
For some, three graduate 
degrees would serve as reason 
enough to never step foot into a 
classroom again. But for 63-year-
old David Lehrman, going to 
class is still just part of the daily 
grind.

But the former attorney has 
not taken up a professorship at 
any of GW’s schools. Instead, 
he’s just another student – al-
beit an older one – taking classes 
through GW’s Alumni Course 
Audit Program.

Lehrman, currently a member 
of the Foggy Bottom and West 
End Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, is one of 216 adult 
students participating in this 
semester's program. For a small 
fee, the program allows all GW 
alumni and D.C. residents over 
the age of 60 the chance to enroll 
in as many classes as desired at 
the University on a not-for-credit 
basis. Having already taken 11 
classes in writing, Lehrman said 
he is taking on a full workload 

with four classes this semester, 
all within the English depart-
ment. 

“It’s to actually see, can the 
leopard change his spots? Can 
you take a person of my age, re-

tired, set in his ways, can you ac-
tually take the skill, like the way 
you write, and make it better?” 
Lerhman said. 

The cost for auditing classes 
depends on age, University Reg-

istrar Elizabeth Amundson said. 
Alumni under 60 are charged 
$125 per course, while those old-
er pay $65 per course. Laboratory 
fees are assessed on a case-by-
case basis and are charged sepa-
rately, she said.

Registering to audit a course 
is a fairly simple process. Before 
each semester begins, depart-
ments from each school provide 
a list of courses that will be made 
available to prospective auditors, 
said Director of Alumni Benefits 
and Outreach Kevin Corbett. 
Anyone who wants to audit needs 
the course instructor’s approval, 

which can be gained through the 
registration process, he said. If a 
course is not listed, auditors may 
still be able to register with the 
permission of the instructor.

After becoming disillusioned 
with what he described as the 
stultifying nature of the legal pro-
fession, Lehrman said he wanted 
to return to school to take Eng-
lish classes with the ambition of 
rewriting the autobiography he 
has already penned.

“You had enough motiva-
tion to learn how to write like a 
lawyer [in law school]. They now 
have 300-word sentences with so 
many clauses, so much rigidity... 
I want to tell my story but I want 
to tell it with better words than 
I would otherwise,” Lehrman 
said.

Retirees are not the only ones 
benefiting from the program. Of 
the alumni who participate, more 
than half are between 20 and 39, 
and 27 percent are between 20 
and 29, Corbett said.

One of these students is Blair 

HATCHET
An independent student newspaper • Serving the GW community since 1904 • Always online at GWHATCHET.COM

MONDAY • March 29,  2010 
 Volume 106 • Issue 51

The GW

OPINIONS 
Addressing D.C.'s AIDS epidemic
The Hatchet's editorial board urges students to take 
advantage of SHS's HIV testing. • Page 4

A "green" film festival comes to D.C.
The Environmental Film Festival raises awareness 
about global environmental problems. • Page 7

NEWS NEWS
Tonic to add patio space
The local restaurant hopes to be able to seat 68 
patrons outside by May. • Page 3

Abortion education at medical schools
Georgetown, GW students discuss how they learn 
about the procedure. • Page 10

LIFE

Battle of the 
Bands raises 
money for St. 
Jude's
The fourth annual 
event brought in 
thousands of 
dollars for cancer 
research. • Page 6

SPORTSColonials beat 
the Dukes
Baseball 
team sweeps 
Duquesne to 
start Atlantic 10 
play. 
• Page 8

McCain mixes conservatism, gay rights

Francis rivera, michelle rattinger, marie mcgrory |  hatchet PhotograPhers
The GW Young America's Foundation's demonstration against same-
sex marriage in Kogan Plaza (bottom left) was met by counterprotest-
ers (top left). Meghan McCain (top right) supported marriage equality 
in her speech at the Jack Morton Auditorium Thursday.

Meghan McCain voiced her 
support for marriage equality in a 
speech at the Jack Morton Audito-
rium Thursday night, calling the 
gay rights movement “this gen-
eration’s civil rights movement” 
and urging like-minded “progres-
sive Republicans” to start speak-
ing out.

McCain – the daughter of 
former Republican presidential 
nominee Sen. John McCain – was 
met with a protest by GW’s Young 
America’s Foundation before 
the event for her stance on gay 
marriage, but McCain fired back 
during her speech, telling the au-
dience that she is outspoken on 

provocative issues because she 
believes in them.

“I am not Ann Coulter. I am 
not Glenn Beck. I am not trying 
to be a pundit. I am not trying to 
have a show on FOX,” McCain 
said. “My intention is to promote 
dialogue in this country.”

“I do [support marriage 
equality], got that George Wash-
ington Young Republicans?” Mc-
Cain said in reference to the GW 
College Republicans' January 
withdrawal of financial support 
for her speech. The CRs removed 
their support from the event after 
saying that they had been mis-
informed of the purpose of Mc-
Cain's talk. 

Protest, counterprotest surround speech
by maDeleine morgenstern
Senior Staff Writer

Loan reform 
alters financial 
aid process

As President Barack 
Obama prepares to sign 
legislation Tuesday that 
will affect student loans, 
GW’s Office of Student 
Financial Assistance is 
making changes to meet 
the bill’s requirements.

Executive Director 
of Student Financial As-
sistance Dan Small told 
students in an e-mail 
this weekend that GW 
will fully comply with 
the Federal Direct Loan 
Program starting in the 
2010-2011 school year. 
Students hoping to ap-
ply for federal loans 
for next fall will apply 
through GW, with the 
Department of Educa-
tion serving as the new 
lender instead of credit 
institutions like Sallie 
Mae, Small said. 

“Eligibility remains 
exactly the same, but 
with an application pro-
cess that is easier and 
an electronic transfer of 
funds that is more time-
ly and efficient,” Small 
said.

The bill eliminates 
the Federal Family Edu-
cation Loan Program, 
which in the past funded 
Federal Stafford Loans 
and PLUS Loans, which 
are given to parents. Students would go through pri-
vate lenders to borrow funds, but now the loans will 
originate directly from the government.

GW had been considering the switch to the direct 
lending program for months, but with the health care 
“fixes” bill – the legislation to which the student loan 
reform is tied – set to be signed Tuesday, the Univer-
sity is already making changes to its Web site to help 
students make the switch. Last September, Senior Vice 
President for Student and Academic Support Services 
Robert Chernak said that GW applied and was ap-
proved for the Direct Loan Program.   

Because private lenders will no longer receive fees 
from the government for handling the loans, the gov-
ernment can save $68 billion over 10 years, Obama 
said in his most recent weekly address.

“Year after year, we’ve seen billions of taxpay-
er dollars handed out as subsidies to the bankers 
and middlemen who handle federal student loans, 
when that money should have gone to advancing 
the dreams of our students and working families,” 
Obama said.

In addition, the reform will expand the federal Pell 
Grant program, cap annual student loan repayments 

by amy D'onoFrio
Assistant News Editor

What to knoW 
about securing 
Direct FeDeral 
loans

- The same paperwork, 
like the FAFSA, is required 
when applying to the  
Federal Direct Loan 
Program.

- You should still 
complete a Direct Stafford 
Master Promissory Note 
and Direct PLUS Master 
Promissory Note, even 
if you have received a 
Stafford Loan or PLUS 
Loan before at GW. 
This can be done online 
through studentloans.gov.

- If you have existing 
Stafford Loans, they can 
be consolidated into the 
direct lending program.
 

Source and for more 
information: 

gwired.gwu.edu/finaid

by Kira BreKKe
Hatchet Staff Writer

ashley lynn golDstein | hatchet PhotograPher
David Lehrman, a 63-year-old former attorney, has taken 11 English courses through the 
University's Alumni Course Audit Program. Courses for those older than 60 are $65.

Students anticipate Pelham Hall theater space
Student theater group lead-

ers are hoping a new student life 
area in Pelham Hall will alleviate 
pressing student space concerns 
in Foggy Bottom.

The Campus Life Center, as 
the area will be called, will open 
in fall 2010 and host a variety of 
resources and new event spaces 
for students, including a black 
box theater, studio art space and a 
dance studio. The space will occu-
py the lower two levels of the resi-
dence hall, with significant space 
devoted to meeting and practice 
rooms – a welcome site for organi-
zations that have difficulty book-

ing space on the main campus.  
“Finding rehearsal space can 

be rather difficult at times,” said 
Ben Pollack, executive producer 
for Forbidden Planet Productions. 
“Since rehearsal schedules are 
very likely to change as a show 
progresses, it becomes very diffi-
cult to schedule rooms very far in 
advance.”  

This poses a problem for 
student groups, since rehearsal 
and event space is currently lim-
ited, and competition for its use is 
high.

For rehearsals, groups like 
Forbidden Planet Productions, 
14th Grade Players and Generic 
Theatre Co. practice in Marvin 
Center, Rome and Phillips Hall 

and various classrooms and 
lounges around campus. Shows 
are usually held in one of three 
theater spaces: Mitchell Theater, 
Lisner Downstage and the Mar-
vin Center theaters, which require 
booking a year in advance.   

“As you get your directors, 
you divvy [space] up accord-
ingly,” said Amanda Rhodes, ex-
ecutive producer for 14th Grade 
Players and a member of Student 
Theatre Council.  

More space on the Mount Ver-
non campus for both rehearsals 
and shows could possibly allevi-
ate some of the current scheduling 
difficulties faced by student orgs.  

“We’re very excited about the 
new theater in Pelham,” Rhodes 

said. “The only problem with 
the Vern is that it’s the Vern and 
you have to take a shuttle, which 
means costs for extra transpor-
tation.”  Student theater groups 
spend money to finance their own 
shows as well as book space at 
Lisner Downstage, which costs 
$30 per performance.  

The new facilities at Pelham 
will be free of charge and avail-
able to all students, regardless of 
whether or not they live in the 
building.  

