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OPINIONS 
Redefining diversity on campus
Contributing opinions editor Annu Subramanian 
discusses the need to make diversity a priority. • Page 4

'Oleanna' leaves questions unanswered
The controversial play tackles issues of power and sexual 
assault. • Page 6

Reflecting Pool to close for repairs
Pool near the Lincoln Memorial will close for two 
years to receive new filtration system. • Page 3

ANC members appeal club's liquor license
Members say rowdy patrons disturb area. 
• Page 3

ARTS

SA disbands Rules 
Committee in 
raucous meeting
Passes second bill to 
promote outreach to 
student organizations.
• Page 3

Neal wins two 
A-10 rookie 
nods  
Freshman Alex Neal 
finds success early 
on the field. 
• Page 8

SPORTS NEWS

ProPalestine

CatherIne fInsness | hatChet photographer
Students for Justice in Palestine held a protest in University Yard Monday against Israeli settlements in the West Bank, Palestine. Sophomore Adam 
Akkad holds up the Palestinian flag during the protest.

Univ. adds 
$2 million 
to financial 
aid pool

The University added $2 million to 
the undergraduate financial aid pool 
and is reevaluating its communication 
strategy between students and financial 
aid counselors, after 400 undergraduate 
students saw hefty decreases in their aid 
packages this year.

A majority of the students who saw 
a drop in aid were selected by the De-
partment of Education for an audit – a 
routine procedure to determine whether 
or not a student’s reported financial sit-
uation is accurate – and said they were 
unaware that they had to submit addi-
tional documents in order to satisfy the 
review. 

By the time the students realized 
they were missing documents, it was 
too late, and GW's $148 million aid pool 
had already been doled out.

University personnel reminded 
students of the application deadline 
last April via e-mail, emphasizing the 
importance of consistently checking 
GWeb, which changes to reflect new re-
quirements. 

Administrators also sent monthly re-
minders to students if documents were 
missing from their applications. 

The financial aid office is exploring 
other ways to decrease the frequency of 
similarly missed deadlines in the future, 
including granting parents access to fi-
nancial aid accounts and sending week-
ly reminders for students to check their 
application statuses online, Dan Small, 
the associate vice president of the finan-
cial aid office, said. 

Robert Chernak, senior vice provost 
and senior vice president for Student 
and Academic Support Services, said 
between 45 and 60 students are still lob-
bying forbetween $5,000 and $8,000 in 
additional aid. He added that the Uni-
versity is committed to ensuring that 
these students are able to stay at the 
University. 

“What we don’t want is someone 
who has come to GW in good faith, 
knowing what their circumstances were 
and then fallen on hard times,” Chernak 

by Chelsea radler
Senior Staff Writer

Seniors to vote on class gift options
The Class of 2011 will be-

gin casting votes next week on 
whether to direct its annual gift 
to support a sustainability fund, 
scholarships, a business plan 
competition or undergraduate 
research.

Chosen by members of the 
Senior class gift committee, the 
four options are reflective of Uni-
versity President Steven Knapp’s 
priorities for GW. 

The Senior Class Gift Com-
mittee comprises about 45 mem-
bers who compile a list of po-

tential gift ideas. The committee 
presents the list to the University, 
which then suggests which ideas 
would be the most feasible, but 
the committee makes the final 

call on which options to present 
to students.

The Ron Howard Scholarship 
fund gives money to students 
who find themselves suddenly 

unable to pay GW's tuition. Last 
fiscal year, 8 students utilized the 
fund. The Green Campus fund 
is a $2 million dollar pool used 
to  finance sustainablity projects. 
The Gamow research  program 
allows undergraduates to con-
duct research. About 35 to 40 
students apply to the fellowship 
each year. 

The yet-to-be-named business 
competition is an annual contest 
where students submit business 
plans. One-hundred and eleven 
students entered the contest last 
year. 

by raChel getzenberg
Hatchet Reporter

Bill Hulse, the president of the In-
terfraternity Council, resigned from 
his position Tuesday night, weeks after 
several fraternity presidents called for 
his removal.

Hulse announced his resignation 
during the Interfraternity Presidents’ 
Council meeting but offered few de-
tails on why he left office, meeting at-
tendees said. He left directly after mak-
ing the announcement. 

Controversy surrounding Hulse's 
leadership arose earlier this month, 
when seven fraternity presidents 
signed a letter calling for Hulse’s re-
moval and accused him of abusing the 
position. They subsequently dropped 
their efforts to remove him, deciding 
to “regroup” and set new priorities for 
the IFC instead.

According to a meeting attendee, 
Hulse, a member of Pi Kappa Phi, said 
resigning was the best option for him. 
Another president said he thought 
Hulse might resign, but was still sur-
prised by the announcement.

Student Activities Center Director 
Tim Miller said he is not aware of any 
time in the past where an IFC president 

IFC president 
resigns amid 
scandal

About 20 members of the College 
Republicans will head to Delaware 
this weekend in a last-minute attempt 
to gather up support for the trailing 
Republican Senate hopeful Christine 
O’Donnell.

O’Donnell currently trails her com-
petitor by about 18 percentage points, 
according to RealClearPolitics. The tea 
party candidate has garnered a signifi-
cant amount of negative press cover-
age for her controversial comments 
about “dabbling in witchcraft” and her 
opposition to masturbation.  

To spark a stronger turnout for the 
canvassing trip, a message was sent 
over the CR’s e-mail listserv Monday 
night promising attendees “$50, free 
food, transportation, and lodging at a 
beautiful hotel in Delaware.”

The e-mail said the College Repub-
licans were “DESPERATELY looking 
for people to sign up for the campaign 
trip” and that the student organization 
would receive $2,000 if it gathered 30 

The controversial church that 
protests military funerals is staging 
a demonstration on campus next 
month, and instead of greeting the 
demonstrators with signs and jeers, 
a group of students is seeking to 
turn the protest into a human rights 
fundraiser. 

Freshman Daniel Wein and ju-
nior Daniel Reade created the orga-
nization Transcend Hate in early Oc-
tober in an effort to collect money to 
donate to the groups the Westboro 
Baptist Church targets. The WBC 
will head to Foggy Bottom Nov. 11. 

So far, the students have col-
lected upwards of $3,000, and think 
they’ll get another $2,000 by the end 
of this week. The money has come 
from over two dozen donors giv-
ing an average of $120 each, and the 
Kappa Sigma fraternity has pledged 
$1,000 to support the cause. 

“We didn’t like the idea of re-
sponding to noise with more noise, 
responding to yelling with yelling,” 
Wein said. “We didn’t really feel like 

CRs head to 
Delaware for 
controversial 
O'Donnell

Group seeks to make protest positive
Fundraiser at 
Westboro protest will 
benefit human rights

franCIs rIVera | hatChet staff photographer
Freshman Daniel Wein founded Transcend Hate in an effort to raise 
money for groups that the Westboro Baptist Church targets.
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by MadeleIne Morgenstern
Campus News Editor

by Cory WeInberg
Hatchet Reporter

by Ian fenger
Hatchet Reporter

3) Funding for undergraduate 
research (Gamow Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship Program)
4) Undergraduate award 
for the GW Business Plan 
Competition (Will be named in 
honor of the Class of 2011)

Donation Options:
1) Emergency 
scholarships for students 
(Ron Howard Scholarship 
Fund)
2) Support for sustainable 
campus projects (Green 
Campus Fund)
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GW license plates for 
sale in D.C., Va., Md.

IN BRIEf

H

Tent City
Students will sleep outside during Amnesty 
International’s overnight demonstration 
against homelessness. Speakers and 
activities will present homelessness as a 
human rights issue. 
Kogan Plaza • 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.

Oktoberfest
The German Club and Program 
Board will sponsor a celebration of 
German culture complete with free 
food, alcoholic drinks for students 
ages 21+ and entertainment. 
Anniversary Park • 2 to 5 p.m.

Thursday Friday
New Media Development in the 
former Soviet Union
Journalists and development practitioners 
working in the former Soviet Union will discuss 
the role of new media in building civil society and 
mediating crises. 
Lindner Family Commons • 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Rock Climbing with GW 
TRAiLS
Join GW TRAiLS at Nelson Rocks 
in West Virginia for a day of rock 
climbing.
Meet at the Marvin Center 
Great Hall • 8 p.m.

