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SPORTS NEWS

Sophomore Taylor Hubbard’s 
death this May after falling from 
a window in Guthridge Hall was 
caused by multiple blunt impact 
injuries, according to the D.C. 
Medical Examiner’s office.

Beverly Fields, a spokeswom-
an for the D.C. Medical Examiner, 
said although the cause of death 
was determined, the medical ex-
aminer was unable to determine 
the manner of death, or what lead 
to Hubbard’s fall from the GW 
residence hall. Fields added that 
she could not release any informa-
tion about Hubbard’s blood alco-
hol content the night of his fall, 
or any further details about the 
death. It is unknown if Hubbard 

was drinking the night he died.
Kurt Nolte, the executive vice 

president for the National Associ-
ation of Medical Examiners, said a 
manner of death will be classified 
as undetermined when an ME can-
not “distinguish with confidence” 
the circumstances surrounding 
an unnatural death. Unnatural 
deaths, Nolte said, include homi-
cides, suicides and accidents.

The D.C. medical examiner 
likely ruled the fall as undeter-
mined due to the lack of known 
information on whether Hubbard 
"jumped, slipped or was pushed" 
from the window, Nolte said, add-
ing that the report the medical ex-
aminer received probably “lacks 
enough information to confidently 

Nearly 3,000 students have al-
ready submitted applications for 
the GW Class of 2015, echoing a na-
tionwide trend of increasingly early 
submissions for students eager to 
get a leg up in the exceedingly com-
petitive college admissions cycle, a 
senior administrator in the Office 
of Undergraduate Admissions con-
firmed last week.

GW’s Early Decision application 
is still two months off, but some stu-
dents submitted applications within 
hours of the Common Application’s 
2010-2011 launch on Aug. 1, Execu-
tive Dean for Undergraduate Ad-
missions Kathryn Napper said. She 
added, however, that many of the 
applicants have yet to send in the 
supplementary materials required 
by the admissions process. Appli-
cants to GW have until Nov. 2 to 
apply Early Decision I and until Jan. 
10 to apply for Early Decision II and 
regular decision. 

“I know we have received at least 
2,500, maybe around 3,000,” said 
Knapper. “Almost every single one 
of the applications that have been 
submitted are not completed. They 
still need to submit transcripts and 

supplements before their application 
is complete.”

According to a recent report in 
The New York Times, more students 
are submitting their applications ear-
lier than in years past, a trend that 
alarms university officials and col-
lege admissions counselors across 
the country. 

Boston University spokesman 
Colin Riley could not provide the 
current number of applications re-
ceived from prospective students for 
their Class of 2015, but said his uni-
versity encourages students to spend 
time on their applications and apply 

GW released the long-awaited 
cost estimate for the Science and En-
gineering Complex Monday. At $275 
million, the building is the most ex-
pensive in University history.

For the complex to become a reali-
ty, the Board of Trustees must approve 
the budget and plans at its meeting 
in October. This vote will not only 
decide the future of the building, but 
will effectively determine if GW goes 
forward with plans to be a major re-
search university – a long-stated goal 
of President Steven Knapp. 

The Science and Engineering 
Complex – a project that was in the 
works before Knapp’s tenure began in 
2007 – is expected to improve research 
by providing a physical space the Uni-
versity hopes will be used for innova-
tive studies. Knapp has said in the past 
he hopes the building will help foster 
a culture of research at GW. 

Improving the University’s re-
search status has been one of Knapp’s 
focuses since he came to GW from 
Johns Hopkins University, one of the 

country’s premier research institu-
tions. Knapp appointed Dr. Leo Chal-
upa to the then-newly created position 
of vice president for research in 2009 
in order to push the University presi-
dent's goal forward. 

The preliminary cost estimate was 
based on information provided from 
Ballinger Company, Hickok Cole, 
Clark Construction and Boston Prop-
erties – the four companies involved 

with managing, contracting and de-
signing different phases of the project 
– a news release said.

This estimate is on par with the 
first cost estimate presented by the 
Faculty Senate in 2008. That report 
said the center could cost between 
$180 million and $270 million without 
equipment. University spokeswoman 

A communIty mourns

chrIs gregory | senIor stAff photogrApher
Left and bottom: Students release balloons filled with sentimental messages directed to Taylor Hubbard during a memorial service in Kogan Plaza Wednesday. Top: Students mourn the loss of Hubbard, a SEAS student.

by LAuren french
Editor in Chief

Friends of Taylor Hubbard – the 
GW sophomore who passed away 
in May – gathered in Kogan Plaza 
Wednesday evening to mourn the 
student they described as incredibly 
cheerful, good-natured and always 
willing to help someone out.

University officials joined about 50 
of Hubbard’s friends and classmates 
who held white balloons throughout 
the vigil with messages to Hubbard. 
The balloons were released at the end of 
the service after a moment of silence. 

Dan Kane – a junior,  friend of Hub-
bard's and one of the memorial’s orga-
nizers – opened the service by saying 
that Hubbard’s death really hit home 
for him when classes started Monday 
and Hubbard’s name was missing 
from one of his class's roster.

“Ever since our freshman year, 
Taylor’s name was right before mine, 

and to not hear it made his death seem 
real again,” Kane said. “For the past 
few months it felt as if he, like all of us, 
went home for the summer and would 
be back.”

Junior Dave Perry shared several 
stories about Hubbard, including a 
time during their freshman year when 
Hubbard tried to come up with a nick-
name for Perry. Hubbard had called 
Perry “dude bro,” because he said he 
couldn’t decide whether to call him 
“dude” or “bro.” When Hubbard tried 
to use the same nickname the next day, 
his words got jumbled and he called 
Perry “brooder” instead – a name that 
stuck for Hubbard among his friends.

“We all called him Brooder. Brood-
er is how we knew him,” Perry said.

Junior Kelli Noel remembered her 
friend who had an infectious personal-
ity and smile. She read a letter to the 
crowd, mentioning how hard the first 
week of classes was, now that Hub-
bard didn't greet her with a hug in 

class every morning. Noel said she and 
Hubbard were friends since the School 
of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
retreat freshman year. Despite the rain 
that plagued the trip, Noel said Hub-
bard made the days memorable for all 
involved. Many of the speakers men-
tioned Hubbard's enthusiasm during 
that retreat as a favorite memory of 
their friendship with Hubbard.

Junior Nicole Mann, who lived 
next door to Hubbard last year, said 
Hubbard once heard her playing Back-
street Boys music in her room and 
came in and joined her to dance to it. 
He showed her his prized speaker sys-
tem, and they devised a plan to blast 
music from the speakers at 4 a.m. to 
startle her roommate, something that 
never came to fruition.

Josh, a fellow engineering student, 
said Hubbard became like a brother to 
him in the two years they had known 

Medical Examiner: Manner 
undetermined in Hubbard's death

University gathers to remember Hubbard
by mAdeLeIne morgenstern
Campus News Editor

mIcheLLe rAttInger | photo edItor
Architects display the interior layout of the proposed Science and Engineering 
Complex before University officials at a Faculty Senate meeting in March.

University: SEC to cost $275 million

by mAdeLeIne morgenstern
Campus News Editor

Thousands submit 
GW applications early
by Becky reeVes
Hatchet Staff Writer

"Parents are pushing it, 
'well, just send in your 
application already,' 

thinking admissions will 
give them a better look."

Bev taylor
Director, Ivy Watch

Science complex to 
provide physical 
space for research

See VIGIL: Page 8
See HUBBARD: Page 9

See APPLICATIONS: Page 8 See SEC: Page 9
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Foggy Bottom Metro to 
receive upgrades this fall

IN BRIEF

H

Ambassador of Kazakhstan to the 
United States
Listen to Erlan Idrissov discuss 
Kazakhstan’s emerging role in Central 
Asia. 
Lindner Family Commons • 5 to 7 p.m.

Fall Fest
Wale and Travie McCoy will perform 
at Program Board’s annual fall 
semester kick-off.

University Yard • 4 to 9 p.m.

Thursday Friday
Career Center Open House
Learn about what the Career Center 
offers, meet the staff and obtain 
information about job and internship 
opportunities.
Career Center • 1 to 3 p.m.

GW Bazaar
Find decorations for your room 
at the poster sale and enjoy free 
international food and entertainment. 
Mount Vernon Campus Quad • 2 
to 5 p.m.

SundaySaturday

ON tHE WEB www.gwhatchet.com

WEB ExtRA
Construction resumes at park

Construction at the Georgetown 
waterfront park resumed in August.

vIDEO
A peek inside West Hall

The GW Hatchet gives you a full tour 
of GW’s newest residence hall.

AUDIO SlIDESHOW
Taylor Hubbard memorial

The GW community gathered to 
remember Taylor Hubbard Wednesday.

SEPtEMBER
3 4

MARIE MCGRORy | HAtCHEt StAFF PHOtOGRAPHER
Lauren Ricci performs Sublime’s “What I Got” with her a cappella group The Pitches at the annual Student Performance Showcase.  Held in a packed 
Lisner Auditorium on Monday, the event was meant to introduce freshmen to the various performance groups at GW. 

Commuters at the Foggy Bottom-GWU 
Metro Station faced inoperative escalators 
and floods due to heavy rainfall this sum-
mer, but the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority said it is working 
to solve the transportation woes this fall. 

