see students 
following him after class. 
I don’t think it was nec-
essarily office hours, and 
students would go into 
his office and talk to him 
and he was willing to give 
them the time and energy,” 
Chacko said. "I think stu-
dents look upon him not 
only as a professor, but as a 
mentor, someone they can 
talk to.”

For Dymond, teaching 
is a two-way street.

“I love interaction with 
students. I learn from them 
as they learn from me. I love 
students who travel, they 
come and visit me in my 
office hours and they bring 
flash drives of photos from 
their trip. I love that ex-
change,” Dymond said. u

I am so over you. We are break-
ing up. This has not been working 
for a while and we both know it. 
And you know what? I am going 
to say the thing you are not sup-
posed to say. It is you, not me.  You 
are clingy, stifling and straight-up 
boring. Yes, you may have a na-
tional holiday named after you, but 
I no longer find anything appeal-
ing about the card company sell-
outs, plush stuffed animals or tacky, 
heart-shaped candy boxes. We had 
some good times together – the cool 
Mulan-themed cards in the third 
grade, and that one year I bought 

a holiday-themed shirt. Sure, you 
made me laugh, but most of all, 
I just gained weight. Enough is 
enough. And for the record, I broke 
up with you first.

I hate Valentine’s Day. I am, in 
every aspect, a hardliner Valentine’s 
Day hater. I am the Grinch who stole 
Valentine’s Day. I am the Scroogiest 
Scrooge of Hearts there ever was. 
There is nothing appealing to me 
about the holiday that reminds me 
that most of my relationships fail, 
nor do I rejoice in the glorification of 
childhood obesity, this preposterous 
idea of baby Cupid. Am I really sup-
posed to believe a small obese child 
barely clothed with wings will find 
me love? Great. I’ll revoke my gym 

membership now.
My sheer detestation of the 

holiday is most definitely not un-
warranted. I can trace it straight 
back to Valentine’s Day in fifth 
grade. We were going around 
dropping our homemade cards 
into each other’s boxes when my 
super-cute crush, Connor, the fifth 
grader able to rock a rat tail, did 
not drop one of his Power Ranger 
cards into my box.

A short nine years later, I find as a 
college student, my feelings against 
the holiday have only grown more 
vehement. As students with measly 
bank accounts and a naïve sense of 
love, we are the greeting card com-
panies' target market for their sen-

timental schmutz. Valentine’s Day 
itself is an investment, funding that 
could be better spent, perhaps, on a 
new pair of shoes.

Even beyond the pricey affair, 
the idea of a day devoted to lovey 
dovey canoodling and whispering 
sweet nothings in one another’s ears 
completely nullifies the romantic 
tenets that should be in a relation-
ship the other 364 days of the year. 
Suppose we do find that special 
someone to spend the day with - no 
small feat in college - how do we set 
about making this one day, devoted 
to all shades of red and pink, as well 
as candy Necco hearts, more special 
than any other day in the relation-
ship? It’s as if we are saying to your 

significant other, “Sorry I never paid 
you the attention you deserve the 
rest of the year, but enjoy the dis-
counted box of chocolates!” I won-
der what baby Cupid would have to 
say to that.

This Valentine's Day you will 
find me far away from the ooey-
gooey love stuff. The only part I 
learned to enjoy about the holi-
day over the years is the copious 
amounts of delicious goodies avail-
able half-price at CVS, post-holi-
day. This year, take the holiday as 
an opportunity to relax with your 
friends and rejoice in your lack of 
commitment. But especially don’t 
forget to collect your candy cou-
pons after the holiday. u

by Ali PeTers  
Hatchet Columnist

Professors who make an impact

sounding the alarm: fire safety at GW
by Colleen shAlby   
Hatchet Reporter

Herman 
Carrillo
Creative writing 
as artful 
commentary

Students experience a vast array of teachers and 
professors over their learning careers. But there are always 
those precious few who stand out – the ones who made 

an impact not just for the facts and skills they helped 
us gain, but for the knowledge, life experiences and 

mentorship they offered. Here, we feature two professors – 
Joe Dymond from the geography department, and Herman 

Carrillo from the English Department.
 –stories by kirA brekke | Hatchet Staff Writer

subh ead head head

FrAnCis riverA | hATCheT PhoToGrAPher
Professor Herman Carrillo 
discusses writing with students. 
His goal is to make his students 
writing artists .

jordAn emonT  | hATCheT PhoToGrAPher
Professor Joe Dymond has a 
perfect score on ratemypro-
fessors.com. Dymond said he 
always needs to be teaching.

