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Colonials stumble on Senior Night
Saint Joe's 80
GW 71

MIT administrator
will be next provost

by Dan greene
Sports Editor

by SARAH SCIRE
Senior News Editor

This was not the way Saint
Joseph's looked on paper.
On paper, Saint Joseph’s
did not win on the road, losing
all seven of its Atlantic 10 road
games and winning just once in
enemy territory during its nonconference slate. On paper, Saint
Joseph’s was one of the worst
three-point shooting teams in
the country, making 29 percent
of such shots and ranking 326th
nationally in the category. And
on paper, Saint Joseph’s did not
rebound well, averaging nine
less boards per game than its
opponents.
But Wednesday’s men's basketball game was, of course,
played on a basketball court –
not paper. And on that court,
the Hawks burned the Colonials
again and again from long range
and knocked down 60 percent of
their threes, out-rebounded GW
by a margin of five, and came
away with their second road
win of the season, putting an
abrupt stop to the Colonials’ recent stretch of hot play with an
80-71 win.
“We got out-worked, we got
out-hustled. They played with
more intensity,” head coach
Karl Hobbs said. “Obviously I
feel real bad about that because

Steven Lerman, a top-ranking official at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, will be the University’s
next provost and executive vice president for Academic Affairs, Lerman
and University officials confirmed
Wednesday afternoon.
Lerman has been at MIT for more
than 40 years and earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral engineering degrees there before serving in a
succession of faculty and administrator roles at his alma mater. Currently
the vice chancellor and dean for graduate education at the school, Lerman
will assume the responsibilities of
current Executive Vice President for
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman
and the title of provost July 1.
University President Steven
Knapp said he formally offered Lerman the number two position late last
week. Knapp said Lerman was selected among the hundreds of applicants
for his ability to engage students – he
has lived in a residence hall with his
wife for the last nine years and will
live on the Mount Vernon campus
upon coming to GW – and his experience working with faculty.
“I think students will enjoy getting to know him and I know he will
be a terrific addition to the campus,”
Knapp said. “One of things we are
trying to do is bring the student experience together with academic experience, integrate those two things in
ways that really benefit the student.

Viktors Dindzans | Photo editor

Senior Damian Hollis scored 10 points and grabbed five rebounds but the GW
men's basketball team fell to Saint Joseph's on Senior Day.

See BBALL: Page 10

Veteran program grows,
payment delays remain
by MATT RIST
Senior Staff Writer
Participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program at GW has grown 12
percent since its inception last fall,
but an administrator said Tuesday
that tuition payment delays by the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
continue to plague the program.
Andrew Sonn, director of customer service initiatives for Student
and Academic Support Services,
said 20 more veterans have signed
onto the Yellow Ribbon Program
since last fall, bringing the total
enrollment in the program to 161
veterans. But as the veteran population at GW continues to grow, the
University has yet to receive tuition
payments from the government for
roughly 15 percent of student veterans.
The Yellow Ribbon Program lets
universities decide what percent of
veterans' tuition they are willing to

City and University police are
increasing scrutiny on the Foggy
Bottom area in response to a spate
of street robberies of expensive electronic items around campus, city and
University police officials said.
Seven University Crime Alerts
for street robberies have been sent out
since Jan. 19 – four of which have
come in the last 16 days. Except for
February, GW had sent no more than
two Crime Alerts in any given month
over the past year, and in response to
the jump in reported crimes, police
are shifting their focus.
Teams of Metropolitan Police officers – both on the ground and in
patrol cars – are focusing attention
on “suspicious-looking juveniles” in
the area, Lt. Alesia Wheeler-Moore
said in an interview Tuesday. Suspicious behavior could refer to groups
that appear to be targeting individu-

Women's A-10
preview
Colonials
look to make
a fresh start
in conference
tournament
this weekend.
• Page 10
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See PROVOST: Page 6

For D.C. gay couples, the wait is over

pay, and the Department of Veterans Affairs then matches that scholarship. At GW, the University pays
half tuition for undergraduate veterans enrolled in the program – ensuring a full ride for students – and
pays $1,800 for veterans working
toward their graduate degree.
In the fall, the University experienced delays in veteran tuition
payments from the VA as well –
nationally, 90 percent of veterans
received delayed payments, according to news reports. And while
Sonn said the government has processed tuition payments faster this
semester, it has still has not been
able to completely keep up with the
program’s demand, he said.
Katie Roberts, press secretary
for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, confirmed some tuition
payments have yet to be made for
the Post-9/11 GI Bill.

See VETS: Page 6

Police to add local focus
after jump in robberies
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Special Contributor

I think he has
a very good
perspective
on what that
means
and
how to do it.”
In an interview with
The Hatchet
We d n e s d a y
afternoon,
Lerman called
his move to Steven Lerman
D.C. a “major
life-changing event” after more than
four decades at MIT.
“This is the first time I ever considered leaving and it was the excitement of coming to GW that made me
apply in the first place when I had
previously not looked for any outside
positions,” Lerman said.
Lerman noted the differences between the universities, calling GW a
“full-spectrum university” unlike the
science and engineering-focused MIT.
But despite the differences between
the two institutions, Lerman said he
will bring his legacy of working collaboratively with students, faculty
and staff with him when he comes to
Foggy Bottom.
“I think the role of provost at
any university is to help realize the
aspirations of both faculty and students. You have to enter into a role
like this with the understanding
that you’re serving the students,”
Lerman said. “That is probably the

als, Wheeler-Moore said.
Frank Demes, assistant university
police chief, said in an e-mail Wednesday that UPD continues to monitor
the crimes and will make further
staffing decisions “based on a review
of the situation.” UPD had already increased attention on the west side of
campus – where many of the crimes
have been reported – The Hatchet reported in early February.
“We have increased GWPD’s
staffing presence and equally important we are working to educate the
GW community about how to prevent these crimes,” Demes said.
Six of the seven Crime Alerts
sent out by the University this calendar year described suspects as black
males, and five reported suspects to
be juveniles. The other two did not list
estimated ages of the suspects.
“We are focusing directly on
the suspects,” Wheeler-Moore said.

See CRIME: Page 8

Same-sex marriage
licenses become
available in District
by Amy D'oNofrio
Assistant News Editor
Angelisa Young and Sinjoyla
Townsend got up before dawn to
come to the courthouse. So did
Rocky Galloway and Reggie Stanley.
Then came Cuc Vu and Gwen Migita. They all came to do something
they’ve been waiting for years to do:
apply for a marriage license.
The scene outside the H. Carl
Moultrie Courthouse in downtown
D.C. Wednesday morning was a
milestone moment for supporters of
gay marriage, as the day was the first
in which same-sex couples could apply for marriage licenses in the District. Same-sex marriage is only legal
in five states besides D.C.
The first three same-sex couples
in line at the courthouse Wednesday
morning were followed throughout
the day by dozens of other couples,
and by the end of the day about 150
couples had applied, according to an
Associated Press report.

OPINIONS

Thumbs up, thumbs down
The Hatchet's editorial board wraps up the month with
scholarships, fundraising and FoBoGro. • Page 4

ARTS

Step up to the stage
Alpha Phi Alpha’s 13th annual step show featured
teams from schools along the East Coast. • Page 7

Journalists share
challenges of war
International
reporters discuss
living safely in the
red zone during the
Iraq War.
• Page 3
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Barbara and Carol Bustard-Vurnside, top, kiss after applying for their marriage
license. Angelisa Young and Sinjoyla Townsend, bottom, were first in line.
“We kind of went through the
motions of getting ready for the application, and then when we came
out [of the room], though, I just felt
like a different woman,” Vu said outside the courthouse.
Though same-sex marriage opponents tried to stop gay marriage
legalization in the District, even a
last-minute appeal to the Supreme

NEWS

Court Tuesday failed to stop the
opening. A 30-day Congressional
review period, required for laws in
D.C., went by without halting the
gay marriage legislation, which was
signed by Mayor Adrian Fenty in
December after being approved by
the D.C. Council.

See MARRIAGE: Page 8

NEWS
SA officers represent students at trustee meetings
Three representatives report to GW's highest governing
body, offering advice on behalf of students. • Page 5
Groups petition for solar panels
Green GW and Net Impact are collecting 2,000 signatures to encourage GW to install solar panels. • Page 3
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Univ. will upgrade
cable services in May
The University’s cable service will
be upgrading to digital cable starting
in May, a spokesperson for Information Systems Services said.
Every residence hall suite will
be equipped with basic digital cable
service from RCN, GW’s current cable provider. The digital service will
give students the ability to upgrade
their television service and acquire
high definition channels, said Rachel
Blevins, marketing and communications manager for Information Systems and Services.
“If a student wishes to add optional channels, upgrade to high definition (HD), or utilize a Digital Video
Recorder (DVR), the student will be responsible directly to RCN for all costs
of the upgrade and will be responsible
for any equipment related to the upgrade,” Blevins said.
The cost for any additional upgrades will be billed on an individual
basis, not by room. No final decision
has been made regarding the use of
Colonial Cash to purchase the upgraded services, she added.
While all the same available channels, including HBO, will still be available, channel numbers may change,
Blevins said.
RCN’s President and CEO Peter
Aquino is a GW alumnus. Representatives of the company did not return
requests for comment.

Francis Rivera | Hatchet Photographer

Members of the men’s basketball team pass out pizza Tuesday night to rally support for their senior night game against Saint Joseph’s. Freshmen
Dwayne Smith, left, and Lasan Kromah, dorm-stormed in Thurston and other residence halls, along with sophomore Tony Taylor.

Calendar

– Hadas Gold and Sally Behan

H

gwhatchet

+ Follow

Stay up to
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Thursday
A Night of High Rolling Kings
and Queens
Join professional drag queen Kristina Kelly
and watch student performers strut their
stuff during this annual drag ball.
Marvin Center Continental Ballroom |
9 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Multimedia
Audio slideshow

Friday

Sunday

A Conversation with Larry King

Project PB&J

Piñata Pummel

Listen to the legendary Larry King as
he talks about his most memorable
interviews and the new lines
between entertainment and news.
Jack Morton Auditorium |
2 to 3 p.m.

Make sandwiches for the
homeless and log hours for
Michelle Obama’s service
challenge.
Marvin Center Columbian
Square | 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Midterms got you down? Take a
break from studying and release
your aggression by hitting a
piñata.
Mount Vernon Campus
Quad | 2 to 4 p.m.

H All this and more... Now at gwhatchet.com

Same-sex marriage
Hear from the first applicants for D.C.
same-sex marriage licenses.

