
Zoe Petkanas only had two minutes 
to share her GW experience with a panel 
of judges who would decide if the Elliott 
School of International Affairs senior had 
what it takes to be the student speaker at 
the University-wide Commencement cer-
emony. 

And after just 120 seconds of speech, 
Petkanas won the unanimous support of 
the panel.  

University Marshal Jill 
Kasle said out of the eight 
students selected to rep-
resent their schools in the 
speaker competition, Petka-
nas was the one who wowed 
the judges. The competitive 
selection process is held an-
nually to decide who is best 
suited to speak in front of the 
expected 25,000 students, 
parents, faculty, and special 
guests – including this year's 
Commencement speaker 
first lady Michelle Obama 
- on the National Mall May 
16.

“I’m trying to extrapo-
late from one person, one podium, in front 
of 10 people, to the Mall and 25,000 people. 
It’s more abstract and instinctive,” Kasle 
said about the competition held Friday 
morning. 

About Petkanas, Kasle said, “Everyone 
in the room thought yeah, that’s our girl.”

A student representative from each 
school, except the School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences and the School of Business, 
attended the final competition. 

“It is an incredible honor. I am happy 
to be able to speak to my experiences here,” 
Petkanas said. ”I’m a little overwhelmed, 
but really excited. I didn’t let myself imag-
ine it happening.”

Kasle said none of the judges came to 
the auditions hoping to hear a certain type 
of speech - they were just looking for a stu-
dent with charisma and the ability to “re-
ally carry it.”

The judges included Kasle, Execu-
tive Director of Media Relations Candace 

Smith, Senior Class Council 
chair Liz Finnegan, Execu-
tive Associate of Univer-
sity Events Ocieola Newby, 
and GW Senior Class Gift 
Committee volunteer James 
Swanson.

Petkanas grew up in 
Putnam Valley, N.Y. in a 
family that she said was 
well-versed in politics and 
current affairs – not unlike 
the GW student body.

“My mom and dad 
were always giving me 
books and taking me to 
museums, teaching me to 
care and look at the world 
with a humanist kind of 

perspective,” she said. “We’ve always 
talked about injustice and poverty, and 
I’ve always been taught to care about 
those things.”

Petkanas began her two-minute speech 
Friday with an anecdote about walking to 
her first class freshman year when a presi-
dential motorcade passed her on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.
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TeaPartying

michelle rattinger | assistant photo editor
A woman protests the rising national debt and tax increases at a tea party rally on the National Mall Thursday. 
Thousands of protesters gathered with signs, flags and other objects to express their disapproval with leaders in 
Washington. SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 9 AND AUDIO SLIDESHOW AT GWHATCHET.COM.

Professors 
approve 
GCR 
overhaul

New General Curriculum Require-
ments in the Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences will only require one 
course of math and two courses of lab 
science as part of a 24-credit set of re-
quirements, after the school's faculty 
approved a GCR propsal last Friday. 

Last year, CCAS voted to cut GCR 
requirements nearly in half, from 42 
credit hours in seven focus areas to 24 
credits. Under the revised plan, stu-
dents in CCAS must complete three 
credits of coursework in mathematics 
and statistics and six credits in natural 
and physical sciences, as opposed to the 
current total of 15 credits for the two 
categories.

The change alters the college’s core 
curriculum for the first time in 20 years, 
Executive Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Donald Lehman said. The new 
requirements will be implemented for 
the CCAS class entering in the fall of 
2011. Incoming CCAS freshmen will be 
the last ones required to fulfill the old 
set of GCRs.

The approved proposal also calls for 
six credit hours of work in social scienc-
es, six credits in humanities and three in 
the arts. Students will still be required 
to take University Writing and complete 
two Writing in the Disciplines courses. 
Courses taken to fulfill GCRs will also 
be counted toward a major.

Previously, students took six credits 
in mathematics and statistics, nine to 12 
credits in natural and physical sciences, 
six in social and behavioral sciences, 
three credits in creative and perform-
ing arts, 12 hours in the humanities, and 
six to eight hours in foreign language or 
culture.  

A task force commission to overhaul 
the current requirements has worked 
over the past year to create a new gen-
eral education curriculum that will em-
phasize three learning goals: perspec-
tive, analysis and communication.  

The new GCRs also entail two new 

by priYa anand 
Hatchet Staff Writer

More  
students 
request 
STI tests 

The GW Law School jumped 
eight spots in the 2011 U.S. News & 
World Report rankings of the best 
law schools in the country, propel-
ling the school back into the nation’s 
top 20.

The jump, announced late last 
Wednesday night, erases a deficit 
generated after the school fell eight 
spots last year to No. 28. Law school 
Dean Frederick Lawrence attribut-
ed much of the drop last April to a 
change in the way the rankings were 
calculated, but said last week that this 
year’s rank brings the school back in 
line with its previous rankings. 

“Last year is old news,” Law-
rence said. “They changed method-
ology, and we were able to respond 
to that. We are where we always 
have been.”

Last year’s methodology change 
was somewhat controversial, as the 
new rankings formula combined 
admissions data for part-time and 
full-time students. In years past, the 
rankings only included data for full-
time students, and Lawrence said 
last year that it was this change that 
caused the biggest blow to the pro-
gram.

This year, the rankings once 
again separated part-time and full-
time programs. GW’s part-time law 
program ranked second, behind 
Georgetown.

Lawrence called this year’s rank-
ings a “restoration” rather than a 
jump, saying the drop last year was 
an anomaly.

“This latest U.S. News ranking 
is highly consistent with our U.S. 
News rankings over the past half-
decade,” Lawrence said. The school 
was ranked 22nd in the 2008 rank-
ings, 19th in 2007, and 20th in 2005 
and 2006. 

by emilY cahn
Campus News Editor

Faculty pay raises beat average
GW professors received an 

average pay raise of 4.9 percent 
in 2009 - almost 4 percent high-
er than the national average, 
according to University data 
and a study by the American 
Association of University Pro-
fessors. 

One-third of reviewed in-
stitutions decreased faculty 
salaries this year and the na-
tional average pay raise for full 
professors was just 1.2 percent, 
according to the AAUP study. 
GW, however, raised pay for all 
ranks of faculty, Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Donald Lehman said. 

“We’ve been working very 
hard to keep the salaries in 
each of the ranks above the 
80th percentile [as listed by] 
the AAUP,” Lehman said. “The 
only way you get really top fac-
ulty is if you have salaries that 
are competitive nationally.” 

Two-thirds of universities 

across the country did not in-
crease pay at the rate of infla-
tion – 2.7 percent – according 
to the report. At Georgetown, 
salaries declined by 0.1 percent, 
and other schools in the Dis-
trict increased pay by less than 
3 percent. American's full-time 
professors saw a 2.9 percent 
average increase; Howard pro-
fessors saw a 1.7 percent aver-
age increase; and Maryland in-

structors received a 0.7 percent 
average boost, the Washington 
Post reported.

John Curtis, the associa-
tion’s director of research and 
public policy, said that though 
this year’s figures were expect-
ed to be low, the results showed 
even lower increases – or de-
creases.

“This comes on the heels of 
several years when faculty sal-
aries have been just at the rate 
of inflation, or slightly above,” 
Curtis said. “It starts a trend 
where pay increases don’t even 
meet the rate of inflation.” 

GW has been fortunate to 
be able to make steady merit 
pay raises this year, said Forrest 
Maltzman, chair of the political 
science department. 

“Other schools are either 
not giving raises or not giving 
very much in raises,” he said. 
“One of the goals of the Univer-
sity is to prevent a star faculty 
from leaving, and pay raises 

by priYa anand 
Hatchet Staff Writer

Elliott School senior will address graduates
by gabi marush  
Hatchet Reporter

michelle rattinger | assistant photo editor
Senior Zoe Petkanas will speak in front of 25,000 students, parents,  
faculty, staff, and guests - including first lady Michelle Obama - May 16.

GW Law 
reclaims 
top 20
ranking

An increase in the number of 
students requesting testing for 
sexually transmitted infections at 
the Student Health Service is a re-
sult of the increased availability of 
free HIV/AIDS tests, a University 
official said this week. 

Dr. Isabel Goldenberg, medical 
director at SHS, said last year 500 
to 700 students came to SHS ask-
ing to be tested for a range of STIs 
and HIV/AIDS. Five years ago, 
only a couple hundred students 
requested tests, she said. 

“It’s a positive, good trend,” 
Goldenberg said. “It shows respon-
sibility amongst GW students.”  

For the past two years, approx-
imately 500 to 700 students went 
to SHS for testing, with about 100 
students showing symptoms that 
could be attributed to sexually 
transmitted infections, Golden-
berg said. The number of students 
with STIs has not increased dra-
matically, she added. 

Each year, about 15 to 20 stu-
dents test positive for common 
sexually transmitted diseases like 
chlamydia – the most common 
treatable STI at GW, and the most 
treatable. Goldenberg said SHS 

by melissa turleY
Hatchet Reporter
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Bhangra Blowout
A look at the 17th annual dance competition 
Saturday night at D.A.R. Constitution Hall.

web extra
SmarTrip goes digital
Users may soon be able to 
check their balance online.
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Tea party rally
Protestors gathered on the National Mall 
Thursday to protest tax day.
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Former first lady to stop 
at lisner for book tour

jordan emont | hatChet PhotoGraPher
Dancers preform a narration of “Malakas at Maganda Aliguyon and Pumbakhayon” during the Philippine Cultural Society’s tenth anniversary show, 
“A Homeland of Heroes.” The annual event looks to raise awareness and shed light on the beauty of Philippine culture on campus. 

a former abortionist speaks
Listen to Dr. John Bruchalski, 
a former abortionist, in an 
open discussion about the 
realities of abortion during this 
Colonials for Life event.
Funger Hall 103 | 7 to 9 p.m.

time to act: next steps for a 
Climate bill
Watch as leaders from all sides of the 
global environmental debate argue 
the state of climate change, post-
Copenhagen and pre-midterm elections.
Jack Morton Auditorium |  
7 to 8:30 p.m.

monday
the history of the war on drugs 
from 1906 to the Present   
Join Steve Davies, program officer 
at the Institute for Humane 
Studies, to learn about the history 
of America’s drug war.
Marvin Center Room 308 | 8:30 
to 10 p.m.

beauty of Palestine ii
Experience the beauty of 
Palestine through hip-hop 
performances, a bazaar, traditional 
Palestinian dances, trivia, and 
hookah. Free food will be served.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom | 
7 to 11 p.m.

Corrections
In “University ends dual de-

gree program” (April 15, p. 6), The 
Hatchet incorrectly reported that the 
six-year Bachelor of Arts and Juris 
Doctorate program began in 2000. 
The program admitted its first class 
in 2005.

In “Columbian College to double 
advisers” (February 22, p. 1), The 
Hatchet incorrectly reported that the 
University would pay $200,000 to 
speed-up the degree audit system. 
That number is actually a prelimi-
nary estimate.

tuesday

in brieF

multimedia

H

All THiS AnD More... Now at gwhatchet.comH

wednesday

Lisner Auditorium will play host 
to former first lady Laura Bush next 
month when she makes GW one of 
her first stops on her nationwide 
book tour, an organizer for the event 
confirmed Friday.

Bush will discuss her new mem-
oir, “Spoken from the Heart,” at the 
event, which will be held May 6 at 
7:30 p.m.

“She is speaking about the book, 
which basically covers her life be-
fore, during and after the White 
House years,” said Christine Cimi-
no, a spokeswoman for the Smithso-
nian Associates, the organizer of the 
event.

Cokie Roberts – political analyst 
for ABC News and National Public 
Radio, and wife of GW professor 
Steven Roberts – will engage Bush in 
discussion about her life in the White 
House and beyond, Cimino said.

Bush’s book will officially be re-
leased May 4.