“The fees we pay now to use 
the downstage [will] go toward 
maintaining the space such as 
buying new equipment and 

by ashley larKin
Hatchet Reporter
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QuicKTakes
216 

Number of adults in the course 
audit program this semester

$125 
Cost per course for alumni under 

age 60.
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Coming back for more Alumni Course Audit Program allows retirees, young 
adults to continue education
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gw hires leader of new 
public service center

the state of the Media 2010
Listen to a panel of 
journalism leaders discuss 
the industry’s business 
challenges.
Jack Morton Auditorium | 12 
to 3:30 p.m.

Know your status: sti 
testing
Get tested for HIV, 
gonorrhea and chlamydia in 
less than 20 minutes. 
Student Health Service 
Office | 5 to 7 p.m.

Kashmir in Perspective
Journalist and humanitarian Justine Hardy 
will talk about her work in Kashmir and 
her struggle to balance journalism and 
aid work. 
Elliott School, The Linder Family 
Commons | 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Yoga on the Vern
Relax with a free 
yoga class for all 
skill levels. 

Hand Chapel | 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m.
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the d.C. Cherry Blossom Festival, which brings visitors and residents to the tidal Basin’s banks, began on saturday and will run through April 11. the 
festival  – celebrating its 98th year  – commemorates the anniversary of Japan’s gift of cherry blossom trees to the United states.

tuesdaY

After a nearly six month-long na-
tionwide search, the University has 
chosen a career advocacy organiza-
tion leader to head GW’s Center for 
Civic Engagement and Public Ser-
vice, the University announced last 
week.

Amy Cohen, a former vice presi-
dent for child development programs 
at Save the Children – an internation-
al service organization that aims to 
improve the lives of children across 
the globe – will head the center, 
which was created and announced by 
University President Steven Knapp 
in October.

Cohen – who assumes the posi-
tion April 26 – is tasked with work-
ing to coordinate public service ac-
tivities taking place across different 
areas of the University. Some of the 
projects the center has already begun 
include heading the Public Service 
Grant Commission, which was given 
$20,000 to allocate to student groups 
across campus. The groups organized 
service projects that would count 
toward the Michelle Obama Com-
mencement Challenge announced in 
September.

“I have long been a supporter of 
GW’s work in the community,” said 
Cohen, whose sister graduated from 
GW in the early 1990s. “The opportu-
nity to strengthen and deepen GW’s 
partnerships and to focus on inte-
grating service and civic engagement 
into the University’s outstanding re-
search and teaching is fantastic.”

Other tasks the center will under-
take include selecting the recipient of 
the University’s Colin Powell Public 
Service Award – named after alum-
nus and former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell – which honors a mem-
ber of the GW community who has 
“made an outstanding contribution 
to public service.” The inaugural Co-
lin Powell Public Service Award was 
given to Veterans Affairs Assistant 
Secretary and GW alumna Tammy 
Duckworth in October 2009.

“If we focus our attention here at 
GW on actively working together to 
address the most critical needs of our 
community and the nation, we will 
strengthen scholarship, learning and 
The George Washington University,” 
Cohen said in a news release.

–emily Cahn



Members of the Univer-
sity community joined cities 
worldwide during Earth Hour 
Saturday night in an effort to 
cut down energy consumption 
and expand alertness for the 
need of a more energy-con-
scious society. 

Earth Hour, which took 
place from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
encouraged people in thou-
sands of cities around the 
world to turn off their lights in 
designated areas. GW partici-
pated in shutting off power in 
numerous buildings through-
out the Foggy Bottom and 
Mount Vernon campuses. 

Sophie Waskow, stake-
holder engagement coordina-
tor in the Office of Sustainabil-
ity, said the University’s role in 

the event was very important, 
adding the University was 
“working to ensure that the 
maximum number of lights 
[were] turned off without 
comprising the safety of our 
community,” Waskow said. 

The Office of Sustainabil-
ity worked alongside Facilities 
Management in determining 
which University buildings 
could have their power shut 
off during this hour. Waskow 
said the focus was on “larger 
buildings with the biggest 
number of lights, as well as 
common spaces."

“Do it in the Dark” was the 
slogan for the numerous ac-
tivities that took place in resi-
dence halls and other campus 
locations as a way of raising 
awareness of becoming more 
responsible energy consum-
ers.        

Residential Advisory 
Councils from a handful of 
residence halls organized 
events for students to enjoy 
while participating in this 
drive for a healthier planet. 
The residence hall with the 
greatest percentage of lights 

off during Earth Hour would 
win the contest for conserv-
ing the most energy during 
the hour. RACs from each hall 
photographed their respec-
tive buildings from all sides 
to show the number of rooms 
with lights off. The winners 
will be announced through-
out the week after the Office 
of Sustainability reviews the 
pictures.        

Students in Munson Hall 
organized a movie-watching 
party in the dark, and the 
Marvin Center hosted the Bat-
tle of the Bands concert and 
other music shows, which, for 
the most part, occurred in the 
dark. 

Freshman Aviv Becher par-
ticipated in one of the black-
out parties, and was convinced 
Earth Hour accomplished a lot 
more than a mere 60 minutes 
of energy savings.        

“Some people are less 
aware than others about sav-
ing energy, so events like these 
encourage them to start think-
ing about it. I do my part by 
turning off all lights and dis-
connecting phone chargers 

whenever possible,” she said.  
Saturday’s Earth Hour is 

the second consecutive year 
the University participated in 
this global event, which also 
marks the beginning of Earth 
Month. The Office of Sustain-
ability has an array of events 
similar to Earth Hour planned 
throughout the month of 
April. GW and Gaulladet were 
the only two universities in 
D.C. to officially participate in 
Earth Hour, Waskow said. 

Some students who took 
part in Earth Hour’s activities 
were convinced that events 
like these are the ideal way to 
get others to become energy 
conscious, thus transforming 
energy-consumer communi-
ties which are often neglectful 
of their environmental impact. 
Freshman Alexandra Cer-
quone said, “Earth Hour is a 
very efficient awareness event 
that does in fact work."       

As more people start to 
support the event and Earth 
Hour acquires more recogni-
tion, “this will show how ev-
ery little effort sums up in the 
end,” Cerquone said.u

In an effort to accommo-
date more customers, Tonic 
Restaurant is planning to ex-
pand its outdoor patio. 

Since the restaurant re-
ceived the support of the 
Foggy Bottom and West End 
Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission March 17, Tonic 
is moving forward with plans 
to expand the patio onto the 
greenery surrounding its 
building on 21st Street. Jer-
emy Pollok, the restaurant’s 
general manager and owner, 
said he hopes to have the 
renovation completed by 
May. 

“On the patio, with anoth-
er 24 [chairs], we should have 
68 seats,” Pollok said, adding 
that the idea to expand the 
patio came from customer 
demand.

“On a Friday afternoon in 
75 degree weather we’ll have 
open tables inside and people 
waiting an hour to sit out-

side,” he said.
Before Tonic can begin 

construction the restaurant 
must receive approval from 

the District’s Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control Board, have a 
hearing with the Public Space 
Office and have drawings of 

the plans approved by the 
city.

Pollok said he hopes the 
patio will be completed by 
Commencement in May, or 
by mid to late June at the lat-
est. Construction of the brick 
patio will only take two to 
three days.   

“Hopefully it won’t take 
too long,” Pollok said. “With 
the support of the neighbor-
hood and the ANC, it’s a lot 
easier.”

Despite the short-term 
construction, Tonic made a 
point of opening lines of com-
munication with surrounding 
residents, including those liv-
ing in Strong Hall.   

“[Tonic] wanted to know 
if Strong residents ever had 
a problem with [the patio]. 
They wanted to get our opin-
ion and find out if there were 
any problems with construc-
tion,” said freshman and 
Strong Residential Advi-
sory Council President Julie 
Rheinstrom.

Pollok said Tonic received 
mostly positive responses to 
the plans.  

“Everyone I talked to said 

it was fine, since a lot of us eat 
at Tonic, and during the sum-
mer we enjoy eating outside. 
Everyone was pretty posi-
tive with it, since we use the 
outdoor seating all the time,” 
Rheinstrom said.

Brianna Wright, a fresh-
man and resident of Strong 
Hall, said the patio construc-
tion would not be much of 
an issue in the short term, as 
opposed to the construction 
behind her residence hall on 
GW’s new green space.

“I didn’t really hear about 
the construction going on out-
side my window — no polls 
like this, and that’s long-term 
construction — so I appreci-
ate [Tonic’s] concern,” Wright 
said. 

Despite the change in 
Tonic’s outdoor scenery, the 
restaurant will continue to 
prohibit smoking on the pa-
tio.

Drinking is permitted on 
the patio, which will be open 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. during the 
week and 11 a.m. to midnight 
on Fridays and Saturdays, 
with last call a half an hour 
before closing. u
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Tonic to expand patio, serve more patrons outdoors

Chris gregory | assistaNt photo editor
Local restaurant Tonic plans to expand its patio to seat a total of 68 people along 21st Street. Currently, 
it seats 44 patrons.

by NiColas diaz  
Hatchet Reporter 

Cities across globe 
participate in  
annual event

Students cut the lights for earth hour

Restaurant 
wants new space 
ready by May

Marie MCgrory | hatChet photographer
Students in Madison Hall party in the dark in the residence's 
basement as part of Earth Hour Saturday night.
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Chatting with the cherry blossoms
by devereaux Sterrette Confronting 

controversial 
aims

Journalism isn't a dead major

"It's a maraschino cherry on 
top of a pile of dirt." 

brandon Hines, chairman of The GW 

College Republicans, on the recently passed 

health care bill's raising of the maximum age 

a student can be to stay on his or her parents' 

health insurance policies to 26.

Wanna be heard?

Have an opinion?

Share it with us!

 H
letters@gwhatchet.com

Sometime last week, while I was 
putting off writing papers and 
studying for upcoming mid-

terms, I noticed a Facebook event in-
vitation awaiting my response. Now, 
these events typically fall into two 
categories: random club meetings I 
don’t want to attend, or happy hours 

that I can’t attend (I turn 21 today, so 
keep those coming). But this event 
was something quite different. 

A few months back, I started a 
column by listing aspects of GW life 
that we take for granted. Turns out 
I forgot an entry on that list: Young 
America's Foundation’s ability to 
stoop ever lower in defense of its 
“values.” 