Blog

The failures of the Obama administration
YAF talks about the administration’s
approach to young people.

web extra

The Last Lecture Series
Assistant professor Nils Olsen
discusses “Hot Decisions.”
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Student Association Elections

So far, one penalty for Dobson; none for Maxim
More penalties
could come this
week, however
by Madeleine Morgenstern	
Senior Staff Writer
Student Association Executive Vice Presidential candidate Logan Dobson received
one penalty after two nights
of Joint Elections Committee hearings this week, while
rival Rob Maxim has so far
received none, JEC officials
said this week – but student
candidates aren’t out of the
woods yet.
The JEC, which oversees
the student elections held
last week, spent Monday and
Tuesday holding violations
hearings after sorting through
about half of its record number of complaints last week.
The body held a second
round of closed-door probable cause hearings Wednesday night, and any potential
penalties will likely be doled
out Thursday and Friday.
Dobson was given a penalty Monday night for having
too many campaign posters on

the Marvin Center. EVP candidates are limited to 30 posters
on the Marvin Center, and the
JEC said Dobson had 32.
Maxim was cleared of an
electronic communications
complaint after a friend posted a link to Maxim’s EVP Web
site on another friend’s Facebook wall. The decision came
down to whether the friend
who posted it was an “authorized agent” of Maxim’s
campaign.
The Hatchet previously
reported that Maxim risked
being disqualified from the
runoff ballot if he were to be
convicted of all of the violations put forth against him.
After he was acquitted, Maxim said he thought it sent “an
important message to the student voters.”
“Having the candidates
they selected on the [runoff]
ballot is an important step
in maintaining the credibility of this election,” Maxim
said, adding that he plans to
mobilize students and get the
word out about the upcoming
runoff.
Dobson said he’s “not
yet in the clear” because of
the approximately 70 more
violations the JEC has to sort

through.
“I’m sure I’ll have to deal
with more violations, but I’m
confident that I ran a clean
campaign,” Dobson said,
adding that the process has
been “fair and efficient.”
Josh Goldstein, who
placed fourth in the EVP race
last week, was given three
penalties for postering-day
violations and for leaving
campaign T-shirts in a sorority house, considered “unsolicited distribution.”
“There was no way that I
could even entertain the possibility of getting disqualified when I ran a clean campaign,” Goldstein said about
contesting his violations with
the JEC even after losing the
election.
“Candidates appreciate
having their proverbial ‘day
in court,’” JEC chairman Jake
Chervinsky said of the process.
Chervinsky said he thinks
the JEC has done a good job
of “not getting bogged down
in hyper-technical interpretations of campaign rules.”
He said that of the first 58
complaints the JEC looked at,
only six were prosecuted in
violations hearings. For the

rest, either no probable cause
was found or the candidate
did not contest the penalty.
Since the election, candidates have also turned in
expenditure forms detailing
how much money they spent
during their campaign. The
two candidates for president
and four for EVP had a $1,000
spending limit, while candidates for lower offices had
reduced limits.
Presidential
candidate
Xochitl Sanchez, who lost to
Jason Lifton, spent the most
out of all of the six presidential and executive vice presidential candidates, listing expenditures totaling $973. EVP
candidate Jon Binetti, who
placed third in his race, spent
the second-highest amount
with $844.
Goldstein listed spending
$807, Maxim listed $770 and
Lifton spent $693. Dobson
reported the lowest amount,
with $187.
For nearly all of the candidates, the most expensive
items listed were campaign
T-shirts and posters. Sanchez
also included a full day’s Zipcar rental, metered parking
and a rented bunny suit in her
report. u

Groups petition for solar panels
Sustainability
office is vetting
two methods

by ERICA OBERSI
Hatchet Reporter
Finding stories in wartorn areas and staying safe
are difficult tasks to accomplish at the same time, three
of the news industry’s top
war correspondents said at
an event Monday afternoon
at the Elliott School of International Affairs.
Washington Post National Editor Rajiv Chandrasekaran, Washington Post staff
writer Ann Scott Tyson and
New York Times Chief Military Correspondent Michael
Gordon told the audience of
about 40 that gaining access
to military personnel and
earning the trust of citizens in
Iraq and Afghanistan are two
of the toughest challenges
they faced.
“[Journalists] all live in a
red zone,” said Chandrasekaran, who covered conflicts

Violations Hearing
During the candidates' “day in court” they are faced
with the evidence against them and are allowed to provide
witnesses and speak in their own defense. The JEC has
already held two nights of violations hearings and will
hold more this week, based on the findings of the second
probable cause hearing, which occurred Wednesday.
Penalty
If a candidate is convicted of the violation, they are
sentenced to a certain number of penalties, depending on
the charter rule that was broken. If a candidate accrues six
penalties, they will be disqualified.

Proposal could strip
research profs of vote
by Justin Kits
Hatchet Reporter

Photo Courtesy Ed Pfueller | The Catholic University of America

Workers install solar panels, operated by Washington Gas Energy Services, at Catholic University. Two
student organizations, Green GW and Net Impact, are petitioning to launch a similar endeavor at GW.
power agreement,” where an
energy company would pay
for and install the solar panels
at the University, and then GW
would be responsible for paying the company for the energy that the panels produce.
At the end of the contract, the
University would be forced to
purchase the panels. The other
method would entail the University simply purchasing the
solar panels and then reaping
the energy from the panels for
free.
“The biggest pros of a
PPA is that another company
finances the installation of the
solar panels. Another pro is
that as part of the contract, they
write in the energy costs from
those panels,” said Christina
Luthy, a sustainability project
facilitator in the Office of Sustainability.
“The potential cons are
that it locks you into a technology for the lifetime of a
contract, and you can’t predict
what having the cost of those
panels will be at the end of the
contract,” Luthy added. “Then
you are potentially stuck with
a technology that you don’t
want anymore and now own.”
Waskow said the Office of

Sustainability is waiting to hear
back from a variety of companies that deal with solar power
to receive estimates before
making a proposal to the Executive Vice President and Treasurer’s Office, which would be
responsible for approving this
proposal before handing it to
the Board of Trustees for final
approval.
Olson added that Green
GW and Net Impact will collect 2,000 signatures before
presenting the petition to administrators. As of Wednesday, the petition had 431 signatures.
The group came to the
2,000-signature figure because
they wanted to get the support
of 10 percent of the undergraduate and graduate population
at GW, Olson said, adding that
he thinks the goal is feasible.
Green GW, in addition to
creating a Facebook page to
promote the petition, has sent
out e-mails to many student
organizations on campus, asking the leaders to forward the
petition over their listervs.
“It’s being publicized
through all sorts of social networks, but basically it’s a viral approach,” Ludwig said.

“Most information about the
petition was sent via [e-mail
lists] with the request to send it
on to five friends.”
This past fall, Catholic
University installed the largest
solar-energy system in the D.C.
area, with more than 1,000 solar
panels on four buildings, said
Brian Alexander, director of energy management and utilities
at Catholic. The school took the
PPA approach, partnering with
Washington Gas Energy Services. WGES installed the 1,088
panels there, and Catholic is responsible for paying WGES for
the energy the panels produce,
Alexander said.
The coalition of student
organizations and the Office
of Sustainability both said they
are very interested in the role
solar panels could play in the
development of the Climate
Action Plan – due in early
May – that will detail how
GW plans to become carbonneutral.
“This seems like a really
popular way [to go carbonneutral]. There is a lot of student support for it,” Olson
said.
–Emily Cahn contributed to this
report.

Journalists share battlefield stories
Reporters say
safety is No. 1
priority in Iraq

Probable Cause Hearing
Within five days of receiving a complaint, the JEC meets
in executive session and the chief investigator recommends
to the committee whether or not there is enough evidence
to prosecute a candidate for violating the charter. This year,
probable cause hearings were split over two days to handle
the volume of complaints received.

Resolution causes
debate at Faculty
Senate meeting

by Michelle Brown
Hatchet Staff Writer
Students and organizations across campus are banding together to form a petition
to support the installation of
solar panels on the roofs of the
Marvin Center, Funger and
Duques halls, the president of
Green GW said this week.
Sophie Waskow, a spokeswoman for the Office of Sustainability, said her office is on
board with the project and is
helping to come up with a financial analysis of how much
the addition of solar panel
energy would cost the University. Waskow said she is
working with Green GW and
Net Impact – a student group
on campus focused on the environmental movement – to
determine the feasibility of the
project.
Spencer Olson, president
of Green GW, said his organization is helping voice student support for solar power
implementation to University
administrators.
“We are trying to get the
GW community to show that
they are really supportive of
solar [energy] on campus and
renewable energy,” Olson said.
“Especially with the GW Solar
Institute, it just makes sense for
us to have solar [energy] on
campus.”
Andy Ludwig, the copresident of Net Impact, said
the petition will ultimately be
sent to many GW administrative departments, including
Facilities Management, the Office of Sustainability and the
Executive Vice President and
Treasurer’s Office, to show the
University’s support for the
project.
Waskow said there are two
methods of installing solar panels at the University that her
office is currently vetting. One
would be to form a “purchase

Complaint
Anyone can file a complaint if they believe a candidate
has violated the JEC charter, like going over a spending limit
or violating postering regulations. They must do so within
three days of witnessing the violation and submit it to the
JEC’s chief investigator. The JEC received “a record number” of
complaints this year, according to chairman Jake Chervinsky.

including the 2003 U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq. “We had a
house in Baghdad, our neighbors were Iraqis. We had to
conceal our presence, hoping nobody would notice the
half-dozen foreigners in their
neighborhood.”
Chandrasekaran stressed
how difficult it was to get civilians to open up about the
situations developing around
them.
“Prior to the invasion, it
felt like the fog of war, you
could walk around and speak
to various people on different sides of the spectrum,”
Chandrasekaran said. “Later,
many parts of the city became
too dangerous to travel.”
Tyson said that even if she
could get civilians to open up
to her, assuring that she was
safe while in the streets of
Iraq and Afghanistan was always a challenge.
“Contact with civilians
is such a hurdle when safety
is your No. 1 priority,” said
Tyson, who has been covering the Iraq and Afghan wars
with the Washington Post
since 2001. “In these conflicts, reporters are targets.
You constantly have to make

Rafaella Giampaolo | Hatchet Photographer

Washington Post National Editor Rajiv Chandrasekran speaks about
war reporting at the Elliott School Monday afternoon.
judgment calls about where
you’re going to go and who
you’re going to interview for
your safety.”
One of the principle challenges was overcoming barriers with the military, which
would allow journalists to
travel with their units involved in armed conflict.
“Embedding with the
military is limiting, you go
where they go,” Tyson said.
“I had to beg the military police unit driving through Mo-

sul, a city in northern Iraq, to
talk to people. Sometimes
they would outright not let
you go places when things
get bad.”
Tyson learned through
these experiences that body
language often times meant
more than the stories her
sources would tell her.
“You learn so much more
from the body language – the
fear in a military commander’s
eyes says so much more than
his words,” Tyson said. u

