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Board approves 3
percent tuition hike

FloweringFans

by lauren french
Assistant News Editor

michelle rattinger | assistant photo editor

Students perform a traditional fan dance in celebration of the Chinese New Year at an event hosted by the Chinese
American Student Association in the Marvin Center Saturday night. The Chinese New Year fell on Sunday, Feb. 14.

The Board of Trustees approved a 3 percent tuition increase
at its meeting Friday, alongside a
$10 million boost to financial aid
funding.
Tuition for enrolled students
does not change under GW’s fixed
tuition program, so the new pricing
of $42,860 applies to the incoming
class of 2014 and transfer students.
The change marks the third year
in a row that tuition will increase
by 3 percent. The average tuition
increase for private universities in
2009 was 4.3 percent – the lowest
increase in decades – according to
the Chronicle of Higher Education.
“We recognize this is a national
issue,” University President Steven
Knapp said after the meeting, referring to college affordability. “But
we have to take a role in our institution to address it.”
Nearly 60 universities surpassed the $50,000 benchmark for
total cost last year, according to the
Chronicle of Higher Education. In

recent years, GW has been ranked
as the most expensive school in the
nation, but is now listed in fifth
place, according to the Chronicle.
Sarah Lawrence College now
tops the Chronicle’s list as the
most expensive school, followed
by Landmark College, Georgetown
and New York University in the
second, third and fourth spots, respectively.
This year’s boost to financial
aid was lower than last year’s –
when the board voted to add $13
million to aid funding – but Knapp
said the University may put additional money toward that cause
as needed. The University plans
to admit a smaller freshman class
than last year, which accounts for
the lower funding level dedicated
at the board meeting, Knapp said.
The total amount of institutional
aid for next year will be around
$143 million, after the $10 million
boost.
More than 60 percent of the GW
undergraduate population receives

See TUITION: Page 6

Admissions gaffe
Six professors accept SEAS buyout
confuses applicants
by Lauren French
Assistant News Editor

The second e-mail sent to students said: “This afternoon, you
received an email from me titled
“Important GW Information.” Unfortunately, this email was sent to
you in error. We are truly sorry for
this confusion regarding your application to GW.” The e-mail also
directed the applicants to check
their status online.
Senior Vice President for Student and Academic Services Robert
Chernak said the mistake happened
in part because of the snowfall in
the District last week, which caused
acceptance packets to be delayed.
“In the normal procedure, after the early decision is made we
send an e-mail out and then we
follow up with an official package
of acceptance. In this situation, the
snow really slowed up the delivery of the acceptance packets,”
Chernak said. “So Kathy [Napper]
felt that it would be a good idea to
send an e-mail to those people who
were accepted, that was the theory,
for Early Decision II. As those instructions went down the chain of
command in the admissions office

by Matt rist
Senior Staff Writer
GW to mistakenly sent an email letter of acceptance to a number of Early Decision II applicants
last Wednesday – after the students
had already received a letter of rejection – a top University official
said last week.
Executive Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Kathy Napper said
Wednesday the mistake affected a
“very small number” of applicants.
University spokeswoman Michelle
Sherrard said Monday evening
that the e-mail – sent to some Early
Decision II applicants – was sent to
“less than 200 applicants.”
Sherrard said the admissions
office did not currently have the
exact number of mistakenly sent emails, and said the “less than 200”
figure was Napper’s “best estimate
at this point.”
“A very small number of Early
Decision 2 applicants received the
email in error,” Napper said in an
e-mail Wednesday. “We realized
the computer glitch soon after it
was sent and have already sent an
apology email to those students.”

Six faculty members in the School
of Engineering and Applied Science
have accepted the University’s buyout packages, and the University’s top
academic officer said last week employees in other schools and departments might face a similar option in
the future.
The SEAS buyout packages,
which were offered by administrators
to free up resources for more research-

focused faculty, were offered in October, and professors had to accept the
package by Jan. 29. Thirty-three professors declined, Executive Vice President Donald Lehman said.
Lehman declined to give the
names of the six departing faculty
members, but said he is satisfied with
the number of professors who took
the buyout.
“It is certainly satisfactory. Six
out of 39 is, depending on how you
want to say it, somewhere between
one-sixth and one-seventh of the total

number that were eligible,” he said.
“That is not bad at all, that’s good.”
He added that if the economy
were better, he thinks more professors
would have accepted the buyout.
“If it had been a normal economic
time I would have expected about 10,
cause 10 is about 25 percent,” Lehman
said. “But I am sure, quite sure, that
because of the economic situations,
because no one knows what is going
to happen, less people took advantage

See BUYOUT: Page 6
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Univ. reports slight
endowment recovery
by Emily Cahn
Campus News Editor

Recent endowment activity

See ENDOWMENT: Page 6
Men's
basketball
wins big
Colonials blow
out Fordham
to snap threegame losing
streak.
• Page 10

SPORTS

Places of worship vary for religious students

10%

increase

by Saira Thadani
Hatchet Staff Writer

Dollar amount, in billions

The University’s endowment is
continuing to recover from an 18 percent drop from 2008 to 2009, growing
slightly more than 10 percent since
the end of the fiscal year, a University
official said this week.
As of Dec. 31, GW's endowment
stands at $1.064 billion, up from $1.008
billion on June 30, 2009, Chief Investment Officer Don Lindsey said. The
total is still down from the endowment's peak of $1.256 billion in 2008.
About 5 percent – approximately
$50 million – of the endowment was
withdrawn at the beginning of the fiscal year for operating costs, and the 10
percent increase is measured from the
endowment’s level after these operating costs were removed. In October,
The Hatchet reported that the endowment stood at $1.054 billion.
“We are very pleased about
where the portfolio is positioned,”
Lindsey said. “Over the next three to
five years we are going to have solid
if not strong growth.”
Schools that the University uses

Michelle Rattinger | assistant photo editor

Junior Habiba Belguedj, who practices Islam, prepares to pray in her room. Belguedj chooses to pray her five daily prayers in
the privacy of her room instead of a prayer room available to students in the Marvin Center.

This is the second article in a series
about religion at GW, as seen through the
eyes of the religious. The series follows
four students of four different faiths in
an effort to look into their life on campus
and how religion plays a role in their GW
experience.
Last week, the four students discussed their beliefs and their religious developments at home and GW. This week,
the four students will discuss the act of
worshipping while in college.

June 30,
2009

July 1,
2009*

Dec. 31,
2009

SOURCE: chief investment officer don lindsey

* Decrease from June 30, 2009 due to 5 percent withdrawl
for operating costs at the beginning of the year.

No matter the religion one practices, there is always a special location
– a temple, a church, a synagogue –
that serves as a place for worship. In
many ways, these settings are a symbol of the beliefs they embody.
For the four students The Hatch-
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et spoke with, though, attendance at
such a place is not a prerequisite for
worship. While prayer is a constant,
each student had a different way of
honoring their beliefs – with some
preferring to pray alone and in private, while others enjoy worshipping
with a group of believers.

A private celebration
“I feel that religion has to come
from within. It is a personal topic to
even discuss. It is between you and
the higher power,” junior Habiba Belguedj said.
While some Muslims at GW worship at the prayer room in the Marvin Center, Belguedj chooses to say
the five daily Islamic prayers – called
Fajr, Dhuhr, 'Asr, Maghrib and 'Isha in the privacy of her bedroom.
“I find prayer to be a personal

NEWS

commitment. I am much more comfortable doing it alone. In my opinion, religion is just between God and
me,” she said. “I don’t want anyone
to watch me. No one else should have
a presence during my prayer.”
Before praying, Belguedj cleanses
herself by washing her face, feet and
arms. In Islam, this mandatory ritual
is called Wudu.
“The hardest thing about praying in the United States is not having
the mosque telling you when to pray.
You have to set your own rhythm and
follow your own time. After a while
it just became part of my schedule,”
Belguedj said.

