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Student aid, GW couple makes history in District
Senior, graduate student are one of the first gay couples to exchange vows in D.C.
Univ. ties
motivate
donors
by JustinE Karp
Hatchet Staff Writer

by HUSNA KAZMIR
Hatchet Staff Writer
For alumnus Jeremy Gosbee, attending
an expensive university like GW would
have been impossible without the help of
financial aid.
It was the generosity he received from
the University – where he earned two degrees – that ultimately led him to donate
$5,000 to GW’s Power and Promise Scholarship Fund this year, he said.
Gosbee – who graduated in 1998 and
earned his MBA from GW in 2002 – is one
of about 10 percent of alumni who donate
to GW in a given year, said Patricia Danver, a spokeswoman for the Division of
Development and Alumni Relations. Danver, as well as donors interviewed by The
Hatchet, said that factors such as received
financial aid and a high level of campus involvement are motivators that push them
to give back.
“I would not have been able to go to
GW without a ton of financial aid and that
was a big factor in my decision to go to
GW,” Gosbee said. “I knew that someone
like me wouldn’t be able to attend without
there being a source of financial support,
so as an alum, I understand that I can do
that for other students and pay that back,
‘pay it forward.’ ”
Of the gifts received by the University
that have been given for a specific purpose,
most are put toward student aid, Danver
said.
"Of the gifts that are designated, most
are to support student aid through the

See DONORS: Page 8

They first met when one came
to the other's class to recruit for
EMeRG. Now, three and a half years
later, they are one of the first gay
couples to be married in the District.
Family, friends and news crews
gathered in front of the city courthouse Tuesday morning to watch
as current senior James Betz and
GW alumnus and incoming graduate student, Robb Hawthorne, exchanged rings and simultaneously
earned a place in the history books
as one of the first two same-sex
couples in the nation’s capital to be
legally wed. While the two were being married outside the courthouse,
another couple was simultaneously
saying their vows in a judge's chambers inside the building.
Hawthorne and Betz arrived at
the Moultrie Courthouse at 3 a.m.,
expecting long lines of eager couples
ready to pick up their marriage licenses. But the couple was surprised
to find they were the first in line,
waiting in an empty concrete courtyard for the courthouse to open its
doors at 7 a.m.
The long wait in the crisp cold
Tuesday morning was worth it, the
couple said.
“I don’t think it was necessarily important that we were the first,
but we would’ve been just as happy
getting married the 10th, the 100th,
whatever it might be,” Betz said.
“Today’s about us getting married.”
The decision to become legally
married was not propelled by the
new law passed in D.C. in December, the couple said. Betz and Hawthorne said they had been planning
to get married this coming June in
Massachusetts – one of six states (including the District) that recognizes
same-sex marriages – where Betz’s

michelle rattinger | assistant photo editor

GW senior James Betz, left, and graduate student Robb Hawthorne were one of the first two gay couples to be legally wed in D.C.
The pair exchanged vows outside the city's courthouse Tuesday morning. SEE AUDIO SLIDESHOW ONLINE AT GWHATCHET.COM
family is from. But plans changed
once it became clear they could get
married in the District.
“When D.C. kind of came
through with the gay marriage, we
said this is something really important to us, this is something we feel
like we should be a part of,” Betz
said. “You know, to be a part of the
community and kind of show people kind of what a gay relationship
can be… It’s to show people that it’s
not just couples who have been to-

gether for a long time but this is also
the opportunity for young couples
to start their lives together legally
and officially.”
The couple – which used its experience in EMeRG to save a man’s
life in January 2008 after he went
into cardiac arrest in Columbia Plaza
– wasted no time in tying the knot,
in part because of the complications
that have occurred with similar laws
in other states. While California legalized same-sex marriages for a

few months in 2008, the passing of
Proposition 8 in November 2008
reversed the decision, outlawing
same-sex marriages.
A legal recognition by the government also gives the couple certain
benefits that only married couples
receive. If one were in the hospital,
for example, the other is now legally
considered family and would have
no problem visiting.

See MARRIAGE: Page 8

GW makes early exit from A-10s Haitian first lady seeks
GW 60
change amid restoration
Dayton 70
by Emily Cahn
Campus News Editor

by Dan Greene
Sports Editor
DAYTON, Ohio – If that’s how
this season ends – and barring an unlikely postseason invitation, it will be
– then it was not without drama.
An early nine-point lead becomes
an eight-point first-half deficit. The
wrong side of a 7-0 run turns into 16
of the next 22 points and, two minutes
later, a tie game. A banged-up senior
leads all scorers in what is likely his
collegiate swan song. A team picked
to finish second-to-last rallies to stay
within a basket with less than four
minutes to play in one of the conference’s most hostile environments.
But, of course, when Tuesday’s
game ended, GW’s season probably
went down with it. A 70-60 loss at
Dayton cut short the Colonials’ return to the Atlantic 10 tournament in
its opening round, ending the team's
hopes of extending its season into
the weekend with the type of loss
that leaves what-ifs lingering in the
rearview mirror.
“We could have taken the game
over, but they had a few plays that
went their way,” said senior Damian
Hollis, who scored a game-high 19
points. “And as a result they went
up.”
One such instance came just inside the game’s final four minutes,
when the Flyers had broken a tie to
open a three-point lead over GW (1614) through a trio of Kurt Huelsman
foul shots. Hollis, the A-10’s secondbest free-throw shooter this season,
earned a one-and-one opportunity
from the line, but missed the first
shot.
Dayton secured the rebound and
doubled its lead on the resulting possession with Rob Lowery sinking his
third three-pointer of the game.
Minutes earlier, with the Colonials trailing by two, junior Joseph
Katuka had received a one-and-one
opportunity as well, but also could
not convert the front end.
“Those were sort of momentum

GW Cricket
makes
nationals
Squad will
travel to Ft.
Lauderdale,
Fla. over spring
break.

• Page 10

SPORTS

GW alumna and first lady of
Haiti Elisabeth Préval said she wishes
the earthquake that decimated her
country nearly two months ago was
a nightmare; one she could wake up
from and quickly forget.
But Préval – who returned to GW
Wednesday morning, more than 20
years after she received her master’s
degree in business administration at
the University – said the aftermath of
the disaster is all too real. At an event
held in the Elliott School of International Affairs, Préval spoke specifically about the challenges facing Haiti’s
education system after January’s devastating earthquake.
“Most of us are inclined to believe that we are still in a nightmare.
That the horrible images of kids stuck
in the concrete, the masses of bodies

See HAITI: Page 8
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GW alumna and first lady of Haiti
Elisabeth Préval speaks at the Elliott
School Wednesday morning.

Univ. to renovate Strong
Hall for sorority housing
by Marielle Mondon
Hatchet Staff Writer

erik schelkun | Elsestar Images

Damian Hollis, left, led all scorers with 19 points, but GW lost 70-60 to Dayton in
the first round of the Atlantic 10 tournament Tuesday night.
breakers for us,” head coach Karl
Hobbs said of the plays. “You’re on
their home court – you’ve gotta be
able to finish those plays off.”
At the same time, Huelsman became a fixture at the free-throw line,
making five trips there for eight shots
in the game’s final seven minutes.
Though he missed his only field-goal

attempt, the fourth-year forward
made six of his eight free throws, all
of them coming during that same
span.
“I thought he did a fantastic job
of keeping balls alive, getting second shots, and then we fouled him,”

See BBALL: Page 10

OPINIONS

In defense of a no-laptop policy
Professor Kip Kosek defends his decision to ban
laptops in certain classes. • Page 4

ARTS

Art galleries around the District
The Hatchet takes a look at the best D.C. art galleries
to visit this spring break. • Page 7

SA runoff
proceeds
without fanfare
Students have
until Thursday
to vote for Rob
Maxim or Logan
Dobson for EVP.
• Page 3

GW Housing Programs will renovate parts of Strong Hall in preparation for the building’s shift to Greekletter housing this fall – including
adding a backyard plaza to hold social events – a University administrator said last week.
Strong Hall – currently GW’s only
all-female residence hall – is slated to
house members of Chi Omega and Pi
Beta Phi starting this fall. Renovations
to the building, built in 1936, include
making two community spaces lockable, updating two community kitchens and modifying the building’s
entrance based on a new open plaza
being developed between South Hall

NEWS

and Strong Hall, Seth Weinshel, director of GW Housing Programs, said in
an e-mail.
Although the renovations are
scheduled to take place, Weinshel said
there is currently no estimation for the
price of the renovations.
Victoria Hartman, president of
Pi Beta Phi, said she is pleased with
housing’s plans to update the residence hall and is looking forward to
her sorority’s new space.
“Pi Phi is extremely excited for
the continuing process of transforming Strong into a home,” she said.
“All of the girls in Pi Phi and Chi
Omega will have GWorld access to
the building and there will be a ci-

See STRONG: Page 8

NEWS
Professor: Science complex could cost $400 million
Economics professor Anthony Yezer estimates the SEC
will be the costliest project in GW history. • Page 5
Business school rises in rankings
School jumps 14 spots in business magazine's
rankings. • Page 6
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SEC chair will address
GW Law at graduation

The chairperson of the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission will address
graduates of the GW Law School during
Commencement Weekend in May.
The law school announced Wednesday afternoon that Mary Schapiro, a law
school alumna and the first woman to
head the SEC, will join three alumni and
a Welling professor at the University’s
graduation ceremonies. Schapiro and the
SEC have been in the national spotlight recently as President Barack Obama moves
to regulate risky market behavior.
Prior to her appointment, Schapiro
served in the commission under former
Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H.W.
Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush.
“I am delighted that Ms. Schapiro will
join GW’s Law School Diploma Ceremony,” law school Dean Frederick Lawrence
said in a news release. “Her passion for
public service and willingness to take on
the challenges of these economic times
will undoubtedly inspire our graduating
class.”
The University’s Commencement
Weekend will begin Wednesday, May 12
and conclude with the University’s Commencement May 16 on the National Mall.
The law school’s graduation ceremony
also occurs May 16.
First lady Michelle Obama is expected
to be the keynote speaker at the University-wide Commencement ceremony May
16, provided that the GW community
meets her 100,000-service-hour challenge
by May 1. As of Wednesday, students,
faculty and staff need to complete 26,000
more hours.