Faculty members and
the dean of the School of
Public Health and Health
Services are arguing over
a resolution presented at
last month’s Faculty Senate meeting that would bar
SPHHS research faculty
from being a part of certain
decision-making groups.
The resolution, introduced by the Committee
on Professional Ethics and
Academic Freedom, would
prevent research faculty in
the school from participating in curriculum decisions,
as well as the appointments
of tenured professors, deans
and department chairs. Supporters of the resolution say
the research faculty are subject to coercion and should
not be trusted to vote, but
SPHHS Interim Dean Josef

"It is my hope...[that] the
senate will take issue
with this incendiary,
discriminatory and
offensive characterization
of research and
non-tenure accruing
faculty."
Josef reum
Interim Dean, SPHHS
Reum said that the resolution would make research
faculty “second-class citizens.”
Research faculty are
members of the school’s
staff whose primary job is
in research rather than the
instruction of students.
In non-GW Medical Center programs, research faculty are not allowed to vote on
certain governance issues.
But many faculty members
in the SPHHS – which is a
part of the medical center –
are research-based, so stripping them of the ability to
vote would take the rights
from a significant number
of faculty members.
The resolution says research faculty are “less
likely than tenure-accruing
faculty to have the academic independence and scholarly background needed to
achieve the high levels of
scholarly excellence and academic recognition to which
the University aspires.”
The proposal – which
was tabled and will be revised and reintroduced at a
future meeting – caused a
stir among faculty when it
was submitted during the
February Faculty Senate
meeting, inducing outbursts
from faculty and Reum, who
said he had not been consulted on the matter. Reum

said that he was “immediately saddened, angry and
frightened” that members
of GW would be devalued
based on their appointment
status.
“It is my hope, for the
life of the entire GWU community…[that] the senate
will take issue with this
incendiary, discriminatory
and offensive characterization of research and nontenure accruing faculty,”
Reum said last week.
Chair of the Committee for Professional Ethics
and Academic Freedom and
principle supporter of the
resolution Charles Garris
said in an interview earlier
this week that research faculty are often subject to coercion by other faculty and
administrators and should
not be allowed to partake in
University governance.
“Only regular, activestatus faculty, the majority
of which are tenured and
tenure-track faculty, who
have a long-term stake in
the University [and who]
are not subject to coercion
should vote,” Garris said.
“Research faculty should
not vote on code-specified
matters which affect the
long-term academic excellence of the SPHHS.”
Failure to reduce the
influence of the research
faculty “may have negative
consequences” for SPHHS,
Garris said.
The issue of research
faculty influence stems from
SPHHS being out of compliance with the Faculty Code
concerning the number of
tenured or tenure-accruing
faculty in each school. The
Faculty Code requires that
at least 50 percent of professors in each school be
tenured or tenure-accruing,
and caps non-tenured professors at 25 percent of the
school’s total active faculty.
In SPHHS research faculty,
as of this fiscal year, reached
the 50 percent mark, but
still employs too many nontenured professors at 38
percent.
One of GW’s newest
schools, SPHHS has been
addressing this shortcoming since its creation in
1997. In 2005, only 39 percent of faculty members
were employed as tenured
or tenure-accruing faculty,
Reum said last fall.
Garris said while the
resolution would limit the
influence of research faculty, it “does not prevent the
SPHHS from seeking and
availing themselves of the
knowledge, experience and
expertise of the research faculty, nor involving them in a
wide variety of matters.”
Eric Goplerud, a research
professor in the school’s department of health policy,
called the resolution “insulting and ignorant.” He
said the position taken by
the committee is “arrogant,
condescending and morally
wrong.”
“It badly smacks of a
class society of the elect
and the fallen,” Goplerud
said. “Didn’t we have a
revolution, the leader of
which our University is
named [after], to establish
a democracy? Shame on the
Faculty Senate.” u
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Staff Editorial

Thumbs Up/
Thumbs Down
The Hatchet’s monthly wrapup of GW’s ups and downs.
Where art thou?
The University has been reducing the number of art classes, leading some students to express discontent with the art department. With
fewer sections open, art students are
having a harder time finding classes
they need to take. Although department chair Thomas Brown claims
that the reduced class sizes increase
the level of engagement, we believe
that GW should go back to teaching
more sections. Art is a gift that everyone
should have the chance to experience, and not
having more sections will make it difficult for
art students to fulfill requirements.
A healthy donation
After about a dozen students left the School
of Public Health and Health Services before
completing their program, the school
has decided to create a scholarship
fund. Kicking off the fund was GW
alumna and University Trustee Zoe
Beckerman, with an astounding
donation of more than $50,000 for
students in SPHHS’ two-year master's program.
Falling short on fundraising
More than seven months through the fiscal year, the University has raised less
than a third of its annual fundraising goal. With $90 million to go,
we aren’t optimistic. Hopefully, the
hiring of Michael Morsberger to the
position of vice president for development will hopefully be a beacon of
light in the wake of what seems like recent departmental turbulence.
Hobnobbing with Hobbs
Men’s basketball coach Karl Hobbs and his
team have been hanging around popular lunch
destinations, visiting dorms and handing out pizza to drum up support for
the team. Aside from an exciting
season, it’s great to see this kind
of community and spirit building
from some of our school’s bestknown athletes. They’ve performed
w e l l in a season of lowered expectations, and
this kind of work is going above and beyond for
the school.
Colonial crushes
The Student Association has launched a
partnership with the Web site GoodCrush.com,
a site that allows you to anonymously e-mail
anyone your heart desires, and then
see if the feeling is reciprocated.
There are certainly better things
for our student government to
be doing. Nonetheless, it’s not likely
this was a big waste of its resources,
and we confess that we are excited to find out
who is crushing on us.
Pitching in
GW is making progress toward having the
first lady speak at Commencement, and it will
continue to do so with the help of the University’s Board of Trustees. Members of the
board have pledged to do at least 60
hours of service each, all of which
will be counted toward the Obama
Service Challenge. This promise
from the board is very much appreciated, and we hope that the added
numbers will help the University reach its goal
of 100,000 hours.
Encouraging diverse employment
According to the Office of Institutional Research, GW employs about 2 percent more minority faculty than the national average. While this isn’t much higher,
diversity is an important issue
for GW, and knowing that we are
above average is good. On the other
hand, there is work to be done, especially for the School of Public Health and Health
Services.
Hungry for a Hatchet
The opening of FoBoGro is fast approaching, and we couldn’t be
more excited. Our only suggestion: a sandwich named “The
Hatchet.” Recipe: turkey, Swiss
cheese, lettuce, tomato, honey
mustard, and pickles on wheat complete with frilly toothpicks.

Quotable
"Didn’t we have a revolution, the leader of
which our University is named [after], to establish
a democracy? Shame on the Faculty Senate."
– SPHHS research professor Eric
Goplerud,

on

a

Faculty

Senate

amendment introduced last month.
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Exploring Pelham's positives

New residence hall's location shouldn't deter potential occupants

I

t is becoming quite clear that the only - and I
mean only - problem with GW’s newest residence hall, Pelham, is that it is on the Vern. If
Pelham nested more conveniently in Foggy Bottom, students would be selling their BlackBerrys
on the street if it meant they could live there. But
truthfully, a heavenly place such as Pelham could
only be located on the Vern. After all, what is the
point of rehearsing in your own black-box theater
if an ambulance siren shrieks every 15 minutes?
I would think that everyone at this point is
well aware of Pelham’s luxuries, but in case headphones haven’t left your ears since last April, I
will indulge you. By living in Pelham Hall, residents will have unique access to a brand-new fitness center, recording studios and independent
rehearsal space, in addition to laundry facilities
on every floor and student study rooms. For
those residents more artistically inclined, Pelham
offers a black-box theater and an art studio. In
other words, Pelham is like a small, artsy boarding school.
Unfortunately, Pelham’s one vice is a decisive one in the eyes of most GW students. The response commonly given to the question, “Would
you live in Pelham?” as I overheard on the Vern
express, is, “It’s awesome, but it’s on the Vern.” I
am here to tell you that yes, Pelham is awesome,
and its location should not by any means deter
you from deciding to live there.
The Vern has developed a misconstrued
reputation for being this far-off place with no real
connection to the University. The college experi-

ence on the Vern is supposedly lesser than that of pected benefits. For one, the ride could be a brief
Foggy Bottom, and thus, the Vern is viewed as a solution to last night’s procrastination or lack of
disadvantage.
sleep. Plus, keep in mind that a good playlist can
In reality, the Vern has many advantages that change anything.
go unnoticed by the typical visitor from Foggy
As students of this University, we have esBottom, who gets off the shuttle
tablished the mentality that livonly to get back on it 45 minutes
ing on the Vern is an inadequate
Kelsey Rohwer
later. These resources, unique to
college experience; it’s seen as a
the Vern, make Pelham Hall a
trap, destroying all social opporColumnist
worthy housing investment.
tunities. To change this biased
For instance, Ames Dining
and false mentality, you simply
Hall. Equipped with restauranthave to live on the Vern. The Unistyle booths, an exhibition station and a refresh- versity itself seems to understand this, as it apingly accommodating environment, Ames is sim- pears it is using Pelham to reintroduce the Vern
ply better than J Street. Although Ames Dining as the incomparable living experience that it is.
Hall is going to be transformed into an academic However, the fact that Pelham seems to have rebuilding, the same friendly service and atmo- ceived minimal response from students is a resphere will be accessible to Pelham residents in minder of the same negative mentality all over
the new food court, which will be located in the again.
new residence hall. With the exception of Ivory
Though primarily built for freshmen, the
Tower and Potomac House, no other residence University is hoping to also house sophomores,
hall has accessible dining directly beneath it.
juniors and seniors in Pelham. With the continuA quick stroll from Pelham brings you to ing judgmental view of the Vern, however, the
the Vern’s second perk: Eckles Library. Trading University will be lucky to get 20 students. No
Gelman’s graffiti and empty Starbucks cups for other living opportunity will offer the resources
cozy swivel chairs and clean carpets, Eckles is and advantages that Pelham does, but the fact
ideal for productivity. Additionally, Pelham itself that students don’t realize this is indicative of a
houses 10 study rooms. And yet, despite Pel- larger problem for the University’s ambitions for
ham’s convenient location, providing easy access the Vern. But regardless of these ambitions, stuto both exceptional dining and study facilities, dents need to get one thing through their heads:
the largest problem seems to be the location of The fact that Pelham is on the Vern should not be
the Vern itself. Generally seen as inconvenient, a reason to live elsewhere.
the 15-minute journey comes with some unex-The writer is a freshman majoring in journalism.

