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Staff editorial: The dangers of a drink
The editorial board advises students to be responsible 
when consuming Four Loko. • Page 4

Students embrace Native American heritage 
Student founds org to connect with her Cherokee 
heritage. • Page 7

E Street residents petition construction
Students want GW to reimburse them for 
housing costs, due to what they call excessive 
construction noise. • Page 5

G Street space prepped for construction
Site will house academic space for the law 
school. • Page 5
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Seniors launch 
silent WBC 
protest
Students will sell 
T-shirts to counter 
church's anti-gay 
message. • Page 3

Volleyball drops 
two, extends 
skid to six. 
Colonials need to 
win two games to 
reach the A-10s. 
• Page 10

SPORTS NEWS

GW has the potential to 
raise $1 billion within the next 
seven to eight years, an outside 
consulting firm hired by the 
University found.

Increasing fundraising dol-
lars is a top priority for the 
University, but officials backed 
away from the estimate, mak-
ing it clear the projection was 
made by an outside firm, and is 
not an official University goal. 

The projection, based on 
current giving levels, amounts 
to a $50 million per year in-
crease in fundraising dollars, 
more than the $10 million in-
crease the University saw last 
year.

Last fiscal year the Uni-
versity raised $94 million. At 
that giving rate, the University 
would fundraise $658 million 
within seven years, $342 mil-
lion less than the consulting 
firm’s $1 billion estimate.

Grenzebach Glier and As-
sociates said their $1 billion es-
timate is based on the fact that 
the University has the donor 
prospects to vastly improve 
fundraising, Steven S. Ross, the 
chair of the development and 
alumni committee announced 
at last month’s Board of Trust-
ees meeting.

Increasing fundraising dol-
lars is one of University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp’s biggest 
initiatives at the University, and 
was one of the deciding factors 
for Knapp’s hire in 2007. 

Since Knapp began at the 
University, fundraising has 
slowly but steadily increased, 
and with the hiring of Michael 
Morsberger – the vice president 
of development and alumni re-
lations and fundraising heavy-
weight began his tenure this 
spring – it is likely the Univer-
sity will see at least some in-
crease in fundraising. 

Before his season began, men’s 
basketball coach Karl Hobbs outlined 
what his team needed to do to be suc-
cessful this season. A higher shoot-
ing percentage, shooting more threes 
and averaging somewhere around 75 
points per game as a team would all 
be crucial, he said, if his team was go-
ing to compete this season.

GW met those requirements Sat-
urday afternoon in its first game of 
the season, a 82-64 win in an exhi-
bition game over Division II Bowie 
State at the Smith Center.

The Colonials shot an impressive 
52.5 percent from the floor against 
the Bulldogs and shot just over 30 
percent from behind the three-point 
line. GW scored 42 of its points in the 
paint and 23 off turnovers. All but 
one starter for the Colonials scored 
in double figures.

“I think the biggest success is that 
I thought we were able to get easier 
shots,” Hobbs said of his team’s of-
fensive performance. “We took a 
good number of threes. I thought 
some of them weren’t the good va-
riety, but the fact is we got them up 
and that’s one of the things that we 
talked about, being a better three-
point-shooting team.”

GW was led by sophomore 
guard Tim Johnson, who came off 
the bench to score a career-high 19 
points against the Bulldogs. John-
son, who averaged just over 10 min-
utes per game last season, played 
more than double that Saturday. He 
said he was happy to be able to get 
into a rhythm, especially in the sec-
ond half, when he scored 12 of his 19 
points.

The D.C. Department of 
Health is asking emergency 
medical services in the District 
to report any incidents involv-
ing Four Loko, a popular bever-
age nicknamed “blackout in a 
can,” in response to widespread 
concerns over the drink’s pos-
sible health risks.

EMeRG Coordinator Da-
vid Fifer said his emergency 
response team has seen two 
transports due to the beverage 
this semester, both of which he 
said were serious in nature.

“I don’t think alcoholic bev-
erages in general are inherently 
dangerous, but I think Four 
Loko, specifically, is,” Fifer said. 

“It’s hard to consume this par-
ticular beverage in moderation, 
since each container contains 
such a significant amount of 
alcohol and stimulants. The pa-
tients we’ve encountered who 
are drunk on Four Loko have 
been gravely ill; much, much 
sicker than our typical alcohol 
overdose patients.”

Fifer said one student went 
into cardiac arrest after con-
suming four cans of the sub-
stance. Each can of Four Loko 
has 12 percent alcohol by vol-
ume and is the equivalent of 
two eight-ounce cups of coffee, 
the co-founder of Four Loko, 
Chris Hunter, told the New 
York Times. 

For every political aficionado 
who came to GW to make his or her 
start, Karl Rove has one piece of ad-
vice: Go home. 

The former deputy chief of staff 
to President George W. Bush turned 
Republican strategist told a crowd of 
more than 200 students to enter into 
politics in their home congressional 
districts, rather than in D.C. 

“The best thing I did was to get 
out of D.C.,” said Rove, who was 
on the Foggy Bottom Campus for a 
discussion with the GW College Re-
publicans Friday night. “If you want 
to be a senior White House staffer, 
you have a better chance if you go 
home.”

During his speech in the Jack 
Morton Auditorium, Rove also took 
time to talk about Tuesday night’s 
midterm elections, which he called 
“remarkable.” In a historic overhaul, 
the Republican Party took back 64 
seats in the House of Representa-
tives. 

“It’s going to be a long time un-
til we see an election like Tuesday,” 
Rove said. 

He said there were various rea-
sons for the sudden shift in power, 
one reason being that people who 

had never voted in previous mid-
term elections cast their ballots this 
year, motivated by the tea party's 
message. He also said Americans are 
becoming more conservative, citing 
a poll that showed a nine percent 
increase in voters identifying as con-
servative.

“[The midterms were a] rebuke 
to the president’s policies,” Rove 
said. “Not the president personally, 
they kind of like him, but his poli-
cies.”

Rove said the Republican vic-
tory was largely due to President 
Barack Obama's policies, including 
the stimulus bill and excessive dis-
cretionary spending. He also specifi-
cally named health care as an issue 
that drove independents to the Re-
publican side. 

“This election means the end of 
Obama’s liberal agenda,” Rove said. 
“There is no way he is going to be 
able to pass his big ideas that he’s 
passed in the last two years.”

Rove said he doesn’t know if 

GW alumnus and Mayor-elect Vin-
cent Gray tapped former University 
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg last 
week to chair an economic development 
transition team. 

Gray – who won the general election 
Tuesday – created the economic develop-
ment task force to craft a long-term de-
velopment plan, focusing on job creation 
and growth, businesses and positioning 
the District as an economic engine in the 
region. 

Trachtenberg said Gray’s campaign 
approached him the day of the election 
about joining the transition team, and the 
University professor agreed on the spot.

“I think I was chosen for my good 
looks and my dance moves,” Trachten-
berg said jokingly. 

Trachtenberg and Barbara Lang, 
president and chief executive of the D.C. 
Chamber of Commerce, will co-chair the 
committee. 

Doxie McCoy, Gray’s transition 
spokeswoman, said Trachtenberg’s track 
record was key in the decision to bring 
him on board.

“The chairman believes [Trachten-
berg] has the touch, the outreach to the 
citizens of Washington [and] can help 
guide a path to bringing jobs to D.C. 
residents, helping businesses grow and 
workforce development,” McCoy said. 

Aside from serving as University 
president for 19 years, Trachtenberg was 
chairman of the D.C. Chamber of Com-
merce and the Greater Washington Board 
of Trade. He said he has carried out as-
signments for District mayors since 1998.

“There’s a rumor around town that 
I’ve been in Washington for 20-plus years 

and have managed to make some small 
contributions, and the hope is that what-
ever skills have contributed to that will be 
helpful to the transition team,” Trachten-
berg said.

The task force is still in its primary 
phases, Trachtenberg said, but has to gen-
erate a report for the Mayor-elect before 
Gray takes office in January. 

Trachtenberg said he does not expect 
the job to interfere with his GW duties, as 
he is not slated to teach any courses un-
til the spring semester. When asked if he 
would consider joining the Gray admin-
istration, Trachtenberg said the question 
was “too theoretical.”

“I have no visions or plans at this 
point to do anything but be a professor 
at George Washington University,” Tra-
chtenberg said, adding that he already 
has speaking engagements lined up 
abroad in the spring. u

GW  82
bowie state 64

Firm: Univ. could 
fundraise $1 billion

Colonials cruise in exhibition win

AnnE WErnIkoff | PHoTo EdITor
Junior point guard Tony Taylor's 13 points was the second-most for the Colonials Saturday 
in their 82-64 exhibition game win over Division II Bowie State at the Smith Center.

DoH asks EMeRG to 
report Four Loko cases

Rove calls election results 'remarkable'

Gray taps Trachtenberg for mayoral transition team

gAbrIEllA dEmczuk | HATcHET PHoTogrAPHEr 
The D.C. Deptartment of Health is asking emergency medical groups to report 
cases involving Four Loko, a beverage that combines caffeine and alcohol.

drEW skrAInkA | HATcHET PHoTogrAPHEr
Republican strategist Karl Rove dis-
cussed the midterm elections in the Jack 
Morton Auditorium Friday night.