–Priya Anand

Corrections
In “Veteran program grows, payment delays remain” (March 4, p. 1),
The Hatchet mistakenly attributed the
statement that a focus for student veteran efforts had turned to negotiating
rates for next year ’s Yellow Ribbon
Program to Andrew Sonn, director of
customer service initiatives for Student and Academic Support Services.
Brian Hawthorne made the statement.
In “ ’Get Gelman Going’ seeks library renovations” (March 8, p. 3),
The Hatchet erroneously reported
the Senior Class Gift Committee has
raised $1,300. The committee has
raised $13,000.
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Representatives of the Humane Society of D.C. brought three adoptable dogs and four cats to University Yard Wednesday afternoon. The group
was looking to recruit volunteers and find homes for pets like Mike, above, a dog that was abandoned after its owner lost his home.

Calendar
Thursday

Friday

Fashion for Paws

Pelham tour

Strut the catwalk with the
Humane Animal Treatment
Society and raise money for the
Washington Humane Society.
Dorothy Betts Marvin
Theatre | 7 to 10 p.m.

Explore Pelham Hall and see
all the amenities GW’s newest
residence hall has to offer.
Mount Vernon Clock
Tower Elevator Lobby |
3 to 4 p.m.

Multimedia
Audio slideshow

U.S. Foreign Policy Under
Barack Obama
Listen to three panelists discuss
the current state of foreign policy
in this symposium.
Elliott School room 103 | 7 to
9 p.m.

The Pianist and the Diplomat
Learn about the life of Jan
Ignacy Paderewski, the former
Polish diplomat and prime
minister.
Elliott School room 602 | 7 to
9 p.m.

H All this and more... Now at gwhatchet.com

Same-sex marriage
A GW-affiliated gay couple was among the
first to be legally wed in D.C.

SLideshow

Sneak a peek at FoBoGro
The Hatchet takes you inside the
operation’s grocery store.

Blog

Kalb Report
Journalists discuss challenges
of war reporting.

News
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SA runoff proceeds without fanfare Groups seek to
Scene on H Street is
'green' J Street
more subdued than
Students push
for eco-friendly
plates, cutlery

general election
by Madeleine Morgenstern	
Senior Staff Writer
The campaign scene on H Street
Wednesday afternoon was a far cry
from what it was two weeks ago during the general election, when the six
candidates for Student Association
president and executive vice president competed for students’ attention
in Kogan Plaza.
This week’s runoff election between juniors Logan Dobson and Rob
Maxim for executive vice president
has been much quieter by comparison, and the traditional spots near the
Marvin Center and Academic Center
have only been sparsely decorated
with campaign posters. Just after
noon on Wednesday, Maxim – acting
alone, sans the hordes of supporters
that had lined H Street two weeks ago
– handed out palm cards to passing
students.
“I’m a little concerned about the
general student body [turnout] because there has been less attention
paid to this election,” Maxim said.
Dobson said he has been relying
on word-of-mouth to get students out
to vote.
“I’m certainly not running a traditional SA campaign,” Dobson said,
adding that he “didn’t campaign particularly hard last time” and still got a
good portion of the vote.
Dobson and Maxim were the top
two vote-getters in a four-way EVP
race in which no candidate garnered
the 40 percent plurality of the vote required to win. Dobson received 27.8
percent, or 1,106 votes, and Maxim received 26.3 percent, or 1,043 votes.
Coming off more than a week of
violations hearings conducted by the
Joint Elections Committee over complaints filed during the general election season, Maxim said he wanted
to wait a little before starting to campaign for the runoff.
A “record number” of complaints
were filed against candidates this year,
JEC chairman Jake Chervinsky said.
Dobson and Maxim were each given
one penalty for campaign violations.
The maximum a candidate can accrue
before being disqualified is six.
Dobson’s penalty was for having
too many campaign posters on the
Marvin Center, and Maxim’s was for
not providing proof of the fair market
value of an item he listed on his expenditure report.
Sitting out in Kogan Plaza, sophomores Lizzie Poniarski and Sarah

by Michelle Brown	
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Logan Dobson, top, and Rob Maxim, bottom, hand out palm cards Wednesday to campaign
for this week's Student Association runoff election. Dobson and Maxim are running for
executive vice president. Voting closes at 9 p.m. Thursday.
Shulman said they both planned to
vote despite not knowing very much
about the two candidates.
Freshman Jeffrey Eng said he most
likely would not vote, and only voted
in the general election because a friend
was running for a Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences senate seat.
“I know people are running for
something, but I have absolutely no
idea for what,” Eng said.
In the wake of Jason Lifton’s election as next year ’s SA president, the
possibility of a Sigma Chi “super
ticket” has concerned some members
of the Greek-letter community. Lifton
and Dobson are both members of the
fraternity.

“You want two leaders who can
bring different orgs into the fold and
can bring different experiences [to the
SA],” said Maxim, who is a member of
Pi Kappa Alpha.
Dobson acknowledged the concern
but said that he doesn’t think other
Greek-letter organizations would be
adversely affected.
“We’re not out to get anybody,”
Dobson said.
Maxim said the results of the race
will ultimately come down to the efforts of the candidates’ friends and
supporters.
“It’s which face do they want as
the face of the student body?” Maxim
said. u

Green GW, the Food Justice Alliance and the Office
of Sustainability are working
together with Sodexo to come
up with ways to improve
the company’s sustainability practices, a student leader
said last week.
Though the groups are
still in the early planning
stages, they have already begun to research alternatives
to Styrofoam for plates and
are looking to start sampling
products in late March, said
senior Amanda Formica,
president of the Food Justice
Alliance.
“We are starting as a
committee by looking at reforming what kind of containers food comes in and reducing waste,” Formica said.
“We also want to look closer
at where food is sourced
from and how we can make
it more local and fair-trade
focused, as well as just plain
healthier.”
Sophie
Waskow,
a
spokeswoman for the Office
of Sustainability, initiated the
group’s efforts and said that
food sustainability is one of
the focus areas her office is
working on.
“From a sustainability
perspective, food shapes our
society by the positive and
negative impacts it has on
health and economy, as well
as the environmental challenges born by how our food
is produced and how it travels
to our plate,” Waskow said.
“We are currently focused
on how GW, Sodexo and students can work together on
this issue and create future
projects,” she added.
Spencer Olson, president
of Green GW, said the products the committee is looking
into are produced by Sodexo’s
vendors, like Cisco.
“We have done a lot of
research on different alternatives to see what biodegrad-

able products are available in
the marketplace,” Olson said.
Olson said part of the reason the groups are looking
into alternatives to current
Styrofoam plates is because
of the way some of GW’s
waste is disposed of. Waste
is incinerated at a facility in
Maryland to produce electricity, Olson said.
“Burning
Styrofoam
products is incredibly wasteful and harsh on the environment,” Olson said. “So if we
were burning paper or bamboo or corn starch, that would
be much better.”
Sodexo wants to have a
focus group of students to
give their feedback on the
new products as part of the
decision-making
process,
Formica said.
“They are desperately
seeking student feedback and
want students’ business,”
said Formica, who noted that
when Sodexo first came on
campus, they started purchasing fair trade coffee due
to “intense student pressure.”
Sam Ramos, director of
operations for Sodexo at GW,
did not return requests for
comment.
Olson said the next step
for the groups would be composting.
“Hopefully, down the
road, we are really working
on getting compost on campus. Mount Vernon started
it this year, and it is a pilot
project, and Pelham will actually have a composter in it,”
Olson said. “We are hoping
to learn from that, and in the
next year or two, hopefully,
we will move on to J Street.”
The groups said that
students can make a difference, and Sodexo wants to
listen.
“The University of Vermont, which has some of the
most sustainable cafeterias in
the U.S., also uses Sodexo,”
Formica said. “It’s because
students make strong, concrete demands for how they
want to eat and together
they pressure the University.
It is our job as students to
make such strong, concrete
demands and unite to hold
the University accountable
to its commitment toward
sustainability.”u
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Justin Guiffré
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From snowpocalypse to sunpocalypse

Staff Editorial

by Brian Tratner

The seemingly impossible
Basketball is a sport that feeds off the
outwardly impossible. Players appear
to soar as they make incredible dunks;
seemingly insurmountable leads are
overcome in minutes; and on those rare
occasions a desperate buzzer-beater will
hang in the air as a moment stretches
into eternity. This year, the men’s basketball program has done what may have
previously seemed impossible. Following two severely disappointing years,
the team overcame the last two seasons’
failures with impressive zeal.
Before this season, the GW men’s
basketball program faced a losing record
and, as players began to leave the school,
a perception that the team was somewhat dysfunctional. All this sits in stark
contrast to this year’s performance. The
Colonials produced a respectable record
with a young team that fans perceive as
both more functional and approachable.
Fans will be sad to see seniors Damian Hollis, Hermann Opoku and Travis
King leave. However, crowd favorites
junior Joe Katuka and sophomore Tony
Taylor will return after building a name
for themselves this year. Perhaps the
most exciting narrative of the 2009-2010
season has been the story of GW’s freshman players. Dwayne Smith and David
Pellom were both impressive in their debut year, and Lasan Kromah established
himself as a player to watch by being
named to the A-10 All Rookie team.
At the end of every season – which
we’ve reached, barring an invitation
to a low-level postseason tournament
– followers quickly shift focus to the
upcoming year, and this year fans like
what they see coming. We anticipate the
men’s basketball program will continue
to expand on this year's momentum.
From kicking off the year by running with fans, to the success of the
Beat George Mason game, to handing
out pizza in residence halls, the men’s
basketball program has bounced back in
a big way this year. Not only does GW
have a team that wins games, but it is
composed of personable and respected
players, interested not only in the points
they score but their contributions to GW
as a whole. It seemed impossible, but it
is good to be a Colonial fan again.

Logan Dobson for EVP
Editor’s note: As the executive vice presidential election has gone to a runoff election, The Hatchet’s editorial board reiterates
its endorsement for Logan Dobson for the
office of executive vice president.
Compared to his opponent Rob
Maxim, Dobson has the necessary parliamentary expertise and drive for advocacy that will maximize his effectiveness
in the role.
Dobson is well known for his popular “Inside the SA” blog, which frequently scrutinizes the minutiae of SA
politics. In the Student Association Senate, he is generally recognized as an authority on procedural rules, as well as
an outspoken advocate on a number of
issues. Both of these are perfect qualifications for the EVP role. Time and again,
he has been critical of the self-obsessed
nature of the SA, and is often a voice
of reason where few are to be found.
His opposition to last year’s Unity Ball
and the more recent constitutional referendum were both times that Dobson
found himself in a vocal, unwavering
and correct minority position. Similarly,
his platform encompasses key issues,
and he has the institutional knowledge
to realize his goals.
Junior Rob Maxim is the sole candidate who has not been an SA senator,
although he has had experience as an SA
secretary. We believe this experience fills
any perceived void in his record, and he
has also been a member of a number of
student organizations and participated
in many activities on campus. In the
end, Maxim would probably make a
good EVP, but in comparison, he simply
does not have the fluency regarding issues that Dobson demonstrates.
We believe Dobson’s unparalleled
knowledge of the SA’s legislative processes, and his impressive record of
fighting for transparency make him the
best choice for EVP. Vote for Logan Dobson for executive vice president in the
runoff election of 2010-2011.