Election losers have winning ideas

A

nother February, another bitterly contested SA election. Assuming the JEC sifts
through the alleged mountain of violations and does not disqualify anybody, Jason Lifton will ascend to the presidency by a margin of
about 51 to 49 percent, and
EVP candidates Logan
Dobson and Rob Maxim
will advance to a runoff from a race where all
four candidates received
at least 20 percent of the
vote. Though contested races are nothing new in
a school full of budding politicos, these numbers
illustrate one of the most competitive elections in
recent memory.
When you’ve lived through a few of these
seasons, you’re used to the awkward aftermath.
Losing candidates’ signs soon litter the Academic
Center grounds, ripped to shreds and replaced
with runoff posters of those who have lived to
fight another day. Many of the candidates’ ideas
meet a similar fate, with the winners assuming
that the proposals of their erstwhile opponents
aren’t worth adopting into their platforms.
In any other election, that might very well be
the case. But with the presidential and EVP races
decided by the slimmest of margins, it’s clear that
many of their opponents' plans are more popular than the winning candidates might want to
believe. I urge our new crop of student leaders

I

Lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

to keep some of the losing candidates’ strongest
proposals in mind as they get ready to lead a student body that spread their votes fairly uniformly
among the presidential and EVP candidates.
Although I did not vote for her, I was impressed by the activist
spirit that underpinned
Matt Ingoglia Xochitl Sanchez’s candidacy for SA president. She
Columnist
spoke to a large block of
students, myself included, who detest the SA’s
penchant for internal bickering at the expense of
the real concerns of its constituents. Sanchez was
right to believe that an outsider’s perspective is
missing in our student government, and I urge
Lifton to consider tapping some newcomers for
posts within his administration to ensure he is
surrounded by diverse perspectives. In this way,
he will be able to combine his SA know-how
with an awareness of student needs, and avoid
the “bubble” that often blinds executives to student concerns. Given his experience, I am hopeful he’ll take the first path and be the capable and
responsive SA president we deserve.
Whether Logan Dobson or Rob Maxim ultimately prevails in the EVP runoff, both would
do well to remember the plans that Jon Binetti
and Josh Goldstein espoused during their campaigns. As a longtime crusader for student concerns, Dobson shares many of Binetti’s ideas for

Side-stepping traditional
study abroad options

f you are beginning to look at your study
abroad options for next year, and your interests are similar to mine, I imagine you
might be disappointed. I just finished my
semester abroad and there were two key elements I wanted to get out of my experience:
language acquisition and an
interesting cultural experience
in an interesting place. As a stuAdam
dent of Arabic, I looked exclusively at programs in the Middle East. I failed to find a program at GW that
fit both of these requirements. All programs
offered by GW were either in culturally barren cities or were programs that didn’t offer
the level of language study I wanted.
By the spring, I was thinking that I wouldn’t
go abroad because I didn’t want to pay GW’s
tuition for an abroad experience I wasn’t excited for. That was until a friend stumbled across
the University of Damascus Language Center
in Damascus, Syria, a school that runs sessions
in formal Arabic for $400 a month. Not only
was it incredibly cheap and offered intensive
Arabic study, it also allowed for a lot of free
time to travel. Also, it was located in one of the
most vibrant cities in the Middle East.
My friend had decided to start the proposal process with GW to get credit for the
classes. However, she found that it would only
be possible to get six credits to transfer to GW,
because the program didn’t offer regular classes – and it would still be necessary to pay full
GW tuition.
I started to do the math and plan out the
trip, and realized that for $10,000 (465,000 Syrian pounds), I could afford classes, food, housing, airfare, travel, and spending money for
five months. I could withdraw from GW for
the semester, enroll at the University of Damascus, and still graduate on time with my AP
credits from high school. As my friend continued to struggle through the paperwork to get
the program approved for the six credits, I decided that I would go without GW’s support.
This is one of the most exciting and rewarding decisions I have made. All together,
two other students from GW and myself
eventually decided to withdraw for the semester and go. We arrived in Syria with our
ridiculous-sounding formal Arabic and a few

addresses. From there, we managed to adapt
to a new city and a foreign language with the
help of friendly Syrians.
A great part about going abroad without a
defined program is that the entire experience
is what you make of it. Getting followed by
the “tourist police” for two days,
by chance staying in a boarding house for the workers of the
Lovell
Al-Assad dam, and finding an
apartment through someone we
met on the street, were all authentic experiences that the planned nature of the Middle East
study abroad programs don’t offer. Because of
the University of Damascus' schedule - we’d
have one month in class and then one week off
- we had ample opportunities to travel when
we wanted to. We visited Lebanon, Jordan,
Egypt, and rural Syria along the Euphrates,
and we never planned a trip more than three
days in advance. The university is full of foreigners willing to help you fill a car. But at the
same time, there wasn’t any pressure to travel,
as I had just as many great weekends soaking
in Damascus’ culture at restaurants, galleries
and film festivals.
Moreover, I received world-class instruction in formal Arabic and was able to supplement it with private instruction in the Syrian
dialect because of the affordability of the university and its accommodating structure. I accomplished my goals: I learned more Arabic
in the five months I spent in Syria than I had
learned in two years studying at GW, and I
was thrown into a fascinating and exciting culture.
My advice to GW students who are beginning to think about studying abroad is
this: have the study abroad experience that
you want. I don’t necessarily recommend you
avoid studying abroad through GW. If you
can’t get the experience you want, however,
are tempted to go abroad and save $15,000,
and can afford to lose out on some class credit,
make your semester abroad your own. Going
through the process, it seemed the Office of
Study Abroad wanted us to think that its road
is the only one to take. But there is at least one
other, and it was excellent.
-The writer is a junior majoring in Middle
Eastern studies.
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increased SJS transparency and an end to the
SA’s obsession with trivial inside matters. Moreover, Binetti’s goal of reducing red tape between
students and the administration dovetails with
Maxim’s desire to simplify interactions between
student orgs and the SA, and Maxim should prioritize these concerns if he prevails in the runoff.
Finally, Goldstein’s pledge to act as a liaison
between the SA and student organizations suits
Dobson and Maxim well and reinforces something many candidates overlook: We want an
EVP who will improve orgs’ relationship with
the SA and hold our leaders’ feet to the fire when
résumé padding distracts them.
To be clear, I’m not trying to force anyone’s
hand or tell candidates to revise their platforms.
But it’s worth reminding President-elect Lifton and the future EVP that some of their former
opponents’ ideas – reducing bureaucracy, increased responsiveness to student concerns, and
an end to meaningless infighting – are absolutely
worth fighting for. Just because the candidates
who brought these concerns to prominence lost
the election doesn’t mean we should abandon
their reasonable and long-overdue proposals.
It’s easy to forget that last point during the
victory party, but if our SA leaders really want to
succeed where others have failed, they better remember it by the time they take office.
-The writer, a junior majoring in political communication, is a Hatchet columnist.

Letters to the editor
How the JEC
balances power
As the chairman of the Joint Elections
Committee, I typically do my best to stay out
of the spotlight – the JEC is, after all, an organization that everyone loves to hate. But, after
reading the staff editorial “Balancing Power”
(March 1, p. 4), I felt compelled to write a brief
response to give the readers a better idea of
how and why we enforce campaign rules and
regulations.
First of all, it’s important to note that this
year’s campaign rules and regulations have
been completely rewritten from scratch, and
I am proud to say they are exceptionally clear
and concise. At the time of this writing, 39 of the
47 penalties we’ve assessed have been uncontested by the candidates. More candidates than
I care to mention have actually apologized for
“forgetting to read that rule” when made aware
of their violations.
The point is, with even a little bit of effort,
it really isn’t that difficult to run a violation-free
campaign: If you need proof, look no further
than President-elect Jason Lifton, who succeeded in winning a hotly contested election
without incurring a single penalty. Although
the JEC usually takes the rap when candidates
receive penalties, I urge everyone to remember
that the rules really aren’t that hard to follow.
The editorial also argues for the importance of considering the spirit of the law, and I
could not agree more. This year’s JEC has been
diligent in considering the “big picture,” and we
have already dismissed a number of complaints
due to their inconsequential nature. Contrary to
The Hatchet’s claim, candidates are never held
responsible for actions over which they had no
control, and candidates are never disqualified for
running “relatively law-abiding” campaigns.
The spirit of the law certainly holds a very
important place in our minds. However, it’s
crucial that we never let the spirit of the law supersede the letter of the law, or else it becomes
little more than a tool to justify ignoring the
rules. If we allowed that to happen, then I suspect The Hatchet’s next editorial would be even
less flattering.
-Jacob Chervinsky, a senior majoring in psychology and criminal justice, is the chairman of the
Joint Elections Committee.
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Social media site tasked with connecting GW crushes
SA brought
GoodCrush to
campus in Feb.
by ana s. Ferrer
Hatchet Reporter
GW students can now
secretly post their romantic feelings for one another
through GoodCrush, a public online forum where users can write messages to
their crushes in the hopes of
discovering a mutual attraction.
The Student Association brought GoodCrush to
the University in February,

and the service was first announced by SA President
Julie Bindelglass at a meeting last month. More than 20
universities across the nation
are already affiliated with
the site, including Princeton
University and Yale University.
Sam Free, SA director of
diversity affairs, said GoodCrush’s purpose is to make it
easier for college students to
be honest with their crushes,
whether they know them or
not.
“It’s all anonymous. Unless it’s a mutual thing, no
one’s going to know,” Free
said.
Princeton alumnus Josh
Weinstein
founded
the
GoodCrush Web site in 2007.

The “About us” section of
the Web site says that GoodCrush “eliminates potential
awkwardness and shyness
from romantic interactions
by offering simple, fun, and
exciting ways to turn your
crush into a GoodCrush - a
match.”
There are two options for
finding your crush on GoodCrush. Students can use
CrushFinder and submit five
crushes monthly, and GoodCrush will then connect the
user with his or her crush if
the crushee has submitted
the user as a crush as well.
Another way to find a
match is similar to Craiglist’s “missed connections,”
where students can post a
description of a moment on

a message board and wait
for the other to respond.
Karen O’Neill, a sophomore at Princeton University, said that she still has not
seen the Web site work as it
is intended to.
“The point is for people
to date after they meet or
find each other on GoodCrush. That’s all well and
good, but I still haven’t
seen a date come out of it. I
think it mostly stays in cyber
space,” O’Neill said.
Free said she has been
getting mixed feedback
about the Web site.
“There are a lot of people
that say, ‘wow,’ but there are
also a lot of people that are
apprehensive about using
the site. It’s endearing yet

creepy all at the same time,”
she said.
Some GW students are
more hesitant than others to
use GoodCrush.
“In my humble opinion, they should call this
GoodStalk,” Sahil Doshi, a
sophomore majoring in international affairs, said after
going to the site.
One student compared
GoodCrush to FormSpring,
another social networking
site that has been known for
its use of anonymity to get
more users.
“It sounds like it could
be even creepier than Formspring,” said Victoria Surós,
a sophomore. “If I use FormSpring I don’t see why I
wouldn’t use this site,” she

added.
There
are
currently
seven missed connections
posts on the GW section of
GoodCrush that name familiar campus locations from
Gelman Library to the Foggy
Bottom Metro.
In one male-to-male post,
a user said, “I’m that redhead
that gets on at Metro Center
and always has to bolt when
we get to Foggy Bottom. This
is at least the 4th time in the
last week or two that we’ve
been at the same door of the
same car together. Our eyes
locked again today, but I’m
not sure if you even noticed
me... at the risk of sounding
too much like a sappy movie, if you did and it happens
again, say hi." u

