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Calling for a judicious judgement
The Hatchet's editorial board urges the JEC to be judi-
cious in SA election violation deliberations. • Page 4

Cupcake wars
Food columnist Remy Tumin dishes on the District's 
best cupcake shops. • Page 7

NEWS NEWS
Student pleads guilty to drug possession charge
Charge stemmed from arrest after October drug raid  
at off-campus townhouse. • Page 3

GW receives $375,000 service-learning grant
Mayor's office gives GW a grant to develop service 
learning at the University. • Page 6

LIFE

Mr. and Miss GW
Longtime couple 
Nicholas Sampogna 
and Eden Sutley 
were crowned Mr. 
and Miss GW at 
Saturday's basketball 
game. 
• Page 5

SPORTSA medal for 
Meyers
GW alumna 
Elana Meyers 
wins bronze 
in Vancouver 
in two-person 
bobsled. 
• Page 10

Lifton clinches SA presidency

Dobson and Maxim go to runoff for 
executive vice presidency

Francis rivera | hatchet photographer
Candidates Jason Lifton, top, Logan Dobson, right, and Rob Maxim, 
above, react to the SA election results Thursday night.

Minority faculty rate 
outpaces national average

The University employs 2 percent 
more minority faculty members than 
the national average, but some schools 
are better at fostering diversity than 
others, according to data from the Of-
fice of Institutional Research.

In the United States, 17 percent of 
full-time higher education professors 
are minorities, and the numbers are 
smaller for tenured and tenure-track 
faculty, according to the American 
Council on Education. As of fall 2008, 
the most recent year for which data is 
available, 19 percent of GW’s full-time 
faculty were minorities, with 4.4 per-
cent being black, 3.6 percent Hispan-
ic, 12 percent Asian, and one Native 
American faculty member, according 
to the Office of Institutional Research.  

Dr. Joel Gomez, a Graduate School 
of Education and Human Develop-
ment professor whose research has in-
cluded diversity, said having a strong 
representation of minority faculty was 
important to creating diversity at the 
University, especially in the student 
body. 

“University life is about intellec-
tual growth and development, and a 
diverse faculty can have students chal-
lenge the assumptions that students 
grew up with and we can help them 
with questioning those assumptions in 

their quest for growing intellectually,” 
Gomez said. At GW, minority profes-
sors comprise a smaller portion of fac-
ulty than do minorities in the student 
body, where 24 percent were minorities 

Junior Jason Lifton won the 
Student Association presidency 
Thursday with 51 percent of the 
vote, but alleged campaign vio-
lations threaten the outcome of 
the election for executive vice 
president.

Juniors Logan Dobson and 
Rob Maxim received the most 
votes in the EVP race, but nei-
ther reached the 40 percent 
threshold required to win – au-
tomatically triggering a runoff. 
But the Joint Elections Commit-
tee said that based on the num-

ber of complaints considered so 
far, Maxim could be disqualified 
if convicted of all penalties filed 
against him. The JEC declined to 
elaborate on the complaints filed 
against Maxim, saying they are 
sealed.

If Maxim is disqualified, EVP 
candidate Jon Binetti, who came 
in third, would take his place. 
Binetti garnered 24.8 percent of 
the vote, while Maxim took 26.3 
percent and Dobson got 27.8 
percent.

The JEC met Friday night to 
consider probable cause on only 
the first half of a “record number 
of complaints” filed during the 

campaign and election period. 
But the JEC will consider the 
rest of the violations Wednesday 
and hold subsequent hearings 
later in the week, meaning the 
number of complaints against 
any of the candidates could rise. 
Complaints for violations must 
be filed within three days of the 
alleged violation, but there is no 
official deadline for submitting 
complaints. 

More than 100 complaints 
have been filed so far, on charges 
that include unauthorized pos-
tering, Facebook group misuse 

by Madeleine Morgenstern
Senior Staff Writer

Despite increased University 
Police Department patrols on the 
west side of campus, a string of 
robberies occurred in the area the 
last week, according to city po-
lice reports and University Crime 
Alerts.

On Tuesday, junior Peter 
Shambora had his cell phone sto-
len around 6 p.m. in an alley near 
his townhouse between 25th and 
26th streets and I and K streets, and 
around an hour earlier, Caroline 
Space, a student at Boston Univer-
sity’s Center for Digital Imaging 
Arts in Georgetown, was robbed of 
her cell phone at the corner of 25th 
and K streets, according to police 
reports. On Wednesday at around 
12:45 p.m., a female student was 
allegedly robbed of her iPhone at 
the corner of 22nd and H streets, 
and around 1:30 a.m. Saturday 
morning, a female was robbed in 
front of Building K on 23rd Street, 
according to University Crime 
Alerts and police reports.

Six robberies have been re-
ported in police service area 207 
in the month of February, accord-
ing to the Metropolitan Police De-

partment’s crime map Web site, 
compared to one in January and 
three in December. Many reported 
incidents have occurred within the 
vicinity of the Foggy Bottom Met-
ro station, and MPD officers have 
repeatedly mentioned the public 
transit stop as a means robbers use 
to flee the area. 

Shambora, who reported be-
ing robbed last Tuesday, said in an 
interview Sunday he was walking 
toward his townhouse talking on 
his cell phone when a male came 
up behind him, put him in a head-
lock and grabbed his phone from 
him. He chased the man as far as 
he could before calling UPD, he 
said.

“[UPD] was real quick about it, 
they got here within five minutes 
of calling them, if that,” Shambora 
said.

Space, who also reported be-
ing robbed Tuesday, said in an in-
terview Sunday that while walk-
ing along K Street talking on her 
phone, she was approached by 
two teenagers, around 15 years 
old, right in front of St. Paul’s Par-
ish. Space said that one of the sus-
pects “ripped my phone out of my 

String of robberies  
reported around campus
by hadas gold
Metro News Editor

See roBBeries: Page6

See sa: Page 6

See Minorities: Page 6

by Madeleine o'connor
Hatchet Staff Writer

It was not necessarily needed as extra moti-
vation, sophomore Tony Taylor said, but perhaps 
it was fitting that GW’s 75-70 win over Charlotte 
Saturday night happened during a homecoming 
game in front of more than 50 alumni represent-
ing all 10 of the school’s past NCAA tournament 
appearances.

It was not a particularly dramatic victory, 
with the Colonials (16-11, 6-8 Atlantic 10) leading 
by nine at halftime and by as many as 18 in the 
second half before the 49ers closed with a burst 
of scoring to give the game its misleadingly close 
final score.

It was not a particularly stunning upset. GW 
entered the game momentarily in 10th place and 
Charlotte in fourth. The Colonials had nearly 
beaten their guests on the road three weeks prior 
and entered the game having won three of four 
contests. Oddsmakers even spotted the 49ers a 
few points.

But Saturday's win might have been a step 

Colonials play 
spoiler against
Charlotte

viktors dindzans | photo editor
Freshman Bryan Bynes scored every one of his 11 points after halftime 
and was one of four Colonials to score in double figures Saturday.

Charlotte 70
GW 75

by dan greene
Sports Editor

See BBall: Page 10

Space questions keep GW 
quiet on SEC cost estimate

The University’s treasurer de-
clined to give an estimate for the Sci-
ence and Engineering Complex in an 
interview with The Hatchet last week, 
saying it is too early in the building’s 
planning stages to provide a potential 
cost for the facility.

Executive Vice President and Trea-
surer Lou Katz declined to name a 
price or ballpark figure for the com-
plex, saying the University has not 
yet determined the ratio between aca-
demic and office space in the building. 
Original costs presented to the Faculty 
Senate in 2008 were between $180 
and $270 million without equipment, 
which would make the SEC the most 
expensive building in University his-
tory.

The University is currently in the 
pre-design phase of the project, de-

termining the type of programming 
that will be held in the building before 
moving forward with cost estimates 
and construction plans, Katz said. Last 
year, Katz said the earliest construc-
tion on the SEC would begin is in the 
first half of 2011.

“It’s very different costs for offices, 
and teaching facilities, and research 
facilities,” Katz said. He added that 
the University will build the shell for 
the entire building, but may not fill 
all of the floors from the start, which, 
he said, would significantly alter the 
project’s estimate.

“Each floor is approximately 50,000 
square feet,” Katz added. “Depending 
on what kind of floor that you want to 
leave vacant, that could be $10 [mil-
lion] to $20 million dollars difference 
in price for each vacant floor, so it de-
pends on a lot of different factors.”

by eMily cahn
Campus News Editor

See sec: Page 8
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SnapShot

Calendar

Video
Senior Prom
Foggy Bottom’s elderly community 
gets down at Senior Prom.

web extra
law professor first to condemn Barry
Report finds former D.C. mayor guilty 
of corruption.

MultiMedia
blog
diggs to play in Israel
Former men’s basketball star Rob Diggs has 
confirmed he will continue to play abroad.

Sarah Scire | Senior News Editor | sscire@gwhatchet.com
Hadas gold | Metro News Editor | hgold@gwhatchet.com
amanda dick | Campus News Editor | amandadick@gwhatchet.com

emily Cahn | Campus News Editor | ecahn@gwhatchet.com 
lauren French | Assistant News Editor | lfrench@gwhatchet.com
amy d’onofrio | Assistant News Editor | adonofrio@gwhatchet.com

univ. mulls expansion of 
Virginia campus

ViktorS dindzanS | pHoto editor
Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., a GW alumnus, speaks with University President Steven Knapp at the men’s basketball game against Charlotte Saturday 
afternoon. The Colonials beat the 49ers by a score of 75-70.

Crossing lines
Watch a screening of “Crossing Lines,” a 
documentary based on Indira Somani’s 
life. After the screening, the filmmaker and 
producer will be on hand to answer questions.
Mount Vernon campus Post Hall | 
7 to 10 p.m.

women’s History Month 
leadership reception
Join GW as the University honors 
female leaders on campus during the 
kickoff for Women’s History Month.  
Strong Hall Piano Lounge |  
7 to 9 p.m.

Monday tueSday
the blind Side
Watch the Oscar-
nominated movie 
starring Sandra 
Bullock. 
Marvin Center Grand 
Ballroom | 8 to 11 p.m.

Challah for Hunger!
Bake challah bread with 
Hillel Sistahood. The group 
will donate proceeds from 
the sale to a local women’s 
charity.
GW Hillel | 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

wedneSday

in brieF

All ThiS AnD More... Now at gwhatchet.comH

The University is considering pur-
chasing another building on the Virginia 
campus in an effort to shift more admin-
istrative offices out of Foggy Bottom, a 
top official said last week.

Executive Vice President and Trea-
surer Lou Katz said the University is 
currently looking into purchasing a 
building on GW’s Ashburn, Va. campus 
to continue the multi-year process of 
moving a majority of the University’s 
administrative offices out of the Uni-
versity’s valuable space in Foggy Bot-
tom. Already, the University has moved 
both the tax and financial aid offices out 
of Foggy Bottom and onto the Virginia 
campus.

The University currently owns four 
buildings on the campus. Last year, the 
University purchased a 70,000 square-
foot, $16.6 million facility, increasing 
the size of the campus by 25 percent. 
Other large buildings located in the 
area include Heckler and Koch, a Ger-
man defense contractor, and a branch of 
Strayer University, a private for-profit 
university.

“We will continue to move more 
of the administrative functions out of 
Foggy Bottom and onto the Virginia 
campus,” Katz said. “It also allows us 
more freedom for how we move people 
around campus. The goal of this is to 
create more research space, more edu-
cational space and more administrative 
space out there.”

Craig Linebaugh, chief academic op-
erating officer at the Virginia campus, 
said he is working with Katz’s office on 
developing a plan to acquire more real 
estate on the campus.

“We are working on a plan for the 
continuing development of the academic 
enterprise at the campus and a plan for 
facilities and amenities is under develop-
ment by the Office of the Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer,” Linebaugh 
said in an e-mail.

Katz said the University is not cer-
tain it will purchase the building, say-
ing that GW is gathering additional in-
formation on the property before they 
make any recommendation to the Board 
of Trustees. The board must approve 
all financial decisions the University 
makes.

“The building that we are currently 
looking at will be office space only,” 
Katz said. “But we are looking at how 
we would configure the space that we 
have currently on the Virginia campus.”