Prayer through an iPod
The closest temple for freshman

See RELIGION: Page 8
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In Brief
Knapp creates council to
expand GW’s diversity

University President Steven Knapp announced the creation of a President’s Council
on Diversity and Inclusion at the University’s
Board of Trustees’ meeting last Friday, in an
effort to expand GW’s attractiveness to potential students and employees of diverse backgrounds.
Knapp also announced the creation of a
senior administrator position, the associate
provost for diversity and inclusion, whose job
will include leading the University on issues
like access to education and employment for
individuals from varied backgrounds. Knapp
said the University has to reach out to people
of different backgrounds to be successful in the
next 50 years.
“The way demographics in the United
States are developing right now, if you’re
not reaching out to all parts of America then
you’re really not going to have the kind of students, the kind of experiences and the kind of
talents you need to be a successful institution,”
Knapp said.
The associate provost will be located in the
Office of Academic Affairs, Knapp said, and
will work closely with the newly appointed
Chief Human Resources Officer Louis Lemieux.
“While we are building the external visibility of the University, and [with] all the work
we are doing to raise our stature and have a
more selective recruitment of students, we
have to keep working on building the community,” Knapp said.
Kyle Boyer, former executive vice president
of the Student Association, said he supports
the idea of a council focused on diversity.
“I think today, it’s very important that any
institution displays a certain level of cultural
competency,” Boyer said. “The best institutions are diverse institutions with multiple
backgrounds, geographical locations and different mindsets.”
According to data from the University’s
Office of Institutional Research, of the 25,061
students enrolled at GW, only about 6,000 reported being a race other than caucasian for
the 2009-2010 year. In 2006, that number was
about 5,000.
“We have an increasingly diverse student
body, and that is terrific, but we have to match
that with diversity in our faculty so the people
have the sense that this is really an environment that supports the diversity of the student
body,” Knapp said.
GW is not alone with its effort to reach
out to more racial, ethnic and cultural backgrounds. Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Boston
University have created similar positions or
councils in the last decade.

–Lauren Hoenemeyer and Lauren French

Jordan Emont | Hatchet photographer

District residents enjoy sledding on Capitol lawn Monday afternoon. Normally a restricted area, Sen. Chris Dodd, D-Conn., helped petition to allow
sledders access to the area from last Friday to Monday.
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Wednesday

Listen to Neil Lazarus
discuss Israel’s
portrayal in the
media.

Seminar on Entrepreneurship:
Intellectual Property

Wacky Wednesday:
Revolution Green

Learn how to get a new idea off the
ground and the needed capital to
start a new business.

Discuss green living and learn
about sustainable service
projects at GW.

Funger Hall room 103 |6 to 8:30 p.m.

Ames Pub | 9 p.m.

Israel and the Media

Hillel | 7 p.m.

Multimedia
video

“Good Night and Good Luck”
Watch Edward Murrow’s biopic “Good
Night and Good Luck” and join in on a
conversation with news icons Marvin
Kalb and Robert Vitarelli.
Jack Morton Auditorium | 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.
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GW celebrates the Chinese New Year
Check out the festivities put on by ChineseAmerican students in the Marvin Center.

Web extra

Grad student becomes published author
Tariq Al Haydar wrote a novel about race
relations in Saudi Arabia.

audio slideshow

Religion at GW, Part II
Learn about the places where
students practice their faith.
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Student group embraces conservatism, controversy
Campus activism
is a main focus
for GW's YAF

by Husna Kazmir
Hatchet Staff Writer
Waking up at 6:30 a.m. on
a January morning in 30 degree
weather is not Florida native
Carlos Vazquez’s idea of a good
time.
But as he and fellow members of GW’s Young America’s
Foundation hammered 1,300
white crosses into the ground
in University Yard to symbolize
aborted pregnancies for their
“Cemetery of Innocents” event,
Vazquez ignored the cold in the
name of YAF’s anti-abortion
cause.
This kind of conservative
activism on campus is growing
nationwide, according to a New
York Times report – and much
of it sprouted its roots on college campuses like GW’s during the later part of the George
W. Bush administration.
GW’s chapter of YAF in
particular has been known for
its outspoken brand of advocacy, which has included opposing the Michelle Obama Community Service Challenge and
its Islamo-Fascism Awareness
Week. In 2007, the event gained
exposure after liberal students
mocked YAF’s plans by creating anti-Muslim posters. YAF
has also brought to campus

“You can’t be a
member of YAF if you
don’t like walking into
a room where people
look at you in scorn. I
wouldn’t say it’s
difficult, but it’s
frustrating at times.
Our message falls on
deaf ears, but it makes
it more fun, also.”
Giovanni Tomasi
Treasurer

controversial figures like David
Horowitz and Ann Coulter.
While some on campus
might describe YAF’s activism
as inflammatory, YAF President
Travis Korson said his organization – which has an e-mail list
of roughly 500 students, he said
– holds events and protests intended to introduce the campus
to opposing viewpoints he feels
should be acknowledged.
The Jan. 29 “Cemetery of
Innocents” event, Korson said,
drew mixed reactions from GW
students walking by during
the day. Students with similar
pro-life views thanked the YAF
members, but others voiced
discomfort, disagreement and
irritation at the display.
“There were definitely a
lot of people who came up and
were irritated by our viewpoint,” Korson said. “But being in YAF, you need to have
a thick skin. We do hold viewpoints that a strong core group
of students on campus disagree
with. The most important thing
is that we have our viewpoints,
and we’re not going to be
pushy or obnoxious, but we’re
unapologetic.”
Sophomore and YAF member Giovanni Tomasi said he is
not uncomfortable being part
of an organization that receives
heat from many on campus,
saying that it is something
right-leaning students should
be prepared to endure.
“You can’t be a member
of YAF if you don’t like walking into a room where people
look at you in scorn,” he said.
“I wouldn’t say it’s difficult,
but it’s frustrating at times. Our
message falls on deaf ears, but it
makes it more fun, also.”
Tomasi, YAF’s treasurer, got
involved in YAF during his Colonial Inauguration, as he felt
the group had more of an activist stance.
“I was drawn in by the fact
that YAF is an organization
that’s more devoted to the conservative ideology, as opposed
to the College Republicans or
a similar group, which is more
about politicking and campaigning and all that,” Tomasi
said. “I like the fact that we’re
more promoting the message
of conservatism as opposed to
whichever candidate might run
for something.”
Though he is also a duespaying member of the CRs,
Tomasi said he is more involved in YAF due to its overall
commitment to the conserva-

CHris gregory and Marie Mcgrory | Hatchet Photographers and Hatchet file photo

Top left: Young America's Foundation members protest Thomas Friedman's speech at Lisner Auditorium. Right: students place crosses in
University Yard to symbolize aborted pregnancies. Bottom left: Tom Tancredo speaks at an Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week event.
tive cause.
“I feel like the [CRs] e-board
is more there to coordinate water balloon fights with the CDs
than to actually do things on
campus to make a statement,”
he said. “I heard about IslamoFascism Awareness Week and
that brings quite a statement.
YAF isn’t afraid to take a stance
on something.”
CR Chairman Brandon
Hines disagreed with the contention that the CRs are not
as actively engaged, but emphasized that the difference
between the groups is related
more to differences in conservatism and adhering to the Republican party line.
“We have activist events all
year long, and speakers. I think
if anybody’s looking to actively
get engaged and make a change,
the Republican Party has a seat
at the table,” Hines said. “YAF
does great work, and we like
to work with them on a caseby-case basis, but the College
Republicans really try to give
our members opportunities to
engage in activist events, to engage with speakers, campaign

opportunities and internships.”
Vazquez, the freshman
representative of YAF, noted
that in his case, there is nothing
but peaceful harmony with the
CRs.
“My roommate is the freshman rep of College Republicans,” he said. “So, we definitely have the most conservative
room in Thurston.”
Students interviewed said
that while they may disagree
with the content of YAF’s conservative programming, every
student and group is entitled to
their opinions.
“It sounds a little intense,”
said sophomore Rachel Stein,
discussing YAF’s annual Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week.
“I don’t know if I would go to
any of those events. But it definitely gets attention.”
Freshman Sean Peerenboom said he sees no problems
with YAF’s methods of spreading their beliefs, though he
noted that certain terminology
could be construed as offensive.
“I don’t have any problems with them protesting but

I don’t necessarily agree with
their ideology,” Peerenboom
said. “With terms like ‘IslamoFascism,’ it could potentially
get controversial, though.”
Sophomore Isabella Bulkeley, who said she walked
through U-Yard during the
"Cemetery of Innocents" event,
did take umbrage with YAF’s
methodology, arguing that if
they really wanted to get their
point across, they could do so in
less incendiary ways.
“I saw the crosses, and at
first I thought it was for veterans,” said Bulkeley, “Then I saw
the signs talking about abortions,
and I got a little irritated and just
walked away. I think they were
trying to be confrontational and
surprising. Everyone knows
that [abortion] is a problem, but
they’re not talking about the real
problem, which is how do we
lower the amount of abortions,
and they’re just going for shock
value with their statistics.”
Bulkeley said that if YAF
aired their views in a less controversial way, other left-leaning students might be more
willing to listen.