SA officers represent students at trustee meetings
Students report to
academic, student
affairs committees
by priya anand
Hatchet Reporter
Although efforts to create
a student seat on the Board
of Trustees have repeatedly
failed, three student representatives are making sure
the University’s highest
governing body hears from
its main constituents.
Students have no voting representation on GW’s
Board of Trustees, despite
heavy lobbying from the
Student Association in past
years. Chairman of the
Board Russell Ramsey said
in an interview in December
he does not expect the board
to add a student representative in the near future, and
other administrators have
been similarly definitive in
their objections to a student
seat.
Still, although students
don’t sit on the board itself, three members of the
SA executive branch represent students by reporting
to board committees. These
committees, each of which
has a specialization, meet in
the days leading up to the official board meetings, which

occur in February, May and
October.
Junior Geoffrey Louden
reports to the Academic Affairs Committee, SA President Julie Bindelglass reports to the Committee on
Student Affairs and junior
Ally McDougal reports to
the Committee of External
Relations.
None of the three can
vote, but Louden said he
feels his opinions still hold
weight.
“At the Board of Trustees level, you have so many
things going on that a Student Association report

"At the Board of Trustees
level ... a Student
Association report
coming in puts a face
to a decision."
GEOFFREY LOUDEN
Student Association VPPA
coming in puts a face and
voice to a decision,” he said.
“It is a very welcoming environment and they’re open
to hearing concerns.”
A junior in the Elliott
School of International Affairs, Louden was confirmed
as the new vice president

of Academic Affairs for the
Student Association Feb.
23, and his first contribution to the Academic Affairs
Committee occurred during
its February meeting. The
VPAA always serves as representative to the academic
committee.
To gauge what students
are most worried about,
Louden said the Student
Association plans to hold
events similar to the “Flag
Your Problem” event this
fall where people wrote
their top concerns on colorful flags that were then displayed on campus.
“People are very aware
of what issues exist, and so
there is some knowledge
about it, but it doesn’t hurt
to have a student report that
says these are the stories we
collected, this is sort of a big
issue,” Louden said.
Now that the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences announced an overhaul
to their adviser program,
Louden said he will lobby
the board for an online syllabi bank so students can
have a better understanding of the course load and
required books prior to class
registration.
Bindelglass said the advising improvements are a testament to the weight of student
input, and that the Student
Association plans on keeping
track of and remaining active

Jordan emONT | hatchet photographer

SA Vice President of Academic Affairs Geoffrey Louden meets with SA President Julie Bindelglass and SA Sen.
Erik Ashida to discuss academic reports. Louden and Bindelglass report to Board of Trustees committees.
participants in advising.
“One of the big issues
I’ve been working on all
this year is to increase our
student voice at all levels of
the administration, including the Board of Trustees,”
she said. “That being said,
I’ve always found the Board
of Trustees to be receptive
to our concerns as we present them in our reports, and
that they’re willing to be our

partners in advocating student issues, such as advising.”
Senior Vice President for
Student and Academic Support Services Robert Chernak said student opinion is
always valued.
“So many ideas and initiatives that have been incorporated into University
operations, improvements
in service, and reordering

of priorities over the years
can be directly attributed to
the voice of students being
heard at the Board of Trustee
level,” Chernak said.
He added, “The University has been very fortunate
to have very effective leaders in the SA who have been
able to represent our students with a very articulate
and often times very persuasive voice." u
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Sodexo satisfies at GMU

CRIME LOG

Mason officials say
on-campus dining
is non-issue

2/24/2010 – MFA building – 1:00 p.m.
– Case closed
A staff member reported to University
Police that a patient started to use offensive
language toward her while waiting in line.
No further action.

unaffiliated subjects were barred from
campus. All others were assessed and
released.
Referred to SJS.

Disorderly Conduct

by Amanda D'Ambra	
Hatchet Staff Writer

Drug Law Violation

Students at George Mason
University are satisfied with
the Sodexo-run dining services
offered at their school, Mason
dining officials say – a stark
contrast to the oft-maligned
dining options at GW, which is
also run by Sodexo.
With a main dining hall that
is less than two years old and
flexible meal plans, few complaints are heard on the Mason
campus about the dining program, said Alexander Romano,
senior member of the school’s
Dining Subcommittee.
“Nobody really complains
about the dining program, it’s
more suggestions for what they
would like to see added or improved,” Romano said.
The Dining Subcommittee,
the equivalent of GW’s Dining
Services Commission, works
closely with the administration
and Sodexo to consider student
concerns and improve the dining program.
In an interview earlier this
month, newly elected GW
Student Association President
Jason Lifton discussed a recent
trip he made with other SA representatives to Mason’s new
dining hall.
“They use the same people
at GMU for their dining services, but the food is great there,
and students seem to really like
it,” Lifton said. “There is no
reason to get rid of Sodexo if we
can get what we want, and get
this to work on a GW system.”
The GW committee did a
survey last year that found students were 50 percent satisfied
with dining at GW.
Unlike GW’s contract with
Sodexo – a 10-year, $11.2 million-binding agreement signed
in 2006 – Mason recently signed
a five-year contract with the
company that is non-competitive. This means the school can
have vendors like Subway that
are not Sodexo-run.
Denise Ammaccapane, Sodexo’s resident district manager
at George Mason, said the company oversees the program, but
George Mason owns all of the

2/26/2010 – City Hall – 2:24 a.m. –
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of a suspicious
odor. GW Housing Programs staff
conducted an administrative search and
found 4.9 grams of marijuana and 8.4
grams of mushrooms that field-tested
positive for psilocybin, a hallucinogenic
substance.
Referred to Student Judicial Services.

SANDESH ANAND | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

The Southside Dining Hall at George Mason University is run by
Sodexo, the same company GW uses to manage J Street and Ames
Ding Hall. Mason officials say dining is not an issue.
equipment and facilities. Together with the subcommittee,
Ammaccapane controls much
of the dining program and the
changes made to it.
“These guys are my eyes
and ears. I can’t possibly see and
hear everything, so they go out
and listen to what the students
want and see what’s going on,”
she said. “It’s not up to me to
make decisions. There’s a whole
new generation here, and these
changes affect them, not me.”
The focus of the Dining Subcommittee is to address student
suggestions and requests. A bulletin board is permanently set
up in GMU’s main dining hall,
Southside, where students can
post their comments on dining.
“We consider all questions,
and respond to all questions.
We write back with explanations of why something can or
cannot happen,” Ammaccapane said. “Students may also
post comments or complete a
survey online. These are copied
to all members of the Dining
Subcommittee and receive a response within 24 hours.”
Mason studentAllison Bowers said Sodexo often makes
changes to the dining program
that stem from student suggestions, and that dining at GMU is
hardly complained about.
“It’s the everyday, little suggestions that students have that
make a difference,” she said.
The Web site for GMU’s
dining services lists the major
changes students will see this
semester. These include a new
franchise of “Jazzman’s,” a
Sodexo, café-style vendor; an
extended menu for their sports
bar, the Rat; extended hours for

GMU’s Burrito Del Rey franchise; and the addition of a latenight dining option dubbed
the “Pilot House.” All of these
changes stemmed from student
suggestions, Romano said.
The most notable change in
recent years is the construction
of Southside, the replacement
for the university’s main dining hall. With six self-contained
restaurants under one roof, the
establishment claims to offer
“extensive menus, high quality
ingredients and seasonal produce” to students.
According to the GMU dining services Web site, the dining
hall was “designed with the
resident student in mind.” The
entire establishment is run by
Sodexo, but tailored to GMU
student needs, Romano said.
The GW Student Association and Dining Services Committee work on dining issues at
GW, often focusing on improvements to J Street.
While additions like a microwave, calorie information
and organic food have been
made, the committee has had
difficulties making major improvements because of GW’s
contract with Sodexo, which
states that only Sodexo-run
vendors are allowed to operate
in J Street and requires freshmen and sophomores to spend
at Sodexo-run venues.
Managing Director of
Campus and Support Services
Nancy Haaga did not return
requests for comment about the
current dining situation at GW
or comparisons between GW
and Mason. There is currently
no chair of the GW Dining Services Committee. u

2/28/2010 – 22nd and G streets –
1:14 a.m. – Case closed
UPD observed two people helping an
intoxicated individual walk. All three
subjects were unaffiliated with GW. D.C.
Fire/EMS assessed and released the
individual to the care of the two others.
No further action.
Theft
2/22/2010 – Gelman Library – 9:30
p.m. – Case closed
A student reported that he had left his
jacket unattended and when he returned
it was missing.
No suspects or witnesses.

2/24/2010 – 2020 K Street – 12 p.m.
– Case closed
Liquor Law Violation
A staff member reported that she left her
purse in an unsecured cabinet. Later, she
2/24/2010 – Thurston Hall – 11:03
got a call from her credit card company
p.m. – Case closed
UPD responded to a report of loud noise. asking to verify a charge, and then she
Upon contact, officers observed alcohol in noticed her purse was missing.
No suspects or witnesses.
plain view. In total, there were 16 people
in the room, 10 of whom were unaffiliated
with GW and subsequently barred from 2/24/2010 – Smith Center – Time
unknown – Case closed
campus.
Referred to SJS. A contractor reported to UPD that beer
was missing from his refrigerator. There
2/27/2010 – Madison Hall – 1:12 a.m. was no sign of forced entry. It is still unclear
whether this is theft or inventory error.
– Case closed
No suspects or witnesses.
UPD responded to a report of an
intoxicated person. On arrival, the female
subject was vomiting and unable to walk Unlawful Entry
without assistance. She was assessed
and transported to GW Hospital by D.C. 2/27/2010 – Ivory Tower – 8:36 p.m.
– Case closed
Fire/EMS.
Referred to SJS. UPD observed an individual previously
barred from campus in the food court area.
The subject was cooperative with officers
2/27/2010 – South Hall – 4:35 a.m. –
and given a chance to leave property.
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of loud noise. He was subsequently reissued a barring
When officers arrived they discovered a notice.
Subject barred from campus.
party with 40 people in the room. One male
student was assessed and transported
–Compiled by T.C. Flowers
to GW Hospital by D.C. Fire/EMS. Four

Vets
from p. 1
"VA has been notified of approximately 190,000 enrolled
students," Roberts said in an
e-mail Wednesday. "Approximately 180,000 of those have
been paid."
Sonn said that the 15 percent of GW Yellow Ribbon participants whose tuition checks
have not yet arrived will not be
penalized by the University.
“GW will work with student
veterans on a case by case basis
so any delays in VA payments