Lisner has hosted a slew of prom-
inent guests over the past few years, 
including President Barack Obama, 
former Vice President Al Gore, Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton, Secre-
tary of Defense Robert Gates, Attor-
ney General Eric Holder, and Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev. 

Tickets for the event are $28 for 
general admission and $18 for Smith-
sonian Associate members, accord-
ing to an event news release. Those 
interested in attending can call (202) 
633-3030 or visit www.smithsonian-
associates.org for tickets.

–emily Cahn
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Eight Indian dance teams 
from across the country brought 
the D.A.R. Constitution Hall 
stage to life Saturday night at 
the Bhangra Blowout competi-
tion hosted by GW's South Asian 
Society.  

This year marked the 17th 
anniversary of the competition, 
which has grown to be one of 
the largest intercollegiate Bhan-
gra competitions in the country. 
Bhangra is a lively traditional In-
dian dance that originates from 
the Punjab region of India. 

"This year we also had many 
more people," sophomore Shaun 

Vaid said. "The orchestra seating 
was filled more than at Bhangra 
Blowout 16."

Bhangra Blowout partnered 
with Saavn Mobil - which, ac-
cording to its website, is the larg-
est distributor of Bollywood me-
dia - to allow audience members 
to vote for their favorite com-
peting Bhangra Blowout team 
and exhibition act using their 
cell phones. Each team was as-
signed a special code and during 
the competition, the performing 
team’s code was flashed up on a 
screen.  

Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity came in first for the third 
year in a row and brought home 
a check for $4,000. University of 
Virginia won $2,500 for its sec-
ond place finish. Drexel Univer-
sity won the “Best Dressed” title 
and third place overall, taking 
home $1,000. 

"I really liked UVA," Vaid 
said. "Their performance was 
much more modern. They didn't 

win, but it was still entertain-
ing."

The GW Bhangra team did 
not compete but, as the host, per-
formed an exhibition number. 
Other exhibition performances 
included DCBC, an independent, 
all-girls Bhangra team from the 
D.C. Metro area, D.C. Metropoli-
tan Punjabi Arts Academy and 
Capital Funk. 

Competitors included teams 
from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, New York Univer-
sity, Rutgers University, Drexel 
University, Cornell University, 
University of Michigan, Univer-
sity of Virginia, and University 
of Rochester. 

The Bhangra Blowout compe-
tition raised money for two char-
ities: Nanubhai Education Foun-
dation, an initiative to provide 
education to India’s rural pub-
lic high schools, and Sikhcess, a 
worldwide community service-
based organization that creates 
public service opportunities with 

the goal of enhancing quality of 
life for all humankind.  

The performers bounced to 
the rhythmic beats of the songs 
and used dance props such as 
the saap, a wooden instrument 
snapped together with both 
hands, and the chimta, an instru-
ment that claps together with 
bells to create a jingling sound.

A special performance by 
Rhythm Dhol Bass, Nindy Kaur 
and Mitch Hyare created a re-
markable sensation on stage. 
This performance led people to 
dance in the aisles. The perform-
ers - who have performed with 
Snoop Dogg - blended Western 
genres with traditional Punjabi 
beats and vocals.

Last year the Student Asso-
ciation Finance Committee de-
nied the organization’s request 
for funding and left it to scram-
ble last-minute for contributions 
from various corporate sponsors. 
This year, the SA cosponsored 
the event. u

Dancers dazzle at 17th annual Bhangra Blowout
Bhangra dance 
originates from the 
Punjab region of India
by Dimple mirchaNDaNi  
Hatchet Reporter

michelle rattiNger | assistaNt photo eDitor
Eight dance teams competed at D.A.R. Constitution Hall at the 17th annual Bhangra Blowout competition, hosted by GW's South Asian Society. Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity came in first for the third year in a row. University of Virginia took second and Drexel University took third. Ticket sales went to education and public service charities.

Census will 
get student 
data from 
University

To ensure students residing 
on campus are counted as D.C. 
residents in the 2010 Census, the 
University will provide the Census 
Bureau with students’ personal in-
formation so federal enumerators 
can fill out forms for students, As-
sociate Director of Media Relations 
Emily Cain said Friday afternoon.  

The D.C. West Census Office, 
which has been working with 
GW Housing Programs and GW’s 
General Counsel’s Office to reach 
a solution that would enable all 
campus residents to be counted, 
presented the plan to the Univer-
sity.

“This provides a solution that 
eliminates the need to allow enu-
merators into the dorms and al-
lows us to count everybody who 
lives on campus 100 percent to-
wards the census,” Cain said.  

The University will provide 
student information anonymously 
to avoid privacy concerns, Kent 
Springfield, the University’s direc-
tor of Government Relations, said 
in an e-mail Friday afternoon. 

Cain declined to release the 
total cost spent on marketing and 
events sponsored by Residential 
Advisory Councils that were in-
tended to encourage students to fill 
out and return their census forms.  

“Minimal funds were used for 
the University-wide effort that in-
cluded both the Foggy Bottom and 
Mount Vernon campuses,” Cain 
said.  

According to data from the 
Census Bureau, 52.2 percent of 
householders ages 18-24 returned 
the census form in the 2000 Census, 
the second-lowest return rate after 
householders ages 15-17, 31.3 per-
cent of whom returned the form.   

“This elegant solution will al-
low us to avoid a number of more 
drastic methods of counting -- in-
cluding allowing enumerators into 
our dorms or collecting the rest of 
the forms ourselves,” Springfield 
said in an e-mail to GW Housing 
staff Friday afternoon. “We are also 
thrilled to report that this means 
GW is 100 percent counted towards 
the 2010 Census (or will be in a few 
days once the enumerators fill out 
all the forms).” u

by Kara DuNforD
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Quotable

the search for a summer job
by devereaux Sterrette

Give more visibility to the MSSC

"The government has no idea of 
what it was originally intended to 
do and is now very bloated and out 
of touch with the Constitution."

Dan Schlueter, an attendee of last 

week's tea party.

Becoming a 
Washingtonian

The overlooked office does more for diversity than you may think

Trading safety for a vote
D.C. might be forced to relax gun laws for representation

Let the numbers speak for themselves: In 
the race of races, GW loses, and that makes 
it tough to be a minority here. Hispanics 

make up 5.3 percent of the student body at GW. 
Only 8.6 percent of the student body is black; this 
insufficiently represents the 12.4 percent of the 
nation that is black.

For a school that prides itself on serving as 
a beacon of diversity in the heart of America’s 
capital, those figures are pretty bleak. 

Poor diversity within the student body has 

worse implications than just having fewer minor-
ities in class. Some minority students, I believe, 
consequently feel less connected to the rest of the 
student population. I am of Indian descent and 
for me, the campus subsequently lacks a bona 
fide sense of community among all students.

To its credit, GW has two important programs 
in place to prepare us for a more multicultural 
student body. The Diversity and Inclusion Initia-
tive, established by University President Steven 
Knapp in February of this year, is working to 
foster a greater sense of belonging for minorities 
on campus. The Dean’s Council for Multicultural 
Recruitment also highlights the multicultural di-
mension of GW for prospective students.

The installation of these programs is impor-
tant for increasing the number of minority stu-
dents at GW, but they are not enough. Students 

seek a program that fosters a better sense of 
inclusion and community for those already on 
campus.

This is why the Multicultural Student Ser-
vices Center is so important. At the MSSC there 
is already a staff on campus that has consistently 
played a large, but often overlooked role in not 
only recruiting multicultural students, but also 
fostering community among diverse people and 
creating a sense of identity for minorities at GW. 
For this reason, it deserves more visibility and 
support from the GW administration and the 
general student body. While the Diversity and 
Inclusion Initiative and the Dean's Council for 
Multicultural Recruitment help increase commu-
nity among the minority population at GW, the 
MSSC has a formality-free, hands-on approach 
for making students feel at home.

Various students can speak to the effective-
ness of the MSSC and what it has done for their 
time at GW. Freshman Alexander Veliz is one 
such example.

Veliz, who grew up near Arlington, told me 
he knew little about GW in high school but ap-
plied anyway. High tuition costs deterred him 
from seriously considering attending GW, but 
when he visited the school, he immediately felt at 
home at the MSSC. He found fellow Latinos with 
whom he immediately clicked, and his positive 
experience with the MSSC led him to appeal for 
further financial aid. His appeal was accepted 
and a few months later, he matriculated. 

Senior Shakir Cannon-Moye, who is a recep-
tionist at the MSSC, appreciates that he can be 
himself there. “There is a small black male popu-

lation at GW,” he says. “On campus we’re rep-
resentative of the entire race. When a black male 
goes late to class, students think all black males 
go late to class. Amongst multicultural students, 
there’s more community, and so we represent 
ourselves.” 

The MSSC’s opportunities are not always 
visible enough on campus though, and that is a 
shame because all students can benefit from a bit 
of international immersion. 

“[The center] is a place for coincidental occur-
rences,” says Cannon-Moye, who attends events 
featuring different cultures because he learns 
about them through the MSSC. “We need that.”

This organization does plenty for the mul-
ticultural community, yet it receives insufficient 
recognition. Increasing its presence – both within 
and beyond GW – should be the MSSC’s focus in 
the upcoming years. But the group can’t do that 
alone.

Improving diversity on campus shouldn’t be 
a goal just so we can report our racial makeup in 
prospective student mailers. GW should be more 
multicultural because everyone benefits from ex-
posure to diversity. 

Students, if you seek to expand the racial 
makeup of the student body, it is important that 
you also do your part to become involved in the 
MSSC, regardless of your ethnicity. A school that 
stands in solidarity for interracial cohesion is a 
school that will attract students who seek to join 
that community; we must be willing to devote 
dogged focus to this resolution.

–The writer, a freshman majoring in journalism, 
is a Hatchet columnist.

The weather has turned warm, the cherry 
blossoms have bloomed, and GW stu-
dents are becoming overwhelmed with 

papers and exams. This combination can only 
mean one thing: summer is nearly here. For 
some GW students, summer is a chance to stay 
in D.C., to take on that internship that couldn’t 
fit into the school year or pick up a few extra 
credit hours in a less stressful environment. 
For others, summer means leaving the politi-
cal bubble of the District and returning home to 

hold a job, catch up with friends and relax after 
a busy nine months. 

Those who return home for the summer 
will most likely endure the uncomfortable cul-
ture shock of living in a place where CNN is 
not always on. That many of our friends and 
neighbors will be ambivalent to or even igno-
rant of the political issues we encounter ev-
ery day may not be something that is easy to 
comprehend. Whether we realize it or not, we 
have all become “Washingtonized.” And while 
many both inside and outside of D.C. may slan-
der this town and its culture, the skills we each 
receive through our experience in Washington 
prepare us for the real world in ways the “tradi-
tional college experience” never could. 

The challenges that come with living in a 
cutting-edge, fast-paced city have changed the 
way many of us think, learn and interact with 
others. Living in D.C., the standard of excel-
lence set by the business and government com-
munities around GW essentially forces our stu-
dent body to be well-versed in the latest news 
and technology. Moreover, the typical GW 
student will acquire knowledge of American 
politics; the vast majority of Americans won’t. 
Although it seems almost unfathomable, many, 
many citizens of this country do not vote. The 
unfortunate truth is, Americans are largely 
politically ignorant and give little credence to 
politics outside of the yearly frustration of pay-
ing taxes. By being “Washingtonized,” GW stu-
dents are privy to a community many people 
know little about and, as a result, we are thus 
able to build the connections that can lead to 
future success. 

For the typical GW student, terms like “the 
Hill” or “the Mall” take on a distinctly differ-
ent meaning than for others. Motorcades are 
a daily annoyance and seem as commonplace 
as students sitting in Kogan Plaza or collecting 
money on the porch of the Marvin Center. Me-
morials and monuments are known simply by 
their first names, and many students spent the 
occasional Saturday night stumbling around 
them during freshman year. These are the reali-
ties of our lives.