Joe 
Dymond

More than 
 geography - a 

teacher, a mentor

vikTors dindzAns | PhoTo ediTor 
Firefighters extinguish the April 2008 blaze that erupted in 
Schenley Hall after a second floor air conditioning unit caught fire. 

Breaking up with Valentine'sSLICE
of life



three windows in his frater-
nity’s townhouse were broken 
after a late-night snowball fight 
on the corner of 22nd and F 
streets Friday. The townhouse 
for Beta Theta Pi also reported 
a broken window. 

Students brave enough to 
venture outside had to be wary 
of trees cracking under a heavy 
cover of snow. An entrance into 
Kogan Plaza from 22nd Street, 
for example, was almost im-
passable after dozens of large 
branches fell across the path.

Perhaps the hardest job of 
the weekend was left to more 
than 100 members of the Facili-
ties crew, who worked almost 
nonstop since the storm began 
Friday to clear sidewalks and 
tree branches that fell due to 
the weight of the snow, said 
Alicia O’Neil, senior associate 

vice president of operations. 
O’Neil said this weekend’s 

blizzard posed different chal-
lenges for the facilities crew 
than the Dec. 19 storm — which 
dropped about 16 inches of 
snow on the District.

“The increased volume of 
snow with this storm has chal-
lenged work crews in finding 
places to deposit excess snow,” 
O’Neil said. “Additionally, the 
large amount of snow resulted 
in downed tree limbs which 
had to be removed as well, 
requiring additional man-
power.”

The University was aided 
by the city’s snow-removal 
forces, which District Depart-
ment of Transportation spokes-
man John Lisle said were in 
their “fifth 12-hour shift” on 
Sunday night. 

“At our peak, we had a 
total of 270 pieces of equip-
ment which included contract 
plows,” Lisle said. “I think 
we're doing well but we have 

more to do.”
Lisle noted that the city 

has already exceeded its snow-
removal budget but with 
more snow expected again 
by Wednesday, D.C. officials 
will not know by exactly how 
much until winter draws to a 
close.

Even with many dining 
options closed and transpor-
tation ground to a halt, stu-
dents told The Hatchet the 
snowstorm was worth it for 
the chance to see D.C. like no 
tourist could.

“D.C. was completely shut 
down thanks to all this snow,” 
freshman Brendan Pailet said. 
“We were able to walk down 
the center of roads without 
seeing any cars. It was like be-
ing in a winter-version of I Am 
Legend.”

–Amy D’Onofrio, Erica Obseri, 
Emily Cahn, Gabrielle Bluestone, 

Kara Dunford, Amanda Dick, 
Madeleine O’Connor, and Lauren 
French contributed to this report. 

weren’t that mature in know-
ing about my religion, which 
sometimes made me hesitate to 
tell them about it,” she said. “I 
still face challenges today but all 
this experience has taught me 
how to be able to integrate with-
out letting go of my faith and if 
anything, with all that I’ve been 
exposed to, my mind has been 
opened.”  

Growing older deepened 
Belguedj’s connection with her 
religion. She recently started 
praying five times a day - an 
Islamic mandate called Salah – 
because she feels it connects her 
more with Allah.  The University 
offers an Islamic prayer room in 
the Marvin Center, but Belguedj 
says she prefers to pray in the 
privacy of her room, because 
prayer is between “an individu-
al and a higher power.”  

The college social scene is 
not always conducive to the ten-
ants of Islam. Belguedj does not 
drink alcohol, but said she still 
goes out to clubs and bars with 
friends. Sometimes men try and 
buy her a drink, which Belguedj 
says leads to her having to share 
some her convictions with a 
near stranger.   

She says she is lucky to have 
a roommate in Philip Amster-
dam Hall who “respects Islam 
and doesn’t blast music or any-
thing like that during prayer 
times.”  

Belguedi keeps halal - Is-
lamic dietary laws – but chooses 
to not wear a hijab. She said she 
has Muslim friends who do 
wear the hijab and is impressed 

by their commitment.  
“I believe that the hijab is 

a personal choice. I don’t wear 
it, and that’s my personal deci-
sion,” she said. “I respect the 
women who do wear it, but it 
doesn’t make me less of a Mus-
lim that I don’t.”   

“A model for what my 
religion teaches”   

Julie DeMareo chose GW 
because she wanted a change 
from her tiny, all-Catholic high 
school.

“I thought GW would really 
challenge me, make me learn 
new things outside the class-
room and meet new people. 
Everyone I met during the tour 
was so interesting and seemed 
to be ambitious yet engaged in 
the community,” DeMareo said.   

As a house proctor, De-
Mareo says she tries to dem-
onstrate her Catholicism when 
interacting with residents. She is 
inspired by her faith but makes 
sure she never “pushes” her re-
ligion on others.   