Saturday

ON ThE WEB www.gwhatchet.com

VIDEO
Anti-Israel Protest

Students protested in support of 
Palestine in University Yard Monday.

VIDEO
College Republicans vs. College Dems

The two student groups duked it out in a 
debate over the economy Monday evening.

SLIDEShOW
Haiti after the quake

Poet Kwame Dawes and three journalists 
discuss ways to improve the country.

OCTOBER

jORDAN EMONT | hATChET STAff PhOTOGRAPhER
Dorie Ain, senior assistant director of admissions,  receives a flu shot during a clinic in the Marvin Center Wednesday. The University is sponsoring six 
clinics between now and Nov. 4 to vaccinate students from the contagious illness. A shot costs $10 and can be paid with cash, check or GWorld.

Sunday

Colonials can showcase their buff 
and blue pride while driving, since the 
University has created custom GW li-
cense plates.

The plates, emblazoned with “GW 
Colonials” on the side and “The George 
Washington University” on the bottom, 
are available for any vehicle registered 
in D.C., Maryland or Virginia.

“Many alumni have let us know that 
they want to show their GW pride with 
special license plates,” said Julia Co-
plan, alumni benefits coordinator for 
the GW Alumni Association. “We’ve 
worked hard with the DMVs in each 
state to make this possible.”

GW license plates have been avail-
able in Maryland since 1993, but the 
D.C. and Virginia plate programs were 
only recently launched this past sum-
mer. Prices vary by state but cost around 
$100, Coplan said, adding that 36 Vir-
ginia plates have been on sale since the 
summer.

University President Steven Knapp 
said he bought a D.C. plate for his 
own car, with the license plate number 
“0016” to represent his tenure as the 
University’s 16th president.

–Ashley Larkin

In "Be Wiser Day stresses respon-
sible alcohol consumption," (Oct. 14, 
2010), The Hatchet incorrectly said Stu-
dent Judicial Services was a sponsor of 
the Be Wiser event. The Center for Alco-
hol and other Drug Education was the 
sole sponsor.

CORRECTION
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D.C. residents should take a 
last look at the reflecting pool this 
month, as the site is set to close in 
November for about two years.

The pool will undergo a $31.6 
million upgrade that entails in-
stalling a filtration system. 

“[The] Reflecting Pool Project 
is one of the larger projects na-
tionwide” that the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 has approved, said Bill Line, 
a spokesman for the National 
Park Service. The ARRA is better 
known as the stimulus package. 

Line said the project may take 
two years to complete as contrac-
tors must study the conditions of 
the 80-year-old stones surround-
ing the Reflecting Pool.

The pool will receive a filtra-
tion system, which will help keep 
the water clean. Currently, the 
pool does not have an adequate 
filtration system, and buildup of 
animal waste in the stagnant wa-
ter often creates an unpleasant 
smell on the National Mall, espe-
cially in the summer month.

“Its features will be similar 
to that of a regular pool in that 
the water will circulate just like a 
regular pool, but it is not a swim-
ming pool and is not to be swum 

in,” Line said.
The pathway around the pool 

where visitors walk – called the 
social trail – will be wider when 
the project is completed and will 
be made of flat stone, similar to 
the stones at the Jefferson Memo-
rial. 

In order to complete this part 
of the renovation, the site will be 
temporarily shut down from tour-
ists. Line said this is for the safety 
of the public, because there will 
be heavy machinery in use and 

therefore it won’t be safe around 
the construction site. 

Gregory Welsh of Cumming, 
Ga., said he visited the Reflecting 
Pool during the Vietnam War for a 
rally and also in 1984 for a Beach 
Boys concert.

Though visitors aren’t allowed 
to enter the pool, Welsh remem-
bered some people dipping their 
feet in during the concert. He said 
the upcoming renovations would 
make the pool look pretty and 
healthier. u

The Student Association voted to 
disband the committee tasked with 
approving SA appointees Tuesday, 
giving the body's procedural over-
sight powers to the full legislature 
instead.

Sponsored by first-year graduate 
student Sen. Will Rone, the Senate 
voted to remove the SA Rules Com-
mittee – which mainly oversees in-
ternal and procedural issues with the 
SA Senate – and reassigned its jobs 
to the full Senate. It will take effect at 
the end of the school year when the 
SA transitions its leadership in May.

“It seemed to me a shame that 
one-fourth of the Senate was divvied 
into a committee that strictly handled 
internal and procedural issues. And 
on top of that, it is a committee with 
very few mandated responsibilities 
after screening the freshmen senator 
candidates,” Rone said.

The vote replaced the committee 
with a “leadership” committee, head-
ed by a chairman pro tempore and a 
vice chair, comprising the chairs and 
vice chairs of the remaining standing 
committees.

“Having more senators in com-
mittee meetings, listening and talk-
ing about the issues, will address the 
issues better and more efficiently,” 
Rone said.

The SA also passed the Student 

Organization Outreach Bill, which 
mandates that senators regularly 
reach out and become liaisons to stu-
dent organizations.

“We don’t get in touch with stu-
dent orgs as much as we should be,” 
Senate Chief of Staff Bradley Dlatt 
said. “This bill allows the senate to 
truly serve as a liaison to the student 
body, find out what issues matter to 
them and help them solve their prob-
lems."

The bill requires senators to meet 

with specific assigned organizations 
throughout the year, spreading re-
sponsibility for advocacy throughout 
the entire senate.

“This has been a long time com-
ing,” Dlatt, who is also a Hatchet 
columnist, said. “The SA will truly 
be responsible to the entire student 
body.”

With the passage of the two bills, 
senators agreed that the SA is draw-
ing more attention to efforts that di-
rectly benefit students.

“The goal is to ultimately create a 
legislative agenda for each semester 
based on the expressed concerns and 
ideas of student organization lead-
ers,” Sen. John Bennett, ESIA-U said. 
“For too long, senators have used 
their positions to either neglect any 
responsibilities they have, or to pur-
sue their own personal agenda. With 
the passage of this bill, senators will 
be forced to bring initiatives to the 
senate that originate with the student 
organizations they represent.”

A third bill was also proposed 
Tuesday, but failed after a debate 
devolved into a shouting match. 

Sen. Jason Kaplan, CCAS-U, 
proposed the Accountability Act of 
2010 – a bill he envisioned after a 
conflict with SA President Jason Lif-
ton earlier this month.  

The Accountability Act was in-
tended to hold SA officials account-
able to their constituents by requir-
ing them to submit a monthly report 
of what senators had been working 
on outside of SA meetings.

“By creating a new responsibil-
ity of senators to document what 
they’re doing outside of meetings, 
we would have been able to record 
this information for future senates to 
use,” Student Life Committee Chair 
Dylan Pyne, CCAS-U, said. “This 
would have increased productivity 
and efficiency.”

Speaking on behalf of the SA 
Rules Committee, Kaplan argued 
that the “SA has existed too long as 
a ‘do-nothing organization,’” not-
ing that this bill would represent the 
needs and desires of the students, 
while keeping all senators active.

However, a majority of the sen-
ate disagreed with Kaplan.

“This bill makes the SA more of 
a bureaucracy than it was before,” 
Sen. Travis Holler, ESIA-U, said. 
“Students resent us because of this, 
we do not need to add more. This is 
just a waste of time.”

Kaplan countered that “ignorant 
comments” like Holler’s are what 
cause students to hate the SA.

In the end, only Rules Com-
mittee Chair Amanda Galonek, 
CCAS-U, Pyne and Kaplan voted 
to pass it. u

Foggy Bottom-area residents 
are protesting a K Street club’s right 
to serve liquor, saying noisy club-
goers are lowering residential prop-
erty values and affecting the quality 
of life in the area. 

All six members of the Foggy 
Bottom and West End Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission ob-
jected last week to the Shadow 
Room’s request to renew its liquor 
license and to extend a license to a 
second club. Residents have cited 
fights between club patrons and an 
assault on a Metropolitan Police De-
partment officer as reasons the club 
should be banned from serving al-
cohol.