Although we may be robbed of the tra-
ditional college experience of cheap drinks, 
wearing pajamas to class and spacious, flowing 
lawns, each of us benefits in some way from be-
ing forced to mature just a little bit quicker. The 
healthy dose of the real world we receive at GW 
teaches us there is a world beyond the confines 
of the classroom and, with an increasingly com-
petitive global job market, there is little room 
for mistakes. Whether we accept it or not, all of 
us have been changed by Washington. It is with 
this sense of self-awareness and the acceptance 
of our being a part of a very unique commu-
nity that many of us venture out into the rest of 
the country to enjoy time away from the daily 
grind of D.C. and GW.

– The writer, a sophomore majoring in political 
science, is a Hatchet columnist.

D.C. may finally get a voting member in 
the House of Representatives, but it looks 
like it will come at the cost of further 

weakening Washington’s already diminished 
gun control laws.   

As Congress moved closer to passing a D.C. 
voting rights bill last year, pro-gun Republicans 
in Congress attached a key addendum that 
would give Washingtonians a representative in 
the House, but only if the city repealed its for-
merly strong anti-gun 
laws. The move proved 
to be a bullet to the heart 
of the bill, stalling it in-
definitely because D.C. 
politicians could not 
agree on pushing it forward. 

But in a recently announced tit-for-tat deci-
sion, Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton says she 
will drop her opposition to a gun amendment at-
tached to the legislation in exchange for a vote 
in the House. The amendment would essentially 
wipe out local gun laws in D.C. The current laws 
are particularly harsh on unregistered handguns 
and semi-automatic weapons, and the proposed 
bill makes it nearly impossible for the D.C. Coun-
cil to enact new gun laws in the future.   

Both Norton and Mayor Adrian Fenty seem 
to back this compromise. But for a city with such 
a high crime rate and a startling amount of illegal 
guns and gun offenders, relaxing gun laws and 
legalizing firearms may cost lives. 

While efforts to reduce crime in Washington 
have been successful over the last decade, D.C. 
still boasted a top-five murder rate in the first 
half of 2009, only falling behind such hotbeds of 
crime like New Orleans, Baltimore and Detroit. 
The Metropolitan Police Department has been in-
strumental in this crackdown, seizing thousands 
of illegal guns each year. According to their own 
crime statistics and a Washington Examiner re-
port, MPD seized around 1,900 guns in 2008, the 
year before the handgun ban was reversed.

Flooding the streets with more weapons is 
not the way to reduce crime. New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, along with the mayors of 
several other major cities, started a group called 
Mayors Against Illegal Guns in 2006. Fenty is a 
member of this group, but he has voiced his sup-
port of this compromised voting rights bill to the 
Washington Post.  

Obviously, voting rights for the District is an 

important issue – perhaps the most important 
political issue for residents who have grown 
increasingly frustrated with their lack of Con-
gressional representation. President Obama has 
made his support for this bill clear, without men-
tioning the gun control changes that would be 
implemented if it passes. But this bill has other 
implications. It is very clear to me that this gun 
bill, and its triggerman Senator John Ensign, 
R–Nev., aims to please the NRA and its enor-

mous membership. With 
tea partiers gaining more 
mainstream relevance 
with an anti-tax, pro-gun 
rights platform, support-
ing the bill may be politi-

cally prudent for Obama. Not only does D.C. get 
a vote in the House, but NRA and other pro-gun 
lobbies gain a victory against one of the toughest 
gun laws in the nation.   

Politicians like Ensign are visitors when they 
come to Washington, not full-time residents. 
They have a political duty to their constituents 
and their party at large, and they come to Wash-
ington to conduct business. That business can 
often include sniping at potential laws like the 
voting rights bill and clipping their own type of 
unrelated earmarks onto legislation.  

This week, a pro-gun rally will be held just 
outside of the District; the protesters will carry 
their loaded weapons with them as they demon-
strate against gun control in our nation's capital. 
Last month in Southeast D.C., a group of men 
pointed and fired an AK-47, a 9mm handgun and 
a .45 caliber handgun out of the window of their 
car. The shooting left five people wounded and 
four dead, including a 16-year-old girl caught in 
the crossfire. If the gun laws in Washington are 
successfully rolled back, those two handguns 
will be easier to purchase and carry in D.C. 

This is not the first time the NRA has lob-
bied to change gun laws in the nation’s capital, 
and it will not be the last time. They are an ex-
tremely influential group, and have engaged in 
an incredibly savvy type of political maneuver-
ing – D.C. gets a vote, and the NRA gets a major 
political victory.  Norton, Fenty and Obama say 
that achieving D.C. voting rights is the most im-
portant issue facing the District today, but per-
haps they are making a hollow point.

– The writer, a junior majoring in journalism 
and mass communication, is a Hatchet columnist.

Evan Schwartz

Columnist

Bradley Dlatt

Columnist

Annu Subramanian 

Columnist

D.C. vote and gun control
The momentum behind getting the Dis-

trict a vote in the House is building again, but 
such a bill may include an amendment that 

would repeal many local D.C. gun 
laws. While we support the ef-
fort to give D.C. a vote, our ex-
citement over the progress is 

marred by the prospect of relaxed 
gun laws in the District. We also 

can’t comprehend why giving D.C. a voice 
in Congress would mean repealing the local 
laws the District has worked so hard to pass.

Acceptance rate drops to record low
GW’s acceptance rate hit a record low 

this year, dropping 5 percent, and this is good 
news for current GW students. Not 
only can our school afford to be 

more selective with applicants, 
but the value of our degrees 
rises as the acceptance rate falls. 
Though we may not set a record 

every year, this is definitely a step 
in the right direction for both GW admissions 
and current students.

16 people added to diversity council
Sixteen people were appointed to the 

President’s Council on Diversity and Inclu-
sion, furthering GW’s effort to make the Uni-

versity more diverse. As the overall 
student body is currently 5.3 percent 

Hispanic and 8.6 percent black 
(though the national population 
is 15.4 percent Hispanic and 12.4 
percent black), our University 

does not reflect the national com-
position. Hopefully, by expanding 

the council, GW will be able to both increase 
diversity and develop a better sense of com-
munity for current students.

Sophomores left on housing waitlist
While we understand that GW is not able 

to accommodate all students who request 
campus housing, we are perplexed that 150 

rising sophomores were waitlisted 
for housing. D.C. law requires 
GW to house all freshmen and 
sophomores, so to place upper-
classmen without first taking care 

of every underclassman makes little 
sense. After all, throwing a few more 

sophomores in Ivory Tower isn’t the worst op-
tion when compared to breaking city laws.

Metro considering cuts in service
The Washington Area Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority is considering 
making changes to Metrorail’s weekend 

schedules, and service could be 
altered for those commuting at 
night. Perhaps WMATA should 
consider implementing a peak 
fare increase, which would raise 

prices during rush hours, when 
riders tend to be less price-sensi-

tive. Increasing the fare for this peri-
od would have a mitigated impact while al-
leviating the budgetary shortfall the agency 
currently faces. 

Baseball hits its stride
After a big win against Richmond Sun-

day, GW’s baseball team currently sits in sec-
ond place in the Atlantic 10 league. 
Additionally, the team’s pitcher, 

Eric Cantrell, is considered one of 
the best pitchers in the A-10 this 
year, and fellow teammate Tom 
Zebroski is among the top 10 

for batting average leaders. These 
are all impressive accomplishments, and we 
are excited that the team has done this well 
throughout the season so far.

Departing Seniors
In an annual Hatchet tradition, we have 

started to print our departing seniors’ 30-
inch reflections of their time at the 

paper. With every issue, we say 
goodbye to more of our GW 
and Hatchet family. The feeling 
is palpable around campus as 

we move into the last few bitter-
sweet weeks of the school year, and 

prepare to watch our friends move 
on to the next phase of their lives. We know 
new GW students will soon be here, but we’ll 
miss you nonetheless.
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A bank and a sandwich 
shop have signed leases to be 
part of the retail space in the 
development at 2200 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. known as Square 
54.

NIH Federal Credit Union 
and eatery Devon & Blakely 
will join the building, Boston 
Properties Senior Project Man-
ager Jake Stroman said in an 
e-mail April 16. The bank has 
multiple branches, including 
one on Pennsylvania Avenue 
near campus.

The leases join a law firm 
and a “confidential tenant” 
in the mixed-use commercial 
and residential property, Stro-
man said.

“The remainder of the re-
tail space located in the project 
is currently under ‘letter of in-
tent’ and lease negotiations are 
ongoing,” Stroman added.

Devon & Blakely serves 
mainly soups, salads and 
sandwiches. In D.C., the chain 
currently has one location at 
15th and H streets NW, with 
more locations in New York 
City.

Spokespersons for the 
retail tenants could not be 
reached for comment. Stro-
man said Devon & Blakely’s 
lease was signed in October 
2009 and that NIH signed re-
cently, but he did not know the 
exact date.

In fall 2008, law firm 
Hunton & Williams was the 
first company announced as a 
leasee in the Square 54 devel-
opment.

The firm is leasing 190,000 
square feet of the 450,000 total 
square feet of commercial of-
fice space.

The grocery store planned 
to be in Square 54 still remains 
unknown. In February 2009, 
the Washington Business Jour-

nal reported that Giant Food 
Supermarkets was close to 
signing a lease with Boston 
Properties, the site's devel-
oper, but Stroman has not con-
firmed that information.

“Boston Properties is cur-
rently in lease negotiations 
with a grocery store,” Stro-
man said. “Unfortunately, 
until such time as the lease is 
signed, I cannot comment.” 
Square 54 has undergone 
dramatic changes during the 
spring semester.

The residential component 
has “topped out,” Stroman 
said, meaning construction 
has reached the top level of the 
building. Currently exterior 
bricks and windows are being 
installed on the property. Me-
chanical, electrical and plumb-
ing work continues across the 
property.

“This will likely be 
the same update for a few 
months,” Stroman said. u

Two tenants sign with Sq. 54Controversial practices 
mark student org elections

by shaNNoN o'reilly  
Hatchet Staff Writer

As executive board cam-
paign season winds down for 
many student organizations, 
some group members in 
multiple organizations have 
raised concerns over the poli-
cies established for student 
elections.    

The Student Activities 
Center allows every student 
organization to establish its 
own constitution and cam-
paign rules. With the freedom 
for students to maintain and 
manage their groups, this 
year’s election season led to 
disagreement between stu-
dents in some organizations 
about how to facilitate an 
election properly within their 
group.      

“Each organization sets 
their own election processes 
within their constitution,” 
Tim Miller, executive director 
of the Student Activities Cen-
ter, said in an e-mail. “The 
role of the Student Activities 
Center is to address concerns 
that are raised and ensure that 
the organization follows their 
constitution.”       

Although most student 
candidates interviewed cit-
ed similar campaign tactics 
such as Facebook groups and 
word-of-mouth, other ways 
of reaching voters were de-
bated among students.      

The College Republicans' 
particularly controversial 
campaign period was dis-
cussed extensively on The 
GW Patriot, a conservative 
blog, and resulted in the bar-
ring of one potential candi-
date, multiple CR members 
confirmed.      

“Our constitution states 
that, two weeks before the 
election, people aren’t al-
lowed to register for the CRs 
and be able to vote,” said 
Chris Oman, the group’s 
newly elected Political Affairs 
director for the 2010-2011 aca-
demic year. Oman said one 
person illegally registered po-
tential voters after the cut-off 
date in order to gain addition-
al votes. The Fair Elections 
Committee, a branch within 
the CRs made up of three e-
board members, had been 
established to monitor such 
disputes and subsequently 

prevented e-board candidate 
Alex Fitzsimmons from en-
tering the race. Fitzsimmons 
confirmed that he was never 
officially disqualified and he 
was only exploring the pos-
sibility of running when the 
FEC barred him from the 
race.

“This was one of the big-
gest years in terms of contro-
versy,” Oman said.

