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CCAS advisers say
services are underused

PhillyFalter

something, they don’t show up or
they don’t show that they are doing
their part,” she said. “I think it’s a
two-way street."
As the office prepares to double its professional advising staff,
CCAS Director of Advising Landon
Wade said the nine new faculty
members and $500,000 the University committed to Columbian College advising could help advisers
reach those students who do not
come into the office.
“These nine people will give us
the opportunity to figure out what
we want to do and when the Degree
Audit System comes up, we will be
able to do even more,” Wade said.
“Maybe one of these people will be
the marketing person. The more
people you have, the more stuff
you can do.”
Gabriel said the office makes
an effort to reach out to students by
sending e-mails before events and
advertising its office hours.
“We can only do so much. We
send out e-mails to [our e-mail list]
of when things are coming up. We
try and be really proactive, but
students need to be proactive, too.
They need to come in and see us,”
he said.
But the e-mails CCAS sends

by Matt Rist
Senior Staff Writer
Tucked away in an office on the
first floor of the Academic Center,
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences adviser Michael Gabriel says
he is ready to help students find a
major, fill out law school applications or any task his six appointments of the day may require.
But last Monday, four of the six
students that made appointments
with Gabriel did not show up – a
pattern he said is common in the
Columbian advising office.
“We have the capacity to see an
amazing amount of students every
year – much more than come in to
see us,” Gabriel said.
While Columbian College students often complain that college’s
advising resources are inadequate,
the professional advisers charged
with working with students say the
office is underused.
And it is not just appointments
that go unattended – Aliya Bhimani, an academic adviser, said
that an event organized for transfer
students held last Wednesday drew
only eight attendees.
“It’s funny when you hear from
students that ‘we don’t get this or
we don’t get that,’ ‘why don’t you
do something,' and when we do

See ADVISING: Page 8
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Juniors Andrew Buonopane, left, Emily Smith and Jake Wolf started a
Student Association campaign for "Steve Holt," based on a fictional TV character.

Juniors use candidate to
show SA's lighter side
by Erica Obersi
Hatchet Reporter
As Student Association candidates gathered in the Marvin
Center Feb. 25, clustered with their
teams of supporters and anxiously awaiting election results, one
man’s success created a unifying
cheer throughout the room. With
the announcement that Steve Holt
was elected as a write-in candidate
to Senior Class Council, proverbial
party lines were crossed as the entire crowd celebrated.
But Holt was nowhere to be
found that night, and according to
the Joint Elections Committee – the
independent body that oversees SA
elections – he has until Monday to
show himself and claim his seat.
Therein lies the problem for

Holt. He is not a real person.
The campaign “Steve Holt for
SA President” was the creation of a
group of enthusiastic students who
said they wanted to bring change to
the SA, which they said often takes
itself too seriously.
The campaign has led to much
laughter and confusion among the
student body, but to juniors Emily Smith, Andrew Buonopane and
Jake Wolf – the minds behind the
madness – it was all in the name of
fun.
“We were just staying up late,
hanging out, and running a fake
campaign was one of the many stupid ideas that came into our heads
at 1 o’clock [a.m.],” Smith said.
Smith, Wolf and Buonopane

See HOLT: Page 8

Financial aid form axed
for continuing students
by kara dunford
Hatchet Staff Writer
The University has eliminated
the need to file a portion of the current financial aid application for
continuing students, in hopes of
easing the paperwork burden for
continuing students applying for
assistance.
Continuing students will no
longer need to fill out the CSS Profile, an application component run
by the College Board that costs $25
dollars to file once and more to
send to multiple schools. The profile includes detailed information
on the breakdown of family income
and assets for the current year and
past year, as well as projections for
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falls in A-10
first round
Colonials lose
to Duquesne
in overtime.
• Page 7
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the upcoming year and information regarding other members of
the household, including each dependent’s grade level.
Daniel Small, executive director of financial aid, said the Office
of Student Financial Assistance has
been evaluating the aid application
process for the past few years, and
noticed that due in part to the fixed
tuition policy, financial aid commitment to continuing students remained nearly the same from year
to year – thus removing the need
for detailed information to be submitted each year.
“Since federal guidelines required the annual submission

See AID: Page 8

viktors dindzans | Photo Editor

Temple senior Luis Guzman blocks GW sophomore Tony Taylor's attempt at a layup during Saturday's game at
Temple. The Colonials lost 70-57, and will play at Dayton Tuesday in the first round of the Atlantic 10 tournament.

Quidditch flies at GW

by Andrea Vittorio
Hatchet Staff Writer

For all the hidden Harry Potter
fans across campus, the time has
come to step out of the broom closet.
That’s because the GW Hippogriffs, the University’s new student Quidditch league, has arrived.
Formed by sophomores Kelsey
McPherson and Jenny Durina, the
new organization brings together
students who have a penchant for
combining witchcraft with a healthy
dose of rough-and-tumble athleticism.
McPherson and Durina, who are
the co-presidents of the league, said
the idea of a collegiate Quidditch
team came to them while they were
making cupcakes for a friend’s birthday earlier this year. After seeing a
broom in the kitchen, a conversation
about snowball fights morphed into
one about J. K. Rowling’s fantasy
sport.
From there evolved a real-life
adaptation of the game among 10 of
McPherson and Durina’s friends in
University Yard.
“It’s basically like you see in Harry Potter except without the magic –
well there is magic, in the hearts of
the players,” McPherson said. “But
really, no flying brooms.”
In their version, as in Rowling’s,
teams are composed of seven members each: three chasers, two beaters,
one keeper and one seeker. All are
required to have at least one hand
on his or her broom throughout the
game. Chasers score goals by throwing or kicking a quaffle (usually
a soccer ball-type object) through
hoops guarded by keepers, while
beaters must protect their teammates from the infamous bludgers,
flailing balls that can force chasers to
drop the quaffle.
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Confessions of a binge drinker
Columnist Evan Schwartz examines attempts to
combat binge drinking. • Page 4
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Bringing human trafficking to a halt
Student groups work to end modern slavery through
policy changes. • Page 10

Hillel director set
to leave post
Rob Fishman will
step down as the
organization’s leader,
but stay at GW to
fundraise.
• Page 3
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Sophomores Jenny Durina, left, and Kelsey McPherson practice playing their form
of Quidditch in University Yard. The pair started a league at GW.

‘‘

"It's basically like you see
in Harry Potter except
without the magic – well
there is magic, in the
hearts of the players."

”

kelsey mcpherson
Sophomore

Meanwhile, the seeker must
catch the elusive golden snitch –
but here the game further differs
from Rowling’s vision. Instead of
an elusive flying ball, the snitch is a
player dressed in gold who runs all
over the field tackling other players.
Once the snitch is caught, the game

NEWS

is over.
At the University Yard game,
McPherson and Durina got creative
with equipment, using snowballs as
player-battering bludgers and fruit
as goal-scoring quaffles. And for a
time the rudimentary setup worked,
until one of the quaffles gave out –
literally.
“It was actually really fun. We
definitely had a blast,” said sophomore MacKenzie Hovermale, who
participated as a chaser. “We played
until the produce that we were using
as balls broke.”
After the messy first run, the
duo of self-proclaimed Harry Potter enthusiasts researched collegiate
Quidditch teams online. Though
they did not know what to expect,
they were sure Harry Potter’s widespread popularity would lead them
to find similar-minded students

See QUIDDITCH: Page 10
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Schools confirm speakers
for graduation ceremonies
An assistant secretary for the U.S.
Department of State, a leading news
executive, a Princeton University dean,
and a top GW benefactor have been confirmed as graduation speakers for this
year’s Commencement Weekend.
Commencement Weekend will start
Wednesday, May 12 and culminate
with the University’s Commencement
ceremony May 16. First lady Michelle
Obama is slated to speak at the ceremony if GW students, faculty and staff can
complete 100,000 of community service
before May 1. As of Feb. 23 the GW community has logged 73,958 hours, but
these hours still have to be audited by
the University.
Rose Gottemoeller, assistant secretary of State for Verification, Compliance,
and Implementation is slated to speak to
undergraduate and graduate students at
the Elliott School of International Affairs’
graduation ceremony, ESIA Assistant
Director of Public Affairs Nick Massella
said. Gottemoeller received her master’s
degree from GW in 1981.
Prior to joining the State Department,
Gottemoeller worked at the Department
of Energy and spent three years as deputy director of the International Institute
for Strategic Studies.
Alumnus Ric Duques, former chairman of First Data Corporation and benefactor of Ric and Dawn Duques Hall, is
scheduled to address undergraduates
during their celebration May 14, Caroline Broder, associate director of media
relations for the School of Business said.
Duques earned both a bachelor’s degree in accountancy in 1965 and a master’s degree in accountancy and finance
in 1969 from GW.
Marcia Bullard, retiring president
and chief executive of USA Weekend
magazine, will be speaking to School of
Business graduate students, Broder said.
The New York Times reported in February that Bullard was retiring after 14
years at the magazine.
Bullard said she has yet to finalize
her speech but will “probably focus on
the subject of making a difference.”
Welling professor Dr. H. Vincent Poor,
dean of the School of Engineering and
Applied Science at Princeton, will be the
speaker for GW’s engineering school’s
ceremony, said Sandra Little, special assistant to SEAS Dean David Dolling.
GW’s other schools and colleges
have yet to release the names of prospective speakers.

-Priya Anand

Marie Mcgrory | hatchet photographer

A drag queen performs for students in the Marvin Center’s Continental Ballroom March 4 as part of Allied in Pride’s Drag Ball. SEE AUDIO
SLIDESHOW AT GWHATCHET.COM

Calendar
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Not your grandmother’s
book club

From Internment Camps to the
Front Lines

Free yoga class at
Mount Vernon

Join other fans of chick lit
during a book discussion and
swap.
Marvin Center Amphitheatre |
12 to 2 p.m.

Listen to war stories from JapaneseAmericans who fought for the U.S.
during World War II while their families
were in internment camps.
Marvin Center room 301 | 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Relax after midterms
with a free yoga class for
students of all levels.
Hand Chapel |
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Multimedia
audio slideshow

Drag Ball
Allied in Pride throws a celebration
with local drag queens.