Provost
from p. 1
single most important thing.”
The provost position traditionally belongs to the chief
academic officer at colleges and
universities but at GW, Vice
President for Health Affairs
John Williams currently serves
with the title. Lerman's hiring
reorganizes the University's top
leadership, as he will oversee all
academic and student-life offices – currently, those roles are
split between Lehman and Senior Vice President for Student
and Academic Support Service
Robert Chernak.
Knapp said in January that
he views the role as “serving as
the president’s deputy" and said
Wednesday Lerman will "be the
president when the president is
away."
Lerman will participate in a
public forum on campus Thursday that will serve as his introduction to the GW community.
It will be one of the many times
he travels to Washington before
he assumes his duties as provost, he said.
“I think most of our time is

will not affect the students’ academic endeavors,” Sonn said in
an e-mail. “We encourage any
student veteran who has questions or is experiencing issues to
contact GW’s Office of Veteran
Services.”
Sonn said the main focus
for student veteran efforts has
now turned to negotiating rates
for the Yellow Ribbon Program
next year. In particular, he said
the University is now working
on getting more funds from
the government for graduate
students in the Yellow Ribbon
Program.
“We have requested an increase in graduate yellow rib-

bon funding to $5,000 per graduate instead of $1,800 at GW,”
Sonn said.
Brian Hawthorne, president and co-founder of the GW
Veterans, said the increase from
141 students in the Yellow Ribbon Program to 161 is a sign
that the program is working.
“I think it’s great. I think that
GW is making a name for itself
as being leaders in the veteran’s
education realm,” Hawthorne
said. “We’ve been working really hard to make sure that new
vets coming in are able to use
their benefits and make sure
that they are comfortable here
and concentrate on class.” u

going to be getting to know the
community and its students,”
Lerman said. “The key for me
is to understand how things
get done at GW and be there to
listen.”
Lerman sports a distinctive
mustache in his official portrait,
and said he has since he was a
freshman in college.
“I haven’t been able to part
with it yet,” he said laughingly.
“There’s always a hesitation:
What will I look like if I shave
it off? One day I will try it,
though.”
He will live on Mount Vernon campus with his wife Lori,
a registered nurse who has
worked as a private music instructor and elementary school
teacher. At MIT, the couple enjoyed hosting social events for
students, including cooking
breakfast for the residence hall
and bringing musicians to campus – a tradition he hopes to
bring to GW, he said.
Lerman has also been
lauded for his relationship with
professors. Before becoming an
administrator, Lerman twice
served as the head of the faculty, the equivalent of GW’s Faculty Senate chair, and he said he
will take on the “contact sport”

of reaching out to individual
faculty members.
“To imagine there is a single
will of the faculty is just as inappropriate as imagining all
students think the same thing,”
Lerman said. “You need to
spend a lot of time listening. In
my experience, the only way to
do that is to go out to the schools
and go out to the department
and meet with individuals or
small groups of individuals. It’s
not going to happen by having
a gigantic faculty meeting.”
Those who interviewed
Lerman and the other provost
candidates during the search
process said he was an impressive addition to GW’s senior
staff.
The search committee chairman, professor Forrest Maltzman, said the University was
lucky to lure Lerman to Foggy
Bottom.
“He is truly an incredible
person,” Maltzman said. “We
are thrilled we were able to
bring him to GW.”
Student Association President-elect Jason Lifton called
Lerman a “friendly, warm
guy.”
“He was far and away my
favorite,” Lifton said. u
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Check this
out...

FPP is hosting their fourth
annual musical cabaret at
the Lisner Downstage this
weekend.

Slate III, receSs' comedy festival, is happening March 5 and 6
at Betts Theatre.

H

"DCist Exposed," a photo
exhibit sponsored by the
blog, opens March 6 at
Long View Gallery.

Step up to the stage

Annual Alpha Phi Alpha step show draws a crowd to Lisner Auditorium
by Kendra poole
Hatchet Reporter
Despite snowstorms and
postponements, an electric,
energetic crowd filled Lisner
Auditorium Sunday night for
“Step Your Game Up,” Alpha
Phi Alpha’s 13th annual step
show that featured step teams
from schools along the East
Coast and the D.C. area.
The show, which featured
a judged competition of various step teams – some from the
D.C. area, some from beyond
and many representing various multicultural Greek-letter
organizations – was composed
of high-energy performances
in which dancers used their
entire bodies to create rhythm
and percussion. The dancing
is traditionally associated with
black colleges and has its roots
in many forms of traditional
African dance.
GW’s Alpha Phi Alpha
chapter did not participate,
but it organized and hosted
the event. Ticket proceeds benefited the Black Genesis Scholarship Fund, March for Babies,
the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Fund, and the Haiti Relief Fund.
Although Sunday’s event
had been rescheduled from

Feb. 6 due to snow, Shakir Cannon-Moye, a senior and president of Alpha Phi Alpha, said
the event was well-attended.
The master of ceremonies,
actress and recording artist
Amanda Diva, guided the
enthusiasm of a loud, participatory crowd that was eager
to show support for its fraternities, sororities, friends and
family.
“We
appreciated
the
crowd. The crowd gave us a lot
of energy,” said Isaac Mireku,
one of the guest performers
and a member of the winning
squad, Phi Beta Sigma’s "No
Mercy" step company.
Many of the participating
teams gave themed performances. The Phi Beta Sigma
team did a spoof of “Guitar
Hero,” beginning its performance with a skit about “Step
Hero.”
The only sorority to participate, Delta Sigma Theta had a
theme of “take down the frats.”
Dramatizing its performance
with a vampire-like flare, the
team declared, “We’re after the
frats. They know we are unstoppable. And we are out for
blood.”
Other teams sported memorable names. Iota Phi Theta
called its team "The Untouch-

ables," Phi Beta Sigma declared
themselves "No Mercy" and
another Alpha Phi Alpha chapter from Long Island went by
"The A-Team."
Not all teams were collegeaged, either. First to perform
was an elementary schoolaged, all-girls team called
"Evolution." GW freshman Joel
Uyenco said this team was his
favorite.
“I was happy to see young
people participating, getting
involved,” he said.
The show also featured a
performance by hip-hop artist
Youngsta "The 80s Baby." The
artist, coming all the way from
Chicago, pulled a few members of the audience on stage
to sing and dance.
After each team had a
chance to perform, the judges
calculated their scores while a
dancing, cheering crowd, directed by Diva, voted “American-idol style” for its favorite
team. Forty-two percent of
the text-message votes went
to "The A-team," followed by
21 percent for the "No Mercy"
Sigmas.
Still, the judges, not text
messages, determined the victors. Diva called for a drum
roll, then announced the runner-ups: the Deltas and "The A-

Francis Rivera | Hatchet photographer

Delta Sigma Theta sorority performs at "Step Your Game Up," an annual step show hosted by Alpha Phi
Alpha's GW chapter.
Team." The "No Mercy" Sigmas
were pronounced the winners.
“There was a lot of competition,” said Kent AcquahAbbiw, a member of the "No
Mercy" company. “We’re glad
we came out on top. We put
a lot of hard work into this, so

Music in the District
A look at our favorite D.C. acts

GW’s own Jukebox The Ghost will be performing at the Black Cat in the next few
weeks, but they are not the only promising act with roots in D.C. If you’ve ever
wondered what other musicians call the
District home, look no further – Hatchet
Arts has compiled a (by no means exhaustive) selection of well-known groups
to come out of D.C., along with
up-and-coming bands we hope
to see make it big.

The Dance Party

Wicked Liquid
You might recognize the name from the current
season of the Real World D.C. With a Red Hot Chili
Peppers-esque sound, the band is bound for success
far beyond the MTV audience. Punk-rock cast member Josh Colon fronts this band, and while he may be
Philly-based, the band is currently touring around the
greater D.C. area. Catch them at The Rock & Roll Hotel April 10.

Jukebox The Ghost
What makes Jukebox The Ghost one of the most
promising bands on the indie scene? Not the members' GW diplomas - although those couldn’t possibly
hurt. Spin Magazine calls them a “…a refreshing reminder that the lighthearted electricity of a fantastic
pop song is still filled with live wires.” Currently touring through Europe with alternative sensation Adam
Green (50 percent of The Moldy Peaches, of Junosoundtrack fame), Jukebox The Ghost will be in D.C.
to perform at the Black Cat March 25.

Wale
The man behind “Chillin’” and "Mirrors" has
always been a creative rapper, releasing a Seinfeldthemed mixtape in 2008. Mark Ronson signed him
to Allido, his personal record label, and produced his
debut album, 2009’s “Attention Deficit.” Slated as the
next big thing on the D.C. hip-hop scene, Wale's stock
is still on the rise. We’re hoping for another collaboration with Lady Gaga.
Tracks like “Ultra Radical” and “Renegade,”
off of 2007’s “Friction! Friction! Friction!,” embody
this quartet’s sound, an energetic combination of
punk, new wave and synth-pop. More recently,
The Dance Party signed with Hell Ya!/Atlantic
Records, and is currently writing and recording
a new album scheduled to be released during the
summer or early fall. Although there is no date set
yet, the group plans to play the 9:30 Club soon and
is part of SXSW's 2010 festival line-up.

U.S. Royalty

Will Eastman
The DJ behind the Black Cat’s “Bliss” dance
nights is quickly making his mark on the music industry. His remix of Minneapolis band Ruby Isle’s
“So Damn High” was a highlight on music blogs
last year, and he released his first original single,
“Feelin’,” in late 2009. Make sure to catch him in
the flesh next month at the Black Cat, as he puts
his high-energy spin on both classic songs and current hits.

Bluebrain

This alt-rock group recently played a show at The
Rock & Roll Hotel, and are working on a follow-up to
their 2009 EP “Midsommar.” Until then, you can catch
the group at SXSW (where it seems a lot of D.C. bands
will be heading this year).

Fugazi
Although they have not released an album since
2001, Fugazi was one of the major bands of the 90s
punk scene, playing many shows at the landmark
D.C. venue, the 9:30 Club. Unlike other punk bands
of its time, Fugazi's sound carries both funk and reggae undertones. Its epic 1988 show at the 9:30 Club is
available for download; the group also made a 1998
documentary, appropriately called “Instrument.”

Thievery Corporation

Brothers Hays and Ryan Holladay’s latest group
released its first full-length album, “Soft Power,” in
February. The album’s mellow, electronica-tinged
sound is similar to what the brothers recorded
with their first group, Brooklyn-based The Epochs,
but it’s dreamier, catchier and just more fun to listen to. Bluebrain will also be playing at SXSW, and
recently finished a month-long residency at Pianos
in New York City.