See ROVE: Page 6

See FOUR LOKO: Page 6

See FUNDRAISING: Page 6
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mArIE mcgrory | HATcHET sTAff PHoTogrAPHEr
Former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg was tapped for 
Mayor-elect Vincent Gray's economic development transition team.

See BBALL: Page 10
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Celebrity chef plans 
K Street burger joint

IN BRIEf

H

China: State Media - Reaching Out
Jim Laurie, the director of broadcasting at 
the Journalism and Media Studies Centre at 
the University of Hong Kong, will provide an 
inside view of the Chinese state media.
Elliott School Room 505 • 7 p.m.

International Affairs Expo for 
Undergraduates
Meet with representatives from international 
affairs organizations to learn about 
internship and job opportunities.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom • 4  to 6 p.m.

Monday Tuesday

Washington Improv Theater
Join Program Board and Washington 
Improv Theater for a comedy performance 
and a beginners’ improv workshop. 
Marvin Center Continental Ballroom 
• 7 p.m.

Human Trafficking Symposium
Sponsored by the Sigur Center for Asian Studies, 
the panel discussion, focusing on modern-day 
slavery, in South Asia will feature representatives 
from the Asian Development Bank.
Lindner Family Commons • 10 a.m.

Wednesday

ON THE WEB www.gwhatchet.com

SlIDESHOW
Men’s basketball earns preseason win

The Colonials beat Bowie State at the 
Smith Center.

AUDIO SlIDESHOW
Start! Heart Walk 2010

The GW Hospital sponsored a team and 
raised more than $50,000 for heart research.

vIDEO
Interior design students compete

Students were challenged to design a 
homeless shelter in a one-day competition.

NOvEMBER
9

MARIE MCgRORy | HATCHET STAff PHOTOgRAPHER
Sophomore Rekik Tesfaye, a member of African Student Association and the Ethiopian Student Association, celebrates her heritage Saturday 
afternoon. The ASA sponsored the Taste of Africa event to help students learn about African culture. 

Food Network chef Bobby Flay 
signed a lease to bring his newest burger 
restaurant to 2121 K St., the Washington 
Business Journal reported last week.

The broker representing Flay told the 
Journal that Flay signed a lease for the 
3,800 square for space for Bobby’s Burg-
er Palace.

Flay already has five burger sites in 
the U.S., with locations in New York City 
and Philadelphia.

Bobby’s Burger Palace distinguishes 
itself from other burger joints by offering 
10 signature burgers, along with sides, 
grilled cheese sandwiches, milkshakes 
and malts.

Flay’s restaurant will have to com-
pete with Burger, Tap & Shake, a ham-
burger joint opening in The Avenue de-
velopment next year.

That restaurant will serve similar 
fare, including hamburgers and milk-
shakes.

–lauren french

CORRECTIONS
In a Snapshot caption (Nov. 4, p. 2), 

The Hatchet incorrectly identified the two 
girls singing. The singers are Vidya Iyer 
and Vandana Parvathi, not Iyer and Rahul 
Sabhnani.

In “Section of streetcar system projected 
to open in spring” (Nov. 4, Web Extra), The 
Hatchet incorrectly reported that the new 
streetcar section will open in spring 2011. 
The system is actually scheduled to open 
in spring 2012.

In “University revamps Columbian 
College of Arts and Sciences advising” (Oct. 
28, p. 3), The Hatchet incorrectly reported 
that seven new professional advising po-
sitions were added. Nine new positions 
were added. The Hatchet also erroneously 
reported that first-year students would be 
assigned to one of the nine new advisers. 
In fact, the students will be split between 18 
professional advisers.

@Follow us on Twitter

@gwhatchet
@2140G
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LaureN ChassiN | hatChet PhOtOGraPher 
Metrorail riders won't be stopped at entrances to Metro stations to have their bags searched, despite the 
arrest of Farooque Ahmed, a man accused of planning an attack on the system.

The Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Author-
ity is backing away from 
plans to conduct random bag 
searches en masse, despite the 
revelation that a man was al-
legedly planning an attack on 
the system.

Farooque Ahmed, 34, was 
arrested Oct. 27 for allegedly 
planning an attack on the 
Metro system. Ahmed was 
never a threat to the public 
but authorities arrested him in 

the midst of a sting operation, 
according to the FBI, which 
said Ahmed planned to use 
firearms and other weapons.

WMATA spokeswoman 
Cathy Asato said Metro will 
not implement bag searches 
to prevent such attacks.

“Bag searches are things 
that we have discussed and 
haven’t implemented at this 
point,” Asato said.

Asato said Metro and 
Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment officers can conduct 
random bag searches if offi-
cials have reasonable suspi-
cions about an individual or 
an individual's bag, but the 
program is not implemented 
en masse. 

“The Metro and police de-
partment already have an on-
going security program that 
includes random and unpre-

dictable searches at stations 
and facilities,” Asato said.

Some Metro riders like 
junior Elliot Upin are not 
confident that random bag 
searches would help improve 
safety on the Metro. “I can see 
why the Metro would want to 
conduct random bag search-
es, but it’s not practical. I’ve 
never felt unsafe and I don’t 
feel that random bag searches 
would help improve safety,” 
Upin said.

Shenae Watson of Arling-
ton, Va., said she is skeptical 
of bag searches.

“The Metro system has 
enough issues as it is. I think 
officials understand how 
much of a time crunch pas-
sengers are in,” Watson said. 
“I know safety is a huge issue, 
but bag searches are just go-
ing to be a hassle.” u

by jade POLay
Hatchet Reporter

Metro rejects random bag 
searches after terror threat
WMATA calls 
current security 
measures sufficient

Three students are band-
ing together in hopes that an 
$8 T-shirt will send a message 
of tolerance to the Westboro 
Baptist Church, the controver-
sial group planning to protest 
near campus Thursday. 

Charlie Rybak, Jesse Rose 
and Tyler Fishbone launched 
the "I’m Gay for Today" cam-
paign to protest the WBC the-
ory that “God hates fags.”

“When you use hateful 
and vile speech to talk about 
a member of our community, 
that doesn’t just affect that 
member of the community, [it] 
affects all of us,” said Rybak, 
who is also a Student Associa-
tion senator.

The seniors are asking 
the 240 students who have al-
ready pre-ordered the T-shirts 
that read “I’m Gay for Today” 
to silently protest the Kansas-
based church. 

“We are not going there, 
we are not yelling anything 
hateful and I don’t plan on 
saying anything negative to 
these people who are coming 
with these disgusting mes-
sages,” Rybak said. “This is 
all about positivity, and about, 
'This is us, this is GW and we 
will stand with any member 
of our community who’s at-
tacked for just being who they 
are.'”

The seniors have the back-
ing of GW's largest LGBT 
group on campus, Allied in 

Pride. 
“The folks reached out to 

us as allies in support of both 
Allied in Pride and the LGBT 
community. They wanted to 
do something to stand in soli-
darity with us while the hate 
group WBC came to D.C. to 
protest,” Allied in Pride Presi-
dent Michael Komo said. “We 
welcome the opportunity to 
work with allies.”  

The proceeds from T-shirt 
sales will be split between the 
Transcend Hate fundraiser 
and the It Gets Better project, 
an organization that aims to 
educate LGBT youth that life 
gets better after coming out. 

To boost their numbers, 
the three seniors are using Fa-
cebook and the Greek-letter 
life community to sell the T-
shirts.

“We’ve spoken to a cou-
ple different Greek chapters, 
we’ve been sending out blast 
e-mails, the Facebook group 
blew up more than I think we 
could have hoped,” Fishbone 
said. 

Rybak, Rose and Fishbone, 

all members of the Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity, said their 
idea is also spreading through 
word-of-mouth, in addition to 
social media.

“People say, ‘I love what 
you’re doing’ and I ask them 
how they heard about it,” 
Fishbone said. “A surprising 
number of people have said 
not Facebook, not any sort of 
e-mail, not [a Greek] chapter, 
but, ‘My friend told me about 
it.’”

Rybak, Rose and Fishbone 
will be in Kogan Plaza Wednes-
day handing out the T-shirts 
and selling any leftovers. Fish-
bone said he believes students 
of any sexual orientation will 
support the cause. 

“[WBC] is coming out 
and spreading a hateful and 
discriminatory message to a 
certain sect of the GW com-
munity,” Fishbone said. “The 
homosexual community at 
GW is not one that I belong 
to, but tons of my friends do, 
and thus, I took it as an of-
fense to myself and what I 
believe in.” u

The community service 
program that sends students 
to volunteer over winter and 
spring breaks is in the run-
ning to receive two large-
scale grants to help fund 
upcoming trips to New Or-
leans and Central and South 
America. 