Jake Wolf, the CR presi-
dent-elect, said a new, clari-
fied constitution is one of his 
first initiatives in his new po-
sition.      

“Last week Tim Miller 
ordered us to change our con-
stitution. It’s way too broad. 
It doesn’t define a lot of terms 

– so that’s going to be one of 
our first orders of business,” 
Wolf said. “Multiple indi-
viduals went to [SAC] with 
complaints about how our 
elections were being run.”      

Kevin Doré, CR secretary-
elect, said the election process 
put some strain on the group 
as a whole.      

“It’s really kind of sad be-
cause everyone in the College 
Republicans is very close,” he 
said.       

The College Democrats 
have a voter registration pol-
icy similar to that of the Col-
lege Republicans, though the 
group didn’t face as contro-
versial an election season as 
its conservative counterpart.      

“Every year has a different 
feeling,” said Greta Twombly, 
current vice president of the 
CDs. “Some people have tak-
en a much more active role, 
and others take a more stan-
dard approach. It runs the 
gamut. It’s been controversial 
in other years, but this year 
was pretty uneventful.”      

Another student group 
that had election and vot-
ing disputes, as well as com-
plaints over the transparency 
of its constitution, was the 
Generic Theatre Company, a 
student theater group.      

“It was a highly contested 
race between two well-known 
members in the community,” 
said Samantha Dercher, a se-
nior in GTC.   

The group’s first vot-
ing method, which allowed 
members to vote online via 
surveymonkey.com, led to 
problems when voters dis-
covered they could choose a 
candidate more than once if 
they used different browsers. 
The group then required vot-
ers to register with an e-mail 
account, ensuring that their 
vote would get logged and 
that each voter only cast one 
ballot. 

Complaints among group 
members also developed 
when graduating seniors were 
told to abstain from voting.       

“They set up the e-mail 
account, but without letting 
seniors vote, who had already 
voted on the website,” Derch-
er said. “My personal concern 
was that I couldn’t find the 
group’s constitution any-
where online. It felt like there 
should have been a little more 
structure set up for this.”      

Like members of the CRs, 
Dercher said enforcing more 
transparency of each group’s 
constitution could help cam-
paigns run more smoothly 
and preserve the unity of the 
organization’s members.      

“It’s just that nobody saw 
it coming. We are a very close-
knit community,” Dercher 
said. “My one request would 
be that SAC makes sure what-
ever policies groups make are 
visible.”   

Miller said SAC has dealt 
with election and consti-
tutional issues in previous 
years. 

“We have had concerns 
raised to us through the years 
and we bring in both the 
person(s) raising the issue 
and the e-board and discuss 
the concerns and come to a 
resolution that ensures the 
group is following their con-
stitution and also being fair 
in their election processes,” 
Miller said. u

by Marielle MoNdoN  
Hatchet Staff Writer

"This was one of the  
biggest years in terms 

of controversy."
chris oman

College Republicans 
Political Affairs  
Director-elect
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This week in 
Gw hisTory:

8 years aGo...
The Office of the Registrar 
fires a student employee 
for changing grades.

15 years aGo...
Two men posing as undercover 
cops allegedly rob GW Deli for 
the second time in 10 days.

Miranda Green
Contributing Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com
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H
6 years aGo...
Columbian College 
budget cuts threaten the 
peace studies program.

A l w a y s  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . g w h a t c h e t . c o m

I love the idea of a do-over. 
On Microsoft Word, I’m addicted 
to the undo command. It boils 
down to this: There is something 
undeniably exciting about mess-
ing up so badly, yet still being 
able to go back and revise what 
you did.

In college, 
I’m equally 
smitten with 
all the proverbs 
students hear 
about “living in the moment” 
and the so-called “one-shot men-
tality.” But while these ideas 
have their merit, I cannot help 
but think the opportunity to redo 
some key moments would have 
drastically changed this year for 
many people, including me.

What if we could travel 
back to the time we “acciden-
tally” drunk dialed our ex just to 
say how much he or she really 
sucked? Or what about the time 
we charged our parents' credit 
cards for that VIP table service? 
That would be mighty nice. The 
more I think about it, I realize 
that after revisiting some of my 
memories from this past year, 
all I want to do is go back and 
redo.

Take the internship I had 
this fall at the Washington Post 
Express. There is nothing like 
the first time a young journalist 
gets published in a national pe-
riodical. Even though I got the 
smallest possible byline, the rush 
of having friends and colleagues 
recognize my work made all the 
late-night deadlines completely 
worth the effort. The time I spent 
with Fashion Washington – an-
other Post publication – running 
thousands of dollars worth of di-
amonds around to photo shoots, 
traipsing around Georgetown 

toting couture gowns and meet-
ing some cute students-turned-
models turned out to be like a 
real-life version of “The Devil 
Wears Prada.” But when I got 
back to my “real life” to make 
money at a non-governmental 

organization, I 
realized it paled 
in comparison 
to tromping 
around the D.C. 
fashion scene.

I would also like to hit redo 
on some of the decisions I made 
in my social life. As it turns out, 
D.C. is a much larger city than 
GW’s five-block span makes it 
appear. Looking back, I could 
have ventured out more, if only 
to have another chance at get-
ting lost in Adams Morgan, only 
to end up devouring the most 
delicious Ethiopian food of all 
time. Or I could have spent more 
time staying up all night and ab-
sorbing pearls of wisdom from 
some of the coolest seniors at 
GW – my teammates on the ulti-
mate frisbee team. And if I could 
hit the rewind button on my 
personal relationships, I would 
have stayed truer to the quirky, 
goofy person I am.

As the end of the year ap-
proaches, it seems like it’s hard to 
ignore my regrets. To be sure, for 
every experience I want to redo, 
there are several more I do want 
to leave behind forever, like all 
of those “I just walked in on my 
roommate – again” moments. Yet 
therein lies the essential paradox 
of the do-over: You can’t pick and 
choose certain moments to forget, 
sacrificing what you’ve learned 
from them. If you want to relive 
your semester, you have to relive 
everything that went on during it 
– the good and the bad. u

SLICE
of life

Hitting the redo 
button on this year

Ali Peters

Slice of Life Columnist

 Beyond the everyday degree

Landscape design, safety and secu-
rity leadership, and health care corpo-
rate compliance are not typical college 
majors. But by enrolling in graduate cer-
tificate programs like these, students can 
become experts in each field.

Requiring fewer credit hours than 
a master’s degree program would, the 
nearly 20 distinct certificate programs 
offered by the University are intended 
for students wanting to develop their 
knowledge about particular subjects 
without dedicating continuous years of 
study. Almost all programs hold classes 
at off-campus locations in Arlington and 
Alexandria, Va., with some as far away 
as Newport News and Loudoun, Va. 
According to Joachim Knop, director 
of GW’s Office of Institutional Research 
and Planning, this semester the Univer-
sity enrolled 1,192 students in graduate 
certificate programs.

The programs often draw students 
who wish to increase their knowledge of 
a subject they have already studied. That 
was the case for Yamini Damodaran, 22, 
a student in GW’s Computer Security 
and Information Assurance Certificate 
Program.

“I completed my bachelor’s in com-
puter engineering and I was not sure if I 
wanted to start my master’s in comput-
er science or finance,” Damodaran said. 
“I wanted something that would not be 
a repetition of computer engineering.”

Having the certificate, she said, 
would also help to open up more job 
opportunities.

“I took the program thinking that 
it would be a good investment based 
on time and also career perspectives. 
Career-wise I guess one of the hottest 
things in computer science is computer 
security right now. Everyone is looking 
for a way to secure their computers. It 
would be a good add-on to my current 
resume,” Damodaran said.

Others, such as Roman Vichr, 44, 
currently have jobs but have decided to 
pursue certificates to enhance their exist-
ing repertoires. Vichr, who is in the same 
program as Damodaran, earned his 
Ph.D. from the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Science but felt it was a good time to 

go back to school for this reason. 
“The program itself nicely aligned 

with my areas of interest and what I’m 
working on,” Vichr said. “I think it was 
the right time to look at it and see how I 
could improve my knowledge and also 
validate my knowledge.”

Another factor that appeals to stu-
dents seeking certificates is the ability 
to apply the credits earned through the 
program toward a master’s degree, ac-
cording to Assistant Vice President for 
Graduate and Special Enrollment Man-
agement Kristin Williams.

“A graduate certificate is not neces-
sarily completed in lieu of a master’s de-
gree,” Williams said in an e-mail. “Some 
students do feel that the experience and 
content provided by a graduate certifi-
cate is all they need to meet their person-
al and professional needs and thus go no 
further. But others enroll in a certificate 
program as a precursor to the master’s 
degree – to 'test the waters' before com-
mitting to a full degree program.” 

Taken as a whole, GW’s certificate 
programs are pedagogically diverse, 
ranging in subject matter from parale-
gal studies to sustainable landscapes. 
At the same time, they are tailored to 
specific professional interests. Accord-
ing to the Office of Institutional Re-

search and Planning, students at GW 
enrolled in such programs tend to be 
between 30 and 40 years of age. In 2009 
some of the top choices included home-
land security emergency preparedness 
and response, and professional teach-
ing standards.

Students have reported that the 
certificate programs have also been suc-
cessful in attracting the attention of po-
tential and current employers.

That was the case for Mary Gray, 
39, who cited her enrollment in GW’s 
Landscape Design Certificate Program 
as one of the reasons she received the 
opportunity to work for her current 
employer. 

“I actually just got a part-time job 
working for a designer downtown and 
I think that was definitely due to the 
training,” Gray said.

Damodaran, who decided to pursue 
a master’s degree in addition to a certifi-
cate, has also received similarly positive 
feedback from employers about having 
the extra credential.

“There are quite a few career fairs 
that I attended and many people were 
interested in my graduate certificate 
that I was pursuing,” Damodaran said. 
“Many said it would be a good addition 
to my master’s.” u

by MirAnDA Green
Contributing Life Editor

Ashley-lynn GolDsTein | hATcheT phoToGrApher
GW offers classes in four of its 19 certificate programs at the Graduate Education 
Center in Arlington, Va. This semester the programs attracted a total of 1,192 students.

Graduate certificate programs offer diverse curricula



The plaza behind 
Guthridge, South and 
Strong residence halls, ten-
tatively called Square 80 
plaza, should be mostly 
finished before final exams 
begin, a University official 
said. 

The green space will 
be 32,070 square feet, have 
twenty trees, a large cen-
tral lawn, multiple land-
scaped areas and seating 
for 15 to 20 people, said 
John Ralls, special adviser 
for community and out-
reach in the Office of the 
Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer.

“It is anticipated the 
project will be substantial-
ly complete before spring 
finals so significant noise 
activities will not occur,” 
Ralls said in response to 
student concern over con-
struction noise during final 
exams.

This Thursday, a recep-
tion with University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp will be 
held at the site to celebrate 
Earth Day and GW’s strides 
towards sustainability.  

University spokes-
woman Michelle Sherrard 
said the reception would 
be held at the unfinished 
site, with Knapp and Stu-
dent Association president 
Julie Bindelglass partici-
pating in a mulching cer-
emony. The two will be 
placing mulch, a material 
placed over soil to retain 

moisture, on the new trees.
“It is essentially kind 

of the first event that will 
be there,” Sherrard said, 
although “there’ll still be 
a hole that they have to fill 
[in the plaza.]”

The project began last 
October, but was delayed 
due to the unexpected win-
ter snowstorms, Ralls said.

Ralls said this project 
would improve the area, 
which was once used as a 
parking lot, both in appear-
ance and sustainability.

“The project will green 
the area, both by provid-
ing open green space and 
sustainable features,” Ralls 
said.

Ralls said the $70 mil-
lion budget for the con-
struction of South Hall also 
covered the green space 
construction costs.

In developing this area, 
Ralls said, GW plans to use 
environmentally friendly 
techniques to limit the 
amount of pollution and 
inefficiency. 