The ANC and Shadow Room 
have a voluntary agreement gov-
erning the club’s operation hours 
and other measures, but ANC Com-
missioner Florence Harmon said 
Shadow Room’s owners are circum-
venting the agreement by trying 
to open a second club on the floor 
below Shadow Room, called Sanc-
tuary 21.

Harmon and four other resi-
dents filed a petition this month 
with the D.C. Court of Appeals to 
reverse the D.C. Alcoholic Beverage 
Regulation Administration’s Aug. 
4 decision granting Sanctuary 21 a 
liquor license.

Shadow Room’s liquor license 
applies to the first and basement 
floors of the property, Harmon said, 
so a new liquor license for San-
cutary 21 would violate the ANC 
voluntary agreement that limits the 
club’s occupancy to 300 patrons on 
both floors.

But ABRA officials maintain 
the second license does not violate 
the agreement, saying that Shadow 
Room’s license only applies to the 
first floor, and have told residents 
their arguments are flawed, accord-
ing to ABRA documents. 

Swaptak Das, Shadow Room’s 
president and chief executive, 
said the ANC commissioners have 
treated Shadow Room fairly, but 
described relations with some com-
missioners as tense.

“It’s legally clear that we have 
the right to go after a separate li-
quor license downstairs, there are 
[residents] just saying that no, we’re 
not going to allow it,” Das said.

ABRA is set to hold a hear-
ing Nov. 22 to determine Shadow 
Room’s fate, but Harmon said 
there’s a chance this date could be 
pushed back since the ANC could 
file a petition in opposition.

At the ANC meeting, Harmon 
said the noise in the alley behind 
Shadow Room has caused com-
plaints from residents in apartment 
buildings like hers.

“Patrons coming into the alley 
and making a lot of noise – it really 
reverberates,” Harmon said.

Chris Labas, one of the indi-
viduals who is petitioning ABRA’s 
decision to give a license to Sanctu-
ary 21, said Thursday that the area 
around Shadow Room is a “night-
mare.”

“Ever since it’s opened, nothing 
has changed. Everything that has 
gone wrong continues to go wrong, 
and we still feel it. Every Thursday, 
every Friday, every Saturday,” La-
bas said.

Das said any incidents at Shad-
ow Room are documented by the 
police detail the club hires to patrol 
the area. 

“Every 251 [police report] gets 
investigated, and an ABRA investi-
gator follows through with it, that’s 
just due process. You cannot convict 
on due process, but after the due 
process has been complete, we have 
had no reprimands, nothing [from 
ABRA],” Das said.

Con Hitchcock, the attorney for 
the five individuals, said ABRA will 
now send the case record to court. 
After briefs are filed by the parties, 
the case will be argued before a pan-
el of three judges in 2011.  

Das said he wasn’t concerned 
about the petition filed. 

“I have full faith in ABRA and 
I’m not really that concerned. It’s 
now I think a matter of the ABRA 
Board against the residents.” u

Drug Law VioLatioN
10/12/10 – 12:43 a.m.
Location: Fulbright Hall 
Case closed
The University Police Depart-
ment responded to assist an 
administrative search. GW 
Housing Programs conducted 
a search and found 2.26 grams 
of marijuana, drug parapherna-
lia and alcohol. 
–Referred to Student Judicial 

Services

DisorDerLy CoNDuCt
10/12/10 – 11:37 a.m. 
Location: Gelman Library
Case closed

UPD responded to a report of 
an individual yelling at students 
and patrons of the Gelman Li-
brary. The subject was escorted 
off of GW property. 
–Subject barred from campus

10/13/10 – 11:25 p.m.
Location: Eckles Library 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report 
of a student kicking the wall 
because occupants of the ad-
joining room were making too 
much noise. The student inad-
vertently kicked a hole in the 
wall. 

–Referred to SJS

10/14/10 – 12:15 p.m. 
Location: Medical Faculty 

Associates Building
Case closed
Officers responded to a report 
of a patient who became loud 
and disorderly with staff mem-
bers. Officers contacted the 
Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment, who were already in the 
area and had been previously 
called by the patient. 

–Referred to Metropolitan 
Police Department

robbery
10/13/10 – 6:30 a.m.
Location: Off campus 
Case closed
UPD encountered MPD of-
ficers who had responded to 
a robbery near 25th and H 
streets. The complainant re-

ported to MPD that a subject 
took her purse and fled the 
area. 

–Referred to MPD

theft 
10/14/10 – 1 p.m.
Location: University Mall 
Case open
A student reported to UPD that 
he secured his bicycle to a 
fence and it was missing upon 
his return. 

–Open case

Liquor Law VioLatioN
10/15/10 – 1:40 a.m.
Location: Public property on 
campus
Case closed
UPD officers observed an in-

toxicated student exit a cab 
in front of Thurston Hall and 
enter the lobby. She was as-
sessed and transported to GW 
Hospital. 

–Referred to SJS

10/17/10 – 1:56 a.m. 
Location: Guthridge Hall 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of 
loud noise. Officers made con-
tact with the occupants of the 
room and observed alcohol 
in plain view. All of the alcohol 
was disposed of. 

–Referred to SJS

uNLawfuL eNtry
10/17/10 – 3:45 p.m.
Location: University Mall 

Case closed
UPD observed, apprehended 
and arrested a subject who 
was previously barred from 
GW property. 

–Closed by arrest

frauD
10/17/10 – 9:15 p.m.
Location: Off campus 
Case closed
A student reported to UPD 
that she had her wallet on 
an Amtrak train and later no-
ticed it was missing. She also 
noticed that unauthorized 
charges were made to her 
credit card. 
–Referred to outside agency

–Compiled by Sydney Green

CRIME LOG

LaureN sChNeiDer | hatChet photographer
In response to years of complaints over the appearance and smell of the Reflecting 
Pool, the tourist location will close in November for renovations. 

by biLikisu aDeyemi
Hatchet Reporter

Pool will close for 
two years to receive 
filtration system

Reflecting Pool to close for repairs

Sa Senate disbands Rules committee in raucous meeting

by jamie bLyNN
Hatchet Staff Writer

fraNCis riVera | hatChet staff photographer
SA Sen. Travis Holler, ESIA-U, center, disagreed Tuesday with a proposed bill that would require SA Senators to submit monthly reports 
about their work outside of the Senate. Holler, pictured at a Senate meeting earlier this month, said the bill is a 'waste of time.' 

"Its features will be 
similar to that of a regular 

pool in that the water 
will circulate just like a 

regular pool, but it is not a 
swimming pool and is not 

to be swum in."

Bill line
National Park Service

aNc members appeal 
nightclub's liquor license 

by amy D'oNofrio
Metro News Editor

Passes second bill to 
promote outreach to 
student organizations

Residents allege club 
negatively affects 
quality of life in area  

photo Courtesy of the NatioNaL park serViCe
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Honest, not honorary, equality

QuotablE "Its features will be similar to that of a regular pool in that the water will circulate 
just like a regular pool, but it is not a swimming pool and is not to be swum in."
  –Bill Line, a spokesman for the National Park Service, on the Reflecting Pool's upgrades
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Campaigning with cauldrons
by Devereaux Sterrette

If our school is really concerned 
about improving the multicul-
tural atmosphere on campus 

then it is not doing enough, and the 
efforts it does take are not directed 
toward the real source 
of the issue. 

And then we won-
der why finding har-
mony in diversity on 
this campus remains so 
elusive.

This is largely 
because the attitude 
about race coursing 
through the campus’ 
bloodstream is well-in-
tentioned but woefully 
misdirected. And that’s 
not the student body’s 
fault. That’s right, admin, I’m talk-
ing to you.

Before I continue, I should clar-
ify a few points: 1) I do not believe 
that our school should find solace 
or grief in numbers alone. 2) Con-
cerns regarding racial inequality at 
GW will not become outdated just 
because national demographics 
dictate that the U.S. will likely be-
come a minority-majority country. 
3) If you do not immediately see a 
troubling homogeneity in the racial 
makeup of our school, it’s time you 
put down the GW brochures and 
take a walk around campus.

To make this a school where all 
races and ethnicities feel welcome 
requires more than multicultural 
festivals and the notable but cur-
rently minimal efforts of the GW 
Council on Diversity and Inclu-
sion. I talked about this with Paul 
Gorski, founder of EdChange, an 
organization that provides tools 
and consultation for educational 

institutions seeking to diversify 
their campuses.