Alternative Breaks won 
the first round of the Classy 
Awards in October and is 
now competing against oth-
er winners from across the 
country for a $10,000 prize. 

The student-run pro-
gram is also competing 
against more than 1,000 
other organizations for the 
Pepsi Refresh Project award, 
which offers a grand prize 
of $50,000 for “individuals, 
non-profits and pro-social 

businesses that can make a 
positive impact in the com-
munity,” according to the 
program’s website. That 
campaign ends Nov. 30.

“We decided to fundraise 
outside of the GW commu-
nity and friends and fam-
ily because our program has 
grown so much,” Supriya 
Shah, chair of the Alternative 
Breaks Program, said. “As 
a program we have to raise 
about $200,000 this year and 
[we] receive very little fund-
ing from the University.”

The Alternative Breaks 
Program has seen a 100-per-
son increase between 2009 
and 2010, sparking a need 
for additional funding. This 
year, Alternative Breaks is 
conducting service trips to 13 
international and domestic 
sites. 

Volunteers spend the 
months preceding the trip 
raising money to offset costs, 
but ultimately have to fund 
the trip individually if a bal-
ance remains. Shah said the 
most expensive trip has an 
$800 deposit.

“We want to keep the 

trips affordable for all stu-
dents,” Shah said. 

To help drum up support 
for Alternative Breaks in the 
grant competitions, the Uni-
versity, Program Board and 
the Student Association have 
all sent out mass e-mails ask-
ing the GW community to 
vote for the program in the 
Pepsi-sponsored contest. 

Shannon Donahue, the 
freshmen service coordinator 
in the Office of Community 
Service, said the University 
wants to help Alternative 
Breaks succeed in the con-
test. 

“GW has supported fund-
raising efforts through part-
nerships with the Division of 
External Relations, Alumni 
Relations, Office of the Vice 
President for Research, ath-
letics and Program Board,” 
Donahue said. She did not 
respond to questions over 
the weekend about Universi-
ty funding for the program.

Besides the contest, stu-
dents will host the third an-
nual Charity Ball and a bas-
ketball tournament to raise 
money. u

alt. Breaks program applies for grants

by meGaN mOOre
Hatchet Reporter

Seniors launch silent WBc protest

jOrdaN emONt | hatChet staFF PhOtOGraPher 
Seniors Tyler Fishbone, Jesse Rose and Charlie Rybak stand in Washington 
Circle, where the Westboro Baptist Church plans to protest Nov. 11.

by daNieLLe sOLiNski
Hatchet Staff Writer

Funding would 
help support winter, 
spring break trips

'Gay for Today' 
message combats 
anti-gay group



Staff Editorial

Why certain classes should tune into 'The Wire'

lyndsey Wajert
Opinions Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

annu Subramanian
Contributing Editor
asubramanian@gwhatchet.comOpinions

November 8, 2010 w Page 4

H

Alcohol education is the answer
A new study highlights the need for more awareness of risks

QuotablE "I think I was chosen for my good looks and my dance moves." 
  –Stephen Joel Trachtenberg,  former University president, on why Mayor-elect Vincent Grey 
chose him to serve on the new economic transition task force. 
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In the Nov. 4 issue of The Hatchet, 
both the editorial board and an as-
sistant coach urged students to help 

the men’s basketball squad by show-
ing up to games. Curiously though, 
neither opinion focused on the one 
proven way to coax people through 
the Smith Center doors – win.  

When GW stamped three straight 
tickets to March Madness, fans showed 
up in droves. In 2006, after Noel 
Wilmore shot the most famous air ball 
in GW basketball history, and Carl El-
liott was there to tip the ball in just be-
fore the buzzer to beat Charlotte, more 
fans stormed the court than could be 
found at your typical GW basketball 
game in the 2009-2010 season.  

At the center of all the success was 
coach Karl Hobbs. Hobbs won the job 
in 2001 after recruiting big names like 
future NBA star Richard Hamilton 
when he was an assistant coach at the 
University of Connecticut.  

Soon after Hobbs arrived, GW had 
future NBA players of its own in Pops 
Mensah-Bonsu and Mike Hall as well 
as D-League-worthy players in Elliott, 
J.R. Pinnock and Maureece Rice. As 
the wins and postseason appearances 
piled up, students had to arrive at the 
Smith Center hours before a game to 
secure a seat. It was fun to be a fan. At 
one game, 38 students spelled out “The 
George Washington University Colo-
nials” on their chests across an entire 
row of seats.  

Students cared about basketball 
because the team won. But for the 
last three seasons, Hobbs has filled up 
the loss column. In the 2007-2008 and 
2008-2009 seasons, GW remarkably 
failed to qualify for the 12-team A-10 
tournament.  Last season, GW started 
the season 11-3, but tanked down the 
stretch by finishing 5-12, and lost to 
Virginia Commonwealth University in 
the first round of the lowly CBI Tour-
nament. Unsurprisingly, students who 
were in high school during the NCAA 
tournament years have found no rea-
son to cheer for a team they have never 
known to win.

The recent stretch of embarrass-
ing results makes one wonder about 
Hobbs’ skills as a coach. His strategy 
of recruiting lean, fast players who 
force turnovers worked during a weak 
stretch for the A-10, but now the con-
ference is much stronger. In the last 
three years, Hobbs has been left in the 
dust by Temple, Xavier and Dayton in 
terms of both recruiting and coaching. 
The time has come to develop a real 
half-court offense and players who can 
execute it.

With a top-flight coach, GW could 
find great success this year. The ques-
tion is whether Hobbs is such a coach. 
A top six or better finish in the A-10 
is within reach and would signal to 
the conference that GW is back. But if 
Hobbs fails to improve on his team’s 
10th-place finish in the 2009-2010 sea-
son, Director of Athletics Jack Kvancz 
should start searching for a replace-
ment.

–The writer is a third-year GW law 
student and 2008 alumnus who created 

"Pops Mensah-Bonsu Day."

I was recently discussing with 
a friend why the HBO show 
“The Wire” was without a 

doubt the greatest TV show ever 
produced. Aired from 2003 to 
2008, the show depicts various el-
ements of Baltimore society, like 
the drug trade, crime, 
labor issues, the edu-
cation system and the 
political and bureau-
cratic institutions. 

Fans of “The 
Wire” even include President 
Barack Obama, who said it was 
his favorite show in an interview 
with the Las Vegas Sun. 

A recent Washington Post 
op-ed by two Harvard profes-
sors noted that some colleges 
are incorporating the show into 
certain classes. They are teach-
ing “The Wire” in their class 
about inequality because of its 
realistic portrayal of urban life 
and the web of complex issues 
in American cities. Professors at 
Duke University, University of 

California, Berkeley, and Middle-
bury College are also including 
“The Wire” in their classes for the 
same reasons, according to Slate 
magazine. 

The lessons that “The Wire” 
provides are infinite and immea-

surable. Given "The 
Wire's" potential as 
an invaluable teach-
ing tool, GW should 
follow suit and have 
a class that incorpo-

rates the lessons the show teaches 
us. 

The show can be used as a tool 
for those who wish to explore the 
sociological and psychological 
principles that govern urban so-
ciety. Through its detailed charac-
ters, the show portrays the lives 
of numerous individuals who 
struggle to survive impoverished 
circumstances. We can see how 
the forces of underprivileged 
schools, dangerous drugs, high 
crime and a lack of economic op-
portunity interact with each other 

to create and perpetuate urban 
inequality.

Unlike strictly academic 
works, according to Anmol 
Chaddha and William Julius Wil-
son – the professors who wrote 
the aformentioned Washington 
Post op-ed – “The Wire” is able 
to “weave together the range of 
forces that shape the lives of the 
urban poor.” It also provides an 
absolute and comprehensive ex-
posé of urban life. 

The scope and depth that 
“The Wire” uses to examine ur-
ban America is simply unparal-
leled. "The Wire" is the perfect 
teaching tool for sociologists, 
social anthropologists and psy-
chologists who are studying the 
world and the livelihood of those 
who are often ignored in society. 

Another issue that “The 
Wire” deconstructs is education. 
As we search for ways to cure our 
ailing public education system, 
"The Wire" can provide insight 
into problems and potential solu-

tions. 
By examining certain innova-

tive teaching styles and remedial 
programs for students, we can be-
gin to get a sense of the possibility 
for educators to truly impact the 
lives of students. The messages of 
“The Wire” should be preached in 
D.C., as both cities have similar 
demographics in terms of crime, 
education and poverty levels. 

Detective Jimmy McNulty, 
a character on the show, once re-
marked, “shit never changes.” De-
spite the promise of “a new day” 
with the election of new mayors, 
governors and presidents, for 
some, life remains the same. 

“The Wire” is an attempt to 
provide a candid, uncensored 
portrait of the lives of the most 
disadvantaged members of soci-
ety. Its realistic portrayal of soci-
etal ills that plague our citizens 
can provide lessons to everyone, 
especially students at GW. 

–The writer is a sophomore  
majoring in political science. 