Forgive me, ladies and gentlemen, 
but I somehow forgot that last Thurs-
day was “Defending Marriage” day, 
a day during which YAF’s executive 
board takes to Kogan Plaza and doles 
out wedding cake to passersby in an 
attempt to remind them of the “true” 
definition of marriage: one man, one 
woman, no exceptions. Though an 
annual tradition, the event attracted 
greater attention this year because of 
the Meghan McCain drama and the 
marriage equality counterprotest that 
nearly drowned out their event. 

This follows the pattern of YAF’s 
unnecessarily confrontational abor-
tion demonstration in University 
Yard, handing out fake anti-global 
warming programs at Thomas Fried-
man’s speech and public refusal to 
count its community service hours to-
ward the University’s goal of 100,000 
hours in protest of Michelle Obama 
as Commencement speaker. 

I’ve realized that the best way for 
bleeding-heart liberals to inoculate 
themselves against YAF’s poisonous 
and divisive rhetoric is to understand 
precisely what motivates them to act 
the way they do. You might suspect 
something complicated, but I believe 
it is much more obvious: the insa-
tiable desire for attention. While this 
desire is not unique to them by any 
means, they are definitely the clear-
est example of what happens when 
organizations adopt the same tactics 
a screaming toddler uses to get what 
she or he wants. 

Think about it. Their events do 
nothing to advance their arguments 
so much as shove them down every-
one’s throats. Their core mission of 
supporting conservative principles 
on a liberal campus like ours does 
not require them to change anyone’s 
minds, just speak theirs. As the col-
lege subsidiary of a nationwide orga-
nization, I think their only goal is to 
do right by one another and antago-
nize everyone else to the best of their 
ability. But don’t take my, liberal, 
word for it - even conservative blog 
The GW Patriot wrote in September 
that YAF didn’t want to be taken seri-
ously after the group so publicly de-
nounced the Commencement service 
initiative. 

Put simply, YAF doesn’t expect 
its wedding cake to win you over; 
indeed, the organization’s mission 
depends on outrage to gain public-
ity, funding and prominence on a na-
tional level. Essentially, getting upset 
with YAF plays right into the group's 
hands. That’s exactly why I did not 
attend the counterprotest in Kogan; 
I’ll support marriage equality to my 
dying day, but I’d rather not go about 
it in ways that only embolden its op-
ponents. 

I don’t hate YAF any more than 
the average Democrat. I consider my-
self friends with its president, Travis 
Korson, but I suggest he admits his 
organization’s penchant for contro-
versy. We both know this is an incred-
ibly liberal campus, and that conser-
vative organizations need to assert 
themselves to stay relevant here. But 
it is disingenuous to deliberately ob-
scure the intent of your events. If your 
group thrives on controversy, being 
honest and acknowledging your mo-
tives can only help your cause. If not, 
then go ahead and keep calling the 
rest of us crazy - we’ll be sure to do 
the same as we laugh on by.

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
political communication, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

Matt Ingoglia

Columnist

Many of us have experi-
enced the raised eye-
brow and creased fore-

head of a middle-aged relative 
who just heard that we are study-
ing journalism. He will briefly 
weigh whether it is worthwhile 
or not to taint your naïveté and 
then, upon realizing this battle is 
his to be won, will lean forward 
and say in a con-
cerned tone, “It’s 
impossible to get a 
job as a journalist 
today.” 

Just like that, his 
words pour out like wet cement 
and coat you from head to toe. It 
gets between your toes and ruins 
your new outfit.  But as you lift a 
finger to contest, he adds, “News-
papers are dying.” 

And the cement sets. 
At that point, the argument 

has been lost and you’re declar-
ing underwater basket weaving 
as your new major since that ex-
pertise provides more realistic job 
opportunities. 

Even in the face of such nega-
tive conversations, I’m here (with 
some help) to give some hope to 
those who have chosen the jour-
nalism route. But first, you need 
to put down the Moleskine report-
er’s notebook and pick up some 
computer programming skills.  

I called Mark Luckie, a (paid!) 
journalist for CaliforniaWatch, a 
nonprofit investigative reporting 
initiative in California.  He is also 
the author of The Digital Journal-
ist’s Handbook. 

While many deride member-
ship in the School of Media Public 
Affairs as financially foolhardy, 
Luckie supports it.  

“Journalism schools are more 
important now than ever.  There 

are no real training resources for 
young journalists.  J-School is an 
opportunity for students to get 
that experience.”  

We cannot simply rely on our 
textbooks for guidance on how 
to become an effective journalist, 
though.  “What makes a great 
journalist is stepping away from 
the curriculum,” Luckie says. 

“You need to have an edge over 
others.  Even if you get a journal-
ism major, it can translate into 
several different fields. 

Several jobs have opened up 
in the fields of journalism and 
media that did not exist before. 
Multimedia producers, who 
translate news stories to multi-
media projects for online news 
sources, are in high demand, as 
are community managers, who 
must understand how best to in-
corporate social media into tradi-
tional news sources. Aspirations 
of partaking in the journalism of 
the pre-Internet world are “delu-
sional,” Luckie says. “There’s no 
such thing as ‘traditional jour-
nalism’ anymore, especially for 
young journalists.”   

So what’s the fate of those 
students who seek an old-fash-
ioned reporter’s job at the New 
York Times? 

“You’ll be unemployed.” 
Your future employers want 

more than the ability to write or 
report. “You can’t just know the 
basics of print journalism.  You 
need to know additional technol-
ogy,” he says. Having knowledge 
of computer or data program-

ming will automatically make 
you a more competitive appli-
cant.   

Beyond building résumés 
and doing well in classes, there is 
a great deal journalists can to do 
to succeed in the field. Blogging, 
YouTubing and Twittering are 
all important means to achieve 
experience. The blogosphere 
is a crowded arena and it’s im-
perative to identify yourself, he 
stresses. 

Our own SMPA can have a 
hand in making the changes that 
Luckie suggests and the industry 
demands. As news goes digital, 
requiring courses that instruct 
beyond basic computer and data 
programming is imperative. Like-
wise, students should be encour-
aged to keep active blogs and 
Twitter accounts. While several 
courses allow classes to contrib-
ute to a single blog or only ask 
students to use digital media 
for a semester, SMPA is a small 
enough institution that it should 
ask students to keep a blog for all 
four years. That personal form of 
journalism will not only reinforce 
résumés; it will prepare students 
for a future of news in real-time.   

So step back, journalists, and 
survey the entropy that dominates 
the media industry today. But de-
spite the chaos, some things never 
change. Journalism remains a pri-
mary means to ensure democracy. 
Truth is the greatest good. Ander-
son Cooper’s eyes will always be 
that remarkable blue. And most of 
all, as Luckie says, “It comes down 
to storytelling.” 

Stick that to your skeptical 
uncle.

–The writer, a freshman major-
ing in journalism, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

Breaking out of the GW bubble
Last week I went to American 

to observe its concert choir 
for a class assignment. I was 

intrigued to find out the choir was 
community-based and open not 
only to students, but alumni, pro-
fessors and AU’s neighbors. 

It got me thinking about our 
school, and GW’s role 
in the Foggy Bottom 
and West End com-
munities. What is our 
responsibility to the 
community? Do we 
fulfill those needs? 

It is important to recognize 
that there are two different groups 
of people who need to take ac-
countability for integrating GW in 
D.C. There’s the responsibility of 
the school itself, and the responsi-
bility of the students. 

Though it certainly has not al-
ways been the case over GW’s his-
tory in Foggy Bottom, the Univer-
sity has more recently done a great 
job of being part of the D.C. com-
munity and keeping our neigh-
bors happy. GW’s Web site, “Our 
Neighborhood,” helps in this 
process. It offers information on 
what GW services are accessible to 
permanent residents of the Foggy 
Bottom and West End neighbor-
hoods. Neighbors have access to 
Gelman’s library system and can 
be members of HelWell, each for a 
small fee, or can opt to take foreign 
language classes for free. 

The site also offers updates 
on the progress of Square 54 – the 
construction on Washington Cir-

cle and the location of the old GW 
Hospital. With plans for a grocery 
store and space for retail and of-
fices, the building simultaneously 
gives GW a non-tuition-based 
source of income and serves the 
larger community. 

The School Without Walls 

public-private partnership of last 
year also needs to be highly com-
mended. GW, in its construction of 
South Hall, increased on-campus 
housing and came to an agree-
ment with the D.C. Zoning Com-
mission that helped renovate the 
School Without Walls. 

GW as a university may cur-
rently be community-conscious, 
but are its students? 

I’d like to think that GW stu-
dents are getting off campus and 
making a difference. But I’m not 
so sure. GW is not like Boston Uni-
versity or New York University, 
whose campuses are much more 
in the middle of their respective 
cities' cultural centers. We may be 
the best located college in D.C., but 
we reside in the heart of political 
D.C., and adjacent to the business 
district of K Street – not Adams 
Morgan or Eastern Market.  

We spend our formative years 
here in the District, yet some of us 
hardly get off campus, with the 
exception of weekend romps in 

Georgetown, the occasional din-
ner in Dupont or an internship 
on the Hill at most. Sometimes it 
feels like GW is a different world 
than the rest of D.C. We live in the 
bubble of college life and we need 
to break out of it. 

GW-sponsored events like the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Ser-
vice and Michelle Obama’s service 
challenge are steps in the right di-
rection, promoting students’ in-
volvement in the community. But 
this again shows GW’s commit-
ment, not students’ willingness 
to participate in the Washington 
community at large without being 
prompted from the school. 

There are certainly the excep-
tional students whose playground 
is the District, but these people 
should be the majority, not the 
minority on campus. If a majority 
of GW students spent more time 
around the city, it would translate 
almost seamlessly into further in-
tegration between GW and D.C., 
which would improve our school’s 
relations in the community. 

In the 2010-2011 housing 
assignments e-mail from GW 
Housing Programs, the bottom 
read, “Watch for the 2010 Census 
in your mailbox! You learn here. 
You play here. You live here. Get 
counted here.” And they’re right. 
We can all do more to be residents 
of D.C., not just GW. GW does its 
part. It’s time to do ours.