–emily Cahn

2.0news HMarch 1, 2010
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Melissa Gindin couldn’t 
sleep. She was spending 
more and more nights toss-
ing in her bed and wrestling 
with a secret she had known 
since she was five years 
old.  

Finally, at 15, the current 
junior sat up and told her-
self something she had al-
ways known, but never said 
out loud. 

“I’m gay,” she said to 
herself, ending a decade of 
questions and denial. 

For some lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender 
students at GW, the Uni-
versity’s gay-friendly atmo-
sphere is a draw, providing 
a safe environment for stu-
dents who struggled to find 
peace at home. 

In the past, many who 
identify as LGBT felt they 
had to move away from 
home before coming out, 
but younger generations 
are coming out earlier, ac-
cording to recent articles 
published in the New York 
Times and USA Today. Out 
of more than a dozen gay 
students The Hatchet inter-
viewed, nine said they came 
out in high school. Four 
said they are still not out at 
home.

GW does not track the 
number of LGBT students 
on campus – unofficial esti-
mates put the number at one 
in three – but GW was given 
four out of five stars by the 
LGBT-Friendly Campus Cli-
mate Index, a division of 
Campus Pride, for its LGBT 
policies and practices. 

Urban universities of-
ten attract LGBT students, 
Allied in Pride Presi-
dent Michael Komo said. 
“Universities in Metro areas 
tend to be more progres-
sive,” Komo said. “When 
I was  looking for colleges, 
I looked for schools that 
were progressive, that had 
resource centers and had a 
gay-friendly community.”

For Gindin, her coming-
out process spanned over a 
decade. 

“I was five, I didn’t 
know what gay was,” she 

said. “I was in tremendous 
denial for about 10 years.” 

At home in Brooklyn, 
Gindin said she dressed 
more femininely, but after 
graduation, when she was 
coming to college, she cut 
her hair short. Originally 
she went to the University 
of Massachusetts but trans-
ferred because Amherst was 
“too conservative.” GW, she 
said, is very gay-friendly, 
with an active gay-male 
community, though she not-
ed the female community is 
often small and “forgotten.” 

Freshman Markia Lee 
agreed with Gindin’s senti-
ment that GW was a gay-
friendly University.

“I found my identify 
at GW,” she said. “I’m so 
proud now and so want-
ing to talk about it. When I 
came to GW everything be-
came focused.” 

At GW, Gindin is a mem-
ber of Alpha Phi Omega and 
the College Democrats. She 
interned on Capitol Hill 
and does advocacy work for 
Allied in Pride, where she 
meets with administrators 
and lobbies for gender-neu-
tral housing and an LGBT 
minor.  

This advocacy is im-
portant for Gindin. While 
she does not want to spend 
her life working solely on 
LGBT issues, Gindin said 
sometimes people typecast 
gay women – she does not 
like the term lesbian – into 

masculine roles. This is an 
issue that personally affects 
Gindin, as she does not like 
make-up and feels “uncom-
fortable in dresses.” 

“I am a woman, I want 

to be a woman,” she said. 
“But, I don’t think women 
have to wear make-up or 
dresses. I don’t think you 
need to confine yourself 
into this stereotype.”  

She said that often in 
lines, when a cashier or 
barista at Starbucks is ad-
dressing customers as "sir" 
or "ma'am," “they are going 
to call me sir.”

“I’ve adjusted to it re-
ally well. I’ve come to terms 
with it,” Gindin said. “It’s a 
choice that I make and I ac-
cept the consequences.” 

She added, “Sometimes 
my friends have no idea 
how to handle it, though.” 

Gindin is "out" at school 
and at home. When she 
came to term with her sex-
uality, she reached out to 
her parents, grandparents 
and friends, slowly telling 
them. It was something they 
weren’t surprised to hear, 

she said.
Still, some gay men and 

women – particularly those 
from conservative back-
grounds – can find coming 
out difficult. For students 
still struggling with being 
open about their identity, 
GW's LGBT resource cen-
ter hopes to begin “Coming 
Out 101” classes. 

Komo said the "Coming 
Out" sessions are designed 
to help students transition 
in college.

“We have students that 
come from almost every 
state and from all around 
the world who didn’t al-
ways have a supportive 
environment or... role mod-
els,” Komo said. “We want 
to show them how to come 
out in a safe environment.” 

A sophomore student, 
who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity, said he is out 
to some friends at home, but 

most of his family does not 
know he is gay.  

He grew up in a conser-
vative household, in which 
his parents, both Catholic, 
touted religion and family 
values. 

“I was brought up to 
believe that homosexual-
ity was a disease,” he said. 
“So when I first started feel-
ing these things, I thought 
something was wrong with 
me.” 

His first same-sex physi-
cal relationship was fueled 
by curiosity and alcohol, 
and started a string of un-
healthy relationships that 
were hidden at his all-Cath-
olic high school. 

“I would see the person 
I was dating at school and 
I never knew if they were 
mad at me, or if they were 
just ignoring me because 
we were at school. That was 
hard,” he said. “I finally 

went to a counselor, who 
told me, ‘Nothing is wrong 
with you.’ ” 

After seeing the state-
sponsored counselor, 
his parents sent him to a 
“straight-shrink,” a non-
licensed therapist who spe-
cializes in convincing ho-
mosexuals that “something 
in our past made us gay,” 
the student said.  

“It really hurt my rela-
tionship with my parents 
because they sat in this 
room, watching this guy dig 
into me and they did noth-
ing,” he said.  

Whereas his home life 
has been constrictive and at 
times combative, he said his 
life at GW is a “relief.” 

“GW is a huge improve-
ment... it allowed me to get 
level-headed,” he said. “It’s 
not like the rest of the coun-
try and I didn’t know places 
like these existed.” u

by LaureN FreNch  
Assistant News Editor

For LGBT students, University provides safe haven

chris GreGory | assistaNt Photo editor
Freshman Marika Lee said she found her identity at GW. Many students who identify as LGBT say that GW's gay-friendly environment helps 
them feel welcome and comfortable in their own skin.

One of the five students 
charged after a drug raid at a 
Foggy Bottom townhouse last 
semester pled guilty to one 
count of possession of mari-
juana last week.

Senior Brett Reisman 
changed his plea from not 
guilty to guilty at a Feb. 25 D.C. 
Superior Court hearing that 
had been delayed due to snow-
storms earlier in February. 

Reisman, 21, was origi-
nally charged with possession 
of marijuana with intent to 
distribute and possession of 
drug paraphernalia after be-
ing arrested along with four 
other students in October. His 
attorney, Christopher Casey, 
told Judge Florence Pan at 
the hearing that Reisman was 
pleading guilty to one count 
of possession of marijuana, 
but the other charge of intent 
to distribute a controlled sub-
stance was dismissed accord-
ing to the terms of the plea.

At the hearing, Reisman 
was sentenced to one year 
probation, including 40 hours 
of community service to be 
completed within the first six 
months. Casey said after the 
hearing that if Reisman com-
pletes all the terms of the pro-
bation, the judge will dismiss 
all the charges.

In December, Casey said 
he and his client would not 
pursue a plea deal unless the 
charges were amended.

“The government agreed 
not to pursue the posses-

sion with intent to distribute 
charge. Frankly, there was no 
evidence to support it,” Casey 
said. “We’re pleased with the 
result.”

The other four students 
arrested in the raid pled not 
guilty to their charges in the 
fall and remain co-defendants 
in the case. A trial is set for 
March 29. 

Senior Dennis Perales was 
arrested during the Oct. 30 
raid for possession of cocaine. 
He faces one charge of unlaw-
ful possession of a controlled 
substance. Seniors Russell 
Dubin and Jared Cobert have 
been charged with possession 
of marijuana and drug para-
phernalia, and James Dono-
ghue, also a senior, has been 
charged with possession of 
marijuana with intent to dis-
tribute, possession of cocaine 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia.

At a status hearing in De-
cember, plea offers of undis-
closed terms were offered to 
all of the students, but prose-
cutors gave a Jan. 11 deadline 
to take deals.

When Metropolitan Police 
Department officers executed 
a search warrant Oct. 30, of-
ficers found $1,171 in cash, 
three plastic bags of a sub-
stance that tested positive for 
cocaine, about 160 grams of 
marijuana, a scale, and plastic 
baggies, according to police 
reports and court documents. 
Court filings state officers 
also confiscated a grey safe, 
a ledger, multiple pipes, cell 
phones, and IDs. u

Student pleads 
guilty to possession
by amy d'oNoFrio
Assitant News Editor

Hospital to build two operating rooms 

Long wait times and a 
dire need for more operat-
ing space have prompted 
GW Hospital to add an 
additional two operating 
rooms on its second floor, a 
hospital spokeswoman said 
last week.

The hospital’s director 
of marketing, Lisa McDon-
ald, said the first phase of 
the construction is current-
ly in progress and will cost 
approximately $10 million 
to complete. The renova-

tions are being funded by 
Universal Health Services, 
which owns and operates 
GW Hospital.

McDonald said the hos-
pital’s new rooms will be 
located on the second floor 
of the hospital, near the 
existing operating rooms. 
GW Hospital is also reno-
vating the post-anesthesia 
unit (PACU), attempting 
to make more room for 
both pre-operative and 
post-operative patients un-
dergoing anesthesia. Due 
to the construction of the 
rooms, an intensive care 
unit will be moved to the 
sixth floor.

The hospital has be-
come incredibly backed 
up due to an increase in 
demand for surgery and 
surgical procedures – from 
2005 to 2009 the number of 

surgical cases increased an 
average of 4.9 percent each 
year, McDonald said. The 
hospital hopes the new op-
erating rooms will reduce 
the waiting times. 

“GW has experienced 
a growth in surgical proce-
dures and it is essential to 
create additional space to 
accommodate the surgeons 
on our medical staff,” Mc-
Donald said.

While the construction 
is happening, the hospital 
will continue to utilize the 
operating space in the main 
hospital, the hospital’s 
chief operating officer Kim-
berly Russo said at an ANC 
meeting last April. In addi-
tion to the operating rooms 
available in the main hos-
pital, GW operates an Am-
bulatory Surgery Center, 
which is located near 22nd 

and L streets and consists 
of three operating rooms 
and two procedure rooms. 

“As expected, a large 
portion of the outpatient 
or same-day surgical pro-
cedures previously per-
formed at the main hos-
pital are now performed 
at the ASC,” McDonald 
said. "However, any sur-
gical procedure requiring 
an overnight stay must be 
performed at the main hos-
pital.”

Hitt Contracting, Inc., 
the company managing the 
construction, confirmed 
that the construction will 
take about 12 to 18 months 
and began in January.

McDonald said the con-
struction is “entirely an in-
terior project” and that they 
“do not anticipate noise out-
side the hospital.” u

Wait times, lack 
of space prompts 
construction

JustDance

micheLLe rattiNGer | assistaNt Photo editor
Gloria Baker, 67, breakdances at Senior Prom on Sunday. The event's theme was Mardi Gras, and it included music, dancing, food, and 
other performances. In addition, a prom king and queen were crowned. SEE VIDEO AND STORY ONLINE AT GWHATCHET.COM

"I was five, I didn't know 
what gay was. I was in 
tremendous denial for 

about ten years."

Melissa Gindin
Junior 

by samaNtha stoNe  
Hatchet Reporter

Two GW students 
studying at the GW Latin 
America study center in 
Santiago, Chile are safe and 
accounted for after the 8.8 
magnitude earthquake in 
Chile Saturday, according 
to a University statement.

Two more students were 
supposed to leave for Chile 
this coming week, but their 
departure from the United 
States will be delayed, Uni-
versity spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard said.

The epicenter of the 
earthquake was 70 miles 
northeast of Concepcion 
and 200 miles southwest 
of Santiago. According to 
an Associated Press story 
on Sunday, the earthquake 

has killed at least 708 peo-
ple.

“The George Wash-
ington University extends 
heartfelt condolences to the 
people of Chile affected by 
Saturday’s earthquake,” 
President Knapp said in a 
statement Saturday.

The University will 
continue to monitor devel-
opments in the aftermath 
of the earthquake and will 
determine if other mem-
bers of the GW community 
have been affected, the 
statement said.

GW Latin America’s 
primary host institution in 
Santiago is the Universidad 
de Chile.