Alcohol is the most harm-
ful drug – worse than 
heroin, crack cocaine 

and methamphetamines. 
That is what a UK-based 

group of scientists published 
last week in a study in the 
medical journal 
The Lancet. The re-
searchers ranked 20 
drugs on 16 criteria 
relating to the drugs’ 
harmful effects on 
individuals, and al-
cohol came out on 
top. Alcohol led in 
criteria like risk for 
injury, economic cost 
and impact on the 
community.

Bringing this 
message closer to home, 
the EMeRG staff is working 
harder than ever this semes-
ter, treating and evacuating 
scores of students in alcohol-
related situations. According 
to a press release that was up 
on the EMeRG website Friday 
– but was removed over the 
weekend – this year’s Hallow-
een weekend saw 27 alcohol-
related calls to our Univer-
sity’s volunteer emergency 
service, which is a record. 

These new figures high-
light the need to re-examine 
attitudes toward binge drink-
ing among students at college 
campuses across the country, 
especially at GW. At the base 
of this re-examination lie the 
principles of education and 
awareness.

Many of us have gone 
through some kind of lecture 
on the dangers of alcohol and 
other drugs. At the same time, 
there are many who are un-
aware of some basic facts and 
simply shrug off these risks. 
Freshmen who are away from 
home for the first time in their 
lives have not been known to 
make the best decisions. With-
out awareness of the real dan-
gers of drinking irresponsibly, 

bad things can happen.
Alcohol education should 

be required for freshmen 
within the first two weeks of 
the fall semester. This initia-
tive should either be led by 
leadership in each individual 

residence hall, or 
by experienced 
guest speakers 
giving engaging 
speeches on the 
topic. This will en-
sure that new stu-
dents are armed 
with knowledge 
about the poten-
tial consequences 
of their actions. 

Similarly, all 
Greek-letter life or-

ganizations should also have 
mandatory alcohol education 
every year, making sure that 
all members know the risks 
and responsibilities of being 
around the substance. This is 
an important point because 
as GW Greek-letter life grows 
and becomes more influential 
on campus, we do not want it 
to begin altering some of the 
underlying differences be-
tween the social scene at GW 
and one at a state school. If all 
fraternity and sorority mem-
bers can set the example of 
being trained in alcohol man-
agement, it would put the is-
sue out into the open, make 
weekends safer and perhaps 
increase discussion about al-
cohol abuse in GW’s public 
square. 

Some universities have 
proposed additional ways of 
dealing with alcohol abuse. 
Two years ago, 135 college 
presidents and chancellors 
signed the Amethyst Initiative, 
supporting a lower drinking 
age as the path to eliminating 
the binge-drinking student 
culture. Lower the drinking 
age, the argument went, and 
underage students won’t feel 
the need to get wasted ev-

ery weekend. This is partly 
because it will be legal and 
partly because they will better 
know their limits. This pro-
posal is still on the table, and 
maybe GW’s leadership could 
look into it, too.

Alcohol abuse on campus 
caused 1,825 student deaths 
and about 600,000 uninten-
tional injuries in 2009, ac-
cording to the federal gov-
ernment’s official “College 
Drinking Prevention” website.  
These numbers and the Lancet 
study should spark debate, 
but they should not be misun-
derstood. Of course, alcohol 
is not the worst substance in 
every single category. And no 
one is encouraging the use of 
other drugs because they’re 
not as bad. For one, alcohol 
is legal after a certain age and 
has been used throughout his-
tory by most of the world’s 

civilizations for social, cul-
tural and religious purposes. 
Drinking in moderation poses 
few health risks, and in fact 
may sometimes have health 
benefits (red wine, anyone?). 

But with such a high po-
tential for abuse, students 
should have no illusions 
about drinking. Anyone can 
make a mistake one night and 
do something irresponsible – 
hopefully, not too irresponsi-
ble. In fighting alcohol abuse, 
awareness and knowledge are 
the two most important tools 
in preventing such mistakes.  

–The writer, a junior majoring 
in international affairs, is a 

Hatchet columnist.

Sleeping through class...registration
by Colleen Psomas

Want fans
to show up?
Then win.

Doug Cohen

Writer

Stephen Glatter

Op-Ed

Without awareness 
of the real dangers of 
drinking irresponsibly, 

bad things can 
happen.

When a student goes into cardiac ar-
rest as a result of drinking excessively, we 
are reminded of the dangers of binge drink-
ing. But when a student goes into cardiac 
arrest as a result of excessively consuming 
one particular drink, the incident highlights 
the danger that drink poses. Students who 
are taken to GW Hospital as a result of con-
suming this drink, in the words of EMeRG 
Coordinator David Fifer, are “much, much 
sicker than [EMeRG’s] typical alcohol over-
dose patients.” 

The drink is Four Loko.
Four Loko contains “a mix of caffeine, 

taurine, guarana and alcohol,” according to 
its website.  This combination of caffeine, a 
stimulant,  and alcohol, a depressant, poses 
a risk in general, but even more so when 
consumed excessively. Given the casual at-
titude with which many college students 
view drinking, the danger of consuming 
something like Four Loko is further exag-
gerated.

The drink may be popular on college 
campuses, including our own, but it is in-
herently different from beer, vodka or other 
beverages typically popular among college 
students. When consumed in excessive 
amounts, the dangers of Four Loko surpass 
the dangers of chugging a beer or doing a 
few shots.

Four Loko garnered national attention 
when police at Central Washington Univer-
sity found a group of students lying uncon-
scious in a parking lot after consuming the 
drink. Some of the students’ blood alcohol 
concentration reached as high as .35, while 
the legal blood alcohol content is .08. Central 
Washington University, Ramapo College 
of New Jersey, University of Rhode Island 
and the states of Michigan and Utah have 
all banned it. Now, the D.C. Department of 
Health wants emergency personnel to spe-
cifically report incidents in which patients 
consumed Four Loko. Our University has 
said it will not ban Four Loko from campus, 
but D.C. lawmakers may soon remove the 
brightly colored cans from store shelves.

Commonly referred to as “blackout in a 
can,” Four Loko has as much caffeine as two 
eight-ounce cups of coffee, and has 12 per-
cent alcohol by volume. This combination 
of caffeine and alcohol is significant because 
people who consume any caffeinated alco-
holic beverage lose the ability to gauge how 
much they've had to drink. The stimulant 
and depressant counteract each other, so 
while some systems in your body are speed-
ing up, others are slowing down.

Given the numerous incidents of near-
death experiences among college students 
as a result of consuming this drink, as well 
as its popularity on college campuses, it is 
important to be conscious of the health risks 
Four Loko poses. It has not yet been banned 
by D.C. or GW, so students have the option 
of drinking it if they want to. But we have to 
remember that it is not just an average drink, 
and when consumed excessively, Four Loko 
is potentially deadly.

Participants in Alternative Breaks, a 
campus program that sends students across 
the world to perform service work during 
their winter and spring breaks, have rebuilt 
homes in New Orleans, worked with juve-
nile delinquents in Miami and helped the 
homeless in Atlanta. Their work, which ex-
emplifies GW’s tenet of service, is entirely 
voluntary, but these service trips are ulti-
mately very costly. 

To mitigate some of the program’s ex-
penses, Alternative Breaks has looked be-
yond GW for funding, and has garnered 
national recognition in the process. Alterna-
tive Breaks was recognized by the Classy 
Awards, an organization that funds service 
programs that effectively use social media. 
The program is also in the running to re-
ceive a $50,000 Pepsi Refresh Project award. 

To earn the Pepsi Refresh Project grant, 
Alternative Breaks must be one of the ten 
highest-voted organizations in the compe-
tition. We encourage all students to take a 
moment to visit the Pepsi Refresh Project 
website to cast a vote in favor of Alternative 
Breaks, as each vote pushes the program 
closer to much-needed funding.

Alternative Breaks is an important pro-
gram on campus, especially because public 
service is a fundamental aspect of the GW 
experience. As the program expands and 
allows more interested students to partici-
pate, it will also continue to require student 
support. Fortunately, the fundraisers the 
program has planned provide donors with 
enjoyable events, such as the Charity Ball 
and a basketball tournament, and so we 
hope that the student body steps forward 
to aid the program by contributing to these 
fundraisers as well.

GW’s Alternative Breaks Program and 
the hundreds of students who participate 
in the trips deserve recognition for their ef-
forts. 

Disclaimer: Two members of The Hatchet's 
editorial board were past participants of 
Alternative Breaks.

Tom Braslavsky

Columnist

The dangers of a drink

Supporting GW's 
alternative breaks
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On-site preparations for 
the $6 million below-ground 
Law Learning Center in the 
2000 block of G Street are un-
derway. 

The developments will 
pave the way for an additional 
20,000 feet of academic space 
for the GW Law School.

John Ralls, the special 
advisor for community and 
outreach in the Office of Real 
Estate, said the University 
will bring the finalized plans 
to the D.C. Zoning Commis-
sion this winter. If the plan 
is approved, as is expected 
by Ralls’ office, construction 
could end as soon as early 
2012.