“The site will be plant-
ed with native and adapt-
ed plantings which require 
minimal watering, since 
they are acclimated to the 
local climate,” Ralls said.

The area will also use 
an elaborate system of wa-
ter collection by using cis-
terns to capture storm wa-
ter and runnels to channel 
it towards tree boxes. 

–Evan Koslof
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Students in Michael 
Freedman’s class don’t learn 
history from a textbook. They 
immerse themselves in history 
once a week at one of the Dis-
trict’s newest museums: the 
Newseum.  

Freedman is part of the 
Newseum’s Educational Ad-
visory Team, and when he 
learned he would be teaching 
Media History this semester, 
Freedman created a part-class-
room, part-lab course experi-
ence at the museum. 

The class meets once 
a week at the Newseum 
Wednesday afternoons. Freed-
man, who is the director of 
GW’s Global Media Institute, 

said the location provides him 
with a backdrop to conduct a 
course he hopes will enable 
students to succeed in the 
world of journalism.

“At best, some of our stu-
dents will become the leaders 
of the industry for tomorrow,” 
he said. “It’s not just impor-
tant, but imperative for the 
students to get to know how 
we got to where we are in or-
der to have a fundamental un-
derstanding of both the best 
parts of it and those elements 
that need to be reshaped.”

Students in the class said 
the exhibits at the Newseum 
supplement the course by 
adding a certain reality to the 
readings. 

Senior Conor McSweeney 
said the museum brings depth 
to class discussions, citing a 
recent class that took place in 
the Newseum’s 9/11 exhibit 
as an example.  

“Obviously it’s possible to 
teach a media history course 
at GW exclusively in the class-
room, but I think professor 

Freedman realizes that he’d be 
missing a huge opportunity if 
he did that,” McSweeney said 
in an e-mail. “His class is a 
perfect example of why I came 
to GW. It uses the resources of 
the city to make the learning 
experience more fun, more in-
teresting, and really unique to 
our school.”

Holding the lecture in the 
shadow of the antenna from 
the World Trade Center's north 
tower presents a dramatic and 
emotional experience, Mc-
Sweeney said.

During the lecture, stu-
dents heard from Gary Baum-
garten, a correspondent for 
CNN Radio, while examining 
national and global newspa-
per front pages from Sept. 11 
and 12. After watching the film 
“Running Toward Danger,” 
students spoke with the film’s 
producer, Kent Crawford, and 
the curator of the exhibit. 

Senior Julian Gompertz 
said the class session was one 
of the best moments of the se-
mester because of the powerful 

emotions the exhibit evoked.   
“Being a native New York-

er, that day takes on a different 
meaning for me than I believe 
it does for others. The oppor-
tunity to delve into that tragic 
day was extremely taxing, yet 
unbelievably rewarding for 
how well done that entire ex-
hibit is,” Gompertz said. “You 

could read about 9/11, yet 
here you see the tower which 
simply illustrates the real-
ism and significance of these 
events.”

In addition to the location, 
students said that Freedman's 
connections in the field of 
journalism provide opportu-
nities for them to learn from 

working professionals.
During one class session, 

students spoke via conference 
call with Laura King, a foreign 
correspondent who covers the 
war in Afghanistan for the Los 
Angeles Times, and with Rich-
ard Hottelet, who is the last 
living member of the original 
team of reporters assembled 
by Edward Murrow to cover 
World War II for CBS.   

The success of the course 
has Freedman and the Newse-
um working on a template for 
future courses modeled after 
this semester

“We talk about GW us-
ing all of Washington as its 
campus. I think our students 
really do that. Nobody has 
to push our students to go 
to the Newseum, or the U.S. 
Capitol, or the Archives, or get 
internships all over the city,” 
Freedman said. “With the ad-
vantage of time, you can dig 
deeper into everything that 
is here in Washington. That’s 
what we’re trying to do with 
this course.” u

by Kara duNford  
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Out-of-classroom 
course offers look at 
media history

olivia KruEgEr | hatchEt photographEr
Two students in Michael Freedman's Media History class look at the 
Pulitzer Prize photo exhibit in the Newseum last Wednesday.

SMPA class offers hands-on learning at the Newseum

GW hopes to boost 
number of students

The University is taking 
steps to increase the number 
of students allowed on the 
Mount Vernon campus, and 
could get approval from the 
D.C. Zoning Commission as 
soon as next Monday.

GW has submitted to the 
commission a revised pro-
posal of its population caps 
for the 2010 Mount Vernon 
Campus Plan, despite not 
satisfying all the condi-
tions requested by Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 
3D, a community group that 
oversees the area. 

GW’s existing proposal 
would allow 1,650 students 
to take classes on Mount 
Vernon and 1,050 students 
to live there. Currently, 
only 1,500 students can take 
classes there and 1,000 can 
live on the campus, said 
John Ralls, senior adviser 
for communications and 
outreach in the Office of the 
Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer.

For limits on campus en-
rollment, students are count-
ed two ways – by headcount 
and full-time equivalent 
status. Students included 
in the headcount are those 
who take any courses on the 
Mount Vernon campus, and 
FTE students are those who 
have a housing assignment 
on the campus or take all 
their classes there, accord-
ing to the campus plan. 

GW had originally 
hoped to increase the stu-
dent population on a head-
count basis by 15 percent 

to 1,725 students, and on 
an FTE basis by 10 percent 
to 1,100 students. But at its 
March meeting, ANC 3D 
asked that the increases be 
phased in, and the Univer-
sity responded by lowering 
the 2010 cap increases to 
1,650 and 1,050.

Still, the University’s 
proposal calls for the auto-
matic expansion of the popu-
lation caps to 1,725 students 
and 1,100 students after 
2015, and currently would 
not require GW to seek ap-
proval from the ANC at that 
time – something the neigh-
borhood group opposes.

ANC chair Elizabeth 
Sandza said earlier this 
month that the group wants 
“to be able to evaluate [the 
proposed increases] if there 
is a detrimental effect.” Se-
nior Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Operations Alicia 
O’Neil said at the ANC’s 
April meeting, however, 
that GW has shown the in-
crease “will not have an ob-
jectionable impact.”

Sandza said the ANC is 
now planning on writing a 
letter to the Office of Zon-
ing reflecting the commis-
sioners’ unanimous posi-
tion that GW should return 
in five years to discuss the 
proposed 2015 increases - 
each of which would boost 
caps by another 5 percent.

“The ANC feels strongly 
that the community should 
decide if the other 5 percent 
increases are necessary,” 
Sandza said.

If the Zoning Commis-
sion approves GW’s pro-
posal at its April 26 meet-
ing, the University will still 
have to wait about three 
months to receive its order 
of approval, Ralls said. The 
commission could request 
more information from GW, 
though, and further delay 
the decision. u

Approval could 
come as early as 
next week
by taNay tEwaNi  
Hatchet Reporter

guthridge plaza scheduled to be 
'substantially complete' by finals

MOUNT VERNON
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Thousands of tea party members 
and supporters gathered around the 
Washington Monument last Thurs-
day to protest big government and 
the American tax system.

FreedomWorks, a conservative 
nonprofit group chaired by former 
House Majority Leader Dick Armey, 
organized the tax day event, one of 
many rallies held throughout the day 
in D.C. and across the country.

Various speakers, such as mem-

bers of Congress and musicians – in-
cluding a Republican rapper named 
“Hi-Caliber” – participated in the 
evening rally that lasted until 10 
p.m.

Participants in the tea party rally 
on the National Mall said they had 
various reasons for coming to sup-
port the movement in D.C. Birch 
Swofford, a retiree from Athens, 
Tenn., attended the rally and held a 
“Don’t Tread on Me” flag along with 
a banner that detailed “President 
Obama’s Socialist Agenda.”

“We’re here to stop our children 
and grandchildren from being sad-
dled with debt,” Swofford said. “Not 
enough is being done by the govern-
ment to lower the national debt.”

Swofford said the president and 
members of Congress were at fault 
for the rising national debt.

“The federal government is not 

getting enough revenue to pay down 
the interest on the debt,” he added.

For many protesters, Obama, Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi were 
targets of frustration and anger. 

A chorus of boos was heard 
whenever their names were men-
tioned, and signs attacked their po-
litical views and personalities.

Dan Schlueter, a high school 
history teacher and a professional 
reenactor of historical events from 
southern Maryland, was dressed in 
Colonial-era clothing at the rally. He 
held a giant flag typical of 18th cen-
tury America.

“The government has no idea of 
what it was originally intended to do 
and is now very bloated and out of 
touch with the Constitution,” Schlu-
eter said.

He said he was “loosely affiliat-

ed” with the tea party, and like other 
protesters, has attended other tea 
party events in the past.

“It’s good to meet other patriots 
and dialogue with each other, and 
to do it peacefully is important too,” 
Schlueter said.

The rally ended peacefully, and 

though an exact count on the pro-
testers at the Washington Monument 
rally is unknown, FreedomWorks 
spokesman Brendan Steinhauser 
said the organization prepared for 
10,000 people.

“The country is coming to a tip-
ping point,” Steinhauser said. “Peo-
ple are furious at both parties. We’re 
building a non-partisan constituency 
that’s demanding fiscal responsibil-
ity… we promote cutting everything, 
and I mean everything, even the mil-
itary.”

A poll released by the New York 
Times and CBS Wednesday found 
that in general, “Tea Party support-
ers are wealthier and more well-ed-
ucated than the general public, and 
are no more or less afraid of falling 
into a lower socioeconomic class.” 

–Tamara El Waylly contributed to this 
report.

Tea party protesters rally against big government, taxes

“We’re here to stop our 
children and grandchildren 

from being saddled 
with debt."

birch swofford
Protester 

Members of Congress 
speak at demonstration 
on National Mall
by beN weiNberg  
Hatchet Reporter

spective, analysis and commu-
nication.  

The new GCRs also entail 
two new necessities. Students 
must fulfill an oral communi-
cation requirement through a 
WID, major course, or general 
education course, and will also 
take an analytic course that in-
cludes either a global or cross-
cultural perspective as well as 
one course that incorporates lo-
cal and civic engagement. 

In contrast, students no 
longer have to take foreign lan-

guage or foreign culture classes, 
though the oral communication 
requirement may be fulfilled in 
any language taught at the Uni-
versity.

Dean Peg Barratt said the 
vote in favor of the proposal was 
nearly unanimous, and the fac-
tors highlighted by the new cur-
riculum will help contribute to a 
quality liberal arts education. 

“Our emphasis has been 
on stressing the development 
of key analytic skills in our gen-
eral education courses with the 
expectation that students will 
be challenged and engaged by 
their coursework from the min-
ute they enter the University,” 
Barratt said. u 

from p. 1
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“I knew GW wasn’t going 
to be a typical college experi-
ence,” she said.

She also spoke about her 
experience last summer in 
Jordan as a Gamow Fellow 
and how it changed her. After 
graduating, Petkanas plans to 
spend two months in Muscat, 
Oman on a critical language 
scholarship from the U.S. State 
Department.

While Petkanas said she has 
not done much public speak-
ing, her experiences in theater 
have helped her develop strong 
nerves.

“The way I approached 
this speech is how I approach a 
monologue in a play,” she said. 
“I have to remember that I’m 

talking to people and trying to 
relate to people.”

The New York Times and 
the Washington Examiner have 
already interviewed Petkanas, 
asking how she will prepare to 
speak alongside national icon 
and first lady Michelle Obama.

“It’s a huge honor to be 
sharing the stage with her, I re-
ally admire her as the first lady,” 
Petkanas said. “It’s incredibly 
intimidating, but I’m also really 
excited.”

Petkanas feels that she has 
had a representative experience 
at GW, but has taken advantage 
of all the resources GW and D.C. 
have to offer, making her college 
experience unique as well.