–amanda dick

Gw students in chile are safe

Happy Birthday to Hadas!
You are The Hatchet's GOLD standard.
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Quotable
"If we just sat on our asses 

all the time, the world would be 

a god-awful place and life is too 

short."

 – Dr. allida black, project 

director and editor of The Eleanor 

Roosevelt Papers.

Affordability and personal finance

No nose goes
by Brian tratner

Affordability and personal 
finance go hand-in-hand 
at GW.

In our time here at GW, we 
have seen the University's admin-
istration usher in 
a series of bold 
initiatives to ad-
dress the issue of 
affordability. Ini-
tiatives such as 
fixed tuition for 
freshmen and 
additional offerings of need-based 
aid for all students exist because 
of key departments such as the 
Office of Student Financial Assis-
tance and the Office of Develop-
ment and Alumni Programs. Their 
diligent efforts seek to combat the 
everyday reality of students and 
their families struggling to pay for 
a private university education as 
well as the fundamental cost-driv-
ers behind the ever-rising “price 
tag” of a college degree. 

This op-ed is not intended 
to tell us what we already know: 
Despite the University’s unri-
valed commitments to overall 
affordability, attending school at 
GW is still an expensive endeav-
or. As current graduate students 
and administrators, we seek to 
highlight the microeconomic im-
portance of singular personal fi-
nancial responsibility.  

More than ever, Americans, 
both young and old, have been 
forced to rethink unsustainable 
spending and consumption hab-
its. The events witnessed in the 
aftermath of the financial crises 
of 2008 left virtually no major in-
dustry or household unaffected. 

Tough decisions had to be made 
by parents and lending agencies 
that changed potential Colonials 
into state college students. Now 
that there is some semblance of 

a recovery oc-
curring, it is 
important that 
we continue 
to heed the les-
sons learned. 
Individuals 
like us – young 

adults - must educate ourselves 
about financial literacy.

Recently, The Hatchet has 
been vigilant in covering aspects 
of financial literacy. It has covered 
topics like the cost of living for 
GW freshmen; managing money 
in a post-grad life; and managing 
credit in the real world. Though 
not the sexiest topic, financial 
literacy is a universal issue that 
affects nearly all college students 
from all socioeconomic back-
grounds. It’s no secret that credit 
card agencies feast on newly eli-
gible and credit-worthy students 
with misleading language that 
eventually leads to mountains of 
debt that takes years to come out 
of. It is not enough to be culpably 
gullible!  

Young adults must begin to 
exercise discretion and restraint, 
and be proactive in making the 
right decisions when it comes 
to credit and, more broadly, our 
personal finances. GW’s admin-
istration can do more to educate 
its students about the benefits of 
financial literacy. Today, GW, in 
partnership with WETA public 
broadcast, will host “Your Life, 

Your Money.” The event, co-spon-
sored by HSBC Bank, will feature 
a partial documentary screening 
followed by an interactive panel 
exchange with experts from the 
financial industry and media. We 
would like to encourage as many 

students as possible to attend. 
Besides the prizes and financial 
incentive (yes, real money!) that 
will be given to attendees, this 
is an opportunity to come out to 
learn and discuss one of the most 
pressing issues of our time. It is 
rare when the priorities for GW 
students, the administration and 
campus media align to highlight 
such a relevant issue. We believe 
the “Your Life, Your Money" 
event is one of these occasions. 

For more information about 
the “Your Life, Your Money” 
event and for FREE registration, 
please visit http://yourlifeyour-
moneygw.eventbrite.com/.

- Charles Basden is the coordi-
nator of SASS Strategic Initiatives 
and a master of public administra-
tion candidate. Matthew Cohen is 

also a coordinator of SASS Strategic 
Initiatives and a master of business 

administration candidate.

After a frustratingly unpro-
ductive term of service, 
the Student Association’s 

Dining Services Commission chair 
Kim Neu stepped down from her 
position in December of last year. 
After failed attempts to extend 
dinning hours and introduce mod-
est weekend hours, Neu walked 
away from her position. Her single 
improvement to J Street was the 
addition of a microwave. Hardly 
change I can believe in. 

But in reality, the issues with J 
Street don't stem from Kim Neu. At 
last Monday’s Hatchet-SA Debate, 
candidates mentioned vacant Stu-
dent Association seats that people 
are just not willing to fill. Right 
now, the DSC chair position falls 
into that category. For J Street to 
get any real improvements in food 
quality, hours or price, GW needs 
to take its business from Sodexo 
and seek another, more flexible 
food supplier.

Students complain about the 
insufficient opening hours of J 
Street, its outrageously high pric-
ing (I have purchased salads for 
$10), and its lack of food variety. 
Unfortunately, the hours J Street 
operates must comply with its 
contract with Sodexo, and I doubt 
we'll see a reduction in prices any 
time soon. Food variety seems the 
only flexible category, and while 
2008 saw the addition of nine 
GWorld vendors, when I eat at J 
Street, my choices seem to remain 
salad, junk food or peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwiches. Sodexo 
needs to go.

J Street is not a student din-
ing plan, nor is it a student din-
ing hall, but a highly lucrative 
Sodexo business. The real outrage 
is that this Sodexo food court is 
disguised as a benefit to students, 
and included in everybody’s bill! 
Each freshman must pay $1,400 
per year to the program, while 
sophomores are required to pay 
$500. Based on GW's enrollment, 
that guarantees Sodexo revenues 
of roughly $4,750,000 at mini-
mum! The one power consumers 
possess is where they choose to 
spend their money, but at GW, we 
don't seem to have that luxury. 

As an alternative to Sodexo, 
GW should follow University of 
North Carolina’s Chapel Hill’s 
superior meal plan and use Ara-
mark as its food service provider. 
I know students at UNC who say 
they couldn't be more satisfied 
with their meal plan, in which 
a fee is paid per semester which 
sets a specific number of meals 
per week, with an “all-you-care-
to-eat” policy. Unlike GW, where 
J Street charges by the ounce for 
specific amounts of food per meal, 
UNC charges an entrance fee per 
meal based on the amount of 
meals purchased in the meal plan. 
Whether one eats more or less is 
up to the student. This is the clas-
sic meal plan for college students, 
a far cry from J Street’s food-court 
policy.

Unfortunately, GW and So-
dexo agreed on a 10-year contract 
of operation as of 2006. If GW can-
not find a way out of this contract, 
then we must come to peace with 
Sodexo’s policies and J Street’s in-
adequacies until the next chance 
to change them.

-The writer is a sophomore 
majoring in history.

Seek 
another 

food 
supplier

Personal finances more important for students than ever

Peter Horan

Charles Basden
&

Matthew Cohen

Letters to the editor

Something missing in  
GW's elections

Can it be that GW has run out of tools? 
I asked myself this question while perus-
ing The Hatchet’s 2010 election coverage. In 
a school noted for its political activism, the 
dearth of candidates stirred up strong disap-
pointment in my alma mater. (Even more so 
when I read the article regarding a Greek-
dominated election; as a proud non-Greek 
for three years, I know we’re better than 
that.)

Don’t get me wrong – the politicking and 
bureaucracy endemic through the SA de-
serve to be considered and censured. Now 
that I have had the opportunity to observe 
student government elections at another 
university, I was shocked and appalled by 
the general civility and absence of under-
handed sabotage of candidates here. (“What, 
you mean the people don’t end up bloody 
after postering?!”) However, these criticisms 
give credence to the unique environment of 
GW: a student body that soared beyond the 
traditional expectations of extracurricular 

involvement. Some of my fondest and most 
fun memories of GW are invoked by allega-
tions of corruption, powerhouse slates and 
mentally screaming obscenities at the JEC.

Accordingly, The Hatchet’s (otherwise 
well-reasoned) endorsements failed in one 
critical aspect. In distinguishing among the 
paltry pool of candidates, it neglected to ad-
dress whether the scarcity of presidential-
wannabes indicates a detrimental shift in 
GW activism and pride. School spirit, al-
though currently strong, will never rival a 
state school. But the SA elections, and par-
ticipation as a candidate, are something that 
makes GW unique. While I think either of 
the two candidates would make a great exec-
utive, it was often elections with four or five 
students that produced the best president 
or, at least, the best campaign season experi-
ence. And an unopposed PB chair? Horrors.

While it’s too late to do anything now, I 
encourage all eligible undergraduates to in-
volve themselves next year. Catchy slogans, 
obnoxious voter solicitation, arriving at pos-
tering in fencing uniform – I’d go back in a 
second if I could.

-The writer, Hayley Haldeman, is a 2009 
Elliott School graduate.

balancing power
Before America held its first election, 

the great American pamphleteer Thomas 
Paine wrote, “the balance of power is the 
scale of peace.” It would be wise for the 
Joint Elections Committee to remember 
this as they delve into campaign violations 
hearings. In the past, the JEC has been fa-
natical in its application of the rules, and 
we call on this year’s committee to follow 
the spirit of the rules, rather than maintain 
its record of zealotry.

This year’s Student Association elec-
tions have left the JEC with a record number 
of violations to sort through. Speculation is 
running wild as to who could potentially 
be kicked off the ballot, and almost every 
presidential or executive vice presidential 
candidate has had violations filed against 
him or her so far. This sentiment is symp-
tomatic of the underlying problem with the 
way JEC has done business in recent years. 
People now expect the JEC to be unreason-
able and injudicious when evaluating cam-
paign violations, especially after last year’s 
election in which presidential candidate 
Kyle Boyer was kicked off the ballot partly 
for misreporting the fair market value of a 
friend’s car.

There is a distinct difference between 
the letter of the law and the spirit of it. In 
the past, the JEC has gotten too comfortable 
in using the letter as an excuse to ignore 
the spirit of these rules. For a school that 
obsesses over political minutiae, it is to be 
expected that our student body campaigns 
are highly scrutinized. But adding this to 
the difficulties of enforcing rules over so-
cial networking sites like Facebook creates 
a dangerous combination. It seems that this 
has driven the committee into a power trip 
in the past, when they used overreaching 
interpretations of the law.

The consequence of these extremist 
methods is a prolonged election process, 
and the disqualification of candidates who 
ran relatively law-abiding campaigns. This 
is especially troubling when candidates are 
penalized for violations in which they per-
sonally had no involvement or opportunity 
to prevent. There is some responsibility on 
the part of the candidates to make sure that 
supporters are running a fair campaign. 
But if the JEC decides to take issue with 
every minor incident, the spirit of the rules 
is crushed.

It is probably a shock to most students 
that there have been, and may continue to 
be, such lengthy judicial proceedings fol-
lowing SA elections. Most students' only 
experience with the campaign season 
comes from shaking hands with candidates 
in Kogan Plaza and eating some free candy 
on the way to class. If you asked them to 
name campaign violations or unfair prac-
tices they witnessed, we expect they would 
be hard pressed to answer. The fact that the 
JEC has, in the past, pulled students from 
the ballot in the absence of serious cam-
paign violations is indicative of an enforce-
ment body that has gone too far.

We wholeheartedly believe that cam-
paigns should have laws; that any viola-
tions should be fairly investigated; and 
guilty candidates should face sanctions. 
But the interpretations of the law should 
not stretch to such extremes that the in-
tent of rules are lost, to the detriment of 
everybody on campus. It deters potential 
candidates from running, and results in 
qualified candidates being disqualified for 
innocuous incidents. This year, we appeal 
to the JEC to find a better way.

We call on this year’s committee 
to follow the spirit of the rules, 

rather than maintain its record of 
zealotry.

Young adults must begin 
to exercise discretion and 

restraint in addition to 
being proactive in making 
the right decisions when 

it comes to credit.

debate within the political science realm about whether the field is a “science” in the true 
sense of the word. The dispute highlights an important distinction between “hard” and 
“soft” sciences. Traditionally, hard science research –  work on cancer, for example – 
has gotten significantly more funding than research in social science fields. The disparity 
is not necessarily a bad one; a major benefit of social science research is its lower cost. 
But to completely cut funding for a soft science, like most political science research, 

Have an opinion about 
one of our columns?

 H

letters@gwhatchet.com
Send a letter to the editor



Despite recently announced dras-
tic cuts to NASA, GW’s Space Policy 
Institute will continue to encourage the 
exploration of the universe and poli-
cies that govern space discovery, Scott 
Pace, director of the institute, said.  