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
political communication, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

YAF's practices are 
meant only to enrage

Annu Subramanian 

Columnist

Madeline Twomey 

Columnist

an oft-hidden epidemic
While going to school at GW, it is easy 

to forget that we live in a city that has 
faced, and continues to face, the tragedy 
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. About 14 per-
cent, or more than one out of every eight 
gay men in the district are HIV positive, 
according to a recent study conducted by 
the D.C. HIV/AIDS Administration and 
GW’s School of Public Health and Health 
Services. Given this number, it is vital 
that GW students remain cognizant of the 
prevalence of HIV/AIDS in our city.

In interviews with 500 gay men living 
in D.C., the study found that more than 40 
percent of those who tested positive were 
unaware of their status before the study, 
and more than a third did not know of 
the status of their previous partner. These 
numbers are alarmingly high. That such a 
significant number of men do not know 
this vital health information is evidence 
enough that there is a need for increased 
awareness about HIV/AIDS.

It is no secret that GW has a sizable 
and active gay population, and one that 
interacts with the greater D.C. commu-
nity. Although we certainly recognize that 
HIV/AIDS does not only affect the gay 
population, this study suggests that gay 
students in particular need to be aware of 
the health risks.

While students must be responsible 
for their own individual sexual practices, 
GW, as an institution, has an active role 
to play in the fight against HIV/AIDS as 
well. GW’s Student Health Service is one 
resource students can use to get tested for 
the virus. Usually, these tests come with a 
fee; however, there are occasional oppor-
tunities to get tested for HIV for free. One 
such event is being held Wednesday at 5 
p.m. at SHS. The event also offers a gonor-
rhea and chlamydia screening for $30.

The University may recognize the se-
verity of the epidemic in D.C., but there 
is definite room for growth. SHS should 
do more to increase publicity surround-
ing the testing it offers, how much the 
testing costs and what getting tested en-
compasses. The recent study highlights 
the need for increased awareness, and the 
subsequent need of the University to pub-
licize what resources are available to GW 
students. Hopefully, if they did so, more 
students would take advantage of those 
resources.

As new, and often temporary residents 
of D.C., it is easy to assume that the risks 
of HIV and AIDS are disconnected from 
our campus. This assumption couldn’t 
be more dangerous or misinformed. We 
strongly encourage students to take ad-
vantage of Wednesday’s free HIV test-
ing. Remember that Washington is a city 
with an often hidden epidemic, and it is 
especially important for GW students to 
be aware.

We strongly encourage students 
to take advantage of Wednesday’s 

free HIV testing.
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“I had to get that little 
jab in,” she added to some 
laughs. 

McCain said the LGBT 
community is the only one 
that completely supports her, 
adding that during the presi-
dential campaign, she went 
to the Log Cabin Republicans, 
a national Republican orga-
nization that supports gay 
marriage, and told them that 
regardless of her father’s po-
sition, they had an ally in Mc-
Cain and her mother, Cindy. 
Both have been photographed 
with duct tape covering their 
mouths as part of the “NOH8” 
campaign – a campaign in 
support of repealing Proposi-
tion 8, the California ballot ini-
tiative that repealed gay mar-
riage in the state.

McCain said she has be-
come “a favorite target of the 
far-right” because she has “the 
temerity” not to agree with all 
the facets of the party line. She 
asked, “Where the hell did the 
notion of free speech go?”

“I am not saying let’s just 
abandon the core ideals that 
the Republican Party was 
built on,” McCain said, re-
peating it for emphasis. “I am 
saying make room for all of 
the Republicans, and let’s start 
evolving with the times. We 
must evolve or we’ll die.”

After urging the Repub-
lican Party to stop being “so 
stubborn and closed-minded,” 
McCain added that Democrats 
are capable of intolerance as 
well. She accused MSNBC’s 
Keith Olberman of doing just 
as much damage as conser-
vative radio host Rush Lim-
baugh, worrying that the ten-
or of their political discussions 
will result in a whole genera-
tion that will have no desire to 
get involved with politics.

“Please, Keiths and Rush-
es of the world, pipe down,” 
McCain said.

McCain said she has been 
criticized for more than sup-

porting marriage equality and 
LGBT rights, bringing up com-
ments that conservative talk 
show host Laura Ingraham 
has made about her weight 
and blonde hair.

“All of the sudden I was 
too fat to be a Republican – 
yeah, that makes me feel good. 
Too fat to be an elephant,” Mc-
Cain quipped.

“It’s hard enough [for 
women] to speak out for what 
we believe in, rather than hav-
ing our physical appearance 
attacked in return,” McCain 
said.

When an audience mem-
ber asked McCain for her 
opinion of former Alaska Gov. 
Sarah Palin, her father’s run-
ning mate, McCain said al-

though they disagree on social 
issues, she does not “hate her 
in the way many people as-
sume.”

“I respect any woman who 
can go out there and kick ass in 
politics,” McCain said, adding 
that she never discusses Palin 
with her father.

Outside, about 20 mem-
bers of GW YAF held a protest 
in Kogan Plaza, passing out 
wedding cake during their 
“Defending Marriage” event. 
They were met by a larger 
counterprotest, in which stu-
dents in favor of same-sex 
marriage chanted and held 
up signs that read, “God Bless 
Our Gays,” “Love,” and “D.C. 
liked it so they put a ring on 
it.”

YAF members held signs 
that said, “Support the fam-

ily” and “Where does it stop?” 
One sign had the words “I love 
my dads” crossed out, and “I 
love my mom and dad” writ-
ten underneath. The student 
carrying it declined to speak 
to The Hatchet.

Junior Emily Moore held 
the “Where does it stop” sign 
and said marriage was “a re-
ligious contract” that should 
not be institutionalized by the 
government. She said she wor-
ries that same-sex marriage 
could lead to “other forms of 
marriage.”

About 75 students held the 
counterprotest against YAF’s 
message. Sophomore Jane 
Henderson, a student who 
took offense to YAF’s message, 
held a “Hags for Life” sign, 
and said she was there to fight 
for equality.

“My sister’s a lesbian, my 
brother’s gay, so coming here 
I’m saying that [marriage] 
should be a basic right for all 
human beings,” Henderson 
said.

Rev. John Boyles from the 
National Organization for 
Marriage stood behind the 
YAF table and distributed lit-
erature. Boyles said he had 
been having a few conversa-
tions about why he believed 
marriage is just between a 
man and a woman, but said 
he was surprised by the shout-
ing taking place on both sides, 
calling it “very loud” and full 
of “animosity.”

Travis Korson, president 
of GW YAF, said the event was 
started to protest McCain’s 
speech.

“We want to protest Mc-
Cain’s version of ‘Redefining 
Republicanism,’ ” Korson said 
in reference to the title of Mc-
Cain's talk. “If you’re not toe-
ing the party line then you’re 
not really that party affilia-
tion.”

Back in the auditorium, 
McCain disagreed on what 
makes a “pure Republican.”

“You can support gay 
marriage and our troops in 
Afghanistan,” McCain said. 
“Some here on your campus 
don’t think so.” u

at 10 percent of a college grad-
uate’s income, and increase 
funding to community colleg-
es and those serving minority 
students.

Students will be required 
to sign a new promissory note 
with the Department of Edu-
cation, but other paperwork 
for aid does not change. GW’s 
financial aid Web site has been 
updated with details on the ap-
plication process.

Though participation in 
the new program will put 
more loan application materi-
als through GW, Small said 
in an e-mail that for now, his 
office anticipates adding one 
full-time person to transmit 

the electronic files between the 
University and the direct loan 
processing agency.

“To coordinate and recon-
cile every transmission on a 
daily bases requires the atten-
tion of a full time person. As we 
become more comfortable with 
the process we will reevaluate 
staffing needs,” Small said.

The process is done much 
faster electronically, he said, 
but students can still get paper 
copies of forms through the 
Department of Education.

“We do not anticipate ad-
ditional expenses such as loan 
materials, etc... since the pro-
cess is truly automated and the 
Department of Education has 
created the necessary web sites 
for students/parents to access 
to complete all forms and ob-
tain information,” Small said.

Some students, like fresh-

man Doorie Lee, said the direct 
lending process seemed more 
streamlined.

“That’s the main reason 
why I didn’t sign up for loans, 
because the entire process was 
a hassle and I didn’t want to 
deal with a private lender. But 
now if we go through GW 
there will probably be less pa-
perwork and the interest rate 
might be lower because you’re 
dealing with the federal gov-
ernment,” he said.

Sophomore Caitlan Dowl-
ing said she thought getting 
funds will be easier with the 
Federal Direct Loan Program.

“I think it’s good. A lot of 
GW students have so many 
loans to worry about. This will 
ease the stress of paying for col-
lege.”

–Erica Obersi contributed to this 
report.
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general upkeep,” Pollack 
said.  

With more money, student 
theater groups can improve the 
quality of their sets and perfor-
mances. Additional event space 
also allows for longer produc-
tions and extra practice time in 

advance of the shows..  
“More time means more 

elaborate ideas, which means 
better quality productions,” 
Rhodes said.  

Along with the black box 
theater, which was designed 
with the input of the Student 
Theatre Council, the Campus 
Life Center at Pelham will also 
have a recording studio, an ex-
ercise center and a new dining 
facility. 

Options such as these are a 
large draw for student groups, 
though the space itself is the 
most important thing.   

“FPP couldn’t be more 
excited about using the new 
space,” said Pollack. “If Pelham 
Hall requires the same fee [as 
Lisner Downstage] to maintain 
the space then FPP would ob-
viously have no problem pay-
ing.” u
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“Please, Keiths and 
Rushes of the world, 

pipe down.”

Meghan Mccain
Supporter of Gay Marriage



Page 6 w March 29, 2010 The GW haTcheTNews

Teach For America may 
lose significant funding 
from the government next 
year, an abrupt change that 
might translate into the 
elimination of more than 
1,000 teaching positions, a 
spokesperson for TFA said 
this week. 