Quotable

"I just wish we could have
kept playing this year - for the
seniors and for ourselves and for
this school."
– Sophomore Tony Taylor, after
falling to Dayton in the first round of
the Atlantic 10 tournament.
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SA elections from an
insider's perspective
F
or most of us, Student Association elections are a yearly headache. They represent
a time of year when we each go
out of our way to avoid getting
palm-carded in Kogan. We also
have to deal with that annoying kid in our hallway, class or
student org who just won’t leave
us alone about supporting “can-

ing endorsements. In a six-day
period, Josh attended seemingly
endless interviews, endorsement hearings and the chapter
meetings of nearly every sorority. The most unique challenge in
this process was finding a way
to work with groups in which
we ourselves were members,
and too often, those endorsements turned out to be
the most difficult to secure. As we learned the
Bradley Dlatt
hard way, membership
in an organization does
Columnist
not guarantee support.
Those six days also featured two debates and
didate X” because he or she "is provided time for us to orgareally cool and has great ideas!” nize people to help get the word
Last year, I was in the majority out. On the Sunday night before
of people who really just did not elections, Josh had student and
care and saw this entire process Greek-letter life meetings every
as pointless. This year, that all 10 to 15 minutes. Looming over
changed. I went from the fur- this process were the unnecesthest on the outside someone sarily specific campaign rules
can be to right in the middle of that can lead candidates and
the madness as a campaign man- their campaign teams to try and
ager, and it has changed the way win SA elections by getting their
I look at my experience at GW.
opponents disqualified.
What most students do not
After two days of constant
realize is that the SA election pro- palm-carding and campaigncess begins months in advance, ing, I was mentally and physias potential candidates begin to cally exhausted. Josh finished
decide whether they want to put with more than 20 percent of the
the time and effort into running vote in a four-person race, but
for office. Most seek the advice we fell 204 votes short of getting
of close friends or “SA insid- ourselves into the runoff – a
ers” with the hopes of finding a showing that was disappointing,
team with which to run a cam- but still something we could be
paign. Josh Goldstein and I met proud of.
in a class last year and quickly
We were beaten, but not debecame friends, thanks to our feated. All four EVP campaigns
shared passion for politics and had numerous violations filed
love of Jewish humor. Over win- against them, and although dister break, he told me about his qualifications of Logan Dobson
desire to run for executive vice and Rob Maxim would have
president and approached me probably kept our chances alive,
about managing, in his words, I am glad the JEC has risen above
his “nutty enterprise.” After se- the fray and stayed true to its
riously thinking about whether purpose of overseeing elections
I would actually want to get in- instead of deciding results. It
volved in anything with the SA would not have felt right to see
– given that I had never seen Josh certified as EVP because of
it accomplish anything positive some overly strict reading of the
during my time at GW – I ulti- JEC charter. I applaud the JEC
mately agreed to help Josh out.
for dismissing many of these
It wasn’t until after we re- charges, even if they would have
turned from break that I finally meant personal gain for Josh and
began to understand the im- me.
possibly hard challenge I had
This election experience was
agreed to. The biggest challenge one that exemplified everything
in this entire process was find- that is both right and wrong
ing ways to get the thousands about GW. Getting involved and
of students who do not care understanding issues that matto start caring, and attempt to ter to students made me a betgarner favor with the 300 stu- ter member of the GW commudent organization leaders and nity. Yet the perception of dirty
“insiders” who turn out vot- politics being used in elections
ers and produce endorsements. nearly undercut the legitimacy
Throughout the entire run-up of these elections and reminded
to the election, Josh and I had a me why so many students hate
simple motto: “Any vote we se- the SA. While it is true SA eleccure now is one that we didn’t tions appear to be a pointless pohave before.” By Snowmaged- litical simulation on the surface,
don, we had contacted nearly the hours of work that go into
every student group on this them – which I have now expecampus to meet with them and rienced – have shown me there
find out more about what is- are leaders out there who truly
sues they cared about. These care. I want to thank my friend
meetings provided the basis for Josh Goldstein for giving me one
Josh’s platform.
of the most challenging and fun
As election season finally be- experiences in my time at GW.
came apparent to the rest of cam- I can only hope more students
pus, most of our opponents had take advantage of this opportua solid base of support and, like nity in the years to come.
us, were excited to unleash their
–The writer, a sophomore majoring
ideas on the student body. This
in political science, is a Hatchet
came first in the form of securcolumnist.
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Cleaning my
digital footprint

omeone once made the joke step is to log into your old e-mail
to me that no one our age can accounts to see if any settings have
ever be president, because changed. Often, these Web sites
we all have some mistake docu- have information about you from
mented on Facebook.
years ago that may be universally
A recent New York Times ar- accessible, as was the case for
ticle reported that 30 percent of all me. If you no longer use the Web
employers check Facebook as a site, simply delete the account.
screening mechanism. But it’s not Googling yourself at least once a
just future employers you should month is another way to stay on
be concerned about seeing your top of the Web sites to which your
"personal" information – it’s peo- name may be attached.
ple you meet at the
Because we are
bar, strangers across
the first generation
Madeline
the globe and your
of Internet users, the
grandmother.
concept of "forever"
Twomey
I came to this
is still hard to grapple
realization when I
with. Our embarrassreceived a text message from La- ing photos do not become waterdyButterfly###, who said “hiya” damaged and lost in someone’s
via Yahoo! After logging into the basement – they are immortalized
Yahoo! account I never use, I saw online. As users of the Internet, we
that it listed my cell phone num- should constantly remember this.
ber. Our generation has literally We also need to take responsibility
grown up with the Internet and, for our actions. One moment’s dedespite its advantages, it is a scary cision can quickly become forever.
place through which we need to Do the benefits of putting pictures
proceed with caution.
of your spring break trip on FaceAnd so I sought to renovate book outweigh the possible consemy Internet footprint.
quences? This is a question every
Another New York Times student should be asking.
article by the same author was
Unfortunately, simply untagpublished in January in response ging a photo does not get you
to Facebook revamping their pri- off scot-free either. Face.com’s
vacy settings at the end of 2009. “Photo Finder” for Facebook uses
The article, “The 3 Facebook Set- face-recognition software to find
tings Every User Should Check every photo you are in. If there’s
Now,” makes the complicated set- an embarrassing photo of you on
tings easier to understand – even Facebook, kindly ask the owner
for the savvy college student. The to take it down, and even delete it
most important and least obvious from his or her computer.
of its tips is to check the privacy
Believe me, I’m sincerely hopsettings for applications, which ing that naughty Facebook piccan collect information about you tures will become inconsequenand your friends. In response, the tial to our generation and no one
American Civil Liberties Union will care in five years. But this is
created their own Facebook quiz not a stupid decision we can keep
to highlight the scary news. The hidden. It’s one that is publicized
ACLU quiz demonstrates various online. Just hoping our digital and
applications’ access to your per- analog worlds never collide will
sonal information, such as events not suffice, and it is worth taking
you plan on attending.
the right steps now to avoid future
It is necessary to stay on top of embarrassment.
these seemingly unimportant ac–The writer is a junior majoring in
counts we all have. Another good
political communication.

Why I banned laptops
M

adeline Twomey’s excellent Op-Ed (“Banning
laptops hurts the environment,” Feb. 12) challenges the
GW community to think hard
about technology and education.
Twomey was “appalled” to find
that one of her professors banned
laptops from discussion sections.
As the professor responsible for
that decision, I may
be able to shed some
Kip
light on it. I have come
to believe that laptops
with wireless access
can present a major obstacle to
learning, especially in small, discussion-oriented classes.
I forbid laptops in most of my
seminars and discussion sections,
though I do allow them in large
lectures. I did not make this rule
because I am anti-technology. I
agree with Twomey that technology has improved our lives in
many ways. Certainly, the courses
I teach on American history and
culture would be greatly impoverished without online resources.
I have no desire to go back to arranging slides in a plastic carousel, as my own professors did,
rather than pulling historical images instantly from the Library of
Congress Web site or ARTstor.
Nor did I intend the laptop
ban as a paternalistic gesture directed at immature children. The
addiction to online communication is a societal issue that transcends any particular age group.
The embarrassing sight of members of Congress texting their way
through the State of the Union
address shows us that not even
the rich, powerful and old are immune to this compulsion. At the
same time, the phenomenon of
texting while driving offers clear
proof that people will stay online
even when doing so endangers
their very lives.
These extreme examples demonstrate why a ban on laptops
in the classroom is sometimes
necessary. For whatever reason,
we – not just college students,
but all of us – are unable to resist
the lure of constant online access.
Yet certain activities require the
sustained attention that the Internet impedes. Driving a car is one
such activity. Discussing complex
ideas is another. Everyone knows
that students with laptops in class
frequently use them for non-class

activities such as Facebook and email. At this time, the only answer
I can see is to remove the temptation. We can embrace the value of
new technologies while also defining contexts where their use is
inappropriate.
Twomey claims that “it is a
student’s individual choice to pay
attention – or not – in class.” She
is right to point out
that students ought
Kosek
to be responsible for
their own learning,
but wrong to suggest
that this responsibility is merely
individual. Quality education
results from the collaborative interaction of engaged thinkers, not
from professors imparting content
to passive individuals. Distracted
students hurt not only themselves,
but the rest of the class as well.
Twomey’s other objections to
banning laptops have merit, but
are not ultimately convincing. I
require students to print out readings and bring them to class, a
practice she estimates will cost between $45 and $75 over the course
of a semester. This is a substantial
sum, but no more than she would
pay for an ordinary American history textbook. Her argument that
printing so much paper harms the
environment has more weight.
However, the fairly small environmental impact would have to
be measured against the effects of
having every class member’s laptop running for fifty minutes each
week.
So I’m going to keep my
no-laptop rule for now. In the
long run, though, banning laptops may well turn out to be, as
Twomey says, a “failed answer.”
The better answer, I think, is to
make technology more effective, not just more prevalent, in
the GW educational experience.
Perhaps the solution itself can be
in part technological: The Washington Post recently reported
that Bentley University in Massachusetts has installed a system
that allows professors to turn
classroom Internet access on or
off as needed. Whatever the way
forward, we must try to reap
the benefits of the online world
without subordinating every aspect of learning, and life, to its
subtle coercions.
–The writer is an assistant professor
of American studies.
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Professor: Science center could cost $400 million
Project will likely be
most expensive in
University history
by emily cahn	
Campus News Editor
University administrators said
last month that no cost estimate
for the proposed Science and Engineering Complex is available yet,
but one economics professor approximates the building could cost
upwards of $400 million, making
the project far and away the most
expensive in University history.
Professor Anthony Yezer – who
specializes in real estate economics
and has testified in front of Congress with expert opinion on mortgages during the financial crisis –
said after conducting two different
cost estimations, a “conservative”
cost estimate for the SEC is about
$400 million.
The University has continually
declined to give a cost estimate
for the project, saying one does
not exist because the status of the
building’s interior has not been