In response to pervasive concerns 
about the recession as well as the fed-
eral budget deficit, President Barack 
Obama announced last week that 
among the proposed cuts he detailed, 
the NASA Constellation Program 
would be shut down completely. Ac-
cording to the White House’s Office of 
Science and Technology Web site, the 
original goal of the constellation project 
was to bring humans back to the moon 
by the year 2020. But complications 
emerged with the program’s shuttles, 
and the program has been deemed 
“unachievable under any budget” by 
White House officials.

Instead, the administration hopes 
for NASA to direct its focus to Earth 
science ventures and, more controver-
sially, to fund commercial companies 
in rocket construction, officials said. 

Pace, the director of GW's Space 
Policy Institute – a research and policy 
program as part of the Center for In-
ternational Science and Technology 
Policy in GW’s Elliott School of Inter-

national Affairs – said in an interview 
that while these commercial rockets 
are not in theory a poor idea, commer-
cialized tests have yet to demonstrate 
the ability of commercial spaceships to 
carry humans on these launches.

“We need a government launch 
option until the commercial crew sys-
tems are proven to work,” Pace said.

At stake, he said, is the United 
States’ access to the International Space 
Station. If the commercial system is 
unreliable and there is no government 
program to supply spacecraft, the 
United States will have no access to the 
International Space Station. Pace said 
that since the space shuttle program 
is being retired in the coming year, the 
only dependable method of getting 
the United States to the space station 
would be through the Russian space 
program.  

There are also larger political im-
plications to potentially severing the 
country’s access to the International 
Space Station.

“The International Space Station 
is possibly the largest, most complex 
international scientific cooperative 
effort to date,” Pace said. “The im-
pact of its loss, as well as the loss of 
American superiority in space, will 
no doubt be debated as the House 
and Senate contemplate Obama’s 
proposed changes.” u
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A longtime couple — senior 
Nicholas Sampogna and junior 
Eden Sutley — were crowned Mr. 
and Miss GW for their Colonial 
spirit at the homecoming basketball 
game Saturday. 

The 2010 Mr. and Miss GW, who 
have been dating for more than 
two years, were announced during 
the homecoming game where the 
men’s basketball team ultimately 
won over Charlotte. The candidates 
for Mr. and Miss GW - who also 
included juniors Jessica Gordon 
and Xochitl Sanchez, and seniors 
Brian Engel, Kyle Boyer and Shakir 
Cannon-Moye - were anonymously 
nominated and voting was held on-
line.

Sutley and Sampogna received 
a $150 gift card provided by Colo-

nial Challenge, a certificate, and 
caricature drawing during their 
coronation.

Sampogna said he knew the 
other participants, and it was an 
honor to win and represent the 
University.

“People often forget about how 
excited they were when they first 
came to GW, like at CI. It showed 
them how great the University is 
and how lucky they are to be here,” 
Sampogna said.

Sutley said Homecoming Week 
is a chance for students to “take a 
break from school and put their en-
ergy into school pride.”

“It was a really fun experience 
and fun to do with other nomi-
nees because I’m good friends with 
them,” Sutley said about being 
nominated for Miss GW. “It was 
an exciting game and we won. The 
basketball alumni were there too 
and I am glad to be a part of it.” 

The pair have a long list of cam-
pus leadership positions to their 
name. Sutley is the former presi-
dent of Delta Gamma and a current 
GPS guide; she also served as a CI 
staffer. Sampogna was on Colonial 
Cabinet and is the former president 

of Pi Kappa Alpha. 
“I voted for both of them because 

they both embody the spirit and what 
the contest was about. They both 
are passionate about the University 
and care for it,” said Jake Miner, a 
sophomore in the Elliott School and 
a member of Pi Kappa Alpha. 

Cecilia Matrone, a sophomore 
in the Business School, said she 
knows the winners and said they 
are both committed to spirit at GW.

“Nicky is one of the most spir-
ited people that I know,” Matrone 
said. 

Sanchez, whose unsuccessful 
bid for the Student Association 
presidency ended Thursday, said 
she thinks she was nominated be-
cause she is “involved on campus 
so people see what I’m about. I have 
a lot to give back to the University 
and a lot of school spirit.”

Finalists were officially an-
nounced at George Washington’s 
Birthday Bonfire on Monday, Feb. 
22. Students were able to vote on-
line on the GW Spirit Web site all 
week.

For Gordon, one of the Miss GW 
nominees, Homecoming Week and 
the contest set up by the GW Spirit 

Program are “wonderful ideas” 
that contribute to GW spirit.

“I can really see a difference 
from when I was a freshman to 
now, from the GMU vs. GW basket-
ball game, to Homecoming Week, 

to the contest,” she said.
More than 30 former basketball 

players representing six decades 
came to the game and were intro-
duced during halftime of the home-
coming basketball game. u

Mr. and Miss GW crowned at homecoming game

by Dimple mirchaNDaNi  
Hatchet Reporter

Viktors DiNzDaNs | photo eDitor
Senior Nicky Sampogna, far left, and junior Eden Sutley, far right, were crowned 
Mr. and Miss GW at Saturday's homecoming basketball game. 

Space institute carries on despite NASA budget cuts

marie mcgrory | hatchet photographer
Scott Pace, director of GW's Space Policy Institute, stands next to an enlarged photo of a footprint on the moon. The SPI will 
continue its work, Pace said, even after Obama cut NASA's back-to-moon program.

Longtime couple 
crowned for their 
Colonial spirit

by sally BehaN
Hatchet Reporter



GW received a $375,000 
grant from Mayor Adrian 
Fenty’s Serve D.C. pro-
gram for service learning, 
according to a University 
news release sent out ear-
lier this month. 

The University will re-
ceive the money in $125,000 
installments over the next 
three years, and GW will 
dedicate its own fund-
ing toward service learn-
ing initiatives, Jacqueline 
Hackett, a presidential ad-
ministrative fellow for the 
Center of Civic Engage-
ment and Public Service, 
said in an e-mail. George-

town and the University 
of the District of Columbia 
are also grant recipients.

“The new grant part-
nership between the Uni-
versity and the District of 
Columbia through Serve 
D.C. encourages students 
to become more engaged 
in the D.C. community and 
more aware of the needs of 
local agencies while also 
increasing students’ abil-
ity to put their knowledge 
into action,” Paul Duff, 
associate dean of the Co-
lumbian College of Arts 
and Sciences, said in the 
release.

Hackett said the mon-
ey is from Learn and 
Serve America, a program 
housed at the Corporation 
for National and Commu-
nity Service, that supports 
service-learning programs 
in schools and community 
organizations throughout 
the United States.

“The Office of Com-

munity Service is thrilled 
about the Serve D.C./
Learn and Serve America 
grant since funding will 
support service-learning 
efforts that OCS has been 
promoting for many years, 
as well as some exciting 
new service-learning ini-
tiatives,” said the director 
of the Office of Communi-
ty Service, Timothy Kane. 

The grant will help fac-
ulty create service-learn-
ing courses. Faculty whose 
course proposals are cho-
sen will receive a stipend 
of $2,500. The course pro-
posals are now under the 
review of a faculty selec-
tion committee.

“Creating a new class 
requires much time and 
effort, and creating a ser-
vice-learning course can 
be even more time con-
suming because you need 
to coordinate with outside 
organizations/community 
partners to coordinate ser-

vice opportunities for stu-
dents,” Hackett said.

The money will also al-
low the University to hire 
up to eight students, “who 
will assist in the develop-
ment, classroom conduct, 
reflection, and evaluation 
of service learning at the 
University,” Hackett said.

Hackett said the grant 
will also fund two new 
professional positions at 
the University: a part-
time faculty mentor who 
will offer support to those 
working on the design of 
the service-learning course 
curriculum, and one full-
time public service scholar 
coordinator.

Hackett said the May-
or ’s Office on Volunteer-
ism approached GW to be 
one of three institutions 
to apply for this grant, 
and that they worked with 
representatives of GW to 
submit a proposal to Learn 
and Serve America. u
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Univ. gets service-learning grant
$375,000 will 
be matched by 
the University
by KatheriNe estabrooK
Hatchet Reporter

in 2008, according to the Office 
of Institutional Research.

Of the University’s various 
schools, the full-time faculty in 
the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science is the most 
diverse, with 25 percent of in-
structors representing a minor-
ity. The School of Public Health 
and Human Services is one of 
the least diverse, with a 9.5 per-
cent minority, according to Of-
fice of Institutional Research fig-
ures. Of the 42 full-time SPHHS 
faculty in 2008, two were Asian 
and two were Hispanic.

SPHHS Interim Dean Jo-
sef Reum, however, said those 
numbers would increase signif-
icantly if part-time and research 
faculty were included.  

“I believe faculty from all of 
our disciplines, and from every 
rank, and every classification 
are here because they believe in 
the work of public health. They 
make a difference each and ev-
ery day in how we do work and 
the richness of our shared expe-
rience is of benefit to all,” Reum 
said in an e-mail.  

Gomez said University 
President Steven Knapp is on 
the right track, having made 
diversity a priority with his an-
nouncement earlier this month 
of the President’s Council on 
Diversity and Inclusion and a 
new administrative position - 
the associate provost for diver-
sity and inclusion.

“Having a faculty that re-
flects the diversity of America, 
and indeed of the world, is one 
of the best ways we can show 
prospective students that di-
versity is something we truly 
value and embrace,” University 
President Steven Knapp said in 
an e-mail.

Gomez said GSEHD stu-
dents actively seek a diverse 
learning environment. He said 
he is “spoiled” by his GW ex-
perience because he believes 
that many GSEHD students in 
particular choose the school for 
its proximity to international re-
sources in D.C. and also appreci-
ate a faculty with diverse inter-
national experiences and values. 
Sixteen percent full-time faculty 
of the GSEHD are minorities.

The Elliott School of Inter-
national Affairs has a 13 per-
cent minority faculty, and that 
number has increased over the 
past several years, said Barbara 
Miller, Elliott School associate 
dean for faculty affairs.

“The Elliott School believes 
that it is extremely important to 
hire minority and international 

faculty because they provide 
enriched classroom experiences 
for our students,” Miller said.

The Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences has a 19 per-
cent minority faculty, which is 
an important part of creating a 
21st century learning commu-
nity at GW, said Peg Barratt, the 
school’s dean.

“The rich diversity of back-
grounds of the faculty in Colum-
bian College of Arts and Science 
clearly enriches our student’s 
learning and our community,” 
Barratt said.

Gomez also said that suc-
cess for students in an increas-
ingly global society depends 
upon exposure to “a diversity 
of thought, lifestyles, customs, 
and traditions,” and that uni-
versities should take part in that 
exposure.

“We had better get our act 
together because we are going 
to be living in a colorful soci-
ety,” Gomez said, referring to 
the fact that Hispanics are the 
fastest growing population in 
the United States.

Gomez said that the most 
important thing a university 
can do to attract a more diverse 
faculty is to publicly value di-
versity.

“That sends out a signal to 
students and that sends out a 
signal to faculty, and that sends 
out a signal to the larger soci-
ety and professors who may 
be interested in working here,” 
Gomez said. u

and dorm-storming violations.
According to the JEC Char-

ter, if a candidate accumulates six 
or more election violations, they 
can be disqualified. Last year, 
then-Executive Vice President 
Kyle Boyer was removed from 
the runoff election for president 
after accumulating too many 
violations.

As of Friday night’s meet-
ing, neither Lifton nor Binetti 
had received any complaints, 
and Dobson had received two, 
Chervinsky said. EVP candidate 
Josh Goldstein, who finished 
fourth, received enough to be 
disqualified had he won, and 
presidential candidate Xochitl 
Sanchez received enough to be 
disqualified twice, JEC chairman 
Jake Chervinsky said.

The JEC will hold hearings 
on the first half of the violations 
Monday and Tuesday, during 
which candidates may testify in 
their own defense. 

Despite the record number 
of complaints, Chervinsky said 
he was pleased with the overall 
election process. About 4,100 
students voted in the presiden-
tial race, up from about 3,950 last 
year.      

“We’re proud of the voter 
turnout, but we’re disappointed 
with the number of complaints 
that were filed,” Chervinsky 
said.      

Maxim criticized the vio-
lations process and said he 

planned to fight the charges 
brought against him.       

“These charges are a perfect 
example of the rules that inhibit 
the SA, particularly when they 
keep the candidates that the 
students chose off of the ballot,” 
Maxim said. 