This May, WMATA announced that the 
long-term Red Line rehabilitation project 
to increase efficiency along the route will 
begin with a revamp of Foggy Bottom 
Metro Station in the fall of 2010, which 
will include installing new escalators and 
an overhang canopy at the entrance. 

The renovations will provide a wel-
come reprieve for commuters, who often 
formed lines around the block this sum-
mer when all the escalators had outages. 
Heavy rains also led to roof leaks inside 
the station on the lower level, creating 
small waterfalls that poured from the ceil-
ing onto the platform. 

“The Foggy Bottom-GWU Metrorail 
station is one of our busiest Metrorail sta-
tions. We recognize the importance of hav-
ing the entrance escalators working at the 
Foggy Bottom station,” WMATA Public 
Information Officer Steven Taubenkibel 
said. 

Taubenkibel also said the work on new 
escalators and canopy is projected to be-
gin later this fall and should be completed 
by the late summer or fall of 2011.   

Metro also hired an outside consultant 
to review the Foggy Bottom Metro station 
to analyze its utilities. The finalized report 
will be submitted to the Metro Board of 
Directors Sept. 30. 

–Priya Anand

Clarification 
In “Amid global recession, University 

endowment grows,” (Thursday, Aug. 30) 
The Hatchet reported that the Univer-
sity’s endowment had grown 13 percent 
over the last fiscal year. This is correct, 
however it does not account for money 
transferred out of the endowment fund 
that was spent during the fiscal year. 
Without that money, the endowment 
gained $132.3 million during the fiscal 
year, not $135 million as The Hatchet re-
ported, and rose 18.25 percent.

Correction
In “Student Association has $1 mil-

lion to allocate to student organizations,” 
(Thursday, Aug. 30) The Hatchet reported 
that WRGW’s general manager Jamie Ben-
son was female. This is incorrect. Benson is 
a male.
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The Foundation for In-
dividual Rights in Educa-
tion has given GW a “yellow 
light” rating on its stoplight 
scale, meaning the free-speech 
advocacy group believes the 
University is potentially re-
strictive of individual rights.

FIRE specifically pointed 
to GW’s disorderly conduct 
policy, demonstrations policy 
and GW Housing Program’s 
flyer distribution policy, as 
the reasons for the "yellow 
light" distinction. According 
to the FIRE website, “yellow 
light colleges and universities 
are those institutions with at 
least one ambiguous policy 
that too easily encourages 
administrative abuse and ar-
bitrary application.”

In its annual “Spotlight on 
Speech Codes” report, FIRE 
had originally listed GW as a 
“red light” school due to the 
University’s disorderly con-
duct policy, but changed the 
listing online.

Disorderly conduct is 
defined by the University as 
“shouting or making exces-
sive noise either inside or 
outside a building; verbally 
abusing University officials 
acting in performance of 
their duties; acting in a man-
ner that annoys, disturbs, 
threatens or harasses others; 
disrupting obstructing or in-
terfering with the activities of 
others; or behaving in a lewd 
or indecent manner.”

The University’s policy 
was recently reworded for 
clarification, Student Asso-
ciation President Jason Lifton 
said. The old policy prohib-
ited “acting in a manner… of-
fensive to others,” while the 
new policy omits the word 
“offensive” and includes “ha-
rass” and “threaten.”

University spokeswom-
an Michelle Sherrard said 
the disorderly conduct policy 
was edited to “clarify the 
wording and emphasize the 
need for students to conduct 
themselves in a civil and re-
spectful manner toward oth-
ers.”  

“It is not intended to re-
strict the ability of students 
to express their opinions, 
engage in debate or support 
causes using orderly means 
that do not disrupt University 
operations,” Sherrard said.

FIRE officials could not 
be reached for comment 
about the discrepancy in the 
two ratings, including wheth-
er the change in the policy’s 
wording had improved GW’s 
score.

Of the 375 public and 
private universities evaluat-
ed by FIRE, 71 percent were 
rated "red" and 24 percent 
were rated "yellow." Despite 
its "yellow light," GW's poli-
cies rank as less restrictive 
than more than two-thirds of 
other higher education insti-
tutions.

GW was the only D.C.-
area school that did not re-
ceive a "red light." George-
town, American, George 
Mason and the University of 
Maryland, College Park, all 
received "red lights." Among 
the 11 schools that received 
"green light" ratings were 
Dartmouth College, Carn-
egie Mellon University and 

the University of South Da-
kota.

FIRE’s classification of 
GW does not have much le-
gal basis, GW Law School 
Professor Daniel Solove said, 
because GW is a private in-
stitution and is not required 
to guarantee First Amend-
ment rights.

“[A]s a private institu-
tion, GW would not be sub-
ject to First Amendment law, 
so the opinion would be 
based solely on policy con-
siderations rather than legal 

ones,” Solove said.
GW received three "green 

lights" from FIRE, for its pol-
icy on sexual harassment, 
Statement of Student Rights 
and Responsibilities and its 
policy on pamphlets, peti-
tions and demonstrations. 
The "green light" demon-
stration distinction is given 
for advertised commitment 
to free expression, while its 
"yellow light" distinction for 
demonstrations falls under 
the free-speech zones cat-
egory. u

Despite an increase in the 
number of veterans participat-
ing in the Yellow Ribbon Pro-
gram this academic year, a Uni-
versity administrator said this 
week that delays in financial 
payments will be minimal.

After experiencing signifi-
cant delays last year in tuition 
payments for veterans par-
ticipating in the Yellow Ribbon 
Program, the University’s Office 
of Veteran Services worked pro-
actively to ensure timely benefit 
payments, Executive Director 
for Administration in Student 
and Academic Support Services 
Andrew Sonn said. As part of 
the Post-9/11 GI Bill, the Yellow 
Ribbon Program gives veterans 
up to the full amount of tuition 
and fees at participating colleges 
across the country.

Last year, the University did 
not receive payments from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
for more than half of the pro-
gram's participants until late into 
the fall semester. Subsequently, 
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs created emergency loans to 
help veterans and universities 
cope with payout delays.

Sonn said that in order to 
mitigate any lag time in pay-

ments, GW’s OVS began sub-
mitting the certifications July 
21 and have already begun to 
receive payments for the fall se-
mester.

He added the office will 
work to ensure GW student vet-
erans are not penalized for any 
delays that may occur.

“Above all else, GW will, as 
we did last year, work with indi-
vidual GW student veterans so 
there are no financial penalties 
applied if there are any delays 
in benefit payments,” Sonn said. 
“Our chief priority is to support 
student veterans’ academic 
achievements at GW.”

Sonn said participation in 
the Yellow Ribbon Program 
at GW has increased this year 
by approximately 80 students. 
This year, 240 GW students are 
Yellow Ribbon Program partici-
pants.

“The University is very 
pleased that the number of in-
dividuals with military experi-
ence enrolled at GW is on the 
upswing,” Sonn said.

Ryan Bos, president of GW 
Student Vets, said he is pleased 
with the work the OVS does to 
aid veterans in their educational 
endeavors.

“The University’s assistance 
to veterans and their families is 
unbelievable,” Bos said. “They 
have an office dedicated to vet-
erans and families with three 
people working strictly on certi-
fying veterans' claims and other 
veteran-related tasks. There are 
many people here working to 
keep GW a top military-friendly 
school.” u 

Former White House 
press secretary and new 
School of Media and Public 
Affairs fellow Joe Lockhart 
discussed the changing 
scene of political communi-
cations at Jack Morton Au-
ditorium Wednesday.

In a conversation with 
SMPA Director Frank Sesno, 
Lockhart – who served as 
the White House press sec-
retary for former President 
Bill Clinton – described the 
changes in technology he 
has witnessed during a ca-
reer on the campaign trail.

Since the mid-1990s, 
Lockhart said technology 
has driven campaign cul-
ture, rather than the other 
way around.

“As technology has de-
veloped, gray beards and 
elites have lost control,” 
Lockhart said.

He discussed his first in-
troduction to a fax machine 
in the 1980s, the first cell 
phones used on campaigns 
in 1988 and how he expects 
the 2012 campaigns to look 
more like reality television 
due to the amount of infor-
mation that can be distrib-
uted at any given time.

He referred to the Mon-
ica Lewinsky scandal sev-
eral times, explaining that 

a Newsweek reporter gave 
the story to popular blog-
ger Matt Drudge when the 
news magazine would not 
print it.

“While there are still 
elites and people with the 
best intentions, they can’t 
control the flow of informa-
tion,” Lockhart said.

Thirty years ago, a small 
group of elites decided 
what would be considered 
news, Lockhart said. Today, 
partially because of the 
abundance of  news outlets, 
it only depends on who’s 

saying the most shocking, 
outrageous comments.

Lockhart said media 
organizations have become 
more partisan in an effort 
to gain an audience.

“It’s been found that 
going for a broad audience 
is simply less economical,” 
he said.

When Sesno asked 
Lockhart to weigh in on the 
November midterm elec-
tions, Lockhart responded 
he “would not be surprised" 
if the Democrats lost the 
House.