“Our experiences at GW 
have been really unique and 
we should take that and under-
stand it, this perspective we’ve 
been able to cultivate from be-
ing GW.” u

from p. 1

sPeAKer

only sees a few cases of syph-
ilis each year. 

“It’s great we have so 
many students seeking help,” 
Goldenberg said, “We en-
courage testing; any student 
can come.” 

The GW student health 
insurance plan includes a 
once-a-year test for STIs, and 
students without the Univer-
sity’s insurance plan can still 
make an appointment to be 
tested during normal office 
hours. SHS offers free HIV/
AIDS testing, a $60 gonorrhea 
and chlamydia test, a $15 test 
for syphilis, and a $20 charge 
for herpes testing. There is 
also a $25 fee for the doctor 
visit.

Students concerned that 
their parents will find out 
about STI testing through in-
surance claims can opt to pay 
out of pocket, Goldenberg 
said. GWorld is also accepted, 
and is attributed to a nonspe-
cific SHS fee. 

Nationally, cases of chla-
mydia and syphilis have 
been on the rise, according to 
a 2008 report by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Each year, 19 million 
new cases of infections are 
reported, with almost half of 
those infected between the 
ages of 15 and 24, accord-
ing to the CDC report. That 
age range represents only 25 
percent of the sexually active 
population. u
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Lawrence said, however, he 
does not focus on the change 
in the school’s rank, adding 
that the rank of a law school 
is not the most important 
thing for students to con-
sider when deciding which 
school to attend.

“I think you don’t want 
to make much about rank-
ings,” Lawrence said. “What 
makes a school is not rank-
ings, but the quality of the 
rankings and the quality of 
students and faculty.”

Nick Rajabzadeh, a first-
year GW law student, said 
he is glad to see GW back in 
the top 20.

“I was very excited to 
see that GW jumped in the 
rankings,” Rajabzadeh said. 
“One of the reasons I origi-
nally chose to go to GW law 
was that it was so [highly] 
ranked. A lot of people were 
understandably ticked off 

when GW dropped sev-
eral places in the rankings 
within a month or so of ar-
riving here, and to be back 
in the top 20 is a pleasant 
surprise.”

Although third-year law 
student Ben Grillot said he 

did not attend GW because of 
its rank, he said he is glad the 
school is back in the top 20.

“We’re back where we 
should be,” Grillot said. “I 
think it was an arbitration.”

First-year law student 
Robert Platt said the change 
in rankings will help stu-
dents looking for jobs in ar-

eas far away from the East 
Coast.

“Everyone around here 
knows that GW is a great 
program – so going from 
28 to 20 won’t make a huge 
difference,” Platt said. “It 
really only matters if you 
want to get a job on the 
West Coast, or far outside 
the D.C. area.”

Other graduate schools 
in the University either kept 
their spot in the publica-
tion’s graduate school rank-
ings, or saw a slight jump.

The Graduate School of 
Education and Human De-
velopment jumped one spot 
to 31. GW’s graduate pro-
gram for political science 
kept its spot at 39, sharing 
the slot with Georgetown 
and Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. 

The School of Business 
kept its spot at No. 55. Last 
year, the school saw a sig-
nificant jump in the ranking 
from No. 67 to No. 55.
-Matt Rist contributed to this 

report.
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are the way to do so.”  
GW awards pay raises 

based on a merit system, re-
quiring faculty to complete 
annual reports based on 
performance, Lehman said. 
The heads of departments 
and deans then review the 
reports before they reach 

Lehman’s office. Key cat-
egories considered when 
evaluating merit raises in-
clude teaching, research 
and service. 

“The good news is The 
George Washington Univer-
sity can actually talk about 
merit pay increase,” Leh-
man said. “In the current 
economic situation, most 
schools cannot afford to do 
so.”

Professors in the Elliott 

School of International Af-
fairs received the highest 
average pay boost at 7.2 
percent, according to Uni-
versity data. Professors in 
the Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences received 
an average increase of 3.9 
percent, and the Graduate 
School of Education and 
Human Development saw 
an average increase of 2.9 
percent – the lowest jump of 
any University school. u

from p. 1
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"We're back where 
we should be"

ben grillot
GW Law Student
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There are many things you 
want to do with this space, 
these 30 inches you get as a 
graduating Hatchet staffer. It’s 
yours to use or misuse howev-
er you like. You can tell stories 
and make jokes. You can say 
goodbye. You can make them 
remember you.

And that’s what you want 
to do when you sit down to 
write it, once you get over the 
fact that you don’t want to 
write it at all, that you don’t 
want that finality. You want 
to write something great and 
transcendent, something that 
will resonate, something that 
will outlive your tenure and 
stay in the collective conscious-
ness after you graduate. You 
want to be remembered.

But then you realize you’re 
getting it all wrong. You do 
that a lot. You think about the 
photos pinned to the bulletin 
boards in The Hatchet’s town-
house, all those faces smiling 
and laughing and drinking 
margaritas, and how you don’t 
know a damn thing about 
them. You think about how 
soon Louis will take your spot, 
just as you took Alberg’s, who 
took Joanna’s, who took Jake’s, 
and so on, and that the year 
after that someone new will 
take his, and The Hatchet will 
roll on, strong as ever – a high 
here, a low there on a steady 
journey that began long before 
your byline was ever printed 
in its pages. The beauty is not 
in the individual. The beauty is 
in the institution.

So as you sit down to write 
your last piece, however im-

possible that may seem, you 
resign yourself to the fact 
that it will not be great, will 
not transcend, will not be re-
membered. Instead you take 
stock, run through three years 
you’ll never forget, and think 
about…

… everything Joanna did 
for you and how you owe her 

more than you’ll ever get a 
chance to repay. She took you 
under her wing when you 
were just a quiet sophomore 
with little clue and even less 
experience and showed you 
the ropes of this sportswrit-
ing thing and you wouldn’t be 
writing this without her.

… how funny it is to think 

you were ever wary of an un-
familiar editor named Alberg, 
and how funny he was in his 
own pun-derful right. That guy 
could write – still can, prob-
ably – and made you want to 
write too, but more important-
ly he became one of the best 
friends you made at this paper 
and someone with whom you 
hope to never lose touch.

… coming in around the 
same time as Byers and getting 
the good fortune of being able 
to succeed simply by following 
in the wake of his never-ending 
achievement. He spoiled you 
with the most trusting rela-
tionship anyone can ask from 
an editor and if anyone would 
gamble with you on future 
success, you’d bet your house 
on him.

… getting to know and be-
friend and goof around with 
Louis, watching him grow into 
his role and knowing you were 
leaving the keys to the section 
in great hands. You hope no 
one’s fooled by the goofy Cubs 
hat because that kid’s gonna be 
good.

… the endless teasing and 
sibling-like pestering with 
Scire, whose approval and re-
spect you always sought. She 
was almost as good at keeping 
you in check as she was at her 
job, which is saying a lot.

… how just when you’d 
be able to leave for the eve-
ning, you’d pop in to say bye 
to Rachel, Erica, and Connor 
in prodo and get caught up 
for another half hour talking 
Snuggies and Kobe and kit-
tens because everyone in that 
room was so much fun to be 
around.

… all those ed board meet-

ings with Justin, Lyndsey, Tim, 
and Hadas, and how even 
though you got distracted and 
free associated, they were all so 
bright and inspired and opin-
ionated that they cranked out 
one quality editorial after an-
other nonetheless.

… covering basketball 
games in 24 arenas in 11 states, 
the road trips you shared with 
the photogs – Auburn with El-
lis, cheesesteaks with Viktors, 
the Wilmington Walmart and 
Hooters with Anne – and how 
much you enjoyed just sitting 
in their corner of the office with 
them and Chris and Michelle.

… staying in the town-
house way too late, listening 
to Wallace and Anna watch 
Always Sunny and trying 
to seem cool by talking mu-
sic with them and Caroline. 
Sometimes you’d be there so 
late Nacin would come in and 
you’d try to talk hockey, too.

… the staffers that gradu-
ated before you did, how 
much you valued Jake and 
Roper’s sparse praise, hanging 
out with Abnos in the summer 
and how when you were hired 
as an editor in the middle of 
your junior year, the seniors 
on staff – Alexa, Diana, Nat, 
Pacitti, et. al – made you feel 
so warmly welcome within the 
editorial family.

… the staffers that will be 
there after you leave, how you 
got to see French and Cahn go 
from underclassmen to the pa-
per’s next generation of lead-
ers, and how you know some-
day you’ll remember they did 
a damn good job.

… all the student-athletes, 
coaches and administrators 
who let you try to tell their sto-

ries and how you couldn’t have 
written anything worth the ink 
without their help. You decide 
to put the veil of objectivity 
aside for once and let everyone 
know how many good and 
hard-working people make up 
this school’s athletic depart-
ment and teams, and you hope 
you were fair to them.

… how even though it 
seemed like The Hatchet took 
over your life, you were lucky 
enough to have an incredible 
group of people outside that 
townhouse – Joe, Kevin, Nik, 
Jon, Allie, and the rest of the 
gang – and how you will al-
ways love them for the garage, 
the birthdays, the Christmas 
parties, and everything in be-
tween.

… the invaluable support 
and encouragement you got 
from Mom, Dad, Jaime, and the 
rest of your family and friends 
back home and how you can-
not thank them enough – for 
this and for everything.

… the one image hanging 
of you in the office: a tracing 
Justin did of a photo of you 
and French earlier this year, 
and how should it survive just 
a few short years, some staffer 
will look at it and not know 
who it is. They won’t know 
anything you wrote, anything 
you did, how this newspaper 
was the best goddamn thing 
that could have happened 
to you and how you came to 
think of that townhouse like 
home and the people in it 
like family. They won’t care. 
They’ll be a whole new crop of 
talented people making mem-
ories of their own. No one will 
remember you. And that’s the 
beauty of it. -30-

Though my current post-
graduation plans do not in-
clude journalism, the idea of 
leaving this demanding and 
rapidly changing field really 
saddens me. I’m not ready to 
say goodbye to the camarade-
rie of the newsroom, the ex-
citement of breaking news, the 
pride after seeing classmates 
reading the paper in class, 
and definitely not the brilliant 
people crazy enough to pursue 
journalism. 

I feel so privileged to have 
been part of the amazing group 
that cranks out two papers, a 
handful of blog posts and a 
bunch of tweets every week. I 
have never met a more dedi-
cated and weird group of kids 
than The Hatchet staff. 

There isn’t anything else in 
my college experience that was 
worth missing more than a few 
Tuesday nights at McFadden’s 
and some Friday evenings at 
Nooshi due to editing. Col-
lege has been so unpredictable, 
but this year I knew I could 
count on The Hatchet publish-
ing Mondays and Thursdays, 
production Wednesdays and 
Sundays, editing Tuesdays and 
Fridays, oh, and some more ed-
iting on Saturday. 

I have been involved in 
lots of other campus activities 
throughout college, but with-
out a doubt this is the most 
passionate group of people I’ve 
ever met. The paper is coming 
out Monday and Thursday, 
and this staff makes sure it hap-
pens, every time. 

For most of my Hatchet 
experience as a writer, I was 
in awe of 2140 G St. and what 
went down inside was a mys-
tery to me. For some reason I 
always thought all of my edi-
tors were professional and seri-
ous. Now I know we must put 
up a good front for writers who 
occasionally visit the office 
because after spending a little 
more time here, you’ll see it’s a 
strange group.  

Depending on what mo-
ment you find us, we could be 
discussing legitimate produc-
tion questions and fact-check-
ing information in stories, or 
discussing totally politically 
incorrect story ideas for the 
April Fools issue and plotting 
the purchase of inappropriate 
Secret Santa gifts. 

We are each other’s best 
support system and worst crit-
ics. I’m certainly not the tough-
est editor or reporter on staff, 
but The Hatchet has helped 
me develop a thicker skin and 
more so than anywhere else I 

expect to hear the truth from 
the staff, particularly the news 
editors. No one sugarcoats 
anything, and if you’re look-
ing to be praised constantly for 
your writing, it doesn’t happen 
here.  