“The people with the most 
power need the most develop-
ment,” he said. 

The first step to 
fostering a more bona 
fide sense of equality, 
he says, is to find the 
power brokers on cam-
pus – the administra-
tors, faculty, professors 
and board members 
— and enact equality-
focused policy and 
training. This includes 
rewriting university 
policies to include an 
explicit dedication to 
equity, requiring that 

professors revisit their curricula 
and teaching styles to remove im-
plicitly racist methods and main-
taining checks on the workings of 
the school through that lens. 

Most schools are keen to create 
task forces and post stock photos 
of multicultural groups on their 
websites, but few are willing to 
perform a policy and curriculum 
review that requires a comprehen-
sive dedication to racial equality.

If the school advocates for di-
versity at the infrastructural level, 
its efforts will be more authentic 
than any council or multicultural 
festival.

Naturally, the school must 
work to foster a sense of inclu-
siveness among members of the 
student body, but with all due re-
spect to my fellow students, we are 
more disposable than the faculty. 
While we are cycled in and out of 
GW in four years, some professors 
and administrators spend decades 

here. Their influence on this cam-
pus lasts longer and, arguably, it 
more visibly dictates our Univer-
sity’s views on racial equity.

The University president's 
Council for Diversity and Inclu-
sion can spearhead these adminis-
trative reviews, but for that it needs 
the authority to hold the school ac-
countable. The president’s council 
should team up with the Multicul-
tural Student Services Center to 
move the MSSC from a program-
ming office to a hub for interracial 
discussion and institutional prog-
ress. They can jointly administer 
surveys to the student body, pro-
vide data on racial demographics 
and host opportunities for students 
to share grievances or suggestions 
on how best to improve the atmo-
sphere on campus.

A friend recently asked me 
why racial diversity on campus 
is so important. The answer is not 
how much better our school will 
appear nationally if we are more 
multicultural. The answer is not 
even that racial demographics in 
higher education should reflect na-
tional statistics.  

A university is an ecosystem 
that thrives solely on the refrac-
tion of ideas. As such, a univer-
sity should doggedly pursue every 
means it can to equip itself with as 
wide-ranging an array of voices as 
possible. 

That’s why GW should make 
a more honest and less honorary 
effort to improve the multicultural 
atmosphere on campus. It’s a mat-
ter of keeping GW alive. 

–The writer, a sophomore majoring 
in journalism, is The Hatchet's 

contributing opinions editor.

Annu 
Subramanian 

Contributing  
Editor

A little under two weeks from 
Election Day, several things 
seem to be becoming fairly ob-

vious. The majority of the American 
people have decided that President 
Barack Obama and the Democrats’ 
expensive big-government policies 

are egregious. The economy is not 
recovering. 

But let’s zero in on something 
that might carry a bit more salience 
for us on campus – what exactly hap-
pened to Obama’s young student 
supporters?

A new Associated Press-mtvU 
poll shows that only 44 percent of col-
lege students across the country ap-
prove of Obama’s job performance. 
In May of 2009, his support was at 60 
percent. These numbers now put col-
lege students in line with the national 
mood about the president. And let’s 
be honest: At the campus town hall 
last week at GW, the audience mem-
bers looked less than excited, or at 
least nothing compared to the energy 
seen around campus in 2008. 

I referred to this phenomenon of 
falling support last fall – although 
now it seems much more pronounced 
– as the “Obama hangover.” 

Young voters did not rally around 
Obama and the Democrats in that 
election in support of his liberal, big-
spending economic policies. Rather, 
Obama’s campaign represented 
something markedly less policy-ori-
ented, a departure from the socially 
conservative nature of American 
politics that educated young people 
saw as retrograding back to their ide-
als. The election of a black president 
signified a final condemnation of the 
racist elements of our past; a progres-
sive Congress would intelligently 
discuss issues like global warming 
on the merits of science and not petty 
ignorance; a less religiously oriented 
administration would help America 
move into the 21st century. Above all, 
Obama’s commitment to a post-par-
tisan, calmer and more cordial Wash-
ington would take Americans away 
from the divisive politics of the past 
two decades and move us into a new 
century, one where we can begin to 
solve our problems. 

The overarching theme of 
Obama’s campaign – the post-parti-
san one – has failed miserably. The 
Democrats took advantage of the 
national mood to launch a lurch-
ing, left-wing economic agenda that 
Americans, from the start, had little 
appetite for. This may have pleased 
our more liberal friends, but some 
young people questioned if they re-
ally signed up for what Congress 
was feeding them. Yet, those on the 
left could hardly be celebratory, for 
while their economic agenda was 
unfolding, their frustrations over the 
escalating war in Afghanistan were 
mounting.

Political partisanship has reached 
a fever pitch in Washington, where 
Americans’ relationship with gov-
ernment is being hotly debated and 
aggressively changed.

On top of all of this, the number 
one issue on voters' minds, the econo-
my, has been a damper. Obama’s eco-
nomic policy has not worked. Young 
people, ever wary of graduation, stu-
dent loan payments and job hunting, 
are becoming increasingly frustrated 
and disappointed by a government 
that is failing to fix the situation, with-
out seeming to care. 

This, of course, isn’t all Obama’s 
fault. But Obama has done little to 
prevent this mess from happening. 
If the president is relying on young 
people to propel him to victory again, 
he needs to look at the smoldering 
rubble that will be his party Nov. 3, 
and begin to govern on the principles 
that our generation expected from 
him to begin with.  

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
political communication, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

I have an experiment for you.
Ask some of your friends 

what they think about the Sci-
ence and Engineering Complex, 
the estimated $275 mil-
lion behemoth expan-
sion project that was 
approved by the Board 
of Trustees last Friday. I 
guarantee you will find 
two distinct philoso-
phies on the subject. 

Some students will 
live and die by the idea 
that specialization is 
key. Do what you do 
best. At GW, this usu-
ally means politics, 
business and law. 

Others will argue that you 
must invest in the underprivileged. 
Why should the science program 
rot away in Corcoran Hall while 
the School of Business gets fancy 
stock trading software?

GW has just made one of the 
most monumental shifts in phi-
losophy we’ve seen since the end 
of the rip-roaring Trachtenberg era. 
The SEC represents one of the larg-
est changes in direction on GW’s 
campus in years, if not decades. 
And even more importantly, it was 
done without enough input from 
some of the largest stakeholders in 
the GW community: students.

Let’s think about both sides of 
this argument. 

GW has seen significant invest-
ment in its areas of specialty. The 

Elliott School of International Af-
fairs has some of the best facilities 
and faculty in the field. Not a week 
goes by without an accomplished 

diplomat sitting down 
with students to dis-
cuss contemporary 
topics. Of course it 
seems social sciences, 
like international af-
fairs, are the most wor-
thy investment at a 
university located, and 
integral to, a city that 
revolves around the 
interplay of power and 
politics.

On the other hand, 
there is incredible promise for the 
sciences at a school like GW. Lest 
we forget, the Hall of Government 
– ironically, now home to many po-
litical science classes – was the loca-
tion of Niels Bohr’s announcement 
that he split the atom more than 70 
years ago. With the opportunity to 
direct federal funds, and explain 
the social promise of such invest-
ments, does it not make sense that 
a university in the heart of D.C. 
would have a vested interest in 
continuing that dream?

This past week, the Board of 
Trustees agreed with the latter, 
with little fanfare and debate.

The SEC will reshape the aca-
demic landscape of our University. 
It will radically change how we 
think about future investments at 
GW. As exemplified by the board’s 

decision, the belief is no longer 
that we should simply specialize 
in things that we are already good 
at, but rather, we should actively 
invest in the weakest parts of our 
school.

This begs a serious and pe-
rennial question regarding GW’s 
manner of determining its philo-
sophical underpinnings: Where do 
students come into play?

The Board of Trustees lacks a 
student representative. For the vast 
majority of students, this statement 
seems abstract. It shouldn’t. Given 
the track record of the Student As-
sociation, it isn’t surprising that 
GW hasn’t seen fit to make student 
representation more ingrained. 
But for a $275 million investment, 
isn't it disconcerting that students 
didn’t figure more heavily into the 
decision-making? It’s time for GW 
to put a student voice at the highest 
level. The University could at least 
develop a way for students to play 
a larger role in major decisions.