After the event, Sesno 
told The GW Hatchet that 
he’s pleased to have SMPA 
fellows with “treasure 
troves of experience.” Lock-
hart – along with CNN’s Ed 
Henry and New York Times 
columnist Bob Herbert – 
will add to the “enrichment 
of the intellectual and pro-
fessional environment.”

“Students get to see 
very clearly what they’re 
learning, studying and 
experiencing turned into 
action and careers,” said 
Sesno. u

Advocacy group 
places GW in the 
middle of the pack
by Chelsea RadleR
Senior Staff Writer

GW's free speech policies rank mid-level

MaRie MCgRoRy | hatChet photogRapheR
Ryan Bos is the president of GW Student Vets – a group that supports 
veterans studying under the Yellow Ribbon Program at the University.

Payment for GW Vets 
on schedule this year
After significant 
delays last year, 
checks arrive on time
by KaRa dUNFoRd
Contributing News Editor

poppy lyNCh | hatChet photogRapheR
Former White House Press Secretary Joe Lockhart discussed Monica Lewinsky, his first interaction with 
a cell phone and expectations for the 2012 elections in a conversation with SMPA Director Frank Sesno. 

clinton aide talks media at SMPa
Former press 
secretary is an 
SMPA fellow
by gaBRielle MaRUsh
Hatchet Staff Writer

Disorderly 
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demonstrations, 
and posting 

policies
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light 

Harassment, 
bias-related 
conduct, and 
incivility with 

University Official 
policies 

Ranking: Red 
light

Harassment 
and sexual 

discrimination 
policies

Ranking: Red 
light
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Like Sex? 
The Hatchet is looking for a MALE sex columnist. 

      life@gwhatchet.com 

Show 'em how it's done. 



On the day following the memorial 
for fellow Colonial Taylor Hubbard, we 
are reminded of both the legacy he has 
left here on campus and of the ways in 
which he will be missed.

A large crowd gathered in Kogan 
Plaza Wednesday night to share sto-
ries about Taylor and take a moment to 
remember their friend. The memorial 
served as a touching reminder of the 
sadness students felt at his loss and the 
loving support of our fellow students. 

Seeing as a majority of the GW com-
munity had already departed campus 
for the summer when a tragic fall took 
Taylor’s life in May, we find it impor-
tant to take this opportunity once again 
to remember the life of a student who 
has touched so many people.

A large portion of this editorial is 
taken from the original editorial print-
ed after the news of Taylor’s death.

Hubbard was a biomedical engi-
neering student. He enjoyed playing 
ultimate frisbee and soccer, and was 
described by a friend as “incredibly 
athletic.” He was also a member of the 
Alpha Pi Chapter of Alpha Chi Sigma, 
a co-ed professional fraternity in chem-
istry.

Despite his heavy workload and 
dedication to his studies, peers de-
scribed Hubbard as someone who was 
always willing to help others with their 

work. Hubbard’s friends and fam-
ily remember his outgoing personality 
and happy demeanor, and note that he 
could always be seen with a smile on 
his face. They also described him as 
someone who liked everyone he met, 
and who developed many friendships 
throughout his time at GW. He will be 
greatly missed by those who knew him, 
and by others here on campus.

Regardless of your personal con-
nection to Hubbard, it is understand-
able that one may feel sadness over 
this tragedy. GW students can relate to 
the life Hubbard led at GW, as he was 
a student, teammate and member of 
Greek-letter life. One did not need to 
know Hubbard personally to feel sad-
ness over his death, as this loss is one 
the entire University shares.

In the wake of a tragedy, coping 
with grief never follows an established 
timeline. Students could feel sadness 
almost immediately, or that sadness 
could be delayed. As the fall semester 
begins, those feelings of sadness could 
resurface. But you should not feel alone, 
as there are resources available for con-
fronting grief. The University Counsel-
ing Center offers help and is accessible. 
Students can use the UCC by calling or 
visiting the center in person.

As Taylor’s friends, teammates and 
classmates embark on a new semester, 
it is not hard to imagine how bitter-
sweet this time must be for them. Tay-
lor was known to always be smiling, 
and many of those in attendance at the 
memorial noted that he would not want 
his friends’ sadness to overshadow the 
happy memories they have of him. The 
memorial in Taylor’s honor reflected 
his love of GW, along with how deeply 
he will be missed here. We share in the 
loss of our fellow GW student.
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Go abroad 
during your 
time at GW
The skills you acquire 

will surprise you

GW needs to revisit the medical marijuana ban

QuotablE "I created the [group] to pursue my goal of being well known, famous, and popular,"
  –Robert Hirsch,  a high school senior who created the “The George Washington University Class 
of 2015” Facebook group.

Have an opinion?

Share it with us!

 H
letters@gwhatchet.com

by brian tratner

Taylor was known to 
always be smiling, and many 
of those in attendance of the 

memorial noted that he
 would not want his friends’ 

sadness to overshadow 
the happy memories they 

have of him.

Do it.
That’s the main advice I give to 

any GW students wondering if they 
should study abroad during their collegiate 
years. After spending the majority of 2010 
outside the U.S. – in Israel to be exact – I 
can say confidently that studying abroad is 
a valuable experience that gives students 
useful skills, both tangible and intangible.

One of the most important aspects of 
the experience is 
language. Perfect-
ing or improving 
one’s skills in a 
foreign language 
is always more fun 
and practical in a 
country of people who speak the language. 
It helps you gain confidence and use the 
language in social and everyday situations. 
Just be careful not to forget English.

Fresh off my international flight back 
to New York, I had to stop myself at the 
Wendy’s counter at the airport after I first 
started ordering in Hebrew, then in Arabic. 
I stood dumbfounded for a couple seconds, 
then looked around at the long line behind 
me to see people’s reactions. They were not 
amused. 

Another major facet of study abroad is 
location, and along with that, travel. When 
else will you be able to take class trips to 
the Andes Mountains, the Great Pyramid, 
or, in my case, obscure Bronze Age pre-
Biblical archaeological excavations? I have 
to say, the small desert city in southern Is-
rael I called home for six months was quite 
the change from crowded, sand-less D.C. 
While my friends back at GW braved a 
huge snowstorm, I basked in golden sun. 
Soon, sun gave way to clouds as Israel went 
through its rainiest winter season in years 
(it never rains in the summer). 

Taking trips farther away was also 
a plus. Exploring different cities, small 
towns, hiking to waterfalls, experiencing 
natural wonders – going abroad brought so 
many exciting places to my fingertips. Not 
to mention the highly discounted price of 
international travel when a flight is signifi-
cantly shortened, or not even required. On 
breaks from classes, my friends took excur-
sions to places like Turkey, Italy and Spain. 
Spring Break Cancun? Who needs that? 
Spring Break Cairo is more like it!

But apart from the language, the travel, 
the food and of course the learning, the 
single most important component of an 
experience like my own is the connections 
formed with other people. Whether you are 
familiar with the host culture before study-
ing abroad or not, you will end up learning 
something new and becoming enriched by 
the interactions you have with people. You 
will have the opportunity to acquaint your-
self with different sectors of the host society. 
And it’s not only the host culture, either. 
Most international study abroad programs 
are not made up of just Americans. Through 
my program, I interacted with Jewish- and 
Arab-Israeli students, as well as students 
from Germany, Italy, Spain, Netherlands, 
Turkey and Jordan. 

Although I traveled almost 6,000 miles 
to escape it, GW followed me to Israel. One 
of the most fascinating things I discovered 
was the power of the GW alumni network. 
During the semester, I attended a gathering 
of GW alumni and students in Israel held 
at a restaurant in a Tel Aviv skyscraper. 
Business professionals who studied at GW 
decades ago showed up and mingled with 
those who graduated more recently and 
also with Colonials who still have a bit to 
go. Israeli natives and American expats 
alike were all proud of their GW experi-
ences and eager to interact with and help 
out other GW affiliates. 

And so I realized GW’s international 
character is all part of what GW is. Some 
students think that D.C. is too awesome of 
a place to take a semester to go somewhere 
else during their college careers. After all, 
they’d be missing out on a semester of in-
ternship opportunities or wild club parties. 
They think it’s not worth it to get away for a 
semester or a year. And to an extent, they’re 
right – we’ve all heard the motto: “GW: 
Something Happens Here.” 

But sometimes, to understand “here,” 
one must spend some time "there." Study 
abroad experience is inseparable from the 
type of institution GW tries to be and the 
type of students that come here. We’re 
known for being international, open-mind-
ed and eager to experience what the world 
has to offer. 

Come enjoy what I and hundreds of 
other students experienced last semester. 
Do it, and I bet my falafel sandwich that 
you won’t be disappointed. 
–The writer, a junior majoring in international 

affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

With the passing of Initiative 59 this 
spring, medical marijuana became 
legal in the District. Finally, the D.C. 

Council realized the lunacy of keeping the 
substance illegal for medical purposes. But 
GW administrators clearly still fear the reef-
er, because they have banned the use or pos-
session of medical marijuana 
on campus. 

While I can sympathize with 
the University in its mission to 
keep illicit substances off cam-
pus, I can’t agree with denying 
a student with a valid prescrip-
tion the right to do something that would be 
perfectly legal anywhere else in the city.