Problems and Prospects in
the Eye of the Catastrophe
Listen as officials who worked in
Haiti discuss current problems
and the future of the country.
Funger Hall room 103 | 7 to
8:30 p.m.

H All this and more... Now at gwhatchet.com
Web extra

GW moves forward on Square 103
Univ. will request to begin
construction next month.

web extra

Fired rabbi rallies for job
A former GW Hospital rabbi is trying
to get her job back after being fired.
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Well-liked Hillel director to leave post this summer
Fishman plans
to fundraise for
the organization

co-founded GW Acting Politically for Israel. Last year, GAP
Israel was given the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee’s Duke Rudman Award,
the highest honor given to one
of the country’s 400 pro-Israel
campus organizations.
Students interviewed said
that Hillel’s welcoming environment and variety of quality programming is largely due

to Fishman’s unique blend of
enthusiasm, humor and hard
work. They said he encourages students to plan programs
themselves, but always keeps
his office door open for those
seeking his guidance.
“I’ve tried to give students
a sense of empowerment to
learn how to run programs and
become leaders in their own
right,” Fishman said.

Senior Andrew
Klein
worked at Hillel for two and a
half years and continues to be
involved in the organization.
He said that Fishman’s effectiveness comes from his warm
personality and natural ability
to connect with people. Klein
credits Hillel’s success with
reaching a broad number of students to Fishman’s leadership
style.

“Rob is just like a kid, but
has had all the experience of
someone who has been there,”
Klein said. “He is not the kind
of mentor who tells you what to
do. He is more like a guide than
a boss. Anything from personal
problems I’ve had to broader
questions on life, Rob has always found the time to talk to
me.”
Fishman said he strives to
make Hillel a community in
which students can find everything from an outlet to practice
their religion, to a way to become involved in politics and
community service, to just a
place to socialize. He estimates
that 40 to 50 percent of the undergraduate Jewish population
participates in at least one Hillel program during the school
year.
“We try to create an open
and welcoming environment
that invites in all kinds of people,” Fishman said. “It is not
meant to just be a place for religious kids to hang out.”
Although students say Fishman is irreplaceable, they are
optimistic that Hillel’s progress
will continue with the next director. Fishman said he will step
back to allow the new person to
get acclimated and pursue his
or her own ideas.
“The tone is always set by
the person in the position of
authority,” Fishman said. “As I
look back and feel good about

In response to the lack of
fundraising, a Facebook movement called “Get Gelman Going” has collected 1,128 fans
who want to see study space
in the library expanded and
improved. Created by junior
Ryan Last, the fan page connects students, uniting them
in a common goal of improving Gelman Library. It features such discussion topics as
“What’s Wrong?” and “Why
Gelman?” and encourages
members to air their grievances in an effort to incite
changes.
“I created this movement
together with thousands of
other GW students, both undergrad and graduate,” Last
said. “I get e-mails every day
saying Gelman needs better
lighting; Gelman needs everything fixed; the ceilings are
cracked; there is major crime;

the bathrooms don’t work; the
furniture is broken or ripped;
there are not enough seats,
outlets; there is mold,” Last
said.
Sophomore Regine Baus
recently joined the discussion,
specifically expressing her
concern about the crumbling
ceiling tiles.
“The building as a whole
just gives me the feel of a 1960s
hospital,” she said. “We’ve got
so many beautiful buildings
on campus that look like they
fit in D.C. and look like they
belong in the 21st century and
then there’s this dark hulking
giant that, in my opinion, is an
eyesore. With all the money
that we pay to GW on a yearly
basis, you’d think our library
would be renovated a bit.”
Baus hopes the fan page
will rally students and administrators to make the improve-

ments to the building.
"Get Gelman Going" is
not the only organization that
would like to see Gelman updated. This year’s senior class
gift will be donated to the library to fund renovations.
“Seniors have been expressing to me that they wanted to choose Gelman as the recipient of our gift because it’s
so integral to every student’s
GW experience,” said Kelley
Stokes, Senior Class Gift Committee chair.
The Senior Class Gift
Campaign has already raised
$1,300 to renovate the first
floor.
“It’s nearly impossible
to attend GW and not spend
time studying, going to class
or researching in Gelman, and
our class thought it was important that we do our part to
make sure that in future years

GW students can have the best
possible Gelman to spend that
time in,” Stokes said.
Well aware of many of the
problems students have with
the facility, the Gelman Library staff is taking proactive
measures to work with the
student body.
“Our Gelman Library student liaison holds monthly
meetings open to all students,
at which we encourage students to contribute to the dialogue about how Gelman Library can best serve students
and the rest of the GW community,” University librarian
Jack Siggins said.
Student feedback has already inspired such changes as
rewiring the first floor, adding
almost 500 electrical outlets on
the fourth and fifth floors, and
creating a reservation system
for group study rooms. The

by Keegan bales
Hatchet Staff Writer
After nearly six years at the
helm of GW Hillel, Dr. Robert
Fishman announced last week
that he plans to leave his position as director in August to
focus on fundraising for the organization.
Many members of GW’s
Jewish community said they
consider Fishman – who they
call "Rob" – a mentor who has
profoundly impacted their lives
and shaped their college experiences.
“Rob created a warm, vibrant and diverse Jewish community that, after four years at
GW, became my family,” senior
Eric Gallagher said. “It was Rob
that encouraged me to go to
Israel with Hillel my freshman
year. I took his advice and I’ve
been back five times since. Rob
played an instrumental role in
my development of a positive
Jewish identity.”
Although Gallagher said he
came to GW a wary secular Jew,
Fishman encouraged him to become involved in Hillel. With
a group of friends, Gallagher

jordan emont | hatchet photographer

GW Hillel Director Robert Fishman announced last week he will leave his position to focus on
fundraising for the organization, which serves Jewish students.

some of the things that I have
accomplished here, I still want
to give the new person every
opportunity to have their own
vision. I hope that some of it or
much of it will build on what
we have accomplished here.”
Student Association Executive Vice President Jason Lifton,
who is on the search committee
for the new director, said that
more than half of Hillel’s operating budget comes from fundraising.
Lifton said that the director position is sought after
because of GW Hillel’s strong
national reputation, adding that
the committee is looking for an
outstanding person who will be
in tune with the atmosphere on
campus. Lifton emphasized that
Fishman is not leaving GW, just
serving in a different capacity.
Looking toward the future,
Fishman and the students said
they would like to see Hillel
continue to reach more people
and build its presence in D.C.
and the national Jewish community.
“For me, the most amazing
aspect of this job has been working with students and developing relationships with students
one on one,” Fishman said. “I
see them come in as kids, as
freshmen, some of them scared,
not knowing what to do and
where to go, and I see them go
out as adults with a real sense of
direction and purpose.” u

staff is also in the midst of inventorying furniture to assess
damage and order necessary
replacements.
“I do not want to put down
the Gelman staff, because they
try hard year after year to get
the board and the president
to give them money, but they
have to try and raise it on their
own in their own development office,” Last said.
He is planning to continue
his work with the fan page
and also hold an event in Kogan Plaza and pass around a
petition supporting the allocation of more funds to Gelman.
“The senior gift is nice,
but it will not cover the entire
first floor expense, nor the entire building... It is time that
Gelman gets its funding,”
he said. “It’s time Gelman
is caught up to the 21st century!” u

'Get Gelman Going' group seeks library renovations

by Nicole Gulotta
Hatchet Staff Writer
At some point in many
students' careers, he or she
looks up from a pile of overzealously highlighted textbooks, crumpled stacks of
loose leaf, and haphazardly
strewn empty Starbucks cups
and realizes he or she has been
holed up in Gelman Library
for the better part of a week.
But even with the library
being an integral part of the
college experience, the building doesn’t receive a great deal
of funding. The University
provides funding to roughly
cover administrative expenses
and operate the building, but
any additional cash – particularly for renovations – must
come in through fundraising
– an area in which Gelman has
not recently excelled.

Opinions
Confessions of a binge drinker
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Staff Editorial

An unacceptable delay
The District’s Alcoholic Beverage
Regulation Administration is an organization charged with, among other
things, investigating violations and
enforcing sanctions related to the sale
and consumption of alcohol in D.C.
In the past, the agency has been effective in achieving those goals. But this
is not the case when it comes to the
agency’s investigation into Adams
Mill, the bar at which Laura Treanor
drank the night she died of alcohol
poisoning 14 months ago. ABRA has
consistently failed to promptly initiate
an investigation, release the reports of
that investigation, or take subsequent
actions in a timely manner.
The original sin of ABRA’s dealing
with this particular incident occurred
last year, when an investigation did

We find the lack of progress on
this investigation into Adams
Mill inexcusable.
not begin until nearly eight months
after Treanor’s death. Though an unnamed ABRA official said in September that the group couldn’t initiate
an investigation without an incident
report from the Metropolitan Police
Department, ABRA spokesman Cynthia Simms said in October, “I can’t
explain to you why the investigation
didn’t occur until now, or why the
report was just received from MPD.”
Either way, we find the eight-month
delay troubling.
It would have seemed that an expedient investigation process would
follow the initial delay, but that is
also not the case. Although the report
was supposed to be discussed at one
of ABRA’s weekly board meetings in
February, the organization has continued to face delays in reviewing the
report.
We find the lack of progress on
this investigation inexcusable, and
it means there is more potential for
dangerous situations to occur. If the
release of the report is prolonged further, any continuing dangerous practices or valuable information gleaned
during the investigation will continue
to go unaddressed.
ABRA is an agency charged with
the difficult but important task of ensuring safe practices when dealing
with alcohol consumption. It is unacceptable that a task of such importance has been plagued by a slow investigation process. In the future, we
hope that ABRA will be more effective
in reviewing, releasing and enforcing
the results of this report.