The election results were an-
nounced Thursday night in the 
Marvin Center in front of a large 
crowd of candidates and their 
friends. When the vote for presi-
dent was announced, Lifton’s 
supporters hoisted him into the 
air, cheering and reciting Sigma 
Chi chants.      

“After a clearly success-
ful year, after a bunch of things 
were accomplished, the students 
said what they wanted,” Lifton, 
the SA’s current executive vice 
president, said. “I will continue 
fighting for students, advocating 
and doing what we’ve been do-
ing all year.”      

The JEC’s announcement 
that joke candidate Steve Holt 
actually received enough votes 
to win a Senior Class Council 
seat was greeted with cheers and 
laughs. Holt, a fictional character 
on the television series “Arrested 
Development,” is also in a three-
way tie for a Marvin Center Gov-
erning Board graduate seat.      

The JEC noted in the final 
results on their Web site that 
they do not believe Steve Holt is 
an actual person. As such, both 
seats could require runoff elec-
tions.

If a Steve Holt were to come 
forward as a real GW student, 
it would be “a hilarious turn of 
events,” Chervinsky said. u

hand” while the other held her 
back from fighting. 

“At the end, they were kind 
of antagonizing me and entic-
ing me to chase after them,” 
Space said, adding that she did 
not run after them.

Both Shambora and Space 
said that although they were 
robbed, they will only make 
minor changes to the way they 
travel around D.C. Both said 
they are much more aware of 
what is going on, and Space 
said she is going to try and not 
talk on her phone while walk-
ing along the street.

“Since [the robbery] I’ve 
become a lot more hyper-aware 

of what’s going around me,” 
Shambora said.

Shambora said that these 
crimes are an inherent part of 
living in the city.

“Short of having a UPD 
officer at the corner of every 
block, there’s really not much 
they can do,” he said. “I’m not 
sure all the criticism of UPD... is 
really fair. It really is a guerrilla 
crime.” 

Space said while the crime 
was startling, she was more 
shocked by the young age of 
the robbers.

“I was just really sad that 
these two young kids felt the 
need to do something like this at 
such a young age,” Space said.

University Police Chief Do-
lores Stafford did not return re-
quests for comment. u
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This week in 
Gw hisTory:

8 years aGo... 
GW adds majors in bio-
medical engineering and 
biological anthropology.

16 years aGo...
UPD introduces escort 
vans to replace police 
cruisers and foot patrols. 

Miranda Green
Contributing Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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H
20 years aGo...
The University offers 100 
apartments in Rosslyn as 
undergraduate housing.

Her voice screams dedication. 
Filled with passion, she describes the 
joys and challenges of educating stu-
dents and adults alike on universal 
human rights. Without a doubt, her 
voice is coming from the heart.

She is Dr. Allida Black, the di-
rector and editor of GW’s Eleanor 
Roosevelt Papers Project. The project, 
which receives government and pri-
vate support, is part of the Universi-
ty’s history department and seeks to 
use the former first lady’s writings as 
a tool to teach human rights.

Black just returned from Geneva, 
Switzerland, where she participated 
in The Courage to Lead, a week-long 
conference for which she was a prin-
cipal organizer. The event, which 
drew 100 participants from 50 coun-
tries, was dedicated to establishing a 
mentor-mentee relationship among 
women’s rights advocates as they 
seek to achieve social change.

Among the topics addressed 
were food security, shelter and po-
litical rights. Black said that for the 
conference to be productive it had 
to attract advocates dedicated to col-
laborative brainstorming, such as 
United Nations Deputy High Com-
missioner for Human Rights Kyung-
wha Kang and representatives from 
international institutions such as the 
World Bank.

Though Black herself has made 
her name as an academic, having 
earned her Ph.D. in history at GW in 
1993, she emphasized that the con-
ference had a distinctly practical and 
applied focus.

“This was definitely not an aca-
demic conference. The last thing the 
world needs is another conference 
where people are sitting around talk-
ing to each other trying to sound 
smart. What we did was bring peo-
ple together who were extraordinary 
pioneers in developing effective, real-
world solutions to the crises women 
face,” said Black.

One such advocate was Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton, who 
addressed the conference’s closing 
ceremony via video from D.C. She 
received The Eleanor Roosevelt Life-
time Achievement Award for Leader-
ship in Human Rights.

“I am such a great fan of Eleanor 
Roosevelt because she joined power 
and principle in a way that embod-
ied American leadership at its very 
best... So I‘m very humbled to receive 
an award that is named for her, but I 
think we all have a lot of work ahead 
of us to make good on the promise of 
what she really imbued us with dur-
ing her lifetime,” said Clinton.

Although students were not pres-
ent at the conference, many are active 
during the academic year assisting 
Black with the Eleanor Roosevelt Pa-
pers Project. The students who work 
at the project, Black said, not only 
learn about the former first lady’s 
place in United States history, but 
they also receive the mental training 
necessary to pursue their own goals 
in life.

“First, the students who work 
with us... have learned that you re-
ally can pull something off. They 
learn to not take ‘no’ for an answer, 
that if you have a vision, you have to 
figure out how to sell that vision and 
in what language necessary to keep 
different people at the table who all 
focus on the same goal,” said Black.

In addition to employing several 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents as research assistants, Black 
frequently workshops with high 
school students across the country to 
promote awareness of human rights.

Advocating in the classroom and 

in the conference room may be tire-
some, but for Black, the work brings 
great joy. With big aspirations for the 
project and a few financial worries, 
she attributes her perseverance to 
Eleanor Roosevelt and those around 
her.

“The thing that keeps some going 
is the courage of the people doing the 
work of the people, whether in the 
United States or around the world. 
We have an obligation to stand with 
them and if we don’t, and if I don’t 
take the risk, I’m not worthy to run 
a project that is dedicated to Eleanor 
Roosevelt, who took risks every day 
of her life,” said Black.

In the end, focus and dedica-
tion matter the most. With these at-
tributes, Black said, students can 
achieve anything they desire.

“What I hope that students who 
work with us learn is that their opin-
ions matter, that their visions matter... 
My role is to make the project hap-
pen, and to give courage and sup-
port to the students who work with 
us, who want to do that work. If we 
just sat on our asses all the time, the 
world would be a god-awful place 
and life is too short.” u

Power and principle
Applying Eleanor Roosevelt's writings in 2010

The anatomy of a 
FIXit request

When the fau-
cet is leaking and 
the lights won’t 
turn on, the first 
instinct of GW 
students is to call 
FIXit. And while 
most include FIXit 
in their arsenal of 
Colonials-specific 
jargon, the process 
that starts when students file 
a request is not always under-
stood.

It turns out that the simple 
four-step online procedure of 
requesting service belies the 
complicated system that is be-
hind repairing those running 
toilets and broken fixtures. In 
actuality, the FIXit portal is only 
one part of this larger process, 
serving as a medium between 
the student and the right techni-
cian for the job.

Once a FIXit request is re-
ceived, it heads to GW’s Opera-
tions Customer Service Team, 
Senior Associate Vice President 
for Operations Alicia O’Neil 
said. The team then determines 
the best person to contact to re-
solve the issue.

“When a FIXit ticket is sub-
mitted, it is then received by the 
Operations Customer Service 
Team, which is responsible for 
routing the request to the appro-
priate individual and/or shops 
that will complete the work,” 
she said.

GW employees complete 
some repairs, while other service 
requests require the University 
to bring in outside contractors. 
Whether or not this happens, 
O’Neil said, depends on the na-
ture of the request.

In addition, the number of 
requests varies by building, with 
size and age being the main fac-
tors. O’Neil did not comment on 
which buildings consistently log 
more requests than others.

Either way, in older build-
ings, aged conditions can signifi-
cantly complicate repairs. Fresh-
man Curtis Davis, a resident of 
Crawford, called FIXit about the 
low temperature in his room, 
only to find that it fluctuated 
wildly even after repair workers 
came to resolve the issue.

“We got back from break and 
it was insanely cold,” said Davis, 
who added that FIXit came to 
rectify the problem. But this did 
not spell the end of his troubles.

“Within a day or so our floor 
was insanely hot,” he said. The 
temperature then normalized, 
and Davis did not know if FIXit 
subsequently returned to further 
investigate the issue.

Other students have had 
more positive experiences. 
Freshman Marianna Griffini, a 
Strong Hall resident, filed a FIXit 

request for 
damaged win-
dows and broken 
electrical outlets, 
and received a swift, 
satisfactory response.

“They came after one 
day to fix the windows and 
two for the outlets,” said Griffi-
ni in an e-mail. “They fixed the 
problem.”

Regardless of whether a stu-
dent lives in older residence halls 
or the immaculately new South 
Hall, O’Neil said FIXit treats all 
requests equally. Even build-
ings slated for renovation next 
year, such as Lafayette and 2034 
G St., receive the same attention 
as modern ones like Potomac, 
which was built in 2006.

To assess the maintenance 
system’s performance, FIXit re-
quests are reviewed from the 
time they are submitted to en-
sure a high fulfillment rate.

“[The University reviews] 
what proportion of requests are 
completed within a set time frame 
with the goal being that 90 per-
cent of routine priority requests 
are completed within eight days,” 
said O’Neil, who added that FIXit 
strives to address emergencies 
within 24 hours. This measure, 
she said, more accurately cap-
tures FIXit’s effectiveness than 
average response time.

But with several aging build-
ings, the system is certain to re-
main stressed under pressure. 
Schenley Hall, Crawford Hall 
and Mitchell Hall were built in 
1920, 1926 and 1929, respective-
ly. Infrastructure-related issues 
also continue to plague Thurston 
Hall, built in 1929 and currently 
housing over 1,000 freshmen per 
year.

In the face of this, O’Neil 
said that FIXit always hopes to 
remedy the problem, even if it 
requires a second look.

“FIXit sends out a customer 
service survey upon completion 
of the work order,” she said. “If 
a survey result indicates work 
has not been completed satis-
factorily, a tradesperson will 
be dispatched to revisit the re-
quest.” u

jordan emonT | haTcheT phoToGrapher
Allida Black holds the first volume of The Eleanor Roosevelt Papers, a series exam-
ining the first lady's writings. Black directs GW's Eleanor Roosevelt Papers Project.

The beauty of a cupcake lies in its peace-
fulness, the instant satisfaction it evokes, 
and its ability to produce a smile no matter 
what. Some love 
the cake, while 
others could eat 
an entire bowl 
of frosting, but 
the true splen-
dor comes in the 
total package. Cupcake shops are quickly be-
coming institutions in the District, and there 
are several nearby spots to satisfy any crav-
ing. The best thing about cupcakes? There’s 
no sharing involved. 

Baked and Wired
How do a cupcake, a latte and a study 

session sound? The first two are enjoyable 
in any event, but Baked and Wired helps 
make the third more palatable by offering a 
large variety of original-flavored cupcakes 
including the Chocolate Cupcake of Doom 
(chocolate cake with chocolate satin frost-
ing) and Pretty Bitchin’ (chocolate cake with 
peanut butter frosting). This is a great place 
to disappear with a book while enjoying a 
Bitchin’ cupcake exquisitely presented on 
delicate parchment paper. The shop offers 
hefty cupcakes topped with a large plop 
of frosting that leave patrons smiling for 
hours. 

Price: $3/cupcake
Location: 1052 Thomas Jefferson St. NW
Flavors: Carrot Cake, Chocolate Cupcake 
of Doom, Chocolate Satin, Coconut, Elvis 
Impersonator (banana with peanut but-
ter frosting), German Chocolate, Karen’s 
Birthday, Mocha, Peppermint Patty, Pretty 
Bitchin’, Pumpkin Spice, Razmanian Devil, 
Red Velvet, Smurfette, Strawberry, Teresa’s 
Birthday, Texas Sheetcake, Vanilla Latte, Va-
nilla on Vanilla.

Georgetown Cupcake
With lines out the door on a regular basis, 

Georgetown Cupcake is the go-to bakery on 
weekends. The medium-sized cupcakes allow 
for multiple chances to taste a wide range of 
flavors. Patrons should look out for the tropical-
tasting Coconut and the silky-smooth Red Vel-
vet. The cakes in this shop are also divine and 
not to be missed. Though Georgetown Cupcake 
recently opened a new flagship store on M Street, 
the lines won't be getting any shorter, especially 
with the option of dining in now available. 