“I’m not openly talking 
about my faith with my resi-
dents,” she said. “I’m not using 
my faith to show them the way 
but I’m using my values and ex-
periences to. I’m motivated by 
my faith to help them and I try 
to use my knowledge of Chris-
tian love to help my residents.”  

DeMareo believes that God 
is everywhere, which helps her 
focus during her busy college 
days – praying when she is late 
to class or before an exam.   

“I think that the most im-
portant thing for Catholics is 
the trinity, and it can be confus-
ing sometimes. But it essentially 
means that God is everywhere 

and is everything,” she said. “It’s 
something I have had to develop 
an understanding of. I have de-
veloped a personal relationship 
with God while learning how 
to be part of a community and a 
church at the same time.”  

On the road to 
Orthodoxy

Freshman Ravjot Bhasin ad-
justed to college life easily, even 
though he says the majority of 
students misunderstand his re-
ligion.

“The first time they see you 
they think ‘oh he’s a Muslim, he 
wears a turban,’ which is a really 
common misconception because 
99 percent of people that wear a 
turban in America are actually 
Sikh,” he said. “I have to explain 

that I’m a Sikh and I wear it be-
cause of my religion.” 

Bhasin said he is a more 
modern Sikh in his daily life but 
after college wants to become an 
Orthodox Sikh. For him, pray-
ing is “like a sense of bliss.”

“Before tests, when I can’t 
sleep or after a difficult day. I 
just pray and I feel better,” he 
said. “I’ve done these things my 
whole life and I still do them 
in college. It always works for 
me.”

At school, Bhasin has been 
able to find a community that 
always pushed him to stay true 
to his religious ideas. 

“Even though there is a lot 
more work to be done in college 
and it’s harder to keep up with 
religion, the strong Sikh com-
munity here always has your 
back and will always help you 
out. Someone is always ready 
to come to Nationals with me,” 
Bhasin said, referencing the Sikh 
Gurdawa temple in D.C.  

Sometimes, he said, he will 
go to class wearing only a ban-
dana instead of the full turban 
and his friends and roommates 
with shove him back to his 
room, reminding him of the tur-
ban’s importance.  

Bhasin said he misses be-
ing able to pray with his family, 
where there is a prayer room 
they dedicated to the Holy 
Scriptures and religion.

Attending Sikh Sunday 
school every week taught him 
a lot about the religion, but he 
said his grandmother, who he 
lived with growing up, was the 
one who helped him memorize 
the Holy Scriptures, a milestone 
for a Sikh youth.  

Sikhs like Bhasin believe in 
holy tenets called the five Ks. In 
English, they are – Kesh: which 
is uncut hair, kanga: which is a 
wooden comb kept in the hair 
under the turban, kara: an iron 
bracelet which serves as a re-
minder for Sikhs to follow the 
morals of not stealing, kachera: 

cotton briefs which stand for 
control over lust and kirpan: a 
small dagger to protect others. 

“I usually wear the bracelet, 
but I never put it on after secu-
rity check at the airport. I don’t 
think I’m going to wear all those 
items until I’m Orthodox. I don’t 
feel it's necessary yet,” Bhasin 
said.   

Wearing a turban is a val-
ued part of his religion, Bhasin 
said, but the cultural and social 
implications of his choice can be 
difficult.   

“Around 9/11 it got really 
hard. I remember my uncle was 
in the city and had to take his 
turban off in the car,” he said. 
“When we would go out people 
would yell vulgar things like 
‘Osama’s nephew’ at me.”  

Stages of acceptance 
Senior Ariel Scheer came to 

GW after attending a Jewish day 
school since 8th grade.

“Every Friday we would 
have a family dinner for Shab-
bat and on Saturday mornings 
I knew I wasn’t going to watch 
cartoons. Instead, we would all 
go to synagogue together,” she 
said, adding her religion had 
been part of her life since she 
was a child. “I remember going 
home from my first siddur play 
and singing little prayers to my 
parents.” 

For high school, Scheer 
transferred to a public school 
where she said she learned how 
to maintain her beliefs and prac-
tices in a secular atmosphere.

In 2006, Scheer spent a year 
in Israel and took part in a three-
month army training simulation.  

Israeli-born youths spend 
18-months to three years in the 
army. For foreign-born Jewish 
students, Israel offers simula-
tions of the army tour called 
Marva. The tour is run by the 
Israeli Defense Force and the 
students live the army lifestyle, 
getting up in the morning to a 

commander yelling at them to 
move faster, make their beds 
and spending the day training.  