 Taking this action is simply vilifying 
marijuana. If a student has a condition mari-
juana has been proven to treat, and therefore 
obtains a prescription, what makes mari-
juana any different from Adderall or Xanax? 
Both of these substances are prescription 
medications that are ubiquitous on college 
campuses. Yes, they too can be thought of as 
“illegal substances” in the eyes of Student 
Judicial Services and the University when 
found in the hands of those who don’t have 
a legitimate prescription. But why is it any 
different when it comes to marijuana? If a 
student has a prescription for it and therefore 
keeps it in his or her dorm room for personal 
use, it is their medication and the Univer-
sity has no business to hinder that. Now if 
that marijuana finds its way to the room of 
a student without a prescription – then that 
student should be punished by SJS just as he 
or she would before D.C. legalized medical 
marijuana. If the student was caught using 
or possessing Adderall or Xanax without a 
prescription, he or she would face the same 
repercussions.

In addition to the hypocrisy of the cam-
pus-wide ban on medical marijuana, GW’s 
policy sends out the wrong message to the 
physicians who support the use of medical 
marijuana and the users who swear by the 
drug’s effectiveness. Essentially by not let-
ting the law take its course, GW says that it 

does not trust the system to ensure that only 
students who sincerely need medical mari-
juana receive it for just medical purposes. 

But who is it that the University does not 
trust? Is the administration afraid the medi-
cal marijuana laws are not stringent enough 
to prevent students with “fake” illnesses 

from getting cards? Or per-
haps GW does not trust the 
doctors writing the pre-
scriptions? Either way, we 
need to accept that trained 
medical professionals know 
better than to write pre-

scriptions to 20-year-olds without first en-
suring it is absolutely necessary.  The fact of 
that matter is that it is not easy to obtain this 
prescription. Only those suffering from seri-
ous illnesses such as cancer, glaucoma, HIV/
AIDS or other chronic conditions are eligible 
for a prescription. 

GW has simply taken the easiest and 
most restrictive approach when dealing with 
the legalization of medical marijuana in D.C. 
with the campus-wide ban. Instead of com-
ing up with a feasible solution that takes 
into account the reservations surrounding 
marijuana usage and the fact that it is consid-
ered to be a medication, the administration 
has taken a step that prevents some students 
from getting the medication they need. Other 
universities, such as the University of South-
ern California, treat marijuana usage like 
cigarette usage. This policy allows students 
to posses medical marijuana and use it, just 
not inside smoke-free buildings. 

I urge the University to revisit this policy 
and cast away preconceived notions sur-
rounding medical marijuana. While I un-
derstand that the notion of marijuana being 
allowed on a college campus may unnerve 
University officials, ultimately the Univer-
sity has no right to deny ill students a sub-
stance that has the potential to help them be 
healthier and more successful for the rest of 
their years at GW. 

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in 
international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

Tom Braslavsky

Columnist

Gabrielle Friedman

Columnist

Letters to the editor

Minor choices have major impacts
As we wrap up the first week of the 2010 

academic year here at The George Washington 
University, I wanted to write to congratulate 
you on the inspired manner in which you ar-
rived back on campus, ready to take on the se-
rious rigors of academic life at our institution.  
We see the academic credentials you bring, 
your impressive extracurricular activities and 
the infectious commitment to others, and we 
look forward to a successful and rewarding 
year together.  

Yet despite these accomplishments, before 
we even held our first class on Monday, several 
members of the GW community made poor 
choices regarding the consumption of alcohol 
and were transported to the GW Hospital be-
cause they were extremely intoxicated.  As your 
Dean of Students, this is a concern we must ad-
dress together, particularly as we head into a 
long holiday weekend.  You will continue to 
be faced with choices and decisions that could 
impact not only your future here at GW but the 
rest of your life.  

From my own experience as a student who 
came to D.C. more than twenty years ago, be-
ing able to pursue a degree and participate in 
a community as rich and vibrant as GW was 
a life-changing opportunity.  But that opportu-
nity was not without responsibilities: a respon-
sibility to fulfill my academic goals, to make 

smart and healthy decisions and to look out for 
my friends.  From my perspective today, as the 
Dean of Students, your responsibilities have 
not changed from those I had.

I expect you to take personal responsibility 
for all of the choices you make in the life you 
have created on campus.  At an institution as 
diverse and interconnected as ours, the deci-
sions you make are critical and impact not only 
you but the entire community.  We have a va-
riety of resources available to help you make 
healthy choices about alcohol but in the end, 
the decision is yours.  When in doubt reach out: 
speak to a hall staff member, your GPS Guide, 
a staff member in the Center for Alcohol and 
other Drug Education (CADE) or the Univer-
sity Counseling Center.  If you are ever in a situ-
ation when you or a friend is in need of emer-
gency assistance because of alcohol, illness or 
injury, call the University Police (Foggy Bottom 
at 202-994-6111 or Mount Vernon at 202-242-
6111) who will dispatch emergency assistance.

I hope that as you take time to step back 
from the books this weekend, you recognize 
that while you work smart, you need to be sure 
you play smart too!

   Sincerely, 
Peter Konwerski 

–The writer is the senior associate vice president 
and dean of students at GW.

taylor Hubbard will not be 
forgotten 
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The University’s total library ex-
penditures are only about one-fifth 
the size of Harvard University's, the li-
brary with the largest research budget 
in the nation, according to 2007-2008 
data from the Association of Research 
Libraries.  

During the academic year the 
ARL studied, GW's total library ex-
penditures amounted to $23,490,425 
– a figure that ranks as the 58th largest 
budgetary value among 113 university 
research libraries across the United 
States and Canada that supplied data 
for the study. 

Total expenditures used to devel-
op the statistics included library ma-
terials, monographs, microform units, 
government documents and volumes, 
as well as salaries and wages for staff 
and operating costs. 

The largest ranking library ex-
penditures belong to the storied Ivy 
League Harvard University, which to-
tals $117,884,297. Georgetown allocat-
ed $25,913,015 to its libraries that year, 
whereas Howard University budgeted 
$10,273,315 – the lowest ranking num-
ber in funding of all the rankings. Data 
for American University was not pro-
vided. 

Boston University – one of GW’s 
market basket schools – designated 
$21,007,389 for libraries. But New York 

University, another market basket 
school, authorized nearly double the 
funding both GW and BU did that year, 
creating a grand total of $44,602,730 in 
library expenditures.  

Aside from the funds the Univer-
sity directs to GW's libraries, 16,506 
students opted to contribute $50 to the 
library through their tuition bills in 
the 2010 fiscal year. This contribution 
provided an additional $825,317 in 
funding, said Andrea Stewart, associ-
ate university librarian for administra-
tion, development and personnel.  

The voluntary library gift option 
can be unchecked on tuition bills in the 
event that a student does not wish to 
donate. There is a 60 percent retention 
rate for these donations. 

“Some of these gifts may have 
come from the same individuals as 
repeat gifts, and some may have been 
individual gifts,” Stewart said. 

The Class of 2010 also allotted 
about $31,000 of funding for the ren-
ovations of Gelman's first floor that 
have yet to be designated to specific 
items, Stewart said. u

In the era of conspiracy, manipu-
lation and scheming that marked the 
Nixon administration, an assassination 
plot might not seem so far-fetched. But 
could such a plot have come from White 
House operatives, and could they have 
been targeting a journalist?

The answer is yes, according to 
School of Media and Public Affairs pro-
fessor Mark Feldstein in his new book, 
“Poisoning the Press: Richard Nixon, 
Jack Anderson, and the Rise of Wash-
ington’s Scandal Culture,” due out later 
this month.

In the book, Feldstein has examined 
the fierce struggle between Richard 
Nixon and investigative reporter Jack 

Anderson, who was once at the top of 
Nixon’s enemies list.

“I used the battle between Nixon 
and head reporter Jack Anderson to tell 
the tale of bribery, blackmail, forgery, 
surveillance, sexual scandal and even 
a White House plot to assassinate An-
derson, to put together this book,” said 
Feldstein, a former investigative report-
er himself.

Feldstein worked as a research as-
sistant for Anderson in the 1970s, and 
completed the book after years of sift-
ing through hundreds of Anderson’s 
personal documents, recorded inter-
views and notes.

He said he wrote the book on Nixon 
and Anderson to illustrate the broader 
conflict between political figures and the 
press, a conflict he became interested in 
when he was working on his Ph.D.

“Anderson was an interesting char-
acter while I was in college.  Ten years 
ago when I used him as the basis for my 
dissertation, there was so much material 
that I just got sucked in,” said Feldstein.

Before Anderson’s death in 2005, 
Feldstein conducted several interviews 
with him and persuaded Anderson to 
allow his archives to be brought to the 
University.

“I convinced him that GW was the 
place for his documents and recordings 
to be,” Feldstein said. “Washington is 
the heart of the political culture – GW 
was the best University to preserve and 
use his archives as such.”

As one of the most renowned fig-
ures in investigative journalism, Ander-
son exposed many political secrets.

“There is a lot of controversy sur-
rounding Anderson’s archives,” Feld-

stein said. “A few weeks after he died, 
the FBI wanted to seize the archives 
from my possession.” Feldstein, with 
GW supporters, resisted the FBI, who 
did not have a subpoena to bring Feld-
stein to court. 