My Hatchet experience 
began during my April visit to 
campus as a high school senior 
when my overnight host took 
me to The Hatchet office. I was 
beyond impressed by the po-
lice radio in the newsroom. In 
reality there isn’t someone sit-
ting by the radio at every mo-
ment, as I thought then, but we 
still do a pretty good job on our 
breaking news. 

Early into freshman year 
I went to The Hatchet open 
house where I met Jess Calefati, 
who shortly after began call-
ing me to take stories. The first 
event I ever covered was Family 
Guy creator Seth MacFarlane’s 
visit to campus. The story that 
appeared in the paper looked 
absolutely nothing like what I 
turned in, but I was overjoyed 
to have my very own byline.  

I think the only reason I 
kept getting stories at first was 
that I kept saying yes, since 
many of my stories really didn’t 
look like mine at all after it 
went through the editor chain. 
I loved seeing my improved 
stories in the paper with my 

name on it. I especially loved 
it when people noticed. “Intel-
ligent students decrease” dur-
ing April visits my sophomore 
year was a real winner. 

What I loved as a writer 
and still love about journal-
ism is having experiences that 
I would have never had with-
out having to write a story on 
it. I’ve met Ralph Nader, Wolf 
Blitzer, Stephen Breyer, John 
Bolton because of The Hatchet, 
and interviewed lots of lesser-
known people with interesting 
stories to tell. 

I was a loyal writer for two 
and a half years, then did what 
many editors sacrificed in the 
name of Hatchet devotion and 
studied abroad in Spain. I inter-
viewed for an editor position 
over Skype with Byers. Sud-
denly I was back in D.C. hav-
ing not written many English 
words at all for a semester, but I 
quickly learned there was little 
to no catch-up time and we hit 
the ground running. 

After this year, it’s hard to 
imagine my life without Hatch-
et responsibilities. I’m sure I’ll 
find new ways to fill my new 
free time during the last few 
weeks of senior year, but I’m 
certain I’m going to miss all 
those hours of “Hatcheting.” 

To my writers, thank you 
for when you sent your sto-

ries in on time and when you 
went above and beyond what 
I asked. It’s been so rewarding 
and fun to see you all develop 
and improve. 

To the news staff, 
Byers: Your dedication to 

the details and quality of jour-
nalism make this paper what it 
is. Thanks for making sure we 
always hold ourselves to a high 
standard. 

Scire: You’re one of the 
smartest and wittiest people 
I’ve ever met. I wouldn’t have 
made it this year without you.

Cahn: Though I have a 
year in life on you, you have 

immeasurable journalistic in-
stinct on me. Thanks for your 
guidance and tolerance of my 
stupid questions. – Penis 

French: You’ll own it next 
year. Good luck! I’ll be reading. 

Hadas: Fellow senior, good 
luck in the real world. I’m sure 
you’ll be as good as Tina Brown 
but probably better. 

Amy: Without a doubt, 
you’re one of the most depend-
able people on staff. You work 
so hard and it should be recog-
nized more.  

Goodbye Hatchet, I wish 
you all many more issues wor-
thy of Golden Hatchets. -30-

What I'll remember, or the beauty of being forgotten
by Dan greene
Sports Editor

Looking back with a smile: My time at The Hatchet 
by amanDa Dick
Campus News Editor

You know me by my voice. 
‘For the Hatchet, I’m Amanda 
Lindner.’ That’s my sig-out, 
as it’s called in the broadcast 
world. If you’ve ever heard it, 
thank you, thank you, thank 
you for listening and watch-
ing. I hope I’ve been able to 
entertain you, make you think 
and make you learn.

I’m here at The Hatchet be-
cause I was a traitor. I ditched 
The Daily Colonial for The 
Hatchet my junior year. I joined 
the dark side and I secretly 
loved every minute of it.

It was Nacin, our Web mas-
ter who did most of the con-
vincing and Byers, who was 
the metro news editor at the 
time, stepped in to make the 
final push. It was a ‘you like 
me, you really like me?’ kind 
of moment and their argu-
ments persuaded me. They’re 
not so intimidating these days, 
and I can finally thank them 
for being the reason I stay up 
way too late on Sunday and 
Wednesday nights capturing 
tape, cutting audio and listen-
ing to Scire’s Glee soundtrack 
play in the background. Thank 
you for seeing something in me 
and being incredible people to 
work with.

Nacin, I can’t thank you 
enough for doing whatever it 
is you do to get the paper and 
multimedia up on the Web. I 
still can’t figure out when you 
sleep, if you sleep.

Byers, I remember when 
you first asked me to come 
on as Web editor. I asked you 
what exactly my job would be 
and you responded, “That’s a 
good question,” which really 

means, ‘Hold on, I’m think-
ing.’ We’re in a time when we 
aren’t quite sure where the In-
ternet will lead newspapers; all 
we can guess is that it will lead 
newspapers. I want to thank 
you for allowing me to experi-
ment in my job, take on multi-
media projects and not laugh-
ing at all of my outtakes when 
you hear me recording in your 
office. How you juggle every-
thing, while remaining cool, 
calm and collected is beyond 
me. Thank you for continuing 
the quality of work expected 
from the Hatchet and being the 
best boss I’ve ever had.

The first day we all as-
sumed our new editor posi-
tions was the same day news 
of swine flu broke in the Dis-
trict, and sure enough, it was 
two GW students. Everyone 
was working his or her butts 
off to get the story going.

Cahn, you were at Mayor 
Fenty’s press conference with 
the flip cam, getting everything 
on tape and keeping us back in 
the office updated so we could 
get the breaking news out. 
You’re always there, always 
ready and always thinking like 
a journalist. When snowmaged-
don hit, you were the one out 
there trekking through the 
snow with me. Thank you for 
always keeping the Web in 
mind and always volunteering 
to help. You’re going to be an 
incredible leader next year and 
I hope future Hatchet kids will 
be inspired by your drive and 
determination.

One of our pieces I will 
always be proud of is our reli-
gion series. It was no easy task 
to follow around four students 
for three weeks, trying to por-
tray the balance of college life 

and worship-showing them in 
their most spiritually intimate 
moments and then asking to 
join them for happy hour. Ten 
tapes later, the project was fi-
nally done. If it weren’t for 
you, Lauren, Michelle and 
Chris, this piece would have 
been nothing.

Lauren, your vision and 
managerial skills are incred-
ible. When the audio slide-
shows and videos were finally 
done at 5 a.m., you were there.  
You never accept anything less 
than the best. Thank you for 
always putting in 100 percent 
and being a great journalist. 
You’re going to make a great 
editor in chief.

Michelle, whenever I’m on 
a shoot, it’s you who’s there, 
snapping away. I love when 
we’re covering a story together 
because you question things 
I haven’t even thought of or 
see something my eye didn’t 
catch. I love how you worry 
about the sound of your cam-
era clicking because you’re 

afraid it’ll mess up my audio. 
You’re always thinking of oth-
ers and you never fail to get 
the perfect shot to capture the 
moment. Photo is in very good 
hands next year.

Our photo team stresses 
the fact that they aren’t just 
photographers, but photo-
journalists. Viktors, Chris and 
Michelle, you all embody that 
role completely. You are visual 
journalists, as well as geniuses. 
Articles can teach, entertain 
and illuminate the mind, but it 
is the photos that stick in peo-
ple’s heads. Readers probably 
won’t remember a quote, a sta-
tistic or a name, but they will 
remember your picture. Thank 
you for always making them 
memorable and being the best 
photojournalists you can be.

Viktors, thanks for always 
fixing my computer problems, 
and I often look forward to 
seeing if you or Chris will win 
the couch for production night 
naptimes. Chris, thanks for all 
your talks about how esoteric, 

philosophical, mystical, con-
textualized, mediated, or arbi-
trary something or someone is 
at some time. They actually do 
make me think and it has been 
great getting to know you this 
year.

I got to do something this 
semester that had absolutely 
nothing to do with The Hatch-
et – well at least until our bus 
driver was arrested – but it 
gave me the opportunity to 
spend time with some of the 
best people at the paper. I went 
on an alternative spring break 
to New Orleans and I was 
lucky enough to have Justin, 
Tim, Lyndsey and Matt along 
with me.

Tim, what’s your secret? 
How do you do everything 
and do it so well? All you 
have accomplished amazes 
me. Thanks for being our best 
motivator and helping to make 
The Hatchet a family. Also, 
thank you for wah.

Lyndsey, you’re one of the 
sweetest people I know. It’s al-
ways a happy surprise when 
someone as nice as you can 
write such clever and effective 
opinion pieces. I’m excited to 
see you lead the section next 
year; I know it’s going to be 
great.

Matt, I only wish we could 
have worked together more 
this year. Besides always hav-
ing a good time together, you 
really are a great journalist. 
You’re not afraid to ask a hard 
question, or lie in the middle 
of a sidewalk wearing a snug-
gie. I have no doubt you’ll be 
as good of an editor as you are 
a reporter.

Justin, I can’t think of any-
one I would rather spend 48 
hours on a bus with, hammer 

a jack-king with or share mu-
sic with. It was great getting to 
know you outside of the office. 
When’s our next trip? Sitting 
in on editorial board meet-
ing with you makes war look 
tame. The strength in your be-
liefs and your overall attitude 
to do what’s best for others, is 
something I truly admire.

Someone who knew me 
long before I joined The Hatch-
et is Marcia Newbert, our social 
networking guru. Marcia, you 
came on board and grabbed 
the bull by the horns, posting 
and tweeting away. It’s a little 
selfish, but I’m really glad you 
joined the staff, because it gave 
me the opportunity to work 
with one of my best friends. 
Now I get the chance to put 
in words how much I appre-
ciate your friendship. Thank 
you for always being my sup-
port system here at college. If 
it weren’t for you and Kadie, 
my college years would have 
been pretty gray. We’ve really 
grown up together over the 
past few years. I don’t know 
where we’ll be in ten years, 
but whatever the future holds, 
I know we’ll be making each 
other laugh and smile as we 
always have.

To all the graduates, espe-
cially our Hatchet seniors, I’m 
so excited for us to be taking 
the next step in our lives and 
I can’t wait to toss my cap in 
the air with you come May 16. 
To the next Hatchet genera-
tion, listen, report and be the 
best damn journalists you can 
be. Gabe, you’re going to rock 
multimedia.

Thank you for watch-
ing, thank you for listening. 
For the Hatchet, I'm Amanda 
Lindner. -30- 

The final sign-off: Playing back my years at 2140 G
by amanDa LinDner
Web Editor

anne wernikoff | hatchet photographer
Dan Greene will remember his post-game chats, like this one with Karl 
Hobbs, and hopes no one remembers his stuttering, circular questions.

micheLLe rattinger | assistant photo eDitor
After countless late nights editing, annoying phone calls to sources, 
and juvenile jokes about her last name, Amanda Dick is still smiling.

micheLLe rattinger | assistant photo eDitor
Amanda Lindner has enjoyed each of the interviews she's  
conducted – even the ones with those who don't talk much.



Jobs

 
Cashiers needed. Reastau-
rant at Dupont Circle area. 
Part time, full time, spring, 
summer.Call Greg at 
202-609-8326

NVA family seeks student/
educator to shadow and 
work with 3-year-old boy 
with speech delays.  PT/FT 
summer and year positions 
available.  
mygirlgr8@yahoo.com

Earn $1000-$3200 a month 
to drive our brand new cars 
with ads placed on them. 
www.YouDriveAds.com

housing

1 BR at Bonwit Plaza 1 
blk GWU/Metro. Avail fm 
8/16/2010. Rent $1750 pm 
Suitable for (2) persons. 
Call Mary 201-222-9161 or 
e-mail 
pirouzusa@aol.com

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 Sank, as a putt
6 What bird wings

do
10 Usually deleted

e-mail
14 Item stuffed with

pimento
15 Suffix with zillion
16 Living ___ (what

an employer is
asked to pay)

17 Two steeds?
19 ∏r2, for a circle
20 Somewhat
21 One signing with

a landlord
23 Groove
24 Industrialist J.