If you’ve ever been to the Eighteenth Street Lounge,
you’ve been to the stomping grounds of electro-bossa
nova band Thievery Corporation. Since the group’s
formation in 1996, Rob Garza and Eric Hilton have
released five studio albums, and recently performed
five sold-out shows at the 9:30 Club.

Citizen Cope
Alt-folk artist Citizen Cope, a.k.a. Clarence Greenwood, began his career playing clubs around D.C. and
Baltimore. He released his fifth album, “The Rainwater LP,” in February.

–compiled by Emily Katz

we’re glad it paid off.”
GW freshman Jasmine Ellis said the step show brought
her back to her childhood.
“I grew up in a Greek family, and my parents were in college when I was younger,” she
said, “so I used to go to step

shows a lot. It was great, just
like I remembered it.”
In many ways this show
was even better and even
more elaborate, Ellis said.
“They had props. They had
music, a DJ, lights, everything
– loved it.” u

QuickTakes...

Hatchet Arts looks at British
indie-folk and Foggy Bottom blues

“Sigh No More”
Mumford & Sons

Indie-folk band Mumford
and Sons’ debut album, “Sigh
No More,” is sure to entice its
listeners with its passionate lyrics and fast-paced instrumentals.
The band wastes no time
drawing the audience into its
world of tension and heartbreak. On the album’s first track,
lead singer Marcus Mumford pleads, “I’m sorry,” leaving the
listener entranced by Mumford’s harsh but melodic yearning. Mumford’s aggressive and angst-ridden vocals expand on
songs like “White Blank Page” and "The Cave."
Mumford & Sons display its most interesting instrumental
and vocal harmonies on the single “Little Lion Man." Here, Mumford’s quick and upbeat banjo part leads the song among an already commanding percussion section and bass line.
Still, Mumford & Sons lose sight of its catchy yearning on
tracks like “I Gave You All;" the band’s tempo slows and Mumford’s voice is drawn out, leaving the listener wondering where
all the passion went.
The band recovers from the sudden loss of life, however,
on “Awake My Soul,” where the group rediscovers its steady
drumbeats and catchy banjo rhythms that distinguished its
sound on earlier tracks. By the end of “Dust Bowl Dance,” the
group culminates into a cacophony of varying instrumentals.
Although the listener can barely differentiate between the guitar, drums, piano, and bass, one cannot help but be entranced
by the sheer emotion exuded.
On the final track, “After the Storm,” Mumford allows
a steady guitar and mandolin to guide his voice as he sings:
“There will come a time, you’ll see, with no more tears. And
love will not break your heart, but dismiss your fears.” As the
song dwindles to an end, the listener can finally rest easy knowing that Marcus Mumford has found comfort in looking ahead
to the future and better days.
–Patrick Rochelle

"Pulp!"

Plumsucker

Although they have been
branded “experimental,” GW
duo Plumsucker presents
fairly straightfoward, noholds-barred blues and rock
on their debut EP, “Pulp!”
The EP’s sound overall has an
impromptu, “in-the-room”
feel to it, like someone just
happened to hit “record”
during a jam session. You can hear traces of Led Zeppelin
and The Raconteurs in the lead-off track “Bronze Gateway Song,” from singer Andrew McInerney’s raw, scratchy
vocals and fuzzy guitar to drummer José Ginarte’s basic
but tight percussion. “Lots of Pulp,” the EP’s second song,
starts off as a mellow, deconstructed blues tune, complete with hand claps and understated acoustic guitar,
but builds gradually into a steady, chugging rocker. The
third and final track, “Living Room,” rounds out the EP
nicely as a plain but energetic piece of music. “Pulp!” is
a promising first offering from Plumsucker, and it won’t
cost you to try it out; it’s available to download for free
on the group’s MySpace and Facebook pages.
–Caroline Coppel
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Marriage
from p. 1
Young and Townsend, the first
couple in line, arrived at 6 a.m. There
were about 50 couples waiting in a
fourth-floor hallway when the Marriage Bureau opened.
The happy, yet calm atmosphere
was broken by a small cheer when the
first 10 couples were let in at 8:30 a.m.
Just after 9 a.m., the couples emerged
to the sound of applause.
Couples can pick up their marriage licenses Tuesday. After the newly licensed couples become officially
married – at a time of their choosing
– they will have the same rights that
heterosexual couples do, impacting
their taxes, medical care options and
other legal rights.
Vu, who works for the Human
Rights Campaign, said Wednesday
she finally feels like she has full citizenship for the first time since moving to the U.S. in 1975 and becoming a
naturalized citizen in the mid 1990s.
“That is a huge thing, because I
think that is what we all want for our
brothers and sisters and our friends
and family,” Vu said.
Some couples – like Chris McLaurin, an assistant director in GW’s Un-

The GW Hatchet

News
dergraduate Admissions Office and
his partner, Devin Crock – who were
applying for a license said they wanted to come the courthouse on the first
day due to the risk of the law being
overturned. The pair arrived at 7 a.m.
and were number 16 in line, but were
surprised that there were few people
– and protesters – outside.
“Everyone’s friendly and everyone’s excited. I’m sure this is pretty
remarkable for the staff to see people
excited about filling out an application,” Crock said.
As couples celebrated outside the
courthouse, protesters from Westboro
Baptist Church – a deeply controversial and anti-gay church in Kansas
– began to demonstrate, sporting Tshirts that read godhatesfags.com and
holding signs that said America was
doomed.
Counter-protesters sang songs to
drown out what protesters said as the
couples met with the media.
Cathy Renna of Renna Communications, which represents gay and
lesbian groups, said the protesters
had the right to protest and the right
to free speech.
“The thing with Phelps is when
the cameras go away, they leave.
They’re here to get attention. Their
message just frankly is disgusting,”
Renna said. u

Crime
from p. 1
“[Many of them] are young black
males between the ages of 13 all the
way up to 20.”
The rate of unarmed robberies
has been risen notably since 2005,
when 10 robberies without the use
of a gun were reported in the Police Service Area 207, which encompasses the Foggy Bottom campus.
In 2009, 27 were reported, and eight
have been reported through February 2010, according to the Metropolitan Police Department’s crime map
Web site.
But while the numbers are growing, Wheeler-Moore said the robberies don’t appear to be targeted specifically at GW students.
“It’s just whoever is an easy target at that time, that’s who they’re
making their victims,” WheelerMoore said. “That’s just society today, everyone’s using electronics,
talking on the phone, using iPods,
Googling things, online on their cell
phones.”
Demes also said the presence of
electronics with a value of more than
$500 is a factor in terms of the area
being popular for these robberies.

“The fact that these items are
hand-held and unsecured is also a
factor, and the state of the economy
historically has been a factor in crime
rates,” Demes said.
Foggy Bottom is not becoming
more dangerous, Wheeler-Moore
said, adding that the proximity of
the Foggy Bottom Metro station may
explain why robberies have been reportedly occuring on the west side
of campus.
“What we think is happening is
that they’re coming over in groups
and they’re splitting up into little
mini groups,” Wheeler-Moore said.
“We’re having our officers stop
[suspicious groups] and briefly
speak with them and ask them for
their information and what they’re
doing.”
Demes said there is no proof or
indication that the suspects entered
the Metro station after committing a
crime.
“They fled in that general direction. We have notified our officers
and are watching that area and monitoring trends,” Demes said.
Foggy Bottom Association Vice
President and current GW senior
Lev Trubkovich said he is working
to create a community neighborhood watch to try and prevent some
of these issues. Trubkovich, who also

serves as the chair of the FBA Committee for Public Safety, said he is in
the process of organizing interested
community members.
“The spike in robberies our
neighborhood experienced last week
should be alarming to us all. But it
should also be examined and understood,” Trubkovich said in an email, deeming the recent crime alert
reports “crimes of opportunity.”
A neighborhood watch would
help protect citizens and curtail
crimes committed in the absence of
other people’s presence, Trubkovich
said.
“An upward trend like this is
something I am sure our outstanding MPD officers will plan to mitigate, but they can’t be everywhere,”
Trubkovich said. “A tried-and-true
nationwide program that gets the
citizens involved like neighborhood
watch is not a panacea, but it’s a
start, and has had the widest success
in battling just such crimes of opportunity.”
Wheeler-Moore said MPD has
partnered with the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority to
address the issues, and said that she
is working on scheduling a Metro
representative to address the community at the March ANC 2A community meeting. u
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Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office. An
extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover,
as well as cash and check through our office.

Jobs
The GW Hatchet is looking to hire motivated, ambitious
self-starters to build its sales team. As an independent paper,
The Hatchet relies on this team of local reps to bring in up to
$200,000 a year in sales.
Applicants should be dedicated with an interest in a career in
sales. Past reps have gone on to work in sales for some of the
nation's largest papers or in marketing for major international
brands. The Hatchet provides an off-campus, real-world experience combined with the convenience of an on-campus location
and a small team of dedicated employees.
New reps will be responsible for maintaining current sales relationships as well as prospecting new and former clients. This job
is exciting and is perfect for students who are able to work individually and as part of a team. Compensation includes a weekly
stipend and commission, based on sales and performance.
If you think you can help take our sales team to the next level,
submit a resume to advertising manager Arron Elkins at aelkins@gwhatchet.com or stop into 2140 G street NW for more
information.
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The GW Hatchet is looking for a talented designer for its print
and web products to create ads and assist with advertising layout.
The ideal candidate would have experience with Adobe products
and an excellent eye for design, especially as it relates to advertising. The ability to build complete, cohesive campaigns and to
design ads on spec are also important tools for success.
The GW Hatchet is an independent company and combines the
real-life experience of an off-campus job with the convenience of
an on-campus location. Compensation is $10/hour with a typical
weekly commitment of 8 hours per week.
If you think you're the right person for the job, email advertising
manager Arron Elkins at aelkins@gwhatchet.com or visit 2140 G
street NW for more information.
Sitters Wanted. $12+ per hour.
Register free for jobs near campus or home.
www.student-sitters.com

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@GWHATCHET
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In brief
Women's lacrosse loses late

The GW women’s lacrosse team
dropped its second straight game
Wednesday night, falling 9-7 on the
road at George Mason.
The Colonials (1-2) led throughout
the game, outscoring the Patriots 3-1 in
the first 10 minutes of the game and
6-2 in the first half. Mason found its
offense in the second half, outscoring
GW 7-1 after halftime, including five
straight goals to close out the game
and wrest the lead from the Colonials.
GW sophomore Megan Seidman
led the Colonials offensively with four
goals. Sophomore Sarah Phillips, senior
Taylor Donohue and freshman Hannah McLaughlin each had a single goal
to round out the scorers for GW.
GW is in action again this Sunday
when they will face off against Virginia
Tech at 1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Field.

Upcoming Games
Men’s Basketball
at No. 20/16 Temple
Philadelphia, Pa.
Saturday, 2 p.m.