Ralls said the under-
ground space is the first stage 
of development of Square 
103, located behind Potomac 
House and next to Tonic Res-
taurant. 

The first phase of 
the project will include a 
23,281-square-foot center for 
academic and administra-
tive uses for the law school, 
which will provide space for 
lectures, offices and student 
study needs.

Gregory Maggs, the senior 
associate dean for academic 
affairs at the law school, said 

the new space is intended to 
replace academic space dis-
placed when the University 
demolished the old academic 
office buildings in Square 
103.

“The space will be used 
to house the editorial offices 
of the seven academic jour-
nals that are currently pub-
lished at the law school,” 
Maggs said. 

The center is part of a larg-
er construction plan, which 
includes $25 million for four 
underground levels of park-
ing, which will hold 392 cars. 

The garages were planned 
in order to compensate for 
the loss of parking when the 
University Parking Garage 
on H Street is demolished to 
pave the way for the $275 mil-
lion Science and Engineering 
Complex.

“Upon eventual comple-
tion of the above-grade por-
tion of the Square 103 project, 
this space may be re-pro-
grammed by GW Law School 
to accommodate future needs 
and is currently intended 
to be re-programmed into 
high-density storage space 
for use by the library,” Ralls 
said. 

Maggs said although 
construction plans have been 
drafted for the above-ground 
development, the estimated 
cost for the completion of the 
project has not been final-
ized. 

“The space on G Street 
will accommodate further 
upward construction if and 
when funds are raised for this 
purpose,” Maggs said. u

Six laptops were stolen 
from Rice Hall in October, 
prompting the University 
Police Department to re-
evaluate security issues in 
the building.

Rice Hall is home to 
the offices of some of GW’s 
highest-ranking officials, 
including University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp.

In one incident, a staff 
member reported to UPD 
that a laptop in the building 
went missing Oct. 19. Upon 
investigation, officers found 
pry marks on the back door 
of an office suite. 

University Police Chief 
Kevin Hay said an image 

of the suspect – obtained 
from a security camera – 
has been shared with the 
Metropolitan Police De-
partment.

The crime scene was 
processed with photos and 
dusted for fingerprints, 
Hay said, adding that there 
will be a meeting with Rice 
Hall officials to look at se-
curity concerns.

“For obvious reasons 
we don’t like to announce 
all of our counter-measures 
in public, as that would let 
the bad guys know exactly 
what they are up against,” 
Hay said.

–Priya Anand

G St. space prepped 
for construction

by Amy RhodiN
Campus News Editor

Site will house  
academic space for 
GW Law School

UPd to amend Rice hall security 
after string of laptop thefts

Residents of the 1959 E 
Street residence hall who 
are fed up with noise from a 
nearby construction site met 
with GW officials Friday eve-
ning, demanding a full refund 
for their housing costs due to 
what they described as unliv-
able conditions.

University officials told the 
students that the contractors 
are in compliance with D.C. 
laws regarding noise levels, 
making it almost impossible 
for the University to intervene 
in the situation. The construc-
tion site is not a University 
project, and is being run by an 
outside group developing a 
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel.

Students interviewed said 
they were unsatisfied with the 
University’s response, add-
ing that they plan to ask GW 
to restore living conditions in 
the building or else give them 
a full refund of housing costs, 
which in 1959 E Street can run 
more than $12,600. 

Jonathan Nahill, a junior 
coordinating the effort, said he 
had 50 signatures on the peti-
tion by Sunday morning, and 
plans to send it to Dean of Stu-
dents Peter Konwerski.

Konwerski said the Uni-
versity is working to address 
student concerns.

"We remain engaged in ad-
dressing students concerns," 
Konwerski said in a statement. 
"We will continue to listen, 
provide mechanisms for stu-
dents in halls surrounding this 
project to report complaints, 
and we will continue to advo-
cate for their concerns."

Some residents have called 
HITT Contracting's hotline to 
voice their concerns and have 
also e-mailed the Residence 
Hall Association to say they 
are awakened by jackhammer-
ing. Construction, which start-
ed about two weeks ago, will 
continue through the spring of 
2012.

Mike Tyler, a spokesman 
for the hotel developers, de-
clined to say if construction 
hours would be adjusted due 
to the complaints.

“We have a permit to work 
there, we understand their 
concerns and we will try to do 
our best,” Tyler said.

A representative of HITT 
Contracting confirmed that 
the company has received 
complaints from students but 
declined to share the exact 
number of complaints.

Students met Friday eve-
ning with officials from GW 
Housing Programs and Dar-
rell Darnell, the senior associ-
ate vice president for safety 
and security.

Brittany Floyd, a junior 
and resident of 1959 E Street, 
asked at the meeting why 
students were not informed 
about the construction before 
moving in, since the project 
had been in the works prior to 
students signing up to live in 
the residence hall.

“If we were informed none 
of us would be in this situation 
right now, it is the school’s eth-
ical obligation to let us know,” 
Floyd said.

Darnell told students that 
the University didn’t know 
until this summer that work 
was set to begin in the fall, 
adding that steel rods under-
neath the parking lot have to 
be removed, and the only way 
to do this is with a jackham-
mer.

“This is the worst part, but 
the noise will go down as soon 
as the steel rods are removed,” 
Darnell said.

Vernon Williams, the as-
sistant director of housing, 
said students should be will-
ing to compromise and try to 
adjust their schedules to the 
construction, adding that stu-
dents can’t move to other GW 
residence halls because 99 per-
cent of the halls are full.

“We live in the city, there 
will always be construction. 
Try to think logically about the 
requests you are making, but I 
understand where you all are 
coming from,” Williams said.

Banu Gumusoglu, a junior, 
said she was concerned about 
the impact of the construction 
noise on grades and finals.

“We are students, we are 
just trying to study and gradu-
ate,” she said. u

E St. residents protest 
construction noise
by bilikisU Adeyemi
Hatchet Reporter
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While GW is not currently con-
sidering banning the beverage – as 
other schools across the country 
have already done – Fifer, as well 
as University Police Department 
Chief Kevin Hay, advises students 
to steer clear of the beverage.

“It’s difficult to pace yourself 
and protect yourself when you 
consume it,” Fifer said.

Hay said UPD considers Four 
Loko to be a potential threat to 
public health and safety on cam-
pus.

“The trouble is, young people 
drink them down like beer, but 
these drinks are more powerful 
with over 12 percent alcohol by 

volume,” Hay said. “Plus, the en-
ergy drink component allows con-
sumers to stay up longer so they 
drink more.”

Hay said the recent Four Loko 
cases on campus involved students 
who became intoxicated and vom-
ited after drinking the beverage.

“Our advice is to avoid [Four 
Loko],” Hay said. “We have not 
yet given consideration to banning 
it on campus.”

An incident at Central Wash-
ington University is what first put 
Four Loko in the national spot-
light. Nine students were found 
unconscious, lying in a parking lot. 
Officers thought the students had 
been poisoned, but found some of 
the students to have a blood alco-
hol concentration as high as .35, 
which is considered to be lethal 
compared to the legal BAC of .08, 

according to the Washington Post. 
Central Washington University de-
termined the students had drunk 
Four Loko that night.

Since then, the beverage was 
banned from CWU, Ramapo Col-
lege of New Jersey and the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island.

URI is a dry campus with no 
tolerance for alcohol consump-
tion by students, but 30 students 
received medical treatment for 
the consumption of Four Loko the 
night of an on-campus concert Oct. 
12. University of Rhode Island’s 
President David M. Dooley ap-
proved a ban on Four Loko in re-
sponse to the incident.

Other schools, such as Harvard 
University and the University of 
Miami, have issued formal warn-
ings to students on the consump-
tion of the beverage.

Along with colleges and uni-
versities, states are taking action 
against the beverage. Michigan be-
came the first state to outright ban 
the sale of Four Loko, while Utah 
has already banned alcoholic en-
ergy drinks altogether. 

Dr. Daniel Z. Lieberman, a 
professor of psychiatry and be-
havioral sciences at GW, said he is 
concerned for students consuming 
the drink.

“Many people can drink alco-
hol without experiencing the sen-
sation of being drunk – this is actu-
ally a brain defect and oftentimes 
leads to alcoholism,” Lieberman 
said. “This beverage artificially 
creates this defect and leads young 
people to consume more alcohol 
than they intend to or are accus-
tomed to.”

Lieberman said college stu-

dents are cost-conscious and there-
fore more likely to buy the energy 
drink over people who are actually 
of age to consume alcohol. Each 
can costs a little more than $2 at 
area liquor stores. 

He said underage students 
have the least experience drinking 
and are exposed to an increased 
amount of negative effects from 
the drink.

Four Loko has been placed on 
the list of “The Five Most Toxic 
Drinks Known to Man” in Esquire 
magazine, right next to methanol 
and heroin cough syrup. It has 
been nicknamed “liquid cocaine,” 
“blackout in a can,” “a binge-
drinker’s dream,” and is most 
popular among the 25 or more al-
coholic energy drinks currently on 
the market, the Washington Exam-
iner reported. u
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Four loko

In response to the con-
sulting firm's estimate, 
Morsberger said he is cau-
tiously optimistic, saying he 
is confident the University 
can significantly increase its 
fundraising within the next 
decade and be on par with 
the country’s top fundrais-
ing institutions.