I don’t suspect the SEC will 
end up being a bad decision by 
the Board of Trustees. But ask your 
friends, and watch the dialogue 
unfold. Without a student vote, 
none of those opinions were part of 
the board's final decision. Too bad 
we are only now thinking about 
what the SEC will mean. Sorry to 
say, it’s too late.

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
international affairs, is a Hatchet 

senior columnist.

Why college 
students 

lost faith in 
Obama

Andrew Clark

Columnist

Justin Guiffré

Senior Columnist

We consistently hear GW is commit-
ted to helping students pay for an edu-
cation, and this fall that rhetoric proved 
true. After 400 students found them-
selves with decreased aid, the University 
stepped in and allocated an additional 
$2 million for those students. This was 
a laudable move by the University, and 
we are glad to see that GW is willing to 
help students who were negatively af-
fected. However, this also demonstrates 
a need for students to keep up with their 
financial aid accounts and fill out the 
appropriate forms to ensure they don’t 
lose aid money.

Many of the 400 students who re-
ceived less financial aid this year lost 
money because they failed to fill out ad-
ditional forms after being selected for a 
federal audit.

 While the University says that they 
informed students of the change, the 
students who came forward with less 
financial aid had very few options for 
getting the funds back. To compensate, 
GW added an additional $2 million to 
the undergraduate financial aid pool for 
those students. 

Though the University was not re-
quired to allocate more funds to the fi-
nancial aid pool, this laudable step rein-
forces the idea that GW is committed to 
ensuring that current Colonials can af-
ford to stay at GW. When students can’t 
afford GW’s high tuition, even a small 
drop in their financial aid packages is 
dangerous. We applaud GW for help-
ing these students, and for working on 
a way to help other students who still 
don’t have enough aid.

This incident is also a reminder of 
how important it is for students to keep 
up with their financial aid accounts, and 
to fill out all the required forms. Though 
GW is looking into changing how it no-
tifies students of changes in the financial 
aid process, in the meantime, students 
need to take personal responsibility into 
account and make sure they will not face 
similar situations in the future.

The gift of more aid

an improved voice for orgs
Though the Student Association Sen-

ate is tasked with representing the inter-
ests of students, for years the relationship 
was plagued by inefficiency and bureau-
cracy. But with the passage of the Stu-
dent Organization Outreach Bill Tuesday 
night, the SA demonstrated a promising 
sense of responsibility for senators. But 
progress from this bill will only occur if 
senators remember that they are liaisons, 
not lobbyists, for student organizations, 
and if there is an appeals process for or-
ganizations  to change their assigned sen-
ator if that senator neglects his or her role 
as a voice for the campus group.

The bill, which mandates that sena-
tors regularly communicate with student 
organizations to discuss campus issues 
and solve problems, gives organizations 
a personal contact point and a more sa-
lient voice within the senate. 

We find this a promising move on the 
part of the SA, as it demonstrates a self-
awareness and willingness to rectify what 
had previously plagued the relationship 
between the senate and student organiza-
tions, and we hope that student organiza-
tions will be better represented by the in-
dividual senators assigned to them.

But the senators need to remember 
that they will act as liaisons, and not lob-
byists, for their respective organizations.  
While they may learn a great deal about 
the student organizations  to which they 
are assigned, and may want to fully rep-
resent that organization’s interests, they 
should not allow their personal ties to 
the organizations to overshadow their 
greater role in the senate. We would not 
want the overall effectiveness of the bill 
and the efficacy of the SA as a whole to 
be slowed by senators singularly lobby-
ing for more funds for an org.

Similarly, it is not unlikely that some 
senators may want to pursue their own 
personal agendas at the expense of the 
student organizations they will repre-
sent. The SA needs to create a way for 
student organizations to appeal to the 
senate if their assigned senator is not 
fully representing the interests of the or-
ganization. The task of reaching out to an 
organization and advocating on its behalf 
falls on the senator, and if the senator is 
neglecting his or her role in this regard, 
the student organization should be able 
to appeal for new representation. This 
will hopefully hold individual senators 
responsible, while giving student orga-
nizations an even stronger voice in the 
process.

The inclusion of the Student Orga-
nization Outreach Bill heralds an im-
portant new stage in SA-student body 
relations. We just hope the Student Asso-
ciation senators find a workable balance 
between serving the individual organiza-
tions and serving their roles as members 
of the student government.
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members to travel to Dela-
ware. The emphasis was in 
the original e-mail.

CR Chairman Jake Wolf 
said he did not approve the 
e-mail and that the trip had 
more students set to attend 
than previous trips to Flor-
ida and Virginia. 

“I don’t think we were 
quite desperate for volun-
teers, but we did want more 
members to go and we did 
send out a corrective mes-
sage,” Wolf said.

Wolf added that a pri-
vate donor – whose name 
he would not release – 
provided the monetary in-
centives, and that it is not 
uncommon for the CRs to 

offer these types of incen-
tives on canvassing trips.

Neither the O’Donnell 
campaign, the Republican 
National Committee nor 
the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee re-
turned a request for com-
ment. 

“This is not Christine 
O’Donnell’s campaign pay-
ing for the per diem, nor 
any other Delaware candi-
date,” Wolf said.

Sinead Casey, the direc-
tor for public relations from 
the CRs, said the $50 is in 
the form of a gift card, not 
cash, and is intended for 
members to pay for costs 
accrued on the trip.

Casey added that 
O’Donnell is not the only 
candidate the CRs are cam-
paigning for in Delaware. 
The group will be cam-

paigning for Republican 
Congressional nominee 
Glen Urquhart and “and 
local Republican state can-
didates depending on the 
district.”

Josh Altman, president 
of the College Democrats, 
said his organization does 
not offer monetary incen-
tives for its members to 
canvass, but the CDs will 
share information about 
opportunities for paid can-
vassing trips with its mem-
bers.

While canvassing in 
Delaware, the CRs will try 
to appeal to the main issue 
on many American minds: 
the economy.

“This weekend, we’re 
focusing on establishing 
as much voter contact as 
possible because she really 
does need our help,” said 
Joanna Rodriguez, a fresh-
man and CR member. “She 
isn’t my favorite Republi-
can but she does have the 
same ideals that I support 
and I believe in.” u
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CAMPAIGN "I don't think were 
quite desperate 

for volunteers, but 
we did want more 

members to go and 
we did send out a 

corrective message."

Jake wolf
Chairman

College Republicans

said. “We don’t want to 
abandon those students. 
We’re going to help every-
body out as best we can.”

Students who filed late 
without a legitimate expla-
nation may suffer a financial 
penalty, Chernak said.

Maritza Barcelona was 
one of the students who saw 
a drop in her aid package. 

Barcelona was set to re-
turn to GW this fall with aid, 
but in August GW adminis-
trators suddenly said that 
she was missing necessary 
documents and as a result 
lost $24,000 of her aid. She 
has since recovered $14,000 
in aid. The remaining $10,000 
gap may mean Barcelona has 
to leave GW next semester.

“I’ve started to realize 
GW is more of a business 
than a school. Here I’m just 

a number. I’m a GWid at the 
end of the day,” she said. 

Chernak said he has met 
with a handful of students 
like Barcelona to talk about 
their aid packages, which 
has helped him identify ar-
eas for improvement in com-
munication throughout the 
aid application process. 

“We have work to do on 
training. We have to make 
sure the staff is educated ap-
propriately. There’s work. 
All we can do is try to do 
better,” he said. 

Chernak said he knew 
of at least one case in which 
officials at Colonial Central 
failed to give a student con-
sistent instructions, result-
ing in a late filing and the 
loss of aid.

“In those cases, what 
we did is we went back and 
we adjusted the award as it 
would have been awarded if 
it were on time with no com-
plications,” he said. u
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Seniors are encouraged 
to donate to any area of 
the University they choose, 
whether it is to a student 
organization, department or 
elsewhere. Their contribu-
tions are matched by GW’s 
Luther Rice Society, which 
gives the matching fund to 
the option the senior class 
votes for.