“I had been an investigative reporter 
long enough to not be intimidated into 
giving away our rights,” he said.  He 
consulted both GW and First Amend-
ment lawyers and testified at hearings 
in attempts to keep the records.  The 
publicity and pressure from the hear-
ings caused the FBI to back down.

Feldstein completed the book dur-
ing a sabbatical last year, and has re-
turned to GW to teach classes in SMPA 
this fall.

A ceremony will be held Sept. 14 
celebrating the book’s publication prior 
to the official release Sept. 28. u

Drug Law VioLatioN
8/26/10  – 10:50 p.m. 
Location: Thurston Hall 
Case closed
University Police responded to a com-
plaint of a suspicious odor coming 
from a particular room. Upon enter-
ing, University Police Department 
discovered alcohol in plain view and 
assessed 12 students. One student 
was transported to the GW Hospital. 
Housing Programs staff then con-
ducted an administrative search of 
the room and found 2.3 grams of 
marijuana. 

–Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

Liquor Law VioLatioN
8/27/10 – 12:46 a.m. 
Location: Ivory Tower 
Case closed
UPD officers noticed a large group 
of students exiting a room and 
saw alcohol in plain view. Seven 
of eight individuals, all identified 
as GW students, were assessed. 
The eighth individual claimed to 
be unaffiliated with GW and was 
barred from campus, but officers 
later determined he was a stu-
dent. 

–Referred to SJS 

8/28/10 – 11:50 p.m. 
Location: Ivory Tower 
Case closed
A GW security officer reported stu-
dents walking with open contain-
ers of alcoholic beverages. UPD 
responded, saw alcohol in plain 
view and identified 15 students 
present. 

–Referred to SJS 
8/29/10 – 3:37 a.m. 
Location: International House 
Case closed
UPD responded to a noise complaint 
and found alcoholic beverages in 
plain view. Seven students were iden-
tified and two individuals unaffiliated 
with GW were barred from campus. 

–Referred to SJS 

assauLt
8/28/10 – 6:39 p.m. 
Location: Public property on campus
Case closed
UPD witnessed a male subject push-
ing a female against a brick wall on 
the corner of 20th and G streets. 
The officer detained the male sub-
ject and placed him in handcuffs, 
but it was later determined the male 
and female were married and unaf-
filiated with GW. The Metropolitan 
Police Department was notified but 
declined to arrest the subject. 

–Subjects barred from campus 

DisorDerLy CoNDuCt
8/28/10 – 3:56 p.m. 
Location: University Mall 
Case closed
Staff and UPD witnessed a male 
subject urinating on a pillar in the 
University Mall on I Street near 
the GW Hospital. 

–Subject barred from campus 

uNLawfuL eNtry
8/28/10 – 11 p.m. 
Location: University Mall 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of a dis-
orderly woman attacking people with 
her umbrella and discovered she had 
previously been barred from campus. 

–Closed by arrest 

by amaNDa D'ambra
Hatchet Staff Writer

Study ranks research library funding
GW's library funding 
falls in the middle of its 
market basket schools
by priya aNaND
Contributing News Editor

SMPA prof. pens book on Washington scandals

fraNCis riVera | staff photographer
Professor Mark Feldstein spent his 
sabbatical writing a book about the 
scandal culture in D.C.

– Compiled by Priya Anand
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The GW men’s soccer team 
wasted no time getting on 
the board during the opening 
match of the D.C. College Cup 
– its first regular-season match 
– Wednesday afternoon, but an 
aggressive George Mason squad 
battled back with a flurry of 
second-half goals, topping the 
Colonials 3-1.

Just after kickoff, Colonials 
sophomore forward Seth Ru-
dolph created a scoring chance 
in the box and was fouled by 
Mason defender Chase Miller 
just 12 seconds into the game. 
The Patriot’s rough play re-
sulted in a penalty kick for GW 
(0-1), and junior Yoni Berhanu 
capitalized, giving the Colo-
nials the one-goal advantage 
less than a minute into the con-
test.

Rudolph said he and his 
team knew scoring quickly 
would help allow them to set 
the pace of the game.

“We wanted to come out 
and play our game from the 
beginning,” Rudolph said. “We 
wanted to put pressure on them 
and try to get one early, which 
we did.”

The Colonials were given 
another advantage when Miller 
collected his second yellow card 
just 13 minutes into the match 
and was subsequently ejected, 
leaving his team to play a man 
down for the remainder of the 
game.

George Mason had a total of 
five yellow cards, while GW re-
ceived two.

Even with a man advantage, 
the sweltering heat proved to 
be an obstacle for the Colonials, 
who struggled to maintain their 
aggressive game plan for the 

full 90 minutes. Despite control-
ling the pace of the game in the 
first half by maintaining pos-
session and using their speed 
to create scoring opportunities, 
GW fell behind a strong and 
physical George Mason team 
that emerged from halftime re-
juvenated and ready to even the 
1-0 score.

Rudolph said he hopes the 
Colonials can improve their 
stamina and control the pace of 
the game for its entirety.

“We have to make sure 
we’re ready for every game, for 
a whole 90 minutes, not just the 
first 30,” he said.

Playing in near triple-digit 
temperatures, GW’s quick start 
in the first half took its toll on 
the Colonials, paving the way 
for George Mason’s second-half 

comeback against a tired GW 
squad. The Patriots’ rally began 
15 minutes into the second half 
when George Mason midfielder 
Eber Martinez netted the equal-
izer for his team on a free kick.

The news quickly got worse 
for the Colonials when sopho-
more goalkeeper Brendan Laf-
ferty was shaken up and subse-
quently taken out of the game 
following a penalty-box colli-
sion on a George Mason corner 
kick. The injury was especially 
costly for the Colonials, whose 
back-up goalie, freshman De-
von DuBay, is recovering from 
a knee injury. Junior Jake Davis, 
who is listed on GW’s roster as 
a defender, replaced Lafferty in 

goal.
Assistant Sports Informa-

tion Director Jesse Hooker said 
that Lafferty sustained a lac-
eration above his eye and that 
the sophomore would also be 
screened for a concussion.

The game remained tied 
at one for much of the second 
half, until George Mason’s Al-
hagi Toure scored the go-ahead 
goal for the Patriots with eight 
minutes left, and George Mason 
forward Taylor Morgan sealed 
his team’s victory two minutes 

later with another goal.
 GW Head Coach George 

Lidster said despite playing a 
strong first half, his team ran 
into difficulties maintaining its 
strong game play throughout 
the match.

“They’re going to learn that 
they’ve got to be more physi-
cal in games,” he said. “I can’t 
fault the effort. It was a good ef-
fort, they’ve just got to be more 
physical and maybe be a bit 
more composed in certain situ-
ations.” u

W. basketball releases 
non-conference schedule

IN BrIef

Last Word
"They're going to learn 
that they've got to be 
more physical in games." 

–George Lidster,  men's soccer 
head coach, on his team's style of play 
in its season-opening 3-1 loss to George 
Mason Wednesday.

Sports
Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
cruNch 5 The number of yellow cards issued to 

George Mason players in its 3-1 win 
over the Colonials Wednesday.
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M. soccer falls in scorcher against Mason
Patriots burn GW 
with second-half 
goals in opener
by Kara duNford
Contributing Editor

aNdreW oLoWude | hatchet PhotoGraPher
GW freshman Tyler Ranalli, left, struggles against a pair of George Mason defenders. 
The Patriots' physical style of play earned them five yellow cards Wednesday.

"We have to make sure 
we're ready for every 
game, for a whole 90 
minutes, not just the 

first 30."

Seth rudolph
Player, Men's Soccer

                          Follow us on Twitter...    @gwhatchet     @2140G

The women’s basketball team 
announced its non-conference 
schedule Wednesday, a slate of 
games highlighted by home games 
against Auburn and George Mason 
as well as a trip to Miami, Fla., to 
play in the Wyndham Miami Holi-
day Tournament.

The Colonials will open their 
season in Minneapolis, Minn., with 
the Best Buy Classic. GW will open 
that tournament Nov. 13 against 
Wisconsin-Green Bay and then will 
play either Minnesota or Northern 
Illinois Nov. 14.

Head coach Mike Bozeman’s 
squad will wrap up the month of 
November with three home games 
at the Smith Center against Coppin 
State Nov. 18, North Texas Nov. 21 
and Ohio Nov. 30.

GW will stay busy through De-
cember, playing host to George Ma-
son, Stony Brook and Auburn while 
taking on Marshall, Old Dominion 
and District-rival American on the 
road.

The Colonials will close out non-
conference play with two games in 
the Wyndham Miami Holiday Tour-
nament against Miami and Morgan 
State Dec. 28 and 29, followed by 
a road game against longtime rival 
Rutgers in Piscataway, N.J.



according to application dead-
lines, not the online release date 
of the application.  

“We want them to submit 
[applications] by the deadline 
because submitting them early 
is not critical,” Riley said. “It 
doesn’t make a difference in 
how they’re reviewed.”

Bev Taylor, director and 
founder of The Ivy Coach – a 
New York-based college admis-
sions consultation service – said 
she also discourages students 
from submitting their applica-
tions unnecessarily early, for 
fear of a change of heart.

“I like to encourage students 
to apply as close to the deadline 
as possible,” Taylor said. “If for 
any reason they change their 
mind, it can be undone.”