Spending three months get-
ting yelled at in fatigues was 
enough for Scheer, but she did 
return to GW more aware of her 
faith.  After one trip she tried to 
abstain from touching men, like 
many Orthodox Jews do.  

“It’s so hard. You never real-
ize how much you touch even 
your guys friends, even things 
as simple as a high-five,” Scheer 
said. Back at GW, it was hard to 
explain to some of her friends 
her choice but still felt it was an 
important tenet of her discover-
ing her religious self. 

For Scheer, it was about 
modesty and preparing herself 
for the moment that she wit-
nessed when she was younger 
at Orthodox weddings. 

“You see, in Orthodox wed-
dings, the bride and groom 
touch each other for the first 
time, and it must be just electri-
fying,” she said.  

And while Scheer eventual-
ly gave up on that particular as-
pect of Tzniut – the Jewish belief 
in modesty – she went through 
stages of her Jewish develop-
ment. For a period of time, she 
wore only skirts past her knees 
and always covered her shoul-
ders.  

Now, Scheer still tries to 
live out the ideal of modesty, 
but often in jeans. She lives with 
another Jewish students who 
keeps kosher but says it’s hard 
to eat out at GW because of the 
prevalence of non-kosher meat 
at restaurants. She cooks a lot 
at home or eats vegetarian out 
and will attend Shabbat dinner 
at Hillel on Fridays, a service she 
looks forward to all week, as it is 
the only time she sees many of 
her Jewish friends.

Check back next Monday as The 
Hatchet looks into different places 
students go to worship and how the 
four students found a place to be  
religious at GW.
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Some of GW’s initiatives to 
become a more sustainable uni-
versity have been easy to see 
in recent years – the opening 
of the University’s first LEED-
certified residence hall, new re-
cycling bins and the creation of 
the Office of Sustainability. 

But even after the presiden-
tial task force on sustainabil-
ity noted in its final report that 
“GW’s greatest opportunity for 
impact lies in the classroom,”  
the University has not created a 
sustainability major or minor. 

Schools across the country, 
including Arizona State Uni-
versity, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Drew University, and Ithaca 

College, have adopted a sustain-
ability major or minor. For now, 
GW offers a “green” course list 
that undergraduate students 
can browse online. The classes 
can be used to fulfill general cur-
riculum or major requirements, 
or just to learn more about envi-
ronmental issues. 

GW’s closest equivalent to 
a sustainability program is in 
the Geography Department, 
which has an environmental 
studies major. Most of these 
courses within the major focus 
on subjects that relate to the en-
vironment, such as geography, 
biology and anthropology.

The environmental stud-
ies major is “interdisciplinary,” 
said Megan Chapple-Brown, 
director of the Office of Sustain-

ability. A potential sustainability 
major would also be interdisci-
plinary, since environmental is-
sues tend to show up in differ-
ent social science disciplines.  

Graduate students at GW 
who are working toward a mas-
ter’s in geography can special-
ize in urban sustainability and 
sustainable urban planning if 
they choose to do so, Chapple-
Brown said.

Professor David Rain, an 
academic adviser and assistant 
professor in the geography 
department, said that while 
sustainability is not currently 
a major at GW, there is a focus 
on it within the environmental 
studies program and in other 
programs as well.

“In the Trachtenberg School 

of Public Policy and Public Ad-
ministration, a graduate stu-
dent is able to get a master’s 
degree in environmental policy, 
which involves the issue of sus-
tainability,” he noted. 

Rain said it was obvious 
that sustainability is a “hot top-
ic” around GW.

“It’s important to take in-
ventory of students’ interest in 
a new major along with what 
courses, faculty and staff are 
available to implement it,” Rain 
said. “I think it is a big strength 
that the University is commit-
ted to urban environmental is-
sues and urban sustainability 
and that even if there’s no major 
or new label or cover put on a 
course, that won’t change in the 
future.” u

For Univ., sustainability is a mindset, not a major
by BeN weiNBerg
Hatchet Reporter

photo illustratioN By Zachary Krahmer | hatchet photographer

Even after a task force on sustainability found "GW’s greatest 
opportunity for impact lies in the classroom,” GW has not created a 
sustainability major or minor. 
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Religion StatS
george washington
Religion  Percent 
Roman Catholic  23.0
Jewish  15.6
Protestant  12.8
Other Christian  9.8
Hindu  3.3
Muslim  2.6
Eastern Orthodox  1.0
Buddhist  0.9
Other Religions  4.9
None  26.1
source: cirp survey of more thaN 1,000 

gw iNcomiNg freshmeN iN 2008 

Visit www.gwhatchet.com 
to see how proportions of 

religions at GW compare to 
proportions nationwide.