“I think it detracts from
what they’re saying, because I
don’t think that’s an educated
way to go about it. They should
have a more eloquent response
to what they think the problem
is, how it should be solved, and
then I would be more willing to
listen,” she said. “They should
go about it in a more organized,
academic way, but if they’re
trying to scare me and make
me feel guilty, then yeah, I think
that’s offensive.”
Jason Mattera, a national
spokesman for YAF, said that,
ultimately, GW’s conservatives
should be applauded for continuing to air their viewpoints,
despite being heavily outnumbered.
“GW brings an endless
parade of liberal speakers, but
the school fails to host noted
conservatives,” Mattera said
in an e-mail. “Left-wing curricula and faculty are aplenty,
but conservatives? Well, they
have about as much representation on campus as do unicorns.
In fact, I think there are more
unicorns at GW than there are
conservative professors.” u
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Staff Editorial

GW’s diversity umbrella

Every once in a while, people find
themselves caught in a rainstorm without an umbrella. Occasionally, we forget to adequately prepare for a problem
before we are caught in a downpour. By
creating the President’s Council on Diversity and Inclusion, the University is
proactively addressing a non-pressing
issue before it escalates into a full-blown
crisis.
GW’s campus is host to a wide array
of backgrounds. One can walk around
campus and expect to hear multiple languages spoken by people of various ethnic groups. But though diversity exists,
there is a perception that GW has a long
way to go toward being truly inclusive.
It is good that the University is tackling
this issue preemptively. It seems all too
often that progress on diversity only
happens in the wake of controversy. Fortunately, this change is happening in the
absence of such a storm.
Our fear surrounding the creation of
such a council is that it will fall into the
model of the Office of Sustainability, an
undersized office lacking the influence
it needs. In reality, it should be up to the
council to fully evaluate the current state
of diversity on campus. From there, the
University will be able to outline measurable goals with definite deadlines.
We understand the outlook of this council is long-term in nature, but it is important to have clear objectives.
Though the state of diversity on campus may not have an overwhelmingly
negative reputation, it is important that
students remain conscious that not everyone views GW as an inclusive place.
Every day, we are presented with the opportunity to change that perception.
Diversity may not be on the top of
most people’s list, but the fact that the
University is addressing it now is laudable. The rain clouds are distant on the
horizon but, nonetheless, the University
has invested in an umbrella.

Justin Guiffré
Opinions Editor
jguiffre@gwhatchet.com

Lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com
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Looking forward to FoBoGro

The newest Foggy Bottom business is more than just a sandwich shop
How many times in your
GW career have you heard a
fellow student criticize the food
options on campus? As a graduating senior, my answer to
this question would literally be
in the thousands.
Despite constant
complaining from
Lance
those of us who
actually fund the
school’s
operation, neither our administration
nor the Student Association has
made substantial changes. J
Street is as barely tolerable as it
was in 2006, prices have continued to rise at GW staples like
Carvings and GW Deli, and few
additional options have been
introduced outside of the Marvin Center.
Yet one of GW’s own has
decided to tackle this problem.
Former SA President Kris Hart
has invested tens of thousands
of dollars to reinvigorate the
building formerly known as
Foggy Bottom Grocery. After
a long wait, Hart’s operation,
called FoBoGro, is finally slated
to open this month. This news
is long overdue, and FoBoGro
should be a welcome site for
the average GW student who
is forced to spend money at the
same three or four eating establishments every week for eight

consecutive semesters.
The West End Citizens Association, though, raised objections to the opening of the new
business. According to the transcript provided by the District
of Columbia Alcohol Beverage
Control Board,
Kodish
which is the entity that overheard complaints
brought about by WECA, “the
filed protest issues are whether the Applicant’s substantial
change request for extended
hours, expansion of operations
from one floor to three floors,
and the addition of a take-out
deli would adversely affect
peace, order, and quiet, as well
as... cause a significant decrease
in residential property values.”
In reality, the opening of
FoBoGro will not increase the
noise on campus. The store
will not play any music and, as
we all know, many of us will
drunkenly roam the streets
with or without the existence
of FoBoGro. In addition, the
opening of FoBoGro will actually
increase
residential
property values, not decrease
them. The new business will
bring revenue into the local
community through tax collection on food, alcohol and

The improved building will
boost property values, as
its previously dilapidated
condition made that
section of F Strett
look terrible.
tobacco sales. As such, the
D.C. government can reinvest
the money in social services,
which will increase local property values over time. In addition, the improved building
will boost property values, as
its previously dilapidated condition made that section of F
Street look terrible. Now that
the building has fresh windows, improved siding, level
floors, and a clean paint job, it
will only increase the value of
the surrounding buildings and
townhouses.
This is exactly the kind of
alumni leadership we need on
this campus in tough economic
times. Hart has not only provided jobs for students desperate for extra cash, but he has
also stimulated the local econ-

omy through construction and
infrastructure spending. Many
of GW’s most famous alumni
leave our school, go on to much
bigger and better things, and
are never seen again on campus. Hart, on the other hand,
actually cares enough about
our community to not only stay
here well beyond his graduation date but also solve real
problems faced by our student
body.
It is undeniable that the
Foggy Bottom area has changed
drastically with the expansion
of our school in the past 20
years. As a result, older members of our community have
often been dismayed about
the increase in students living
on campus. Yet, these citizens
need to understand that neighborhoods go through changes
all the time. In the end, the
opening of FoBoGro will rid
our community of an eye sore
that has lasted for two years,
provide a much-needed new
dining option and grant firsthand business training for students right here on campus, all
of which are positive developments for our school and for
the community as a whole.
–The writer, a senior majoring in
international affairs, is a member
of the Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity.

How students really use reading days
by Colleen Psomas

Knapp on the front lines
On Wednesday, through the cold and
bitter winds of a dark February night,
students marched into battle, flags,
shields and all, against a long-time foe.
At the frontlines of the epic snowball
fight was University President Steven
Knapp, leading GW through the assault.
It was a watershed moment in the
tenure of President Knapp. In the past,
this page has been critical of Knapp’s
lackluster connection with students.
Those criticisms could not have been answered more powerfully than they were
Wednesday. In a single night Knapp
did more to strengthen the bond with
students than could have ever been expected.
There are a number of elements that
made this such a positive event for President Knapp. First, it demonstrated an
impressive awareness of an unofficial
event, which many students were not
even aware of. The snowball fight was
coordinated largely through Twitter and
Facebook, without the formalized structure that would normally be needed for
a University official to attend. Next,
the appearance seemed completely impromptu. Knapp ditched any assistants,
forgot any talking points and simply enjoyed the evening. Finally, that Knapp
was an active participant in the battle
was impressive. It has been, and will
always be, a point of pride among students that GW’s honor was defended by
the president himself.
We hope this is a turning point for
the administration. Although we don’t
expect 3 feet of snow to be a common
occurrence, students want these types of
appearances to become more frequent.
On Wednesday, Knapp proved himself
to be genuine, relatable and, dare we
say, fun. His actions allayed the fears of
those who thought he might not be capable of such a connection.
This winter has held a number of
surprises for GW. We have seen recordbreaking snowfall, four days of cancelled classes and, although we may not
be able to compete with Georgetown
on the basketball court, we’d put our
money on the Colonials in a snowball
fight any day. To have President Knapp
leading the charge was perhaps the most
surprising and welcome aspect of all.

Quotable
"My roommate is the freshman
rep of College Republicans, so we
definitely have the most conservative
room in Thurston."
– Carlos Vazquez, freshman
representative of GW's Chapter of
the Young America's Foundation
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A new, nearly nude tradition
Organizing an underwear run would bring GW students closer together
In the fall of 2001, Eric White- ficult than ever. And so we need a
head strummed his guitar and break. What better reprieve could
roamed around the University of exist during the most stressful
California at Los Angeles' cam- time of the semester than a pripus wearing nothing but short mal jaunt through Foggy Bottom
shorts. The almost-nude guitar- in our underwear?
ist was protestSchool-sancing heightened
tioned streaking
police
security
Annu Subramanian isn’t just a welon campus, and
come break from
garnered a great
the monotony of
Columnist
deal of attention
textbooks
and
from the UCLA
term
papers,
student body.
though. It’s also a tool to infuse
Enough attention, in fact, that the student body with an irrevoa group of organizers at UCLA cable GW pride.
decided the entire student body
The recent victory in the
should be able to enjoy a night of GW vs. Georgetown snowball
running, sauntering or leisurely fight demonstrates the power of
walking around campus in noth- the Colonial spirit when we are
ing but their skivvies. And thus, joined in a common goal. Last
the UCLA Undie Run was born.
week, that objective was pelting
This spring, I say GW stu- Georgetown students with frodents should also partake in an zen spheres of water to remind
Undie Run.
them of our superior strength. We
During finals, we all go a bit only had one chance to defeat the
crazy. As the rising temperatures Hoyas (who knows when we’ll
evoke temptations of playing have that much snow again?), and
frisbee in University Yard and GW rose to the occasion, hoisting
summer songs on repeat, the ourselves above that school down
commitment to remain buried the road.
in our books becomes more difWith an Undie Run, the goal