Taylor attributed the sense 
of urgency felt by students to 
several possible factors.

“Parents are pushing it, 
‘well, just send in your applica-
tion already,’ thinking that may-
be admissions will give them a 
better look,” said Taylor. “The 
other thing is maybe [students] 
just want to go back to school 
and say ‘I already submitted my 

applications’ so they’re ahead of 
their peers.”

High school senior Rob-
ert Hirsch, who created the 
Facebook group “The George 
Washington University Class of 
2015” in early August, said he 
plans to send his application to 
GW this September. Hirsch said 
he created the group to gain no-
toriety with his potential future 
classmates.

“I created the [group] to 
pursue my goal of being well 
known, famous, and popu-
lar,” Hirsch said, in a message. 
“Being the [Facebook group] 
administrator will expose my 
name to every student that joins 
the group, subsequently famil-
iarizing them with my name, 
therefore increasing the bounds 
of my reputation.” 

Despite the large number 
of applications already submit-
ted to the University, Napper 
noted that applications that 
arrive early will not be looked 
at any sooner than those who 
wait to send it in closer to the 
deadline.

“We will not start looking 
at any of the applications for 
Early Decision until the major-
ity of them have arrived, and 
are all completed, which will 
be around the beginning of No-
vember,” Napper said. u

each other.
“Already I can tell how hard 

it is because I don’t have him in 
lab anymore,” he said. “I know 
we’ll see him again, but now we 
need to make him proud as a 
fellow brother and engineer.”

Mary, a friend of Hubbard’s 
from middle school, came to the 
memorial wearing one of the T-
shirts she had had printed for 
Hubbard’s friends back home 
in Maryland. It featured Hub-
bard’s last name on the back 
above the number 22, his la-
crosse number, she said.

She said it was nice to see 
how far he had reached since 
middle school, and enjoyed 
hearing the different stories 
from his college friends.

“It was fitting. He was defi-
nitely loved by all of his friends 
and would have wanted to be 
remembered as the happy guy 
and the helpful one,” she said.

“To be missed is to be re-
membered,” Kane said. “And 
Taylor is going to be remem-
bered for a long, long time.”

Kane said he had imagined 
a ceremony in tribute to Hub-
bard before, but in his dreams, 
Hubbard was announcing a 
cure for cancer or winning a 
Noble Prize. A testament, Kane 
said, to Hubbard's intellect, 
thoughtfulness and abilities. 

The somber mood turned, 
however, when University Pres-
ident Steven Knapp took the po-
dium to make his remarks and 
incorrectly referred to Hubbard 
as a “freshman” three times. His 
friends were visibly upset at the 
mistake.

University spokeswom-
an Candace Smith defended 
Knapp Wednesday evening, 
saying "Knapp spoke at a mov-
ing and emotional service for 
our deceased student Taylor 
Hubbard and mistakenly re-
ferred to him as a freshman 
rather than a sophomore. "

Before asking for the mo-
ment of silence, Kane read a 
letter from Hubbard's parents, 
who were unable to attend the 
memorial. The letter thanked 
the community for its support 
and urged Hubbard's friends 
to remember him and keep in 
touch through Facebook. u
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The much-anticipated 
degree audit system – which 
gives students the ability to 
track their progress toward 
their degrees without the 
help of an advisor – cleared 
another hurdle Tuesday.

DegreeWorks, an on-
line program that calculates 
which courses a student 
must complete in order to 
graduate, was previewed 
on Tuesday for various Uni-
versity administrators. The 

system officially launches 
at GW in March.

“Having a comprehen-
sive listing of the degree 
requirements can reduce 
student confusion, reduce 
time-to-degree, assist stu-
dents with the selection ap-
propriate courses at regis-
tration and elevate the level 
of interaction between stu-
dents and advisors,” said 
Doug McKenna, an associ-
ate in the registrar’s office 
who has taken the lead on 
bringing the audit program 
to GW.

A committee of faculty 
members and administra-
tors created to compile 
student, parent and other 
reactions to the University's 
advising system found that 
students wanted a clearer 

way to track their progress 
toward completing a select-
ed major without having to 
schedule a short meeting 
with their academic advi-
sors, he said.

“Students and advisors 
can make better use of their 
time together, talking about 
career goals, interests and 
plans rather than spending 
the entire session looking 
over the student’s transcript 
to track degree progress,” 
McKenna said.

The program will of-
ficially launch in March – 
though it will still be con-
sidered an experimental 
phase – using only students 
in the School of Business 
and the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Sciences 
who matriculated into GW 

this fall.
Depending on the re-

sponse from students and 
advisors who use the pro-
gram, some undergraduate 
schools within GW will be-
gin using DegreeWorks on 
a rolling system. 

Graduate and profes-
sional schools may receive 
the technology at a later 
date, depending on the 
overall outcome of GW's 
experiment with the pro-
gram.

“There is a lot of excite-
ment on the part of advi-
sors and students who have 
seen a demonstration of 
the application,” McKenna 
said. “The schools have 
been very receptive and en-
thusiastic to begin working 
on the implementation.” u

Although the majority of 
West Hall’s residents are fresh-
men, a significant number of 
upperclassmen also call GW’s 
newest Mount Vernon Campus 
residence hall home.

Of the 287 residents in West 
Hall – formerly Pelham Hall 
– 94 are upperclassmen, said 
University spokeswoman Jill 
Sankey. Several of the students 
had previously lived in Foggy 
Bottom, but decided to trade in 
their city housing assignments 
for the suburban Foxhall neigh-
borhood campus.

“I initially signed up for 
Foggy Bottom housing,” said 
junior Jacob Oxford, a West Hall 
resident. “After an unfortunate 
sophomore year housing ac-
commodation, as well as a hec-
tic freshman housing accommo-
dation in a Thurston six [person 
room], I decided it was time for 
a little peace.”

Living on the Mount Vernon 
Campus has proven to be partic-
ularly convenient for Oxford.

An interior design major, 
most of Oxford’s classes are 
held on the Vern, so living there 
has cut down on the number of 
Vern Express rides he has to take 
to and from Foggy Bottom.

The single-bedroom suites 
were another factor that drew 
him to West Hall, Oxford said.

Sophomore roommates and 
former Foggy Bottom residents 

Blake Bergen and Damian Leg-
acy both decided to live in West 
Hall after they visited the new 
building while it was still under 
construction.

“We loved all of the ameni-
ties, like the theater and fitness 
center,” Bergen said.

Even still, Bergen said ad-
justing to the “quiet and quaint-
ness” of the space has been dif-
ficult.

“Pelham is extremely quiet, 
which feels weird,” he said. “I’m 
not used to a deserted dorm, es-
pecially one that’s so big.”

Senior Jordan Chaffin, a 
West Hall house proctor, said 
the transition from Foggy Bot-
tom Campus to the Mount Ver-
non Campus has been smooth. 

“Life so far here is fun and 
lively,” Chaffin said. “The com-
munity feels bigger since West 
Hall is situated further down 
the hill from the other buildings 
on campus… it actually feels 
full of people and not isolated at 
all. It’s still nice and quiet, but its 
community gives it a really fun 
feel that is even better than I an-
ticipated.”

As a house proctor, Chaffin 
said traveling on the Vern Ex-
press is a good opportunity for 
her to assist more freshmen.

“I’ve been able to connect 
with several freshmen I meet 
on the Vern Express that had 
questions about GW and just 
wanted to talk, who I may 
have never met otherwise,” 
she said.

Bergen has had a tougher 
transition to commuting be-
tween campuses.

“Taking the Vern Express 
has taken some getting used 
to,” he said. “Once I’m down on 
Foggy, I don’t feel like coming 
back unless I have to.” u

Admins preview degree audit system
Online degree 
tracker to officially 
launch in March
by AMY RHODIN
Campus News Editor

CAtHeRINe FINsNess | HAtCHet PHOtOGRAPHeR
West Hall on the Mount Vernon Campus officially opened in August 
and houses more than 280 freshman and upperclassman students.

Students trade city 
life for Mt. Vernon
About 100
upperclassmen live 
in West Hall
by MARIelle MONDON
Senior Staff Writer

Interested in getting first hand experience with multimedia journalism?

Email web@gwhatchet.com
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Candace Smith said the new 
$275 million estimate includes 
equipment and furniture.

"In order to provide our 
students with the most state-
of-the-art yet flexible learning 
and research space, the univer-
sity will be making its largest 
investment for a new build-
ing," Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer Lou Katz said 
Wednesday. "It is a necessary 
and integral step in achieving 
our goals for the future."  

Katz added, "In fact, it 
would be unfair to compare 
the cost of the proposed Sci-
ence & Engineering Complex 
with other academic or resi-
dential buildings considering 
its size and the complexity 
of the laboratory and other 
research-focused space."

As for the hospital and 
Square 54, neither of those 
were financed by GW.  Uni-
versal Health Services, Inc. 
paid for the hospital and Bos-
ton Properties paid for con-
struction of Square 54.

The University’s estimate 
is far below the estimate eco-
nomics professor Anthony 
Yezer gave The Hatchet in 
March. Yezer – who special-
izes in real estate econom-

ics and has testified in front 
of Congress on mortgages 
during the financial crisis – 
conducted two different cost 
estimations and said a “con-
servative” cost estimate for 
the SEC is about $400 million.