solidified. Original cost estimates
presented by the Faculty Senate in
2008 were between $180 and $270
million without scientific equipment.
Yezer said he used two methods to estimate the cost of the
building: one using traditional
economic theory, and the other by
estimating the price per square foot
and multiplying that by the square
footage of the building. Yezer said
both of these estimates produced
nearly identical results at around
$400 million.
An outspoken critic of the project since the University announced
its intention to construct the science
center, Yezer said he is not against
the programming in the building,
but rather the cost of the structure,
which he said is too high.
“At what point would you
say it is too much?” Yezer said.
“What’s the maximum you are
willing to spend? Presumably, if
he’s a financial officer, he has to
know what the maximum amount
he’s willing to spend is, or at what
point he will decide it’s so expensive that it wasn’t worth doing,”
Yezer said, referring to Executive
Vice President and Treasurer Lou
Katz.

Geoff dudgeon | hatchet photographer

Economics professor Anthony Yezer
says SEC could cost $400 million.

Katz said again this week he
would not put an estimate on the
building because it is too early in
the planning stages of the building
to speculate on potential costs.
“First and foremost, we are not
going to put an estimate until we
know about what we are going to

build in it, because that is the only
real valid way of doing it,” Katz
said. “Could you build a building
for what [Yezer] said? Absolutely.
But have you seen all different
kinds of buildings in your life?
They have all different kinds of
prices. It depends on the type of
building, depends on what goes
in it, depends on what level of finishes.”
Katz said the University is
building the complex with a bottom-up approach, coming up with
a plan for the building and then
putting a cap on costs from there.
He added that Yezer’s estimate is
off, as the University is likely not
going to build out two of the floors
in the SEC – roughly 100,000 square
feet – because administrators want
to learn how the first several floors
are utilized before completing other floors, a factor Katz said could
lower costs by tens of millions of
dollars.
Yezer said that the University
has expanded too fast, amassing
nearly $1 billion in debt over the
past few decades. Because of the
amount of debt the University has
taken on to build residence halls
and other academic buildings,
Yezer said GW is now too reliant

on tuition dollars to finance debt,
a risky strategy in tough economic
times. University President Steven
Knapp, however, has said no tuition dollars will be used to fund
the SEC.
“The reason we needed all the
dorms is because we expanded the
student body dramatically,” Yezer
said. “We could have expanded
the student body more slowly,
this is all about timing. Eventually, yes, this campus should be
built out to its highest density,
the question is how fast you do
it… But generally speaking, when
people aren’t giving you a lot of
money to build the buildings, you
kind of build slowly rather than
grow the student body as fast as
we did.”
Yezer said he would rather see
the money going toward the SEC to
be spent on hiring full-time faculty
members and endowing chairs of
departments.
But Katz said that without more
space, there would be nowhere to
put more professors on campus.
“Where are we going to put the
professors?” Katz said. “Most professors require an office and support
space – in fact, all professors require
offices and support space.” u
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Foggy Bottom Grocery to kick off soft opening this week
Grocery portion to
open first; deli will
open after break
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Special Contributor
The new Foggy Bottom
Grocery will open its doors
Thursday for a soft opening
intended to give recently
hired employees experience
running the store.
Though the opening is
only for invited “family and
friends,” owner Kris Hart
said his operation’s grocery area will be welcoming walk-in customers over
spring break. The deli will
open when students return
to school after break.
The opening has been
a long time coming. Originally slated to open in September 2009, zoning issues,
D.C. Alcoholic Beverage
Regulation Administration
hearings and delays caused
by record snowfall in D.C.
repeatedly pushed the opening date back.
A small group of community members representing the West End Citizens
Association had protested
the store’s opening, saying
the extended hours would
disturb the neighborhood
and the owners would be violating the store’s certificate
of occupancy by operating a
deli from the lower level.
But after months of con-

tention and discussion at
neighborhood group meetings, including the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission
2A – which voted to support Hart – and the Foggy
Bottom Association, ABRA
issued the store an alcohol
license and set the hours of
operation from 7 a.m to midnight, daily. The D.C. Board
of Zoning Adjustment ruled
Feb. 23 that the store could
operate on all three floors,
dismissing an appeal filed
by Barbara Kahlow, the secretary of WECA.

"I do think putting an
emphasis on people
who showed up to their
interview with a smile…
that’s what’s going to
set us apart."
Kris Hart
Owner
“I always felt throughout
the whole process that we
were right,” Hart said. “The
one thing that’s frustrating
is I’ve run into people on the
street and they’re like, ‘Oh
it’s too bad the community
is fighting you,’ and it’s like,
98 percent of the community was behind us. It was
just a few people, that’s all
it takes.”
Now, with the store’s
shelves stocked with grocer-

Chris Gregory | Assistant Photo Editor

FoBoGro will open its grocery component to friends and family this week. The deli portion of the store will open after students
return from spring break, owner Kris Hart said this week.
ies and ready to open, Hart
said the transformation has
been major.
“[When we bought the
store] it was a little decrepit,
it was really falling apart and
it was a little scary walking
in here, the tiles were all bro-

ken, you’d have to scare the
rats out before you walked
in,” Hart said.
The store will sell its first
products Thursday to invited guests to give the employees training, said Devlin
Keating, the chief operating

Business school sees rankings bump
School jumps 14
spots in business
magazine ranking
by Nicole Gulotta
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW’s School of Business
jumped 14 spaces in this
year’s BusinessWeek magazine rankings to No. 51 in
the nation, the University
announced last week.
The overall ranking is
based on student satisfaction
surveys,
post-graduation
achievements and general
academic quality. GW was
also given an academic quality ranking of No. 23 based
on average SAT scores, the
ratio of full-time faculty to
students and average class
size. Last year, the school
was ranked No. 61 in that
category.
Lawrence Singleton, associate dean for undergraduate programs at the School
of Business, said he was
tremendously excited about
the jump in rankings.
“We believe the rankings

Change in Rankings

2010 vs. 2009

51
Academic
Quality
No. 23
Overall No.

reflect our efforts to continually improve our high academic standards and provide practical experience for
students,” he said.
The increase in rank
could be a result of the
programs GW provides to
promote an understanding
of the global economy, ethics and sustainability. The
School of Business now has a
foreign language and foreign
culture requirement, and
about 40 percent of School
of Business students study
abroad, Singleton said.
In terms of real-world
experience, students can
participate in the Undergraduate New York Career
Trek, which connects undergraduate students with
alumni and industry profes-

65
Academic
Quality No. 61
Overall No.

Source: BusinessWeek magazine

"We believe the
rankings reflect our
efforts to continually
improve our high
academic standards
and provide practical
experience for
students."
Lawrence singleton

Associate Dean
sionals. The program was
recently added to facilitate
networking and career ex-

ploration.
While Singleton was
pleased with GW’s new
standing, he said he understands that rankings are not
the only component in fostering an optimal learning
experience.
“While rankings are important, there are many factors that make our School
of Business a rich environment for students, faculty
and staff. No single survey
can measure this,” Singleton
said.
School
of
Business
Dean Susan Phillips, who
announced her retirement
effective at the end of this
academic year, appreciated
the ranking of the business
program in a School of Business news release.
“The recognition of our
undergraduate
business
program as one of the best in
the nation demonstrates the
caliber of students we attract
and our efforts to strengthen
the undergraduate program
and the whole GW School of
Business,” Phillips said.
Last September, the University was ranked No. 38 in
the country by US News &
World Report. u

Want expereince with video and multimedia?
We are seeking paid managers and editors for The Hatchet's web team.
E-mail eic@gwhatchet.com

officer of the store. The employees will be an integral
aspect of the store, Keating
said.
“We made it part of
our hiring process, too; we
didn’t hire people with the
best experience in the world

at a grocery store, because
listen, it’s a grocery store, it’s
not rocket science,” Keating
said. “But, I do think putting
an emphasis on people who
showed up to their interview
with a smile… that’s what’s
going to set us apart.” u

Students will receive Census
forms in residence halls
The U.S. Census Bureau
has teamed up with the GW
Housing Programs and GW's
department of Government,
Community and International Relations to streamline the
process of counting students,
the University’s top government relations official said
last week.
All students in GW residence halls will be given census forms to fill out from their
house staff on April 1, Director of Government Relations
Kent Springfield said.
“We’d love to have students fill them out and hand
them back that day,” he said.
Students living off-campus will receive their census
sheets by mail soon, if they
haven’t already, Springfield
said. These students still
should participate, and can
return the form in the attached envelope.
If students choose not to
fill out the surveys, they can
expect a visit from census
employees, Springfield said.
“The Census Bureau will
be sending out enumerators
to do a door-to-door count for
those that don’t return their
forms. We expect them to be
in our residence halls a couple
of times in April,” he said.
Springfield said students’
parents should not list them
as residents in their home

state because students live
in D.C. for most of the time,
use services here and should
be counted in the District.
This means international
students, regardless of their
citizenship status, also count
toward the D.C. population
in the census. “Your parents
shouldn’t count you at home,
unless you make it back to
their house at the end of each
day,” he said.
Census Media Specialist Sylvia Ballinger said that
government funds given to
the D.C. community are all
based on its population.
“Students living nine out
of 12 months in D.C. should
care about all the resources
coming into our community,”
she said. “Students’ parents
should not be claiming you at
home because the money will
go to that community instead
of here.”
Ballinger also says there
is a “dire need in the Northwest area” for students willing to work for the census.
For $20 an hour, students
can be hired by the U.S. Census to help count the population. Ballinger said they
are actively recruiting and
testing on or near GW’s campus and that anyone can call
1-866-861-2010 to apply for a
position.

–Christian Ewing
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Check this
out...

Blues and folk foursome
The Low Anthem is
playing at the 9:30 Club
March 11. Tickets are $15.