is a bit less combative. By participating in an event that requires
such chutzpah, GW is telling the
world: we are loud and proud to
be Colonials. An annual Undie
Run during finals would become
a legacy that graduating students
will remember fondly for the rest
of their lives.
From a utilitarian perspective,
an Undie Run also provides clubs
and groups on campus with an
array of advertising opportunities. Clubs can market themselves
by joining several people together and writing their name on a series of boys’ chests, for example.
Runners would be sure to note
an invite to an upcoming theater
production if its vital information
were emblazoned on the back of a
girl’s underwear. Blue or red boxers could announce to the District
a person’s political party affiliation.
Indeed, we already possess
several traditions that are memorable events in every GW student’s life. Fall Fest, Colonial Invasion and judging people who
rub the hippo’s nose for luck are
all elements of the college expe-

rience that belong exclusively to
the GW student body. But we can
do more. This event could truly
provide the perfect farewell to a
wonderful school year and leave
students begging for more GW as
they embark on summer sabbatical.
Of course, some basic standards of decency would have to
be observed at an event of such
magnitude. Even if you choose
to show off your Spongebob
Squarepants boxers, a level of
maturity is required for an Undie
Run to occur. A group of spirited
but disciplined Colonials is needed to plan the Undie Run. As we
saw with the snowball fight, a
little organization can have major
returns.
So if you’re in Gelman late
one night during finals week and
you see a crew of nearly nude
students running through Kogan, don’t ask yourself whether
there is something weird in the
Potomac water. Just take off your
clothes, and join in on the fun.
Your sanity will thank you.
–The writer, a freshman majoring in
journalism, is a Hatchet columnist.
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Amid snowfall, profs hold virtual classes
Professors stick
to syllabus with
help of Internet
by Nicolas Diaz
Hatchet Reporter
After many classes fell behind on their intended lesson
plans during last week’s four
snow days, some professors
decided to hold virtual classes
to thwart the bad weather.
Executive Vice President
Donald Lehman announced
Thursday evening that the
University would hold makeup classes over four days at
the end of April to replace the
sessions missed last week. But
with the delays complicating
professor-determined
class
agendas, some instructors used
technology to stay on track.
Professor Neil Cohen,
who teaches finance, held
online classes through Black-

Francis Rivera | Hatchet Reporter

Sweetgreen, located in Dupont Circle, has enjoyed increased publicity from being shown on MTV's "The Real World."

TV show boosts
popularity for venues
'The Real World'
turns viewers
into patrons
by Alex Markoff
Hatchet Reporter
MTV’s television show
“The Real World” settled
down in the District last
summer, and though its
eight roommates left in the
fall, some D.C. organizations featured on the show
are reporting a bump in
popularity.
During filming, the cast
made its way to a number
of noticeable D.C. locations and, according to The
Washington Post, 1.9 million viewers tuned into the
December series premiere.
Some businesses featured
on the program, like DuPont Circle’s Sweetgreen,
have thus far enjoyed the
publicity.
“We get a lot of people
that mention seeing us on
the show. A lot of our Twitter followers have mentioned it,” owner Nicholas
Jammet said.
Jammet said it was hard
to tell if sales have increased
because of the show, but said
it “definitely has affected us
positively.”
Nellie’s, a gay sports
bar featured multiple times
during the first seven episodes, now hosts a Real
World watch party every
Wednesday night at 10 p.m.
The Shaw neighborhood bar
invites all to “watch at Nellie’s to see what happened
at Nellie’s,” according to its
Web site.
“I have been pleasantly
surprised. In the last few
weeks we have had people
that sign up to be on our email list and we ask about
how they heard about us
and at least 15 people have
said because of ‘The Real
World,’ ” Doug Schantz, the
owner of Nellie’s, said.

admissions
from p. 1
to the operational level, the
individual who sent out the
e-mail... touched the wrong
button on the list.”
Sherrard said as of Jan. 29,
the University had received
around 825 Early Decision II
applicants.
For Early Decision II applicant Elana Jacobson, from
West Palm Beach, Fla., the
mistake was heartbreaking.
“Someone
probably
thought someone died,” Jacobson said. “I was sitting
in the middle of the hallway
crying my eyes out. It was
confusing – I didn’t know if
I was in the school, rejected,
accepted, or deferred.”
Jacobson said she received
an e-mail Feb. 4 telling her to
check her online application
status – where she learned
she was rejected from the
University. But last Wednesday, Jacobson received an email congratulating her on
her acceptance – an e-mail
sent to her by mistake.
“I received an e-mail and
it said ‘Congratulations and
welcome to the class of 2014,
go Colonials,’ ” Jacobson
said.

While Schantz acknowledged another 50 people
may not have mentioned the
show at all while signing up
for the e-mail list, the show
has still made an impact.
“A lot of people even
come in asking for the bar
staff that was seen on the
show. It has impacted our
business very positively,”
Schantz said.
Another restaurant that
recently appeared on the
show, The Grill from Ipanema, has received calls and emails about being featured.
“I’d like to see if anything changes, [but at this
point] we really don’t
know,” the Brazilian restaurant’s owner, Alcy De
Souza, said. McFadden’s
Restaurant and Saloon, located just off of Washington
Circle, has been featured
twice on the program so far.
Though McFadden’s Director of Marketing Heather
Elmes said the appearance
hasn’t affected business,
one student said her friends
made their way to the restaurant after it appeared on
the show.
“When the cast went to
McFadden’s, some of my
friends decided they should
go, too. If it’s good enough
for MTV then there’s definitely an attraction,” freshman Negeen Karimi said.
Karimi said she ran into
the cast eating at DuPont
Circle restaurant Thai Chef
during her time at Colonial
Inauguration this summer.
She had to sign a waiver in
case she made it on camera.
Not just restaurants
and bars are getting attention for appearing on “The
Real World,” though. D.C.’s
Human Rights Campaign,
headquartered on Rhode Island Avenue, is using an “as
seen on MTV’s Real World:
D.C.” ad campaign for its
“We Won’t Back Down”
marriage equality T-shirts.
Real World roommate Mike
Manning interned for the
LGBT rights group during
his time in the District. u
Jacobson said she immediately e-mailed Napper to
ask for her admissions status.
“She sent me an e-mail
back and said I am truly sorry for the inconvenience, that
it was an error and to check
your official status online,”
Jacobson said.
Jacobson said she was
disappointed with the way
the “glitch” was handled by
the Office of Admissions.
“They either could have
given a phone number to call
or sent out a voicemail to assist applicants with the problem,” Jacobson said. “Some
sort of notification that was
more personal than just, ‘Oh,
sorry it was an error.’ ”
GW is not the first university to make this mistake.
Last year, Cornell University’s Office of Financial Aid
mistakenly sent an e-mail
to 25 rejected students congratulating them on their
acceptance, The Cornell
Daily Sun reported. In one
of the larger incidents last
year, the University of California at San Diego, sent acceptance e-mails to all of the
46,377 students who applied
for admission, including the
29,000 applicants who were
rejected.
–Lauren French contributed
to this report.

board’s Elluminate Live! tool,
allowing him to communicate
with students. His students
used the liveblog-like technology to participate in the class
discussion and comment on
the responses of other students. Professor Cohen gave
the class lecture as if in video
conference, and students consequently responded by posting their answers.
“Students could type questions and hear my responses,”
Cohen said.
Since the make-up days at
the end of the semester might
not suffice in satisfying the expected curriculum, Cohen said
this method is the only way to
hold class for the time being.
Teaching online “turned out to
be almost as good as it would
be in a classroom,” he said.
Apart from online classes
through Elluminate Live!,
“which were quite effective,”
Cohen’s students used Blackboard to post questions and
discussions in order “to keep
the class rolling despite the

weather,” Cohen said.
Ayman El Tarabishy, an
assistant research professor of
management, teaches entrepreneurship classes online on a
regular basis.
Tarabishy said online
classes have their advantages.
Blackboard and its social media tools allow the class to communicate with the professor
as if it were a live setting, thus
“further engaging students in
collective learning,” he said.
Tarabishy said studentprofessor interaction is not sacrificed with the lack of a typical
classroom.
“A virtual class offers opportunities to learn and interact with each other, and this
improves the level in quality of
learning,” he said.
Conversely, some professors who did not hold virtual
classes during the snow week
saw notable setbacks in their
lesson plans.
“Having missed the majority of this week’s lectures and
classes means that I will need to

reassess my syllabus calendar,”
professor Benjamin Hopkins,
who teaches history and international affairs, said. Hopkins
said he believes make-up days
at the end of the semester are
unlikely to be enough to cover
the missed material this week.
“It is simply a question of
coming up with some coping
strategies,” he said.
GW was not the only university looking for ways to
keep classes on schedule despite recurrent class cancellations.
The University of the
District of Columbia also approached the challenge of
scheduling class during the
snow week by devising online
versions of classes.
Lectures were given via
Skype, a video-conferencing
technology, to connect students
with professors as in a real-life
setting. Some professors posted
pre-recorded lectures and assignments online for students
to keep up with the course
schedule. u
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Managing your credit in the real world Make-up plan draws
ire from students

Credit score overview

by Priya Anand
Hatchet Reporter
Source: Credit rating agency experian

Cohen: good credit
history is key to
future investments
by shaeera Tariq
Hatchet Reporter
Last time we spoke with financial consultant Peter Bielagus about how to manage a budget. Now, professor of finance
Neil Cohen takes us through applying for a credit card – even
without a credit history – and
the best ways to maintain a
good credit score.
Cohen says students
are ideal prospects for new
credit cards because banks,
even during the recession,
need to bring in cardholders. Students should capitalize on this need by shopping
around for the best rates and
rewards.