Finding a better way to curb drinking

P

icture this: a college-aged girl, after way too
many drinks, hanging her head in a toilet.
The slogan: “Best night of my life.” This is
not a scene from McFadden's late on a Thursday
night. It is an anti-binge drinking Public Service
Announcement, designed to curb excessive
drinking among college kids.
According to news reports, a recent Northwestern University study concluded that such
ads are not only ineffective at curbing binge
drinking, but may in fact encourage college students to party harder. The study says the shamebased campaign arouses
feelings of guilt in viewers
– guilt that translates into
more drinking. This is
hardly the way we should
be communicating.
Now comes the full disclosure - I am a binge
drinker. That is to say, according to medical science, I fall under the definition of someone who
drinks to excess. The Center for Disease Control
and Prevention’s Web site defines binge drinking as “for women, four or more drinks during
a single occasion,” and “for men, five or more
drinks during a single occasion.” The National
Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism goes
on to define that “single occasion” as two hours.
Do I consider myself an alcoholic? Absolutely
not. The CDC agrees that most people who binge
drink are not alcoholics or alcohol-dependent. But
some facts about me make it easy to understand
why I still fall into the category of binge drinker.
For one, I am a man, and the CDC reports
that men are twice as likely to binge drink as
women. More relevantly, I am a college student
between the age of 18 and 22, the group with the
highest proportion of binge drinkers, according
to the U.S. National Library of Medicine National Institutes of Health. A 1997 national study conducted by the Harvard School of Public Health
found that nearly half of all college students surveyed admitted to binge drinking.
If that number is still accurate, fully half of
the students at GW who drink are going to binge
drink at some point this month, whether it is in
their own room, or this weekend at a bar, or next
week on spring break in the Caribbean.

So if binge drinking is such a huge problem
among college students, why are shame and
guilt being used as weapons against it? If these
tactics are not effective, isn’t the next logical
step... (gulp)... to open communication?
If anyone wants to effectively combat the
problem of binge drinking, humiliation is not
the way to go. Instead, the communicators – in
the particular case of this ad, that would be the
Liquor Control Board of Ontario – should try
to foster a sense of open communication. Saying that underage drinking is illegal and binge
drinking is dangerous
not make the probEvan Schwartz does
lem go away, in the same
way that humiliating
Columnist
someone who is binge
drinking will not make
that person stop.
Simply telling people who have a hangover
that they should be ashamed of themselves is not
effective; treating the source of the problem is.
How many partying college kids even know that
what they’re doing is considered “binge drinking?” Setting a realistic threshold, and making
sure people are aware of what they are doing,
may help kids keep their drinking totals down.
Letting kids know that drinking to solve other
problems is not appropriate or effective is better
than shaming them into changing.
Showing a girl with her head in a toilet focuses on the consequences of the action, rather
than trying to address the cause. Did I have five
drinks last night because I was stressed? Or was
it related to more deep-rooted issues: depression,
anxiety, or a desire to escape real life?
A hangover is a reminder. The headache and
the nausea are all the direct result of a conscious
choice to drink to excess. But if a college student
is out binge drinking for a purpose beyond having a good time, then splashing a shameful image across an advertisement may not do much
to prevent another binge in the future. The focus should be on more communication, more
resources for help, and more options to choose
from other than shots or beers or cocktails.
-The writer, a junior majoring in journalism and
mass communication, is a Hatchet columnist.

Filing too many violations
by Colleen Psomas

Another strike for Sodexo
As if Sodexo’s reputation as GW’s
food service provider has not been
marred enough, one more strike can
be added to the list. In a comparison
of prices, The Hatchet found that at
times, prices at on-campus providers
are sometimes twice as high than at
off-campus grocery stores.
Though many students may have
noticed that prices for food at J Street
are higher than at CVS or Safeway, the
fact that they can be $2 or $3 higher is
disconcerting. A few dollars more on
each trip will add up, especially considering the current dining plan that
requires freshmen and sophomores to
spend a certain amount of money as a
part of the contract with Sodexo.
Last year, Sam Ramos, Sodexo's
director of operations at GW, said he
cannot buy in bulk like grocery stores
can – effectively making produce and
goods at J Street more expensive.
While this may be true, we still believe that the discrepancy between J
Street and other campus-area venues
is unacceptable.
Charging students too much for
basic amenities at J Street does not
bode well for Sodexo and GW’s relationship. This latest complaint represents yet another strike against GW’s
food service provider, and makes us
wonder when substantive dining
changes will finally be made.

Quotable

"I stay here because students
need something to eat."
– Mount Vernon dining employee
Felicia Proctor, on why she didn't
mind staying overnight on campus
during last month's snowstorms.
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Make Gelman a priority

s we embark on a new semester of work
and leisure, we must ask ourselves once
again: When will the University realize
that it is time for Gelman Library to be updated?
Students will agree with me when I say a university library is the focal point of a school, yet
GW’s library is far from that. "Get Gelman Going"
is a movement at GW that aims to get the University aware of how students, staff
and faculty are extremely upset with
the way the University has handled
Ryan
Gelman. This group has hit GW hard
with students contributing their feelings and views about our library. The
priority of making Gelman better needs to be on
the top of GW’s list.
Yes, we have computers and data bases
where we can look up information for our class
research papers, but what about the facility that is
run down with bathrooms needing major repairs,
ceilings needing to be updated, and the entire electrical grid to be upgraded so that more electrical
outlets are available for students? The University
should be ashamed when students have to sit on
the floor in the hallways because there is just no
room for them to sit. Not to mention the amount
of old and graffiti-strewn furniture that is used in
Gelman. I must praise Gelman for adding more
outlets to the fifth floor this year, but other floors
are without and the outlets are just an eighth of
the problem.
The current fundraising campaign to support
renovations to Gelman is not as successful as it
should be. We are in a bad recession, which has
likely caused many potential donors to rethink
giving donations to the library. The senior gift is
a major help to making Gelman a better place,
but it’s just not enough. Still, Gelman should not
have to find donations to fix the building – the
University should allocate a certain amount of
money each year for upgrades and remodeling.
The library is trying to raise $5 million to renovate
the first floor, and they have not even gotten close
to that.

What continues to bother not just me, but
thousands of students, is the fact that the library
has seen too many crimes in the past year. I am not
talking about assaults, but rather about robberies,
which the University Police Department has not
done enough to try and prevent. They are able
to place security cameras in academic buildings,
but the library, where students are more likely to
be, only has cameras on the seventh
floor and front entrance doors.
The University should be
Last
ashamed of how they have let this
building get to its present state. I do
agree that the third and sixth floors
are great in the way they have been remodeled,
but the rest of the floors have been left in bad
shape. And still, those remodeled floors are not
maintained to the best of the University’s ability.
What most students do not realize is that Gelman
Library receives limited funds from the University that only support its operation. The money
needed to remodel and upgrade the library must
be acquired purely through donations, raised by
Gelman’s own development office.
I went around asking GW students, both
graduate and undergraduate, their feelings on the
library. The responses I got included: “I do not get
how we can have such high tuition and have such
a crappy library,” and, “The University should be
embarrassed on how they have handled the upkeep of Gelman Library.” I took a rough survey of
100 people walking into Gelman and asked them
if the University is doing enough to better the library, and 98 percent of the students said no.
It is time for the University and its Board of
Trustees to finally realize that Gelman Library,
where students are every day, is due for a major
makeover. To get involved, join the organization’s
Facebook Page or e-mail GetGelmanGoing@
gmail.com. If you feel the library needs a major
upgrade then you should get your voice heard.
-The writer, a junior majoring in political science,
is the leader of "Get Gelman Going," an organization
that supports Gelman renovations.

Lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

H

Seeking
fairness on
campus
A

s college students, the sight of two
people making out, couples holding
hands and the ever-changing “relationship status” on Facebook are omnipresent. It is a perfectly casual and comfortable aspect of many of our lives. We need not worry
about repercussions in our respective jobs,
internships and future places of employment
for the way in which we lead our personal romantic lives. That is, of course, as long as you
are not gay and
a member of the
Reserve Officers’
Phillip Ensler
Training Corps,
or enlisted in the
armed services.
As a result of the Department of Defense’s
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, gay individuals are prohibited from revealing their sexual
orientation while serving in the military. The
ROTC is a college program in which enrollees
receive training for one of the branches of the
military, while simultaneously participating
in regular academic programs. In return for
the college financial assistance the military
provides, the enrollees are commissioned into
the Army, Army Reserves, or National Guard
after completion of their undergraduate studies. As a result of the program falling under
the auspices of the military, ROTC is subject to
the same stipulations guiding the armed services, and the current policy of DADT effectively prevents gay members of ROTC from
being candid about their sexual identity. Such
a policy amounts to nothing less than overt
discrimination and silences certain individuals because of the punishment they face if they
are openly gay.
The debate over repealing DADT – which
has gained momentum and is on the path
toward being overturned thanks to President Obama’s State of the Union vow – is
often confined to a discourse on the policy’s
effect on the active army. The implications it
has on college campuses, though, are seldom
discussed. In FAIR v. Rumsfeld (2006) the
Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality
of the Solomon Amendment, which requires
colleges and universities that receive a range
of federal funds to allow ROTC and military
recruiters on campus. The plaintiffs in the case
challenged the Solomon Amendment on First
Amendment grounds that allowing military
programs (that adhered to DADT) on their
campus conflicted with their university’s nondiscrimination policy against sexual-orientation. GW, as a university that receives federal
funding, must allow ROTC on campus or risk
being denied federal monies. GW must allow
ROTC to implement its own policies, even if
those policies directly conflict with the policies
of the University.
It is understandable that ROTC abides by
the same regulations as the military, but condoning a discriminatory practice on a campus
that champions diversity and tolerance begs
the question of how to reconcile the two competing interests. Because the University effectively lacks the authority to prevent DADT,
the solution - that will allow GW to abide by
its non-discrimination policy and uphold its
own tenets of fostering a diverse and tolerant
environment - is to support an unequivocal
federal repeal of DADT. It is simply unfeasible
to simultaneously proclaim to be accepting of
all students’ identities and allow for a policy
that punishes those who are open about their
identity.
The effects of the federal law have been
quite palpable on Foggy Bottom. Todd
Belok’s discharge from Navy ROTC last
spring because he was spotted kissing another male at a campus party illuminated
the most disturbing aspects of having to
abide by DADT. Two consenting individuals kissing at a party is as ubiquitous as a
GW student with a Starbucks coffee – it’s
everywhere, all the time. We must think
of DADT from a paradigm that compares
whether all students are treated equally on
campus in their personal choices. When
measured in regard to Mr. Belok’s case, the
answer is no. If you are straight, you are
free to engage in public displays of affection with whoever you like without it affecting your current or future work. If you
are gay though, and seek to serve in the
military, you are required to lead a clandestine love life, tiptoeing around campus and
at parties, being sure no one notices your
sexual preference. Such a burden on gay
ROTC members is unacceptable on any
campus, but particularly on GW’s.
There are myriad arguments as to why
DADT should be repealed. Our military is
supposed to embody what we stand for as
a country and has the duty to ensure that all
threats to our livelihood and our values are
eradicated. Yet by virtue of DADT, we have
codified the very things we proclaim to oppose – bigotry and suppression – into our own
laws. And in effect, we have tolerated such
treatment at GW. This is not who we are, as a
school and as a student body.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. stated in his
Letter from a Birmingham Jail that, “justice
too long delayed is justice denied.” And so it
is imperative that we as a student body rally
around ending the military’s policy in the
name of seeking fairness for all who attend
our University.
-The writer is a sophomore majoring in
political science.
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King recounts career, interviews 300 more apply
for GW housing
by Amanda d'ambra
Hatchet Staff Writer