Get your Irish on at
Shamrock Fest March 13
at RFK Stadium Grounds.
Tickets start at $25.

H

D.C.'s independent film
festival will run through
Sunday at the U.S. Navy
Memorial and Archives.

Faces of war: coming to a Metro stop near you
Photographer's controversial portraits provide a stark look at soldiers returning from Iraq

by Melissa Turley
Hatchet Reporter
You may not have been to
an art gallery recently, but that
doesn’t mean you haven’t seen
Suzanne Opton’s war photography.
The soldiers in her pictures
have blank stares and vacant eyes;
their portraits seem to look past
the viewer. And now, they are part
of Opton’s newest series titled
“The Soldier Billboard Project,”
which opened Tuesday at several
Metro stations around D.C. and
focuses on the harsh realities of
war for young veterans returning
home.
The subjects of the photos,
soldiers at Fort Drum who have
recently returned from Iraq, are
captured in eerily up-close poses, aiming to portray the serious
struggle they will face while acclimating to civilian life.
Opton was inspired by the unsettling reality that her son would
have been of draft age if the government still drafted soldiers. She
was curious about the soldiers'
unforgettable experiences and
how they would carry them home.
This led her to select the pose with
a soldier's head on the ground and
a blank stare across his face.
“That is the way you see your
lover or your children. It is very
intimate. There is that implication
of having fallen,” Opton said in an
interview. “I’m sure soldiers think
about dying all of the time, so to take
the pose is something different.”

Opton has also photographed
Iraqis in Jordan who fled their
country when the war broke out.
“The Solder Billboard Project”
has been shown at the Red Cross
Museum in Geneva, Toronto and
France. The United States has been
the only place where her work was
removed for sensitivity reasons.
The exhibit was the center of
unintentional controversy when
billboards of the images were
removed during the 2008 Republican National Convention in St.
Paul, Minn. CBS Outdoor, the
company who chose to pull the
billboards, felt the images could
be taken out of context by passing motorists and seen as offensive to those in the military. In an
e-mail to Opton, CBS Outdoor's
Jodi Senese, executive vice president of marketing, wrote, “We
cannot post these as billboards…
the images, as stand-alone highway or city billboards, appear to
be deceased soldiers. The presentation in this manner could be
perceived as being disrespectful
to the men and women in our
armed forces.”
Opton never intended to stir
up controversy, but wanted to create intimate portraits of the soldiers, probing the viewer to think
about the psychological struggles
plaguing veterans as they return
home.
“I wanted to take a vulnerable
picture of the soldiers,“ Opton
said. “As a mother, I was interested in seeing them the same way I
would have seen my own son.”

marie mcGrory | hatchet photographer

Farragut West is one of several Metro stations hosting "The Soldier Billboard Project," which features intimate portraits of Iraq
War veterans.
Opton will speak with the
public about the images in the
Pentagon Metro station March 12
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and in the

Gallery Place/Chinatown Metro
station March 13 from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. The pictures will then be displayed at the Farragut West, Gal-

lery Place/Chinatown, L’Enfant
Plaza, Metro Center, Pentagon,
and Rosslyn Metro stations until
April 4. u

Five art galleries you
haven't heard of

While the Hirshhorn and the National
Gallery of Art are landmarks in the
D.C. art scene, there are many smaller
galleries throughout the District that
offer fascinating exhibits in an equally
creative space. Hatchet Arts has
found a few galleries that should be at
the top of your list.

rently, the gallery is showing work from local
photographer Jennifer Dorsey. Her first solo exhibition in the area, “Alma Mater,” focuses on
looking at everyday, mundane spaces in order
to uncover their often overlooked beauty. She
achieves this effect by photographing the interiors of two local high schools, National Cathedral
School and St. Albans School, which are meant
to be familiar places to people and reminiscent of
the integral role adolescence plays in their lives.
“Alma Mater” will be on display until March
27.

Cre8 SpaceStudioGallery

1314 Ninth St. NW
www.cre8spacestudiogallery-dc.com

Irvine Contemporary

1412 14th St. NW
www.irvinecontemporary.com

Kendra Poole | hatchet photographer

John Ondrasik, Five for Fighting's front man, plays piano at his Tuesday night show in Lisner
Auditorium.

Five for Fighting: a perfect 10
Pop-rock group plays a successful show at Lisner Auditorium
by Kendra Poole
Hatchet Reporter
Five for Fighting attracted a crowd diverse in ages and music tastes to Lisner
Auditorium Tuesday night with its delicate and distinct soft-rock.
The group, made internationally famous for pop-station favorites like “Superman” and “100 Years,” is one of those
bands whose popularity spans more than
one decade, and whose concerts are truly
a mix of, as lead singer John Ondrasik put
it, “some old songs, some new ones, some
ones you’ve never heard before.”
Five for Fighting kicked off the set
with its 2006 hit “World,” followed by
“Chances” and “The Riddle.” Ondrasik’s
piano skills remain as sharp as ever, producing sweet, pure melodies.
As the show continued Ondrasik,
began to tell short vignettes in between
songs, contextualizing why, when and
how each song was inspired, giving the
show a more meaningful and emotional
dimension. Famous for songs incorporating social commentary and activism, the
band played “NYC Weather Report,” a
song dedicated to New York City after
9/11.
Ondrasik joked that back in the day
he was “like a rocker,” hoping to mimic
bands like AC/DC, Led Zeppelin and
The Who. He said the song “Superman,”
arguably the group’s biggest hit, took the
band in a different direction.
“I had this song sitting around for
a while, and the guy who was making
‘America Town’ with us said to me, ‘You
really need to put that song on your re-

cord,’ and I’m like, ‘I don’t know, man,
I’m kind of a rock guy…’ Every time we’d
come back to this little song, I’m like, you
know, maybe we should put this on the
record. I’m glad I did. It’s called Superman.” Applause erupted for the 2001
Grammy-nominated track.
“Superman” seems to have pushed
Ondrasik’s “rock-star” button because,
after the song, he was considerably livelier, more interactive and more talkative.
During “2 Frogs” Ondrasik mingled energetically with the crowd.
In the spirit of music paired with a social message, Ondrasik dedicated “Freedom Never Cries” to the military.
“I love the troops, I love the families, I
love everything about them,” he said, explaining that traveling to do shows for the
troops is very important to him. He added
that he wished to dedicate the song “Purple Thumbs” to those Iraqis who voted in
the country's recent election.
The band finished with “Slice,” which
was written in collaboration with famous
composer Stephen Schwartz, and the
timeless hit “100 years.”
The encore introduced a new sound
with “Bella’s Birthday Cake,” from the
group's first album “Message for Albert,”
featuring excellent solos from guitarist
Gregory Suran, and “I Just Love You.”
Before leaving the stage entirely,
the band sang a short a cappella piece
called “Hope.” Ondrasik said, “I know
for many folks it’s not been the easiest of
years the last couple years.” Nearly 11
p.m., the tired crowd swayed during Ondrasik’s musical charge to maintain hope
during hard times. u

Being one of the first white cube galleries – a
spare white space that displays only the artwork
– to become successful in D.C., Irvine Contemporary plays a significant role in the city’s art
community. As the name says, it tends to focus
on contemporary art, representing, for instance,
graphic and street artist Shepard Fairey. Its current exhibition is called “On/Off the Grid” and
showcases the work of 10 different artists. The
show explores the meaning of the word “grid”
and its relationship to social systems, and uses
different mediums in the exhibition, such as video, drawings, paintings, and installation pieces.
“On/Off the Grid” will be on display until
March 20.

Cre8 SpaceStudioGallery is a small gallery
and creative space with a big mission: to provide
a place for community involvement. Its current
exhibition, “Unbelievable,” is based around
hip-hop as a media source. The art includes installations and mixed-media collages from tract
works, and features artists Aniekan Udofia, Alex
Vallcorba, Moe Bradford Jr., and Matias Cueva.
The following show, “Insatiable,” focuses on
women’s sexuality through pieces from international artists Alyhana Childs, Claudia Olivos,
Minni Hayas, and Ramon Menocal. During the
run of the show, viewers will have an opportunity to participate in three workshops on women’s
sexual health.
“Unbelievable” will be on display until
March 13.
“Insatiable” will be on display from March
15 until April 19.

Civilian Art Projects

1019 Seventh St. NW
www.civilianartprojects.com
Civilian Art Projects focuses on giving rising
artists a venue to showcase their work, which
is often very contemporary and comments on
social or political issues. Its current exhibition
features work from Gesche Würfel, titled “Go
for Gold!” Her project follows the relationship
between the urban development in London for
the 2012 Olympic Games and the rest of the city,
including the environment.
“Go for Gold!” will be on display until
March 20.

Project 4

1353 U St. NW, 3rd floor
www.project4gallery.com

Flashpoint

916 G St. NW
www.flashpointdc.org
Flashpoint offers not only an art gallery but
also a theater, dance studio and office space for
arts organizations and creative businesses. Cur-

The architecturally innovative Project 4
provides artists with an eco-friendly space to
present their work. During the day, the space
uses natural light to illuminate pieces, which
are mostly contemporary. Most of its programming features emerging and some mid-career
artists, as well as many group-curated shows,
such as the one opening March 13. “The Fantastical” features work from Justin Gibbens, Julie
Hughes, Mel Kadel, Jordan Kasey, and Sophie
Ruspoli, who are all exploring a fantasy world,
albeit in darker tones that reveal fears, tensions
and anxieties.
“The Fantastical” will be on display from
March 13 until April 17. The opening reception
will be held Saturday, March 13 from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.

– Compiled by Eliana Reyes
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Managing taxes
in the real world
by Shaeera Tariq
Hatchet Reporter
With April 15 right
around the corner, accountancy
department
chair Keith Smith has
words of wisdom for students filing taxes.
For some undergraduates, parents will prepare students’ returns
along with their own,
having the students sign
the forms when they return home for spring
break, Smith says. But,
if parents are cutting the
ties a bit early, or a student wants to learn how
to stay audit-less before
graduation, Smith shared
his ideas on how to make
the process painless and
fee-free.

Remember key dates
and documents:

Taxes must be filed by
April 15, but the sooner
taxes are filed, the sooner students will receive
their refunds.
W-2’s and 1099’s must
be kept handy even after taxes are filed, Smith
says. Keep copies of
these documents in a safe
place.
“If you’re going to deduct any expenses, have
proof that you actually
paid them in case you get
audited,” he says.