The organization, which 
sends college graduates to 
teach in underperforming 
schools across the nation, 
is not included in direct ap-
propriations in the federal 
government’s 2011 budget, 
Regional Communications 
Director Kaitlin Gastrock 
said in an e-mail. Instead, 
the Obama administration  

proposed to consolidate a 
number of existing educa-
tion funding streams into a 
few competitive programs 
in their budget proposal. 
Within this new proposal, 
TFA would be eligible to 
compete for funding under 
the program called Teacher 
and Leader Pathways, for 
which the administration 
has requested $450 million, 
Gastrock said.

In past years TFA has 
received direct appropria-
tions in the federal budget, 
although in 2010, the orga-
nization received only $21 
million from the govern-
ment, significantly less than 
it was hoping for, Gastrock 
said. This year, TFA is ask-
ing Congress for $50 million 

in direct funding to help 
support the increased de-
mand for TFA teachers. 

“[TFA] is too large to 
make sudden, enormous 
shifts in resource alloca-
tions,” Gastrock said. “The 
timing of the proposed 
grant competition would 
not allow Teach For Ameri-
ca to grow in 2011 or 2012.”

Gastrock said that the 
large decline in funding 
could cause many problems 
for the organization in the 
coming years. Without the 
full $50 million from the 
government, the organiza-
tion will have to eliminate 
approximately 1,350 teach-
ing positions, significantly 
lowering the number of 
people who can be hired, 

she said. Currently there 
are 7,300 TFA corps mem-
bers teaching across the 
country. The change comes 
at a time when both teach-
ers and jobs are in high de-
mand. Gastrock said both 
the number of applicants to 
the 2010 teaching corps and 
the number of communities 
and schools seeking teach-
ers from the organization 
were at all-time highs.    

“This demand is a result 
of Teach For America’s track 
record of results. A grow-
ing body of independent 
research demonstrates that 
Teach For America corps 
members are highly effec-
tive classroom teachers,” 
Gastrock said. 

Without the federal 

funding, Gastrock said 
86,000 students will go 
without education. 

TFA has been perennial-
ly popular for GW seniors, 
with around 170 GW se-
niors applying for TFA this 
year. Senior Nick Profeta is 
working for TFA next year, 
and said he is attempting 
to inspire others to help the 
program receive the fund-
ing they need to properly 
run the organization and 
benefit all the children pos-
sible. 

“Personally, when I 
found out about the cut in 
federal funding for Teach 
For America, I was pretty 
discouraged, not only be-
cause of the negative effects 
it will have on Teach For 

America’s growth plans, 
but also the negative effects 
it will have on education re-
form in this country,” Pro-
feta said. 

Profeta said what the 
organization needs most is 
for lawmakers to be made 
aware of the program, and 
added he thinks many be-
lieve the funding should be 
restored. He has been en-
couraging students to write 
to their senators expressing 
their concern for the orga-
nization and their hope for 
funding to be reinstated.

Supporters can visit 
the TFA Web site to contact 
their senators via e-mail to 
encourage them to vote to 
reinstate funding, Profeta 
said. u

Reported technical is-
sues left a number of the 
18,840 regular decision 
undergraduate applicants 
unable to access their ad-
missions decision as they 
expected last Thursday af-
ternoon.

Like many applicants 
for the class of 2014, Amit 
Paul checked his e-mail 
Thursday afternoon to find 
an invitation to view his 
application status online 
at 6 p.m., but Paul said the 
link given in the e-mail was 
broken and that when he 
found the admissions Web 
site on his own, he was un-
able to access his decision 
for hours. 

“As 6 o’clock rolled 
around I clicked the link 
that was given to us in the e-

mail sent a few days earlier, 
only to discover that it was 
a broken link,” Paul said in 
an e-mail. “I then had to lo-
cate the GW Activities Cen-
ter on the undergraduate 
admission page and found 
out that the page was too 
busy to load.” 

Director of Media Re-
lations Michelle Sherrard 
said the system was over-
whelmed Thursday after-
noon but could not confirm 
whether students received 
a broken link and did not 
know how long delays last-
ed for potential students.  

“It was much like what 
happens when Ticketmaster 
first opens the lines for a 
very popular event,” Sher-
rard said in an e-mail Fri-
day. “ISS is working with 
the Admissions Office to 
review the situation so that 
this can be prevented from 
happening again.” 

Sherrard said all stu-
dents were able to access 
their admissions decision 
Thursday, but that the Office 
of Undergraduate Admis-
sions did receive “a handful 
of inquiries” reporting the 

issue. 
More than 25 potential 

students posted about the 
server issue to a message 
board on College Confiden-
tial, a Web site that hosts 
online forums to discuss 
admissions, among other 
collegiate topics. 

Applicant Ryan Hebert, 

who posted to the Web site, 
said in an e-mail that he 
was frustrated because the 
problem could have been 
avoided. 

“I felt like this could 
have been prevented pret-
ty easily if the college just 
gave out the decisions in 
waves throughout the day,” 
Hebert said in an e-mail. “It 

would have prevented mass 
congestion at one time.” 

For Paul, the extra three 
hours were heart wrenching 
– he said he had been reject-
ed from two other universi-
ties on the same day. 

“Being rejected twice 
from other schools sent me 
into a panic and I really 
wanted to be accepted to 
GW,” Paul said, who ulti-
mately was able to see that 
he was accepted around 9 
p.m. — nearly three hours 
after the decisions went 
live. 

Applicant Rahel Zeleke 
posted to the Web site un-
der the alias “Rizzledizzle”, 
said he received an error 
similar to other students.

“I received a '500' error 
and a bunch of computer 
gibberish appeared on the 
screen,” Zeleke said in an 
e-mail. “I have to admit it 
was frustrating having to 
wait to find out; however, 
College Confidential defi-
nitely helped relieve some 
of my stress, since I knew 
so many of my peers were 
going through the same 
thing.” u

Five bands rocked the 
Marvin Center this weekend 
at Epsilon Sigma Alpha’s 
fourth annual Battle of the 
Bands, a community service 
event held to raise money 
for the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

About 300 people attend-
ed the event, which raised 
“several thousand dollars,” 
ESA President Hope Tenen-
baum said.

Tenenbaum, a senior, 
said the fourth annual event 
was a milestone for the orga-

nization.
“This is a special moment 

for me because I helped with 
the first Battle of the Bands 
my freshman year,” she said.

The jam-packed lineup 
opened with The Mighty 
Heard, a funk band that 
worked the crowd before 
student bands like East 
Coast Caravan and Riots and 
Poetry took the stage. 

The Mighty Heard won 
the judge’s prize and the 
band TnTrio won the audi-
ence's vote.

“I don’t know that much 
about the bands, but I was 
surprised at how good the 

opening band was,” sopho-
more Julia Byrd said. “I think 
the event is great; it’s for a 
good cause.”

Sophomore Isaiah Toney, 
a member of the band Lucky 
Dub, said he was asked at 
the last minute to step in as 
one of three guest judges for 
the band competition.

“I think being a student 
judge offers a unique posi-
tion,” Toney said, sitting 
alongside two professional 
representatives from the 9:30 
Club. “Part of the way you 
judge this is not just who is 
the best, but how the band 
connects with the audience, 
and we can see that.”

The evening hit a somber 
note when a mother and her 
10-year-old daughter, a can-
cer survivor who received 
treatment at the St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, shared their story with 
the crowd.

“I was told Karina had 
about a 10 to 20 percent 
chance of surviving her can-
cer,” Marci Hurtado said of 
her then 3-year-old child. 

“As you can see, St. Jude’s 
does wonderful things. Here 
we are seven years later; 

with St. Jude’s help, we beat 
the odds.”

Alongside a shy, smiling 
daughter, Hurtado thanked 
the crowd for its efforts in 

the fight against cancer.
“You don’t know how 

much all of this means for 
the families of St. Jude’s,” 
Hurtado said. 

“Hopefully there will 
come a day when we find a 
cure for cancer and we won’t 
have to keep doing this. 
Thank you very much.” u

Teach for America may see substantial drop in funding

Web site leaves applicants waiting 

Battle of the Bands raises funds for St. Jude's Hospital

chip heNNessy | hatchet photographer
Known as an "urban funk force," the band The Mighty Heard performs at the Battle of the Bands in the 
Marvin Center Saturday. The event raised money for the St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.

Admissions system 
gets swamped on 
Thursday

by samaNtha stoNe  
Hatchet Reporter

by matt rist  
Senior Staff Writer

by matt rist  
Senior Staff Writer

"I have to admit it was 
frustrating having to 

wait to find out."

Rahel zeleke
GW applicant
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Max McGowen
Life Editor
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This week in 
Gw hisTory:

6 years aGo...
Democratic Party chair Howard 
Dean endorses presidential 
candidate John Kerry at GW.

3 years aGo...
The Zoning Commission 
approves plans for Square 
54 across from the hospital.

Miranda Green
Contributing Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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19 years aGo...
The Politically Incorrect Student 
Society is founded to protect 
free speech on campus.

Sustainability has be-
come a buzzword in policy 
and government circles, but 
efforts to protect the envi-
ronment are not restricted 
to the inner halls of Con-
gress. In fact, some of the 
most dedicated advocates 
in D.C. have taken to a more 
creative method to express 
their ideas: film.

To combine their efforts 
in a meaningful and collab-
orative way, more than 155 
filmmakers from around the 
world descended on the na-
tion’s capital this March for 
the Washington D.C. Envi-
ronmental Film Festival. The 
festival, now in its 18th year, 
seeks to raise awareness of 
the many environmental is-
sues facing the planet.

For nearly two weeks, 
films that focused on prob-
lems - ranging from unse-
cured nuclear material to 
the effects of river damming 
- were screened at more 
than 56 locations in the Dis-
trict, Helen Strong, director 
of public affairs for the fes-
tival, said. Venues included 
museums, embassies, uni-
versities, libraries, and local 
theaters. Most of the screen-
ings were free to the public.

Strong said the style of 
films shown varied, as did 
their content.

“[There were] lots of 
documentaries, but also 
feature films, animations, 
archival, experimental and 
children’s films. [Films] 
spanned a wide variety of 
topics, from climate change 
to the connections between 
food and the environment, 
to green energy solutions... 
and portraits of environ-
mental heroes,” Strong said 
in an e-mail.