Women’s Basketball

A-10 Tournament vs. Duquesne
Upper Marlboro, Md.
Friday, 8 p.m.

Softball

vs. Army and Binghamton

Mount Vernon Softball Field
Saturday, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

vs. Canisius and Army

Mount Vernon Softball Field
Sunday, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Baseball

at University of South CarolinaUpstate
Spartanburg, S.C.
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Virginia Tech

Mount Vernon Field
Sunday, 1 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Squash
at CSA Nationals
New Haven, Ct.
All weekend

Men’s Tennis
vs. Radford

Montclair, Va.
Saturday, 1 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
at Columbia

College Park, Md.
Friday, 11 a.m.

vs. Saint Joseph’s

Mount Vernon Tennis Courts
Saturday, 1 p.m.

Women’s Gymnastics
Four team meet
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Friday, 7 p.m.

vs. William & Mary and New
Hampshire
Smith Center
Sunday, 1 p.m.

Number crunch

60

The percentage of
three-point shots
Saint Joseph's made
in its 80-71 win over
GW
Wednesday.
The Hawks had
made 29 percent of their threes this
season before the game.

Last Word
"It doesn't matter what our record is. We've made it to the
tournament, so now we're 0-0."
Women's basketball sophomore
Megan Nipe on the upcoming
Atlantic 10 tournament

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

H

W. basketball gets fresh start in A-10s
by dan greene
Sports Editor

Twenty-one times since November, in a regular season comprised of 27 games, the GW women’s basketball team took the court
and lost.
But that is of no concern to the
Colonials (6-21, 3-13 Atlantic 10)
as they prepare for this weekend’s
conference tournament in Upper Marlboro, Md. Those defeats
won’t make the trip with them
to the Show Place Arena; won’t
count against them coming into
Friday’s opening-round matchup
with Duquesne; won’t stand in
the way of them progressing in
the postseason.
“It’s not hanging over our heads
at the moment,” sophomore Tiana
Myers said. “It’s just like, okay, we
made it to the playoffs. Now it’s just
a deep breath and we can just step
forward and make a run and still
do things that people doubt that we
can do.”
“It’s kind of a new season now,”
freshman Megan Nipe said. “It
doesn’t matter what our record is.
We’ve made it to the tournament,
so now we’re 0-0.”
While the clean slate is a welcomed feature, not all that happened
to the Colonials is being forgotten.
GW came into this season with an
already limited roster of 11 players,
then had three starters – redshirt
junior Ivy Abiona, sophomore Tara
Booker and freshman Danni Jackson – go down with season-ending
injuries.
The remaining Colonials, all of
who are freshmen or sophomores,
also struggled to stay healthy themselves. They picked up nagging injuries here and there on their way
to losing as many as 14 times in 15
games, an upset of Rutgers coming
as the only triumph during an extended midseason funk.
These experiences have tough-

Michelle Rattinger | Assistant Photo Editor

Freshman Shi-Heria Shipp puts up a shot earlier this season. The women's basketball team will play its first conference tournament game Friday at 8 p.m.
ened the Colonials, head coach
Mike Bozeman said, noting that
there is nothing that could happen
to them that they have not already
handled. Even the tournament format, which requires teams to play in
consecutive days as they advance,

will not be foreign to GW, which
had to play games Friday and Saturday this past weekend as part of
making up a previously snowedout home game.
“Everything that’s happened
to us, we’re trying to take and use

as a lesson,” Bozeman said. “As opposed to sitting back and complaining about what we had to do – play
two games in a row – let’s just use
that as a trial basis for the tournament. That’s gonna help us in the
long run.”
And the Colonials are certainly
not forgetting their first meeting
with the Dukes, a two-point road
loss in which GW was bested in
the final minute after rallying back
from down eight with four minutes
to play.
“We have no doubt in our mind
that we can beat them,” said Nipe,
who scored 16 points in the previous meeting. “Our game plan was
there. There’s a couple things we’ve
cleaned up since then, so we’re
extremely confident. We couldn’t
have gotten a better draw.”
Though many current players were not part of the team at the
time, GW knows the perils of the
opening round all too well. The Colonials were the A-10’s fifth seed a
year ago, but were knocked off by
No. 12 seed Rhode Island in their
first game of the tournament.
If that kind of upset could happen last year, Bozeman said, it could
certainly happen again.
“There’s no pressure on us,”
Myers said. “It’s more pressure on
Duquesne and we’re more so the
‘underdogs.’ It’s a good position to
be in. We just have to keep fighting.”
And when the ball goes in the
air for the opening tip Friday at 8
p.m., they will get that chance – to
keep fighting, to keep playing, to
make that 21 at the end of their record meaningless.
“What I’m telling the team
is, if we play up to our potential
and shock the world and win this
tournament, everything we’ve
gone through – all 21 losses – are
now wiped out over a four-game
stretch,” Bozeman said. “So now,
win four. Why not us?” u

Katuka finishing season strong
by Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
At 6-foot-11, junior Joseph Katuka is the
tallest member of the GW men’s basketball
team, but for much of his GW career, the center’s production has not kept pace with his
height.
Over the past five games, however, Katuka’s production has begun to look more like his
potential. Katuka posted a team-best 15 points
Wednesday night in GW’s loss at home to Saint
Joseph’s, a career-high for the Nigerian native.
In the six games since the Colonials’ win on the
road at Fordham Feb. 13, Katuka has improved
both his points and rebounds per game by 3.6
and 4.1 per game, respectively. He also posted
a career-high in rebounds during that stretch,
grabbing 14 boards a week ago in the Colonials’ win over La Salle.
Katuka said his offensive success Wednesday night was a result of an effort by his team
to get him the ball inside.
“Basically it’s the gameplan,” Katuka said
of his scoring performance against the Hawks.
“Coach emphasized them looking for me inside, so I think that’s why I was more successful, because I got more touches. That was our
game plan, to just go through me because they
were playing right behind me.”
GW head coach Karl Hobbs was particularly impressed with Katuka’s performance
Wednesday night.
“I thought he was just magnificent,” Hobbs

BBALL
from p. 1
that just hasn’t happened to us, where
we’ve been out-worked. We’ve made some
bad mental mistakes, but we haven’t had a
bad effort day until tonight.”
“Honestly, I think it came out of a lack
of focus, a lack of attention to detail,” said
redshirt junior Travis King, who will be
graduating after this season. “We came out
flat and I don’t think we came with any fire
tonight.”
On a night when the Colonials (16-12,
6-9 A-10) honored five departing players
before their final home game, it was the
visiting Hawks that seemed to come out
with the more inspired play. Saint Joseph’s
grabbed a lead on its first possession of the
game, with the Colonials failing to overtake them until the first half’s final two
minutes.
Despite its normal sources of offense
running relatively dry – senior Damian
Hollis had five first-half points; freshman
Lasan Kromah had none – GW took a onepoint lead into the break after senior Hermann Opoku beat the buzzer with a bucket
in the paint.
Scoring the first two points of the second half put the Colonials up three, but
it would prove to be their final lead of
the game. The Hawks then reeled off 11
straight points to put momentum firmly in
their favor and force GW to return to catchup mode.
The Colonials stormed back over the
next few minutes, ripping off an 11-3 run
of their own to bring themselves to within
one, but before the lead could be regained,
the Hawks’ Darrin Govens drained two
threes in a dozen seconds to erase any
progress GW had made.
“They hit them so fast and we were on a
run and had energy and everything,” Hollis said. “As soon as they hit them it was
just like instantly, you felt the crowd go
dead and the team kind of slumped a little
bit.”
Helping the game from getting out of

said. “He allowed us to put ourselves in a position to be in the game, and I thought tonight,
once again, he was just terrific. The guy was
a one-man show at one point. He was the one
guy that could score.”
Perhaps not coincidentally, Katuka’s improved play late in the season has come as his
team has peaked, winning four of its previous
five games before dropping Wednesday’s contest. Less obvious, although important enough
to merit mention from Hobbs, has been Katuka’s ability to stay out of foul trouble of late,
something that the GW big man has struggled
with at times this season. With Katuka on the
floor and not on the bench, Hobbs said that the
Colonials have benefited from being able to
look to their center for more of their points.
“We actively have been trying to go to Joe,”
Hobbs said. “He’s obviously our best inside
scorer. I think he’s really starting to settle down
and he’s kind of peaking at the right time,
which is what you want… He went through a
stretch there where he was really struggling a
little bit, getting in foul trouble and things like
that, but he’s really settling down. He’s playing
very, very well right now.”
With his team preparing to enter its first Atlantic 10 tournament since 2007, Hobbs pointed
to Katuka’s inside presence as critical to GW’s
success. Despite the praise from his coach,
the third-year Colonial said that although the
points were nice, being a top rebounder more
consistently is his top priority.
“To me, it’s not about my scoring. I think
I just need to be more consistent with my re-

Viktors Dindzans | Photo editor

Junior Joseph Katuka scored a career-high 15
points Wednesday against Saint Joseph's.

bounding. That’s what my team needs me to
do,” Katuka said. “If I rebound more I think
we’ll be more successful. Basically, it’s not
about the scoring, it’s about me being aggressive on the boards.” u

Colonials Corner
Get to
know three
graduating
basketball
players

Damian Hollis

Travis King

Hermann Opoku

Issues in Alternative
Medicine

Psychology

Sport and Event
Marketing

Favorite
basketball player

I don't have one but I like
watching LeBron play.

Steve Nash

Still Tracy McGrady even
though she was hurt the
past few seasons.

Last good movie
you saw

Avatar in 3-D

2012

The Hangover

Song you can't get
out of your head

"Ask Your Friends" by
Pretty Lights

"Never Would Have
Made It Without You" by
Marvin Sapp

"On to the Next One"
by Jay-Z

Why you wear
your jersey number

I was always a number 6
but one year they gave
me 4. In high school
I got 22 because 2 +
2 = 4.

It's very symbolic. God is
first in my life and as long
as I keep him first, there's
nothing that I can't do.

There is no particular
reason.

Forward
# 22

Favorite GW class

hand was a career-best scoring effort from
junior Joseph Katuka, whose 15 points on
6-of-9 shooting served as the Colonials’
most consistent source of points.
“I thought Joe is the one guy that kept
us in the game,” Hobbs said. “He’s the one
that kept us within reach.”
Though Hollis grabbed a team-best five
rebounds and finished third among Colonials with 10 points, his impact was relatively quiet. The senior forward has been

Guard
#1

Forward
# 44

nursing a rib injury for more than a month,
which he said can only be treated with rest
– something he cannot afford to have during the final stretch of the season.
“They’re messed up,” Hollis said of his
ribs. “They’re not gonna be better any time
soon. I’m just trying to do what I can.”
GW concludes its regular season with a
game at No. 20/16 Temple (AP, ESPN/USA
Today) Saturday in Philadelphia. Tip-off is
scheduled for 2 p.m. u