Larry King, legendary
journalist and host of CNN’s
highest-rated show, Larry King
Live, is an award-winning journalist. He’s recognized as an
icon in broadcasting, and has
conducted more than tens of
thousands of interviews.
But speaking to a packed
audience at the Jack Morton
Auditorium Thursday, King
made one thing clear: the interview and the show have never
been about him.
“I respect the audience, I try
to ask good questions, and I listen. The most important thing
to do is listen,” King said. “And
I don’t ever have an agenda…I
never learned anything when I
was talking,”
King came to GW as part of
the School of Media and Public
Affairs’ “Conversation Series,”
a series of interviews with notable media figures conducted
by School of Media and Public
Affairs Director Frank Sesno.
Sesno and King focused
the afternoon’s discussion on
King’s career and experiences
in broadcast journalism. King
has made a name for himself as
one of the most influential interviewers in history, all without a
college degree.
“When my father died, I
just lost interest in school,” King

said.
With more than 40,000 interviews under his belt and
countless awards for his work,
King said he often cannot believe where his career has taken
him.
“Almost every day I still
pinch myself that this happened
to me,” he said.
King said he has learned
“the only secret in this business
is there is no secret. It’s to be
yourself.”
Over his 50-odd years in
journalism, King has interviewed a range of subjects, including sitting presidents, popculture icons and murderers.
As an interviewer, King
says that he finds “less is more”
in terms of preparation. King
said if a subject “is passionate
about what they do, good at
what they do, has a sense of humor and a bit of a chip on their
shoulder, it doesn’t matter what
they do. Those four things will
make them a good guest.”
Video clips from notable
moments in King’s career at
CNN were played throughout
the program, including an interview with Carla Faye Tucker,
the first woman executed for
murder; Ronald Reagan's response to King’s question about
“how it felt to be shot;” and the
infamous 1993 debate between
then-Vice President Al Gore and
Ross Perot, which had the high-

Dakota, Ivory
Tower are most
popular halls
by Nicolas Diaz
Hatchet Reporter
Michelle rattinger | hatchet photographer

SMPA Director Frank Sesno, left, interviews Larry King, host of CNN's
"Larry King Live," in the Jack Morton Auditorium March 4.
est rating in all of CNN history.
During the interview, King
showed his Colonial pride by
promising Sesno he would
wear GW suspenders on air
Thursday evening “if we have
the right tie at CNN.” King was
scheduled to interview Rep.
Charlie Rangel, D-N.Y., Thursday, but Rangel canceled last
minute, King said in a tweet.
The suspenders didn't make
their primetime debut.
In 2007, King was inducted
into GW’s 1821 Benefactors Society – a society comprised of
the University’s top donors – to
honor the journalism scholarship fund King created. Since
2000, 38 journalism students

have received the Larry King
Scholarship. In addition, part of
the Larry King Cardiac Foundation is based at GW Hospital.
”I always felt something
missing. That was a college
education,” King said of his
involvement at GW and his reasons for establishing the scholarship.
King said students thinking about a career in journalism
have to be tough or get out of
the field.
“If someone could talk
you out of being in that light,
you don’t belong in this business,” King said, referring to
the On Air light in broadcast
studios. u

SHS sees dramatic decrease in flu cases
by Becky Reeves
Hatchet Staff Writer
The Student Health Service
reported seeing just eight cases
of influenza-like illness since
the beginning of 2010, compared to a full 800 cases last
semester, a University administrator said this week.
Influenza-like
illnesses
have dropped dramatically
this semester, said Dr. Isabel
Goldenberg, director of SHS.
Goldenberg, who has worked
at SHS for more than 25 years,
said she is not surprised by the
decline of influenza cases this
semester.
“I was expecting lower
numbers of cases,” Goldenberg
said in an e-mail. “Part of the
population that was susceptible had already had it and the
rest of the population had been
immunized so your susceptible
group is much less now.”

Dr. Robert Shesser, director
of the Emergency Department
at GW Hospital, said cases of
influenza-like illness have been
almost completely absent from
the department since December.
He attributed the widespread decline to the timing of
last year’s swine flu outbreak.
“I think the usual winter influenza cycle was modified this
year by the emergence of H1N1
in the spring, 2009,” Shesser
said in an e-mail, adding that
the availability of H1N1 vaccinations also likely played a role
in the severe decline.
Over the course of the fall
semester, SHS distributed nearly 4,000 influenza vaccinations
to GW community members,
free of charge for those under
the age of 24. Student demand
for the vaccine was high last
semester, and at one point SHS
administered 1,800 vaccines in

two hours.
Although hundreds of
cases were reported throughout the semester, Goldenberg
said September was the worst
month for the virus on campus,
with 40 to 50 new cases reported daily.
Students on campus said
they have noticed the downward trend in H1N1 cases since
last semester, although many
said they were unconcerned
with the virus to begin with –
even at its peak.
Freshman Kate Noble said
she got the virus during sorority recruitment in the fall, and
likely infected several other
students due to the number
of recruitment activities that
involved mingling in large
groups. Despite this, Noble felt
students did not take the swine
flu very seriously.
“I think my friends’ parents were worried about it but

I don’t really feel like any of
my friends were worried,” she
said.
Although freshman Debbie
Khoukhachvili was exposed to
H1N1 through several of her
friends who had the virus in
the fall, she managed to avoid
the flu, which she feels reflects
the media’s exaggeration of
swine flu.
“All of my best friends had
it and I took care of them and
I was fine,” she said. “I think it
was a little too much hype.”
Despite the noted decline
in cases of influenza-like illness, Goldenberg still advised
students to take precautions
against becoming infected with
the virus.
“The perception of the public is that there is no more risk,
however, it is of course better
to obtain the vaccine,” Goldenberg said. “That is the best way
of prevention.” u

The iHousing lottery
system received about 300
more applications than last
year, with Ivory Tower and
The Dakota as students’
most popular choices, a GW
Housing Programs official
said this week.
Director of GW Housing Programs Seth Weinshel
said the application numbers – particularly the popularity of The Dakota – were
expected.
“The number of applications was not surprising;
The Dakota became a second-year building, becoming the most popular one
for second-year students,”
he said.
More than 1,000 students
listed the building as their
first preference, compared
to only 200 who requested
it last year. More than 5,500
housing applications were
submitted in total.
Though rising seniors
also have the choice of South
Hall, a new total of 1,200
students requested Ivory
Tower as their first choice,
compared to only 900 who
applied for it last year.
“This is the second year
that third and fourth-year
students preference from the
same buildings, and I think
that is why Ivory is more
popular,” Weinshel said.
Weinshel said GW has
experienced an increase in
class size, and housing applications have risen in turn.
These increased numbers
demonstrate how “class size
is a factor,” he said.
Rising sophomore Maria Cimporescu said she requested The Dakota as her
first choice because of the
larger rooms.
“The Dakota offers really spacious and modern
rooms, and since I lived in
Somers this year, I wanted a
bigger room this time,” she

said.
The West End and Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy
Onassis Hall, while previously very popular, received
fewer applications than last
year – most likely due to the
opening of The Dakota to
rising sophomores.
Around 600 students
listed The West End as their
first choice - 100 less from
last year. JBKO Hall received
a noticeable decrease in applications from last year as
well, with only about 300
students requesting it as
their first preference, compared to more than 600 listing it as their first choice last
year.
Freshman
Alexandra
Cerquone requested The
West End as her first choice
and listed JBKO Hall as her
second option mainly because of their ideal campus
locations.
“Even though these
dorms are not as upscale,
new and clean as the more
popular dorms, their location makes up for it. They
are close to the Marvin Center, Gelman and even the
gym, so I’m not concerned
if either is not that nice a
dorm,” she said.
Off-campus
housing
is also an option for many
students. Rising junior Michelle Vilas said she was displeased with her experience
in JBKO this year, and therefore opted to live off campus
next semester.
“While
JBKO
was
amongst the more popular
dorms this year, there were a
number of issues, from malfunctioning heaters in the
rooms to other maintenance
problems that I need to get
away from,” she said.
Pelham Hall increased
the popularity for housing
on the Mount Vernon campus. Last year, only about
20 students listed a Mount
Vernon residence in their
top two choices, compared
to more than 100 this year.
Pelham Hall will likely become more popular in the
coming semesters given the
hall’s amenities, which include a fitness center, meeting rooms and a dining facility. u
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Youth turnout expected to be lower for midterm elections
thirds of those who vote in
presidential elections vote
in midterm elections.
“We can anticipate that

"The majority of last year,
people were either very
amped in opposition
to Barack Obama or a
proponent of him I feel
virtually no student
interest in the actual
Senate elections."
Pat miller
Sophomore
young people who vote will
be lower in 2010 than in
2008,” he said.
Peter Weiss, president of
The GW College Democrats,

said he believes as the campaign season approaches,
there will be an increase in
activities and more speculation surrounding the candidates. Goff said that some
of his students – those who
study political science – are
involved already.
“I teach a course on
campaigns and elections
and a number of students
are involved in campaigns
including the midterm elections. They learn a lot and
bring a lot to the class,” he
said.
The CDs and CRs say
their groups have maintained membership numbers and participation over
the past year.
Around 250 active members are in the CDs now,
though 500 new members
signed up at the beginning
of the year, Weiss said. The
CRs currently have 300
members, said sophomore
Rob Noel, communications
director of the College Republicans.
Both the CRs and CDs

said it is still too early to
plan out campaign activities for the fall, but Noel
said there is a lot of buzz
about key battleground districts. Efforts center more
on “promoting the message” rather than supporting a candidate, he said.
The CDs are also prepared to continue their
campaign efforts this coming fall, even though recent
results have not been what
they hoped for.
“As we go into the 2010
elections, we’re going to be
campaigning even harder,”
Weiss said. The CDs will be
“campaigning aggressively
for candidates up and down
the ballot in states across
the country.”
As for political involvement across campus, Weiss
believes it will increase as
well.
“We are the most politically active university in the
country and as we approach
the 2010 elections, there
will definitely be increased
activity,” he said. u

Prices tend to be higher at J Street, Gallery Market
Students
who
find
themselves doing a double-take at the cost of basic groceries on campus
may be onto something. A
Hatchet investigation of
local grocery stores found
that prices on campus are
at times twice as expensive
as those at local stories.