Paul ___
25 Pants ending

just below the
knees

29 Small whiskey
glass

32 Hang around for
33 $$$
34 Boat propeller

37 “Cheers” barfly
38 Isolated hill
39 “___ cow!”
40 In the style of
41 Hearty

enjoyment
42 Small error
43 Poor, depressed

neighborhood
45 Rodeo ropes
46 Hank whose

home-run record
was surpassed
by Barry Bonds

48 ___ de toilette
49 Intelligence
51 Move to another

country
56 Cuts off, as

branches
57 Two water

slides?
59 Dull hurt
60 Bug-eyed
61 Sewing machine

inventor Howe
62 Like a buttinsky

63 Deep-six
64 Harking back to

an earlier style

Down
1 Arizona tribe
2 “The Good

Earth” heroine
3 Italian currency

before the euro
4 Actresses

Mendes and
Longoria

5 Point off, as for
bad behavior

6 In legend he
sold his soul to
the devil

7 Queue
8 The “A” in

MoMA
9 Cockroach or

termite
10 Al Jolson classic
11 Two scout

groups?
12 Playerʼs rep
13 Full of substance
18 Cross to bear
22 Like omelets
25 Biblical water-to-

wine site
26 Missing roll call,

say
27 Two charts?
28 Saltʼs place on a

margarita glass
29 Word-guessing

game
30 Wild about
31 “Wow, I didnʼt

know that!”
33 Event not to be

missed

35 “Not to mention
…”

36 Dark loaves
38 “However …”
39 Is afflicted with
41 Mannerly guy
42 Lopsided win, in

slang
44 Rocking toy, in

tot-speak

45 Of the flock
46 Lion in “The

Chronicles of
Narnia”

47 Oil company
acquired by BP

48 Online
publications,
briefly

50 Small argument

51 Greek Cupid
52 Govern
53 Going ___ tooth

and nail
54 Go like hell
55 Old U.S. gas

brand
58 “Fourscore and

seven years ___
…”

Puzzle by Fred Piscop

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
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nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
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Across

1 Eat up
6 Partied hearty
15 Heroine of

Exmoor
16 Course in

Russian
geography?

17 Their points are
made bluntly

18 Something
passed without
hesitation

19 Topic of TVʼs
“This Old House”

21 Royal Crown,
once

22 Slow to mix, say
23 Material for

many electric
guitar bodies

25 Peakʼs
counterpart

27 Attachment used
with care?

29 Dedicated
literature

31 Sets off

35 ___ before
37 One starting

easily?
39 Cry of

anticipation
40 Moral obligation
41 Dominican

capital
42 Gets under

someoneʼs skin?
44 Old imperator
45 Verenigde ___

(America, in
Amsterdam)

46 Metropolitan
hangover?

48 Indiansʼ home,
for short

49 Razor brand
word

51 He introduced
the symbol “e”
for natural logs

53 “The Vengeance
of ___” (1968
film sequel)

56 Opposite of very

58 One suspended
for a game

61 Worked together
64 First name in rap
65 Debate
66 Was snail-like
67 Hoax
68 “___ trouble!”

Down
1 Schwalm-___

(German district)
2 “Ixnay”
3 Fighter in old

strips
4 Magic center,

once
5 Admission

statement
6 Word from one

who isnʼt
following

7 “East of Eden”
son

8 In no way new
9 Its letters may

be bolted down
10 Like much filet

mignon
11 Fried
12 Roles on

“Evening Shade”
and “Nip/Tuck”

13 Meyers of
“Saturday Night
Live”

14 Its ruins are a
Unesco World
Heritage Site

20 Fans sporting a
footwear logo

24 Make a
comeback

26 Yom Kippur War
participant

27 Pays
28 Show respect, in

a way
30 They might span

generations
32 Tool often used

while wearing
gloves

33 Like some
cavities

34 Chain link?
36 Country singer

Akins
38 Rum, to some
43 Wool cover-ups
47 Bug
50 Do intaglio, e.g.
52 Harden: Var.
53 It takes folks in
54 Wedding ring?

55 Mech. master
57 Wedding

couple?
59 Something to get

caught on
60 Play set
62 Make a case

against?
63 2000 Richard

Gere title role

Puzzle by Tim Croce
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Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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The circled letters, when rearranged, spell PLEASE.
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www.gwmarketplace.com (202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079        Fax: (202) 994-1309
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GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.  

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW 
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Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per 
word beyond that.

All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the 
internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our 
office.  An extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and 
Discover, as well as cash and check through our office.
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Sports

Number cruNch
The number of run-
ners that have run 
the 10-kilometer 
race faster than se-
nior Megan Hogan 
has this year. Hogan 

came in fifth at the Stanford Invita-
tional March 26.

4

April 19, 2010  w  Page 12

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com H

Louis Nelson
Contributing Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com
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A l w a y s  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . g w h a t c h e t . c o m

After entering the Atlantic 
10 tournament on a three-match 
winning streak, the top-seed-
ed GW men's tennis team fell 
4-3 to Xavier in the champion-
ship match, marking the third-
straight year they entered the 
tournament as the top seed 
and failed to earn an automatic 
berth to the NCAA Men’s Ten-
nis Championship.

The Colonials reached the 
championship round by beating 
Richmond 4-1 Friday and Tem-
ple 4-1 Saturday, where they 
met Xavier.

GW opened Saturday's 
championship match against 
the two-time defending cham-
pions with a doubles win from 
juniors Chris Kushma and Erik 
Hannah, but dropped the other 
two doubles matches to lose the 
lone doubles point.

GW and Xavier split the 

remaining six singles matches. 
Hannah, Kushma and sopho-
more Ugur Atalay won for the 
Colonials, with Kushma ex-
tending his win streak to nine-
straight matches. Sophomores 
Andy Erickson, Richard Blu-
menfeld and junior Yan Levins-
ki were defeated by Xavier in 
the singles matches. Levinski, 
who played at No. 4 singles, 
forced a third set in his sin-
gles match, ultimately falling 
to Xavier ’s Bobby Deye in the 

match that decided the champi-
onship.

"Everybody left everything 
on the court and we came so 
close to winning," Kushma 
said. "I am very proud of ev-
eryone and we'll just have to 
wait to next year to achieve our 
goal."

Despite the loss, the Colo-
nials’ season is not over. GW 
will face UMBC in a resched-
uled match April 24th at 2 p.m. 
in Baltimore, Md. u

Jackie Robinson Society honors two
basebaLL takes two of three

The GW baseball team snapped 
out of its funk this weekend, win-
ning the first and third games of a 
three-game series at Richmond to 
remain in second place in the At-
lantic 10.

The Colonials (19-17, 9-3 A-10) 
won the series’ first game 11-8 af-
ter senior Tom Zebroski broke an 
eighth-inning tie with an RBI single 
and redshirt senior Chris Luick 
belted a grand slam later that same 
inning.

Game two saw GW score four 
runs in the ninth inning, including 
home runs by seniors Curtis Eward 
and Chris Holland, but come up 
one run short and lose 7-6.

Senior pitcher Eric Cantrell set 
the tone in Sunday’s series finale, 
allowing three runs and striking 
out 10 hitters in eight innings of 
work in what ended up as an 11-5 
win. The Colonials recorded 19 hits 
in the game, with sophomore Ste-
phen Oswald going 4-for-4 and 
driving in two runs and classmate 
Ryan Thomas recording three hits 
and also driving in two runs. Five 
other GW players got two hits in 
the game.

The Colonials will play at UMBC 
in a nonconference game Wednes-
day before hosting first-place 
Charlotte Friday through Sunday 
at Barcroft Park in Arlington, Va.

GW’s Jackie Robinson Society 
commemorated the 63rd anniver-
sary of Robinson’s debut as the 
first ever African American player 
in Major League Baseball Thurs-
day, handing out awards as part 
of a ceremony in the Jack Morton 
Auditorium.

The awards, which are handed 
out to recognize contributions to 
the D.C. area in the tradition of 
Jackie Robinson, were given this 
year to Washington Post columnist 
Eugene Robinson and former Los 
Angeles Dodger Maury Wills, al-
though only Eugene Robinson was 
able to attend the ceremony. Recip-
ients are nominated by members 
of the Jackie Robinson Society, and 
are chosen by faculty adviser pro-
fessor Richard Zamoff along with 
the president of the society.

Wills, who could not travel 
due to health problems and was 
represented at the ceremony by 
his brother Donald Wills, is a Dis-
trict native who won the National 
League Most Valuable Player 
award in 1962, when he stole 102 
bases. Maury Wills was also the 
captain of the 1962 and 1965 World 
Series champion Dodger squads. 
He attended Cardozo High School 
in the District, where the baseball 
field now bears his name.

“I didn’t know Maury had so 
many accomplishments,” joked 
Donald Wills after hearing his 
brother’s accomplishments listed 
at the event, adding, “Maury will 
cherish this along with his other 
momentos.”

Eugene Robinson, who is not 
related to the ceremony’s name-
sake, won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize 
for Commentary for his coverage 
of the 2008 presidential election. He 
appears frequently on MSNBC as a 
political analyst, mostly on Count-
down with Keith Olbermann, The 
Rachel Maddow Show and Hard-
ball with Chris Matthews, in ad-
dition to writing his syndicated 
column.

“I am so honored to receive 
this award,” Eugene Robinson 
said. “He taught so many… how to 
be the first. It is not an easy thing to 
be, but it is possible because Jackie 
Robinson was the first first.”

Also featured in the ceremony 
was a lecture from Stanford profes-
sor Arnold Rampersad, Jackie Rob-
inson’s official biographer. Ramp-
ersad’s lecture was the first ever 

Ronald Gabriel Memorial Lecture, 
given in honor of Brooklyn Dodg-
er fan club founder Ron Gabriel. 
Gabriel was also recognized by 
Zamoff as being “instrumental in 
helping GW form the Jackie Rob-
inson Society.”

“He was determined to change 
his community, culture [and] na-
tion,” Rampersad said of Jackie 
Robinson during the lecture.

Rampersad also added that 
Jackie Robinson taught Americans 
an important lesson, saying, “Life 
is not a spectator sport.”

Also among Thursday night’s 
honorees was GW senior pitcher 
Bobby Lucas, who was this year’s 
recipient of the award given an-
nually to the GW baseball player 
who best represents the spirit of 
Jackie Robinson. Lucas, who took 
Zamoff’s class on Jackie Robinson 
as a freshman, said he was “hum-
bled” to be receiving the award as 
a senior.

Not participating in the cer-

emonies was Jackie Robinson’s 
widow, Rachel Robinson, who 
was in New York Thursday night 
as part of a pre-game ceremony at 
Yankee Stadium to commemorate 
her late husband’s anniversary. 
Rachel Robinson did send a note 
expressing her gratitude for the 
event and her disappointment at 
not being able to attend.

Ultimately though, Zamoff 
said the event lived up to the Jackie 
Robinson Society’s goals.

The purpose of the Jackie 
Robinson Society is to, “celebrate 
his life and legacy, but [also] 
perpetuate it,” Zamoff said. “He 
was a symbol of courage, sym-
bol of change and a catalyst for 
change.” u

marIe mcGrory | hatchet photoGrapher
 Stanford professor Arnold Rampersad delivered the first ever Ronald Gabriel Me-
morial Lecture Thursday as part of the Jackie Robinson Society's annual celebration.

by katIe stoLer  
Hatchet Reporter 

Men's tennis falls in A-10 championship
by eLIzabeth trayNor  
Hatchet Staff Writer 

"He was a symbol of 
courage, symbol of 

change and a catalyst 
for change."

RichaRd zamoff
GW Professor
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