Last year, the Class of 
2010 directed $42,000 in do-
nations to Gelman Library – 
and the money is sitting in a 
fund meant to renovate the 
first floor of the 1970s build-
ing. 

Gelman is not an option 
for voting this year, despite 
the fact that the library is 
short of the $5 million goal 
stated on its website. 

Eric Thibault, a senior 
and the chairman of the Se-
nior Class Gift Committee, 
said the class gift is a first 
chance for students to do-
nate to GW. 

“This year [the commit-
tee’s goal] is to continue to 
educate the student body on 
the value of philanthropy 
and the importance of giv-

ing back to GW,” Thibault, a 
former Hatchet staff writer, 
said.

Last year, about 40 per-
cent of the senior class gave 
money for the class gift. 
Thibault said the commit-
tee wants to see 50 percent 
of the class participate this 
year.

Patricia Danver, as-
sistant vice president for 
communications in the Di-
vision of Development and 
Alumni Relations said she 
is confident that the num-
ber of seniors who give will 
increase, despite the state of 
the economy. 

“Even in tough times the 
Senior Class Gift Campaign 
has dramatically increased 
its participation rates and 
dollars raised from seniors 
over the past three years,” 
Danver said, noting that 
gifts of any size count to-
ward participation.

 Senior David Glidden 
said he thinks his class over-
all has decent options and 
would probably vote for the 
scholarship fund. It’s an op-
tion many students could 
relate to, he said. 

“The economy is not as 
bad as it was two years ago, 
but scholarship is still a big 
thing,” Glidden said. u
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that was a positive way to 
confront them even if you 
have silly signs.”

The WBC is a Kansas-
based group that has been 
swept up in national contro-
versy for protesting at sol-
diers’ funerals. They often 
fly flags reading, “God hates 
fags.”

The church’s media at-
tention hit a high point this 
month, when the Supreme 
Court said it would hear a 
case dealing with a father 
who sued the group for dam-
ages, after the church pro-
tested his son’s funeral. The 
decision is likely to be one of 
the court’s most important 
First Amendment decisions 
in recent history.

About 10 WBC members 
are expected to attend the 
Nov. 11 protest, and Shirley 
Phelps-Roper – the attorney 
for the WBC and daughter of 
church founder Fred Phelps 
– said the protest will warn 
students about the “down-
ward spiral” America is on 
because of its tolerance of 
homosexuals.

The GW Patriot, a stu-
dent-run blog, is planning a 
counterprotest to the WBC. 
Will Frey, the editor in chief, 
said he is working with the 
University and the Student 
Activities Center to find a lo-
cation to picket. 

The Facebook event page 
for the counterprotest has 
gathered more than 1,600 at-
tendees. 

The University has said 
its police force will not regu-
late the two protests unless 
the Metropolitan police ask 
for assistance. The WBC 
protest will be in Washing-
ton Circle, about a block off 
campus. 

Transcend Hate plans to 
give the money to The Fisher 
House Foundation, the One 
Family Fund, Blood:Water 
Mission and The Trevor 
Project – all organizations 
that aid groups normally 
targeted by the WBC.

“This is not a partisan is-
sue and it’s why we’re really 
making it a priority to reach 
out to a broad coalition of 
student coalitions,” Wein 
said. “This is something that 
everyone can identify with 
and everyone can have a 
vested interest in.” u
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had resigned.
After the meeting, Hulse 

defended his tenure as presi-
dent to The Hatchet.

“I am proud of my efforts 
over the last ten months. I 
know there have been some 
disagreements, but I feel that 
I have always acted in the 
best interest of the IFC and its 
chapters,” Hulse said. 

He added that he never 
expected to face this situation, 
but feels that stepping aside 
will be best for the IFC. 

“I do not need a title to 
advocate for the Greek Com-
munity, and would be glad to 
help any of its members when 
called upon,” Hulse said in an 
e-mail.

Upon Hulse’s resigna-
tion, IFC Vice President Travis 
Neuscheler immediately as-
sumed the IFC presidency.

“I think right now we have 
to make sure we move forward 
as one group,” Neuscheler, a 
member of Pi Kappa Alpha, 
said.

Neuscheler said Hulse left 

on good terms, and Neuschel-
er intended to meet with him 
to get his input on how best to 
help the IFC move on past the 
controversy.

After Hulse resigned, 
members of the Presidents’ 
Council discussed review-
ing IFC internal policies that 
had confused many members 
when Hulse's removal was 
first being considered. 

“I think that the efforts to 
review policies that began last 
night will clear up ambiguity 
and confusion in the Consti-
tution and bylaws and this 
will allow the IFC to be more 
streamlined and successful,” 
said Miller, who is also the in-
terim director of Greek-letter 
life.

Miller said “a mix of or-
ganizations” came together 
Tuesday night to express con-
cerns over IFC policies, and 
disputed the notion that only 
larger fraternities were lead-
ing the efforts.

“The IFC represents the 
fraternities and because of this 
the presidents should have the 
ability to participate and en-
gage in the decisions that take 
place as part of the direction of 
the IFC,” Miller said. u
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Multimedia Reporters Wanted Learn to produce the videos, web content and audio slideshows that are the cutting 
edge of journalism. E-mail web@gwhatchet.com
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H
Up with People at 
Columbia Heights 
Education Center 
Fri. and Sat.– $20

$5, $10, $20
EVENTS THAT WON'T 

BREAK THE BANK

"Waiting for 
Superman" is 
playing at E Street 
Cinema – $8 

14th's "James and 
the Giant Peach" at 
West Hall Theater 
opens Thursday – $5

QuickTakes...
Best Coast
"Crazy For You" 
(Mexican Summer)

The best musical representation 
of California since The Beach Boys, 
“Crazy For You” sounds like a high 
school garage band’s first demo in 
all the right ways. The fuzzy, some-
times whiny vocals and light, poppy 
guitar riffs match perfectly with simplistic lyrics about 
love. Singer Bethany Cosentino offers, “When I’m with 
you, I have fun,” lyrics that Taylor Swift herself would 
approve of. From start to finish the album will float you 
to the sunny, smoke-filled beaches of SoCal, making it 
a perfect escape for the approaching winter months. 
Soak up the rays of “California Dreamin’” again and 
again. 

–Madeline Twomey

Bonnie “Prince” Billy
"The Letting Go" 
(Palace/Drag City)

You may know William Oldham 
for starring with Zac Galifianakis in 
an alternative video for Kanye West’s 
“Can’t Tell Me Nothing,” but he has 
been making music and performing 
under various pseudonyms for 13 
years. His fourth full-length album as Bonnie “Prince” 
Billy, is a haunting and delicate work of American folk 
albeit with a backwoods snarl. “Wai” is a stellar track 
of longing and desire, and this album is essential for 
those familiar with Bon Iver or Jim White.  

–Lucy Westcott
 

Skyway Flyer
"Skyway Flyer" 
(DFTBA Records LLC) 

The debut album from YouTube 
hit Jason Munday has not failed to 
appeal to the star’s large fanbase. 
An electronic sound is prevalent 
throughout the album, especially in 
songs “Some Imagination” and “I’ll 
See Her There.” The highlight of this self-titled, Inter-
net-driven album is definitely Munday’s “California 
Dorks,” a parody of Katy Perry’s “California Girls.” The 
song’s music video has gotten over 515,000 hits on 
YouTube, and Perry even posted the link to the mu-
sic video on her Twitter page. For fans of electronica, 
techno or music with solid lyrics, Skyway Flyer is sure 
to please. 

–Kelsey Grashoff 

The Pretty Reckless 
"Light Me Up" 
(Polydor U.K.) 

You might know Taylor Momsen 
as "Gossip Girl's" Jenny Humphrey, 
but when she’s not on the Upper 
East Side, the 17-year-old fronts a 
band called “The Pretty Reckless,” 
which formed in 2009. Though their 
first album “Light Me Up” has not been released in 
the U.S., it hit the No. 1 spot on the U.K.’s rock charts. 
While Momsen is not known as the sweetest girl in 
the music business, she really can sing, nailing it on 
tracks like “My Medicine” and “Miss Nothing.” Often 
compared to a young Courtney Love, “Light Me Up” 
definitely embodies a '90s grunge rock feel without 
all of the flannel. 