Buyout
from p. 1
of the package.”
Because of the results from
the SEAS buyout, other schools
and departments throughout
the University may see similar
options, Lehman said.
“We are thinking about it,”
he said. “We haven’t made any
definite decisions yet.”
SEAS Dean David Dolling
said he is also satisfied with the
buyout program’s outcome, and
added that some of the faculty

Endowment
from p. 1
for financial comparison, like
Boston University and Northwestern University, have also
seen a rise in their endowments
since the end of the fiscal year.
Northwestern saw a severe drop when the financial
crisis hit in 2008, as its endowment dropped from $7.2 billion to about $5 billion, said
Alan Cubbage, vice president

Apply online

Shopping for credit cards
online gives students a faster,
easier way to shop for and
compare multiple cards. Some
require parental approval for
students under the age of 18,
but not all.

Manage your credit
score

Cohen says a student’s
credit score is essential because the higher the score,
the lower the interest rate
when a student graduates
and applies for an auto loan
or mortgage. Even the slightest increase in an interest rate
can cause a large increase in
a monthly payment, immediately increasing the total cost
of buying a car or an apartment.

come a $100 pizza if students
do not pay the minimum payments regularly or on time, Cohen says. Students should only
use a credit card if they have
the cash to cover the payment.
Also, if students pay off the bill
before the grace period ends,
banks may hand out rewards
for being responsible, Cohen
said.

Never carry a balance

Students should realize
that balances due could easily
spin out of control. As a recent
grad or student with a limited income, they should never
carry a balance “because it is a
beast students are ill-equipped
to handle,” Cohen says. At the
minimum, always pay the balance down on time, but earlier
if you have some spare cash.

hen suggests students always
look up the annual fee for a
credit card before signing up. If
the annual fee is more than $0,
don’t even consider the credit
card, he says.

Avoid silly fees

Keep track of all payments
and remember credit limits.
Sometimes, banks penalize
cardholders for simply missing
their payment deadlines by a
minute. “Develop good credit
card habits and students can
use them like a tool, rather than
a crutch,” Cohen says.

Know when to walk
away

A $10 box of pizza can be-

Credit cards earn money
when students use them, so Co-

Students should not be
stubborn with credit card
responsibilities, Cohen says.
“If students know students
can’t spend within their
means, cut up the card, focus
on paying down debt, and
live a cash-only lifestyle,”
Cohen says. u

members who took the buyout
will leave at the end of the current
semester. Dolling also declined to
name the professors who accepted the package.
The University offered the
buyout packages to SEAS professors in an effort to free up
resources and positions for more
research. University President
Steven Knapp and other University officials have made research
a top priority for GW’s future,
and by offering buyouts to faculty – who may or may not be
actively researching – SEAS has
the ability to hire more faculty
who are research-focused. These

professors will be expected to
research in addition to teaching
graduate and undergraduate
students.
Professors who received a
letter explaining the buyout option said GW’s increasing focus
on research was named as a reason for the buyout program.
“This program is being instituted in anticipation of the
ongoing academic evolution of
The George Washington University as a major research university, in which the faculty will
be expected to have significantly
enhanced, externally funded research activity,” Dolling said.

The 39 faculty members
offered the package comprise
about half of the 83 full-time
faculty in the school, according
to data from the Office of Institutional Research’s Web site.
SEAS is already gearing up
to hire new faculty to replace
those who accepted the buyout.
In an interview in early December, Dolling said SEAS would be
hiring 14 new “top-tier” professors in the coming year.
Faculty who accepted the
buyouts will be able to choose
when they will leave, with the
latest departure being spring
2011. u

for university relations at
Northwestern. Cubbage said
Northwestern has recouped
and their endowment now
stands at $6 billion.
Cubbage said all administrative departments at Northwestern were forced to cut
about 3 percent from their operating budgets due to the drop
in the endowment. GW administrators did not have to make
cuts, however, because GW is
not an endowment-dependent
University – using about 4 to
5 percent of the endowment to

fund operating costs annually,
according to the University’s
operating budget.
Because GW doesn’t use the
endowment to fund most of the
operating budget, Lindsey said
he has been able to be creative
in his investment techniques.
“We also have a great deal
of flexibility in regard to investing on a longer-term basis,”
Lindsey said. “We have a good
portion of our endowment that
can be in illiquid assets. The
key is really balancing liabilities
against assets.”

Lindsey said GW has invested heavily in overseas markets recently – most notably
in China, Latin America and
southeast Asia – and said the financial instability in European
nations like Greece, Portugal,
Ireland, and Spain can have a
real effect on global markets,
potentially halting endowment
growth in the future.
“I am optimistic but am
also being extremely cautious
in looking and trying to analyze
where the downside would be
coming from,” Lindsey said. u

Pay with credit only if
you have cash for it

Annual fees are
unacceptable

The
University
announced classes will be
held on reading days and a
Saturday to compensate for
the classes canceled during
the historic snowfall in D.C.
last week, but some students
are calling the policy disastrous.
The regular academic
calendar allows for one
make-up day, but after four
and a half days of classes
were canceled last week,
the University announced
missed classes will also be
made up on reading days
April 29 and 30 and Saturday, May 1.
In protest, junior John
D’Elia started a Facebook
group called “Boycott disastrous GWU snow make-up
schedule”
last Thursday
that, as of press time, had
more than 1,000 members.
D’Elia did not return request from comment. Sophomore Paul Glicksman, a
member of the group, said
he does not think students
will be prepared for finals
with the revised class schedule.
"I think they should just
move back final exams, to
be honest," he said. "I hope
they just recognize that really nobody is very happy
with their decision."
Many students interviewed said they do not plan
on attending classes during
make-up days.
“I feel like no one is going to go to class on that Saturday anyway,” freshman
Jillian Leviton said.
To fit the fourth day of
make-up classes before exam
week, May 1 had to become
a class day, Executive Vice
President for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman said.
“I don’t have any alternatives unless we want to do
make-up over spring break,”
he said. “And I thought
about it.”
Lehman said he discussed make-up days with
his counterparts at both
Georgetown and Catholic
before announcing GW’s
make-up policy. Georgetown
decided to schedule a makeup day on President’s Day
and for the Monday during

spring break, but GW and
Catholic both decided to
wait until the end of term.
Lehman said the new
make-up policy does not fix
all problems. On Sunday,
Jan 31, a pipe burst in 1957
E Street, causing a power
outage that prevented the
building from opening for
classes the next morning.
The University is still determining how to make up the
classes lost that day.
When students first
heard the make-up schedule, some reported concerns
that tests, projects and finals
would be packed back-toback by professors. While
University policy says professors cannot administer
finals during the last week
of class, the policy is often
ignored.
“I really do wish that
students would up rise over
this issue, because this is
very frustrating; it's not supposed to happen, and when
we set a University policy,
we expect people to follow
it,” Lehman said. “Our expectation of all faculty members is that they don’t give
those final examinations the
last week of classes because
it’s not fair to the students.”
With the use of reading
days for classes, students
expressed concerns that
they will not have sufficient
time to prepare for final exams. Lehman, though, said
students must deal with the
rescheduled classes.
“Life isn’t simple, when
you get out in the job market,
there are going to be things
that you do simultaneously
and this is good practice, I
guess,” Lehman said.
He added that classes do
not take up the entire day
and students should not be
concerned if they keep up
with the course work.
“I know that’s a big expectation. You know, I was a
student once. I used to keep
up.” Lehman said.
While forecasts predicted 3 inches of snow yesterday and more on Wednesday, Lehman said 3 inches
will seem like nothing compared to 3 feet.
“It will take a lot for me
to cancel school now.”
–Lauren French
contributed to this report.
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This week in
GW HIstory:

33 years ago...
A water main break under
the GW bookstore causes
$100,000 in damage.