Jobs

Sales Assistant. Investment research firm seeks assistant 
to provide support to sales team. Schedule appointments, 
confirm meetings, prepare itineraries, folders, and travel 
and expense reports. Must have previous office experience, 
computer proficiency, and be available at least 15-20 hours 
per week. Availability to work through summer a plus. Salary 
$12/hour. Position available immediately. Fax resume: 202-
955-6475

Sitters Wanted. 
$12+ per hour. Register free 
for jobs near campus or home. 
www.student-sitters.com

services

Psychiatrist and Psychotherapist located at 2112 F street, 
N.W. for treatment of depression, anxiety, stress-related 
issues, relationship issues.  Office phone is (202) 457-8899.

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Tiddlywinks or

tag
5 Leftover cloth bit
10 Moon-landing

vehicles, for
short

14 The Bard of ___
(Shakespeare)

15 Michelangelo
masterpiece

16 “Peter Pan”
pirate

17 Reaction of a
sore loser

19 Boxer Oscar ___
Hoya

20 Bosom buddy
21 ___-hour traffic
23 Lung protector
24 Food from

heaven
25 Head honcho
27 Shelleyʼs “___ to

the West Wind”
28 Cartoonish baby

cry
30 Gives in (to)
31 Scotch and ___
33 Rioterʼs haul
36 Triumphant cries

37 Be productive …
or what the
answers at 17-,
25-, 53- and 63-
Across do?

40 Hate
43 Highlands

denials
44 Sounds of

amazement
48 Country musicʼs

Tritt
50 Mattress

problem
52 “Just kidding!”
53 They protect car

buyers
56 City NW of

Orlando
58 Reactions to

adorable babies
59 Accessory that

might say “Miss
Universe”

60 “The ___ Bunch”
of 1970s TV

61 AARP part: Abbr.
63 Select the best

and leave the
rest

66 Earl ___ tea
67 Seoulʼs home

68 Melville work set
in Tahiti

69 Brontëʼs Jane
70 Boiling indication
71 Puts in stitches

Down
1 Windbagʼs

output
2 Guacamole

need
3 Lamented the

loss of
4 Energy company

that filed for
bankruptcy in
2001

5 Energetic for
oneʼs age

6 Org. in “The
Bourne Identity”

7 Copy, for short
8 Enjoyed

immensely
9 Elapse
10 ʼ60s

hallucinogen
11 Valuable green

stone
12 Bill & ___ Gates

Foundation
13 “Chilean” fish
18 Munch on like a

mouse
22 Jean-Bertrand

Aristideʼs country
24 May and June:

Abbr.
25 Locust tree

feature
26 “Thatʼs swell!”
29 Lobster ___

Newburg
32 From the

beginning, in
Latin

34 Arthur Millerʼs
“Death ___
Salesman”

35 Lock of hair
38 Brockovich and

Moran
39 Itʼs between

Can. and Mex.
40 On the loose
41 Anheuser-Busch,

for one
42 Pet with cheek

pouches

45 Words after stop
or turn

46 “My heavens!”
47 RR stop
49 Pants that are

dressier than
jeans

51 Graphically
violent

54 ___ in the dark

55 Question of
location

57 Mafia bosses
60 Stoker who

created Dracula
62 It may have

made a blonde
blonde

64 Stephen of “The
Crying Game”

65 Bout enders,
briefly
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Across
1 Part of a horse

between the
shoulder blades

8 Xanax maker
14 Quaint game

with a giver and
a striker

15 Valerie of “The
Electric
Horseman”

16 Like broken
things

17 Pros at
projecting

18 Ready to be
fired

19 Pot cover
21 Basketball Hall-

of-Famer
Holman

22 Resistance
leader in Woody
Allen’s “Sleeper”

23 Eldest of a trio of
comic brothers
in 1930s-’40s
films

24 Neil Sedaka’s
“___ Ape”

25 Williamson who
played Hamlet
and Macbeth on
Broadway

27 Its chapel was
designed by
Eero Saarinen,
briefly

28 Processing time
unit: Abbr.

29 Foul territory?
30 Pas de deux

part
33 Dostoyevsky’s

exile city
34 Coarse, as

stucco
36 Plantation

creation
39 Dieter’s concern
40 Org. whose

emblem features
an eagle and a
crown

43 She’s a
paradigm of
patience

44 Notable head-
turner

45 Bouillabaisse
go-with

47 I

48 Like some love
51 Time of Obama’s

swearing-in
52 First Across

word in the
world’s first
crossword

53 Einstein, notably
54 Elk’s enemy
55 His opening

statement is
famous

57 Uniform
adornment

59 New Testament
miracle recipient

60 Great Dark Spot
locale

61 Blackmailer’s
words

62 Record
producers

Down
1 Some winter

wear
2 Sure to be

grounded, say
3 Matter of lease

concern?
4 Bring bad luck to
5 Coin depicting

Louis XVI
6 One with a

dreaded style?
7 Play set entirely

in a beauty
parlor

8 Choate ran with
him in 1996

9 Half of a
recurring
“Saturday Night
Live” duo

10 N.Y.C.
transportation
debut of 1904

11 Movement
Herman Wouk
called “a single
long action of
lifesaving”

12 Sets off

13 Do a store chore
15 City hall, often
20 Clown’s over-

the-top topper
26 Mekong River

native
28 Zinger
31 Police blotter

abbr.
32 One of Iowa’s

state symbols

34 & 35 Mocha is
on it

36 Mix on the range
37 Far from

Rubenesque
38 Put on a

pedestal
40 Abductor of the

Sabine women
41 Sustaining stuff
42 Obsesses

46 Ascribe

48 Psychotherapy
topics

49 Suffuse

50 New Testament
miracle recipient

56 Credit card
statement abbr.

58 Credit card
statement abbr.
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GW men’s basketball head 
coach Karl Hobbs has a motto: 
40 hard. The phrase, which ex-
presses a commitment to play-
ing hard for all of a game’s 40 
minutes, has been printed on 
team T-shirts and posted in his 
online bio.

Hobbs has been quick to 
point out that he has continu-
ally gotten 40 minutes of effort 
from the Colonials this season, 
but there has still been a prob-
lem with getting 40 minutes of 
execution.

Since conference play began 
a month ago, there has been 
a blown double-digit lead at 
home, a first-half lull that put 
GW down 16 away from home, 
and last-minute lapses in close 
road defeats.

And then there was Satur-
day’s loss to Duquesne, less 
dramatic and spectacular than 
the other string of setbacks, but 
familiar nonetheless: a back-
and-forth game that saw the 
teams trade momentum only for 
GW to slack at critical junctures 
and fall behind for an eventual 
70-63 defeat.

“We’re playing 32, 34 min-
utes of good, quality basketball,” 
Hobbs said after Saturday’s 
game. “And we have six min-
utes of basketball where we’re 
starting to do some strange 
things out there.”

GW (12-10, 2-7 Atlantic 10) 
struggled with both shooting 
and taking care of the ball, mak-
ing only 34 percent of their field 
goal attempts and committing 
17 turnovers. Six of the 11 play-
ers to take the floor had at least 
two.

The Colonials and Dukes re-
mained within five points of one 
another for most of the game, but 
Duquesne was able to outscore 
GW 18-7 over an eight-minute 
stretch in the second half that 
turned a four-point deficit into 
its largest lead of the game.

The run began after fresh-
man Bryan Bynes hit a three to 
give the Colonials their largest 
lead since the game’s opening 
minute.

“Every chance we had to 

control the game,” Hobbs ex-
plained, “either we turned it 
over – we steal it, we give it right 
back – or we come down, we got 
a chance to turn the game over, 
and somebody’s taking a bad or 
quick shot.”

The Dukes’ victory was fu-
eled by versatile forward Da-
mian Saunders, a 6-foot-7 junior 
who set a new career high with 
27 points and led all players 
with 16 rebounds.

“Going into the game, our 
whole game plan with him was 
we didn’t care how many shots 
[Saunders] took, didn’t care 
how many he made, we just 
didn’t want him to get offensive 
rebounds,” Hobbs said. “And 
he got nine and that was the dif-
ference in the game.”

Also key to the outcome was 
Duquesne’s ability to score easy 
baskets in transition, converting 
a number of steals and defen-
sive rebounds into dunks and 
layups. The Dukes shot just 3 
for 17 on three-point shots in the 
game and made only 15 of their 
29 free throws, but outscored 
GW 13-0 on fast breaks in the 
first half and scored a total of 40 
points in the paint.

“In the second half, I don’t 
recall them making a single 
jump shot,” Hobbs said. “Now, 
I have to go watch the tape. I’m 
pretty sure somebody had to 
make a jump shot somewhere. I 
just don’t remember them mak-
ing a jump shot at all.”

Perhaps just as important 
was the Colonials’ inability to 
find the same source of easy of-
fense. Freshmen Lasan Kromah 
and Dwayne Smith led the team 
with 15 and 14 points, respec-
tively, and each grabbed 10 re-
bounds, but GW did not seem to 
have a steady source of offense 
for much of the game, scoring 
an uncharacteristically low four 
points on fast breaks.