“There is no doubt that 
GW is poised to join the 
ranks of the nation’s most 
elite and admired universi-
ties,” Morsberger said in an 
e-mail. 

Morsberger – who was 
brought on as the develop-
ment vice president earlier 
this year after running $500 
million and $3 billion cam-
paigns at the University of 

Virginia – cautioned that ex-
ternal factors like the econ-
omy will influence whether 
the projection is achieved. 

He added that no official 
fundraising goal for the 2011 
fiscal year – which runs from 
July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011 
– has been set, nor have any 
longer-term goals been made, 
but added that fundraising at 
GW is stronger than it was at 
this same time last year. 

“Annual giving, which is 
often a bellwether for overall 
fundraising, looks very good 
to date,” Morsberger said. 

While the University 
does not release current 
fundraising figures to the 
public, annual gifts are up 
27 percent compared to this 
time last year, including in-
creases in contributions from 
alumni, parents, faculty and 
staff. Morsberger said he 
also expects a record number 

of participants in the 2011 
Senior Class Gift Campaign, 
which already has 90 percent 
more donors than it did at 
this time last year.

“People want to help. 
They support our collective 
vision and are anxious to be 
full partners in the decade 
of transformation which lies 
ahead,” Morsberger said. u
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Fundraising "Annual giving, which 

is often a bellwether 

for overall fundraising, 

looks very good to date."

Mike Morsberger
Vice President

Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations

Obama will be re-elect-
ed in 2012, but if he is it 
will be based on the health 
of the economy. He noted 
that for Obama to have any 
chance to produce the eco-
nomic growth he needs, he 
will have to work with Re-
publicans over the next two 
years.

In response to a question 
about what the College Re-
publicans can do on campus 
to spread the conservative 
message, Rove said that they 
had already done the most 
important thing.

“It is socially acceptable 
to be a College Republican,” 
Rove said.

Sinead Casey, the CRs' 
director of public relations, 
said Rove was a get for the 

student organization. The 
last time Rove appeared on 
campus was in 2008, when 
the event was darkened by 
a slew of protests directed at 

the strategist.  
“[Rove] gave us a great 

way to look at our personal 
futures and of the party we’re 
dedicated to,” Casey said. u
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drew skraiNka | hatchet PhOtOGraPher
Republican strategist Karl Rove said Americans are trending 
conservative in the Jack Morton Auditorium Friday night.

GW Hatchet intramural sports 
      update:

 
                  

def.
Mighty Maccabees*  

                  
Bad News Bears 

2-0
*But only because our managing director was a no-show.
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This Week in 
GW History

44 yeArs Ago...
GW begins allowing 
alcohol to be served in 
campus buildings.

3 yeArs Ago...
Jewish student confesses 
to drawing swastikas on 
her own door.Life

Miranda green
Contributing Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com

11 yeArs Ago...
UPD barred 20 men from 
campus for soliciting sex 
in a men's bathroom.

Christian ewing
Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com H
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Wading through crowds at BlackFinn

BlackFinn
Where: 1620 I St. NW
ID’d: No
Belle Rating: 2 of 5

Whenever I show up to a bar with a huge 
line out the door, I’m already turned off. Most 
times that means it’s crazy busy inside, and 
I’ll never manage to wade through the deluge 
of sweat and hormones to reach my prize of 
liquid libation. 

BlackFinn proved me wrong.
Surprised we were even let in, my friends 

and I snaked our way through the giant, drip-
ping, swaying mass of flesh to the back bar 
and secured a spot. 

BlackFinn is a typical D.C. bar by day, 
with dark wood floors and some booths, and a 
wild nightclub by night, with giant flatscreen 
TVs that project the music videos of whatever 
song the D.J. is playing. The music was a mes-
merizing mix of standard bar music like Lady 
GaGa's and Rihanna’s latest hits, and great 
‘90s tunes like Britney Spears and some rap. 

In an attempt to avoid the miscella-

neous guys us-
ing their all-too-
creative pick-up lines, 
my girlfriends and I stuck 
to the bar. Luckily for us, we 
got to enjoy many shooters that 
somehow appeared in front of us, 
courtesy of the very cute bartender. 

My main impression from Black-
Finn: It’s a fancier version of McFadden’s. 
It has cleaner, nicer furniture, better service 
and the people who attend dress up more. 
I was never ID’d once, which is probably 
why I felt so much older than most of the 
girls in line. Don’t expect to be picked up 
by a cute guy, but do expect to belt your 
heart out to some "...Baby One More Time" 
and throw back some delicious shooters 
from the delicious bartender. u

Have a suggestion for a little-known 
gem that Belle should visit next? 

E-mail life@gwhatchet.com
rAChel VorsAnger | hAtChet PhotogrAPher

A typical D.C. bar by day and a nightclub by night, BlackFinn features standard bar elements with a more 
upscale atmosphere. 

Bar Belle is an old Hatchet column we’re reviving this year. 
Our Bar Belle will roam D.C. reviewing bars as she sees fit — 
if she can see straight after visiting them.

Flavors of India

jordAn eMont | hAtChet stAff PhotogrAPher
With authentic — not to mention spicy — Indian dishes like chicken tikka 
masala and lamb karahi, Tandoori Time needs to keep your water glass filled.

Tandoori Time brings the spice 
When my friend and I 

walked into Tandoori Time with 
a craving for a rich and piquant 
Indian dinner, the slouching 
waiter greeted us 
with much antici-
pation. Without a 
doubt, we were the 
only customers in 
the entire restaurant. 
The dazed bartender 
stared at the empty 
seats, wiping off areas that he 
had already cleaned.

We were seated immedi-
ately and were given two of 
the cleanest water glasses that 
I have ever seen – probably the 
bartender’s doing.

While perusing the menu, 
I looked past the kabobs, the 
lentil soups and the seafood, 
spotting the true test of an In-
dian restaurant – chicken tikka 
masala. A dish so otherworldly 
that the restaurant’s description 
said only: “Charcoal cooked 
pieces of chicken in a special 
sauce.” Of course, it was not the 
elegant language that enticed 
me. “Charcoal” and “cooked” 
are hardly words that make me 

salivate.
The chicken tikka masala 

was flavorful, and, I will admit, 
special without being overly 

rich, while the onions 
and peppers gave 
texture to the sauce. 
However, I prefer the 
chicken to be cooked 
in the sauce, so that 
the sauce not only 
flavors the meat, but 

tenderizes it too.
We also tried lamb karahi, 

mildly spiced and cooked with 
tomatoes, onions, and peppers. 
It had a sweeter taste with spice 
that hit your palate at the end. 
The flavor of the rice was forti-
fied with fennel seeds and each 
granule doubled as a tiny ve-
hicle for the sauce to cling to 
on its way to my mouth. The 
lightly flavored naan had great 
air pockets and was slightly 
chewy.

I am almost certain that 
waiters at Indian restaurants 
have an unspoken rule to con-
stantly fill someone’s glass with 
water. Maybe they were afraid 
the spices were too much for us. 
Or maybe they were so eager to 
have customers that they want-
ed to pamper us. Either way, 
our glasses were never more 
than half empty.

We truly had a relaxing and 
enjoyable meal, chasing the 
subtle sauce on our plates with 
pieces of naan. Then the waiter 
mentioned the dessert menu. 

Besides the fact that Indian 
desserts are notoriously nasty, 
the names are also unappetiz-
ing: “gulab,” “burfi” and “ba-
dam.” 

“Excuse me waiter, I’ll have 
the Glob, the Barf and the Bot-
tom.” I don’t think so! I will 
stick to my chicken tikka masala 
and just skip dessert. u

Scott Figatner

Food Columnist

Sarah Jackson wants to recon-
nect with her roots — and they dig 
deeper than the average American 
heritage.

While learning about Thanksgiv-
ing in grade school, Jackson found 
out that her great-grandmother was 
a Cherokee Indian.

“I was always left wondering if 
[Thanksgiving] was all my ances-
tors left behind,” Jackson, a junior, 
said. “The little information given 
throughout history classes and so-
cial studies classes sparked a great 
interest in me to find out what else 
American Indians had contributed 
to American history.”

Though her great-grandmother 
died before Jackson was born, stories 
of her Cherokee heritage lived on.

“My mother has told me many 
stories about how her grandmother 
kept Native American traditions 
and cultures alive within the home,” 
Jackson said. “She used many an-
cient recipes and told stories of vari-
ous legends and myths at the dinner 
table. She was very proud of her her-
itage and embraced it heavily.”

Jackson founded the Native 
American Student Association – 
GW’s first undergraduate student 
organization focused on Native 
American culture – earlier this year.  