Deduct everything
you legally can:

Students may be able
to deduct interest on student loans, tuition, or education expenses, Smith
says.
Of course, each of
these tax breaks have
requirements, so Smith
suggests students look
at instructions on the
1040 forms. Smith says
tax benefits all have one
major thing in common:
they “phase out” for individuals with high incomes.
Smith says if parents
pay for their child’s
expenses, then the parents receive these tax
breaks.
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Use the Web or IRS
to aid in the filing
process:

“If the student needs
to prepare a tax return, it’s
free on the Web,” Smith
says, adding that the Internal Revenue Service has
a Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Program on its
Web site.
This program, Smith
says, “offers free tax help
to those with low to moderate income who cannot
prepare their own tax returns.”
Volunteers are certified
and sponsored by different organizations, which
provide training to “help
prepare basic tax returns
in communities across the
country,” he says.
TurboTax, a commercial tax software company,
provides the same service
for simple returns, which
includes most returns filed
by students and recent
graduates, says Smith.
If students do not
qualify for free tax help
software, the price for software starts at $30. Smith
says office supply stores
carry the cheapest options.

Owing the government
money:

“You file your return
on April 15, but you often
pay the taxes way before
that,” Smith says.
Students can withhold
taxes throughout the year
by asking their employers
to take out a given percent
each payroll period.
“You earn $100 but
your paycheck is only $70
because your employer
withheld $30 of tax. The
amount withheld can only
be an estimate because you
don’t know exactly how
much tax you’ll ultimately
owe,” Smith says.
Once students submit
their tax information, the
IRS will send back any refund. If students do not ask
their employers – for jobs
and even paid internships
– to take out a percentage,
they will likely owe the
government money come
Tax Day. u

CRIME LOG
Disorderly Conduct
3/4/2010 – Fulbright Hall –
1 a.m. – Case closed
University Police responded to a report of objects being thrown from Fulbright.
On arrival, a complainant
stated that he was walking down the sidewalk and
observed an object being
thrown. The complainant
thought the object was a
beer can, while officers observed a sandwich bag and
a puddle of water on the
ground. When officers contacted the indicated room,
the students denied throwing anything.
No suspects or witnesses
3/7/2010 – Outside of
Lafayette Hall – 1:45 a.m.
– Case closed
UPD responded to a report
of an altercation involving
three students. Two male
subjects got into a fight
caused by one individual
making comments to a female subject who was with
the other male subject. The

STRONG
from p. 1
pher key in order to keep the
piano lounge accessible only
to Pi Phi.”
The new green space outside Strong Hall is another big
attraction for the sororities,
Hartman said.
“[We’re] also looking forward to utilizing the new
green space behind Strong
Hall for barbecues and other
events,” Hartman said. “We
are very happy with the continuing progress of transforming Strong Hall into Greek

DONORS
from p. 1
Power and Promise Fund or a
specific school," she said, adding that alumni tend to donate
to the place they feel most connected to.
Gosbee said his donation
will go toward a scholarship
for a student from his hometown near Rochester, N.Y. that
exhibits financial need similar
to his.
“This is who I was. I’d like
to help somebody in the same
situation that I was in,” Gosbee
said. “I wouldn’t be where I am
without GW.”
GW’s 10 percent alumnigiving rate is on par with the
national average, according to
statistics from the Chronicle of
Higher Education. The University is making an effort to
increase this rate, most recently
hiring Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations Michael Morsberger, a

HAITI
from p. 1
accumulated along the streets,
will vanish once we wake up,”
Préval told the crowd, which
included Sen. Mary Landrieu,
D-La., who helped rebuild the
school system in New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina. "But it
is a nightmare that lasts."
Préval struggled to talk of
her experience after the earthquake, choking up a few times
during her speech.
She expressed dissatisfaction with the quality of education in her country even before
the earthquake hit.
Before the earthquake,
500,000 school-aged children

female subject was found
to be intoxicated, was assessed and transported to
GW Hospital.
Referred to Student
Judicial Services

According to a Metropolitan Police incident report,
$1,325 was recovered.
Closed by arrest

Drug Law Violation

3/5/2010 – MFA building –
1:45 p.m. – Case closed
UPD responded to a report
of a female subject trying to
fill a fraudulent subscription.
MPD and the FBI were notified and she was arrested
on scene.
Closed by arrest

3/4/2010 – Marvin Center
– 2:05 p.m. – Case closed
UPD responded to a report
of unlawful entry. An individual who was previously
barred from campus was in
the J Street area. While conducting a search prior to his
arrest, officers found a bag
with 6.7 grams of marijuana
in his possession.
Closed by arrest
3/5/2010 – Thurston Hall –
11:55 p.m. – Case closed
UPD responded to assist
GW Housing Programs
Staff with an administrative
search of a room. During
the search, staff found 18.4
grams of marijuana, paraphernalia for packaging and
weighing drugs, brownies
containing marijuana, and
a large amount of cash in
the subject’s possession.

Fraud

3/6/2010 – Kogan Plaza –
3:06 a.m. – Case closed
UPD responded to a report
of an intoxicated female student near the loading dock
of Gelman Library. She was
assessed and transported
to GW Hospital.
Referred to SJS
3/6/2010 – In front of the
Grant School (School
Without Walls) – 1:50 p.m.
– Case closed
UPD responded to a report
of a fight in progress. On arrival, officers observed two
female juveniles fighting.

The subjects were volunteers at the School Without
Walls and had a verbal altercation earlier in the day.
MPD was notified and both
subjects were arrested.
One was transported to the
Children’s Hospital for facial
injuries.
Closed by arrest
Unlawful Entry
3/3/2010 – Ivory Tower –
9:45 p.m. – Case closed
UPD responded to a report
of a suspicious person.
On arrival, officers made
contact with the subject
and identified him as being previously barred from
campus. He was arrested
and MPD transported him
to the Department of Health
Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program for
evaluation. This subject returned to Ivory Tower March
8. He was again arrested
and transported to MPD
3rd District Station for processing.
Closed by arrest
– Compiled by T.C. Flowers

housing.”
Weinshel said the University is making changes to the
building because the sororities
asked for the changes to the
space, adding that the current
residents of Strong did not ask
the University for these changes to be made.
“Some of it was in terms
of being asked by the Greek
chapters for some things they
were looking for in terms of
the common space and the
kitchens, in order to make it
so that the two chapters would
have the same type of meeting space and kitchens like in
[Townhouse] Row,” Weinshel
said.

With the loss of the building as an all-female housing
option for non-Greek-letter students, GW Housing Programs
announced two alternatives
in January – 2109 F Street and
Mount Vernon’s Merriweather
Hall – for women who wish to
continue living in a single-sex
environment. There are no current plans to renovate parts of
2109 F Street or Merriweather,
Weinshel said.
Despite the anticipation
felt by Strong’s incoming residents, some current residents
who will part with Strong at
the end of the school year are
disappointed to be missing out
on the building’s updates and

convenient location.
“That’s the reason I chose
to live in Strong, because
of the location,” freshman
Strong resident Paige Dingess
said. “And the roof deck is so
nice.”
Dingess also noted that
kitchen upgrades for the sororities would have suited
non-freshmen who live in
Strong instead of other upperclassmen residence halls with
private kitchens.
“If you’re a sophomore
and you wanted an all-girls
dorm, you don’t really have a
kitchen here,” she said.
–Emily Cahn contributed to
this report

fundraising heavyweight from
Duke Medicine who has in the
past launched multi-billion dollar campaigns.
“On average, around 16,500
alumni donate cash each year,”
Danver said. “Over the past few
years we’ve averaged around
$16 million from alumni in cash
gifts.”
Danver said alumni are encouraged to support in whatever way is most meaningful
to them, whether it is a specific
school, student organization, or
athletic team.
“Alumni donations are extremely important to a university,” Danver said. “Alumni are
a testament to the strength of a
GW education; likewise, their
support of GW is a statement
of their belief in the University
– all that GW is today and all
that the University wants to be
in the future.”
For 2009 graduate Emma
Aronson, the financial aid she
received from the University
helped make college affordable,
and spurred her decision to do-

nate to GW during her senior
year. She donated to the Elliott
School for a scholarship fund.
“I’m giving specifically to
the Elliott School because of
the opportunities that I had at
GW,” Aronson said. “I’ve seen
the Arabic program grow by
leaps and bounds. I think it’s
important to give other students the same opportunities
that I had, and even better opportunities.”
Danver noted that a significant source of donations come
from outgoing seniors, saying
that senior class giving rates
have been on the rise, with 25.2
percent of seniors giving to the
Senior Class Gift Committee in
fiscal year 2008 and 34.6 percent
in fiscal year 2009.
Scout Seide, a member of
the current Senior Class Gift
Committee, said that current
seniors should feel obligated to
give back to the school that has
provided for them for the last
four years.
“We’re able to walk two
blocks and go anywhere – to

the monuments, Dupont, the
White House. GW is this amazing metropolitan cultural experience,” Seide said. “If you had
an ounce of entertainment or
fun, if you’ve learned one thing
at your school, I definitely think
you should give back.”
Laura Taddeucci Downs,
current president of the GW
Alumni Association, said she
too donates to the University
because of previous kindness
bestowed upon her.
“The past couple of years,
I’ve designated my gift to the
swim team because if it wasn’t
for my swim scholarship, I
wouldn’t have been able to attend GW,” Downs said.
Downs said she and her
husband donated $2,500 this
year.
“Given the economy, it
doesn’t matter how much you
give but that you participate,”
Downs said. “Even if $25 is all
you can afford for that year,
then do that. The most important thing is that people participate.” u

were not able to receive an education due to the severe poverty
in Haiti, she said. Since the disaster, however, Préval said the
situation has grown even more
dire, with an additional 1.5 million children unable to return to
school after more than 80 percent of the already struggling
schools in the country were
damaged from the disaster.
“A few days after the earthquake, I was in the Dominican
Republic to visit the Haitians
transported to the other side of
the border, because our hospitals could not afford to provide
to the masses of injured people
asking for care,” Préval said,
holding back tears. “Peter Stevenson, an injured boy of just
13, had just lost a leg and was
on his way to surgery where he
was facing the probability to be
amputated of the other leg. He
knew it. When I asked him what
I could do for him, the answer
came as a shock wave to me.
‘Please, madam, promise me
that you will help me go back
to school.’ In my opinion, Peter
Stevenson speaks to the whole
Haitian population.”
Préval urged the Haitian
government to provide free
education to all school-aged
children, but said that the task
would require the help of the
international community both
monetarily and with the necessary ideas for how to tackle the