Despite its breadth, the 
event this year did have a 
theme: the relationship be-
tween people, the food they 
consume and the environ-
ment from which it comes. 
In addition, with filmmak-
ers from around the world 
submitting their works, it 
had a distinctly internation-
al flavor.

"Solar Energy for Life," 
produced for the French As-
sociation pour le Développe-
ment de l’Energie Solaire, 
was one film that reflected 
these traits, examining the 
connection between food 
and environmental secu-
rity on the island nation of 
Madagascar, located off the 
southeastern coast of Af-
rica.

In the 11-minute short, 

director Elfi Letterman-Ka-
ba highlighted the efforts of 
ADES, a Swiss-Madagascar 
nongovernmental organiza-
tion that works on the is-
land to change local cooking 
practices by reducing the use 
of charcoal and firewood in 
an effort to conserve energy 
and reduce costs.

Another film, "The Last 
Giants (Wenn das Meer 
Stirbt)," looks at the conflict 
between marine life and in-
ternational commerce in the 
Strait of Gibraltar between 
Spain and Morocco. Directed 
by Daniele Grieco, the full-
length piece chronicles the 
crusade of environmental 
activist Katharina Heyer in 
her quest to start a hospital 
for sea creatures threatened 
by the activity of corporate 
shipping merchants. 

Several award-winning 
filmmakers were given the 
chance to spotlight their 
works at the festival, too. 
Director Josh Fox, whose 
film "GasLand" received 
the Special Jury Prize for 
Documentary at the 2010 
Sundance Film Festival, 
was in attendance, as was 
director Pete Docter, who 
won an Oscar for the mov-
ie "Up" last year. Students 
from various area schools, 
including American and 

Georgetown, participated 
as well. As part of the event, 
students at AU’s Center for 
Environmental Filmmaking 
hosted the Student Environ-
mental Short Film Festival, 
where films concentrating 

on America’s dairy industry 
and the preservation efforts 
of Maryland’s Natural Re-
sources Police were among 
the films screened.  

The festival continues 
to be one of the biggest co-

operative cultural events in 
D.C., Strong said. For her, 
that is a positive, as the 
gathering seeks to mobilize 
filmmakers’ creative talents 
to achieve a healthier and 
safer environment. u

With Pelham Hall slat-
ed to open next year, the 
Mount Vernon campus may 
seem like a more attractive 
place for students to live. 
But for those on GW’s club 
sports teams looking to use 
the campus' facilities to 
practice, space and light-
ing issues on the Vern may 
make it less appealing.

Kaitlyn Reilly, the cap-
tain of the club tennis team, 
said the mix of intramural 
teams and individuals of-
ten make it difficult to find 
available space.

“One court is always 
reserved for GW students 
and on some weekends in-
tramural tennis has match-
es. It is necessary to plan 
ahead and keep in contact 
with the tennis center while 
scheduling to make sure 
there are no issues,” said 
Reilly, who added that her 
team is often forced to prac-
tice late at night when more 
courts are available.

But that is not always 
practical. Each night at 
10 p.m. the lights on the 
Mount Vernon campus ten-
nis courts go out, leaving 
players in the dark. Direc-
tor of Real Estate Planning 
and Project Management 
Susi Cora said GW does not 

have the authority to keep 
the lights on longer since 
the shut-off time was de-
termined with input from 
members of the surround-
ing community, and has 
been officially set in the 
2000 Mount Vernon Cam-
pus Plan. Since local opin-
ion did not change when 
the University began to 
draft its 2010 plan, Cora 

says the lights will continue 
to go off at 10 p.m. for the 
foreseeable future.

“Just as with the previ-
ous plan, the issue of tim-
ing of lighting remains a 
concern and therefore this 
same limit on hours of ath-
letic lighting will remain,” 
Cora said.

Even when the lights 
are on, however, some play-

ers are still dissatisfied.
“It is only enough to be 

able to see and not enough 
to play a sport like la-
crosse,” said junior Becca 
Simon, who is the presi-
dent of the women’s club 
lacrosse team.

The lighting issue aside, 
field space remains the top 
point of contention. Jenni-
fer Perry, president of the 

women’s club soccer team, 
said that her team is given 
one official time slot to 
practice outside each week 
in contrast to varsity teams 
that receive priority use of 
the fields.

“[Practice time] can be 
taken away at any time if 
any varsity team decides 
it’d like it instead. We get 
one practice slot per week, 
and the men get one on an-
other day. So we both split 
the field on these two days 
so we can have two outdoor 
practice slots,” Perry said in 
an e-mail.

For these teams, the lack 
of consistently available 
space combined with the in-
sufficient lighting can make 
practices difficult, if not im-
possible, to schedule.

Perry said the problem 
is emblematic of the dif-
ferential treatment that, in 
her view, club and varsity 
teams receive. For her, mak-
ing club teams a greater pri-
ority would help the situa-
tion.

“My entire team and 
I find it maddening that 
we often travel to the Vern 
for a mere hour of practice 
time that can be revoked by 
varsity in an instant," Perry 
said. "We are an organized, 
dedicated team and we be-
lieve that we deserve more 
resources.” u

assessing environmental impact through film
D.C. festival showcases green advocacy efforts around the world

by Ann bATes
Hatchet Reporter

cATherine finsness | hATcheT phoToGrApher 
The lights at the Mount Vernon campus athletic facilities turn off at 10 p.m. nightly, complicating club 
teams' practice schedules. Club teams must also compete for space with their varsity counterparts. 

scrambling for a space to play

phoTo courTesy of herwArTh voiGTmAnn
"The Last Giants (Wenn Das Meer Stirbt)" documents modern day threats to marine life in the Strait of 
Gibraltar. The film premiered in D.C. at the District's 18th annual Environmental Film Festival. 

by erin cunninGhAm
Hatchet Reporter

from p. 1

AudiT
Milo, a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Navy during the day 
who audits legislative af-
fairs classes at night. Milo 
said she hopes to apply her 
experience in both arenas to 
public relations, and said the 
program has benefited her in 
a way that her undergradu-
ate years at GW did not. 

“I’ve appreciated feeling 
like the administration really 
is trying to look out for the 
best interests of all the stu-
dents to help them succeed, 
which is something I didn’t 
necessarily get from my un-
dergraduate experience,” 
Milo said. 

Corbett said the feedback 
he receives from past course 
auditors is overwhelmingly 
positive. He added that in 
the last four years he has 
learned that a little more 
than 20 percent of alumni in 
the course auditing program 
have audited more than one 
course.

In Lehrman’s view, the 
experience has been worth 
his time. Though he is con-
siderably older than his 
classmates, he feels that be-
ing a student a second time 
around has given him the 
chance to start a new chapter 
in his life, a chapter that he 
intends to keep writing – lit-
erally.

“Like Madonna, you 
have to reinvent yourself. A 
cone-shaped bra wouldn’t 
work for me too well, 
though, so you decide to set 
a medium-range goal, a long-
term goal and give yourself a 
challenge.” u

Want to go on a Hatchet Blind Date? Dinner is on us! 
E-mail features@gwhatchet.com
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tempLe takes out Lacrosse
After just 13 minutes of play, senior 

Taylor Donohue netted her third goal 
of the game, giving GW a comfortable 
4-0 lead over conference opponent 
Temple. Everything was clicking for the 
Colonials. They were controlling the 
offense, containing on defense and 
winning seemingly every loose ball. 

“I told them to come out with en-
ergy, just to fight, really just play our 
game and execute,” head coach Tara 
Hannaford said after the game.

Unfortunately for GW, things 
didn’t stay that way.

After a timeout the Owls came out 
and scored three unanswered goals 
over the next five minutes, eventually 
tying the score before halftime and 
dominating the second half on their 
way to an 11-7 win over GW.

The Colonials (2-9, 0-2 Atlantic 
10) got a strong first-half effort from 
Donohue, who had three goals and 
two assists in the game. Sophomore 
midfielder Sarah Phillips added a goal 
and two assists and junior goalie Liz 
Hoffman recorded 12 saves, but GW 
turned the ball over 16 times and 
scored just one time after halftime on 
its way to a sixth-straight loss.

“We didn’t take care of the ball 
when we got possession. We lost the 
battle on the draws, so we were on 
the defensive most of the time,” Han-
naford said. “I also think our attackers 
didn’t move the ball like they were 
supposed to. We forced it; when you 
force the ball you’re gonna have turn-
overs.”

Sunday’s game almost mirrored Fri-
day’s loss to Massachusetts, in which 
GW had a strong first half, but once 
again the team scored only one goal 
after halftime.

GW has five A-10 games left to 
qualify for the conference tourna-
ment. They play again Friday at Rich-
mond at 3:30 p.m.

– neil sharma

Massachusetts senior outfielder 
Carly Normandin’s triple in the top 
of the first inning marked the begin-
ning of a long day for the GW soft-
ball team. As Normandin slid safely 
into third base, she collected the first 
of 18 hits for the Minutewomen in 
the first game of a doubleheader 
against the Colonials Sunday after-
noon.

Ten innings, 28 hits and 28 runs 
later, GW fell to 4-17 overall and 1-5 
in Atlantic 10 conference play, losing 
both games to No. 24 Massachusetts, 
the defending A-10 champions. The 
Minutewomen beat the Colonials 
by scores of 17-0 and 11-0 and did 
not allow a hit in either game.

Inconsistent GW defense (in-
cluding three errors), extra base hits 

and smart base running allowed 
Massachusetts to run up the score 
in the early innings and forced both 
games to be called after only five in-
nings. 

GW head coach Kim Staehle 
said her team needs to tighten up its 
defense.

“We need to play tough defense. 
We need to make sure we’re playing 
errorless ball. We always talk about 
playing errorless, but that wasn’t 
the case today,” she said. 

Sophomore Kara Clauss started 
both games for the Colonials, giv-
ing up 13 runs (eight earned) on 13 
hits over 6 and two-thirds innings of 
work. Clauss allowed six walks and 
hit one batter with a pitch.

A nine-run third inning in the 
first game and a six-run fourth in-
ning in the second game sealed the 
victories for the Minutewomen. 