“Last year I looked for a Na-
tive American organization at the 
student organization fair, and I was 
surprised I could not find one,” said 
sophomore Yontii Wheeler, who has 
traces of Native American blood 
from both her great-grandmother 
and great-grandfather. “I am glad 
there is an organization now. Hope-
fully it will bring Native American 
students at GW together and make 
people aware of how many of us 

there are on campus.”
But the group isn’t just for those 

with Native American heritage. 
“With NASA, we hope to bring 

students at GW together under one 
umbrella,” Jackson said. “We want to 
connect everyone, from those whose 
heritage lies with the Native Ameri-
cans in the Caribbean, to those whose 
heritage lies with the Eskimos in Alas-
ka, and also those who do not have a 
Native American heritage but have an 
interest in its culture and history.”

Sophomore Amanda Stubbins 
does not have a Native American 
background, but she does have an 
enthusiasm for its history and ways 
of life. Her interest was sparked by 
a Dean’s Seminar she took her fresh-

man year called Language Endanger-
ment and Diversity, which touched 
upon Native American culture. 

To increase awareness of the or-
ganization on campus and to draw 
in more members, NASA plans to 
host activities and events that show-
case Native American culture. 

On Nov. 16, the group will host a 
dreamcatcher-making event, where 
all the materials needed to catch 
even the scariest of nightmares will 
be provided.

“I care about my Native Ameri-
can heritage because I feel as though 
it is a part of who I am, and I should 
embrace it equally with my African 
American and European heritage,” 
Jackson said. u

The chicken tikka 
masala was 

flavorful, and, I 
will admit special 

without being 
overly rich.

Exploring her family 
tree at its roots

Student embraces Native American heritage

''
''

I care about my Native 
American heritage 
because I feel as 
though it is a part 

of who I am.

sarah jackson
Founder of the Native American 

Student Association

by CAtherine MunkittriCk
Hatchet Reporter

frAnCis riVerA | hAtChet stAff PhotogrAPher
As a way to reconnect with her Cherokee heritage, junior Sarah Jackson founded the 
Native American Student Association earlier this year.

Multimedia Reporters 
Wanted

Learn to produce the videos, web content and audio slideshows that are the cutting edge of journalism.

E-mail web@gwhatchet.com
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Two top political strategists 
grappled with the outcome of last 
Tuesday’s midterm elections, dis-
cussing results and making predic-
tions about the incoming Congress 
in Jack Morton Auditorium Thurs-
day.

Democratic strategist Mark 
Penn and Republican strategist Kar-
en Hughes – in their second appear-
ance together at GW in two weeks 
– analyzed the aftermath of the 
midterm elections, in which Repub-
licans gained control of the House 
of Representatives in a sweeping 
victory and made minor gains in the 
Senate.

Penn, Hillary Clinton’s former 
campaign strategist, said it will take 

some serious effort for the new Con-
gress and the Obama administration 
to work together. 

“People can be anti-spending, 
but at the end of the day people 
kind of like government. We could 

get into a Republican ‘no’ phase that 
goes too far, because history repeats 
itself,” Penn said. 

Hughes, former senior adviser 
to former President George W. Bush, 
argued that a complete turnaround 

of the status quo is necessary. 
“To sum up [President Barack] 

Obama’s term so far in a bumper 
sticker, it would read, 'There are not 
enough jobs and too much spend-
ing,'” Hughes said. 

The panelists also discussed the 
considerable drop in turnout in the 
younger generation this election 
cycle compared to the 2008 cycle, a 
statistic the panelists said contrib-
uted significantly to the election 
outcome.

“Obama got the majority of vot-
ers to vote for him, which hasn’t 
really happened since Carter. Re-
publicans and the tea party won the 
turnout,” Penn said. 

Hughes argued that young vot-
ers stayed home because they were 
not happy with the status quo. 

“There are enormous ripple ef-
fects of the Republican gains. The 
reason young voters stayed home is 
that they are unhappy with the pres-
ident's dashed promises that politics 
would be better, and instead voters 
have seen the worst of Washington,” 
Hughes said. 

Penn maintained that the mid-
term results will not have an effect 
on Obama’s chances of re-election 
in 2012. 

He made a reference to former 
President Bill Clinton’s re-election 
in 1996 after the 1994 midterm elec-
tions, in which Republicans gained 
control of the House in a similarly 
sweeping victory.

“Just as Clinton came back, 
Obama can come back from the 
midterm elections in two years,” 
Penn said. u

Political strategists analyze midterm election results
Panelists note drop 
in young voter 
turnout in elections
by Molly hogiN
Hatchet Reporter

"The reason young voters 
stayed home is that 

they are unhappy with 
the president's dashed 
promises that politics 

would be better."

karen hughes
Republican Strategist

jordaN eMoNt | hatchet staff PhotograPher
Democratic strategist Mark Penn, left, and Republican strategist Karen Hughes, 
right, discussed midterm election results in the Jack Morton Auditorium Thursday.



Sitters Wanted. $12+ per 
hour. Register free for jobs 
near campus or home. www.
student-sitters.com 

Seeking part-timechild care 
care for 10 hours a week - 
Monday-Thursday from 5:30 
pm to 8:00 pm in Mount 
Vernon area, Fairfax County. 
Responsible for two 4-year 
old children, including pick-
ing the children up from 
school in Old Town Alexan-
dria.  Must speak English; 
be legally permitted to work 
in the U.S.; and hold valid 
drivers' license and provide 
own transportation.  Refer-
ences required, and candi-
dates should be prepared 
for a background check.  
To apply:  (703) 704-5355; 
sbrohde@cox.net

Phone: (202) 994-7079        Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all 
GW students and faculty.  
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 
per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot 
access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in 
person at our office.  An extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express 
and Discover, as well as cash and check through our office.
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GWMarketplace
www.gwmarketplace.com (202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Jobs

To advertise in 
The GW Hatchet 

Call (202) 994-7682
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

or 
e-mail us at 

ads@gwhatchet.com



Men's soccer gets first 
A-10 win in season finale
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Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

NuMBer 
cruNch 5 The number of men's basketball 

players who scored in double figures 
against Bowie State Saturday.
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For eight years, Darrell 
Brooks sat on the sidelines at 
the Smith Center as a men’s 
basketball assistant coach for 
GW. Saturday, Brooks was back  
at the Smith Center, this time as 
the enemy: the head coach of 
GW’s exhibition game oppo-
nent, Bowie State.

For Brooks, Saturday’s ex-
hibition game against his for-
mer team was a homecoming. 
The second-year Bulldogs head 
coach and Bowie State alumnus 
was a widely respected assis-
tant coach at GW and a major 
factor in the Colonials’ success 
in the mid-2000s. Brooks still 
wears one of the championship 
rings he won in Foggy Bottom, 
and GW still holds a place in his 
heart.

“I walked to the home 
bench first,” Brooks said after 
his team’s 82-64 loss Saturday. 
“They had to point me to the 
visitor’s bench. But it was a spe-
cial feeling. This is my second 
home. Bowie State’s my alma 
mater, but GW is my second 
home.”

Brooks credits his time on 
GW head coach Karl Hobbs’ 
staff as being critical in his de-

velopment. 
“After eight years, 

I picked up a lot here,” 
Brooks explained. 
“One of the things 
coach Hobbs does 
with his assistants is that he 
allows you to coach, he allows 
you to grow. While I was here, 
he gave me a lot of opportuni-
ties to do things and think as a 
head coach would.”

The admiration Brooks 
has for Hobbs goes both ways. 
Hobbs, buoyed by GW’s deci-
sive victory Saturday, still made 
sure to emphasize the strong 
bond between the two coaches. 
Beating his former assistant 
didn’t bring the GW head coach 
much joy, Hobbs said, but he 
knew that the reunion would be 
beneficial for both programs.

“It was one of those games 
that I most certainly don’t like 
to play but I felt it was impor-
tant for his program. He’s fam-
ily as far as I’m concerned,” 
Hobbs said. “If it was a regular 
season game, a game that was 
going on the record, it would be 
a little bit more painful for me 
[to face Brooks]. But because it 
was an exhibition game, we’re 
just trying to work on things 
and get our teams ready for the 
season, it’s a positive.”

Brooks echoed Hobbs’ sen-
timents, calling the GW head 
coach one of his “very, very 
close friends.” The two shared a 
pregame hug on the court, and 
it was evident throughout the 
day Saturday that Brooks con-
siders his experience with GW 
and the years he spent working 
under Hobbs vital to his profes-
sional development. 

“Obviously, I was an assis-
tant here and I suggested the 
shots but I didn’t call them, and 
at Bowie State I call the shots," 
Brooks said. "That’s a big differ-
ence right there, knowing that 
you’re the guy in the first chair 
and eventually it all comes to 
you.” 

It’s a difference, however, 
that he feels Hobbs prepared 
him for.