problems facing the education
system.
“The government should
guarantee free education to
all the children enrolled in the
schools,” Préval said. “This
will be our first demonstration
for the dignity and respect for
the Haitian community, and
the pain that has been brewing
since January 12. I understand
that many schools have been
damaged from the earthquake,
but I urge the government to
do whatever necessary to bring
children back to school as soon
as possible. The school environment… gives the students a better chance to socialize, to receive
psycho-social attention, to receive food and health care, and
to come back to a normal life.”
Rebuilding the education
system will be tough, Préval
said, adding that there needs
to be short-term solutions put
in place before the country can
work on creating long-term
remedies. She said she hopes
to help better the field of higher
education in her country, modeling the system after GW.
“Ladies and gentlemen,
you can see the challenges, and
the system of national response
is weak,” Préval said. “We cannot go out of the situation by
ourselves. That is why the help
of experienced people… can be
useful to us. George Washington
University is a wealth of exper-

tise and knowledge… we really
want to learn from you.”
University President Steven
Knapp thanked Préval for urging GW students to participate
in Haiti relief efforts.
“She
has
personally
helped… to harness the passion
of our students, the expertise
of our faculty and the collective engagement of our entire
university community,” Knapp
said.
After Préval spoke, she met
with several GW students including Emma Thelusme, president of GW’s Caribbean Student
Association; Diandra Hayban,
vice president of the CSA; Alison McDougal, a member of
the Student Association; Adolf
Alzuphar, a Haitian student;
and Randdie Joyce Rameau, a
Haitian student speaker from
the vigil GW held in January.
The meeting was closed to the
press.
Préval’s remarks were further followed by a conference
discussing how to help rebuild
Haiti’s education system with
panelists including Paul Vallas,
superintendent of the recovery
school district in New Orleans;
Christina Wedekull, a member
of the Swedish International Development Agency who helped
coordinate post-tsunami relief
in Indonesia; and Joel Desrosiers Jean-Pierre, Haiti’s minister of education. u

MARRIAGE

braced it so quickly coming
from a very conservative,
straight-laced background. The
minute I came out there was
just a complete, you know, overhaul of, ‘Okay, this is what a gay
man is and you know Bobby is
Bobby, Bobby’s gay, gay is different.' And that’s just the logic
that they followed.” Hawthorne
said of his family.
“It’s a great day,” Hawthorne’s father said. “I can’t
believe the emotions that everybody has, not just everyone
in the family, but everyone for
them. It’s a terrific day. They’re
very lucky to have found each
other and to be in a city that accepts them and it’s a great day.”
The couple said they feel
that the District, and GW in

particular, is very accepting of
gay people and said that GW is
a school where fraternity presidents have dated each other.
While waiting in line for
their wedding license last
Wednesday, a man who at first
seemed frazzled touched them
in a way they could not have
imagined. He offered to pay for
their wedding license.
“This guy turned to us,
completely out of nowhere,
and said, ‘My father is a government employee and would
have loved to have been here
for this… his partner is away on
deployment overseas and unfortunately they can’t be here,
it’d be my honor to pay for your
wedding license,' " Hawthorne
said. u

from p. 1
“If it came down to making
a final decision for the other one,
we actually have, you know
the legal rights protecting us to
make sure we can take care of
each other,” Betz said.
Both said they are fortunate to have the full support
of their families behind them.
Even though Hawthorne said
he comes from an extremely
conservative family, that did
not stop his father from taking
a train from New York early
Tuesday morning to witness his
son’s marriage.
“They love it. They em-
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Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office. An
extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover,
as well as cash and check through our office.

Jobs
The GW Hatchet is looking for a
talented designer for its print and
web products to create ads and
assist with advertising layout. The
ideal candidate would have
experience with Adobe products
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and an excellent eye for design,
especially as it relates to advertising. The ability to build complete,
cohesive campaigns and to design
ads on spec are also important
tools for success.
The GW Hatchet is an independent company and combines
the real-life experience of an

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

off-campus job with the convenience of an on-campus location.
Compensation is $10/hour with a
typical weekly commitment of 8
hours per week.
If you think you're the right person for the job, email advertising
manager Arron Elkins at aelkins@
gwhatchet.com or visit 2140 G
street NW for more information.
The GW Hatchet is looking to
hire motivated, ambitious selfstarters to build its sales team.
As an independent paper, The
Hatchet relies on this team of local reps to bring in up to $200,000
a year in sales.
Applicants should be dedicated
with an interest in a career in
sales. Past reps have gone on
to work in sales for some of
the nation's largest papers or in
marketing for major international
brands. The Hatchet provides an
off-campus, real-world experience
combined with the convenience
of an on-campus location and a
small team of dedicated employees.
New reps will be responsible for
maintaining current sales relationships as well as prospecting new
and former clients. This job is
exciting and is perfect for students
who are able to work individually

and as part of a team. Compensation includes a weekly stipend and
commission, based on sales and
performance.
If you think you can help take
our sales team to the next level,
submit a resume to advertising
manager Arron Elkins at aelkins@
gwhatchet.com or stop into 2140
G street NW for more information.
MUST LOVE DOGS!
We are looking for a grad student
(couple OK) who loves dogs,
to stay in our Foggy Bottom
Townhouse and care for our Yellow Lab when we are traveling.
Previous experience owning a
dog is required. This is a great
opportunity to enjoy a change of
scene, receive unlimited affection,
and study - we have high speed
Wireless Internet connection, an
office and lovely garden.
Contact Scott or Shirley Wayne at
(202) 333-0125 or e-mail:
shirleywayne@verizon.net.
COLLEGE FRESHMAN
NEEDED FOR ACCOUNT
MANAGER POSITION TO
TRAVEL TO AND SERVICE
LARGE SUPERMARKET
ACCOUNTS IN THE LINCOLNIA AREA.

WORKING PART-TIME FOR
GOLD MEDAL BAKERY, YOU
WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
COMMUNICATING WITH
STORE MANAGEMENT,
MERCHANDISING BAKERY
PRODUCTS, AND
IMPLEMENTING PROMOTIONAL PLANS.
WORK 2 OR 3 DAYS PER
WEEK (SATURDAYS A MUST)
AROUND YOUR SCHOOL
SCHEDULE. EXCELLENT
YEAR-ROUND OPPORTUNITY. NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. MINIMUM GPA OF
3.0 AND GOOD DRIVING RECORD WITH PROPER AUTO
INSURANCE IS REQUIRED.
DON'T MISS OUT - APPLY
NOW!!! IF INTERESTED,
COMPLETE APPLICATION #2
AT WWW.GOLDMEDALBAKERY.COM/JOBS

K ST. WALK TO GWU. 9TH FL
CONDO COMES WITH DEEDED PARKING IN BASEMENT
GARAGE. HARDWOODS
THROUGHOUT. NEW APPLIANCES. CLEAN W/ FRESH
PAINT. AVAIL 8/2/10.
JMINMIDTOWN@HOTMAIL.
COM

Earn $1000-$3200 a month to
drive our brand new cars with ads
placed on them.
www.YouDriveAds.com

To purchase - 2009gwksa@gmail.
com

Housing
CLARIDGE HOUSE CONDO
WITH PARKING - 25TH AND

For sale
KSA Hoodies
GWU Korean Student Association
hoodies now on sale - To increase
interest in Korea among nonKoreans, KSA has offered a discount! Custom initials available.
$20 w/o initials (non-Koreans)
$25 initials (non-Koreans)
$30 w/o initials (Koreans)
$45 initials (Koreans)

services
Reasonably priced, quick professional editing for term papers,
thesis, dissertations. Mike at
cassiken@aol.com
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Baseball takes two at home

Women’s lacrosse edged

It took two overtime periods, but
GW’s women’s lacrosse team lost to
Mount St. Mary’s 15-14 Wednesday at
Mount Vernon Field.
Sophomore Sarah Phillips tallied
five goals and three assists, leading all
players with eight points, while sophomore Kristina Beese scored three times
and added one assist.
GW (2-4) led 9-5 at halftime, but
the Mount came back with eight second-half goals and tied the score. Both
teams scored in the first overtime before the Mount scored the lone goal
of the second overtime.
The Colonials next travel to play
No. 11/12 Towson Saturday at 1 p.m.

Women’s tennis wins again

GW’s women’s tennis team won its
second-straight home match Wednesday, beating St. John’s 4-3.
The Colonials won the deciding
point by sweeping the event’s three
doubles matches, while sophomores
Jacqueline Corba, Meg Tyner and Zoe
Krohn won their singles matches.
GW will play at UNC-Wilmington
Sunday at noon.

Hannah helps men’s tennis

Despite reportedly suffering from
mid-match cramping problems, junior
Erik Hannah came back to win his singles match in consecutive tiebreakers,
and his doubles match as well to propel the GW men’s tennis team to a 4-3
victory Tuesday over Charlotte.
Sophomore Ugur Atalay and junior
Chris Kushma also won their singles
matches and the Colonials swept the
doubles competition to earn the deciding point.
The team will have more than a
week off before playing the University
of Pennsylvania March 17 in Philadelphia, Pa.

Number crunch

8

The number of consecutive games the
GW baseball team
has currently won.
The Colonials began
the season losing
four straight games to ranked teams,
but have not lost since.

Last Word
"It's alright to go out with a
19-point game or whatever, but
I'd rather win."
Men's basketball senior Damian
Hollis, after scoring 19 points
inTuesday's 70-60 loss at Dayton

H

At last,
Hollis can
rest ribs

In brief
The GW baseball team won its first
two games of the season at Barcroft
Park this week, picking up its seventh
and eight straight wins by knocking off
UMBC and Maryland-Eastern Shore
Tuesday and Wednesday, respectively.
In Tuesday’s win over UMBC, the
Colonials (8-4) raced out to a 3-0 lead
in the first inning when seniors Chris
Holland and Curtis Eward and freshman Tyler McCarthy delivered three
straight run-scoring hits.
The team held a three-run lead
when freshman starter Jeff Griffith left
the game, but freshman Brian Derner
gave up five runs in relief and the game
was tied entering the bottom of the
eighth.
Then freshman Paul Pakan delivered a two-run home run that eventually gave GW a 9-7 win. Sophomore
Marshall Seedorff got the victory with
1 2/3 shutout innings.
Wednesday against UMES, freshman starter Ryan Heinz gave up one
earned run and struck out five in six
innings of work. Senior Tom Zebroski
drove in two runs while Pakan, Holland and Eward each drove in one.
Sophomore Stephen Oswald earned
the save.
The Colonials will host Cleveland
State in Arlington, Va. in a three-game
series that begins Friday at 2:30 p.m.

Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

by Dan Greene
Sports Editor

erik schelkun | Elsestar Images

Flyers withstand Colonials' rally
BBALL
from p. 1
Hobbs said of Huelsman, who
entered the game making just
under 59 percent of his foul
shots. “Today he looked like a
90-percent free-throw shooter.”
Sophomore Tony Taylor,
who scored five of his seven
points in a 50-second span to put
GW within one with nine minutes to play, said the helplessness of preventing Huelsman
from scoring was a frustrating
feeling down the stretch.
“You have no control over if
he’s gonna make it or not. You
can’t contest; you can’t do anything. You just have to sit back
and watch,” Taylor said. “That’s
probably one of the hardest feelings of being in a close game –
watching them shoot free throw
after free throw.”
“It was heartbreaking,” he
added, “but we just needed to
get stops and we just weren’t
doing it.”
Keeping GW in contention
amid Dayton’s continued scoring was a stretch of inspired
play from Hollis, who scored
six of his 19 points over a two
and a half minute span in the

game’s final 10 minutes that
turned a four-point deficit into
a tie game.
Hollis injured his ribs in the
teams’ Jan. 20 meeting, a fact
he said was fresh in his mind
throughout the rematch. He said
that motivation, combined with
a desire to defy the unwelcoming Dayton crowd and his own
personal history, helped fuel his
performance.
“I don’t think I’ve ever
played well against them since I
was a freshman,” Hollis said. “I
just got into a groove and I guess
my aggression took over.”
“We felt that he was gonna
be able to score tonight," Hobbs
said. “Once he loosened up and
forgot about what was hurting
and just played the game, he
was tremendous.”
Yet ultimately, it was not
enough to overcome the seventh-seeded Flyers. Hollis was
the lone Colonial to score in
double figures; none bested his
six rebounds. And though GW
out-shot Dayton 45 percent to 43
percent and out-rebounded the
Flyers 31 to 28 – and out-scored
them in the paint, off turnovers,
and on second chances – the
hosts still prevailed and the Colonials did not add a 17th win to
its record.

That record, however permanent it may be, is not an insignificant one. GW’s 16 wins
this season are only one less
than it had amassed in the previous two seasons combined, a
sign of progress Hobbs said is
encouraging as the program attempts to rebuild itself after two
previous years of futility.
“I’m not saying we’re happy with that, but for the most
part, it was a good year for us,”
Hobbs said. “It wasn’t a year
where we underachieved. It
most certainly was a year that
we got a lot that we can build on
and the most important thing is
that we’re back to playing our
GW style. We gotta add some
pieces to what we have and I
think we’ll be right back there
chasing for the title.”
For Taylor, the promise of
the future is encouraging, but
the immediacy of the loss and
this season’s end put excitement
about what might come later on
the backburner.
“When we start looking
at it, I’m sure it will come, but
right now I’m just upset about
the loss,” Taylor said. “I just
wish we could have kept playing this year – for the seniors
and for ourselves and for this
school." u

BASKETBALL NOTEBOOK

Recruit commits
Now that the focus of the GW men’s basketball team has begun to shift ahead, one
question about next year’s team will be what
head coach Karl Hobbs and his staff have
in the recruiting pipeline to follow up this
year’s stellar freshman class. Nineteen-yearold GW recruit Nemanja Mikic is at least
part of the answer to that question.
Mikic, who is Serbian but came to the
United States three years ago and played this
year at United Faith Christian Academy in
Charlotte, N.C., verbally committed to GW
last week after visiting campus and taking in
the Colonials’ loss to Saint Joseph’s.
A forward who described himself as an
outside shooter, Mikic said he was attracted
to GW by the dual strength of its academic
and basketball programs, a combination that
Mikic said was a priority for him.
“I always wanted to go to a school that’s
really good academically, and then also you
could play basketball,” said Mikic, who was
also recruited by Charlotte, New Mexico,

Harvard, and Princeton, among others.
“It’s like a package, you know,” Mikic
added. “You got everything: You’re in a good
city, living downtown in a good spot, good
people, good program, good academics.”

–Louis Nelson

CBI, CIT interest GW

DAYTON, Ohio – Tuesday’s loss at Dayton ended GW’s hopes of advancing in the
Atlantic 10 tournament, but the team’s season might not be completely over.
As head coach Karl Hobbs alluded to in
his post-game radio interview, it is possible
the Colonials could be invited to the College
Basketball Invitational (CBI) or CollegeInsider.com Postseason Tournament (CIT).
“We would be very interested,” Director
of Athletics Jack Kvancz said. “To get the experience would be great.”
The CBI began in 2008, while the CIT
will be held for the first time ever this March.
Both tournaments feature 16 teams.

–Dan Greene

DAYTON, Ohio – It may not have necessarily been a storybook ending for senior
Damian Hollis, should it prove to be an end
at all, but it was at least a mixed bag of success and disappointment: a game-high 19
points and a team-best six rebounds, but
also a 70-60 loss at Dayton.
What did not make it into the box score
Tuesday or any other night, however, was
the level of pain through which Hollis
played in what is likely his last dozen games
as a Colonial. Five weeks earlier, against the
same team in the same arena, Hollis suffered
a rib injury that limited him to 12 points that
night and kept him out of the starting lineup
in the team’s next game.
But Hollis was not kept off the floor for
good, continuing to average more than 20
minutes per game after the injury, which he
described last week as a stabbing pain that
could be treated only with rest.
“Damian’s a warrior,” sophomore Tony
Taylor said Tuesday. “He’s been playing
through a lot more injuries than anyone else
would know… He did that for his team, he
did that for his coaches, he did that for the
love of his school.”
While Hollis’ production slowed a bit
after hurting his ribs in that Jan. 20 game
– his scoring average dropped from 15.1
points per game before the injury to 11.1
after – he generally remained one of the
Colonials’ steady contributors. He had two
20-point road games after the injury, scoring
23 points at Charlotte Feb. 3 and 26 at Fordham Feb. 13, narrowly missing a doubledouble in the latter when he also grabbed
nine rebounds.
In Tuesday’s loss, Hollis came off the
bench for a second time after missing Sunday’s practice, but he made an impact immediately upon taking the floor. He made
his first four shots of the game, including a
buzzer-beating basket, as the game entered
halftime.
“He had to gut it out and that’s what
seniors do,” head coach Karl Hobbs said. “I
thought he showed a tremendous amount of
courage today in how he played the game.”
Three of Hollis’ six rebounds came on
the offensive glass, all of which he converted
into quick baskets. During one stretch in the
second half, the senior scored six straight
points to tie the game.
All the while the injury was not far from
his mind, the memory of its occurrence inspiring a pursuit of revenge.
“I was actually trying to remember
who hit me and I was gonna try to get them
back through the course of the game, but I
couldn’t remember,” he said with a smile.
“That’s what I was actually focusing on.”
Taylor said Hollis’ continued play was
an “inspiration” for the team and that he
hopes it served as a learning experience for
the younger Colonials.
“That takes a lot of toughness,” Taylor
said. “Hopefully, every single person on our
team is getting tougher and mentally stronger and seeing that you can play through injuries. You just gotta keep working hard.”
Now, finally, Hollis will have time to
rest. He said his plan is to let his wounds
heal until he feels he is at about 90 percent
strength, then get back to playing and working toward pursuing a professional career.
Until he takes the court again, his lasting
basketball memory will be of those 19 points
and that loss to Dayton – and he’d gladly
give up the former to reverse the latter.
“If we would have won and I would
have had two points, I’d be ecstatic,” he
said. “It’s alright to go out with a 19-point
game or whatever, but I’d rather win.” u

Jiminy cricket! Team makes nationals
by ElizABETH TRAYNOR	
Hatchet Reporter
It’s not uncommon for college kids to spend their spring
break in Florida. But one group
of GW students will be heading
south next week for a different
reason: the 2010 American College Cricket Championship.
It’s a far cry from four years
ago, when a trio of current seniors decided to start a cricket
team at GW without ever having played the game. Ankit
Sheth, Ali Sternberg and Curt
Sonnet recruited potential teammates – and then asked them to
teach them how to play.
“We just started off looking to do something different,”
said Sheth, “And I don’t think I
would have ever thought we’d
be here after four years.”
It took a while to get the
cricket team off the ground.
They started playing pickup
games in University Yard as
more of a fun pastime than a
competitive team.
Once the team gained momentum, however, they reached
out to GW students to boost
their roster and then to the surrounding colleges to find anyone that would play them.
“It started off as an accident,” Sternberg explained,
“and then turned into something institutional.”
As their number increased,
so did their visibility, and the
players found themselves with
funding from the Student Association and matchups against

Raffaella Giampaolo | Hatchet photographer

Sophomore Victor Williams prepares to bat during a GW Cricket practice.
Founded four years ago, the team will be playing in a national tournament.
surrounding colleges, including American and Montgomery
University.
Now the team that Sternberg describes as starting out
“as three friends who wanted to
try something new” has become
a nationally recognized cricket
team.
The upcoming national tournament is the premiere such
event in the country, pitting GW
against such teams from its conference as Auburn, Montgomery,
George Mason, and UMBC. One
team from each conference will
progress to the semifinals and
then two teams will continue on
to the finals, all of which will be
played in Central Broward Sta-

dium, the United States’ only
venue approved by the International Cricket Council.
The tournament, senior captain Amr Hassan said, gives GW
a chance to play skilled teams
for the first time and measure
its level of play against stronger
competition.
“We’re going in as the underdogs, as one of the youngest
clubs there,” Hassan said. “No
one knows what to expect from
us, but we know that we can do
it.”
“Hopefully we can go to
Ft Lauderdale and pick up
some silverware,” his brother
and teammate, freshman Zain
Hassan, chimed in.

As the founders reflect on
the growth of their club, they
said they are floored by how the
team has grown and expanded.
In addition to jumping from laidback pickup games to competing for national championships,
GW’s cricket team has now received a $2,500 grant from the
University for new equipment.
Its current gear was donated
by the Charterhouse School in
Surry, England, the alma mater
of team president and freshman
Hugo Scheckter.
When asked about the team’s
success, members are quick to
cite the strong sense of camaraderie and unity.
“It’s become a place for kids
coming to this school to become
part of a community, part of a
team,” Sternberg said.
Sonnet agreed and highlighted another important aspect of the team: “GW likes to
show off the ideal of having a
lot of multicultural students
and organizations. I think it’s
fascinating that GW Cricket is
one of the few organizations on
campus that actually has a lot of
students from different cultures
together on the same squad.”
Despite having so much success, Scheckter said the team
is still eagerly welcoming new
members, saying the team’s
goal is to create a “beginner’s
day” for inexperienced players
to get a feel for the sport.
“We want to teach anyone
interested how to play,” Scheckter said. “No experience necessary.“ u