Price: $3/cupcake
Location: 3301 M St. NW

Flavors: Red Velvet, Chocolate Squared, Va-
nilla Squared, Vanilla & Chocolate, Chocolate 
& Vanilla, Chocolate Cubed, Peanut Butter 
Fudge, Lemon Blossom, Toffee Crunch, Car-
rot Cake, Coconut, Mocha.

Curbside Cupcake
Curbside delivery in between class 

sounds too good to be true, but it is a re-
ality. Run by GW alumnus Sam Whitfield 
and his wife out of their distinctive pink 
truck, Curbside Cupcake presents stu-
dents with an easy and tasty option for 
that little pick-me-up before a meeting or 

after an exam. It takes just three bites to 
devour these cupcakes, which have just 
the right amount of frosting to provide a 
good jolt of sugar. To find them, follow 
Curbside Cupcake on Twitter, Facebook 
or at curbsidecupcake.com.

Price: $3/cupcake
Location: Curbside is always on the move, 
so to get the latest update follow them on 
Twitter at curbsidecupcake.
Flavors: Varies daily, but options include 
Classic Vanilla, Classic Chocolate, Red Vel-
vet, Peanut Butter Cup, Cream Cheese on 
Chocolate, Vanilla with Chocolate, Choc-
olate with Vanilla, Mocha, Key Lime and 
Coconut.

Hello Cupcake
Running around Dupont Circle can be 

overwhelming at times, but ease and san-
ity abide at Hello Cupcake. The smaller-
sized cupcakes here are comprised of equal 
amounts cake and icing. The proportions 
may be a bit much for some, but the delec-
table taste and freshness more than make 
up for it. While they are heavy on the frost-
ing, the cake flavors are light and airy, mak-
ing for a good balance. Hello Cupcake also 
offers special cupcakes for those who can-
not normally enjoy them because of gluten 
allergies or dairy restrictions.

Price: $3/cupcake
Location: 1361 Connecticut Ave. NW
Flavors: Rotates daily, but includes Choco-
late/Vanilla, Vanilla/Chocolate, 24 Carrot, 
Peanut Butter Blossom, Triple Coconut, 
Tiramisu, Raspberry Beret, Cookies-n-
Cream, Dulce de Leche, Peppermint, Prima 
Donna, Pink Lemonade, Vanilla Gorilla, 
Heart of Darkness, Lucy, Penny, Gianduja, 
Velvet Elvis, Chococo, Princess, Raspberry, 
Hazelnut.

Cupcake wars: finding the perfect concoction

Remy Tumin

Food Columnist

by kira Brekke
Hatchet Staff Writer

francis rivera | haTcheT phoToGrapher
Chocolate and vanilla treats abound amid a diverse range of flavors at Georgetown Cupcake. The 
popular store recently moved to 3301 M St. NW and is one of several notable D.C. cupcake institutions. 

by chrsTian ewinG
Hatchet Reporter

If we just sat on our asses 
all the time, the world 
would be a god-awful 

place and life is too short.
AllidA blAck

Project Director and Editor, The 
Eleanor Roosevelt Papers

ashleiGh deluca | 
haTcheT phoToGrapher
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Students interested in the de-
partment of fine arts and art history 
are reporting issues with taking even 
the most basic art classes after space 
in entry-level classes was reduced 
this year. 

In the fall of 2008, four Survey 
of Western Art I sections were held, 
offering 215 spots for students. This 
fall, there is only one class offered, 
with room for only 89 students. The 
department is offering four fewer 
classes this year than last, Columbi-
an College of Arts and Sciences Ex-
ecutive Associate Dean Roy Guen-
ther said. 

Some students reported hav-
ing to petition the department for 
entrance into those seminar-level 
classes in order to graduate.

“Since it’s a small department, 
you can only take certain classes in 
fall or spring, so it can be inconve-
nient,” senior Emily Grebenstein 
said. Since 2005, the number of 
students in the department has de-
creased by almost 30, according to 
the Office of Institutional Research. 

But department chair Thomas 
Brown said he feels smaller classes 
benefit students and he said he pur-
posely decreased class sizes this se-
mester.

“We used to have a lot of sections 
of our beginning survey classes. We 
decided to make that a single sec-

tion taught by one faculty member 
and raise the level of engagement by 
having discussion sections,” he said. 
“The discussions often meet at local 
institutions in order to engage our 
students with local D.C.-area collec-
tions.” 

Brown said he does not feel the 
decreased class offerings will stop 
students from graduating on time. 

“We don’t anticipate any prob-
lems with having our students grad-
uate on time. We have no indication 
of that yet. The change to the basic 
survey class was just instituted this 
academic year,” he said. “We will 
work with students on a case-by-
case basis. It’s important to consider 
our majors, but we had to restructure 
our curriculum for general students 
too and I think we’ve done a great 
job with that.”  

In past years, students would 
sometimes double major from with-
in the Elliott School of International 
Affairs or School of Business, profes-
sors said, but some have reported 
this trend is slowly decreasing with 
the class offerings. 

“They found the arts to be very 
compelling,” a professor, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
she did not want to be seen criticiz-
ing the department, said. “I’ve no-
ticed, because those students would 
really enrich my classes. The more 
diversity in the department, the bet-
ter off you are, no matter what field 
it is.” 

Junior Miru Yim has noticed 
fewer students from other schools in 
her classes as well. 

“Most of the kids in my art his-
tory classes [now] are majoring or 
minoring,” she said, comparing the 
level to her freshman year. “It was 
pretty beneficial to have students 
from other schools. My friend had 
taken an architecture class that he 
recommended to me. Hearing it from 
a non-major student was helpful.”

Some students interviewed also 
reported being upset with the re-
moval of professor Rachel Pollack. 
Last year, Pollack was originally not 
contracted to teach classes in the 
2009-10 academic year. Students peti-
tioned and created a Facebook group 
about her dismissal, and eventually 
Brown promised to assign Pollack at 
least one class.  

As of this spring, Pollack is work-
ing in the University Writing pro-
gram and was not offered a class in 
the fall or spring, according to GW’s 
schedule of classes. She declined to 
comment on the issue.   

“I think there was a lot of 
frustration about why she left. It 
was just really refreshing to have 
someone new and young working 
towards establishing her reputa-
tion, as opposed to people who are 
tenured,” Grebenstein said. “They 
should move her out of the Univer-
sity Writing Center, and move her 
into a class that is required for an 
art history major." u

Metro fares increased by 10 
cents starting Sunday, and while 
the fare boost is temporary, it 
serves for many as one more sign 
of the problems the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Au-
thority is facing.

Under more scrutiny since 
last June, when two Metorail 
trains collided and killed nine 
people, Metro underwent a three-
day National Transportation Safe-
ty Board hearing on the crash last 
week. A final report on the cause 
of the incident is not expected un-
til this June, but in the meantime, 
Metro is trying to address all the 
safety and budget issues it can.

While the fare increase is 
scheduled to only last until June 
26 to make up for this year’s bud-
get shortfall, more fare increases 
are possible.

On Feb. 18, the Metro’s Board 
of Directors learned that the sys-
tem will have a $189.2 million 
budget gap to fill for the 2011 fis-
cal year, which begins July 1. The 
cause, the board was told, was 
due to increased expenses and 
lower-than-expected ridership.

“The question is, how do we 
close that gap?” said Metro Board 
chair Peter Benjamin in an inter-
view with The Hatchet.

Both fare increases and service 
decreases are options, Benjamin 
said. Getting financial support 
from local jurisdictions was also 
considered, but “local jurisdic-
tions are in trouble... they don’t 
have money,” he said.

With the public unwilling to 
have services cut and such a large 
gap remaining in the budget, the 
fare increase was approved by the 
board.

Benjamin said the biggest 
fare increase in Metro’s history 
happened two years ago – when 
rush-hour fares went up 30 cents 
to $1.65 in January 2008.

“When we did that, our rid-
ership went up,” Benjamin said, 
though he added he knows that 
will most likely not be the case 
this time. 

To tackle the budget deficit, 
Benjamin mentioned a jobs bill 
currently in Congress. The Senate 
is considering a $15 billion jobs 
creation bill that includes fund-
ing for highway and transit pro-
grams through 2010. Depending 
on the final outcome of the bill, 
Benjamin said it could “certainly 
be something we’d use for [the 
budget gap].”

Another issue for Metro is 
that General Manager John Catoe 
plans to retire after leading the 
system for three years. An interim 
manager is needed by April 2 to 

take his place.
“We want to do a very careful 

and deliberate search,” Benjamin 
said. 

The interim manager will 
hold the position while Metro 
does an international and nation-
wide search for a new general 
manager.

Benjamin said Metro’s general 
manager is in a unique situation 
dealing with three states and the 
federal government – not to men-
tion 10,000 employees, the media 
and politics.

GW students, faculty mem-
bers and employees – many of 
whom rely on Metro to get to 
Foggy Bottom – have no shortage 
of opinions on the public trans-
portation. 

Jared Davis, a freshman, 
uses the Metro every other week. 
Though he says Metro “is re-
markably clean compared to New 
York’s subway and Atlanta’s sub-
way systems,” he said it should 
be more like New York by charg-
ing the same price for any trip.

Statistics professor Qing Pan, 
on the other hand, said she thinks 
Metro is horrible.

“I don’t like it and it makes 
me sick,” said Pan, who uses Met-
ro about twice a week.

“There should be better train-
ing for the workers and staff in the 
Metro. Also better pay for work-
ers and maintenance crews,” she 
added. 

Pan also recommended that 
old train replacement and track 
work be paid for with more stim-
ulus money for public transit.   

“It would be beneficial to see 
less service disruptions,” said Mi-
chelle Stock, a psychology profes-
sor. Stock said with Metro’s bud-
get gap she does not see a way to 
improve the system. 

“New lines should not be 
built until the old ones are new 
and safe,” she said.

Due to the crippling effect 
of two snowstorms in one week, 
GW canceled classes four days in 
a row because Metro was unable 
to keep all stations open.

“Any incidents seem to shut 
them down pretty quickly,” said 
astronomy professor Kalvir Dhu-
ga. “It feels like it is short-staffed 
or low-resourced, like when the 
snow storm hit.”

Dhuga said more resources 
and upgrades are needed, though 
he said he thinks D.C’s Metro is 
cleaner than New York’s or Lon-
don’s systems.

When asked about the snow-
fall, Benjamin praised the employ-
ees who dug all the snow from 
two snowstorms in February to 
get Metro running again.

Though Metro is still working 
on ways to address “substantial 
challenges,” Benjamin said Metro 
has always been a great transit 
system.

“I think as a group we’re up 
to the challenge,” he said. 

–Chris Oak contributed to this 
report.

Choosing the right health insurance

Fare increase marks 
fight to fix budget

Last week, we spoke with pro-
fessor of finance Neil Cohen about 
applying for a credit card. This is-
sue, Leonard Friedman, professor 
in the health services management 
and leadership department, tells 
students how to obtain health insur-
ance that is both complete and won’t 
break the bank.  

Obtain health insurance 
through your employer 

The costs of getting insurance 
through your employer are signifi-
cantly lower and the benefits are 
generally much better dollar-for-
dollar than any coverage that you 
might obtain trying to purchase in-
surance in the commercial insurance 
market, Friedman says.  

Decide what you can afford 

Generally, if an employer offers 
coverage, a limited number of insur-
ance options are available. Students 
can either sign up for a low-cost 
plan with high co-payments and a 
high deductible, or a more expen-
sive plan with lower co-payments 

and deductibles. 
Freidman suggests that for most 

students who are in good health and 
are simply covering themselves at 
this point, a lower-cost plan with 
high co-payments and deductibles 
will usually suffice. 

Students who have never 

shopped for insurance may not 
know what co-payments or deduct-
ibles are, so Friedman offers a small 
vocabulary lesson. A co-payment 
is the preset amount paid at the in-
stance of a medical service or when 
receiving medication. Health insur-
ance companies are responsible for 
establishing these fees; they are gen-
erally printed on the health insur-
ance card.   

A deductible is a fixed amount 
of money one must pay before most 
of the policy’s benefits can be put 
into effect. In many coverage plans, 
one can use some services – such 
as visiting the emergency room 
or a routine doctor’s visit – with-
out meeting the deductible. The 
amount of the deductible is calcu-
lated annually.  