Developing brawn and brains

by REVA Singh
Hatchet Reporter

Tucked in a tiny building
on 23rd Street behind Fulbright
Hall, behind a door that looks
more like an emergency exit
than an entrance, lies a small
but precious part of the University: the exercise science department.
It is one of seven departments under the School of
Public Health and Health Services, offering majors in exercise science and athletic training, as well as concentrations
in pre-health professional
studies and health and fitness.
Between the two majors there
are about 100 students, and
each program in the department is designed to educate
those who want to pursue a
career in a health-related field.
Oftentimes prospective physical therapists, dieticians and
even doctors get their start
here learning about the kinesiology, anatomy and physiology of the human body.
But exercise science classes
are no “easy A,” as is sometimes believed. Since the department offers classes that are
heavily based in science, students in exercise science must
also take upper-level biology,
chemistry and physics classes
to meet the requirements for
the major.
Part of this curriculum is
a heavy dose of skills training.
Classes often have a practical
component in which students
observe surgeries, learn how to
assess a person’s Body Mass Index and lung capacity, and read
other vital signs.
In addition, students are
required to have six hours of internship experience, and unlike
some jobs that consist of filing
papers and getting coffee, these
are work-intensive.
“[Students] actually get to
practice what they do, not just
read about it in a book,” said
professor Alex Dickman, who

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com

11 years ago...
Tuition is increased by 4.6
percent, the lowest hike in 11
years. Freshmen pay $23,960.

H

5 years ago...
GW Housing Programs receives
only 30 applications for squatting,
the first year it offers the option.

GW BlindDate:

A hot meal but no sparks

Ramtin and Katie shared a bite at Bangkok Joe's, but the
only real chemistry there was in the kitchen. For these blind
daters the mediocre encounter fell short of expectations.

DaterBios
Ramtin Vaziri

Year: Sophomore
Age: 20
Hometown: Baltimore, Md.
Major: Political science

Katie Townsend

Year: Junior
Age: 20
Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pa.
Major: American studies

What is your ideal first date?
Ramtin: Being with someone who I can relate to and
have a blast with. And perhaps getting lucky toward
the end of the night.

Katie: I like food, so probably going out to eat someplace either in Georgetown
or Dupont Circle.

What do you look for in a person?

Becky Crowder | Hatchet Photographer

Students in professor Beverly Westerman's Injury Assessment class learn the proper techniques of
diagnosing physical afflictions. The class is offered for exercise science and athletic training majors at GW.
is also the internship coordinator for the department.
While the benefits vary
from job to job, students in exercise science traditionally have
had internships that are both
challenging and rewarding in
terms of the experiences they
provide. According to Dickman, these include shadowing
surgeons, working at the National Institutes of Health and
even studying sports medicine
with the Washington Redskins.
A few have gone on to work at
GW Medical Center.
And though the numbers
make the exercise science major
seem tiny, some students appreciate the cordial atmosphere of
a small department.
“I believe that its modest
size creates an intimate and
comfortable environment to
learn in,” said junior Mia Sorkin,
who is an exercise science major.
“All of the faces in my classes
are familiar ones, and it’s easier

to succeed in a course when
you can form study groups
with students who you know
and with whom you share the
same knowledge base.”
Faculty members also get
to reap the benefits of a smaller
program. For Dickman, the size
of the department allows him
to be in constant touch with his
students and their academic
needs.
“We know all the students,
what their interests are, what
internships they should be taking, and they know who’s writing their recommendations. It’s
one of the great things about
our program,” Dickman said.
The students are also in a
particularly relevant major, professor Beverly Westerman said.
Concerns about rising diabetes
and obesity rates have spurred
an increased interest among
students to become dietitians.
“The nation is realizing,
‘We’re in a crisis here,’ ” she

said.
Even though exercise science majors go on to become
physical therapists, athletic
trainers and health professionals, the department remains
much of an unknown entity at
GW. Sorkin attributes this lack
of knowledge to the department’s small size and low visibility amid larger programs at
the University.
“The exercise science department is small and less
known among our University...
and somewhat misunderstood”
said Sorkin, who added that the
electives offered by the department may obscure the difficulty
of the core classes required.
Still, for both students and
faculty, the department's modest size detracts neither from its
close-knit feel nor from its rigorous curriculum.
“We’re a lost little gem at
The George Washington University,” said Westerman. u

Ramtin: Attractiveness,
humor and a laid-back attitude. Someone who isn’t
uptight and who I can have
a good time with.

What are your interests?

Ramtin: I like joking
around, doing weird stuff
and messing with people
in public. I like soccer and
sports. I play video games
and hang out with my
friends.

TheDate

Katie: I like a good sense
of humor, someone who is
smart, witty and can make me
laugh. That’s very important.
If a guy can’t make me laugh,
then I wouldn’t date him.
Katie: I cook a lot. I read
– I’m an American studies
major so I’m forced to read
a lot. I also like television,
and I just got back from
studying abroad so I like to
travel too.

Ramtin says:

Katie says:

I got to Bangkok Joe’s
and the waitress guided me
to my blind date. The typical
conversation starters broke
some of the ice. After we had
a great free meal, I walked
her to her apartment. It
wasn’t really anything that
had grandeur to it, but I met
someone interesting and she
was a nice person. I’d give
the date a B.

He was 25 minutes late
and I wasn’t too pleased
about it. The food got there
really quickly, so it didn’t
last as long as I thought it
would. It was good. He was
funny. I was really thrown
off by him being so late, but
after that wore off it got better. Overall I would give the
evening a B.

–Miranda Green

Would you like to be featured in the next blind date?

E-mail features@gwhatchet.com
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What’s
yours?
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Religion
from p. 1
Ravjot Bhasin, a Sikh, is National
Gurudwhara on Massachusetts
Avenue. It's a long trip for Bhasin,
who has no car. He said he sometimes feels uncomfortable praying
with a strange group of people.
“I don’t go to National that
often. It’s different attending services here because it is a different
group of people that you aren’t
used to,” he said. “I still go whenever I have the time.”
He said he learned how to
pray from his grandmother, while
preparing to receive his first turban. In the years since, Bhasin has
memorized the five daily prayers
of Sikhism and wants to become
Orthodox after graduation.
Though he doesn’t get to the
National temple often, he said
he believes in repeating his god’s
name as a form of worship.
“Apart from trying to pray
five times a day, repeating ‘Waheguru’ is one of the main things
I do,” he said. “I just repeat his
name when I’m sitting down or
doing homework.”
Although his workload takes
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up a lot of his time, Bhasin said he
tries to complete the three morning
and two evening prayers each day.
“Sometimes I’ll just listen to
the prayers on my iPod. Nowadays you can find anything online, so I just get the prayers off
the Internet,” he said. “I’ll listen to
them while I’m walking to class,
or when I’m sitting on the Vern
Express.”

Finding comfort on campus
For senior Julie DeMareo, the
Newman Center is a crucial part
of worship.
The Newman Center – the
campus place of worship for Catholics – does not have an elected
leadership, but DeMareo says she
is one of many student leaders at
the center, a goal she had even before she officially came to GW.
“I visited the [Newman] Center in April before I even started
at GW,” she said. “I knew if I
was going to be a student here I
needed to find somewhere I could
worship and be comfortable being myself.”
DeMareo said she celebrates
Mass weekly – first at the Hand
Chapel on the Mount Vernon
campus during her freshman

year, and now at the Newman
Center or St. Stephen’s Church,
where she said she has furthered
her relationship with God.
“I have always been taught
to think that prayer and church
[are] important to developing a
personal relationship with God,”
DeMareo said.
Attending Mass is something
DeMareo has done since childhood. Her grandmother would
encourage her to worship and she
was involved in Mass at “every
stage of life.”
“A constant conversation with
God is prayer for me,” she said.
“Sometimes it’s formal prayer;
sometimes it's just thanking God
and asking God for help.”