After the cost estimate 
was released this week, Yezer 
said he believes the Univer-
sity’s estimate is far too low. 

“I gather that [the cost es-
timate] omits at least $70 mil-
lion in site preparation costs,” 
Yezer said, including $60 mil-
lion to replace the spaces in 
the current Colonial Parking 
structure, where the SEC is 
slated to be built, with under-
ground parking.

“With other major proj-
ects, like dormitories, the 
funding stream to pay for 
them is clearly related to 
charges for room and board. 
In the case of instructional fa-
cilities, expanding enrollment 
can be a justification… [but] 
we cannot expand enrollment 
in Foggy Bottom,” Yezer said, 
referring to GW’s enrollment 
caps on the Foggy Bottom 
Campus. 

The University is limited 
by D.C. zoning laws on how 
many students can live and 
study on both the Foggy Bot-
tom and Mount Vernon cam-
puses. The University was 60 
students away from exceed-
ing the city-imposed enroll-

ment cap for the Foggy Bot-
tom Campus last fall, likely 
reflecting increased interest 
in the University, but posing 
a problem for GW’s future 
growth. Because GW relies on 
tuition to fund many of its op-
erating costs, the enrollment 
cap will potentially leave GW 
with stagnant income. 

Yezer added that a “much 
more modest building effort” 
could be used for science and 
engineering in Foggy Bottom, 
and that there is more space 
for major research initiatives 
at GW’s Virginia Campus.

The complex is set to in-
clude about 400,000 square 
feet of above-grade space to 
“house teaching and research 
laboratories for faculty and 
students in GW’s Columbian 
College of Arts and Sciences 
and the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science,” the 
news release said.

“The University plans 
to pay for the construction 
through fundraising, inter-
nal and/or external loans 
(debt service to be funded by 
payout associated with the 
Square 54 ground lease), and 
reimbursement for indirect 
costs provided under federal 
research grants,” Katz said in 
an e-mail. “The parking ga-
rage will have a separate cap-
ital budget and will be paid 
for, over time, by users.” u
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say” which of the three scenari-
os took place.

Witnesses who found 
Hubbard shortly after 4 a.m. 
said he was unconscious and 
lying near the grass behind 
Guthridge Park, about 15 feet 
away from the base of the 
building. Lt. Nicholas Breul of 
the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment could not confirm the 
distance Hubbard was found 
from Guthridge, noting that the 
investigation is still ongoing. 

But in August, The Hatchet 
asked Dr. Jamie Williams – a 
biomedical engineer and bio-
mechanics and bioengineering 
expert at Robson Forensics – as 
well as one of Williams’ col-
leagues to examine the events 
surrounding Hubbard’s fall. 
Without a police report, Wil-
liams said she could not conclu-
sively determine how Hubbard 
died, but said it is impossible 
“without an external force” for 
Hubbard to fall as far as he did 
from the building.

“Gravity pulls objects 

straight down and he did not 
go straight down,” Williams 
said. “Given that he is 5-foot-
7, even if we take every liberty 
here, even if he was standing 
on the ledge, he could not have 
landed where he did.”

She added, “Simply fall-
ing could not have gotten him 
where he got. He could not have 
gotten there without force.”

Williams was unable to 
determine if Hubbard’s inju-
ries were consistent with him 
being pushed or if he jumped 
because she did not have ac-
cess to police records, she said. 
Another potential explanation 
for Hubbard’s distance from 
the building is that, after im-
pact, he crawled to the loca-
tion where he was found by 
eyewitnesses. There is no evi-
dence in the available records 
to confirm any of the potential 
theories. 

Wayne Hubbard – Taylor’s 
father – told The Hatchet in 
June that his son never regained 
consciousness from the time the 
D.C. Fire Department arrived 
on scene, to when doctors took 
him off life support. 

Gwendolyn Crump, direc-
tor of the Office of Communica-

tions for MPD, said the case is 
still under investigation but ap-
pears “accidental.”

“The case is still being 
looked at, but it appears to 
have been an accidental death,” 
Crump said. “It is anticipated 
that we will soon cease inves-
tigating further unless new 
information is brought to our 
attention and warrants further 
action.”

On Wednesday, the Univer-
sity community came together 
to remember Hubbard at a 
vigil in Kogan Plaza. University 
President Steven Knapp said 
the loss of Hubbard is “tragic” 
for the University.

“All of us were terribly 
shocked and saddened by the 
death of our beloved student, 
Taylor Hubbard, on the very 
morning of Commencement, 
following his tragic fall the 
day before,” Knapp said. “I 
have personally heard many 
stories about Taylor’s warmth, 
intelligence and compassion 
that make his loss all the more 
painful.  On behalf of the entire 
George Washington commu-
nity, I extend my deepest con-
dolences to Taylor’s family and 
friends." u
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Arts
Caroline Bowman
Arts Editor
cbowman@gwhatchet.com

Hot Hot Heat 
plays at the Rock 
and Roll Hotel 
Friday. – $15

D.C. Blues Festival 
offers live music 
and workshops 
Saturday. – Free!

Folk artist Eilen 
Jewell plays at 
Iota Club & Cafe 
Saturday. – $12
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Kendra Poole
Contributing Editor
kpoole@gwhatchet.com H

Hidden among Gelman 
Library’s textbooks and 
scholarly journals is a small 
but growing collection of one 
of D.C.’s loudest and proud-
est cultural traditions – the 
International Counterculture 
Archive's D.C. punk rock col-
lection. 

The library’s D.C. punk 
rock collection features re-
cordings, memorabilia and 
DVDs of bands like Fugazi 
and Bad Brains. The project 
is the brainchild of Dr. Mark 
Yoffe, curator of the archive 
and a specialist at GW’s Glob-
al Resources Center, who be-
gan collecting memorabilia in 
1989 when he was a graduate 
student at the University of 
Michigan. 

Yoffe’s dissertation on 
the history and traditions of 
Soviet underground rock led 
to an examination of under-
ground music in America, 
which reached its peak in the 
1980s and was largely driven 
forward by bands from the 
District.

Ironically, Yoffe himself 
grew up listening to heady 
progressive rock bands like 
Pink Floyd, Procol Harum 
and Yes, a stark contrast to 
the simplicity, anger and do-
it-yourself ethos of punk rock. 
The “social ethic of punk,” as 
Yoffe described it, was a rejec-
tion of the “pompous, over-
produced” music of the 1970s. 
With simple, fast rhythms, 
three-chord progressions and 
a forceful political message, 
the punk movement Yoffe ar-
chives was like nothing that 
had come before it.

Though Yoffe began the 

archive in 1996, the D.C. punk 
collection is only four years 
old and, at about 90 items, 
still has plenty of growing to 
do. The collection developed 
from conversations Yoffe had 
with fellow Gelman librarian 
and local musician Tina Plot-
tel, and D.C. punk fixture Ian 
MacKaye, formerly of Fugazi 
and a co-founder of indie la-
bel Dischord Records.

Working with an ex-
tremely tight budget, Yoffe 
began the collection with a 
number of his own acquisi-
tions, mainly memorabilia he 

had collected over the years. 
Though he described Gelman 
as being “extremely sup-
portive” of the collection, the 
project is greatly restricted by 
a lack of funding, he said.

The majority of the collec-
tion is audio samplings, many 
of which are archival record-
ings MacKaye donated on the 
condition that they be made 
open to the public. There are 

also a small number of DVDs, 
manuscripts and other read-
ing materials, all of which are 
available to students on the 
first floor of Gelman.

Yoffe said the D.C. punk 
collection is truly unique 
and is of great interest to any 
GW student of history, music 
or both. No other library in 

the U.S. – except the Library 
of Congress, where Yoffe 
worked from 1992 to 1994 – 
has a collection of this kind, 
he said.

Citing a desire to add the 
work of more record labels to 
the collection, as well as the 
music of more world regions 
to the archive, Yoffe hopes to 

raise awareness of his work 
on campus. When not in his 
office on the seventh floor of 
Gelman, Yoffe is also an ad-
junct professor of Slavic lan-
guages and a regular lecturer 
for the music department.

Among music aficiona-
dos, the hardcore punk scene 
that rocked the D.C. under-

ground throughout the 1980s 
might seem like an anachro-
nism, a relic of a bygone era 
in political and music history. 
“Few bands sound like the 
Sex Pistols or Bad Brains to-
day,” Yoffe said, “[but] there’s 
no rock music in the world to-
day that exists without some 
degree of punk influence.” u

While some students 
may have fallen short of ful-
filling their summer projects, 
artists from GW and D.C. 
drew inspiration from their 
vacations to produce Class-
room 102’s current summer-
inspired exhibit in the Smith 
Hall of Art.

The exhibit, titled “Be-
tween Time: Fine Arts Sum-
mer Initiative,” runs until 
Sept. 9 and focuses on what 
D.C. artists produce in their 
free time, both within GW 
and beyond.

“We wanted to see what 
people could do without the 
pressures of class work,” 
said Brynne McBryde, an 
art history graduate student 
who helped organize the ex-
hibit. 