Loaf of

Bread

Market

Gallery SAFEWAY

While College Republicans and College Democrats remain active on campus when there isn’t a U.S.
presidential election, political involvement around
GW is less visible leading
up to the 2010 Congressional elections.
In 2008, political fervor
surged across campus as
many students – even those
unaffiliated with the CDs
and CRs – participated in
activities and kept up with
political news and the presidential race. But now, even
at GW, which was named
the most politically active
college in the nation, activism is harder to spot.
“The majority of last

with youth turnout and enthusiasm,” CIRCLE Director Peter Levine said in a
news release.
Additional data from
CIRCLE show that national
youth voter turnout was 22
percent in 2002 and 25 percent for the 2006 midterm
elections.
Sophomore Mingyu Luo
followed polling results
and watched the presidential debates, but with this
year ’s Senate and House of
Representatives elections
approaching, Luo, like Miller, said she has not been
keeping track of the races.
Midterm elections will
be held Nov. 2, and there
are 11 Senate seats that will
not have an incumbent in
the race – six currently held
by Republicans, and five by
Democrats.
Michael Goff, a professor and lecturer in political
science, said that voter turnout for midterm elections is
traditionally less than that
of the turnout for presidential elections; About two-

CVS

by Eve Chan	
Hatchet Reporter

year, people were either
very amped in opposition
to Barack Obama or a proponent of him. I feel virtually no student interest in
the actual Senate elections,”
sophomore Pat Miller said.
The apparent drop in
political activism is being
seen across the nation, according to a recent analysis of a Rasmussen Reports
survey by the Center for Information and Research on
Civic Learning and Engagement.
While national youth
turnout for the 2008 presidential elections was 52
percent, the turnout in 2009
Virginia and New Jersey
gubernatorial races was
17 percent and 19 percent,
respectively. In the recent
special Senate election for
Massachusetts, the turnout
for voters age 18 to 29 was
only 15 percent, according
to the survey.
“These state elections
do not necessarily make a
national trend, but there is
clearly an issue right now

J Street

CDs and CRs
still report high
involvement

Orange
Juice

Milk

Salad Mix:

$2.29/
64 oz.
carton

$2.99/
gallon

$3.99

N/A

$3.69/
pint

$3.59/
half gallon

$5.99

(CVS does not
sell produce)

N/A

$2.49/
64 oz.
carton

$3.79/
half gallon

$4.99

All whole
fruits:
$0.99/1

$6.49 for a
prepackaged
salad
$0.55/oz. at
the salad bar

$2.19/15.2
$1.49/
oz. bottle 16 oz. pint

$5.99

$0.58/lb

Apples:

$2.99/bag

Bananas:

$2.99

$4.99

–Amanda D'Ambra

Greens

$1.79/lb

$5.49

$2 to $3 higher.
The products contrasted were loaves of white
bread, bananas, apples,
bagged salad, orange juice,
milk, cereal, and frozen
meals. The Hatchet collected data between Feb.
22 and March 7.

Salad

Whole

Fruit
Bananas:

$2.99

The Hatchet compared
prices at the Safeway in the
Watergate Plaza, the CVS
at 2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, J Street, and the Gallery Market in Ivory Tower,
looking at prices for common grocery items, and
found that prices in J Street
and Gallery were at times

$0.79/1

(Apples not
for sale)

N/A

Box of

Cereal

Frozen
Meals
Lean Cuisine
2/$5.00

Stouffer's
2/$6.00

Lean Cuisine
$4.99/1
Lean Cuisine
$3.89/1

Stouffer's
$3.89/1

Lean Cuisine
$6.99/1
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In brief

Women's tennis takes down
Saint Joseph's at home

Despite chilly temperatures, the
gleaming sun and breezes that could
wreak havoc on the ball, the GW women’s tennis team rebounded from a Friday loss to beat Saint Joseph’s 6-1 Saturday in the team’s first outdoor match
of the year.
The Colonials were off to a good
start Saturday, winning the doubles
point handedly. No. 1 doubles pair freshman Mimi Hamling and sophomore Zoe
Krohn continued their recent winning
ways with an impressive 8-4 win over
their Saint Joseph’s counterparts, also
the Hawks’ No. 1 and 2 singles players.
Both teams demonstrated strong
forehands and crisp net play, before
Hamling and Krohn pulled away winning
the last four games, including breaking
the Hawks in the last game off of two
double faults. The duo has now won
seven of its last nine matches.
Sophomore co-captain Jacqueline
Corba teamed with freshman Sasha
Gluck at No. 2 doubles and freshman
Dorota Lysienia paired with sophomore
Meg Tyner for the No. 3 doubles match.
Both were first-time pairings and both
pairs won their inaugural matches by 8-1
scores.
The dominating day continued with
junior Jennifer Hirsh and Krohn both
posting 6-0, 6-1 victories over their opponents, while Tyner scored a double
bagel over her opponent 6-0, 6-0, and
Gluck came in with a 6-1, 6-3 victory.
The Hawks’ lone point came when
GW’s Lysienia lost a tough match featuring strong groundstrokes in a thirdset tiebreak, 4-6, 6-2 (6-10).
Corba scored a 6-3, 7-5, win over
her opponent in a match marred by
questioned line calls and scoring disputes. Corba said she didn’t let these
distractions, her opponent’s apparent
ankle injury or “the tough weather conditions” deter her.
“I didn’t really pay attention,” she
said. “It made me more competitive.”
Corba lost the first three games
before finding her rhythm and rounding up the next seven games before
her opponent was able to level off the
match.
The Colonials were also able to
play a few exhibition matches, with senior Michele Style and freshman Hilary
Kustoff winning a doubles match 8-0,
freshman Sarah Smith winning the No.
7 singles 8-1, and Kustoff winning the
No. 8 singles 8-2.
“It was a good match for the team,”
Corba said.
GW will next play St. John’s Wednesday in nonconference play. The match
will begin at 9 a.m. at the Mount Vernon tennis courts.

Number crunch

10

The number of unanswered points the
GW men's basketball team gave up to
open the second half
in its 70-57 loss at No.
20/16 Temple Saturday. The Colonials
were down one at halftime.

Last Word
"They have a huge gym and it's a
crazy atmosphere going against us,
so it's nobody's personal choice."
Men's basketball senior
Damian Hollis on playing at Dayton

Check out
The Hatchet's

Courtside Blog
for a weekend wrapup of GW sports.
blogs.gwhatchet.com/courtside

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

Temple proves too much for GW
by dan greene
Sports Editor

PHILADELPHIA – All it took was just a few
plays in just a few minutes for GW’s game at No.
20/16 Temple (AP, ESPN/USA Today) to irreversibly shift to the host's favor. A quick layup by Lavoy Allen, one a minute later from Ryan Brooks,
and a midcourt Brooks steal that led to a breakaway dunk, turned what had been a one-point
Owls lead at halftime into a seven-point Colonials deficit after just over 90 seconds of secondhalf basketball.
“We just kind of lost our way in that first
three or four minutes,” head coach Karl Hobbs
said after the game, and that way would never
truly come back. The Owls ended up scoring 10
straight points out of halftime and ballooned
their lead to double-digits before beating the Colonials by a 70-57 final.
For much of the first half, GW (16-13, 6-10 Atlantic 10) was able to hang with conference-leader
Temple, thanks to an ability to best the Owls on
the offensive glass. Junior Joseph Katuka grabbed
four offensive rebounds and seven total in the
first half, helping the Colonials get nearly a third
of their first-half points on second chances and
keep pace through the first 20 minutes.
That advantage relented after the break as
Temple’s big men began to take back the post that
Katuka had so firmly controlled. Just as the Owls
began the half with a tone-setting burst of scoring,
so too did they establish themselves by grabbing
three of the second half’s first four rebounds.
At the same time, Temple turned the Colonials
over twice in a row, converting both such instances into points and putting GW’s back to the wall
with an 11-point lead before the Colonials could
even get on the board in the second half.
“We came out flat, a little bit relaxed,” Katuka
said of his team’s post-halftime slump. “They’re a
great team and we let them have that cushion. It’s
hard playing a top-15 team when you’re giving
them a 10-0, 8-0 run – to come back is hard. We
just made some easy mistakes and turnovers and
they took advantage of our mistakes.”
Much of that cushion was built in the paint,
an area GW not only controlled via rebounding
but also scoring in the first half, putting up 12
points in the paint compared to Temple’s six before halftime.
But Temple’s low-post combo of Allen and
Micheal Eric took control in the second half –
Hobbs would say they “dominated the game”
three times in his post-game comments – helping
the Owls out-score the Colonials 26 to 12 in the
paint after halftime.
“Obviously they came out and said, ‘We’re
going inside.’ That’s what they did,” Hobbs said.
The duo dueled with Katuka for the rest of
the game, often coming up on the winning side.
During one four-minute stretch, Eric scored nine