Worship as community time
Growing up in a Jewish
household taught senior Ariel
Scheer that her religion was both
a personal and family affair.
At GW, Scheer has found that
same family feeling at Hillel, a
Jewish organization and temple
on campus, where she often attends Friday night Shabbats with
fellow students.
“Shabbat just involves playing games with each other and

storytelling as well as spending
time in synagogue together,” she
said. “You just have those hours
of spending quality time with
other people and also introspecting.”
As a member of the Conservative Jewish movement, Scheer
said she was always able to express her religious views in temple. Scheer is a peer leader at Hillel and regularly leads services.
“I grew up in a community
where if I wanted to be a rabbi,
I could be a rabbi,” she said,
“Women in my synagogue lead
services, read from the Torah and
delivered speeches in public.”
For Scheer, Hillel has given
her a firm foundation in the Jewish community at GW, allowing
her to meet a wide range of Jewish students on campus.
“When I am here on Shabbat,
it is a time for me to be part of a
big community,” she said. “It is
when we have dinner together
and do blessings together and
hang out as well. To me, worship
is a community time.”
–Lauren French contributed to this
report.
Check back next Monday as The
Hatchet looks at how college and religious life mix at GW.

Tuition
from p. 1
some form of financial
aid, and the average aid
package is $24,500 per
year, trustee Allan From
said.
“We want to make
sure that people from
all backgrounds who
are deserving are given
the opportunity to come
here,” From said. “The
board wants to make
the University as affordable for as many as possible.”
From was not physically present at Friday’s
board meeting because
his flight from Raleigh,
N.C. was canceled after last week’s historic
snowstorm. From, like
some other board members and University officials, participated via
telephone.
The board – which
meets three times a year
in October, February,
and May – also voted

to increase the overall
cost of attendance for
incoming undergraduate students by no more
than 2.8 percent. Cost
of attendance includes
room and board and
fees, and was $55,625 for
the class that entered in
fall of 2009. A 2.8 percent
increase to that number
would be $57,182.
Last year, GW’s
cost of attendance also
increased 2.8 percent,
which is almost 2 percent lower than the
national average jump
among private, nonprofit universities, according
to an October study conducted by the Chronicle.
Knapp also said after the meeting that he
and other senior administrators hope to hire a
University provost in
the next “few weeks.”
He declined to share
the current candidates'
names but said that after
a series of on-campus
meetings, the University
has reduced the pool to
two candidates. u
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Jobs
Sales Assistant.
Investment research firm
seeks assistant to provide
support to sales team.
Schedule appointments,
confirm meetings, prepare itineraries, folders,
and travel and expense
reports. Must have previous office experience,
computer proficiency,
and be available at least
15-20 hours per week.
Availability to work
through summer a plus.
Salary $12/hour. Position
available immediately. Fax
resume: 202-955-6475
Kaplan is looking for
enthusiastic, motivated,
and well connected college students to work part
time to help us promote
our products and services
on your campus.
Apply at http://bit.ly/
kapgw
Responsibilities:
-Provide information and
generate interest on our
programs via tabling on
campus
-Post and distribute fliers and or generate leads
and contacts for the local
Kaplan Center
-Coordinate and participate in local marketing
events
-Monitor and respond to
competitive activity in the
market
-Research and report on
campus clubs and groups
that would benefit from

Kaplan products
-Facilitate introductions of
Kaplan staff to club and
group leaders
-Create campus presence
during high season
Prepare room and materials
Qualifications:
-Must be actively enrolled
at GWU
-Class status of
Sophomore or above
-Have an established
social and professional
network within the campus community
-Available to work 5 to
10 hours a week (some
weeks may require more
hours)
-Available to work at least
one academic year (Fall
through Spring)
-Excellent communication
and presentation skills
-Exhibit outstanding leadership qualities, highly
creative and well organized
Have demonstrated
instances of self motivation and taking initiative
To learn more and to
apply for your Campus
Rep position visit http://
bit.ly/kapgw
You can also visit us and
search for your Campus
Rep position at www.
kaplan.com/careers, click
on "Kaplan Test Prep and
Admissions" and then
search PT jobs in your
city and state.

services

FOLLOW @HATCHETPROMOS FOR EXCLUSIVE
OFFERS AND DEALS FROM OUR
ADVERTISERS.

Psychiatrist and
Psychotherapist located
at 2112 F street, N.W. for
treatment of depression,
anxiety, stress-related
issues, relationship issues.
Office phone is (202) 4578899.
Tutoring: Statistics,
Business Statistics, Intro
Economics, Business
Calculus. (301) 356-4107

services
$$$$$$$$ Time to Make
Money! Harry's Restaurant
located in the Harrington
Hotel (436 11th Street,
NW one block from Metro
Center) is seeking Full
and Part time servers. No
experience necessary.
Hiring now! AM and PM
shifts available. Getting
ready for spring with busy
outside patio open. Apply
in person to Manager on
Duty.

student housing
Spacious 3 level row
townhouse with 2 bedrooms, plus den or family room, 2.5 baths. One
assigned parking space.
Rear deck, plus roof top
deck. Available now.
Located between 21st &
22nd St on N St. Contact
Mr. Tate, Remax Premiere
Selections for more info
or to view. 240 350-7700
(c), and 301 299-1000
x334 (w). 950 square
foot 2 bedroom condo,
wall-to-wall new carpet, balcony, brand new
kitchen, parking, all utilities included. One block
from Huntington Metro.
Minutes to DC and Old
Town Alexandria, movie
theatre, shops and restaurants. For more information, contact Brad Kintz at
703-548-0888 or BRAD.
KINTZ@Longandfoster.
com.
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In brief
Squash triumphs at home

Though both teams took to the road
and lost Sunday, GW’s men’s and
women’s squash teams defended
their home court Saturday with a pair
of 9-0 sweeps against Haverford College.
Because the match was the final
one at home this season for the 20thranked men’s team (8-7), senior Matt
Grossman was honored as the team’s
lone graduating member before he
went out and won his last home
match.
“Matty has been a steady No. 1 or
2 player for his whole college career,”
head coach Wendy Lawrence said.
“When he leaves the game, it is going
to leave a big hole in his life.”
Though most of its roster is relatively young, the men’s team is ranked
fourth in its division entering next
week’s team nationals in New Haven,
Conn. Because he is the team’s only
senior, Grossman said he tries to act
as a mentor to his teammates.
“This team is definitely young,
but by far the best team I have ever
played on,” Grossman said. “I believe
in this team and have confidence going into nationals. We have had some
solid wins this year and they serve as
a motivational boost heading into nationals.”
The women’s team (4-5) will have
more than a week before it begins
postseason play Feb. 25 at the Howe
Cup, also held in New Haven, Conn.
Head coach Maura Myers said the
team went into the season with some
fear and uncertainty, but became
more assured after a few victories.
“In the beginning of the year, the
team was intimidated a little,” she said.
“But we have had some key wins this
year that have boosted our confidence.”
Myers also attributes much of her
team’s success to conditioning.
“Everyone is healthy because of
the extended time spent with the
strength and conditioning coach,” she
said. “We also avoided the swine flu”,
she added.
The women’s team will end its
regular season with a home doubleheader Saturday against Georgetown
at 11 a.m. and Virginia at 3 p.m. The
men’s team will begin national competition Friday against an opponent
that has yet to be determined.
–Rafi Moskowitz

hannah wins weekly award

GW men’s tennis player Erik
Hannah was named A-10 Performer
of the Week yesterday after the junior played a key role in his team’s
win Friday over Duquesne. In doubles play, Hannah teamed with
sophomore Arya Vayghan to win
the third doubles match and clinch
the doubles point for GW.
Playing in the fourth singles
match, Hannah defeated Duquesne’s
Mark Maciuch 6-3, 6-1 to earn another point for the Colonials, who
went on to win the meet 6-1 over
the Dukes. The meet was GW’s first
since Jan. 16 at Old Dominion after
all three of last weekend’s meets
were canceled due to snow.
–Louis Nelson

Number crunch

25

The number of
points by which the
GW men's basketball team beat Fordham Saturday, and
the Colonials' largest
margin of victory since a 43-point
win against UMBC in November.

Last Word
“I don't think anything can happen
to us that hasn't happened this
year... There's nothing that should
ruffle our feathers right now.”
Women's basketball head coach
Mike Bozeman on his team's ability to
cope with adversity this season

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Louis Nelson
Contributing Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

H

Colonials snap losing skid in Bronx
by Dan Greene
Sports Editor

BRONX, N.Y. – It had been a
while since there was a scene like
Saturday’s on the GW men’s basketball team’s bench: head coach
Karl Hobbs calmly slipping back
into his suit coat as most the
Colonials’ regulars stood and
applauded a quintet of reserves
dribbling out the clock.
For once, there was no need
to shed formalwear to better
mobilize while shouting orders,
no cause for a crunch-time unit
to hold court over the game’s
final minute. Thanks in large
part to a career-best 26 points
from senior Damian Hollis and a
15-points-in-15-minutes outburst
from freshman Dwayne Smith,
the team could relax down the
stretch as it closed out a 78-53
win over Fordham.
The Colonials (13-10, 3-7 Atlantic 10) cruised past the hapless
Rams, keeping the hosts winless
in A-10 play and snapping a
three-game losing streak of their
own with their first double-digit
win in six weeks.
Hollis, who said he aggravated his sore ribs early in the game,
inflicted plenty of damage in his
own right, scoring his first points
as he roared through the lane to
throw down a left-handed dunk
about 10 minutes into the action.
A few minutes later, the
fourth-year forward connected
on consecutive threes to set the
tone for what would become his
most productive collegiate scoring effort to date.
“The basket felt huge today,”
Hollis said. “My players put me
in perfect position so all I had to
do was shoot the ball or make an
easy play and I thank them for
it.”
Nearly two-thirds of his
points came after halftime as he
helped maintain the Colonials’
comfortable cushion throughout
the second half. When Fordham
came out of the break with four
straight points to crawl back
within a dozen, Hollis hit three
and two-point jumpers to reassert GW’s stronghold on the
game.
“When we needed baskets,
particularly when we went into a
little bit of a slump in the second
half... he stepped up and made
big shots for us,” Hobbs said.