–Rachel Milkovich 

The stage was set and 
simple for the final Main-
Stage performance of David 
Mamet’s “Oleanna” Sunday 
in the Dorothy Betts Marvin 
Theatre. As director of the 
two-person play and theater 
department professor Alan 
Wade stood to thank his last 
audience and requested one 
thing — for the performance 
to provoke them. 

“Oleanna,” which opened 
Thursday, is not light subject 
matter. The play, which pre-
miered almost two decades 
ago, concerns itself with the 
sordid relationship between 
John, a university professor, 
and one of his female stu-
dents, Carol. 

In the Sunday perfor-
mance, sophomore Arielle 
Katcher played Carol, a 
clumsy student on the verge 
of failing. Junior Max Shelton 
played John, a pompous pro-
fessor who confuses Carol 
by feeding her lofty concepts 
and opinions on academia 
instead of actually tutoring 
her. 

John and Carol’s connec-
tion is unclear but suggests a 
physical or perverse relation-
ship, however, “Oleanna” 
doesn’t provide clear answers 
to the questions it raises. 

As the play reaches its cli-
max, John is left jobless and is 
faced with sexual harassment 
charges, while Carol appears 
empowered if a bit naïve. 

John's final attack on Car-
ol, however, illustrates the 
power of words to confuse, 
mislead and ultimately con-
trol an individual to the point 
of losing himself. 

Wade’s choice of play 

was intriguing and thought-
provoking. As director, he 
was aware of the challenge 
“Oleanna” brought its actors 
and the audience. 

One of the most interest-
ing aspects of the production 
was Wade’s decision to pres-
ent an alternating cast — he 
cast two Carols and two 
Johns. The characters were 
broken into the alpha and 
omega casts, allowing alpha 
Carol and John to rehearse 
with one another and the 
same for the omega cast. 

“The acting experiment 
followed my decision to pro-
vide more roles for our stu-
dents than a two-character 
play would normally per-
mit,” explained Wade. “That 
was the original reason for 

choosing ‘Oleanna.’”
The actors performed 

with their rehearsed partners 
for the first two nights, but al-
ternated on the last two. The 
experiment provided two 
exciting performances, while 
keeping each night notice-
ably different from the night 
before. Wade said the actors 
were well-rehearsed and, 
while the lines didn’t change, 
the blocking, or movement, 
did. 

“I think what happened 
was that there was that sense 
of the actor being ‘in the mo-
ment,’ which is always what 
the actor wants since plays 
‘live’ in the virtual present 
just as we live our lives,” said 
Wade. 

Katcher, a Presidential 

Scholar in the Arts, was en-
tirely unaware of Wade’s 
decision to present an alter-
nating cast until after she 
had been cast in the produc-
tion. The situation appeared 
daunting and “scary” ini-
tially to Katcher, but she was 
ultimately grateful for the ex-
citing learning opportunity.

Stimulating both its ac-
tors and its audience, Wade’s 
“Oleanna” raised many 
questions about power and 
language, as well as the per-
ception of reality. According 
to Wade, the university set-
ting lent even more depth to 
the production.

“Add to that the fact that 
this was parents weekend,” 
said Wade. “And the play 
resonates even more.” u

Alan Jacobson, father 
to two GW students and 
author of recently released 
thriller “Velocity,” spoke 
about his new book and of-
fered advice about writing 
after graduation at a book 
signing at the GW Book-
store Saturday. 

The bestselling author 
and parent of senior and 
Hatchet columnist Corey 
Jacobson and freshman 
Matthew Jacobson first dis-
cussed the idea for a book 
signing when he met Presi-
dent Steven Knapp on tour 
in 2006. The signing was 
later worked into his cur-
rent book tour for “Veloc-
ity.” 

The new book is the 
third in a series centering 
on the character Karen Veil. 
Alan Jacobson says the char-
acter just came to him and 
although he hadn’t planned 
the character, he could not 
write her fast enough. 

 Offering a connection 
to both male and female 
readers, Veil’s adventures 
are entertaining and engag-

ing right from the start.  
Jacobson even included 

GW in “Velocity,” mention-
ing Kogan Plaza and other 
landmarks on campus. He 
also depicted familiar frus-
trations of GW parents and 
alumni, like annual calls for 
donations and the search 
for a parking spot. The 
main character’s partner 
even parks in front of Pro-
fessors Gate, only to return 
later to find his Corvette 
had been towed. 

Describing the scene, 
Jacobson laughed and said, 
“It was a fun scene to write 
for me because I love that 
setting.”

Originally from Queens, 
N.Y., Jacobson moved to 
California to pursue a ca-
reer as a chiropractor. Af-
ter injuring his wrist, he 
returned to writing and 
began to make use of the 
English degree he received 
years before. 

“The story for a medical 
legal report is very similar 
to that of a novel,” said 
Jacobson. “There is a be-
ginning, a middle, a main 
character — the patient 
that was injured – the back 

story to how he or she was 
injured, the treatment, and, 
of course, an ending.” 

Later, the author gained 
access to a class on blood 
splatter pattern analysis 
held by the Department of 
Justice. Befriending several 
FBI agents also attending 
the class, Jacobson got an 
inside look at a world that 
many see today in shows 
like "CSI: Crime Scene In-
vestigation," but one that 
few knew anything about 
at the time. This would be 
the inspiration for his fu-
ture novels. 

But in today’s world, 
Jacobson acknowledged the 
difficulties of breaking into 
the writing field. 

“In general, writing 
skills are never, ever, ever a 
waste, no matter what you 
do,” Jacobson advised. “In 
a professional career of any 
kind, your ability to com-
municate is essential — if 
you can write well, you will 
stand out above most appli-
cants.”

The author also made 
clear that the publishing in-
dustry is changing. Jacob-
son spoke about going the 

“eBook route” and market-
ing written work through 
the Internet instead of go-
ing through a publisher, 
which can be a financial 
burden. 

But Jacobson doesn’t 
suggest leaving dreams of 
writing behind, just read-
justing expectations. 

“If it is your passion to 
write and you want to go 
into it as a career, just go in 
with open eyes and realize 
that it is a very tough busi-
ness and it is very hard to 
go the traditional New York 
publishing route,” Jacobson 
said. u
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Alternating alpha and omega casts presented four unique performances that explored the conflict 
between professor and student in David Mamet's "Oleanna" this past weekend. 

by LyzBeTH LaRa
Hatchet Reporter

Raising questions onstage

by sOPHie KeRWin
Hatchet Reporter

Professor Alan Wade experiments with two casts in new play

Parent writes GW into new book
Bestselling author Alan Jacobson speaks at GW Bookstore
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HUGE SECONDHAND 
SALE: Fri., Oct. 22 from 
9:30am-8pm & Sat., Oct. 
23 from 9am-4pm. Clothes, 
housewares, furniture, art, 
toys, sporting goods, baby 
items and more!  CASH 
ONLY! Street parking only. 
Sidwell Friends School 3825 
Wisconsin Avenue, NW

Across
1 Ali ___ of “The

Arabian Nights”
5 French bench
9 Strikebreaker

13 Big blast maker,
for short

15 “Able was I ere I
saw ___”

16 Letters on beach
lotion

17 Southern cousin
of bouillabaisse

18 Basics
19 Lb. or oz., e.g.
20 Locale of

Britainʼs first
Christian martyr

22 Subsidiary route
24 Flows back
25 Helps in a bank

heist, say
26 Bodega setting
29 Not be able to

stomach
31 Former New

York mayor
Beame

32 Uneven, as
fabric

34 The Beatlesʼ
“Eleanor ___”

38 His ___ (the
boss)

40 Its beat may
accompany a fife

42 Cowboyʼs tie
43 Baseballʼs Rusty
45 Old stringed

instrument with a
narrow body

47 Buddy
48 Bovine

nickname
50 Cribs hold them
52 Scrubber
54 Neuwirth of

Broadway
55 ___ of bad news
56 Research group

associated with
many Nobel
Prizes in Physics

60 Kebab meat
61 Above, in Berlin
63 Bendable body

part

64 ___ Longa,
where Romulus
and Remus were
born

65 Opposite of
badly: Fr.

66 Raymondʼs wife
on “Everybody
Loves Raymond”

67 “___ your best
behavior”