M. basketball
ready for
return to A-10
tournament
by Louis Nelson	
Contributing Editor

Viktors dindzans | Photo Editor

Junior Joseph Katuka, left, had 13 points and 10 rebounds, but
Temple's Micheal Eric, right, led all scorers with 18 points.
of Temple’s 11 points on his way to a game-high
total of 18, while Allen scored all but two of his 12
points after halftime.
The low-post battle – and a technical foul –
earned Katuka the ire of the Owl faithful, who
began to boo him as soon as he touched the ball
down the stretch. But the third-year forward,
who finished with a team-leading 13 points and
10 rebounds, said the crowd's noise did not bother him.
“I wasn’t paying attention to the fans,” Katuka said with a smile. “I banked a shot, I looked
at them and they started booing. That’s all I remember.”
The Colonials travel to Dayton Tuesday to
play their first A-10 tournament game since winning the conference championship in 2007. GW
lost 65-51 to the Flyers Jan. 20 in Ohio, but Hobbs
and Katuka both said the team’s focus is not on
its previous defeat but on cleaning up its own
play moving forward.
“We have 40 minutes left in our season and we
just gotta come out and we just gotta play as hard
as we possibly can,” Hobbs said. “And then we
just gotta try to minimize beating ourselves.” u

W. basketball bumped from A-10s
by Neil Sharma
Hatchet Staff Writer
UPPER MARLBORO, Md. –
With just under 12 seconds left
in the second half of GW’s firstround Atlantic 10 tournament
game against Duquesne Friday,
the Colonials had a chance to
break a tie score with a gamewinning basket. After catching
the inbound pass, sophomore Tiana Myers took her time with her
dribble and waited for the play to
develop.
In a precursor to what was to
come, GW could not take advantage of such an opportunity, as
Duquesne defender Vanessa Abel
stripped Myers of the ball, which
bounced off Myers’ leg and out of
bounds.
The game eventually headed
to overtime, where the 11th-seeded Colonials again had chances to
upset the sixth-seeded Dukes, but
they came up short, narrowly losing 61-58 to end their season.
Despite scoring just three
points in the overtime period,
GW (6-22) again found itself with
a prime opportunity to go ahead
in the closing seconds. Down one
with 12 seconds to go in overtime,
Myers, redshirt freshman Brooke
Wilson and freshman Shi-Heria
Shipp all missed shots in a sixsecond span.
Duquesne’s Carly Vendemia
came up with the rebound off
Shipp’s miss and was fouled,
making both free throws to give
the Dukes their three-point margin of victory.
Even with the missed opportunities, head coach Mike Bozeman had high praise for his team
after the defeat.
“I wouldn’t take anything
back from how they played tonight other than the final score,”
Bozeman said. “We make a layup
or two, we’re right there... I’m as
proud of these guys as any basketball players I’ve ever coached
before.”
GW was forced to play the
overtime period without its starting center, sophomore Sara Mostafa, who fouled out of the game as
she battled for a rebound with 14
seconds left in regulation. Mostafa
finished with 14 points and seven
rebounds and Bozeman said her
presence was missed when she
couldn’t return to the floor.
Asked about the foul calls on
Mostafa, Bozeman laughed as he
hesitated to comment before settling on a carefully crafted answer.
“It was tough losing Sara,” he
said. “I think down near the end
we could have used her on some
of those rebound put-backs.”
The loss was the culmination
of a season that has seen the Colonials endure a fair share of adversity. Three starters – redshirt junior Ivy Abiona, sophomore Tara
Booker and freshman Danni Jack-

H

Chris Gregory | Assistant Photo Editor

Sophomore Tiana Myers and the GW women's basketball team fell 61-58 in
overtime to Duquesne in the A-10 tournament's first round.

"I wouldn't take anything
back from how they
played tonight other
than the final score."
Mike Bozeman
Head Coach
son – missed all or nearly all of
the season with injuries. This left
GW with just eight players – five
freshmen and three sophomores
– many of whom had to endure
pains of their own.
Freshman Megan Nipe was
one of those players, coming back
from surgery to repair her ACL
last April to play in all 28 of GW’s
games this season. She finished
her first year by matching her
career high, leading all scorers
Friday with 18 points and tying
for the game high with nine re-

bounds.
“People don’t realize that
this kid’s been playing on one
leg all year. They’re always talking about the kids that are out for
the season, but the tougher kid
on the team is right here to my
right,” Bozeman said in the press
conference, gesturing toward
Nipe. “Big-time shots, big-time
plays, big-time rebounds... To be
able to walk on the court today is
amazing to me after all she’s been
through this year.”
With his current roster set to
return next season in addition
to the players coming back from
injuries, Bozeman said he was
encouraged by his young team’s
growth and progress this season
and expects it to pay dividends
down the line.
“I’m excited about where
we’re going with the future of GW
women’s basketball,” he said. “I
wish we could have represented
it with a record that is in a better
way this year, but I think everyone will be excited once they see
what we put on the court next
year.” u

PHILADELPHIA – Before doing so more than a
week ago, the GW men’s
basketball team hadn’t
qualified for the Atlantic
10 men’s basketball tournament since winning it in
2007. So when the Colonials
travel to Dayton next Tuesday for their first-round
game against the Flyers, it
will be uncharted territory
for all but three members of
the team.
That lack of post-season experience, however,
seemed to be the last thing
on anyone’s mind Saturday
afternoon after GW’s season-ending loss at Temple.
“I’m excited. I’ve been
here two years, this is my
third year, and I’ve never
been to the A-10,” said junior center Joseph Katuka,
who scored in double figures for the fifth time in
six games Saturday. “I’m
excited, so hopefully I will
keep playing the way I’ve
been playing – aggressively, chase all over the
board, get the rebound for
my team. I’m excited. I’m
gonna go out there and go
play hard.”
Senior forward Damian
Hollis, one of the three GW
players who won that 2007
A-10 title, echoed Katuka’s
sentiments.
“I’m excited. We haven’t
been there in a while,” Hollis said. “I’m just hoping to
make some kind of impact
and extend the season.”
If GW is to play its way
to Atlantic City this weekend, the Colonials will
have to win on the floor
where they suffered arguably their worst loss this
season in a 66-51 drubbing by Dayton Jan. 20. In
that game, the Flyers outrebounded the Colonials
43-30 and allowed only
one player, freshman Lasan
Kromah, to score in double
digits.
While the sting from
the Dayton loss has largely
worn off for the Colonials,
nobody seemed excited
Saturday afternoon at the
prospect of a second trip to
the Gem City.
“Obviously the place
you don’t wanna go is Dayton because of their record
at home and how well they
play at home,” head coach
Karl Hobbs said before
the seeding was finalized.
“They’re so different away
from home and I think it’s
one of the toughest places
to play on the road. Outside of that, it doesn’t make
a difference to me.”
Hollis was equally unexcited by a potential return to the University of
Dayton Arena, where the
All A-10 honorable mention was limited to just 12
minutes earlier this season
after suffering a rib injury
that has plagued him since.
“Dayton’s a tough
place to play,” Hollis said
before learning his team’s
Tuesday night opponent. “I
don’t think anybody really
likes going out to Dayton...
They have a huge gym and
it’s just a crazy atmosphere
going against us, so it’s
nobody’s personal choice
to go out there. Nobody
would actually wanna go
out there.”
Katuka, who was held
to six points and four rebounds in just 11 minutes
in the teams’ last meeting,
seemed more at ease with
the possibility of a second
road contest against the
Flyers.
“I think the Dayton
game, we knew what we
did. We know what we have
to fix,” Katuka said. “Dayton is a good team. Charlotte, Duquesne, they’re
all good teams. We’re just
going to stick to the game
plan, go get ready and play
them on Tuesday.”
“It depends on us,”
Katuka added. “Whatever
team we play next, it depends on how we go back
and prepare and come out
and play.” u
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Workers spent nights on campus through snowfall
Some employees
report having to
sleep on floors
by Kendra poole
Hatchet Reporter
Some GW maintenance
and food services employees
who worked during February’s historic snowstorms
reported they were stranded
on the Mount Vernon campus
without adequate lodging.
February’s two storms
dropped almost 40 inches
of snow over a six-day period, and whiteout conditions made for unsafe driv-

HOLT
from p. 1
started the campaign as a way
to poke fun at the seriousness
of student elections, but never expected to get such a massive following. More than 350
people have joined Holt’s Facebook group, and 40 people
are following him on Twitter. The campaign has also
gained much attention from
students, who managed to
elect Holt to a seat as a writein candidate for Senior Class
Council representative.
“The attention from students is really surprising,
and it’s really exciting to see
people get so excited about
the SA elections, which isn’t
normally something that
happens,” Smith said.
The trio chose Holt as
their fictional candidate due
to his persona on a FOX television show.
“Steve Holt is a character
on the show Arrested Development,” said Smith, who
added that the campaign slogans and platform came to
them from an episode during
which the character runs for
student government president.
“He is a 26-year-old, seventh-year senior in his high
school and has been president
for the past four years. He
declines a fifth term in order
to concentrate on finding his
real father. Needless to say,

ing for extended periods.
But employees designated
for February snow removal
– the responsibility rotates
on a monthly basis – were
needed on campus each day,
and some reported having
to sleep on floors to stay on
campus.
“I mean, they need us to
work, and if we go, they’re
still going to call us and we
cannot come,” said Felicia
Proctor, a dining employee
at Ames Dining Hall. “One
day I came, I forced myself
to come, but you couldn’t see
nothing. That was dangerous.
That’s when I figured I have
to sleep here.”
Proctor said some of her
coworkers remained on the
campus for four days.
he’s got a lot of experience on
his resume,” Smith said.
Smith, Buonapane and
Wolf sought to adapt the
show’s campaign for the GW
campus. His campaign posters often read “Volt for Steve
Holt.” The crowd at his reelection rally can be heard
chanting “Four more years!”
“All the campaign themes
come from that episode. A lot
of the campaign slogans, we
used to poster and on social
networks, despite JEC regulations,” Buonopane said.
Holt’s platform addresses
many issues pertinent to the
student body.
On alcohol amnesty,
“Steve Holt” says that he’d
"like to help the University
crack down on the use of
drugs, especially forget-menows and oxy-incontinent.
As for alcohol, I am 26 and
do not entirely care about the
policy."
Holt also proposes additional funding for student
organizations – having run
an effective one himself, the
Banana Shack – and he said
he hopes to bring genderneutral housing to campus
with the help of one of his
main endorsers, FakeStevenKnapp, a Twitter user who
announced his support for
the campaign via the microblogging medium.
When the JEC ruled that
the fake candidate could not
assume the position unless
the campaign can produce a
GW student with the same