“He gave me a terrific op-
portunity 10 years ago to come 
here and help him build a very 
special program that you guys 
have here. It was a special op-
portunity he gave me and I re-
ally learned a lot over the eight 
years,” Brooks said. u

“It’s not about my minutes 
I’m playing, but what I’m do-
ing with them, just trying to 
put a lot of energy and a lot of 
enthusiasm to help my team 
out,” Johnson said. “A lot of the 
points I scored was because of 
my teammates, the way they’re 
cutting, the way we’re execut-
ing our plays. It was great.”

Hobbs said he was particu-
larly pleased with the sopho-
more’s shot selection and with 
his energy off the bench.

“It was really encouraging, 
particularly the threes. He took 
four threes and he made three 
of them. He’s been shooting 
the ball extremely well,” Hobbs 
said. “He played with a lot of 
energy, a lot of poise and he 
played with great confidence. 
That’s the thing that he has to 
give us when he comes into the 
game is his energy and his ath-
leticism and I’m very pleased 
with what he contributed to-
day.”

The game was not without 
its difficulties for the Colonials, 
who gave up 16 turnovers in the 
loss, a number that Hobbs said 
was troubling against a team 
like Bowie State but would be 
more acceptable in a more fast-
paced game. Fouls also proved 
to be an issue for GW, especially 
for junior point guard Tony Tay-
lor, who was whistled twice in 
the first three minutes of the 
game and had to be taken out.

Taylor, the team’s starting 

point guard, shared the back 
court for much of the game with 
either sophomore Bryan Bynes 
and freshman Dan Guest, a strat-
egy Hobbs has said he hopes 
will give Taylor more scoring 
opportunities. After getting off 
to a slow start because of his 
foul trouble, Taylor rebounded 
to score 13 points.

“I was a little disappointed 
with the early fouls for him be-
cause he knows that puts tre-
mendous amounts of pressure 
on us when he gets into early 
foul trouble like that,” Hobbs 

said of Taylor. “I thought once 
he kind of warmed up and the 
pace of the game sort of picked 
up, I was very pleased. I thought 
he played much, much better in 
the second half.”

Another bright spot for 
the Colonials was the play of 
freshman Nemanja Mikic, who 
played a team-high 31 minutes 
and started in the place of soph-
omore Lasan Kromah, who sat 
out the game with a minor toe 
injury. Hobbs said Kromah will 
be ready to play Nov. 16 against 
Boston University.

Mikic had 11 points against 
the Bulldogs and was three of 
six from behind the three-point 
line. He also grabbed six re-
bounds and had two steals in 
his Smith Center debut. Hobbs 
said the minutes Mikic saw 
against Bowie State weren’t an 
aberration and that he expects 
the Serbian freshman to be a sig-
nificant contributor this season.

“I really wanted to give him 
a great deal of minutes today 
because I’m really trying to get 
him ready for what’s to come 
and I’m trying to figure him out 
a little bit too,” Hobbs said. “I’m 
just trying to get a sense of how 
well can he play when he’s tired. 
Is he still gonna rebound when 
he’s tired? And today, he most 
certainly did pass the test… I’m 
hoping to play him those kind 
of minutes this year.”

GW will be in action again 
Nov. 16 for the first game of the 
NIT Season Tip-Off hosted by 
Villanova. Game time for the 
Colonials’ regular season open-
er is set for 8 p.m. u

Three weeks ago, the vol-
leyball team was in second place 
in the Altantic 10, having won 
six of its first seven conference 
games. Since GW’s last win Oct. 
17 at home against Temple, the 
Colonials have dropped to sixth 
place in the A-10 and have lost six 
straight.

The team extended its skid 
over the weekend, falling 3-1 Sun-
day on the road at Duquesne and 
3-2 Friday night at home against 
Fordham. The losses leave the Co-
lonials dangerously close to fall-
ing out of the top six of the A-10 
standings and out of the confer-
ence tournament.

“We need to win at least two 
more to get into the A-10 tourna-
ment. Tonight would have sealed 
the deal as far as we don’t lose 
any tiebreakers,” head coach Jojit 
Coronel said after his team’s loss 
Friday night.

Despite his team’s recent 
struggles, Coronel remained con-
fident that his team can regain its 
early-season form as its season 
winds down. GW (17-13, 6-7 A-10) 
will play its final two matches 
next weekend and will close out 
the season with a home match 
against Xavier, which currently 
sits second in the conference.

“Xavier is going to be tough, 
but it’s senior day so hopefully we 
will play a bit tougher and make a 
few less errors,” Coronel said.

The Colonials came agoniz-
ingly close to earning their first 
win in three weeks Friday night, 
pushing the Rams to five sets be-
fore falling. Of the five sets, only 
one was decided by more than 
four points and GW fell by just 
three in the fifth set.

GW was led by sophomore 
Lauren Whyte, who had 21 kills 

against the Rams Friday. Senior 
Katie Zulandt was the only oth-
er Colonial with double-digit 
kills.

Sunday against Duquesne, 
GW lost despite a stellar perfor-
mance from Zulandt, who had a 
match-high 18 kills and had a .607 
hitting percentage. Whyte added 
11 kills of her own, but GW still 
fell 3-1.

With just two games left to 
determine the fate of their season, 
the Colonials know they need to 
refocus.

“We need to play with a lot 
more sense of urgency now,” 

Whyte said Friday night. “Before 
we were playing to see which 
place we would get in the A-10 
tournament, now we’re playing to 
get into the A-10 tournament. We 
really need to take care of our vol-
leyball.”

“We’re playing really good 
volleyball,” she said. “I thought 
our passing was pretty good to-
night. Our hitting, we’re hitting 
really hard… We just need that 
little bit more to start winning 
games.”

Coronel said for his team to 
be successful, it will need to re-
discover the consistency that has 

eluded it for much of the season.
“We made some great plays 

then we would stop playing at 
certain points. It’s just the way 
volleyball is; it’s a game of mo-
mentum. So we just need to play 
until we hear the whistle blow,” 
he said. “We have all the pieces 
there, it’s just a matter of turning 
the corner and getting just 1 per-
cent better.” 

GW will begin the home 
stretch of its regular season Fri-
day on the road at Saint Louis. It 
will wrap up its season Sunday 
afternoon at home against Xavi-
er. First serve is set for 1 p.m. u

Volleyball drops two, extends skid to six
by NoAh coheN
Hatchet Staff Writer

by eLIzABeth trAyNor
Hatchet Staff Writer

Brooks returns to Smith Center

GW beats Bowie State 82-64 in exhibition game
from p. A1

LAst word

eLIzABeth cooksoN | hAtchet PhotoGrAPher
Senior outside hitter Leah Hill had 10 digs Friday night against Fordham and seven against Duquesne. GW lost both 
matches, 3-2 to Fordham at the Smith Center and 3-1 on the road at Duquesne.

After opening Atlantic 10 play 
with eight straight losses, the men's 
soccer team earned its first confer-
ence win in its final game of the sea-
son Sunday with a 3-1 win over Saint 
Joseph's.

GW has had trouble scoring for 
much of the season, but the Colo-
nials came out firing Sunday against 
the Hawks, scoring three goals with-
in the first 20 minutes of the game.

Sophomore forward Seth Ru-
dolph, who scored in each of GW's 
previous two games, remained hot 
Sunday, finding the back of the net 
in the eighth and 13th minutes to 
put GW up early.

Senior captain Marcus Ranney 
scored his first goal of the season 
in his final game as a Colonial in 
the 20th minute, putting GW up 3-0 
headed into halftime.

“I was so pleased for him be-
cause he’s come close this season. 
It was a great goal actually. He hit it 
really well and it flew into the net," 
men's soccer head coach George 
Lidster said.

Rudolph added a third goal late 
in the game, completing the hat 
trick and growing his team-leading 
overall goal total to 10.

“Even though he’s our top scorer, 
we’ve talked about how he needs to 
be more composed in front of goal, 
and work a little harder for the ball,” 
Lidster said. “This weekend he did 
all of that, and was rewarded.”

The shutout victory was a happy 
ending on an otherwise difficult sea-
son for the Colonials, who went just 
3-15 overall and dealt through inju-
ries for much of the year.

Lidster said that while the team 
may have struggled for much  of 
the season, the minutes logged by 
young players will pay dividends in 
years to come.

“The positive from the season is 
that the freshmen and sophomores 
got a lot of playing time this season. 
They know what it takes to win at 
this level, they know we have to get 
stronger, and work harder," Lidster 
said. "They got valuable minutes 
this season, and it will help them in 
future years.”

–Neil sharma

H
Watch a slideshow from 
the men's basketball 
game Saturday. 

www.gwhatchet.com

ANNe werNIkoff | Photo edItor
Junior guard Aaron Ware handles the ball on the wing Saturday against Bowie 
State. Ware scored four points and had four rebounds in the Colonials win.

"He played with a lot of 
energy, a lot of poise 
and he played with 
great confidence."

Karl hobbs
Men's Basketball Head Coach

"I'm really trying to get 
him ready for what's to 
come and I'm trying to 
figure him out a little bit 
too." 

–Karl Hobbs, men's basketball 
head coach, on why he played 
freshman guard Nemanja Mikic for 
a team-high 31 minutes Saturday.
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