68 Juice brand
69 “Born from jets”

sloganeer

Down
1 Pocketbooks
2 Border on
3 Capital of the

former Belgian
Congo

4 One walking
comfortably

5 Baked ___
6 Priestsʼ robes
7 Brian Williamsʼs

network
8 Citadel, in Arabic
9 Barbecue item
10 Actor Sebastian
11 P.L.O. bigwig

Mahmoud
12 Shakespeare or

Browning
14 Ribbon holder,

maybe
21 Bring ___

(cause)
23 ___ City (Tampa

neighborhood)
26 Prohibitions
27 Before long,

after “in”
28 Sitcom with the

character B.J.
29 Setting for

Umberto Ecoʼs
“The Name of
the Rose”

30 Part of an
invitation to an
imbiber

33 Beer places
35 Expanse south

of Ulan Bator
36 Bawdy
37 Rowdies, in

British slang
39 Beyond the city

limits
41 Disobedient sort

44 Big name in
speakers

46 Sent a message
before fax
machines, say

49 Bougainvillea
and others

51 Ball girls
52 Memphis street

with many jazz
clubs

53 “First Blood”
protagonist

54 Capital SSW of
Basel

55 Babble
56 English

broadcaster, with
“the”

57 “SOS” band
58 When doubled, a

Polynesian
island

59 Shipboard mop
62 Life, briefly
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Three GW athletes earned Atlan-
tic 10 weekly awards for their perfor-
mances last weekend.

Senior women’s cross-country 
team member Megan Hogan was 
named A-10 Performer of the Week 
in cross-country Monday after plac-
ing fourth out of 304 runners at the 
2010 Penn State Invitational in State 
College, Penn. The 2010 All-American 
finished the 6K course in 20:36, fin-
ishing 13 seconds out of first place 
and 30 seconds better than she did 
on the same course last year.

Two swimmers swept the A-10 
Performer of the Week awards, which 
were also announced Monday. Fresh-
man Caroline Myers won the women’s 
award after winning the 500-yard free-
style, the 400-yard individual medley 
and the 1650-yard freestyle over the 
weekend in a meet against American 
University and Catholic. Myers also 
finished second in the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley.

Fellow freshman Spencer Neff 
earned the men's A-10 Performer of 
the Week award in swimming. The Gig 
Harbor, Wash., native won the 1650-
yard freestyle, placed second in the 
500-yard freestyle and third in the 
200-yard freestyle.

Trio of Colonials earn 
weekly A-10 accolades

IN BrIef

Sports
Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
CruNCh 2 The number of A-10 Rookie of the Week 

honors that freshmen Rachael Goss 
and Alex Neal have won this season.

H
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LAsT word
"It is a little scary when 
you are out there but I 
like the challenge." 

–Alex Neal, women's soccer 
freshman, on the increased pressure 
she's felt from opponents since earning 
a pair of Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week 
awards this season.

While most freshmen are busy trying to 
make friends, getting good grades and con-
quering homesickness, Rachael Goss has has 
an extra concern: being a major contributor 
on GW’s second-place volleyball team.

It’s a task she’s taken on with impressive 
ease so far this season. She currently sits 
tied for second on the team in kills with 63 
and averages nearly two kills per set. She’s 
played in all but one match so far this sea-
son for the Colonials and she’s started seven 
matches total. 

One of the biggest challenges, Goss said, 
has been making the adjustment from the 
relative ease of high school volleyball to the 
24/7 commitment that Division I volleyball 
requires.

“High school was mostly practice and 
college you basically dedicate your whole 
life to the sport,” Goss said.

Goss credits much of her quick adjust-
ment to her older teammates who embraced 
her early on and forced the freshman to 
come out of her shell.

“I was really timid coming into pre-
season but the older girls did a great job of 
breaking my shell and pushing me to be my 
best,” she said.

Goss’ success has manifested itself this 
season in a pair of Atlantic 10 Rookie of the 
Week awards, which she won in consecutive 

weeks Oct. 5 and 12 after especially strong 
performances.

For her most recent Rookie of the Week 
nod, Goss followed up her first award with 
23 kills and eight digs for a point total of 
25.5 in two games against Fordham and 
Rhode Island.

In earning her first weekly award of the 
season, Goss was recognized for recording 
39 kills in three matches against Virginia 
Commonwealth, Saint Louis and Duquesne. 
Goss also had 36 digs and 47.5 total points in 
the three matches.

In the final game of that stretch, Goss 
faced off against her sister, Duquesne’s Ka-
tie Goss, in a match that GW lost 3-2 after 
taking a 2-0 lead after two sets. Rachael and 
Katie also share a third sister, Kellie Goss, 
a freshman on the Mississippi volleyball 
team.

Even with sisters playing volleyball 
around the country, Goss never struggled 
with her decision of where she would play 
this fall. GW was an easy choice, she said.

“The coaches were consistent and loyal 
throughout the whole process and at the end 
of the day I wanted to be at a place where I 
felt wanted,” she said.

Goss and her teammates will head to 
Ohio this weekend for a pair of critical road 
games against Dayton and Xavier. First 
serve against the Flyers is set for 7 p.m. Fri-
day. Game time Saturday against Xavier is 
for 8 p.m. u

BeCky Crowder | hATCheT phoTogrApher
Freshman Rachael Goss earned consecutive  
Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week awards in October.

Goss makes early impact for GW
by ANNA wIerNICkI
Hatchet Reporter

It all happens in the blink of an eye. The 
checkered soccer ball is quickly pushed forward. 
The ball is crossed at the 30-yard mark from the 
right side of the field, over to the left side, where 
a player in a red practice jersey who has been 
sprinting from the midfield line meets the ball. 

She battles for position against one of her 
teammates in the gray practice jersey, gains sole 
position of the ball, jukes another player inside 
the penalty box and takes a shot. The soccer ball is 
nailed to the top right corner of the goal.

Alex Neal scores. It’s something she’s been 
able to do pretty consistently so far this season. As 
a freshman, she’s second on her team in goals so 
far this season and third in both shots and shots 
on goal. Her performance in games this season, 
Neal said, has been the product of hard work in 
practice.

“Whenever I am on the field I try my best all 
the time,” Neal said while sitting on the bench, 
unlacing her cleats. “Whether it is a practice, or a 
game, I make sure I give it all I have. I am happy 

as long as I know I have done my best.”
Neal, a Lake Villa, Ill., native, was a highly 

decorated high school soccer player for Lakes 
Community High School, where she was a three-
time All-Area and All-Conference selection and 
where she set a single season scoring record her 
senior year. It is her experience and her history of 
success that have helped her acclimate to college-
level play.

“Alex has played on a great high school team 
as well as a tremendous club team who won a 
national championship,” women’s soccer head 
coach Tanya Vogel said. “She is used to playing 
at a high level and she brought that to our team 
during training as well as games.”

Neal’s play has earned her accolades at the 
college level as well. The freshman midfielder 
has been named Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week 
twice so far this season, once after scoring a game-
winning goal Sept. 19 against Delaware and again 
Oct. 4 after scoring both of her team’s goals in a 
2-1 win over Temple.

But along with the success has come increased 
attention from opponents looking to stop the GW 
freshman.

“It is a little scary when you are out there but 
I like the challenge,” Neal said of the attention she 
gets from other teams. “There is some pressure 
but I feel like that is self-pressure because I expect 
that out of myself.”

Although the transition from high school to 
college can be challenging both on and off the 
field, the soft-spoken freshman has been able to 
deal with the obstacles that have come her way. 
She said that soccer in college is a lot more physi-
cal than in high school, but she credits her team-
mates for helping to ease her transition. 

“A lot of my friends had stories about seniors 
on the team picking on them,” she said. “It hasn’t 
been that way for me. I can always talk to my 
teammates because they have been through this 
process before me and that has helped make the 
transition easier.”

Making that transition to Division I soccer so 
quickly has turned Neal into an asset Vogel looks 
forward to having on her team for a few more 
years.

“Alex is a quiet girl. She leads by example,” 
Vogel said. “It is awesome to know that I will have 
her on my team for the next three years.” u

Neal adjusting quickly to life in Atlantic 10
by musAdIq BIdAr
Hatchet Reporter
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