“I slept here two nights,”
Proctor, said, referring to the
dining hall. “Some slept here
like three or four days.”
University spokeswoman
Michelle Sherrard said that
about 100 employees were on
call during the storm. Sherrard said employees were
offered “basic accommodations” but were allowed to
find other places to stay.
“Facilities Management
employees were offered basic accommodations at the
University, and some chose to
use this option,” she said in
an e-mail. “Others may have
chosen to make personal arrangements for accommodations.”
She added the accommodations “were safe, dry and
name, the Holt campaign
made a video to show the JEC
who Holt really is.
“We have recorded a video showing people who are
fairly known around campus
saying “I am Steve Holt!” to
show support for the campaign,” said Buonopane. The
video was released over the
weekend.
Although the Holt campaign has caused laughter
around campus, no real candidate appears to have been
affected by his message of
change. When asked how
the Vote for Holt campaign
impacted his chances of
winning the election, newlyelected SA president Jason
Lifton said that “it got people
to talk about the elections and
encouraged them to vote.”
“[Steve Holt] didn’t affect
my attempt, only if there had
been a write-in vote for the
presidency,” Lifton said, referring to the new SA election
rules that did not allow for
write-in candidates in contested races.
Lifton also remarked that
most people recognized that
Steve Holt wasn’t a real person.
Freshman Leah Lawler
was happy to see other students bring a little humor to
campus life.
“I am so proud to go to
a school where the SA literally doesn’t affect anything
so much that Steve Holt can
have a position in power,”
she said. u

warm.”
George Mason, a facilities
employee at The Vern, also
said he had no choice but to
stay on campus.
“It’s just something that
you have to accept, you know.
I was stuck here for one day,
for one night,” Mason said. “I
had to stay overnight. I had to
sleep on the floor.”
Employees who stayed
in University residence halls
said those accommodations
were more convenient.
“It was very convenient
for me, because I had no way
of getting home,” said Harold
Mitchell, who stayed in Philip
Amsterdam Hall during the
storm. “We had mattresses
and stuff. It was five – sometimes six – to a room.” Am-

sterdam Hall usually sleeps
two to four people.
J Street employee Debra
Brown said Foggy Bottom
employees did not have to
sleep in the dining hall.
“We didn’t do that,”
Brown said. “I been here 24
years and there ain’t no way
I’m going to sleep on the
floor.”
Sodexo, a food and facilities management company,
manages Ames for the University. Sodexo also manages
the food services in the Marvin Center. Sodexo’s representative at GW, Sam Ramos,
did not return request for
comment nor did Sodexo’s
national headquarters.
Sherrard said the University was grateful to all of the

employees who stayed over
the storm.
“The University is incredibly grateful to all employees who worked tirelessly
throughout the storms of
2010,” she said in an e-mail.
“Their efforts were appreciated by all and will be celebrated at breakfast hosted by
President Knapp on March
5.”
Proctor said that it was
okay that she had to spend
some nights in Ames.
“We were trying to find a
way to figure how to feed the
students, because if there’s
[no employees], they don’t
have nowhere to go,” Proctor said. “I stay here because
students need something to
eat.” u

ADVISING

said. “I would say a quarter
to a half of our time is spent
just doing administrative paperwork.”
Other advisers agreed
that paperwork keeps them
from spending as much time
as possible with students.
“Hopefully with new
staff, these responsibilities
will be more spread out so
that we can do all of these
things better, so that we can
actually devote more time to
them, so we are not splitting
our energy 10 different ways,”
adviser Jeremy Baker said.
Junior Alex Reustle, a
physics major in CCAS, said
he has heard many complaints
about the undergraduate advising system, but believes
students don’t understand
the role of an adviser.
“I don’t know the extent
to which complaints are actually an issue of incompetent
advisers,” Reustle. “I think
that some people expect advisers to hold their hand too
much, if students go in to an

advising session with very little plans, the adviser doesn’t
have any idea how to help
them.”
Baker said advisers constantly struggle with students
who come into a session with
unrealistic expectations.
“We want to give you the
tools to be successful, but we
can’t do it for you,” Baker
said. “I don’t feel like our role
is to hold your hand. We’re
supposed to help you find
your answers – not give you
the answer.”
Despite negative student
perceptions of the advising
system, Gabriel said he and
his colleagues work hard to
ensure students have the best
possible experience.
“There are students who
are literally alive because
of this office; they came in
crashing and burning and
we pulled them out,” Gabriel
said. “I think the more opportunities we have for one-onone, face-to-face advising, the
better it is for students.” u

to pay for it and the FAFSA
was free,” he said.
Small said the Office of
Student Financial Assistance
does not foresee any disadvantage to the elimination
of the CSS profile. Students
who think the FAFSA does
not provide an accurate picture of their current financial situation will still be
able to submit an outline of
their circumstances using
the Special Condition Form
found on the Office’s Web
site, as has been available in
the past.
The changes to the application process reflect the
new ability of financial aid
officers to access current
and historical information
through the University’s
Banner Web information
system, Small said. In the
past, the University has required continuing students
to submit the GW financial
aid application because the
data on student aid was not
readily accessible.
The University does reserve the right to request
updated information to ensure an understanding of
annual changes to income
or assets. Additionally, the
federal government requires
randomly selected students

to submit more detailed information, such as federal
tax forms, to verify the data
reported on the FAFSA profile.
Small said the hope is
that the more streamlined
application process will
make it easier for families to
apply for aid.
“We did not want students to self-select themselves out of financial aid
consideration because the
process appeared too complex. If finances are a concern for students maintaining their enrollment at GW,
we want to at least have a
dialogue with the student
so every option is explored,”
he said.
Marie Warren, a graduate student in the Graduate School for Education
and Human Development,
said she does not think the
elimination of the CSS Profile will impact the amount
of financial aid students receive.
“The FAFSA pretty much
asks the exact same information as the CSS. I don’t think
it is going to change the way
financial aid is given. That
profile seemed like an unnecessary step to me,” she
said. u

from p. 1
may not be enough. One
sophomore interviewed said
her experience with advising
has been confusing and she
had no idea the college had
professional advisers.
“I never knew that there
were professional advisers, I
just thought that was where
you turn in paperwork,”
Brenna Markle, a dramatic literature major, said. “I didn’t
know that people actually
talk to you there. That would
have been helpful to me.”
In addition to each adviser’s open office hours and
25 appointments each week
with students, they are also
responsible for evaluations
of all seniors, balance sheets
for juniors and other paperwork, much of which is done
by hand.
“We do more paperwork
than we should,” Gabriel

AID
from p. 1
of the Federal Aid Application (FAFSA), we still need
to have students complete
this form for consideration
of the various federal programs. Between the historical data on file and the updated FAFSA form, we felt
we had the necessary information on file to determine
a student’s eligibility for assistance,” Small said in an
e-mail.
To apply for financial aid
for the 2010-2011 academic
year, students must file the
FAFSA online and submit
the Verification of Family
Member Enrollment and the
GW Family Grant Application, if applicable, by Apr.
23. Federal tax forms, W-2
statements and verification
worksheets will only be required if requested on an individual basis.
Freshman Brendan Dentino said no longer requiring
the CSS profile will make it
easier to apply for financial
aid.
“I remember filling out
the CSS and it was a pain,
especially because you had
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Classifieds

www.gwmarketplace.com

GWMarketplace

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office. An
extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover,
as well as cash and check through our office.

would have experience with
Adobe products and an excellent eye for design, especially
as it relates to advertising. The
ability to build complete, cohesive campaigns and to design
ads on spec are also important
tools for success.
The GW Hatchet is an indepen-

Jobs
The GW Hatchet is looking for
a talented designer for its print
and web products to create ads
and assist with advertising
layout. The ideal candidate

dent company and combines
the real-life experience of an
off-campus job with the convenience of an on-campus location. Compensation is $10/hour
with a typical weekly commitment of 8 hours per week.
If you think you're the right
person for the job, email advertising manager Arron Elkins at
aelkins@gwhatchet.com or visit
2140 G street NW for more
information.
Sitters Wanted. $12+ per hour.
Register free for jobs near campus or home.
www.student-sitters.com
COLLEGE FRESHMAN
NEEDED FOR ACCOUNT
MANAGER POSITION TO
TRAVEL TO AND SERVICE
LARGE SUPERMARKET ACCOUNTS IN THE LINCOLNIA AREA.
WORKING PART-TIME FOR
GOLD MEDAL BAKERY,
YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMMUNICATING
WITH STORE MANAGEMENT, MERCHANDISING
BAKERY PRODUCTS, AND

IMPLEMENTING PROMOTIONAL PLANS.
WORK 2 OR 3 DAYS PER
WEEK (SATURDAYS A
MUST) AROUND YOUR
SCHOOL SCHEDULE. EXCELLENT YEAR-ROUND
OPPORTUNITY.
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.
MINIMUM GPA OF 3.0 AND
GOOD DRIVING RECORD
WITH PROPER AUTO INSURANCE IS REQUIRED.
DON'T MISS OUT - APPLY
NOW!!! IF INTERESTED,
COMPLETE APPLICATION
#2 AT WWW.GOLDMEDALBAKERY.COM/JOBS

IN BASEMENT GARAGE.
HARDWOODS THROUGHOUT. NEW APPLIANCES.
CLEAN W/ FRESH PAINT.
AVAIL 8/2/10.

FREE ONLINE ADS FOR
STUDENTS,
FACULTY, AND STAFF AT
GWMARKETPLACE.COM

JMINMIDTOWN@HOTMAIL.
COM

Earn $1000-$3200 a month to
drive our brand new cars with
ads placed on them. www.
YouDriveAds.com

Housing
CLARIDGE HOUSE CONDO
WITH PARKING - 25TH
AND K ST. WALK TO GWU.
9TH FL CONDO COMES
WITH DEEDED PARKING

The GW Hatchet is hiring motivated, ambitious self-starters to build its sales team. As an
independent paper, The Hatchet relies on its local reps to bring in up to $200,000 a year in sales.