Three homeruns, including a grand 
slam in the second game by senior 
first baseman Sarah Reeves, sparked 
the Massachusetts offense. Softly hit 
ground balls that turned into infield 
singles swung the momentum to 
the Minutewomen, as frustrations 
for GW seemed to pile up quickly.  

GW’s bats were absent Sunday, 
with no hits and only one baserun-
ner. UMass starter sophomore Sara 
Plourde struck out out the first five 
batters she faced, and went on to 
strike out 15 over both games, retir-
ing all but one batter. Plourde and 
senior Bailey Sanders combined for 
a no-hitter in the first game, while 
Plourde threw a complete no-hitter 
in the second game.

The Colonials lone baserunner, 
senior outfielder Amanda Holst, 
reached base on a walk, but was 
quickly retired after being caught 

off first base after a line-out. 
Staehle said her team needs to 

work on putting the ball in play to 
break a pitcher’s momentum.

“Sara Plourde is a very good 
pitcher. We need to find a way 
when we’re facing a pitcher of this 
caliber to put the ball in play and 
break up a no-hitter. She threw two 
no-hitters. Offensively, we’re going 
to work on that,” she said.

Staehle said the Colonials will 
regroup after losing four games over 
the weekend, including two Friday 
and Saturday to Rhode Island. 

“Offensively and defensively 
we have a little bit of work ahead 
of us. We need to get back to some 
good practice habits and get back to 
playing GW tempo of softball. To-
day that was not us,” she said.

GW will travel to Saint Louis 
Saturday for a doubleheader. u

Temperatures were in the high 
40s when junior starter Eric Cant-
rell threw his first pitch against 
Duquesne Sunday afternoon, with 
overcast skies and a light drizzle 
that made the already chilly tem-
perature seem even colder. If the 
cold weather bothered him at all, 
Cantrell didn’t show it. He wore 
short sleeves as he cruised through 
seven innings to earn the win and 
help the Colonials complete their 
season-opening sweep of the Dukes 
with a 6-1 victory.

“Today Eric gave us exactly 
what we needed,” GW head coach 
Steve Mrowka said of Cantrell’s 
two-hit, seven-strikeout perfor-
mance. “He came out like a num-
ber-one starter and really shut them 
down and gave us an opportunity 
to get a little bit of a lead, increase 
the lead and kept us in there.”

Cantrell, whose win Sun-
day was his third of the season, 
was dominant early, not allow-
ing a Duquesne base runner until 
the third inning when he walked 
Duquesne shortstop Joe Lombardo 
on four pitches.

One batter earlier, Cantrell 
narrowly avoided being hit by a 
sharply hit grounder off the bat of 
Duquese’s Chris Happ. The junior 
starter managed to field the ball and 

get the out at first base, but Cantrell 
said that the near-miss might have 
broken his concentration just long 
enough to give up the walk.

“I have no idea how I caught 
that,” Cantrell said. ”Sometimes 
that stuff just happens and you lose 
it for an at-bat or two.”

Cantrell kept the Dukes out 
of the hit column for another two 
innings before Duquesne second 
baseman Mike Ganley singled in the 
fifth inning. That frame proved to be 
the toughest for Cantrell, who hit a 
batter, gave up a walk, threw a wild 

pitch, and surrendered Duquesne’s 
only run all in the fifth frame.

Despite the temporary strug-
gles, Cantrell was pleased with his 
control Sunday, calling it the best 
he’s had all season.

Beyond Cantrell’s strong per-
formance, the Colonials’ offense 
was solid for a third straight game, 
putting up a pair of runs in both the 
first and second innings to give the 
starter some early breathing room. 
Senior Tom Zebroski had three hits 
and two RBIs for GW Sunday, in-
cluding a solo home run in the sev-

enth that punctuated the Colonials’ 
dominant day.

The win marked the comple-
tion of the Colonials’ third series 
sweep of the year and a strong 3-0 
start to Atlantic 10 play after an up-
and-down nonconference schedule 
left the team one game under .500.

Mrowka said getting off to a 
strong start in A-10 play was a pri-
ority for his team.

“Once the conference starts, it’s 
time to really start playing good, 
quality baseball and you definitely 
want to begin your conference sea-
son on a positive, so coming in here 
and trying to win the series is our 
number-one goal,” Mrowka said. 
“Once we took the two yesterday, 
obviously today you pick up anoth-
er W; that’s like added gravy.”

Cantrell echoed his coach’s sen-
timent, adding that series sweeps 
were especially sweet.

“It’s huge,” Cantrell said. “In 
my two years here we might have 
had two sweeps total, so this is huge 
getting off to a good start in confer-
ence. We’re going to build off this 
and go get St. Bonnie’s next week-
end.”

The Colonials return to the 
field this Tuesday with a home date 
against William and Mary and a 
road game Wednesday at the Uni-
versity of Maryland-Eastern Shore. 
Tuesday’s first pitch is set for 3 p.m. 
at Barcroft Park in Arlington, Va. u

Cantrell carries baseball to finish sweep
by LouIs neLson  
Contributing Editor

VIktors DInDzans | photo eDItor
Junior right-hander Eric Cantrell started for the Colonials Sunday, giving up just 
one run on two hits while striking out seven in GW's 6-1 win over Duquesne.

Softball no-hit by UMass in doubleheader
by kara DunforD  
Hatchet Staff Writer
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GW Hatchet Seeks Volunteer 
Board Member:
The board oversees the man-
agement of Hatchet Publica-
tions, Inc., the independent 
non-profit organization that 
publishes The GW Hatchet. 
This is a non-paid position 
that runs from April 2010 to 
May 2011. Candidates must 
be attending GW next year; 
wholly unaffiliated with The 
GW Hatchet; and available 
to attend the board’s June 
meeting. The board meets four 
times a year with occasional 
meetings by conference call 
as necessary. This position is 
ideal for anyone who wants to 
gain experience overseeing a 
business or nonprofit organi-
zation. 

Interested candidates should 
send resumes to Lauren 
French, editor in chief-elect, 
at lfrench@gwhatchet.com.  
Resumes are due by April 9th.

Do you love big dogs? Oc-
cassional dog and house sitter 
needed for friendly golden 
retriever in DC suburb.  Must 

be willing to spend non-work 
hours in the house and walk 
the dog twice daily. Close to 
metro. Email yochum.harp@
comcast.net with name, phone, 
experience and references.

Sitters Wanted. 
$12+ per hour. Register free 
for jobs near campus or home. 
www.student-sitters.com

For sale

Save thousands, Sale by 
owner, One Junior Bedroom 
Condo, 730 24th Street (Po-
tomac Plaza), Ideal for GWU/
GU student, singles working 
near Foggy Bottom area, Call 
Sid 703-338-2803 (cell).

services

BUSINESS CHINESE & 
CHINESE BUSINESS LAW
Learn BUSINESS CHINESE 
& Chinese in CHINESE 
BUSINESS LAW Summer 
Beijing China 
Visit www.studyabroad-china.
org

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Smart ___ (wise

guy)
5 Persian tongue

10 Roadies carry
them

14 Sandwich
spread

15 Sandwich
spreads

16 Ark builder
17 Bakery fixture
18 Nickname for

Andrew Jackson
20 Island east of

Australia
22 Says hello to
23 Treasure chest
27 Trap
28 Mao ___-tung
31 The “R” in RCA
32 Shorebird
33 Depressed

urban area
35 Former vice

president Quayle

36 Word that can
precede the
starts of 18-, 20-
, 53- and 58-
Across

39 Smart ___ (wise
guy)

42 Any member of
a classic punk
rock band

43 Morales of “La
Bamba”

47 ___ New Guinea
49 Brian of Roxy

Music
50 What the nose

picks up
51 Pharaohʼs realm
52 Dreary
53 Dangerous thing

to be living on
58 First prize at a

fair
61 Force felt on the

earth, informally
62 Civil rights

pioneer Parks
63 Cockpit

occupant

64 Zippo
65 Aid and ___
66 Make ___ (do

some business)
67 Carrier to Tel

Aviv

Down
1 Surrounded by
2 Shirleyʼs friend

in 1970s-ʼ80s TV
3 Goggles and

glasses
4 Peopleʼs worries
5 Jesters
6 It means

everyone to
Hans

7 Comedian Foxx
8 TriBeCa

neighbor
9 “Beauty ___ the

eye …”
10 Turkeyʼs capital
11 Neigh : horse ::

___ : cow
12 Number on a

golf course
13 Wallflower-ish
19 Lemonlike fruit
21 Dined
24 Like 1, 3, 5, 7,

etc.
25 By way of
26 Long stretch of

time
28 Parts of a brideʼs

attire, for this
puzzle

29 ___ Hall Pirates
(1953 N.I.T.
champs)

30 Prefix with -
centric

33 “Today” rival, for
short

34 1-1 or 2-2, e.g.
37 Daniel Webster,

for one
38 Opal or topaz
39 Gorilla
40 What mattresses

do over time
41 007, for one
44 Original

45 Oaklandʼs
county

46 Law-breaking
48 Optimistic
50 Caesar whose

forum was TV
52 Al ___ (cooked,

yet firm)
54 Kelly of morning

TV

55 Sluggersʼ figs.
56 Syllables before

“di” or “da” in a
Beatles song

57 Winter coat
material

58 Push-up
provider

59 High tennis shot
60 Have no ___ for

Puzzle by Steve Dobis

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Across

1 Male gopher
10 People travel

only one way on
them

15 “The Broken
Tower” poet

16 The senior
Saarinen

17 “Beautiful” things
in a 1951 hit
song

18 See 7-Down
19 Orlandoʼs ___

Arena
20 Capital largely

surrounded by
high clay walls

22 Sportscaster
Collinsworth

23 Uncle ___
24 City at the

mouth of the Fox
River

26 They make
cents.

27 Cards
31 Homage

32 Dress down
33 Catʼs-eye

relatives
34 Metaphor for a

middle-class
American

37 Host of a self-
titled 1990s talk
show

38 Las ___ Filipinas
39 Ancient

Macedonian
capital

40 Abbr. at the top
of a memo

41 Abbr. for the
Prince of Wales

44 Hair salon
activity

46 New range
rover?

47 Freedom fighter,
for short?

48 Their faces have
spots

51 Secretary on
“Hoganʼs
Heroes”

52 Weapon for
Wonder Woman

54 When women
may get in for
less

56 Put through the
system?

57 Rush hour, to
radio
programmers

58 Some flying
saucers

59 Fleet type

Down
1 “Man alive!”
2 One with

growing
concerns

3 Displays
displeasure

4 “___ my
pleasure”