Avoid buying health care on 
the open market 

Friedman says that buying health 
care on the open market without the 
benefits of an employer-sponsored 
plan can be a “rude awakening.” 
Since most students have been cov-
ered on their parents’ health insur-
ance plan or an insurance plan spon-
sored by the University and Student 
Health Services, this matter is truly 
one of “buyer beware.” u

FraNcis rivera | hatchet photographer
Leonard Friendman is a professor in the 
health services management and leadership 
department.

art students complain of fewer classes
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Struggle to address 
budget and safety 
issues continues

hatchet File photo
Despite an increase in Metro fares, the system is still plagued by safety and 
budget issues.

Last week, the company in 
charge of developing the program-
ming for the SEC – Ballinger – pre-
sented three rough estimates of 
floor plans to GW’s Faculty Senate. 
Some members of the Faculty Senate 
voiced concern that the project was 
too far along in the planning stages 
to not have a price tag.

“Some of the people who raised 
issues were saying this long before 
we had any diagrams, they were 
saying we shouldn’t have this Sci-
ence and Engineering Complex,” 
Katz said of the outspoken critics 
of the project at the Faculty Senate 
meeting. “So they are not talking 
about this versus that. They are say-
ing why are we spending money on 
that.”

Katz added that the diagrams the 
design firm presented to the Faculty 
Senate last week were only rough 
ideas of possible uses of the space.

“This was not an exercise to de-
termine cost,” Katz said. “Once we 
get the programming agreed upon – 
and we are close on that – then we 
will go to a cost estimating phase.”

Katz said the building is being 
conceptualized using a bottom-up 
approach – determining what will 
be in the building and then assess-
ing costs, rather than preemptively 
placing a price tag on it – something 
Katz said would potentially limit 
what could be included in the build-
ing. 

“A building, depending on what 
you put in there and if it’s vacant, 
could be built $200 a foot to over 
$1,000 dollars a foot,” Katz said. 
“Multiplying that range of numbers, 
depending on what it is, is not a pro-
ductive exercise at all.” 

Markku Allison, a resource ar-
chitect at the American Institute of 
Architects, said it is difficult to say 
whether or not an estimate should 
be available at this stage in the Uni-
versity’s planning.  

“I think it's largely context-de-
pendent, and it depends on how the 

relationship has been structured be-
tween the University and the archi-
tectural firm and the services they 
have agreed upon to be included as 
part of their scope,” Allison said. 

He added that design firms are 
often contractually obligated to pro-
vide estimates to clients, but those 
estimates are determined at various 
stages of the design process.

“In some instances, a design 
firm may provide an estimate dur-
ing the construction drawing phase 
of the project. In another instance 
they might provide a cost estimate 
in the design development or sche-
matic design phase of the project, or 
in some instances they might agree 
to provide an opinion of cost during 
the pre-design phase,” Allison said. 
“But that is entirely dependent on 
the context of the agreement that has 
been developed between the Univer-
sity and the design firm. There is no 
standard methodology that applies 
to every single project.”

Craig Spangler, an architect at 
Ballinger, did not return request for 
comment. u

from p. 1

sec



The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Placed on a

wall, as a picture
5 “It is ___ told by

an idiot …”:
Macbeth

10 Went in haste
14 Butterlike spread
15 [See grid]
16 High-protein

food often found
in vegetarian
cuisine

17 Lollapalooza
18 Make up for, as

sins
19 Duos
20 The “P” in P.T.A.
22 Wrigley Field or

Camden Yards
24 Facts and

figures
26 Envision
27 “The racerʼs

edge”
30 Boulderʼs home:

Abbr.
32 Took for a trial

run
37 In the poorest of

taste, as a novel

40 Nozzle
connector

41 Exactly whatʼs
expected

44 Sir ___
Guinness

45 Device that
measures gas
properties

46 Ankle-related
49 Classical opera

redone by Elton
John

50 180° from NNW
51 ___ cit. (in the

place cited)
53 “Deadly” septet
55 Geometric curve
60 Cinco de Mayo

party
64 “Washingtons”
65 “Thank you,

Henri”
67 Texʼs sidekick
68 Luau

instruments, for
short

69 [See grid]
70 Having length

and width only,
briefly

71 Vessel in “Cast
Away”

72 Creation thatʼs
almost human

73 Concorde fleet

Down
1 Hula ___
2 Radiusʼs

neighbor
3 ___-do-well
4 Like an

unfortunate
torero

5 Slaughterhouse
6 Onesie wearer
7 Lots
8 Singer Horne

and actress Olin
9 Shoelace hole
10 Internet address

opener
11 Early state in

presidential
campaigns

12 Get an ___ effort
13 Dawnʼs opposite
21 Cheese-covered

chip
23 Stan of Marvel

Comics
25 Prince Valiantʼs

wife
27 March 17

honoree, for
short

28 Syllables in a
gay refrain

29 Gadget for
someone on K.P.
duty

31 Milo of “Ulysses”
33 Elisabeth of

“Leaving Las
Vegas”

34 Legal wrongs
35 Mountain road

features
36 Plow

manufacturer
38 Certain NCOs

39 Actresses Garr
and Hatcher

42 Systematized, as
laws

43 Resident on the
tip of the Arabian
Peninsula

47 Tiranaʼs land:
Abbr.

48 Appeared on the
horizon

52 Easy to
understand

54 Back-to-school
mos.

55 Preside over the
tea ceremony

56 Paul who wrote
“My Way”

57 Snorkeling site
58 Kind of prof. or

D.A.

59 Ship in search of
the Golden
Fleece

61 Old sayings
62 Harness race

gait
63 Comments

further
66 151, in old

Rome

Puzzle by Holden Baker

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Across
1 Pad producers
12 Name in many

suit cases
15 Cry before a

disappearance
16 Saturnʼs wife
17 Something thatʼs

just too cool
18 Recharging aid
19 Musician who

was a
trailblazing
Rastafarian

20 European wine
center

22 Matching ring
recipients: Abbr.

23 Small part of an
archipelago

25 Ben Franklin
26 Follower of

directions
27 Cry upon being

fleeced?
29 Grateful Dead

bassist Phil
31 One exploring

deeply?

35 Longtime name
in auto parts

36 Ramen brand
38 Itʼs sometimes

forbidden
39 Free
40 Classic record

label for the Bee
Gees and
Cream

41 M., in Milan
42 Monitor setting,

briefly
43 Nickname in

pioneering jazz
piano

45 38-Across
variety

46 “Greyʼs
Anatomy”
hookups

49 Hushed
52 Mother of the

Gods
53 Big name in

flooring?
54 So-called “baby

busters”
57 Pronoun in 20-

Across

58 Song that
mentions “the
Father, Son and
the Holy Ghost”

59 Unit in
astronomy

60 Well-known TV
evangelical

Down
1 There are 746 in

a single
horsepower

2 Canʼt stomach
3 Bun bit
4 Up
5 Producer of

some dishes
6 Muscle

strengthened in
rowing, in brief

7 Opinion opener
8 Skedaddles
9 “Uh-huh”
10 Work that

marked the start
of musical
Romanticism

11 Admitted politely
12 “St. Mark” artist
13 Is like a

moonstone
14 Make out
21 Finely tempered

blades
23 Item next to a

salad bowl
24 Jamaicaʼs St.

___ Bay
26 E.T.ʼs pal
27 Opposite of

clarify
28 The Ponte alle

Grazie spans it
30 You may work

out its kinks
31 Common crash

site?

32 What an art
student builds

33 Cabinet
department

34 First name in
international
diplomacy

35 Passed (out)
37 En ___ tiempo

(formerly, to
Felipe)

41 Help line?

44 Navajo home
45 Youʼre in it if you

cry 41-Down
46 Bit of wishful

thinking
47 To come, in

Cádiz or Caen
48 Instruments in

Ravelʼs “Boléro”
49 Matching

50 Superficial,
briefly

51 Vint ___, the
Father of the
Internet

52 38-Across
covering

55 Here, in
Honduras

56 Result of
exposing oneself
at the beach?

Puzzle by Natan Last
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Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079        Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.  

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW stu-
dents and faculty.  

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word 
beyond that.

All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the inter-
net, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office.  An 
extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover, 
as well as cash and check through our office.
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Sponsor the 
Sudoku puzzle!
Ads start at just $37.50.
Call a sales rep today at 

(202) 994-7682.

The GW Hatchet is hiring motivated, ambitious self-starters to build its sales team. As an 
independent paper, The Hatchet relies on its local reps to bring in up to $200,000 a year in sales.

Applicants should be dedicated with an interest in a career in sales. Past reps have gone on to work in sales for 
some of the nation’s largest papers and in marketing for major international brands. The Hatchet provides an 
off-campus, real-world experience combined with the convenience of an on-campus location and a small team of 
dedicated employees.

New reps will be responsible for maintaining current sales relationships as well as prospecting new and former 
clients. This job is exciting and is perfect for students who are able to work individually and as part of a team. 
Compensation is based on sales and performance and includes a weekly stipend and commission.

If you think you can help take our sales team to the next level, submit a resume to advertising manager Arron Elkins 
at aelkins@gwhatchet.com or stop into 2140 G street NW for more information. NAMED TH
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Sports

Last Word

Number cruNch
The GW women's 
basketball team's seed 
for next weekend's 
Atlantic 10 tourna-
ment in Upper Mar-
lboro, Md. It is the 

lowest the Colonials have ever been 
seeded in the tournament.

11
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IN brIef

"I was bragging to everybody that 

I wouldn't cry, but it was so over-

whelming when we got up there." 
Softball alumna Elana Meyers 

on receiving her bronze medal in 
bobsledding

dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com H

Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

toward revisiting a successful past, 
not with championship banners 
and national rankings and ESPN 
buzz – at least not yet – but with 
smaller accomplishments. Such 
successes include the team’s first 
A-10 tournament berth since 2007; 
a winning record for the first time 
in that same span; and a potential 
bursting of the NCAA bubble for a 
team with postseason aspirations.

True, the first was clinched a 
game earlier, the second a logisti-
cal near-lock, and the third worth 
more in style than standing, but 
they are markers of progress not 
lost on head coach Karl Hobbs in 
a season he billed as part of a re-
building process.

And while the achievement of 
these small objectives on the way 
to big-picture success is nice, some-
times the smallest of pictures can 
be just as pleasing.

“The nice part about tonight’s 
game,” Hobbs said, “is I don’t re-
call anybody just throwing the ball 
out of bounds tonight.” He then 
turned to his left and asked sopho-
more Aaron Ware if he had any 
such memories.

“I didn’t do it, Coach,” Ware 
answered, laughing. “I’m due for 
one a game, but I didn’t do it to-
night.”

And that was not all Hobbs 
thought was nice. There was Tay-
lor’s 16 points and turnover-less 
play at the point, which Hobbs 
more specifically said gave the Co-
lonials stability. There was Ware’s 
13 points and eight rebounds 
and strong defensive play, which 
Hobbs more specifically described 
as “fantastic.” And there was 
freshman Bryan Bynes’ 11 points 
- all of which came in the second 
half as he relieved a foul-plagued 
Taylor - which Hobbs more specif-
ically said came on some “terrific, 
terrific finishes” in transition.

It also must have been nice not 
seeing Shamari Spears, Charlotte’s 

top scorer, torch GW for a career-
high scoring night, as he did when 
he dropped 31 points on the Co-
lonials in the teams’ last meeting. 
Hobbs said junior center Joseph 
Katuka attacked the basket against 
Spears in the paint to lure the 49ers 
forward into foul trouble.

Spears picked up his first foul 
less than 30 seconds into the game 
and a second two minutes later, 
relegating him to the bench for the 
rest of the first half to prevent fur-
ther foul trouble.

“Last time we played them, we 
just couldn’t handle him,” Hobbs 
said. “He really hurt us, so we want-
ed to make sure to start the game, 
we wanted to go at him early... 
From that point on, we were able to 
dictate the pace of the game.”