“For us, we have to be able to 
generate points in transition and 
we had some opportunities and 
we turned it over a few times,” 
Hobbs said. “We don’t really 
wanna get into a half-court sort 
of a game. We’re just not at that 
point, skilled enough.”

A season that began with 
winning streaks of four and 

three games in nonconference 
play has now seen two los-
ing streaks of the same lengths 
within the A-10. Though six of 
the seven losses have been close 
games, Hobbs said that there is 
concern about his players feel-
ing reassured that their efforts 
will eventually pay off in the 
standings.

“The thing for me is going 
through the growing pains with 
these guys and that’s the frus-
tration,” Hobbs said. “In college 
basketball, no one wants to be 
patient, unfortunately, but that’s 

just the nature of the beast.”
Kromah, for his part, seemed 

to have put the rough patch in 
perspective and begun looking 
forward.

“We just need to get back 
into practice and play the type 
of GW basketball that we play,” 
he said. “Keep up our hard 
work in practice and it’s gonna 
come.”

GW will be out of action for 
a week before traveling to the 
Bronx to play Fordham Satur-
day. Tip-off is scheduled for 1 
p.m. u

With snowfall shutting down most 
of the District over the weekend, the GW 
men’s basketball game against Duquesne 
Saturday afternoon became one of the 
few outlets for GW students and Wash-
ingtonians suffering from cabin fever.

In order to combat the weather, the 
GW Department of Athletics announced 
in a message to season ticket holders 
Friday that the game would, in fact, be 
played and that there would be free hot 
chocolate and cookies for all in atten-
dance. In addition to the free comfort 
foods, all winter apparel was discounted 
25 percent at the game, and fans unable 
to make it to Foggy Bottom were able to 
watch a live video feed of the contest for 

free online at GWsports.com.
For the fans who did make the trek 

to the game from beyond campus, the 
blizzard made the journey to the Smith 
Center more difficult than normal.

“It was really whether it was going 
to be safe to get here or not, and whether 
we’d be able to make it or not,” said AD 
Club member Peter Weissman, a 1996 
GW Law School alumnus who lives in 
Northwest D.C. “It took us twice as long 
as we expected.”

In the face of a predicted record-
breaking snowstorm, Saturday’s game 
was relatively well-attended with an 
official crowd of 1,507. The Smith Cen-
ter ’s student section was mostly full for 
the Colonials’ 70-63 loss, though many 
of the arena’s other seating areas were 
sparsely populated.

Duquesne was not immune to the 
weather, either. The Dukes, who arrived 
in the District from Pittsburgh before 
the brunt of the storm, scrambled to find 
pre-game transportation after learning 
their bus would not be able to navigate 
the six mostly unplowed blocks between 
the team hotel and the Smith Center.

Instead, the Dukes traveled to the 
Smith Center via a cab company that 
dispatched four-wheel drive Cadil-
lac Escalades to transport the team. 
Duquesne head coach Ron Everhart said 
after the game that although the weather 
had complicated his team’s game-day 
routine, he was more than happy to 
deal with the snow if it meant his team 
would play as well as it did Saturday af-
ternoon.

Asked about his pre-game prepara-
tions, Evehart said, “We didn’t have any. 
That was an adventure, but we did get 
here, and we didn’t have much game-
day prep... Maybe I gotta rethink all the 
game-day prep that we do now, because 
we played as well as we have all year, I 
think, in light of that.”

GW head coach Karl Hobbs said that 
while his team’s pre-game routine was 
largely unaffected by the snowstorm, he 
was disappointed that his team could 
not deliver a victory for the students 
who slogged through the snow to see 
the Colonials in action.

“The disappointment for me was to 
see so many students come out and sup-
port this basketball team and for us to 
not come up with a win for them,” Hobbs 
said. “It’s more frustrating for me in that 
regard, that so many students came out 
and we just couldn’t find a way to re-
ward them. That’s just as disappointing 
for me as anything.”

Even with most of the student sec-
tion filled despite the winter weather, 
not everyone was as impressed with the 
student section as Hobbs.

“I thought there’d be more students 
here,” Wiessman, the AD Club member, 
said. “I don’t know what the students 
are doing if they’re not here. But I won-
der that at many of the games.” u

Sports Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Number cruNch
The number of 
points in the paint 
the men's basket-
ball team allowed 
in its 70-63 loss to 
Duquesne Saturday. 

The Dukes outscored GW 40-28 in 
the category and also 19-4 on fast 
breaks.