If you think you can help take our sales team to the next level, submit a resume to advertising manager Arron Elkins
at aelkins@gwhatchet.com or stop into 2140 G street NW for more information.

NA

New reps will be responsible for maintaining current sales relationships as well as prospecting new and former
clients. This job is exciting and is perfect for students who are able to work individually and as part of a team.
Compensation is based on sales and performance and includes a weekly stipend and commission.
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Applicants should be dedicated with an interest in a career in sales. Past reps have gone on to work in sales for
some of the nation’s largest papers and in marketing for major international brands. The Hatchet provides an
off-campus, real-world experience combined with the convenience of an on-campus location and a small team of
dedicated employees.
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This week in
GW HIstory:

43 years ago...
The School of Public and
International Affairs offers a
pass-fail option for students.

Miranda Green
Contributing Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com

33 years ago...
MPD conducts a drug
raid in Thurston Hall,
arresting five students.

H

8 years ago...
Some 250 confidential
student files turn up in a
recycling bin on campus.

Ending the ills of modern-day slavery

Students coordinate efforts to combat human trafficking at home and abroad
by MIRANDA GREEN
Contributing Life Editor
Not many took a second glance at the two
children selling videos outside the entrance to
the Foggy Bottom Metro station. After all, the
pair seemed to be raising money for a school
fundraiser. But the reality was much more sinister.
The young boys were collecting profits for
a man who watched them from a van parked a
few yards away. The man’s gaze ensured they
did their job – a job they were forced into against
their will. At just five and seven years old, the
boys were victims of human trafficking.
This was the story recounted by senior Katie Reyzis, who took professor Michele Clark’s
course on the subject last year. Over the years,
the class has been the impetus for several students to devote their careers to the issue, which
affects 12 million people around the world, according to the United Nations.
Making this decision was easy for Reyzis.
Along with senior Jordanna Sussman and alumna Joanna Cori, she joined the Polaris Project,
a nonprofit organization established in 2002 to
combat what it deems the “modern-day slavery” of human trafficking – whether sexual or
labor-related in nature.
To do this, the project engages in activism
on several fronts, ranging from direct victim
outreach to advocating for stronger state and
federal anti-trafficking legislation.
At the end of the day, Reyzis said, education
is the best tool to raise awareness of human trafficking.
“I think the most important part of identifying potential victims is getting educated about

the issue and erasing some of the misconceptions, like, ‘I thought this only happened in Africa,’ ” said Reyzis, who serves as a fellow at the
project.
It turns out human trafficking is rampant
in the United States, too. According to the U.S.
Department of State, between 14,500 and 17,500
foreign nationals are trafficked into America
each year and subjected to what amounts to de
facto enslavement.
Cori, who is the Polaris Project’s director of
fundraising and development, agrees the problem is not salient in most Americans’ minds. As
much as the public believes trafficking dominates countries like Cambodia, India and Thailand, it is woefully unaware that victims also
exist in Washington, she said.
“What is really important for people to realize is that [human trafficking] is happening
right down the street from us,” said Cori, who
added the problem was particularly common in
the D.C. suburbs, where many immigrants are
promised a job or an education but instead lead
lives of domestic servitude.
She said the use of children in the D.C. sex
industry is also widespread, as they are often
found working in massage parlors and brothels.
In 2000, Congress enacted the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act, which classifies those coerced to perform sex work under
the age of 18 as victims of a “severe form of trafficking.” But in spite of legislative enactments
like these, the problem persists locally.
Forcing it back on the political agenda involves traditional tactics such as fundraising,
but also methods of communication such as social media outreach. Sussman, another fellow at
the Polaris Project, works in this area, coordinat-

ing events on Facebook, Twitter and Change.org
- a site that collects petitions for social progress
from members of the public.
But given the lack of knowledge about trafficking, the job can be hard.
“Working with the public and the community and trying to raise more awareness is a
huge task, especially since this crime has been
under the radar for such a long time,” Sussman
said.
A potential comfort can be found in that the
Polaris Project is not the only group dedicated to
mobilizing its resources on the issue. On-campus
student organizations with similar goals also put
in a significant effort. Two such groups, Trafficking Free GW and the GW chapter of Amnesty
International, recently organized a three-part
lecture series entitled Human Trafficking: Foggy
Bottom and Beyond. Last Thursday, as part of
the series, Clark moderated a panel discussion
that focused on common misconceptions about
human trafficking and policy responses to combat them.
Senior Gabriela Dorantes, who founded
Trafficking Free GW, also cited Clark’s class as
the inspiration behind her decision to start the
organization.
“We were shocked that human trafficking
is everywhere. And [Clark] said ‘Well, what do
you want to do about it?’ ” Dorantes said.
That kind of call to action is what Clark said
she tries to instill in her students – along with
the hope that the activism they go on to pursue
will produce tangible results.
“I try to expose my students to real-world
practitioners and let them know about internships,” Clark said. “It’s natural for young people to feel a sense of wanting to be involved in

Catherine Finsness | Hatchet photographer

Students participate in a panel discussion on human trafficking last Thursday. The United Nations
estimates 12 million people worldwide are victims
of the crime.

changing the world for some kind of good. So
many great political change movements have
been led by students.” u
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One train, two worlds

chris gregory | assistant photo editor

Members of The GW Hippogriffs, the University's official Quidditch league, stand prepared for battle in
University Yard. The league's long-term goal is to establish a healthy rivalry with Georgetown.

Quidditch
from p. 1
elsewhere.
“We figured somebody
somewhere was as big of a nerd
as we both were,” Durina said.
Their intuition proved correct when they found that more
than 200 colleges and universities worldwide participate in
the Intercollegiate Quidditch
Association. Dating back to an
intramural Quidditch match
at Middlebury College in 2005,
the association was officially established in 2007 and provides
rulebooks for college, high
school and community teams.
In addition, it hosts the Intercollegiate Quidditch World Cup,
which brought more than 20
teams back to Middlebury last
year.

McPherson said GW had
been registered with the association at one point but the
team has since dissolved. Now
that The GW Hippogriffs is an
official student organization, it
is in the process of trying to reaffiliate.
Interest in the group among
students is already growing.
Since a preliminary meeting last month that attracted
about 20 curious attendees,
the league’s Facebook page
has spiraled to 70 fans. United by their love for the game,
members range from gung-ho
players committed to taking
specific positions on the field
to dedicated fans who have offered to take photos and help
with league organization.
For now the GW Hippogriffs, whose logo features
George Washington swinging
a magical hatchet while riding

a fierce-winged hippo, is divided into two practice teams
– Griffinpuff and Slytherclaw –
until there are enough members
for a four-house system like the
one found in Rowling’s novels.
While its short-term goal is to
organize a few games on the
South Lawn or the National
Mall, the group seeks to eventually establish a healthy rivalry
with Georgetown.
“We’d like to find out [if a
team actually exists] and summarily defeat it,” McPherson
said.
The competitive spirit aside,
the league offers a fun outlet for
students to relax and partake in
a game that does not make the
average list of school sports.
“It’s just to meet some other
fun people, have a good time,
dress up like a wizard maybe. I
don’t think any other club offers
that,” McPherson said. u

“Welcome to a world where you have privilege based on the color of your skin.”
This statement was part of a lecture on
contemporary South African issues during my
first week as a student at the University of Cape
Town. My professor was discussing the details
of life in this unique area of the world, and
his words rang
truer than I ever
Amy Rhodin
thought
they
could.
Expat Columnist
I knew that
living in Cape
Town, South Africa for five months would be
an unusual experience. As an ambitious young
traveler, I wanted to spend my study abroad
experience immersed in a place that had cultural and historical depth. But I didn’t realize
how much I had to learn from this complex
and often conflicted city.
Though Cape Town is one of Africa’s most
cosmopolitan places, it is not immune to the
legacies of the past. This became all too real
to me while on a day trip to Boulder’s Beach.
Located on the Cape Peninsula south of the
city, the beach is a breathtaking sight where the
waves of the Atlantic Ocean meet huge rocks,
white sand and hundreds of penguin colonies.
To get there, a group of friends and I purchased tickets for the train — a form of transportation about which we had heard countless
horror stories. When the doors opened at our
stop in Mowbray, the six of us struggled to
push into the most overcrowded space I could
imagine. We huddled together as the heat of
the African sun bore down relentlessly through
the window.
As we traveled further, it became evident
that not only were we the only white people on
the train, but that we were the targets of stares
from every angle. I figured this was par for the
course, but seeing my friends clutching their
backpacks and beach bags made me worry.
Then when a man sitting next to my friend Alice began to scream at her in a language we did
not understand, I began to panic, realizing we
might not be so safe.
After the man got off the train, a woman
quietly asked to see Alice’s ticket. She explained
we were on the wrong train – our tickets were

stamped
“Metro
Plus,” giving us the
privilege to be in a
first-class car, not
the third-class car
we had found ourselves in.
Now knowing
where to go for the
return trip, I realized two features
in abundance in
the first-class car
that night: available seats and white people.
Hardly anyone yelled or exchanged questionable looks, and a guard patrolled up and down
the aisle.
None of us had asked for any special ticket at the station that morning, just whatever
would take us to the beach. At first I figured
the ticket agent wanted to take advantage of us
by charging a higher price, but then it dawned
on me he had given us our first lesson on racism here. In his eyes, our skin color dictated our
travel preference.
South Africa’s history of tense and at times
violent racial conflict is not the only issue leaving a bitter taste. Crime and poverty continue
to be major concerns. Two girls in my program
have been mugged, stories of rape and stabbings surface every day, and I live in a house
protected by an electric fence and an intricate
security system.
I may still be a bit naïve, but I’ve spent my
entire life learning that a person’s skin color has
no effect on who he or she is or what he or she
will become. And when I chose to come to Cape
Town I knew it was not necessarily considered
safe. But with a quarter of the population HIVpositive and over half living in poverty on the
city’s outskirts, this place is far from paradise.
If anything, the experience on the train
showed me I still have a lot to learn about the
rest of the world. If I can look at every situation
like this through a journalist’s eyes, maybe I can
see beyond my own emotions to examine an issue from all sides. And maybe I can get closer
to finding out why Cape Town is the way it is.
For now, I would say my curiosity has been
piqued. u