“The concept behind the 
exhibition was to give stu-
dents a space and parameters 
for exhibiting personal proj-
ects that were created over 
the summer,” said Katherine 
Sifers, another GW graduate 
student organizing the ex-
hibit. “We sent the exhibition 
prospectus as an open call to 
colleges and universities in 

the area.”
Sifers and McBryde, as 

well as fellow exhibit orga-
nizers Blair Bainbridge and 
Danielle O’Steen, hoped to 

extend Classroom 102 be-
yond GW and into the Dis-
trict’s artistic community. As 
a result, the exhibit features 
eight different artists, draw-

ing work from GW students 
and others, like D.C.-based 
artists Hyun Kyung Kim and 
Rachel Schechtman.

“Individual hanging 

and selection decisions were 
made during installation as 
well,” Bainbridge said. “We 
really wanted to see a dia-

logue develop between the 
artists involved.”

To enhance the dialogue 
aspect of the exhibit, a cura-
tor’s blog about the exhibi-
tion will run for the duration 
of the exhibit. Exhibition or-
ganizers said both the blog 
and the general concept of 
the show reflect the nature 

of Classroom 102.
“Classroom 102 is un-

usual in that it allows stu-
dents almost total control 
of a university space,” said 
McBryde. “Students plan 
and promote every show 
that goes up, so it really op-
erates as an autonomous fo-
rum.”

Initially created as a way 
to showcase the work of GW 
students and Master of Fine 
Arts theses, the space is now 
a staple on the Foggy Bottom 
Campus and draws attention 
to the artistic community at 
GW.

Like the GW and non-
GW artists on display, the 
curators in charge of blog-
ging have the opportunity 
for exposure on a public lev-
el by uniting participants of 
the exhibit through the sheer 
transparency Classroom 102 
offers.

“We wanted to bring to-
gether GW artists with stu-
dents from other schools, to 
show the range of work be-
ing made in the D.C. area,” 
O’Steen said. “The gallery is 
really a dynamic space where 
most things are possible, and 
where GWU’s creativity is 
always on display.” u

Ashley-lynn Goldstein | hAtChet PhotoGrAPher
Visitors to Classroom 102's latest exhibit, "Between Time: Fine Arts Summer Initiative," can view the work 
of GW and local artists in Smith Hall of Art exhibit space.

d.C. punk rock lives on at Gelman
Counterculture archive holds relics of the District's music history

Classroom 102 unites GW, d.C. art community
by MArielle Mondon
Senior Staff Writer

''

''
"We wanted to see 
what people could 

do without the 
pressures of class 

work."

Brynne McBryde 
Event Organizer and 

Graduate Student

by jAred Brenner
Hatchet Reporter

Ashley-lynn Goldstein| hAtChet PhotoGrAPher
International Counterculture Archive curator and adjunct professor of Slavic languages Mark Yoffe holds up memorabilia of the punk rock col-
lection in Gelman Library. The punk rock collection has been in the works since 2006.''

''

There's no rock 
music in the world 
today that exists 

without some 
degree of punk 

influence.

Mark yoffe
International 

Counterculture Archive 
Curator
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On-call waiters and bar-
tenders needed for evening/
weekend work. 

Applicants should pos-
sess professionalism, good 
presentation and communi-
cation skills, and desire to 
provide a positive experi-
ence for the client.

Rates start at $16/hour.  A 
standard black tuxedo is 
required. 

Visit www.catering.com for 
the Independent Contrac-
tor Data Sheet ("Contact 
Us" then "Employment").  
Email to hr@catering.com 
or fax to 703-519-8221.

Windows Catering Com-
pany has established a 
national reputation for 

exceptional food, creativity, 
and presentation combined 
with outstanding service. 
Windows provides full-
service catering, party 
planning, and event man-
agement services for social 
events, wedding receptions, 
and corporate entertaining.

Looking for a highly mo-
tivated individual to work 
for Sr. Vice President at 
Morgan Stanley. Intern-
ship requires someone who 
follows global financial 
markets. Contact: robert.
barcellona@morganstanley.
com

 2141 I Street, on campus. 
Front Desk, with 24 hour 
security. On site laundry. 
Studio, ready for move in. 
One year lease, one months 
security deposit. One time 
move in fee $125. Contact 
Victor (202)316-0313

Across
1 Take in
6 With 55-Down,

where to get
oysters

9 Big East team
14 Decorative fabric
15 Milk source
16 “Be-Bop-___”
17 Enchanted world

in “Return of the
Jedi”

18 Golf
groundskeepersʼ
tools

20 Added
conditions

21 Reservoirs
22 Broncosʼ home,

once
26 “What did I tell

you?”
27 Stopover
28 “Nice!”
29 Prefix with -

nomial
30 [Snap snap]
31 Unilever soap

brand
32 Rural musical

instruments

33 Chefʼs hat
36 Here/there

separator
37 “The Basement

___” (1975
Dylan album)

38 Rest on
39 Internet giant
40 Flying Tiger Line

hub, for short
41 Mauna ___
42 Tach measure
43 It came out of

Ciceroʼs mouth
44 Rested
47 Place for an

N.H.L. logo
51 Roseau is its

capital
52 Blue-roofed

chain
53 “Keep your eyes

open!”
55 Battle of Blue

Licks fighter,
1782

56 Showed
57 “Baudolino”

novelist
58 Napping

59 River through
Glasgow

60 To be, in Baja
61 Moves, briefly

Down
1 Starting groups
2 ___ Walsh,

N.B.A. executive
3 With 44-Down,

educational
stage … or a
hint to the
contents of 18-,
22-, 47- and 53-
Across

4 “The potʼs all
yours”

5 Dutch painter
Gerard ___
Borch

6 Bow out
7 Inundated
8 Fell apart, as a

deal
9 Casino chain

founder William
F. ___

10 Chan portrayer
in film

11 Has some
laughs

12 Bath suds?
13 Carrier that had

a pioneering
transpolar route

19 Get clean 
21 Quitting time in

Québec, maybe
23 Cow cover
24 Press
25 Whiff
30 Worded
31 Titter in a tweet
32 N.F.L. team with

teal jerseys, for
short

33 Rash treatment
34 High-pitched

wind
35 Bind
36 Some

contenders
37 Shout made with

a raised arm
39 Fourth of 12

40 “Mi Vida ___,”
gritty 1994
drama set in
L.A.

42 Like “King Kong”
and “Psycho”

43 Airplane heading
44 See 3-Down
45 Hoopster

Mourning

46 Plain homes?
48 Flirted (with)
49 Sorceress on the

island of Aeaea
50 ___ Oro
53 Kind of fly, for

short
54 Up to, quickly
55 See 6-Across
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Across

1 Pet welfare org.
5 Nobel Peace

Prize city
9 This puzzle has

78
14 Georgetown

athlete
15 Stack-serving

chain, for short
16 Slowly, on a

score
17 The whole ___
19 Pindar, notably
20 Had a bug
21 Mementos of a

caning
23 Autodomʼs

Beetle is one,
slangily

25 The whole ___
30 Double curve
31 Nail-biting

margin of victory
34 William Jennings

Bryan, for one
35 Regain

consciousness
suddenly

37 React to a
crowing rooster,
say

38 The whole ___
42 Twosome
43 Raptorʼs

grippers
44 Lover in a

Shakespeare
title

47 Cabinet position:
Abbr.

48 Bʼway success
sign

51 The whole ___
53 Ran through, as

a credit card
55 Expels forcefully
58 Battery terminal
59 Subtly suggest
63 The whole ___
65 Shampoo brand
66 Rock musicʼs

Rush, for one
67 Revivalists,

informally
68 Potterʼs potions

professor

69 What the sun
does at dusk

70 This, in Toledo

Down
1 Bundle, as

wheat
2 Track bettors

play them
3 Presoak, wash

and rinse
4 Sounded content
5 Salad bar

bowlful
6 Clarinetist Artie
7 Prospectorʼs

strike
8 Gems from

Australia
9 Ninth-inning

hurler, often
10 Took charge
11 Prefix with -form
12 U.F.O. crew
13 Sighter of pink

elephants
18 “Beats me!”
22 Even if, briefly
24 Vehicle on a

trailer, perhaps
26 St. ___

(Caribbean hot
spot)

27 Suffix with
problem

28 Munch on chips,
say

29 College sr.ʼs test
32 Rotisserie rod
33 Lab burners of

old
35 Biblical sin city
36 Gawk at
38 Align

39 “Hell ___ no fury
…”

40 Around-the-
house footwear,
for short

41 Nonetheless
42 “___ Boot”
45 Get cozy
46 Talk, talk, talk
48 Future ferns

49 Mark of a rifleʼs
laser sight

50 “The Battleship
Potemkin” port

52 Most Monopoly
income

54 Totally absurd
56 Electricianʼs

hookup
57 Foul mood

59 Modern
navigation tool,
for short

60 Directional suffix
61 ___ Party

movement
62 Tour de France

peak
64 Auroraʼs

counterpart

Puzzle by Mike Torch

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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C O U R T E N E Y C O X
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GWMarketplace
www.gwmarketplace.com (202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Phone: (202) 994-7079        Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.  

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW 
students and faculty.  

Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per 
word beyond that.

All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the 
internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our 
office.  An extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and 
Discover, as well as cash and check through our office.
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STUDENT HOUSING
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