5 Big Apple sch.
6 Ahead of, in

verse
7 Parts of planes

in which to put
18-Across

8 First to be called
up

9 Answerable with
a nod or a shake

10 Sherlock
11 They have

chocolate
relatives

12 Overhead
corridor

13 Need for
checking people
out

14 Applies
carelessly

21 Blitzkrieg
25 Ewing player
27 Twist alternative

28 Oregon
Shakespeare
Festival locale

29 Former AT&T
rival

30 Crayola color in
a 64-crayon box

32 Encouraging
statement start

34 Kind of
appointment

35 Like most bars
36 U.S.N. craft
37 Downgrades,

e.g.
41 “Whoa!”
42 “___ Sans-

Gêne” (Sardou
play)

43 Offer?
45 Brightens

46 Sock deliverers
49 Complaint
50 Lou Grantʼs ex

on “The Mary
Tyler Moore
Show”

51 Not brush off
53 FAQ part: Abbr.
55 It may be added

to excess

Puzzle by Victor Fleming

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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When Megan Evans, a 
third-year medical student 
at GW, heard about the mur-
der of abortion provider Dr. 
George Tiller in Kansas last 
May, she was worried that the 
incident, and others involv-
ing violence toward abortion 
clinics and providers, would 
scare people away from learn-
ing about and providing the 
procedure.

But instead, Evans, who 
serves as the national presi-
dent of Medical Students for 
Choice, feels the abortion 
rights community has come 
closer together. 

“[The abortion rights 
community] realized how 
important it was to continue 
to provide abortions because 
making [them] illegal or 
making it almost impossible 
wouldn’t decrease abortion,” 
Evans said. “Everyone who I 
know who wants to include 
abortion in their practice nev-
er once said, 'I can’t do it be-
cause of Dr. Tiller.' ”

Abortion has been a hot-
button issue in politics for 
decades, and the controver-
sy played a key role in the 
health care debates earlier this 
month. But the face of abor-
tion providers is changing. 
Figures released by a PBS spe-
cial called “NOW” last sum-
mer indicate that from 1985 
to 2005 the number of overall 
abortion providers dropped 
by one-third, from 2,680 to 
1,787. A 2008 study by the 
journal Contraception showed 
that 63 percent of second tri-
mester abortion providers are 
over the age of 50. As for the 
future of abortion providers, 
a survey of MSFC members 
published by Contraception 
showed that 33 percent of re-
spondents received no cover-
age of elective abortion-relat-
ed topics in required medical 
curriculum.

And in D.C., at the medi-
cal schools of GW and George-
town, the ways in which the 
issue is taught and addressed 
differ.

At Georgetown, a private 
Jesuit institution, medical 
students are not taught about 
abortion in the classroom. At 
GW’s School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences, students re-
ceive a short lecture about 
the procedure, but not much 
more. At both schools, how-
ever, there is an opportunity 
to learn more about the prac-
tice if a student desires, offi-
cials and students from both 
schools said.

At Georgetown, Dean for 
Medical Education Stephen 
Ray Mitchell said medical stu-
dents receive a full curriculum 
in issues on women’s health 
but the “full curriculum” does 
not include specific instruc-
tion on performing abortions.

“[The students] also have 
a full discussion of all options 
including choices around 
adoption, etc. Our Catholic 
hospital does respect the Cath-
olic religious and social direc-
tives so that those procedures 
are not performed at George-
town University Hospital or 
at Catholic Good Samaritan 
Hospital, which is within our 
Medstar Network,” Mitchell 
said.

Michelle Sutherland, a 
second-year medical student 
and a co-leader of the Medical 
Students for Choice Chapter 
at Georgetown, said she be-
lieves Georgetown will never 
teach abortion in a classroom 
setting.

“It’s not even close to fea-
sible,” Sutherland said. “We 
don’t really go there.”

At Georgetown, Suther-
land said that similar to a resi-
dency program, students need 
to “opt in” to learn about pro-
viding abortions; they have to 
ask in order to be taught.

“If you want to learn you 
can, but no one is going to 
suggest it. So while George-
town doesn’t encourage learn-
ing those skills for the pur-
poses of providing abortions, 
I wouldn’t say they actively 
discourage or prevent student 
from learning,” she said.

Sutherland said that her 
group’s role is not to make 
Georgetown students abortion 
providers, but to show them it 
is not their choice to make that 
decision for their patients. She 
said that the lack of support 
the chapter receives from the 
University does not hinder a 
student’s ability to learn about 
abortions.

A group on Georgetown’s 
campus, Plan A: Hoyas for 
Reproductive Justice, held 
protests and demonstrations 
last weekend in which some 
members chained themselves 
to the statue of Georgetown’s 
founder for eight hours to 
pressure the Georgetown 
administration to provide 
reproductive resources and 
sex education, and to stop 
censorship on abortion rights 
groups. The group said the 
Georgetown administrators 
agreed to meet with members 
Tuesday.

“For us, [abortion] is part 
of health care. We don’t see it 
as a separate issue,” said Erica 
Slates, vice president of the 
group H*yas for Choice and 
a leading member of Plan A. 
“We feel these are health and 
safety issues for Georgetown. 
Georgetown is responsible 
for protecting the health and 
safety of their students while 
keeping their Jesuit identity. 
We don’t think they conflict 
and Georgetown can do both, 
and that’s the role of the uni-
versity, to do both.”

While GW doesn’t spe-
cifically teach how to perform 
an abortion either, the school 
offers a one-hour lecture on 
abortion in the second year of 
medical school, Evans said. 

“While we don’t have a 
specific lab or course to teach 
abortions, as with any surgical 
procedure, we want our stu-
dents to understand what the 
procedure entails and to rec-
ognize complications,” Dean 
of GW’s School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences James 
Scott said in an e-mail.

Some feel it is both to 
the patient and the doctor’s 
disadvantage to not provide 
such information because 
medical students and patients 
have the right to learn and be 
taught.

“I think that it’s almost a 
disservice to patients in gen-
eral to have their physician 
not aware of what is out there. 
If you feel it is outside of your 
comfort, you need to be aware 
of what is being done,” said 
Brian Droker, a fourth-year 
GW medical student who re-
ceived his master’s degrees 
in physiology and biophysics 
from Georgetown.
–Hadas Gold contributed to this 

report. 

One of the provisions of the 
Obama administration’s his-
toric health care bill will allow 
young people to stay on their 
parents’ health insurance plan 
until the age of 26, a provision 
a GW professor and health care 
policy expert says will greatly 
affect college-aged students.

Currently, young people 
are not able to receive health 
care through their parents’ 
plan after the age of 22, putting 
a burden on many college-aged 
students – both at the under-
graduate and graduate level – 
to find coverage on top of the 
rising cost of tuition.

“Private health insurance 
that the parents have will now 

include dependents up to the 
age of 26, so generally speak-
ing students and young adults 
who’ve graduated from school 
may still be eligible for cover-
age under their parents’ policy,” 
said Leighton Ku, a professor 
of health policy at the School of 
Public Health and Health Ser-
vices. “So that’s really great for 
students.” 

Ku added that most of the 
students at GW he has come 
across are in favor of this por-
tion of the health care legisla-
tion, adding that the rest are 
usually uninformed or mis-
informed about the bill’s ef-
fects. 

This provision in the bill 
may also affect the 10 percent 
of GW students who purchase 
health insurance from the Stu-
dent Health Service, said SHS 
Director Dr. Isabel Goldenberg. 
These students could now be 
covered under their parents’ 
health insurance, potentially 
making the SHS insurance 
plan unnecessary. SHS offers a 
health insurance plan for GW 

students at a cost of $1,614 for 
the entire calendar year, ac-
cording to the SHS Web site.

Goldenberg said that stu-
dents should assess all of their 
health care options before can-
celing their SHS plan, as it will 
be at least a few months before 
the age extension for depen-
dents will take affect. 

“Students should review 
their family’s policy if they are 
under age 26 and compare cost, 
benefits and access to health 
care to make an informed deci-
sion about the best coverage,” 
Goldenberg said in an e-mail, 
adding it may be a few months 
before she will be able to see 
any change in the number of 
students who utilize the SHS 
plan.

Matthew Feger, a gradu-
ate student in the College of 
Professional Studies who re-
ceives insurance from his par-
ents’ policy, feels that the age 
extension for dependents will 
have a positive impact on stu-
dents. “I think that provision is 
definitely a good one, seeing as 

the state of the economy is in 
pretty dire shape,” Feger said. 
“If that’s one less thing we have 
to worry about because we can 
still be on our parents’ health 
care while we’re looking for a 
good job.”

Joshua Altman, finance 
director for the College Demo-
crats, said the provision has the 
widest-reaching effects for col-
lege students.

“It’s probably the most 
beneficial, direct impact on 
students of any provision in 
the bill because one of the most 
significant proportions of the 
uninsured in the country right 
now is students,” Altman said.

Although Brandon Hines, 
chairman of the College Re-
publicans, agreed that this pro-
vision in the health care bill is 
beneficial for students, he said 
the bill taken in its entirety will 
have negative effects. 

“It’s a maraschino cherry 
on top of a pile of dirt," Hines 
said. “It’s one of those things 
that stands out as being a posi-
tive in the bill." u

Health care act extends coverage
Students allowed 
on parents' plan 
until age 26
by Becky Reeves  
Hatchet Staff Writer

Med schools vary on 
abortion instruction

poppy LyNch | hatchet photogRapheR
Students chained themselves to a statue of Georgetown's founder, John 
Carroll, during a protest this weekend over reproductive rights on campus.

GW students get 
more direction than 
those at Georgetown
by kiRa BRekke  
Hatchet Staff Writer 
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