"We were right there. We
just had to get over the
hump, so it was a sigh
of relief."
Damian Hollis
Senior forward

dan greene | hatchet photographer

Freshman Dwayne Smith scored 15 points in 15 minutes to help the Colonials
blow out Fordham Saturday. Smith was named A-10 Rookie of the Week.
A few minutes later, a pair
of Hollis three-pointers pushed
the Colonials’ lead past 20 points
for the first time all afternoon,
a point from which they never
looked back. Hollis finished the
game 6-for-10 from three-point
distance and grabbed a teamhigh nine rebounds to go with
his 26 points.
Though the game’s shape
became lopsided fairly early,
the two teams exchanged scoring runs to open the game and
remained within a basket of one
another halfway through the first
half. Smith made his first impact
on the game during this stretch,
grabbing two steals and scoring
twice within his first minute on

the floor.
The Canadian rookie finished
with a game-high four steals,
helping the Colonials create a
14-point advantage in scoring off
turnovers, including an emphatic two-handed breakaway dunk
in the second half.
“He probably should knock
on my door tomorrow [and say],
‘Coach, I probably need a couple
more minutes on the floor,’”
Hobbs joked. “I thought he was
terrific. All of his points were
big.”
One of GW’s defensive keys
was limiting the impact of Chris
Gaston, Fordham’s standout
freshman forward who entered
the game fourth in the A-10 in

scoring and second in rebounding.
The Colonials double-teamed
Gaston at times and guarded
him closely, limiting him to only
seven points on 2-of-12 shooting. Though he was able to grab
a game-high 13 rebounds, only
one came on the offensive glass,
which Hobbs said had been a
point of emphasis in preparing
for the game.
“We’ve been talking about
him forever, it seems like,” Hollis
said, prompting a chuckle from
his coach. “I felt like since we got
him to get off to a rough start, a
rough game really, it helped us a
lot.”
The 25-point final margin
was the largest scoring discrepancy in a GW game since
its 43-point victory over UMBC
in November and only the second time in the team’s 11 A-10
games that a game was decided by more than seven points.
Aside from a 15-point defeat at
Dayton, the Colonials’ other six
conference losses had been by
seven, one, five, six, four, and
seven points.
“We were right there,” Hollis
said. “We just had to get over the
hump, so it was a sigh of relief.”
Even GW’s recent victories
had been nailbiters, with five
of the team’s previous six wins
having come by single digits.
When asked if it was not only
nice to break through for a
victory but to be able to do so
without needing to secure it in
the final minutes, Hollis began
to answer affirmatively before
Hobbs interrupted.
“I’ll answer that for him,”
Hobbs said, smiling. “Absolutely.”
The Colonials will return
home to host Massachusetts
Wednesday at 7 p.m. u

Despite season high,
gymnastics falls at home
by elizabeth Traynor
Hatchet Reporter
The GW women’s gymnastics team
put up its highest team score of the season in Sunday’s “Think Pink” meet
against North Carolina State, but it was
not enough to knock off the first-place
guests as the Wolfpack beat the Colonials
194.325-190.275.
N.C. State’s Taylor Seaman won the allaround competition with a score of 39.150,
followed by teammate Jess Panza. GW junior Leslie Delima placed third in the event
with a season-high score of 38.250.
Seaman also claimed first place on
the floor and bars with scores of 9.850
and 9.800, respectively, and second on the
vault with a 9.775.
With the exception of the floor exercises and the all-around competition, the
Wolfpack claimed the top three slots in
every event. Panza won the beam with a
9.825 and teammate Brooke Barr took first
in the vault with a 9.875.
Delima, who also took second place
in the floor exercise with a 9.775, was the
only Colonial to place in the top three in
any competition.

Despite the final outcome of the meet,
there were a few bright spots for some
GW competitors. Senior Megan Quinn,
sophomore Amanda Murphy and freshman Kayla Carto all scored season highs
in the floor (9.725), bars and vault (9.675,
9.500), and bars (9.550), respectively.
Wolfpack head coach Mark Stevenson
said that the Colonials had “made drastic improvements” since he last saw them
last month.
The spirit of the meet’s support of
the fight against breast cancer appeared
to be in full force, with both teams sporting pink leotards and accessories, and the
coaches and staff wearing the same color
throughout the day.
Many members of the crowd could
also be spotted in pink or wearing one of
the commemorative shirts for sale at the
meet. Additionally, a raffle for spa services was held, with proceeds benefiting
the Coalition for the Fight Against Breast
Cancer.
After three straight road meets in the
coming weeks, the Colonials will have
their next home meet March 7th at 1 p.m.
when they host William & Mary and the
University of New Hampshire. u
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GW senior Megan Quinn goes vertical during the floor exercise.
Quinn's score of 9.725 was GW's second best in the event.

W. basketball stumbles in road loss
by Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
Generally speaking, mid-February
matchups between teams from the bottom half of the Atlantic 10 are not notable. At this point in the season, the beginning of the season is barely visible in the
rear-view mirror, and the excitement of
March’s postseason play is just appearing
on the horizon.
Still, the GW women’s basketball
team’s 74-50 loss at St. Bonaventure Saturday was significant, marking an unceremonious end of an era for the Colonials,
who for the first time in 19 years will
finish this season with a losing record in
conference play.
Saturday’s loss to the Bonnies followed almost identically the pattern of
many of GW’s (5-18, 2-8 A-10) defeats
from this season. The Colonials hung
with their more experienced hosts for the
first half, trailing by 10 for much of the
period but managing to keep themselves
in the game.
As has previously been the case this season, the second half proved to be the undoing of the young GW team. St. Bonaventure
went on a 12-0 run early in the second half to
put the Colonials away for good.

For head coach Mike Bozeman, it was
the maturity of St. Bonaventure, and his
team’s lack of it, that led to the defeat.
“I think their maturity started to get
us a little bit, I thought their experience
played a major role in it,” Bozeman said
of St. Bonaventure. “I would say that was
probably not our best effort... That was
the biggest difference, I thought, was the
experience.”
Youth and inexperience have been a
problem for GW all season long. Unlike the
program’s veteran-heavy teams of the past,
these Colonials have been plagued by injuries that have stripped the team of much
of the little experience it had to begin with.
The end result has been a GW team comprised exclusively of freshmen and sophomores. In some games the team played with
as few as seven active players.
Even with the loss, GW still finds itself in decent position to make a run at a
berth in the 12-team A-10 tournament as
the Colonials are currently in a three-way
tie for 10th place.
Bozeman said that as the season begins to wind down, the possibility of
postseason play is a powerful tool for him
to use to keep his team motivated despite
their struggles.
“That’s the goal,” Bozeman said.

“That’s always been the goal, to do what
we need to do to get in the best position
for the Atlantic 10 conference tournament... we get into the tournament, and
it’s anybody’s game then. Who’s to say
we can’t run off a good streak?”
The next two games will be crucial for
the Colonials’ chances for a berth in the
tournament, which will be held in nearby
Upper Marlboro, Md. The team will have
this week off before hosting Fordham Saturday at the Smith Center, one of just two
teams in the conference with a worse record than GW.
Three days later, the Colonials will
host Saint Louis, one of the two teams
with which they are tied. With such important contests coming up and a laundry
list of troubles so far this season, Bozeman said he was confident that the team’s
worst play is behind it.
“I don’t think anything can happen
to us that hasn’t happened this year,”
Bozeman said. “We got caught in the blizzards, we had to walk to the [Duquesne]
game in snow, we’ve had a ton of injuries,
lost three starters to injury, people had to
play out of position. There’s nothing that
should ruffle our feathers right now.”
Saturday’s game against Fordham is
scheduled for 2 p.m. at the Smith Center. u