By the time Spears was back 
on the floor after halftime, con-
trol was already firmly in GW’s 
hands. Spears finished with 12 
points and five rebounds; Katuka 
had 10 points and five rebounds, 
while senior teammate Hermann 
Opoku added seven points and six 

boards.
The win puts GW in a three-

way tie with Duquesne and St. 
Bonaventure for eighth place; 
those two teams meet in Olean, 
N.Y. Wednesday. Staying in eighth 
would give GW a home game in 
the first round of the conference 
tournament, while slipping a spot 
or two would send the team on the 
road for its first postseason game.

Either way, the Colonials will 
get an opportunity to extend their 
season as long as their play allows 
them. 

“This team has been subject 
to – and they’ve paid the price 
for – what has happened the last 
two years, but they’ve handled it 
with great class, they’ve handled it 
with great character,” Hobbs said. 
“These guys deserve a lot of credit 
for how hard they’ve worked and 
for getting the program back to 
where it needs to be.”

GW hosts Saint Joseph’s 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in its final 
home game of the regular sea-
son. u
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With 55 years of GW men’s 
basketball alumni back in Foggy 
Bottom for the men’s basket-
ball homecoming game against 
Charlotte Saturday, head coach 
Karl Hobbs wanted to make 
sure to take the opportunity 
to connect Colonials past with 
present.

GW’s current and former 
players got a chance to meet Fri-
day night as part of this week-
end’s homecoming festivities, 
with a number of Colonial greats 
imparting words of wisdom to 
the current generation.

“I wanted them to share 
some of their stories,” Hobbs 
said. “I wanted them to talk 
about the pride that they have 
for this place and I wanted them 
to share that with our players 
and it was such a great moment 
last night.”

“We want to make sure that 
we keep that connection,” Hobbs 
added. “We want to make sure 
that we keep those guys involved 
because they’re part of the GW 
family and they established this 
program.”

For Vaughn Jones, a mem-
ber of GW’s all-century team 
who played on three NCAA 
tournament teams as a Colonial, 
the meeting Friday night was 
a chance to talk to sophomore 
Aaron Ware about playing for-
ward and what it meant to play 
basketball at GW.

“I spoke to him about play-
ing the same position that I 
played, I believe he’s a small 
forward, and just kind of giving 
him the good old GW talk about 
what we stand for in terms of 
excellence and getting back to 
the NCAA tournament and rep-
resenting right,” Jones said.

That conversation paid im-
mediate dividends for Ware in 
Saturday’s win over Charlotte, as 

the second-year forward attrib-
uted part of his 13-point, eight-
rebound performance against 
the 49ers to Jones’ advice.

“What I took away from him 
is he pretty much plays the same 
position that I did and he was a 
great player when he was here. 
His whole thing, our conversa-
tion, was just to play my game,” 
said Ware, who described the ex-
perience of meeting his GW pre-
decessors as “incredible.”

“The first five, 10 minutes 
of the game I was tending to 
rush everything,” Ware added. 
“I was pretty much kicking the 
ball all over the place, and he 
told me yesterday to just calm 
down when I’m playing, to just 
play my game, and that’s what I 
ended up doing today.”

Another all-century team 
member, former GW player and 
head coach Bob Tallent, said 
talking to the current team was 
his favorite part of the week-
end’s festivities and that he was 
impressed with the GW play-
ers, calling them “sharp, smart 

young kids.”
Still, being impressed didn’t 

stop Tallent from confronting 
freshman guard Lasan Kromah, 
a strong three-point shooter who 
has made only 50 percent of his 
free throws this year.

“I asked him, how can a guy 
shoot from 25 feet with people 
hanging on him and not make a 
foul shot?” Tallent said. “He told 
me the reason he didn’t shoot 
well was because it got quiet 
when he was shooting foul shots, 
and I’d never heard that one be-
fore.”

For sophomore guard Tony 
Taylor, having so many former 
Colonials in attendance Saturday 
night made GW’s win over Char-
lotte that much more special.

“We wanna play hard and 
well every single game, but this 
was just really specialm that 
the alumni could come and just 
watch us play,” he said. “We 
wanna get back on this winning 
page and we want to win and 
hopefully someday we can go to 
the Sweet 16 like they did.” u

vIktors dINdzaNs | photo edItor
More than 50 former men's basketball players returned to GW this 
weekend and met with current players. Former head coach Bob Tall-
ent, center, joked with freshman Lasan Kromah about his free throws.

by LouIs NeLsoN
Contributing Editor

Colonials learn from GW greats

Elana Meyers hasn’t been getting 
much sleep lately, but the last thing she’s 
going to do is complain about it.

The GW softball alumna has been 
enjoying the demands of newfound ce-
lebrity, making 
the media rounds 
after winning a 
bronze medal in 
bobsledding with 
teammate Erin Pac 
Wednesday night 
at the Vancouver 
games.

“It’s been 
amazing, just 
being shuttled 
around from me-
dia event to media 
event, to event to event,” Meyers said 
Friday in a phone interview. “We’re hav-
ing the time of our lives.”

Meyers is the 13th GW athlete to 
participate in the Olympics, the most re-
cent having been in 2008 when former 
women’s basketball players Anna Mon-
tañana and Elisa Aguila represented 
Spain, and current women’s swimmer 
Sameera Al Bitar represented Bahrain at 
the Beijing games. Meyers is the second 
former Colonial to medal after Christine 
Collins won a bronze in rowing at the 
2000 games in Sydney.

The team of Meyers and Pac raced as 
the United State’s second team in Van-
couver, so few expected them to win a 
medal at the event. After the two heats 
on the first day of competition, however, 
they sat second among all competitors, 
trailing only the eventual gold-medal 
winning team from Canada.

Meyers said she woke up at 4 a.m. 
Wednesday, anxious to get back to the 
track for the final two heats in order to 
determine their fate.

“We were just gonna go out there 
and have fun,” Meyers said. “There was 
really no pressure on us because we 
weren’t expected to be there. Nobody be-
sides ourselves really thought we would 
be there, to be in medal position.”

The team remained in second place 
after the third run, then had to wait to 
watch almost all of the other teams race 
before being the second-to-last team to 
take the track for the final run.

Their fourth run was their slowest 
of the games, moving the team back a 
spot into third place, but Meyers said 
their exact standing was of little concern 
when they got to the bottom of the track 
and saw their time.

“Pure joy – I can’t describe it any 
other way,” she said. “It didn’t matter 
that we dropped a spot. It just mattered 
that we had a medal.”

Meyers’ entire immediate family 
and her grandfather were in attendance, 
but she said she only got to spend a few 
moments celebrating with them after her 
victory before she was whisked away to 
begin attending a slew of media events.

She said Friday that it had been an 
almost non-stop circuit of appearances 
and interviews since then, with the 
highlight being a trip to NBC’s Today 
Show. Both she and Pac are big fans of 
the show, Meyers said, but they weren’t 
nervous about appearing on one of the 
most-watched morning programs in the 
country.

“We had already done the work and 
won the medal,” Meyers said, “so going 
on the show was the fun part.”

Meyers said she will take count-
less memories of her experience with 
her when she leaves Vancouver – the 
opening ceremonies, the time she spent 
bonding with Pac, the moment of vic-
tory itself.

Luckily for her, she also gets one 
very tangible memento of the games - 
her bronze medal, which she said she 
has been showing everybody she’s seen 
since Thursday’s emotional ceremony. 
“I was bragging to everybody that I 
wouldn’t cry, but it was so overwhelm-
ing when we got up there,” she said of 
her time on the podium. “It was won-
derful. It was one of the best moments 
of my life. It made it real.” u
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elana meyers

by daN GreeNe
Sports Editor

Alumna 
enjoys 
bronze 
afterglow

chrIs GreGory | assIstaNt photo edItor
Freshman Megan Nipe, right, was the only Colonial in double figures against Temple Saturday. Despite losing 
twice this weekend, GW managed to clinch a conference tournament berth when teams below them lost.

W. basketball backs into A-10s
Coming into this weekend, 

the GW women’s basketball 
team had two opportunities to 
clinch a bid in the next week’s 
Atlantic 10 tournament, need-
ing just one win in one of the 
team’s two final games against 
either Richmond or Temple to 
qualify.

While GW dropped both 
contests, they still managed to 
back into the conference tour-
nament, clinching the tourna-
ment’s 11th seed when Rhode 
Island lost to St. Bonaventure 
later Saturday.

On Friday, GW (6-21, 3-13 
A-10) was blown out by 24 at 
home against Richmond, 78-54. 
The Colonials especially strug-
gled to stop the Spiders’ Abby 
Oliver, who more than doubled 
her season scoring average to 

pour in 27 points in the game. 
Complimenting Oliver’s per-
formance was Richmond’s pre-
season, first-team all A-10 player 
Brittani Shells, who scored 17 
points. The Colonials shot just 
under 36 percent from the field 
in the game, and turned the ball 
over 22 times. Shi-Heria Shipp 
led GW with 12 points.

Against Temple Saturday, 
GW allowed the Owls to open 
the game on an 11-0 run, and 
made a season-low 14 field goals. 
GW could not find an answer for 
Temple forward Kristen McCa-
rthy, who finished the game with 
22 points and eight rebounds. 
Freshman Megan Nipe was the 
only player to score in double 
figures for GW with 10 points, 
and Tiana Myers was held to 
fewer than 10 points and under 
40 percent field goal shooting for 
the second straight game.

This season has been a roller 

coaster ride for the young Co-
lonials. After losing their only 
upperclassman, Ivy Abiona, in 
the off-season, key players Tara 
Booker and Dani Jackson both 
went down with season-ending 
injuries early in the regular sea-
son.

Playing with eight and some-
times seven players for much of 
the last half of the season, over-
coming adversity has been the 
name of the game for GW this 
year. The season has not been 
without high points, however, 
including an upset win over 
perennial power Rutgers late in 
December and a win on the road 
at Massachusetts.

The Colonials will have 
a chance to add another high 
point to this season when they 
open A-10 tournament play this 
Friday in Upper Marlboro, Md. 
against sixth-seeded Duquesne. 
Tipoff is scheduled for 8 p.m. u

by NeIL sharma
Hatchet Staff Writer

WomeN's Lacrosse beateN 
at home by james madIsoN

Coming off its first win of the 
season Wednesday afternoon 
against American, the GW wom-
en’s lacrosse team was looking to 
keep its momentum going with 
a second-straight win, this time 
at home against James Madison. 
But after scoring the first goal of 
the game just four minutes into 
regulation, the Colonials were 
held to just one more goal over 
the final 56 minutes as the Dukes 
beat GW 11-2.

GW struggled to slow down 
James Madison all afternoon, al-
lowing the Dukes to go on a 5-0 
run to answer GW’s opening goal, 
including three goals in the final 
five minutes of the first half.

The second half was more of 
the same from James Madison, 
which scored a goal in the first 
minute of the second half and 
rattled off four goals total to 
open play after the break be-
fore GW netted its only other 
goal of the game. Both Colonial 
goals came from sophomore 
Sarah Phillips, the second on an 
assist from sophomore Kristina 
Beese.

GW head coach Tara Han-
naford was disappointed with 
her team’s mentality in the loss.

“We didn’t play a full game 
today,” Hannaford said.  “We 
needed to be more aggressive 
on attack.”

Still, Hannaford was opti-
mistic about her team despite 
the loss, calling her squad “one 
of the more talented teams I’ve 
been around.”

Next up for the Colonials is a 
game Wednesday at George Ma-
son scheduled for 7 p.m.

–katie stoler

basebaLL beats coppIN state

After opening the season 
on the wrong side of a sweep 
at North Carolina last week and 
losing at Virginia Wednesday, the 
Colonials bounced back with a 
dominant three-game sweep of 
Coppin State in Irvington, Va.

The Colonials (3-4) out-scored 
the Eagles 38-8 over the series, 
winning 11-1 Friday and then 11-4 
and 16-3 in a doubleheader Sat-
urday.

Junior Eric Cantrell gave up 
two hits and no walks while 
striking out 12 batters during six 
scoreless innings Friday. Junior 
Joe Richardson and senior Ryan 
Lapointe started and won Satur-
day's games.

Redshirt senior Chris Luick 
drove in four runs Friday and two 
more Saturday, while freshman 
Tyler McCarthy had four RBIs in 
Saturday's second game. Six dif-
ferent Colonials hit home runs 
during the series: Luick, senior 
Curtis Eward, freshman Justin Al-
bright, junior Brendon Kelliher, 
and senior Tom Zebroski.

–dan Greene
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