40
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“We’re playing 32, 34 minutes of 

good, quality basketball. And we 

have six minutes of basketball 

where we’re starting to do some 

strange things out there.” 
Men's basketball head coach Karl 

Hobbs after his team's 70-63 loss at 
Duquesne

Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

mIcheLLe rattINGer | assIstaNt photo eDItor 
Freshman Dwayne Smith battles two Duquesne defenders in Saturday's 70-63 
loss. Smith had 14 points and freshman Lasan Kromah (left) scored 15.

Lapses lead to loss for men's basketball
by DaN GreeNe  
Sports Editor

Fans brave weather for basketball, free cookies
by LouIs NeLsoN  
Contributing Editor

mIcheLLe  rattINGer | assIstaNt photo eDItor 
Many students attended the men's basketball game Saturday despite the ongoing blizzard, receiving 
free cookies and hot chocolate at the game. Fans unable to attend could watch online for free.

Winter WeatHer 
causes flurry of 
cancellations

Although both the men’s 
and women’s basketball teams 
played their games as scheduled 
on Saturday, the wintery weath-
er wreaked havoc on most of 
GW’s athletic schedule over the 
weekend. 

The GW men’s tennis team 
was forced to postpone all of 
its action for what would have 
been a busy weekend. The 
team’s matches Friday at Tem-
ple, Saturday at the University 
of Pennsylvania and Sunday at 
William & Mary were all post-
poned because of snow. 

No make-up dates for any of 
the contests have been sched-
uled as of yet.

The women’s tennis team 
also had to postpone matches 
because of weather. The Co-
lonials’ matches Saturday and 
Sunday against Pennsylvania and 
the University of Maryland were 
both pushed back due to the 
snow storm that delivered re-
cord snowfall to the area. 

The team’s match against 
Pennsylvania has been resched-
uled for Friday Feb. 26 at 3 p.m. 
No make-up date has been set 
for the Maryland match.

The women's gymnastics 
team was scheduled to partici-
pate in a meet at North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh, N.C. 
on Friday, but had to withdraw 
after being unable to travel to 
the event. The meet went on 
without GW.

The gymnastics team is 
scheduled to host North Caro-
lina State Sunday at 1 p.m. at the 
Smith Center, while the women's 
tennis team will host George 
Mason Friday at Montclair Com-
munity College in Woodbridge, 
Va.

Men's tennis will travel to 
Monroeville, Pa. Friday to play 
Duquesne.

Women's Water 
polo opens season 
tHis WeeKend

The GW women's water polo 
team will begin its 2010 season 
this weekend with three games 
in two days at the Bucknell Invi-
tational in Lewisburg, Pa.

The Colonials will play Vil-
lanova Friday at 7:15 p.m. and 
then have games against Wagner 
and Sienna Saturday afternoon.

GW's first home game will be 
March 11 against Bucknell.

Despite the inclement weath-
er this weekend, the GW wom-
en’s basketball team traveled to 
Pittsburgh to take on Duquesne. 
Unfortunately for the Colonials, 
they were unable to come back 
to the snow-covered District 
with another win on their resu-
mé, falling to the second-place 
Dukes 66-64.

GW (5-17, 2-7 Atlantic 10) 
stayed in the game with three-

pointers, shooting a season-best 
9-for-17. None of those shots 
were bigger than the ones red-
shirt freshman Brooke Wilson 
and freshman Megan Nope hit 
toward the end of the game. 

After Duquesne took a six-
point lead with just over two 
minutes left, Wilson cut the 
Colonials’ deficit in half with a 
three. About a minute later, Nipe 
hit her own three, her fourth of 
the game, to tie the game with 49 
seconds remaining.

On the Dukes’ next pos-
session, Vanessa Abel got to 
the free-throw line and hit two 
shots, which proved to be the 
game-winning points. Nipe 
missed a jump shot on the other 
end and sophomore Tiana My-
ers couldn’t convert a last sec-
ond put-back, giving GW its 
third straight loss.

Sophomore center Sara 
Mostafa led the Colonials with 
17 points and finished sec-
ond on the team with six re-

bounds. Nipe and Myers were 
next in scoring with 16 and 15 
points, respectively, and each 
played all but four minutes of 
the game. Wilson played all 
40 minutes and finished with 
eight points and a game-high 
12 rebounds.

After playing the A-10’s top 
two teams in its last two games, 
the Colonials will host seventh-
place Richmond at the Smith 
Center Wednesday. Tip-off is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. u

Women's basketball edged late by Duquesne

upcomING home Games
WomeN's basketbaLL
vs. richmond
Smith Center
Wednesday, 7 p.m.

by NeIL sharma  
Hatchet Staff Writer
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